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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication I am deeply grieved by the tragic loss of the brave personnel of Jammu & 

Kashmir Police, Shri Babi Chand and Shri Rashpal Kumar, who laid down their 
lives in line of duty at Kishtwar. I strongly condemn the cowardly attack.  Their 
courage, unwavering dedication and selfless service to the nation will always be 
remembered. My deepest condolences to the bereaved families in this hour of 
immense grief. We stand shoulder to shoulder with them in solidarity.

Manoj Sinha
@manojsinha_

LG Pays Tributes 
To Two Slain SPOs

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Jammu and Kash-
mir Lt Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Friday paid trib-
utes to two SPOs, who were 
killed in a terror attack in 
the remote Dachhan area of  
Kishtwar district.

The bullet-riddled 
bodies of  the two Special 
Police Officers (SPO)– 
Babi Chand (57) and Rash-
pal Kumar (45) — were 
recovered early Thurs-
day, a day after they went 
missing from the remote 
Dachhan area.

The service weapons of  
the slain SPOs, an INSAS 
rifle and a .303 rifle along 
with some magazines and 
ammunition, were miss-
ing and are believed to 
have been taken away by 
terrorists.

Empty cartridges of  
Pakistani-origin armour-
piercing steel-core ammu-
nition were recovered 
from the scene.

In a post on X, Sinha 
said, “I am deeply grieved 
by the tragic loss of  the 
brave personnel of  Jammu 
and Kashmir Police, who 
laid down their lives in 
line of  duty at Kishtwar. 
I strongly P-06

Political Rivalry 
Should Never Turn Into 
Personal Hostility: CM 

AGENCIES

JAMMU: Emphasising the 
importance of  maintaining 
mutual respect despite differ-
ences of  opinion, Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah on Friday said politi-
cal rivalry should never turn 
into personal hostility.

Abdullah was addressing a 
gathering after inaugurating 
the 22nd All India Vice-Chan-
cellor’s T20 Cricket Tourna-
ment 2026 at the main campus 
of  Sher-e-Kashmir Univer-
sity of  Agricultural Sciences 
and Technology of  Jammu 
(SKUAST-Jammu), here.

Being hosted by the varsity 
from November 13 to 23, the 
prestigious tournament has 
brought together 24 teams rep-
resenting universities from 
different parts of  the coun-

try, including six teams from 
Jammu and Kashmir and 18 
from other states.

“I am often asked about 
my views on those who con-
test elections against me, 
criticise me on social media 
or express their disagree-
ment through media inter-
views. My answer has always 
been the same: they may be 
my political opponents, but 
they are certainly not my 
enemies,” the chief  minister 
said, drawing thunderous 
applause from the audience.

He said if  given an oppor-
tunity, he would happily sit 
down with them over a cup of  
tea, ask about their families, 
and have a cordial conversa-
tion with them.

“The same should apply 
to all of  you. On this cricket 
field, you should P-06

      Kulgam Terror Attack Aftermath

Security Beefed Up Across Kashmir, 
Checks Intensified On NH-44
Police, CRPF, Army Step Up Frisking, Surveillance, Search Operations

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Following a terror-
ist attack on a Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) checkpoint 
earlier this week in South Kash-
mir's Kulgam district that left 
three personnel injured, author-
ities have beefed up the security 
across Jammu and Kashmir.

An official said that addi-
tional checkpoints have been 
established at several vulner-
able locations, while security 
personnel have stepped up frisk-
ing of  commuters and checking 
of  vehicles, particularly along 
the Srinagar-Jammu National 
Highway (NH-44) and other sen-
sitive stretches.

The intensified measures are 

visible in Awantipora, Pampore 
and other parts of  South Kash-
mir, besides Srinagar city, 
where additional police and 
CRPF personnel have been 

deployed at important junctions 
and entry and exit points.

Armoured vehicles have also 
been stationed at select loca-
tions as part of  the enhanced 

security arrangements, while 
round-the-clock patrolling and 
random checking of  vehicles are 
being carried out to prevent any 
further incident.

A senior police officer said 
the security grid has been 
reviewed across the Valley fol-
lowing the attack, with special 
attention being paid to vulner-
able locations and movement 
along highways.

"Security arrangements have 
been reviewed and strengthened 
across the city and the Valley 
as a precautionary measure. 
Additional checkpoints have 
been established, vehicle check-
ing and frisking intensified, and 
deployment increased at sensi-
tive junctions. Our P-06

UMAISAR GULL 

KULGAM: Jammu and Kashmir Police 
have questioned more than 300 Over 
Ground Workers (OGWs) during the past 
three days in connection with the Kulgam 
terror attack that left three Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel 
wounded earlier this week.

A top police officer said, “Till now 300 

OGWs have been questioned. Assailants 
will soon be nailed.”

The officer said that questioning OGWs 
is part of  the investigation and many of  
them have been released.

According to the details available, 
a team from the National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has also joined the investi-
gation. “The NIA team visited the scene 
and collected forensic P-06

J&K Police question 
300 OGWs, massive 
manhunt continues 
NIA Joins Investigation, Searches 
Extend To Nearby Villages  

Rain, Snowfall Intensify Chill Across J&K

MHA Declares Zakir Naik’s IRF 
Unlawful For Another Five Years

     Kishtawar Killing
Police Announces Rs 30 Lakh 
Reward For 3 Wanted Terrorists

Kashmir Faces 4,400 MWh’ Daily 

Power Shortfall Amid Cold
RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: The onset of  
cold weather has pushed 
Kashmir into a daily 
power deficit of  nearly 
4,400 megawatt-hours 
(MWh)—leaving con-
sumers to contend with 
scheduled curtailments 
amid plummeting tem-
peratures.

An official informed 
that “Over 24 hours, we 
face an actual power 
demand of  34,400 MWh. 
However, the power avail-
ability fluctuates from 
29,000, 31000 MWh. There 
is a deficiency of  nearly 
4400 MWh.”

The official further 
said that on an average, 
there is a power deficien-
cy of  nearly 150 MW.

“On an aver-
age, we have a 
power availabil-
ity of  1280 MW 
against a total 
requirement 
of  1435 MW,” 
he said.

HE further 
said, “Since yes-
terday, the peak 
power demand has 
increased by 50 MW. Till 
yesterday we were facing 
a peak non-solar power 
demand of  1650 MW 
which increased to 1700 

MW today.”
As already reported, 

Hydro power generation 
in Jammu and Kash-

mir declines by 
nearly 80 per-
cent.

An official 
had informed 
that the hydel 
power genera-
tion from the 

J&K owned proj-
ects was fluctuat-

ing between 250-280 
Megawatt (MW).

“During the past week, 
the average power gen-
eration from the local 
generation projects was 
fluctuating from 250-280 

or 270-300 MW,” the offi-
cial said.

Earlier this news 
agency reported that 
Kashmir is reeling under 
power deficiency of  
nearly 300 MW.

An of f icial had 
informed that “In Kash-
mir, the power demand 
during the third week 
of  September remained 
around 1350 Megawatts 
(MW).”

He said, “During the 
peak hours, we generally 
had a power demand of  
1300-1350 MWs in Kash-
mir division. However, 
the power availability 
was fluctuating P-06

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Rain in 
the plains and fresh 
snowfall over higher 
reaches led to the plum-
meting of  temperatures 
across Jammu and 
Kashmir on Friday.

According to the 
data accessed, Baram-
ulla recorded the high-
est rainfall of  49.5 mm 
during the past 24 
hours, followed by Gul-
marg at 40.6 mm and 
Kupwara at 37.3 mm.

Pahalgam received 

22.4 mm of  rainfall, 
while Batote recorded 
16.1 mm, Bhaderwah 
15.3 mm, Banihal 10.5 
mm and Kulgam dis-
trict's Kokernag 6.4 

mm. Srinagar received 
16.3 mm of  precipita-
tion, while Qazigund 
recorded 5.8 mm.

Fresh snowfall was 
also reported from sev-

eral higher reaches, 
with Gulmarg receiv-
ing around 2-6 inches 
of  snow, adding to the 
wintry conditions in the 
region.

According to the 
MeT department's daily 
weather bulletin, Sri-
nagar recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of  
15.2 degrees Celsius, 0.7 
degrees below normal, 
while the minimum 
settled at 6.2 degrees 
Celsius, which was 4.9 
degrees above the sea-
sonal average. P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

NEW DELHI: The 
Union Home Ministry 
on Friday extended the 
ban on Zakir Naik’s 
Islamic Research Foun-
dation (IRF) for another 
five years, noting it has 
been indulging in activi-
ties that are prejudicial 
to the security of  the 
country.

The ministry had 
invoked the powers con-
ferred by Sub-section 
(1) of  Section 3 of  the 
Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act, 1967 (37 of  

1967), to declare the IRF 
as an unlawful associa-
tion, which was upheld 
by the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Tribu-
nal, it said in a gazette 
notification.

“The Central Gov-
ernment is of  the opin-
ion that the IRF and its 
members, particularly 
the founder and Presi-
dent of  the IRF, Dr Zakir 
Abdul Karim Naik alias 
Dr Zakir Naik, has been 
encouraging and aiding 
its followers to promote 
or attempt to promote, 
on grounds P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KISHTWAR: In the after-
math of  the killing of  two 
Special Police Officers 
(SPOs), Kishtwar Police 
has issued posters of  
three wanted terrorists 
and announced a cash 
reward of  Rs 30 lakh for 
information leading to 
their arrest.

The wanted terrorists 
have been identified as 
Mohammad Amin alias 
Jahangir, Riyaz Ahmed 
alias Hazari and Mudasir 
Hussain.

Police have appealed 
to the general public to 
share any information 
regarding the where-

abouts and movements 
of  the three terrorists to 
help security agencies 
track them down. P-06

T HE WANTED 
terrorists have 
been identified as 

Mohammad Amin alias 
Jahangir, Riyaz Ahmed alias 
Hazari and Mudasir Hussain.
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Ladakh records 66% rise 
in tourist arrivals in first 10 
months of 2026: LG Saxena

GMK NEWS NETWORK

LEH: Ladakh has regis-
tered a significant surge in 
tourist arrivals, recording 
a 65.90 per cent increase 
during the first ten months 
of  2026 compared to the 
corresponding period last 
year, Lieutenant Governor 
(LG) Vinai Kumar Saxena 
said on Friday.

In a post on X, the LG 
said the Union Territory 
received 4.91 lakh tourists 
between January and Octo-
ber 2026, against 2.96 lakh 
during the same period last 
year.

"...Ladakh has recorded 
an extraordinary tourism 
growth for the sixth con-
secutive month, this year. 
Compared to the corre-
sponding months in 2025, 
the tourist arrivals in 2026 
increased by 121 percent 
in May, 43 per cent in 
June, 56 per cent in July, 
65 per cent in August and 
61 percent in September.," 
he said.

He said the growth 
momentum continued in 

October, with tourist arriv-
als reaching 30,623 com-
pared to 17,537 in October 
last year, registering an 
increase of  74.62 per cent.

Saxena also highlighted 
the month-wise growth in 
tourist arrivals, stating 
that Ladakh witnessed a 
121 per cent increase in 
May, 43 per cent in June, 56 
per cent in July, 65 per cent 
in August and 61 per cent 
in September compared to 
the corresponding months 
of  2025.

The LG attributed the 
growth to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's call to 

promote domestic tourism 
and the targeted policy 
initiatives of  his adminis-
tration aimed at strength-
ening the local tourism 
industry.

He said the increase in 
tourist footfall is also cre-
ating new employment 
opportunities and support-
ing sustainable livelihoods 
for local communities.

"We extend a warm wel-
come to all travellers to 
experience the breathtak-
ing beauty and rich culture 
of  Ladakh, while practic-
ing responsible tourism," 
he said in the post.

Mughal Road Reopened for 
Traffic After Snow Clearance

ADDC Bandipora reviews progress 

of Tangwani bridge at Garoora

Mission Vatsalya organises Capacity 

Building Programme in B'pora

Dir PM VIKAS reviews Education, Non-

Traditional Skilling initiatives in J&K

Health Deptt Shopian launches 

60-day Tobacco-Free Youth Campaign

DLSA Budgam organises Awareness 

Programme on Child Rights and Protection

33,500 hotels, homestays join MakeMyTrip to offer deals for year-end holidays

DC Budgam chairs DLIC 
meeting, reviews progress under 
Mission YUVA

DC Pulwama reviews Developmental Works
Issue of Mini Secretariat pending since 2017 resolved

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Director, 
Pradhan Mantri Virasat Ka 
Samvardhan (PM VIKAS) 
Scheme, Ministry of  
Minority Affairs, Govern-
ment of  India, Neha Giri, 
undertook field visits to PM 
VIKAS training centres in 
Bijbehara, Anantnag and 
Karan Nagar, Srinagar, on 
11–12 November 2026, to 
review implementation of  
the various components of  
the Scheme.

Director, PM VIKAS vis-
ited the Education Compo-
nent Centre at Darul Aloom 
Noori Irfam, Guree, Bijbe-
hara, District Anantnag, 
being run by the National 
Institute for Entrepreneur-
ship and Small Business 
Development (NIESBUD).

During the visit, she 
interacted with trainees, 
trainers and centre staff  
and reviewed the learning 
activities being undertaken 
under the Education Com-
ponent. She emphasised the 
importance of  open-school 
learning in enabling school 
dropouts to resume and 

complete their education 
and encouraged the trainees 
to make effective use of  the 
opportunity available under 
PM VIKAS Scheme.

The trainees also shared 
their learning experiences 
and aspirations for continu-
ing their education. Under 
the Education Component 
of  PM VIKAS Scheme, 
eligible school dropouts 
are provided an educa-
tion bridge programme to 
facilitate open schooling 
at the Class VIII, X and XII 
levels, with assessment and 
certification through the 
National Institute of  Open 
Schooling (NIOS) or other 
institutions approved by 
the Ministry.

The visit was attended 
by officials of  the Social 
Welfare Department, 
including Mushtaq Ahmad 
Maqdoomi, Deputy Direc-
tor, Social Welfare, Kash-
mir, and Aadil Iqbal Lone, 
District Social Welfare Offi-
cer, Anantnag. NIESBUD 
was represented by  Aabid 
Nisar Shah, State Head, 
J&K, along with the Centre 
Coordinator, trainers and 
other officials.

The Director also vis-
ited the PM VIKAS Train-
ing Centre at Karan Nagar, 
Srinagar, being run by ITI 
Limited under the Non-
Traditional Skilling Com-
ponent.

She inspected the train-

ing facilities and interacted 
with trainees undergoing 
training in the National 
Skills Qualifications Frame-
work (NSQF)-aligned job 
role of Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) Technocrat. The Direc-
tor emphasised the growing 
importance of industry-rele-
vant technical and practical 
skills in emerging sectors 
such as Artificial Intelli-
gence and encouraged the 
trainees to make optimum 
use of  the training oppor-
tunity to enhance their 
employability and career 
prospects.

The Non-Traditional 
Skilling Component of  PM 
VIKAS focuses on NSQF-
aligned, placement-linked 
training in non-traditional 
and emerging sectors, with 
emphasis on industry expo-
sure, assessment, certifica-
tion, On-the-Job Training 
and employment linkages.

Training is provided free 
of  cost to eligible benefi-
ciaries with financial sup-
port from the Ministry of  
Minority Affairs.

The trainees shared 
their experiences and the 

skills acquired during the 
programme. The Director 
encouraged them to suc-
cessfully complete their 
training, assessment and 
practical exposure and 
to utilise the opportuni-
ties provided under the 
Scheme for their profes-
sional advancement.

The Srinagar visit was 
attended by Mukhtar 
Ahmad, District Social Wel-
fare Officer, Srinagar. ITI 
Limited was represented by  
Ashfaq Ahmad, Coordina-
tor, along with trainers and 
centre staff. The National 
Skill Development Corpora-
tion (NSDC) was represent-
ed by Kahkashan Anjum, 
State Engagement Officer 
for Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh.

The two-day field visit 
provided an opportunity 
for the Ministry to inter-
act directly with trainees, 
trainers, Project Imple-
menting Agencies and offi-
cials of  the Government 
of  Jammu & Kashmir and 
review implementation of  
PM VIKAS interventions 
at the field level.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: In a  push 
toward building a health-
ier, addiction-free society, 
Office of  the Chief  Medi-
cal Officer (CMO), Shop-
ian, under the banner 
of  the District Health 
Society Shopian and the 
National Tobacco Control 
Programme, organized an 
awareness programme, 
rally and pledge ceremony 
today as part of  the 60-Day 
Tobacco-Free Youth Cam-
paign (TFYC) 4.0.

During the programme, 
District Health Officer, Dr. 
shafkat Ahmed Khan high-
lighted the importance of  

creating awareness among 
people and urged all 
stakeholders, particularly 
educational institutions, 
health workers and com-
munity representatives to 
play an active role in dis-
couraging tobacco use. He 
also administered pledge 
to the participants on the 
occasion.

Carrying banners 
emblazoned with the cam-
paign slogan "Say No to 
Tobacco, Yes to Life," par-
ticipants marched to sensi-
tize the public particularly 
the youth about the severe 
health hazards of  tobacco 
consumption.

The awareness rally 

commenced from the Mini-
Secretariat, Arhama, Shop-
ian and proceeded up to the 
Old Fruit Mandi, Shopian, 
drawing attention to the 
urgent need for collective 
action against tobacco use.

Alongside the rally, an 
awareness programme 
and a formal pledge cer-
emony were held where 
participants committed to 
abstaining from tobacco 
and actively contribut-
ing to the promotion of  a 
tobacco-free community.

Lecturers, SBGM Col-
lege Shopian, students, 
health functionaries and 
other concerned partici-
pated in the programme.
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BUDGAM: District 
Legal Services Author-
ity (DLSA), Budgam, in 
collaboration with the 
Education Department, 
Budgam, Friday organised 
an awareness programme 
on Child Rights and Protec-
tion, with special empha-
sis on the Protection of  
Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act, 
2012 at Government Boys 
Higher Secondary School 
(GBHSS), Beerwah, under 
the banner of  “Surakshit 
Bachpan Abhiyan.”

The programme was 
organised under the direc-
tions and guidance of  Sec-
retary, DLSA Budgam, 
Tabasum Qadir Parray, 

with the objective of  sen-
sitising students and the 
teaching fraternity about 
child rights, child protec-
tion mechanisms, and the 
legal safeguards avail-
able to children under the 
POCSO Act, 2012.

During the programme, 
Advocate Naseer Ahmad 
Khan, Panel Lawyer and 
Advocate Feroz Ahmad 
Khan, deliberated on vari-
ous aspects of  child rights 
and protection. They high-
lighted the key provisions 
of  the POCSO Act, 2012, the 
importance of  preventing 
child abuse and exploita-
tion, the legal remedies 
available to victims, and 
the role of  educational 
institutions, teachers and 
society in ensuring a safe 

and protective environ-
ment for children. The stu-
dents were also sensitised 
about the importance of  
recognising, reporting and 
responding appropriately 
to instances of  abuse.

The programme wit-
nessed the participation of  
teachers, DLSA staff  mem-
bers, Para Legal Volunteers 
(PLVs) and a large number of  
students, who actively attend-
ed the awareness session.

The initiative reaffirmed 
the commitment of  DLSA 
Budgam towards promot-
ing legal awareness, safe-
guarding the rights and 
dignity of  children, and 
strengthening community 
participation in creating 
a safe, secure and child-
friendly environment.
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NEW DELHI:  MakeMy-
Trip Friday announced 
that the second edition of  
‘Travel Ka Muhurat Sale’ 
goes live from Novem-
ber 14, 2026 for travellers 
planning their year-end 
holidays. Participating 
partners comprise 30,000+ 
domestic and 3500+ inter-
national accommodation 
properties, including hotel 
chains, resorts, indepen-
dent hotels, homestays 
and villas, 35 domestic and 
international airlines and 
8 banks (as on November 
11, 2026).

Year-end travel often 
comes with price anxiety, 
as travellers worry about 
rising prices and limited 
availability in December. 
‘Travel Ka Muhurat Sale’ 
gives them a dedicated 

booking window to plan 
ahead and book with con-
fidence, with deals across 
flights, hotels, homestays, 
holiday packages, buses, 
cabs, trains, tours and 
attractions, forex and visa 
services.

The offers cover short 
and long-haul trips, rang-
ing from domestic favou-
rites such as Pondicherry, 
Coorg, the Andamans, Lak-
shadweep, Jammu & Kash-
mir, Kerala, Rajasthan, 

the North-east and Goa, to 
international destinations 
including Japan, Dubai, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Thai-
land, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, 
the UK and the rest of  
Europe. Popular attrac-
tions across the world, 
such as Ferrari World 
(UAE), Universal Studios 
(Singapore), Madame Tus-
sauds (Singapore), Mandai 
Wildlife Group – Night 
Safari and Singapore Zoo 
(Singapore), and Sun World 

Ba Na Hills (Vietnam), 
have also joined forces for 
this campaign.

Raj Rishi Singh, Chief  
Operating Officer, Cor-
porate, Flights, GCC and 
Marketing, MakeMyTrip, 
said, “Shoppers in India 
look forward to festive 
sales, and we believe that 
travel deserves a planning 
season of  its own. With the 
second edition, our focus is 
to go beyond just another 
sale and give India’s trav-
ellers the confidence to 
move from considering 
a holiday to booking one. 
We want ‘Travel Ka Muhu-
rat Sale’ to become a fixed 
date in the calendar, when 
travellers know that they 
can plan their year-end 
break with a range of  sav-
ings, and our partners see 
peak season demand early 
enough to prepare for it.”

To announce the sale, 
MakeMyTrip has unveiled 
a new campaign of  six films 
starring brand ambassadors 
Alia Bhatt and Ranveer 
Singh. The campaign high-
lights different parts of  the 
sale, covering domestic and 
international flights, domes-
tic and international hotels, 
villas and apartments, holi-
day packages and outstation 
cabs. It has been conceptual-
ized by the creative agency, 
Talented.

Members of  MMT-
BLACK, MakeMyTrip’s 
loyalty programme, get 
early access to the sale on 
November 13. Every Friday, 
the campaign brings Black 
Friday Deals as well exclu-
sively for MMTBLACK 
members, and daily Light-
ning Drops release limited 
inventory deals between 6 
PM and 9 PM for all users.
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SHOPIAN: The Mughal 
Road has been reopened 
for vehicular traffic fol-
lowing fresh snowfall and 
a snow-clearance opera-
tion by the Border Roads 
Organisation (BRO).

The road, which con-
nects Kashmir Valley with 
the Pir Panjal region and 
Poonch district of  Jammu, 
had remained closed due to 

snow accumulation along 
the higher stretches.

BRO personnel cleared 
the accumulated snow, 
paving the way for the res-
toration of  traffic move-
ment on the strategic road.

Commuters have been 
advised to follow traffic 
advisories and exercise 
caution while travelling, 
particularly along stretches 
where road conditions may 
remain slippery. [KNT]
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BUDGAM: Deputy Commission-
er (DC) Budgam, Jatin Kishore, 
Friday chaired a District Level 
Implementation Committee 
(DLIC) meeting to assess the 
progress of Mission YUVA imple-
mentation in the district.

The Deputy Commissioner 
reviewed the status of pending 
bank cases, subsidy disburse-
ment, hybrid training, capac-
ity building, Udyam Jagriti, 
ONDC onboarding and progress 
reporting.

He directed the concerned 
banks to expedite the scrutiny, 
sanction and disbursement of all 
eligible cases and ensure clear-
ance of pending subsidy claims 
within stipulated timelines.

Reviewing the training com-
ponent, he instructed the con-
cerned departments and institu-
tions to ensure enrolment and 
completion of all pending train-
ing batches.

He stressed that no approved 
or disbursed case should remain 
unattended and called for opti-
mum utilisation of available 
manpower and resources across 
colleges.

Under Udyam Jagriti, the 
Deputy Commissioner directed 
daily submission of progress 
reports and intensified aware-
ness activities across the district.

He also stressed saturation 
of eligible beneficiaries under 
the Lakhpati Didi initiative and 
accelerated formation of new 
Self-Help Groups (SHGs).

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Mission 
Vatsalya, Bandipora, Friday 
organised a Capacity Build-
ing Programme on Adop-
tion Procedures and timely 
declaration of  Orphan, 
Abandoned and Surren-
dered Children as Legally 
Free for Adoption (LFA).

The programme aimed 
to create awareness among 
stakeholders regarding 
adoption procedures, timely 
identification of  eligible 

children and completion 
of  the necessary legal for-
malities for declaring them 
Legally Free for Adoption.

During the programme, 
speakers highlighted the 
importance of  timely 
intervention, effective 
coordination among con-
cerned departments and 
adherence to prescribed 
legal procedures to ensure 
that eligible children are 
provided an opportunity 
to grow up in a safe, loving 
and permanent family 

environment.
The speakers also delib-

erated on the roles and 
responsibilities of  different 
stakeholders in the adoption 
process, emphasising the 
need for proper documen-
tation, timely reporting and 
coordinated efforts to safe-
guard the best interests and 
welfare of  children.

The programme con-
cluded with an emphasis on 
strengthening coordination 
among all stakeholders and 
ensuring that no eligible 
child is deprived of the oppor-
tunity to find a secure and 
permanent family through 
the adoption process.

Officials from the Dis-
trict Child Protection Unit , 
Child Helpline, Child Help-
desk and Child Care Insti-
tutions (CCIs) attended the 
programme.
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PULWAMA: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Pulwama, 
K.K. Sidha, Friday chaired 
a comprehensive review 
meeting of  Sub-Division 
Tral to assess the physical 
and financial progress of  
developmental works and 
review sector-wise perfor-
mance.

The meeting was 
attended by  MLA Tral, 
Rafiq Ahmad Naik; Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner Tral, Sajid Yehaya 
Naqash; Chief  Planning 
Officer Pulwama, Aashiq 
Khanday; ACD, CEO, ACP, 
BMO, Tehsildars, Execu-
tive Engineers and other 
concerned officers.

During the meeting, 
officers presented detailed 
block-wise and sector-wise 
progress reports of  works 
under the District Capex 
Budget, Constituency 
Development Fund (CDF) 
and other schemes, high-
lighting completed, ongo-
ing and pending works, 
financial achievements, 
tendering status and issues 
requiring administrative 
intervention.

Reviewing CDF works, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
directed the concerned offi-
cers to resolve bottlenecks, 
expedite pending estimates 
and administrative approv-
als, and ensure early ten-
dering and timely comple-
tion of  works. He stressed 

physical verification and 
certification of  completed 
works and directed the 
ACD to update the status 
of  works on the e-Nigrani 
portal. He further instruct-
ed officers to conduct 
proper field assessments 
and reconcile discrepan-
cies in DPRs to ensure 
that proposed works reflect 
actual ground require-
ments.

MLA Tral, Rafiq Ahmad 
Naik, highlighted various 
developmental issues and 
constituency-level priori-
ties, power infrastructure 
deficiencies, transformer 
requirements and other 
pending works requiring 
administrative approvals. 
The Deputy Commissioner 
assured necessary inter-
vention and directed the 
concerned departments to 
address the issues on priority.

A comprehensive review 
of  various sectors, includ-
ing PDD, R&B, Health, 
Education, Jal Shakti, Irri-
gation and Flood Control, 
National AYUSH Mission, 
Rural Development, Social 
Forestry, Forest and Wild-
life, flood restoration and 
other allied departments, 
was also undertaken.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Addition-
al District Development 
Commissioner (ADDC) 
Bandipora, Nazir Ahmad 
Mir, Friday visited Tang-
wani, Garoora to take 
stock of  the ongoing con-
struction work of  Tang-
wani Bridge.

During the visit, the 
ADDC inspected the prog-

ress of  the work and inter-
acted with the concerned 
engineering staff  and 
contractor, seeking status 
regarding the pace of  exe-
cution and other related 
aspects. He stressed the 
importance of  ensuring 
timely completion of  the 
project while maintain-
ing the prescribed quality 
standards.

Later, the ADDC visited 

the Rural Mart at Peth-
koot, where he conducted 
a detailed inspection of  
the facility and took stock 
of  its overall functioning, 
infrastructure, available 
facilities, and ongoing 
activities. He also interact-
ed with the concerned staff  
to assess the operational 
status of  the Rural Mart 
and reviewed the arrange-
ments in place.
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Sakeena Itoo 
reviews functioning 
of NHM in J&K
Calls for optimal utilisation of resources, strengthening 
healthcare infrastructure

'Half of faculty, senior resident 
posts vacant in medical colleges'

Div Com Kashmir reviews Winter Preparedness
Directs prompt Snow Clearance, stocking of Essentials in Remote Areas

      Taste of Independence

Kulgam’s Young ‘Chocolate Girl’ 

Turning Her Passion into Profit

Snowfall leads to closure of 

Kishtwar-Sinthan, SSG Roads

Cabinet gives nod to Urban Asset 
Mapping & Monetisation Policy

Mechanical Engineering Deptt to conduct mock drill in Srinagar

Avny Lavasa reviews preparations 

for Jammu Marathon 2027
Calls for Destination-Specific Tourism Events across Jammu

DG CRPF visits Kulgam, reviews 
counter insurgency operations
Visits injured head constable, lauds his courage, presence of mind
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JAMMU: Minister for 
Health and Medical Edu-
cation and Social Wel-
fare, Sakeena Itoo, Friday 
chaired a comprehensive 
review meeting at the Civil 
Secretariat here, to assess 
the functioning, progress 
and implementation of  
various components of  
the National Health Mis-
sion (NHM) in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Commissioner Sec-
retary, Health and Medi-
cal Education, Saugat 
Biswas; Mission Director, 
National Health Mission, 
J&K, Athar Aamir Ul Shafi 
Khan; Director Finance, 
H&ME; Director Planning, 
H&ME; Director Family 
Welfare and Immuniza-
tion, J&K; Director Health 
Services, Jammu; Director 
Health Services, Kashmir 
and other senior officers of  
Health and Medical Educa-
tion department.

During the meeting, 
the Minister undertook 
a detailed assessment of  
the performance of  NHM 

across various sectors, 
with particular focus on 
public health planning, 
financial management, 
human resource avail-
ability, healthcare infra-
structure, supply of  medi-
cines and essential logis-
tics, diagnostic facilities, 
patient transport services 
and punctuality of  health-
care personnel, besides 
other critical aspects of  
public healthcare delivery.

Taking stock of  the 
progress achieved under 
different NHM inter-
ventions, Sakeena Itoo 
emphasised on the need for 
strengthening implemen-
tation mechanisms and 
ensuring that the resourc-
es being provided under 
the mission translate into 
tangible improvements in 
healthcare services at the 
grassroots level.

She stressed on optimal 
utilisation of  financial 
resources, manpower and 
available infrastructure 
and directed the officers to 
identify existing gaps and 
take time-bound corrective 
measures to address them.

“NHM is an important 

instrument for strength-
ening the public health-
care system. Our focus 
must be on ensuring that 
every resource allocated 
under the mission is uti-
lised efficiently and deliv-
ers measurable benefits to 
the people. There should 
be no gap between the 
availability of  resources 
and  delivery of  health-
care services”,  the Min-
ister said.

She further called for 
greater accountability 
and inter-departmental 
coordination to improve 
the overall functioning of  
healthcare institutions and 
ensure the availability of  
essential services, medi-
cines and diagnostic facili-
ties, particularly in areas 
where access to healthcare 
remains a challenge.

Emphasising on the 
importance of  equitable 
healthcare delivery, Sakee-
na Itoo said that people 
living in remote, far-flung 
and underserved areas must 
receive the same attention 
and quality of  healthcare 
services as those residing 
in urban centres.

SAMEER AHMAD

KULGAM: Urwa tul Wasqa, 
a resident of  Arreh in 
Kulgam district, is carving 
out a sweet niche for herself  
as a young entrepreneur. 
While pursuing her gradua-
tion at Government Degree 
College Kulgam, Wasqa has 
spent the last year running 
a thriving homemade choco-
late business under the brand 
name ‘Talbia Homemade 
Chocolates.’ Determined to 
make a mark across the dis-
trict, she aspires to be popu-
larly known as Kulgam’s 
‘Chocolate Girl.’

Wasqa, Learnt Chocolate 
Making Through YouTube, 
20 year Old Urwa tul Wasqa 
Starts Her Own Business 
and is trying to turn her cre-
ativity and hard work into a 
source of livelihood through 
chocolate making.

Coming from a humble 
background, Wasqa lives 
with her parents and three 
sisters. With her father 
working as a farmer, Wasqa 
decided to balance her aca-
demic studies with entre-
preneurship to financially 
support her household. 
Alongside her sisters, she 

crafts 25 distinct varieties of  
homemade chocolates right 
from her kitchen, supply-
ing them to local shopkeep-
ers in district kulgam and 
Anantnag while catering to 
a growing customer base.

According to Wasqa, the 
venture has proven to be 
highly profitable, generat-
ing a steady income that sig-
nificantly helps her father 
manage family expenses. 
A major chunk of  her sales 
comes from online orders, 
driven by active promotion 
on social media platforms like 
Instagram and WhatsApp.

Urwa said she has been 
preparing different variet-
ies of  chocolates from the 
last one year, including 
chocolates made with dry 
and fresh fruits. Accord-
ing to her, customers have 
responded positively to 

her products, with several 
placing repeat orders after 
making their first purchase.

She said she is currently 
supplying her products 
in district kulgam and 
Anantnag and is working 
to expand her business and 
reach a wider market. After 
returning from college, she 
devotes some time every day 
to preparing chocolates.

Currently, Wasqa is 
showcasing her latest col-
lection of  artisanal choco-
lates at the annual three-day 
Veshu Festival Exhibition in 
Kulgam. Organized by the 
District Administration 
Kulgam in collaboration 
with Mission Yuva, the event 
serves as a vital launchpad 
for local artisans and start-
ups, drawing large crowds 
of  visitors and enthusiastic 
buyers directly to her stall.

UMAISAR GUL

KULGAM: Director Gen-
eral of  Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) G P 
Singh visited South Kash-
mir’s Kulgam District on 
Friday and reviewed the 
ongoing counter-insurgen-
cy operations in the Valley.

In a post on X, the CRPF, 
said: “The DG interacted 
with field officers of  the 
CRPF and Jammu and 
Kashmir Police at Sadura 
in Anantnag, where discus-
sions were held on the way 
forward for intensifying 
counter-insurgency opera-
tions in the Valley.”

The CRPF chief  also vis-
ited Head Constable/GD 
Sonbir Singh, who is under-
going treatment at Army 
Hospital in Srinagar after 

sustaining serious injuries 
during the November 11 
attack at Nowpora, Akhran, 
the paramilitary force said.

According to the CRPF, 
Singh displayed exception-
al courage and presence of  
mind while responding to 
the attack, and his swift 
retaliation helped foil the 
attackers' designs and 

avert a major incident.
The DG CRPF lauded his 

courage and wished him a 
speedy recovery. He also 
expressed gratitude to the 
Indian Army for provid-
ing immediate helicopter 
support for the evacuation 
of  injured personnel and 
ensuring their treatment at 
the Army Hospital.—(KNO)
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SRINAGAR: Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir, 
Anshul Garg, Friday chaired 
a high-level meeting to 
review winter preparedness 
across Kashmir Division, 
emphasising coordinated 
efforts, timely response and 
adequate arrangements 
to ensure uninterrupted 
essential services during 
the winter season.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Deputy Commission-
ers, Commissioner Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation 
(SMC), Director Airport 
Authority Srinagar, SSP 
Traffic Rural and senior 
officers from KPDCL, R&B, 
MED, PMGSY, ULB, BRO, 
NHAI, Irrigation and Flood 
Control, PHE, IMD, FCS&CA, 
Health, SDA, Police and other 
concerned departments.

During the meeting, the 
Divisional Commissioner 
reviewed the snow clear-
ance action plans of  various 

agencies, including MED, 
R&B, PMGSY, ULB, SMC 
and BRO. He directed all 
agencies to ensure prompt 
snow clearance and clearly 
demarcate jurisdictional 
responsibilities to avoid 
duplication and confusion.

He stressed optimal 
utilisation of  available 
machinery and manpower 
and directed the concerned 
agencies to complete all 
pending stage contracts to 
strengthen the snow clear-
ance mechanism.

Concerned Chief  Engi-
neers and officers assured 
the chair that adequate 

arrangements are in place 
to ensure smooth, prompt 
and timely snow clearance 
on highways, major roads, 
streets and inner lanes 
immediately after snowfall.

Reviewing winter power 
preparedness, the Division-
al Commissioner assessed 
electricity demand and 
supply, availability of  
buffer stocks of  transform-
ers, transformer oil, DG sets 
and HSD in Gurez, besides 
the status of  branch cutting.

The meeting was 
informed that all districts 
have adequate transformer 
stocks while 80 percent of  

branch cutting has been 
completed. It was further 
informed that the average 
electricity demand in the 
Valley during winter is 
around 1,700 MW against an 
average supply of  1,300 MW, 
while peak demand during  
touchs to 2,400 MW.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner directed the Chief  
Engineer, KPDCL, to aug-
ment the capacity of  work-
shops wherever required, 
complete the remaining 
branch-cutting work at the 
earliest, strictly adhere to 
scheduled power curtail-
ment timings and ensure 

prompt repair of  damaged 
transformers.

While reviewing the 
availability of  essential 
commodities in remote and 
snowbound areas, including 
Gurez and Karnah-Machil-
Keran belt, the Divisional 
Commissioner directed 
FCS&CA to complete the 
advance stocking of  LPG, 
petroleum products, rice 
and wheat within one week.

He stressed that adequate 
stocks of  essential commod-
ities be ensured in all far-
flung areas to prevent any 
shortage or inconvenience 
to the public during road 
closures.

Taking serious note of  
delays in the commence-
ment of  winter air sorties 
in Bandipora and Kupwara, 
the Divisional Commission-
er directed the Civil Aviation 
Department to operation-
alise the facility by Decem-
ber 1 to facilitate emergency 
transportation from remote 
and inaccessible areas.

SAJID RAINA

JAMMU: Fresh snow-
fall led to the closure of  
Kishtwar-Sinthan-Anant-
nag and the Srinagar-
Sonamarg-Gumri (SSG) 
Road on Friday.

An official said that 
vehicular traffic was sus-
pended on the Kishtwar-
Sinthan-Anantnag road 
(NH-244) due to snow accu-
mulation, while the SSG 
road was shut following 
fresh snowfall along the 
Zojila axis.

An advisory issued by 
the Traffic Police said  the 
Mughal Road (NH-701A), 
connecting Poonch and 
Shopian districts, will be 
open for traffic from both 
sides on Saturday, subject to 
favourable weather condi-
tions, good road conditions 
and clearance from the road 
maintenance agency, GREF, 
the advisory said. “Light 
motor vehicles (LMVs), 
followed by heavy motor 
vehicles (HMVs) of  up to 10 
tyres, will be allowed to ply 
on the road up to 6 pm. No 
vehicle will be permitted 
beyond the prescribed cut-
off  time,” it added.

Meanwhile, traffic 
movement on the Jammu-
Srinagar National High-
way (NH-44) remained 
"very slow "during the past 

24 hours due to single-lane 
stretches, uneven road sur-
faces at Dawal in Udham-
pur and between Marog 
and Kishtwari Pather, 
besides a vehicle break-
down at Nachlana, an offi-
cial said, adding that traf-
fic was regulated at Dawal, 
where a stretch of  around 
30-40 metres is single-lane.

For Saturday, subject 
to favourable weather and 
improved road conditions, 
passenger LMVs, private 
cars and goods-carrying 
vehicles, including HMVs 
and other permitted vehi-
cles, will be allowed to 
ply on NH-44 from both 
Jammu towards Srinagar 
and vice versa, he said, 
adding, security forces con-
voys will also be permitted 
to move in both direc-
tions after confirming the 
highway's status with the 
Traffic Control Unit (TCU) 
Ramban.

The Traffic Police have 
advised commuters to 
undertake journeys on 

NH-44 during daytime and 
avoid night travel due to the 
risk of  shooting stones and 
landslides, besides ongoing 
construction work between 
Ramban and Banihal.

In view of  widening 
work on the Digdol-Khoo-
ni Nalla stretch, the move-
ment of  Kashmir-bound oil 
and gas tankers carrying 
inflammable material will 
remain restricted during 
daytime between 7 am and 
7 pm, as such vehicles are 
not permitted through 
tunnels, the advisory said, 
adding, up-bound tankers 
will be allowed beyond 
Chenani only between 5 
pm and 5 am.

Operators of  goods carri-
ers transporting fresh per-
ishable items and livestock 
have been advised to plan 
their journeys in accor-
dance with traffic adviso-
ries. Heavy vehicle opera-
tors have also been asked to 
avoid overloading, ensure 
vehicle fitness and carry 
sufficient fuel.—(KNO)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Secretary Tour-
ism, Avny Lavasa, Friday 
reviewed the preparations 
for the second edition of  
Jammu Marathon 2027, 
besides assessing publicity 
and promotional initiatives 
and the calendar of  upcom-
ing tourism events across the 
Jammu region.

During the meeting, 
Director Tourism, Jammu, 
Vikas Gupta, presented a 
detailed overview of  the 
Directorate’s ongoing promo-
tional activities, tourism fes-
tivals and proposed roadmap 
for Jammu Marathon 2027.

The meeting undertook 
a comprehensive review of  
key aspects of  the mara-
thon, including event plan-
ning, mobilisation of  partic-
ipants, sponsorship, media 
outreach, promotional 
partnerships and race-day 
arrangements.

Emphasising the need to 
build upon the success and 

experience of  the inaugural 
edition, Avny Lavasa called 
for developing Jammu Mar-
athon into a major annual 
sporting event with national 
appeal, positioning Jammu 
as an emerging destination 
for sports tourism.

She stressed the need for a 
comprehensive publicity and 
outreach strategy encom-
passing print and electronic 
media, social media cam-
paigns, outdoor advertising, 
influencer collaborations, 
running clubs, educational 
institutions and corporate 
organisations to maximise 
participation and visibility.

The Secretary Tourism 
also reviewed preparations 
for upcoming tourism events 
and festivals at prominent 

destinations across the 
Jammu region. She laid par-
ticular emphasis on organ-
ising destination-specific 
cultural festivals, adven-
ture tourism activities and 
promotional programmes at 
Patnitop, Sanasar, Bhader-
wah, Sarthal, Doda, Kisht-
war, Ramban, Rajouri, 
Poonch and other tourist 
destinations.

Underscoring the impor-
tance of  a structured 
approach to tourism promo-
tion, she directed that every 
major tourist destination 
should have a well-defined 
calendar of  events and pub-
licity activities showcasing 
its distinct cultural heritage, 
natural beauty and adven-
ture tourism potential.

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar 
Akshay Labroo on Friday 
said that the Mechanical 
Engineering Department 
(MED) will conduct a city-
wide midnight mock drill 
in the district to assess 
the preparedness of  snow-
clearance machinery.

Talking to reporters 

here, DC Labroo, said, 
“Today itself, MED will 
conduct a mock drill across 
the city during night hours 
so that traffic movement is 
not disturbed. All machines 
will be taken out of  the 
workshops and deployed 
on different routes to check 
whether they are fully 
ready for snow-clearance 
operations.”

The DC said the exercise 

would help officials iden-
tify mechanical issues, 
maintenance requirements 
and coordination gaps that 
could affect snow-clear-
ance operations during 
actual snowfall.

“When the machines 
move along their desig-
nated routes, we will be 
able to assess whether any 
additional coordination or 
maintenance is required. 

All these aspects will be 
examined during the mock 
drill,” he said.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner said the Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation 
(SMC) had already con-
ducted its mock drill on 
Thursday, with machinery 
and manpower of  the con-
cerned departments kept 
on alert. “All machinery 
and manpower are on alert 

for snow clearance. We are 
just waiting for snowfall,” 
he said.

Pertinently, the pre-
paredness exercise comes 
amid an active weather 
spell in Jammu and Kash-
mir. The India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD) has 
forecast widespread rain-
fall across plains and snow-
fall over higher reaches till 
November 14—(KNO)

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: Jammu & 
Kashmir is facing a severe 
shortage of  manpower in 
its medical colleges, with 
nearly half  of  all faculty 
and senior resident posts 
lying vacant in them.

The figures were revealed 
by the Health & Medical 
Education Department in a 
detailed reply submitted to 
the Estimates Committee of  
the J&K Assembly.

The reply was accessed 
against 3782 sanctioned 
posts of  faculty and senior 
residents in Government 
Medical Colleges and 
Dental Colleges, only 2022 
are in position. As many as 
1760 posts are lying vacant.

The two oldest and larg-
est medical institutions of  
J&K are among the worst 
affected.

GMC Srinagar has 632 
doctors in position against 
1,082 sanctioned posts, leav-
ing 450 posts vacant.

Similarly, GMC Jammu 
has 452 in position against 
829 sanctioned posts, leav-
ing 377 posts vacant.

SKIMS Medical Col-
lege has only 64 in posi-
tion against 154 sanctioned 
posts, leaving 90 posts 
vacant.

The situation in the 
newly established medical 
colleges is equally grim.

Among them, GMC Doda 
is the worst hit, with only 33 
doctors in position against 

137 sanctioned posts, leav-
ing 104 posts vacant.

GMC Handwara has 89 in 
position against 202 posts, 
leaving 113 vacant, while 
GMC Baramulla has 146 in 
position against 253 posts, 
leaving 107 vacant.

As per reply, GMC 
Anantnag has 179 in posi-
tion against 283 posts, leav-
ing 104 vacant, while GMC 
Kathua has 120 in position 
against 221 posts, leaving 
101 vacant.

GMC Udhampur has 
97 in position against 203 
posts, leaving 106 vacant, 
while GMC Rajouri has 102 
in position against 199 posts, 
leaving 97 vacant.

The two dental colleges 
are also facing a shortage.

According to the reply, 
Government Dental College 
Srinagar has 58 in position 
against 74 sanctioned posts, 
leaving 16 vacant.

Indira Gandhi Gov-
ernment Dental College 
Jammu has 50 in position 
against 62 sanctioned posts, 
leaving 12 vacant.

According to the reply, 
three colleges have zero 
faculty in position.

Government Unani Med-
ical College Ganderbal has 
no faculty against 35 sanc-
tioned posts, Government 
Ayurvedic Medical College 
Akhnoor has none against 
35 posts, and Government 
Homoeopathic Medical 
College Kathua has none 
against 13 posts—(KNO)

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Cabinet on 
Friday approved the Urban 
Asset Mapping and Mone-
tization Policy, 2026 and the 
J&K Hydropower Policy, 
2026, besides clearing sev-
eral land allotment pro-
posals, including those for 
setting up fruit mandis at 
Pattan, Tral and Kulgam.

Sources that Cabi-
net meeting was held in 
Jammu under the chair-
manship of  Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah.

They said the cabinet 
approved the Urban Asset 
Mapping and Monetiza-
tion Policy, 2026, prepared 
by the Housing and Urban 
Development Department. 
The policy aims at system-
atic identification, map-
ping and optimal utilisa-
tion of  urban assets owned 
by Urban Local Bodies to 
generate revenue for civic 
development.

The Cabinet also cleared 

the J&K Hydropower 
Policy-2026, which seeks 
to promote sustainable 
energy development and 
attract private investment 
for hydropower projects 
up to 100 MW in IPP/PPP 
mode.

In another decision, the 
Cabinet gave its nod for 
e-auctioning through the 
Ministry of  Mines, Gov-
ernment of  India, for grant 
of  an exploration licence 
for copper and nickel and 
associated mineralisation 
in the Sumcham Padder 
block in Kishtwar district.

The Cabinet also 
approved the transfer of  
32 kanals of  Shamilat land 
at Nadikhai and Poshwari 
in Hajin area of  Bandi-
pora district to the Power 
Development Department 
for construction of  a Grid 
Station.

Sources said the Cabinet 
also approved allotment of  
land for establishment of  
fruit mandis at Tral, Pattan 
and Kulgam—(KNO)
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Posting Orders 
Cannot Wait

T
he delay in issuing posting orders to newly 
appointed lecturers in 15 subjects across 
Jammu and Kashmir reflects an unfortunate 
lack of urgency in the functioning of the 
School Education Department. Candidates 

who have successfully cleared the JKPSC selection pro-
cess and received formal appointment orders between 
July and October are still waiting to know where they 
will actually serve. What should have been a smooth 
transition into government service has turned into an 
exhausting wait for them and their families.
It is difficult to understand why candidates who have 
completed the entire selection process and received 
appointment orders are being made to wait for 
months for something as basic as their place of post-
ing. Their selection is complete, their appointments 
have been formalised, yet they remain unable to 
perform the very duties for which they were selected.
The situation is particularly frustrating for those who 
are reportedly required to visit the Directorate of 
School Education every day merely to mark their 
attendance. Spending entire days in offices without 
any meaningful assignment is neither productive 
for the department nor fair to the newly appointed 
lecturers. They are qualified professionals whose 
services should be utilised in classrooms rather than 
kept waiting in administrative corridors.
The delay is also taking a financial and emotional 
toll on families. Some candidates are travelling to 
Srinagar every day without knowing where they will 
eventually be posted. Such uncertainty brings unnec-
essary expenses, inconvenience and mental stress, 
particularly for families living outside the city.
At a time when government schools need qualified teach-
ers and efforts are being made to improve the standard of 
education, keeping newly appointed lecturers away from 
classrooms makes little administrative sense. Every day lost 
in unnecessary paperwork is a day taken away from students 
who could have benefited from their services.
If the appointment orders have already been issued, 
the department must explain what is preventing the 
release of posting orders. If files are pending at the 
Secretariat, the matter should be taken up on prior-
ity. Administrative procedures are meant to facili-
tate governance, not become an excuse for keeping 
deserving candidates in limbo.
The Chief Minister, Education Minister and Commissioner 
Secretary, School Education Department, must intervene 
and ensure that the matter is resolved without further 
delay. The government should also put in place a time-
bound mechanism so that future appointments are fol-
lowed by posting orders without unnecessary gaps.
Young people who have worked hard to secure gov-
ernment employment deserve a fair and transparent 
system. They should not have to run from one office 
to another after securing their appointments.
The School Education Department must remember 
that these lecturers have not been appointed to mark 
attendance in government offices. They have been 
selected to teach. Let them do their job.

      J&K Agrarian Reforms Act

The Law Of Land Resumption 
And The Rights Of Tillers
Understanding The Limited Right Of Ex-Landlords To Resume Land For Bona Fide Personal Cultivation, The 
Safeguards Available To Tillers And The Responsibility Of The Revenue Department In Implementing The Law.

MOHD AMIN MIR

T
he history of  land reforms 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
is incomplete without 
understanding the Jammu 
and Kashmir Agrarian 

Reforms Act, 1976. Enacted to bring 
about a fundamental transformation in 
the agrarian structure, the legislation 
sought to transfer ownership rights to 
actual tillers, restrict concentration of  
agricultural land and ensure social and 
economic justice in rural society.

Among its important provisions, 
Section 7 occupies a distinctive position. 
It deals with the resumption of  land for 
bona fide personal cultivation by an 
ex-landlord. While the general objective 
of  the Act was to vest ownership rights 
in prospective owners, the legislature 
also recognised a limited statutory right 
of  certain former landlords to resume 
a prescribed portion of  land, subject to 
strict conditions.

For revenue officials, landowners, 
tillers and legal practitioners, 
understanding this provision is essential 
because its implementation involves 
historical revenue records, tenancy 
particulars, personal cultivation, 
statutory ceilings and the determination 
of  ownership rights.

What does Section 7 actually 
provide?

Section 7, titled Resumption for bona 
fide personal cultivation by ex-landlord, 
provides that an individual whose rights 
in land were extinguished under Section 
4, and who was entitled to recover rent 
directly from the tiller during Kharif  
1971, could resume land situated 
outside demarcated forests for bona fide 
personal cultivation.

The provision also recognises the 
rights of  eligible members of  a family 
whose rights had been extinguished 
under Section 4. Furthermore, it 
contains a separate provision for certain 
displaced persons allotted evacuees' land 
or land included in Schedule II who were 
not cultivating that land personally.

However, this was never an 
unrestricted right to reclaim ancestral 
property. Eligibility depended upon the 
conditions specifically prescribed under 
the Act.

Conditions and restrictions: The 
heart of  Section 7

Sub-section (2) lays down several 
important safeguards. First, the 
application for resumption had to be 
submitted in the prescribed manner 
within one year of  the commencement 
of  the Act.

Second, the applicant was required 
to establish normal residence in the 
village where the land was situated, 
or in an adjoining village, within six 
months from the date of  resumption, 
for the purpose of  personal cultivation. 
Certain exceptions were provided for 
defence personnel, widows and persons 
physically disabled or incapacitated by 
old age or infirmity.

Third, land held by a tiller paying 
rent at village rates, known as Hasab-
e-Pardah, with or without malikana, 
or by an occupancy tenant, could not 
be resumed. Fourth, a person, or any 
member of  the person's family, who was 
an income-tax payer was not eligible to 
resume land.

The Act also disqualified a person who 
had transferred land through sale, gift 
or bequest on or after September 1, 1971, 
if  the transferred land had previously 
been under his personal cultivation.

These conditions demonstrate that the 
legislature intended to prevent misuse 
of  the resumption provision and protect 
the interests of  genuine cultivators.

How much land could be resumed?
One of  the most important aspects of  

Section 7 concerns the calculation of  the 
area eligible for resumption. Under clause 
(f) of  sub-section (2), the extent of  land 
was determined with reference to the rent 
received by the ex-landlord during Kharif  
1971.

Where rent was received in kind, the 
resumable area had to bear the same 
proportion to the total tenancy holding 
as the rent in kind bore to the total 
produce.

Where rent was received in cash, the 
calculation was to be made by converting 
the cash rent into its equivalent rent in 
kind in accordance with Section 9.

The Act also provided an additional 
20 per cent of  otherwise resumable 

land for specified categories, including 
defence personnel and ex-servicemen, 
widows, certain minor orphans and 
persons incapacitated by age, infirmity 
or disability.

Sub-section (3) further imposed an 
overall ceiling. Ordinarily, the aggregate 
land held in personal cultivation after 
resumption, including the land held by 
the family, could not exceed five standard 
acres. For the specified categories under 
Section 7(2)(f )(iii), the limit was 6.50 
standard acres, subject to the additional 
statutory provisos.

An additional restriction was also 
introduced for persons or their family 
members holding orchards exceeding 100 
kanals. Thus, the extent of  land could 
not be determined merely by looking at 
the total ancestral holding. The statutory 
entitlement had to be calculated in 
accordance with the prescribed formula 
and the applicable ceiling.

Role of the Revenue Officer and the 
importance of Form 5

The Jammu and Kashmir Agrarian 
Reforms Rules, 1977 provide the 
procedural framework for implementing 
Section 7. Rule 15 defines an ex-landlord 
as a person who held land as a landlord 
before May 1, 1973, whose rights were 
extinguished under Section 4(1), and 
who was eligible to resume land under 
Section 7.

Rule 16 prescribes Form 5 for filing 
a petition for resumption. Rule 17 
requires the Revenue Officer to provide 
an opportunity to the parties to arrive at 
a private agreement before proceeding 
with the identification of  land. However, 
such an agreement cannot permit 
resumption beyond the statutory 
entitlement.

Where the parties fail to reach an 
agreement, Rule 18 empowers the 
Revenue Officer to identify the land in 
accordance with prescribed principles. 
The selection must take account of  the 
proportionate rights of  the parties, 
agricultural convenience and existing 
easement rights.

Rule 21 is particularly important. It 
prescribes the procedure for entering 
the resumption mutation, conducting an 
inquiry, hearing the parties, determining 
eligibility and calculating the area that 
may legally be resumed.

The Revenue Officer must record 
findings on the eligibility of  the 
petitioner, the resumability of  the land, 
the extent available for resumption and 
the portion that may actually be allotted 
to the petitioner within the statutory 
ceiling.

This is not a mere clerical exercise. 
It requires careful examination of  the 
original Jamabandi, Khasra Girdawari, 
mutation records, tenancy particulars 
and other relevant documents.

Ownership rights and protection 
of the tiller

Sub-section (4) provides that a person 
legally resuming land under Section 7 
becomes vested with ownership rights in 
the resumed land, other than evacuees' 
land, and is placed in possession after 
the prescribed procedure is completed.

The tiller is also protected regarding 
standing crops and land prepared for 
sowing. The Act provides an opportunity 
to remove the standing crop and, where 
applicable, payment for cultivation 
preparation before possession is 
transferred.

An equally significant safeguard 
is contained in sub-section (5). If  
the person resuming the land fails to 
cultivate it personally within one year of  
entering into possession, the land vests 
in the Union Territory of  Jammu and 

Kashmir, except where the failure is due 
to circumstances beyond that person's 
control.

This provision makes it clear that 
resumption was intended for genuine 
agricultural purposes and not as a 
means of  obtaining land for speculation 
or subsequent commercial exploitation.

A provision that must be read with 
Section 8

Section 7 cannot be understood in 
isolation. Section 8 explains the vesting 

of  ownership rights in the prospective 
owner for the land remaining with the 
tiller after resumption.

Where the ex-landlord resumes the 
entire permissible area, the remaining 
land vests in the tiller or the tiller's legal 
heirs in accordance with the statutory 
provisions. Where the ex-landlord 
cannot resume the entire eligible area 
because of  the ceiling under Section 
7(3), Section 8 provides the mechanism 
for vesting ownership rights in the 
remaining land, subject to the applicable 
levy provisions.

This relationship between Sections 
7 and 8 reflects the central philosophy 
of  agrarian reforms: a limited right of  
resumption for eligible former landlords, 
alongside the statutory protection and 

ownership rights of  actual cultivators.
An important subsequent legal 

development
There is another provision that 

deserves particular attention while 
discussing the present legal position. 
Sub-section (8) was inserted into Section 
7 through the Union Territory of  Jammu 
and Kashmir Adaptation of  State Laws 
Fifth Order, 2020. It provides that from 
the date notified by the Government, no 
application for resumption of  land shall 
be entertained under this section.

This subsequent amendment is 
important because the original one-
year application period and the later 
statutory restriction must not be 
confused. Any present-day claim or 
proceeding requires examination of  the 
applicable notification, the historical 
proceedings and the orders already 
passed by the competent authority. The 
mere existence of  Section 7 in the statute 
book does not create an unrestricted 
fresh right to seek resumption.

The need for historical revenue 
records and legal accuracy

The practical implementation 
of  Section 7 requires an accurate 
understanding of  historical land 
records. Entries relating to Kharif  1971, 
the rent received by the ex-landlord, 
the nature of  tenancy, the area of  the 
holding and subsequent mutations are 
all relevant to determining the statutory 
entitlement.

The Revenue Department must ensure 
that no party receives more land than 
the law permits and that the rights 
already vested in prospective owners 
are not disturbed through an incorrect 
interpretation of  historical entries.

The principles discussed in revenue 
reference literature, including 
Jadeed Yadgare Maal, are valuable 
for understanding the terminology, 
traditional revenue practices and 
historical background of  land 
administration. The relevant discussion 
in that book should be read alongside 
the actual statutory provisions and the 
Agrarian Reforms Rules, 1977.

Conclusion: The law must 
protect both sides
Section 7 represents an important 

balance in the history of  Jammu and 
Kashmir's land reforms. It recognised 
a limited right of  eligible ex-landlords 
while ensuring that the broader objective 
of  agrarian reforms—the protection of  
actual tillers and the redistribution of  
ownership rights—was not defeated.

For the Revenue Department, the 
responsibility is to interpret and 
implement this provision strictly in 
accordance with the law, supported 
by authentic historical records and 
reasoned orders.

Land disputes often continue for 
generations because of  incomplete 
records, misunderstood legal provisions 
and conflicting interpretations 
of  old revenue entries. A proper 
understanding of  Section 7 can help 
prevent such disputes and strengthen 
public confidence in the revenue 
administration.

The ultimate principle should remain 
clear: neither historical ownership claims 
nor the rights of  tillers can be determined 
by assumptions. Every decision must 
stand on the foundation of  the law, verified 
revenue records and justice.

Mohd Amin Mir is a columnist 
and  legal affairs writer who focuses 

on governance, land reforms, and 
institutional accountability in Jammu 

& Kashmir. He can be mailed at 
miramin354@gmail.com

For revenue 
officials, 
landowners, 

tillers and legal 
practitioners, 
understanding 
this provision is 
essential because 
its implementation 
involves 
historical revenue 
records, tenancy 
particulars, 
personal 
cultivation, 
statutory 
ceilings and the 
determination of  
ownership rights.
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Strengthening Women Entrepreneurs 
Through Government Schemes

     Your Brain Is Listening

Why Negative Self-Talk Can Quietly Destroy Your Confidence

MIR ULFAT

W
omen in Kashmir have 
been able to empower 
themselves due to the 
rise of  entrepreneur-
ship. More and more 

women are now moving away from 
conventional paths and venturing into 
entrepreneurship. Women in Kashmir 
have been using their creativity, skill, 
and determination to earn for them-
selves.

Women in Kashmir have consider-
able potential. They can use their skills 
in handicrafts, handlooms, embroi-
dery, food processing, agriculture, 
tourism, beauty and wellness, tailor-
ing, education, and digital services. 
Many women are taking advantage 
of  their traditional skills to become 
entrepreneurs. Using their skills, they 
can produce products like Pashmina, 
Kashmiri embroidery, handmade 
goods, traditional foods, and much 
more. They are selling these products 
nationally using online resources.

Entrepreneurship may make a 
huge difference to the lives of  women. 
It helps them boost their confidence, 
enhances their financial indepen-
dence, and enables them to take part 
in family or entrepreneurial decision-
making processes. By earning money 
through entrepreneurship, women 
will be able to become financially 
secure and motivate others in their 
community to do the same.

The Government of  Jammu and 
Kashmir has undertaken various pro-
grams to empower women and boost 
entrepreneurship among them. Tejas-
wini: The Radiant: This program is 
intended to help young women estab-
lish businesses that earn money based 
on their skills and interests. It includes 
assistance for activities like boutiques, 
beauty parlours, tailoring, training insti-

tutes, and other small-scale businesses.
Mission YUVA: This program is meant 

for the promotion of entrepreneurship 
and self-employment among the youth 
of Jammu and Kashmir. It offers finan-
cial assistance and incentives along with 
other kinds of institutional assistance to 
the eligible entrepreneurs.

Jammu and Kashmir Startup 
Policy 2024-2027: This program deals 
with strengthening the start-up eco-
system, fostering innovation, and 
offering institutional assistance and 
incubation services to the emerging 
entrepreneurs. It also includes further 
assistance for women-owned ventures.

UMEED: J&K Rural Livelihoods 
Mission: Provides women in rural 
areas with opportunities to save 
money, gain skills, generate income, 
and gain access to the market through 
Self-Help Groups. While these initia-
tives can give women some ideas, 
they may not have enough funds, 
direction, and institutional support. 
Farida Akhter from Anantnag started 
her own boutique called Anna's Bou-
tique. She used funds from the PMEGP 

scheme to develop her own business. 
She has created 5 jobs through her 
business. Farida used her tailoring 
skills to create a sustainable income.

Across the Kashmir region, women 
artisans and craft entrepreneurs are 
creating opportunities. Women-led ini-
tiatives such as the Noor Aari Crafts 
Producer Company in Srinagar are 
providing more income for artisans. 
Although there are more opportunities 
for women entrepreneurs in Kashmir, 
there are still many issues they can face. 
These include a lack of  funds, lack of  
knowledge in running a business, family 
commitments, societal pressures, and 
gaining access to a larger market.

Many women have amazing ideas 
and skills but lack the knowledge of  
how to turn them into profitable busi-
nesses. Some are unwilling to apply 
for funds from banks and government 
departments as they do not know what 
schemes are available. Technology is 
yet another key determinant for the 
development of  women entrepre-
neurs. Social media sites and other 
internet technologies will provide 

women entrepreneurs with an avenue 
to market their products and connect 
with their consumers far away from 
them. They require training in vari-
ous areas such as digital marketing, 
payments, packaging, customer care, 
and e-commerce so as to utilize these 
tools effectively. Women entrepre-
neurs need to be encouraged to take 
part in decision-making and run their 
enterprises independently.

In order to help the process of  
women entrepreneurship in Kashmir 
to flourish, it is necessary to make 
some sort of  effort on the part of  the 
government, educational institutions, 
financial agencies, private sector, and 
civil societies. Training and Skills: 
They need to be trained in various 
fields such as business management, 
digital marketing, finance, product 
design, and communication.

Financial Assistance and Aware-
ness: There should be an increase in 
awareness about government pro-
grams, bank loans, and other financial 
assistance available to female entre-
preneurs. Moreover, they should be 

guided on applications and financing 
issues. Market Access: There should be 
more emphasis on business meetings, 
exhibitions, trade fairs and so on to 
market their products. This will lead to 
better market linkages and expansion 
of  their business.

Family & Community Support: The 
family and community must support 
the women to start their own business 
ideas. This will help the women to find 
out a balance between their responsi-
bilities and their professional dreams.

Mentoring: Mentors and experi-
enced business people must support 
women who want to start their own 
business. They will guide them and 
teach them about the requirements of  
the market and how to deal with prob-
lems and challenges. Support for Rural 
Women: Women living in rural areas 
must get special support through Self-
Help Groups, local industries, home-
based businesses, and vocational train-
ing programs. Proper support regard-
ing finance and markets will help them 
become financially independent.

Educational institutions also have 
an important role to play in develop-
ing entrepreneurship skills among 
the girls. Programs like workshops, 
competitions, and other awareness 
programs can give them an insight into 
entrepreneurship as a viable career 
option. Women-led businesses and 
self-employment can create positive 
change in Kashmir. Not only can it pro-
vide them with financial security, but 
it can also benefit their family, create 
jobs, and inspire the next generation.

Kashmiri women have consider-
able talent, knowledge, and traditional 
skills and can be successful in many 
aspects. They just need equal opportu-
nities, direction, funds, and an encour-
aging environment.

Women's entrepreneurship 
shouldn't just be seen as a way to 
make money but as an important step 
towards equality, dignity, confidence, 
and inclusive development. When 
women are creating jobs instead of  
searching for jobs, the whole commu-
nity is moving forward to a stronger, 
independent future.

The author can be mailed at mirul-
fat852@gmail.com

DR. REYAZ AHMAD

T
here is a dangerous habit 
many people practice 
every day without realiz-
ing its cost. It looks harm-
less, sounds casual, and 

is often delivered with laughter. A 
student says, “I am terrible at math-
ematics.” A young professional jokes, 
“I always mess things up.” A parent 
says, “My memory is finished.” Some-
one trying a new skill laughs and 
says, “I can never learn this.” The 
room may smile, the speaker may 
not mean it seriously, but the brain 
is listening. And the brain does not 
always know the difference between 
a joke and an instruction repeated 
often enough.

Words are not just sounds. They 
are mental signals. When we repeat-
edly speak negatively about our-
selves, we slowly train our mind to 
accept those statements as truth. A 
sentence spoken once may disappear, 
but a sentence repeated again and 
again begins to build an inner iden-
tity. “I am weak.” “I am unlucky.” 
“I am not intelligent.” “I cannot 
change.” These are not innocent 
remarks; they can become psycho-
logical walls. Many people are not 
defeated first by failure, poverty, 
competition, or criticism. They are 
defeated first by the language they 
use about themselves.

Modern life has made self-mock-
ery fashionable. People insult them-
selves before others can insult them. 
They joke about their weaknesses to 
appear humble, funny, or realistic. 
But there is a difference between 
humility and self-destruction. Humil-

ity says, “I still have much to learn.” 
Self-destruction says, “I am useless.” 
Humility keeps the door open for 
growth. Negative self-talk locks the 
door from inside.

Consider the example of  a stu-
dent who repeatedly says, “I am bad 
at mathematics.” The student may 
have struggled in one test, misun-
derstood one chapter, or faced one 
poor teaching experience. But when 
that experience becomes an identity, 
the real damage begins. The next 
time the student sees a mathemat-
ics problem, the brain does not say, 
“Let us try.” It says, “This is not for 
us.” Fear rises before effort begins. 
The student avoids practice, avoids 
asking questions, and avoids chal-
lenges. Eventually, the poor result 
confirms the false belief. The prob-
lem was not lack of  ability alone; it 
was the mental command repeated 
for months or years.

This happens beyond classrooms 
as well. A person who says, “I always 
fail in interviews,” enters the next 
interview already carrying defeat. A 
worker who says, “I am not a leader,” 
may never take initiative even when 
opportunity appears. A person who 

says, “I cannot control my anger,” 
gives anger permission to control 
him. A society that keeps telling its 
youth, “You are careless, weak, and 
irresponsible,” should not be sur-
prised when many young people stop 
believing in their own capacity.

The brain is shaped by repetition. 
What we repeat becomes familiar, 
and what becomes familiar often 
feels true. That is why irresponsible 
self-talk is not a small matter. It 
affects confidence, attention, cour-
age, discipline, and performance. The 
words we speak create emotional cli-
mates inside us. Some words create 
fear. Some create hope. Some create 
helplessness. Some create movement.

This does not mean we should lie 
to ourselves or pretend that every-
thing is perfect. Positive think-
ing is not the denial of  reality. It is 
the responsible interpretation of  
reality. There is a great difference 
between saying, “I failed, therefore 
I am a failure,” and saying, “I failed, 
therefore I need a better method.” 
The first statement attacks identity. 
The second improves strategy. The 
first weakens the person. The second 
strengthens the process.

A healthier language of  self-talk 
does not require exaggeration. We do 
not need to say, “I am the best,” when 
we are still learning. But we can say, 
“I am improving.” We do not need to 
say, “This is easy,” when it is difficult. 
But we can say, “This is difficult, and 
I can approach it step by step.” We 
do not need to deny weakness. But 
we must not convert weakness into 
permanent destiny.

Parents, teachers, and leaders 
have a special responsibility in this 
matter. Children often borrow their 
inner voice from the adults around 
them. A child who repeatedly hears, 
“You are careless,” may begin to act 
careless. A student who constantly 
hears, “You will never understand,” 
may stop trying to understand. A 
young employee who is always told, 
“You are not capable,” may lose the 
courage to show capability. Words 
spoken by authority figures can 
become internal scripts for life.

Therefore, correction must be firm 
but constructive. Instead of  saying, 
“You are lazy,” say, “Your effort today 
was not enough.” Instead of  saying, 
“You are weak,” say, “This skill 
needs practice.” Instead of  saying, 
“You always fail,” say, “Let us find 
where the method went wrong.” Such 
language does not hide mistakes; 
it separates the mistake from the 
person. That separation is essential 
for growth.

The same principle applies to our 
private conversations with ourselves. 
Every person has an inner teacher. 
For some, that teacher is encourag-
ing and disciplined. For others, it is 
cruel, hopeless, and insulting. We 
must ask ourselves: what kind of  
teacher lives inside my mind? Does 
it guide me or shame me? Does it cor-
rect me or crush me? Does it remind 
me of  possibility or imprison me in 
the past?

The most powerful change begins 
with awareness. Listen carefully to 
the words you use about yourself. 
Notice how often you say, “I cannot,” 
“I always,” “I never,” or “This is 

impossible for me.” These absolute 
words are dangerous because they 
close the future. Replace them with 
words that leave room for effort. Say, 
“I cannot do this yet.” Say, “I have 
struggled before, but I can improve.” 
Say, “I need practice.” Say, “I made 
a mistake, but I am not a mistake.”

This shift may look small, but it 
is not. Language is the architecture 
of  thought. Thought shapes attitude. 
Attitude shapes action. Action shapes 
destiny. A person who changes his 
inner language begins to change his 
relationship with difficulty. Problems 
no longer appear as final judgments; 
they become challenges to be studied. 
Failure no longer becomes proof  of  
worthlessness; it becomes informa-
tion. Criticism no longer becomes a 
wound; it becomes a mirror.

In a world full of  external noise, 
one of  the most important voices is 
still the one we carry within our-
selves. We may not control every 
event, every person, or every out-
come. But we can learn to control 
the words we repeatedly speak over 
our own lives. That control is not a 
luxury; it is mental discipline.

So stop joking about your own 
defeat. Stop calling yourself  inca-
pable in the name of  humor. Stop 
planting seeds of  weakness in your 
own mind and then wondering why 
confidence does not grow. Speak to 
yourself  with honesty, but also with 
respect. Challenge yourself, but do 
not curse yourself. Correct yourself, 
but do not condemn yourself.

Your brain is listening. Make sure 
it hears a voice that teaches courage, 
not surrender; growth, not helpless-
ness; responsibility, not defeat. Some-
times the first step toward changing a 
life is not changing the world outside, 
but changing the sentence we keep 
repeating inside.

Author is Associate Faculty, 
HBMSU, Dubai, UAE. He can be 

mailed at reyaz56@gmail.com
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MBBS aspirants, parents protest, 
seek NMC approval for KMC

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: With the admis-
sions deadline approaching, 
MBBS aspirants and their par-
ents staged a protest at Press 
Colony here on Friday, urging 
the National Medical Commis-
sion to grant Kashmir Medical 
College a Letter of  Permission 
without further delay.

The students and parents, 
expressed concern over the pro-
longed uncertainty surrounding 
the proposed medical college, 
saying the delay in securing the 
mandatory approval was jeop-
ardising the academic future of  
more than 100 aspiring medi-
cal students. They said their 
demand was aimed at ensuring 
that the institution becomes 
operational and admissions 
are allowed to begin within the 
stipulated timeframe, rather 
than targeting any individual 
or authority.

According to the protest-
ing aspirants, the issue has 
remained unresolved for the 
past five months despite repeat-
ed efforts to seek intervention 
from the concerned authorities.

One of  the students said they 
had approached the High Court 
in September and received a 
favourable hearing on Octo-
ber 27, but the matter was yet 
to reach a conclusion. "With 
November 16 approaching and 
the next court hearing sched-
uled for November 20, we are 
worried about losing another 
academic year. We appeal to the 
concerned authorities to inter-
vene and resolve the issue at the 
earliest," he said.

The students maintained that 
an early decision on the LoP 
would not only protect their 
academic interests but also help 
strengthen medical education 
facilities in Jammu and Kash-
mir.

Meanwhile, the All India 
Medical Students Association 
(AIMSA) has extended its sup-
port to the affected students 
and called on the Union Health 
Ministry to intervene urgently 
to resolve the pending approval 
issue, expressing serious con-
cern over the five-month delay.

Dr Mohammad Momin Khan, 
President of  AIMSA, said 
granting permission to Kash-
mir Medical College to com-
mence its MBBS programme 
would open up additional 
opportunities for students 
from the Valley to pursue 
medical  education within 
Jammu and Kashmir instead 
of  having to look outside the 
region or abroad. He said the 
proposed institution represent-
ed an important opportunity 
to expand the region's medi-
cal education infrastructure 
and called upon people across 
Jammu and Kashmir to support 

the initiative.
Dr Burhan Hameed, Chief  

Advisor of  AIMSA, said the 
future of  more than 100 aspiring 
medical students could not be 
left uncertain due to prolonged 
administrative delays, urging 
the authorities to take immedi-
ate and concrete measures to 
settle the matter, particularly 
in view of  the November 16 
deadline.

AIMSA has also appealed 
to Union Health Minister J.P. 
Nadda to personally intervene 
in the matter and facilitate an 
early resolution, saying the 
interests of  the affected students 
must be safeguarded. The asso-
ciation reiterated its support 
for the students and urged the 
authorities to ensure that the 
pending LoP issue is resolved 
before the deadline, allowing 
the admission process to move 
forward without further uncer-
tainty—(KNO)

Religious Leaders Back Simpler Weddings, 
Traditional Seven-Dish Wazwan

REHAN QAYOOM 

SRINAGAR: With Kashmir's 
wedding celebrations increas-
ingly turning into "a competi-
tion" over food, spending and 
social status, religious leaders 
across the Valley on Friday 
called for a return to simpler 
marriages and the traditional 
"seven-dish Wazwan."

Backing the Kashmir Waza 
Association's decision of  not 
serving wedding dinners after 
10 pm, prominent religious 
scholars said that the move 
is a welcome step, but more 
needs to be done to discourage 
unnecessary customs, excessive 
spending and the growing trend 
of  families trying to outdo one 
another through elaborate wed-
ding feasts.

Grand Mufti of  Jammu and 
Kashmir Mufti Nasir-ul-Islam 
Farooqi appreciated the mea-
sures taken by the Waza com-
munity to improve Wazwan 
arrangements, ensure punctu-
ality and maintain discipline 
and tradition. He urged people 

to keep the number of  Wazwan 
dishes and other arrangements 
moderate and make Nikah 
simple, dignified and easy, and 
called upon religious scholars 
and Imams to ensure that Nikah 
ceremonies were conducted 
within reasonable timelines. 
"Our traditions and cultural 
values are our identity, but they 
should not become an obstacle 
in performing an important 
Sunnah like Nikah," he said.

Maulana Riyaz-ul-Haq 
Noorabadi, Imam and Khateeb 
at the historic Aasar-e-Shareef  
Dargah Hazratbal, also wel-
comed the decision, saying it 
will have a positive impact on 
society, and called for simple 
Nikah ceremonies.

Aga Syed Hadi, a Shia reli-
gious scholar, called the deci-
sion a welcome step and urged 
the Waza Association to issue 
a memorandum recommend-
ing a limited number of  dishes, 
saying the responsibility of  
bringing change should not be 
left entirely to the public. "Our 
society may not understand on 

its own. The Waza Association 
should take the initiative. We 
traditionally had seven dishes in 
Wazwan, and we should return 
to that practice," he said.

Dr Abdul Latif  Alkindi, pres-
ident of  Jamiat Ahle Hadith, 
Jammu and Kashmir, termed 
the decision a welcome and 
positive step, saying it should be 
supported by everyone. He said 
late-night wedding functions 
also affect the sleep and routine 
of  guests, religious scholars and 
Imams, and called for simpler 
ceremonies.

The calls for change have 
also found support among 
residents.

Sahil Shafiq, a resident of  
Habba Kadal, Srinagar, said 
people should support the initia-
tive, adding that weddings had 
increasingly turned into a compe-
tition over the number of dishes 
served. "Whenever someone 
organises a wedding, there is a 
competition. If one family serves 
a certain number of Wazwan 
dishes, another wants to serve 
even more," he said. —(KNO)

Political Rivalry
leave no stone unturned in your pur-

suit of  victory. Give it your absolute best, 
compete with all your might, but once the 
match is over, let friendship and mutual 
respect prevail,” he said.

“Compete fiercely, give your best and 
fight for victory, but let the rivalry end 
with the final ball. Once the match is over, 
embrace one another and walk away as 
friends. Because this is a contest, not a 
conflict. You may be my opponent, but you 
are not my enemy,” he added.

Emphasising that the spirit of  the tour-
nament should go beyond competition, the 
chief  minister said that while teams would 
compete against each other on the field, 
the real achievement would be the friend-
ships and bonds they establish during 
their stay in Jammu.

He observed that victory and defeat were 
integral to sports and urged participants 
to treat both with equanimity.

Quoting renowned writer Rudyard 
Kipling, he said, “If  you can meet with 
triumph and disaster, and treat both those 
imposters just the same,” adding that suc-
cess and failure were temporary, while the 
friendships and memories created through 
such events endured.

Referring to Jammu and Kashmir’s 
recent sporting achievements, the chief  
minister said that if  the same team contin-
ued to win every time, Jammu and Kash-
mir might not have had the opportunity 
to bring home the Ranji Trophy last year, 
underlining that competition and changing 
fortunes were part of  the sporting journey.

Abdullah said the tournament was a wel-
come initiative that provided an opportu-
nity to recognise and celebrate the contri-
bution of  university employees who work 
behind the scenes in strengthening aca-
demic institutions.

“Universities are not just about stu-
dents. They are also built by the people 
who work behind the scenes to make these 
institutions shine. Often, these employ-
ees do not get the opportunity to come to 
the forefront. This tournament gives them 
a platform to showcase their talent and 
come together through sports,” he said.

Welcoming the participating teams to 
Jammu, he described the city as the City 
of  Temples and invited the players to visit 
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi shrine and explore 
the region’s cultural and historical attrac-
tions, including the Border Tourism facili-
ties along the International Border.

The chief  minister also encouraged the 
visitors to experience the hospitality and 
culinary traditions of  Jammu, particu-
larly the rich Dogra cuisine, which he said 
deserved as much appreciation as the well-
known delicacies of  Kashmir.

Security Beefed
priority is to prevent any further untow-

ard incident while ensuring that normal 
public movement is not affected," the offi-
cer said.

Pertinently, the attack took place on 
Wednesday afternoon in the Akhran area 
of  Kulgam, near Mir Bazar, when terror-
ists opened fire on a CRPF checkpoint, 
injuring three personnel.

The incident triggered an immediate 
response from security forces.

Following the attack, police, CRPF and 
Army soldiers launched search opera-
tions in the surrounding areas to trace 
the attackers. Investigators are also exam-

ining CCTV footage collected from nearby 
commercial establishments and other loca-
tions to establish the route taken by the 
assailants before and after the incident.

Security agencies are examining pos-
sible links of  Mohammed Lateef  Bhat, a 
local commander of  the banned Lashkar-
e-Taiba (LeT), with the attack. Bhat had 
reportedly escaped a security operation 
in Shopian in July this year. However, 
officials said confirmation regarding the 
identity of  the attackers was awaited.

An official said: "The alertness of  the 
personnel and their prompt response pre-
vented the attackers from causing greater 
damage. They were forced to retreat with-
out achieving their objective."

Meanwhile, the Ministry of  Home Affairs 
convened a high-level security meeting 
after receiving a briefing from the CRPF 
on the incident.

Security agencies are maintaining 
heightened vigilance across the Valley, 
with the Special Operations Group (SOG) 
and other forces deployed at sensitive loca-
tions, highways and busy public areas.

Officials said the additional measures 
were precautionary and aimed at main-
taining security without disrupting rou-
tine civilian movement—(KNO)

J&K Police question
evidence. Investigating agencies are 

examining footage from nearby CCTV cam-
eras to trace the attackers' movements and 
their escape routes,” said another official.

Meanwhile, a massive search operation 
to track down the attackers involved in 
the firing on the CRPF party continued 
for the third consecutive day on Friday, 
with security forces extending searches to 
nearby villages.

Pertinently, terrorists had opened fire 
on a CRPF party at Akhran village of  
Kulgam, on Wednesday, injuring three per-
sonnel and triggering a massive cordon 
and search operation in the area.

Officials said that security forces have 
maintained a heightened vigil across 
the district, with barricades erected and 
armoured vehicles deployed at several 
locations. Vehicles are being stopped and 
frisked at security checkpoints as part of  
intensified security measures.

They said security agencies are using 
both human and technical intelligence 
to develop leads and trace the attackers. 
Several suspects have also been picked 
up by police for questioning as part of  the 
investigation.

Search teams are combing residential 
localities, orchards and adjoining areas, 
with sniffer dogs also pressed into service 
to assist the operation. Searches are being 
conducted at multiple locations across the 
district through coordinated efforts of  
police and other security forces.

Security has been strengthened at sev-
eral places across Kashmir, with police 
and paramilitary personnel and Army con-
ducting random vehicle checks as part of  
heightened surveillance—(KNO)

LG Pays Tributes
condemn the cowardly attack”.
“Their courage, unwavering dedica-

tion and selfless service to the nation will 
always be remembered. My deepest con-
dolences to the bereaved families in this 
hour of  immense grief. We stand shoulder 
to shoulder with them in solidarity,” the 

Lt Governor said.
The preliminary investigation ruled out 

abduction of  the two SPOs before their 
killing, the officials said.

The incident occurred at an altitude of  
8,858 feet between Deharna and Kiyar vil-
lages, while the two SPOs were heading to 
a post at Basnand, the officials said.

They said a massive operation is under-
way to identify, track and neutralise the 
assailants.

Posted with the Special Operations 
Group (SOG) of  the local police at Kiyar 
village in Dachhan, they went missing on 
Wednesday while travelling from their 
camp to an Army post for patrolling duty 
at Deharna-Marwah.

The two SPOs were locals and were 
aware of  the topography of  the area, the 
official said.

Kiyar is located in the high-altitude 
Dachhan valley at an average regional 
elevation of  roughly 2,880 metres (9,460 
feet). Deharna, situated at an elevation of  
6,560 to 7,220 feet, lies about 14 km from 
the Marwah tehsil headquarters and 30 to 
50 km from Kishtwar town. It lacks direct 
all-weather road connectivity.

While Kishtwar is located 210 km from 
winter capital of  Jammu, the area where 
the incident took place is further located 
50 km in mountainous region.

Director General Police Nalin Prabhat 
visited Kishtwar district headquarters on 
Thursday evening to review the situation, 
while Inspector General of  police, Jammu 
range, Tejinder Singh is likely to visit the 
area later in the day, the officials said.

Security forces continued the search 
operation for third day to identify and 
apprehend the attackers involved in the 
incident.

Rain, Snowfall
Gulmarg, one of  the coldest places in the 

Valley, recorded a maximum temperature 
of  6.2 degrees Celsius and a minimum of  
minus 0.5 degrees Celsius. The maximum 
was three degrees below normal, while the 
minimum was almost in line with the sea-
sonal average.

In Pahalgam, the maximum temperature 
settled at 14.1 degrees Celsius, 1.1 degrees 
above normal, while the minimum was 
recorded at 4 degrees Celsius, 5.2 degrees 
above the seasonal average.

Kupwara recorded a maximum temper-
ature of  10.3 degrees Celsius, 5.7 degrees 
below normal, while the minimum settled at 
4 degrees Celsius, 3.7 degrees above normal.

Qazigund recorded a maximum of  13.4 
degrees Celsius and a minimum of  6.4 
degrees Celsius, while Kokernag registered 
14 degrees and 5.2 degrees Celsius, respec-
tively.

In the Jammu region, Jammu city record-
ed a maximum temperature of  28 degrees 
Celsius and a minimum of  16.3 degrees Cel-
sius. Banihal recorded 25.5 degrees as its 
maximum temperature, while Bhaderwah 
registered 15.3 degrees Celsius.

Meanwhile, the Meteorological Centre 
Srinagar has forecast a brief  spell of  light 
rain and snowfall over higher reaches at 
scattered places towards late afternoon on 
November 13 and 14.

The weather is expected to remain gener-
ally dry from November 15 to 21, although 
cloudy conditions may develop towards 
November 20 and 21. Generally dry weather 
is likely to continue from November 22 to 24.

The MeT department has advised farm-
ers to resume agricultural operations from 

November 15 onwards.
Earlier, the department had cautioned 

that precipitation and snowfall over higher 
reaches could affect movement along impor-
tant mountain passes and hilly roads, advis-
ing travellers and transporters to remain 
updated about weather and road condi-
tions—(KNO)

MHA Declares Zakir
of  religion, disharmony or feelings of  

enmity, hatred or ill-will between different 
religious communities and groups which are 
prejudicial to the integrity and security of  
the country,” it said.

The statements and speeches made by 
Naik are objectionable and subversive and 
he has been promoting enmity and hatred 
amongst different religious groups and 
inspiring youths of  a particular religion in 
India and abroad to commit terrorist acts, 
it said.

Naik made radical statements and speech-
es to millions of  people worldwide through 
international satellite TV networks, Inter-
net, print and social media, it said.

The ministry said the outfit will escalate 
secessionism by supporting militancy and 
undertake activities which are prejudicial 
to the sovereignty, integrity and security of  
the country, it said.

Police Announces
The move comes amid intensified security 

measures in Kishtwar district following the 
killing of  two SPOs.

Kashmir Faces
between 1000-1150 MWs.”
The official further said that the power 

supply keeps on fluctuating. “Thus, the 
power demand and availability also varies 
from time to time. During that period we 
enforce grid curtailment.”

It is pertinent to mention that Jammu 
and Kashmir was importing nearly 84 per-
cent of  power from other states in the last 
week of  October.

The official figures in this regard reveal 
that the Union Territory was importing 
nearly 2000 MWs of  power from other 
states and UTs—(KNO)
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Phone No:- 0194-2504701-02 Website: www.gdcsrinagar.org
Phone No.0194-2504703(Fax) E-mail: gdc.srinagar@jk.gov.in

GOVERNMENT DENTAL COLLEGE & HOSPITAL 
SHIREEN BAGH, SRINAGAR

REVISED NOTICE
In partial modification of the notice issued vide No.GDC/Estt/Gaz/File-54/e-
file-6/2021-02/8816-26 dated.05/11/2026, it is hereby notified for the information 
of all concerned that the conduct of written examination for engagement of Registrars/ 
Tutors on a tenure basis in the disciplines of Oral Medicine and Radiology, Periodontics, 
Orthodontics, Conservative Dentistry & Endodontics and Public Health Dentistry posts 
scheduled to be held on 18-11-2026 at 2:00 PM has been rescheduled and shall now be 
held on 20-11-2026 at 2:00 PM in the Auditorium Block, Government Dental College & 
Hospital, Srinagar.
It is further notified that all other terms and conditions, instructions and guidelines 
stipulated in the earlier notice shall remain unchanged and shall be adhered to strictly.
All concerned are hereby advised to take note of the revised date, time and venue of the 
examination.
No:- GDC/Estt/Gaz/File-54/e-file-6/2021-02/8776-9007  ( Shakeel Ahmad Bhat) 
Dated: 13/11/2026  Administrative Officer,
 Member/Secretary

DIPK-7663-26
DT: 13/11/2026

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE, SRINAGAR 
(ACADEMIC SECTION)

Subject:  Engagement of Dr. Siman Gulzar as Senior Resident on Academic Arrangement Basis, in the 
Department of Medicine, Government Medical College, Srinagar.

Reference:  i)This office Advertisement No. 10 of 2026 Dated. 01.08.2026.
 ii) Character and Antecedent verification report received from CID, J&K vide Form No. 176951 Dated. 

07.11.2026.
OFFICE ORDER No: 1099-RA of 2026.

DATED: 11-11-2026.
Pursuant to the Selection list issued vide Notification No. 24-RA of 2026 Dated. 24.09.2026 and on the basis of Satisfactory 
verification report of Character & Antecedents by Criminal Investigation Department (CID), J&K, Dr. Siman Gulzar, MD, a non-in-
service candidate is hereby provisionally engaged as Senior Resident in the Department of Medicine, on Academic Arrangement 
Basis, under S.O. 364 of 2020 Dated. 27.11.2020 and Government Order No. 383-JK (HMEJ of 2024 Dated. 20.06.2024, initially 
for a period of one year, extendable up to a maximum period of 03 (three) years, subject to satisfactory performance, as certified 
by concerned Head of Department.
The engagement of the above-named doctor shall further be subject to the following terms and conditions: -
1.  The engagee shall submit his joining report, along with duly attested affidavits before the Judicial Magistrate, in the office 

of the undersigned, to the effect that: -
I. he is a non-in-service candidate and that the information furnished by him in this regard is true and correct. In the event, 

the information is subsequently found to be false or incorrect, he shall be liable for action under the applicable rules, 
including cancellation/confiscation of his registration, as may be permissible under the relevant provisions;

II. he shall not participate in any kind of strike during the period of his engagement. In the event he proceeds on strike, his 
engagement shall be liable to termination in accordance with the applicable provisions of law, including the provisions 
of the Essential Services Maintenance Act (ESMA), wherever applicable;

III. he shall maintain discipline and proper conduct throughout the period of his engagement. Any act of misconduct shall 
render him liable to termination of engagement in accordance with the applicable rules;

IV. he is not involved in any criminal activity and that no FIR is pending against him or has been registered against him in any 
criminal case, except as specifically disclosed by him in the affidavit;

V. he shall not claim an experience certificate in respect of the Senior Residency in the event he leaves the Senior Residency 
before completion of at least six months;

VI. he shall not indulge in any private practice during the period of his engagement. In the event he is found indulging in 
private practice, his engagement shall be liable to termination in accordance with the applicable rules;

VII. he shall not claim any further extension beyond the maximum permissible period of Senior Residency under the applicable 
rules, under any circumstances.

2. The engagee shall execute an agreement with the institution in the prescribed format (Form A) in respect of the various 
terms and conditions applicable to engagement on Academic Arrangement Basis. The prescribed format may be 
downloaded from the official website of Government Medical College, Srinagar.

3. The appointee shall be required to join within 21 days from the date of issuance of this order, failing which the order shall 
be deemed to have been cancelled ab-initio.

4. The Senior Resident engaged on Academic Arrangement Basis shall be paid remuneration as admissible under S.O. 364 
of 2020 Dated. 27.11.2020.

5. The Senior Resident engaged on Academic Arrangement Basis shall be entitled to leave as admissible under Government 
Order No. 451-JK (HME) of 2024 Dated. 08.07.2024.

No: GMCS/RA/SR/Med/7822-28 (E- 8011409)  Sd/
Dated:11-11-2026  Prof. (Dr.) Iffat Hassan Shah 
 Principal/Dean 
DIPK-7652-26 Govt. Medical College 
DT: 13/11/2026 Srinagar

LOST NOTICE
The general public is 
hereby informed that I, 
Mehwish Hamid D/o Ab 
Hamid Mir, R/o Kreeri, 
District Baramulla, have 
lost my original NEET 
Score Card (Year 2020) 
bearing Application 
No. 200410439644 
while travelling from 
Kreeri to Tappar. Now, 
I am applying for its 
duplicate before the 
concerned authority. 
If anybody has any 
objection regarding the 
same, they may contact 
or file their objection 
with the National 
Testing Agency (NTA) 
within 7 days from 
the publication of this 
notice. Finder may 
kindly return it to the 
above address.

Mir Saifullah Highlights 
Universal Message of Guru 
Tegh Bahadur
 Calls for Upholding Values of Faith, Freedom and Humanity

Three-Day Veshow Festival concludes 

amid exuburence in Kulgam

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for 
Planning, Development 
and Monitoring, Culture, 
Youth Services and Sports, 
Mir Saifullah, Friday high-
lighted the timeless rele-
vance of  the supreme sacri-
fice of  Sri Guru Tegh Baha-
dur Sahib Ji, describing it 
as an enduring symbol of  
religious freedom, human 
dignity, tolerance and uni-
versal brotherhood.

The Minister was speak-
ing as the Chief  Guest at 
“Shristi Di Chadar – A 
Supreme Sacrifice for 
Faith and Freedom of  Reli-
gion”, a ten-city nationwide 
academic and interfaith 
commemorative initiative 
marking the 350th Martyr-
dom Year of  Sri Guru Tegh 
Bahadur Sahib Ji, organ-
ised at Abhinav Theatre, 
Jammu.

Mir Saifullah said that 
the supreme sacrifice of  
Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib 
Ji transcended religious 
and geographical bound-
aries and represented one 
of  the greatest examples of  
standing up for the rights, 
beliefs and freedom of  
others. He observed that 
Guru Sahib's unparalleled 
courage and commitment 
to protecting freedom of  
conscience continue to 
inspire humanity and hold 

immense relevance in con-
temporary society.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of  preserving and 
promoting the country's 
rich spiritual and cultural 
heritage, the Minister said 
that the teachings of  great 
spiritual personalities 
must reach younger gen-
erations so that the values 
of  compassion, mutual 
respect, communal har-
mony and peaceful coexis-
tence remain deeply rooted 
in society.

He appreciated the 
organisers for bringing 
together academicians, 
scholars, writers, students 
and representatives of  dif-
ferent faiths on a common 
platform to deliberate upon 
the life, philosophy and 
extraordinary martyrdom 
of  Guru Sahib. He said 
such initiatives strength-
en social harmony and 

encourage meaningful dia-
logue across communities.

The Jammu chapter of  
the initiative was organised 
by IHA Foundation, with 
the support of  the Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of  
Art, Culture and Languag-
es and District Gurdwara 
Parbandhak Committee 
(DGPC), Jammu, under the 
aegis of  the Indira Gandhi 
National Centre for the 
Arts (IGNCA), Ministry of  
Culture, Government of  
India.

Members of  Legislative 
Assembly Vikram Randha-
wa and Arvind Gupta also 
graced the occasion and 
addressed the gathering, 
paying rich tributes to Sri 
Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib 
Ji and highlighting the sig-
nificance of  his sacrifice in 
defending religious free-
dom and human dignity.

Secretary, Jammu and 

Kashmir Academy of  Art, 
Culture and Languages, 
Harvinder Kour; Chair-
man, IHA Foundation and 
Convenor, Sri Guru Tegh 
Bahadur Ji 350th Mar-
tyrdom Commemoration 
Committee, Satnam Singh 
Ahluwalia; President, 
DGPC Jammu, Ranjeet 
Singh Tohra; Vice Presi-
dent, DGPC Jammu, Bal-
vinder Singh; and General 
Secretary, DGPC Jammu, 
Surjit Singh, were among 
the dignitaries present.

The academic delib-
erations featured eminent 
academicians, scholars, 
writers and interfaith rep-
resentatives, including Dr. 
Vaidehi Taman, Dr. Har-
simran Singh, Khawaja 
Iftekhar Ahmed, Prof. 
Vijay Bernard, Sardarni 
Kulwant Kour Chan, Sand-
eep Jain Sunny, Advocate 
Gurlad Singh, S. Ali Singh 
and Cmde. D. S. Sodhi, NM 
(Retd.), who explored the 
historical, spiritual and 
contemporary relevance 
of  Guru Sahib's life and 
philosophy.

Student participation 
and debate competitions 
further enriched the pro-
gramme, encouraging 
young minds to engage 
with Guru Sahib's extraor-
dinary legacy and the prin-
ciples of  justice, religious 
freedom and human rights.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: The three-
day Veshow Festival 2026 
concluded Friday at Gov-
ernment Degree College, 
Kulgam amid liveliness 
with a series of  literary, 
cultural and trade exhibi-
tion activities celebrating 
the rich heritage, art, cul-
ture, literature and trade.

The concluding day's 
literary programme fea-
tured a 'Meet the Author' 
session with noted author 
Satish Vimal, followed by 
a literary discussion titled 
“Kashmiri Literature – 
Kal, Aaj Aur Kal” (Yester-
day, Today and Tomorrow), 
providing a platform for 
deliberations on the evolu-
tion, present landscape and 
future prospects of  Kash-
miri literature.

The programme also 
featured the Kul-Hind 
Mushaira (All India Mus-
haira), bringing together 
noted poets from across 
the country for a celebra-
tion of  literary expression 
and poetry.

Meanwhile, the four 
dedicated pavilions con-
tinued their activities with 
keynote addresses, panel 
discussions, closing talks 
and interactive sessions 
focusing on entrepreneur-
ship and startups, handi-
crafts and rural enterprise, 
agri-business and horticul-
ture, besides youth, skill 
and career development.

The sessions covered 
diverse themes, including 
Jammu and Kashmir's 
potential as a business and 
enterprise hub, the role of  

handicrafts in livelihood 
generation, livestock and 
its contribution to the rural 
economy, opportunities for 
youth in a changing world, 
the role of  Geographical 
Indication (GI) in promot-
ing handicrafts and oppor-
tunities in the agri-econo-
my.The sessions witnessed 
participation of  experts, 
entrepreneurs, profession-
als, students and aspiring 
youth, providing them 
opportunities to exchange 
ideas and gain insights into 
emerging avenues.

Deputy Commissioner 
(DC), Shahzad Alam, ADC, 
DPO, ACR, SDM, ACD, DIO, 
AD Employment also attend-
ed various sessions of  the 
trade and literary sessions.

The Trade Fair and exhi-
bition areas continued to 
attract visitors, with stalls 
showcasing local products, 
traditional handicrafts, 
Kashmiri cuisine, agri-
cultural produce, art and 
craft, besides products and 
services from different sec-
tors for sale. The stalls pro-
vided a common platform 
for local artisans, entre-
preneurs, traders, institu-
tions and service providers 
to display their products, 
interact with visitors and 

promote their work.
The Antique Village 

remained another attrac-
tion, offering visitors a 
glimpse of  traditional 
Kashmiri household arti-
cles, artefacts and objects 
reflecting the region's 
cultural heritage and tra-
ditional lifestyle. The chil-
dren's play area also pro-
vided recreational oppor-
tunities for young visitors.

The festival grounds wit-
nessed enthusiastic public 
participation, with visitors 
exploring the stalls and 
exhibitions, enjoying dif-
ferent cuisines, shopping 
and engaging with exhibi-
tors. The off-stage cul-
tural showcase by school 
students also remained 
an attraction, featuring 
Kashmiri folk songs, tra-
ditional dances, cultural 
performances and drama, 
providing a platform for 
young talent to display 
their artistic abilities.

During the valedictory 
session, Deputy Commis-
sioner Kulgam and other 
district officers felicitated 
the literary figures and 
expert speakers and appre-
ciated the efforts of  all 
those associated with the 
successful organisation of  

the festival. Certificates of  
Appreciation and partici-
pation were presented to 
participants and contribu-
tors in recognition of  their 
involvement and contribu-
tion to the three-day event.

The DC acknowledged 
the participation of  artists, 
writers, poets, artisans, 
entrepreneurs, students, 
various departments and 
the general public, whose 
collective involvement 
made the annual Veshow 
Festival, a vibrant celebra-
tion of  the district's cul-
tural and literary heritage.

Organised under the 
theme 'Celebrating Our 
Heritage', the Veshow 
Festival 2026 provided 
a common platform for 
promoting local talent, 
traditional crafts, literary 
expression, entrepreneur-
ship and cultural traditions 
while encouraging greater 
public engagement.

The valedictory ses-
sion was attended by ADC, 
DPO, ACR, ACD, SDM, DIO, 
Tehsildar, Kulgam, AD 
Employment, AD FCS&CA 
and other district officers, 
besides prominent artists, 
writers, poets, entrepre-
neurs, students and mem-
bers of  the general public.

Poonch admin finalizes arrangements for JKSSB Exam
GMK NEWS NETWORK

POONCH: The District 
administration Poonch final-
ized the arrangements for the 
smooth, transparent and fair 
conduct of  the OMR-based 
written examination for 
the post of  Accounts Assis-
tant (Finance Department), 
scheduled to be held on 
November 15, 2026 (Sunday).

The arrangements 
were reviewed and final-
ized at a meeting chaired 
by Deputy Commissioner 
Ashok Kumar Sharma and 
attended by  Senior Superin-

tendent of Police (SSP) Vaib-
hav Meena, ADDC Amarjeet 
Singh, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, Tahir Mus-
tafa Malik, District Coor-
dinator Exam, Sudhir Bali 
and other senior officers 
and concerned officials.

The meeting was also 
attended by Zonal Mag-
istrates, Observers, Duty 
Magistrates, Centre Super-
intendents, Deputy Centre 
Superintendents and other 
officials assigned examina-
tion-related duties.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner reviewed the arrange-

ments in detail and   directed 
the officers and examination 
staff  to strictly adhere to 
the guidelines and ensure 
foolproof  arrangements at 
all designated examination 
centres.

The meeting stressed on 
strict restrictions on car-
rying Mobile Phone or any 
unauthorized electronic 
devices in the exam hall by 
examinees, Centre Super-
intendents, supervisory 
staff  or other examination 
personnel.

All designated officers 
were directed to maintain 

the highest standards of  
transparency, impartiality 
and accountability to ensure 
that every candidate gets a 
fair and equal opportunity. 
Adequate security, vigilance 
and monitoring mecha-
nisms shall be ensured at 
all examination centres to 
prevent any possibility of  
malpractice or irregulari-
ties. All Zonal Magistrates, 
Centre Superintendents and 
other assigned officials were 
instructed to maintain close 
coordination and discharge 
their duties with utmost 
responsibility.

NCORD meeting held 

at Udhampur

Director Agriculture stresses 
systematic promotion of 
Makhana Cultivation in J&K

DC calls for 
coordinated action 
against drug menace

GMK NEWS NETWORK

UDHAMPUR: Deputy Com-
missioner Udhampur Ananth 
Dwivedi chaired a meeting of  
the District-Level Narco Coor-
dination Centre to review 
measures for drug prevention 
and control and discuss the 
restructuring of  the NCORD 
mechanism to strengthen 
anti-narcotics efforts in 
the district. The meeting 
was attended by Additional 
Deputy Commissioner Prem 
Singh and officers from the 
line departments.

The review focused on 
drug prevention and con-
trol, including dismantling 
of  identified drug cartels, 
preventive detention of  
habitual offenders, effective 
prosecution of  NDPS cases, 
action against the diversion 
of  pharmaceutical drugs, 
detection of  illicit cultiva-
tion and disposal of  seized 
narcotic substances.

The meeting also 
reviewed the status of  
awareness programmes, 

drug-free campuses, drug 
de-addiction centres and 
addiction treatment facili-
ties, year-wise details of  
under-investigation NDPS 
cases, PIT-NDPS cases, 
financial seizures, hotspot 
surveillance, preventive 
enforcement, inspection of  
de-addiction centres and 
block-wise details of  drug 
abusers.

The DC directed the 
enforcement agencies to 
intensify inspection of phar-
macies to check the unau-
thorised sale and diversion 
of pharmaceutical drugs. He 
also instructed district-level 
officers to organise coordinat-
ed activities under the Nasha 
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan on a 
weekly basis to strengthen 
public awareness and com-
munity participation.

Emphasising the need for 
robust inter-departmental 
coordination, the DC direct-
ed the enforcement agen-
cies to strengthen efforts 
to identify and apprehend 
individuals involved in drug 
trafficking, closely moni-
tor drug-prone areas and 
promote community-based 
rehabilitation and aware-
ness initiatives.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The two-day seminar 
on Makhana Cultivation con-
cluded here at Kisan Kendra, 
Talab Tillo. Director Agricul-
ture Anil Gupta and Nodal Offi-
cer for Makhana Cultivation in 
Jammu and Kashmir attended 
the valedictory session.

Addressing the partici-
pants, Anil Gupta described 
the seminar as a significant 
initiative towards introduc-
ing Makhana as a high-value 
crop in Jammu and Kashmir. 
He appreciated the resource 
persons and experts for shar-
ing their valuable technical 
expertise on scientific culti-
vation practices, production 
technologies, processing and 
value addition. He expressed 
confidence that based on the 
technical knowledge and 
experience gained during the 
seminar, Makhana cultivation 
would soon be initiated in suit-
able areas of Jammu Division.

He informed that the 
Government of  India has 
approved a Central Sector 
Scheme for the Development 
of  Makhana, reflecting the 
growing national focus on 

promoting this high-value 
crop. He observed that Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
the Jammu Division, holds 
considerable potential for 
Makhana cultivation and 
expressed hope that farmers 
would adopt it as a profitable 
crop diversification option. 
He urged the participating 
officers to effectively utilise 
the knowledge gained during 
the seminar to develop suc-
cessful Makhana production 
clusters and create sustain-
able livelihood opportunities 
for farmers.

Emphasising the need 
for practical exposure, Anil 
Gupta stated that organising 
seminars alone would not be 
sufficient for the promotion 
of Makhana cultivation. “The 
Department will soon organ-
ise exposure visits for farmers 
and departmental officers to 
established Makhana-grow-
ing regions to gain first-hand 
knowledge of scientific culti-
vation practices, processing 
technologies and modern 
production techniques, which 
could subsequently be repli-
cated in Jammu Division,” he 
announced.
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CM inaugurates 22nd All India Vice-Chancellor’s 
T20 Cricket Tournament at SKUAST-J
Friendships, bonds forged beyond cricket field matter more than winning trophy: CM

GMK SPORTS DESK

CHATHA: Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah Friday inaugurated 
the 22nd All India Vice-Chan-
cellor’s T20 Cricket Tournament 
2026 at the Cricket Ground, Main 
Campus of  Sher-e-Kashmir Uni-
versity of  Agricultural Scienc-
es and Technology of  Jammu 
(SKUAST-Jammu), Chatha.

Being hosted by SKUAST-
Jammu from November 13 to 
23, the prestigious national-level 
tournament has brought togeth-
er 24 teams representing uni-
versities from different parts of  
the country, including six teams 
from Jammu and Kashmir and 
18 from other states.

Addressing the gathering, 
the Chief  Minister congratu-
lated SKUAST-Jammu, the par-
ticipating universities and their 
Vice-Chancellors for bringing 
university employees together 
on a common sporting platform. 
He said the tournament was a 
welcome initiative that provided 
an opportunity to recognise and 
celebrate the contribution of  
university employees who work 
behind the scenes in strengthen-
ing academic institutions.

“Universities are not just 
about students. They are also 
built by the people who work 
behind the scenes to make 
these institutions shine. Often, 

these employees do not get the 
opportunity to come to the fore-
front. This tournament gives 
them a platform to showcase 
their talent and come together 
through sports,” he said.

Emphasising that the spirit of  
the tournament should go beyond 
competition, the Chief  Minister 
said that while teams would 
compete against each other on 
the field, the real achievement 
would be the friendships and 
bonds they establish during their 
stay in Jammu.

He observed that victory and 
defeat were integral to sports 
and urged participants to treat 
both with equanimity. Quot-
ing renowned writer Rudyard 
Kipling, he said, “If  you can meet 

with triumph and disaster, and 
treat both those imposters just the 
same,” adding that success and 
failure were temporary, while the 
friendships and memories created 
through such events endured.

Referring to Jammu and Kash-
mir’s recent sporting achieve-
ments, the Chief  Minister said 
that if  the same team continued 
to win every time, Jammu and 
Kashmir might not have had the 
opportunity to bring home the 
Ranji Trophy last year, underlin-
ing that competition and chang-
ing fortunes were part of  the 
sporting journey.

Welcoming the participating 
teams to Jammu, he described 
the city as the City of  Temples 
and invited the players to visit 

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi shrine 
and explore the region’s cultural 
and historical attractions, includ-
ing the Border Tourism facilities 
along the International Border.

The Chief  Minister also 
encouraged the visitors to expe-
rience the hospitality and culi-
nary traditions of  Jammu, par-
ticularly the rich Dogra cuisine, 
which he said deserved as much 
appreciation as the well-known 
delicacies of  Kashmir.

Earlier, the Chief Minister con-
ducted the toss between the cap-
tains of  the host SKUAST-Jammu 
team and Kavayitri Bahinabai 
Chaudhari North Maharashtra 
University Jalgaon team and 
interacted with players from the 
participating universities.

The inaugural ceremony was 
attended by Minister for Agricul-
ture Production, Finance, Mining 
and Cooperatives Javid Ahmad 
Dar; Minister for Planning, Devel-
opment and Monitoring, Culture, 
Youth Services and Sports, and 
ARI & Trainings Mir Saifullah; 
and Vice-Chancellor SKUAST-
Jammu Prof. B.N. Tripathi, who 
presided over the function.

A major highlight of  the cer-
emony was the impressive parade 
of participating university teams, 
reflecting the spirit of  unity and 
sportsmanship. The occasion also 
witnessed the lighting of  the cer-
emonial torch, which was carried 

by players around the ground 
before being handed over to the 
Chief Minister, who lit the main-
ceremonial torch.

A cultural programme present-
ed by the Madras Regiment added 
vibrancy to the occasion and was 
appreciated by the audience.

The Ministers appreciated 
SKUAST-Jammu for hosting the 
national-level sporting event and 
emphasised the importance of  
promoting physical fitness, dis-
cipline, teamwork and a healthy 
sporting culture among employ-
ees and educational institutions.

In his address, Vice-Chancel-
lor SKUAST-Jammu Prof. B.N. 
Tripathi expressed gratitude to 
the Chief Minister and other dig-
nitaries for gracing the occasion. 
He said hosting the 22nd edition 
of  the tournament was a matter 
of  immense pride for the univer-
sity and Jammu and Kashmir.

He observed that the tourna-
ment provided a unique national 
platform for university employ-
ees to showcase their sporting 
talent, promote physical fitness 
and strengthen professional 
relationships beyond their rou-
tine academic, research and 
administrative responsibilities. 
He also acknowledged the collec-
tive efforts of  university officers, 
faculty, staff, students and the 
organising committee in making 
the event possible.

Virat Kohli gifts Indian jersey to 
Matt Henry after Kiwi pacer's 
carnage leads NZ to win

‘No unplayable deliveries’: Gambhir urges batters 
to adapt after getting all out for 89 against NZ

IFL 2026/27: Nagaland Utd set for 
historic home debut; Bengaluru Utd 
host Real Kashmir in double header

J&K Pencak Silat Association to 

Organise 11th UT Championship in 

Srinagar from November 28
GMK SPORTS DESK

SRINAGAR: The Pencak 
Silat Association of  
Jammu and Kashmir will 
organise the 11th Edition 
of  the J&K UT Sub-Junior, 
Junior and Senior Pencak 
Silat Championship 2026–
27 for boys and girls, men 
and women, at the Sher-
i-Kashmir Indoor Sports 
Complex, Srinagar, from 
November 28 to 30, 2026.

The three-day cham-
pionship will serve as a 
selection platform for ath-
letes across all age groups 
and both genders for the 
upcoming 4th All India 
Pencak Silat Champion-
ship 2026–27, as well as the 
All India Inter-District 
Pencak Silat Champion-
ship 2026 for Women. Both 
national-level competitions 
are scheduled to be held at 
the Indira Gandhi Indoor 
Stadium, New Delhi, in the 
last week of  December 2026 
and at the end of  January 
2027, respectively.

According to the Asso-
ciation, only those players 
who have participated in 
the 2026 District Pencak 
Silat Championships in 
their respective districts 
will be eligible to compete 
in the UT-level champi-
onship. All participant 
entries and related data 
must be submitted exclu-
sively through the autho-
rised representatives of  
their respective districts.

All participants have 
been directed to report to 
their respective coaches or 
district heads along with 
their date-of-birth certifi-
cates and Aadhaar cards 

for verification and regis-
tration.

The championship will 
be conducted under the 
aegis of  the J&K Sports 
Council and the Pencak 
Silat Association of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

The last date for submis-
sion of  entries is November 
25, 2026. The Association 
has clarified that no entries 
will be entertained after 
the stipulated deadline.

For further information 
and registration-related 
queries, interested par-
ticipants may contact the 
Association at jksilat@
gmail.com or 9797194893.

IANS

MOUNT MAUNGANUI 
(NEW ZEALAND): India's 
head coach Gautam Gamb-
hir believes the batters must 
find ways to tackle challeng-
ing conditions rather than 
allowing the opposition 
bowlers to dictate terms, 
insisting that there are no 
unplayable deliveries in 
international cricket after 
India suffered a humiliating 
244-run defeat to New Zea-
land in the fourth ODI at the 
Bay Oval on Friday.

India were bowled out for 
just 89 in 26.4 overs while 
chasing 334, with Matt 
Henry producing a career-
best performance of  6-27 
to dismantle the visitors' 
batting line-up. The defeat 
was India's second-heaviest 
in ODI cricket and reduced 
their lead in the five-match 
series to 2-1, with the decid-
er scheduled to be played at 
the same venue on Sunday.

Speaking after the match, 
Gambhir said the Indian 
batters should have been 
better equipped to counter 
Henry's disciplined bowling, 
adding that the movement 

on offer was not enough to 
justify the batting collapse.

"There are no unplayable 
deliveries in international 
cricket. Matt Henry bowled 
in good areas, but we should 
be able to negate that. I don't 
go into technicalities. There 
wasn't a lot of  deviation. It's 
the job of the batter to negate 
movement. More than the 
seam, the areas and lengths 
created problems for us. 
We got stuck in the crease," 
Gambhir said in the post-
match press conference.

The Indian head coach 
admitted that repeated bat-
ting collapses were a major 
concern, particularly with 
the team needing to prepare 
for challenging conditions 

ahead of  the upcoming 
World Cup.

"You are always con-
cerned when you get bun-
dled out for 90-odd. These 
are conditions close to the 
World Cup. Even in the pre-
vious game, we lost seven 
wickets, so it's a concern. 
We need to be mentally and 
skill-wise ready. A score of  
35-40 without losing a wicket 
is fine in conditions like 
these. We have experience 
and can hopefully adapt in 
the last game," he added.

India had also struggled 
in the second ODI, losing 
seven wickets for 111 runs, 
although they eventually 
secured a seven-wicket victo-
ry through the DLS method.

IANS

BENGALURU/DIMA-
PUR:  FC Bengaluru 
United host Real Kashmir 
FC at the Bangalore Foot-
ball Stadium while Naga-
land United SC make their 
home debut when they 
welcome leaders Gokulam 
Kerala FC to the Chü-
moukedima Football Stadi-
um in Dimapur in another 

weekend double-header in 
the Indian Football League 
(IFL) 2026/27 on Saturday.

FC Bengaluru United 
return to the Bangalore 
Football Stadium sixth in 
the table with three points 
from two matches. After 
defeat in their opening 
fixture, they marked their 
first home game in the 

Indian Football League 
with a 4-3 win over Moham-
medan SC last Friday.

Headers from Marat 
Tareck and Gautam A. put 
them two goals up inside 20 
minutes, and after Moham-
medan drew level at 3-3, 
substitute Akshunna Tyagi 
headed the winner in the 91st 
minute. A second home win 
on Saturday could lift Head 
Coach Nallappan Mohanraj’s 

side into the top four.
Speaking ahead of  the 

match, head coach Nallap-
pan Mohanraj said, “After 
losing our first game, the 
next match was very crucial, 
so bouncing back to get three 
points on our home turf was 
very important and gives us 
the confidence to go deep in 
this competition.

IANS

TAURANGA: India icon Virat 
Kohli gifted his jersey to New 
Zealand fast bowler Matt Henry, 
who wreaked havoc to lead his 
team to a huge 244-run win 
against India in the fourth ODI of 
the ongoing series at Bay Oval in 
Mount Maunganui here on Friday.

Kohli met the Player of the 
Match Henry, who picked his 
career-best ODI figures of 6-27 
and had reduced India to 0/3. He 
dismissed Rohit Sharma, Kohli 
and Shreyas Iyer for ducks in the 
opening over, sending India to 
a new low as this was the first 
time that India lost their first 
three wickets without a score in 
ODI cricket.

Despite being dismissed by 
the Kiwi pacer for a four-ball 
duck, Kohli showed a warm ges-
ture and gifted him his jersey as 
the two players exchanged smiles 
and had a brief discussion about 
the match.

Henry castled an in-form Kohli 
on the fifth ball of the innings. 
After going for out-seamers, he 
brought one back into the right-
hander as the ball stayed low and 
sneaked into the gap between 
Kohli's bat and pads.

The Kiwi pacer then also got 
stand-in captain Shreyas Iyer 
for a golden duck LBW through 
a review. This pinned any hopes 
of India chasing a daunting total, 
and although Ishan Kishan (27), 
Axar Patel (21) and Naman Dhir 
(21) fought, the visitors were 
never in the chase.

Henry came back and picked 

three more, getting Kishan, Kul-
deep Yadav and Gurnoor Brar as 
he starred with 6-27 and set up a 
big win. Henry spoke on his per-
formance and the triple wicket 
maiden after the match. "Yeah, 
it's quite funny, isn't it? The wind 
was so strong, and it was keep-
ing things pretty simple, and it's 
funny when you're actually trying 
to have a simple game plan. A bit 
of luck as well. One shot a little 
bit low there too, so maybe the 
wind pushed me a bit sideways 
(smiles)," Henry said at the post-
match presentation.

"Well, especially with the way 
the wind was going, I wasn't too 
worried about the swing. So from 
ball one it was just about trying to 
have the strengths and bring the 
stumps into play, really. We knew 
that there was a small window 
there with the new ball that you 
could put the batters under pres-
sure. So just trying to be as simple 
as possible, obviously, and when 
it moves sharply like that in the 
first over, when people are facing 
the first ball, it's pretty tough," 
he added.


