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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

Administered the Unity Pledge to Lok Bhavan offi-
cials, staff and security personnel and paid tributes to 
the Iron Man of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Ji on 
his 151st birth anniversary.

Dry Weather Likely 
Across J&K Till Nov 9

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Night tem-
peratures remained below 
normal at several places 
in Kashmir, with Shop-
ian recording the lowest 
minimum temperature 
of  0.5 degrees Celsius, 
while the Meteorological 
Department has forecast 
largely dry weather across 
Jammu and Kashmir till 
November 9.

According to the fore-
cast, Srinagar recorded a 
minimum temperature of  
3 degrees Celsius against 
the normal of  3.7 degrees 
Celsius, while Pahalgam 
registered 0.2 degrees Cel-
sius against the normal of  
1.4 degrees Celsius.

Gulmarg recorded a 
low of  2.1 degrees Celsius, 
against the normal of  2.3 
degrees Celsius, while Qazi-
gund and Kupwara record-
ed minimum temperatures 
of  2.6 and 2.3 degrees Cel-
sius, respectively.

Among other places, 
Bandipora recorded 3.5 
degrees Celsius, Anant-
nag 3.2 degrees Celsius, 
Baramulla 4.8 degrees Cel-
sius, Pulwama 1.4 degrees 
Celsius and Sonamarg 1.1 
degrees Celsius.

Shopian recorded the 
lowest minimum tempera-
ture of  0.5 degrees Celsius 
among P-06

Abrogation Of Art-370 
Integrated Kashmir 
With India: Amit Shah

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on Sat-
urday said the abrogation of  
Article 370 had integrated 
Kashmir with the rest of  the 
country, describing it as one 
of  the major achievements 
of  the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment.

Addressing a gathering 
ahead of  flagging off  the 
‘Run for Unity’ in New Delhi 
on the occasion of  Rashtriya 
Ekta Diwas, marking the 
birth anniversary of  Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, Shah,  
said several significant deci-
sions had been taken during 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s tenure, including the 
abrogation of  Article 370, 

elimination of  Naxalism and 
implementation of  the One 
Nation, One Tax system.

“When we succeed in 
building a drug-free India, it 
will be the most significant 
achievement among all these 
initiatives for the country’s 
youth and its future,” he said.

Shah set December 31, 
2029, as the target for making 
India completely drug-free, 
saying the vision of  a ‘Viksit 
Bharat’ begins with the 
creation of  a ‘Nasha-Mukt 
Bharat’.

He said India’s linguistic, 
cultural, traditional and reli-
gious diversity is its strength 
and reflected the message of  
national unity associated 
with Sardar Patel.

Referring to P-06

Ruhullah's Exit Won't 
Affect NC: Min Rana

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Jammu and 
Kashmir Minister Javed 
Ahmed Rana on Satur-
day said that if  National 
Conference MP Aga Syed 
Ruhullah Mehdi decides to 
leave the party, he would 
do so alone and his depar-

ture would have no impact 
on the organisation.

Speaking to reporters 
in Jammu, Rana, dis-
missed reports of  inter-
nal differences within the 
National Conference fol-
lowing the recent Cabinet 
expansion, asserting that 
the party remained P-06

      J&K UT Foundation Day

J&K Has Emerged As A Model Of Peace, 
Development, Good Governance: LG
Says Article 370 Abrogation Gave Ordinary Citizens Freedom From Fear 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Lieutenant 
Governor, Shri Manoj Sinha 
Saturday extended greetings 
and best wishes to the people of  
Jammu Kashmir on the occa-
sion of  8th J&K UT Foundation 
Day and paid homage to Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel on his birth 
anniversary.

Addressing the gathering, 
the Lieutenant Governor con-
gratulated the citizens of  Jammu 
Kashmir and acknowledged the 
contribution of farmers, teachers, 
scholars, writers, artists, artisans, 
traders, workers, security person-
nel, youth and women in build-
ing a prosperous and self-reliant 
Jammu Kashmir.

The Lieutenant Governor 
observed that the occasion car-
ried special significance as it coin-
cided with the birth anniversary 
of  Sardar Patel, whose vision of  

national unity continues to 
inspire the country. He said that 
the developments of  2019 marked 
an important chapter in the jour-
ney towards integration, equality 
and development.

“Today is not merely a date; it 
is a milestone that changed the 
direction of  history and strength-

ened the spirit of  national inte-
gration, equality and inclusive 
development,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
noted that the changes wit-
nessed in Jammu Kashmir since 
2019 have expanded opportuni-
ties for citizens and strength-
ened the foundations of  democ-

racy. He highlighted that the 
implementation of  grassroots 
democratic institutions and the 
conduct of  Assembly elections 
have enhanced public participa-
tion and accountability.

“Article 370 abrogation gave 
ordinary citizens freedom from 
fear and access to rights denied 
for decades. Jammu Kashmir has 
emerged as a model of peace, devel-
opment and good governance,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

Referring to the aspirations 
of  the people, the Lieutenant 
Governor said that the future of  
Jammu Kashmir must be shaped 
by peace, equal opportunities 
and development.

“The future of  Jammu and 
Kashmir lies not in the shadow 
of  terror, but in the light of  
peace; not behind the walls of  
discrimination, but in equal 
opportunities; and not in stag-
nation, but in the P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Declaring that Jammu and 
Kashmir’s eight-year journey as a Union 
Territory stands marked by development, 
peace and progress, Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Saturday flagged off  the 
‘Run for Unity’ at here and administered 
the ‘Unity Pledge’ to participants.

According to the details available, par-
ticipants reaffirmed their commitment to 
national unity, integrity and security, as 
the event marked Rashtriya Ekta Diwas 
on the birth anniversary of  Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel.

Talking to reporters on the sidelines of  
the event, LG Sinha said, “National Unity 
Day is being celebrated with P-06

J&K’s 8-Year 
Journey Marked 
By Progress: LG 

NC MLAs' Memorandum 
Seeks Cabinet Reshuffle
Intensification Of Struggle For Statehood, Article 370

REHAN QAYOOM 

SRINAGAR: Legislators 
of  the National Conference 
(NC), who are up in arms 
against the party leader-
ship over Tuesday's cabinet 
reshuffle-cum-expansion, 
have prepared a memoran-
dum listing a set of  demands, 
including a cabinet reshuf-
fle, intensified efforts for 
the restoration of  statehood 

and Article 370, and the 
time-bound implementation 
of  the party's 2024 election 
manifesto.

Sources said that the 
memorandum was drafted 
during a meeting of  18 NC 
legislators at the residence of  
Lolab MLA Qaiser Jamsheed 
Lone on Friday afternoon.

According to sources, the 
legislators have called for the 
time-bound P-06

NC Will Collapse Like House Of Cards, 
Government Won’t Last: LoP Sharma
Says Cabinet Expansion Has Fuelled Resentment Among Overlooked MLAs

REHAN QAYOOM 

KISHTWAR: Leader of  Opposi-
tion Sunil Sharma on Saturday 
claimed that growing discon-
tent within the ruling National 
Conference (NC) following the 
recent Cabinet expansion could 
deepen the party’s internal crisis 
and threaten the stability of  both 
the party and the government.

Speaking to reporters in 
Kishtwar, Sharma,  said he had 
anticipated resentment among 
MLAs who were not included in 
the Council of  Ministers.

“On the day of  the Cabinet 
expansion itself, I had said this 
was the beginning of  the end. 
The National Conference will 
collapse like a house of  cards,” 
he said.

Sharma asserted that dissatis-
faction within the party extend-
ed beyond ministerial berths and 

reflected growing opposition to 
what he described as dynastic 
politics and family rule.

Referring to reports of  a meet-
ing between some disgruntled 
NC legislators, he said the devel-
opments suggested that efforts 
in that direction may already be 
underway.

“I believe some activities in 
that direction may have begun 

yesterday,” he said, adding that 
neither the government nor the 
party would remain intact if  the 
situation continued.

Sharma maintained that the 
Cabinet expansion had trig-
gered resentment among some 
legislators left out of  the ministe-
rial lineup, which could further 
intensify internal challenges for 
the ruling party—(KNO)

Omar, Nidhi Announce 
Marriage, Share Pictures 
Of ‘New Journey’

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

NEW DELHI: Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah and jour-
nalist Nidhi Razdan have 
announced their marriage, 
putting an end to months 
of  speculation surrounding 
their relationship.

The two shared photo-
graphs on social media on 
Saturday, October 31, with 
Abdullah describing the 
occasion as the beginning of  
a “new journey”.

“Yesterday, a new journey 

began,” Abdullah wrote in 
his social media post, sharing 
a photograph with Razdan. 
The announcement followed 
a private ceremony, accord-
ing to media reports.

The announcement comes 
days after rumours circulat-
ed about a possible wedding 
between the two.

Abdullah’s marriage 
announcement comes 
nearly three months after 
the Supreme Court dissolved 
his marriage to his estranged 
wife, Payal Abdullah, in July 
2026, bringing P-06

Kashmir’s Cold Storages Fill Up As 

Apple Growers Bet On Better Prices
Operators Call For Proper Grading, Quality To Prevent Storage Losses

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: Cold storage 
facilities across Kashmir 
have been fully booked amid 
encouraging demand for 
apples this season, with grow-
ers hoping for better returns 
when the stored produce 
reaches the market in the 
coming months.

Growers said demand for 
Kashmiri apples has remained 
encouraging, raising expecta-
tions of favourable prices when 
the produce kept in cold stor-
age is released for sale. Storing 
apples, they said, allows them 
to avoid selling their entire crop 
during peak harvesting, when 
large arrivals put pressure on 
market rates.

"Demand for apples has 

remained good this year, which 
has given growers some hope 
of  better returns. If  demand 
remains strong, it could benefit 
growers who have invested in 
storing their produce," Moham-

mad Yousuf, a grower from 
south Kashmir said.

Abbas Ahmad, a fruit 
grower from Sirhama Anant-
nag, said when a large quan-
tity of  apples reaches the mar-

kets at the same time, growers 
often have to sell at whatever 
rates are available. "By stor-
ing a portion of  the crop, we 
can wait for the right time 
and avoid selling everything 
under pressure," he said.

Cold storage operators said 
many orchardists had begun 
arranging storage space 
months before the harvesting 
season, leaving little capacity 
for those who delayed.

Shahid Ahmad, a cold stor-
age operator, said the experi-
ence of last season had prompt-
ed operators to pay greater 
attention to quality and grad-
ing. "Last year, some consign-
ments contained mixed grades, 
and the quality of  a portion 
of  the produce deteriorated 
during storage. P-06

No Rebellion In 
NC: Showkat Mir

RAJA SYED 

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir National Conference 
(JKNC) Kashmir Provincial 
President Showkat Ahmad Mir 
on Saturday dismissed reports 
of  rebellion and growing dis-
sent within the party following 
the recent Cabinet expansion, 
asserting that the National 
Conference remains united 
and legislators are free to raise 
concerns before the leadership.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the party headquarters 
in Srinagar, Mir, said a recent 
meeting of  party legislators 
was merely a friendly gather-
ing ahead of  the Darbar Move 
and had been unnecessarily 
portrayed as a revolt.

“One of  our legislators invit-
ed colleagues to his residence 
for lunch and discussions on 
the prevailing situation. Some 
MLAs attended and exchanged 
views before deciding to nomi-
nate senior colleagues to convey 
their concerns to Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah. There was no 
rebellion,” he said. P-06

After Farooq Abdullah’s Pak 
Rhetoric, LG Sinha Hits Back
Says J&K Denizens Recognise Elements 
Who Want To Push J&K Back To Terrorism

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: A week after 
National Conference presi-
dent Dr Farooq Abdullah’s 
remarks on Pakistan trig-
gered a political storm, 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Saturday asked 
why some people speak 
about neighbouring coun-
try instead of  highlighting 
India's achievements.

Addressing the 8th Jammu 
and Kashmir Union Territory 
Foundation Day function here, 
LG Sinha, in an apparent ref-
erence to the NC President 
said, “Instead of  India, we are 
talking about a country where 
there is a line for flour. Instead 
of  India, where the glory of  
India has been established 
on every international stage 
of  the world, we are talking 
about a failed country,” LG 
Sinha said.

He said that people, par-

ticularly in the Kashmir Valley, 
have recognised those whom 
he accused of wanting to push 
Jammu and Kashmir back 
towards terrorism and violence.

“There is no place in J&K 
for those whose survival 
depended on separatism and 
the conflict industry,” he 
said, adding, “I am pleased 
that the ordinary people of  
Jammu and P-06
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Run for Unity organised in 
Poonch to commemorate 
Birth Anniversary of 
Sardar Patel

DIPR Jammu staff takes 
National Unity Pledge on 
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas

Five-day workshop on health, road 

safety, environment begins at NIT

CUK organizes Run for Unity, integrity pledge

DC B'pora reviews facilities at DH, 
emphasises Hygienic Food Services

MY Bharat B'pora organises District-Level 

Viksit Bharat Youth Parliament

Run for Unity' Rally in Anantnag 
witnesses massive public participation

District Admin Budgam Celebrates Rashtriya 
Ekta Diwas with ‘Run for Unity’ Rally

G'bal admin observes National Unity 

Day with grand 'Run for Unity'

Rashtriya Ekta Diwas celebrated in 
Handwara with “Run for Unity” Rally

GMK NEWS NETWORK

POONCH: To commemo-
rate the birth anniversary 
of  Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel and celebrate Rash-
triya Ekta Diwas (Nation-
al Unity Day), District 
Administration and Dis-
trict Police Poonch on Sat-
urday organised a grand 
“Run for Unity”, witness-
ing enthusiastic participa-
tion from people from all 
walks of  life.

The event was flagged 
off  by Deputy Commis-
sioner Ashok Kumar 
Sharma in presence of  
Senior Superintendent 
of  Police Vaibhav Meena. 
The run commenced here 
from Government Degree 
College (GDC) Ground 

and culminated at DPL 
Helipad.

Similar programmes 
were also organised across 
all subdivisions and tehsils 
of  the district to celebrate 
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas, wit-
nessing enthusiastic par-
ticipation from officials, 
police personnel and the 
general public.

A large number of  
students from Govern-
ment Degree College, 
government and private 
educational institutions, 
government officials and 
members of  the general 
public participated in the 
‘Run for Unity,’ demon-
strating their commitment 
to national unity, integrity 
and solidarity.

The culmination of  the 

event at DPL Helipad was 
marked by the singing of  
the National Song and 
National Anthem, followed 
by a solemn Unity pledge, 
with the participants reaf-
firming their resolve to 
uphold the unity, integrity 
and security of  the nation.

A colourful cultural 
programme on patriotic 
themes was also pre-
sented by the college 
students, adding to the 
spirit of  national pride 
and patriotism.

ADDC S. Amarjeet 
Singh; ADC Tahir Mustafa 
Malik; besides other offi-
cers from the Police and 
District Administration, 
along with a large number 
of  students and citizens 
were present.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A five-day 
workshop on health, road 
safety, environmental 
awareness and community 
welfare commenced at the 
National Institute of  Tech-
nology (NIT) Srinagar on 
Saturday under the Viksit 
Bharat Yuva Connect Pro-
gramme.

Organised by the Viksit 
Bharat Yuva Connect Pro-
gramme Unit in collabora-
tion with the Department 
of  Civil Engineering, the 
workshop will conclude 
on November 4. It is being 
held under the theme 
“Waste to Wealth and Vocal 
for Local.”

Referring to the theme 
“Waste to Wealth”, Direc-
tor NIT Srinagar, Prof. 
Anurag Misra, highlighted 
the need to adopt an inter-
disciplinary approach 
towards converting indus-
trial waste into useful 
resources and developing 
low-carbon materials.

Emphasising individual 
responsibility towards 
environmental protec-
tion, the Director urged 
students to take small 
but meaningful steps in 
their daily lives, including 
reducing electricity con-
sumption, planting trees 
and adopting sustainable 
practices.

Referring to the solar-
energy initiatives of  
Professor Solanki of  IIT 
Bombay, he highlighted 
the potential of  renewable 
energy in reducing depen-
dence on conventional 

resources.
Dr. Jitendra Gurjar is 

the Nodal Officer of  the 
Viksit Bharat Yuva Con-
nect Programme, while Dr. 
H. S. Pali and Dr. Jitendra 
Gurjar are serving as the 
Programme Coordinators.

Registrar Prof. Atikur 
Rahman underlined the 
importance of  taking 
awareness initiatives 
beyond classrooms and 
connecting academic 
activities with the needs 
of  society. He stressed that 
programmes focusing on 
health, road safety and 
environmental protection 
can help develop a stronger 
sense of  civic responsibil-
ity among students.

Expert lectures on road 
safety were delivered by 
Dr. P. K. Agrawal, Profes-
sor at MANIT Bhopal, and 
Prof. M. S. Mir of  NIT Sri-
nagar, focusing on respon-
sible road behaviour, traf-
fic discipline and public 
awareness to prevent acci-
dents. The programme also 
included a yoga session.

Dr. Jitendra Gurjar, 
Nodal Officer, Viksit 
Bharat Yuva Connect 
Programme (VBYCP), 
acknowledged the valuable 
support and contribution 

of  Prof. J. A. Bhat, Head 
of  the Department of  Civil 
Engineering, towards the 
successful organisation of  
the programme.

Dr Jitendra also high-
lighted the relevance of  the 
workshop's theme, particu-
larly the need to promote 
responsible waste manage-
ment and transform waste 
into valuable resources.

On November 1, a Dhan-
wantri medical camp will 
be organised in collabora-
tion with a delegation of  
doctors from Maharash-
tra-based Hum Trust. 
The schedule includes a 
medical camp and first-
aid awareness sessions 
for students, faculty and 
staff, followed by a special 
health awareness session 
on medical issues concern-
ing girls, to be conducted 
by female doctors.

The third day, Novem-
ber 2, will focus on envi-
ronmental awareness, with 
sessions on sustainable 
practices and waste man-
agement. On November 3, 
participants will attend an 
expert lecture on “Vocal 
for Local”, highlighting the 
importance of  promoting 
indigenous products and 
local initiatives.
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GANDERBAL: Central 
University of  Kashmir 
(CUKashmir) organised a 
Run for Unity and integrity 
pledge-taking ceremony on 
Saturday to mark Rashtri-
ya Ekta Diwas, commemo-
rating the birth anniver-
sary of  Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel, the architect of  
India's political integra-
tion, at varsity’s Tulmulla 
campus. The pledge taking 
ceremony was organised 
across all the campuses of  
the university.

Vice-Chancellor, Prof. A. 
Ravinder Nath, led the Run 
for Unity along with Dean 
Academic Affairs, Prof. 
Shahid Rasool, Registrar, 
Dr. Nisar Ahmad Mir, Dean 
DSW, Dr. Jehirul Islam, 
Heads and Coordinators of  
Departments, faculty mem-
bers, research scholars and 
students. The event wit-
nessed enthusiastic partici-
pation from the university, 
reaffirming its commitment 
to the ideals of  national 
unity and integrity.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, Vice Chancellor, 
Prof. A. Ravinder Nath said 
that India is a country of  
immense diversity, with 
people belonging to differ-
ent cultures, traditions, lan-
guages and backgrounds, 
yet the nation remains 
united by a common iden-
tity and shared values. He 
emphasized that India's 
strength lies in its ability to 
bring together diverse com-
munities and traditions 
under one national identity. 
Despite these differences, he 
said, India stands united, 
reflecting the enduring 
spirit of  'unity in diversity'.

Describing Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel as a tower-
ing figure in India's history, 
the Vice-Chancellor said his 

vision, determination and 
leadership played a historic 
role in unifying the country 
after Independence. Prof. 
A Ravinder Nath called 
upon the faculty and stu-
dents to draw inspiration 
from Patel's life and work 
towards strengthening 
the nation through dedi-
cation, discipline, mutual 
respect and a strong sense 
of  responsibility. He urged 
them to rise above narrow 
considerations and con-
tribute meaningfully to 
the country's progress and 
development.

The Vice Chancellor 
later administered Integ-
rity pledge and Vigilance 
pledge (in connection with 
the Vigilance Awareness 
Week) to the participants.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: MY Bharat 
Bandipora, under the Min-
istry of  Youth Affairs and 
Sports, Government of  
India, organised the Dis-
trict-Level Viksit Bharat 
Youth Parliament at HKM 
Government Degree Col-
lege, Bandipora, witnessing 
enthusiastic participation 
from over 125 students who 
registered for the event.

The programme was 
graced by Deputy Com-
missioner (DC), Bandipora, 
Indu Kanwal Chib, as the 
Chief  Guest.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner, interacted with the 
students and appreciated 
the students’ debate per-
formances, emphasised 
research-based thinking, 

and highlighted the impor-
tance of  book reading in 
shaping young minds. 
Recalling Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel on National Unity 
Day, she stressed that dif-
ferences of  opinion should 
never divide people.

On the occasion, the 
DC encouraged students 
to participate in Nun Chai 

Talks, visit the Waqar 
Knowledge and Youth 
Empowerment Centre, 
and pursue careers based 
on their interests.

The DC felicitated the 
participating students and 
appreciated their enthu-
siasm, active participa-
tion and commitment to 
shaping a progressive and 

developed India.
The central theme of  

the Youth Parliament was 
“One Nation, One Elec-
tion”, which provided a 
platform for young minds 
to engage in meaningful 
deliberations on an impor-
tant issue of  national sig-
nificance. Participants 
shared their perspectives, 
articulated arguments 
and engaged in healthy 
discussions, reflecting 
their awareness of  India’s 
democratic framework and 
governance processes.

Padma Shri awardee 
Faisal Ali Dar attended 
the event as the Special 
Guest and appreciated the 
growing enthusiasm and 
participation of  youth in 
sports. A representative of  
the civil society also lauded 

the District Administra-
tion’s sustained efforts 
towards promoting clean-
liness, development and 
public welfare.

Srijan Singh Patel, Dis-
trict Youth Officer, Bandip-
ora, highlighted the vision 
of  MY Bharat and the 
Viksit Bharat Youth Parlia-
ment initiative, emphasis-
ing the importance of  pro-
viding young citizens with 
platforms to express their 
views, develop leadership 
qualities and contribute 
meaningfully to national 
conversations.

Through such initiatives, 
MY Bharat continues to 
empower young people by 
creating opportunities for 
participation, dialogue and 
leadership in the nation’s 
development journey.
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ANANTNAG: To com-
memorate the birth anni-
versary of  Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel, popularly 
known as the ‘Iron Man of  
India’, and mark Rashtriya 
Ekta Diwas (National Unity 
Day), the District Adminis-
tration Anantnag Saturday 
organised a grand ‘Run for 
Unity’ rally, witnessed mas-
sive public participation and 
patriotic fervour.

The programme com-
menced from Sports Stadi-
um Anantnag and culminat-
ed at Government Degree 
College (GDC), Anantnag.

Deputy Commissioner 
Anantnag, Dr. Bilal Mohi-
ud-Din Bhat, along with DIG, 
SKR, Javaid Iqbal Matoo 
and SSP Anantnag, Amod 
Ashok Nagpure led the Run 
for Unity, which witnessed 
enthusiastic participation 
from officers and officials of  
the civil and police admin-
istrations, besides students, 
youth and general public.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Deputy Commissioner 
Anantnag highlighted the 
significance of the occasion 
and the invaluable contribu-
tion of Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel towards strengthening 
the unity and integrity of  
the nation. He emphasised 
that national unity and 
integrity are the corner-
stones of a strong, peaceful 
and progressive nation.

He further observed that 
India's strength lies in its 
unity in diversity and that 
every citizen has an impor-
tant responsibility in safe-
guarding the sovereignty, 
integrity and democratic 
values of the nation.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also highlighted 
the importance of  engag-
ing youth in constructive 
activities. He called upon 
the younger generation to 
become ambassadors of  
peace, harmony and broth-
erhood and contribute 
towards building an inclu-
sive and progressive society.

On the occasion, partici-
pants also took the National 
Unity Pledge with  commit-
ment to preserve the unity, 
integrity and security of the 
nation and strengthening 
the bonds of  brotherhood, 
mutual respect and com-
munal harmony among all 
citizens.
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BUDGAM: The District 
Administration, Budgam, 
Saturday celebrated Rash-
triya Ekta Diwas (National 
Unity Day) with enthusi-
asm and patriotic fervour 
by organising a ‘Run for 
Unity’ rally to commemo-
rate the birth anniversary 
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
whose vision and leadership 
played a pivotal role in the 
unification of  India.

The rally was led by 
Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Budgam, Jatin 
Kishore, and witnessed 
enthusiastic participation 
by hundreds of  people, 
including local residents, 
particularly youth, school-
children and people from 
various walks of  life.

SSP Budgam, Harip-
rasad KK, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
Budgam, Mehraj-ud-Din 
Shah, and other senior 
officers from the civil and 
police administrations also 
participated in the rally, 
reflecting their collective 
commitment to promoting 

national unity, harmony 
and integrity.

The rally commenced 
from Karipora Bridge and 
culminated at Railway Sta-
tion Budgam, with partici-
pants enthusiastically join-
ing the initiative to uphold 
the spirit of  Ekta and con-
tribute towards building a 
united, peaceful and pro-
gressive nation.

On the occasion, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
administered the Ekta 
Pledge, during which par-
ticipants reaffirmed their 
commitment to preserving 
the unity, integrity and 
security of  the nation.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Deputy Com-
missioner appreciated 
the overwhelming public 
participation, particularly 

the enthusiasm displayed 
by students and youth. He 
said that Rashtriya Ekta 
Diwas is observed every 
year on October 31 to mark 
the birth anniversary of  
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
whose vision, leadership 
and invaluable contribu-
tion to the unification of  
the country continue to 
inspire generations.

The DC emphasised that 
the occasion serves as a 
reminder of  the collective 
responsibility to strength-
en national unity, integrity 
and social harmony. He 
urged people, particularly 
the younger generation, 
to uphold the values of  
mutual respect, brother-
hood and togetherness and 
contribute meaningfully 
towards nation-building.
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GANDERBAL: In a spirit-
ed observance of  National 
Unity Day (Rashtriya Ekta 
Diwas) commemorating 
the birth anniversary of  
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
the District Administra-
tion Ganderbal Saturday 
organized a grand 'Run for 
Unity' march as the pri-
mary highlight of  the day's 
celebrations.

The Run for Unity March 
commenced from the lawns 
of  the DC Office Complex, 
Ganderbal, and concluded 
at Qamariya Ground. The 
march was led by Deputy 
Commissioner Ganderbal, 
Shreya Singhal, and joined 
by SSP Ganderbal, Harshal 
Rajesh Mahajan, ADC 
Ganderbal, ADDC Gander-

bal, ACR Ganderbal, DFO 
Sind Forest Division, and 
other district and sectoral 
officers.

A diverse cross-section 
of  society participated in 
the march, including offi-
cers and officials from all 
government departments, 
students, teachers and the 
general public. The march 
was enlivened by pipe 
bands from JKP Gander-
bal and J&K Sainik School 
Manasbal.

Following the march, 
a grand assembly gath-
ered at Qamariya Ground, 
where DC Ganderbal 
administered the National 
Unity Pledge to all par-
ticipants, pledging the 
district's collective com-
mitment to upholding the 
unity, integrity, and secu-

rity of  the nation.
Speaking to the media 

on the sidelines of  the 
event, the Deputy Commis-
sioner highlighted that the 
district is celebrating the 
event on the lines of  Rash-
triya Ekta Diwas to uphold 
the values and legacy of  
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. 
She expressed gratitude to 
all participants, students, 
officials, and civil society 
members for their active 
involvement. She fur-
ther informed the media 
that similar programs 
and pledge-taking cer-
emonies are being orga-
nized at the sub-division, 
tehsil, and block levels 
across district Ganderbal 
so that the spirit of  unity 
reaches every far corner of  
the district.
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JAMMU: To observe 
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas, 
Department of  Informa-
tion and Public Relations 
(DIPR), Jammu Saturday 
organised the National 
Unity Pledge Taking Cer-
emony here at the Direc-
torate office premises. 
The Day coincides with 
the Birth Anniversary of  
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel- 
the Iron Man of  India.

Deputy Director Infor-

mation (PR) Moksha Dogra 
administered the pledge to 
officers and officials, who 
resolved to dedicate them-
selves towards strengthen-
ing the spirit of  harmony, 
brotherhood and national 
integration.

Deputy Director Ashu 
Kumari (HQ), Culture 
Officer Rajinder Kumar 
Digra, Field Publicity Offi-
cer Mohit Sharma, besides 
other officers and staff  
members of the department 
joined the pledge ceremony.
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BANDIPORA: Deputy 
Commissioner (dC) Ban-
dipora, Indu Kanwal Chib, 
Saturday visited District 
Hospital Bandipora to 
assess ongoing infrastruc-
ture development aimed at 
improving the convenience 
of  patients, attendants and 
hospital staff.

During the visit, the DC 
reviewed the establishment 
of  a prefabricated cafeteria 
at District Hospital Bandi-
pora, being developed at an 
allotted cost of  ₹18.32 lakh. 
The cafeteria is envisaged 
to operate round the clock 
(24×7), with the objective 
of  providing hygienic and 
quality food to doctors, 
patients, attendants and 
other hospital staff.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner stressed the impor-
tance of  ensuring proper 
ventilation in the cafeteria 

and directed the concerned 
authorities to maintain a 
proper diet chart for chil-
dren and post-caesarean 
women to facilitate access 
to appropriate and nutri-
tious food.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner emphasised the 
need to ensure cleanli-
ness, hygiene and proper 
management of  facilities 
at the hospital, with a focus 
on providing a better expe-
rience for patients, atten-
dants and healthcare pro-
fessionals.

On the occasion, the DC 
directed the Medical Super-
intendent, District Hospital 
Bandipora, to install an LED 
display board in front of  the 
hospital store to prominent-
ly display the availability of  
medicines and information 
regarding doctors, enabling 
patients and attendants to 
access relevant information 
conveniently.
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KUPWARA:The Sub-
Divisional Administration 
Handwara including Hand-
wara Police organised a 
“Run for Unity” rally to 
commemorate Rashtriya 
Ekta Diwas (National 
Unity Day), celebrating 
the birth anniversary of  
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
the Iron Man of  India, and 
reaffirming the spirit of  
national unity, integrity 
and solidarity.

The programme was 
headed by ADC Handwara, 
Javed Naseem Masoodi,  
SSP Hanwara, Sajjad 
Khaliq Bhat and other 
Police and civil officials.

The rally commenced 
from Chotipora T-Junction 
and proceeded through the 
Handwara Bypass Road, 
culminating at the Envi-
ronmental Hall, Handwara.

The event witnessed 
enthusiastic participation, 
highlighting the impor-
tance of  unity, communal 
harmony and collective 
responsibility in strength-

ening the nation.
This programme was 

attended by thousands of  
local people including stu-
dents, Traders, Transport-
ers, Civil Society members 
including different Govt 
departments across  sub 
Division Handwara.

Upon reaching the 
Environmental Hall, par-
ticipants reaffirmed their 
commitment to upholding 
the unity, integrity and 
security of  the nation.

The initiative by the 
Sub-Divisional Adminis-
tration Handwara aimed 
to spread the message of  
national integration, pro-
mote a sense of  patriotism 
among citizens and inspire 
people to work together for 
the progress and prosper-
ity of  the country.

The celebration con-
cluded with a renewed 
commitment to the ideals 
of  unity, peace and broth-
erhood, reflecting the 
enduring legacy of  Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel and his 
contribution to the unifica-
tion of  India.
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Advisor Wani calls 
for public-private 
partnership to strengthen 
education ecosystem

HED felicitates Shamim Firdous on 
appointment as Education Minister

J&K Bank bags top CGTMSE Award for 

highest guarantee coverage in J&K, Ladakh

Rana visits fire-hit Shiv Market in Jammu
Emphasizes timely relief, speedy reconstruction of damaged shops

Sakeena Itoo convenes public outreach 
camp at D.H. Pora; distributes solar lights

J&K Tourism Bags Two Prestigious 

Awards at IITM Mumbai

Div Com Jammu reviews City 

Action Plan under NCAP
Stresses coordinated efforts for cleaner, greener Jammu

    From Skills to Self-Reliance

DGM J&K Bank gives away 

certificates to JKREGP Trainees

MLA Kokernag inaugurates 
Cooperative Mini Super 
Bazar at Uttersoo
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NEW DELHI: Advisor 
to the Chief  Minister, 
Nasir Aslam Wani, Sat-
urday called for greater 
collaboration between 
the government and pri-
vate educational institu-
tions, rationalisation of  
resources and renewed 
focus on skill-based edu-
cation to strengthen the 
education ecosystem in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Speaking at the 13th 
School Choice National 
Conference in New Delhi, 
Nasir Aslam Wani said 
healthcare and educa-
tion remain the foremost 
priorities of  the Govern-
ment. He emphasised that 
education must not only 
impart knowledge but 
also equip youth with 
skills and enhance their 
employability.

Highlighting the exten-
sive network of  Govern-
ment schools in even the 
remotest areas of  J&K, 
the Advisor said invest-
ment in physical infra-
structure alone was not 
sufficient. He called for 
greater focus on human 
resource development, 
rationalisation of  teacher 
deployment and address-
ing disparities in teacher-
student ratios. He under-
scored the need to improve 
enrolment and retention, 

particularly in rural 
areas where dropout rates 
remain a concern.

Calling for collective 
efforts, he said govern-
ment and private schools 
should complement 
rather than compete with 
each other. He advocated 
developing a mechanism 
for sharing infrastructure 
and resources between 
public and private institu-
tions, including utilisation 
of  surplus classrooms to 
ensure optimum use of  
existing facilities and 
improve enrolment.

Emphasising the sig-
nificance of  the National 
Education Policy (NEP), 
the Advisor said skill-
based and vocational 
education was essen-
tial, particularly for 
children from economi-
cally weaker sections, to 
enhance their employ-

ability and prepare them 
for the job market. He 
highlighted the govern-
ment's Ease of  Doing 
Business initiative and 
its trust-based approach 
towards simplifying pro-
cedures and encouraging 
private participation.

Referring to the open-
ing up of  opportunities 
for private universities in 
J&K, he invited investors 
and educational institu-
tions to explore possibili-
ties of  establishing higher 
education institutions in 
the Union Territory. He 
expressed confidence that 
stronger public-private 
partnerships, improved 
resource utilisation and 
greater emphasis on 
employability would help 
build an inclusive, accessi-
ble and sustainable educa-
tion ecosystem in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for 
Transport, Food, Civil 
Supplies and Consumer 
Affairs, and Tribal Affairs, 
Javed Ahmed Rana, Satur-
day visited Shiv Market 
near Railway Station, 
Jammu, to assess the situ-
ation arising out of  the 
recent devastating fire that 
gutted several business 
establishments, causing 
huge financial losses and 
affecting the livelihoods 
of  shopkeepers and their 
families.

During the visit, the 
Minister interacted with 
the affected traders, 
expressed solidarity with 
them and took stock of  the 
damage caused by the fire. 
He also listened to their 
grievances and demands 
regarding financial assis-
tance, rehabilitation and 
restoration of  their busi-
ness activities.

The traders apprised the 
Minister of  the economic 
hardships caused by the 
incident and highlighted 
the challenges involved in 
rebuilding their establish-
ments and resuming com-
mercial operations. They 

sought financial assistance 
and administrative support 
to facilitate their early 
rehabilitation.

The Minister assured 
the affected shopkeepers 
that the Government was 
fully aware of  their difficul-
ties and would extend all 
possible assistance to help 
them overcome the crisis. 
He informed them that the 
relief  cases of  all affected 
shopkeepers had already 
been forwarded by the Dis-
trict Administration to the 
Chief Minister for consider-
ation and sanction of appro-
priate financial assistance. 
He expressed hope that the 
relief  would be approved 
and disbursed at the earliest 
to provide immediate suc-
cour to the affected traders.

Emphasising the need 

for prompt administra-
tive intervention, Rana 
directed the concerned 
authorities to facilitate all 
necessary formalities and 
extend requisite assistance 
to the affected shopkeepers 
for early reconstruction of  
their establishments. He 
stressed that no unneces-
sary procedural hurdles 
should impede the resto-
ration process.

The Minister was 
accompanied by Arun 
Gupta, President, Cham-
ber of  Commerce, Jammu; 
Vishwajeet Gupta, Presi-
dent, Shiv Market Asso-
ciation; Shiv Partap, 
President, Sant Sewa 
Ashram Charitable Trust 
(Shiv Mandir Market) 
and Chairman, OBC Cell, 
Jammu, NC.
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JAMMU: Divisional Com-
missioner Jammu, Vikas 
Kundal, who is also the 
Chairman of  the District 
Level Monitoring Com-
mittee (DLMC) under the 
National Clean Air Pro-
gramme (NCAP), Saturday 
chaired a meeting at his 
office chamber to review the 
City Action Plan for 2026-27.

During the meeting, Com-
missioner, Jammu Munici-
pal Corporation (JMC), 
Ayushi Sudan, briefed the 
Chair about the proposed 
infrastructure improvement 
projects and ongoing initia-
tives under the City Action 
Plan, with particular focus 
on road improvement, pave-
ment development, urban 
beautification, creation of  
green spaces and measures 
to mitigate dust pollution.

The JMC Commissioner 
apprised the meeting of  
various projects undertaken 
under the plan, including 
road improvement and pave-

ment development works. 
The status of completed proj-
ects and proposed interven-
tions for further strength-
ening urban infrastructure 
were also discussed.

The meeting held detailed 
deliberations on upgrad-
ing existing infrastructure, 
including roads, pavements 
and public spaces, besides 
the development of  parks, 
plantation and landscaping 
to enhance green cover and 
provide improved recreation-
al facilities to the public.

The proposed initiatives 
also include improvement 
of  the existing Tawi River-

front infrastructure and 
strengthening of  the drain-
age interception system. 
The meeting was informed 
about the functioning of  
the Intermediate Pumping 
Station and the progress 
achieved in intercepting 
drains to ensure better 
wastewater management.

Development of  public 
spaces, including parks and 
parking facilities, was also 
discussed, with emphasis 
on optimum utilisation of  
available land, improve-
ment of  public amenities 
and ensuring greater acces-
sibility for the community.
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SRINAGAR: In recogni-
tion of  its contribution 
to expanding access to 
collateral-free credit for 
Micro and Small Enter-
prises (MSEs), J&K Bank 
has been honoured by the 
Credit Guarantee Fund 
Trust for Micro and Small 
Enterprises (CGTMSE) for 
“Highest Guarantee Cover-
age (Number) in Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh”.

Divisional Head (Rest of  
India) Riaz Ahmed Wani 
received the award on behalf  
of  the Bank, accompanied 
by Zonal Head (Mumbai) 
Irfan Kawoosa and Incharge 
GSGD (CHQ) Vikas Aithmia. 
The award was presented at 
the Member Lending Insti-
tutions (MLI) Felicitation 
Ceremony 2026, organised 

by CGTMSE in Mumbai, 
to honour the outstanding 
contribution of  its MLIs 
towards widening access 
to collateral-free credit for 
MSEs.

Welcoming the recogni-
tion, MD & CEO Amitava 
Chatterjee said, “We thank 
CGTMSE for recognizing 
the Bank’s efforts to widen 
access to enterprise credit 
in Jammu & Kashmir and 

Ladakh. I congratulate 
our staff, particularly our 
colleagues in operations, 
whose diligence in pro-
cessing proposals, secur-
ing guarantee coverage 
and supporting borrowers 
has been central to this 
achievement.”

Underscoring the stra-
tegic significance of  guar-
antee-backed lending, he 
said, “Expanding access 

to collateral-free credit is 
strategically important for 
strengthening the entre-
preneurship ecosystem in 
Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh. CGTMSE cover-
age helps us support viable 
enterprises whose promot-
ers may have the ability 
and commitment to build 
a business but lack col-
lateral. By extending this 
support to more eligible 

entrepreneurs, we aim to 
encourage enterprise cre-
ation, support business 
expansion and generate 
employment across the 
region.”

“We will continue to 
deepen awareness of  guar-
antee-backed credit and 
strengthen its delivery 
across our operational net-
work so that more eligible 
micro and small enterpris-
es can access the finance 
they need to establish, sus-
tain and expand their busi-
nesses,” he added.

The recognition rein-
forces the Bank’s focus 
on using credit guarantee 
mechanisms to broaden 
formal credit access and 
support a more inclusive 
entrepreneurial ecosystem 
across Jammu & Kashmir 
and Ladakh.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Minister for 
Health & Medical Educa-
tion, Social Welfare and 
Education, Sakeena Itoo, 
Saturday convened a public 
outreach camp at Nagnard, 
D.H. Pora, Kulgam, to take 
stock of  public issues and 
assess the developmental 
needs of  the area.

The Minister, accompa-
nied by officers of  various 
departments, listened to 
issues of  public impor-
tance raised by commu-
nity members including 
demands related to civic 
amenities and welfare.

Interacting with the 
people, Sakeena Itoo 
underscored the impor-
tance of  unity and collec-
tive efforts in ensuring 
holistic development of  
the area. She assured that 
all their genuine demands 
would be addressed in a 

phased manner.
She said road connectiv-

ity would be extended to 
far-flung areas and neces-
sary steps would be taken 
to provide healthcare and 
education facilities through 
establishment of  a dispen-
sary, upgradation of  the 
existing Middle School and 
improvement of  mobile net-
work connectivity.

The Minister directed 
the concerned departments 
to identify and address the 
highlighted issues on pri-
ority and ensure timely 

redressal of  public griev-
ances. She stressed that 
the benefits of  government 
schemes and developmen-
tal initiatives must reach 
the deserving population.

On the occasion, the Min-
ister distributed 106 solar 
lights among local residents.

The camp was attended 
by SDM Noorabad, CMO 
Kulgam, CAO Kulgam, 
CEO Kulgam, CHO Kulgam, 
Tehsildar D.H. Pora, XEN 
PWD (R&B) D.H. Pora, 
AD FCS&CA Kulgam and 
CDPO D.H. Pora.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

MUMBAI: Jammu and 
Kashmir Tourism has 
added another feather to 
its cap by winning two 
prestigious honours at the 
India International Travel 
Mart (IITM) in Mumbai. 
The J&K was adjudged 
the Best Adventure Tour-
ism Destination and Best 
Experiential Tourism 
Destination, recognising 
its growing popularity 
and immense potential as 
a premier destination for 
adventure, nature-based 
and experiential tourism 
in the country.

The awards were 
received by Waseem Raja, 
Joint Director, Tourism 
Kashmir, on behalf  of  the 
Department of  Tourism, 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The recognition reflects 
the increasing popularity 
of  Jammu and Kashmir 
among domestic travellers 
and its growing reputation 
as a destination offering 
diverse adventure activi-
ties, immersive travel expe-
riences and breathtaking 
natural landscapes.

IITM is a prominent 
tourism promotion event 
organised across vari-
ous states of  the country, 
bringing together tourism 

departments, travel opera-
tors and other industry 
stakeholders on a common 
platform. J&K Tourism 
participated in the event 
alongside several states, 
including Gujarat and 
Telangana, as well as pri-
vate tourism stakeholders.

The J&K Tourism 
pavilion attracted an 
overwhelming response 
from local tour operators, 
travel agents and tourism 
stakeholders from Maha-
rashtra. Hundreds of  visi-
tors reportedly visited the 
pavilion during the two-day 
event, showing keen inter-
est in the tourism potential 
and diverse travel experi-
ences offered by Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The J&K Tourism dele-
gation comprised Waseem 
Raja, Joint Director, Tour-

ism Kashmir, and Vivek 
Puri, Chief  Executive 
Officer, Surinsar-Mansar 
Development Authority.

During the two-day 
event, the delegation held 
detailed interactions and 
meetings with prominent 
tour operators and tourism 
stakeholders from Maha-
rashtra to explore avenues 
for strengthening tourism 
promotion, expanding 
travel partnerships and 
attracting more visitors to 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The double recognition 
at IITM Mumbai is expect-
ed to further enhance 
Jammu and Kashmir's vis-
ibility in the national tour-
ism market and strengthen 
its position as a preferred 
destination for adventure, 
nature-based and experi-
ential tourism.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

RAJOURI:  Deputy Gen-
eral Manager (DGM) of  
Jammu & Kashmir Bank 
Rajeev Kumar Digra Sat-
urday paid an official visit 
to the J&K Bank Rural Self  
Employment Training Insti-
tute (JKB RSETI) Rajouri. 
The high-profile visit coin-
cided with a prestigious cer-
tificate distribution ceremo-
ny marking the successful 
completion of  a specialized 
training course.

During the visit, the 

DGM interacted with the 
batch of  candidates who 
successfully completed 
their comprehensive entre-
preneurial training sched-
ule under Jammu & Kash-
mir Rural Employment 
Generation Programme 
(JKREGP) and a group of  
Women undergoing rigor-
ous vocational training in 
women's garment making 
and tailoring.

 The highlight of  the 
day was the valedictory 
and certificate distribution 
ceremony, where Rajeev 

Kumar Digra gave away cer-
tificates to all the successful 
JKREGP candidates.

Addressing the gathering, 
the DGM lauded JKB RSETI 
Rajouri's consistent efforts 
in bridging the skill gap in 
remote areas. He advised 
the certified candidates to 
optimally utilize their newly 
acquired skills and leverage 
credit-linked schemes like 
JKREGP to establish prof-
itable micro-enterprises, 
thereby transforming them-
selves from job seekers into 
job providers.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Secretary in 
Higher Education Depart-
ment, Shafqat Iqbal and 
Director Colleges, Profes-
sor Twinkle Suri, along 
with officers and officials 
of  the Higher Education 
Department, Saturday 
felicitated Shamim Fir-
dous on her appointment 
as Minister for Education.

On the occasion, the 
Secretary and Director 
Colleges extended their 
heartfelt congratulations 
and best wishes to the 
newly appointed Minister. 
They expressed confidence 
that her leadership and 
vision would provide fresh 
momentum to the growth, 
development and trans-
formation of  the educa-
tion sector in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Shafqat Iqbal reaffirmed 
the Department's commit-
ment to work in close coor-
dination with the Minister 
and implementing key 
educational initiatives 
aimed at strengthening 

the higher education eco-
system across the Union 
Territory.

Professor Twinkle Suri 
highlighted the impor-
tance of  promoting aca-
demic excellence, insti-
tutional development, 
research and innovation, 
skill-oriented education, 
digital transformation and, 
above all, student welfare.

She also emphasised the 
need to further the objec-
tives of  the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) 2020, 
strengthen Government 
Degree Colleges, enhance 
the quality of  teaching 
and learning, and expand 
meaningful educational 
and skill-development 
opportunities for the youth 
of  Jammu and Kashmir.

The officers and officials 
of  the Higher Education 
Department conveyed their 
best wishes to the Minister. 
They expressed resolve to 
work collectively towards 
building a more vibrant, 
inclusive and progressive 
higher education system in 
the Union Territory.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: The MLA 
Kokernag, Chaudhary 
Zafar Ali Khatana, Satur-
day inaugurated the Coop-
erative Mini Super Bazar 
at Uttersoo, Anantnag.

The mini super bazar 
belongs to the Kuthar 
Bala Sale & Service Coop-
erative Society Ltd. and 
was established by the 
Cooperative Department 
at a Construction cost of  
Rs 55 lakh through Capital 
expenditure.

The inauguration cer-
emony was held in the 
presence of  Deputy Reg-
istrar Cooperative  Societ-
ies, Anantnag,  Muzaffar 
Ahmad Beigh, along with 
the Assistant Registrars  
Cooperative Societies of  
District Anantnag, Board of  
Management and members 
of  the society, local resi-
dents and other dignitaries.

Speaking on th occasion, 
the MLA congratulated the 
management and members 
of   the Kuthar Bala Sale & 
Service Cooperative Soci-

ety Ltd. on establishment 
of  the new venture.

He said that the Mini 
Super Bazar will provide 
quality goods and daily-
use items to the people  
of  the area at fair and 
affordable prices, and will 
help strengthen the coop-
erative movement at the 
grassroots level. He also 
stressed the role of  coop-
eratives in generating self-
employment  opportunities 
and promoting local eco-
nomic growth.

The Deputy Regis-
trar Cooperative Societ-
ies, Anantnag, Muzaffar 
Ahmad Beigh, said that 
the Department is com-
mitted to supporting coop-
erative societies in diver-
sifying their activities and 
expanding services for the 
benefit of  the community.

The Mini Super Bazar 
will provide convenient 
access to essential com-
modities for the residents 
of  Uttersoo and adjoining 
areas, while also strength-
ening the financial posi-
tion of  the society.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.
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Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Education Needs 
Quality,  Not Just 

Buildings

J
ammu and Kashmir’s education system 
needs a serious rethink. Building 
schools and adding infrastructure are 
important, but they mean little if class-
rooms lack adequate teachers, stu-

dents lose interest in studies and young gradu-
ates struggle to find employment. Advisor to 
the Chief Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, while 
speaking at the 13th School Choice National 
Conference in New Delhi, has rightly stressed 
the need for better coordination between gov-
ernment and private schools, proper utilisation 
of resources and greater focus on skill-based 
education.
Government schools have reached even the 
remotest corners of J&K, yet questions remain 
about the quality of education being delivered. 
Some institutions face staff shortages while 
others have surplus resources. This imbal-
ance needs to be addressed through rational 
deployment of teachers rather than allowing 
available manpower to remain underutilised. 
The declining interest in government schools 
and concerns over student retention, partic-
ularly in rural areas, also deserve attention. 
Parents do not look for buildings alone; they 
want quality teaching, discipline and a learning 
environment that prepares their children for 
the future. Private and government institutions 
should therefore complement each other. Shar-
ing facilities, laboratories and other resources 
could help improve the overall standard of 
education, provided such arrangements remain 
transparent and do not place an additional 
burden on poor families.
Equally important is the need to move beyond a 
degree-oriented education system. Every year, 
thousands of young people complete their stud-
ies, but many lack the practical skills required in 
the job market. Vocational education, technical 
training and skill development must become an 
integral part of schooling rather than remain 
limited to policy announcements.
Opening doors for private universities can 
bring fresh investment and opportunities 
to J&K, but affordability and academic stan-
dards must not be overlooked. Education 
should remain an instrument of social prog-
ress, not become a privilege available only 
to those who can afford it.
The real measure of educational reform will 
not be the number of schools constructed or 
universities established, but how many chil-
dren receive quality education and how effec-
tively that education prepares them for life. 
Jammu and Kashmir needs classrooms that 
produce capable individuals, not merely cer-
tificate holders.

Kashmir’s Apple Growers Deserve 
Quality Pesticides, Not Uncertainty

DR RIZWAN RUMI

F
or thousands of  families in 
Kashmir, apple cultivation is not 
simply an agricultural activity; it 
is the foundation of their livelihood, 
a source of  employment and an 

investment that sustains generations. Behind 
every apple harvested from an orchard lies 
months of  hard work, financial expenditure, 
careful planning and considerable uncertainty. 
Yet, despite the dedication of  orchardists and 
their efforts to protect their crops, many 
continue to face a recurring concern: the 
availability and quality of  pesticides and 
fungicides in the market.

An orchardist begins preparing for the 
agricultural season with considerable 
expectations. From pruning trees and 
maintaining orchards to applying fertilisers, 
managing irrigation and following 
recommended spray schedules, every stage 
requires attention and investment. Farmers 
spend a substantial amount on pesticides 
and fungicides, often purchasing products on 
the advice of  dealers or agricultural experts. 
Their expectation is straightforward: the 
chemicals they purchase should be genuine, 
effective and capable of  providing the 
protection for which they are intended.

However, concerns about substandard, 
misbranded and ineffective agricultural chemicals 
have continued to surface in Kashmir. For an 
orchardist, the consequences can be serious. 
Even after following the prescribed schedule and 
spending considerable money on crop protection, 
diseases such as apple scab, Alternaria and other 
fungal infections may continue to affect trees and 
fruit. The result is not merely a disappointing 
harvest; it can mean a substantial financial 
setback for an entire family.

The issue deserves attention because it is 
not entirely without precedent. In February 
2025, reports emerged that the Agriculture 
Department's quality control laboratory 
had declared two commonly used pesticide 
products misbranded following laboratory 
testing. Authorities ordered their seizure 

from the market. Such developments 
raise an important question about the 
effectiveness of  quality-control mechanisms 
and the extent to which farmers can trust 
the agricultural products available to them.

More recently, official data reported in 
March 2026 indicated that 190 pesticide 
samples had been found misbranded or non-
standard out of  10,222 samples analysed over 
two years, with 149 prosecutions initiated in 
Jammu and Kashmir. These figures underline 
the importance of  sustained inspections and 
stronger enforcement. They also demonstrate 
why quality assurance cannot be treated as a 
routine administrative exercise.

The problem, however, needs to be 
understood from all angles. Not every disease 
outbreak in an orchard is necessarily the 
result of  substandard pesticides. Weather 
fluctuations, prolonged rainfall, humidity, 
incorrect application, inappropriate spray 
schedules, chemical resistance and inadequate 
disease identification can also affect the 
effectiveness of  crop protection measures. 
Therefore, scientific assessment is essential 
before attributing a particular crop loss to the 
quality of  a chemical product.

Nevertheless, these factors should not 
diminish the responsibility of manufacturers, 
distributors and sellers to ensure that farmers 
receive genuine and standard products. An 
orchardist who pays the full market price for 
a pesticide has every right to expect that the 
product contains the declared active ingredient, 
meets prescribed quality standards and has 
been stored and handled properly.

Another concern is the dependence 

of  many farmers on pesticide dealers for 
technical advice. While several dealers 
provide useful guidance, the diagnosis of  
plant diseases and selection of  appropriate 
chemicals should ideally be supported by 
qualified horticulture experts. A product 
suitable for one disease or stage of  crop 
development may not be appropriate for 
another. Farmers need accessible scientific 
guidance rather than having to make 
decisions through trial and error.

The government and concerned departments 
must therefore strengthen the monitoring of  
the entire pesticide supply chain. Regular 
inspections should extend beyond retail 
outlets to wholesalers, distributors and supply 
points. Random sampling should be conducted 
throughout the agricultural season, and 
laboratory results should be made publicly 
accessible. Where products are found to be 
misbranded or substandard, action should not 
remain limited to the seizure of a particular 
batch. The source of  supply, distribution 
network and accountability of the concerned 
parties must also be examined.

There is also a need to establish 
an effective complaint and response 
mechanism. If  an orchardist suspects that a 
pesticide has failed to perform or has caused 
damage to trees and fruit, there should be a 
simple procedure for reporting the matter. 
Samples should be collected promptly, 
orchards inspected by qualified experts and 
laboratory findings communicated to the 
affected farmers without unnecessary delay. 
Such a mechanism would help distinguish 
between chemical-quality issues, incorrect 

application and disease-related factors.
Agricultural universities, particularly 

SKUAST-Kashmir, along with the 
Horticulture and Agriculture Departments, 
have an important role in this regard. 
Scientific advisories must reach orchardists 
in accessible language and at the appropriate 
time. Regular awareness programmes, 
village-level demonstrations and direct 
interaction with farmers can help improve 
disease identification, pesticide selection 
and responsible application.

Equally important is the need to encourage 
farmers to purchase pesticides from 
authorised dealers, insist on proper bills, 
check manufacturing and expiry dates and 
follow scientifically recommended doses. 
Farmers should also be encouraged to retain 
product packaging and batch details whenever 
they suspect a quality-related problem.

Kashmir's apple economy cannot afford to 
leave orchardists struggling with uncertainty 
every agricultural season. The sector has 
considerable potential, but its sustainability 
depends on more than favourable weather and 
productive trees. It requires reliable agricultural 
inputs, scientific support, effective regulation 
and confidence in the market.

An orchardist invests not only money 
but also an entire year of  labour, patience 
and hope in the expectation of  a healthy 
crop. When diseases continue to damage 
apples despite substantial expenditure on 
their protection, the concerns of  farmers 
deserve to be heard and investigated. The 
objective should not be to discourage the 
use of  pesticides or question every product 
available in the market. Rather, it should 
be to ensure that every chemical sold to a 
farmer meets the required standards and 
delivers what its label promises.

Ultimately, protecting an apple orchard 
begins long before the fruit reaches the 
market. It begins with protecting the 
farmer's investment, ensuring the quality 
of  agricultural inputs and establishing 
a system in which accountability is as 
important as production. Kashmir's 
orchardists deserve more than assurances. 
They deserve genuine products, scientific 
guidance and a dependable system that 
protects the fruits of  their year-long labour.

The author can be mailed at 
rizwanroomi2012@gmail.com

  Law That Needs Reconsideration

Should Restrictions On Agrarian Land Reforms Continue?

MOHD AMIN MIR

L
and is not merely an 
immovable asset in Jammu 
and Kashmir; it is a source 
of  livelihood, financial 
security, social identity and 

inheritance. For generations, families 
have depended on agricultural land 
not only for cultivation but also 
as a means of  meeting financial 
emergencies, arranging education for 
their children, constructing houses 
and supporting other essential needs. 
However, restrictions imposed under 
the Jammu and Kashmir Agrarian 
Reforms Act, 1976, have continued to 
influence the manner in which certain 
categories of  agricultural land can be 
transferred.

Among those particularly 
concerned are landowners whose 
rights and interests are connected 
with proceedings under Sections 7 
and 12 of  the Act. Many such people 
believe that the restrictions affecting 
the execution of  sale deeds and 
mortgages have outlived their original 
purpose and deserve reconsideration 
by the government.

The issue raises an important 
question: should restrictions 
introduced in the context of agrarian 
restructuring several decades ago 
continue unchanged, or is it time to 
examine whether the law requires a 
more practical and balanced approach?

Before demanding a change, 
it is important to understand the 
statutory framework. Section 7 of  the 
Agrarian Reforms Act deals with the 
resumption of  land by an ex-landlord 
for bona fide personal cultivation, 
subject to prescribed conditions. 
Section 12 provides for private 
agreements between an ex-owner, an 
ex-intermediary, where applicable, 
and a prospective owner.

The specific prohibition on the 
transfer of  ownership rights is 
addressed under Section 28-A, which 
was substituted through the 2020 
amendment. It restricts the transfer 
of  land in which ownership rights 
have vested under the Act, subject to 
specified exceptions. These include 
transfer after the expiry of  fifteen 

years in qualifying cases, grant of  
lease, contract farming and simple 
mortgage for securing loans for 
improvement of  land. Section 28 also 
contains restrictions concerning 
prospective owners.

This distinction is important 
because not every parcel associated 
with Sections 7 and 12 necessarily 
carries identical restrictions. The 
legal status of  each parcel must be 
examined according to the relevant 
provision, revenue record and 
applicable amendments.

The Agrarian Reforms Act was 
introduced with an important social 
objective: restructuring the agrarian 
system, protecting cultivators 
and ensuring a more equitable 
distribution of  agricultural land. 
Its historical contribution cannot 
be overlooked. However, laws must 
also be examined in the context 
of  changing circumstances. The 
economic and social conditions 
of  Jammu and Kashmir today are 
considerably different from those 
prevailing in the 1970s.

Many families whose land rights 
were determined under the Act 
have since passed through several 
generations. Their successors are 
now educated, employed in different 
sectors and increasingly dependent 
on alternative sources of  income. 
Agriculture is no longer the only 
means of  livelihood for a large section 
of rural households. For such families, 
land has become an important 
financial asset. They may wish to sell 
a portion of  their legally recognised 
property to meet medical expenses, 
finance their children's higher 
education, establish a business or 
purchase residential accommodation.

Similarly, the inability to offer 
eligible agricultural land as security 
for ordinary bank loans can create 
difficulties for families seeking 
financial assistance. Although the Act 
provides a limited mortgage exception 
for specified purposes, landowners 
seek a broader and more practical 
arrangement.

The question is not whether 

agrarian reforms should be undone. 
Rather, it is whether people who have 
lawfully acquired ownership rights 
should continue to face restrictions 
that may prevent them from making 
reasonable economic decisions about 
their property. Ownership and the 
right to transfer property are closely 
connected, although they are not 
necessarily identical in law. A person 
may have his name recorded as an 
owner in the revenue records, inherit 
the property and enjoy possession, 
yet remain subject to statutory 
restrictions on its transfer.

This situation creates confusion 
among ordinary landowners. Many 
approach revenue offices and 
registration authorities believing 
that their ownership documents 
are sufficient to execute a sale deed 
or mortgage. They subsequently 
discover that the nature of  the land 
and the provisions under which 
ownership was vested impose 
additional restrictions. There is also 
a need for greater public awareness. 
The Revenue Department should issue 
clear guidelines explaining which 
categories of  land are transferable, 
which are subject to restrictions 
and which statutory exceptions are 
available.

A transparent mechanism would 
prevent unnecessary visits to 
government offices, reduce disputes 
and help citizens understand their 
legal rights. Why the government 
should reconsider the restriction. 
Landowners who are seeking 
relaxation argue that a blanket 
approach to restrictions does not 
adequately address the circumstances 
of  every family.

A family that received ownership 
rights through the agrarian reform 
process decades ago should not 
necessarily be treated in the same 
manner as a person attempting to 
defeat the original objectives of  the 
legislation. There may be genuine 
cases where a landowner wants to 
transfer a small portion of  land for 
an urgent financial requirement. 
There may also be cases where 

a mortgage could help a farmer 
invest in agricultural machinery, 
irrigation facilities, horticulture 
or other productive activities. 
Allowing regulated transactions 
could potentially improve access to 
institutional finance and encourage 
productive investment in rural areas.

At the same time, any relaxation 
must take account of  the possibility 
of  distress sales, land concentration, 
speculative transactions and the loss 
of  agricultural land. The interests of  
small farmers, economically weaker 
households and genuine cultivators 
must remain protected. Therefore, 
the demand should be considered 
through a balanced legislative and 
administrative approach rather than 
an indiscriminate removal of  every 
safeguard.

Government of J&K should 
consider the following measures:
•	 Review the existing provisions: A 

committee comprising Revenue 
Department officials, legal 
experts, agricultural economists 
and representatives of  affected 
landowners should examine 
Sections 7, 12, 28 and 28-A and 
their practical implications.

•	  Permit regulated sale deeds: 
The government may consider 
allowing transfers of  eligible 
land after verification of  
ownership, title, possession and 
compliance with the applicable 
statutory conditions.

•	 Facilitate institutional 
mortgages: Landowners 
should be considered for 
permission to mortgage eligible 
land to recognised banks 
and financial institutions for 
genuine personal, agricultural 
and productive requirements, 
subject to appropriate 
safeguards.

•	 Protect agricultural interests: 
Restrictions may be retained 
against speculative purchases, 
benami transactions, unlawful 
land concentration and 
transfers that defeat the original 
objectives of  agrarian reform.

•	  Simplify the approval process: 
If  permission is required, a 
time-bound online mechanism 
should be established, with clear 
responsibility assigned to the 
competent revenue authority.

•	 Clarify the position of  inherited 
land: Special attention should 
be given to legal heirs who have 

inherited land subject to the Act, 
so that they can understand the 
extent of  their rights and the 
applicable restrictions.

•	 Issue village-level awareness 
guidelines: Revenue authorities 
should make the legal position 
accessible to landowners 
through public notices and 
simplified guidance.

The purpose of  agrarian reform 
was to bring social and economic 
justice to rural society. That objective 
remains relevant. However, justice 
must also recognise the changing 
needs of  succeeding generations. The 
government should examine whether 
the existing restrictions, in their 
present form, strike the appropriate 
balance between protecting 
agricultural interests and respecting 
the legitimate economic needs of  
lawful landowners.

The issue deserves consideration 
by the Revenue Minister, the Financial 
Commissioner Revenue and the 
elected representatives of  Jammu 
and Kashmir. A comprehensive 
review, followed by appropriate 
legislative amendments wherever 
necessary, could provide clarity and 
relief  to affected families. It would 
be equally important to ensure that 
any proposed relaxation is not used 
to undermine the rights of  cultivators 
or compromise the agricultural 
economy.

The demand is not to reverse the 
history of  land reforms but to ensure 
that the law moves forward with 
society. A law introduced to protect 
the interests of  rural people should 
also remain responsive to their 
present-day realities. Jammu and 
Kashmir's landowners are not asking 
the government to disregard the 
importance of  agrarian reform. They 
are seeking a fair opportunity to use 
their legally recognised property in 
accordance with changing economic 
needs and under a transparent legal 
framework. Perhaps the time has 
come for the government to revisit 
this long-standing issue and initiate 
a meaningful debate on whether 
the existing restrictions need 
rationalisation.

Mohd Amin Mir is a columnist 
and legal affairs writer who focuses 

on governance, land reforms, and 
institutional accountability in 

Jammu & Kashmir. He can be mailed 
at miramin354@gmail.com
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         Beyond The Iron Man

Patel's Realism And The Kashmir Challenge

DR. RATAN BHATTACHARJEE

S
ardar Vallabhbhai Patel's 
Kashmir chapter remains 
unfinished in the larger nar-
rative of  Indian nation-build-
ing. His contribution should 

neither be exaggerated through imag-
ined historical alternatives nor dimin-
ished by ignoring his documented role. 
The Iron Man helped consolidate the 
Indian Union during one of  its most 
dangerous formative periods. Kashmir 
reminds us that the task of  national 
integration is not completed by signing 
an instrument or defending a bound-
ary. It requires constitutional respon-
sibility, public trust, economic oppor-
tunity and a sustained commitment to 
the dignity of  the people. That is the 
enduring historical question Patel's 
Kashmir legacy leaves before India. 
The story of  Kashmir’s accession to 
India is one of  the most consequential 
and contested chapters in the history 
of  independent India. 

It is also a chapter in which the role 
of  Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel deserves 
closer historical examination. Remem-
bered as the architect of  India’s politi-
cal integration, Patel brought more 
than 560 princely states into the Indian 
Union through negotiation, political 
persuasion and, where circumstances 
demanded, decisive action. Yet Kash-
mir presented a different and more 
complicated challenge. Its geographi-
cal position, Muslim-majority popula-
tion, Hindu ruler, political aspirations 
and the emerging conflict with Paki-
stan made it unlike most other prince-
ly states. The question is not simply 
what Patel did for Kashmir but how his 
political realism, strategic calculations 
and understanding of  national unity 
influenced the state’s destiny.

When British paramountcy ended 
in August 1947, the princely state of  
Jammu and Kashmir was ruled by 
Maharaja Hari Singh. The Maharaja 
initially sought to maintain indepen-
dence rather than accede to either 
India or Pakistan. This position reflect-
ed his desire to preserve the autonomy 
of  his kingdom, but it also exposed the 
state to growing political and military 
uncertainty. Pakistan and India both 
had strategic interests in Kashmir, 
while the internal political situation 
was complicated by the growing influ-
ence of  Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah 
and the National Conference.

Patel, as Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of  States, was responsible for 
the integration of  princely states. His 
approach was generally pragmatic. He 
recognised that the geographical, eco-
nomic and political realities of  each 
state had to be considered before a set-

tlement could be achieved. Kashmir, 
however, was not exclusively under 
his political supervision. Jawaharlal 
Nehru, whose ancestral connections 
with Kashmir and political relationship 
with Sheikh Abdullah were significant, 
took a particularly personal interest in 
the issue. This distinction is essential 
to understanding the historical record.

Patel’s engagement with Kashmir 
had begun even before independence. 
In 1946, when Nehru planned to visit 
Kashmir in support of  Sheikh Abdul-
lah, who had been imprisoned by the 
Maharaja’s government, Patel was 
involved in correspondence concern-
ing the political situation. His commu-
nications reveal that he was attentive 
both to the Maharaja’s position and to 
the need for a political settlement. He 
did not consider the Kashmir question 
merely a matter of  dynastic allegiance; 
he understood its implications for the 
emerging Indian Union.

The decisive crisis came in October 
1947. On October 22, tribal forces from 
Pakistan’s North-West Frontier region 
invaded Kashmir. The invasion brought 
widespread violence and threatened 
Srinagar. The Maharaja’s administra-
tion was unable to contain the advanc-
ing forces and urgently sought Indian 
military assistance. On October 26, 
Maharaja Hari Singh signed the Instru-
ment of  Accession to India, which 
was accepted by Governor-General 
Lord Mountbatten on October 27. The 
accession provided the constitutional 
basis for India’s military intervention. 
Patel was among the principal leaders 
involved in the emergency response. 
The decision to send Indian troops to 
Kashmir was taken by the government 
after the accession. Indian forces were 
airlifted to Srinagar on October 27, 
preventing the immediate capture of  
the capital. The defence of  Srinagar 
became a defining moment in the early 

history of  independent India. Patel’s 
commitment to protecting the state’s 
accession was consistent with his 
larger objective of  preserving the ter-
ritorial integrity of  the Union.

The historical significance of  Patel’s 
position becomes clearer when Kash-
mir is compared with Junagadh and 
Hyderabad. In Junagadh, a Muslim 
ruler had announced accession to Paki-
stan despite the state’s predominantly 
Hindu population and geographical 
location within India. In Hyderabad, 
the Nizam resisted accession while 
political violence and the activities 
of  the Razakars intensified the crisis. 
Patel approached these situations 
through a combination of  negotiation 
and firmness. His public statements in 
November 1947 linked the question of  
Kashmir with the larger principle of  
resolving disputes over princely-state 
accession through democratic consid-
erations. However, the idea that Patel 
was prepared to exchange Kashmir for 
Junagadh or Hyderabad should not be 
treated as an established formal agree-
ment. The historical record is more 
complicated than popular political 
retellings sometimes suggest.

The relationship between Patel and 
Sheikh Abdullah was equally important. 
Nehru regarded Abdullah as a key rep-
resentative of  Kashmiri popular aspira-
tions and believed that his cooperation 
was indispensable to India's political 
legitimacy in the Valley. Patel, though 
more closely associated with the Maha-
raja's negotiations and the integration 
of  princely states, increasingly recog-
nised that the accession could not be 
sustained through the ruler's signature 
alone. Public support and administra-
tive stability were also essential. Nehru's 
letter to Patel dated September 27, 1947, 
is particularly revealing. It discussed 
the deteriorating security situation, the 
importance of  releasing Sheikh Abdul-

lah and the urgency of  securing acces-
sion before winter isolated the state. The 
correspondence demonstrates that the 
two leaders were communicating about 
the danger well before the invasion.

Patel's contribution did not end with 
the military crisis of  October 1947. He 
remained involved in the political and 
constitutional discussions concerning 
Jammu and Kashmir. The negotia-
tions that eventually led to Article 370 
were conducted principally through 
N. Gopalaswami Ayyangar and Sheikh 
Abdullah's representatives, with Nehru 
closely involved. Patel's role was sig-
nificant. The first important meetings 
took place at his residence in May 1949, 
with Nehru present. When disagree-
ments arose over the proposed con-
stitutional arrangement, Patel helped 
secure the support of  the Congress 
leadership for the compromise. His 
correspondence and the subsequent 
political developments show that he 
was not simply an observer of  Kash-
mir's constitutional future. Article 
370, as originally framed, reflected 
the exceptional circumstances under 
which Jammu and Kashmir had 
acceded to India. The Instrument of  
Accession covered defence, external 
affairs and communications, while the 
extension of  other constitutional provi-
sions involved further consultation and 
concurrence under the constitutional 
arrangement. Patel's participation 
in the negotiations indicates that he 
was prepared to accept a special con-
stitutional framework as part of  the 
political realities of  the time. This is an 
important historical point because con-
temporary debates sometimes portray 
him as categorically opposed to any 
special arrangement for Kashmir. The 
documentary record does not support 
such a simplistic interpretation.

There were, nevertheless, differences 
between Patel and Nehru over the han-

dling of  Kashmir. Patel was reportedly 
critical of  the decision to refer the dis-
pute to the United Nations, the offer of  
a plebiscite and the ceasefire arrange-
ments that left part of  the former prince-
ly state under Pakistani control. His 
preference for a more decisive approach 
is frequently discussed by historians. Yet 
the assertion that Patel would certainly 
have resolved the Kashmir question dif-
ferently had he been Prime Minister 
remains a counterfactual proposition, 
not an established historical fact. The 
complexities of  international diplomacy, 
military logistics and the political situ-
ation within Kashmir would have con-
fronted any Indian government.

Another important dimension of  
Patel's Kashmir policy was his under-
standing that national integration must 
be accompanied by economic and admin-
istrative development. In November 
1947, his correspondence with Nehru 
reflected concern about the supply of  
essential commodities and the economic 
difficulties confronting Kashmir. Nehru 
acknowledged the importance of  Patel's 
observations and discussed arrange-
ments for supplying salt, sugar, kero-
sene and tea, as well as facilitating the 
movement of  Kashmiri produce. This 
exchange reveals that the Kashmir 
question was not merely about borders, 
armies and political sovereignty. It was 
also about the daily lives and economic 
security of  ordinary people.Patel died on 
December 15, 1950, before the Kashmir 
question could reach a lasting political 
settlement. The subsequent decades wit-
nessed wars, diplomatic confrontations, 
constitutional controversies, political 
alienation and repeated attempts at rec-
onciliation. The territorial division of  
the former princely state remained one 
of  the most enduring consequences of  
Partition.

Today, discussions about Patel and 
Kashmir often become entangled in 
political arguments about what might 
have happened under different leader-
ship. Such debates can be useful only 
when they remain grounded in histor-
ical documents rather than political 
mythology. Patel was neither an unin-
volved figure nor the sole architect 
of  every decision concerning Kash-
mir. He was a central member of  the 
leadership that secured the accession, 
organised the integration of  princely 
states and participated in the consti-
tutional negotiations that followed.

The most meaningful way to assess 
his relationship with Kashmir is to rec-
ognise the combination of  realism, firm-
ness and political flexibility that charac-
terised his approach. He understood that 
territorial unity was indispensable to the 
survival of  the Indian Union, but he also 
recognised the importance of  popular 
cooperation and administrative stabil-
ity. His engagement with the Kashmir 
question offers a lesson in the distinction 
between securing accession and building 
enduring political confidence.

Author is a International Tagore 
Awardee. He can be mailed at profratan-

bhattacharjee@gmail.com

The Future Of Coastal India Under The Shadow Of Cyclones
DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

A
s life-giving as the ocean 
is, its fury can be equally 
destructive. India's nearly 
7,500-kilometer coastline 
is crucial to the country's 

economy, trade, fisheries, and tour-
ism. However, these same coastal 
areas face the threat of  cyclones, 
storm surges, floods, and coastal ero-
sion every year. Cyclone Arnab has 
once again raised questions about 
coastal India's vulnerability and 
disaster management preparedness. 
The question is not only when and 
where a cyclone will strike, but also 
how strong our preparedness is to 
deal with it. In this era of  changing 
climate, we must now develop strate-
gies to mitigate damage in advance, 
rather than providing relief  after a 
disaster strikes.

The biggest challenge in deal-
ing with cyclones is predicting 
their changing nature and inten-
sity. Despite modern technology and 
improvements in weather forecasting, 
cyclones often become more power-
ful in a short period of  time, leaving 
authorities with little time to evacuate 
people and mobilize relief  supplies. 
Heavy rains, accompanied by strong 
winds, high sea waves, and flood-
ing rivers can wreak havoc. Climate 
change and rising sea temperatures 
have exacerbated this challenge.

Poor infrastructure in coastal 
areas is also a major problem. During 
cyclones, power poles collapse, roads 
become submerged, and communica-

tion services are disrupted. This ham-
pers relief  and rescue operations. In 
many coastal cities, unplanned con-
struction, poor drainage systems, 
and the expansion of  settlements in 
low-lying areas increase the risk. This 
makes it a major challenge to not only 
rescue people during a disaster but 
also to quickly restore essential ser-
vices like electricity, water, health, 
and transportation.

The India Meteorological Depart-
ment's early warning system has 
improved, but the challenge remains 
ensuring that warnings reach every-
one in a timely manner. Disseminat-
ing information to fishermen at sea, 
people living in remote villages and 
small islands is not easy. People often 
don't take warnings seriously or delay 
moving to safer locations due to fear 
of  abandoning their homes and live-

lihoods. Therefore, simply issuing 
warnings is not enough; it's also cru-
cial to educate people about the dan-
gers and how to avoid them.

Cyclones don't affect everyone equal-
ly. Poor families, women, children, the 
elderly, and the disabled are most affect-
ed. Families whose livelihoods depend 
on farming, fishing, or daily wage labor 
find it difficult to leave their homes and 
move to safety. They worry about their 
property, livestock, and jobs. Following 
a cyclone, fishing ceases, fields become 
inundated with saltwater, and small 
businesses come to a halt. This leaves 
affected families with long-term eco-
nomic hardship.

The weakening of  natural protec-
tive shields is also a matter of  concern. 
Deforestation of  mangrove forests, 
destruction of  wetlands, and increas-
ing construction on beaches increase 

the risk of  cyclones. Mangrove forests 
play a vital role in reducing the force 
of  sea waves and protecting coastal 
areas. Despite this, natural resources 
are being damaged in the name of  
development. Development in coastal 
areas is necessary, but development 
at the expense of  the environment can 
become a major threat for the future.

To address these challenges, the 
first step is to strengthen the early 
warning system. Along with enhanc-
ing the technical capabilities of  the 
Meteorological Department, it is 
essential to expand satellites, Dop-
pler radar, and marine monitoring 
systems. Warnings should not be 
limited to mobile messages. Informa-
tion should also be disseminated to 
the public through sirens, community 
radio, local administration, and pan-
chayats. Warnings should be in the 
local language and clearly state what 
to do and where to go.

Additionally, robust infrastructure 
must be developed in coastal areas. 
There is a need to increase the number 
of  cyclone shelters, establish safe 
evacuation routes, and strengthen 
hospitals, power plants, and drinking 
water systems for disaster prepared-
ness. Special attention should be paid 
to the needs of  women, children, the 
elderly, and the disabled in shelters. 
Regular mock drills can help train 
people on the right steps to take 
during a disaster.

The participation of  local com-
munities is also essential in disaster 
management. Panchayats, NGOs, 
fishermen's associations, and youth 

should be involved in disaster man-
agement plans. Disaster awareness 
and first aid training should be pro-
vided in schools. Local people have 
better knowledge of  the risks in their 
areas. Therefore, their participation 
can make relief  and rescue operations 
more effective.

Damage can also be minimized 
by working in harmony with nature. 
Mangrove forests, wetlands, and 
coastal vegetation should be protect-
ed. Uncontrolled construction in sen-
sitive areas should be prohibited, and 
coastal regulation regulations should 
be strictly enforced. Furthermore, 
insurance, financial assistance, and 
livelihood rehabilitation are essen-
tial for fishermen, farmers, and small 
businesses, so they can recover after 
a disaster.

Cyclone Arnab has provided an 
opportunity to understand that while 
it's impossible to completely avoid 
natural disasters, their damage can 
certainly be mitigated through better 
preparedness. India has made signifi-
cant progress in weather forecasting 
and evacuation, but much remains 
to be done in coastal areas. The need 
now is not to limit ourselves to relief  
and rescue, but to create systems that 
can mitigate damage before a disaster 
strikes. After all, safe coasts are built 
not just by strong buildings, but by 
aware citizens, accountable adminis-
tration, and a protected environment.

(Dr. Priyanka Saurabh, PhD 
(Political Science), is a poet and 

social thinker.)
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Abrogation Of Art-370
the government’s fight against Naxalism, 

Shah said India has moved beyond the shadow 
of  Naxalism on March 31 this year and was 
now moving towards becoming a drug-free 
nation.

He said collective efforts are needed to pro-
tect the country’s youth from drugs and build 
a stronger and more prosperous India—(KNO)

Ruhullah's Exit
united and strong.
“If  Aga Sahib decides to leave, he will leave 

alone. Why would his departure affect the party? 
The organisation will remain united,” he said.

Rana said celebrations were being held across 
Jammu and Kashmir over the Cabinet expan-
sion and that he had not witnessed any resent-
ment within the party.

Addressing reports that 18 NC legislators 
had met amid alleged dissatisfaction over the 
Cabinet expansion, Rana questioned the basis 
of  such claims.

“Has any press note been issued by them? 
Has anyone received an official statement from 
their side? I do not think there is any concrete 
evidence to support such claims,” he said.

He added that meetings among party col-
leagues should not be interpreted as signs of  
discord.

“If  members of  an organisation meet or sit 
together, such gatherings should not be given a 
different colour to create unnecessary contro-
versy,” he said.

Reaffirming the party’s unity, Rana said the 
National Conference remained strong under the 
leadership of  Farooq Abdullah, while the gov-
ernment led by Chief Minister Omar Abdullah 
was functioning firmly.

“The National Conference is strong, the gov-
ernment under Omar Abdullah is strong, and 
the party organisation under Dr Farooq Abdul-
lah stands united like a rock,” he said.

Rana said those anticipating divisions within 
the party would be disappointed, maintaining 
that the NC continued to remain firmly united.

On the Cabinet expansion, he acknowledged 
that some legislators who were not inducted 
into the Council of  Ministers might feel disap-
pointed.

“Every MLA wants to become a minister, but 
the available positions are limited. Naturally, 
there may be disappointment among those who 
could not become ministers,” he said.

Expressing optimism about the restoration 
of  Jammu and Kashmir’s statehood, Rana said 
he hoped the process would be completed soon, 
allowing for the induction of  more ministers.

“Insha'Allah, statehood will be restored very 
soon and more ministers will also be appoint-
ed,” he added—(KNO)

J&K Has Emerged
momentum of  progress,” he stated.
The Lieutenant Governor said that terror, 

separatism and stone-pelting have given way 
to democracy, development and public partici-
pation after Article 370 was removed.

“We did not buy peace, we established peace. 
Zero-tolerance policy crippled terror net-
works and restored normal life across Jammu 
Kashmir. Since 2020, more than 780 terrorists 
eliminated, local recruitment ended, stone-
pelting erased. Now Jammu Kashmir is wit-
nessing a historic security transformation.

Strong action against Narco-Terrorism con-
tinues. We have arrested thousands of  drug 
smugglers and drug peddlers this year. Their 
illicit assets have been attached and drug-
funded mansions were demolished. Conflict 
Entrepreneurs who profited from separat-
ism and terrorism stand exposed. People of  
Jammu Kashmir have embraced peace, prog-
ress and national integration,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor emphasized that 
unity is sustained through justice and public 
trust. He called upon all institutions and citi-
zens to work together for good governance, 
compassion and inclusive development.

“Public trust must be won not merely by 
promises, but by deeds. Justice and account-
ability are the strongest foundations of  unity,” 
he said.

Highlighting the importance of  extending 
the benefits of  development to all sections of  
society, the Lieutenant Governor observed 
that the true measure of  transformation lies 
in the lives of  those who were deprived of  
opportunities for decades. He underlined the 
need to ensure that growth remains inclu-
sive and reaches every household, village and 
community.

The Lieutenant Governor also spoke about 
the changing aspirations of  the younger gen-
eration in Jammu Kashmir. He noted that 
children and youth are growing up in an envi-
ronment focused on education, opportunity 
and progress, enabling them to contribute 
meaningfully to nation-building.

The Lieutenant Governor stressed the 
importance of  peace for economic growth 
and social progress. He said that a stable and 
peaceful environment benefits every section 
of  society, including farmers, entrepreneurs, 
traders, students and workers. He expressed 
satisfaction that the people of  Jammu Kash-
mir are increasingly participating in devel-
opmental initiatives and contributing to the 
region’s growth story.

The Lieutenant Governor also outlined 
key priorities for the coming years, includ-
ing employment generation, youth empower-

ment, strengthening agriculture and allied 
sectors, healthcare, education, environmental 
sustainability, tourism development, women’s 
empowerment and transparent governance.

He stressed the need to equip youth with 
skills relevant to the changing global econo-
my and encouraged greater participation in 
entrepreneurship, innovation and sports. He 
also called for sustained efforts to strengthen 
agriculture through modern technologies, 
climate-resilient practices and value addition.

The Lieutenant Governor emphasized that 
access to quality health services is essential 
for building a healthy and prosperous society 
and urged continued efforts to ensure that no 
citizen is left behind.

The Lieutenant Governor also appealed to 
citizens to embrace harmony, respect diversi-
ty and actively participate in the development 
of  Jammu Kashmir. He said that the safe and 
dignified return of  displaced communities 
and the strengthening of  social trust require 
collective commitment and cooperation.

The Lieutenant Governor also shared his 
vision for the brighter future of  Jammu Kash-
mir.

“My dream is that by 2047, Jammu Kashmir 
should emerge as a model of  prosperity with 
a modern economy, world-class healthcare, 
excellent education and a vibrant cultural 
heritage.”

Calling upon the people to work together 
for a brighter future, the Lieutenant Governor 
said, “Let us build a Jammu Kashmir where 
there is trust instead of  fear, opportunity 
instead of  scarcity, justice instead of  injus-
tice, and where every young person and every 
woman finds wings for their dreams.”

Earlier, the Lieutenant Governor admin-
istered the ‘Unity Pledge’ and flagged off  the 
‘Run for Unity’ to mark the ‘Rashtriya Ekta 
Diwas’.

A Documentary film by the Information 
Department on J&K’s transformational jour-
ney was also screened.

Chairperson, J&K Waqf  Board, Dr Syed 
Darakhshan Andrabi; Chief  Secretary, Shri 
Atal Dulloo; DGP, Shri Nalin Prabhat; Addi-
tional Chief  Secretary Home Department, 
Shri Chandraker Bharti; Principal Secretary 
to Lieutenant Governor, Shri Govind Jaisw-
al; IGP Kashmir, Shri Sujit Singh; Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir, Shri Anshul Garg; 
senior officials of  Police, Security Forces and 
Civil Administration; prominent citizens, 
heads of  various educational institutions, 
members of  civil society and youth in large 
number attended the J&K UT Foundation Day.

J&K’s 8-Year
enthusiasm across the country and the 

occasion is also being observed across all dis-
tricts of  Jammu and Kashmir.”

“Today is the eighth Foundation Day of  the 
Union Territory of  Jammu and Kashmir. The 
journey over the past eight years has been 
marked by development, peace and progress,” 
he said.

Students, youth, officials and partakers 
from various institutions took part in the run, 
which commenced from SKICC and concluded 
at the Botanical Garden in Srinagar.

The Lieutenant Governor also extended his 
greetings to the people of  Jammu and Kash-
mir on the occasion of  the UT Foundation Day. 
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas is observed on October 
31 every year to commemorate the birth anni-
versary of  Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and his 
contribution to national integration—(KNO)

Dry Weather Likely
the Automatic Weather Stations (AWS) in 

the Valley.
In Jammu region, Jammu city recorded a 

minimum temperature of  15.8 degrees Cel-
sius, while Katra registered 13.9 degrees Cel-
sius, Kathua 14.5 degrees Celsius and Bhad-
erwah 5.4 degrees Celsius.

The weather remained largely dry across 
Jammu and Kashmir during the past 24 hours, 
with Reasi recording the highest rainfall of  0.5 
mm, the department said.

Meanwhile, the Meteorological Centre Sri-
nagar said the weather would remain partly 
cloudy on November 1 and 2, with brief  spells 
of  rain likely at isolated places towards the 
evening.

The department said weather would remain 
generally dry on November 3 and 4, while iso-
lated places could receive brief  spells of  light 
rain or light snowfall over higher reaches on 
the evening of  November 5 and November 6.

Dry weather is expected to continue from 
November 7 to 9, with no significant weather 
activity forecast during the period.

The department has advised farmers to 
continue harvesting and other agricultural 
operations—(KNO)

NC MLAs' Memorandum
implementation of  the party's election 

manifesto and sought an intensified political 
struggle for the restoration of  Jammu and 
Kashmir's statehood and Article 370.

The memorandum also seeks the removal 
of  Adviser to the Chief  Minister Nasir Aslam 
Wani and ministers who have completed two 
years in office. Besides, the legislators have 
demanded a comprehensive restructuring of  
the Cabinet.

The demands come amid continuing discon-

tent within a section of  the ruling party over 
the recent cabinet reshuffle and expansion.

At a meeting chaired by Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah at Dachigam on June 3, sev-
eral legislators had questioned the function-
ing of  Deputy Chief  Minister Surinder Choud-
hary and ministers Javid Rana and Satish 
Sharma. While Satish Sharma was dropped in 
the recent cabinet reshuffle, Javid Rana's role 
was curtailed after several key portfolios were 
taken away from him. However, the deputy 
Chief  minister retained the Roads & Buildings 
and Industries & Commerce departments.

Sources disclosed that the memorandum 
has been submitted to the party leadership—
(KNO)

Omar, Nidhi Announce
an end to a matrimonial dispute that had 

been pending for years.
Omar and Payal Abdullah married in Sep-

tember 1994 and have two sons. The couple 
had been living separately since 2009.

Abdullah had initially sought a divorce on 
grounds of  cruelty and desertion. A family 
court rejected his plea in 2016, holding that 
he had failed to establish the grounds alleged. 
The Delhi High Court upheld that decision in 
December 2023.

The Supreme Court subsequently dissolved 
the marriage after being informed that the 
couple had reached a settlement and jointly 
sought dissolution under Article 142 of  the 
Constitution. Both sides also agreed to with-
draw pending cases against each other.

Razdan, a prominent television journalist 
and former NDTV anchor, was previously 
married to journalist and writer Neelesh 
Misra. The couple married in 2005 and 
divorced in 2007, according to published bio-
graphical accounts.

The social media announcement by Abdul-
lah and Razdan brings an end to speculation 
that had circulated for months about their 
relationship.

Kashmir’s Cold
This resulted in losses for growers as well 

as operators. We are therefore insisting on 
properly graded and sorted apples," he said.

Another operator said cold storage can pre-
serve good-quality apples but cannot improve 
fruit that is already damaged. "Growers need 
to ensure proper sorting, grading and packing 
before bringing their produce to the facilities," 
he said.

Growers said the rush for storage space was 
also linked to difficulties faced last season, 
when a large volume of  fruit reached the mar-
kets within a short period and transportation 
disruptions added to the uncertainty.

An orchardist from Pulwama said access 
to storage facilities had become increasing-
ly important as apple cultivation remains 
a major source of  livelihood for thousands 
of  families. "Apple cultivation involves sub-
stantial expenditure on fertilisers, pesticides, 
labour and transportation. After investing so 
much, growers naturally want a reasonable 
price. Cold storage gives us an opportunity to 
hold back some of  the crop," he said.

Growers also pointed out that storing 
apples involves additional expenses, including 
storage charges, packaging and transporta-
tion, making it important for market prices 
to improve sufficiently to cover these costs. 
They said while cold storage can reduce the 
pressure to sell immediately after harvest-
ing, it is not a guaranteed means of  securing 
higher prices.

Growers said the increasing demand for 
cold storage highlighted the need to strength-
en post-harvest infrastructure in Kashmir, 
calling for expansion of  storage facilities, 
improved transportation connectivity and 
better market arrangements to help orchard-
ists secure remunerative prices. (KNO)

No Rebellion In
Mir dismissed varying claims on social 

media about the number of  legislators who 
attended the meeting, saying the figures being 
circulated were speculative and there was “no 
truth” to reports of  a revolt.

“Nobody spoke against the party organisa-
tion or the government,” he said.

He said legislators had every right to dis-
cuss issues within the party and that any con-
cerns would be addressed through internal 
mechanisms.

“The National Conference is a disciplined 
organisation, and whatever concerns exist 
will be resolved internally,” he said.

On reports of  dissatisfaction over the Cabi-
net expansion, Mir said differences of  opinion 
were natural in a democratic organisation 
and should not be seen as a threat to party 
unity.

“Everyone has expectations, but that does 
not mean the family breaks apart. Our leg-
islators remain important members of  the 
National Conference,” he said.

He also rejected reports that MLAs were 
planning to pass a resolution against party 
decisions, describing such claims as specula-
tion.

“There is no rift, no fighting and no dis-
pute within the National Conference. Internal 
democracy allows everyone to express their 
views, but portraying such discussions as a 
revolt is completely wrong,” he said.

Clarifying the controversy over the post of  
National Conference General Secretary, Mir 
said Ali Mohammad Sagar’s continuation in 
the role was a temporary arrangement neces-
sitated by local body elections in Kargil.

He said party president Farooq Abdul-
lah had earlier nominated Mubarak Gul as 
General Secretary, but Gul sought time to 
consult party workers. With local body elec-
tions announced in Kargil, the party required 
an authorised signatory for Forms A and B, 
prompting the leadership to allow Sagar to 
continue until further orders.

“The decision was taken solely to ensure 
that nomination-related documents could be 
issued without delay,” Mir said.

He added that the arrangement should not 
be linked to reports of  internal differences 
within the party.

Mir also said the National Conference had 
reached an understanding with the Islamic 
School of  Kargil for the upcoming local body 
elections and would contest all 17 seats under 
the NC banner.

On questions over the authenticity of  
Farooq Abdullah’s signature on the order, Mir 
said the directive had been issued by the party 
president and transmitted electronically.

“There should be no doubt about its authen-
ticity,” he said.

Commenting on the Cabinet expan-
sion and restoration of  statehood, Mir said 
Chief  Minister Omar Abdullah was working 
within existing constitutional limitations and 
expressed hope that restoration of  statehood 
would create scope for accommodating more 
legislators in the government—(KNO)

After Farooq Abdullah’s
Kashmir, especially of  the Kashmir Valley, 

have now recognised the faces of  such people.”
Pertinently, on October 24 Dr Farooq, 

while addressing an NC workers’ convention 
in Baramulla, credited Pakistan’s repeated 
efforts to raise the Kashmir issue at inter-
national forums with keeping it alive. “Our 
neighbour is constantly after them. He goes 
everywhere saying that the Kashmir issue 
has not been resolved. He is protecting us; 
otherwise, their intentions are not good,” Dr 
Farooq had said.

He had also stated the people of  Jammu 
and Kashmir have never denied their Indian 
identity and have repeatedly affirmed their 
accession to India—(KNO)
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR (UT)

     OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OFFICER
POSHAN PROJECT (ICDS)  URI

Subject: Provisional Selection List of Sahayika (Anganwadi Helper) of Poshan Project Uri.

(P U B L I C   N O T I C E)
Whereas, this office advertised 22 vacant posts of Sahayikas (Anganwadi Helpers) vide this office Advertisement  Notice No:-06 

CDPO-URI of 2026, Dated:-01-01-2026,Published  in Daily Newspaper Kashmir Observer,Aftab, Iqbal-e-Kashmir & Pukaar on 03-01-
2026 & advertisement Notice No. CDPO/POSHAN/Adv/2026/215-231, dated 29-06-2026, published in the daily newspapers Inside 
Kashmir and Srinagar Observer on 30-06-2026.

Subsequently, Extension Notice No:-CDPO/POSHAN/Adv/2025-26/838-853, dated:-19-01-2026 published in daily news paper 
Kashmir Vision,Asian Mail & Seerate Kashmir Weekly  on  20-01-2026 &  Extension Notice No:-CDPO/POSHAN/Adv/2025-26/905-
920, dated:-09-02-2026 published in daily news paper  Kashmir Monitor, Morning Times &  Wadi Kashmir on 12-02-2026 (Salamabad 
Dachna Kanchan) and  an extension of 10 days was granted vide this office Extension Notice No. CDPO/U/Adv/2026-27/246-262, 
dated 16-07-2026, which was published in the daily newspapers Kashmir Horizon and Srinagar Times on 18-07-2026. Thereafter, a 
further extension of 10 days was granted vide this office Extension Notice No. CDPO/U/Adv/ 2026-27/263-279,dated:-28-07-2026, 
which was published in the daily newspapers Kashmir Images and Srinagar News on 30-07-2026. All three notices were also published 
on the District/Departmental website for wider publicity.

In response to the aforesaid advertisement and extension notices, 48 application forms were received for the posts of Sahayikas 
(AWHs) within the stipulated time period.

Accordingly, the merit list of applicants has been prepared in accordance with the criteria laid down under Government Order No. 
222-JK(SWD) of 2022, dated 30-11-2023, and Government Order No. 103-JK(SWD) of 2023, dated 28-04-2023.

The Provisional Selection List, enclosed as Annexure-I, has been prepared on the basis of merit and comprises one candidate 
provisionally selected as Sahayika (AWH) against the Anganwadi Centre mentioned therein. The General Merit List of all applicants is 
enclosed as Annexure-II.

The Provisional Selection List, along with the General Merit List, is hereby published for the information of the general public and for 
inviting appeals/objections, if any, from aggrieved candidates or other concerned persons.

Any appeal/objection against the aforesaid Provisional Selection List or General Merit List shall be submitted to the Office of the 
Child Development Project Officer, Poshan Project (ICDS), Uri, Lagama, near Toll Post, against a proper receipt, within ten (10) days from 
the date of publication of this notice, up to 4:00 PM.

No appeal or objection shall be entertained after the expiry of the stipulated period.
Annexure-I

Provisional Selection list for the post of Sahayika (Anganwadi Helper) 

S.  
No

Index/ 
form 
no.

Name of 
Candidate Parentage, W/o Residence 

(Panchayat)
Ward 

No. D.O.B. Marital 
Status

Qualifica-
tion

Marks in 10th/8th 
Class

%age Weightage

Whether 
any rela-
tion with 

retired 
AWW or 

AWH

Addi-
tional 
02 % 

points

Total 
MeritMarks 

Obtained
Max. 

Marks

1 28 Nazia Bano D/O sharafat 
Ahmad Mir Sultandaki 08 02-02-2007 Un-Married Matriculate 326 500 65.20 65.20 No 0.00 65.20

2 06 Termeena 
Bano

W/O Syed Bilal 
Gillani

Dachi 
Basgran 01 11-03-2002 Married Matriculate 309 500 61.80 61.80 No 0.00 61.80

3 12 Sahila Safeer W/O Sajad Ahmad UROOSA 04 05-03-1997 Married Matriculate 225 500 45.00 45.00 No 0.00 45.00

4 35 Khaneefa 
Bano W/O Ishtaiq Ahmad Jabla 08 14/02/2005 Married Matriculate 202 500 40.40 40.40 Yes 0.80 41.20

5 35 Safiena Banoo W/O Ishfaq Ahmad   Dardkote 06 18/02/2001 Married Matriculate 193 500 38.60 38.60  No 0.00 38.60

6 30 Syeda Nasreen 
Fatema W/O Ajeeb Shah Nadian 

Kamalkote 09 12-03-1990 Married Matriculate 181 500 36.20 36.20 No 0 36.20

7 38 Nazia Bano W/O Mohd Aslam  Isham 01 20/12/1996 Married Middle 265 600 44.17 44.17 No 0 44.17

8 18 Aadila 
Nayeem W/O Faizan Ahmad Garkote-A 01 20/10/1997 Married Matriculate 303 500 60.60 60.60 Yes 1.21 61.81

9 14 Nasreena Gull W/O  Mukhtar 
Ahmad Garkote-A 06 15/07/1996 Married Matriculate 280 500 56.00 56.00 No 0 56.00

10 21 Yasmeena 
Bano

W/O Mohammad 
Rafi CHURRANDA 07 10-01-2004 Married Matriculate 243 500 48.60 48.60 No 0.00 48.60

11 24 Rozeena 
Younis

W/O Irfan Ahmad 
Sheikh Nambla-A 03 27/02/1997 Married Matriculate 219 500 43.80 43.80 No 0 43.80

12 16 Tabasum Bano W/O Aashiq Ahmad Mohura 05 01-05-1998 Married Matriculate 201 500 40.20 40.20 yes 0.80 41.00

13 09 Maimoona 
Mughal

W/O  Mohammad 
Rafi Gojar Chachi Garkote-B 02 10-04-1990 Married Matriculate 186 500 37.20 37.20 No 0 37.20

14 34 Nasreen Bano D/O Showkat 
Hussain Choolan 06 01-03-2003 Un-Married Matriculate 309 500 61.80 61.80 No 0.00 61.80

15 39 Khameeda 
Bano

W/O Mohammad 
Jameel Choolan 06 03-03-1992 Married Middle 142 300 47.33 47.33 Yes 0.94 48.27

16 42 Ishrat Begum W/O Ikhlaq Mir Daragut-
liyan 02 01-08-1993 Married Matriculate 192 500 38.40 38.40 No 0.00 38.40

17 41 Shanaza Bano D/O Abdul Hamid 
Bakerwal Zehanpora 09 02-01-2001 Un-Married Middle 96 180 53.33 53.33 No 0.00 53.33

18 27 Ruhana Khalid D/O  Mohammad 
Khalid  Khan  Lachipora-B 09 10-01-2007 Un-Married Matriculate 238 500 47.60 47.60  No 0.00 47.60

19 45 Masrat Bano W/O Parvaiz 
Ahmad Khoja Bugna 06 18/03/2003 Married Middle 210 300 70.00 70.00  No 0.00 70.00

20 05 Nazmeena 
Bano

W/O Shakeel 
Ahmed Khan

Salamabad 
Dachna-B 08 04-01-1993 Married Matriculate 197 500 39.40 39.40  No 0.00 39.40

Annexure-II
General Merit List of candidates who have applied for the post of Sahayikas (Anganwadi Helpers) 

S.No
Index/ 
form 
no.

Name of 
Candidate Parentage, W/o

Residence 
(Panchayat 

Halqa)

Ward 
No. D.O.B. Marital 

Status Qualification

Marks in 10th/ 8th  
Class

%age Weight-
age

Whether any 
relation with 
retired AWW 

or AWH

Addition-
al 02 % 
points

Total 
MeritMarks 

Obtained
Max. 

Marks
1 38 Nazia Bano W/O Mohd Aslam  Isham 01 20-12-1996 Married Middle 265 600 44.17 44.17 No 0 44.17
2 35 Safiena Banoo W/O Ishfaq Ahmad   Dardkote 06 18/02/2001 Married Matriculate 193 500 38.60 38.60  No 0.00 38.60
3 36 Sumeera Akhtar D/O Irshad Ahmad  Dardkote 06 12-12-2006 Un-Married Matriculate 329 500 65.80 65.80 No 0 65.80

4 30 Syeda Nasreen 
Fatema W/O Ajeeb Shah Nadian 

Kamalkote 09 12-03-1990 Married Matriculate 181 500 36.20 36.20 No 0 36.20

5 06 Termeena Bano W/O Syed Bilal Gillani Dachi 
Basgran 01 11-03-2002 Married Matriculate 309 500 61.80 61.80 No 0.00 61.80

6  33 Shagufta Bano D/O Abdul Aziz Hajam Dachi 
Basgran 01 20/01/2005 Un-Married Matriculate 260 500 52.00 52.00 No 0 52.00

7 28 Nazia Bano D/O sharafat Ahmad 
Mir Sultandaki 08 02-02-2007 Un-Married Matriculate 326 500 65.20 65.20 No 0.00 65.20

8 25 Rafeeda Bano D/O Mohd Shafi Mir Sultandaki 08 10-01-2004 Un-Married Matriculate 218 500 43.60 43.60 No 0 43.60
9 11 Musrat Bano D/O Aftab Ahmad Mir Sultandaki 08 03-12-2003 Un-Married Matriculate 212 500 42.40 42.40 No 0 42.40

10 12 Sahila Safeer W/O Sajad Ahmad UROOSA 04 05-03-1997 Married Matriculate 225 500 45.00 45.00 No 0.00 45.00
11 31 Nighat Yaqoob W/O Mohd Shahid UROOSA 04 01-04-1996 Married Matriculate 204 500 40.80 40.80 No 0 40.80
12 20 Nargis Bano W/O Shafaqat Ahmad UROOSA 04 03-11-1989 Married Matriculate 190 500 38.00 38.00 No 0 38.00

13 22 Shaheen 
Muzaffar W/O Mohd Maqbool UROOSA 04 10-01-1991 Married Matriculate 181 500 36.20 36.20 No 0 36.20

14 35 Khaneefa Bano W/O Ishtaiq Ahmad Jabla 08 14/02/2005 Married Matriculate 202 500 40.40 40.40 Yes 0.80 41.20
15 36 Asiya Jabeen D/O  Rakhmat Din Jabla 08 16/04/2002 Un-Married Matriculate 175 500 35.00 35.00 No 0 35.00
16 21 Yasmeena Bano W/O Mohammad Rafi CHURRANDA 07 10-01-2004 Married Matriculate 243 500 48.60 48.60 No 0.00 48.60

17 04 Yasmeena Bano D/O Ghulam 
Mohammad CHURRANDA 07 05-05-2005 Un-Married Matriculate 224 500 44.80 44.80 No 0 44.80

18 24 Rozeena Younis W/O Irfan Ahmad 
Sheikh Nambla-A 03 27/02/1997 Married Matric 219 500 43.80 43.80 No 0 43.80

19 18 Aadila Nayeem W/O Faizan Ahmad Garkote-A 01 20/10/1997 Married Matriculate 303 500 60.60 60.60 Yes 1.21 61.81

20 26 Abida Hamid W/O  Abdul Hamid Kh 
Ganayi Garkote-A 01 11-03-2000 Un-Married Matriculate 239 500 47.80 47.80 No 0 47.80

21 32 Shabeena Bano D/O Abdul Majeed 
Bhat Garkote-A 01 25/05/2005 Un-Married Matriculate 341 500 68.20 68.20 No 0 68.20

22 09 Maimoona 
Mughal

W/O  Mohammad 
Rafi Gojar Chachi Garkote-B 02 10-04-1990 Married Matriculate 186 500 37.20 37.20 No 0 37.20

23 19 Shazia Bano W/O Sajad Ahmad 
Chachi Garkote-B 02 01-11-1997 Married Matriculate 174 500 34.80 34.80 No 0 34.80

24 17 Insha Sharief Mohammad Sharief 
chachi Garkote-B 02 05-11-2006 Un-Married Matriculate 271 500 54.20 54.20 No 0 54.20

25 14 Nasreena Gull W/O  Mukhtar Ahmad Garkote-A 06 15/07/1996 Married Matriculate 280 500 56.00 56.00 No 0 56.00

26 15 Nusrat Jabeen W/O Shafiq Ahmad 
Ganie Garkote-A 06 10-12-1994 Married Matriculate 249 500 49.80 49.80 No 0.00 49.80

27 03 Naseema Bano W/O Ghulam Hassan 
Ganie Garkote-A 06 03-03-1993 Married Matriculate 211 500 42.20 42.20 No 0 42.20

28 13 Yasmeena Bano D/O  Nazir Ahmad 
Ganie Garkote-A 06 25/05//1997 Un-Married Matriculate 173 500 34.60 34.60 Yes 0.69 35.29

29 02 Nageena Bano D/O  Abdul Latief 
Ganie Garkote-A 06 12-05-2002 Un-Married Matriculate 167 500 33.40 33.40 No 0 33.40

30 16 Tabasum Bano W/O Aashiq Ahmad Mohura 05 01-05-1998 Married Matriculate 201 500 40.20 40.20 yes 0.80 41.00

31 29 Rozi Begum W/O Fayaz Ahmad 
Sheikh Mohura 05 10-03-1997 Married Matriculate 193 500 38.60 38.60 No 0 38.60

32 10 Rehana Rafiq D/O Mohammad 
Rafiq Sheikh Mohura 05 01-01-2000 Un-Married Matriculate 216 500 43.20 43.20 No 0 43.20

33 34 Nasreen Bano D/O Showkat Hussain Choolan 06 01-03-2003 Un-Married Matriculate 309 500 61.80 61.80 No 0.00 61.80
34 37 Salma Bano D/O Mohd Rafi Choolan 06 05-11-2006 Un-Married Middle 379 600 63.17 63.17 No 0 63.17

35 39 Khameeda Bano W/O Mohammad 
Jameel Choolan 06 03-03-1992 Married Middle 142 300 47.33 47.33 Yes 0.94 48.27

36 43 Tahira Bano W/O Farooq Ahmad Choolan 06 20/05/2002 Married Middle 144 300 48.00 48.00 No 0 48.00
37 42 Ishrat Begum W/O Ikhlaq Mir Daragutliyan 02 01-08-1993 Married Matriculate 192 500 38.40 38.40 No 0.00 38.40

38 08 Fozia Mushtaq D/O Mushtaq Ahmad 
Awan Daragutliyan 02 15/11/2006 Un-Married Matriculate 350 500 70.00 70.00 No 0 70.00

39 41 Shanaza Bano D/O Abdul Hamid 
Bakerwal Zehanpora 09 02-01-2001 Un-Married Middle 96 180 53.33 53.33 No 0.00 53.33

40 27 Ruhana Khalid D/O  Mohammad 
Khalid  Khan  Lachipora-B 09 10-01-2007 Un-Married Matriculate 238 500 47.60 47.60  No 0.00 47.60

41 45 Masrat Bano W/O Parvaiz Ahmad 
Khoja Bugna 06 18/03/2003 Married Middle 210 300 70.00 70.00  No 0.00 70.00

42 40 Samina Bano W/O Mubashir 
Ahmad Khan Bugna 06 01-12-1998 Married Middle 140 300 46.67 46.67 No 0 46.67

43 05 Nazmeena Bano W/O Shakeel Ahmed 
Khan

Salamabad 
Dachna-B 08 04-01-1993 Married Matriculate 197 500 39.40 39.40  No 0.00 39.40

44 07 Abida Arif Khan W/O Mudasir Ahmad Salamabad 
Dachna-B 08 10-03-1997 Married Matriculate 176 500 35.20 35.20 No 0 35.20

45 10 Hadiya Hashim D/O Mohammad 
Hashim 

Salamabad 
Dachna-B 08 10-09-2004 Un-Married Matriculate 361 500 72.20 72.20 No 0 72.20

46 20 Gulshan Ara W/O Jahangir Ashraf Salamabad 
Dachna-B 08 01-01-1885 Married Matriculate 172 500 34.40 34.40 No 0 34.40

No: CDPO/U/Estt/2025-2026/410-426  Sd/-
Dated:-31/10/2026 (Member Secretary)
DIPK-7269-26  Child Development Project Officer
DT: 31/10/2026      Poshan Project Uri

CRPF Commemorates Rashtriya 
Ekta Diwas with Patriotic 
Fervour in Srinagar

Sahitya Akademi, Cultural Bodies Host Grand 
Symposium on Dr. Aziz Hajini in Srinagar

MY Bharat Anantnag organises Rashtriya Ekta Diwas 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 
in Srinagar celebrated Rash-
triya Ekta Diwas (National 
Unity Day) with great enthu-
siasm and patriotic fervour, 
commemorating the 151st 
birth anniversary of the Iron 
Man of India, Sardar Vallab-
hbhai Patel.

The commemorative 
events were held across 
key CRPF locations, includ-
ing the Group Center (GC) 
CRPF Srinagar, the Sher-i-
Kashmir International Con-
vention Centre (SKICC), and 
HQ Srinagar Sector. The 
day is observed annually 
to honour Sardar Patel, the 
first Deputy Prime Minister 
and Home Minister of inde-
pendent India, recognising 

his monumental role as the 
architect of India’s political 
unity who integrated over 
562 princely states into the 
Indian Union post-Indepen-
dence.

The programme at GC 
CRPF Srinagar was presided 
over by Rajesh Kumar, IPS, 
Special Director General 
(SDG), CRPF, J&K Zone. He 
was joined by  Pawan Kumar 
Sharma, Inspector General, 
CRPF Srinagar Sector, Vivek 
Bhandral, Deputy Inspector 

General, GC CRPF Srinagar, 
along with other senior offi-
cers and personnel of  the 
Force.

The occasion was marked 
by a series of activities aimed 
at promoting national unity, 
integrity, solidarity, and a 
sense of  collective respon-
sibility towards the nation. 
The event commenced with 
floral tributes paid to Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, followed 
by the administration of the 
National Unity Day Pledge, 

where all attendees reaf-
firmed their commitment 
to preserving the unity, 
integrity, and security of  
the nation.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Shri Rajesh Kumar 
highlighted the invaluable 
contribution of Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel in the politi-
cal integration of the coun-
try, emphasising his pivotal 
role in laying the foundation 
of a united and strong India. 
He urged all personnel to 
uphold the ideals of  unity 
in diversity, mutual respect, 
discipline, and national ser-
vice.

The CRPF stated that 
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas serves 
as a powerful reminder that 
the strength of India lies in 
its unity, diversity, and col-
lective resolve.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a resound-
ing tribute to a towering 
stalwart of  Kashmiri lan-
guage literature and cul-
ture, a grand symposium 
dedicated to the life and 
literary contributions of  
the late Dr. Aziz Hajini 
was held today at the Con-
ference Hall Tagore Hall 
Srinagar.

Jointly organized by 
the Sahitya Akademi New 
Delhi in collaboration with 
Halqa-i-Adab Sonawari 
and Wahab Cultural Soci-
ety Hajini, the prestigious 
literary gathering brought 
together prominent schol-
ars poets intellectuals and 
admirers from across the 
region to honor a vision-
ary leader who shaped 
modern Kashmiri letters. 
Notably, the event carried 
a deeply personal touch 
as it celebrated the endur-
ing legacy of  Dr. Aziz 
Hajini whose son noted 
broadcaster Azhar Hajini 
actively participated in the 
proceedings.

The day-long event com-
menced with an insightful 
inaugural session. The 
proceedings opened with 
a warm welcome address 
by Shakir Shafi President 
of  Halqa-i-Adab Sonawari. 
This was followed by a 
comprehensive keynote 
address delivered by Shad 
Ramzan Convener of  the 
Kashmiri Advisory Board.

 The inaugural ses-
sion was graced by Athar 
Aamir Khan (IAS) as the 
Chief  Guest who expressed 
immense pride in being 
present at the event and 
identifying as a proud 
fellow and admirer of  Dr. 
Aziz Hajini. Sharing his 
reflections he noted that 
having read Dr. Hajini's 
works the most unique 

and striking quality he 
observed in his poetry was 
an enduring sense of  hope 
and positivity.

The session also fea-
tured famous pulmonolo-
gist Dr. Naveed Nazir Shah 
as the Guest of  Honour. 
Delivering the presiden-
tial address Mohd Zaman 
Azurda General Council 
Member of  the Sahitya 
Akademi paid glowing 
tributes to Dr. Hajini 
emphasizing his lifelong 
dedication to securing an 
honorable status for the 
Kashmiri language and 
empowering its literary 
institutions. The inaugu-
ral session concluded with 
a formal vote of  thanks 
delivered by noted broad-
caster Azhar Hajini (son 
of  the legendary literary 
figure) and was smoothly 
anchored by Dr. Reyaz ul 
Hassan President of  the 
Wahab Cultural Society 
Hajini.

Speakers during the 
symposium deeply reflect-
ed on Dr. Aziz Hajini’s 
multidimensional perso-
na remembering him not 
only as an accomplished 
poet and perceptive critic 
but also as a fearless cul-
tural activist and dedicated 
administrator. Reminisc-
ing about his vast contribu-

tions speakers noted that 
Dr. Hajini worked tirelessly 
for the institutional growth 
of  Kashmiri literature and 
played a pivotal role in 
advocating for the inclu-
sion of  the mother tongue 
in formal educational cur-
ricula leaving an inspiring 
legacy for future genera-
tions.

The academic depth 
of  the event unfolded 
across subsequent the-
matic sessions. The first 
session was chaired by 
noted writer and his-
torian Farooq Fayaz 
and featured insight-
ful paper presentations 
by Aijaz Mohammad 
Sheikh Riyaz-ul-Hassan 
and Shakir Shafi. This 
session was anchored by 
Majeed Majazy Member 
of  the Advisory Board of  
Sahitya Akademi’s Kash-
miri Advisory Board.

The second session 
was chaired by Moham-
mad Amin Bhat President 
of  Adbi Markaz Kamraz 
and featured rich schol-
arly papers presented 
by Majeed Majazi, G.N. 
Shakir, Aadil Mohi-ud-
Din, Tariq Khawar,Nazeer 
Javeed, Mohid ud Din 
Poshpori, Saad ud Din Sadi 
and Nasir Mirza. The sub-
sequent third session was 

graced by Shafeeq Qureshi 
as the Guest of  Honour and 
the concluding proceedings 
of  the symposium were 
gracefully conducted by 
Sagar Sarfaraz a senior 
member of  the Wahab Cul-
tural Society Hajini.

The literary event wit-
nessed an overwhelm-
ing turnout of  esteemed 
members of  Halqa-i-Adab 
Sonawari and Wahab Cul-
tural Society Hajin along-
side other cultural lumi-
naries and guests including 
Hajini Gh Nabi Dar Zameer 
Ansari Sahil Dar, Saleem 
Yousf, Azhar Hashmi, 
Sarwar Hashmi, Yousf  Sha-
heen, Shabir Haqaq, Laila 
Rasool, Shamim Rashid, 
Altaf  Ahmed, Dr. Abdul 
Majeed Badrawahi Engi-
neer, Peerzada Hidayatul-
lah, Prof  Manzoor Ahmed 
Rather, Engineer Hoor 
e Yasrab, Prof. Naseem 
Shafai, Ashraf  Dildar, 
Mushtaq Ahmed Mushtaq, 
Prof. Neelofar Naaz, Kifay-
at Faheem Tariq Margoob 
and Shabnum Vijpari. The 
symposium concluded on a 
reflective note celebrating 
Dr. Hajini’s timeless con-
tributions and reaffirming 
the collective commitment 
to preserving and promot-
ing Kashmiri language and 
heritage.

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

ANANTNAG: Mera Yuva 
Bharat (MY Bharat) Anant-
nag, in collaboration with DCC 
Blues Youth Club, organised 
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas at Bijbe-
hara on Saturday to commem-
orate the birth anniversary 
of  Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
popularly known as the Iron 
Man of  India, whose vision 
and leadership played a pivotal 
role in the political integration 
of  the nation.The programme 
was graced by the Chairman 
of Oxford Presentation School, 
Bijbehara, as the Chief Guest. 
The event witnessed enthusi-
astic participation of  youth 
and students, reflecting their 
commitment towards promot-
ing national unity, integrity 

and communal harmony.
A series of  activities were 

organised to mark the occa-
sion, including a Painting 
Competition, where partici-
pants expressed their ideas on 
national unity and patriotism 
through creative artwork. A 
Unity Run was also organ-
ised to spread the message of  
togetherness, brotherhood and 
national integration among 

the youth.The programme 
further featured the adminis-
tration of  the Rashtriya Ekta 
Diwas Pledge, reaffirming 
the collective commitment of  
participants towards preserv-
ing the unity, integrity and 
security of  the nation. A floral 
tribute was paid to Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel in recogni-
tion of  his remarkable con-
tribution to nation-building. 

Speeches were also delivered 
highlighting the significance 
of  national unity, diversity, 
mutual respect and the role 
of  youth in strengthening the 
country's social fabric.

The programme aimed to 
instil the values of  patrio-
tism, discipline, national 
integration and collective 
responsibility among young 
people, while encouraging 
their active participation in 
nation-building initiatives.
Through such initiatives, 
MY Bharat Anantnag con-
tinues to provide a platform 
for youth engagement, lead-
ership development and 
community participation, 
fostering the spirit of  unity 
and the vision of  a strong and 
inclusive Viksit Bharat
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Show Timings
Sunday, 1  November st

INOX CINEMA 
SHIVPORA SRINAGAR

www.bookmyshow.com | www.inoxmovies.com 
Paytm, Inox App, or Directly from the booking counter at the cinema. 

TICKETS AT: 

DRISHYAM: THE CONCLUSION (UA 16+)
HINDI - 11:30 AM, 02:30 PM, 05:30 PM

MIRZAPUR: THE MOVIES (A) 
HINDI - 04:40 PM

UDTA TEER (UA 13+)
HINDI ATMOS - 12:30 PM, 03:20 PM, 06:10 PM

HINDI - 11:00 AM, 01:50 PM
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Harmer's six-for powers South 
Africa to series win over Australia, 
reclaim No. 1 Test ranking

India move up to fourth in WTC points 
table after Bangladesh's loss to West Indies

IFL 2026/27: Sreenidi face Rajasthan 

United; Dempo meet debutants Bengaluru 

United in double-header

Hong Kong Sixes: India lose to UAE and England, 
to play against Bangladesh for 11th place

Rabada scripts history, becomes fastest 

bowler to 350 Test wickets

'It was a big moment for me 

personally': Henderson on 

Chelsea home debut

IANS

CAPE TOWN: Simon 
Harmer produced a 
match-winning six-wicket 
haul while Kagiso Rabada 
claimed three scalps as 
South Africa bowled 
out Australia for a mere 
111 runs in their second 
innings to register a memo-
rable 176-run victory in the 
third and final Test of  the 
series at Newlands in Cape 
Town on Saturday.

With this win, South 
Africa clinched the three-
match series 2-1 and 
reclaimed the number one 
position in the ICC Test team 
rankings from Australia.

Chasing a challenging 
target of  288 to win the 
series decider, Australia 
were expected to put up 
a strong fight, especially 
after the pitch offered rel-
atively favourable batting 
conditions on the fourth 
day. However, the visitors' 
batting line-up collapsed 
under pressure as Rabada 
and Harmer dismantled 
their resistance.

Australia resumed on 
the final day, hoping to 

chase down the target or 
survive the remaining 90 
overs to secure a draw. 
However, Rabada struck 
early blows to leave the 
visitors struggling at 60/7 
at lunch, effectively putting 
South Africa in complete 
control of  the contest.

Rabada set the tone with 
a devastating opening spell, 
claiming three wickets for 
just 14 runs in five overs. 
He first dismissed Matthew 
Renshaw for a golden duck 
before trapping Marnus 
Labuschagne lbw for two. 
The pacer then removed 
Travis Head for 16, com-
pleting his 350 Test wickets 

in the process.
Josh Inglis, who had 

scored a century in Aus-
tralia's first innings, was 
run out for four following 
a misunderstanding with 
Cameron Green, adding to 
the visitors' troubles.

Harmer then took 
charge of  the proceedings, 
dismissing Alex Carey for 
6 after the Australian wick-
etkeeper attempted an ill-
judged reverse sweep. The 
spinner followed it up by 
removing Beau Webster for 
a duck, caught behind, as 
Australia continued to lose 
wickets.

Green and Nathan Lyon 

attempted to delay the 
inevitable with a fighting 
partnership after the visi-
tors had lost seven wickets 
in the first session. How-
ever, Harmer eventually 
broke their resistance by 
bowling Green for 27 off  
110 deliveries.

Australia captain Pat 
Cummins tried to extend 
the contest alongside Lyon, 
but Harmer ended his stay 
by trapping him lbw for 10 
in the 54th over. The off-
spinner then completed the 
victory in his next over by 
bowling Josh Hazlewood 
for a duck.

Har mer retur ned 
impressive figures of  6-16 
in 21.1 overs, while Rabada 
finished with three wickets 
as South Africa completed 
a comprehensive victory.

Earlier, South Africa's 
remarkable recovery with 
the bat had laid the foun-
dation for their victory. 
Resuming the fourth day 
at 140/4, the hosts rode on 
centuries from Ryan Rick-
elton and Wiaan Mulder 
to post 387 in their second 
innings and set Australia a 
target of  288 runs.

IANS

DHAKA: India gained a 
crucial place in the World 
Test Championship (WTC) 
points table after the West 
Indies defeated Bangladesh 
in the first Test match at 
the Sher-e-Bangla National 
Stadium near Dhaka on Sat-
urday.

The Windies chased 
down a meagre total of  170 
on Day 4 of  the Test as Bran-
don King made an unbeaten 
81, while No.4 Kavem Hodge 
also remained unscathed on 
31. They helped the visitors 
hunt down the target in only 
35.1 overs with eight wickets 
in hand.

After the result, Bangla-
desh slipped to No.5 in the 
WTC standings as India 
moved up from fifth to 
fourth. West Indies remain 
eighth but have closed in 
on the seventh-ranked Sri 
Lankan side.

Before the game, Bangla-
desh were fourth with a PCT 
of 55.56%, having won three 
of  their six matches with 
one drawn game. India were 
fifth with a PCT of  51.52%, 
having bagged five wins and 
two draws in 11 matches. 
The Windies chased down a 
meagre total of  170 on Day 

4 of  the Test as Brandon 
King made an unbeaten 81, 
while No.4 Kavem Hodge 
also remained unscathed on 
31. They helped the visitors 
hunt down the target in only 
35.1 overs with eight wickets 
in hand.

After the result, Bangla-
desh slipped to No.5 in the 
WTC standings as India 
moved up from fifth to 
fourth. West Indies remain 
eighth but have closed in 
on the seventh-ranked Sri 

Lankan side.
Before the game, Bangla-

desh were fourth with a PCT 
of 55.56%, having won three 
of  their six matches with 
one drawn game. India were 
fifth with a PCT of  51.52%, 
having bagged five wins and 
two draws in 11 matches in 
this WTC cycle. The Wind-
ies were eighth with a PCT 
of 20.83%.

However, the Windies' 
victory has changed the 
standings. Bangladesh's 

PCT has dropped to 47.62%, 
and they fell behind India. 
The West Indies now have 
a PCT of  26.92% as they 
moved closer to Sri Lanka's 
PCT of 33.33%.

Following the win, West 
Indies captain Roston Chase 
stated that the team wants 
to end the WTC cycle with 
a sixth or fifth place finish. 
"Yeah, well, we came here 
with a goal to win these 
two Test matches to go up 
in the rankings. We want to 
finish at least sixth or fifth 
in the table. And to do that, 
we need to win these two 
matches," Chase said after 
the win.

In the match, left-arm 
finger-spinner Jomel Warri-
can and Roston Chase ruled 
the roost in both innings. 
Bangladesh batted first and 
made 272, with opener Shad-
man Islam making 105. War-
rican picked up a five-wicket 
haul as he made life difficult 
for the Bangladesh players.

In reply, the Windies 
made 245 on the back of  
half-centuries from John 
Campbell and Tagenarine 
Chanderpaul and contribu-
tions from Justin Greaves 
(46) and Chase (43). Off-spin-
ner Nayeem Hasan picked 
up 4-33.

IANS

HONG KONG: India had 
a day to forget at the 2026 
Hong Kong Sixes on Sat-
urday - going down to the 
UAE in their final group 
game and then losing a 
Bowl semi-final to England 
by three runs. Krunal Pan-
dya’s side will now take on 
Bangladesh in the 11th-12th 
place playoff  on Sunday.

In the final Group C 
match, UAE’s Zahid Ali took 
three early wickets to reduce 
India to 14/3. Rahul Tripa-
thi (24) and Krunal (15 off  8 
balls) offered brief  resistance 
before T Natarajan smashed 
an unbeaten 38 off  14 balls, 
with three fours and four 
sixes, to lift India to 94/6.

In reply, UAE had a stroll 
in the park. Captain Khalid 
Shah (who hit an unbeat-
en 52 off  14 balls, with six 
sixes) and Ansh Tandon 
(not out on 39 off  12 balls) 
hammered 25 off  the first 
over and wrapped up the 
chase in 4.2 overs without 
losing a wicket. UAE moved 
into the Cup semi-finals, 
while the defeat relegated 
India to the Bowl phase of  
the competition.

The Bowl semi-final 
against England had its 
moments too. England 

made 124/2, with Martin 
Andersson smashing 51 off  
13 balls and Ed Barnard an 
unbeaten 35 off  14 deliver-
ies. Tripathi hit back with 
56 off  14 balls, including 
seven sixes, and Krunal 
chipped in with 28 off  7 
balls, but India fell three 
runs short to end up at 121.

South Africa won the 
other Bowl semi-final off  
the last ball against Ban-
gladesh. Habibur Rahman 
smashed 60 off  14 balls, 
including six consecutive 
sixes off  Blake Simpson in 
the fourth over that cost 36 
runs, as Bangladesh posted 
129/4. Jorich van Schalk-
wyk’s 50 off  13 balls kept the 
chase alive, while Ayabulela 
Gqamane hit four sixes in a 
row off  Abu Hider.

Van Schalkwyk closed 
the deal with three sixes 

and a four in the last over, 
as South Africa will meet 
England in the Bowl final. 
The Cup final, meanwhile, 
will be between Australia 
and Afghanistan. Austra-
lia beat UAE by 53 runs, 
with Max Bryant (60 off  
15 balls) and Nick Hobson 
(53 off  11 balls) doing the 
early damage, before Chris 
Green and Alex Ross took 
two wickets each.

Afghanistan then saw off  
Scotland by 21 runs, with 
captain Gulbadin Naib 
leading from the front with 
an unbeaten 51 off  16 balls 
For Scotland, Jack Jarvis 
made 54 off  17 balls. Earlier, 
Afghanistan had chased 121 
against Oman in 5.2 overs. 
Sediqullah Pacha struck 
an unbeaten 45 off  10 balls 
and Farmanullah Safi hit 
an unbeaten 37 off  11 balls.

IANS

CAPE TOWN: South Afri-
can fast bowler Kagiso 
Rabada scripted history 
during the second innings 
of  the third Test against 
Australia at Newlands 
here on Saturday by com-
pleting his 350 wickets in 
Test cricket on Day 5 of  the 
Cape Town Test, becom-
ing the quickest bowler 
to reach the milestone in 
terms of  balls taken.

The Proteas speedster 
achieved the feat when he 
got the prized wicket of  
Aussie star Travis Head 
in the 288-run defence in 
the series-deciding Test. 
He lured Head into a drive 
with a fuller ball outside off. 
The Aussie opener went for 
a drive and edged it behind 
for Marco Jansen to grab it 
in gully as the Proteas went 
up in celebration.

The scalp helped Rabada 
complete his 350th wicket 
in the format, and he is 
now the quickest bowler 
to get there in terms of  
balls taken. The Proteas 
speedster has taken 350 
Test wickets in 13808 balls, 
surpassing the previous 
fastest, Dale Steyn, who is 
his compatriot.

Fewest balls to 350 Test 

wickets:
13808 - Kagiso Rabada*
14719 - Dale Steyn
14905 - Waqar Younis
16285 - Malcolm Mar-

shall
16908 - Mitchell Starc
Meanwhile, Rabada 

achieved the feat in 75 Test 
matches, which is the joint 
fourth-fewest among fast 
bowlers, alongside West 
Indies legend Malcolm 
Marshall. The record is 
jointly held by Richard 
Hadlee and Steyn, both of  
whom achieved the feat in 
69 Tests.

Quickest fast bowler to 
350 Test wickets (among 
pacers):

69 - Richard Hadlee / 
Dale Steyn

70 - Dennis Lillee
74 - Glenn McGrath
75 - Malcolm Marshall / 

KG Rabada
78 - Waqar Younis
79 - Imran Khan
Rabada provided the 

Proteas with a rollicking 
start with the ball on Day 
5. He got Matt Renshaw 
and Marnus Labuscha-
gne in the first over itself. 
Rabada nicked behind Ren-
shaw on the third ball of  
the innings as the Aussie 
opener tried to guide it 
on the leg side but got an 
edge for Ryan Rickelton to 
pouch it behind.

Three balls later, he had 
Labuschagne LBW as the 
Aussie No.3 did not offer a 
shot to an inswinger and 
was caught just above knee 
roll. He reviewed, but the 
wickets were hitting on 
the umpire's call as a dis-
appointed Labuschagne 
walked back. 

IANS

LONDON: Chelsea mid-
fielder Jordan Henderson 
has described scoring on 
his home debut for the club 
as a special and emotional 
moment, saying he had 
been dreaming of  making 
a strong start after spend-
ing a long time away from 
the game.

Henderson, who scored 
twice on his home debut 
earlier this month, found 
the back of  the net within 
the opening two minutes 
of  Chelsea's 5-1 victory 
over Bournemouth. The 
midfielder said the early 
goal was an unforgettable 
experience, particularly 
after the challenges he 
had faced before getting an 
opportunity to start for the 
London-based club.

"You can never prepare 
for stuff  like that. It was 
quite emotional for me 
because I've been out for so 
long and then come to start 
at Chelsea and have to wait 
a little bit," Henderson said 
in an exclusive interview 
with Chelsea's match-
day programme ahead of  
their Premier League fix-
ture against Manchester 

United.
The midfielder added 

that making an imme-
diate impact was some-
thing he had been hoping 
for since joining the club 
and expressed relief  that 
things worked out as he 
had imagined.

"So it was a big moment 
for me personally, but it 
was just something that 
I'd dreamt of  over the 
few months that I've been 
here… that I could get a 
good start, and thank-
fully it happened in the 
first couple of  minutes," 
he said.

Henderson also opened 
up about adapting to a dif-
ferent midfield role under 
head coach Xabi Alonso, 
particularly his partner-
ship with Ecuadorian mid-
fielder Moises Caicedo.

IANS

JAIPUR/GOA: The open-
ing weekend of  the Indian 
Football League (IFL) 2026-
27 season concludes on 
Sunday with a double-head-
er featuring three top-six 
finishers from last season 
alongside the league's 
newest promoted outfit.

In the afternoon clash at 
the Vidyadhar Nagar Sta-
dium in Jaipur, Rajasthan 
United FC will play host to 
Sreenidi Deccan FC. Later 
in the evening, five-time 
national champions Dempo 
Sports Club will take on IFL 
debutants FC Bengaluru 
United at the Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru Stadium in 
Margao, Goa.

Both Rajasthan United 
FC and Sreenidi Deccan 
FC enter the new 20-match 
double-leg campaign look-
ing to build on strong top-
tier showings from the 2025-
26 season, where both clubs 
qualified for the Champion-
ship Round.

Last season, Sreenidi 
Deccan FC finished third in 
the standings with 26 points 
from 14 matches (seven 
wins, five draws, and two 
defeats), three points behind 
champions Diamond Har-
bour FC (29) and two behind 

runners-up Shillong Lajong 
FC (28). Rajasthan United 
FC finished in fourth with 
18 points from 14 matches 
(five wins, three draws, and 
six losses).

Now led by Italian head 
coach Giuseppe Cristaldi, 
Rajasthan United FC have 

reshaped their squad ahead 
of the new season. The hosts 
have added Spanish centre-
back Adri Castellano and 
experienced defender Har-
manjot Khabra to their 
backline, alongside Brazil-
ian forward Diego Maurício, 
Spanish midfielder Pedro 
Astray, and wingers Pan-
gambam Naoba Meitei and 
Thomyo Shimray.

Speaking ahead of  his 
first IFL match in charge, 
Cristaldi pointed to the 
focus and unity within the 

Rajasthan camp. "The prep-
aration has gone well. The 
team is focused and united, 
which in football is some-
times even more important 
than technical and tactical 
aspects," Rajasthan United 
FC head coach Giuseppe 
Cristaldi said.

"I strongly believe in the 
mental side of the game, and 
from that point of  view, we 
are spot on. With 11 teams, 
20 games, and 60 points 
available, every match car-
ries the same value regard-
less of  the opponent. We are 
starting at home, and we 
want to turn our positive 
energy into points on the 
pitch," he added.

Winger Novin Gurung, 
who enters his sixth season 
with Rajasthan United FC, 
echoed his coach's thoughts 

on opening the campaign in 
Jaipur.

"I am grateful for the 
trust and support the club 
has shown me over the last 
six seasons," Novin Gurung 
said. "I have seen this club 
grow on and off  the pitch, 
and this year we have a bal-
anced mix of  experienced 
players and young talent. 
Starting the season at home 
in front of  our supporters 
gives us extra confidence, 
and we will go all out for 
three points."

Visitors Sreenidi Deccan 
FC, now under the charge of  
Spanish head coach Anto-
nio Rueda, have reinforced 
their squad with experi-
enced Indian internation-
als Pritam Kotal, Pronay 
Halder, Nishu Kumar, and 
Jerry Mawihmingthanga, 
while retaining goalkeeper 
Kamaljit Singh.

"I am happy to return 
to India with a strong proj-
ect and a talented group of  
players," Sreenidi Deccan 
FC head coach Antonio 
Rueda said. "It is a difficult 
opening match because 
Rajasthan have quality for-
eign and Indian players. We 
have analysed their squad, 
we respect them, and we 
are prepared to execute our 
game plan."


