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Humble tributes to the Saviour of Jammu Kashmir, Briga-
dier Rajinder Singh Ji, on his Punya-tithi. His unmatched
gallantry, exemplary courage and supreme sacrifice for
the motherland will continue to inspire every Indian.
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SRINAGAR: Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha
Tuesday called for a “fool-
proof counter-strategy” to
completely choke off logisti-
cal and financial support for
terrorists, step up measures
to disrupt and counter infil-
tration, and aggressively
dismantle networks trying
to misguide and radicalise
people, saying operations
must continue to neutralise
the remnants of the terrorist
ecosystem.

“A foolproof counter-
strategy must be imple-
mented to completely choke
off logistical and financial
support for terrorists and we
must step up measures to dis-
rupt and counter infiltration.
Operations must continue to
neutralize the remnants of
the terrorist ecosystem. We
should aggressively target
and dismantle the networks
trying to misguide and radi-
calize the people,” the Lieu-
tenant Governor said while
chairing a Unified Head-
quarters (UHQ) meeting at
Lok Bhavan, Srinagar and
reviewed the security sce-

nario in the UT of Jammu
Kashmir.

The meeting was attend-
ed by GOC-in-C, Northern
Command Lt Gen Pratik
Sharma; Chief Secretary
Shri Atal Dulloo; DGP Shri
Nalin Prabhat; GOC Chinar
Corps Lt Gen Balbir Singh;
GOC, White Knight Corps,
Lt Gen Mohit Seth; Special
DG Coordination PHQ Shri
S.J.M. Gillani; Air Vice Mar-
shal Anand Sondhi AOC,
J&K and Ladakh; Addition-
al Chief Secretary, Home
Department J&K Shri Chan-
draker Bharti; ADGP CID
Shri M.K. Sinha, Principal
Secretary to Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Shri Govind Jaiswal,
senior officials of Armed
Forces, CAPFs, J&K Police,
Intelligence Agencies and
civil administration.

The Lieutenant Governor
congratulated Army, CAPF,
J&K Police and Intelligence
agencies for the peaceful
conduct of Shri Amarnath
ji Yatra.

He stated that real-time
collaboration is vital to real-
izing our security objectives.

He directed the Security
forces and J&K o P-06

Four New Faces Join Omar Abdullah’s Cabinet
LG Manoj Sinha Administers Oath To Newly Inducted J&K Ministers

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Four new minis-
ters were sworn in on Tuesday as
Jammu and Kashmir Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah expanded
his council of ministers.

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj
Sinha, administered the oath of
office and secrecy to the newly
inducted Ministers of the
Jammu & Kashmir Council of
Ministers at a swearing-in cere-
mony held at Lok Bhavan. Chief
Minister, Omar Abdullah, was
also present on the occasion.

All four new faces -- Ali
Mohammad Sagar, Mir Saiful-
lah, Shameema Firdous and
Altaf Ahmad Wani (Kalloo)
-- are from the Kashmir valley,
even as one sitting minister is
likely to be dropped from the
council of ministers.

Former minister and seven-
time MLA Sagar was first elect-
ed to the J-K assembly from
Batamaloo seat here in 1983. He
retained the seat in 1987. Later,
Sagar shifted to Khanyar and

CM Visits Newly Inducted
Cabinet Colleagues At

Civil Secretariat

GMK NEWS NETWORK

won the polls from there in 1996.

The National Conference
(NC) general secretary has
never lost an assembly election.

Sagar won the Khanyar seat
in 2024, defeating former deputy
Mayor of Srinagar Sheikh
Imran, who contested the polls
as an independent candidate by
a margin of 9912 votes.

Mir, who has represented the
Kupwara constituency of north
Kashmir thrice, was elected

Gul’s Supporters Protest
Cabinet Snub, Question
NC Leadership

from the Trehgam seat, after
delimitation, in the 2024 assem-
bly polls.

Pahalgam MLA Wani and
Habbakadal MLA Firdous were
sworn in as ministers for the
first time.

Wani has represented Pahal-
gam twice, while Firdous was
elected from the Habbakadal
constituency here for the third
time in 2024.

Firdous, who is also the presi-

dent of the Women's wing of the
party, is the second woman in
the Abdullah-led council of min-
isters after Sakina Itoo.

While Sagar took the oath in
Urdu, Saifullah, Firdous and
Wani took the oath in English.

Ahead of the expansion, all
ministers had submitted their
resignations to the chief minister.

The ceremony was attended
by the chief minister, Deputy
CM Surinder eP-06

M 'My Heart Is Broken'
Larmi Breaks Down Over
Cabinet Snub

REHAN QAYOOM

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah Tuesday visited the office cham-
bers of newly inducted Cabinet oP-06

SRINAGAR: Drama and disappoint-
ment surrounded the ruling National
Conference on Tuesday as eP-06

SRINAGAR: Senior National Confer-
ence MLA Abdul Majeed Larmi became
emotional after being left out of the Cab-
inet, saying he was disappointed eP-06

Dry Weather
Likely Across J&K
Till Nov 6: MeT

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Shop-
ian recorded the lowest
minimum temperature
in Kashmir at minus 0.5
degrees Celsius as night
temperatures dropped
across the Valley, while
the Meteorological
Centre Srinagar forecast
largely dry weather across
Jammu and Kashmir till
November 6.

According to the MeT
department, most parts
of Kashmir, are likely to
witness dry weather on
Wednesday. A brief spell
of light rain or snowfall
over higher reaches is pos-
sible at scattered places
towards the evening of
October 29.

Generally dry weather
is expected from October
30 to November 6, with
partly cloudy conditions at
times and a possibility of
brief light rain or snowfall
over isolated higher reach-
es. No significant weather
activity is expected during
the period.

The department has
advised farmers to con-
tinue harvesting and other
agricultural operations.

Among the minimum
temperatures recorded in
Kashmir, Shopian was the
coldest at oP-06

M “They Will Work For The People”

Farooq Abdullah On Newly
Inducted Mlmsters

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: National Con-
ference president Farooq
Abdullah on Tuesday wel-
comed the expansion of the
Jammu and Kashmir Coun-
cil of Ministers, expressing
hope that the newly induct-

“ A VERY GOOD
Cabinet change
has taken place.

They will work and try to

ease the difficulties and

problems of the people,”

ed ministers would work to
address public grievances
and ease people’s difficulties.
Buy Maps

Describing the Cabinet
expansion as a positive devel-
opment, Abdullah said the
ministers would make efforts
to resolve issues faced by the
public.

“A very good Cabinet
change has taken place. They
will work and try to ease the
difficulties and problems of
the people,” he told report-
ers at the National Confer-
ence headquarters, Nawa-i-
Subah, in Srinagar.

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah expanded his Coun-
cil of Ministers on Tuesday,
inducting four legislators —
Ali Mohammad Sagar, Mir
Saifullah, Shamima eP-06

Indian Nationals Travelling To UAE Urged
To Secure Adequate Medlcal Insurance

IANS

ABU DHABI: Indian mis-
sions in the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) on Tuesday advised
Indian nationals travelling to
the Gulf nation to take adequate
medical insurance, including
cover for medical repatriation
to India, citing several instances
of people facing huge hospital
bills that they or their families
could not afford.

The advisory was issued by
the Embassy of India in Abu
Dhabi and the Consulate Gen-
eral of India in Dubai, which
also urged Indians living in the
UAE on employment visas or as
dependents to check that their
insurance was sufficient.

“The Embassy of India, Abu
Dhabi and Consulate General of
India, Dubai and Northern Emir-
ates have been receiving several
instances of Indian nationals
meeting with unforeseen ill-

nesses or medical emergen-
cies resulting in huge medical
bills beyond the capacity of the
patient or their family members
to bear and having inadequate
insurance cover,” the advisory
stated.

“All Indian nationals who
are travelling to UAE for visit
or tourism purposes are hereby
advised to take adequate and
appropriate medical insurance,

prior to commencement of their
journey, which also covers cash-
less facilities including the cost
of medical repatriation to India
in the event of unforeseen medi-
cal emergency,” it said.

“Indians residing in UAE on
employment visa or as depen-
dents are advised to verify
that their medical insurance is
adequate to cover all medical
expenses in UAE and medical
repatriation to India,” it added.

In July, India and the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) reaffirmed
their commitment to ensuring
the safety, dignity and well-being
of their citizens living in each
other’s countries during the 7th
Meeting of the India-UAE Joint
Committee on Consular Affairs
(JCCA).

The meeting was held in
New Delhi on July 22 and was
co-chaired by Sripriya Rangana-
than, Secretary (CPV and OIA)
and Omar Obaid eP-06
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SRINAGAR: Chief Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Tues-

Integrity Pledge to
Administrative
Secretaries, offi-
cers and officials
at the Civil Secre-
tariat, marking the
observance of Vigi-
lance Awareness Week
2026, being observed from
October 26 to November 1
under the theme 'Probity for
Prosperity’'.

On the occasion, the Chief
Secretary led the officers and
officials in reaffirming their
commitment to uphold the
highest standards of integ-
rity, honesty, transparency
and professional ethics in
the discharge of their official
duties.

The pledge underscored
the need for collective efforts

by the Government, citizens

M Vigilance Awareness Week

CS Administers Integrity
Pledge To Officers, Officials

and private institutions to
combat corruption, which
remains a major impediment
to the country's econom-
ic, social and political
progress.

It also called
upon public ser-
vants to remain
vigilant and
ensure that their
conduct reflects the
principles of probity,
accountability and public
service.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Dulloo emphasized that
integrity and transparency
must form the cornerstone
of public administration.
He stressed the need for all
departments to strengthen
accountability mechanisms,
ensure transparent service
delivery and accord prior-
ity to the timely disposal of
public grievances.

The Chief Secretary reit-
erated the oP-06

BRICS Parliamentarians Condemn Pahalgam Attack

Call For Strongly Combattlng Cross Border Terrorlsm

IANS

accountable and brought to
justice in accordance with rel-

NEW DELHI: The member
countries of the BRICS group-
ing on Tuesday once again
strongly condemned the 2025
terrorist attack in Jammu
and Kashmir's Pahalgam and
reaffirmed their commitment
to combatting terrorism in all
its forms and manifestations,
including the cross-border
movement of terrorists, ter-
rorism financing and safe
havens.

In the Joint Declaration
adopted after conclusion of
the two-day 12th BRICS Par-
liamentary Forum in New
Delhi, India and other BRICS
members called for ensuring
zero tolerance for terrorism
and rejected any double stan-
dards in countering it.

"We express strong con-
demnation of any acts of ter-
rorism as criminal and unjus-

tifiable, regardless of their
motivation, whenever, wher-
ever and by whomsoever com-
mitted. We condemn in the
strongest terms the terrorist
attack in Jammu and Kash-
mir on 22 April 2025, during
which 26 people were killed
and many more injured. We
reaffirm our commitment to
combating terrorism in all
its forms and manifestations,

including the cross-border
movement of terrorists, ter-
rorism financing and safe
havens," the Joint Declara-
tion stated.

"We reiterate that terror-
ism should not be associated
with any religion, nationality,
civilisation or ethnic group
and that all those involved
in terrorist activities and
their support must be held

evant national and interna-
tional law. We urge to ensure
zero tolerance for terrorism
and reject double standards
in countering terrorism," it
added.

The participants from the
BRICS member countries also
welcomed the activities of the
BRICS Counter-Terrorism
Working Group (CTWG) and
its five subgroups based upon
the BRICS Counter-Terrorism
Strategy, the BRICS Counter-
Terrorism Action Plan and
the CTWG Position Paper.
They looked forward to fur-
ther deepening counter-ter-
rorism cooperation and called
for an expeditious finalisation
and adoption of the Compre-
hensive Convention on Inter-
national Terrorism in the UN
framework besides also call-
ing for concerted eP-06
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Will Wipe Tears Of
Those Left Out Of
Cabinet: LoP Sharma

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Leader of Opposi-
tion Sunil Sharma on Tuesday
said he will stand by legislators
who were left out of the Jammu
and Kashmir Cabinet, stating
that he would wipe the tears of
those who missed out on minis-
terial berths.

Congratulating the newly
inducted ministers, Sharma,
while speaking to reporters,
said he hoped the newly sworn-
in ministers would work sin-
cerely for the people of Jammu
and Kashmir and focus on
public issues rather than politi-
cal disputes.

“I congratulate the newly
appointed ministers. They
should work hard for the people
of Jammu and Kashmir and
come out of the political tussle
the government is currently
caught in to serve the common
masses,” he said.

Referring to those who
failed to make it to the Cabinet,
Sharma said Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah eP-06

KP Activist Arrested Over
Threat Posters Against
PM Packae Employees

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Rakesh Handoo,
a Kashmiri Pandit activist,
has been arrested in Farid-
abad, Haryana, and charged
under stringent anti-terror-
ism and cyber-terrorism laws
for his alleged involvement
in recent threats against
Kashmiri Pandit employees
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Police said they had “sub-
stantial and serious clues”
about his involvement and
that he has been booked
under the UAPA, accord-
ing to Inspector General of
Police Sujit Kumar.

The arrest follows panic in

August after purported threat
letters against some Kashmiri
Pandit employees, contain-
ing their names and contact
details, were circulated.
Hundreds of employees
hired under the Prime Min-
ister’s special employment
scheme for Kashmiri Pandits
were sent on administrative
leave and told to stay away from
duty for nearly three weeks.
About 6,000 Kashmiri Pan-
dits have received govern-
ment jobs under the PM’s
special employment package
launched in 2010 to support
the return and rehabilitation
of those displaced after the
secessionist eP-06
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Transport Commissioner
reviews functioning of
Motor Vehicles Deptt

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Transport
Commissioner, Vishesh
Paul Mahajan, Tuesday
chaired areview meeting of
the Motor Vehicles Depart-
ment (MVD) through
hybrid mode, attended by
Regional Transport Offi-
cers (RTOs) and Assistant
Regional Transport Offi-
cers (ARTOs) from across
the Union Territory.

The meeting reviewed
the overall functioning of
the Department, with spe-
cial emphasis on pendency
on VAHAN and SARATHI
portals, enforcement activ-
ities, Trade Certificates,
regulation of second-hand
vehicle dealers, road safety
and other key administra-
tive matters.

Emphasising the critical
importance of road safety,
the Transport Commis-
sioner stressed the need
for concerted and sus-
tained efforts to reduce
road accidents and pre-
vent the loss of precious
human lives. He directed
all field officers to intensify
enforcement against traf-
fic violations, particularly
overloading, overspeed-
ing, wrong-side driving
and other unsafe prac-
tices, with special focus
on National Highways and
accident-prone stretches.
He underscored the impor-
tance of strict compliance
with road safety regula-
tions, enhanced field-level
vigilance and coordinated
efforts to promote respon-
sible driving and ensure

the safety of commuters.
Regarding pendency on
the VAHAN and SARATHI
portals, all RTOs and
ARTOs were directed to
review pending cases and
ensure their time-bound

disposal, with regular
monitoring to prevent
avoidable delays in the
delivery of citizen-centric
services.

On enforcement, field
officers were directed to
strengthen on-ground
inspections and take strict
action against traffic viola-
tions, particularly on vul-
nerable road stretches and
accident-prone locations.
They were further instruct-
ed to adopt a proactive
approach towards accident
prevention and ensure effec-
tive implementation of road
safety measures.

The meeting also
reviewed the status of
Trade Certificates and the
regulation of second-hand
vehicle dealers. Directions
were issued to expedite
prescribed verifications,
including CID verification
wherever applicable, and
ensure compliance with

the relevant rules and reg-
ulations.

Compliance regarding
the installation and use
of fare meters in e-rick-
shaws and e-carts was also
reviewed, with directions
for appropriate follow-up
action in accordance with
the applicable norms.

In view of Vigilance
Awareness Week, the
Transport Commissioner
stressed the importance
of integrity, transparency,
accountability and strict
adherence to established
procedures in the dis-
charge of official duties.

Concluding the meeting,
Mahajan directed all RTOs
and ARTOs to ensure effec-
tive implementation of the
decisions taken, monitor
progress regularly and fur-
nish updated status reports
wherever required. He reit-
erated that efficient service
delivery, regulatory compli-
ance, effective enforcement
and road safety must remain
the Department’s foremost
priorities, with the ultimate
objective of preventing road
accidents and safeguarding
human lives.

DC Kulgam reviews drug control

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam,
Shahzad Alam, Tuesday
chaired the 50th meeting
of the District Level Com-
mittee under the Narcot-
ics Coordination Centre
(NCORD) mechanism
at the Mini Secretariat,
Kulgam, to review mea-
sures aimed at combating
drug abuse, strengthening
enforcement and improv-
ing de-addiction and reha-
bilitation facilities in the
district.

During the meeting, the
DC reviewed the enforce-
ment activities of the Drug
Control Organisation, the
functioning of de-addiction
and treatment facilities,
awareness initiatives and
the role of various depart-
ments in addressing the
menace of substance
abuse.

The meeting was
informed that 410 inspec-
tions have been conducted
during the current year by
the drug control authori-
ties of the district.The
department also lifted 70
statutory drug samples
for quality testing and
received 57 test reports.
Besides, 20 courier opera-
tor inspections were con-
ducted, while 37 medi-
cal shops were reported
for violations relating to
the maintenance of sale

and purchase records of
prescription drugs. The
department also report-
ed court-imposed fines
amounting to 20,000,
seizure of 32,346 units of
drugs and sealing of five
shops, as per the action-
taken report presented
during the meeting.

The DC stressed the
need for regular inspec-
tions, strict monitoring
of pharmacies and timely
action against violations.
The meeting was apprised
of the procedure for sus-
pension and cancellation
of drug licences, includ-
ing recording on-the-spot
findings, reporting viola-
tions to the competent
authority and issuance of
show-cause notices to the
concerned licensees before
further action under the
applicable rules.

The DC emphasised
that all concerned depart-
ments must ensure timely
reporting of violations,
proper follow-up and strict
enforcement of the pre-
scribed norms. He called

s=mmeasures at NCORD meeting

for close coordination
among the enforcement
agencies to curb the sale
and misuse of drugs and
ensure accountability at
every level.

Emphasising commu-
nity participation, the
DC observed that regular
awareness meetings should
be held at the panchayat
level with the involvement
of Panchayat Secretaries
and other concerned func-
tionaries through Pan-
chayat Samitis and youth
clubs. He stressed the need
to sensitise youth and the
general public about the
harmful effects of drug
abuse and encourage col-
lective efforts to prevent
substance abuse at the
grassroots level.

The meeting also
reviewed the functioning
of drug de-addiction facili-
ties in the district. The DC
stressed the importance of
effective treatment, coun-
selling, rehabilitation and
regular follow-up to sup-
port recovery and prevent
relapse.

DC Shopian visits Aglar Fruit Mandi,
reviews Infrastructure Developrnent

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Shopian, Charan-
deep Singh, Tuesday visited
Aglar Fruit Mandi, Shopian
and took stock of the devel-
opmental projects aimed at
strengthening the infrastruc-
ture and improving facilities
at the fruit mandi.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner was accompanied by
ADDC, Dr. Nasir Ahmed
Lone, CHO, CAO, CAHO,
DSHO, Xen, R&B, ARTO, DIO
and other district officers.

During the visit, the
Deputy Commissioner inter-
acted with members of the
Fruit and Vegetable Grow-
ers and Traders Associa-
tion, Shopian, who apprised
him of various issues and

demands concerning the
development and function-
ing of the mandi.

The President and other
members of the Association
raised several demands,
including the early construc-
tion of a flood protection
bund to safeguard the mandi
from potential flood-related
damage, besides the estab-
lishment and allotment of
shop sites to facilitate traders
and strengthen commercial
activities.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Deputy Commis-
sioner said that the issues
and demands raised by the
Association were genuine
and would be examined for
appropriate consideration.
He emphasised the need to
develop Aglar Fruit Mandi
as a state-of-the-art facility
equipped with modern infra-
structure and essential ame-
nities to cater to the needs of
fruit growers, traders and
other stakeholders.
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Yuva Sangam Phase VIl Concludes at NIT Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The seven-
day Yuva Sangam Phase VII
programme at the National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Srinagar concluded
on Tuesday with the depar-
ture of the visiting del-
egation from IIT Bombay,
Maharashtra, marking the
culmination of a cultural
exchange initiative under
the Government of India’s
Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat (EBSB) programme.

Registrar NIT Srinagar
Prof. Atikur Rehman,
Dr. Ashok Kumar, Yuva
Sangam Nodal Officer; Dr.
Pramod Kumar Yadav; and
Dr. Janani L. were present
to see off the delegation
and extend their wishes
for a safe journey.

During the seven-day
programme, the partici-
pants explored Jammu
and Kashmir’s cultural
heritage, spiritual land-
marks, natural landscapes
and local traditions while

interacting with communi-
ties and experiencing the
region’s social and devel-
opmental landscape.

On the sixth day, the del-
egation visited the Shan-
karacharya Temple and
Nishat Garden in Srinagar,
gaining an insight into the
region’s spiritual heritage,
historical landmarks and
Mughal-era architecture.

The day also featured a
cultural evening at NIT Sri-
nagar, where students from
Jammu and Kashmir and
Maharashtra showcased
their traditions through

dance, music and poetry.
The programme began
with the traditional light-
ing of the Izban and was
attended by Prof. Atikur
Rehman, Registrar; Prof.
Mohammad Bazaz, Dean
of Student Welfare; and
Dr. Ashok Kumar, Yuva
Sangam Nodal Officer.
Performances by the
institute’s Sargam Club and
participants from Maha-
rashtra highlighted the
cultural diversity of the two
regions. The event also pro-
vided an opportunity for stu-
dents to interact, exchange

experiences and develop
a better understanding of
each other’s traditions.

The cultural evening
concluded with the pre-
sentation of tokens of
appreciation, followed by
a gala dinner attended by
delegates, faculty members
and organisers.

The exchange pro-
gramme aimed to promote
mutual understanding,
cultural appreciation and
people-to-people connec-
tions between Maharashtra
and Jammu and Kashmir.
Through visits to local desti-

nations, community interac-
tions and cultural activities,
participants experienced
the region beyond its geo-
graphical boundaries.

The departure of the
delegation marked the con-
clusion of the programme,
with participants carrying
memories of their experi-
ences in Kashmir and the
friendships formed during
the exchange.

Yuva Sangam is part of
the Government of India’s
Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat
initiative, which seeks to
strengthen connections
among people from different
States and Union Territories
through cultural exchange,
educational exposure and
shared experiences.

The successful conclu-
sion of Phase VII at NIT
Srinagar reaffirmed the
programme’s focus on
celebrating India’s diver-
sity and fostering stronger
bonds among young people
from different parts of the
country.

DC Kupwara Pays Homage
to Rifleman Bashir Lone on
Martyrdom Anniversary

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kupwara,
Abhishek Sharma, Tuesday
attended a solemn wreath-
laying ceremony at Mugam-
e-Shahiwali, Drugmulla, to
pay floral tributes to Late
Rifleman Bashir Ahmad
Lone, who laid down his
life during an operation
at Akhnoor in Jammu on
October 27, 2003.
Rifleman Bashir
Ahmad Lone was serving

with 12 JAK LI and suc-
cumbed to injuries sus-
tained during the opera-
tion. He was posthumously
awarded the Sena Medal in
recognition of his bravery
and supreme sacrifice.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner paid homage to the
martyr and expressed sol-
idarity with his bereaved
family, reaffirming the
nation’s enduring grati-
tude for his valour, cour-
age and dedicated service
to the nation.

B Yuva Samvaad in Uri

250 Young Citizens Pledge
to uphold Democratic Values

GMK News Network

BARAMULLA: Mera
Yuva Bharat (MY Bharat),
Baramulla, under the
Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, Government
of India, organised Yuva
Samvaad at Government
Degree College (GDC), Uri,
bringing together around
250 young citizens to pro-
mote democratic aware-
ness, civic responsibility
and active youth partici-
patlon in nation- bulldmg

Held as part of the
nationwide Viksit Bharat
Yuva Samvaad initiative,
the programme provid-
ed a platform for young
people to exchange ideas,
strengthen their under-
standing of democratic
values and discuss their
role in shaping the nation's
future.

The programme was
graced by Rawhaan
Buhroo, Youth Icon, whose
presence added valuable
perspectives on public
leadership, sporting excel-
lence and youth aspira-
tions.

A Kkey highlight of the
event was an interac-

tive dialogue involving
students, the District
Youth Officer (DYO) and
the Youth Icon. Partici-
pants raised questions
and shared their views
on youth participation in
governance, civic respon-
sibility and the importance
of first-time voters in
strengthening democratic
processes.

The programme con-
cluded with the Loktantrik
Pledge through Wthh par-

ticipants reaffirmed their
commitment to democratic
values, informed participa-
tion and responsible citi-
zenship.

Through initiatives like
Yuva Samvaad, MY Bharat
aims to bring young citi-
zens closer to democratic
institutions and encour-
age them to contribute
actively to the nation's
development. The initia-
tive places youth at the
centre of nation-building,
inspiring them to turn
their ideas, aspirations
and sense of responsibil-
ity into meaningful con-
tributions towards Viksit
Bharat@2047.

LHRC, RNAF Conduct
Health Camp in Jabla-Uri

Camp provided free checkups consultatlons to locals

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Lilavati
Hospital & Research Centre
(LHRC) continuing its mis-
sion to serve communities
organized a two-day health
checkup camp at Jabri vil-
lage near the Line of Con-
trol (LOC) in north Kash-
mir's Baramulla district.

The camp was conducted
in collaboration with Rouble
Nagi Art Foundation to
improve access to essential
health services for the local
rural community and raise
awareness about preventive
healthcare. The camp was
attended by XX locals from
the village.

The camp provided com-
plete health screenings,
including blood pressure
assessments, blood glucose
testing for diabetes, and
anemia screening. Based
on individual health con-
cerns a multidisciplinary
team from general medi-
cine, gynecology, pediatrics
and ENT provided consulta-
tions. The camp also includ-
ed health awareness session
about various other dental,
ear, nose, mouth and chil-
dren specific conditions and

their signs, symptoms, and
the importance of early and
timely diagnosis of the dis-
eases, followed by address-
ing queries of the attendees
on the subject. The individu-
als who required additional
screening or treatment were
guided to visit healthcare
facilities for further care.
Speaking about the ini-
tiative, Rajiv Mehta, Perma-
nent Trustee for Life, Lila-
vati Hospital and Research
Centre, said, “Lilavati Hos-
pital is committed to making
healthcare accessible to
communities where access
to healthcare facilities may
be limited. Communities
living in remote areas like
Jabri can face challenges in
accessing regular health-
care services, making it
important to bring essen-
tial medical support closer
to them. Through this

program we hope to raise
awareness around early
diagnosis, making screening
easily accessible to all. Our
hospital is committed to sup-
port public health initiatives
that prioritize prevention,
and we encourage everyone
to follow a healthy lifestyle
for a better tomorrow.”

Commenting on the col-_q}

laboration Rouble Nagi,
founder at the Rouble Nagi
Art Foundation (RNAF)
said,” At Rouble Nagi Art
Foundation, we believe that
community development
goes beyond education and
includes the overall well-
being of people. Through
this initiative, we aim to
extend essential healthcare
support to underserved
communities and make
quality medical services
more accessible to those
who need them.”

FDA suspends Licence of Packaged
Drinking Water Unit in Budgam

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Food
& Drugs Administration
(FDA), Jammu & Kash-
mir, suspended the license
of M/s ARWAH Packaged
Drinking Water, Kakan
Maran, Budgam (License
No. 11026070000022), follow-
ing the detection of deficien-
cies relating to water quality
monitoring, food safety man-
agement and statutory docu-
mentation during an inspec-
tion conducted on October 5,
2026, pursuant to a complaint
received against the unit.
The inspection conducted
by the Food Safety Officer
revealed that the unit lacked
an adequate system for test-
ing and monitoring the qual-
ity of water being processed
and packaged. The requisite
records and documenta-
tion were not produced for
verification, while the bottle-

capping and sealing mecha-
nism was found defective,
resulting in leakage. These
deficiencies raised concerns
regarding the effectiveness
of quality-control measures,
hygienic manufacturing
practices and the integrity of
the packaged drinking water.

Packaged drinking water
is a high-risk food category
identified by the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI), warranting
stringent quality-control
measures and effective reg-
ulatory oversight. Manufac-
turers are required to ensure
that the water processed
and packaged for human
consumption complies with
the applicable food safety
standards and that appro-
priate testing, monitoring,
documentation and hygien-
ic controls are maintained
throughout the manufactur-
ing process.

A Show Cause Notice
was issued to the Food Busi-
ness Operator on October
7, 2026, seeking an explana-
tion regarding the viola-
tions observed. However, no
response was received within
the stipulated period. Accord-
ingly, in view of the inspec-
tion findings and the failure to
respond to the notice, the Des-
ignated Officer, Food Safety,
Budgam, in exercise of the
powers conferred under Sec-
tion 32(3) of the Food Safety
and Standards Act, 2006, has
ordered the suspension of
the license of the unit until
further orders. The unit has
also been directed to cease all
activities at the premises until
further orders.

Meanwhile, consum-
ers are being requested to
report any suspected unsafe
or adulterated food product
through email at cfsjandk.
fnd@jk.gov.in

Dir Agrireviews Bore Well Installatlon in Rainfed Areas

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Director
Agriculture Kashmir,
Sartaj Ahmad Shah,
Tuesday chaired a virtual
meeting with the Director,
Command Area Develop-
ment Kashmir, and Direc-
tor Horticulture Kashmir
to discuss and review the
establishment of bore wells
in rainfed areas of Kash-
mir Division.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Chief Agriculture
Officers (CAOs), Chief Hor-
ticulture Officers (CHOs),
and Assistant Soil Conser-

+CM

vation Officers (ASCOS) of
the division.

Detailed deliberations
were held on the proposed
establishment of bore

K&

wells, coordination among
the concerned depart-
ments, and the measures
required for effective
implementation of the ini-

tiative.

The meeting under-
scored the importance of
strengthening irrigation
facilities in rainfed areas
to improve water availabil-
ity and provide sustain-
able support to farmers
engaged in agricultural
and horticultural activi-
ties. The initiative aims to
address irrigation-related
challenges and facilitate
better access to water in
areas largely dependent
on rainfall.

Emphasising the need
for coordinated efforts,
the Director stressed close

cooperation among the con-
cerned officers to facilitate
the implementation of the
initiative. He also highlight-
ed the importance of proper
planning, regular monitor-
ing, and effective utilisation
of resources to achieve the
intended objectives.

The meeting conclud-
ed with an emphasis on
concerted efforts by all
concerned departments
to strengthen irrigation
infrastructure and support
the farming community
through improved water
availability in rainfed areas
of Kashmir Division.
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GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: National
Conference President Dr
Farooq Abdullah on Tues-
day reached out to senior
party leader and Eidgah
MLA Mubarak Gul fol-
lowing his public expres-
sion of disappointment
over being excluded from
the expanded Council of
Ministers headed by Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah,
appointing him General
Secretary of the party.

The development
came shortly after Gul
expressed displeasure
over not being accom-
modated in the Cabinet
despite his long politi-
cal association with the
National Conference
and his experience as a
senior legislator.

The appointment was
formally announced by
National Conference
spokesperson Imran
Nabi Dar, confirming that
Gul had been entrusted

B Appoints him NC Gen Secy
Farooq Abdullah reaches
out to Mubarak Gul after

Cabinet exclusion

with the organisational
responsibility of General
Secretary.

Earlier in the day,
Gul had expressed dis-
appointment over his
repeated exclusion from
ministerial positions.

Speaking to report-
ers, the former Jammu
and Kashmir Legislative
Assembly Speaker said
he had attended numer-
ous oath-taking ceremo-
nies over the years with-
out securing a place in

the Council of Ministers.

The appointment of
Gul to the senior organ-
isational position fol-
lowed Farooq Abdullah's
outreach amid disap-
pointment among some
party legislators over the
Cabinet expansion.

Gul, a veteran Nation-
al Conference leader
and former Speaker, has
held several important
political and legislative
responsibilities during
his career.(KNS)

CM Chairs First Cabinet Meet
After Induction of New Ministers

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah on
Tuesday chaired the first
Cabinet meeting follow-
ing the reshuffle of the
Jammu and Kashmir Gov-
ernment, with the alloca-
tion of portfolios to newly
inducted ministers likely
to be among the key issues
under discussion.

The meeting began

< at the Civil Secretariat

in Srinagar, hours after
four National Conference
legislators were sworn in
as ministers in the Omar
Abdullah-led Council of
Ministers.

Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha administered
the oath of office and secre-

cy to the new ministers at
the Lok Bhavan Audito-
rium in Srinagar on Tues-
day.Buy Maps

The allocation of port-
folios is expected to deter-
mine the responsibilities of
the newly inducted minis-
ters and the departments
they will oversee. The dis-
tribution of departments
is likely to be announced

by Tuesday evening or
Wednesday.

The Cabinet is also
expected to deliberate on
governance-related mat-
ters and administrative
priorities following the
ministerial reshuffle.

An official announce-
ment regarding the allo-
cation of portfolios is
awaited.
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Textiles Ministry releases 30.46 lakh for

improved toolklts, upskllhng of artisans

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a major
fillip to boost the artisans
of Kashmir’s famed handi-
crafts sector, the Union
Ministry of Textiles, has
released an amount of
230.46 lakh under its pre-
mier National Handicrafts
Development Programme
(NHDP) for distribution of
improved toolkits and skill
upgradation in traditional
crafts of hand-knotted
Carpet, Sozni Embroidery,
Papier Mache and Walnut
Wood Carving.

The Directorate of
Handicrafts and Hand-
loom, Kashmir, shall be
the Implementing Agency
for the said interventions
under NHDP.

In a press statement
issued here today, a spokes-
man of the Department

stated that the office of
Development Commis-
sioner (Handicrafts) con-
sidered the department’s
proposal for distribution of
improved toolkits and skill-
based training to promote

traditional crafts. “Two
Guru Shishya Hastshilp
Prashikshan Programmes
have been approved for
Kashmir Carpet and
Sozni embroidery, with a
total financial allocation

of %15.01 lakh. The pro-
grammes with 2-month
duration aim to facilitate
the transfer of traditional
skills from experienced
master artisans (Gurus) to
aspiring artisans (Shishy-
as), thereby ensuring pres-
ervation and continuity of
Kashmir’s rich handicraft
heritage,” he added.

These programmes
are intended not only to
upgrade existing skills but
also to rebuild a working
pipeline of trained hands
in the two crafts. The train-
ings have been designed in
such a way that it takes
care of wage compensation
of artisans, honorarium of
master craftsmen, space
rent and training related
equipment as well as com-
pensation of raw material,
the spokesman added.

Additionally, the

spokesman stated that
three Improved Toolkits
Distribution Programmes
in Walnut Wood Carving,
Sozni embroidery and
Paper Machie have been
approved for artisans of
Kashmir Division, with a
total financial allocation
of 215.45 lakh. “The ini-
tiative shall facilitate arti-
sans’ access to improved
tools, enhancing working
efficiency and productiv-
ity and supporting them in
improving the quality of
their products,” he added.

Through these pro-
grammes, the Directorate
endeavours to preserve
the region’s rich cultural
legacy while creating
opportunities for contin-
ued growth and develop-
ment of the handicrafts
and handloom sector in
Kashmir.

Div Com administers Integrity
Pledge on Vigilance Awareness

Week 2026

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Reaffirming
the administration’s com-
mitment to integrity, trans-
parency and accountability
in public service, Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir,
Anshul Garg, Tuesday
administered the Integrity
Pledge to officers and offi-
cials in observance of Vigi-
lance Awareness Week 2026.
Commissioner, Srinagar
Municipal Corporation,
Basharat Qayoom; Deputy
Commissioner Srinagar,
Akshay Labroo; Additional
Commissioners Akramul-
lah Tak and Zahoor Ahmad
Magray, along with other
officers and officials of the
Divisional Commissioner’s
Office, participated in the
pledge-taking ceremony.
On the occasion, the Divi-

sional Commissioner under-
scored the importance of
upholding the highest stan-
dards of honesty, integrity
and professional ethics in the
discharge of official responsi-
bilities. He emphasised that
transparency, accountability
and a strong commitment to
ethical conduct are funda-
mental to ensuring effective
governance and strengthen-
ing public trust in institutions.
The programme served
as areaffirmation of the col-
lective resolve to promote
probity in public life, foster
a culture of accountability
and ensure a corruption-
free work environment. It
also highlighted the vital
role of every public servant
in upholding ethical values
and maintaining the high-
est standards of integrity in
public administration.

|GP Traffic reviews preparations for
Darbar Move, Road Safety Measures

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: IGP Traffic,
M. Suleman Choudhary,
Tuesday chaired a meeting
with all Traffic Unit SSsP
and DySsP besides DIGP
Traffic Range Kashmir to
review the existing traf-
fic management arrange-
ments, identify congestion
points and accident-prone
locations, assess enforce-
ment measures and review
preparedness for the
upcoming Darbar Move.

The meeting was
attended in-person by
Haseeb-Ur-Rehman, DIGP
Traffic Range Jammu;
Mohammad Rashid Bhat,
Staff Officer to IGP Traf-
fic J&K; Liagat Ali, SSP
traffic Rural Kashmir and
Bisma Qazi, SSP traffic
City Srinagar alongwith
DySsP Traffic City Sri-
nagar. Besides, K M Pri-
yanka, SSP Traffic NHW
Raman; Master Popsy, SSP
traffic Rural Jammu; Amit
Bhasin, SSP Traffic City
Jammu along with DySsP
Traffic NHW, City Jammu,
Rural Jammu attended
the meeting through video
conferencing.

The meeting also delib-
erated upon measures to
prevent road accidents,
ease traffic congestion
and strengthen enforce-

ment across Jammu and
Kashmir.

IGP Traffic J&K direct-
ed SSP Traffic City Jammu
and DySsP Traffic City
Jammu to formulate and
implement a comprehen-
sive traffic management
plan for the upcoming
Darbar Move, keeping in
view the anticipated winter
migration from the Valley,
Doda and Kishtwar, along-
with the expected increase
in vehicular movement
from November till end of
February. Special attention
shall be given to conges-
tion-prone areas, includ-
ing Sidhra, Bathindiand
adjoining areas, Green
Belt Park, Jammu Railway
Station, Railway Chowk,
Narwal, Qasim Nagar,
Canal Road, Bagh-e-Bahu,
Satwari, Janipur, etc.

SSP Traffic NHW
Ramban was directed to

ensure smooth and unin-
terrupted movement of
the Darbar Move convoy,
with special focus on the
single-lane stretch from
Nachlana to Hingni and
the Dewal and Mom Passi
stretches. She was further
directed to maintain close
coordination with DIGP
Traffic Range Kashmir,
SSP Traffic Rural Kash-
mir and SSP Traffic City
Jammu to facilitate the
safe and smooth passage of
the Darbar Move Convoy.
Emphasising road
safety, IGP Traffic directed
all officers to take proac-
tive measures to reduce
road accidents. Special
enforcement drives shall
be launched against stunt
biking, underage driving,
overloading, rash driving,
drunk & drive. Strict legal
actions hall be initiated
against such violators.

FDA conducted enforcement
drive on Nutraceuticals

168 inspections carried,146 samples lifted

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Food &
Drugs Administration (FDA),
J&K, conducted enforcement
sampling drive against nutra-
ceutical products across all
the districts to ensure compli-
ance with the Food Safety and
Standards Act, 2006, and the
regulations framed thereun-
der, with particular emphasis
on product safety, quality and
mandatory labelling require-
ments.

During the drive, a total
of 168 inspections were con-
ducted and 146 samples of
nutraceutical products were
lifted for testing safety and
quality parameters and scru-
tiny of statutory labelling
declarations. The drive was
undertaken to strengthen reg-
ulatory oversight and verify
compliance by Food Business
Operators dealing in nutra-
ceutical products.

During the inspections,
seven labelling violations
were reported, for which
notices has been recom-
mended under the applicable
regulatory provisions. Fur-
ther action in such cases shall
be taken in accordance with
the findings and the relevant
provisions of food safety law.

It is pertinent to mention
that the special enforcement-
cum-sampling drive for
nutraceuticals has been initi-
ated in view of the findings

of the enforcement samples
lifted during the preceding six
months. During the period,
328 samples of nutraceuticals
were lifted, of which 136 sam-
ples were reported as non-
conforming, reflecting a non-
conformity rate of 41.46%. In
view of the significant level of
non-conformity observed, it
was considered imperative to
undertake a fresh, intensive
enforcement-cum-sampling
drive for nutraceutical prod-
ucts across all districts of the
Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir to assess their
compliance with the pre-
scribed standards and to ini-
tiate appropriate regulatory
action wherever violations
are detected.

The FDA, reiterated that
nutraceutical products must
comply with the prescribed
standards and applicable reg-
ulatory requirements, includ-
ing mandatory labelling dec-
larations and restrictions
governing product claims.

Food Business Operators
have been advised to ensure
strict compliance with the
statutory provisions appli-
cable to the manufacture,
storage, distribution and sale
of such products. Such drives
shall continue to strengthen
compliance with food safety
legislation and ensure that
products offered to consum-
ers meet the prescribed safety
and quality requirements

KPDCL announces power shutdown in Kashmir parts

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Engineer, Distri-
bution KPDCL Tuesday informed
that the Shutdown of 220 KV
Zainakote-Alusteng Transmission
line Circuit-I-1l will be observed
due to which power supply to Shu-
hama, Bakura, Fethapora, Gadoora,
Tulbag, Chundina, Saloora, Sher-
pathri, Beehama, Arampora, Arch,
Nunner, Manigam, Duderhama,

Malshaibagh, Wayil, Gultibagh,
Pandach, Khalmullah, Umerheir,
Panchayat, Ahmadnagar, Pathan
Colony, Gulabagh, Kurhama, Yang-
pora, Baroosa, Old Dab, Checki
Baba Salun, Sainik School, Rabi-
tar, Kondbal, GCET Safapora, Lar,
Waliwar, Watlar, Repora, Tulmulla,
Dangerpora, Theeru, Larsun, Safa-
pora, Central University, Gratbal,
Jarakobagh, Hajin, Preng, Madwan,
Banyari, Hakbara, Army Camp,

Chandgeer, Aloosa, Malangam,
Quil, Nishat, Papchan, Ajas, SK
Bala, Sadunara, Bazipor, Nadihal,
Guroora, Argam, Wanpora, Dawar,
NHPC, Tragbal, Peerbaba, Razdan
Top, Gund, Kullan, Surfraw, Gaga-
ngeer, Sonamarg, Fraw, Ganiwan,
Z-Morh Tunnel, Mammer, Wangath,
Kangan, Akhal, Baba Nagri, Canal
and adjoining areas will be affected
from 09 am to 03 pm on 28 Octo-
ber 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of 33 kV
Boniyar line will be observed due
to which power supply to Boniyar,
Trikanjan and adjoining areas will
be affected from 10 am to 03 pm
on 03 November 2026.

Likewise, shutdown of 33 kV
Watergam line will be observed
due to which power supply to
Watergam, Hachipora, Palpora,
Behrampora, Dangiwacha, Hadi-
pora, Safalpora and adjoining

areas will be affected from 10 am
to 03 pm on 31 October, 03 & 07
November 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of 33 kV
Malpora line will be observed due
to which power supply to Chan-
doosa, Hospital, Dangerpora,
Sultanpora, Gantamulla, Malpo-
ra, Hevan, Namblan, Nowshera,
Limber, JNV and adjoining areas
will be affected from 10 am to 03
pm on 31 0ctober 2026.
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J&K Bank begins Vigilance Awareness

Week, reaffirms commitment to integrity
ED Sudhir Gupta administers Integrity Pledge at CHO

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Reaffirming
its commitment to trans-
parency, accountability
and ethical banking, J&K
Bank Tuesday commenced
Vigilance Awareness Week
2026 with an Integrity
Pledge ceremony at its Cor-
porate Headquarters. The
observance centers on the
theme “Probity for Pros-
perity”.

Executive Director
Sudhir Gupta chaired the
inaugural function and
administered the pledge
to the bank's leadership -
including Chief General
Managers, General Manag-
ers, Deputy General Man-
agers, AGMs and other
senior officers present on
the occadion. Divisional,
Zonal, and Cluster heads,
along with other staff
members, also participated
in the ceremony virtually.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Executive Director
Sudhir Gupta said, “Public
trust is the foundation of
banking, and integrity
is essential to preserv-
ing that trust as we grow.
Our pursuit of sustainable
growth must be supported
by transparent processes,
fair decisions and account-
ability at every level.”

“Preventive vigilance
must be part of our every-
day work. Every employee
has a responsibility to safe-
guard the Bank’s resources,

Probity for Prosperity

protect customers’ interests
and ensure that our con-
duct reflects the confidence
people place in us. Let this
pledge translate into consis-
tent action throughout the
year,” he added.

Through the pledge,
participants committed
themselves to promoting
ethical business prac-
tices, neither offering
nor accepting bribes, and
upholding corporate gov-
ernance based on trans-
parency, accountability
and fairness. The pledge
also emphasised adher-
ence to relevant laws and
compliance mechanisms,
employee awareness of
ethical responsibilities,
grievance redressal and
whistle-blower mecha-
nisms for reporting fraud-
ulent activities, besides
protecting the rights and
interests of stakeholders
and society at large.

Earlier, Chief Vigilance
Officer Bansi Lal Saini
stressed that building an
organization-wide culture
of vigilance relies on the
small, daily decisions of

- |
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employees. These actions,
he noted, are vital to deep-
ening stakeholder trust in
the institution. He urged
participants to adopt three
core principles: stay alert
to their surroundings, take
responsibility for their
actions, and speak up when
something goes wrong.
The function concluded
with a vote of thanks by
General Manager (Vigi-

lance) Hafeeza Rahim. —

“Our pledge must guide
us throughout the year. By
doing our work honestly
and responsibly, we serve
our customers better, pro-
tect our Bank and contrib-
ute meaningfully to its con-
tinued progress”, she said.

Outlining the activities
planned within the orga-
nization during the week,
she said that the Integrity
Pledge would reinforce
individual commitment,
while the online quiz and
essay competition would
deepen awareness, help
identify knowledge gaps
and encourage ideas for
improving ethical practic-
es at the workplace.

B'RBI has made no announcement'

PIB Fact Check debunks viral
claims of new Rs 1,000 note

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: The Press
Information Bureau's (PIB)
Fact Check unit on Tues-
day dismissed as fake a
series of viral social media
claims suggesting that a
new Rs 1,000 currency note
has been issued or is set to
be introduced in India.

The clarification came
after several posts circulat-
ed across platforms such as
Instagram, X and Telegram,
showing individuals holding
apurported yellow-coloured
Rs 1,000 note.

Some social media
users and content creators
claimed that the currency
note was newly introduced
or would be launched on a
specific date.

Rejecting the claims,
PIB Fact Check said that
the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has made no
announcement regarding

the issuance of a new Rs
1,000 banknote.

In a post on X, the gov-
ernment agency urged
citizens to verify informa-
tion only through official
sources and refrain from
sharing unverified content
online.

"Several social media
posts claim that a new Rs
1,000 note has been issued.
This claim is fake," it said.

"The RBI has made no
announcement regarding
the issuance of a new Rs
1,000 note," PIB Fact Check
added.

The clarification seeks
to curb misinformation
surrounding the viral
images of the purported
banknote, which sparked
speculation among social
media users. Authori-
ties have advised people
to exercise caution while
consuming and sharing
such content and to report

suspicious claims to PIB
Fact Check.

At present, India has
banknotes in active circu-
lation in denominations of
Rs 10, Rs 20, Rs 50, Rs 100,
Rs 200 and Rs 500 under
the RBI's Mahatma Gandhi
(New) Series.

The original Rs 1,000 note
ceased to be legal tender on
November 8, 2016, when the
government announced the
demonetisation of exist-
ing Rs 500 and Rs 1,000
currency notes as part
of efforts to curb black
money, counterfeit curren-
cy and corruption.

While a redesigned Rs
500 note was subsequently
introduced, the Rs 1,000
denomination was not
brought back into circu-
lation. Instead, the RBI
introduced a Rs 2,000 note,
which was later withdrawn
from circulation in May
2023.

Centre Transfers Two Senior IAS Officers From J&K To Delhi

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Govern-
ment of India’s Ministry of
Home Affairs has ordered
the transfer of two senior
IAS officers of the AGMUT
cadre from Jammu and
Kashmir to the Delhi seg-
ment with immediate effect.

According to an order

issued by the Ministry of
Home Affairs on October
27, 2026, Ashwani Kumar, a
1992-batch IAS officer, and
Dr. Ashish Chander Verma,
a 1994-batch IAS officer, have
been transferred from Jammu
and Kashmir to Delhi.

The order, issued with
the approval of the compe-
tent authority, states that

the transfers will remain
effective until further
orders.

Both officers are senior
in batch to newly appointed
Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Secretary Sajjan Singh
Yadav, placing the develop-
ment in focus amid the latest
administrative changes in
the Union Territory.
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Bl Cabinet Expansion

Test Of National
Conference Leadership

he long-awaited expansion of the Council of Ministers
by Chief Minister Omar Abdullah was expected to bring
stability, strengthen governance and address political
expectations within the ruling National Conference.
Instead, the exercise has exposed the growing challenge
of managing internal dissent in a party where ministerial berths
are limited but political aspirations remain considerable.
With four National Conference legislators, Ali Mohammad Sagar, Mir
Saifullah, Shamima Firdous and Altaf Ahmad Wani, popularly known
as Altaf Kaloo—taking the oath of office and secrecy, the Council of
Ministers has reached its maximum permissible strength of nine.
The induction of these legislators marks an important stage in the
restructuring of the Omar Abdullah government, which assumed
office in October 2024. However, the exclusion of several senior
legislators and the dropping of Independent legislator Satish Sharma
have ensured that the expansion has generated as much political
debate as it has administrative significance.
The discontent expressed by leaders such as Gurez MLA Nazir Ahmad
Gurezi, Eidgah MLA Mubarak Gul and Anantnag West legislator Abdul
Majeed Larmi highlights the difficult balancing act confronting the
National Conference leadership. These leaders have their own politi-
cal standing, experience and constituencies. Their disappointment
cannot simply be dismissed as routine dissatisfaction over the dis-
tribution of ministerial positions. It reflects the larger challenge of
maintaining unity within a party whose legislators may have differ-
ent expectations of recognition and responsibility.
At the same time, a ministerial berth cannot be treated as
an entitlement earned merely through seniority or political
loyalty. A Cabinet must be constituted on the basis of admin-
istrative competence, political judgement, regional repre-
sentation and the government's priorities. The Chief Minister
has the responsibility to select a team capable of delivering
results rather than merely accommodating every influential
voice within the party. Yet, the manner in which such decisions
are communicated and managed is equally important. Even a
defensible decision can create lasting resentment if those left
out feel ignored or inadequately consulted.
The expansion also raises questions about the government's pri-
orities at a time when the people of Jammu and Kashmir expect
effective administration, responsive public services, employment
opportunities and sustained attention to development. Cabinet
formation is an important political exercise, but it should not
become the principal focus of governance. The real measure of
the expanded ministry will be its performance, not the number
of political calculations that preceded its formation.
Reaching the maximum permissible strength of nine ministers
brings another constraint: there is no vacant berth available for
further accommodation without another reshuffle. This makes the
task of managing internal expectations more complicated. The
leadership must now rely on dialogue, organisational responsibil-
ity and a clear division of work to prevent disappointment from
turning into sustained factionalism. Senior legislators who have
been excluded should be treated with respect, while the party
must ensure that personal grievances do not undermine its col-
lective political responsibilities.
Omar Abdullah, therefore, faces a challenge that extends beyond
Cabinet arithmetic. He must demonstrate that his decisions are
guided by a coherent vision of governance and that the party
remains capable of accommodating differences without allowing
them to weaken the government. Equally, disappointed legislators
must recognise that political maturity requires accepting difficult
decisions while continuing to serve their constituencies and the
broader public interest.
Ultimately, the Cabinet expansion will be judged not by who
secured a ministerial berth and who was left out, but by whether
the government delivers on its commitments. The National Con-
ference leadership has completed the task of filling the available
positions; the harder task is to restore confidence within its ranks
and translate political consolidation into effective governance.
If the present discontent is handled through consultation and
constructive engagement, it can remain a manageable internal
disagreement. If ignored, it could become a persistent source of
instability for a government that can ill afford to lose focus on the
expectations of the people it represents.
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B Why Go Outside?

DR. FIAZ MAQBOOL FAZILI

ccess to healthcare is one of the
basic human rights that every
individual should have access to.
In recent times, there has been
a growing trend among people
to seek medical treatment outside their
local communities, often at considerable
expense. However, this trend has some
downsides, particularly for those who are
unable to afford the cost of such treatment.
It is, therefore, essential to examine why
locals should have more confidence in the
healthcare system within their communities
and make use of local healthcare services.

Thereis afamiliar Kashmiri saying, “Ghar
ki murgi daal barabar”—we often fail to
value what we have at home, while admiring
and praising the same qualities when we find
them elsewhere. Unfortunately, this mindset
seems to influence our healthcare choices
as well. Why do we sometimes hesitate to
trust our own talented doctors, yet place
extraordinary faith in a specialist simply
because they practise in a big city outside
Kashmir? Why do we consider a long queue
outside a clinic, a lengthy waiting list, or an
appointment scheduled months in advance
as signs of superior medical expertise,
while overlooking the clinical brilliance,
academic excellence, and professional
competence available in our own valley?
Of course, seeking treatment outside
Kashmir is sometimes necessary, and every
patient has the right to pursue the best
possible care. However, the real question is
whether we are making informed medical
decisions based on clinical need or being
influenced by perceptions, prestige, and the
belief that anything from outside must be
better. Kashmir has talented, dedicated,
and highly qualified medical professionals
whose skills deserve recognition, trust,
and encouragement. Perhaps it is time to
look within, appreciate our own medical
talent, and ask ourselves a simple but
important question: Are we going outside
Kashmir because the treatment we need is
unavailable here, or because we have yet to
learn to value the excellence that already
exists at home?

PMF, 71 YEARS, an engineer, suffered
from Acute Chest pain in the UAE and
talked to brother back home in Srinagar,
who happens to be a doctor. Besides some
antianginal medication, he was advised to
return back to the valley, as he might need
angiography. A noted cardiologist at one
of Delhi's private hospitals is known to the
family for many decades, but the patient
showed trust and confidence in local doctors
and insisted that it be done at Srinagar.
While searching for a doctor and team
(narrowed on two choices: Noora hospital
or Khyber Hospital Srinagar), both having
upgraded cardiac setups. Anyway, the family
preferred the Cardiac team at Noorahospital
Srinagar. Well done, Cardiac Team (Dr
Nissar Tramboo, Dr Ghulam Nabi, Dr AG
Ahangar and the support cath lab team) at
Noora Hospital, Srinagar, provided excellent
teamwork, coordination, and support, which
is worth appreciating. Even with almost 99%
blockage of the coronary artery, a high-risk
intervention could be dealt with successfully
without surgery.

Overview: Coronary artery disease is a
common heart condition. The major blood
vessels that supply the heart (coronary
arteries) struggle to send enough blood,
oxygen and nutrients to the heart muscle.
Cholesterol deposits (plaques) in the heart
arteries and inflammation are usually the
cause of coronary artery disease. Signs
and symptoms of coronary artery disease
occur when the heart doesn't get enough
oxygen-rich blood. If you have coronary
artery disease, reduced blood flow to the
heart can cause chest pain (angina) and
shortness of breath. A complete blockage
of blood flow can cause a heart attack.
Coronary artery disease often develops over
decades. Symptoms may go unnoticed until
a significant blockage causes problems, or
a heart attack occursSure, outside at any
other place, it would amount to open heart
surgery. Successful removal of blockade
with stent insertion was done, and the
patient was discharged in good health the
next day with an affordable price. Successful
PCI of this magnitude was done locally
at your doorstep reiterating my stand -
Kashmir has talent, why go outside? if
available locally, utilise it - trust it - and
build your institutions and strengthen the
hands of your own doctors. Sorry, trolls, I'm
not marketing for any particular hospital
or Doctors, but my interest and focus is on
talent hunts if available locally - try it first
before venturing outside. Vindicates my
stand on this subject - why go outside?

In this piece, I will try to explore the
reasons why locals have the talent needed
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to provide quality healthcare to their
communities and why there is no need to go
outside for treatment.

Firstly, seeking medical treatment
within the local community can be
beneficial in terms of cost. When seeking
treatment outside the community, there
are additional expenses to consider, such
as travel costs, accommodation, and the
actual cost of the medical treatment itself.
All these expensescan add up and make
medical treatment unaffordable for many
individuals, particularly those living in
low-middle-income communities. However,
by using local healthcare services, these
additional expenses can be avoided, and the
cost of treatment can be more manageable.

Further, local communities have access
to qualified healthcare professionals who
are equipped with the necessary skills and
knowledge to provide quality healthcare.
Many communities have hospitals, clinics,
and health centres staffed with local doctors,
nurses, and other healthcare professionals
who have received their training from some
of the best institutions in the world. Infact,
many of these healthcare professionals have
chosen to work in their local communities
because they are committed to providing
quality healthcare to their neighbours and
fellow community members.

Secondly, local healthcare providers
often have a better understanding of the
local health problems and socio-financial
challenges that their patients face. They
are familiar with the local environment,
lifestyle, and habits of the community,
which can be essential when it comes
to diagnosing and treating diseases. For
instance, a local healthcare provider may
be more likely to detect and diagnose a
disease outbreak in the community early
on, as they are familiar with the common
symptoms and signs. On the other hand,
a healthcare provider from outside the
community may not be as familiar with
the local conditions and may miss some
critical indicators, which can lead to delayed
diagnosis and treatment. Unarguably, local
communities too have access to competence
and necessary skills to the latest medical
technology and equipment. Hospitals and
clinics in local communities often invest in
the latest medical technology and equipment
to ensure that their patients receive the
best care possible. In fact, many hospitals
and clinics in local communities have been
able to provide some of the most advanced
medical treatments and procedures, which
were once only available in larger cities or
outside the country.

Thirdly, seeking treatment within the
local community can help to build trust
between the community and the healthcare
providers. When local residents use the
services provided by their local healthcare
facilities, they become more familiar with
the healthcare providers and staff. They
begin to develop relationships with them
and trust their expertise and knowledge.
This trust can be invaluable in times of
emergency, as the community is more
likely to follow the advice and guidance
of their local healthcare providers.
Furthermore, it can also help to encourage
more people within the community to
seek treatment when needed, as they are
more likely to trust and feel comfortable
with local healthcare providers. Assuredly,
local communities are better equipped to
provide personalised care and understand
empathetically our issues. The healthcare
professionals in local communities have a
better understanding of the health needs
of their patients because they are part of
the community. They know the patients and
their families, their health history, social
constraints and their cultural background,
which allows them to provide personalised
care and healthcare packages that is tailored
to the needs of each individual patient. This
is particularly important when it comes to
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treating chronic conditions, such as chronic
non-communicable diseases like diabetes
or heart disease, bone or spine diseases,
and rheumatic or neurological disorders,
where personalised care is essential to
help patients manage their conditions and
improve their quality of life.

Fourthly, using local healthcare services
can help to support the local economy. Local
healthcare facilities often employ local
people, including healthcare providers,
nurses, and administrative staff. By using
their services, local residents are supporting
the local economy and helping to create
jobs within the community. Additionally,
by using local healthcare services, residents
can help to keep local healthcare facilities
open, ensuring that the community has
access to quality healthcare services
when needed. Affordability and fear of

shmir has

talented,

dedicated,
and highly qualified
medical professionals
whose skills deserve
recognition, trust, and
encouragement. Perhaps
it is time to look within,
appreciate our own
medical talent, and ask
ourselves a simple but
important question:
Are we going outside
Kashmir because the
treatment we need is
unavailable here, or
because we have yet
to learn to value the
excellence that already
exists at home?

getting exploited for medical needs are the
biggest constraints at the back of mind
for every patient and family who needs
to go to hospital; local communities are
more affordable for patients. Patients who
receive medical treatment in their local
communities often pay less than those
who travel outside their communities
for treatment. This is because the cost of
medical treatment in larger cities or outside
the country is often 200-300 per cent higher
due to the additional costs associated with
travel, accommodation, and other expenses.
Additionally, patients who receive medical
treatment in their local communities often
have access to health insurance plans that
are specifically designed for local residents,
which are more affordable than plans that
are for individuals who travel outside their
communities for treatment.

Fifthly, seeking medical treatment within
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the local community can be more convenient
for patients and their families. When seeking
treatment outside the community, patients
often have to travel long distances, which can
be exhausting and time-consuming. This can
be particularly challenging for those with
chronic conditions or who require frequent
medical treatment. On the other hand, by
using local healthcare services, patients can
receive treatment closer to home, reducing
the time and effort required to access
healthcare services. This can be particularly
beneficial for those with mobility issues
or who have to care for young children or
elderly relatives. Local communities have
the potential to provide a better quality of
life for patients. Patients who receive medical
treatment in their local communities are
more likely to recover faster and experience
a better quality of life after treatment. This
is because they are closer to their families
and friends, which provides them with
emotional support during their recovery.
Additionally, patients who receive medical
treatment in their local communities are
more likely to receive follow-up care and
support, which is essential for theirrecovery.

Sixthly, local communities have the
potential to improve the overall health of
their residents. When local communities
invest in healthcare,they create a healthier
community that is more resilient to disease
and illness. This is because the healthcare
professionals in local communities are
better equipped to identify and treat
illnesses and diseases before they become
severe. Additionally, local communities
that invest in healthcare often promote
healthy living, such as eating a balanced
diet tailored to local dietary habits with
sensitivity to their local religious beliefs
can help overcome many hassles in this
direction.

Finally, using local healthcare services
can help to improve the overall health of
the community. By accessing healthcare
services within thecommunity, residents
are more likely to receive preventive care,
such as vaccinations, frequent medications
or interventions which need hospital
setups, and follow-ups and regular
check-ups. This can help to detect and
prevent diseases early on, reducing the
need for more extensive and costly medical
treatment in the future. Additionally, by
using local healthcare services,residents
can receive education and information
on how to maintain their health, such
as healthy eating habits and exercise
routines. This can help to promote a
healthier lifestyle within the community,
leading to better overall healthoutcomes.

Lastly, local communities have the
potential to create job opportunities
and boost the local economy. When local
communities invest in healthcare, they
create job opportunities for healthcare
professionals, which can boost the local
economy. Additionally, when patients
receive medical treatment in their local
communities, they are more likely to
shop and dine locally, which can boost
the local economy even further.In
conclusion, seeking medical treatment
within the local community can---When it
comes to healthcare, people often believe
that the bestcare can only be found
outside their local community. This has
been a common practice for decades as
people often travel long distances to
receive medical treatment. However,
with the increasing focus on community-
based healthcare, itis becoming evident
that local communities have the talent
and resources needed to provide quality
healthcare to their residents.

Dr Fiaz Magbool Fazili- is a Senior
Consultant Surgery, and expert in
Healthcare quality improvement( control )
and patient safety can be approached at
drfiazfazili@gmail.com.)
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Critical Flaw Affecting 70% Of All Websites
Has The Cyeculty World Panicked

ANDREW CULLEN

etails have been published

of a critical flaw in the

programming language

PHP, which is the back-

bone of more than 70%
of all websites. Left unfixed, the flaw
would allow hackers to easily take
over and compromise millions of
websites and the information held on
their servers. In response, multiple
European governments and opera-
tors including the Port of Rotterdam
have taken websites offline.

The Australian Signals Director-
ate, America’s Cyber Defence Agency,
and similar bodies from the United
Kingdom, Europe and Japan have all
warned web developers to apply urgent
updates to their core systems, and to
consider taking down websites until
safety can be guaranteed.

The organisation behind the free,
open-source language has published
updates that patch the flaw, but per-
forming the updates on the millions of
systems that use PHP will take time.

What is PHP?

PHP is often called “the backbone of
the web”. It’s a programming language
—a way to give instructions to comput-
ers — that has been around since 1997,
and it allows websites to manage user
inputs and process information behind
the scenes.

The power of PHP is its versatility.
Websites use it for everything from log-
ging users into accounts and running
online stores, to requesting data from
databases and powering millions of
blog posts and news sites.

PHP runs on the server rather than
your personal computer. This means

most of us interact with PHP every
single day without ever seeing it.

A timeline of concerns

In August, a cybersecurity research-
ers from a company called Wiz used
their own tools and the latest versions
of Google’s Gemini and OpenAI’s Chat-
GPT Al models to trawl through PHP’s
massive codebase.

The Wiz team were searching for
hidden programming weaknesses
that an attacker could chain together
to take over a system running PHP
simply by sending a carefully crafted
request over the internet.

Within a few days, they found ways

to break into PHPpowered systems

from Drupal and WordPress which are
used in huge swathes of the web.

Wiz contacted the PHP security
team to let them know about the flaws
they had found. By late September,
the PHP developers confirmed that
the issue existed, and quietly began
working on a fix.

In cybersecurity, the responsible
thing to do when you find a bug is to keep
it private until a patch is ready. This is
because public disclosure could provide
a detailed map for hackers to exploit.

This appears to be what the PHP
developers were planning. However,

yesterday a user on popular industry
website Hacker News let news slip
about the security flaws before any
patches were ready.

Following the leak, PHP’s devel-
opers rushed to publicly confirm the
issue on October 21, releasing emer-
gency patches ahead of schedule.

Implementing the patches is far from
simple. Because PHP sits underneath
thousands of third-party plugins, frame-
works and managed hosting services,
websites are only secure once every indi-
vidual layer of the supply chain inte-
grates and deploys the PHP fix.

Why does this keep happening?

Much of the internet is built on
foundational technologies that were
developed and maintained by hobbyist
developers. Many rely on goodwill and
donations rather than robust corporate
funding.

Many of these tools were first devel-
oped decades ago. They were never
designed to safely support a world
where millions of websites and billions
of devices use them to handle sensitive
and private data.

Compounding this issue is the fact
that maintenance is rarely a prior-
ity for organisations. All too often,
companies have only the most basic
knowledge about all the pieces of their
supply chains - either physical or digi-
tal. Even in high profile cases such as
this one, many businesses don’t even
realise what software they depend on,
let alone have any idea of how secure
it actually is.

What should you do?

This issue is mainly one for people
who maintain websites or manage tech-
nical infrastructure. For those people,
the priority is clear: patch systems

immediately when updates are avail-
able, and consider taking down critical
systems from the internet until you can
be confident about their security.

For everyday internet users, these
vulnerabilities affect the servers host-
ing websites rather than your personal
device. However, because some sites
may be temporarily compromised
before they can patch, it is wise to be
cautious about entering sensitive per-
sonal data on unfamiliar websites over
the next few days.

Major cloud providers and security
firms are rolling out emergency filters,
but the global scramble to secure the
web is just beginning.

Cybersecurity teams around the
world are rushing to contain the
damage. But the scope of this issue
should be a wake-up call.

Governments and businesses cannot
ignore the resilience of their digital
supply chains. Just as manufacturers
track the suppliers of the physical com-
ponents they depend upon, we should
expect that digital infrastructure also
traces every system and framework it
depends on.

Gathering this information is the
first step for businesses and govern-
ments to truly understand how heavily
their digital viability relies on under-
funded, volunteer-maintained code.
Until businesses treat funding open-
source foundational tools as a criti-
cal security investment rather than a
charity, these vulnerabilities will keep
happening.

The author is a Guest Research
Fellow, School of Computing and
Information Systems, The University
of Melbourne.

Rewriting India’s Farm Story: A Decade Of Transformation

Our Ambition Should Be To Develop Indian Agricultural Products With Globally Recogmsed Quahty, Traceab|l|ty, Safety And Branding

SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN

hen Honorable Prime
Minister assumed
office in 2014, agricul-
ture and farmer wel-
fare were placed at the
heart of India’s development agenda.
Since 2015, this commitment has
increasingly translated into a broader
transformationfrom improving pro-
duction and farm incomes to building
an agriculture sector that is produc-
tive, resilient, technology-driven and
sustainable. The Prime Minister has
repeatedly emphasised that “For a
Viksit Bharat, Indian agriculture must
also be developed.” He has also called
for India not merely to meet its own
food requirements but to emerge as
a global food supplier. Adding to Lal
Bahadur Shastri's call of "Jai Jawan,
Jai Kisan" and Atal Bihari Vajpayee's
"Jai Vigyan", the Prime Minister gave
the nation "Jai Anusandhan". With
that phrase he placed research and
innovation at the heart of India's farm
future. Those words were more than
a statement of policy direction; they
embodied a pragmatic vision whose
wisdom and foresight were unmistak-
ably vindicated by the evidence that
emerged a decade later.
From Food Security to a New
Agricultural Paradigm
This vision represents a decisive
shift in the way we must look at Indian
agriculture. The Green Revolution gave
India food security. Today, our respon-
sibility is to build the foundations of
nutritional security, farmer prosperity,
resource security and global competi-
tiveness.India’s agricultural journey
is one of remarkable achievement.
From a country once dependent on
food imports, India became self-suf-
ficient in staple cereals within a few
decades. The Green Revolution was
powered by science, improved seeds,
irrigation, infrastructure, institutional
credit, extension and policy support. It
demonstrated what can happen when
scientific capability and political com-
mitment converge around a national
objective. But agriculture cannot
remain frozen in the priorities of the
past. The aspirations of our farmers
have changed, the consumption pat-
terns of our citizens have changed,
markets have changed and the climate
itself is changing.
A Decade of Broad-Based Agri-
cultural Growth
The transformation underway since
2015 is therefore significant. The years
1995-96 and 2014-15 have been marked
as structural breakpoints because they
mark distinct phases in the evolution
of Indian agriculture. The first reflects
the gradual impact of economic liber-

alisation, greater market integration,
changing consumption patterns and the
slowdown in cereal productivity growth,
while the second marks the emergence of
a more diversified, technology-enabled
and resilience-oriented agricultural
system driven by irrigation expansion,
digital platforms, market reforms and
increasing focus on sustainability and
climate adaptation.

Agricultural growth, which aver-
aged about 2.7 per cent during 1967—
1995 and about 3.0 per cent during
1996-2014, accelerated to around 4.5 per
cent during 2015-2025 (Food grains at
8.4MT/annum, Fruits and Vegetables
at 7.6MT/annum and Milk at Mt/
annum). The last two years have wit-
nessed an exceptional increase in food
grain production, with the increase
recorded at 22.1MT per annum, sig-
nificantly higher than that observed
during the preceding years.. This
achievement reflects the combined
impact of stronger Centre-State coor-
dination, effective convergence of pro-
grammes, adoption of climate-resilient
technologies, focused investments, and
enhanced support to farmers. More
importantly, this growth has become
broader, drawing strength not only
from cereals but also from horticul-
ture, dairy, fisheries, poultry and other
high-value activities. This is the agri-
culture that will power the next phase
of India’s development.

Our objective must no longer be
defined simply as producing more.
We must produce more with less-
less water, less land, less energy and
fewer avoidable inputswhile produc-
ing better quality, safer and more
nutritious food.The transformation in
Indian consumption itself provides a
powerful signal. In rural India, cereals
accounted for about 57 per cent of food
expenditure in 1972-73; by 2022-23, this
had fallen to around 11 per cent. At the
same time, the share of milk and milk
products, fruits, vegetables, eggs, meat
and fish rose from about 20 per cent to
nearly 48 per cent. Urban consump-
tion has followed a similar trajectory.
Our farms must respond to this new
India.This means greater emphasis
on pulses, oilseeds, fruits, vegetables,
dairy, fisheries, poultry and other high-
value commodities. It means moving
from a narrow concept of food security
towards nutrition security. It means
enabling farmers to participate in
value chains where the real economic
opportunity increasingly lies in grad-
ing, processing, packaging, branding,
logistics and exports.

Building the Architecture for
Farmer-Centric Growth

The Government of India has already
created an important architecture for
this transition. The Pradhan Mantri

Krishi Slnchayee YOJana is promotlng
efficient water use. The Soil Health
Card initiative has placed soil testing
and balanced nutrient management
at the centre of farm decisionmaking.
PM-KUSUM is linking agriculture with
renewable energy. Farmer Producer
Organisations are strengthening aggre-
gation and bargaining power. e-NAM is
connecting agricultural markets digital-
ly, while the Agriculture Infrastructure
Fund, PM Kisan SAMPADA Yojana and
PMFME are strengthening post-harvest
infrastructure and processing. These ini-
tiatives must now converge into a single
farmer-centric value chainfrom seed to
soil,farm to market and laboratory to
livelihood.

Technology will be central to this
transformation. Indian agricultural
research has already moved beyond
the traditional objective of simply
increasing yields. Between 2014 and
2025, 3,236 crop varieties were released,
compared with 1,540 during 2003-2014.
A large proportion of recent varieties
have been designed with climate resil-
ience in mind, while biofortification is
receiving greater attention. The next
agricultural revolution must therefore
be a revolution of precision, resilience
and knowledge.Artificial intelligence,
remote sensing, drones, genomics, bio-
technology, digital advisory systems
and geospatial technologies can help
farmers make better decisions about
sowing, irrigation, nutrients, pests,
weather and markets. Digital Agri-
culture initiatives, AgriStack and Al-
enabled advisory platforms can make
agricultural services more targeted
and accessible. But technology will
deliver results only when it reaches
the farmer in a simple, affordable and
locally relevant form.

From Laboratory to Last Mile

The role of research and exten-
sion is consequently becoming even
more important. Every rupee invested
in agricultural research generates
substantial economic returns, while

extension converts scientific knowl-

edge into practical improvements on
farms. We must strengthen the con-
nection between our laboratories,
universities, Krishi Vigyan Kendras,
startups, private innovators and farm-
ers.At the same time, we must confront
the resource challenge.India cannot
indefinitely expand agricultural pro-
duction by expanding the use of water,
fertiliser, energy and land.

Groundwater depletion, soil degra-
dation, climate variability and extreme
weather events demand a new produc-
tion paradigm. The evidence shows
that the recent phase of agricultural
growth has combined higher produc-
tivity with greater stability, reflecting
the growing importance of diversifica-
tion, resource efficiency, risk manage-
ment and climate resilience. This is
why sustainability is not an environ-
mental luxury; it is an economic neces-
sity for the farmer.

Our policies must encourage effi-
cient use of every unit of water, nutri-
ent and energy. Research should
prioritise climate-resilient varieties,
water- and nutrient-efficient crops,
improved soil biology, integrated pest
management, conservation agricul-
ture and precision farming. Pulses and
oilseeds deserve particular attention
because increasing their productivity
is essential for strengthening India's
nutritional and economic self-reliance.

Efficient Markets and global
value chains

A farmer who produces efficiently
must also be able to sell profitably. Agri-
cultural markets, storage, cold chains,
logistics, grading, processing and digi-
tal platforms must grow alongside pro-
duction. The expansion of agricultural
output and diversification into perish-
able commodities have created new
requirements for efficient aggregation
and market connectivity. Farmer collec-
tives, cooperatives and FPOs can play a
transformative role by reducing transac-
tion costs, improving bargaining power

and enabling farmers to participate
in organised value chains.India must
increasingly look beyond the mandi to
the marketplace of the world.

Our ambition should be to develop
Indian agricultural products with glob-
ally recognised quality, traceability,
safety and branding. The next phase
must connect farmers not merely with
domestic consumers but with inter-
national value chains. This will create
employment, encourage rural entre-
preneurship and enable a greater share
of the value generated by agriculture
to remain in rural India.But this trans-
formation cannot be delivered by the
Union Government alone. Agriculture is
a shared national responsibility. States,
local governments, research institutions,
FPOs, cooperatives, private enterprises,
financial institutions and civil society
must work together. The future requires
convergence across agriculture, water,
energy, food processing, nutrition, cli-
mate, trade and rural development.

This is also where the spirit of
cooperative federalism becomes criti-
cal. India's agro-ecological diversity
demands solutions that are local
in implementation but national in
vision.The journey from Viksit Krishi
to Viksit Bharat will ultimately be
measured not merely by tonnes pro-
duced, but by the quality of life of
our farmers. A prosperous farmer is
the foundation of a prosperous rural
economy. A resilient farm is the foun-
dation of resilient food systems. And a
competitive agricultural value chain is
the foundation of a globally competi-
tive Bharat.We therefore need to move
confidently from the paradigm of “how
much can we produce?” to “how effi-
ciently, sustainably and profitably can
we produce?”

The Green Revolution secured India's
food future. The next agricultural trans-
formation must secure India's prosperity,
nutrition, natural resources and global
leadership.Honorable Prime Minister has
given the nation a clear direction: Indian
agriculture must become an important
pillar of Viksit Bharat. Our task is to
turn that vision into actionthrough sci-
ence, innovation, infrastructure, markets,
institutions and, above all, by placing
the Indian farmer at the centre of every
agricultural policy.As we move towards
Viksit Bharat 2047, the farmer must not
merely be a beneficiary of development.
The farmer must be an architect of India's
developed future.That is the agricultural
transformation India must now pursue-
and that is the foundation on which the
India of 2047 will stand.

(Author is Union Minister of Agri-
culture & Farmers Welfare, and Rural
Development, Government of India.
Views are personal. Courtesy: PIB)
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DC Pulwama reviews Hydraulics Sector

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Pulwama, Kuldeep Krishan
Sidha, Tuesday chaired a compre-
hensive review of the Hydraulics
Sector of the district, reviewing the
functioning and progress of Irriga-
tion Division Pulwama, Irrigation
Division Tral, PHE Division Pulwa-
ma, PHE Division Awantipora, ICD
Pampore, FCD Kakapora and other
allied hydraulics-related works.
The review meeting was held
with the concerned officers, wherein
detailed presentations were made on
the physical and financial progress of
schemes, irrigation infrastructure, Jal

Jeevan Mission (JJM), UT Capex and
other ongoing and proposed works.

During the review of the irrigation
sector, it was informed that Pulwama
district has a total geographical area of
Approx 1.09 Lakh hectares, with a Net
Sown Area of 33,760 hectares and a total
cropped area of 55,023 hectares under
Kharif and Rabi crops. The Net Irrigated
Area is about 21,000 hectares, constitut-
ing around 63 percent of the cultivated
command area, while the Gross Irrigat-
ed Area stands at about 37,000 hectares.
Around 12,000 hectares are rain-fed.

The meeting was also informed
that the district has major surface-
water resources including the River
Jhelum, Rambiara Nallah, Wankran

Nallah, Sasara Nallah, Romshi
Nallah, Watal Ara Nallah, Aripal
Nallah and Lar Nallah.

TheDCstressed theneed for scientific
and evidence-based planning of irriga-
tion and water-resource infrastructure
and directed the concerned officers to
obtain an updated aquifer map from the
Department of Ecology, Environment
and Remote Sensing. He said the map-
ping would help identify groundwater
potential, water channels, perennial and
rain-fed areas and guide scientific plan-
ning of borewells, irrigation and flood-
control works. He directed that proposals
for the next financial year be prepared on
the basis of aquifer mapping and proper
ground-level assessment.

The DC further directed that proj-
ects be planned according to actual
ground requirements and future
needs, with proper field assessment
before formulation and execution.

The review of the Jal Shakti/PHE
sector focused on the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion and Har Ghar Jal. The meeting
was informed that 49,013 households
have been taken up for coverage. The DC
directed the concerned officers to ensure
100 percent tap-water coverage, complete
pending certification and obtain regular
feedback from field-level functionaries to
address bottlenecks promptly.

The chair was apprised about the
requirement for five water tankers
for smooth water-supply arrange-

ments. He directed that the require-
ment be addressed on priority and
assured that the District Administra-
tion would facilitate the provision of
five tankers wherever required.

Delayed schemes, including the
Lethpora scheme, were also reviewed.
The DC directed the concerned
authorities toresolve land, compensa-
tion and other bottlenecks on priority
so that the affected works are taken
forward without further delay.

The status of the Pulwama Town
Water Supply Project and schemes
under NABARD, UT Capex, District
Capex and other funding heads
was also reviewed. The DC directed
timely execution, optimum utilisa-

tion of resources and close monitor-
ing of all ongoing works.

The DC directed all concerned
departments to maintain close coor-
dination and ensure that schemes
do not face avoidable procedural,
land, technical or field-level delays.
He stressed that proper planning,
ground-level assessment and timely
execution must go hand in hand.

Emphasising proactive planning, the
DC observed that lack of funds should
not become a constraint where sound
planning and properly assessed propos-
als are in place, and directed officers to
prepare comprehensive, technically
sound and need-based proposals.

He further directed regular field-

level monitoring, with special focus
on delayed works, groundwater sus-
tainability, water quality, functionality
of existing infrastructure and timely
completion of ongoing projects.

The meeting was attended by
ADDC Pulwama Gulzar Ahmad
Bhat, CPO Pulwama, Aashiq Khan-
day, SE, Hydraulics Circle Pulwama/
Shopian, XEN, Irrigation Division
Pulwama/Tral, XEN, PHE Division
Pulwama/Awantipora, XEN, FCD
Kakapora, XEN, ICD Pampore, XEN,
MID Awantipora, XEN, PHE Mechani-
cal Awantipora, XEN, PHE Ground
Water Drilling, Srinagar; and Project
Manager, DPMU Pulwama, besides
other concerned officers and officials.

LG Calls For Robust

Police to build public trust by ensuring the
voices of the people are heard and their griev-
ances are resolved.

The Lieutenant Governor also reviewed the
operational preparedness of police and security
agencies during the winter, and emphasized the
need for maintaining vigilance to counter emerg-
ing threats.

Four New Faces

Chaudhary, Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather,
Leader of Opposition Sunil Sharma, NC president
Farooq Abdullah, and MLASs, including from the
ruling alliance and opposition People's Demo-
cratic Party and Bharatiya Janata Party.

The earlier strength of the Abdullah-led cabinet
was six. As per the rules, a cabinet in a UT can be
up to 10 per cent of the assembly strength, which
is 90 in J-K.

The Congress, which is an ally of the govern-
ment, has distanced itself from the cabinet and
stuck to its stand of not joining the council of
ministers until the statehood is restored.

The Lieutenant Governor administered the
oath to MLAs Ali Mohammad Sagar, Altaf
Ahmad Wani, Shamim Firdous, and Saifullah
Mir as Ministers.

The ceremony was attended by Speaker, J&K
Legislative Assembly Abdul Rahim Rather, JKNC
President, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, Deputy Chief
Minister Surinder Kumar Choudhary, Ministers
Sakeena Masood Itoo, Javed Ahmed Rana, and
Javid Ahmad Dar, Member of Parliament Gurvin-

<= der Singh Oberoi, along with several dignitaries

and senior officials.

The proceedings of the ceremony were con-
ducted by the Principal Secretary to Lieutenant
Governor, Shri Govind Jaiswal.

CM Visits Newly Inducted

colleagues at the Civil Secretariat here to con-
gratulate them on assuming office and extend his
best wishes for their tenure.

The Chief Minister personally visited the office
chambers of all the newly inducted ministers and
congratulated Ali Mohammad Sagar, Saifullah
Mir, Shamim Firdous and Altaf Ahmed Wani,
expressing confidence that they would discharge
their responsibilities with dedication and con-
tribute to effective governance and the overall
development of Jammu and Kashmir.

Emphasising the importance of collective
efforts, Omar Abdullah underscored the role
of the ministers in advancing the government’s
developmental agenda and ensuring public wel-
fare. He expressed hope that their experience
and commitment would further strengthen the
government’s efforts to fulfil the aspirations of
the people.

The newly inducted ministers thanked the
Chief Minister for his visit and encouraging
words, reaffirming their commitment to working
collectively under his leadership to deliver on the
promises made to the public.

The Chief Minister was accompanied by
Deputy Chief Minister Surinder Kumar Choud-
hary, Ministers Sakina Itoo and Javid Ahmed Dar,
his Advisor Nasir Aslam Wani, Director Estates
Kashmir Mohammad Ashraf Hakak, and other
senior officers and officials.

Earlier in the day, Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha administered the oath of office to the newly
inducted ministers at Lok Bhawan.

Gul’s Supporters

party workers protested at its headquarters
here in support of senior party leader Mubarak
Ahmad Gul following his exclusion from the
Jammu and Kashmir Cabinet.

The workers gave the party leadership two days
to address their demand for Gul’s induction as a
minister.

The supporters raised slogans at Nawa-i-Subh
Complex, questioning the party high command’s
decision to leave out the six-time MLA from the
Cabinet despite inducting four other legislators
into the Omar Abdullah-led government.

The workers expressed anger over Gul’s exclu-
sion, with many saying they would seek his resig-
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nation from the party postif the leadership failed
to address their concerns.

“Aga Ruhullah’s decision is right, and we will
also seek Mubarak Gul’s resignation,” a party
worker said during the protest, reflecting the
growing discontent over the Cabinet decision.

The workers said Gul’s political experience and
long association with the party deserved recogni-
tion.

One supporter said Omar Abdullah was not as
old as Gul’s political experience.

Later in the evening, Gul urged the workers to
give him some time, saying discussions with the
party leadership were underway.

Addressing the workers, he was seen in a video
saying that he had spoken individually to National
Conference president Dr Farooq Abdullah and
received a special assurance from him. The MLA
added that he would share the details with the
supporters at an appropriate time.

“I have spoken to Farooq Sahib one-to-one. He
has given me a special assurance. When the docu-
ment comes, I will share it with you,” he said.

The supporters, meanwhile, remained firm in
their demand, saying they would give the National
Conference leadership two days to respond. Emo-
tional scenes and sloganeering continued as work-
ers voiced their disappointment over Gul being
denied a ministerial berth.

Earlier in the day, following the Cabinet
expansion, the National Conference leadership
appointed Mubarak Gul as the party’s general
secretary, succeeding Ali Mohammad Sagar, who
was inducted into the Council of Ministers.

In a special gesture, Dr Abdullah formally
seated Gul in the general secretary’s chair at the
party headquarters. Photographs shared by the
party showed Gul being welcomed and felicitated
with garlands by party leaders and workers.

Later, a meeting of party leaders and function-
aries was held under Dr Farooq Abdullah’s chair-
manship to discuss organisational matters, the
political situation in Jammu and Kashmir and
the party’s future course.

Addressing the gathering, the NC chief reiterat-
ed the party’s commitment to democracy, people’s
rights, the restoration of Articles 370 and 35A, full
statehood and the protection of Jammu and Kash-
mir’s distinct cultural identity. He expressed con-
fidence that the newly inducted ministers would
work for public welfare and development across
sectors.

Gul thanked the leadership for entrusting him
with the responsibility of general secretary and
said he would work to strengthen the organisa-
tion.

However, the appointment failed to quell the
anger among some of his supporters, who con-
tinued to insist that the veteran leader deserved
a place in the Cabinet.

Earlier in the day, four legislators, Ali Moham-
mad Sagar, Shamima Firdous, Mir Saifullah and
Altaf Ahmad Kaloo, were sworn in as ministers at
Lok Bhawan in Srinagar, with Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha administering the oath of office
and secrecy.

Gul had expressed disappointment over his
continued exclusion, telling reporters that he had
attended nearly 30 oath-taking ceremonies with-
out being inducted as a minister. “I have attended
30 oath-taking ceremonies till now. Every time
I was dropped, and today as well, I am being
dropped,” he said.

Gul has represented Eidgah in the Legislative
Assembly six times—in 1983, 1996, 2002, 2008, 2014
and 2024—(KNO)

Larmi Breaks Down Over

by the decision but remained loyal to the party.

Speaking to reporters after the swearing-in
ceremony of newly inducted ministers, Larmi,
said he believed he deserved a place in the Omar
Abdullah-led government and was deeply hurt
by his exclusion.

"My heart is broken. I was deserving," Larmi
said, adding that while he accepted the decision,
it had caused him considerable pain.

The Anantnag West legislator claimed he had
remained on the list of probable ministers until
Monday evening and had even been informed
about a possible portfolio.

Despite his disappointment, Larmi reiterated
his commitment to the National Conference.

"I am a soldier of the party. I can go anywhere
for the party," he said.

Larmi said the reaction of his supporters had
affected him deeply, claiming that several work-
ers broke down after learning he had not been
inducted into the Cabinet.

Meanwhile, supporters staged a protest in
Anantnag, raising slogans against the party lead-
ership and expressing anger over his exclusion
from the Cabinet.

A video circulating on social media showed
supporters raising slogans against the party's
decision and calling for a review of the move.

Larmi has been associated with the National
Conference for decades. He won the 2014 Assem-
bly election and returned to the Assembly in 2024
from Anantnag West, defeating PDP candidate
Abdul Gaffar Sofi by 10,435 votes—(KNO)

Dry Weather

minus 0.5°C, followed by Pahalgam and Pul-
wama at 0.4°C each. Srinagar recorded 2.3°C, Kup-
wara 2.2°C and Qazigund 2.5°C. Gulmarg settled
at 1.4°C.

In the Jammu division, Jammu city recorded a
minimum temperature of 14.6°C, while Banihal
registered 4.8°C, Bhadarwah 4.3°C and Rajouri
7.2°C.

In Ladakh, Kargil recorded a minimum tem-
perature of 1.6°C, while Nubra Valley registered
1.2°C—(KNO)

Farooq Abdullah On

Firdous and Altaf Ahmad Wani, popularly
known as Altaf Kalloo.

All four newly inducted ministers represent the
Kashmir Valley.

Indian Nationals

Mohammed Alhesan Alshamsi, Undersecre-
tary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the UAE,
the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) stated.

The JCCA meeting was preceded by technical-
level discussions between the two sides on con-
sular issues, labour and mobility-related issues
and extradition and mutual legal assistance.

CS Administers Integrity

Government's commitment to a zero-tolerance
approach towards corruption and called upon
the Administrative Secretaries and departmental
heads to proactively review pending vigilance
matters and take appropriate action in accor-
dance with established rules and procedures.

He further urged officers and officials to dis-
charge their responsibilities with honesty and
impartiality, uphold the rule of law and ensure
that public interest remains paramount in every
administrative decision.

The observance of Vigilance Awareness Week
aims to promote ethical conduct, strengthen
public confidence in institutions and encourage
collective responsibility in preventing corruption.

Similar pledge-taking ceremonies and aware-
ness activities are being organized across the
Union Territory, including at divisional and dis-
trict headquarters, public sector undertakings
and educational institutions, to reinforce the mes-
sage of integrity and promote a culture of trans-
parency and accountability in public life.

BRICS Parliamentarians

actions against all UN designated terrorists and
terrorist entities.

The forum expressed deep concern over the
continued escalation of tensions in West Asia and
called for exercising maximum restraint, as well
as avoiding actions that could further aggravate
the situation. The members also called for ensur-
ing the protection of civilians and civilian infra-
structure in accordance with the purposes and
principles of the Charter of the United Nations in
their entirety and interconnectedness, including
respect for the sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity of the States.

The BRICS members encouraged increasing
efforts, through dialogue and diplomacy, towards
along-term understanding that will contribute to
lasting peace, security and stability in the region.

The Forum stressed the need to work together
to maintain smooth flow of global trade, supply
chains and energy, in accordance with applicable
international law.

"We condemn the imposition of unilateral coer-
cive measures that are contrary to international
law, and reiterate that such measures, inter alia
in the form of unilateral economic sanctions and
secondary sanctions, have far-reaching negative
implications on human rights, including the right
to development, health and food security of the
general population of targeted states. We call for
the elimination of such unlawful measures which
undermine international law and the principles
and purposes of the UN Charter," the Joint Dec-
laration stated.

Last month, top BRICS leaders had gathered
in New Delhi for the 18th BRICS Summit in the
national capital where the 'New Delhi Declara-
tion 2026' was adopted which also condemned the
Pahalgam terrorist attack and adopted stronglan-
guage against cross-border movement of terror-
ists, terrorist financing, safe havens and double
standards in dealing with terrorism.

Will Wipe Tears Of

should address their disappointment, adding
that he too would stand by them.

“I will wipe their tears, but it is Omar Sahab’s
responsibility to wipe those tears. We will also
wipe them,” he said.

Asked about reports of differences within the
government and whether it would fall, Sharma
urged people not to jump to conclusions, stating
that barely an hour had passed since the swear-

ing-in ceremony. -

‘“Have patience, don’t be in a hurry,” he
added.—(KNO)

KP Activist Arrested

movement began in 1990.

In 2022, targeted attacks killed five Kashmiri
Pandits, prompting PM package employees to pro-
test for seven months demanding transfer and
posting in Jammu. The government refused post-
ing in Jammu but shifted them to safer locations
in Srinagar and other major valley towns.

After threats and targeted attacks on migrant
workers in July and August, a major security
crackdown led to the arrest of over 3,000 suspects,
described by police as Over Ground Workers
(OGWs), a term for those covertly helping ter-
rorists.

According to the grounds of arrest served to
Handoo’s wife on October 17, he was arrested for
a non-bailable offence. He was initially asked to
appear before police in Baramulla on Septem-
ber 26 after an FIR was registered on September
21, and sources said he failed to appear despite
repeated summons. On October 17, a Baramulla
police team arrested him from Greater Faridabad
in Haryana.

Handoo, a Pandit activist, had unsuccessfully
contested the 2008 Assembly elections against
National Conference President Farooq Abdullah
from the Hazratbal constituency in Srinagar.
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NHRC Special Rapporteur reviews
Human Rights scenario in J&K

Emphasizes proactive grievance redressal for vulnerable sections

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Spe-
cial Rapporteur, National
Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC), Shomita
Biswas Tuesday convened
a high-level review meeting
at the Civil Secretariat here
to assess the overall human
rights scenario and the
implementation of welfare
safeguards especially relat-
ed to Social Welfare, Health
and Prisons Departments
of the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir

The meeting was attend-
ed by senior administrative
and police officers. Those
who attended includes IGP,
Personal (Hq); Secretary
in Social Welfare; Mission
Director, Mission Poshan;
Mission Director, Mission
Vatsalya & Shakti in Social
Welfare Department; DIG,
CID; Superintendent of
Police, Central Jail, Sri-
nagar; HoD, Psychiatry,
GMC Srinagar and among
other senior officials.

The departments pres-
ent provided detailed
presentations regarding
institutional mechanisms,
ongoing legal protections,
and targeted public wel-
fare initiatives designed
to protect the rights of the
citizens, with a particular

\

focus on underprivileged
and vulnerable segments
of the society.

During the session,
Mission Director, Mission
Poshan, Sajad Hussain
Ganai, provided a com-
prehensive appraisal con-
cerning the protection of
child rights throughout
the Union Territory. He
detailed the various initia-
tives underway to augment
health, immunization, and
nutritional coverage for
children under the Poshan
framework.

Additionally, he briefed
the chair on the systematic
disbursement of academic
scholarships specifically
structured to support and
sustain students coming
from socio-economically
marginalized background
categories.

Similarly, Mission
Director for Mission Vat-
salya and Mission Shakti,
Rubina Kousar, presented
an extensive overview of
the overarching regula-
tory mechanisms and
active support infrastruc-
ture designed for destitute,
abandoned, and distressed
women across Jammu &
Kashmir. She highlighted
the extensive statutory
frameworks operational-
ized under the juvenile
justice system, highlight-
ing institutional measures
to secure complete child
protection and prevent
instances of atrocities
against minors and women.

Providing the perspec-
tive of law enforcement,
Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Personnel
(Hq), Uttam Chand, deliv-

NEWS

ered a detailed appraisal
on the maintenance of
human rights standards
within prison facilities
and the safeguarding of
under-trial and convicted
prisoners.

He shared data regard-
ing precise legal interven-
tions and the rigorous
operational steps taken
by law enforcement agen-
cies to legally enforce
the constitutional and
human rights of vulner-
able groups, ensuring swift
action against any report-
ed atrocities.

Addressing the health-
care delivery landscape,
Prof. (Dr.) Arshad Hus-
sain, Head of the Insti-
tute of Mental Health and
Neurosciences (IMHANS),
GMC Srinagar, threw light
on the mental health infra-

structure across the Union
Territory. He outlined
current service patterns,
localized delivery gaps, and
structural expansions cur-
rently being undertaken.

Dr. Hussain highlight-
ed the transformative
prospects slated for the
region's mental health
sector following the com-
pletion of several major
development projects
presently in progress.

Following the multi-
departmental briefings, the
Special Rapporteur, NHRC,
expressed satisfaction over
the structural safeguards,
welfare programs, and
collaborative enforcement
steps executed by the
respective departments.

Further the Special Rap-
porteur enjoined upon the
concerned departments
and police officers to adopt
a more proactive approach
in reaching out to rural
and marginalized sections
of the society.

She advised the line
departments to constant-
ly refine their grievance
redressal mechanisms to
guarantee that public con-
cerns, particularly those
involving vulnerable class-
es, are processed in a highly
professional, smooth, and
prompt manner.

Workshop-cum-Pension Adalat held in
Kupwara to resolve Pensioners’ Grievances

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: The District
Treasury Office, Kupwara,
in collaboration with the
District Administration,

$_ Kupwara, Tuesday organ-

ised a Joint Workshop-
cum-Pension Adalat at the
Auditorium of Boys Higher
Secondary School (BHSS),
Kupwara, to facilitate the
speedy redressal of pend-
ing pension cases and
grievances of pensioners
and family pensioners.
The workshop was
inaugurated by Princi-
pal Accountant General,
Jammu and Kashmir, Jay
Prakash Narayan Singh,
in the presence of senior
officers from the Office of
the Principal Accountant
General, J&K, Drawing
and Disbursing Officers
(DDOs), Treasury Officers,
dealing assistants and a
large number of pension-
ers from across the district.
At the outset, District
Treasury Officer, Kupwara,

Mohammad Shafi Wani,
briefed the chair on the
district’s treasury profile
and the composition and
functioning of treasur-
ies across the district. He
highlighted the importance
of coordination among the
Treasury Department,
DDOs and other concerned
departments in ensuring
the smooth processing of
pension cases and efficient
delivery of treasury-relat-
ed services.

Addressing the partici-
pants, the Principal Accoun-
tant General emphasised
the need for Treasury Offi-
cers to intensify efforts to
create greater awareness
among stakeholders, includ-
ing DDOs, pensioners and
departmental functionar-
ies, about prescribed pro-
cedures and requirements
for the timely and accurate
preparation and compila-
tion of accounts.

He underscored the cru-
cial role of the Treasury
and Accounts Department

in the preparation and com-
pilation of the accounts of
the Union Territory Govern-
ment. He stated that accu-
rate and timely government
accounts reflect the admin-
istration’s financial position
and serve as an important
instrument for informed
decision-making, financial
accountability and main-
taining public trust in gov-
ernance.

Regarding pension-
related grievances, the
Principal Accountant
General stressed the need
for a pensioner-friendly
approach and called upon
the concerned Treasury
and Accounts Officers to
provide proper guidance
and assistance to pensioners
in completing the requisite
forms and documentation.
He also emphasised the
need to organise dedicated
awareness sessions to famil-
iarise pensioners with the
procedures for processing
pension and family pension
cases, thereby minimising

procedural delays and facili-
tating the timely settlement
of their claims.

He urged all participants
to make optimum use of
the workshop and ben-
efit from the guidance and
assistance provided by the
concerned officers. He also
stressed effective coordina-
tion among all stakehold-
ers to ensure transparent,
efficient and hassle-free
delivery of pension-related
services.

As part of the pro-
gramme, a dedicated ses-
sion for DDOs was con-
ducted to familiarise par-
ticipants with the relevant
procedures, documentation
requirements and other pro-
cedural aspects associated
with the preparation and
processing of government
accounts and pension cases.

A separate session was
organised for pensioners
and family pensioners,
providing them an oppor-
tunity to present their
grievances directly before

ADC Kulgam reviews implementation of COTPA-2003

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(ADC) Kulgam, Vikar
Ahmad Giri, Tuesday
chaired a meeting of the
District Level Coordina-
tion Committee at the
Mini-Secretariat, Kulgam,
to review the implementa-
tion of the Cigarettes and
Other Tobacco Products
Act (COTPA), 2003, under
the National Tobacco Con-
trol Programme (NTCP).
During the meeting, the

ensure strict compliance
with COTPA provisions
and directed the concerned
departments to maintain
tobacco-free zones in and
around educational institu-
tions and other public places
across the district. He called
for regular inspections of
institutions and enforce-
ment drives to check viola-
tions, particularly the sale
of tobacco products near
educational institutions.
The ADC further
stressed the need to
strengthen inter-depart-

ensure accountability at
the institutional level.
He directed that a senior
officer from the Mini-
Secretariat be assigned
responsibility for monitor-
ing compliance and ensur-
ing that the directions are
implemented effectively.

A review of the activi-
ties undertaken under the
National Tobacco Control
Programme was also held.
Chief Medical Officer,
Kulgam, apprised the meet-
ing of the enforcement
drives, challans issued,

ness activities conducted
in the district.

The meeting also
reviewed compliance with
Tobacco-Free Educational
Institution (ToFEI) guide-
lines, under which 269 edu-
cational institutions have
been declared tobacco-free.

The ADC emphasised the
importance of sustained
awareness campaigns, strict
enforcement and coordinat-
ed efforts by all concerned
departments to discourage
tobacco use and protect
public health, particularly

the concerned officers. Var-
ious issues raised by the
pensioners were examined,
and several grievances
were redressed on the spot.
The concerned officers also
provided guidance on the
requisite documentation
and further procedures
wherever necessary.

The Joint Workshop-
cum-Pension Adalat pro-
vided a platform for direct
interaction between pen-
sioners and the concerned
authorities, facilitating a
better understanding of
procedural requirements
and the resolution of pen-
sion-related issues.

The initiative reaffirmed
the commitment of the
District Treasury Office,
Kupwara, and the District
Administration, Kupwara,
to strengthening interde-
partmental coordination,
improving service delivery
and ensuring the timely
and effective redressal of
grievances of pensioners
and family pensioners.
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DC Ganderbal reviews District
Capex Budget 2026-27

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Gander-
bal, Shreya Singhal, Tuesday
chaired a meeting at the
Conference Hall, Mini Secre-
tariat Ganderbal, to review
the physical and financial
progress of works under
the District Capex Budget
2026-27, including the Regu-
lar Component, DDC, BDC,
PRI, ABPD, APDP, CDF and
Tribal Plan (UT Capex/DA-
JGUA).

During the meeting,
the Deputy Commissioner
reviewed the status of ongo-
ing works and expenditure
incurred under various com-
ponents and assessed the
progress achieved against
the approved targets. She
stressed the need for close
monitoring of all develop-
mental works to ensure
timely execution, quality
outcomes and effective utili-
sation of allocated funds.

The DC directed all con-
cerned departments and exe-
cuting agencies to expedite
the pace of work and ensure
that all approved projects are
completed within the stipu-
lated timelines. She empha-
sised that delays in execu-
tion must be identified and
addressed promptly through
effective coordination, regu-
lar field inspections and con-
tinuous monitoring.

Stressing financial dis-
cipline and accountability,
the Deputy Commissioner
directed the departments to
ensure transparent, timely
and proper utilisation of
funds in accordance with
the prescribed guidelines
and financial regulations.
She instructed the officers to
maintain updated records of
expenditure, ensure timely
submission of utilisation-
related information and
avoid unnecessary accumu-
lation of unspent funds.

The DC further stressed

that expenditure must cor-
respond with actual physi-
cal progress on the ground
and that the quality of works
should not be compromised.
The concerned executing
agencies were directed to
conduct regular inspec-
tions, monitor the pace of
implementation and ensure
adherence to approved spec-
ifications and established
standards.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of public-oriented
development, the Deputy
Commissioner called upon
all departments to prioritise
works that directly ben-
efit the general public and
strengthen essential infra-
structure. She underscored
the need for coordinated
efforts among the execut-
ing agencies to resolve bot-
tlenecks, facilitate timely
completion of projects and
ensure that the intended
benefits of developmental
schemes reach the people.
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir (UT)

Phone:-01933-295302

OFFICE OF THE EXEGUTIVE ENGINEER R&B DIVISION PULWAMA.

TENDER NOTICE

E-NIT No: 158/EEP/RNB/ of 2026-2027,/8198-8208 Dated: 27/10/2026

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT term e-tenders (In Single Cover system) are invited on %age Basis from approved and
eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Government for the following work : -

Adv. Cost Earnest | Time of Comple- Class of Major | Administrative call
S.No Name of Work Cost (Rs.| of T/D | Money (In | tioninworking Contract Head of Accord No:
Lacs.) (Rs.) %age.) Days Accounts | Approval No: i
Girls Middle School 0 . AAA:396-CHI- |
1 | Pulwama Minor Repairs | 1.00 | 200/- 2 A»czi;tAdv 20 working days | DEE M;IHEIM RAG OF 2026 clall
S No(246) DT 04-02-2026

given below:-

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions
of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www .jktenders. gov .in as per schedule of date

ADC stressed the need to mental coordination and fines realised and aware- among children and youth. 1. [Date of Issue of Tender Notice 27 -10-2026
Bid downloading Start Date 27-10-2026
Email ID: gmdic-srinagar@jk.gov.in Bid submission Start Date 27-10-2026

Bid Submission End Date
Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)

12-11-2026 upto 04:00 P.M
13-11-2026 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of the Executive Engineer R&B Div.Pulwama
Upload a Copy of Performance Security(PS)/ Tender Fee to be deposited in Account
N0:0470010200000099 IFSC: JAKAOLALANG) Account Name: Centralized Designated
Pooling JK Bank PW(R&B) Zone South .

In light of Circular issued by Finance department Vide No:FD-code/290/2026 Dated 22.05.2026 and circular issued by worthy

Chief Engineer PW(R&B)Department South Kashmir Vide order No:CE/R&B/SK/WS/2095-2111 Dated: 05.06.2026 ,the following

conditions are mentioned below:-

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document/Tender Fee to be deposited in Cash in Centralized Designated Pool-
ing JK Bank Account Bearing No: 0470010200000099, IFSC: JAKAOLALANG) . mentioning Name of work/Nit NO.

2. All the bidders must deposit Earnest money /Bid security equal to 2% of advertised cost in Cash in Centralized Designated

Pooling JK Bank Account Bearing No: 0470010200000099, IFSC: JAKAOLALANG) mentioning Name of work/Nit NO

The Successful bidder will have to provide performance security @ 5% of contract value to be deposited in Cash in Pulwama

MC Holding Account Executive Engineer R&B Division Pulwama JK Bank Account Bearing No: 0054010200003470, IFSC:

JAKAOGOLDEN), which shall be released after successful completion of DLP /maintenance period.

The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically

through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the

office of Executive Engineer R&B Div. Pulwama

The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of bids.

Website: industrieskashmir.nic.m
Phone:0194-2427478

S Eal g

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

DISTRICT INDUSTRIES GENTRE, SRINAGAR

IE BAMK, Mill Stop, Nowshera, Srinagar, Pincode-190011
(DEVELOPMENT SECTION)

PUBLIC NOTICE

M/s Uncle Advertisers, Hazuri Bagh Srinagar is formally registered with this office vide Registration No. 010307994 dated
18.02.2010 for the activity of " Glow Sign boards, Banners, and hoardings" as a proprietorship concern of Mr. Imtiyaz Ahmad Malik.

The promoter of the unit now intends to change the location of the unit from Hazuri Bagh to Green Globe Tower, Serive Lane 3.
Near S. R Plaza, Hyderpora Chowk Srinagar.

Therefore, any person having any objection(s) or claim(s) with regard to the proposed change of location of the unit may
submit the same in writing to the Office of the General Manager, District Industries Centre, Srinagar, within 07 (seven) days from
the date of publication of this notice.

In case no objection is received within the stipulated period, no objection/claim shall be entertained thereafter.

(Abid Igbal Maljk, JKAS)
General-Manager
District Industries Centre, Srinagar

Submission of Performance Securi-
ty(PS)/ Tender Fee

®

AT AT

DIPK-7090-26 Head Draftsman Technical Officer

DT:27/10/2026

Executive Engineer
R&B Division Pulwama

DIPK-7100-26
DT:27/10/2026

00 o ©CM K< o 000



CM K

& m—

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK 7 twitter.com/GMKashmir & www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

Good Morning

‘Kashmir

M 70th National School Games

J&K Tops Medal Tally with
4 Gold, 4 Silver, 5 Bronze

DG YSS Anuradha Gupta Felicitates Medal Winners at Closing Ceremony

GMK SPORTS DESK

GANDERBAL: The 70th
National School Games
Taekwondo Championship
concluded at (GCOPE) Gov-
ernment College of Physi-
cal Education, Ganderbal.

Director General YSS
J&K, Anuradha Gupta
attended the ceremony as
the chief guest and distrib-
uted medals and trophies
among the winners. Joint
Director Kashmir YSS,
Additional Secretary YSS,
Deputy Director Planning,
SGFI Official, convenors,
committee members and
other participating play-
ers were present on the
occasion.

J&K emerged as the
overall champion, secur-
ing 770 points, followed
by Maharashtra with
670 points and Haryana
with 500 points. Tamil
Nadu secured 310 points,
while Uttar Pradesh also
remained among the lead-
ing teams with 310 points.

In the boys' category
J&K secured first position,
followed by Maharashtra

(ONAL
N L GAMES

in second place and KVS
in third place. In the girls'
category Haryana clinched
first position, Maharash-
tra secured second place,
while CISCE finished third.
JK delivered an impres-
sive performance, winning
13 medals, comprising 4
gold, 4 silver and 5 bronze
medals & secured the over-
all championship title.
The Taekwondo event

DEPARTMENT
OF YOUTH

724

NATIONA
SCHOOL GAg#

S
DEPARIE
oF vd
SERV
& SPORTY.

was held from October
22 to October 26, 2026, fol-
lowing the Wushu event
conducted from October
15 to October 19, as part of
the 70th National School
Games hosted by the Direc-
torate of Youth Services
and Sports, J&K under the
aegis of the School Games
Federation of India (SGFT).

The Directorate ensured
comprehensive arrange-

SPORTS

ments for the successful
conduct of both national-
level sporting events under
the leadership and supervi-
sion of Director General YSS
J&K, Anuradha Gupta, IAS.

The championship con-
cluded on a positive note,
celebrating the sporting
talent, discipline and com-
petitive spirit of young
athletes from across the
country.
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You take hat off and say 'well played': Daryl
Mitchell on Abhishek's carnage in Wellington

IANS

WELLINGTON: New
Zealand all-rounder Daryl
Mitchell was full of praise
for India opener Abhishek
Sharma's 113-run knock
that helped the visitors reg-
ister a series-sealing win at
Hnry Stadium in Welling-
ton on Tuesday.

Mitchell highlighted
that Abhishek Sharma's
113 from 38 balls was the
difference in the 199-run
chase, as the Kiwis were
running out of options in
trying to restrict him and
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi,
who scored 45 from 19 balls
as well.

"I think 200 on that
(wicket); we were pretty
confident with it. I think,
obviously, we felt batting
first, the ball was prob-
ably sitting in the pitch a
little bit, and a bit of extra
bounce.

"So, we were hoping
that it would happen in the
second innings, dew factor
and all those sort of things.
But at the same time, yeah,
the way Abhishek played
was pretty special. So,
yeah, we'll take our hat off
to him and say well played
and look forward to Eden
Park," Mitchell told the
media in the post-match
press conference.

He added that the
innings was a very special
one and one which people
won't forget for a long
time. "Very special innings.
Some of that hitting was
world-class, and that's why
he is one of the best in the
world at what he does. So,
yeah, you take your hat
off and say 'well played'.

It was definitely his night,
and, yeah, I'm sure it's one
that people won't forget in
a long time," Mitchell said.

Mitchell's batting role
has changed in the series
as he has been batting at
No.3, up from the No.5,
No.6 positions he was used
to. He got a start in the first
T20I as he made 28 from 19
balls and had mini partner-
ships with Finn Allen and
Glenn Phillips, but made it

count big during the third
match with a career-best
T20 knock of 89 not out
from 52 balls.

Speaking on his new
role, Mitchell highlighted
that it is exciting for him
to play at No.3 with the T20
World Cup coming in near
two years.

"It's nice to contribute. I

think, to be up at that three
spot is something I haven't
done a hell of a lot for New
Zealand. So it's really excit-
ing, me leading into a T20
World Cup in two years.
But, yeah, I think it's nice
to contribute (in the) first
game. A great partner-
ship and sort of set the
tone early. And then to do
it again tonight, it's pleas-
ing, two out of three. You
always take that, so we'll

keep chipping away," he
added.

New Zealand are playing
T20Is after a long time, as
they last played the format
in May. Mitchell highlight-
ed that they could have
been up 2-1 in the series
despite playing after a long
time and also looked ahead
at the upcoming season.

New Zealand have a
busy international season
coming up with five ODIs
and two Tests lined up after
the ongoing five-match
T20I series, and then they
will travel to Australia for
four Test matches.

"I guess we haven't
played a lot as a group in
the last few months; there's
probably small moments
at games we look back on
that we wish we could have
again, which we could be
2-1 up if those moments
went our way. But, at the
same time, we pride our-
selves on our preparation,
and we know this is a big
summer for us ahead of us.

"We've obviously got five
ODIs and a couple of big
tests before we head off to
Australia as well. So, yeah,
it's an exciting summer for
us as Blackcaps, and it's
cool just to see the whole
country, I guess, get behind
us and the crowds that are
coming," he added.

Smiriti loses No.1 ODI batter spot,
Harmanpreet, Deeptirise in ICC rankings

IANS

DUBAI: India skipper
Smriti Mandhana lost
her position at the top of
the Women’s ODI batting
rankings, while Harman-
preet Kaur and Deepti
Sharma made significant
gains following their per-
formances in the ongoing
series against Zimbabwe.

South Africa captain
Laura Wolvaardt reclaimed
the No.1 spot in the ODI bat-
ting rankings after Mand-
hana lost valuable ranking
points for scores of 32 and
zero in India’s first two
matches against Zimbabwe.
Mandhana scored 32 in the
opening ODI before being
dismissed for a duck in the
second match.

India have already
clinched the three-match
series in Vadodara after
winning the first two
games, with several play-
ers making progress in the
latest rankings update.

Former India captain
Harmanpreet moved up
two places to eighth among
ODI batters, while Deepti
climbed four spots to 23rd
in the same category. Both
players scored centuries

in the second ODI, earn-
ing significant gains in the
rankings.

Deepti also moved up
two places to fourth among
ODI all-rounders and
gained one spot to eighth
in the ODI bowlers’ rank-
ings. India pacer Kranti
Gaud climbed two places
to 25th among ODI bowlers,
while young batter Pratika
Rawal rose seven spots to a
career-best 21st in the ODI
batting rankings.

India players also made
gains in the latest T20I
rankings. Shafali Verma
moved up one place to third
among T20I batters, while
Mandhana climbed one
spot to fourth following the
conclusion of India’s series
against Zimbabwe.

Zimbabwe players also

registered improvements

in the ODI batting rank-
ings. Modester Mupachikwa
moved up five places to 39th,
Chipo Mugeri-Tiripano
gained four spots to 47th,
while Beloved Biza made
the biggest jump among the
trio, rising 16 places to 56th.

Elsewhere, Australia’s
Ash Gardner climbed
nine places to 19th among
T201I batters following the
recent series against New
Zealand. Australian bowl-
ers Georgia Wareham
and Kim Garth moved up
to joint seventh and joint
10th, respectively.

New Zealand’s Bree
Illing rose six places to
17th among T20I bowlers,
while Nensi Patel climbed
to 29th following the trans-
Tasman series.

WPL 2027 auction: UP Warriorz eye squad overhaul
as 146 players go under the hammer in Kochi

IANS

NEW DELHI: With 27
slots up for grabs and sev-
eral prominent Indian and
overseas cricketers in the
fray, the Women’s Premier
League (WPL) 2027 auction
is set to trigger intense bid-
ding battles as the five fran-
chiseslook to complete their
squads ahead of the fifth
edition of the tournament,
beginning in January.

The auction, scheduled
to take place in Kochi on
Wednesday, will feature 146
players, with teams having
contrasting purse sizes and
squad requirements. UP
Warriorz will head into
the auction with the most
slots to fill, while defending
champions Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru (RCB), Delhi
Capitals (DC) and Gujarat
Giants (GG) will look to
make targeted additions
after retaining most of
their core players.

Among the players
expected to attract atten-
tion are Indian cricketers G
Kamalini, Sneh Rana and
Sushma Verma, along with
Australian stars Grace
Harris, Jess Jonassen and

Football: Betis, Valencia among five
La Liga clubs in Copa del Rey action

IANS

MADRID: Five La Liga
teams will face lower-divi-
sion opposition away from
home on Wednesday as the
first round of Spain's Copa
del Rey continues. Real
Betis, Valencia, Celta Vigo,
Alaves and Levante will all
be on the road under com-
petition rules that give
lower-division clubs home
advantage in the early
rounds.

Betis travel to the
Madrid region to face CDA
Navalcarnero, which com-
petes in the Segunda Fed-
eracion, Spain's fourth tier.

Betis coach Manuel Pel-
legrini is expected to make
extensive changes to his
starting lineup, although
competition regulations
require clubs to have at
least seven registered first-
team players on the field
throughout the match.

Celta Vigo also face
fourth-tier opposition
when they visit Salaman-
ca UDS, coached by former
Athletic Club captain Iker
Muniain, reports Xinhua.

Muniain was part of the
Athletic side that won the
2024 Copa del Rey, scor-
ing in the penalty shoot-
out against Mallorca as
the Basque club ended a
40-year wait for the trophy.

The former Spain inter-
national will be hoping for
a better result than Sala-
manca managed when the
teams met in December
2024, when Celta cruised
to a 7-0 away victory.

Levante visit fifth-tier
CD Tarancon, while Alaves

travel to the Basque town
of Azkoitia to face CD
Anaitasuna. Valencia are
also expected to progress
when they visit CFUE Tav-
ernes de la Valldigna, the
small club that competes
in the regional leagues of
the Valencian Community.

All five top-flight clubs
will be seeking to avoid an
early upset in a competi-
tion that has frequently
provided lower-league
sides with opportunities
to test themselves against
Spain's leading teams.

Thefirstround of Spain's
Copa del Rey involves 16
La Liga sides in action this
week. The knockout format
means that lower-division
clubs get home advan-
tage against top-flight
opponents in the opening
rounds, providing them
with an important source
of revenue and raising
hopes of a giant-killing act.

The first round features
clubs from across Spain's
football pyramid, includ-
ing several amateur and
regional sides that have
qualified through the pre-
liminary rounds and will
host La Liga opponents.

Cup holders Real
Sociedad, FC Barcelona,
Real Madrid and Atletico
Madrid, who will compete
in the Spanish Supercup in
February, are exempt from
the first two rounds.

The gulf in qual-
ity between amateur sides
and La Liga clubs makes
an upset unlikely, but the
competition offers players
from little-known small
clubs a night to remember.

Sophie Molineux.

UP Warriorz have
eight slots available and
a remaining purse of Rs
3.75 crore, putting them in
a position to make several
additions to their squad.
Mumbai Indians (MI),
meanwhile, have six slots
to fill but only Rs 90 lakh
left to spend, which could
make their auction strat-
egy more selective.

RCB, who won the previ-
ous edition, will have Aus-
tralian all-rounder Ellyse
Perry available for the
upcoming season and will
look to strengthen their
bench, particularly with
Indian backups, as they
aim to add another title to
their tally. Delhi Capitals
and Gujarat Giants will
also seek to address spe-
cific squad requirements
while retaining the nucleus
of their teams.

The auction comes at
a time when the WPL is
increasingly contributing
to India's talent pipeline,
with young players gaining
exposure to high-pressure
matches alongside interna-
tional stars.

India

vice-captain

Smriti Mandhana high-
lighted the league's role in
identifying emerging talent
and stressed the need to
develop promising players
into match-winners for the
national team.

“The WPL has been a
huge benefit in that we
have found quite a few
players in the WPL, but
now it's our responsibility
to figure out how we take
them forward and make
them into bigger match-
winners. We definitely have
exciting talent in our team
right now,” Mandhana said
on JioStar's programme
'Follow the Blues: The
Dawn of Captain Smriti'.

She added that eight to
nine players in the cur-
rent Indian setup are aged
between 19 and 24 and
have impressed in India
A matches. “They have all
played good cricket during
the India A series. We have
followed everything, and
they have played very good
cricket. So now it's on us
to take them forward and
make them lead the way for
India,” she said.

Former India cricketer
and JioStar expert Veda
Krishnamurthy expects
Indian wicketkeepers to
be among the players in
demand, with multiple
franchises looking to

strengthen their options
behind the stumps.

“I think Indian wicket-
keepers, especially, will be
in demand, with quite a few
teams looking for them.
There are a couple of domes-
tic players I'm interested in
seeing how they go about
things in the auction. Of
course, Sophie Molineux is

a big name to look forward gy

to, given the kind of expe-
rience she brings. She's
a match-winner and has
already won the WPL with
RCB,” Krishnamurthy said.

She also pointed to the
interest surrounding young
wicketkeeper G Kamalini
and the importance of fran-
chises identifying alterna-
tives for each role before the
bidding begins.

“The options and the
number of slots available
are very limited. Teams
know exactly what they're
looking for, so it's important
for them to filter the names
from the available cricketers
and identify their options.
They need to have at least
three or four names for each
proficiency because the
auction can go in any direc-
tion,” she added.
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