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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2

www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

Srinagar   Wednesday 14, October 2026 Vol: 17 Issue No: 243 Pages: 08 Price:  2/- (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa) RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

Rajnath Singh
@rajnathsingh

Had a wonderful meeting with the Vice Prime Minister and Minister of 
Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic, Mr. Karel Havlicek in New Delhi. 
We reviewed the entire spectrum of Defence Industrial Cooperation and 
we were pleased to note the progress and success of various Joint Ven-
tures. We also agreed to further expand this collaboration under the aegis 
of India-Czech Joint Defence Committee, to promote Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Around 1,200 Dengue 
Cases Reported In 
J&K This Year

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir has reported 
around 1,200 dengue cases 
so far this year, marking 
a considerable decline 
compared to the previous 
few years, even as health 
experts have urged people 
to remain vigilant against 
the mosquito-borne dis-
ease and take preventive 
measures.

Health experts cau-
tioned that despite the 
comparatively lower 
number of  cases, dengue 
can lead to serious, poten-
tially life-threatening 
complications if  warning 
signs are ignored or medi-
cal attention is delayed.

According to health 
data, J&K reported around 
3,000 dengue cases in 2025, 
7,000 in 2024, 6,403 in 2023 
and 8,269 in 2022—the high-
est number recorded in the 
Union Territory. The 2022 
outbreak also claimed 18 
lives. In comparison, cases 
were almost negligible 
more than a decade ago, 
with only two cases in 2009 
and none in 2010.

Doctors at Government 
Medical College (GMC) 
Jammu have advised 
people not to become P-06

      Winter Chill Grips Kashmir

Fresh Snowfall In 
Higher Reaches 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Higher reaches 
of  Kashmir received fresh 
snowfall, while the plains 
were lashed by rains on 
Tuesday, with the meteoro-
logical department forecast-
ing a wet spell over the next 
48 hours, officials said here.

Many areas in the higher 
reaches of  Kashmir received 
light to moderate snowfall 
as the valley came under the 
influence of  an active West-
ern Disturbance, they added.

The officials said fresh 
snowfall was reported from 
the tourist resorts of  Gul-
marg and Sonamarg as well 
as from the Zojilla Axis.

The plains, including Sri-
nagar, the summer capital of  
Jammu and Kashmir, were 
lashed by rains, which con-

tinued when the last reports 
came in, the officials said.

The fresh snowfall on the 
upper reaches of  Gulmarg 
marked another spell of wintry 
weather in the region, while 
intermittent rainfall and over-
cast skies prevailed across sev-
eral areas of the Valley.

Gulmarg experienced 
chilly conditions, with tem-
peratures hovering around 
10 degrees Celsius in the 
early afternoon, accompa-
nied by rainfall in the lower 
areas of  the resort.

According to the Meteoro-
logical Department, the pre-
vailing western disturbance is 
expected to bring light to mod-
erate rainfall at many places 
across Jammu and Kashmir, 
with snowfall over higher 
reaches, till October 15.

The weather P-06

Strengthen Operational Preparedness 
To Maintain Peace Across: DGP 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Calling on 
the officers to ensure 
effective coordination to 
address emerging secu-
rity challenges, Direc-
tor General of  Police 
Nalin Prabhat on Tues-
day directed them to 

strengthen operational 
preparedness to maintain 
peace and security across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Chairing an opera-
tional review meeting 
in hybrid mode at PCR 
Kashmir here, DGP Prab-
hat, according to the news 
agency—Kashmir P-06

No Scope For Terrorist ‘Safe 
Havens’ In India: Amit Shah
Says India Has Always Adopted Zero-Tolerance Policy Against Terrorism

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Asserting that 
there is no scope for terrorist 
“safe havens” in India, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah on 
Tuesday called for stronger 
regional cooperation among 
BIMSTEC member countries 
to combat terrorism, disrupt 
terror financing and pre-
vent terrorist networks from 
establishing their bases in any 
nation.

Addressing the first meeting 
of  home ministers of  the seven-
member regional grouping in 
New Delhi, Shah, according to 
the news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO) urged countries 
to strengthen intelligence-shar-
ing mechanisms and coordinate 
their efforts against terrorist 
networks, organised crime and 
cross-border activities.

He said India follows a policy 
of  “zero tolerance” towards ter-
rorism and called on member 
countries to ensure that their 
territories are not used to har-
bour, recruit or train terrorists, 
raise funds or plan activities 
against neighbouring states.

“India has always adopted a 

‘zero tolerance’ policy against 
terrorism,” Shah said, stress-
ing that the security arrange-
ments of  each member coun-
try should contribute to the 
security of  others.

He called for the timely 
exchange of  verified and action-
able intelligence on terrorists, 
their associates, financial chan-
nels and cross-border networks 
to strengthen regional security.

HM Shah also urged member 
countries to cooperate on 
mutual legal assistance and 
extradition, in accordance with 
their domestic laws and appli-
cable agreements, to ensure 
that those involved in criminal 
activities are brought to justice.

The Union Home Minis-
ter said terrorism, organised 
crime and drug trafficking were 
interconnected challenges that 
required coordinated action 
across the region.

He called for a “whole-of-
region approach” to tackle 
narcotics smuggling, pointing 
out that proceeds from the ille-
gal drug trade could be used to 
finance organised crime and 
terrorist activities.

“The diversion of  precursor 
chemicals and financial trans-
actions conducted through the 
dark web has made the chal-
lenge more complex, requiring 
closer cooperation among law 
enforcement agencies,” he said.

The Union Home Minister 
also sought coordinated efforts 
to combat human trafficking, 
cybercrime and financial fraud, 
and called for stronger informa-
tion-sharing P-06

"TIMELY INTELLIGENCE SHARING CAN STRENGTHEN REGIONAL SECURITY; DRUG 
proceeds used for terror financing, India does not believe in attacking other countries."

CM Reviews Arrangements 

For Darbar Move

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Tuesday 
reviewed arrangements for 
the Darbar Move Session 
2026–27 at a high-level meet-
ing, directing all concerned 
departments to ensure a 
smooth, secure and well-
coordinated transition of  
offices from Srinagar to 
Jammu, along with adequate 
facilities for employees.

The meeting was attended 
by Deputy Chief  Minister 

Surinder Kumar Choudhary, 
Chief  Secretary Atal Dulloo, 
Additional Chief  Secretary, 
Estates, Shaleen Kabra, 
Additional Chief  Secretary, 
Power Development Depart-
ment, Ashwini Kumar, Addi-
tional Chief  Secretary to 
the Chief  Minister, Dheeraj 
Gupta, Administrative Sec-
retaries, Inspector Gen-
eral of  Police, Traffic, J&K, 
Divisional Commissioners 
of  Kashmir and Jammu, 
Deputy Commissioners of  
Srinagar and P-06

NC Govt’s 2-Year Report Card
Ruling Party’s Key Commitments On Power, Water Remain Unfilled

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: In the 2024 Assem-
bly elections, the National Con-
ference had pledged to provide 
relief  from the power and water 
crisis faced by the people of  
Jammu and Kashmir. Two years 
into its tenure, however, the NC 
Government has delivered little 
on its core promises of  free elec-
tricity, water supply, and respite 
to industries from power tariffs. 
While certain schemes were 
announced to implement these 
commitments, most remain 
either unimplemented or diluted.

As per a copy of  the manifesto 
available, the NC had made eight 
promises regarding electricity 
and water for the people of  J&K. 
As the Government completes 
two years in office on October 16, 
2026,  the status of  these pledges 
and the actions taken by the Gov-
ernment over the past two years 

to fulfil them.
Free electricity: The NC man-

ifesto assured 200 units of  free 
electricity to households.

Action: In its first budget, the 
Government restricted the ben-
efit to Antyodaya Anna Yojana 
(AAY) families, who constitute 
about 8.6% of  the UT’s popula-
tion. Even this has not mate-
rialised, with the Government 
recently admitting in the Assem-

bly that the scheme is still at the 
tendering stage.

Transfer of  power projects: 
In its manifesto, the party had 
promised to seek transfer of  
hydro power projects from NHPC 
to J&K in line with recommen-
dations of  the PM’s Working 
Group. The Rangarajan Com-
mittee (2006), formally known as 
the Working Group on Economic 
Development of  P-06

RBI Will Continue 
Efforts To Keep Rupee 
Stable: FM Sitharaman

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman on 
Tuesday said the rupee has 
depreciated "significantly" over 
the past year and a half, and the 
RBI will continue its efforts to 
prevent excessive volatility in 
the domestic currency.

Speaking at the Bloomberg 
New Economy Forum 2026, 
Sitharaman said the rupee has 
reached a low against the US 
dollar, and the RBI is taking 
efforts through its regulatory 
powers to ensure the domestic 
currency stays stable.

"They are not trying to fix 
the rupee. They are trying 
to stop the volatility. And 
for that, there is a lot of  
effort from the RBI side. So, 
these efforts from the RBI... 
will continue not to...fix the 
rupee. We would appreciate 
it if  the rupee finds its own 
(value)," the minister said.

The Reserve Bank over the 
weekend announced a slew of  
measures to stem rupee fall.

The central bank 
announced the creation of  a 
special window for oil market-
ing companies, which will take 
the dollar demand away from 
the spot market and tightened 
rules governing forex deriva-
tives trades to curb specula-
tive bets against the rupee.

It also asked banks to 
create a 20 per cent P-06

Ladakh An Integral Part Of India, No 

Denial By China Can Change This: MEA

     ‘Don’t Circulate Videos Or News’

Indian Embassy 
Issues Fresh Advisory 
In Saudi Arabia

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Indian diplomatic 
missions in Saudi Arabia have 
issued fresh advisories to Indian 
nationals amid continuing flight 
disruptions, urging them to 
follow local safety instructions, 
avoid sharing videos or news 
related to the unfolding situa-
tion and check flight updates 
with airlines.

The advisories follow the sus-
pension of  services by several 
Indian airlines to Saudi cities 
until October 17 amid an evolv-
ing security situation.

The Indian Embassy in 
Riyadh has advised Indian 
nationals to remain calm and 
vigilant, stay indoors in the 
event of  an aerial attack and 
follow instructions issued by 
local authorities through offi-
cial channels. It has also urged 
them not to circulate or repost 
videos or news related to the 
ongoing events.

According to the Embassy, 
Air India and Air India P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

NEW DELHI: India on Tues-
day reiterated that the Union 
Territory of  Ladakh was an 
integral and inalienable part 
of  the country, asserting that 
no denial by China could 
change this position.

Responding to media que-
ries over comments made by 
the Chinese side on Ladakh, 
Ministry of  External Affairs 
(MEA) spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said India's position 
on the territory remained 
unchanged.

“It is reiterated that the UT 
of  Ladakh is an integral and 
inalienable part of  India. No 
amount of  denial by the Chi-
nese side can change this estab-
lished fact,” Jaiswal said.

Clarifying the Union gov-
ernment's recent announce-

ment concerning 28 places 
and geographical features in 
Ladakh, the MEA spokesper-
son said the Ministry of  Home 
Affairs' press release was self-
explanatory.

He said the 28 places and fea-

tures had been identified with 
standardised names on the offi-
cial map of the Survey of  India 
in consultation with the Union 
Territory administration and 
local stakeholders.

According to Jaiswal, the 

exercise was aimed at facili-
tating the accurate identi-
fication of  these places and 
improving public awareness 
about them.

The clarification comes 

amid differences between 
India and China over territo-
rial claims and developments 
relating to Ladakh. India has 
consistently maintained that 
Ladakh is an integral part of  
the country.

Fresh Snowfall Raises 
Hope For Strong Winter 
Season In Gulmarg
Tourists Enjoy Season's First Snowfall, 
Stakeholders Pin Hopes On Winter Rush

WARIS FAYAZ

SRINAGAR: Fresh snowfall 
in the upper reaches of  Gul-
marg has delighted tourists 
and raised hopes for a strong 
winter tourism season, with 
stakeholders expecting a 
surge in visitors to the famous 
ski resort in north Kashmir's 
Baramulla district.

The Affarwat slopes, home 
to the iconic Gulmarg Gondo-
la, received fresh snowfall on 

Tuesday, draping the moun-
tains in white and offering 
visitors an early glimpse of  
the region's winter charm.

Tourists were seen enjoy-
ing the snowfall, taking pho-
tographs and soaking in the 
snow-covered landscape.

"We are lucky to witness 
this," a group of  tourists 
from Delhi said.

The snowfall has also 
boosted optimism among 
tourism P-06

“IT IS REITERATED 
that the UT of Ladakh 
is an integral and 

inalienable part of India. 
No amount of denial by the 
Chinese side can change 
this established fact,” 



        CMYK        

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

NEWS
www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

DIPR, Islamia College organise awareness 

programme under NMA

MD NHM chairs 
Introductory review 
Meeting of NHM J&K
Stresses strengthening Healthcare Delivery and Infrastructure

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Athar Amir 
Ul Shafi Khan, Mission 
Director, National Health 
Mission (NHM), Jammu & 
Kashmir, Tuesday chaired 
a comprehensive introduc-
tory review meeting to eval-
uate ongoing performance, 
financial progress, human 
resource frameworks, and 
healthcare infrastructure 
across the Union Territory.

Reviewing annual finan-
cial planning, resource allo-
cations, and fund utilization 
patterns, the Mission Direc-
tor emphasized transparent 
and efficient fund manage-
ment to support robust 
healthcare delivery across 
all districts. Highlighting 
maternal and child health 
indicators, the meeting 
noted that J&K continues 
to maintain exceptional 
performance through high 
institutional deliveries and 
robust antenatal care cov-
erage supported by central 
and UT welfare schemes.

The review placed special 
focus on the extensive net-
work of  Ayushman Arogya 
Mandirs operational across 
the region, which success-

fully bring comprehensive 
primary healthcare, free 
essential drugs, diagnostics, 
and tele-consultations closer 
to grassroots communities. 
Significant progress under 
major capital works, includ-
ing the construction of Criti-
cal Care Blocks, Integrated 
Public Health Labs, and 
Block Public Health Units, 
was thoroughly assessed to 
ensure timely project com-
pletion and enhanced criti-
cal care capabilities.

The successful imple-
mentation of  the TB Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyan and the 
rollout of  Diplomate of  
National Board postgradu-
ate courses across district 
hospitals and community 
health centers were com-
mended as major mile-
stones that mitigate spe-
cialist shortages and reduce 
unnecessary tertiary care 

referrals.
Furthermore, the con-

tinuous operation of  the 
102/108 ambulance network, 
free dialysis services under 
the PM National Dialysis 
Programme, and the Tele-
MANAS mental health 
helpline, NP-NCD were 
acknowledged for providing 
seamless public services.

Urging officers to accel-
erate facility quality assur-
ance certifications, and 
ensure rigorous grassroots 
monitoring, Athar Amir 
Ul Shafi Khan stressed 
that continuous inter-
departmental coordination 
and streamlined medical 
supply chains remain vital 
to elevate public healthcare 
standards. He placed specif-
ic stress on improving the 
functioning of  RBSK, PC & 
PNDT, Tele-Sanjeevani, and 
DBT schemes.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In continua-
tion of  its series of  aware-
ness initiatives under the 
Nasha Mukt Abhiyan, the 
Cultural Unit Kashmir, 
Department of  Information 
and Public Relations (DIPR), 
in collaboration with Isla-
mia College of  Science and 
Commerce, Srinagar, Tues-
day organised an impres-
sive day-long awareness 
programme aimed at sen-
sitising students about the 
growing menace of  drug 
abuse and promoting a drug-
free society.

Principal, Islamia Col-
lege of  Science and Com-
merce, Dr. Aijaz Ahmad 
Hakak, emphasised that 
creating awareness about 
drug abuse is a collective 
responsibility and a prime 
duty of  every individual. 
He called upon students, 
teachers and civil society to 
work together to safeguard 
the younger generation 
from the devastating conse-

quences of  substance abuse.
Addressing the gath-

ering, Assistant Exhibi-
tion and Cultural Officer 
(AECO), Cultural Unit 
Kashmir, DIPR, Syed Sha-
keel Shan, urged students 
to reconnect with Kash-
mir’s rich Sufi heritage 
and the timeless teachings 
of  Sufi saints, which advo-
cate peace, compassion, 
discipline and moral integ-
rity. He stressed the impor-
tance of  respecting elders, 
following their guidance 
and strengthening moral 
character to resist nega-

tive influences and make 
responsible choices in life.

He also encouraged stu-
dents to remain focused on 
education, creativity, inno-
vation and social service, 
observing that a meaning-
ful and productive engage-
ment in life can play a vital 
role in preventing sub-
stance abuse and building 
a healthier society.

The programme featured 
impactful thematic skits, 
musical performances and 
awareness speeches pre-
sented by artists of  the Cul-
tural Unit Kashmir and NSS 

volunteers of  the college.
 Through creative 

expression and thought-
provoking presentations, 
the participants high-
lighted the harmful conse-
quences of  drug addiction 
and conveyed a strong mes-
sage in favour of  a healthy, 
responsible and drug-free 
lifestyle. The performanc-
es enthralled the audience 
and reinforced the impor-
tance of  collective action 
against substance abuse.

The event witnessed 
the participation of  fac-
ulty members, NSS offi-

cers, DIPR officers and a 
large number of  students, 
reflecting a shared commit-
ment towards the Nasha 
Mukt Abhiyan.

At the conclusion of  
the programme, memen-
toes and certificates of  
appreciation were pre-
sented to the participat-
ing students, artists and 
the Principal in recogni-
tion of  their contribution 
and support towards the 
awareness initiative.

 Prof. Wahid expressed 
gratitude to DIPR for col-
laborating with the col-
lege in organising the pro-
gramme. He appreciated 
the efforts of  the Cultural 
Unit Kashmir, the partici-
pating artists, NSS volun-
teers and faculty mem-
bers for making the event 
meaningful and impactful. 
He also reiterated the col-
lege’s commitment to sup-
porting initiatives aimed at 
creating awareness among 
youth and promoting a 
drug-free society.
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DC Ganderbal chairs Introductory Meeting
Calls for Teamwork, Accountability, Efficient Public Service Delivery

Athar Amir assumes Charge as 

Mission Director NHM J&K

KU Marks International Day 

for Disaster Risk Reduction
Experts Call for Household-Level Preparedness

ITI Seer Hamdan organises Cyber 
Awareness, Hygiene Session for Trainees

SDRF, F&ES conduct Live Rescue 
Demonstration in Guzarbal

EDP training of JKREGP beneficiaries 
concludes at JKBRSETI Kulgam

Minga Sherpa assumes 
charge as DC Jammu

DC Budgam chairs Introductory 
Meeting with District, Sectoral Officers

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Gan-
derbal, Shreya Singhal, 
Tuesday chaired an intro-
ductory meeting with dis-
trict and sectoral officers at 
the Conference Hall, Mini 
Secretariat Ganderbal, to 
review departmental func-
tioning, discuss key priori-
ties and strengthen inter 
departmental coordination 
for effective delivery of  
public services.

During the meeting, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
interacted with the officers 
and took stock of  the func-
tioning of  their respective 
departments, ongoing devel-
opmental activities and key 
administrative priorities. 
She emphasised the impor-
tance of  coordinated efforts 
among all departments 
to ensure effective gover-
nance and timely delivery 
of  public services.

The DC appreciated the 
teamwork and coordinated 
efforts of  the district admin-
istration and stressed that 
collective responsibility, 
mutual coordination and 
a shared commitment to 
public service are essential 
for taking the district for-
ward. She called upon all 
officers to work as one team, 
maintain close coordination 
and ensure that develop-
mental initiatives translate 
into tangible benefits for the 
people.

Stressing the need for 
swift and efficient execu-
tion of  official work, the 
DC directed the officers to 
ensure timely disposal of  
matters, expedite develop-
mental works and avoid 

unnecessary delays in deci-
sion-making and implemen-
tation. She emphasised that 
public grievances must be 
addressed promptly and 
that the administration 
must remain accessible, 
responsive and sensitive 
to the needs of  the general 
public.

The Deputy Commission-
er further stressed upon all 
officers to discharge their 
duties with honesty, integ-
rity, dedication and a strong 
sense of  accountability. She 
underscored the importance 
of  transparency in admin-
istrative functioning and 
directed the officers to take 
responsibility for the tasks 
assigned to them and ensure 
their timely completion.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Athar Amir 
Ul Shafi Khan, Tuesday 
formally assumed charge 
as the Mission Director, 
National Health Mission 
(NHM), Jammu & Kash-
mir, at the State Health 
Society, NHM Office, Old 
Secretariat, Srinagar.

 Upon his arrival, he was 
warmly welcomed by the 
NHM staff, reflecting their 
enthusiasm and strong con-
fidence in his leadership.

He took over the charge 
from outgoing Mission 
Director, Akriti Sagar, who 
was present on the occa-
sion and provided a brief  
overview of  the ongoing 
operations and functioning 
of  the office. The joining 

ceremony was also attend-
ed by the Director Planning 
NHM J&K, FA & CAO SHS 
NHM J&K, Divisional Nodal 
Officer NHM Kashmir, and 
other senior officers of  
NHM.

Addressing the officers 
and staff  during his inau-
gural address, Athar Amir 
Ul Shafi Khan underscored 
the critical importance of  

teamwork, innovation, and 
a people-centric approach 
in healthcare delivery. He 
reaffirmed his unwavering 
commitment to the core 
objectives of  the National 
Health Mission, ensur-
ing accessible, affordable, 
and quality healthcare for 
every resident of  Jammu 
& Kashmir.

Highlighting the Union 
Territory's unique geo-
graphical and logistical 
healthcare challenges, the 
newly appointed Mission 
Director called for collective 
efforts and innovative solu-
tions. He emphasized that 
the health and well-being 
of  the people of  J&K will 
remain the absolute central 
focus of  all future NHM ini-
tiatives and programs.
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KULGAM: Entrepreneur-
ship Development Pro-
gramme (EDP) training for 
36 beneficiaries under the 
Jammu and Kashmir Rural 
Employment Generation 
Programme (JKREGP) of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Khadi 
and Village Industries Board 
(JKKVIB) concluded Tuesday 
at RSETI Kulgam.

The concluding ceremony 
was presided by Viqar Ahmad 
Giri, Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC), Kulgam in 
the presence of  the Direc-
tor, JKB RSETI Kulgam, 

and the District Officer, JK 
KVIB, Kulgam. 36 beneficia-
ries, whose loan cases have 
been sanctioned under the 
JKREGP scheme, are associ-
ated with projects involving a 
total Margin Money subsidy 
of ₹1,06,29,500.

During the concluding cer-
emony, the ADC, along with 
the other dignitaries, distrib-
uted training completion cer-
tificates among the beneficia-
ries upon successful comple-
tion of the EDP training.  The 
programme aimed to equip 
aspiring entrepreneurs with 
essential entrepreneurial 
skills, business management 

techniques, financial literacy 
and the practical knowledge 
required to establish and 
manage their respective busi-
ness ventures successfully.

Viqar Ahmad Giri appre-
ciated the initiative aimed at 
promoting entrepreneurship 
and self-employment among 
the beneficiaries and encour-
aged them to make effective 
use of the training received to 
establish sustainable business 
ventures. He emphasised the 
importance of entrepreneur-
ship in generating employ-
ment opportunities and con-
tributing to the socio-econom-
ic development of the district.
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BANDIPORA: As part of  a 
series of  public awareness 
programmes, the State 
Disaster Response Force 
(SDRF) and Fire and Emer-
gency Services (F&ES) 
conducted a live rescue 
demonstration at Panchay-
at Ghar, Guzarbal, to sensi-
tise the public about safety 
measures and emergency 
response during drowning 
incidents, floods and other 
disaster situations.

During the demonstra-
tion, the teams showcased 

various rescue techniques 
and educated participants 
about essential safety pre-
cautions and appropriate 
response measures to be 
adopted during emergen-
cies to prevent loss of  pre-
cious lives.

Officials from the Rev-
enue Department, Flood 
Control, SDRF, Police, Fire 
and Emergency Services, 
District Information Office 
and Control Room partici-
pated in the programme. 
Teachers, students and 
local residents were also 
present on the occasion.
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JAMMU: Minga Sherpa, 
Tuesday assumed office 
as Deputy Commissioner, 
Jammu.

Soon after joining, the 
Deputy Commission-
er took a round of  the 
DC Office complex and 
inspected the functioning 
of  different sections. He 
took stock of  the working 
environment and stressed 
punctuality, discipline and 
responsiveness in public 
dealing.

He later held an interac-
tion with the officers of  the 
district administration and 

took a review of the overall 
administrative set up. He 
discussed key sectors and 
the ongoing developmental 
and public service delivery 
activities in the district. He 
directed the officers to work 
in coordination to ensure 
effective and timely deliv-
ery of services to the people.
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BUDGAM: Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Budgam, Jatin 
Kishore, Tuesday chaired an 
introductory meeting with 
district and sectoral officers 
to review ongoing develop-
mental works and the imple-
mentation of  government 
schemes across the district.

The meeting was attended 
by CPO Budgam, ACR, CEO, 
CMO, SDMs, SEs, Tehsildars, 
BDOs, and other sectoral offi-
cers from various departments.

During the meeting, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
reviewed the progress of  
ongoing projects, depart-
mental performance and the 
implementation of  key gov-
ernment schemes, including 
JKCIP, HADP, PMAY, Mission 
Yuva, Agristack, Solid Waste 
Management, Udyam Jagrati, 
RDDs and DLC cases.

He directed all executing 
agencies to ensure timely 
completion of  developmen-

tal works while maintaining 
quality standards. He also 
instructed officers to work 
with sincerity and dedication, 
ensure saturation of targets 
and cover all eligible ben-
eficiaries under government 
welfare schemes within the 
stipulated timelines.

The Deputy Commissioner 
further directed officers to 
ensure timely tendering of  
all approved works so that 
projects are taken up and 
completed without delay.

Emphasising effective 
monitoring, the Deputy Com-
missioner called for regular 
reviews of major infrastruc-
ture projects and schemes to 
identify and resolve bottle-
necks. He instructed officers 
to closely monitor progress 
and ensure that all assigned 
targets are achieved in a 
time-bound manner. He also 
highlighted the importance 
of  public participation in 
planning and implementing 
development initiatives.

IRFAN TILGAMI

SRINAGAR: Emphasizing 
that effective disaster miti-
gation begins within fami-
lies and local communities, 
the University of  Kashmir 
(KU) observed the Inter-
national Day for Disaster 
Risk Reduction at its main 
campus on Monday under 
the theme ‘Resilience 
Starts at Home.’

The event was orga-
nized by the Department 
of  Geography and Disaster 
Management (DGDM) to 
highlight the critical role 
of  public awareness, sci-
entific planning, and com-
munity participation in 
minimizing the loss of  life 
and property during natu-
ral and human-induced 
emergencies.

Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, Kashmir Univer-
sity Vice-Chancellor Prof. 
Nilofer Khan stressed that 
institutional readiness 
must be paired with proac-
tive individual action.

"Disaster preparedness 
begins with awareness and 
responsible action at the 
individual and family levels," 
Prof. Khan said, urging edu-

cators and researchers to 
help communities adopt 
simple, reliable safety mea-
sures to build resilience from 
the grassroots up.

KU Registrar Prof. 
Naseer Iqbal underscored 
the responsibility of  aca-
demia in risk reduction, 
stating that educational 
institutions must actively 
equip young people with 
the skills and mindset 
needed to respond swiftly 
during crises.

Prof. Shamim Ahmad, 
Registrar of the Islamic Uni-
versity of  Science and Tech-
nology (IUST), called for 
institutional synergy, noting 
that "scientific understand-
ing, greater awareness, and 
strong inter-institutional 
coordination are essential 
to strengthening disaster 
preparedness across the 

region."
Addressing the techni-

cal dimensions of  hazard 
mitigation, Prof. Ghulam 
Jeelani, Dean of  the School 
of  Earth and Environmen-
tal Sciences, highlighted 
the importance of  study-
ing local geographical and 
environmental vulner-
abilities. He noted that 
informed spatial planning 
and grassroots partici-
pation remain the most 
effective tools to mitigate 
regional hazards.

Earlier, welcoming 
the gathering, Head of  
the DGDM Prof. G.M. 
Rather reflected on the 
global significance of  the 
observance, while faculty 
member Dr. Mohammad 
Shafi Bhat briefed attend-
ees on the core objectives 
of  the initiative.
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ANANTNAG: Industrial 
Training Institute (ITI) 
Seer Hamdan organised 
a Cyber Awareness-cum-
Hygiene Session for its 
trainees with the objective 
of  sensitising them about 
the safe, responsible and 
secure use of  digital tech-
nologies.

The session focused on 
creating awareness among 
trainees about the impor-
tance of  cyber hygiene, 
online safety and adopting 
responsible digital prac-
tices in an increasingly 
technology-driven world. 
The initiative aimed to 
equip students with essen-
tial knowledge and practi-
cal precautions to protect 
themselves from cyber 
threats, online frauds and 
potential misuse of  digital 
platforms.

The trainees were sensi-
tised about the importance 
of  creating strong pass-
words, safeguarding their 

personal and sensitive 
information, and avoiding 
the unnecessary sharing 
of  private details on online 
platforms. They were also 
advised to exercise caution 
while accessing unfamil-
iar websites, downloading 
applications and interact-
ing with unknown individ-
uals online.

Emphasis was laid on 
remaining vigilant against 
suspicious links, fraudu-
lent messages, phishing 
emails and unauthorised 
applications that may com-
promise personal informa-
tion or lead to financial and 
digital security risks. The 
trainees were encouraged 
to verify the authenticity 
of  online communications 
before clicking on links, 

sharing information or 
downloading files.

The session further 
highlighted the need to 
develop responsible digi-
tal habits, maintain pri-
vacy on social media and 
use internet-based services 
judiciously. The trainees 
were urged to remain alert 
to emerging cyber threats 
and follow basic cyber 
safety measures in their 
daily lives.

The awareness pro-
gramme formed part of  
the institute's efforts to 
promote digital literacy 
and ensure that trainees 
are equipped with the 
knowledge and skills nec-
essary to navigate the digi-
tal environment safely and 
responsibly.

Drugs Control Deptt conducts major 

Enforcement Drive across Shopian

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Drugs Control 
Department Shopian car-
ried out an enforcement 
drive across multiple areas 
in District Shopian, includ-
ing Nagisharan, Hajipora, 
Lundoora, Hermain, Alam-
ganj, DK Pora, Imam Sahib 
and Adkher under the 
supervision of the Assistant 

Drugs Controller, Shopian.
During the inspections, 

officials thoroughly verified 
compliance with the Drugs 
& Cosmetics Act, 1940, scru-
tinizing records for sched-
uled formulations, CCTV 
operation, computerized 
billing and overall licensing 
conditions.

Five medical shops were 
closed on the spot for vio-

lations observed during 
inspection.

Additionally, licensees 
were strictly instructed to 
maintain proper purchase 
and sales documentation 
and to dispense habit-form-
ing medicines exclusively 
against valid prescriptions 
from Registered Medical 
Practitioners to prevent 
drug diversion and misuse.
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Dr Jitendra  Interacts with DC 
over Bhalla-Sani road accident

GMK NEWS NETWORK

DODA: Union Minister Dr 
Jitendra Singh Tuesday inter-
acted with Deputy Commis-
sioner Doda Krishan Lal over 
the Bhalla-Sani road accident 
and directed that best possible 
medical care be provided to the 
injured.

Pertinently, four persons 
had sustained injuries in the 
accident involving a mini-bus in Bhalla-Sani area 
earlier today. All the injured were referred to Asso-
ciated Hospital, GMC Doda, where they are admit-
ted and stated to be stable.

During the telephonic conversation, Dr Singh 
enquired about the condition of  the injured and 
emphasized that all necessary treatment and assis-
tance be ensured at GMC Doda.

The Deputy Commissioner apprised the Union 
Minister of  the situation and assured that the dis-
trict administration will facilitate proper treatment 
and all required support to the injured.

Lal Chowk Post Office will 
remain open for 12 hours for 
booking of Mail

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a major step towards improving 
public convenience, the Lal Chowk Post Office in Sri-
nagar will remain open from 9 am to 9 pm, instead of  
the existing timings of  9 am to 5 pm.

The extended working hours will enable custom-
ers to avail themselves of  mail and parcel booking 
services beyond 5 pm.The initiative is aimed at pro-
viding better postal services to shopkeepers, business 
establishments and tourists visiting Lal Chowk, one 
of  Srinagar’s busiest commercial hubs.

Shri Adam Mohiuddin, IPoS, Senior Superinten-
dent of  Post Offices, said "Extension of  working hours 
is intended to make postal services more accessible 
and convenient for people, particularly those unable 
to visit the post office during regular working hours."

Shri Mohiuddin said the extended timings would 
provide shopkeepers with greater flexibility to book 
their mail and parcels after completing their business 
activities during the day. Tourists visiting the city 
would also benefit from the facility, as they would 
have additional time to access postal services.

The move is expected to improve customer conve-
nience and strengthen the delivery of  postal services 
in the Lal Chowk area. By keeping the post office oper-
ational until 9 pm, the department aims to cater to 
the needs of  a wider section of  the public and ensure 
greater accessibility to essential postal facilities.

CM Omar meets 
delegations, individuals 
at Civil Secretariat
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SRINAGAR: Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah 
Tuesday met several dele-
gations and individuals at 
the Civil Secretariat here 
and discussed issues relat-
ing to film promotion, 
industrial infrastructure, 
regional development, 
education and youth 
empowerment.

Onir, filmmaker asso-
ciated with Anticlock 
Films, Mumbai, called 
on the Chief  Minister 
and discussed matters 
concerning the promo-
tion and development of  
the film sector in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

A delegation com-

prising Lokesh Kumar 
Gupta, General Manag-
er, IRCON, also met the 
Chief  Minister and dis-
cussed possibilities for 
expanding IRCON Inter-
national Limited’s role in 
industrial infrastructure 
development in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Mehnaaz A.G. Nadi-
adwala, author, social 
activist and Founder and 
Trustee of  the Mehnaaz 
A.G. Nadiadwala Foun-
dation (MAGN Founda-
tion), called on the Chief  
Minister and discussed 
initiatives aimed at 
the progress, develop-
ment and welfare of  the 
region.

A delegation led by 

Mudassir Mushtaq 
Raina, Manager Opera-
tions, Unacademy Kash-
mir, apprised the Chief  
Minister of  the Wisdom 
Aptitude Talent Hunt 
(WATH), an educational 
initiative aimed at iden-
tifying, nurturing and 
empowering talented 
youth across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Major General Anu-
pinder Bevli, VSM, Addi-
tional Director General, 
NCC Directorate J&K 
and Ladakh, also called 
on the Chief  Minister 
and expressed gratitude 
for the support extended 
by the government to the 
NCC Directorate J&K 
and Ladakh.

No order on uniform Friday sermons, says Waqf Chief
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu 
and Kashmir Waqf  Board 
chairperson Darakhshan 
Andrabi on Tuesday denied 
that the board had issued 
any directive requiring 
imams to deliver sermons 
on specific topics, saying 
religious scholars and 
preachers were free to 
decide what they wanted to 
discuss. BookLocal Tours

Defending the proposal 
for mosques and shrines 
under the board to address 
common social issues 
during Friday sermons, 
Andrabi said the initiative 
was intended to tackle prob-
lems such as drug addiction, 
suicide and other social 
concerns affecting young 
people.

“Jammu-Kashmir Waqf  
Board is a religious board. 
It includes religious preach-
ers, mosques, shrines, and 
scholars. If  we do not talk 
about the problems in our 
society, who will?” she said.

She maintained that the 
decision on sermon topics 
rested with imams and 
religious scholars, not the 
board or political leaders. 
Kashmirtourism packages

“Here, Dr Syed Dara-
khshan Andrabi does not 
take decisions. Our schol-

ars, preachers, imams and 
khateebs take decisions on 
religious matters,” she said.

Explaining the ratio-
nale behind the proposal, 
Andrabi said a common 
theme could help amplify 
the impact of  sermons on 
local communities.

“If  there is a particular 
problem in Srinagar, and it 
is discussed in 10 mosques, it 
will have an impact on soci-
ety, on that young person 
and on the present genera-
tion,” she said.

Similarly, she said, 
imams could address specif-
ic problems in other areas, 
including drug addiction, 
by devoting a few minutes 
to the issue during their ser-
mons. ExploreHistory

Andrabi rejected allega-
tions that the initiative was 
being driven by the BJP or 
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS), insisting that 

there was no political or gov-
ernment interference.

“There is no role of  any 
government machinery in 
this. Nor will Darakhshan 
Andrabi decide anything. 
The imams themselves will 
decide what their role will 
be,” she said.

She also referred to the 
remarks of  Mirwaiz Umar 
Farooq, who had addressed 
social evils during his 
Friday sermon at Srinagar's 
Jamia Masjid.

“I was very happy to see 
that Dr Umar Farooq Sahib 
has also stressed this before 
us. He is saying exactly the 
same thing: that we need to 
talk about social evils and 
focus on one topic so that it 
has an impact on society,” 
Andrabi said. BookLocal 
Tours

Her remarks came 
amid criticism of the Waqf  
Board's reported move to 

encourage uniform themes 
for Friday sermons, with 
political leaders question-
ing whether the board could 
direct religious preachers 
on what to say.

Andrabi dismissed calls 
to withdraw the decision, 
arguing that no binding 
order had been issued.

“What decision? Which 
decision? What rule has 
been issued? Can imams 
not speak for themselves 
now? Will our politicians 
not allow imams to speak 
for themselves if  they want 
to stop social evils?” she 
said.

Asked whether the board 
had issued any directive, she 
said it had not.

“No directive has gone 
from here. At that time, 
all the scholars said that if  
they want to speak against 
drugs in Poonch, they will. 
It is their choice. They may 
also choose not to speak,” 
she said.

Andrabi said the pro-
posed discussions could 
also cover issues such as dif-
ficulties faced by women in 
getting married and the cut-
ting of  beards, adding that 
religious scholars would 
determine which subjects 
to address.

“If  our politicians want 
there to be no discussion 

on drugs, no discussion on 
social evils, no discussion on 
daughters who are not get-
ting married, then let there 
be no discussion,” she said.

She urged political lead-
ers to refrain from politicis-
ing religious matters and 
defended the board's work 
over the past four years.

“Our aim is to make the 
Jammu-Kashmir Waqf  
Board number one, and in 
these four years we have 
done work that nobody had 
done before. We have not 
allowed politics to enter it,” 
she said.

Andrabi also accused 
political leaders of  oppos-
ing the board's initiatives 
for political reasons, adding 
that she remained confi-
dent in the judgment of  the 
imams and scholars associ-
ated with it.

“I am very satisfied with 
our imams because what-
ever decision they take will 
be right, and it will be their 
own choice,” she said.

She reiterated that the 
board would continue work-
ing on religious and social 
issues for as long as she 
remained its chairperson.

“We are working for the 
Deen, and we will continue 
working for the Deen as 
long as I am in this chair,” 
she said.

CS Education reviews academic 

initiatives, infrastructure at 

GDC Hiranagar

Ramesh Kumar assumes 

charge as Secretary RDD&PR
Reviews progress of flagship rural development schemes

Secretary Tourism reviews 

functioning of SKICC
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SRINAGAR: Secretary 
Tourism, Avny Lavasa, 
Tuesday, chaired an intro-
ductory meeting to review 
the overall functioning, 
management and opera-
tional capability of  the 
Sher-i-Kashmir Interna-
tional Convention Centre 
(SKICC), the premier 
Government-run interna-
tional convention centre in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

On arrival, the Sec-
retary was accorded a 
warm welcome by SKICC 
officials led by the Direc-
tor General, SKICC, Mufti 
Fareedudin. Before the 
meeting, she toured the 
entire Centre to get a first-
hand feel of  its facilities 
and infrastructure.

During the meeting, the 
SKICC management gave a 
detailed presentation on the 

Centre's operational capa-
bility, its importance as a 
leading MICE (Meetings, 
Incentives, Conferences and 
Exhibitions) destination, 
and other key aspects of  its 
functioning. The Director 
General briefed the Secre-
tary on the current status 
of  bookings, the revenue 
structure and the Centre's 
future plans.

Issues relating to the 
promotion of  SKICC and 
its MICE services were 
also discussed. The Secre-

tary gave a patient hearing 
to the issues raised and 
assured all possible sup-
port to take SKICC to new 
heights as a world-class 
convention destination.

The Secretary was 
accompanied by senior 
officers of  the Depart-
ment, including Special 
Secretary Tourism, Suraj 
Parkash Rukwal, JKAS, 
Director Planning and 
Director Finance. The 
meeting concluded with a 
vote of  thanks.

J&K Govt Authorises Mining Officers to 

File Complaints Before Special Courts

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Government 
has authorised designated 
officers of  the Geology and 
Mining Department to file 
written complaints before 
special courts in cases 
involving illegal mining 
and violations of  minor 
mineral rules.

The authorisation, 
issued by the Mining 
Department through a 
notification dated Octo-
ber 12, empowers officers 
at different levels to ini-
tiate complaints within 
their respective jurisdic-
tions under Rule 83 of  
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Minor Mineral Concession, 
Storage, Transportation 

and Prevention of  Illegal 
Mining Rules, 2016.

According to the notifi-
cation, the Director, Geol-
ogy and Mining, J&K, will 
have jurisdiction across 
the Union Territory and in 
districts where the District 
Mineral Officer is below 
the rank of  Assistant Min-
eral Officer.

Joint Directors of  Geol-
ogy and Mining in Jammu 
and Kashmir divisions will 
exercise powers within 
their respective divisions, 
while Deputy Directors 
will be authorised to file 
complaints within their 
respective jurisdictions.
Read History

Other officers of  the 
department posted in dis-
tricts will also be empow-

ered to file complaints, 
provided they hold a rank 
not below that of  Assistant 
Mineral Officer.

In a further measure 
aimed at strengthening 
enforcement, the govern-
ment has authorised any 
officer of  the department 
not below the rank of  
Assistant Mineral Officer 
who detects an illegal-
ity or violation during an 
inspection in any district to 
file a complaint before the 
competent Special  Court 
having jurisdiction over 
the offence.

The notification refers 
to the Special Courts des-
ignated through Govern-
ment Order S.O. 302 of  
2025, dated November 27, 
2025.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KATHUA: Commissioner 
Secretary Education, Ram 
Niwas Sharma, Tues-
day visited the Govern-
ment Girdari Lal Dogra 
Memorial Degree College, 
Hiranagar and reviewed its 
institutional profile, infra-
structure, academic facili-
ties and achievements.

During the visit, Prin-
cipal Dr. Pragya Khanna 
gave a detailed PowerPoint 
presentation highlighting 
the college’s institutional 
growth, academic initia-
tives, infrastructure, stu-
dent achievements and 
future development plans.

The college also pre-
sented its institutional 
compendium, “Navprivar-
tan”, a chronicle of  trans-
formation, documenting its 
journey of  growth, innova-
tion and development. The 
brochure of  an upcoming 
national conference was 
also shared, underscoring 
the institution’s commit-
ment to promote research, 
academic discourse and 
intellectual engagement.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary appreciated the col-
lege’s initiatives, including 
the Institution’s Innova-
tion Council (IIC), Unnat 
Bharat Abhiyan, skill 
development programmes 

and Memoranda of  Under-
standing (MoUs) with the 
institutions and organisa-
tions across the country 
to strengthen academic 
collaboration and broaden 
opportunities for the stu-
dents. He also took note of  
the college’s achievements 
in sports, students’ partici-
pation in hackathons and 
efforts to foster innova-
tion, creativity, entrepre-
neurship and experiential 
learning.

Interacting with the stu-
dents, Ram Niwas Sharma 
encouraged them to set 
clear goals, pursue their 
ambitions with dedica-
tion and work relentlessly 
towards achieving success. 
He advised them to explore 
diverse career avenues, 
including opportunities in 

the government sector and 
entrepreneurship while 
emphasising the impor-
tance of  commitment, per-
severance and self-belief.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary expressed appre-
ciation for the well-main-
tained college campus and 
the effective utilisation of  
available space and infra-
structure for academic 
purposes. He lauded the 
institution’s efforts to opti-
mise the existing resources 
and provide a conducive 
environment for teaching, 
learning and the overall 
development of  students.

SDM Hiranagar Phulail 
Singh, CEO Kathua Kewal 
Krishna and Tehsildar 
Hiranagar Anoop Kumar 
were also present on the 
occasion.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Ramesh 
Kumar Tuesday formally 
assumed charge as Secre-
tary, Rural Development 
Department and Panchayati 
Raj (RDD&PR), Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Following his assumption 
of  office, Ramesh Kumar 
convened an interactive 
meeting with the senior offi-
cers and officials at the Civil 
Secretariat, Srinagar. They 
discussed the department's 
priorities, ongoing initia-
tives and the way forward for 
strengthening rural devel-
opment and Panchayati Raj 
institutions across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Secretary in RDD, 
Rachna Sharma, Director 
Finance, Umar Khan, Joint 
Director Planning, Kamal 
Kumar, Additional Secre-
tary RD&PR, Waseem Raja 
and Under Secretaries of  the 
department.

The Secretary reviewed 

the operational status 
and progress achieved 
under several flagship pro-
grammes, including the 
Viksit Bharat–Guarantee 
for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-
sion (Gramin) (VB-G RAM-
G), Pradhan Mantri Awaas 
Yojana–Gramin (PMAY-G), 
National Rural Livelihood 
Mission (NRLM), Integrat-
ed Watershed Management 
Programme (IWMP), Rash-
triya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan 
(RGSA) and Himayat.

The review focused on 
taking stock of  the depart-
ment's ongoing initiatives 
and reinforcing the imple-
mentation of  programmes 
aimed at improving the rural 
livelihoods, strengthening 

Panchayati Raj institutions, 
creating rural infrastruc-
ture, providing housing 
assistance to eligible house-
holds and expanding liveli-
hood opportunities for rural 
youth and women.

Emphasising the fun-
damental mandate of  the 
Rural Development Depart-
ment, the Secretary said that 
the department primarily 
serves the rural population 
and must remain focused 
on addressing the needs and 
aspirations of  people at the 
grassroots level. He directed 
the officers to accord priority 
to projects and interventions 
that deliver direct, visible 
and measurable benefits to 
the public.

KPDCL Announces Power 

Shutdowns Across Kashmir
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Kashmir 
Power Distribution Corpora-
tion Limited (KPDCL)  Tues-
day announced scheduled 
power shutdowns on several 
transmission and distribu-
tion lines in Kashmir during 
October and early Novem-
ber, affecting multiple areas, 
including parts of South and 
Central Kashmir.

According to an official 
notification issued by the 
Chief Engineer, Distribution, 
KPDCL, power supply to areas 
served by the 33 kV Alas-
teng–Nagbal line will remain 
affected from 9 am to 3 pm on 
October 14, 17 and 19.

The affected areas include 
Shuhama, Bakura, Fethapora, 

Gadoora, Tulbagh, Chundhu-
na, Saloora, Sherpathri and 
adjoining localities.

The shutdown of the 132 kV 
Habbak–Badampora transmis-
sion line, covering towers 67–71 
and 75–78, will also affect power 
supply to Shuhama, Bakura, 
Darend, Nagbal, Fethapora, 
Gadoora, Tulbagh, Chundu-
na, Saloora, Sherpathri and 
adjoining areas from 9 am to 3 
pm on October 14, 17, 18, 19 and 
21. Meanwhile, the 33 kV Awa-
ntipora–Sangam-II line will 
remain shut from 9 am to 3 pm 
on October 17, 22 and 24. The 
affected areas include Siamoh, 
K-Koot, Kiagam, Hariparigam, 
Chakoora, Gulzarpora, Panz-
gam, Railway and adjoining 
localities.

Power supply to Hajin, 

Preng, Madwan, Banyar, Hak-
bara, Chandergeer and adjoin-
ing areas will be affected from 
11 am to 3 pm on October 15 and 
19 due to the shutdown of the 33 
kV Badampora Army line.

The Chief  Engineer has 
also announced a shutdown 
of the 132 kV Kangan–Badam-
pora transmission line from 9 
am to 3 pm on October 31 and 
November 2 and 4. The affect-
ed areas will include Beehama, 
Arampora, Arch, Nunner, 
Manigam, Duderhama, Mals-
haibagh, Wayil, Gutlibagh 
and adjoining localities. In a 
separate update, KPDCL said 
the approved shutdowns of  
the 33 kV HMT line and the 
33 kV Nehalpora–Markundal 
line, scheduled for October 14, 
had been cancelled.

MVD Pulwama intensifies 
checking drives across Pulwama

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: On the direc-
tions of  Transport Com-
missioner J&K, Vishesh 
Paul Mahajan, Enforce-
ment Squad of  the Assis-
tant Regional Transport 
Office (ARTO) Pulwama 
carried out a vehicle 
checking drive today along 
the Newa and Ring Road 
stretches in Pulwama.

 The drive targeted traf-
fic rule violations to ensure 
road safety and illegal vehi-
cle trade practices across 
the area.

During the inspection, 
the squad recommended the 
suspension of  three driving 
licences and three vehicle 
registration certificates. 
In addition, one registra-
tion certificate was recom-

mended for blacklisting. A 
total amount of  Rs 56,000 
is expected to be recovered 
from the violators as com-
pound penalties.

In a related action, the 
team inspected Alamdar 
Automobiles located at 
Rajpora, Pulwama. The 
dealership was found oper-
ating without the required 
authorization for selling 
vehicles. The enforcement 
squad issued a formal 
warning to the manage-
ment and shut down the 
premises immediately for 
unauthorized commercial 
activity.

The Enforcement Squad 
stated that these inspection 
drives will continue on a 
regular basis to enforce 
transport regulations 
throughout the district.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com

Editor, Owner, Printer, Publisher 
Javed Ashraf Shah

Associate Editors
Suhail Mir 

Sulaiman Muhammed Shah

Legal Advisor 

Bashir Sidiq

Bureau Chief  Jammu: 

Harbans Nagokay

R.N.I No: JKENG/2010/36998

Regd No: 109555

Office  No: 0194-3593724
Email: 

goodmorningkashmir@gmail.com

Office Address: 

B-11, Budshah Flats, Jehangir 

Chowk, Srinagar-190001

Printed at:
Khidmat Offset Printing 

Press, The Bund, Srinagar
Published From: 

Main Bus Stand, Near Masjid Rehmat, 
Lal Bazar, Srinagar - 190023

Layout Designer
Aijaz Ahmad Dar

www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

EDITORIAL

Protect The Harvest, 
Prepare For Winter

K
ashmir’s autumn has begun to show signs of an 
approaching winter, with rain, gusty winds and light 
snowfall expected over the higher reaches of Jammu 
and Kashmir over the next few days. While such changes 
are part of the Valley’s seasonal cycle, the timing of this 

spell makes it particularly important for farmers, fruit growers and 
people travelling through mountainous areas.
According to the Meteorological Centre Srinagar, unsettled weather 
is likely to continue from October 13 to 15, with light to moderate 
rain and thunderstorms at many places and light snowfall over 
higher elevations. Although dry weather is expected to return after 
a brief possibility of rain on October 16, the immediate concern is 
how well the region prepares for the approaching spell.
For Kashmir’s farming community, October is no ordinary month. 
Apple growers are busy gathering the season’s produce, while 
paddy farmers are bringing their crops home after months of hard 
work. Much of a family’s annual income may depend on what is 
harvested and safely stored during these crucial weeks. A spell of 
rain and strong winds can therefore mean more than a change in 
weather; it can threaten livelihoods already exposed to rising costs 
and uncertain market returns.
The advisory asking farmers to store harvested apples, paddy and 
other crops safely is timely. But advice alone may not be enough. 
Not every farmer has access to adequate storage facilities, and many 
small growers have limited resources to protect their produce from 
sudden weather changes. The agriculture and horticulture depart-
ments must remain accessible, ensure that warnings reach villages 
promptly and provide practical assistance wherever possible.
Apple growers, in particular, need a clear window to complete har-
vesting and move their produce to markets. Any disruption at this 
stage can add to transportation costs and increase the risk of losses. 
The administration should keep a close watch on road conditions 
and ensure that weather-related disruptions do not unnecessarily 
delay the movement of fruit.
The situation in the higher reaches deserves equal attention. Light 
snowfall over mountain passes and important roads may affect 
traffic, particularly in areas where weather conditions can change 
rapidly. Travellers and transporters should check official advisories 
before setting out, while traffic authorities must keep road users 
informed about changing conditions. For residents of remote areas, 
road connectivity is not simply a matter of convenience; it is often 
essential for access to medical care, food and other necessities.
There is also a need for precautionary measures in towns and 
villages. Gusty winds can damage weak structures, bring down 
branches and disrupt electricity supply. The concerned depart-
ments should inspect vulnerable locations and remain prepared to 
respond quickly to complaints and emergencies. Such preventive 
steps may appear routine, but they can spare people considerable 
hardship when the weather turns unfavourable.
The forecast of generally dry weather from October 17 to 24 offers 
some relief. Yet it should not encourage complacency. Kashmir 
has repeatedly experienced how quickly weather conditions can 
change, particularly in the mountains. Preparedness must be based 
on official forecasts and ground conditions rather than assumptions 
about how the next few days will unfold.
There is no reason for people to panic over the latest forecast. Rain 
and snowfall are natural features of Kashmir’s changing seasons. 
What matters is whether the administration, farmers and the public 
take the necessary precautions in time. A weather advisory serves its 
purpose only when people understand the risks and the concerned 
departments act on the information.
For a farmer, protecting the harvest may mean protecting an entire 
year’s earnings. For a truck driver, it may mean avoiding a danger-
ous mountain route. For a family in a remote village, it may mean 
ensuring that essential supplies remain accessible.
As autumn slowly gives way to winter, Kashmir must take these 
warnings seriously. The weather may be beyond human control, 
but avoidable losses and unnecessary hardship are not inevitable. 
Timely action, effective coordination and public awareness can 
make a real difference.
The test is not merely whether we receive a weather warning, but 
whether we act before the rain and snow arrive.

The Academic Rankings Trap
How The Battle For Ranking Diminishes The Pursuit Of Higher Learning

BHABANI SHANKAR NAYAK

P
olicymakers in higher education, 
the majority of  university 
leaders, and managers—Vice 
Chancellors, Deans, and Heads 
of  Departments—are neither 

trained to conduct research nor qualified to 
teach, yet they frame policies for learning 
and teaching, research strategies, and 
norms for ranking institutions, teacher 
performance, and research outputs and 
evaluate impacts. Such bureaucratic and 
managerial interventions have reduced 
institutions of  higher learning to merely 
marketplaces of  useless regulations, 
compliances and certificates. It is not 
surprising that the entire higher education 
sector is directionless and functions like 
degree mills and qualification-selling shops 
offering last-chance discounts.

There are no winners in the battle to rank 
teaching, research, and institutions of  higher 
learning. In this rat race of  the ranking game, 
there is no finishing line and no winner; 
there is only the creation of  a toxic culture of  
performance in the pursuit of  a meaningless 
number in the ranking factory. That number 
does not reflect critical contributions to 
knowledge that address issues concerning 
the essence and emancipation of  human 
beings and their society. The managers of  
higher education use ranking numbers 
to inflate their pay and bonuses, whereas 
teachers and researchers are left having to 
enlarge the lenses of  their glasses to read and 
write to participate in this academic hunger 
game. This perverse managerial game is 
designed to control  and destroy research and 
new knowledge production—a slow process 
that takes time to brew—but ignorant and 
arrogant managers replace that slow process 
with a culture of  instant coffee, in which 
so-called essentialist publications in well-
ranked journals are meaningless in terms of  
their contribution to advancing knowledge 
and social progress.

The business of  ranking is a zero-sum 
game in which victory is an academic 
illusion that lacks even basic human 
excitement. The metrics and methodology 
used in the ranking of  teaching, research, 
and institutions are not only flawed but also 

fail to understand the local institutional and 
individual contexts in which research and 
teaching take place. The league tables and 
the scoring of  research and teaching do not 
represent socially meaningful education. 
There are more than 25 global rankings of  
universities, yet they have failed to produce 
quality in research and teaching. It is the 
normative nature of  the sector that is 
difficult to measure or represent through 
numbers. However, reckless ranking 
continues as if  it were a prestigious exercise, 
when in reality it is designed to expand the 
commercialisation and commodification of  
education, learning, and teaching.

The compliance regimes embedded in 
teaching and research ranking frameworks 
take away valuable time from knowledge 
production and dissemination. In such an 
environment, both students and teachers suffer, 
and the quality of both research and teaching 

declines. A poem, a piece of art, a photograph, 
a physics paper, a philosophical treatise, or 
economic-model-driven research each has its 
own importance within its own discipline and 
audience; measuring these outputs in terms 
of reductionist numbers within the empirical 
tradition distorts their distinct purposes.

The ranking regime is fundamentally based 
on a culture of  compliance performance 
rather than performance in research and 
teaching. The entire ranking exercise is 
designed to domesticate creativity and the 
research culture, promoting a certain type 
of  knowledge while silencing critical voices 
within research and teaching—because 
critical voices question power and reject its 
dominant narratives. The intellectual priority 
of  the ranking regime is to create research 
outputs and narratives concomitant with 
funding agencies and regimes of  power. It 
prioritises the objectives of  the establishment 
rather than investigating issues that affect 
people and their everyday lives.

The idea of  emancipatory knowledge 
creation and dissemination is pushed to the 
margins and often abandoned by universities 
in the name of producing quick, Mickey Mouse 
impact cases. The ranking exercise replaces the 
fundamental questions of teaching and research 
in higher education with ranking questions, in 
search of positions and numbers in an Excel 
sheet managed by people without any form 
of academic credentials. The ranking regime 
creates conditions that replace critical thought 
with simple, meaningless numbers and scores.

The objective and subjective questions 
of  life are filtered by the ranking regime, 
which reshapes teaching and learning so 
that education becomes a commodity for 
sale and profit rather than a pursuit of  
knowledge. The question here is not about 

the flawed aims, objectives, ideas, data, and 
methodology behind the ranking regime, but 
about the absolutely unnecessary ranking 
exercise itself. This battle of  ranks does 
not contribute to the growth of  universities 
or institutions of  higher learning. It only 
serves the purpose of  the higher education 
market, where managers make profits while 
students and teachers lose their space and 
freedom to pursue knowledge and skills that 
fulfil both the essence and emancipatory 
logic of  life.

Rankings do not reflect the quality of  
research and teaching. They accelerate 
university managers’ marketing strategies 
to grab money from students through 
student fees and from governments through 
research funding and grants. They help 
elite institutions capture the lion’s share 
of  public money, whereas local institutions 
continue to suffer from structural funding 
marginalisation shaped by the ranking of  
teaching and research. Institutions that 
were established, and individuals who 
were trained, to pursue knowledge for 
the greater common good in society are 
now chasing the number of  publications, 
funding applications, and a make-believe 
research culture and environment designed 
to attract funding. This rat race destroys the 
conditions of  research and teaching.

Despite the misleading nature of  rankings, 
managers and governments continue to 
support the culture of  ranking. The shallow 
nature of  ranking destroys societal trust in 
institutions of  higher learning, because they 
behave like marketplaces in pursuit of  ranking 
instead of  producing the critical research 
necessary for knowledge dissemination. 

The ranking exercise destroys the 
cooperative conditions necessary for 
both research and teaching as a collective 
activity. Rankings deepen a toxic culture of  
performance and competition and replace 
the collaborative culture of  knowledge 
production. The empiricist culture promoted 
by rankings destroys the critical culture of  
knowledge creation and dissemination. The 
biased and dubious data used in ranking 
undermine universities and public trust 
in these institutions of  higher learning. 
Therefore, all forms of  ranking exercise 
that ranks teaching, teachers, research, 
researchers, journals and publishers need 
to be abandoned for good. 

Bhabani Shankar Nayak works as 
Professor of  Business Management, 

Guildhall School of  Business and Law, 
London Metropolitan University, UK. He 
can be mailed at bhabani79@gmail.com

Double Standards: A Crisis Of Global Credibility

LALIT GARGG
 

B
e i n g  a  g l o b a l 
super power does 
not entitle a nation 
to impose its will on 
the world or allow its 

might to become an instrument of  
coercion. The true worth of  power 
lies in responsibility, fairness and 
credibility, not in the number of  
countries a nation can threaten 
or pressure. Unfortunately, the 
policies of  US President Donald 
Trump have raised a fundamental 
question before the international 
community: will the world 
order be governed by rules and 
principles, or by the convenience 
and self-interest of  powerful 
nations? Trump’s recent decision 
to purchase Russian diesel has 
brought this contradiction into 
sharp focus. On October 9, 2026, 
following a conversation with 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, Trump announced that 
Russia would immediately supply 
more than 300,000 tonnes of  
diesel to the American and global 
markets. Further supplies of  
500,000 tonnes in November and 
one million tonnes subsequently 
were also announced. The US 
administration granted temporary 
relief  from restrictions on Russian 
diesel imports, according to 
international media reports.

The irony is unmistakable. Until 
recently, the United States had 
been reprimanding countries for 
purchasing Russian oil. India, in 
particular, faced an additional 25 
per cent tariff  over its Russian oil 
imports, while tougher measures 
against countries engaged in 
Russia’s energy trade were also 
proposed. The Lindsey O. Graham 
Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act of  
2026, passed by the US Congress, 
provided a legislative basis for the 
possibility of  additional tariffs 
on countries purchasing Russian 

energy. Yet the same America is 
now opening its doors to Russian 
diesel under pressure from 
domestic energy requirements and 
rising fuel prices. The question 
is not whether the United States 
has the right to secure fuel for its 
people. Every sovereign nation has 
that right. The real question is why 
a decision portrayed as morally 
indefensible when taken by India, 
allegedly financing Russia’s war 
machinery, becomes a matter 
of  national necessity when 
America makes it. Does morality 
change at national borders? Are 
international rules meant only for 
weaker nations?

The central contradiction in 
Washington’s approach lies in its 
selective interpretation of  energy 
sanctions. The United States has 
repeatedly linked Russian energy 
purchases to the financing of  the 
war in Ukraine. Yet when rising 
diesel prices began burdening 
American farmers, truckers and 
consumers, the administration 
turned to the very source it had 
urged others to avoid. According 
to Reuters, diesel prices in 
the United States had reached 
approximately $6.28 per gallon 
on October 8. With the midterm 
elections scheduled for November 
3, rising fuel costs have become a 
political challenge for the Trump 
administration. This reveals the 
difference between rhetoric and 
reality. When India purchases 
Russian oil to protect its economy, 
energy security and millions 
of  consumers, it is lectured on 
international morality. But when 
American voters face expensive 
fuel, those same principles recede 
into the background, giving way 
to national interest. What kind 
of  policy demands adherence 
to principles from others while 
creating exceptions for oneself ? 
Preaching is easy; practising 
the same standards is far more 
difficult.

The Hindi proverb “Par 
Updesh Kushal Bahutere”—
many are adept at preaching 
to others—aptly captures this 
American inconsistency. A 
country that expects the world 
to respect international rules 

must demonstrate consistency, 
transparency and accountability in 
its own conduct. Double standards 
do more than weaken the moral 
standing of  a powerful nation; 
they also erode the confidence of  
its allies and strategic partners. 
For India, the issue is particularly 
significant. The country depends 
heavily on imported petroleum 
to meet its energy needs. Oil 
procurement is therefore not 
merely a commercial transaction; 
it directly affects the national 
economy, inflation, transportation, 
agriculture, industry and the 
everyday lives of  ordinary 
citizens. Rising global oil prices 
increase the cost of  fuel, freight 
and essential commodities. India’s 
energy security consequently 
depends on reliable supplies, 
affordable prices and the freedom 
to make decisions in accordance 
with its national interests. 
Ignoring these considerations 
under pressure from a superpower 
would be neither practical nor 
prudent. Purchasing Russian oil 
does not automatically amount 
to endorsing the war in Ukraine, 
just as questioning the fairness or 
effectiveness of  energy sanctions 
does not mean defending military 
aggression. These are distinct 
issues that must be assessed 
independently.

Efforts to end the war, safeguard 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and protect 
civilian lives remain essential. At 
the same time, the effectiveness 

and fairness of  economic 
sanctions deserve impartial 
scrutiny. If  energy purchases are 
considered a means of  financing 
war, the same standard must 
apply to every country. Targeting 
weaker nations or geopolitical 
rivals while permitting exceptions 
when domestic circumstances 
demand them undermines the 
very moral justification offered 
for such restrictions. Trump’s 
decision has also provoked 
concern in Ukraine. President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has 
criticised the move as beneficial 
to Russia, arguing that it could 
provide Moscow with additional 
resources to sustain the war. The 
decision has drawn criticism from 
American lawmakers as well. 
Trump’s subsequent suggestion 
that Zelenskyy should be replaced 
as Ukraine’s leader has further 
complicated the situation.

The question of  who leads a 
sovereign nation belongs to its 
people and its constitutional 
framework. If  the United States 
presents itself  as a champion 
of  democracy and freedom, it 
must also respect the political 
sovereignty of  other countries. 
Peace initiatives deserve support, 
but placing disproportionate 
pressure on a nation already 
suffering from war cannot be 
considered just or constructive. 
This episode offers the world 
an important lesson: being a 
superpower and being a trusted 

power are two different things. The 
former derives from economic, 
military and political resources; 
the latter is earned through 
fairness, consistency, integrity 
and responsible conduct.

The United States remains one 
of  the world’s most influential 
economic and political powers. 
However, repeated inconsistencies 
in its policies risk damaging 
its international standing and 
undermining confidence in its 
leadership. The familiar maxim, 
“As you sow, so shall you reap,” 
applies not only to individuals 
but also to nations. A country 
that disregards the consequences 
of  its own double standards may 
eventually find its credibility 
diminished and its influence 
weakened. If  Washington 
considers purchasing Russian 
diesel a legitimate response to its 
domestic economic needs, it must 
acknowledge that India and other 
nations have an equally legitimate 
right to protect their energy 
security. The principles applied to 
one country cannot be dismissed 
when another invokes them. 
Fairness in international relations 
requires common standards, not 
selective exemptions.

India, too, must draw the 
appropriate lessons from this 
development by strengthening its 
energy security, economic resilience 
and strategic autonomy. Neither 
blind opposition to another country 
nor unquestioning support for a 
powerful ally serves the national 
interest. What matters is the 
independent assessment of  every 
decision in the light of  national 
priorities, international peace and 
universally applicable principles. 
Ultimately, power can compel the 
world to yield for a time, but only 
just and consistent conduct can win 
lasting trust. America’s greatest 
challenge today is not merely to 
demonstrate its strength, but to 
preserve its credibility. History 
judges nations not simply by the 
magnitude of their power, but by the 
integrity, wisdom and responsibility 
with which they exercise it.

The author can be mailed at 
lalitgarg11@gmail.com

That number 
does not 
reflect critical 

contributions to 
knowledge that address 
issues concerning 
the essence and 
emancipation of  
human beings and 
their society.
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PM Package And The Question Of Dignity

     Nostalgia 

The Streets Remember What We Forget

OMKAR DATTATRAY

T
he recent order of  the 
Department of  Migrant 
Relief, Rehabilitation and 
Reconciliation (DMRR&R), 
reportedly stipulating a 

series of  preconditions for Prime Min-
ister’s Package employees before they 
can take possession of  transit accom-
modation, has raised serious questions 
about the very philosophy and purpose 
of  the return and rehabilitation policy 
for displaced Kashmiri Pandits. The 
controversy is not merely about an affi-
davit, a few administrative clauses or 
the formalities attached to government 
accommodation. At its core lies a far 
more consequential question: whether 
a policy conceived to facilitate the dig-
nified return, rehabilitation and rein-
tegration of  displaced employees into 
the Valley is gradually being reduced 
to a labyrinth of  bureaucratic condi-
tionalities, thereby defeating the very 
objective for which it was formulated. 

The Prime Minister’s Package was 
never intended to be an employment 
arrangement in isolation. It was con-
ceived against the larger backdrop of  
displacement, insecurity and prolonged 
separation from the native habitat of  
Kashmiri Pandits. Employment in 
the Valley was envisaged as an impor-
tant instrument of  rehabilitation, but 
employment alone could never consti-
tute comprehensive rehabilitation. A 
person cannot reasonably be expected 
to return to a difficult and security-
sensitive environment merely on the 
strength of  an appointment order while 
being left to grapple with the funda-
mental question of  safe and dignified 
accommodation. Employment, security 
and residential stability were therefore 
intrinsically intertwined components 
of  the rehabilitation architecture. It is 
against this backdrop that the construc-
tion of  transit accommodation for PM 
Package employees assumes particular 
significance. 

These quarters were not conceived 
as an ordinary governmental housing 
scheme detached from any social or 
rehabilitative purpose. They were cre-
ated precisely to facilitate employees 
who had returned or were expected to 
return to Kashmir in order to discharge 
their official responsibilities. Govern-
ment ownership of  these properties is 
unquestionable, and the administra-
tion is entirely justified in prescribing 
reasonable regulations for their occu-
pation, maintenance, security and 
eventual vacation. No employee can 
legitimately claim an unrestricted pro-
prietary interest in government accom-

modation. Conditions prohibiting sub-
letting, unauthorised transfer, misuse 
of  premises, non-payment of  legitimate 
charges or violation of  security regula-
tions are perfectly understandable and 
administratively defensible.

The difficulty, however, arises when 
routine regulation of  government 
property begins to metamorphose 
into an elaborate mechanism of  con-
ditionality that potentially dilutes the 
substantive purpose of  rehabilitation 
itself. An affidavit should ordinar-
ily constitute a solemn declaration or 
undertaking concerning lawful occu-
pation and responsible use of  govern-
ment property. It should not become an 
instrument through which an employ-
ee is compelled, as a precondition for 
obtaining possession, to acquiesce in 
provisions that disproportionately cur-
tail legitimate rights, create excessive 
uncertainty or effectively transform 
an entitlement flowing from a govern-
ment rehabilitation arrangement into 
a discretionary favour. 

The distinction is fundamental. The 
government undoubtedly possesses 
the authority to regulate its property, 
but administrative authority cannot 
be divorced from administrative pur-
pose. A government accommodation 
constructed specifically for PM Pack-
age employees must be administered 
in a manner consistent with the policy 
objective that occasioned its construc-
tion. If  the conditions imposed upon 
the intended beneficiaries are so oner-
ous, precarious or restrictive that they 
render possession uncertain or reha-
bilitation illusory, then the administra-
tion must introspect whether proce-
dure has begun to eclipse purpose. The 
irony becomes even more pronounced 
when one considers the protracted 
history of  these transit quarters. PM 
Package employees have waited for 
years for suitable accommodation, 
with projects facing delays, incomplete 
infrastructure and repeated extensions 
of  deadlines. 

Many employees have continued to 
live in rented premises despite serving 
in the Valley under circumstances that 
have often involved substantial person-
al and familial insecurity. When, after 
such prolonged waiting, accommoda-
tion finally becomes available, posses-
sion ought logically to represent the 
culmination of  an important chapter 
in the rehabilitation process. It should 
not become the threshold of  another 
bureaucratic ordeal in which the 
employee is presented with an array 
of  conditions before being permitted to 
occupy a quarter constructed specifi-
cally for that purpose.

The word “transit” itself  deserves 
scrutiny. Transit accommodation is, 
by its very nomenclature, temporary. 
Yet when employees have spent years 
serving in Kashmir, facing uncer-
tainty and security concerns, per-
petual dependence upon temporary 
arrangements raises a deeper policy 
contradiction. Rehabilitation implies 
the restoration of  stability, dignity 

and a reasonable degree of  normalcy. 
If  an employee remains permanently 
suspended between displacement and 
rehabilitation, with accommodation 
itself  continuing to be precarious, the 
terminology of  rehabilitation begins 
to acquire an almost semantic char-
acter rather than a substantive one. A 
genuinely rehabilitative policy cannot 
be confined to the proposition that a 
displaced employee has been provided 
a government job in Kashmir. Return 
is not merely physical movement from 
one geographical location to another. 
Nor can rehabilitation be reduced to 
the issuance of  appointment orders, 
posting directions and residential allot-
ments shorn of  human considerations. 

Genuine rehabilitation necessarily 
encompasses security, accommodation, 
dignity, institutional support, social 
reintegration and a reasonable sense 
of  permanence. To expect employees to 
return and serve while simultaneously 
subjecting them to conditions that create 
an atmosphere of  perpetual uncertainty 
would amount to reducing rehabilitation 
to a bureaucratic abstraction. Security 
assumes particular importance in this 
context. PM Package employees have 
historically expressed concerns regard-
ing their safety, and the administration 
itself  has had to deliberate upon security 
arrangements for transit accommoda-
tions. In such circumstances, secure gov-
ernment housing cannot be treated as a 
mere perk or conventional service ben-
efit. It is intrinsically connected with the 
viability of  the rehabilitation policy. An 
employee who is expected to discharge 
official duties in Kashmir must have a 
reasonably secure place to live. 

The provision of  such accommoda-
tion is therefore not simply an act of  
governmental generosity; it is part 
of  the infrastructure necessary for 
making the return policy operational. 
The affidavit requirement, therefore, 
deserves to be examined not merely 
by reading individual clauses in isola-
tion but by assessing the cumulative 
burden that they impose upon the 
employee. Every condition should sat-
isfy the elementary tests of  necessity, 
reasonableness and proportionality. Is 
it genuinely necessary to protect gov-
ernment property? Is it rationally con-
nected with the legitimate administra-

tive objective? Is the burden imposed 
upon the employee proportionate to 
the interest the government seeks to 
safeguard? If  a particular condition 
is intended merely to prevent misuse, 
it can ordinarily be justified. But if  it 
creates arbitrary insecurity of  tenure, 
imposes disproportionate liabilities or 
restricts legitimate avenues of  griev-
ance redressal, its inclusion demands 
considerably greater justification.

There is also a larger question of  
administrative propriety. A substantive 
government policy should not be imper-
ceptibly diluted through an affidavit 
presented to beneficiaries at the stage of  
taking possession. If eligibility and allot-
ment are governed by established gov-
ernment orders and transparent criteria, 
beneficiaries should not discover, at the 
final stage, that additional conditions have 
been superimposed upon their possession. 
Such a practice can create the unfortu-
nate impression that an employee is being 
asked to surrender legitimate protections 
in exchange for something that the reha-
bilitation framework itself contemplated 
providing. The administration, of course, 
must safeguard public property. But there 
is no inherent contradiction between pro-
tecting government assets and preserv-
ing the dignity and legitimate interests of  
employees. 

A carefully drafted undertaking can 
prohibit subletting, unauthorised occu-
pation, transfer, misuse and structural 
damage; require adherence to security 
protocols and payment of  prescribed 
charges; and provide for vacation when 
lawful entitlement ceases. None of these 
objectives requires the creation of con-
ditions that undermine the fundamental 
spirit of rehabilitation. The matter is 
therefore not one of government versus 
employees, nor should it be reduced to an 
adversarial contest between administra-
tive authority and individual demands. 
The real issue is whether governmental 
power is being exercised in consonance 
with the declared purpose of the policy. 
The administration possesses authority, 
but authority carries with it an obligation 
to act reasonably, transparently and con-
sistently with the objectives for which the 
relevant scheme was created.

After decades of  displacement, a 
Kashmiri Pandit employee returning 
to the Valley under the Prime Min-

ister’s Package should not be made 
to feel that the very accommodation 
intended to facilitate that return is an 
uncertain concession available only 
upon acceptance of  an onerous set of  
conditions. Such an approach risks 
converting rehabilitation into a trans-
action and return into a contractual 
compliance exercise. It would be an 
unfortunate paradox if  an employee 
who has already made the difficult 
decision to serve in Kashmir were sub-
sequently confronted with an institu-
tional framework that communicates 
insecurity rather than reassurance. 

The government must therefore 
undertake a comprehensive, clause-by-
clause review of  the recent DMRR&R 
order and distinguish between legiti-
mate conditions governing government 
property and provisions that may inad-
vertently erode the rehabilitative char-
acter of  the accommodation scheme. If  
any condition is found to be excessive, 
ambiguous, disproportionate or incon-
sistent with existing policy, it should be 
suitably modified or withdrawn. The 
process should also be transparent so 
that employees understand precisely 
the nature of  their rights, obligations 
and tenure. Ultimately, the success of  
the return and rehabilitation policy 
cannot be measured merely by the 
number of  employees appointed, the 
number of  quarters constructed or the 
number of  affidavits obtained. It must 
be measured by whether displaced 
employees are enabled to live and 
work in Kashmir with security, dig-
nity, stability and confidence. Employ-
ment without accommodation remains 
incomplete; accommodation without 
security remains inadequate; and secu-
rity without dignity cannot constitute 
meaningful rehabilitation.

The government has every legitimate 
right to retain ownership and regula-
tory control over its residential assets. 
But government property created for 
a specific rehabilitative purpose must 
also remain faithful to that purpose. The 
administration must ensure that pro-
cedural formalities do not become an 
impediment to the substantive objective 
of  rehabilitation. Otherwise, a policy 
originally conceived as a bridge between 
displacement and dignified return could 
paradoxically become an elaborate 
bureaucratic edifice standing between 
the displaced and the very rehabilitation 
that was promised to them. 

The fundamental principle should 
therefore be unequivocal: government 
property must remain government 
property, but government property 
created for rehabilitation must remain 
an instrument of  rehabilitation. If  the 
conditions attached to its possession 
begin to defeat that objective, then the 
issue is no longer merely administra-
tive—it becomes a profound question 
about the credibility, compassion and 
constitutional integrity of  the entire 
return and rehabilitation policy.

(The Author is a columnist, Social 
and KP activist)

 
SYED MAJID GILANI

W
hen I look back at Sri-
nagar today, many 
memories come back 
to me through the busi-
nesses I saw around 

me. They were ordinary things at the 
time, but somehow they have stayed 
with me. I have been watching this 
since the 1990s. One business would 
begin to do well, people would notice it, 
and before long, the same kind of  busi-
ness would start appearing in different 
parts of  the city. Sometimes it seemed 
as if  the whole city had suddenly dis-
covered the same idea.

I remember the small kiryana 
shops of  those years. The 1990s were 
not easy years in Srinagar. Curfews, 
hartals and restrictions on move-
ment were familiar parts of  life, and 
people often preferred buying their 
daily needs from somewhere close to 
home. A room facing the road could 
become a shop. A small portion of  a 
house could be turned into one. Even a 
little space along a boundary wall was 
enough. A few shelves, some everyday 
items, and a shop was ready. Slowly, 
these little grocery shops became part 
of  almost every colony and mohalla. 
They became part of  the daily rhythm 

of  neighbourhood life.
Then came the photostat and lami-

nation shops. Students needed copies 
of  notes, people needed forms and 
applications, and offices needed docu-
ments. Certificates and important 
papers were copied and laminated. For 
some years, photostat shops seemed to 
be everywhere. I can still remember 
people standing around, waiting for 
their documents.

Soon after, the STD, ISD and PCO 
booths became common. Today, when 
almost everyone carries a mobile 
phone, it is difficult to imagine what 
those little booths once meant. If  you 
wanted to make a telephone call, you 
went to a PCO. Sometimes there was a 
small queue. Sometimes you waited for 
someone to finish talking. If  the call was 
important, you stayed there patiently. 
Many PCOs also offered photostat, fax 
and lamination services. For a while, 
they were a familiar sight in Srinagar.

As landline telephones became more 
common and, later, mobile phones 
arrived, the PCOs slowly began to dis-
appear. There was no particular day 
when they ended. They simply became 

unnecessary.
I also remember the computer train-

ing institutes. Computers were new 
and exciting then, and young people 
wanted to learn typing, MS-DOS, Win-
dows and other basic computer skills. 
One institute opened, then others fol-
lowed. For many young people, enter-
ing a computer institute was their first 
close encounter with a machine that 
seemed to belong to the future.

Not long after, Internet cafés began 
appearing across the city. Going to an 
Internet café was itself  an experience. 
We went there to send emails, search 
for information, browse websites or 
simply explore this new world that 
had opened before us. I still remember 
sitting in front of  those computers and 
waiting for a page to open. Sometimes 
the waiting seemed longer than the 
actual browsing. Today, the Internet 
is in our phones, and the cafés that 
once seemed so modern have almost 
disappeared. Yet for those of  us who 
experienced them, they remain part of  
a particular Srinagar.

With time, coaching centres too 
began to mushroom, appearing across 

the city. Students and parents began 
looking for them, and soon they could 
be found in many parts of  the city. 
After that came fast food. Burgers, 
pizzas, rolls and other quick foods 
began appearing in different areas. 
One outlet would become popular, 
and before long, several others would 
appear, offering much the same prod-
ucts and services.

In recent years, departmental stores 
have become more common. In almost 
every other market, one can find them. 
There are businesses today that were not 
even part of  our imagination when the 
old PCOs and Internet cafés were still 
part of  everyday life. Then came another 
trend, the mushrooming of  journalism. 
With smartphones in almost every hand, 
every other person seemed to become 
a journalist or photo-journalist. Social 
media opened an enormous space for 
this, welcoming everyone with a camera, 
a story and an audience. Today, this 
trend is in full bloom.

Over the years, I kept seeing the 
same kind of  change in different forms. 
Businesses came, became common, 
changed with time and, in some cases, 
disappeared. Some remained for years. 
Some were replaced by something new. 
Some survived by changing them-
selves. When I think about all this now, 
I remember not only the businesses 
but also the Srinagar around them. I 
remember the colonies, the mohallas, 
the familiar faces, the small counters, 
the queues, the signboards and the 
streets we travelled every day with-
out giving them a second thought. We 
were simply living our lives. We never 
thought that one day these ordinary 
things would become memories.

A shop opened on a familiar street. 
Years passed. Another signboard 
came up. An old one disappeared. A 
business we once saw everywhere 
slowly became part of  the past, and 
something new took its place. The city 
kept moving while we were busy with 
our own lives. I have watched Srinagar 
change like this since the 1990s. When I 
look back now, these businesses seem 
like little markers of  time. Each one 
takes me back to a particular period, to 
the way the streets looked, the things 
people needed, the places they went 
and the way the city felt.

Perhaps, while reading this, some-
one will remember the first PCO from 
which they made a telephone call. 
Someone may remember sitting in an 
Internet café and waiting for a page 
to load. Someone may remember the 
computer institute they first entered, 
a little grocery shop in their colony or 
old mohalla , or the first fast-food outlet 
they visited with friends. We may all 
remember different things, but they 
belong to the same Srinagar.

This is simply a small glimpse 
into my Srinagar, the Srinagar I have 
watched since my school days. At the 
time, these were just ordinary shops 
and businesses we passed every day. 
Today, they have become memories. 
And perhaps, somewhere among these 
memories, you may find a little bit of  
your own Srinagar too.

Syed Majid Gilani is a storyteller, 
opinion writer and government offi-

cer. He writes on nostalgia, Srinagar, 
family, faith, betrayal, resilience and 
moral values. He can be contacted at 

syedmajid6676@gmail.com.
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Fresh Snowfall In
office also forecast thunderstorms, lightning, 

gusty winds and isolated hailstorms during the 
wet spell.

The department said daytime temperatures 
were likely to remain below normal during the 
period, while travellers and transporters have 
been advised to exercise caution along moun-
tain passes and higher-altitude roads.

Farmers have also been advised to ensure safe 
storage of  harvested apples, paddy and other 
agricultural produce in view of  possible rainfall 
and gusty winds.

The meteorological department said there 
is a possibility of  light to moderate rain, with 
light snow over higher reaches, at many places. 
There is also a likelihood of  thundershowers 
and hailstorms at isolated places from October 
13 to October 15, it said.

The weather will generally remain dry, with 
a brief  spell of  light rain at isolated places on 
October 16, it said.

Afterwards, the weather will remain gener-
ally dry till October 24, it added.

Strengthen Operational
News Observer (KNO) laid emphasis on 

strengthening the professional competence and 
operational preparedness of  J&K Police. “All offi-
cers should remain alert, proactive, and opera-
tionally prepared,” he said.

The meeting was attended by the top officers 
who at the outset of  the meeting briefed the chair 
on the operational preparedness and key security-
related developments in the UT of J&K.

They apprised the DGP of the measures being 
undertaken to maintain peace and security, the 
steps taken to strengthen intelligence-gathering 
mechanisms, and the efforts made to enhance 
overall operational effectiveness across the Union 
Territory.

During the review, the DGP emphasised the 
need to strengthen intelligence-based operations 
and maintain heightened vigilance. Stressing the 
importance of inter-agency coordination, the DGP 
called for seamless information sharing among 
District Police, intelligence agencies, and other 
security forces to ensure effective operational 
outcomes.

DGP Prabhat stressed the need to intensify 
patrolling, strengthen area domination, and 
undertake focused operations based on action-
able intelligence.

The DGP underscored the importance of  
leveraging available technology to enhance sur-
veillance, improve situational awareness, and 
strengthen the response capabilities of  field 
formations. The chair also called for enhanced 
security in border areas, with close monitoring 
of  sensitive locations, strengthened engagement 
with local communities to build trust and encour-
age the sharing of  timely information, and coor-
dinated efforts to prevent infiltration and other 
security threats.

DGP Prabhat also emphasised the effective 
utilisation of  the tenant verification application 
and called for the maintenance of  updated digital 
records of  tenants and their verification status.

Emphasising the importance of  institutional 
discipline and effective supervision, the DGP 
directed senior officers to conduct frequent 
inspections of  Police Stations to review the main-
tenance of  official records, ensure proper upkeep 
and hygiene of  police premises, and assess the 
welfare, cleanliness, and living conditions of  
police personnel.

DGP Prabhat further stressed the need for rou-
tine checks to maintain discipline, punctuality, 
professional conduct, and operational readiness 
among personnel at all levels.

The DGP also directed Traffic Police to inten-
sify enforcement against traffic violations, ensure 
strict compliance with traffic regulations, and 
take appropriate action against offenders.

DGP Prabhat emphasised the need for sus-
tained traffic management efforts to promote 
road safety, ensure smooth traffic movement, and 
enhance public convenience.

The meeting was attended by Spl DG Coor-
dination PHQ, ADGP CID, ADGP Armed, IGP 
Railways, IGP Kashmir Zone, IGP Hqr PHQ, IGP 
Security, IGP Traffic J&K, IGP Crime J&K, IGP 
Jammu Zone, IGP Armed Jammu, IGP Cyber 
Crime J&K (JK4C), IGP Technical PHQ J&K, all 
range DIsG of J&K, DIsG of CID Headquarters, 
Crime, Traffic Kashmir/Jammu, IR Kashmir, 
SLA, Railways Kashmir, Railways Jammu, Civil 
Defence Jammu, Armed Jammu, Hqrs PHQ, all 
district SSsP of  J&K, all AIGs of  PHQ, SSsP of  
Traffic City Srinagar, PCR Kashmir, Security 
Kashmir, SIA, CIK CID, SBK CID, SO to IGP Kash-
mir, Jammu, PCR Jammu, Traffic NHW, Traffic 
Rural Kashmir/Jammu, Security Jammu, Rail-
way Jammu, Cyber Crime, EOW Jammu, SCV 
Jammu, ANTF Jammu, FPB Jammu, Railways, 
SBJ CID, All Zonal SPs of Srinagar City & Jammu 
City, SP Operations Srinagar/Jammu and other 
officers—(KNO)

No Scope For
mechanisms to address emerging security 

threats.
On India's approach to relations with neigh-

bouring countries, Shah said New Delhi believed 
in respecting the sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity of  every country and resolving differences 
peacefully. “India has never believed in attack-
ing any country or establishing dominance over 
them,” he said.

The meeting comes as BIMSTEC seeks to 

strengthen security cooperation alongside its 
broader regional agenda. The grouping comprises 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri 
Lanka and Thailand.

The BIMSTEC provides a platform for coop-
eration among countries in and around the Bay 
of  Bengal, with security, counterterrorism and 
transnational crime among the areas requiring 
coordination.

The Union Home Minister urged member coun-
tries to translate their shared commitments into 
practical cooperation to prevent terrorist net-
works and criminal organisations from exploit-
ing national borders and gaps in enforcement—
(KNO)

Around 1,200 Dengue
complacent because of  the decline, stressing 

that timely diagnosis, adequate hydration, medi-
cal supervision and mosquito-control measures 
remain essential.

Health experts said dengue is transmitted 
through the bite of  an infected Aedes mosquito, 
particularly Aedes aegypti. Symptoms generally 
develop four to ten days after an infected bite and 
may last three to seven days.

"The period when the fever starts settling can 
be particularly critical for some patients. People 
should not assume that recovery has begun 
simply because the temperature has come down. 
Any warning signs during this phase require 
immediate medical evaluation," experts said.

They explained that dengue can affect plate-
let counts and blood vessels, increasing the risk 
of  bleeding, fluid leakage and, in severe cases, 
damage to vital organs. Doctors also warned that 
a subsequent infection involving a different strain 
can increase the risk of  severe disease.

Common symptoms include high fever, severe 
headache, pain behind the eyes, muscle and joint 
pain, nausea, vomiting, skin rashes and extreme 
weakness.

Doctors cautioned against ignoring severe 
abdominal pain, persistent vomiting, difficulty 
breathing, bleeding from the nose or gums, blood 
in vomit or stools, unusual tiredness, restlessness 
or irritability.

The advisory notes that nearly one in every 
20 dengue patients may develop severe dengue. 
"People experiencing warning signs should not 
delay visiting a healthcare facility. Early medical 
assessment and appropriate supportive treatment 
can help prevent complications," doctors said.

They also cautioned against self-medication, 
noting the absence of  a specific antiviral treat-
ment makes prevention, early diagnosis and 
proper clinical management particularly impor-
tant.

Experts stressed that eliminating mosquito 
breeding sites is among the most effective ways 
to reduce transmission, as Aedes mosquitoes can 
breed in small quantities of  stagnant water col-
lected in flower pots, buckets, discarded tyres, 
coolers, containers and even bottle caps.

"People must take preventive measures before 
mosquito breeding increases. Removing stagnant 
water, keeping water-storage containers covered 
and maintaining clean surroundings are essential 
steps," doctors said.

Residents have been advised to regularly 
inspect their homes and neighbourhoods, empty 
and clean water containers, use mosquito repel-
lents and wear full-sleeved clothing. Doctors also 
recommended installing screens on doors and 
windows and using mosquito nets while sleep-
ing, including during daytime rest, as dengue-
carrying mosquitoes are commonly active during 
daylight hours.

Meanwhile, GMC Jammu has said that arrange-
ments have been made to manage dengue patients, 
including the availability of platelet stocks and the 
necessary hospital infrastructure.

Health experts reiterated that the decline 
in reported infections offers an opportunity to 
strengthen preventive efforts before cases rise 
again.

"Community participation is crucial in con-
trolling mosquito-borne diseases. Every house-
hold must ensure that water does not stagnate 
in and around its premises. Sustained preventive 
efforts, rather than action only after cases rise, 
are necessary to protect public health," doctors 
said—(KNO)

CM Reviews
Jammu, Director Information  and other 

senior officers. Jammu based officers attended 
the meeting via video conferencing.

At the outset, Commissioner Secretary, Gen-
eral Administration Department (GAD), M. 
Raju, gave a detailed presentation on transport 
and logistical arrangements for the Darbar 
Move convoy.

The Chief  Minister directed the Managing 
Director, JKRTC, and the Traffic Department to 
ensure adequate bus availability and organise 
the down convoy over two consecutive days, 
October 31 and November 1, 2026, for the safe 
and efficient movement of  employees and equip-
ment. He stressed close coordination among all 
concerned departments to ensure hassle-free 
transportation.

Reviewing security arrangements, traf-
fic management along the National Highway 
and residential accommodation for employees 
moving to Jammu, the Chief  Minister directed 
the Police Department and other agencies to put 
in place comprehensive security measures, par-
ticularly in residential areas where the employ-
ees would be staying.

The meeting was informed that medical assis-

tance would be available along the convoy route, 
with doctors, paramedics and ambulances 
deployed in both Kashmir and Jammu divisions.

Arrangements for essential services, food, 
hospitality and other facilities were also 
reviewed. The Divisional Commissioner, 
Jammu, was asked to examine traffic manage-
ment within the city, particularly around major 
residential areas, and identify suitable locations 
along the convoy route for food and public con-
venience facilities, including washrooms, for 
employees and officials undertaking the jour-
ney.

The meeting also reviewed arrangements 
for the functioning of  the Winter Secretariat 
in Srinagar, which will operate with minimal 
staff  presence. The Chief  Minister directed the 
General Administration Department to issue 
monthly rosters for Ministers and Administra-
tive Secretaries to be stationed at the Winter 
Secretariat, beginning with November.

The Chief  Minister further directed that spe-
cial casual leave be granted to Kashmir-based 
employees moving to Jammu in connection with 
the Darbar Move. It was informed that an order 
in this regard would be issued shortly.

Emphasising the significance of  the Darbar 
Move as a distinctive administrative tradi-
tion of  Jammu and Kashmir, the Chief  Min-
ister called for meticulous planning, effective 
interdepartmental coordination and adequate 
arrangements for the safety and convenience 
of  employees.

He directed all departments to work in close 
coordination to ensure that the Darbar Move is 
completed smoothly and the official work of  the 
Government commences seamlessly in Jammu.

NC Govt’s 2-
Jammu & Kashmir, had recommended that 

the Dulhasti Hydroelectric Project (390 MW) 
be transferred from NHPC to the J&K Govern-
ment.

Action: In the autumn session, the Jammu & 
Kashmir Government informed the Assembly 
that no such proposal is under consideration 
at present.

Settlement of  electricity arrears: The party 
had assured a one‑time settlement of  electricity 
arrears in both rural and urban areas.

Action: The amnesty scheme for domestic 
consumers, initiated during central rule, was 
extended by the NC Government but expired 
on March 31, 2026, with no fresh extension 
announced.

Respite in tariff  for industries: The National 
Conference had committed to explore ways and 
means to provide some respite in power tariffs 
to industries.

Action: Instead of  respite, industrial consum-
ers faced a nearly 10% hike in energy charges, 
higher than the 6.83% average revision approved 
by the Joint Electricity Regulatory Commission.

Free drinking water: The NC had promised 
that it would provide free drinking water to 
each household.

Action: No steps have been taken to fulfil this 
pledge.

Drinking water for faraway areas: The NC’s 
manifesto pledged “special attention to far and 
inaccessible areas of  Jammu and Kashmir and 
ensure supply of  drinking water to them.”

Action: The Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), 
meant to provide drinking water to rural areas, 
remained stalled during the NC rule in the 
past two years. Despite central funding of  over 
Rs 6000–7000 crore under the scheme during 
central rule, the NC-led Government failed to 
secure fresh allocations, leaving the scheme 
in limbo.

Proper utilisation of  JJM funds, plugging of  
leakages: The NC had pledged to ensure proper 
utilisation of  funds that come under the Jal 
Jeevan Mission and plug all the loopholes that 
have been exploited in recent years.

Action: A House Committee was formed by 
the Speaker of  the Assembly to probe irregu-
larities, but its findings were contested by the 
NC‑led Government. The PHE Minister Javid 
Rana admitted discrepancies in pipe procure-
ment figures and announced that only schemes 
identified in the committee’s report would be 
pursued, instead of  the 3,200 projects originally 
taken up.

Increase in free power: The NC had promised 
steps would be taken to get the free power ratio 
raised from the present 10 percent to 40 percent 
from NHPC-owned projects.

Action: As of  now, nothing has been done to 
fulfil the promise—(KNO)

RBI Will Continue
reserve for dollar purchases of  over USD 2 

million.
Sitharaman said the latest measures by the 

RBI supported the rupee as its value surged one 
per cent on Monday. On Tuesday, it appreciated 
to Rs 94.96 in the early trade.

"I'm sure there are efforts which the RBI 
would take further to make sure that the rupee 
doesn't become too volatile," Sitharaman said, 
adding that India's fundamentals are fine, with 
sound foreign exchange reserves.

The minister said most of  the rupee's vola-
tility is stemming from external challenges, 
while the government is ensuring that macro-
economic fundamentals remain sound within 
the country.

"... fiscal discipline is not going to be a matter 
which should worry investors. But as regards 
the rupee, and as regards the way it is reacting 

to the ups and downs with the dollar, yes, that's 
where the challenge is, and we will be attending 
to it," Sitharaman added.

Indian Embassy
Express have suspended flights to and from 

Riyadh, Dammam and Jeddah until October 17. 
Akasa Air has suspended services to and from 
Riyadh and Jeddah, while IndiGo has cancelled 
flights connecting Riyadh, Dammam, Jeddah 
and Medina until the same date.

The General Authority of  Civil Aviation 
(GACA) has announced the suspension of  
operations at King Khalid International Air-
port in Riyadh. Operations at other major air-
ports, including those in Dammam, Jeddah and 
Medina, are continuing, although disruptions 
have been reported.

The Embassy has urged Indian nationals to 
remain in regular contact with their airlines 
and verify the latest flight status before travel-
ling to airports. Those needing to leave Saudi 
Arabia in an emergency may consider flights 
from neighbouring Gulf  countries, particularly 
Qatar and Bahrain, subject to obtaining the 
required visas.

The Consulate General of  India in Jeddah has 
issued a separate advisory for Umrah pilgrims 
travelling to and from Jeddah and Medina. It 
has asked passengers to check with airlines 
before proceeding to airports and coordinate 
with travel agents, tour operators and Umrah 
service providers regarding cancellations, 
rescheduling, alternative travel arrangements 
and accommodation.

Both the Embassy in Riyadh and the Consul-
ate in Jeddah have established round-the-clock 
control rooms to assist Indian nationals affected 
by the disruptions. The Consulate said it was 
maintaining regular contact with airlines and 
local authorities.

The Embassy has also said Indian nation-
als who entered Saudi Arabia on visit, tourist, 
Umrah or business visas but were unable to 
leave because of  flight unavailability would be 
permitted to depart without paying overstay 
fines. Those whose visas have expired have 
been advised to leave the Kingdom once flights 
become available.

The advisories follow an attack at Riyadh air-
port on October 10 that killed Indian national 
Mohammed Yousef  Ali. Ambassador Vipul and 
Embassy officials attended his funeral in Riyadh 
on October 12, in accordance with his family’s 
wishes, and assured the bereaved family of  con-
tinued support.

Fresh Snowfall Raises
stakeholders, who believe it could help build 

momentum for the upcoming winter season and 
encourage more travellers to choose Gulmarg as 
a holiday destination.

"Snowfall is one of  the biggest attractions 
for tourists visiting Gulmarg during winter. It 
creates excitement among visitors and raises 
expectations for the season ahead," said Shaista, 
a tourism stakeholder.

Stakeholders expect a strong tourist influx 
in the coming months, benefiting hoteliers, 
transport operators, guides, pony owners, shop-
keepers and others associated with the tourism 
sector.

Gulmarg Development Authority (GDA) 
Chief  Executive Officer Alyas Ahmad Naisroo 
said all necessary arrangements are in place to 
welcome the anticipated winter rush.

"We are fully prepared for the upcoming 
season and have made all essential arrange-
ments to ensure a smooth and pleasant expe-
rience for tourists," he said, expressing con-
fidence that Gulmarg would witness a strong 
turnout this winter—(KNO)
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DAR MATTING SHOP
DEALS IN:- BLANKETS, BED SHEETS, BED COVERS, PILLOW COVERS, DOOR MATS, ROOM SHEETS, GRAPHICS, LINING, ROTTERY & MUCH MORE

ADDRESS:- SADAT MARKET, NEAR PNB, SHADIPORA SUMBAL +91- 9906230114-  6006600834
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PW(R&B)
DEPT. MECHANICAL DIVISION SOUTH KASHMIR.

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS 
SINGLE COVER SYSTEM

e-NIT No: 21 of R&B/MDSK /2026-27, Dated: 10-10-2026
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and 
eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt., CPWD, Railways sand other State/Central Governments for the following works: -

S.  No Name of Work
Adv. Cost 

(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc.  (In 
Rupees )

Earnest 
money  (In 
Rupees )

Time of 
completion

M.H of 
Account

Class of 
Contractor

Project 
Authority

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1.

Balance work of Lift shafts for DSITC 
of 28 Nos (G+5) 08 Passengers MRL 

Lifts at Transit Accommodation at 
Lethpora-Phase-1, Pulwama

48.35 1100/- 2% of Adv 
cost 30 days PMDP-

4235 BEE & AAY JK DMRRR

Position of AAA:
1) Authorization Accorded by the DMRRR vide O.M.DMRRR-Plan/47/2023, Dated:09/08/2024 by the Government of India, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, Department of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh affairs
2) Principal Approval through Minutes of Meeting chaired by Chief secretary vide No: DMRRR-MR/35/2025; Dated: 09-12-

2025.
3) Authorization conveyed vide No. SE/PS/7243-45; Dated 10/10/2026 by Superintending Engineer PWD (R&B) Circle, 

Pulwama-Shopian.
Position of funds: Committed.
Technical sanction No: EE/Mech/R&B/TS/07 of2026-27 dated: 10/10/2026 
The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set 
of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website www jktenders.gov.in 
as per schedule of dates given below-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 10-10-2026
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 17-10-2026
3 Bid submission Start Date 10-10-2026
4 Bid Submission End Date 17-10-2026 4:00 PM
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 19-10-2026 12:00 PM

1. Every participating contractor to mandatorily disclose the bank account number which is linked with their GSTIN at the time of 
bid submission. No payments shall be released by the Government Department/Agency to any other bank account except the 
one linked with the GST registered number of the successful bidder. (As per circular No. 01(ADM) FD of 2025 Dated 08-07-
2025 of J&K Finance Department)

 (The participating contractor may disclose his Bank Account as per the format, devised as Annexure- A of the NIT and submit/
upload the same accordingly at the time of submission of the bid).

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document/Tender Fee to be deposited in Cash in Centralized Designated 
Pooling JK Bank Account Bearing No: 0470010200000099, IFSC: JAKA0LALANG)

 (In case the participating bidder wishes to deposit the requisite amount physically at any branch of the Bank other than using 
UPI or any other mobile application, the said bidder has to upload the Transaction Receipt as per devised format forming 
Annexure-Z to this NIT, duly signed by the concerned Branch Manager with proper seal.)

3.  All the bidders must deposit Earnest money /Bid security equal to 2% of advertised cost in Cash in Centralized Designated 
Pooling JK Bank Account Bearing No: 0470010200000099, IFSC: JAKA0LALANG)

 (In case the participating bidder wishes to deposit the requisite amount physically at any branch of the Bank other than using 
UPI or any other mobile application, the said bidder has to upload the Transaction Receipt as per devised format forming 
Annexure-Z to this NIT, duly signed by the concerned Branch Manager with proper seal.)

4. The Successful bidder will have to provide performance security @ 5% of contract value to be deposited in Cash in Centralized 
Designated Pooling JK Bank Account Bearing No: 0470010200000099, IFSC: JAKA0LALANG), which shall be released after 
successful completion of DLP /maintenance period.

 (In case the successful bidder wishes to deposit the requisite amount physically at any branch of the Bank other than using 
UPI or any other mobile application, the said bidder has to upload the Transaction Receipt as per devised format forming 
Annexure-Z to this NIT, duly signed by the concerned Branch Manager with proper seal.)

5. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders 
automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on 
same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division south Kashmir (tender receiving authority).

6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120-days from the date of opening of technical bids
7. The earnest money shall be forfeited, If: -
i. Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or make any modifications in the terms and 

conditions of the bid.
ii. Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.
iii. Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.
39.  All other terms and conditions as defined in GFR-2017, Manual for Procurement of works, Engineering Manual-2020 shall be 

applicable.
No: R&B/MDSK/2154-58 Sd/-
Date: 10/10/2026 Executive Engineer
DIPK-6688-26 PW(R&B) Mechanical Division
DT: 13/10/2026 South Kashmir

Two-day eye screening camp 
begins at NIT Srinagar

Dr. Asha Lakra reviews implementation 

of Tribal Welfare Schemes in Anantnag

ACB, Education Deptt organise vigilance 

awareness programme in Pulwama
GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: The Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) 
J&K, South Kashmir, in col-
laboration with the School 
Education Department, Pul-
wama, Tuesday organised 
a Vigilance Awareness and 
Sensitisation Programme 
at Government Girls Higher 
Secondary School, Pul-
wama, as part of  Vigilance 
Awareness Week 2026 being 
observed on the theme “Pro-
bity for Prosperity.”

The programme was 
aimed at sensitising officers 

and heads of  educational 
institutions about vigilance 
measures, ethical conduct, 
transparency, accountabil-
ity and the importance of  
maintaining integrity in the 
discharge of  official duties.

Heads of  educational 
institutions from across the 
district participated in the 
programme. The session 
provided an opportunity to 
deliberate upon the adverse 
impact of  corruption on 
public service delivery and 
the need for greater trans-
parency and accountability 
in the functioning of govern-

ment institutions.
DySP, Anti-Corruption 

Bureau, South Kashmir, 
Bahar Ahmad Khan, Senior 
Prosecution Officer, South 
Kashmir, Umar Mansoor and 
Inspector ACB South Kash-
mir, Bilal Ahmad addressed 
the participants and high-
lighted the importance of  
vigilance awareness in pre-
venting corrupt practices and 
strengthening public trust in 
government institutions.

The speakers emphasised 
that integrity, honesty and 
accountability must remain 
central to public service. 

They also sensitised the 
participants about their 
responsibilities in ensur-
ing transparent and ethical 
functioning of  educational 
institutions and encouraged 
them to act as ambassadors 
of  integrity within their 
institutions and society.

The programme further 
highlighted the important 
role of  educational institu-
tions in creating awareness 
among students and the 
wider community about the 
harmful effects of  corrup-
tion and the significance of  
responsible citizenship.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG:  Member 
of  the National Commis-
sion for Scheduled Tribes 
(NCST), Dr. Asha Lakra, 
Tuesday chaired a compre-
hensive review meeting at 
the Meeting Hall of  the DC 
Office Complex, Anantnag, 
to assess the implementa-
tion of  various safeguards, 
welfare schemes, develop-
mental programmes and 
infrastructure projects 
aimed at protecting the 
rights and promoting the 
socio-economic welfare of  
Scheduled Tribe (ST) com-
munities in the district.

During the meeting, Dr. 
Lakra undertook a detailed 
review of  the progress 
achieved under various 
tribal welfare initiatives 
and assessed the role of  
different departments in 
ensuring that the benefits 
of  government schemes 

reach eligible beneficia-
ries. She stressed the need 
for effective implementa-
tion of  welfare measures, 
timely resolution of  pend-
ing issues and removal of  
administrative bottlenecks 
that may hinder the deliv-
ery of  benefits to members 
of  Scheduled Tribe com-
munities.

Emphasising account-

ability and a result-ori-
ented approach, the NCST 
Member directed the con-
cerned officers to ensure 
strict adherence to pre-
scribed timelines, strength-
en monitoring mechanisms 
and improve coordination 
among departments for 
effective implementation 
of  welfare schemes. She 
underscored the impor-

tance of  ensuring that eli-
gible beneficiaries are ade-
quately informed about the 
schemes and safeguards 
available to them and are 
able to access the intended 
benefits without unneces-
sary delays.

Deputy Commissioner 
Anantnag, Dr. Bilal Mohi-
Ud-Din Bhat, briefed the 
Member on the status of  
implementation of  vari-
ous tribal welfare schemes, 
ongoing developmental 
works and initiatives being 
undertaken by the district 
administration and line 
departments for the wel-
fare and upliftment of  
Scheduled Tribe commu-
nities. He also apprised 
her of  the progress made 
by the concerned depart-
ments and the measures 
being taken to facilitate 
the delivery of  govern-
ment benefits to eligible 
beneficiaries.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Medical 
Unit of  the National Insti-
tute of  Technology (NIT) 
Srinagar, in collaboration 
with Kashmir Eye Hospi-
tals, organised a two-day 
Mega Eye Screening-cum-
Awareness Camp at the 
institute’s Medical Unit on 
October 13 and 14. A total of  
332 patients were examined 
and treated on the first day.

The initiative aims to 
promote eye health aware-
ness among students and 
encourage regular eye 
check-ups for the early 
detection and timely treat-
ment of  vision-related 
problems.

Director NIT Srinagar, 
Prof  Anurag Misra, said 
the institute remains com-
mitted to the health and 
well-being of  its students 
and staff.

“Good health is essential 
for academic performance 
and overall development. 
Initiatives such as this 
eye screening camp help 
students understand the 
importance of  preventive 
healthcare and seeking 
timely medical advice. We 
appreciate the collabora-
tion with Kashmir Eye 
Hospitals in bringing spe-

cialised eye-care services 
to our campus,” he said.

Prof  Anurag Misra also 
stressed the need for doc-
tors and the Medical Unit 
to focus on screening for 
glaucoma, a serious eye 
condition that can lead to 
irreversible vision loss if  
not detected and managed 
in time.

 He emphasised the 
importance of  early identi-
fication, regular eye exami-
nations and timely referral 
for specialised treatment to 

prevent avoidable vision 
impairment.

Dr Adil Majeed Mir, 
Director of  Kashmir Eye 
Hospitals, said the camp 
provided an opportunity 
for patients to undergo eye 
examinations and receive 
medical advice.

“Regular eye check-ups 
are important for identi-
fying vision-related prob-
lems at an early stage. 
Students often spend long 
hours reading, studying 
and using digital screens, 

making awareness about 
eye health and timely 
screening particularly 
important,” he said.

A team of  12 medical 
professionals, including Dr 
Jasiya and Dr Reem Javid, 
examined and treated 
patients during the camp 
and provided guidance on 
eye care.

Medical Officer at NIT 
Srinagar, Dr Gowhar Nabi, 
emphasised the impor-
tance of  making preventive 
healthcare an integral part 
of  campus life.

“Many eye-related prob-
lems can be managed more 
effectively when identified 
early. Students should not 
ignore symptoms such 
as blurred vision, eye 
strain or persistent dis-
comfort and should seek 
professional advice when 
needed. Regular screening 
and awareness can play an 
important role in protect-
ing eye health,” he said.

Mohammad Abrar 
Khan, Senior Pharmacist 
from Medical Unit was the 
coordinator of  the event. 
The camp will continue on 
October 14, providing fur-
ther opportunities for stu-
dents and others to access 
eye-screening services and 
professional guidance.

DC Pulwama reviews progress 
of Agriculture, Allied Sectors

JKEDI concludes Entrepreneurship, 
SKP under RAMP Scheme

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
& Kashmir Entrepreneur-
ship Development Institute 
(JKEDI), Srinagar, Tues-
day successfully conclud-
ed the Entrepreneurship 
and Skill Development 
Programme (ESDP) under 
the Raising and Accelerat-
ing MSME Performance 
(RAMP) scheme at the 
Govt. College for Women, 
M.A Road, Srinagar.

The program was 
organised in collabora-
tion between JKEDI and 
Govt. College for Women, 
M.A Road, Srinagar at the 
district level. The 20-day 
training programme drew 
an enthusiastic response 
from students, who partici-
pated actively throughout 
the sessions.

Professor Dr. Yasmeen 
Farooq , Principal of  the 
college, attended as the 
Guest of  Honour. The 
valedictory function was 
also attended by Dr. Naila 
Khanday, Range Officer, 
JKEDI, Central Kashmir; 
Shabir Hussain Shah, Dis-
trict Nodal Officer, JKEDI 
Srinagar; Dr. Sheeba, 
Assistant Convenor EDC, 
Govt. College for Women 
and designated course 
team for the program from 
JKEDI.

Professor Dr. Yasmeen  
Farroq expressed satisfac-
tion over the successful 
conduct of  the programme 
and congratulated JKEDI 

for organising the 20-day 
training within the college. 
She noted that the collabo-
ration between JKEDI and 
the institution had pro-
vided valuable practical 
exposure to students and 
would inspire more young 
women to explore entre-
preneurship as a viable 
career path.

Dr. Naila Khanday, 
in her welcome address, 
motivated the participants, 
encouraging them to con-
vert the skills acquired 
during the training into 
sustainable enterprises 
and to view entrepreneur-
ship as an empowering 
career option.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, Shabir Hus-
sain Shah, emphasised 
the transformative power 
of  entrepreneurship. 
“Entrepreneurship is the 
path to self-reliance. The 
future belongs to those 
who embrace emerging 
opportunities with a posi-
tive mindset and choose to 
become job creators rather 
than job seekers,” he said.

The ESDP under the 
RAMP scheme equips 
aspiring entrepreneurs 
with essential competen-
cies in business develop-
ment, financial planning, 
and market awareness. 
The batch recorded strong 
student participation and 
received positive feedback, 
reflecting the growing 
interest among youth in 
enterprise creation.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Pulwama, 
Kuldeep Krishan Sidha, 
Tuesday chaired a compre-
hensive review meeting of  
the Agriculture and Allied 
Sectors at the Meeting Hall 
of  the Administrative Com-
plex, Pulwama, to assess 
the physical and financial 
progress of  schemes and 
review the implementation 
of  key interventions across 
the district.

During the meeting, the 
officers of  Agriculture, 
Horticulture, Animal Hus-
bandry, Sheep Husbandry 
and Fisheries departments 
gave detailed presentations 
highlighting the physical 
and financial achieve-
ments under their respec-
tive sectors, status of  appli-
cations, beneficiary cover-
age, credit linkage, expen-
diture and implementation 
of  various schemes.

Important interventions 
undertaken, interventions 
requiring support from the 
District Administration 
and field visits conducted 
by the concerned officers 
were also reviewed.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed all con-
cerned officers to ensure 
time-bound disposal of  
pending applications, 
strengthen inter-depart-
mental coordination and 
closely monitor scheme 
implementation at the field 

level.
He stressed effective 

utilisation of  funds, timely 
completion of  ongoing 
works and ensuring that 
the benefits of  government 
schemes reach eligible 
farmers and beneficiaries 
without delay.

The DC further directed 
departments to identify 
key interventions requir-
ing support from the Dis-
trict Administration and 
submit concrete proposals 
for prompt resolution. He 
also called for regular field 
inspections, close monitor-
ing of  physical and finan-
cial progress and timely 
corrective measures, while 
emphasising coordinated 
efforts to achieve targets 
under HADP and other 
flagship schemes within 
prescribed timelines, with 
focus on improving ser-
vice delivery, promoting 
mechanisation, strength-
ening allied activities and 
enhancing income oppor-
tunities for farmers and 
other stakeholders.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner Pulwama, Gulzar 
Ahmad Bhat; Chief  Plan-
ning Officer, Pulwama, 
Aashiq Khanday; DSEO, 
CAO, CHO, CAHO, DSHO, 
LDM J& K Bank, DDM, 
NABARD, AD Fisheries, 
AMO, Horticulture (P&M), 
Pulwama, besides other 
concerned officers.

20 JKAP IR Holds Police-Public Samvad at Parihaspora
GMK NEWS NETWORK

PARIHASPORA: 20 JKAP 
IR organised a Police-Pub-
lic Samvad at Parihaspora 
to mark the birth anniver-
sary of  Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel, highlighting his 
contribution to nation-
building, administrative 
reforms and the strength-
ening of  India’s gover-
nance system.

The programme aimed 
to sensitise the public, par-
ticularly youth, about the 
ideals and administrative 
vision of  Sardar Patel, pop-
ularly known as the Iron 
Man of  India.

During the interaction, 
participants were briefed 
about Patel’s role in estab-
lishing a strong and unified 
administrative framework 
in independent India. His 

emphasis on integrity, 
discipline, impartiality, 
accountability and dedica-
tion to public service was 
highlighted as essential to 
effective governance.

The discussion also 
focused on Patel’s contri-
bution to strengthening the 
All India Services, includ-
ing the IAS and IPS, and 
his vision of  a professional, 

impartial and nationally 
oriented civil service. His 
role in the integration of  
princely states and the con-
solidation of  national unity 
was also discussed.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Commandant 20 JKAP 
IR, Surjeet Kumar, JKPS, 
said Sardar Patel’s admin-
istrative legacy continued 
to inspire public servants 

to uphold honesty, profes-
sionalism, discipline and a 
strong sense of  responsibil-
ity towards citizens.

He urged the youth to 
imbibe the values of  unity, 
discipline and responsible 
citizenship, and contribute 
positively to society. He also 
stressed the importance 
of  police-public coopera-
tion, saying mutual trust, 
understanding and respect 
were essential for effective 
administration and stronger 
community relations.

The Police-Public 
Samvad provided a plat-
form for participants to 
exchange views and under-
stand the importance of  
public participation in 
strengthening governance 
and fostering better rela-
tions between the police 
and the community.
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Hazlewood surpasses Brett Lee in Test wicket-takers' 

list after career-best outing against SA

Delhi trail Bengal by 88 runs in 

Ranji Trophy's Group C contest

Thyagarajan, Siraj shine as Hyderabad 
drub Tripura by innings and 40 runs

21st Junior National Soft Tennis 
C'ship concludes on a high in Srinagar

GMK SPORTS DESK 

SRINAGAR: The 21st 
Junior National Soft 
Tennis Championship, 
organised at Gindun Sta-
dium, Rajbagh, Srinagar, 
from October 5 to Octo-
ber 10, 2026, concluded 
successfully with a grand 
closing ceremony held on 
October 10, 2026, at the 
Sher-i-Kashmir Indoor 
Sports Complex (SKISC), 
Srinagar.

The championship, 
organised in conjunction 
with J&K Sports Council, 
brought together the tal-
ented young soft tennis 
players from across the 
country, celebrating 
sporting excellence, disci-
pline, unity and the spirit 
of  healthy competition.

The closing ceremony 
was graced by Hossein 
Rafieian, President of  the 
Iran Soft Tennis Associa-
tion, as the Chief  Guest. 
His presence added inter-
national significance to 
the occasion and reflect-
ed the growing scope for 
cooperation and friend-
ship through soft tennis. 
Samaneh Hanifi, wife of  
Hossein Rafieian, attend-
ed as the Guest of  Honour.

Among the distin-
guished guests were 
Sayna Sadat Hashemi, 
International Affairs rep-
resentative; Narinder Pal 
Singh and Mrs Nirmala, 

Joint Secretaries of  the 
Amateur Soft Tennis Fed-
eration of  India (ASTFI); 
Nazrul Islam, President 
of  the Private Schools 
Association; Dr. Fayaz 
Ahmad; Fazali, Chair-
man of  Dolphin School, 
Pulwama and other digni-
taries, officials, and repre-
sentatives associated with 
ASTFI and sports.

The championship wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from teams rep-
resenting different states 
of  India, providing young 
athletes with a valuable 
platform to showcase 
their talent, determina-
tion and competitive 
spirit at the national level. 
Throughout the tourna-
ment, the players demon-
strated remarkable dedi-
cation, sportsmanship, 
and discipline, making the 

championship a memora-
ble sporting occasion.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the distinguished 
guests appreciated the 
efforts made to organise 
the championship suc-
cessfully in Srinagar and 
emphasised the impor-
tance of  providing young 
players with opportuni-
ties to compete at higher 
levels. The presence of  
the President of  the Iran 
Soft Tennis Association 
further highlighted the 
potential for internation-
al engagement and the 
strengthening of  sport-
ing relations through soft 
tennis.

Special appreciation 
and sincere thanks are 
extended to the Jammu & 
Kashmir Sports Council 
for its valuable support 
and cooperation in facil-

itating the successful 
conduct of  the champi-
onship. The association 
also placed on record its 
gratitude to the Amateur 
Soft Tennis Federation 
of  India (ASTFI) for 
its guidance, coordi-
nation and continued 
commitment  to  the 
promotion and devel-
opment of  soft tennis 
across the country.

The successful organ-
isation of  this prestigious 
national championship is 
a testament to the dedica-
tion, planning and tireless 
efforts of  the J&K Ama-
teur Soft Tennis Associa-
tion, which deserves spe-
cial credit for hosting the 
event in Srinagar. From 
coordination and arrange-
ments to providing a plat-
form for young athletes 
from across India, the 

association played a sig-
nificant role in ensuring 
that the championship 
concluded on a high note.

The association also 
acknowledged the contri-
butions of  participating 
state associations, team 
managers, coaches, tech-
nical officials, volunteers 
and all those who worked 
behind the scenes to make 
the event a success. Their 
collective efforts helped 
create a positive and 
encouraging environment 
for young sporting talent.

The closing ceremony 
concluded on a note of  
pride, appreciation and 
renewed commitment 
to the promotion of  soft 
tennis among the youth.

The J&K Amateur Soft 
Tennis Association reaf-
firmed its commitment 
to continue its efforts to 
promote soft tennis in 
Jammu & Kashmir and 
contribute meaningfully 
to the growth of  the sport 
at the national and inter-
national levels.

T h e  o r g a n i s e r s 
expressed their gratitude 
to all participating States, 
players, coaches, manag-
ers, officials, J&K Sports 
Council, The Jammu and 
Kashmir Bank Limited, 
and all other stakehold-
ers whose cooperation has 
contributed to the suc-
cessful commencement 
of  the championship.

IANS

DURBAN: Australia fast 
bowler Josh Hazlewood 
surpassed former speed-
ster Brett Lee in the list of  
bowlers taking most wick-
ets for Australia in Test 
cricket with a career-best 
six-wicket haul in the first 
Test against South Africa 
at Kingsmead in Durban on 
Tuesday.

Hazlewood led the 
charge for the Aussies 
with his best haul of  6-49 
as he played a vital role in 
bowling out the Proteas for 
206 in the second innings 
to set up a 214-run win in 
Durban.

The right-arm speedster 
has gone past Lee and has 
become Australia's sixth-
highest wicket-taking fast 
bowler with 311 scalps. 
Coming into the Test, 
Hazlewood had 303 wick-
ets, but he took eight in the 

match, with two coming in 
the first innings too. Lee 
had scalped 310 wickets in 
the format during his illus-
trious career.

He is the eighth-high-
est wicket-taker overall 
for Australia as late spin 
legend Shane Warne leads 
the chart with 708 scalps. 
Nathan Lyon is the only 
other spinner in the top 10 
as he holds the second spot 
with 573 wickets.

Meanwhile, Hazlewood 
has also surpassed the 
likes of  West Indies pacer 
Kemar Roach (304), ex-
England speedster Fred 
Trueman (307), former 
Windies off-spinner Lance 
Gibbs (309), and former 
Proteas speedster Morne 
Morkel (309) during this 
Test. He is level with ex-
Indian fast bowlers Ishant 
Sharma and Zaheer Khan 
on 311 and has Mitchell 
Johnson next, with the 

former Aussie speedster 
having 313 wickets to his 
name.

Hazlewood produced 
brilliance on Day 5 to 
plot South Africa's down-
fall. With the Proteas on 
102/4 at the start of  the 
final day and needing 319 
for an improbable win, 
Hazlewood took four of  
the six wickets, includ-
ing crucial wickets of  
Wiaan Mulder and Maroc 
Jansen. Mulder showed 
resistance as he played 
110 balls for 29 but fell to 
Hazlewood.

Jansen blended resis-
tance with attacking cour-
age but was cleaned up 
on 35 off  a jaffa from the 
Aussie star, while he also 
bounced off  Simon Harmer 
in the same over. He got 
Jansen before bouncing off  
Anrich Nortje for the final 
wicket to seal a memorable 
win.

AGENCIES

KALYANI: Delhi were 
placed at 101 for three, still 
88 runs behind Bengal, at 
stumps on the third day of  
their Ranji Trophy Elite 
Group C match here on 
Tuesday.

Pacers Akash Deep and 
Mukesh Kumar struck 
once each, while Yash 
Dhull was forced to retire 
hurt, leaving the visitors 
needing a strong batting 
display on the final day. 
Bengal had earlier posted 
429 in their only innings, a 
lead of  189 runs.

Resuming at 304 for 
three, Bengal were bowled 
out for 429 on the back 
of  centuries from Sudip 
Kumar Gharami (133) and 
Abhishek Porel (149), with 
Sumanta Gupta chipping 
in with 50.

Ayush Badoni was the 
pick of  the Delhi bowlers, 
returning 5/43 in 18 overs, 
while Navdeep Saini and 
Divij Mehra took two wick-
ets each.

In their second innings, 
Delhi were steadied by 
skipper Badoni (24 not 
out) and Anuj Rawat (25 
not out) after slipping to 59 

for three at one stage.
In another Group C 

match, Kerala still trailed 
Jharkhand by 318 runs in 
the first innings with four 
wickets in hand, as the 
hosts closed in on three 
points from a likely draw 
at the Keenan Stadium.

Jharkhand had posted a 
massive 587, and in reply 
Kerala were 269 for six. 
Abhishek Nair led the 
response with a solid 126 
(204 balls, 10 fours, 5 sixes), 
but no other Kerala batter 
converted a start.

Gujarat were in com-
mand against Odisha in 

Ahmedabad after taking a 
first-innings lead of 115 runs, 
with one day's play left.

Resuming at 205 for two, 
Gujarat were bowled out 
for 439 in reply to Odisha's 
324. Vedant Trivedi struck 
108 off  171 balls (13 fours, 1 
six), while Aarya Desai (94) 
and Urvil Patel (85) both 
fell short of  three figures. 
Harshal Patel chipped in 
with a late 60 off  92 balls, 
including five fours and 
four sixes.

In their second innings, 
Odisha were 119 for four, a 
slender lead of four runs with 
six wickets in hand. (PTI)

AGENCIES

S E C U N D E R A B A D : 
Hyderabad started their 
Ranji Trophy 2026-27 cam-
paign with an innings and 
40-run win over Tripura on 
the third day of  their Elite 
Group B match here on 
Tuesday.

Pacers Tanay Thya-
garajan and Mohammad 
Siraj shared eight wickets 
between them as Hyder-
abad bundled out Tripura, 
overnight 99 for seven, for 
120 in their second innings.

Hyderabad amassed 
seven points from the match, 
including a bonus point. Thy-
agarajan was the destroyer-
in-chief  with a six-wicket 
haul (6/52) while India pacer 
Siraj ended up with two for 19 
from nine overs.

Thyagarajan dismissed 
overnight batter Sentu 
Sarkar early in the first ses-
sion and Tripura offered a 
little fight thereafter.

Resuming their second 
innings in a difficult posi-
tion, Tripura needed a 
substantial partnership 
to extend the contest, but 
Hyderabad's disciplined 
attack ensured that no 
such stand developed. The 
visitors' lower order strug-
gled to counter the move-
ment and accuracy of  the 
home bowlers.

Thyagarajan kept the 
pressure on with a probing 
spell and was rewarded with 
wickets at regular intervals. 
His six-wicket haul complet-
ed a memorable match for 
the bowler, who had already 
played a key role in restrict-
ing Tripura during the first 
innings.

Siraj, returning to 
domestic cricket, comple-
mented Thyagarajan effec-
tively from the other end. 
Bowling with pace and 
control, he conceded only 
19 runs in nine overs and 
made it difficult for the Tri-
pura batters to score freely.

Once Sarkar was 
removed, Hyderabad 
sensed an early finish and 
attacked the remaining 
batters with close catch-
ers around the wicket. 
Tripura's resistance lasted 
only briefly as the innings 
folded for 120, giving 

Hyderabad a comprehen-
sive victory.

The result also gave 
Hyderabad the maximum 
possible points from the 
match, with the bonus 
point strengthening their 
position at the start of  the 
campaign.

Hyderabad will now 
face Andhra in the second 
match of  the group from 
October 18, while Tripura 
will be up against Assam.

Andhra optimistic but 
Nair stands firm 

In Vijayawada, Karnata-
ka led Andhra by 32 runs in 
their second innings after 
the hosts posted 418 in 
reply to the visitors’ first-
innings total of  274.

Karnataka were 176 for 
four at stumps on the third 
day, with star batter Karun 
Nair and captain Ravichan-
dran Smaran batting on 81 
and 21, respectively.

Atal's ton and lower-order fight help Afghanistan 
secure famous draw against Bangladesh

IANS

ABU DHABI: Afghani-
stan secured an epic draw 
against Bangladesh in 
their one-off  Test at the 
Sheikh Zayed Stadium in 
Abu Dhabi on Tuesday on 
the back of  a marvellous 
century from Sediqullah 
Atal and a lower-order 
heroic fight from Yamin 
Ahmadzai, Qais Ahmad 
and Zia-ur-Rehman Akbar.

Asked to chase an 
improbable target of  479, 
Afghanistan made 346/8 
and, more importantly, 
batted 142 overs to produce 
a famous draw. Bangladesh 
let several chances slip by 
and could not manage to 
pick up the remaining two 
wickets, with Qais going 
back unbeaten on 49 from 
80 balls and Zia-ur-Rehman 
playing blocking 12 balls 
without a run.

It was a brilliant fourth 
innings defence set up by 
Atal. He dropped anchor 
and made 111 from 332 
balls in what could be a 
defining innings in his Test 
career. He batted for eight 
hours and 34 minutes for 
this result, which is now 
the seventh longest knock 
recorded in the fourth 
innings of  a Test. Atal's 
hundred is also the first 
by an Afghan player in the 
fourth innings of  a Test.

Afghanistan resumed 
the final day on 132/3 with 
Atal and Hashmatullah 
Shahidi in the middle. Sha-
hidi was retired hurt early 
in the first session after a 
throw from a deep fielder 
hit his knee. Atal played 
time with Ikram Alikhil 
as he reached his fifty off  
166 balls and later also sur-
vived a missed stumping 
from Litton Das on 70.

However, Alikhil's 
33-run resistance came to 
an end just before lunch 

when he gloved a pull for 
Das to take a brilliant one-
handed catch as Afghani-
stan went to lunch break 
at 203/4 and Shahidi still in 
the hut.

Atal then found Ismat 
Alam in the second ses-
sion as the latter made 
four runs from 60 balls to 
kill time in a 40-run stand. 
However, Alam was dis-
missed by Mehidy Hasan 
Miraz shortly after Atal 
scored his hundred.

Shahidi then walked in 

but was dismissed before 
tea on 36 as Afghanistan 
were in trouble at 265/6 
after the second session. 
With one complete session 
to play, Atal was left with 
the lower order.

To make matters worse 
for Afghanistan, he was 
dismissed in the first hour 
of  the final session to leave 
them 281/7 and still some 
22 overs were left with only 
three wickets in hand.

Bangladesh made some 
errors in the field as they 
missed a couple of  run-
out chances, while Hasan 
Mahmud dropped Qais at 
mid-wicket. Bangladesh 
found life again when 
Ahmadzai was dismissed 
for 19, with Mominul Haque 
taking a brilliant catch 
at short fine leg to send 
Afghanistan eight down.

However, Qais and Zia-
ur-Rehman blocked the 
remaining balls, and Qais 
also took a hamstring 
treatment in the end to pull 
off  a historic draw.

Brief  Scores:
Bangladesh 346 (Tanzid 

83, Shadman 67; Saleem 
4-82) and 372/7 (Litton 102, 
Shanto 82, Saleem 2-69) 
drew with Afghanistan 
240 (Rahmat 105, Malik 
62, Mahmud 5-55) and 
346/8 (Sediqullah Atal 
111, Rahmat 51, Qais 49*, 
Ebadot 3-50)


