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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
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of community spread: Doctors' body
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

As per instructions of ECI, 20 DEOs of J&K started proactive 
campaign to ensure No eligible elector is left from the elec-
toral rolls. Special camps being held in 11860 booths.

Mamta Yadav 
Assumes Charge 
As Dir Info
Calls For Transparent, 
Timely, People-Centric 
Communication

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Mamta Yadav, 
IAS Monday assumed the 
charge as Director Infor-
mation, Jammu and Kash-
mir, and held an intro-
ductory interaction with 
officers and officials of  the 
Directorate of  Informa-
tion and Public Relations 
(DIPR).

During the interaction, 
the Director underscored 
the pivotal role of  the 
Information Department 
in ensuring effective 
communication between 
the Government and the 
public, emphasizing the 
need for transparency, 
accuracy, timeliness and 
wider outreach in the dis-
semination of  information 
relating to government 
policies, developmental 
initiatives and public wel-
fare programmes.

Emphasising the 
importance of  adapting to 
the evolving media land-
scape, the Director called 
for greater utilization of  
digital P-06
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      Poonch

4 Terrorists Killed 
In Failed Infiltration 
Bid Near LoC

YOGESH

JAMMU: Four terrorists, 
including a top command-
er of  the Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT), were killed in a 
landmine explosion while 
attempting to infiltrate into 
Indian Territory near Line 
of  Control (LoC) in Poonch 
district on Monday.

Official sources said that 
the incident took place in the 
Krishna Ghati Sector where 
the group was attempting to 
cross into this side. 

“Terrorists were killed 
after triggering a landmine,” 
they said, adding, “The inci-
dent foiled an infiltration 
attempt, with all four terror-
ists dying at the spot.”

The identity of  the slain 
LeT commander and the cir-
cumstances leading to the sus-
pected infiltration attempt are 
being ascertained, sources said, 
adding that following the blast, 
security forces sounded an alert 
across the sector and stepped 

up vigilance along the LoC to 
assess the situation and prevent 
any potential security breach.

“Blast occurred in the Sat-
wal-Naki area near the LoC. 
The area is considered to be a 
traditional infiltration route. 
In the past few years, terror-
ists have made attempts to 
sneak into the Indian side of  
the border through the route, 
sources said, adding hat in the 
past, too, six to seven members 
of  Pakistan's BAT team were 
killed in a similar manner in 
this area,” sources said.

In the past, too, six to 
seven members of  Pakistan's 
BAT team were killed in a 
similar manner in this area.

Following the explosion, 
security forces sounded an 
alert across the sector and 
intensified vigilance along the 
LoC to assess the situation and 
prevent any possible security 
breach, officials said.

In a separate develop-
ment, Indian Army troops 
on Monday P-06

'Op Sindoor' Lessons Put Army 
Logistics In Focus: Rajnath Singh
Says Soldiers’ Welfare Integral To National Security

REHAN QAYOOM 

SRINAGAR: Stating that sol-
diers’ welfare is integral to 
national security, Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh on Monday 
said lessons from ‘Operation 
Sindoor’ have underscored 
the need for resilient military 
supply chains.

Addressing a function orga-
nized to launch ‘Bharat Rice’ for 
troops and Indian Army sign-
ing a 5-year agreement with 
the Food Corporation of  India 
(FCI), Singh, said, “The strategic 
analysis of  Operation Sindoor 
indicated that warning times 
could be extremely short in 
future conflicts. We must build 
logistics resilience to sustain 
our operations. This MoU with 
FCI represents a significant step 
in that direction.”

The Defence Minister said, 
“Soldiers’ operational readiness 
depends not only on weapons 
and equipment but also on their 
physical health, mental balance, 
morale and stamina, particular-
ly in harsh conditions.”

He said healthy food, robust 
equipment and complete train-
ing helped boost troops’ morale 
and prepare them to face chal-
lenges. “The welfare of  soldiers 
is not a peripheral issue, but an 
integral component of  national 
security,” he said.

Notably, under the Bharat 
Rice initiative, quality rice 
will be delivered directly to 
Army supply depots in remote 
areas, including Ladakh and 
the Northeast, instead of  being 
collected by Army depots from 
local FCI facilities.

Singh described Bharat Rice 
as a bond of  trust extending 
from the farmer’s field to the 
soldier’s plate, saying the initia-
tive embodied the spirit of  “Jai 
Jawan, Jai Kisan”.

“This superior-quality rice 
will be provided in accordance 

with standard specifications. 
Furthermore, we are ensuring 
ergonomic packaging. While 
this initiative might appear 
small, it offers immense oper-
ational relief  to the soldiers 
responsible for transporting 
rations to remote and difficult 
terrains,” he said.

The MoU provides the Army 
with a formal framework to 
use identified FCI warehouses, 
labour resources and material-
handling equipment during 
operational contingencies. It 
will support additional stor-

age, rapid mobilisation, disper-
sion and forward positioning of  
rations, stores and equipment 
closer to operational areas.

Singh said modern warfare 
depended not only on weapons, 
platforms and technology but 
also on storage capacity, trans-
portation networks, warehous-
ing and timely replenishment 
of  supplies.

Singh said the arrangement 
would strengthen the respon-

siveness of  military logistics 
while making better use of  exist-
ing national infrastructure. He 
described the agreement as a 
force multiplier for operational 
preparedness and an example of  
a “Whole-of-Government” and 
“Whole-of-Nation” approach.

He cited fighter aircraft land-
ing on expressways and roads 
and bridges built by the Border 
Roads Organisation being used 
by local residents as examples 
of  infrastructure serving both 
civilian and national P-06

‘BHARAT RICE TO 
reach Ladakh, Northeast 
depots; FCI pact to 

strengthen supply chains 
and troop welfare’

Abdullah Family Must Answer 
For 1987 Rigging: LoP Sharma

REHAN QAYOOM 

SRINAGAR: Leader of  
Opposition (LoP) Sunil 
Kumar Sharma on Monday 
termed the alleged rigging of  
the 1987 Assembly elections 
as the biggest case of  vote 
theft in the country and said 
the Abdullah family must 
answer questions surround-
ing the polls that brought 
Farooq Abdullah to power.

Speaking to reporters, 
Sharma, said the 1987 elec-
tions remained a symbol of  
electoral malpractice and 
that the Abdullah family 
should respond to allegations 
linked to those polls.

"If  the allegation of  vote 
theft is to be placed on some-
one, it is on the 1987 rigging. 
Farooq Abdullah became 
Chief  Minister after votes 
were allegedly stolen," he said.

Sharma also referred to a 
district commissioner named 
Khaliq, alleging that legis-
lators elected during that 
period were popularly known 

as "Khaliq-made MLAs".
He further accused the 

Congress of  a history of  elec-
toral malpractice in Jammu 
and Kashmir while claiming 
that elections held under 
former prime minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
were conducted fairly.

Reacting to the INDIA 
bloc's campaign against 
alleged electoral irregulari-
ties, Sharma questioned its 
criticism of  electronic voting 
machines (EVMs), asking 
why the electoral P-06

NIA Attaches Srinagar Property 

In LeT-Linked Terror Case
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
has attached a residential prop-
erty in Srinagar, Jammu and 
Kashmir, which officials said 
on Monday was allegedly used 
to harbour Pakistani terrorists 
and hide incriminating material 
linked to a terror network.

According to an NIA state-
ment, the property is located 
at Khasra No. 315 in Danihama 
village, Hazratbal, and belongs 
to accused Ghulam Mohammad 
Mir, also known as Mama Gas. 
It was attached in a case involv-
ing a cross-border terrorist con-
spiracy linked to the banned 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).

The attachment was car-
ried out under Section 25 of  the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act, 1967, after obtaining the 
required prior approval of  the 

NIA Director General.
The investigation established 

a direct link between the prop-
erty and the terror conspiracy, 
as the premises were allegedly 
used for sheltering Pakistani ter-
rorists and concealing incrimi-
nating material connected with 
the terror network, the state-
ment said.

The case was initially regis-

tered on March 31 at Zakoora 
police station and was later 
taken over and re-registered by 
the NIA.

The agency said its probe 
exposed a network of  local over-
ground workers (OGWs) alleg-
edly working with LeT handlers 
based in Pakistan to facilitate the 
infiltration, movement, shelter 
and logistical support of  Paki-
stani terrorists for attacks on 
government establishments, 
security forces and civilians.

A search at Mir’s residence on 
April 6 led to the detection of  two 
suspected Pakistani terrorists, 
identified as Abu Huraira and 
Khubaib, who were allegedly 
associated with LeT, the agency 
said. The NIA also recovered 
and seized an explosive-like sub-
stance, digital devices and other 
incriminating material from the 
premises.

The investigation P-06

      'Children Are Nation’s Future'

DGP Calls For Collective 
Fight Against Drugs

REHAN QAYOOM 

SRINAGAR: Calling chil-
dren the future of  the nation, 
Jammu and Kashmir Direc-
tor General of  Police (DGP) 
Nalin Prabhat on Monday 
urged society to unite against 
drug abuse as he flagged off  
a joint J&K-Ladakh Police 
motorcycle rally from Sri-
nagar to Gujarat for Rash-
triya Ekta Diwas.

Speaking to reporters on 
the sidelines of  the func-
tion, Prabhat, said the anti-
drug campaign was gaining 
momentum in Jammu and 
Kashmir under the leader-
ship of  Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha.

"These small children are 
the future of  our country," he 
said, stressing that protect-
ing the younger generation 
from drug abuse was a col-
lective responsibility.

Referring to recent action 
against drug trafficking in 

Srinagar, the DGP said sig-
nificant progress had been 
made, with several arrests 
during the crackdown.

"This is a war being fought 
across society with a whole-
of-government approach," he 
said, urging people to active-
ly support the campaign.

"It is our duty to partici-
pate in this fight and say no 
to drugs," he added.

Earlier, Prabhat P-06

     4.6 Lakh Visitors In 9 Months

Ladakh Records 60% Jump In Sep Tourist Arrivals
LG Credits Connectivity, Events For UT’s Tourism Boom

YOGESH

LEH: Ladakh continues to 
see strong tourist footfall, 
with September 2026 record-
ing 55,582 tourist arrivals, up 
from 34,610 in September 2025 
– a year-on-year increase of  
60.60 per cent.

Between January 1 and Sep-
tember 30, 2026, the Union Ter-
ritory received 4,60,667 tour-
ists, compared with 3,35,872 
visitors in the full year 2025. 
The tourist arrivals during 
the first nine months of  2026 
have already surpassed the 
total footfall recorded in the 
previous year by 37.16 per 
cent, with three months still 
remaining in the current year.

The growth is equally evi-
dent in the comparison of  the 
corresponding nine-month 
periods. Ladakh received 

2,78,599 tourists between 
January and September 
2025, while the number rose 
to 4,60,667 during the same 
period in 2026, registering 
a substantial 65.38 per cent 
increase.

Tourist arrivals have risen 
across both domestic and for-

eign segments. During the 
first nine months of  2026, 
Ladakh welcomed 4,20,927 
domestic tourists and 39,740 
foreign tourists, compared to 
3,03,838 domestic and 32,034 
foreign tourists during the 
corresponding period in 2025. 
This represents a growth of  

approximately 38.54 per cent 
in domestic tourist arrivals 
and 24.06 per cent in foreign 
tourist arrivals.

In September 2026, domes-
tic tourist arrivals rose from 
29,888 to 49,188, while foreign 
tourist arrivals increased 
from 4,722 to 6,394 during the 
month.

Lieutenant Governor Vinai 
Kumar Saxena attributed this 
massive growth to improved 
connectivity and promoting 
events like Ladakh Bike Week, 
Ladakh Marathon, Ladakh 
Festivals, and recent pioneer-
ing initiatives like the world's 
highest-altitude Lilium flower 
fields and the introduction of  
India's first high-altitude wild-
life safari, which have added 
to the people's growing charm 
for Ladakh.

LG Saxena P-06

'Rain, Gusty Winds 
Likely Across J&K 
From Oct 13'

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir is likely to experience light 
to moderate rainfall, thunder-
storms and gusty winds at many 
places from October 13 to 15, with 
light snowfall over higher reach-
es, the Meteorological Centre Sri-
nagar said on Monday.

The MeT department said gen-
erally cloudy weather with light 
rain at isolated places was expected 
on Monday, while higher reaches 
may receive light snowfall.

It has forecast generally dry 
weather with a brief  spell of  
light rain at isolated places on 
October 16, followed by dry con-
ditions from October 17 to 24.

In its advisory, accessed, the 
department urged farmers to 
ensure safe storage of harvested 
apples, paddy and other crops 
during October 13-15 in view of the 
possibility of rain and gusty winds.

It also warned of  light snow-
fall over important mountain 
passes and roads during the 
period and advised travellers, 
transporters and the P-06

J&K Set To Lead Nation 
With First Mountain 
Development Policy: CM

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Monday 
called for a practical and bal-
anced approach to sustain-
able mountain development, 
stressing that environmental 
protection, economic growth 
and people’s livelihoods must 
go hand in hand.

The Chief  Minister was 
speaking after inaugurating 
the 13th Sustainable Mountain 
Development Summit, jointly 
organised by SKUAST-Kash-
mir and the Integrated Moun-
tain Initiative, in collaboration 
with the Jammu and Kashmir 

Science, Technology and Inno-
vation Council (JKSTIC). The 
summit, held under the J&K 
Agriculture Science Con-
gress-2026, is themed around 
sustainable Himalayan land-
scapes for inclusive Viksit 
Bharat and the formulation 
of  a Sustainable Mountain 
Development Policy for 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Emphasising the urgent 
need to protect the region’s 
fragile mountain ecology, 
the Chief  Minister said cli-
mate change, erratic snow-
fall, water scarcity, extreme 
rainfall and landslides were 
increasingly P-06
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CM Omar mourns demise 
of former Minister 
S. Harbans Singh

DC Sgr inspects progress in construction of 

District Circuit House Bemina

Jatin Kishore assumes 
Charge as DC Budgam

Dr. Basharat Qayoom assumes Charge 
as Commissioner SMC, CEO SSCL

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah has 
expressed deep grief  over 
the demise of  former Min-
ister S. Harbans Singh, 
who passed away at a pri-
vate hospital in Jammu 
early Monday at the age 
of  84.

Recalling his dis-
tinguished service to 
Jammu and Kashmir, the 
Chief  Minister termed 
his demise a great loss to 
Jammu and Kashmir. The 
Chief  Minister extended 

his heartfelt condolences 
to the bereaved family and 
prayed for eternal peace to 
the departed soul.

S. Harbans Singh served 

as cabinet minister in the 
government headed by 
former J&K Chief  Minister 
Dr Farooq Abdullah from 
1996 to 2002.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Dr. Basharat 
Qayoom, Monday assumed 
charge as Commissioner, 
Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration (SMC), and Chief  
Executive Officer, Srinagar 
Smart City Limited (SSCL), 
with a focus on strength-
ening civic services and 
making urban governance 
more responsive to the 
needs and aspirations of  
Srinagar’s citizens.

Dr. Basharat Qayoom 
succeeds Faz Lul Haseeb. 
A brief  function was held 
at the SMC Headquarters 
to welcome the newly 
appointed Commissioner 
and CEO. Senior offi-
cers and officials of  SMC 
and SSCL welcomed Dr. 
Basharat Qayoom and 
assured him of  their full 
cooperation in advancing 
citizen-centric governance 
and ensuring efficient, 
accessible and responsive 
municipal services.

Addressing the officers 
and officials, Dr. Basharat 
Qayoom reiterating the 
“Citizen First approach “ 
emphasised that citizens 
must remain at the centre 
of  the Corporation’s poli-
cies, programmes and ser-
vice delivery mechanisms. 
He stressed the importance 
of  accountable administra-
tion, effective interdepart-
mental coordination and 
timely resolution of  public 
grievances to address the 
everyday civic concerns of  
residents.

He highlighted the need 
to strengthen grievance 
redressal mechanisms, 
improve the delivery of  
essential municipal ser-
vices and ensure greater 
responsiveness to citizens’ 
complaints and feedback. 
He also underscored the 
importance of  a coordi-
nated and forward-looking 
approach towards trans-
forming Srinagar into a 
sustainable, clean and 

liveable city where urban 
development translates 
into tangible improve-
ments in the quality of  life 
of  residents.

 His assumption of  
charge is expected to 
provide further impetus 
to ongoing urban devel-
opment programmes, 
Smart City initiatives 
and efforts to improve 
the accessibility, effi-
ciency and accountabil-
ity of  municipal services.

As Commissioner, SMC, 
and CEO, SSCL, the focus 
will be on strengthen-
ing civic infrastructure, 
improving sanitation and 
other essential munici-
pal amenities, promoting 
sustainable urban plan-
ning, enhancing public 
participation and ensur-
ing the timely implemen-
tation of  development 
projects. Greater empha-
sis on citizen engagement 
and responsive grievance 
redressal will remain cen-
tral to efforts to address 
public concerns and 
improve service delivery.

The overarching objec-
tive is to build upon the 
existing responsive, inclu-
sive and citizen-friendly 
municipal administration, 
ensuring that the benefits 
of  urban development are 
reflected in better civic 
amenities, improved public 
services and an enhanced 
quality of  life for the people 
of  Srinagar.
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SRINAGAR: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Sri-
nagar, Akshay Labroo 
Monday conducted an on-
site inspection of  the  con-
struction work of  District 
Circuit House, Srinagar at 
Bemina.

He also inspected the 
progress of  ongoing works 
on the Additional Accom-
modation Block of  the Zila 
Sainik Welfare Bhawan at 
Batamaloo.

During the visit, the 
DC was accompanied by 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Mir, Imtiyaz Ul 
Aziz, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, Aadil 
Fareed, Chief  Planning 
Officer, Fayaz Ahmad Dar, 
IAS Probationer, Sai Kiran, 
Superintending Engineer 
R&B North, Shabir Ahmad, 
Superintending Engineer 
R&B, South, Tatheer Man-
zoor,  SDM West, Seerat 
Baji, SDM East, Zubair 
Ahmad,ACR, Umar Gulzar, 
Executive Engineer R&B, 
Fareed Khan, Executive 
Engineer R&B, Abdul 

Qayoom, Executive Engi-
neer, KPDCl 3rd, Abrar 
Hussain, Executive Engi-
neer, Water Works, Aijaz 
Rafiq, Tehsildar South, 
Sajad Rasool, Tehsildar 
North, Syed Shahid and 
other concerned Officers.

At the construction 
site of  the District Cir-
cuit House at Bemina, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
took stock of  the prog-
ress of  ongoing works and 
reviewed various compo-
nents of  the project, aimed 
at augmenting cost effec-

tive accommodation &  rea-
sonable facilitation ameni-
ties in the District.

On the occasion, the 
DC underscored the sig-
nificance of  the facility in 
strengthening cost effec-
tive accommodation and 
facilitation infrastructure 
in Srinagar and improving 
the availability of  suitable 
accommodation for public, 
official and other designat-
ed purposes.

The DC directed the con-
cerned executing agency to 
expedite the pace of  work 

while ensuring strict adher-
ence to prescribed quality 
standards and stipulated 
timelines, stressing that all 
components of  the project 
must be completed in a time-
bound manner without com-
promising on quality.

Later, the Deputy Com-
missioner also reviewed 
the progress on the con-
struction of  the Addition-
al Accommodation Block 
at Zila Sainik Welfare 
Bhawan, Batamaloo aimed 
to enhance the accom-
modation capacity of  the 

facility and strengthen the 
delivery of  welfare servic-
es to eligible beneficiaries, 
particularly the wards of  
ex-servicemen and mar-
tyrs who visit or tempo-
rarily reside in Srinagar 
for educational purposes.

During an interaction 
with Officers and Offi-
cials of  Zila Sainik Wel-
fare Bhawan, the DC was 
informed that more than 40 
percent of  the civil works 
had been completed, with 
the ground floor completed 
and work underway on the 
first floor.

The DC stressed the 
need for expeditious exe-
cution of  the remaining 
works, directing the con-
cerned Officers to ensure 
timely completion of  the 
project so that the facility 
can be made functional at 
the earliest. He emphasized 
that the timely comple-
tion of  the Accommoda-
tion Block would enhance 
facilities for beneficiaries 
and contribute to the more 
effective delivery of  wel-
fare services to the wards 
of  ex-servicemen

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Jatin Kishore 
Monday assumed charge 
as the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Budgam, during 
a formal handover cer-
emony held in the office 
chamber of  the Deputy 
Commissioner.

He took over from Athar 
Aamir Khan, who was 
serving as Deputy Com-
missioner, Budgam.

The charge-taking 
ceremony was attend-

ed by senior officers of  
the district  adminis-
tration, including ADC 
Budgam Mehraj-ud-Din 
Shah, Joint Director 
Planning, Budgam, all 
SDM, Sub- Re gistrar 
Budgam, DIO and other 
senior officers.

Following the assump-
tion of  charge, Deputy 
Commissioner Budgam 
interacted with senior offi-
cers and took a brief  over-
view of  the functioning of  
various departments.

Drug Control Dept Kulgam conducts 
inspection of Chemist Shops

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: The Drug Con-
trol Department Kulgam 
Monday conducted mul-
tiple inspections of  chem-
ist shops in the vicinity 
of  Sub-District Hospital 
(SDH) Yaripora under the 
aegis of  the Nasha Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyaan (NMBA).

During the inspections, 
the officials checked and 
verified records of  sched-
uled drugs on the spot and 
examined the computer-
ized billing systems adopt-
ed by the chemists. CCTV 
footage was also checked 
to ensure compliance with 
the prescribed regulations.

During the drive, the 
operation of  one sales 
establishment was closed 
down for non-compliance 

with certain conditions of  
its licence.

The chemists were sen-
sitized about the impor-
tance of  strictly dispens-
ing drugs with addiction 
liability only against valid 
prescriptions issued by 
Registered Medical Practi-
tioners (RMPs). They were 
also directed to ensure that 
every sale of  medicine is 
supported by a proper cash 
memo.

The Drug Control 
Department reiterated that 
any violation of  statutory 
requirements will invite 
strict regulatory action. 
The department further 
stated that such enforce-
ment drives will contin-
ue across the district to 
ensure compliance with 
drug regulations.

Director Agriculture flags off farmers 
group for exposure visit to PAU
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SRINAGAR: Director Agri-
culture Kashmir,  Sartaj 
Ahmad Shah Monday 
flagged off  a group of  45 
progressive farmers from 
different zones of  Srinagar 
district for an exposure visit 
and capacity building pro-
gramme to Punjab Agricul-
ture University, Ludhiana.

The exposure visit has 
been organised by Agricul-
ture Production & Farmers 
Welfare department district 
Srinagar under HADP proj-
ect, Promotion of  aromatic 
and medicinal plants.

 While interacting with 
the farmers on the occasion, 
the Director said that that 
the main objective of  this 
exposure visit cum capac-
ity building programme is 
to train the local farmers in 
the niche sector of  medici-

nal and aromatic plants for 
a gradual shift from surviv-
al livelihood to high return 
agribusiness. As Kashmir 
offers a unique agro cli-
matic conditions for the 
cultivation of  aromatic and 
medicinal plants, this expo-
sure visit will provide an 
opportunity to the trainees 
to explore new income gen-
erating avenues in  Laven-
der, Rosemary, and special-
izes aromatic and medicinal 
plants that thrive locally.

Director Agriculture 
stressed upon the partici-
pants to take full advantage 
of  this opportunity so that 
they get acquainted with 
the latest high value vari-
eties of  medicinal and aro-
matic plants, their nursery 
management, post-harvest 
Extraction and processing 
besides exploring market 
dynamics.

DLC reviews implementation of Forest 
Rights Act 2006 in Anantnag
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ANANTNAG: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Anant-
nag, Dr. Bilal Mohi-ud-Din 
Bhat, Monday chaired a 
meeting of  the District 
Level Committee (DLC) 
under the Forest Rights 
Act (FRA), 2006, at the VC 
Hall of  the DC Office Com-
plex, Anantnag, to review 
the progress and status of  
implementation of  the Act 
in the district.

During the meeting, 
the committee undertook 
a detailed examination of  
six cases submitted for 
consideration under the 
Act. While scrutinising the 
cases, certain deficiencies 
were identified, and the 
concerned officers were 
directed to address the 
shortcomings and ensure 
that the requisite docu-

ments and formalities are 
completed at the earliest.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed the con-
cerned officers and mem-
bers of  the committee to 
expedite the process of  
scrutinising and process-
ing cases of  genuine ben-
eficiaries so that eligible 
cases are placed before the 
committee for consider-
ation and approval without 
unnecessary delay.

Emphasising the need 
for transparency, due dili-

gence and fairness in the 
implementation of  the Act, 
the DC stressed that all 
cases must be thoroughly 
examined at the ground 
level before being forward-
ed to the District Level 
Committee. He directed 
the field functionaries and 
committee members to 
ensure that no incomplete 
or ineligible case is placed 
before the committee and, 
at the same time, no eli-
gible and genuine benefi-
ciary is left out.

KPDCL announces power shutdown in Kashmir parts
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Engi-
neer, Distribution, KPDCL 
Monday informed that the 
Shutdown of 132 kV Delina-
Pattan Direct Ckt, 132 kV 
Pattan-Amargarh Ckt and 
33 KV Switchyard of  GSS 
Pattan will be observed 
due to which power supply 
to Pattan Town, Buran, 
Railway, Nihalpora, Hanji-
vera, Zanga, Hamray, Loli-
pora, Wanigam, Tapper, 
Tantraypora, Palhalan 
Market, Army, Aglar, 
Singhpora,Divar, SSM 
College, Skuast, Dusli-
pora, Kalseri, Mirgund, 
Rambilgrah, Hariwat-
noo, Rerum, Tangmarg, 
Shajimarg,Chandilora, 

Ferozpora, Alambal, Baba 
Reshi, Rangiwali, Kul-
hama, Kralweth, Mulgam, 
Crusher, Gulmarg, Shadi-
pora, Markundal, Sumbal 
(Partially) , Asham, Odina, 
Shilvat, Sultanpora, Shah-
gund, Panzinara, Naidkhah 
and adjoining areas will be 
affected from 09 AM to 03 
PM on 13 & 15 October 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of  
132 KV S/C Arampora-Vil-
gam Trans and 132 KV and 
33 KV Switchyard of  GSS 
Vilgam will be observed 
due to which power 
supply to Keran, Dolipora, 
Magam-Handwara, Vilgam 
Trehgam, Hayan, Zur-
hama, Hyhama, Gushie, 
Deedikot, Dolipora, Kral-
pora, Gazriyal, Chowkibal, 

Shumnag Valley, Keran 
Valley, Kalmoona Kral-
pora, Chowkibal, Harrie, 
Tangdar, Teetwal, Panz-
gam and adjoining areas 
will be affected from 09 
AM to 03 PM on  15 Octo-
ber 2026.

Likewise, shutdown of  
132 kV and 33 kV Switch-
yard of  GSS Magam will be 
observed from 10 AM to 03 
PM and 132 KV Zainakote-
Pattan Ckt-I, Ckt-II, 132 
KV Pattan-Magam Ckt-I 
and Ckt-II, from 09 AM to 
03 PM, due to which power 
supply to Mazhama, Kon-
gamdara, Ahmedpora, Ari-
panthan, Khag, Beerwah, 
Arizal, Dhobiwan, Kunzer 
and adjoining areas will be 
affected on 17 October 2026.

Kuldeep Krishan Sidha assumes 

charge as DC Pulwama
GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: Kuldeep 
Krishan Sidha, Monday 
assumed charge as the new 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Pulwama.

Upon assuming charge, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
was warmly received by the 
outgoing Deputy Commis-
sioner, Dr. Basharat Qayoom, 
along with other senior offi-
cers and officials of  the dis-
trict administration.

Soon after taking over, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
held an introductory-cum-
review meeting with senior 
district and sectoral offi-
cers at the Circuit House, 
Pulwama, to take stock of  
the overall developmental 
and administrative sce-
nario of  the district.

During the meeting, 
the Deputy Commis-
sioner interacted with 
the officers and sought a 
comprehensive overview 

of  the functioning of  vari-
ous departments, ongo-
ing developmental works, 
implementation of  govern-
ment schemes and delivery 
of  public services in the 
district.

He emphasized the 
need for close coordina-
tion among departments, 
timely execution of  devel-
opmental projects and 
efficient delivery of  public 
services to the people.

The Deputy Commission-
er directed officers to main-
tain a proactive and people-
centric approach, ensure 
effective implementation of  
government programmes 
and address public griev-
ances promptly.

He also called for 
focused efforts towards 
achieving developmental 
targets and strengthening 
inter-departmental coor-
dination for effective and 
result-oriented administra-
tion in the district.

The meeting was attended 
by ADDC Pulwama, Gulzar 
Ahmad Bhat; ADCs Pulwa-
ma, Tral and Awantipora; 
GM DIC Pulwama; District 
Programme Officer, Poshan 
Pulwama; Chief  Planning 
Officer, Pulwama; Superin-
tending Engineers of Hydrau-
lics, PWD (R&B) and KPDCL, 
ACR, ACD, ACP, CEO, Tehsil-
dars, BDOs and other district 
and sectoral officers from 
various departments.

SWD Kulgam observes International Girl Child Day
DC stresses education, safety, equal opportunities for girls
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KULGAM: Social Wel-
fare Department (SWD), 
Kulgam, Monday organ-
ised a programme at the 
Conference Hall, Kulgam, 
to mark the International 
Day of  the Girl Child, high-
lighting the importance of  
girls' education, safety, wel-
fare and empowerment.

Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Kulgam, Shahzad 
Alam, attended the pro-
gramme as the chief  
guest. District Social Wel-
fare Officer Kulgam, Raja 
Rameez, officers from line 
departments, students, 
lactating mothers, ASHA 
workers and other partici-
pants were present on the 
occasion.

Addressing the gather-

ing, the Deputy Commis-
sioner stressed the need to 
ensure equal opportunities 
for girls in education and 
other spheres of  life. He 
called for collective efforts 
by families, educational 
institutions and society 
to eliminate gender-based 
discrimination and ensure 
the safety, dignity and well-
being of  every girl child.

He also highlighted vari-
ous government initiatives 
aimed at protecting the 
rights of  girls and pro-
moting women's empow-
erment, urging people to 
create an environment 
where girls can pursue 
their aspirations and con-
tribute equally to society.

District Social Welfare 
Officer Kulgam, highlight-
ed the department's role 

in implementing welfare 
schemes and awareness 
programmes for women and 
children. He emphasised 
community participation 
in promoting gender equal-
ity and safeguarding the 
rights of  girls, while urging 
eligible beneficiaries to avail 
themselves of  various gov-
ernment welfare schemes.

On the occasion, baby 
kits were distributed 
among lactating mothers 
as part of  efforts to support 
maternal and child health 
and welfare.

The programme aimed 
to raise awareness about 
the rights of  the girl child 
and reinforce the collective 
responsibility of  society 
towards ensuring a safe, 
inclusive and supportive 
environment for every girl.

SWD organises Awareness Programmes 

on Social Security Schemes
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SRINAGAR: Social Wel-
fare Department (SWD), 
SANKALP-HEW Srinagar, 
organised awareness pro-
grammes at Rangpora and 
Illahi Bagh Srinagar to sen-
sitise the public about vari-
ous scholarships, sponsor-
ship assistance, skill devel-
opment courses and other 
social security schemes 
aimed at supporting eligible 
beneficiaries and promoting 
their social and economic 
empowerment.

The programmes were 
organised to enhance 
awareness among the com-
munity regarding the ben-
efits and eligibility criteria 
of  various welfare initia-
tives and to encourage eli-
gible individuals and fami-

lies to avail themselves of  
the assistance available 
through the Department 
of  Social Welfare. Spe-
cial emphasis was laid on 
reaching out to vulnerable 
sections of  society, includ-
ing children in need of  
care and protection, girls, 
women and economically 
disadvantaged families.

During the awareness 
sessions, participants were 
informed about various 
scholarship opportuni-
ties available for eligible 
students to support their 
education and help prevent 

school dropouts. Detailed 
information was also shared 
regarding sponsorship sup-
port for eligible children, 
skill development and voca-
tional training courses for 
improving employability, 
and other social security 
schemes intended to provide 
assistance to deserving ben-
eficiaries.

In addition, the Depart-
ment in collaboration with 
Mission Poshan at Illahi 
Bagh, celebrated Interna-
tional Girl Child Day 2026 
under the Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao (BBBP) initiative.
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Sakeena Itoo chairs 31st 
JKWDC Board meeting
Calls for efficiency, transparency to empower 
women entrepreneurs

DG Prosecution J&K addresses 

prosecution fraternity of UT
Emphasises professional excellence, accountability, institutional discipline

Comm SMC chairs introductory-cum-

review meeting with officers

COSL reviews progress on framing of 
recruitment rules for H&ME Dept

    4715 scholarships allotted so far

PMSSS witnesses significant 

progress in 2026-27

Timely completion of works essential to ensure 

benefits reach people: Speaker

DIPR bids affectionate 

farewell to Shreya Singhal

ACB catches Agriculture 
official accepting Rs 40,000 
bribe in Handwara
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SRINAGAR: The Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) 
on Monday caught a Senior Assistant of  the Sub-
Division Agriculture Office, Handwara, red-handed 
while demanding and accepting a bribe of  Rs 40,000 
for the release of  a pending tractor subsidy bill 
under the HADP scheme, officials said.

In a statement issued, the ACB said the accused, 
Irshad Ahmad Peer, was caught red-handed while 
demanding and accepting the bribe.

The ACB’s Police Station Baramulla had received 
a written complaint alleging that Peer had demand-
ed rupees 40,000 from the complainant for releasing 
a subsidy bill for a tractor purchased by the com-
plainant's brother under the HADP scheme. A dis-
creet verification was conducted, during which the 
allegations of  bribe demand were found to be true, 
the statement said.

Following the complaint and verification, a case 
(FIR No. 06/2026) under Section 7 of  the Prevention 
of  Corruption Act, 1988, as amended in 2018, was 
registered at ACB Police Station Baramulla on Octo-
ber 12, and an investigation was taken up.

The ACB said a trap team was constituted after 
the registration of  the case, with independent wit-
nesses associated as per procedure. The team subse-
quently caught the accused red-handed while alleg-
edly demanding and accepting the bribe of  rupees 
40,000, which was recovered from his possession. 
The accused has been arrested and further investi-
gation is in progress, the statement added.

BJP, Congress workers trade 
slogans during Srinagar protest

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Slogans like, Ek Kachori, Do Samosa, 
Rahul Gandhi Par Kya Bharosa echoed around 
Pratap Park in Srinagar on Monday as BJP Mahila 
Morcha activists staged a protest against Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi and the Congress party, accus-
ing them of  “vote chori”.

The protesters, assembled outside the Congress 
office around noon and raised slogans against 
Rahul Gandhi and the Congress leadership.

They also burnt an effigy of  Rahul Gandhi during 
the demonstration at Pratap Park in Srinagar.

The protest soon saw a face-off  between workers 
of  the two parties, with Congress workers coming 
out of  their office and raising counter-slogans, 
including “Vote Chor BJP” and “BJP Murdabad”.

The BJP protesters accused the Congress of  
electoral irregularities, while Congress workers 
responded with counter-slogans targeting the BJP.

The protest comes amid an ongoing political row 
over allegations of  “vote chori”, with the BJP and 
Congress trading accusations over electoral prac-
tices—(KNO)
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SRINAGAR: Minister 
for Social Welfare, Edu-
cation, Health and Medi-
cal Education, Sakeena 
Itoo Monday chaired the 
31st meeting of  Board of  
Directors of  the Jammu 
& Kashmir Womens' 
Development Corpora-
tion (JKWDC) Limited  
at SKICC.

The meeting was 
attended by Secretary, 
Social Welfare Dr. Doifode 
Sagar Dattatray; Manag-
ing Director JKWDC, 
Purnima Mittal repre-
sentatives of  Planning 
& Finance Departments, 
J&K and Apex Corpora-
tions from New Delhi.

During the meeting, 
the Board deliberated 
upon various important 
administrative, financial 
and policy matters con-
cerning the functioning of  
the Corporation and took 
several key decisions.

Speaking during the 
meeting, the Minister 
emphasised the need for 
the Corporation to func-
tion with greater effi-
ciency, transparency and 
responsiveness. She advo-
cated a focused approach 
towards ensuring that 
the intended benefits of  
welfare and development 
schemes reach the eligible 
Women beneficiaries in a 
timely manner.

Sakeena Itoo called for 
strengthening the insti-
tutional mechanisms, 
streamlining procedures 
and improving coordi-
nation among the con-
cerned stakeholders to 
facilitate easier access to 
financial assistance, self-
employment opportuni-
ties and other support 
measures for the Women 
entrepreneurs.

“Welfare interventions 
should translate into 
tangible improvements 
in the socio-economic 
conditions of  beneficia-
ries, particularly through 
initiatives that encourage 
entrepreneurship, sus-
tainable livelihoods and 
economic self-reliance”, 
maintained the Minister.

The Minister directed 
the Corporation to main-
tain close engagement 
with the beneficiaries 
and community rep-
resentatives, identify 

emerging requirements 
and take necessary mea-
sures to address genuine 
concerns within the pre-
scribed framework.

Sakeena Itoo appreciat-
ed the efforts of  the Corpo-
ration and stressed upon 
all concerned officers 
to ensure transparency, 
accountability, efficiency 
and timely implementa-
tion of  the decisions taken 
by the Board in the larger 
public interest.

During the meeting, 
the Board directed the 
Corporation to inten-
sify and expedite the 
recovery of  outstanding 
loans, particularly long-
pending dues and adopt 
all permissible measures 
for effective follow-up 
and timely recovery. 
She enquired about the 
establishment of  online 
system for recovery and 
disbursement of  various 
schemes.
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JAMMU: The new Direc-
tor General (DG) of  Pros-
ecution, Union Territory 
of  Jammu & Kashmir 
Sunita Kargotra Monday 
underscored the need to 
strengthen the prosecution 
system through profession-
al excellence, institutional 
discipline/strengthening, 
accountability and effec-
tive coordination among 
Prosecutors across the 
Union Territory.

In her maiden address 
to the Prosecutors of  UT 
of  J&K after taking over 
as the DG, Sunita Kargotra 
emphasised the pivotal role 
of  the Prosecution Depart-
ment in the Criminal Jus-
tice Delivery System. The 
Director General stated 
that the foremost objective 
of  the Directorate would be 
to ensure effective, fair and 
legally sound prosecution, 
while upholding the rule of  
law and public confidence 
in the Justice System.

She stressed that every 
Prosecutor must discharge 
his or her duties with 

integrity, diligence and a 
high degree of  professional 
competence. Timely exami-
nation of  Judgments and 
Court Orders, prompt legal 
action wherever warrant-
ed, effective case prepara-
tion and close coordination 
with investigating agen-
cies/ Stakeholders were 
identified as important 
areas requiring sustained 
attention.

The Director General 
also emphasised the need 
to foster a work culture 
founded on responsibility, 
merit and performance. 
She observed that officers, 
who take initiative, dem-
onstrate leadership and 
complete assignments with 
dedication, even under 
challenging circumstanc-

es, deserve recognition and 
encouragement.

Underscoring the 
importance of  collective 
responsibility, she called 
upon senior officers to lead 
by example, mentor their 
colleagues and ensure that 
the Directorate functions 
as a cohesive and profes-
sionally driven institution.

She further assured that 
genuine professional con-
cerns and issues relating 
to the working conditions 
and welfare of  Prosecutors 
would receive due consid-
eration and would be taken 
up with the higher authori-
ties for early consideration.

Reaffirming the core 
principles governing 
Prosecution, Ms. Kar-
gotra observed that the 
role of  a Prosecutor 
extends beyond securing 
convictions and includes 
assisting the courts in 
the fair administration 
of  Justice. She empha-
sised that independence, 
impartiality and adher-
ence to law must remain 
the guiding principles of  
every Prosecutor.
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SRINAGAR: The Committee 
on Subordinate Legislation of  
the Jammu & Kashmir Leg-
islative Assembly, under the 
Chairmanship of  its Chair-
man Muzaffar Iqbal Khan 
Monday convened a meeting 
at the J&K Legislative Assem-
bly Secretariat, Srinagar, to 
review the progress made in 
the framing and finalization 
of  recruitment rules pertain-
ing to the Health & Medical 
Education Department and 
other allied matters.

The meeting was attend-
ed by MLAs Hilal Akbar 
Lone, Dr. Bashir Ahmad 
Veeri, Bharat Bhushan, 
Sheikh Khursheed and 
Peerzad Feroz Ahmad of  
the Committee, who are the 
members of  the Committee.

Commissioner Secretary 
ARI & Training Shabnam 
Kamili, Commissioner Sec-
retary Law Justice Parlia-
mentary Affairs Achal Sethi 
besides senior officers of the 
concerned Departments/
organizations and officers 
of  the J&K Legislative 
Assembly Secretariat were 

present in the meeting.
The Chairman emphasized 

the need for expeditious final-
ization of  recruitment rules, 
observing that prolonged 
delay in framing such rules 
adversely affects the function-
ing of  institutions and the 
service interests of  employ-
ees. He stressed that the con-
cerned departments should 
accord priority to the matter 
and complete the prescribed 
formalities at the earliest.

The Committee was 
apprised by the Commis-
sioner Secretary, ARI & 
Trainings Department, that 
draft recruitment rules are in 
process and will be finalizaed 
after getting concurrence 
from the Finance Department.

During the meeting, 
the Chairman stressed 
the desirability of  framing 
uniform/model recruit-
ment rules for Medical and 

Dental Colleges, wherever 
the posts, requirements and 
recruitment procedures 
are substantially similar, 
instead of adopting separate 
rules for each institution.

In this regard, the Com-
mittee was informed that 
the ARI & Trainings Depart-
ment has already shared a 
format with the Health & 
Medical Education Depart-
ment for devising Model 
Recruitment Rules for all 
Medical/Dental Colleges.

T h e  C o m m i t t e e 
expressed concern over 
delay in finalization of  
Recruitment Rules and 
emphasized that the process 
should be accorded the high-
est priority, particularly in 
view of its direct bearing on 
functioning of  health insti-
tutions and the career pros-
pects and service interests 
of  employees.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Commis-
sioner, Srinagar Munici-
pal Corporation (SMC), Dr. 
Basharat Qayoom, Monday 
chaired an introductory-
cum-review meeting with 
officers representing all 
wings of  the Corporation, 
underscoring the need to 
make municipal services 
more efficient, accessible 
and responsive to the needs 
of  citizens.

The meeting focused on 
reviewing the functioning 
of  various wings, assess-
ing ongoing developmen-
tal works, strengthening 
sanitation and cleanliness 
mechanisms, improving 
public grievance redressal 
and identifying priority 
areas requiring immediate 
attention.

Taking a comprehensive 
overview of  the Corpora-

tion’s activities, the Com-
missioner reviewed depart-
mental responsibilities, the 
progress of  ongoing works, 
operational challenges and 
service delivery mecha-
nisms. He emphasised that 
citizen welfare, efficient 
civic services and account-
able administration must 

remain at the core of  SMC’s 
functioning.

Dr. Basharat Qayoom 
stressed the need for a 
proactive and time-bound 
approach to public griev-
ance redressal, direct-
ing officers to ensure 
that complaints received 
through various channels 

are addressed promptly 
and followed through to 
their logical conclusion. He 
emphasised that citizens 
must experience tangible 
improvements in munici-
pal services, with particu-
lar attention to responsive-
ness, transparency and 
accountability.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of  sanitation and 
cleanliness in maintaining 
the city’s civic standards, 
the Commissioner called for 
strengthened coordination 
among the concerned wings 
to ensure effective sanita-
tion operations, improved 
waste management and 
sustained cleanliness across 
Srinagar. He stressed that 
field-level monitoring and 
timely intervention are 
essential for resolving san-
itation-related issues and 
maintaining public spaces.

The Commissioner also 

underscored the need for 
close monitoring of  devel-
opmental works, adherence 
to prescribed timelines and 
optimum utilisation of avail-
able resources. He called 
upon officers to identify bot-
tlenecks, expedite pending 
works and ensure that devel-
opment initiatives translate 
into visible and meaningful 
improvements in the lives of  
citizens.

Emphasising coordinated 
functioning across depart-
ments, Dr. Basharat Qayoom 
directed all wings to work 
in close synergy, strengthen 
internal monitoring mecha-
nisms and adopt a result-ori-
ented approach to municipal 
administration. He stressed 
that accountability must be 
reflected in measurable out-
comes, timely service deliv-
ery and effective resolution 
of  public concerns.

The Commissioner 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  Department 
of  Information and Public 
Relations (DIPR) Monday 
accorded an affectionate 
farewell to Shreya Singhal, 
outgoing Director Infor-
mation, on her transfer 
as Deputy Commissioner 
Ganderbal, acknowledging 
her valuable contributions, 
professional commitment 
and leadership during her 
tenure in the Department.

The farewell gathering 
was attended by Direc-
tor Information, Mamta 
Yadav; Joint Director Infor-
mation (Hqr), Dr. Zahoor 
Ahmad Raina; Joint Direc-
tor Information Kashmir, 
Syed Shahnawaz Bukhari; 
Deputy Director Informa-
tion (PR/AV), Javid Ahmad 
Rather; Deputy Director 
Information (PR) Kashmir, 

Mohammad Rafiq Zullah; 
Deputy Director Informa-
tion (Hqr) Kashmir, Zubair 
Ahmad Lattoo; other offi-
cers and officials of  the 
Department, who expressed 
their appreciation for her 
administrative acumen and 
dedicated efforts towards 
strengthening the Depart-
ment’s information dis-
semination mechanism 
and enhancing its public 
outreach initiatives.

The officers and officials 
recalled her encouraging 

leadership, approachable 
demeanor and emphasis 
on teamwork, coordination 
and accountability. They 
acknowledged her contri-
bution towards fostering a 
positive working environ-
ment and motivating the 
staff  to uphold the highest 
standards of  public service 
and professional integrity.

The Department also 
wished Shreya Singhal 
good health, happiness and 
success in all her future 
endeavours.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Prime Min-
ister’s Special Scholarship 
Scheme (PMSSS) has regis-
tered a significant progress 
during the current aca-
demic session 2026–27, with 
4715 scholarships allotted 
against the annual target 
of  5000, thereby achieving 
94.3 per cent of  the overall 
target so far.

PMSSS provides stu-
dents of  Jammu & Kash-
mir and Ladakh through 
AICTE counselling pro-
cess, an opportunity to 
pursue undergraduate 
studies in institutions 
outside these Union Ter-
ritories, with financial 
support towards academic 
fees and maintenance 
expenses. The scheme 
aims to improve access to 
quality higher education, 

enhance skills and expand 
employment opportunities 
for youth.

During the current Aca-
demic Session 2026–27, 1894 
scholarships have been 
allotted under General 
Degree Courses against 
2070, and 2741 scholar-
ships under Professional 
Courses against 2830, and 
80 scholarships under Med-
ical/BDS courses against 
the target of  100.

The current achieve-
ment is significantly 
higher than the full- year 
figures recorded during 
the previous three aca-
demic sessions. PMSSS had 
recorded 3627 beneficiaries 
in 2023–24, 3674 in 2024–25 
and 3585 in 2025–26. The 
current-year allotment is 
already 1130 higher than 
the 2025–26 figure, register-
ing an increase of  around 

31.5 per cent.
The Higher Education 

Department, Government 
of  Jammu & Kashmir, has 
been facilitating and coor-
dinating the implementa-
tion of  PMSSS in the UT, 
including timely com-
mencement of  registration 
and counselling, besides 
facilitating through Facili-
tation Centres and Facil-
itation-cum-Document 
Verification Centres for 
students.

The Department also 
plays an important role 
in the verification and 
review mechanism under 
the scheme through the 
UT-level Review Commit-
tee headed by the Commis-
sioner/Secretary, Higher 
Education Department, 
with the Director Col-
leges, J&K as its Member 
Secretary.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Speaker 
Jammu and Kashmir Leg-
islative Assembly and MLA 
Charar-i-Sharief, Abdul 
Rahim Rather, Monday 
convened a review meet-
ing to take stock of  prog-
ress of  development works 
being executed in Charar-i-
Sharief  constituency under 
various schemes by the 
Public Works Department 
(R&B) and the Rural Devel-
opment Department (RDD).

During the meeting, the 
Speaker reviewed the scheme-
wise progress of  works being 
undertaken under District 
Capex, UT Capex, NABARD, 
Bridges, C&T and SASCI by 
PWD (R&B), besides works 
being executed under DDC, 
BDC, PRI, ADBP, CDF, CDP, 
SBM and other schemes by 
the RDD.

Emphasising the need for 
timely execution of develop-
ment projects, the Speaker 
directed the concerned offi-
cers to expedite the pace of  
ongoing works and ensure 
their completion within the 
stipulated timelines while 
maintaining the prescribed 
quality standards.

He underscored that 
timely completion of  devel-
opment works was a col-
lective responsibility of  all 
stakeholders. He added that 
the primary objective of  

these projects was to ensure 
that the benefits of  various 
government schemes reach 
the people without any 
unnecessary delay.

“The benefits of  govern-
ment schemes can reach the 
intended beneficiaries only 
when the sanctioned works 
are executed efficiently 
and completed within the 
stipulated timeframe,” 
maintained the Speaker. He 
stressed the need for great-
er accountability and close 
monitoring at every stage of  

execution.
While reviewing the 

macadamisation of  various 
roads in the constituency, 
the Speaker expressed con-
cern over delay in execution 
of  the works. He directed 
the concerned officers to 
expedite the pace of  mac-
adamisation and ensure 
its completion at the earli-
est. He emphasised that the 
available working season 
was nearing its end due to 
the onset of  severe winter 
conditions, leaving a lim-

ited window for carrying 
out such works. He stressed 
the need for timely interven-
tion and effective supervi-
sion to ensure that the road 
macadamisation works are 
completed within the avail-
able working season without 
compromising on quality 
standards.

The Speaker also directed 
the concerned departments 
to expedite the tendering 
and allotment process of  
pending works so that their 
execution could commence 
without delay and the proj-
ects could be completed 
within the prescribed time-
lines. He called for effective 
inter-departmental coordi-
nation and regular monitor-
ing to address bottlenecks, 
wherever encountered, and 
ensure the smooth imple-
mentation of  development 
projects.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.
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Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Kashmir’s Handicrafts 
Cannot Survive On 
Sentiment Alone

K
ashmir’s traditional handicrafts are more than products made 
by skilled hands. They are a living expression of the Valley’s 
history, cultural identity and artistic excellence. From the 
intricate patterns of papier-mâché and the delicate weave of 
Pashmina to the elegance of carpets and traditional embroi-

dery, these crafts have carried Kashmir’s name across the world. Yet, 
behind this celebrated heritage lies an uncomfortable reality: the people 
who preserve it are increasingly struggling to make a dignified living.
Concerns raised by a delegation of artisans from Srinagar’s Shehr-
e-Khaas have once again brought the challenges confronting the 
handicrafts sector into focus. Their grievance that artisans receive 
only a limited share of the value generated by their products points 
to a deep-rooted imbalance in the traditional craft economy. Kash-
miri handicrafts may command considerable value in domestic and 
international markets, but the artisans whose skill creates that value 
often remain at the margins of its financial rewards.
This contradiction demands serious attention. If a handcrafted Kashmiri 
product fetches a handsome price in the market while its maker struggles 
to meet household expenses, the benefits of the trade are clearly not 
reaching those who deserve them most. Cultural recognition means little 
when the hands that sustain a tradition remain economically insecure.
The problem is not simply a lack of demand. Kashmiri handicrafts 
continue to enjoy recognition for their craftsmanship, originality 
and heritage. The greater challenge is ensuring that this recognition 
translates into better earnings, fairer returns and greater security for 
artisans. Middlemen, market access, changing consumer preferences 
and the growing complexity of commercial competition all deserve 
examination. The objective should be to create a system in which 
artisans are not merely producers at the bottom of the value chain but 
respected participants in the economic success of their own creations.
Equally worrying is the declining interest among younger generations 
in taking up traditional occupations. This should not be dismissed as a 
change in lifestyle or a loss of cultural attachment. Young people are 
increasingly conscious of their economic future. They cannot reason-
ably be expected to spend years mastering demanding techniques if 
the eventual returns offer little financial stability, limited opportuni-
ties for growth and uncertain prospects for their families.
No tradition can survive for long if its practitioners are forced to choose 
between preserving their heritage and securing their livelihood.
The responsibility for reversing this trend rests with the government, indus-
try stakeholders, exporters, designers and the institutions entrusted with 
promoting Kashmir’s crafts. Financial assistance and welfare measures 
are important, but support must extend beyond occasional schemes and 
announcements. Artisans need access to affordable credit, social security, 
healthcare, insurance, skill-development programmes and reliable market-
ing channels. Their work must be connected directly to wider markets so 
that a greater share of the final price reaches the maker.
There is also a need to strengthen cooperative models and transparent 
marketing arrangements that improve artisans’ bargaining power. Digital 
platforms and international exhibitions can open new opportunities, 
but these initiatives must be accessible to individual artisans and small 
craft groups rather than benefiting only established commercial players. 
Measures to protect authenticity, prevent imitation and strengthen geo-
graphical indication recognition where applicable can also help preserve 
the identity and value of genuine Kashmiri products.
The government must listen to artisans from Shehr-e-Khaas and other 
traditional craft centres not merely as representatives of a fading 
occupation but as custodians of an economic and cultural asset. Their 
concerns should lead to a comprehensive assessment of earnings, 
market access, working conditions and the effectiveness of existing 
support mechanisms. Policies designed without adequate consulta-
tion with artisans are unlikely to address the realities they face.
At the same time, the private sector must recognise that the future of 
Kashmir’s handicrafts depends on the sustainability of the artisan com-
munity. Commercial success cannot be separated from fair compensation 
for skilled labour. A thriving export market means little if the people 
responsible for producing its goods are gradually abandoning their craft.
Kashmir’s handicrafts have survived generations of social and economic 
change because knowledge has passed from one generation to the next. 
That chain is now under pressure. Once a specialised skill disappears from 
a family or community, reviving it can take decades, if it is possible at all.
The Valley cannot afford to allow its artistic legacy to become a sub-
ject of nostalgia, displayed in museums and celebrated in tourism 
campaigns while its living practitioners struggle for survival. Preserv-
ing handicrafts requires more than praising their beauty; it requires 
protecting the dignity of the people who create them.
Kashmir’s handicrafts will have a future only when artisans can earn a 
respectable living from their skills. The real test of the government’s 
commitment to cultural preservation is not how often it celebrates 
these crafts, but whether the next generation sees enough promise 
in them to carry the tradition forward.

       Tourism Beyond Destinations

Why India’s Next Leap Must Be Built On Partnership

GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT

I
ndia has never suffered from a shortage 
of destinations. What it has occasionally 
lacked is the institutional imagination 
to make the world discover them, reach 
them, experience them and, most 

importantly, return to them.
Our civilisational inheritance is almost 

without parallel: ancient cities and living 
traditions, sacred landscapes and wildlife, 
architecture and crafts, cuisine and festivals, 
mountains and coastlines. Yet tourism is not 
created by heritage alone. A monument does 
not constitute a destination; a destination is 
an ecosystem. It is the road that leads to it, the 
story that precedes the journey, the hospitality 
that receives the traveller, the artisan who 
gives it authenticity, the technology that 
makes it discoverable, and the community 
whose participation determines whether 
tourism becomes an economic opportunity 
or merely an intrusion.

This is why the next chapter of  Indian 
tourism must be written not in terms 
of  destinations alone, but in terms of  
partnerships.

The old architecture of  tourism was 
largely hierarchical. Governments built 
infrastructure, destinations were promoted, 
industry transported and accommodated 
visitors, and communities remained largely 
at the periphery. The new architecture 
must be horizontal. Government, industry, 
technology companies, creators, investors, 
States, local bodies and communities must 
become co-creators of  the tourism experience.

The distinction is more than semantic. It 
represents a fundamental change in how we 
understand development.

Tourism today is no longer simply the 
movement of  people from one place to 
another. It is the movement of  ideas, stories, 
aspirations, capital and cultural influence. 
The traveller increasingly seeks not merely to 
see India but to encounter it — to taste its food, 
understand its traditions, enter its homes, 
meet its artisans and participate, however 
briefly, in its living culture.

That transformation presents India with an 
extraordinary opportunity. But opportunity 
without coordination rarely becomes outcome.

The State therefore has a vital, though 
changing, role. Its responsibility is not to do 
everything; it is to make more things possible. 
Public investment in roads, airports, railways, 
sanitation, digital infrastructure, heritage 
conservation and civic amenities provides the 
foundation upon which private enterprise can 
innovate and invest. Political will provides 
continuity and direction. Industry contributes 
capital, managerial expertise, technology and 
access to markets. Communities contribute 

what no government or corporation can 
manufacture: authenticity.

The real challenge is to bring these 
capacities together. The Ministry of Tourism’s 
expanding engagement with industry is an 
attempt in this direction. Eleven strategic 
MoUs have been entered into, including 
five exchanged on World Tourism Day 2026. 
Their importance lies not in the documents 
themselves but in the capabilities they seek 
to connect — technology, mobility, hospitality, 
content, digital outreach and local enterprise.

Consider the changing economics of  
destination discovery. A generation ago, 
a traveller might have encountered India 
through a travel guide or an advertisement. 
Today, a destination can enter the global 
imagination through a film, a streaming 
platform, a creator’s narrative or an image 
encountered on a mobile phone.

The collaboration with Netflix demonstrates 
this new grammar of destination promotion, 
bringing India’s culture, wildlife and 
mountain landscapes to international 
audiences. Flavours of  India, showcased at 
ITB Berlin 2026, and promotional campaigns 
in London and New York illustrate how the 
geography of tourism is increasingly preceded 
by the geography of storytelling.

But storytelling must eventually lead 
to a reason to travel. This is where the 
next generation of  partnerships becomes 
significant. Project Varanasi Priceless, 
developed with Mastercard, moves beyond 
advertising towards an experience that 
can actually be discovered and booked: 
the Ganga at sunrise, classical music, 
conversations around literature, Banarasi 
weaving communities and heritage stays. 
The significance of  such an initiative is that 
Varanasi is presented not as a monument to 
be photographed but as a civilisation to be 
experienced. This distinction should inform 
our entire tourism strategy.

India must move from selling attractions to 
curating experiences. Air connectivity is an 
equally important part of  this architecture. 
Partnerships with Alliance Air, Air India 
and IndiGo extend Incredible India into 
the passenger ecosystem itself, bringing 
destination promotion into flights, digital 

platforms and international markets.
Technology adds another dimension: 

intelligence. The future tourism system must 
increasingly understand who is travelling, 
what travellers seek, where demand is 
emerging and how preferences are changing. 
The collaboration with Google India, 
including capacity-building and work towards 
understanding global travel demand and 
traveller behaviour, points towards a tourism 
policy that can become progressively more 
evidence-led.

Yet the most consequential transformation 
may occur far away from the traditional 
tourism centres.

If  tourism is to become genuinely inclusive, 
the village must become as important to 
tourism policy as the metropolitan gateway. 
The homestay can become as important as the 
hotel. The artisan can become as important 
as the attraction. The local entrepreneur can 
become as important as the large operator.

Partnerships involving Airbnb, Soul of India 
and MakeMyTrip are attempting precisely this 
democratisation of  opportunity — equipping 
homestay hosts with digital capabilities, giving 
lesser-known destinations greater visibility 
and connecting unexplored villages with 
creators and bookable accommodation. The 
underlying proposition is profound: when a 
destination enters the traveller’s imagination, 
the economic opportunity it creates must 
enter the lives of  the people who give that 
destination its identity.

This is the true test of  tourism-led 
development. Visitor numbers alone cannot 
be the measure of  success. We must ask a 
more searching question: Who benefits when 
a destination succeeds?

Does the artisan earn more? Does the young 
person find an opportunity locally? Does the 
woman entrepreneur gain a market? Does the 
community acquire an incentive to preserve 
its cultural and natural inheritance? Does the 
traveller leave with a deeper understanding 
rather than merely a photograph?

If  the answer to these questions is 
affirmative, tourism becomes more than 
an industry. It becomes an instrument of  
cultural confidence and distributed economic 
development.

India’s lesser-known destinations offer 
an especially significant opportunity in this 
regard. Technology can bring them to younger 
audiences; mobility can make them accessible; 
private investment can create appropriate 
infrastructure; and community participation can 
ensure that growth does not come at the cost of  
identity. Initiatives supporting community-led 
heritage tourism in the Himalayas, including 
the documentation of oral traditions, crafts and 
indigenous knowledge, demonstrate how tourism 
can become an ally of preservation rather than 
its adversary.

But partnership must not become 
another bureaucratic vocabulary for signing 
agreements.

An MoU is only a beginning. The real 
partnership begins when an agreement 
produces a product, when a campaign 
produces a traveller, when a traveller 
produces local income, and when that income 
produces greater community ownership of  
the destination.

Industry associations and the travel 
trade therefore remain indispensable. Their 
knowledge of  markets, travellers, itineraries 
and distribution can convert aspiration into 
actual journeys. States and local institutions, 
meanwhile, determine the quality of  the 
experience on the ground.

The future of  Indian tourism will 
consequently depend upon our ability to 
dissolve old institutional boundaries — 
between government and industry, Centre 
and States, technology and tradition, global 
platforms and local communities.

Varanasi offers a glimpse of this possibility: 
storytelling, music, heritage, weaving, 
hospitality and technology converging around 
a single destination.

The larger lesson is unmistakable. India 
does not need merely more tourists. It needs 
a stronger tourism society.

A society in which the citizen sees tourism not 
as an industry belonging to someone else, but as 
an opportunity in which he or she has a stake. 
A society in which public investment creates 
the platform, private investment multiplies 
possibilities and community participation gives 
development legitimacy.

The tourism destination of  the future will 
therefore not be a place marked on a map. It 
will be a network of relationships.

And India’s competitive advantage may 
ultimately lie not merely in the magnificence 
of what we possess, but in our capacity to bring 
together the many people and institutions 
capable of transforming that inheritance into 
an experience the world values.

The question before us is no longer whether 
India has enough to offer the traveller.

It plainly does. The question is whether 
we can build the partnerships necessary to 
ensure that every journey into India becomes 
a journey into its civilisation — and that the 
prosperity generated by that journey reaches 
the people who keep that civilisation alive. 
(Courtesy: PIB)

(The author is Union Minister for Culture 
& Tourism)

Capitalism And The Seventeen Threats To Life On Earth

BHABANI SHANKAR NAYAK

T
he report of the Lancet 
Commission on ‘21st 
Century Global Threats 
to Health’ has identified 
seventeen threats to global 

health: air pollution, antimicrobial 
resistance, childhood malnutrition, 
the collapse of development and 
health assistance and aid, conventional 
conflicts, high alcohol use, high blood 
pressure, income inequality, low 
educational attainment, the malicious 
use of AI, nuclear conflict, obesity, 
pandemics, poor mental health, 
smoking, and unhealthy aging.

These are threats to health and 
life on earth. The malicious use of  
AI and nuclear conflict carry the 
potential for catastrophic extinction 
of  the idea of  life and planet. Social, 
political and economic conditions 
produce and impose these threats 
on people. Their impacts will 
be uneven, and working and 
marginalised populations in 
underdeveloped and developing 
countries will pay the greater price.

The Lancet report projects 
that these seventeen threats will 
contribute to a total loss of at least 
one billion years of healthy life by the 
end of the century (2025–2100) if they 
are not averted through changes in 
policy direction and positive policy 
interventions. These threats are not 
independent from each other but 
interconnected issues that define 
planetary crisis of our times.

What are the sources or origins of  
these seventeen threats? Capitalism 
as an economic, political, social and 
cultural system produces conditions 
in which corporations overexploit 
nature, destroy the environment, 
and impose climate change and 
crisis on poor people in terms of  

lives and livelihoods. Extractive 
and other large-scale industries 
cause water, air and land pollution, 
which causes respiratory diseases 
and kills more than 8 million people 
annually worldwide.

Climate-driven wildfire smoke 
claimed over 154,000 lives globally, 
according to Health Policy Watch. 
The WHO report predicts that 
extreme heatwaves could cause 
250,000 deaths annually between 
2030 and 2050. The environmental 
crisis is further aggravated by 
the use of  pesticides and various 
fertilisers in agriculture, which 
pollutes land, air, water and food.

Profit-driven agriculture under 
the capitalist system uses 70% of all 
antimicrobials in livestock, aquaculture 
and farming. Antimicrobials are not 
used to treat illness but are added to 
animal feed for rapid growth, and they 
are transmitted to humans through 
the contaminated food chain, creating 
conditions for antimicrobial resistance.

This is further aggravated by 
the privatisation of health, where 
sickness is a business for profit. 
Medical practitioners are paid by 
the pharmaceutical industry to 
overprescribe antibiotics and made 
it accessible for public without 
prescription which accelerates 
antimicrobial resistance and creates 
an unprecedented health crisis. A 
Lancet and WHO study reveals that 
antimicrobial resistance directly 
causes 1.14 million deaths and is 
associated with 4.71 million deaths 
globally each year. The environmental 
crisis breeds various pandemics that 
cause millions of deaths. COVID-
19 has caused approximately 7.12 
million deaths worldwide.

According to the WHO, tobacco 
smoking caused roughly 100 million 
deaths in the 20th century, and if  
the current trends persists, smoking 
can cause up to 1 billion deaths in 
the 21st century. Governments 
continue to promote it in different 
ways by following the rent-seeking 
culture of  capitalism. Historically, 
tobacco industries played a central 
role in converting a need-based 

society into a desire-based society 
in the 20th century, in line with 
the requirements of  capitalism. 
Tobacco companies continue to 
make super-profits at the cost of  
human lives. Similarly, capitalist 
rent-seeking policies frame, promote 
and implement alcohol policies 
through governments, causing 2.6 
million deaths worldwide each year.

Wars and conflicts are not 
natural; they are promoted by 
imperialist forces to sustain capitalist 
exploitation and domesticate people 
and control their resources. Data from 
the Uppsala Conflict Data Program 
(2026), Brown University study, and 
the Peace Research Institute Oslo 
(PRIO) reveal the cost of wars in 
terms of deaths and destitution. In 
the 20th century (1900–1999), more 
than 231 million people lost their lives 
in wars and conflicts; similarly, in the 
21st century, more than 9 million have 
died due to wars and conflicts so far.

All these deaths were avoidable, 
but they were imposed on people 
by imperialist wars, geopolitical 
hegemony, and resource conflicts 
waged to uphold capitalism as 
the dominant system. All other 
available and viable alternatives 
are either destroyed or suppressed 
by wars, crises and conflicts created 
by capitalist and imperialist forces.

The culture of  atomisation, 
alienation, individualisation, 
commodification and mass 
consumerism produced by capitalist 
culture creates conditions for poor 

mental health and unhealthy 
aging. The WHO study reveals that 
roughly 8 million deaths by suicide 
per year globally are due to mental 
health issues, and 1 billion people 
live with different forms and level 
of mental health conditions across 
the world. Stressful living conditions, 
sleep deprivation, restless life style, 
loneliness, poor diet, smoking and 
substance use cause unhealthy aging.

These conditions are created by the 
capitalist system, in which insecurity, 
competition, crisis and conflict have 
destroyed the collective foundations 
of life and happiness. It is calculated 
that 69% of global deaths are due to 
unhealthy aging. It is estimated by the 
WHO that obesity causes 3.7 million 
deaths worldwide and that more 
than 1.9 billion adults suffer from 
obesity. It is predicted that over half  
of the global adult population could 
be obese by 2050 if the current trend 
persists.

Obesity, on the one hand, and 
child malnutrition, on the other, are 
contradictory challenges produced 
by a single source called capitalism, 
which produces conditions of  
economic crisis, exploitation and 
income inequality that breed hunger, 
homelessness, illness and child 
malnutrition. The WHO argues that 
45% of all deaths in children under 
5 years of age globally are linked to 
malnutrition, causing an estimated 
2.2 million to 2.4 million child deaths 
annually worldwide.

The collapse of  welfare states in 

pursuit of  economic austerity and 
the destruction of  ‘Development 
Assistance for Health’ by 
global institutions and various 
governments accelerate the global 
health crisis. It is projected that the 
reduction or complete abandonment 
of  development assistance could 
cause between 9.4 million and 22.6 
million excess deaths across 93 
low- and middle-income countries 
by 2030. It could cause 2.5 million 
deaths among children under 
the age of  five. These deaths are 
completely avoidable.

The weaponisation of  AI and the 
threat of  the use of nuclear weapons 
by imperialist forces in recent wars 
pose the greatest danger to human 
life and the planet. All these deaths 
and destitution are completely 
avoidable. The world produces 
enough food, homes, employment 
and wealth, but it is controlled by 
a very few individuals and families 
in a world economy dominated by 
capitalist and imperialist forces. 
In pursuit of  profit, capitalism is 
not only mortgaging our future 
but landed working masses in the 
gas chambers and gallows of  death 
and destitution. Capitalism means 
accumulation of  profit at the cost of  
people, lives, livelihoods and nature.

Therefore, the struggle for life 
and sustainability based on an 
egalitarian political, economic, 
cultural and social order shaped 
by distributive justice can ensure 
security, peace, prosperity and 
happiness in the world. There is no 
alternative but to defeat capitalism 
in order to establish an alternative 
and organic system called socialism, 
where the collective foundation 
of  life can be re-established to 
end death and destitution in the 
contemporary world.

Bhabani Shankar Nayak 
works as Professor of  Business 

Management, Guildhall School 
of  Business and Law, London 

Metropolitan University, UK. He 
can be mailed at bhabani79@

gmail.com



facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

CONCERN SRINAGAR  | Tuesday-13-October-2026 05

        CMYK                CMYK        

www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

      Silent Pages

Journalism And The Decline Of Deep Reading
“For When Newspapers Fall Silent, The Greater Loss Would Be A Society That Gradually Forgets How To Listen, Question, And Understand.”

DR. RIZWAN RUMI

T
here was a time when the 
arrival of  the morning 
newspaper was an essen-
tial part of  everyday life. 
For many households, the 

day began with a cup of  tea, the rustle 
of  printed pages, and a careful read-
ing of  the events shaping the world. 
Newspapers were not merely a source 
of  information; they were a window 
into society, a companion in solitude, 
and an important instrument of  public 
awareness. From political develop-
ments and economic decisions to local 
concerns, sports, literature, and edito-
rials, the newspaper offered readers an 
opportunity to understand the world 
beyond their immediate surroundings.

Today, however, this familiar ritual 
is gradually losing its place in many 
households. The printed newspaper, 
once an indispensable part of  the 
morning, increasingly competes with 
smartphones, social media platforms, 
digital news applications, and instant 
notifications. Information is now 
available at our fingertips, delivered 
within seconds and consumed in brief  
moments between other activities. 
This transformation has made news 
more accessible than ever, but it also 
raises an important question: as our 

access to information expands, are we 
losing the habit of  reading?

The decline of  newspaper read-
ing should not be viewed merely as 
a change in technology or personal 
preference. It reflects a broader trans-
formation in the way people acquire 
knowledge, engage with public affairs, 
and understand the society in which 
they live.

From the Printed Page to the 
Smartphone

The digital revolution has funda-
mentally changed the media land-
scape. A reader no longer needs to 
wait for the morning edition to learn 
about a major development. News trav-
els through websites, mobile applica-
tions, social media feeds, and messag-
ing platforms almost instantaneously. 
For younger generations, checking a 
phone has become a natural part of  
daily life, while purchasing or sub-
scribing to a printed newspaper may 
seem unnecessary.

There are genuine advantages to 
this transformation. Digital platforms 
provide speed, convenience, multime-
dia content, and access to a wide range 
of  national and international sources. 
They have also created opportunities 
for independent journalists and small-
er publications to reach audiences that 
were once difficult to access.

Yet the convenience of  digital infor-
mation has introduced its own chal-
lenges. News is often encountered 
through short headlines, brief  summa-
ries, notifications, and isolated social 
media posts. Readers may become 
familiar with fragments of  numer-
ous stories without taking the time to 

understand their background, implica-
tions, or wider context.

The problem, therefore, is not 
that people have moved from paper 
to screens. It is whether the move-
ment towards digital consumption is 
accompanied by a corresponding com-
mitment to thoughtful and sustained 
reading.

The Difference Between Scroll-
ing and Reading

Reading a newspaper requires a 
certain degree of  patience. A reader 
moves from one report to another, con-
siders competing viewpoints, exam-
ines editorial arguments, and gradual-
ly develops an understanding of  public 
issues. A well-produced newspaper 
brings together different dimensions 
of  society, allowing readers to connect 
events that might otherwise appear 
unrelated.

Social media, by contrast, often 
encourages rapid movement from one 
item to another. A headline captures 
attention, a notification interrupts 
concentration, and another piece of  
content immediately replaces the pre-
vious one. Although this format can 
be useful for discovering information, 
it does not always encourage the sus-
tained attention necessary for deeper 
understanding.

“The decline of  newspaper read-
ing should not be viewed merely as 
a change in technology or personal 
preference. It reflects a broader trans-
formation in the way people acquire 
knowledge, engage with public affairs, 
and understand the society in which 
they live.”

This distinction deserves atten-
tion, particularly in an age when the 
quantity of  available information is 
frequently mistaken for the quality of  
knowledge acquired.

A person may read dozens of  head-
lines in a day and still struggle to 
explain the background of  a major 
political decision, the causes of  an 
economic crisis, or the consequences 
of  a public policy. The challenge is not 
simply to know that something has 
happened, but to understand why it 
happened and what it means.

Newspaper reading, when 
approached critically, can help devel-
op this habit of  looking beyond the 
immediate event. It encourages read-
ers to compare information, consider 
evidence, and engage with arguments 
rather than merely react to them.

Of  course, printed newspapers are 
not automatically accurate, impartial, 
or comprehensive. They, too, require 
critical scrutiny. The real distinction 

is not between paper and technology, 
but between passive consumption and 
informed engagement.

Concern for Education and 
Young Readers

The changing culture of  reading 
has particular implications for educa-
tion. Students today have access to an 
extraordinary volume of  educational 
resources, online lectures, digital 
libraries, and current affairs content. 
These resources can enrich learning 
when used effectively. However, easy 
access to information does not neces-
sarily translate into strong reading 
habits or independent thinking.

Regular engagement with substan-
tial written material can help learners 
develop vocabulary, improve compre-
hension, strengthen writing skills, and 
become familiar with different styles 
of  argument. Editorials and analytical 
articles, in particular, expose students 
to the language of  public debate and 
encourage them to consider issues 
from multiple perspectives.

Newspapers can also provide a 
valuable connection between class-
room learning and the world outside 
it. Subjects such as history, geog-
raphy, economics, environmental 
studies, and political science become 
more meaningful when students 

encounter their practical implica-
tions in current affairs.

In a region such as Jammu and 
Kashmir, where education and youth 
development remain central to public 
aspirations, encouraging a culture of  
reading deserves serious consider-
ation. Schools, colleges, universities, 
and libraries can play a constructive 
role by helping students engage with 
reliable news sources, discuss cur-
rent affairs, and distinguish verified 
information from rumours and mis-
leading claims.

The objective should not be to 
compel every young person to read a 
printed newspaper. Rather, it should 
be to ensure that the next generation 
does not lose the ability to read care-
fully, question intelligently, and form 
independent opinions.

Newspapers and the Democratic 
Public Sphere

A newspaper is more than a com-
mercial product. At its best, it serves 
as an institution of  public communica-
tion, bringing attention to governance, 
civic concerns, social inequalities, 
economic challenges, and questions 
of  accountability.

Its pages provide space for report-
ing, investigation, editorial debate, 
and public opinion. Local newspapers 

are especially important because they 
often cover municipal issues, public 
services, rural concerns, educational 
institutions, and community develop-
ments that receive limited attention in 
larger national media outlets.

In Jammu and Kashmir, newspapers 
have historically played an important 
role in documenting regional develop-
ments, providing space for local voices, 
and bringing public concerns into 
wider discussion. Their contribution 
extends beyond the reporting of  major 
events to the everyday issues affecting 
ordinary people.

When readers disengage from seri-
ous journalism, the consequences may 
extend beyond the newspaper indus-
try. Public debate risks becoming 
increasingly dependent on fragmented 
information, emotionally charged con-
tent, and unverified claims circulating 
through digital networks.

“This distinction deserves atten-
tion, particularly in an age when the 
quantity of  available information is 
frequently mistaken for the quality of  
knowledge acquired.”

A healthy democracy requires citi-
zens who can examine policies, ques-
tion public authorities, evaluate com-
peting arguments, and make informed 
judgments. No single medium can 
guarantee these qualities, but respon-
sible journalism and an engaged read-
ership remain important foundations 
of  an informed society.

This is why the future of  newspa-
pers should concern not only publish-
ers and journalists but also educators, 

policymakers, and citizens.
The Challenge Facing Print 

Journalism
It would be unfair to attribute the 

changing reading culture entirely 
to readers. Newspapers themselves 
face considerable challenges. Rising 
production and distribution costs, 
competition for advertising revenue, 
changing consumer preferences, and 
the expansion of  digital platforms have 
placed pressure on traditional print 

business models.
At the same time, younger audi-

ences often expect news to be immedi-
ate, accessible, visually engaging, and 
available across multiple platforms. 
Newspapers that fail to respond to 
these expectations risk becoming dis-
connected from the needs of  emerging 
generations.

The answer, however, is not to aban-
don the values that make journalism 
meaningful. Newspapers must adapt 
while preserving accuracy, edito-
rial independence, depth, and public 
responsibility.

A stronger digital presence, acces-
sible subscriptions, high-quality 
explanatory journalism, engaging 
local reporting, and responsible use 
of  multimedia can help publications 
remain relevant. Print editions can 
continue to offer carefully curated cov-
erage and thoughtful analysis, while 
their digital counterparts provide 
timely updates and interactive content.

Equally important is the need to 
rebuild trust. Readers are more likely 
to remain engaged when they find 
journalism that is credible, trans-
parent, fair, and attentive to the con-
cerns of  ordinary people. The future 
may not belong exclusively to printed 
newspapers or digital platforms. It may 
instead belong to publications that suc-
cessfully combine the accessibility of  
technology with the depth and cred-
ibility of  good journalism.

Rebuilding Culture of Reading
Reviving newspaper reading does 

not require society to turn away from 
technological progress. It requires a 
more balanced relationship with infor-
mation.

Families can encourage children 
to read age-appropriate news reports 
and discuss significant events together. 
Schools can introduce regular current-
affairs discussions and newspaper-
based activities. Colleges and univer-
sities can promote editorial reading, 
critical analysis, and informed debate. 
Public libraries can provide access to 
print and digital publications, ensur-
ing that reading remains accessible to 
people from different economic back-
grounds.

Readers, too, can make small but 
meaningful changes. Setting aside 
fifteen or twenty minutes each day 
for a substantial news report, an edi-
torial, or a well-researched feature 
can be more valuable than endlessly 
scrolling through headlines without 
reflection. Choosing credible sources, 
checking claims before sharing them, 
and reading beyond sensational titles 
can help cultivate a more responsible 
information culture. These practices 
should apply equally to print and digi-
tal media. The goal is not to restore 
an idealised past, but to preserve the 
enduring value of  reading in a chang-
ing world.

When Pages Turn, Knowledge 
Must Continue

The decline of  newspaper read-
ing, wherever it is occurring, should 
prompt reflection rather than panic. 
Every generation adopts new ways 
of  communicating, and the printed 
newspaper may no longer occupy the 
central place it once held in daily life. 
That change, by itself, does not signal 
the end of  reading or the disappear-
ance of  informed citizenship. What 
matters is whether society continues 
to value depth over superficiality, evi-
dence over rumour, and understand-
ing over the endless accumulation of  
information.

“The objective should not be to 
compel every young person to read a 
printed newspaper. Rather, it should 
be to ensure that the next generation 
does not lose the ability to read care-
fully, question intelligently, and form 
independent opinions.”

A printed newspaper can be replaced by 
a digital edition, but the intellectual habits 
associated with thoughtful reading must 
not be allowed to disappear. Technology 
can deliver information to our doorsteps 
and into our hands, yet the responsibility 
to examine, understand, and evaluate that 
information remains ours.

Perhaps the real concern is not that 
fewer people may be turning the pages 
of  a newspaper. It is that, amid the con-
stant noise of  the digital world, we may 
be finding less time to pause, reflect, 
and think.

Newspapers may change their form, 
their reach, and even their place in 
our homes. But the need for informed 
citizens, responsible journalism, and 
a sustained culture of  reading will 
remain. For when newspapers fall 
silent, the greater loss would be a soci-
ety that gradually forgets how to listen, 
question, and understand.

Author is a researcher, author, and 
educator. He can be mailed at rizwan-

roomi2012@gmail.com
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public affairs, and 
understand the soci-
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4 Terrorists Killed
detected two rusted landmines near 

the border fence in Basoni area of  
Mendhar sector.

The landmines were spotted during 
track construction at 8.25 am and 
12.10 pm, officials said, adding that 
both explosive devices were later 
destroyed by Army experts in a con-
trolled explosion.

The forward areas along the LoC 
are dotted with landmines as part of  
an anti-infiltration system. However, 
heavy rainfall can sometimes wash 
away the mines, causing them to sur-
face in areas where they may pose a 
potential risk.—(KNO inputs)

'Op Sindoor'
requirements. FCI warehouses, 

he said, could similarly support the 
Army’s supply chain when required.

The MoU will remain valid for five 
years and may be extended by mutual 
consent. Coordination will take place 
at formation level between the Army’s 
Supply and Transport elements and 
FCI’s regional and divisional offices, 
with the arrangements incorporated 
into operational logistics plans.

The rice will be milled to prescribed 
defence specifications and supplied 
through the National Agricultural 
Cooperative Marketing Federation 
of  India (NAFED) during the 2026–27 
financial year after quality-control 
checks. It will be supplied in 10-kg 
and 30-kg bags to ease handling and 
transportation, particularly at for-
ward posts.

Singh said the government is focus-
ing on self-reliance and modernisa-
tion across defence requirements, 
including weapons, technology, cloth-
ing, equipment and training. He also 
stressed the need to ensure quality 
supplies and timely delivery to troops 
deployed in forward areas.

“When the soldiers stand guard at 
the borders, they must have the con-
fidence that the entire country stands 
with them,” he said—(KNO)

Mamta Yadav
platforms and modern communica-

tion tools to strengthen the Depart-
ment’s outreach and enhance public 
engagement.

Joint Director Information (Head-
quarters), Dr. Zahoor Ahmad Raina; 
Deputy Director Information (PR&AV), 
Javid Ahmad Rather; besides other 
senior officers and officials of  DIPR, 
were present on the occasion.

Later, the Director also inspected 
various sections of  the department 
and took detailed assessment of  their 
functioning.

Abdullah Family
process was being challenged after 

opposition parties had participated 
in elections under the same system.

Referring to earlier remarks by 
Chief  Minister Omar Abdullah, 
Sharma said the National Conference 
leader had previously praised the 
conduct of  elections in Jammu and 
Kashmir and reported no widespread 
booth-level irregularities.

He said opposition leaders should 
clarify their current objections and 
position on the electoral process.

Sharma said political parties had 
every right to protest but should do so 
without disrupting public life.

He criticised road blockades and 
other forms of  disruption, saying 
people needed access to schools, hos-
pitals, workplaces and businesses.

"People have to go to school, hos-
pitals and work. Roads cannot be 
blocked in a way that disrupts normal 
life," he said.

He suggested demonstrations be 
held at designated venues such as 
Jantar Mantar, Ramlila Maidan or 
stadiums instead of  public roads.

Sharma said protests should not 
obstruct patients, students or busi-
nesses, and urged police to ensure law 
and order is maintained.

Responding to National Conference 
president Farooq Abdullah's remarks 
that Uniform Civil Code (UCC) would 
never be enforced in Kashmir, Sharma 
said it would be implemented across 
the country, including Jammu and 
Kashmir—(KNO)

NIA Attaches
further found that the accused had 

knowingly provided his residential 
premises as a safe haven for the ter-
rorists and allowed the property to 
be used to facilitate their activities, 

it said.
The probe is continuing to identify 

and expose the complete terror-sup-
port network, including other OGWs, 
facilitators and persons linked to the 
Pakistan-based handlers, the NIA 
added.

DGP Calls For
flagged off  a contingent of  15 bikers, 

including 10 from J&K Police and five 
from Ladakh Police, from J&K Police 
Public School, Bemina, for Ekta Nagar 
in Gujarat. The team will participate 
in the Rashtriya Ekta Diwas Parade 
on October 31.

Ahead of  the flag-off, an aware-
ness programme on the theme "Fight 
Against Drugs" was organised at the 
school, drawing enthusiastic partici-
pation from students.

The DGP also lauded the partici-
pation of  J&K Police in the national 
motorcycle rally, which will feature 
45 contingents from states, Union Ter-
ritories and Central Armed Police 
Forces across the country.

He expressed satisfaction over ongo-
ing efforts to realise the vision of  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha for 
a drug-free society.

Several senior police of f icers, 
including Special DGP (Coordina-
tion) S.J.M. Gillani, Additional DGP 
(Armed) Nitish Kumar and IGP Kash-
mir Sujit Kumar, were present on the 
occasion—(KNO)

Ladakh Records
called for promoting festivals and 

events to extend tourism beyond the 
traditional peak summer season.

"Our aim is to encourage travel 
during shoulder and off-season peri-
ods, diversifying the tourism economy 
and creating more sustained liveli-
hood opportunities for local residents. 
The Administration's focus is not lim-
ited to increasing visitor numbers, 
but also on ensuring that tourism 
growth translates into tangible ben-
efits for local communities," he said.

The growth in tourist footfall has 
been supported by the Administra-
tion's efforts to expand Ladakh's tour-
ism calendar through festivals, sport-
ing events, and cultural programmes. 
Events such as the Ladakh Festival, 
Ladakh Marathon, Ladakh Bike Week, 
and Ladakh Zanskar Festival have 
added to the region's appeal, attract-
ing visitors interested in its distinc-
tive culture, traditions, landscapes, 
and adventure tourism experiences—
(KNO)

'Rain, Gusty Winds
general public to plan their jour-

neys accordingly and follow traffic 
advisories.

According to the weather data 
released by the Meteorological Centre, 
Srinagar recorded a maximum tem-
perature of  23.4 degrees Celsius and 
a minimum of  9.7 degrees Celsius on 
Monday. Pahalgam recorded a maxi-
mum of  17.4 degrees Celsius and a 
minimum of  6 degrees Celsius, while 
Gulmarg recorded a maximum of  13.5 
degrees Celsius and a minimum of  4.5 
degrees Celsius.

In Jammu division, Jammu record-
ed a maximum temperature of  23.3 
degrees Celsius and a minimum of  
16.1 degrees Celsius, while Katra 
recorded 21 degrees Celsius and 15.6 
degrees Celsius, respectively.

The department advised people, 
particularly those travelling through 
higher reaches and mountain passes, 
to remain alert during the forecast 
period—(KNO)

J&K Set To
affecting Jammu and Kashmir, 

making sustainable development 
essential for its long-term survival.

“We do not take care of  our moun-
tains, our environment as much as we 
should. We cannot stop global warm-
ing on our own, nor can we reverse 
it. The whole world will have to come 
together to address this challenge. 
But we can certainly take better care 
of  our own environment,” he said.

Referring to changing weather pat-
terns, the Chief  Minister observed 
that snowfall had become increasing-
ly erratic, with reduced snowfall and 
delayed winter precipitation contrib-
uting to water shortages during the 
spring months. He said prolonged dry 
spells were often followed by intense 
rainfall, cloudbursts and flooding, 
creating fresh challenges for commu-
nities and infrastructure.

Describing these developments as 
the new reality, Omar Abdullah said 

the challenge was to determine how 
Jammu and Kashmir could continue 
to develop while adapting to growing 
environmental risks.

“We have to ask ourselves: how do 
we sustain our livelihoods and how do 
we develop? Development is essential, 
but it must be sustainable,” he said.

The Chief  Minister cautioned 
against viewing tourism as the sole 
cause of  environmental degradation, 
while acknowledging the pressure 
that growing tourist numbers placed 
on popular destinations. He stressed 
that environmental responsibility had 
to be shared by the government, resi-
dents, businesses and visitors alike.

“Tourism does put pressure on our 
environment, but to assume that the 
situation is bad only because of  tour-
ism or tourists would also be wrong. 
We will have to take some responsibil-
ity,” he said, urging people to avoid 
littering, reduce the use of  single-
use plastic and conserve water and 
energy.

He called for a change in every-
day practices, observing that people 
often discarded plastic wrappers and 
bottles in public places while expect-
ing the government to clean up after 
them. While acknowledging the gov-
ernment’s primary responsibility 
for environmental management, he 
underlined that individual actions 
were equally important in protecting 
the natural surroundings.

On tourism development, the Chief  
Minister said the answer was not to 
abruptly restrict visitors to estab-
lished destinations such as Gulmarg, 
Pahalgam and Sonamarg, where liveli-
hoods depended substantially on tour-
ism. Instead, he advocated developing 
new destinations through a planned 
and sustainable approach, with ade-
quate arrangements for sewage treat-
ment, wastewater management and 
solid waste disposal in place from the 
outset.

“Some of  our destinations do not 
have enough carrying capacity. We 
have to widen tourism, not to stop 
people from going to Gulmarg, Pahal-
gam or Sonamarg, but to develop new 
and sustainable destinations where 
the systems for waste disposal and 
sewage disposal are already ready,” 
he said.

Highlighting the need for environ-
mentally sound infrastructure, Omar 
Abdullah said unscientific hill cutting 
during road construction had con-
tributed to landslides and repeated 
damage to roads, particularly in far-
flung areas of  Jammu and Kashmir.

He said road construction agencies 
often resorted to indiscriminate cut-
ting of  mountain slopes without ade-
quate consideration for slope stabili-
sation and appropriate cutting angles. 
While such practices might reduce 
initial construction costs, the result-
ing damage during rainfall frequently 
necessitated reconstruction, divert-
ing resources that could otherwise be 
used to build new roads.

The Chief  Minister said he had asked 
the Forest and Environment Depart-
ment and the Public Works Depart-
ment to work together to ensure that 
development projects incorporated 
sustainable engineering practices and 
reduced the risk of  landslides.

“When you cut a mountain, cut it 
in a way in which the possibility of  
landslides may not be eradicated, but 
at least be reduced,” he said, empha-
sising that long-term sustainability 
must take precedence over short-term 
savings.

On urban development and housing, 
the Chief  Minister called for great-
er emphasis on energy-efficient and 
earthquake-resilient buildings, along 
with more efficient land use. With 
land becoming increasingly scarce in 
the Valley, he said, planners needed to 
explore vertical development wherev-
er appropriate rather than continued 
horizontal expansion, while ensur-
ing compliance with seismic safety 
requirements.

Recalling the devastation caused by 
past natural disasters, including the 
2014 floods and the earthquake that 
affected the region in 2005, he stressed 
the need to incorporate disaster resil-
ience into future construction and 
examine cost-effective ways to retrofit 
existing buildings.

The Chief  Minister also highlight-
ed the visible retreat of  glaciers in 
the region, recalling how the glacier 
near Sonamarg once extended close to 
the meadows. Today, he said, younger 
generations have to trek considerably 
farther to reach the receded glacier.

He said the changes underscored 
the responsibility of  the present gen-
eration to protect the region’s natural 
heritage and preserve it for those who 
would inherit it.

“That is what we owe the future 
generations. Protect what we have, 

retrieve what we can, and ensure that 
we do not do any further damage, 
while also ensuring that livelihoods 
are protected,” he said.

Underlining the importance of  agri-
culture and horticulture to Jammu 
and Kashmir’s economy, Omar Abdul-
lah said the region’s economic foun-
dations were often misunderstood 
by those who viewed tourism as its 
principal source of  income. Agricul-
ture and horticulture, he pointed out, 
contributed substantially more to the 
economy than tourism.

He said protecting the environment 
and promoting sustainable moun-
tain development were therefore not 
merely conservation objectives but 
fundamental to the region’s economic 
security, livelihoods and long-term 
prosperity.

The Chief  Minister expressed hope 
that the three-day summit would move 
beyond academic discussions and pro-
duce concrete recommendations that 
could be translated into effective poli-
cies and practical action.

He said Jammu and Kashmir 
aspired to become the first Himalayan 
territory to have its own mountain 
policy and that his government was 
keen to take the initiative forward. 
However, he stressed that the policy 
must emerge from wider consultation 
and reflect the realities of  the region 
rather than being based on idealistic 
assumptions.

“Those recommendations need to 
be grounded in reality. We need to 
balance the need for sustainability 
with the need for existence and liveli-
hoods,” he said.

The Chief  Minister expressed grat-
itude to delegates and participants 
who had travelled from different parts 
of  the country to attend the summit 
and said he would look forward to its 
recommendations.

“I cannot emphasise this point 
strongly enough. Sustainable devel-
opment through actionable inputs 
and practical steps is what I hope this 
summit will deliver,” he said, wish-
ing the participants success in their 
deliberations.

On the occasion, the Chief  Minis-
ter also released several publications 
brought out for the summit.

Minister for Agriculture Production 
Javid Ahmed Dar, Advisor to the Chief  
Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, Addition-
al Chief  Secretary to the Chief  Min-
ister Dheeraj Gupta, Commissioner 
Secretary, Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Department Mandeep Kaur, 
Vice-Chancellor SKUAST-Kashmir 
Prof  Nazir Ahmed Ganai, President, 
Integrated Mountain Initiative, STS 
Lepcha, former president IMI PD Rai, 
Councillor, Integrated Mountain Ini-
tiative, Rajan Kotru, delegates from 
11 mountain states, representatives 
of  NGOs, faculty members, scholars, 
students and other concerned persons 
were present.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR UT

 OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JS (PHE) RURAL 
WATER SUPPLY DIVISION, GANDERBAL/SGR.

 H.Q: CHEKI-DUDERHAMA GANDERBAL.
e – mail: phe-rwsgbl@jk.gov.in      Phone: 0194 – 2416292

NOTICE INVITING e – TENDERS:
GIST of S/T e– NIT No: - 20 / JS-PHE/RWSD/Civil of 2026-27 

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir U.T, Short Term e – tenders are invited (in TWO - Cover System) on 
“Percentage basis” for Registered / Approved / Valid Civil Contractors/Agencies for the following work(s):
Table (I) Detailed Scope of work(s)

S. 
No Name of work (s)

Estt./ Advt. 
Cost of 

work (s) (₹ 
In Lacs)

Cost of 
tender 

doc.  (In 
₹)

Amount of 
earnest money/

EMD  (@ 3%) 
(In ₹)

Time for 
completion

Class of 
contractor 

Major 
Head of 
account

Tender 
Call

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1
Improvement and extension of water 
supply distribution system at various 
spots at Tailbal Hazratbal 

22.75 1000.00 68300.00 90 Days BEE  & 
CEE

District 
Capex 1st

Note: The work includes providing / procurement of pipe material: 
Position of Funds: - Demanded
Position of AA: - Accorded
Position of Technical Sanction (s):- Under Process
The Bidding Documents and other details can be downloaded from the website: https://jktenders.gov.in
From 12.10.2026 (02:00 PM) UPTO 23.10.2026 (03:00 P.M.) 
i) GENERAL CONDITIONS OF THE CONTRACT
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings (if any), Book of quantities 
(B.O.Q), Set of terms, conditions of contract and other details can be seen / downloaded from the website: www.jktenders.gov.in                                                                                                                                         
As per schedule of dates given below
TABLE (II) 

01 Date of publishing of Tender Notice 12.10.2026
02 Period of downloading of bidding documents 12.10.2026 from 02.00 PM         23.10.2026 upto 03:00 PM
03 Bid Submission Start Date 12.10.2026 from 02.00 PM
04 Bid submission End Date 23.10.2026 upto 03.00 pm
05 Date and time of opening of Bids (Online) 24.10.2026 at 11:30 AM

Bids must be accompanied by bid security viz: Earnest Money in shape of CDR/FDR/BG and Document fee in shape of TR/e-challan/e-
transfer (mentioning therein the NIT No., S.No. of work and Advertised Cost as per the e-NIT)  & cost of Tender Document under M.H 0215 
to be pledged in favour of the Executive Engineer JS- PHE RWS Division Ganderbal /Sgr (H.Q. Chek Duderhama Ganderbal) l (as specified 
in the table (I) (above) & all other requisite documents mentioned in the Uploaded SBD of the work(s).  Bids will be opened in the Office 
of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) RWS Division Ganderbal/Sgr (Hq. Chek Duderhama Ganderbal) on 24.10.2026 at 11:30 AM. 
If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the 
same time and venue:
No: - JS-PHE/ RWSD/ Corrs. /5368 – 92 Sd/-
Dated: - 10.10.2026 (Er. Fayaz Ahmad Bhat)
DIPK-6627-26 Executive Engineer JS-PHE 
DT: 12/10/2026 RWSD Ganderbal/Sgr

Government of Jammu and Kashmir 

DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH SERVICES, KASHMIR
Health Secretariat, Bemina Bypass, Srinagar-190018 

E-mail: dhsk-pa@jk.gov.in   Website: www.Dhskashmir.org. 
Tel. No: 0194 - 2493712, 0194-2493711

Subject: 2nd Tentative Seniority List of Sup. X-Ray Technician Division Cadre Kashmir.

CIRCULAR
Whereas, First Tentative Seniority List of Sup. X-Ray Technicians (Divisional Cadre Kashmir) 

working under the Directorate of Health Services Kashmir has been prepared on the basis 
of available service records maintained in this Directorate and information furnished by the 
subordinate offices and circulated for information of all concerned Vide No. DHSK/NG/Est-
5th/E-7915296/2763-91 Dated: 14.07.2026.

Whereas, representations regarding 1st Tentative Seniority List of Sup. X-Ray Technicians 
received from various officials have been examined and requisite corrections wherever found 
justified have been incorporated at the appropriate places.

Accordingly, the 2nd Tentative Seniority List of Sup. X-Ray Technicians (Divisional Cadre 
Kashmir), annexed to this Circular as Annexure-A, has been prepared and is hereby circulated 
for the information of all concerned and for Inviting objections, if any. All concerned Sup. X-Ray 
Technicians are advised to carefully verify their particulars and submit any objections, along 
with supporting documentary evidence, within the stipulated period.

In case of any discrepancy, the concerned official may submit a representation duly 
supported with documentary evidence through proper channel to this Directorate within a 
period of five (07) days from the date of issuance of this circular.

No objection received after the stipulated period shall be entertained and no claim shall be 
considered without supporting documentary proof.

The 2nd Tentative seniority list shall also be uploaded on the official website of this 
directorate (www.dhsk.gov.in) and will be published in two leading newspapers of the valley 
for wider circulation.
No: DHSK/NG/Est-4th/E-7915296/ 5029-69 Dy. Director Health Services (HQ),
Dated: 12-10-2026 Srinagar

DIPK-6641-26
DT: 12/10/2026

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY DEPARTMENT KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE MANAGER BROILER PRODUCTION 

HARIPARBATH-SRINAGAR  
Ref No. Dated 12/10/2026 NOTICE INVITING DASTI QUOTATIONS
 Sealed quotations (strictly by hand / Dasti) are hereby invited from reputed,  registered feed manufacturers, millers, and authorized 
suppliers for the supply of Layer Breeder Feed conforming strictly to IS 1374:2007 (BIS Specifications for Poultry Feeds).
1. SCHEDULE OF REQUIREMENT

S.No. Item
Description

Layer Breeder Feed
Standard/Specification Quantity Delivery Terms

1 Layer Breeder Feed Conforming to IS 1374:2007 125
Quintals

F.O.R.Manager Broiler Production 
Hariparbath.

2. Key Submission Details

Mode of Submission: Strictly By Hand (Dasti) in a sealed envelope superscribed: “Quotation for Supply of 125 Quintals 
Layer Breeder Feed      (IS 1374:2007)”

Last Date & Time: By or before 19 October 2026 up t0 04:30 PM
Receiving Office: Manager Broiler Production Hariparbath-Srinagar
Contact for Inquiry: 9858895422/9419107895

3. TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Quality Compliance: The feed supplied must strictly conform to the physical, chemical, and nutritional standards stipulated under IS 
1374:2007. It must be wholesome, fresh, and completely free from mold, adulteration, rancidity, musty odor, and insect infestation.
1. Sampling & Testing: Random composite samples will be drawn from the delivered lot for proximate laboratory testing. Any 

supply failing to meet prescribed BIS standards will be rejected summarily at the supplier’s risk, cost, and responsibility.
2. Packaging: Must be delivered in sound, clean, moisture-proof HDPE/polypropylene bags (standard 50 kg packing), properly 

machine-stitched and labeled with net weight, batch number, and manufacturing date
3. Rates: Rates must be quoted per quintal on an F.O.R. Destination basis (inclusive of loading, transit insurance, unloading, and 

freight to MBP Hariparbath). Applicable GST must be clearly indicated.
4. Mandatory Enclosures: (Quotations must be accompanied by valid GST registration certificate, PAN card copy, and Feed Manu-

facturing License/ Authorized Dealership Certificate.
5. Right of Acceptance: The competent authority reserves the right to accept or reject any quotation without assigning any reason 

thereof.
      -Sd-

                Manager
Broiler Production Hariparbath

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY DEPARTMENT KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE MANAGER BROILER PRODUCTION 

HARIPARBATH-SRINAGAR 
ANNEXURE – A: FINANCIAL BID PROFORMA
(To be submitted on the official letterhead of the bidder)

S.No. Particulars of Feed Quantity Basic Rate per Quin-
tal (Rs.) GST % Net F.O.R. Rate

per Quintal (Rs.)

1 Layer Breeder Feed
(as per IS 1374:2007) 125 Qtls

I/We hereby declare and confirm that the feed supplied shall strictly meet all standard nutritional requirements and safety limits 
prescribed under IS 1374:2007.
      Signature and Stamp of Bidder:
      Name of Agency/Firm: 
      Contact:
DIPK-6650-26
DT: 12/10/2026

SWD Srinagar organises 
Training Programme on 
POSH Act 2013

IICT Unveils ‘DesignNweave’ to 

Empower Artisans
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a significant 
initiative aimed at strength-
ening digital design capabili-
ties in the handicraft and 
handloom sector, the Indian 
Institute of Carpet Technol-
ogy (IICT), Srinagar, under 
the aegis of the Directorate 
of  Handicrafts and Hand-
loom, Kashmir, Government 
of  Jammu & Kashmir, has 
developed an indigenous 
design software named 
“DesignNweave.”

The software has been 
developed after more than 
four years of  dedicated 
research and development 
by IICT, in collaboration 
with the National Institute 
of  Electronics & Informa-
tion Technology (NIELIT), 
Srinagar.

While elaborating on the 
details of  the initiative, the 
Director, IICT, stated that 
DesignNweave has been 
designed to be compatible 
with a wide range of  soft-
ware and hardware platforms 
and incorporates additional 
tools, commands and options 

aimed at enhancing the effi-
ciency and productivity of  
designers and users. He fur-
ther stated that the software 
has been specifically devel-
oped to facilitate the creation, 
development and refinement 
of  designs for carpets, Kani 
shawls and other handicraft 
and handloom products of  
Jammu & Kashmir.

 Importantly, the software 
also generates computer-
ized design scripts (Talim), 
an indigenous system of  
Kashmir, for the execution 
of designs by the concerned 
artisans and weavers.

The initiative marks an 
important step towards 
promoting the adoption of  
modern digital design tech-
nologies while simultane-
ously supporting the pres-
ervation, development and 
commercial advancement 
of the rich traditional handi-
craft and handloom heritage 
of Jammu & Kashmir.

In view of  the demand 
from stakeholders, and with 
the approval of the Compe-
tent Authority of IICT, Sri-
nagar, the Institute has fixed 

the cost of  a Single-User 
Licensed Copy of  “Design-
Nweave” at ₹20,000. The pric-
ing has been kept affordable 
with the objective of making 
the indigenous design soft-
ware accessible to artisans, 
manufacturers, designers, 
stakeholders and Govern-
ment organisations.

The Director, IICT, Sri-
nagar, urged concerned 
stakeholders to avail the 
Single-User Licensed Copy 
of DesignNweave from the 

Institute at the nominal 
approved cost and utilise 
the software for improving 
design development, produc-
tivity and overall efficiency.

The initiative is expected 
to provide stakeholders with 
a modern, indigenous and 
sector-specific digital design 
solution while contributing 
to the continued growth and 
competitiveness of Jammu 
& Kashmir’s traditional 
handicraft and handloom 
sector.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Social Wel-
fare Department (SWD), 
SANKALP-HEW Srinagar, 
organised a comprehensive 
training programme on 
the Sexual Harassment of  
Women at Workplace (Pre-
vention, Prohibition and 
Redressal) Act, 2013 (POSH 
Act) and the SHe-Box portal 
for members of  Internal 
Complaints Committees 
(ICCs) from various district 
offices Srinagar.

The programme was 
held at the Banquet Hall, 
M.A. Road, Srinagar, with 
the objective of  strength-
ening institutional mecha-
nisms for the prevention 
and redressal of  sexual 
harassment at the work-
place and promoting a 
safe, secure and dignified 
working environment for 
women employees.

Resource persons from 
the District Legal Services 
Authority (DLSA), Srinagar, 
participated in the pro-
gramme and delivered infor-

mative sessions on the legal 
provisions of  the POSH Act, 
2013, the responsibilities of  
Internal Complaints Com-
mittees and the procedures 
to be followed while dealing 
with complaints of  sexual 
harassment at the work-
place.

During the training, par-
ticipants were sensitised 
about the importance of  
ensuring a workplace free 
from sexual harassment, 
discrimination and intimi-
dation. The resource per-
sons elaborated on the key 
provisions of  the POSH 
Act, including the preven-
tion of  sexual harassment, 
the constitution and func-
tioning of  Internal Com-
plaints Committees, the 
process of  receiving and 

examining complaints, and 
the need to ensure fairness, 
confidentiality and impar-
tiality throughout the 
inquiry process.

Special emphasis was 
laid on the roles and 
responsibilities of  ICC 
members in handling 
complaints with sensitiv-
ity, maintaining confiden-
tiality, adhering to pre-
scribed procedures and 
ensuring that complaints 
are addressed in a timely 
and legally appropriate 
manner. The participants 
were also encouraged to 
discharge their responsi-
bilities with professional-
ism, integrity and a strong 
commitment to safeguard-
ing the dignity and rights 
of  women employees.

The session also focused 
on the SHe-Box portal, an 
online platform designed 
to facilitate the reporting 
and monitoring of  work-
place sexual harassment 
complaints. The partici-
pants were familiarised 
with the purpose and sig-
nificance of  the portal and 
its role in strengthening 
transparency, accessibility 
and accountability in the 
complaint redressal mech-
anism. The importance of  
proper handling of  com-
plaints received through 
the portal and coordination 
with the concerned author-
ities was also highlighted.

The programme con-
cluded with an emphasis 
on the need for effective 
implementation of  the 
POSH Act, 2013, proper 
utilisation of  the SHe-Box 
portal and the active func-
tioning of  Internal Com-
plaints Committees across 
district offices to ensure a 
safe and dignified working 
environment for all women 
employees.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby notified to the general public that I, Mushtaq Ahmad 
Kathjoo, S/o Late Mohammad Ismail Kathjoo, R/o Naidyar, 
Rainawari, Srinagar, Kashmir, intend to transfer the electricity 
connection vide consumer ID No: 0204020008332 presently 
registered in the name of my deceased father, Late Mohammad 
Ismail Kathjoo, in my own name. Any person having any objection 
to the proposed transfer may submit the same to the concerned 
authorities or contact me within 7 days from the date of publication 
of this notice. No objection shall be entertained after the expiry of 
the stipulated period.

Mushtaq Ahmad Kathjoo
S/o Late Mohammad Ismail Kathjoo

R/o: Naidyar, Rainawari, Srinagar, Kashmir.
Contact No: 9541711312

AHD Flags off Farmers’ Delegation for 

Inter-State Training at LUVAS Hisar
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Animal 
Husbandry Department 
(AHD), Kashmir Monday 
flagged off  a delegation 
of  progressive farmers 
for a specialized five-day 
Inter-State Exposure and 
Capacity Building Train-
ing Programme at Lala 
Lajpat Rai University of  
Veterinary and Animal 
Sciences (LUVAS), Hisar, 
Haryana. The initiative has 
been organized under the 
Agriculture Extension – 
Support to State Extension 
Programs for Extension 
Reforms (ATMA) Scheme.

The flag-off  ceremony 
was conducted by Deputy 
Director Central, Dr. Reyaz 
Nazir, in the presence of  

senior officers and officials 
of  the department from the 
Directorate Premises at 
Gaw Kadal, Srinagar.

The training program 
aims to acquaint local 
farmers and livestock rear-
ers with advanced scientif-
ic management practices, 
modern breeding tech-
niques, innovative disease 
management protocols, 
and high-yielding dairy 
and livestock production 
technologies.

During their five-day 
exposure training, the 
delegation will participate 
in interactive technical 
sessions, practical field 
demonstrations, and insti-
tutional visits to state-of-
the-art livestock research 
and production facilities.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Deputy Director Central 
highlighted that exposure 
and training programs 
under the ATMA scheme 
play a vital role in broad-

ening the horizons of  local 
farmers by exposing them to 
progressive farming models 
practiced in other states. He 
emphasized that such capac-
ity-building initiatives are 
designed to encourage the 
adoption of  scientific live-
stock management at the 
grassroots level, ultimately 
leading to enhanced produc-
tivity, better income genera-
tion, and rural self-sustain-
ability across Kashmir.

The participating farm-
ers expressed deep grati-
tude to the Department 
of  Animal Husbandry, 
Kashmir for providing 
them with this platform to 
learn and adopt modern 
scientific practices to 
strengthen their livestock 
enterprises.
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Injured Pant ruled out of India A's 

first two games against NZ; Kushagra 

named replacement

COAS Dhiraj Seth felicitates Army 
athletes for 20-medal haul at Asian Games

J&K bowled out for 120, MP 
take 135-run lead on Day 2

India need cultural shift to tackle fielding form 
slump in shortest format, says R Sridhar

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Defending 
champions Jammu and 
Kashmir suffered a bat-
ting collapse to be bowled 
out for 120 in their first 
innings before Madhya 
Pradesh reached 59 for 
four in their second essay 
to take a 135-run overall 
lead on the second day 
of  their Ranji Trophy 
Elite Group A match here 
Monday.

J&K, who had dis-
missed Madhya Pradesh 
for 196 on the opening 
day, could not capitalise 
on their impressive bowl-
ing effort as their innings 
folded in 46.3 overs. Wick-
etkeeper-batter Kanhai-
ya Wadhawan remained 
unbeaten on 35 off  63 
balls, hitting three fours 
and a six, while opener 
Qamran Iqbal made 31 off  
64 deliveries.

Shubham Pundir con-
tributed 20 and Abdul 
Samad scored 17, but the 
defending champions lost 
wickets at regular intervals.

They slipped to seven 
for two before Qamran 
and Pundir added 34 runs 
for the third wicket.

Their dismissals at 
team scores of  41 and 62 
respectively triggered 
another slide, with J&K 
losing their last four wick-
ets for 32 runs.

For Madhya Pradesh, 

pacers Avesh Khan and 
Aryan Pandey claimed 
three wickets apiece, 
while Akshay Sharma 
took two for 18 runs in 10 
overs.

Ravi Kiran picked up 
one wicket.

Madhya Pradesh then 
lost Harsh Gawli (11), 
Himanshu Mantri (0), 
Yash Dubey (22) and 
Chanchal Rathore (8) in 
their second innings.

Auqib Nabi and Sunil 
Kumar took two wickets 
each to keep J&K in the 
contest. At stumps, MP 
captain Shubham Sharma 
was unbeaten on 15, while 
Aryan Pandey was yet to 
open his account.

Earlier, Rohit Sharma 
had starred with the ball 

on the opening day, taking 
five wickets for 36 runs 
in 21.2 overs as Madhya 
Pradesh were dismissed 
for 196. Sunil Kumar 
claimed four wickets for 
69 runs.

Baroda in command 
against Goa

Baroda declared their 
first innings at 472 for 
eight before Goa ended 
the second day at five for 
one, trailing by 467 runs 
in Panaji.

Goa lost Suyash Prab-
hudessai for a duck off  the 
first ball of  their innings, 
with Mahesh Pithiya pro-
viding the breakthrough. 
Shivendra Bhujbal was 
unbeaten on five and Dar-
shan Misal was on nought 
at stumps.

The substantial first-
innings total put Baroda 
in a strong position, leav-
ing Goa with a consider-
able deficit to overcome. 
The hosts will need a sig-
nificant batting effort on 
the third day to prevent 
Baroda from tightening 
their grip on the contest.

Vidarbha build lead 
over Puducherry

Vidarbha posted 428 
in their first innings and 
reduced Puducherry to 
107 for one at stumps on 
the second day in Nagpur.

Puducherry were still 
321 runs behind, but their 
batting showed signs of  
resistance after an early 
setback.

Ritesh Gudge was bat-
ting on 59 off  122 balls, 

having struck 10 fours, 
while Nikhil Gangta had 
made 32 not out from 105 
deliveries.

The pair had put 
together an unbroken 
93-run stand for the 
second wicket, helping 
Puducherry recover after 
Neyan Shyam Kangayan 
fell to Harsh Dubey for 10.

Puducherry's remain-
ing batters will look to 
build on the partnership 
and narrow the deficit 
when play resumes.

Uttar Pradesh pile up 
540 against Bihar

Uttar Pradesh made 
540 in their first innings 
before Bihar reached 44 
for two at stumps on the 
second day of  their Group 
A match at Rajgir.

Bihar trailed by 496 
runs, leaving them with a 
substantial task to avoid 
conceding a sizeable first-
innings advantage.

Piyush Singh was 
unbeaten on 16, while 
Amod Yadav was yet to 
open his account when 
play ended for the day. 
Bihar lost Ayush Loha-
ruka for a duck.

Karan Sharma had 
taken two wickets for 
Uttar Pradesh, who will 
look to exploit their com-
manding position, as 
Bihar attempt to build a 
response on the third day. 
(PTI)

IANS

NEW DELHI: Wicketkeep-
er-batter Rishabh Pant has 
been ruled out of  the first 
two matches of  India A’s 
upcoming tour of  New 
Zealand due to a left-side 
strain, with young keeper-
batter Kumar Kushagra 
named as his replacement 
in the updated squad, 
the BCCI announced on 
Monday.

Pant, whose availability 
for the tour was subject to 
fitness after catching viral 
fever while leading the Rest 
of  India to clinch the Irani 
Cup over Ranji Trophy 
winners Jammu & Kash-
mir at the Sher-i-Kashmir 
Stadium in Srinagar from 
October 1-4.

BCCI Secretary Deva-
jit Saikia said Pant, 29, 
remains under the medical 
team’s supervision, with a 
final call on his participa-
tion in the third match 
starting on October 7 in 
Lincoln to be taken later. 
"He remains under the care 
of  the BCCI Medical Team 
and is recovering well.

“A decision on his 

availability for the third 
match will be taken at 
a later stage. The Men’s 
Selection Committee has 
named Kumar Kushagra as 
Pant’s replacement for the 
first two matches,” added 
Saikia.

Kushagra, the 21-year-
old Jharkhand keeper-
batter, will join the Dhruv 
Jurel-led squad for India 
A's red-ball shadow tour 
alongside internation-
al stars like Yashasvi 
Jaiswal, B Sai Sudharsan, 
KL Rahul, Auqib Nabi, 

Mukesh Kumar, Akash 
Deep, Manav Suthar, and 
Washington Sundar.

Kushagra is coming on 
the back of  a good run in 
India A red-ball games 
against Australia A in 
Puducherry. He amassed 
scores of  113 and 46 to give 
India A a victory in the 
first game, while making 10 
and 1 in the second clash.

The shadow 'A' series 
holds immense signifi-
cance for both sides as a 
critical warm-up series 
ahead of  the two-game Test 
series to be played in Wel-
lington and Christchurch, 
which carries major impli-
cations in terms of  enter-
ing the World Test Cham-
pionship (WTC) final.

India A updated squad: 
Dhruv Jurel (captain & 
wk), Yashasvi Jaiswal, KL 
Rahul, Devdutt Padikkal, 
Ravichandran Smaran, 
Washington Sundar, Auqib 
Nabi, Akash Deep, Anshul 
Kamboj, Manav Suthar, 
Mukesh Choudhary, B Sai 
Sudharsan, Yash Rathod, 
Mukesh Kumar, and 
Kumar Kushagra (wk) (1st 
and 2nd matches).

IANS

NEW DELHI: Former 
India senior men’s fielding 
coach R. Sridhar believes 
the national team urgent-
ly requires a complete 
cultural shift to address a 
worrying form slump in 
the shortest format, while 
adding that the newbies 
in the team are arriving 
‘undercooked’ in terms 
of  their fielding abilities 
ahead of  their upcoming 
all-format tour of  New 
Zealand starting on Octo-
ber 22.

As per statistical data 
from Cricket-21 in T20Is in 
2026, India's fielding stan-
dards have been in decline. 
India currently ranks 
second-to-last among the 
top 10 nations in catching 
efficiency at 73.4 per cent 
-- having put down a jaw-
dropping 58 catches. While 
Indian fielders have saved 
129 runs, dropped chances 
and ground-fielding errors 
have led to 226 runs being 
leaked, resulting in a net 
deficit of  97 runs.

Furthermore, India 
leads all teams in missed 
run-out opportunities 
with 19, despite effecting 
14 of  them. Add to it, two 
missed stumpings out of  
five chances were recorded 
by the Indian wicketkeep-
ers. With matches in New 

Zealand to begin at 8 pm 
local time, it means field-
ers will take the field when 
it’s biting cold.

“Let me tell you that. 
The form is not great. 
Like you said, the fielding 
form of  the Indian team, 
not just over the last few 
matches, but the last few 
months, it's not been great. 
We ended up winning the 
T20 World Cup, but still we 
were nowhere near being 
a good fielding unit in that 
tournament as well. Axar 
Patel probably just saved 
us from falling by the way-
side in that semifinal. So 
we need to pick up our act 
together.

“I think fielding has now 
definitely taken a backseat 
in terms of  application 
and in terms of  building 
a certain culture. As we 
can see, there is a clear 
culture with the batting, 

the way the Indian team is 
batting. Similarly, there's a 
clear culture in the way the 
Indian team is using fast 
bowlers, especially in the 
ODIs, where Shubman Gill 
likes to hit the deck.

“But whereas in fielding, 
that seems to be absent, and 
what is really worrying is 
the fact that the new kids 
who are coming into the 
squad are undercooked in 
their fielding ability. Some 
are fast bowlers, some are 
batters, but whoever is 
coming in, they don't seem 
to be the kind of  fielder a 
Kohli is or even a Surya or 
Shreyas is, the generation 
of  that block, I'm saying, 
because they seem to have 
been brought up on only 
one skill, that is batting,” 
Sridhar told IANS in a 
select virtual interaction 
facilitated by Sony Sports 
Network on Monday.

IANS

NEW DELHI: Chief  of  
the Army Staff  (COAS) 
General Dhiraj Seth on 
Monday felicitated Indian 
Army athletes for their 
impressive 20-medal haul 
in the 2026 Asian Games 
in Aichi-Nagoya, prais-
ing their dedication and 
resolve while urging them 
to aim higher with the Los 
Angeles Olympics 2028 in 
focus.

The Army contingent 
secured six gold, eight 
silver and six bronze 
medals at the continental 
showpiece, contributing 
nearly 24 per cent of  India's 
overall tally of  85 medals. 
The six gold medals also 
marked a 100 per cent 
increase over the Army's 
gold-medal tally at the pre-
vious edition of  the Games.

A total of  62 Army 
athletes, including nine 
women, competed across 
15 disciplines, with notable 
performances in shooting 
and athletics.

According to a post by 
the Additional Directorate 
General of  Public Infor-
mation (ADG PI), Indian 
Army on X, General Seth 
felicitated the contingent at 
the Manekshaw Centre in 
New Delhi on October 12, 
celebrating their achieve-

ments under the theme ‘Jai 
Se Vijay – Vijay Se Vijeta’.

“Drawing parallels with 
the spirit of  a Soldier, the 
#COAS lauded the cham-
pions for their dedication, 
hard work and resolve to 
excel,” the Army said in 
the post.

“Complimenting the 
progress from 16 medals at 
the Commonwealth Games 
(2026) to 20 at the Asian 
Games, he credited the 
athletes and the enabling 
sporting ecosystem, partic-
ularly the #MissionOlym-
picsWing, for this success,” 
it added.

The army chief  also 
asked the athletes for their 
opinions on the aspects 
that needed improving and 
encouraged them to show 

the spirit of  the ‘Sporting 
Yoddha’ as they prepare for 
future international com-
petitions.

Naib Subedar Neeru 
Dhanda was one of  the top 
performers at the Asian 
Games, taking home two 
gold medals and one silver 
in the shooting events. She 
became the first Indian 
woman to win an indi-
vidual gold medal in the 
women's trap event at the 
Asian Games.

Naib Subedar Gulveer 
Singh also had a memo-
rable campaign, securing 
three individual medals 
in athletics, and Havildar 
Sawan Barwal won a silver 
medal in the marathon, 
putting an end to India's 
44-year wait for an Asian 

Games medal in that event.
After its strong perfor-

mance at the Common-
wealth Games 2026 in 
Glasgow, where its athletes 
secured 16 medals—eight 
gold, seven silver and one 
bronze—the Army came 
away with 41 per cent of  
India's total medal count 
at the event.

Women athletes also 
played a significant role 
in the Army's achieve-
ments, since four female 
Army boxers won gold 
medals at the Common-
wealth Games; at the 
Asian Games, the women 
earned two gold and one 
silver medal, which shows 
that their contribution to 
the Army's sporting pro-
grammes is increasing.

Fenesta Open: Ribhav Saroha, Paranjay Siwach 

begin U-16 campaigns with convincing wins
IANS

NEW DELHI: Fresh from 
winning the U-18 boys’ 
singles title last week, top 
seed Ribhav Saroha began 
his U-16 campaign with a 
6-4, 6-2 victory over Raghav 
Sarode, while third seed 
Paranjay Siwach defeated 
Bhavik 6-1, 6-1 in the Fenes-
ta Open National Tennis 
Championships in New 
Delhi on Monday.

The U-16 and U-14 com-
petitions got underway 
at the Delhi Lawn Tennis 
Association (DLTA) Com-
plex, with the country's 
leading junior players 
returning to action in the 
second week of  the nation-
al championship.

Saroha, who clinched 
the U-18 title on Saturday, 
was pleased with his open-
ing-round performance 

but said he was not taking 
anything for granted in his 
bid to complete a double 
at the tournament. "The 
confidence is high. If  I am 
performing well in U-18s, 
obviously my confidence is 
very high in U-16s as well. 
I played against Raghav 
Sarode, and he is a really 
good friend of  mine. The 
first set was close, but in 
the second set I was able 
to pull off  quite easily. It 
was a good match for me," 
Saroha said.

Asked about his ambition 
of  winning a second title 
in as many weeks, Saroha 
said he was working hard to 
maintain his form.

"I am working really 
hard in the second week 
also for the U-16 title. I 
have to grind in U-16 as 
well because you can't take 
anything easily in Fenesta 

Open, as everyone is really 
good in nationals. "The 
confidence is really high 
because I won the U-18s, 
but I can't take anything 
lightly. I am really focused 
on the U-16 title as well," he 
added.

Siwach, meanwhile, 
produced a commanding 
performance to get past 
Bhavik in straight sets and 
advance in the competition.

Reflecting on his match, 
the third seed said his oppo-
nent had started well, but he 
managed to stay focused and 
find his rhythm. "It's fine, it 
was a great match, and he 
was playing good in the 
start, and at the start of  the 
second set also. But I tried 
to stay in the game, and I 
played good," Siwach said.

Play was running 
nearly four hours behind 
schedule after heavy rain 

in the morning disrupted 
the day's programme. The 
organisers plan to extend 
the playing day to make 
up for the lost time, with 
an extended schedule also 
planned for Tuesday.

A few of  Monday's 
remaining matches will be 
shifted to Tuesday due to 
heavy rain playing havoc 
with the schedule at the 
DLTA Complex.

Apart from top seed 
Ribhav Saroha and third 
seed Paranjay Siwach, 
eighth seed Vivaan Mirdha 
beat Mahijith Kaura 6-1, 
6-2, while fifth seed Divey 
Malik defeated Sai Kanithi 
7-6(3), 6-3.

Seventh seed Jeevith 
Sathish beat Charchit 
Boora 6-4, 6-2, and 12th seed 
Monodip Dey overcame 
Heet Kandoriya 6-4, 6-0.

In other notable results, 

11th seed Rishi Yadav 
defeated Govardan Suresh 
6-2, 6-0, while 16th seed 
Anay Pandey beat Rishik 
Kanchugatla 6-1, 6-4. There 
were also seeded player 
exits: Yash Sharma, the 
fourth seed, lost to Aaryan 
Kirrtane 6-2, 4-6, 6-10.

In the girls’ U-16 singles, 
Rabiah Dullet defeated Pun 
Pratiksha 7-5, 6-1, while 
Pooja Nagaraj registered a 
dominant 6-1, 6-1 win over 
Aayushri Tarange.

Sarithra Entoori over-
came Japji Badohal 7-6(3), 
6-4 in a closely fought con-
test, and Miraya Agrawal 
pushed Tejaswi Manneni 
to a match tie-break before 
going down 2-6, 6-4, 5-10.

Unnathi Muralidhar 
advanced with a 6-3, 6-3 vic-
tory over Janhavi Sawant, 
while Bawyasri Asr beat 
Aashi Shamshery 6-2, 6-1.


