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Delighted to address the 60th Annual Convention of ISAE

at SKUAST-Kashmir. The themes- "Women-led Engineering
Innovations in Smart Farming & Al and Robotics for Gen-Z
Farming" reflect our resolve to move beyond food security
towards global leadership in agriculture.
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CAGFlags MGNREGA
Failures In J&K

Only 5.34 Lakh Of 27._]& I___glfh Works Completed

RAJA SYED

SRINAGAR: Of the 27.14
lakh works planned under
the Mahatma Gandhi Nation-
al Rural Employment Guar-
antee Act (MGNREGA) in
Jammu and Kashmir between
2019-20 and 2023-24, only 20.16
lakh works were taken up for
execution, while just 5.34 lakh
were completed, according to
the Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG).

The CAG, in its report for
the period ending March
2024, noted that 14.82 lakh
works remained incomplete,
accounting for nearly 74 per
cent of the works taken up
during the period.

The audit, further found
that Rs 1,897.10 crore had
been incurred on these
incomplete works as of
March 2024.

The reasons for the non-
completion of the works
could not be established from
the records made available to
the audit, the CAG observed.
The report was recently

Vtabled by the Jammu and

Kashmir Government in the
Legislative Assembly.

The audit also pointed to
substantial pending liabili-
ties under the scheme. As of
March 2024, an amount of Rs
704.39 crore remained unpaid,
comprising Rs 49.19 crore
towards unskilled wages, Rs
646.92 crore towards mate-
rial and semi-skilled/skilled
wages, and Rs 8.28 crore in
administrative expenses.

The report noted that
against expenditure of Rs
1,333.25 crore incurred on
material, including skilled
and semi-skilled wages,
during 2019-20 to 2023-24,
nearly half—Rs 646.92 crore
or 49 per cent—was still out-
standing. The pending pay-
ments had remained unset-
tled for periods ranging from
one to five years.

According to the audit,
the prolonged pendency
reflected shortcomings in the
financial management of the
scheme, particularly in set-
tling payments eP-06

Al-Human Synergy Needed
In Agriculture, Says LG Sinha

Calls For Empowering Women Innovators, Ensuring Their Leadership In Agricultural Technology

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha on Monday
called for synergy between
artificial intelligence (AI) and
human intelligence to address
emerging challenges in agricul-
ture and horticulture, including
climate change, resource con-
straints and sustainability.

Addressing the inaugural
function of the international
symposium on “Al and Robot-
ics for Gen-Z Farming” at the
Shalimar Convention Centre,
SKUAST-Kashmir, LG Sinha
said he would like to stress
that artificial intelligence and
human intelligence should work
together.

Extending a warm welcome
to distinguished guests, the
Lieutenant Governor congratu-
lated ISAE on completing six-
decades of service to the nation
and commended SKUAST-
Kashmir for its pioneering role
among India’s leading agricul-
tural universities.

In his remarks, the Lieuten-
ant Governor highlighted the
significance of the convention’s

themes- Women-Led Engineer-
ing Innovations in Smart Farm-
ing and AI and Robotics for
Gen-Z Farming. He noted that
these subjects underline India’s
transition from overcoming food
security challenges to assum-
ing a leadership role in global
agriculture. He emphasized
that Jammu Kashmir, with its
rich agricultural heritage and

challenging terrain, is the most
suitable venue for such delib-
erations.

Reflecting on the journey of
agricultural engineering since
ISAE’s inception in 1960, the
Lieutenant Governor recalled
how scientists and engineers
contributed to the Green Revo-
lution through mechanisation
and innovations eP-06

A5 WOMEN-LED START-UPS IN AGRICULTURAL TECHNOLOGY should

receive financing with the same confidence with which any other start-up is provided the
necessary support and facilities.

Create technology that can
endure in real fields, under
real monsoon conditions

Do not measure your
success solely by patents
or published research
papers

Small farmer in Anantnag,
Amritsar or Akola is
genuinely better off
because of your tools

Young generation to
draw inspiration from
past achievements while
addressing contemporary
challenges

Institutions and private-
sector stakeholders must
support women-led start-
ups and create laboratories

Artificial intelligence and
robotics in agriculture
sector must be developed
with affordability,
accessibility at their core

M Rain And Snow Likely
Weather Set To
Change Across J&K
FromOct 6

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: After a
prolonged dry spell and
unusually warm daytime
temperatures, weather
conditions are expected to
change across Jammu and
Kashmir from Tuesday,
with the Meteorological
Centre Srinagar forecast-
ing thunderstorms and
gusty winds at some places
and the possibility of rain,
while higher reaches may
receive light snowfall.

According to the latest
forecast issued by the
Meteorological Centre
Srinagar, weather is
expected to remain gener-
ally dry on Monday, Oct 5,
before partly to generally
cloudy conditions develop
from Oct 6. Light rain and
light snowfall over higher
reaches are likely at a few
places during the initial
phase of the change.

The latest IMD warning
indicates the possibility of
thunderstorms, lightning
and squall on Oct 6, fol-
lowed by further thunder-
storm and lightning activ-
ity on Oct 8 and from Oct 9
to 11. No warning has been
issued for Oct 5.

The weather shift comes
after temperatures eP-06

Statehood Delayed Due To
Security Concerns: Ruvmder Raina

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: BJP leader
Ravinder Raina on Monday
said the restoration of state-
hood to Jammu and Kash-
mir had been delayed due to
security concerns and other
factors, while reiterating that
his party remained commit-
ted to fulfilling the promise.

Speaking to reporters
during a visit to Kupwara
district in north Kashmir,
Raina, expressed hope that
statehood would be restored
at an appropriate time.

His remarks come amid
renewed debate over the
issue following the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly's pas-
sage of a resolution seeking
the restoration of full state-
hood.

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah moved the resolu-
tion on September 25, and it
was passed on September 28.
The resolution also referred
to earlier Assembly resolu-
tions on autonomy and spe-
cial status, drawing strong

objections from the BJP.
The BJP staged a walkout
during the discussion, with
Leader of Opposition Sunil
Sharma saying the party
supported the restoration of
statehood but opposed refer-
ences linking the demand to
autonomy and Article 35A.
Abdullah, however,
maintained that the central
issue was the restoration of
Jammu and Kashmir's con-
stitutional status before its
reorganisation and accused
the BJP of using the auton-
omy reference to avoid back-
ing the statehood resolution.
Meanwhile, eP-06

J&K Notifies Common Duct Policy
To Build Modern Urban Infra

CM Calls Policy Major Step Towards Modern Urban Infrastructure

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and
Kashmir government has noti-
fied the Common Duct Policy
2026, which will support planned
urban growth and digital con-
nectivity in the Union Territory.

“Following approval by
the Council of Ministers, the
Government has notified the
Jammu and Kashmir Common
Duct Policy 2026, establishing
a framework for shared utility
corridors for power, water, tele-
com, gas and digital networks,”
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
posted on his official X handle
on Monday.

Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah described the Jammu and
Kashmir Common Duct Policy
2026 as a major step towards
modernising urban infrastruc-

ture, improving utility manage-
ment and creating cleaner and
more orderly cityscapes across
Jammu and Kashmir.
Following approval by the
Council of Ministers, the Gov-
ernment has notified the Jammu
and Kashmir Common Duct
Policy 2026, establishing a frame-
work for shared underground
utility corridors for power,
water, telecom, gas, sewerage

and digital networks.

The policy mandates integra-
tion of common ducts in the
planning and construction of
new roads, while also providing
for phased retrofitting of exist-
ing infrastructure. It introduces
a coordinated framework for
Right of Way (RoW) clearances
through a single-window mecha-
nism and provides for cost-shar-
ing arrangements eP-06

CS Calls For Accelerated Action
Towards Zero-Casualty Corridors

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Monday
chaired a high-level meet-
ing to take comprehensive
stock of the Road Safety
Action Plan, accident data,
i-RAD, black spot rectifica-
tion, trauma care, digital
enforcement and other road
safety interventions across
the Union Territory.

The meeting was attended
by Additional Chief Secretary,
PWD; Principal Secretary,
Home; Secretary, Transport
Department; Inspector Gen-
eral of Police, Traffic; Trans-
port Commissioner; Repre-
sentatives from BRO; NHAI;
NHIDCL and other concerned
senior officers.

The Chief Secretary
directed all the executing
agencies to accord top prior-
ity to the time-bound recti-
fication of identified black
spots and hazardous stretch-
es, stressing that every iden-
tified engineering deficiency

should be addressed through
short- and long-term correc-
tive measures.

He also enjoined upon all
concerned to maintain sus-
tained momentum on road
safety interventions and
ensure that identified deficien-
cies are not allowed to persist.

Dulloo called upon all
District Road Safety Com-
mittees (DRSCs), chaired by
the respective District Mag-
istrates, to meet mandatorily
every month, closely monitor
the i-RAD real-time oP-06

PM Modi Gifts Kashmiri Walnut
Wood Wall Panel To Swiss President

IANS

op nutty, sweet and herba-
ceous flavours. Its rose-petal

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi gifted
some of India’s finest cheese
varieties and a walnut wood
wall panel to Swiss President
Guy Parmelin who began his
first State Visit to India on
Monday.

Switzerland is famous
around the world for its
cheese and PM Modi gifted
three special Indian cheese
varieties to President Par-
melin, offering a glimpse into
India’s own rich and growing
tradition of cheese-making.

It included Gulmarg -
French-style Brie, a heart-
shaped, soft and creamy Brie
made from pasteurised cow’s
milk, with a snowy-white rind
and earthy, mushroom-like
notes. It received a Super Gold

award at the 2026 Mundial do
Queijo do Brasil; Konark - a
French Tomme-style cheese,
a rustic, natural-rind cheese
with a supple texture, earthy
and savoury flavours and a
lemony finish. It won Gold at

the 2023 World Cheese Awards
in Norway and Silver in Swit-
zerland in 2025; and, Yeoor -
a mountain-style cheese, an
aged cheese inspired by Swiss
Gruyere, matured for around
eight to nine months to devel-

and fennel-decorated rind
gives it a distinctive Indian-
Alpine character.

The Kashmiri wood wall
panel showcases Kashmir’s
centuries-old woodcarving
heritage, crafted from pre-
mium Himalayan walnut
wood and intricately hand-
carved in deep relief. Depict-
ing traditional landscapes,
flora, human figures, horses,
carriages and village life, it
reflects Kashmir's distinctive
artistic traditions shaped by
indigenous and Central Asian
influences, celebrating the
skill and craftsmanship of
Kashmiri artisans.

PM Modi also gifted a
Kutchi Shawl and Sadeli Box
to President Parmelin's wife,
showcasing Gujarat’s eP-06
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LG Prorogues
J&K Assembly
= T > I -

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha on Monday
prorogued the Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative Assembly,
marking the conclusion of the
current session.

A bulletin issued by the
Assembly Secretariat on
Monday said that the LG exer-
cised powers under clause (a)
of sub-section (2) of Section
18 of the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Act, 2019, to
prorogue the House.

“I, Manoj Sinha, Lieutenant
Governor of the Union Terri-
tory of Jammu and Kashmir,
in exercise of the powers con-
ferred upon me under clause
(a) of sub-section (2) of eP-06

M 150 Bangladeshis Deported From J&K
‘Aadhaar Discrepancies
Raised Suspicion, Prompted

Nationality Verification’

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Authorities
have deported around 150
Bangladeshi nationals from
Jammu and Kashmir after
discrepancies in their Aad-
haar details raised suspicion
and prompted verification
of their nationality, officials
said on Monday.

An official said that the
deportees, who were work-
ing as labourers in Kashmir,
were flown out in a special
Indian Air Force aircraft and
taken to Bagdogra in West
Bengal, where they were
handed over to the Border
Security Force for repatria-

tion,

The official said the work-
ers were asked to produce
their Aadhaar cards during
a registration exercise and
discrepancies in the infor-
mation provided by them led
authorities to conduct fur-
ther verification.

Their details were subse-
quently shared with authori-
ties in Bangladesh, which
confirmed their nationality,
following which action was
initiated under provisions of
the Foreigners Act, he said.

The BSF is responsible for
escorting the deportees from
designated transit points in
West Bengal to eP-06
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DC Budgam visits
Charar-i-Sharief, reviews
arrangements for Urs

]

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Budgam,
Athar Aamir Khan, Monday
visited Charar-i-Sharief to
review arrangements for
the forthcoming Urs and
facilities for devotees.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner paid obeisance at
the revered shrine of Sheik
Nooruddin Noorani (RA)
and inspected the ongo-
ing development works,
including the under-con-
struction Guest House
comprising 12 rooms and
two halls.

During visit, the DC
interacted with local resi-
dents and stakeholders and
assured them that their
genuine concerns would
be examined on priority.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner subsequently chaired
a meeting at Town Hall
Charar-i-Sharief with con-
cerned officers to review
preparations for the Urs.
He directed PDD to ensure
uninterrupted power supply

Directs departments to ensure smooth facilities for devotees

and keep backup arrange-
ments in place. Officers
from Jal Shakti Department
were instructed to ensure
adequate water supply and
availability of water tankers.

For seamless trans-
port facility, the ARTO
was directed to ensure
adequate public trans-
port and proper parking
arrangements to facilitate
smooth traffic movement.
CMO Budgam was asked
to establish a medical camp
near the shrine.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner instructed concerned
Executive Officer, Munici-
pal Committee Charar-i-
Sharief, to ensure cleanli-
ness, sanitation and proper
illumination in the town and
around the shrine.

Similarly, the Food,
Civil Supplies & Consum-
er Affairs Department was
directed to ensure timely
distribution of ration of
October month.

while the Food Safety
Department was asked to
intensify market inspec-
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tions and prevent adultera-
tion, overcharging and sale
of substandard food items.

The Deputy Commission-
er stressed close coordina-
tion among all concerned
departments and directed
officers to remain available
on the ground and ensure
prompt redressal of issues
during the Urs.

He reiterated that all
arrangements should be
completed well in advance
to ensure a safe, peaceful
and hassle-free pilgrimage
for devotees.

Earlier, the Deputy
Commissioner also vis-
ited the revered shrine of
Syed Mohammad Ali Aali
Balkhi (RA), Pakherpora
and paid his obeisance.
He took stock of ongoing
works and stressed on their
timely completion.

The DC was accompa-
nied by SDM Chadoora,
CMO, concerned R&B,
PHE and KPDCL officers,
Tehsildar Charar-i-Sharief,
ARTO, EO MC Charar-i-
Sharief and other officers.

DC Kulgam reviews implementation

of Mission YU VA

%- GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Deputy
Commissioner Kulgam,
Shahzad Alam Monday
chaired a meeting at the
Conference Hall, Kulgam
to review the implementa-
tion and progress of Mis-
sion YUVA.

The meeting was held in
connection with the visit
of the GDI Team to the dis-
trict for an assessment of
Mission YUVA. A detailed
review was undertaken of
beneficiary-wise progress,
applications under process,
loan sanctions, bank linkag-
es, enterprise establishment
and the overall implementa-
tion of Mission YUVA.

The DC directed the con-
cerned officers to ensure
effective handholding of
beneficiaries, expeditious
disposal of pending cases
and stronger coordina-
tion among SBDUs, BHDs,
banks, JKEDI and other
implementing agencies so
that eligible youth receive
timely financial and insti-

tutional support.

Emphasizing an out-
come-oriented approach, the
DC stated that the success
of Mission YUVA would be
measured not merely by the
number of applications pro-
cessed or loans sanctioned,
but by the actual establish-
ment of viable enterprises,
generation of sustainable
livelihoods and creation of
employment opportunities
for local youth.

Tejal Sharma, Officer
from the GDI Team made
a brief presentation high-
lighting the implementa-
tion status, achievements,
progress of beneficiaries
and key areas requiring
further intervention.

As part of the review,
Mission YUVA beneficia-

ries representing different
stages of the entrepreneur-
ial journey including fresh
applicants, entrepreneurs
who have already com-
menced their enterprises,
and beneficiaries whose
loans have been sanctioned
and enterprises are under
establishment, interacted
with the GDI Team and
shared their experiences,
progress and challenges.
The meeting was attend-
ed by the ADDC, Altaf
Ahmad Khan and other
officersincluding Assistant
Director, DE&CC Kulgam,
DNO, JKEDI, Lead Bank
Manager, Kulgam, SBDU/
BHD membrers and other
concerned officials associ-
ated with the implementa-
tion of Mission YUVA.
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VC JKLCMA conducts inspection of Dole Demb area

Assesses scope for beautification, development of site

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Vice Chair-
man (VC), Jammu and
Kashmir Lake Conserva-
tion and Management
Authority (JKLCMA),
Khurshid Ahmad Shah,
Monday conducted an
extensive inspection of the
Dole Demb area to review
the existing condition of
the water body and its sur-
rounding areas and assess
the scope for beautifica-
tion and development of
the site.

The Vice Chairman
was accompanied by the
Superintending Engineer,
Collector Land Acquisi-
tion, FA&CAO, Executive
Engineers of Lake Division
1st and Lake Division 2nd,
Technical Officer, Assis-
tant Executive Engineers,
Junior Engineers, and
other officers and officials

of the Authority.
Emphasizing the impor-
tance of developing the
site in a planned and sus-
tainable manner, the Vice
Chairman directed that
the beautification proposal
should incorporate modern
landscaping, suitable plan-
tation, improved pathways,
aesthetic features, and

other necessary amenities.
He stressed that the area
should be developed as a
state of the art public space
while maintaining the eco-
logical character of the
water body. He observed
that the development of
Dole Demb would also con-
tribute towards enhancing
the overall tourism poten-

tial of the area and attract
more visitors to Dal Lake.

The Vice Chairman
directed the concerned offi-
cers to immediately under-
take bush cutting along the
site and carry out other
necessary site clearance
works to improve the over-
all appearance and acces-
sibility of the area, so that
further dredging and res-
toration works in the Dole
Demb area can be taken up.
He further instructed the
Engineering Wing to pre-
pare detailed estimates for
the proposed beautification
and development works at
Dole Demb.

The Vice Chairman
further directed the con-
cerned officers to ensure
close coordination among
the Engineering, Revenue,
and field wings so that the
proposed works are planned
and executed in a time

bound manner. He empha-
sized that the development
should focus on environ-
mental improvement while
enhancing the visual appeal
and overall utility of the
area for tourism.

Reiterating the Author-
ity's commitment towards
the conservation and beau-
tification of water bodies
and their surrounding
areas, the Vice Chairman
stated that LCMA will con-
tinue to undertake inte-
grated conservation, res-
toration, and development
measures to improve urban
water bodies and create
clean, attractive, and envi-
ronmentally sustainable
spaces for the public and
tourists. He emphasized
that such initiatives would
also contribute towards
strengthening the tourism
potential of Dal Lake and
its adjoining areas.

ADDC Kupwara chairs
Development Review
Meeting at Karnah

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: Additional
District Development
Commissioner (ADDC),
Kupwara, Ghulam Rasool
Monday chaired a compre-
hensive review meeting at
the Sub-Divisional Head-
quarters, Karnah, to take
stock of ongoing devel-
opmental initiatives and
implementation of vari-
ous Government schemes
across the Sub-Division.

During the meeting, the
ADDC conducted a detailed
sector-wise review of devel-
opmental works being
executed by PWD (R&B),
PMGSY, Jal Shakti, KPDCL,
Rural Development Depart-
ment, focusing on physical
progress, timelines, qual-
ity of execution and bottle-
necks affecting completion.

The ADDC directed the
executing agencies to pro-
actively accelerate the pace
of works while maintaining
prescribed quality stan-
dards and ensuring timely
completion. He stressed
regular field monitoring
and close inter-departmen-
tal coordination for prompt
resolution of issues imped-
ing execution.

The meeting also
reviewed implementation of
various beneficiary-orient-
ed schemes of Agriculture,
Horticulture and Animal
Husbandry Departments.
The concerned departments
were directed to intensify
awareness and outreach
camps to ensure maximum
coverage of eligible benefi-
ciaries and effective delivery
of scheme benefits at the
grassroots level.

Special emphasis was laid
on Farmer ID generation,
with directions for coordi-
nated efforts between the
Revenue and Agriculture

Departments to expedite
the process and achieve the
assigned targets within stipu-
lated timelines.

Earlier, SDM Karnah,
Mohd Raiyaz presented a
detailed sector-wise presen-
tation highlighting the status
and progress of ongoing
developmental works, imple-
mentation of Government
schemes and issues requiring
intervention.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Executive Engineer
PWD (R&B) Tangdhar,
Executive Engineer Hydrau-
lics, Executive Engineer
PMGSY Kupwara, Tehsil-
dar Karnah, BMO Karnah,
ZEQOs, CDPO Tangdhar, rep-
resentative of RDSS, AEE
KPDCL and other officers of
the concerned departments.

Following the review
meeting, the ADDC con-
ducted spot inspections of
various works under execu-
tion across Karnah to assess
their progress and quality
on the ground.

He inspected the ongoing
OT works at SDH Tangdhar,
NTPHC Hajinar, Naibat
Tangdhar, construction of
Revenue Hut and ongoing
works at Naichayan.

During the inspections,
the ADDC interacted with
the concerned officers and
executing agencies and
directed them to maintain
quality of execution, adhere
to stipulated timelines and
expedite completion of the
works so that the intended
benefits reach the public at
the earliest.

The ADDC reiterated that
developmental works and
public welfare programmes
should be monitored close-
ly at the field level, with
emphasis on timely execu-
tion, quality, accountability
and tangible outcomes for
the people of Karnah.

DDC Kulgam visits Animal Birth Control Centre

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: District Devel-
opment Commissioner
(DDC) Kulgam, Shahzad
Alam, Monday visited
the Animal Birth Control
(ABC) Centre at Kulgam
and took stock of the
arrangements being put
in place for its operation-
alisation.

During the visit, the
DDC inspected the various
facilities at the centre and
reviewed the preparedness

with regard to infrastruc-
ture, equipment, sanita-
tion, animal handling facil-
ities and other essential
arrangements required for
commencing operations.
The DDC directed the
concerned officers to
ensure that all requisite
arrangements are complet-
ed in a time-bound manner
and that the centre is made
fully functional with focus
on maintaining proper
hygiene, animal welfare
and effective management

of the facility.

The concerned officers
briefed the DDC regarding
the status of the arrange-
ments and the steps being
taken for early operation-
alisation of the centre.
The Animal Birth Control
Centre is aimed at facilitat-
ing scientific and humane
management of the stray
dog population through
sterilisation and vaccina-
tion, thereby contributing
towards a safer and cleaner
environment in the district.

KPDCL announces power shutdown
in Kashmir Parts

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Engineer,
Distribution, KPDCL Monday
informed that the Shutdown
of 33 kV Airforce line will
be observed due to which
power supply to Peerbagh,
Cooperative Colony, Jeela-
nabad, Hyderpora, Nadru,
PHQ, Airport, Sheikhpora,
Friends Colony, Humhama
Heights, Tawheed Bagh and
adjoining areas will be affect-
ed from 10 AM to 03 PM on 07
October 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of

33 kV Wanganpora-Khan-
yar-Rainawari line will be
observed due to which power
supply to Kondabal, Has-
sanabad, Hazaribagh, JLNM
Hospital, Jogilanker, Mag-
doom Sahib, Miskeen Bagh,
Rozbal and adjoining areas
will be affected from 08 AM to
02 PM on 06 & 12 October 2026.

Likewise, shutdown of
33 kV Cheshmashahi-TRC-
Nedous line will be observed
due to which power supply to
CM residence, Dy. CM resi-
dence, Paras Hospital and 11
KV F4 Sonwar will be affected

from 11 AM to 02 PM on 07
October 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of 33
KV Alusteng-Zakoora feeder
and 33 KV Alusteng-Nagbal
line will be observed due to
which power supply to Pan-
dach, Pathan Colony, Gulaba-
gh, Mir Mohalla, Umarhair,
Nowbugh, Ahmad Nagar, 90 ft
road, Khalmullah, Shuhama,
Bakura, Darend, Nagbal,
Fetehpora Gadoora Tulbagh,
Chunduna, Saloora, Shair-
pathri and adjoining areas
will be affected from 12 Noon
to 02 PM on 06 October 2026.

Food Safety Team conducts
Inspection Drive in Anantnag

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: The Food
Safety Team, Anantnag,
Monday conducted an
inspection drive of food
vendors across the district
to check compliance with
prescribed food safety
standards and hygiene
norms.

During the drive, the
team specifically checked
the use of synthetic food
colours, use of printed
newspapers for wrapping
or serving food, repeated
use of cooking oil, and

overall sanitary and
hygienic conditions at food
establishments.

As part of the inspec-
tion, two food samples
were procured and sent for
detailed analysis at the lab-
oratory. Further, six Food
Business Operators (FBOs)
were found violating vari-
ous provisions of the Food
Safety and Standards Act
and the Rules/Regulations.

Necessary action has
been initiated against
the erring FBOs under
the relevant provisions
of law.

I OPERATION SADBHAVANA

Kashmir Girl Students Return
Inspired After NDA, AFMC, AIT Visit

IRFAN TILGAMI

BARAMULLA: The
Indian Army hosted a
warm homecoming recep-
tion for 20 girl students
from the Kashmir Valley
upon their return from an
educational and Capacity
Building Tour (CBT) to pre-
mier defence and higher
education institutions in
Pune, Maharashtra.

Organized under the
aegis of Operation Sadbha-
vana, the tour offered the
young cohort an intensive,
firsthand look into India’s
premier military training
and academic environ-
ments. During their stay in
Pune, the students toured
the National Defence
Academy (NDA) at Khada-
kwasla, the Armed Forces
Medical College (AFMC),
and the Army Institute of
Technology (AIT).

A central highlight of
the visit was an interac-
tive session with female
cadets currently undergo-
ing training at the NDA,
alongside serving women

officers and faculty mem-
bers. For many partici-
pants, witnessing women
training on the drill
squares and in advanced
academic laboratories
served as a powerful moti-
vator to consider career
pathways in the Armed
Forces, engineering, and
medical sciences.

During the welcome-
back debriefing in the
Valley, students and
accompanying faculty
shared their experiences,
recounting the rigorous
discipline, state-of-the-
art facilities, and diverse
campus cultures they wit-

nessed. Several students
noted that the journey
broadened their academic
outlook and bolstered their
self-confidence to compete
at national platforms.
Senior military officials
and parents congratulated
the students on complet-

ing the visit. Reaffirm-_q}

ing its commitment to
youth empowerment, the
Indian Army highlighted
that such exposure tours
remain vital in bridging
regions, fostering national
integration, and opening
wide-ranging professional
horizons for the daughters
of Kashmir.

J&K Punjabi Sahit Sabha Srinagar
Celebrates 59th Annual Day

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The J&K
Punjabi Sahit Sabha Sri-
nagar, in collaboration
with the Jammu & Kash-
mir Academy of Art,
Culture and Languages
(JKAACL), organised a
one-day Punjabi Seminar
to commemorate the 59th
Annual Day of the Punjabi
Sahit Sabha Srinagar at
Tagore Hall, Srinagar.

The programme brought
together eminent Punjabi
writers, poets, scholars,
intellectuals and literary
enthusiasts from different
parts of Jammu and Kash-
mir. The event highlighted
the importance of promot-
ing Punjabi language and
literature and showcased
the literary and cultural
activities undertaken by
the Sabha and JKAACL.

Harvinder Kour, Sec-
retary, JKAACL; R.S.
Rajan, President, Punjabi
Sahit Sabha Srinagar; Ajit
Singh Mastana, renowned
Punjabi poet and writer;
and Popinder Singh Paras,
Editor, Sheeraza Punjabi,
JKAACL, along with other
distinguished personali-
ties, were present on the
occasion.

Secretary, JKAACL,

2 wfriaaw.

appreciated the initiatives
of the Punjabi Sahit Sabha
Srinagar for the promotion
of Punjabi language and
literature. She highlighted
the various initiatives and
support extended by the
Academy for literary and
cultural activities across
Jammu and Kashmir and
stressed the importance
of collaborative efforts for
enriching the regional lit-
erary tradition.

The Chief Guest,
S. Jaipal Singh, in his
address, said that the
Punjabi Sahit Sabha and
the Cultural Academy are
making significant efforts
towards the promotion and
development of Punjabi
language and literature.
He appreciated the initia-
tive of organising such
programmes and observed
that literary and cultural
activities provide the

younger generation with
meaningful opportunities
to remain connected with
their language, literature
and cultural heritage.

In his address, Addition-
al Secretary, JKAACL, Lal
Chand said that the Acad-
emy is committed to organ-
ising Punjabi literary-cum-
cultural programmes at
regular intervals, includ-
ing in far-flung areas of
Jammu and Kashmir, so
that the rich Punjabi lit-
erary and cultural tradi-
tions reach wider sections
of society.

R.S. Rajan highlighted
the activities and achieve-
ments of the Punjabi
Sahit Sabha Srinagar and
presented an overview of
its annual progress. He
expressed gratitude to
JKAACL for its support
and cooperation in organ-
ising the annual event.

NIT Srinagar takes Swachhata Hi Seva ca

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The National
Service Scheme (NSS) unit
of the National Institute
of Technology (NIT) Sri-
nagar organised a three-
day series of cleanliness,
environmental awareness
and community outreach
activities under the Swach-
hata Hi Seva 2026 campaign
from October 1 to 3.

The programme wit-

+CM

nessed participation from
students, faculty mem-
bers, staff, NSS and NCC

K&

volunteers and members
of the campus community,
with activities focusing on

cleanliness, sustainability
and civic responsibility.

As part of the pro-
gramme, the NSS unit
organised a poster painting
competition on cleanliness
and environmental aware-
ness. The competition
featured separate groups
for teachers and staff and
students, while children
of professors also partici-
pated and presented their
artwork.

mpaign beyond campus

The entries were evalu-
ated by Dr. Nitika Kundan
and Dr. Veningston K. The
winners were awarded fol-
lowing the evaluation.

A “Best out of Waste”
competition was also
organised, encouraging
participants to create inno-
vative and useful products
from discarded materials.
The entries were judged by
Dr. Dinesh Kumar Rajen-
dran and Dr. Ashok Kumar.
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JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: Jammu
and Kashmir has inten-
sified surveillance of
vaccine-preventable
diseases (VPDs), with
a state-level workshop
underway in Srinagar to
strengthen early detec-
tion, case investigation,
data collection and
public health response.

Speaking to report-
ers on the sidelines of
the workshop, Director
Health Services Kashmir
(DHSK) Dr Nighat Yas-
meen, said the exercise
would focus on identify-
ing disease patterns, ana-
lysing data and detecting
gaps in immunisation
coverage.

“The aim is to iden-
tify pockets reporting
higher numbers of cases,
assess immunity levels
and understand where
corrective measures are
needed,” she said.

Dr Yasmeen said
the surveillance pro-
gramme covers six
vaccine-preventable dis-
eases, including measles,
rubella and tetanus, and
is aimed at identifying
vulnerable populations
and areas requiring tar-
geted interventions.

She said the surveil-
lance mechanism, earlier
carried out with technical
support from the World

J&K intensifies
surveillance of vaccine-
preventable diseases

Health Organisation
(WHO), is now transition-
ingto anindigenous system
under the Atmanirbhar
Bharat initiative.

“The transition will
take place in phases,
beginning at the state
level and gradually
extending to hospitals
and other tiers of the
healthcare system. The
process is expected to
be completed by March
2027,” she said.

Dr Yasmeen said offi-
cials were being trained
in key aspects of disease
surveillance, includ-
ing identification and
reporting of suspected
cases, specimen collec-
tion, laboratory proce-
dures, data analysis and
uploading information to
a unified portal.

“The officials are
being trained on how to
identify cases, collect
specimens, analyse data
and upload information
to the unified portal.
Public health experts

will use the findings to
help shape future poli-
cies,” she said.

She said robust sur-
veillance was essential
for identifying immuni-
sation gaps and ensuring
preventive interventions
reached populations
most at risk.

Describing the initia-
tive as a major undertak-
ing, Dr Yasmeen said the
Health Department was
committed to implement-
ing it effectively.

“It is a very big task,
but we will do it. The
Government of India is
very particular about
this,” she said.

The initiative is
expected to strength-
en the health depart-
ment's capacity to detect
vaccine-preventable
diseases early, system-
atically track cases and
use field-level evidence
to improve immunisa-
tion and disease-control
strategies across Jammu
and Kashmir—(KNO)

J&K Prosecution Deptt secures 3
major convictions in 2 days

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: In a major break-

< through demonstrating

unwavering legal diligence,
the Prosecution Depart-
ment of Jammu and Kash-
mir has secured three sig-
nificant convictions within
a 48-hour span (September
29-30, 2026). The verdicts,
delivered by Sessions
Courts across Udhampur,
Ganderbal and Jammu dis-
tricts, cover two high-profile
murder trials and a major
narcotics trafficking case.
The Special Court under
the NDPS Act convicted
Sajjad Ahmed Bhat for ille-
gal possession of 1.500 kg
of charas. Sentenced under
Section 20 of the NDPS Act,
the convict was sentenced to
10 years of rigorous impris-
onment along with a fine
of Rs.1,00,000. The Special
Public Prosecutor Sunil
Kumar successfully con-

-

ducted the prosecution.
The Court of Additional
Sessions Judge, Udhampur,
found Arwant Singh guilty of
murdering a 70-year-old man
in village Sarmali, Majalta.
The court sentenced him
to life imprisonment and
imposed a fine of Rs. 20,000.
The Addl. Public Prosecutor
Jaswant Raj and Asst. Public
Prosecutor Ritu effectively
led the case to its final out-
come following a smooth
prosecutorial transition.
The Court of Additional
Sessions Judge, Gander-
bal, convicted Mohd Shafi
Magrey under Sections 302
(murder), 379 (theft) and
201 (disappearance of evi-
dence) of the Ranbir Penal

Code (RPC). Addl. Public
Prosecutor Shafaq Murtaza
anchored the State's case
through along trial, relying
on meticulously presented
circumstantial evidence.
The hearing on quantum
of sentence is scheduled for
October 15, 2026.

These successful out-
comes reflect years of sus-
tained diligence, effective
court navigation and close
coordination with investiga-
tive agencies. By addressing
procedural defenses and
technical gaps, the desig-
nated Prosecutors ensured
that the evidence remained
central to each verdict.

To build on these success-
es, the Department remains
dedicated to capacity build-
ing, trial monitoring in
heinous offenses and tight
coordination with police
and forensic teams to main-
tain law and order across
the Union Territory.

All Eyes on J&K Govt as Deadline
Nears on Medical Interns’ Stipend Hike

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: With the
one-month period given
by the Jammu and Kash-
mir Government to final-
ize the enhancement of
the stipend for MBBS and
BDS interns nearing its
deadline, attention has
now shifted to the govern-
ment’s next move on the
long-pending demand.
The interns had called
off their strike on Sep-
tember 8 last month after
Health and Medical Educa-
tion Minister Sakina Itoo
assured their representa-
tives that the issue would
be finalised within 30 days
on the basis of the recom-
mendations of the Stipend
Enhancement Committee.
The assurance followed
an eight-day agitation by
interns across government

medical colleges and hospi-
tals in J&K.

The interns are seeking
an increase in their month-
ly stipend from the exist-
ing Rs 12,300 to Rs 30,000.
The government’s com-
mitment, however, was to
finalise the matter within
the stipulated period; it
did not itself amount to an
immediate approval of the
demanded amount.

The administrative pro-
cess has continued since
then. The Finance Depart-
ment, in a communica-
tion dated Sep 15, asked
the Health and Medical
Education Department
to examine the interns’
demand for enhance-
ment of the stipend from
Rs 12,300 to Rs 30,000 and
take further necessary
action as per rules.

The government’s

30-day assurance is now
approaching its Oct 9 dead-
line. Intern representatives
have said they are awaiting
aformal government order
and implementation of the
promised enhancement.

The interns have also
indicated that failure to
fulfil the commitment
within the stipulated
timeframe could lead to
renewed agitation. They
have announced that they
would begin an indefinite
hunger strike from Oct 10
if the government does not
issue orders on the stipend
enhancement by Oct 9.

For now, the focus
remains on whether the
government will finalize
the matter within the time-
line given to the interns
and issue the formal order
they have been seeking.
[KNT]
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Mandeep Kour chairs stakeholders consultation
meeting for GIS Based Master Plans

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Commis-
sioner Secretary, Housing
and Urban Development
Department (HUDD),
Mandeep Kour, Monday
chaired a comprehensive
stakeholders’ consulta-
tion meeting to deliberate
upon the draft GIS-based
Master Plans for Baram-
ulla, Sopore and Pattan
being prepared under
AMRUT 2.0, at Dak Bunga-
low, Baramulla.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Member of Legisla-
tive Assembly Baramulla
Javid Hassan Beigh; MLA
Sopore Irshad Rasool Kar;
MLA Pattan Javaid Reyaz
Bedar; MLA Wagoora-
Kreeri Irfan Hafeez Lone;
Deputy Commissioner
Baramulla S.F. Hamid,
ADDC Baramulla, ADC
Baramulla, ADC Sopore,
senior officers from the
HUDD and other line
departments, public rep-
resentatives, stakeholders,
representatives of various
organisations and mem-
bers of civil society.

The meeting had a com-
prehensive presentation
on the draft Master Plans
highlighting the major
provisions, proposed plan-

ning interventions, land-
use considerations, infra-
structure requirements,
development priorities and
other components envis-
aged for the systematic and

sustainable development
of the three towns.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary held detailed discus-
sions with the participants
on various provisions of
the draft plans and sought
their suggestions and
observations.

The elected representa-
tives and other stakehold-
ers also put forward their
views and suggestions
concerning urban develop-
ment, infrastructure, con-
nectivity, public amenities,
institutional requirements
and other local priorities.

MLA Baramulla Javid
Hassan Beigh highlighted
the limited availability of
state land within Baram-
ulla town as a major chal-
lenge. He suggested that

the Master Plan should
identify suitable peripher-
al areas where the govern-
ment offices and projects
that do not require daily
public access could be
shifted.

MLA Sopore Irshad
Rasool Kar stressed the
need to address the scat-
tered location of govern-
ment offices and suggested
provision for a Mini Sec-
retariat in Sopore in the
Master Plan.

MLA Wagoora-Kreeri
Irfan Hafeez Lone empha-
sised that development

envisaged under the Master
Plan should be sustainable
and balanced with adequate
safeguards to protect the
region’s agricultural and
horticultural land and live-

lihood interests.

Meanwhile, Reyaz Bedar
highlighted the need for
widening of road in Pattan
town, provision of a truck
terminal, and effective util-
isation of available state
land for various develop-
mental projects.

Various other stake-
holders and representa-
tives from civil society
also raised issues. They
offered suggestions con-
cerning land utilisation,
infrastructure, connectiv-
ity, public amenities, traffic
management, institutional

requirements and future
development of the three
towns.

Responding to the
inputs, Mandeep Kour
emphasised that the Master
Plan is an important long-
term planning document
that will shape the future
growth, infrastructure
development and urban
management of Baramul-
la, Sopore and Pattan and
therefore requires exten-
sive consultation with all
concerned stakeholders.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary urged all stakehold-
ers to go through the draft
Master Plans in detail and
submit their representa-
tions, suggestions and
observations within the
prescribed timeline assur-
ing that all representations
would be examined careful-
ly before the Master Plans
are finalised and notified.

DC Baramulla urged all
stakeholders, public repre-
sentatives, departments and
members of civil society to
carefully examine the draft
Master Plan and submit
their representations, sug-
gestions and observations
within 21 days, so that the
inputs can be duly exam-
ined and incorporated in
the Master Plan.

Kathua Police Recover 105 Lost,

Stolen Phones Worth323.50 Lakh
I i il |

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KATHUA: J&K Police in
Kathua have recovered
105 lost and stolen mobile
phones valued at approxi-
mately 223.50 lakh, includ-
ingnine iPhones, as part of
a sustained drive to trace
missing handsets and
return them to their right-
ful owners.

According to police,
the recovered phones
had been traced from dif-
ferent States and Union
Territories using techni-
cal assistance and coor-
dinated efforts by the dis-
trict police’s IT and cyber
teams. The handsets were
subsequently handed over
to their verified owners.

Police said the latest
recovery has taken the
total number of lost or

stolen mobile phones
recovered by District
Police Kathua over the
past two years to around
700, with their estimated
combined value reaching
approximately %1.29 crore.
In a parallel cyber-
fraud recovery effort,
Cyber Police Station
Kathua recovered 50.43
lakh between May and
September 2026 in differ-
ent financial fraud cases.
The recovery forms part of
efforts to trace fraudulent
transactions and prevent
financial losses to victims.
Police have urged citi-
zens to promptly report lost
or stolen mobile phones
and suspected cyber-fraud
incidents to the concerned
police authorities and use
available official reporting
mechanisms. [KNT]

Two Arrested in Alleged Employment
Fraud in Budgam: Police

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Police have arrested
two persons in connection with
an alleged employment fraud
in Budgam in which several job
aspirants were reportedly duped
through fabricated appointment
letters and promises of govern-
ment employment, SSP Budgam
Hariprasad K.K. said during a
press conference at Beerwah on
Monday.

Briefing the media, the SSP
said the accused have been
identified as Advocate Jehan-
gir Ahmad Dar, son of Ghulam
Mohammad Dar of Ratsun, Beer-
wah, and Firdous Nabi of Zabgul,
Beerwah, chairman of the Jammu
Kashmir People’s Front (JKPF).
Both accused are presently being
guestioned at Police Station
Beerwah following formal com-
plaints, he said.

According to the SSP, the
accused allegedly targeted job
aspirants from different parts
of Budgam by issuing fabricated
appointment letters and making
assurances of lucrative employ-
ment. Police are examining the

complaints and the circumstanc-
esinwhich the alleged fraud was
carried out, with the possibility of
further arrests as the investiga-
tion progresses.

A key development in the
investigation, the SSP said, was
the recovery of an allegedly
forged official communication
bearing fake Ministry of Home
Affairs stamps. The document
was purportedly issued in the
name of then Union Home
Secretary Govind Mohan and
addressed to J&K Director Gen-
eral of Police Nalin Prabhat.

Police said the fabricated
communication purported to
direct the appointment of ten
youths from different villages of
Budgam as Special Police Offi-
cers in the J&K Police, allegedly
on the directions of the Union
Ministry.

So far, three FIRs have been
registered in connection with
the alleged fraud, including FIR
Nos. 183 and 188 at Police Sta-
tion Beerwah. A Zero FIR was also
registered at Beerwah and sub-
sequently transferred to Police
Station Budgam, the SSP said.

‘Youm-e-Meeras’ celebrates Atiga Bano’s
vision of preserving Kashmir’s heritage

Speaker Rather hails her legacy, says Meeras Mahal will emerge
as major heritage museum

WARIS FAYAZ

SOPORE: The legacy of late educa-
tionist and heritage conservationist
Atiga Bano was celebrated during
“Youm-e-Meeras” in Sopore, with
speakers highlighting her contri-
bution towards preserving Kash-
mir’s rich cultural heritage through
Meeras Mahal.

The event, as reported, was
organised by Majlis-un-Nisa and
Adbi Markazi Kamraz, with Jammu
and Kashmir Legislative Assem-
bly Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather
attending as the chief guest.

Rather thanked the organisers
for holding the event in Sopore and
said the town had a significant his-
torical, cultural and political legacy.

“Sopore has historical impor-
tance, besides its cultural and politi-
cal significance,” Rather said, while
recalling the town’s historical asso-
ciation with King Avantivarman and
theengineer Suya, who played arole
in addressing the recurring floods in
theregion.

e e

He said Sopore had also pro-
duced political leaders who contrib-
utedbeyond thetownandserved the
largerinterests of the people.

The Speaker praised Sopore MLA
Irshad Rasool Kar for his participa-
tionin Assembly proceedings and his
efforts to raise issues concerning his
constituency.

“He has the urge to do some-
thing for his constituency. He is on
the right track and will become an
important legislator in Kashmir,”
Rather said.

Recalling his association with
Atiga Bano during his tenure as a
minister, Rather said she would

approach him over public issues
and rarely for personal matters.
“She never came for her personal
matters. She used to come for the
people,” he said.

The Speaker said the collection
and assets preserved at Meeras
Mahal carried immense histori-
cal and cultural significance. He
expressed confidence that the
institution would develop into a
major museum and play animpor-
tant role in preserving Kashmir’s
heritage.

“Timewillcomewhenitwillbecome
animportant museum. Itis progressing
andisonits way,” Rather said.

134 kg banned plastic recovered in
Ladakh, Rs 76,500 collected in fines

RAJA SYED RATHER

SRINAGAR: The Ladakh
Pollution Control Commit-
tee (LPCC) has apprised
the National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) that authorities
have recovered around 134
kg of banned single-use
plastic and collected fines
amounting to approxi-
mately Rs 76,500 during
enforcement drives across
the Union Territory.

The committee made the
submission in an affidavit
filed before the Principal
Bench of the NGT, New
Delhi, in connection with
Original Application No.
993/2024, pertaining to
a Times of India report
published on July 30, 2024,
titled "Package: Where has
the Plastic Waste Disap-
peared". The affidavit was
submitted on behalf of the
Union Territory of Ladakh
on September 19, 2026.

The Ladakh adminis-
tration has outlined the
enforcement mechanism
being used to prevent the
use of prohibited single-

use plastic (SUP) items.
According to the affidavit,
action is being carried out
through a UT-level Special
Task Force, district-level
task forces and designated
enforcement teams.

The teams have carried
out inspections at restau-
rants, shops and other
establishments, besides
keeping a special focus on
locations vulnerable to the
use or disposal of banned
plastic items. Enforcement
and awareness drives were
also stepped up in tourist
destinations and areas
witnessing heavy public
movement.

The Ladakh Police
has also been involved,
with personnel directed
to inspect vehicles enter-
ing Ladakh through entry
points from Manali and
Srinagar and check for
banned single-use plastic
items. Plastic items seized
during such checks were
disposed of through the
prescribed procedure.

On the collection of
plastic waste, the LPCC

said waste generated
across the UT is being col-
lected by the concerned
Urban Local Bodies and
other designated agencies
under the existing munici-
pal solid-waste manage-
ment system. The collected
material is thereafter seg-
regated and transported
for further processing in
accordance with the Plas-
tic Waste Management
Rules, 2016, along with
subsequent amendments.

The affidavit outlines
that recyclable plastic
waste is taken to Material
Recovery Facilities (MRF's),
where initial segregation is
carried out largely with the
help of trommel machines,
followed by additional sort-
ing and processing. After
segregation, the recyclable
material is transferred to
authorised recycling agen-
cies.

The administration
stated that the Ladakh
Recycling Solutions facility
has an installed process-
ing capacity of around 12
tonnes per day (TPD) .

Man killed, twoinjured as tractor falls into gorge in Kupwara

KNO CORRESPONDENT

KUPWARA: A man was
killed and two others injured
after a tractor they were trav-
ellingin fell into a deep gorge
at Manchatter Kralpora in
Kupwara district on Monday,
officials said. An official said
that the tractor, travelling
from Manchatter Kralpora,

fell into a deep gorge, leaving
three persons injured.

He said the injured were
shifted to SDH Kralpora
for treatment, from where
one of them was referred to
GMC Handwara, where he
was declared dead on arrival.
The deceased was later iden-
tified as Tahir Ahmad Dar,
son of Abdul Ahad Dar, resi-

dent of Kralpora, while the
injured were identified as Gh
Qadir Ganie, son of Moham-
mad Sidiq Ganie, resident of
Manchatter and Gh Qadir
Ganie, son of Abdul Rahim
Ganie, resident of Manchat-
ter. Meanwhile, police have
taken up an investigation to
ascertain the details leading
to the accident—(KNO)

J&K Private Universities rules await competent authority nod: HED Secretary
Says UT moving towards job-oriented education, 1.54 lakh students pursuing skill courses

WARIS FAYAZ

SOPORE: Commissioner
Secretary Higher Educa-
tion Department J&K, Ram
Niwas Sharma, on Monday
said that rules governing
establishment of private
universities in Jammu
and Kashmir are awaiting

+CM

approval from the compe-
tent authority.

Talking to reporters
here in North Kashmir,
Sharma, said, “The Jammu
and Kashmir Legisla-
tive Assembly passed the
relevant Act in April this
year. These rules have been
submitted for approval and

K&

are likely to be finalized
any time. We are awaiting
approval from the compe-
tent authority.”

Sharma said: “The
moment we have the rules
in place, I expect invest-
ment not only from the
country but across inter-
national boundaries, and

people will come and have
private universities in
Jammu and Kashmir.”

On making education
more job oriented, Sharma
said the government was
moving rapidly towards
skill-based education. "It's
the need of the hour. We
are moving very fast in that

direction and it is the need
of the time,” he said.

The HED Secretary said:
“As on date, we have 1,54000
students who are attending
different skill courses across
J&K, and most of the uni-
versity and college courses
do have skill courses in their
curriculum."—(KNO)
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EDITORIAL ————

When Water Itself
Becomes A Crisis
water can no longer be taken for granted.

I( The irony is painful: a land historically

identified with an abundance of water is now witness-
ing repeated shortages in its towns and villages.

The alarm bells were sounded decades ago. Shrink-
ing water bodies, unchecked construction, pollution,
encroachments, disappearing springs and poor man-
agement were all visible warnings. Yet, those entrust-
ed with planning and governance largely failed to act
with the urgency the situation demanded. What was
once a warning has now become a daily reality.

The water shortage in Srinagar areas, where resi-
dents have reportedly been without regular drinking
water for nearly a week, is not merely a neighbour-
hood inconvenience. It is a reflection of a much larger
systemic failure. Families are being forced to make
alternative arrangements for something as basic as
drinking water, while the concerned department is
expected to explain why a regular supply has been
disrupted and when it will be restored.

Even more troubling is the recurring pattern of water-
supply disruptions. Pipelines mysteriously burst, sup-
plies are interrupted and extreme weather events,
including cloudbursts, expose the fragility of the exist-
ing system. Every disruption is treated as an isolated
incident, while the larger question remains unanswered:
why does a modern region continue to depend on such
avulnerable and poorly resilient water-supply network?
The world has moved towards smart water management,
leak detection, modern distribution systems, conserva-
tion and climate-resilient infrastructure. In Kashmir,
however, people are still compelled to wait for tankers,
search for alternative sources or plead with authorities
for restoration of a basic public service.

This is no longer a matter that can be addressed
through temporary repairs and assurances. Kashmir's
water crisis requires a comprehensive policy—pro-
tection of water bodies, revival of springs, scientific
assessment of groundwater, replacement of ageing
pipelines, prevention of wastage and encroachment,
and infrastructure capable of withstanding increas-
ingly unpredictable weather.

The government must also stop reacting only after
complaints emerge. Water security has to be planned,
monitored and protected before a crisis reaches peo-
ple's doorsteps. Srinagar deserves immediate relief,
but the lesson must go far beyond one locality. If
a water-rich Kashmir is unable to guarantee regu-
lar drinking water to its people, the failure is not of
nature alone, it is a failure of foresight. And the time
for foresight is rapidly running out.

ashmir, once known for its countless
springs, lakes, streams and rivers, is slowly
reaching a point where even drinking
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Sixtieth Anniversary, And An Unfinished Promise

DR. MD NAWAZ SARIF

Sixty years after the world
first put teachers’ status

in writing, the shortfall

is measured in the tens of
millions, and India’s own
numbers show why applause
alone will not close the gap.

th October marks World Teachers’
Day, and this year, a milestone. It
is sixty years since the 1966 ILO-
UNESCO Recommendation on the
Status of Teachers first set down,
in writing, what most societies already
claimed to believe: that the person standing
in front of a classroom deserves security, a
living wage, and a voice in how education is
run. UNESCO’s theme for the anniversary,
“Standing with Teachers", is framed as a
celebration. Read against the data released
alongside it, it reads more like a warning.
That warning has a number attached to
it. UNESCO’s first-ever Global Report on
Teachers, published this year, estimates that
the world needs 44 million more primary
and secondary teachers by 2030 just to meet
existing enrolment targets: roughly 24
million at the primary level and 20 million
at the secondary. Sub-Saharan Africa
alone accounts for 15 million of that gap;
South Asia, several million more. Teacher
attrition worldwide has roughly doubled
since 2015. This is not confined to poorer
nations with thin budgets. School principals
across wealthy OECD countries routinely
report that a shortage of staff is holding
back instruction, even in systems that spend
many times what India does per pupil. The
common thread is not a lack of people
willing to teach. It is a lack of reasons to stay.
India’s own numbers tell a similar story of
averages concealing gaps. UDISE+ data for
2024-25 shows over a crore teachers across
nearly 14.7 lakh schools teaching close to 24.7
crore children, one of the largest teaching
workforces on earth. The national pupil-
teacher ratio has improved and now sits close
to the National Education Policy’s benchmark
of 30:1. But states and union territories
together reported roughly 3.51akh sanctioned
teaching posts lying vacant last year, nearly

three lakh of them at the elementary level.
Uttar Pradesh alone accounts for well over
half that number. Vacancies at the secondary
and higher-secondary level, where subject
specialists in science, mathematics and
languages are hardest to find, nearly doubled
in a single year even as elementary numbers
improved. Kerala, Odisha and Nagaland
report their posts fully filled; the burden for
the rest of the country falls disproportionately
on a handful of large, populous states. A
healthy national average is not the same thing
as a healthy system.

Much of that gap is quietly filled by a
workforce the system depends on but does
not fully own. Nearly a quarter of government
school teachers nationally, and in states such
as Jharkhand close to half, are contractual or
“para” teachers hired at a fraction of a regular
salary, often around Rs 8,000 to 11,000 a month
against Rs 40,000 or more for a permanent
colleague doing identical work. The Supreme
Court itself confronted this in February
this year, ruling on a plea from part-time
instructors in Uttar Pradesh’s junior high
schools, and held that paying teachers a fixed
honorarium below minimum wage amounts
to “begar,” or forced labour, barred under
Article 23 of the Constitution. It is a significant
judgement, but it also states plainly what a
functioning policy should never have allowed
tohappen in the first place: that the state itself
has been the largest violator of fair pay in the
very profession it asks to build the nation’s
human capital.

The state itself has been the largest
violator of fair pay in the very profession
it asks to build the nation’s human capital.

Money explains a good part of why the
gap persists. The Kothari Commission
recommended, in 1966, that India spend 6 per cent
of GDP on education; the National Education
Policy of 2020 reaffirmed the same figure. Six
decades on, public expenditure on education has
hovered between roughly 4 and 4.6 per cent of
GDP, by the widest available measure, and closer
t02.7t0 2.9 per cent by the narrower one Indian
budgets use for themselves. Every recruitment
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8,000 to 11,000 a month
against Rs 40,000 or
more for a permanent
colleague doing
identical work.

freeze, every contractual appointment in place
of a permanent one, traces back to that unmet
arithmetic.

If India wants its ablest young people to
choose teaching rather than fall back on it, the
profession has to offer more than reverence
in speeches. Finland builds its teaching
workforce on exactly this logic: a master’s-
level qualification is mandatory, pedagogical
trainingis rigorous, and in exchange teachers
are given real classroom autonomy and treated
as trusted professionals, not compliance
officers. Singapore goes further at the point
of entry, screening candidates through
academic review, structured interviews and,
in some tracks, a probationary period that
tests communication and judgment as much
as subject knowledge. Both systems share
a premise India has been slower to act on:
raising the status of teaching and raising the

bar for entering it are the same project, not
two competing ones.

Selection, in fact, may be the more
urgent half of that project, because when
it breaks down, it breaks public trust in
the profession itself. West Bengal’s own
recruitment process is the cautionary
tale here. The Calcutta High Court found
systemic manipulation, tampered answer
sheets, rank-jumping, appointments issued
beyond sanctioned posts, in the 2016 hiring
of over 25,000 teaching and non-teaching
staff. The Supreme Court, calling the process
“vitiated and tainted beyond resolution,”
ordered it scrapped and a fresh recruitment
held; that fresh process has itself run past
its original deadline. Whatever the eventual
outcome, the episode has left a generation
of aspirants unsure whether merit or
manipulation decides who gets to teach,
and left classrooms staffed, for years, under
a legal cloud. No amount of ceremonial
respect repairs that kind of damage. Only a
recruitment process nobody has to sue their
way through does.

Greater recognition, if India is serious
aboutit, has to come with greater expectation
of the role itself. A teacher today is not
competing with a textbook for relevance;
she is competing with a smartphone,
and increasingly with AI, both of which
already deliver information faster than any
classroom can. What neither can do is teach
a child to question what they’re told, to sit
with a wrong answer long enough to learn
from it, or to treat a classmate’s failure with
patience rather than contempt. The National
Education Policy calls teachers “the heart
of the learning process” and asks schools
to cultivate character alongside curriculum.
That ambition is not yet matched by pay
scales, training pipelines, funding, or
protection from the administrative duties
that eat into instructional time, nor, in states
like West Bengal, by a recruitment process
the public can simply trust.

India is not merely trying to educate its
children; it is trying to become, by 2047, a
developed and globally competitive nation,
an ambition that rests as much on the quality
of its people as on its infrastructure or its
capital. That human capital is built nowhere
else but in the classroom, by teachers who
are recruited fairly, paid on time, trained
properly, and then left alone to do the job.
Standing with teachers, sixty years after
the promise was first written down, cannot
mean applause once a year. It has to mean
standing behind them: with pay, with filled
posts, and with a selection process worthy
of the trust every classroom asks a child to
place in the person at its front.

Author is Assistant Professor, School of
Education, Adamas University, Kolkata.
He can be mailed at nawazl.sarif@
adamasuniversity.ac.in

Privacy In The Digital Age: Rights And Growing Challenges

DR. SATYAVAN SAURABH

oday, a person's digital
identity has become
as important as their
physical existence.
What we search for,
where we go, what we buy, who
we communicate with, and what
topics we are interested in—all
of these leave a digital trail. The
question then is not only who has
our information, but also how
much control we have over it. In
this context, the issue of privacy
in the digital age has emerged as a
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Data Privacy in
the Digital Age

are lawful, necessary, and
proportionate, and that their
abuse is effectively monitored and
remedied.

India has taken significant
steps in this direction through the
Digital Personal Data Protection
Act, 2023. What is needed now is
effective implementation, robust
institutional oversight, and a simple
grievance redressal mechanism for
citizens. Furthermore, "privacy by
design" should be integrated into the
technology architecture of digital
governance and the private sector.
This means embracing principles
such as data minimization, secure
storage, encryption, and limited
data collection from the outset,
rather than adding privacy
protections after a technology is
built.

The accountability of digital
platforms should also be

serious constitutional and social
challenge concerning individual
freedom, dignity, and autonomy.

Privacy is an individual's right
to control others' access to their
personal information, identity,
and private life. This right gained
historical significance in India
when the Supreme Court, in K.
S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India
(2017), recognized privacy as a
fundamental right protected
by the Constitution. The Court
linked privacy to life and personal
liberty, dignity, and autonomy. It
also clarified that any intrusion
on privacy must comply with
constitutional standards such
as law, legitimate purpose, and
proportionality. The proliferation
of digital technology has
broadened both the scope and
challenges of this right.

First, the state's growing
surveillance capabilities pose
a significant challenge to
privacy. Technologies such as
facial recognition, biometric
identification, location tracking,
and digital communication
analysis can be useful in crime
control and national security.
However, without adequate
legal limits and independent

oversight, these same technologies
can become a means of mass
surveillance. Striking a balance
between security and privacy is
therefore a crucial responsibility
of democratic governance.

On the other hand, the massive
collection of personal data by
private digital companies is also a
matter of concern. Social media,
e-commerce, search engines, and
mobile applications collect vast
amounts of data about our behavior.
By combining this information
from different sources, detailed
behavioral profiles of individuals
can be created. This makes it
possible to personalize services,
but this process also creates the
potential to influence consumer
preferences, behavior, and
decisions. Thus, data becomes not
just information but a source of
economic and social power.

Privacy threats aren't limited
to large-scale data collection.
Incidents like doxing involve the
disclosure of a person's address,
phone number, photo, or other
personal information without
their permission. This can lead to
online harassment, threats, and
physical safety threats. Similarly,
deepfake technology has added
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a new dimension to identity
and reputation abuse. Artificial
intelligence can be used to create
content that appears authentic,
using a person's face or voice.
This can impact privacy as well as
a person's dignity and reputation.

Additionally, data breaches
and cyberattacks pose a serious
threat to citizens' privacy. Theft
of financial information, health
records, identity documents,
and other sensitive information
can lead to identity theft,
financial fraud, and blackmail.
Compounding the problem is
algorithmic profiling. When
automated systems make decisions
about people based on personal
data, inaccurate or biased data
can lead to discriminatory
outcomes. If such decision-making
processes are not transparent, it
becomes difficult for individuals to
understand or challenge decisions
made against them.

Another characteristic of the
digital economy is that data is
no longer confined to a single
entity. Governments, private
companies, advertising agencies,
app developers, cloud service
providers, and technology
vendors may be involved in

various processes related to an
individual's data. As a result, it
becomes difficult to trace the full
chain of data flow and establish
responsibility. Cross-border data
flows further exacerbate this
problem, as a citizen's information
may be collected in one country
and stored or processed in another.

One of the biggest practical
difficulties in protecting privacy
is "consent fatigue." Users click
"T Agree" without reading long
and complex privacy policies. In
this situation, consent becomes
a legal formality but no longer a
truly informed choice. Another
challenge is that technological
innovation often moves faster than
regulation. Artificial intelligence,
the Internet of Things, and
new data-analysis techniques
can create risks that were not
anticipated when existing laws
were created.

However, protecting privacy
does not mean completely
restricting state security needs
or technological innovation. In
some circumstances, access to
information may be necessary
to combat crime, terrorism, and
national security. The challenge
is to ensure that such powers
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increased. There should be a quick
and accessible mechanism for
complaints of doxing, deepfakes,
and identity misuse. Citizens also
need to be educated through digital
literacy about how to protect their
personal information. Measures
such as strong passwords, multi-
factor authentication, proper use
of privacy settings, and caution
against suspicious links can
strengthen personal security.

Ultimately, in the digital age,
viewing privacy solely as a matter
of data protection is insufficient.
It is a question of protecting
individual dignity, freedom,
identity, and the right to self-
determination. Just as freedom of
expression is essential for citizens
in a democracy, control over their
data is also essential in a digital
democracy. Therefore, India
must develop a digital system
where technology is a tool of
power, not control; data is a tool
of development, not exploitation;
and citizens' freedom and privacy
are equally protected along with
security.

(Dr. Satyawan Saurabh, PhD

(Political Science), is a poet and
social thinker.)
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B Wildlife Week

Our Changin

SHOIAB MOHMMAD BHAT

1dlife has always been an

important part of our sur-

roundings. Forests, rivers,

wetlands, mountains, and

grasslands are home to many

species of animals, birds, insects, and plants.

Each of them has a role in nature. When one

part of this system is disturbed, other parts

can also be affected. Wildlife Week, observed

in India from October 2 to October 8, gives us

a chance to think about our relationship with

nature. It is a time to understand why wildlife

matters, how human activities are affecting

natural habitats and what we can do to use
natural resources more carefully.

Why Wildlife Is Important

Itisnot just the animals found in the woods
or in reserves. Birds assist in seed dispersal,
insects help in the process of pollination, and
various kinds of animals are linked together
in terms of their food chain interactions. Addi-
tionally, forests and wetlands also provide us
with clean water, fertile soil, and many other
ecological processes.

Each and every species plays its role in this
complex ecosystem. If some particular species
becomes endangered or extinct in a particular
area, the consequences of this extinction may
affect other species as well. Therefore, protecting
wildlife involves protection of habitats as well.

Understanding Food Chains and Food
Webs

One simple way to understand the impor-
tance of wildlife is through a food chain. Plants
are eaten by herbivores, and herbivores may

become food for carnivores. In this way, energy
moves from one living organism to another.

On the other hand, it is not as simple as one
food chain. There are several food chains inter-
connected, forming a food web. For example, in
the forest, there can be a case where the plants
feed insects, insects feed birds, and the birds,
along with other small animals, serve as prey for
large animals. Moreover, there are cases where
several species feed on the same food sources.

This interdependence explains why some-
times the death of one species affects other spe-
cies. When the number of predators decreases,
the number of prey increases, which results in
increased burden on the flora. When there is a
decrease in the number of pollinating insects,
plants depending on them suffer too.

Food chains and food webs remind us that
wildlife cannot be looked at separately. The
health of one speciesis often connected to the
health of the wider ecosystem.

A Growing Population and Growing
Pressure

Our relationship with nature has changed
considerably over time. In the past, many
communities lived with fewer buildings, less
infrastructure and comparatively lower con-
sumption of natural resources. Open spaces,
fields, forests and water bodies were more
closely connected to everyday life.

Today, populations are growing, and our
needs are also changing. We need more houses,
roads, schools, hospitals, markets, industries,
electricity and water. As demand increases,
more land and natural resources are required.

Such developments pose challenges to
wildlife. Natural environments can be trans-
formed for purposes of development or any
other activity, leading to habitat fragmenta-
tion for certain species. Roads and human
settlements can fragment habitats, making it
difficult for some species to access food, water
or shelter by restricting mobility within the
environment.

It is also reflected in the increased demand
for water, timber, soil and any other resource.
Increased demand leads to greater generation of
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waste and pollution when poorly managed. Such
trends have impacts both on wildlife and people.

While population growth alone is not
the cause of environmental pressure, there
are other elements that play a critical role.
These include the management of resources,
patterns of development, and consumption
choices. This brings the need for responsible
development into perspective.

Development and Conservation Together

Development is essential in society, partic-
ularly when there is an increase in the number
of people. Development should provide good
housing, transportation, education, medical
care, and work opportunities. Environmental
considerations have to be taken into account
during development.

Well-planned development will help
minimize environmental damage to forests,
wetlands, and other natural ecosystems. It is
essential to conserve fragile environments;
proper use of land, minimal waste production,
and water conservation are essential.

The aim should be to find a practical bal-
ance between human needs and the capacity of
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nature. Development and conservation do not
have to be viewed as completely separate goals.

The Need for Sustainable Use

These resources cannot be taken for grant-
ed; hence, sustainable use entails utilizing
these resources responsibly to ensure their
existence in the future.

Thisis true for forest reserves, water resources,
land, and other resources. Responsible tourism
enables individuals to enjoy natural resources in
amanner that does not cause too much harm to
these resources. On the same note, proper utiliza-
tion of water and efficient waste disposal would
reduce environmental strain.

It is important to consider the needs of
future generations; therefore, the use of
resources without considering their sustain-
ability will leave future generations with lim-
ited options.

Protecting Wildlife Habitats

Wildlife needs suitable places to survive.
Forests provide shelter and food for many
species, while wetlands support birds, fish,
insects and other forms of life. Grasslands and
mountains also have their own ecosystems.

¢ Relationship With Nature

Protecting these habitats benefits people
as well. Forests help protect soil and water
sources, while wetlands can help regulate
water and support biodiversity.

Habitat protection should therefore be seen
as part of protecting our own environment
and future.

Communities and Young People
Have a Role

Wildlife conservation cannot depend on one
department or organisation alone. Local com-
munities, government agencies, conservation
groups, schools and individuals all have a role.
People living close to natural areas often have
a close understanding of their surroundings.
Their participation can be useful in protecting
local habitats and reducing harmful practices.

The contributions can even be made by
youngsters in an easy manner. Being aware of
the local flora and fauna, maintaining clean-
liness of the environment, not indulging in
any activity that could hurt living beings, and
giving correct information will all contribute
towards creating awareness.

A Responsibility We Share

Wildlife Week should not remain limited toone
week of the year. It can be a reminder to look at
our everyday choices and their impact on nature.

As the population grows and our needs
increase, the pressure on land, water and
other natural resources will also require
greater attention. We cannot stop develop-
ment, nor can we ignore the needs of people.
What we can do is make more responsible
choices about how resources are used and how
development is planned.

The connection existsamong animals, the food
chain, forests, rivers, and people. The conservation
of this connection is crucial for the ecological bal-
ance as well as the future of mankind.

Responsibility toward nature is not incum-
bent on any one specific generation. The
resources that we preserve and utilize today are
the ones that our children will live in tomorrow.

Author is researcher. He can be mailed at
shoiabhat2018@gmail.com

M Century-Old Error

Why J&K's Land Records Need More Than Just Digitisation

Discrepancies Between The Massavi And The Record Of Rights In Levdora Raise A Larger Question About The Need
For A Systematic Review Of Century-Old Land Settlements.

MOHD AMIN MIR

and records are the foundation of
ownership, agricultural adminis-
tration and public confidence in
the Revenue Department. A small
discrepancy in a revenue entry
may appear insignificant on paper, but when
it concerns the actual area of a field, it can
become a serious problem for landowners,
their successors and revenue officials.

During my service as Patwari of village
Levdora, Tehsil Qazigund, District Anant-
nag, for two years approximately a decade
ago, I came across a problem that deserves
wider attention. My experience in the vil-
lage revealed discrepancies between the
areas recorded in the Record of Rights (RoR)
and those indicated by the village Massavi
and the original settlement map.

One example was Survey No. 10. Its area
was recorded as 8 kanals and 11 marlas in
the revenue record. However, measurement
on the spot, with reference to the village
Massavi, indicated an area of only 7 kanals
and 5 marlas. The difference was 1 kanal
and 6 marlas. Similar discrepancies were
observed in Survey Nos. 32, 64, 186 and sev-
eral other fields. These observations raised
afundamental question: could some of these
discrepancies have originated during the
original settlement operations conducted
approximately a century ago?

This was my professional observation
during my tenure in the village. It calls for
verification through the original settlement
documents and a properly conducted techni-
cal survey before any conclusion is drawn
about the cause or the correction required.

The Massavi is not merely an old piece of
paper. It is the original field-measurement
map prepared during settlement operations.
The Record of Rights, commonly associated
with the Misal Hagiat, contains important
information about landholders, their rights
and interests, and the fields forming part
of their holdings. The Jammu and Kash-
mir Government's own explanatory mate-
rial recognises the Massavi as the original
settlement map and the Misal Hagiat as the
record prepared at settlement or its revi-
sion.

These documents serve different but
interconnected purposes. The map rep-
resents the spatial arrangement of fields,
while the record documents the rights and
particulars associated with them. When

the area entered in the RoR differs from

the area established by a reliable survey
of the corresponding field boundaries, the
discrepancy cannot simply be ignored. Nor
can it automatically be assumed that the
figure in either document is correct in every
respect. The original measurement sheets,
field book, settlement record, village map,
subsequent mutations and present ground
position may all need examination.

The first task, therefore, is to establish
the nature of the discrepancy. Is it a cleri-
cal or arithmetic mistake? Was the area
incorrectly calculated during the original
settlement? Has a field boundary changed
over time? Is there an issue involving a sub-
divided field, a Min or Bata number, or a
map that no longer corresponds accurately
with the ground? Each possibility requires
a different approach.

Levdora's settlement dates back approxi-
mately one hundred years. The passage of
such a long period makes the issue particu-
larly important.

Over generations, land has passed
through inheritance, partition, sale, acqui-
sition and other forms of transfer. Revenue
entries have been updated, while old maps
and measurement records have continued to
serve as the basis for identifying fields. If an
error entered the record during the original
settlement, subsequent updates may have
carried that error forward without resolv-
ing its underlying cause.

Digitisation can make these entries
easier to access, search and preserve. But
digitisation alone cannot establish whether
an inherited area figure accurately corre-
sponds with the physical field. If an incor-
rect figure is transferred from an old record
into a digital database, the discrepancy may
simply acquire a digital form. This is why
the modernisation of land records must be
accompanied by a mechanism for examining

and resolving genuine historical discrepan-
cies.

The legal question: what is the remedy?

The Jammu and Kashmir Land Revenue
Act, 1996, provides the legal framework for
the preparation and maintenance of records
of rights, annual records and related rev-
enue matters. However, the appropriate
remedy depends on the nature of the error,
the documents available and whether any
person's recorded rights or interests would
be affected.

Section 31 of the Act provides a presump-
tion in favour of entries in records of rights
and annual records prepared in accordance
with law, until the contrary is proved. Sec-
tion 32 provides a mechanism for a person
aggrieved by an entry to seek correction
before the Collector (Deputy Commis-
sioner), subject to the applicable statutory
requirements and limitation provisions.
These provisions are important, but a dis-
tinction must be maintained between an
individual dispute over an entry and a pos-
sible technical discrepancy affecting several
fields in an entire village.

Where a straightforward clerical or
arithmetical mistake is established, the
competent authority should examine wheth-
er it can be corrected through the applicable
legal procedure. Where the discrepancy
concerns the original measurement, field
boundaries or the relationship between
the Massavi and the RoR, a more detailed
inquiry may be necessary.

The relevant provisions should be applied
only after examining the facts of each case.
An area discrepancy, by itself, does not
authorise an official to alter a record with-
out following the prescribed procedure and
protecting the rights of affected parties.

What should the Revenue Department
do? The issue calls for a systematic, trans-
parent and technically sound response. The
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following measures deserve consideration
by the Financial Commissioner (Revenue),
the concerned Deputy Commissioner and
the Survey and Land Records authori-
ties. First, conduct a preliminary village-
level assessment. The original Massavi,
Misal Hagiat, available field-measurement
records, Jamabandi and subsequent muta-
tions should be examined together. Survey
numbers where the recorded area appears
inconsistent with the map should be identi-
fied and documented.

Second, undertake a technical verifica-
tion of the affected fields. Qualified survey
personnel should examine the original map,
reference points, field boundaries and avail-
able measurement records. Where neces-
sary, fresh measurements should be con-
ducted in accordance with the applicable
rules. A discrepancy should be confirmed
only after the relevant evidence has been
assessed.

Third, provide notice and an opportunity
to affected landholders. Where a proposed
correction could affect ownership shares,
possession or the rights of adjoining land-
holders, the persons concerned must be
heard. A transparent process will help pre-
vent a technical correction from becoming
a fresh land dispute.

Fourth, classify the discrepancies. Cleri-
cal mistakes, arithmetic errors, map-related
inconsistencies, disputed boundaries and
substantive questions of ownership should
not be placed in one category. Each requires
the appropriate authority and procedure
under the applicable law.

Fifth, establish a time-bound mechanism
for genuine cases. A designated team of
revenue and survey officials could exam-
ine the verified cases, record its findings
and recommend action to the competent
authority. The objective should be to resolve
genuine discrepancies without subjecting
citizens to unnecessary rounds of Tehsil
offices. Finally, preserve the original evi-
dence. Any approved correction should be
properly documented and reflected in the
relevant records and digital system, with an
audit trail showing the basis of the change.
The original settlement documents must
remain preserved for future reference.

My experience in Levdora was not a
comprehensive survey of the entire village,
much less of every village in Jammu and
Kashmir. Nevertheless, it raises a question
worth examining: are similar discrepancies
present in other villages whose settlement
records are many decades old? The answer
should come from evidence, not assump-
tions. The Revenue Department could con-
sider a pilot assessment in selected villages
where discrepancies have been reported.
The findings would help establish whether
the problem is isolated or whether a broader
technical review is warranted.

Such an exercise would also help distin-

guish errors in recorded area from disputes
over possession or title. These are not inter-
changeable matters, and treating them as
such could create further complications
for landowners and officials. For an ordi-
nary landholder, the area recorded in the
Jamabandi is not an abstract figure. It can
influence a land transaction, inheritance
proceedings, a partition, a mortgage or the
resolution of a boundary dispute.

When a citizen discovers that the record-
ed area does not correspond with the field
as measured on the basis of the settlement
map, the natural question is: where should
the correction be sought, and what evidence
will be accepted? The administration must
provide a clear answer. Citizens should not
be left moving from one office to another
merely because the discrepancy originated
in an old settlement record that they had
no role in preparing. At the same time, the
solution cannot be to change recorded areas
indiscriminately. Revenue records carry
legal significance, and a correction affect-
ing rights must be supported by evidence
and made by the competent authority under
the prescribed procedure.

The case of Survey No. 10 in Levdora,
along with the discrepancies I observed in
Survey Nos. 32, 64 and 186, deserves exami-
nation through the original settlement
records and a technically verified process.
I therefore appeal to the Financial Com-
missioner (Revenue), the Deputy Commis-
sioner Anantnag and the concerned Survey
and Land Records authorities to consider
a preliminary inquiry into the matter and
clarify the procedure for resolving such
discrepancies.

If the examination establishes that the
problem originated in the old settlement, the
department should determine the legally
permissible way to correct the affected
records. If the discrepancy arises from some
other cause, the appropriate remedy should
follow the evidence.

A century-old settlement should not
become a permanent obstacle to accurate
land administration. Modern technology
can preserve and display revenue records,
but their reliability ultimately depends on
the accuracy of the underlying information.
The larger question is not simply how many
records have been digitised. It is whether
those records faithfully reflect the land they
describe—and whether a citizen has a fair,
accessible and legally sound remedy when
they do not. That is a question the Revenue
Department should examine, not only for
Levdora, but wherever similar discrepan-
cies can be established.

Mohd Amin Mir is a columnist and legal
affairs writer who focuses on governance,
land reforms, and institutional account-
ability in Jammu & Kashmir. He can be
mailed at miramin354@gmail.com
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DLSA Conducts Legal Awareness

Programmes At Various Institutions

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The District
Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) Srinagar, under the
guidance of Naseer Ahmad
Dar, Chairman District Legal
Services Authority (Pr. Dis-
trict & Sessions Judge), Sri-
nagar and overall supervision
of the Secretary DLSA Sri-
nagar, conducted a series of
legal awareness programmes
at various educational insti-
tutions and Legal Aid Clinics
through the PLVs deputed
there.

An awareness programme
was conducted at Bilaliya
School by the PLV deputed

at the Legal Literacy Club,
wherein students were sensi-
tized about the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offenc-
es (POCSO) Act, 2012. The
students were made aware
of the safeguards available to
children against sexual abuse
and exploitation, besides the
importance of reporting
offences and seeking timely
legal assistance.

At the Zoology Depart-
ment, University of Kashmir,
an awareness programme
was organized by the PLVs
deputed at the Legal Aid
Clinic, at Law Department, on
various NALSA schemes. The
participants were informed

about the objectives and ben-
efits of different legal servic-
es schemes and the avenues
available for persons seeking
legal assistance.

An awareness programme
was also conducted at Gov-
ernment Higher Second-
ary School, Kothibagh, by
the deputed PLVs on Free
Legal Aid and Social Welfare
Schemes. The students were
apprised of their legal rights,
eligibility for free legal ser-
vices and various welfare
measures available through
Government departments.

Further, at Kashmir Law
College, an awareness pro-
gramme regarding the func-
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tions and role of Legal Aid
Clinics and Legal Literacy
Clubs, along with the impor-
tance and availability of Free
Legal Aid Services was con-
ducted. The students were
encouraged to utilize legal
aid mechanisms and partici-
pateinlegal literacy activities
for promoting awareness and
access to justice.

The programmes aimed
at strengthening legal liter-
acy among students and the
public and creating greater
awareness regarding their
legal rights, entitlements and
the services available through
the Legal Services Authori-
ties.
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ADC Jammu Reviews Arrangements
For Navratras, Ram Navami

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC) Jammu
Ansuya Jamwal Monday chaired
a meeting to review prepared-
ness for the Navratras, Ram
Navami and Dussehra festivals
in the district.

Arrangements at major shrines,
including Bahu Fort Temple, Kol
Kandoli Temple and Laxmi Nara-
yan Temple were reviewed in
detail. The arrangements planned
for the Dussehra venues at Parade
Ground, Sainik Colony, Channi
Himmat and Gandhi Nagar were
also reviewed.

The ADC directed Police and
Traffic Police to ensure foolproof

security, barricading, crowd man-
agement, traffic diversions and
designated parking. She asked
for Ram Leela permissions to be
processed expeditiously, subject to
safety norms.

The JMC was directed to ensure
thorough sanitation and regular
garbage lifting, deploy mobile toi-
lets and carry out fogging against
mosquitoes. Functional streetlights
and adequate night illumination
at temples, Ram Leela venues and
Dussehra grounds were stressed.
PDD and Jal Shakti were directed
to ensure regular power and water
supply.

The Health Department was
asked to deploy medical teams,
ambulances and first-aid facili-

ties at key locations.

Underlining the role of reli-
gious bodies, the ADC called
for their close cooperation with
the district administration in
ensuring safety, convenience
and facilitation of visitors. She
stressed that organisers of lan-
gars must strictly adhere to food
safety protocols.

The meeting was attended
by SDM South Manu Hansa;
SDM North Dr Deepak Kumar;
Assistant Commissioner Gen-
eral Sania Haq Khan; Addl SP
Traffic City Arvinder Singh;
SDPO City North Vikram Bhau;
officers of various departments
besides representatives of reli-
gious bodies.

CAG Flags MGNREGA

related to material procurement and wages within
prescribed timelines.

The CAG noted that as per conditions attached to
sanction orders issued by the Government of India,
the UT administration was required to transfer MGN-
REGA funds to the State Employment Guarantee Fund
(SEGF) within three to 15 days of receiving the funds.

Audit findings revealed that the release of funds by
the J&K Finance Department was delayed on several
occasions. During 2019-20 to 2023-24, the release of Rs
2,150.39 crore to the SEGF was delayed by periods rang-
ing from four to 122 days. The audit noted that these
delays could have attracted interest liability of Rs 44.18
crore, though records did not show that such interest
had been claimed.

The audit highlighted a large number of rejected
transactions under MGNREGS in J&K, with the major-
ity relating to wage payments to unskilled workers.

According to the findings, 3,16,178 transactions were
rejected between 2019-20 and 2023-24. Of these, 2,83,196
transactions (around 90 per cent) involved unskilled
workers' wages amounting to Rs 48.91 crore.

The audit attributed the rejections mainly to dor-
mant bank accounts, changes in bank accounts, dis-
crepancies in IFSC codes, incorrect bank account
details and failure to link beneficiaries' Aadhaar with
their accounts.

Of the 3,16,178 rejected transactions involving Rs
77.24 crore, only 2,67,321 transactions worth Rs 65.45
crore were regenerated. However, 40,349 transactions
involving Rs 8.26 crore were still pending at the bank
level as of March 2024, with no reasons recorded for

<= the delay.

The audit also assessed the implementation of one
of the key objectives of MGNREGS—providing up to
100 days of guaranteed wage employment annually to
rural households.

During 2019-20 to 2023-24, 37,82,594 households
demanded employment under the scheme, of which
34,99,449 households (93 per cent) were provided
employment.

However, the audit found that only 77,512 house-
holds, constituting about two per cent of those demand-
ing work, received the mandated 100 days of employ-
ment during the five-year period.

The audit observed that the non-payment of wages,
material costs and administrative charges due to reject-
ed transactions led to the accumulation of pending lia-
bilities. It further noted that vendors were also facing
difficulties, as payments due to them had accumulated
to several crores of rupees each year—(KNO)

Ai-Human

that reduced post-harvest losses. He urged the
young generation to draw inspiration from these
achievements while addressing contemporary chal-
lenges such as climate change, resource scarcity and
sustainable farming.

The Lieutenant Governor underscored the critical role
of women in agriculture, noting that nearly 64% to 76%
of the rural female workforce is engaged in farming and
allied activities, often without wages or land ownership.
He called for empowering women innovators and ensur-
ing their leadership in agricultural technology. He urged
institutions and private-sector stakeholders to support
women-led start-ups and create laboratories, fellowships
and incubation platforms that nurture young women
engineers from rural areas.

“Women-led start-ups in agricultural technology
should receive financing with the same confidence with
which any other start-up is provided the necessary
support and facilities.

We must ensure that our engineering colleges and
agricultural universities actively nurture them to
reach positions of technological leadership. Laborato-
ries, fellowships and incubation platforms should be
created where a young woman engineer or scientist
from a village in Kishtwar or Kupwara can see her
idea progress through a credible journey into a market-
ready product,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor stressed that artificial
intelligence and robotics must be developed with
affordability and accessibility at their core. He cau-
tioned that innovations should not remain confined to
large land-holding farmers but must reach small and
marginal farmers, who constitute nearly 86% of India’s
farming community. He advocated for tools that can
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operate on ordinary smartphones in low-bandwidth
villages and for collective ownership models through
Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs).

The Lieutenant Governor cited examples of drones,
IoT-based sensors, and machine-learning models that
are already transforming agriculture. He urged inno-
vators to focus on practical solutions that endure in
real fields under real conditions, rather than merely
impressing conference halls. He said success of tech-
nology must be measured by whether small farmers
genuinely benefit from these tools.

“I urge the Indian Society of Agricultural Engi-
neers, SKUAST-Kashmir, and every young engineer
and innovator to develop tools with affordability and
access at their core. Create instruments that work not
only on cloud infrastructure, but also on an ordinary
smartphone in a low-bandwidth village in Reasi.

Develop robotic instruments that can be leased
through Farmer Producer Organisations or collectively
owned by farming communities. I believe that this is
the true meaning of developing technology for Gen-Z
farming, technology that progresses alongside small
and marginal farmers,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor said Jammu Kashmir’s
Holistic Agriculture Development Programme (HADP)
is a replicable model for other states. He expressed
confidence that agricultural scientists and engineers
across India would learn from the UT's experience in
precision agriculture and sustainable resource man-
agement.

“Create technology that can endure in real fields,
under real monsoon conditions, and within the limited
budgets of real farmers. Do not measure your success
solely by patents or published research papers. Mea-
sure it by whether, five years later, a small farmer in
Anantnag, Amritsar or Akola is genuinely better off
because of your tools,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

On the occasion, the Lieutenant Governor also felici-
tated the recipients of ISAE awards.

Shri Javid Ahmad Dar, Minister for Agriculture
Production, Rural Development & Panchayati Raj,
Cooperative and Election; Dr. Ashish Chandra Verma,
Additional Chief Secretary, Agriculture Production;
Prof. Nazir Ahmad Ganai, Vice Chancellor, SKUAST
Kashmir; Dr SN Jha, President, ISAE; Prof. VP Singh,
Texas, A&M University; Dr PK Sahoo, Secretary Gener-
al, ISAE; Prof. Rohitashw Kumar, Convener, 60th ISAE
Convention; Dr Mudasir Ali, Organising Secretary of
the Convention; members of ISAE; researchers, aca-
demicians, technocrats, innovators, industry leaders,
faculty and students were present.

Weather set 1o

remained above normal at several places. Accord-
ing to the Meteorological Centre Srinagar, Srinagar
recorded a maximum of 31.2°C on Oct 4, while Qazi-
gund recorded 31.4°C and Kokernag 29.4°C. Pahalgam
recorded 25.8°C and Gulmarg 23.2°C.

The Meteorological Centre has also indicated a more
significant spell of rain and snowfall around Oct 8 to
11 under the influence of a Western Disturbance, with
the possibility of snowfall becoming more pronounced
over higher elevations. [KNT]

Statehood Delayed

Raina said Jammu and Kashmir had moved beyond
the era of Hurriyat calendar politics, with people now
focused on development, education and improving
their lives.

“People are now focused on their own develop-
ment. Students are attending universities, colleges
and schools, and normal life is moving ahead,” he said.

Raina also criticised the ruling National Confer-
ence, alleging that the party had failed to fulfil several
commitments made in its election manifesto—(KNO)

J&K Notifies

among utility service providers.

The policy also provides for digital asset mapping
and real-time fault detection through Smart IoT and
GIS-based systems, supported by the “Call Before You
Dig” platform. This will enable agencies and utility pro-
viders to identify underground infrastructure before
undertaking excavation, reducing the risk of damage
and service disruption.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said the policy would
help move J&K towards a more coordinated and future-
ready approach to urban infrastructure development.

The Common Duct Policy is aimed at preventing
repeated road cutting for laying and repairing utility
networks, thereby protecting public road infrastruc-
ture and reducing inconvenience to commuters.

The shared infrastructure model will also help opti-
mise operational and maintenance costs for utility
providers, enable faster fault detection and repairs
through dedicated inspection chambers, and reduce
the visual clutter caused by overhead utility networks.

The policy is expected to support planned urban
expansion, improve the resilience of utility infrastruc-
ture and facilitate the growth of digital connectivity
across Jammu and Kashmir.

CS Calls For

accident dashboards, review accident-prone loca-
tions and ensure prompt rectification of residual infra-
structure hazards.

Reviewing the key performance indicators, the Chief
Secretary was informed by the Secretary, Transport
Department, Avny Lavasa that concerted multi-depart-
mental interventions have resulted in a significant
decline in road fatalities revealing that against 1,090
fatalities recorded in 2024, the number has come down
to 756 up to mid-September 2026, indicating steady
progress towards the targets of restricting fatalities
to 600 or below by 2027 and 450 by 2030.

Moreover it was further divulged that the total
number of road accidents has also declined, with 4,222
accidents recorded during the current period against
the 2024 baseline of 5,808.

The meeting was further apprised that 367 black
spots have been identified by the Transport Com-
missioner, of which 165 have been audited by central
agencies and 68 hotspots have already been completely
rectified.

Similarly under the Road Safety Fund, a compre-
hensive audit of 1,433 roads has also been completed,
with K11.60 crore released to 15 districts for immediate
corrective interventions.

Emphasising the need to make roads safer for vul-
nerable road users, the meeting was informed that
Municipal Corporations have constructed 135.85 km
of footpaths and cycle tracks, including 39.58 km by
Jammu Municipal Corporation and 96 km by Srinagar
Municipal Corporation. As many as 398 encroachment
clearance drives have also been undertaken.

Giving special emphasis to the critical Golden
Hour in saving accident victims, the Chief Secretary
reviewed the findings of the first comprehensive UT-
wide audit of 15 Level-III Trauma Centres, comprising
eight in Jammu and seven in Kashmir.

The Health and Medical Education Department has
prepared a blueprint too for upgrading these centres,
including provision for additional manpower and
advanced medical equipment, aimed at strengthening
emergency response and trauma care facilities across
J&K.

The meeting was also informed that 906 road acci-
dent victims have so far availed cashless treatment
under the PM-RAHAT and Rah-Veer schemes.

The Transport Department has further issued neces-
sary orders, providing one-time token tax exemption
for the registration and operationalisation of state-
owned ambulances.

The meeting also reviewed the expanding use of
technology for traffic enforcement and road safety.
Enforcement agencies have issued 10.39 lakh e-challans
during the current year, marking a significant shift
towards technology-enabled enforcement and reducing
dependence on manual checks.

To extend technology-based traffic management to
rural areas, a DPR for Rural ITMS has been prepared,
covering 2,144 digital devices across 25 critical corri-
dors and 195 rural junctions.

The meeting was informed that four Traffic Control
Units are presently functional at Srinagar, Jammu,
Ramban and Udhampur, while 13 additional sites are
under revenue mutation for further expansion.

Reviewing capacity-building initiatives, the Chief
Secretary was informed that the infrastructure of
the Institute of Driver Training and Research (IDTR),
Kot Bhalwal, Jammu, has been completed. Addition-
ally under the government-approved partnership with
Maruti Suzuki India Limited (MSIL), the institute is
scheduled to commence operations from next month

with a 45-day commercial driving training curriculum
to be started there.

The meeting noted that around 116 % increase in
mass awareness campaigns, which have risen to 4,509
during 2026, underscoring the importance of sustained
public awareness alongside enforcement and engineer-
ing interventions.

The meeting was also apprised that in a significant
compliance measure, the Transport Commissioner has
engaged oil marketing companies for implementation
of the “No Helmet, No Fuel” directive for two-wheelers.

The Chief Secretary was informed that manual vehi-
cle fitness testing has been discontinued in key districts
with the introduction of Automated Testing Stations
(ATS) in Jammu and Samba. As many as 23 additional
applications from private investors are under process
for establishing such facilities.

Simultaneously, nine Consent Letters have been
issued through the National Single Window System
for setting up Registered Vehicle Scrapping Facilities
(RVSFs), paving the way for systematic removal of end-
of-life vehicles from J&K roads.

Concluding the Chief Secretary stressed the need for
moving beyond isolated interventions towards a data-
driven, coordinated and outcome-oriented road safety
framework, with the ultimate objective of developing
zero-casualty corridors across Jammu & Kashmir.

PM Modi Gifts

rich traditions of weaving and decorative crafts-
manship.
The Sadeli Box from Gujarat's Surat features intri-

cate geometric patterns created by precisely assem-mmm-¢

bling and layering contrasting materials, while the
Kutchi Shawl is a vibrant handwoven textile from
Kutch, distinguished by geometric motifs and sup-
plementary-weft weaving. Together, they celebrate
Gujarat’s artistic heritage and the skill and ingenuity
of its artisans.

Earlier in the day, President Parmelin arrived in
India on a three-day State Visit at the invitation of PM
Modi. This is President Parmelin's first State Visit to
India and his second visit to the country this year, as
he had earlier visited in February 2026 to participate
in the AI Impact Summit in New Delhi.

LG Prorogues

Section 18 of the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisa-
tion Act, 2019, do hereby prorogue the Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative Assembly,” reads the order.

‘Aadhaar Discrepancies

the international border, the official added.

The action comes amid an intensified exercise by the
J&K administration to identify and remove undocu-
mented foreign nationals from the Union Territory.

It also follows a field assessment by a Centre-appoint-
ed High-Level Committee on Demographic Changes,
which visited the Jammu region from August 10 to 12
as part of its examination of demographic changes and
illegal immigration.

During the visit, members of the committee inspect-
ed the Rohingya settlement at Karyani Talab in Narwal
and visited the Jagti Migrant Township to interact with
displaced Kashmiri Pandits.

The panel had also met J&K Chief Secretary Atal
Dulloo, DGP Nalin Prabhat and representatives of vari-
ous social and political groups to gather their views on
demographic changes in the region.

The committee is headed by retired Supreme Court
judge Justice Prakash Prabhakar Naolekar and was
constituted by the Ministry of Home Affairs following
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's announcement of a
high-powered demography mission.

The committee has been collecting demographic
information from states and Union Territories as part
of its broader assessment.

Its exercise in Jammu and Kashmir identified 504
Bangladeshi nationals in the Union Territory, includ-
ing 46 in the Jammu region and 458 in Kashmir, accord-
ing to officials.

The administration has also initiated action against
properties where undocumented families are alleged to
have been residing and issued notices to some private
landowners, officials said.

Another batch of Bangladeshi nationalsis expected to be
deported from J&K on October 7, they said—(KNO)
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Green India Mission Perspective
Plan for Kupwara approved

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: A meeting of
the District Steering Com-
mittee (DSC) for the Green
India Mission (GIM) was
held Monday at the Office
of the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Kupwara, under the
chairmanship of Deputy
Commissioner Kupwara,
Shrikant Suse, to deliber-
ate upon and approve the
GIM Perspective Plan for
District Kupwara for 2026-
27 to 2031-32.

At the outset, DFO
Kamraj made a detailed
presentation on the objec-
tives and components of
GIM, achievements under
the previous Perspective
Plan and proposed inter-
ventions for the new plan-
ning period. The Green
India Mission, one of the
eight Missions under the
National Action Plan on
Climate Change, adopts
a landscape-based and
participatory approach
aimed at enhancing forest
and tree cover, restor-
ing degraded landscapes,
strengthening ecosystem
services and improving
livelihoods of forest-depen-
dent communities.

It was informed that
under the previous Per-

spective Plan, 409.36 hect-
ares had been treated
against a target of 541.40
hectares, while 1,48,470
plants had been raised/
planted.

The meeting also took
note of livelihood initia-
tives under GIM, includ-
ing distribution of sewing
machines among women
SHGs, potter wheels to
local artisans, wood-carv-
ing tool Kkits to trained
youth and honey boxes
among members of the
tribal community.

The new Perspective
Plan envisages treatment
of 141.50 hectares during
2026-27 to 2031-32 with a
total financial outlay of
%424.53 lakh. Proposed
interventions include res-
toration of degraded open
forest ecosystems, reha-
bilitation of abandoned
mining and stone quarry
areas, urban and peri-
urban plantation, eco-res-
toration of wetlands, agro-
forestry and social forestry,
and alternative fuel and
livelihood support.

While deliberating upon
the Perspective Plan, the
Deputy Commissioner
stressed that GIM interven-
tions should be implement-
ed through convergence

with ongoing schemes of
the Agriculture, Rural
Development and other
allied departments. He also
called for greater focus on
urban greening and beau-
tification, particularly at
the entry of Kupwara town,
along with focused inter-
ventions for beautification
and eco-restoration of wet-
lands and water bodies.
Emphasising liveli-
hood enhancement, the
Deputy Commissioner
stressed greater support
for tribal and forest-
dependent communities
through value addition,
processing and market
linkages for locally avail-
able NTFPs and forest-
based products. In this
context, the Perspective
Plan provides for estab-
lishment of an NTFP
Processing Centre in
Kamraj Forest Division,
besides Training Centres
and Nursery Research
Centres in Kamraj and
Kehmil Forest Divisions.
The Deputy Commis-
sioner also called for mea-
sures towards making
Lolab Valley plastic-free,
including establishment
of suitable anti-polythene
collection points, prefer-
ably near security posts

and other strategic loca-
tions, through coordi-
nated efforts of the Forest
Department, Rural Devel-
opment Department and
other concerned agen-
cies. He further stressed
rehabilitation of the stone
quarry at Kralpora and
directed that GIM micro-
plans be prepared in con-
sonance with inputs from
allied departments to
ensure integrated and site-
specific interventions.

The District Steering
Committee thereafter
approved the GIM Per-
spective Plan for District
Kupwara for 2026-27 to
2031-32, with the direc-
tions and priorities dis-
cussed during the meeting
to be incorporated in its
implementation.

The meeting was
attended by Assistant
Commissioner Develop-
ment Kupwara, Assistant
Commissioner Panchayats,
Chief Agriculture Officer,
DFO Langate, Technical
Officer to Conservator of
Forests, North Kashmir,
representatives of DFO
Kehmil Forest Division,
District Tribal Welfare
Officer, Kupwara, besides
other concerned officers
and officials.

Economists appear before JPC;
support ‘One Nation One Election

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Several
renowned economists on
Monday spoke in unison at
ameeting of a Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee (JPC)
on simultaneous elec-

< tions and highlighted that

fiscal allocation is focused
on revenue expenditure
rather than capital expen-
diture due to continuous
and frequent elections.
The economists who
conveyed their views to
the Joint Committee on the
Constitution (One Hundred
and Twenty-Ninth Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024 and the
Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2024
were the government's
Chief Economic Adviser
V Anantha Nageswaran;
Chairman of the Econom-
ic Advisory Council to the
Prime Minister, S Mahen-
dra Dev; and S Gurumur-
thy, who is a chartered
accountant by profession
and also writes on political
and economic issues.
Sources said the econo-
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mists spoke in agreement,
supporting the simultane-
ous elections to the Lok
Sabha, assemblies and
local body elections.

Nageswaran is
believed to have high-
lighted that due to con-
tinuous and frequent
elections, fiscal alloca-
tion is focused on rev-
enue expenditure rather
than capital expenditure.

The government's chief
economic adviser told the
panel that the "One Nation
One Election" will allow
members to focus their
time and energy on gover-
nance matters, rather than
continuous campaigning,
sources said.

Gurumurthy is under-
stood to have highlighted
that it is frequent elections
that impact the federal
structure.

He noted that continu-
ous elections inflict severe
costs, including global
market uncertainty, policy
paralysis under the Model
Code of Conduct, adminis-
trative strain and constant

campaign demands that
trap national leaders while
exhausting opposition band-
width, the sources said.

Gurumurthy is believed
to have conveyed to the
committee that frequent
polls also replace volun-
tary cadres with paid work-
ers and vote-buying.

He highlighted that
international studies also
emphasise that democ-
racies suffer disruption
during elections, and thus
this exercise of elections
should not be repeated
every year, the sources
said.

The economists spoke
strongly in favour of simul-
taneous elections and they
supported the reform for
the nation and its economic
development, they said.

Committee Chairman
P P Chaudhary said that
during the panel's field
visit, the Gujarat chief
secretary told the mem-
bers that around three lakh
teachers are deployed for
election duty.

"Eighty-five per cent

teachers are deployed in
poll duties. Preparation of
the voters list is different.

"There are panchayat
elections, municipality
elections, assembly elec-
tions and Lok Sabha elec-
tions. So you can well imag-
ine how much losses stu-
dents of the government
schools have to suffer," he
said, adding that they are
not able to complete the
syllabi.

Several journalists also
expressed their views
before the panel and their
opinions were divided.

While those journalists
who favoured the simul-
taneous polls highlighted
that there are a few press-
ing issues which must
be considered before the
proposed bill is brought,
those opposed voiced con-
cerns regarding the cur-
rent frequency of elec-
tions, emphasising that the
expenditure on incentives
such as freebies represents
asignificant and recurring
financial burden for the
government.
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NEAR PETROL PUMP BAGHI ALI MARDAN KHAN, SRINAGAR - 190011
PUBLIC NOTICE

TEL/FAX: 0194-2427478

M/s Admiral Aluminum and Hardware House, Industrial Estate Khonmoh Phase-Il, stands formally registered with this
office vide Registration No. 07/09/06146/PMT/Tiny dated 29.10.2002, for the activity of “Aluminium Hardware ltems
viz. L. Drop, T. Drop, T. Handles and Tower Bolts out of Aluminium Section”, as a proprietorship concern of Mr. Aijaz Ahmad
Khan S/o0 Abdul Gani Khan R/0 Saida Kadal, Srinagar,

Now, this office has received an application dated 28.07.2026 from Mr. Riyaz Ahmad Bhat R/o Chanapora, Srinagar,
wherein it has been stated that he acquired the said industrial unit as a partnership concern on 30.01.2019. Subsequently,
the partnership was dissolved through a Deed of Dissolution dated 11.04.2019, and the applicant has accordingly
requested this office for allowing the change of constitution of the unit. On perusal of the legal documents furnished by the
applicant, it has been observed that a Deed of Reconstitution of Partnership in respect of the said entity was executed on
30.01.2019 amongst the following persons:
1. Mr. Aijaz Ahmad Khan, S/0 Abdul Gani Khan, R/o Saida Kadal, Srinagar — Silent Partner;

2. Mr. Mushtaq Ahmad Jan, S/o Late Ghulam Nabi Jan, R/o Khwaja Bazar, Nowhatta — Retiring Partner; and
3. Mr. Riyaz Ahmad Bhat, S/o Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, R/o Left Lane, Khan Colony, Chanapora, Srinagar —

As per the aforesaid Deed, Mr. Mushtaq Ahmad Jan (S. No. 2) retired from the partnership firm upon the induction of
Mr. Riyaz Ahmad Bhat (S. No. 3) as a new partner and Managing Partner.

Subsequently, a Deed of Dissolution of Partnership was executed between Mr. Aijaz Ahmad Khan (S. No. 1) and Mr.
Riyaz Ahmad Bhat (S. No. 3) before the office of the Sub-Registrar on 11.04.2019, whereby Mr. Aijaz Ahmad Khan opted to
retire from the firm, leaving Mr. Riyaz Ahmad Bhat as the sole owner/proprietor of the industrial unit.

Inview of the above, the proposal for change of constitution of the said Industrial Unit involving change its proprietorship
vis-a-vis lease hold rights from Mr. Aijaz Ahmad Khan S/o0 Abdul Gani Khan R/o0 Saida Kadal, Srinagar to Mr. Riyaz Ahmad
Bhat, S/0 Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, R/ o Left Lane, Khan Colony, Chanapora, Srinagar is presently under process in the
office of the General Manager, District Industries Centre, Srinagar.

Therefore, any person having any objection(s) or claim(s) with regard to the proposed transfer of leasehold rights and
the aforesaid changes may submit the same in writing to the Office of the General Manager, District Industries Centre,
Srinagar, within 07 (seven) days from the date of publication of this notice.

In case no objection is received within the stipulated period, no objection/claim shall be entertained thereafter.

(Abid Igbal Malik, JKAS)
General Manager

District Industries Centre, Srinagar
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DC Bandipora reviews progress of

District Capex Budget 2026

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Ban-
dipora, Indu Kanwal Chib,
on Monday chaired a meet-
ing at the Mini Secretariat
to review the physical and
financial progress of works
under the District Capex
Budget 2026-27 and direct-
ed concerned departments
to accelerate execution and
ensure optimal utilisation
of available funds.

During the meeting, a
comprehensive review of
the sector-wise progress
was undertaken on the
basis of figures updated
on the District Monitor-
ing Portal. It was informed
that a total of 2,087 works
have been taken up under
the District Capex Budget
during 2026-27, including
1,966 new works and 120
ongoing works. Of these,
1,870 projects/works have
been accorded Adminis-
trative Approval, while
estimates for 96 works are
pending.

The meeting was further

-

informed that 1,503 works
have been tendered and
1,195 projects/works have
been allotted for execu-
tion. So far, 175 works have
been completed, including
54 ongoing and 121 new
works.

With regard to the finan-
cial progress, an approved
outlay of Rs 47.57 crore
has been reported, against
which funds amounting
to Rs 22.46 crore are avail-
able. Expenditure of Rs 2.36
crore has been incurred so
far, reflecting 5 percent
expenditure against the

approved outlay and 11

percent against the funds
available.

The DC directed all exe-
cuting agencies to expedite
the tendering, allotment
and execution of pending
works and ensure that proj-
ects are completed within
stipulated timelines with-
out compromising on qual-
ity. She stressed the need
for close monitoring of
works at every stage and
directed officers to identify
and remove bottlenecks
affecting implementation.

Emphasising efficient
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utilisation of public funds,
the DC called upon the
concerned departments
to align physical progress
with financial expenditure
and ensure that available
funds are utilised judi-
ciously and in a timely
manner. She also directed
officers to keep the District
Monitoring Portal updated
with accurate and current
figures, stating that por-
tal-based progress should
reflect the actual status on
the ground.

The concerned officers
were further directed to
accord priority to works
nearing completion and
ensure regular field-level
monitoring so that com-
pleted assets are made
available to the public
without unnecessary delay.

The meeting was attend-
ed by senior officers of the
concerned engineering and
development departments,
including Superintending
Engineers, Executive Engi-
neers, Assistant Commis-
sioners and other district-
level officers.

MSME-DFO organises MDP on
Business Marketing Management

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: The Branch
MSME Development &
Facilitation Office (MSME-
DFO), Srinagar, in collab-
oration with the District
Industries Centre (DIC),
Anantnag, Monday com-
menced a five-day Man-
agement Development Pro-
gramme (MDP) on “Busi-
ness Marketing Manage-
ment” for entrepreneurs
from the manufacturing
and service sectors.

The programme
is aimed at equip-
ping Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs) with contem-
porary marketing knowl-
edge and practical tools
to strengthen their busi-
nesses, expand market
outreach and compete
effectively in an evolving
business environment.

Prof. Parvez Ahmad
Mir, Head, CIED, IUST,
attended the inaugural
session as the Chief Guest,
while the General Manag-
er, DIC Anantnag, presided
over the programme as the
Guest of Honour.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, Prof. Parvez
Ahmad Mir provided
detailed insights into the
latest marketing scenar-
ios and emerging trends,
highlighting the growing
opportunities available to
MSMEs. He emphasised
the need for enterprises

to adopt innovative mar-
keting approaches, lever-
age technology and build
competitive capabilities so
that MSMESs can emerge
as champions of economic
growth and employment
generation.

The General Manag-
er, DIC Anantnag, while
addressing the gather-
ing, welcomed the ini-
tiative and termed such
programmes a positive
and timely step towards
the development of the
industrial sector. She
stressed the importance
of capacity building
and continuous learn-
ing for entrepreneurs to
enable them to effective-
ly respond to changing
market requirements.

Assistant Director,
MSME-DFO Srinagar,
Saheel Alagband, in his
keynote address, high-
lighted the importance of
the five-day programme
and its role in strength-
ening the managerial and
marketing capabilities of
MSME entrepreneurs. He
also expressed gratitude to
the General Manager, DIC
Anantnag, and the DIC
team for their support and
cooperation in organising
the programme.

The programme wit-
nessed participation of 25
entrepreneurs from man-
ufacturing-based MSMEs
operating in the industrial
estates of Anantnag.

Rupee falls 10 paise to close
at 96.35 against US dollar

AGENCIES

MUMBAI: The rupee
depreciated 10 paise to
close at 96.35 against the
US dollar on Monday, as
elevated oil prices and
persistent foreign fund
outflows kept the Indian
currency range-bound
near the critical 96 level
against the US dollar.

Forex traders said a
boost in risk-on senti-
ment supported the rupee,
though traders are now
turning their attention
towards foreign capital
flows and the Reserve
Bank of India's upcoming
monetary policy decision
for further cues.

At the interbank for-
eign exchange market,
the rupee opened at 96.20,
then lost ground to touch
an intraday low of 96.35
against the American cur-
rency. At the end of Mon-
day's trading session, the
domestic unit was quoted
at 96.35 against the green-
back, lower by 5 paise over
its previous close.

On Thursday, the rupee
slumped below the psy-
chologically important 96
per dollar mark to close at
96.25 against the US dollar.

Forex and equity mar-
kets were closed on Friday
on account of Mahatma
Gandhi Jayanti.

"Improving risk-on
sentiment provided an

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR (EXEGUTIVE MAGISTRATE)

additional cushion for the
local currency, though all
eyes will now be on the
RBI's monetary policy
decision and foreign capi-
tal flows. Looking ahead,
spot USDINR is expected to
consolidate between 95.95
and 96.50 in the near term,
with a bias toward further
gains," said Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities.

The Reserve Bank's
Monetary Policy Commit-
tee began its three-day
meeting on Monday and is
likely to raise rates by 25
basis points, aligning with

the central banks' hawk-_@

ish stance amid escalating
conflict in West Asia that
poses risks for domestic
inflation.

The last repo rate hike
was in February 2023, when
the RBI raised the rate by
0.25 per cent to 6.50 per cent.
It kept the rate unchanged
through 2023-24 before
beginning its rate-cut cycle
in 2025. Currently, the RBI's
policy repo rate stands at
5.25 per cent.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
strength of the greenback
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading at 102.18,
higher by 0.25 per cent.

Brent crude, the global
oil benchmark, was trad-
ing higher by 0.22 per cent
at USD 102.48 per barrel in
futures trade.

Foon, Crvit Suppuies anp Gonsumer Arrairs DEPARTMENT
PULWAMA

bidding period

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
1. Base Reserve Price:

2. Issuing authority:

3. Mode of Bidding:

4. Bidding period:

5. Place of Submission:

6. Selection criteria:

Dated-03-10-2026

7. Contingent Acceptance Clause:

8. Deposit and payment conditions:

PUBLIC NOTICE

Invitation of Sealed Bids for Sale of Seized Kerosene Stock (In Compliance with CNRNo.JKPL030025772026
passed by Chief Judicial Magistrate Pulwama in case of FIR No: 13/2026 U.S 3/7 E.C Act)-Extension of

Pursuant to the directions passed by Chief Judicial Magistrate Pulwama Under CNR No: JKPL030025772026 arising
from FIR No: 13/2026 U.S 3/7 E.C Act of the Police Station Rajpora, Pulwama and public Notice issued vide this
Office No.FCSCA/Pul/Adm/26/344-48 dated 04-08-2026,the bidding period is extended for a period of seven
days from the date of publication of this notice and sealed bids are invited for the sale of 4390 Liters of seized
kerosene stock in 27 Barrels from all licensed kerosene dealers of District Pulwama and neighboring areas.

Rs 60.00 per Litre.
Assistant Director, FCS&CA, Pulwama.

Sealed written bids, clearly mentioning the Offered rate per litre.

07 Days from the date of publication of notice.

Office of the Assistant Director, FCS&CA, Pulwama during office hours.
Highest eligible bidder quoting above the base Price.

In the event that no higher bid is Received within the stipulated 07- day
bidding Period, the kerosene will be auctioned on base Reserve price.
Upon finalization, the successful bidder shall deposit a security and
provisional advance of Rs 5268 (2%) with the Assistant Director FCS&CA
Pulwama. The Balance amount shall be calculated at the rate of highest
bid amount multiplied by the total verified stock, after deducting the
quantity (if any) already distributed. A bond shall be executed to ensure
payment of the remaining amount immediately upon final quantification.
For further queries, interested Kerosene Licensee Holders may contact the undersigned during working hours at
the Office of the Assistant Director, FCS&CA Pulwama.
No. FCSCA/Pul/Adm/26/492-97

DIPK-6420-26

DT: 05/10/2026

Food, Civil Supplies & C.A Deptt.

Assistant Director

Pulwama
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SOPORE: The first ever
North Kashmir Women’s
Sports Festival com-
menced Monday at Gov-
ernment Degree College
(GDC) for Women, Sopore,
with around 900 athletes
from 14 Degree Colleges
and 5 Higher Secondary
Schools participating in
the three day mega event.

Commissioner Secre-
tary Higher Education,
Ram Nivas Sharma,
inaugurated the festival
while Secretary in Higher
Education Safgat Igbal
and SSP Sopore Iftikhar
Talib were the guests of
honour. Principal GDC
Women Sopore Prof.
Subeena Chiloo was also
present.

The inaugural cer-
emony commenced with
an Izband ceremony pre-
sented by the students of
the host college, reflecting
the rich cultural tradi-

irst ever Women’s Sports
estival begms at GDC Sopore

tions of the region.
Addressing the gath-
ering, the Commissioner
said that sports play
a vital role in holistic
development of students
by promoting discipline,
teamwork, confidence
and leadership quali-
ties. He appreciated the
initiative of organis-
ing the first-ever North

Kashmir Women’s Sports
Festival and lauded the
participation of athletes
from Degree Colleges
and Higher Secondary
Schools across North
Kashmir.

Ram Nivas Sharma
encouraged the partici-
pating athletes to make
the most of the opportu-
nity, compete with dedi-

cation and sportsmanship
and continue striving for
excellence in their respec-
tive disciplines.
Secretary in Higher
Education and SSP
Sopore also appreciated
the initiative and the
efforts put in by the host
institution for provid-
ing a platform to young
women athletes from

across North Kashmir.

The occasion also wit-
nessed release of the col-
lege’s Bi-Annual Newslet-
ter and Annual College
Magazine, MEHAK.

Around 900 athletes
representing 14 Degree
Colleges and 5 Higher
Secondary Schools are
participating in the fes-
tival and will compete in
seven different sporting
disciplines over the next
three days.

Dr. Tanvir Ahmad
Bhat, Physical Direc-
tor and Sports Coor-
dinator, presented a
detailed note on the
structure and signifi-
cance of the festival.

The inaugural cer-
emony was attended by
Principals of Degree Col-
leges and Higher Second-
ary Schools from North
Kashmir, Physical Direc-
tors, faculty members,
athletes and members of
the media fraternity.

Ashutosh Sharma switches from Railways
to Gujarat for 2026/27 domestic season

IANS

AHMEDABAD:Ashutosh
Sharma has switched
allegiance from Railways
to Gujarat for the 2026/27
domestic season, Gujarat
Cricket Association (GCA)
Secretary Anil Patel told
IANS on Monday. It is
understood that Ashutosh
has been training with the
Gujarat team and even
featured in some of their
practice games.

Known for his explo-
sive power-hitting in the
death overs in the shortest

< format, Ashutosh is among

three guest players signed
by the GCA alongside India
leg-spinner Ravi Bishnoi,
who is currently in the
squad for the T20I series
against the West Indies,
starting in Lucknow on
Tuesday, and fast bowler
Ashok Sharma, who moved
on from Rajasthan but is
currently undergoing
rehab at the BCCI Centre
of Excellence (CoE) in Ben-
galuru.

“Yes, Ashutosh Sharma
will be playing domestic
cricket for Gujarat from
this year. He’s definitely a
great addition to our bat-
ting order, especially in the
white-ball formats. We are
waiting for good results
now. There’s a need for us
to get a big title, as last to

we missed out after coming
into the Ranji Trophy semi-
finals. With a new coach in
Monty Desali, let’s hope for
the best," Patel told IANS
on Monday.

Ashutosh initially
played domestic cricket
for Madhya Pradesh
before moving to Rail-
ways. His reputation as

in the shortest format
earned him Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) stints
with Punjab Kings and
Delhi Capitals.

Earlier this vyear,
Ashutosh had a stint
with Hampshire in the
One-Day Cup, where he
picked 14 scalps in seven
games, including a five-
wicket haul, though he
made only 56 runs with
the bat. Gujarat will
open their 2026/27 Ranji
Trophy campaign against
Odisha at the Narendra
Modi Stadium in Ahmed-
abad on Sunday.

The first round of the
Ranji Trophy will also see
senior opener KL Rahul
turn out for Karnataka
against Andhra in Vijay-
awada, while left-arm
spinner Manav Suthar
will captain Rajasthan in
their opening game against
Tamil Nadu in Jaipur.

Off-spin bowling all-
rounder Washington
Sundar is in line to turn
out for Tamil Nadu against
Rajasthan, after he was
pulled out of the T20I squad
against the West Indies
to get some game time in
red-ball cricket, keeping
the Test tour of New Zea-
land in mind. Washington
recently came back from
Japan, where he was part
of the gold medal-winning

Football: Spain eye UEFA
Nations League quarterfinal
berth agalnst Croatla

MADRID: World Cup
winner Spain could

secure a place in the UEFA
Nations League quarterfi-
nals on Tuesday with a win
over Croatia in Split.

Spain travel to Croa-
tia after three consecu-
tive wins in their opening
group games. Another vic-
tory would give the world
champions 12 points from
four matches while leaving
Croatia on three.

If England also win or draw
athometothe Czech Republic,
neither Croatia nor the Czechs
would be able to catch Spain,
assuring Luis de la Fuente's
side of a top-two finish with
two gamesremaining, athome
to England and away to the
Czech Republic in November.

While Spain travel with a
perfect record, Slaven Bilic's
Croatia go into the match
looking to respond to argu-
ably the most humiliating
defeat in their history, a 7-0

Saturday.

"Against England, we
didn't bring the necessary
energy, which affects con-
fidence; confidence affects
technical performance, and
in the end, it all looks like
a question of willpower.
Now we have to play a good
match, a match for real
men, against Spain," Bilic
said, suggesting Spain could
face a physical contest.

Spain beat Croatia 4-1 in
Seville just a week ago and
followed that with a 3-1 win
over the Czech Republic on
Saturday, although their
performance in Oviedo was
arguably their least impres-
sive of the three games so
far during the international
break.

De la Fuente made nine
changes from the team that
faced Croatia and is expect-
ed to continue rotating his
squad, particularly after
highlighting the limited
recovery time available to
his players during the inter-

last year (2024/25 season), a high-impact finisher Indian team. home defeat to England on  national break.
China Open: Djokovic reaches Beijing
final after Medvedev defaulted

IANS

Beijing: Former World
No.1 Novak Djokovic has
advanced to the champi-
onship match at the China
Open after Daniil Medve-
dev was defaulted from
the pair’s semifinal clash
in Beijing.

The record six-time
champion Djokovic was
serving for the match at
7-5, 5-3, 15/15 when a ball
bounced off the back wall.
Medvedev instinctively
reacted and hit the ball,
with it going into the crowd
and hit a fan.

Now in his first ATP
500 championship match
since he won Astana in
2022, Djokovic will take
on Alex de Minaur in
Tuesday’s championship
match. Djokovic leads the
fifth-seeded Australian 3-1
in the pair’s Lexus ATP
head-to-head series.

“A bit of a shock, to be
honest,” Djokovic said.
“Sorry for the person
[who got hit]. I honestly
didn’t see what happened.
I hope that person is not
badly injured. On the other
hand, I also feel sorry for
Daniil, because I know
exactly how he feels to be
disqualified in a big match.
I was disqualified at the
2020 US Open in similar
circumstances. I am sure

that Daniil didn’t want to
do this intentionally. It just
happens."

Prior to being defaulted,
Medvedev and Djokovic
had played out an absorb-
ing semifinal encounter
on Beijing’s stadium court
across two hours and 29
minutes. With last week's
Hangzhou champion Med-
vedev playing full of con-
fidence in pursuit of his
eighth consecutive tour-
level win, Djokovic rallied
from a break down to claim
the opening set, breaking
his opponent’s serve twice
in the second to move to the
brink of victory.

“Iwas three points away
from the win," Djokovic,
who is 33-0 in Beijing, was
quoted as saying by the
ATP Tour. "It was a gruel-
ling battle, and I definitely
didn’t want [a] third set.
It was looking like that.
I don’t know how many
break points I saved; it
was crazy. It’s always a big
battle with Daniil, and it’s
so hard to play him when
he’s feeling the ball well
in slower conditions with
a big serve. But we move
on.”

Having previously
defeated top seed Alexan-
der Zverev in a quarterfinal

epic in Beijing, Djokovic is
now one win away from his
102nd tour-level title. That
would move him within
one of Roger Federer,
who won 103 crowns, with
Jimmy Connors (109 titles)
the only other man to have
won more.

Djokovic showcased
some trademark elite base-
line ball-striking despite at
times appearing to strug-
gle physically between
points, just as he had in
his previous two rounds
against Buyunchaokete
and Zverev. His ability to
repeatedly escape trouble
on serve against Medvedev
was particularly remark-
able: The 39-year-old saved
16 of 18 break points he
faced, according to Infosys
ATP Stats.

“I always believe in
myself, and to be quite
frank I felt like I played
really well in the training
sessions, but obviously
it’s different when you
play an official match,”
Djokovic said when asked
about reaching his 146th
tour-level final. “My draw
wasn’t very favourable, to
be honest- tough matches
from the beginning, but it
makes the run to the final
sweeter. I'm in another
final. There’s something
about Beijing that keeps
me going.”
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rated Monbday at the

i gah, Sopore, with
i enthusiastic partici-
i pation from 10 teams
. from across Kashmir |
{ Province.

was inaugurated by
i Additional Deputy

SRINAGAR | Tuesday, 06, October 2026

19th J&K UT

Water Skiing

Championship Concludes at ngeen Lake

GMK SPORTS DESK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu

| & Kashmir Water Skiing
. Association, affiliated
i with the Wakeboard and
i Wakesurfing Association
+ of India,
. organised the 19th J&K
{ UT Water Skiing Cham-
i pionship 2026-27 at the
. Water Sports Centre,
: Nigeen Lake. The two-
| day event, held from 4th to
i 5th October 2026, was con-
i ducted under the aegis of
i the J&K Sports Council.

successfully

The championship saw

enthusiastic participation
. from talented boys and
girls from across Jammu &
i Kashmir, providing young
. athletes with a valuable

platform to compete, devel-
op their skills, and excel in
water sports.

The closing ceremony
was graced by Mr. Ab
Majeed, In-charge Water
Sports, Nehru Park, as
the Chief Guest. He was
accompanied by Adnan Ah
from the Sports Council,

ATy s

VMKEWARD AND WAKESURFIN'
_ASS :

0 CIATION OF INDIA

along with other esteemed
guests and dignitaries.

The event concluded
with appreciation for the
athletes, organisers, coach-
es, and officials for their
contribution towards pro-
moting and strengthening
water sports in Jammu &
Kashmir.

DC Kupwara inaugurates Boys

GMK SPORTS DESK

KUPWARA: Deputy Com-
i missioner (DC) Kupwara,

Shrikant Suse, Monday

inaugurated the Inter-Dis-
i trict UT-Level U-19 Boys

Volleyball Championship

3 at BHS Natnussa, Kup-

wara.
Teams from all 20 dis-
tricts of Jammu & Kash-

3 mir are participating, and
. the event gives young ath-
letes a significant platform
i to compete at the UT level.

The championship is

' being organised by the
i Department of Youth Ser-
i vices & Sports (YSS), Kup-
. wara. Additional Deputy

Commissioner (ADC)

Handwara, Javid Ahmad
. Masoodi, was also present
on the occasion.

The opening match
between Kupwara and Band-
ipora was played in a spirited
atmosphere, with both teams
displaying excellent skills,
determination and sporting
spirit before an enthusiastic
gathering of players, offi-
cials and spectators.

District administration

Volleyball Champlonshlp

Kupwara has reiterated its
commitment to providing
quality opportunities to
young sportspersons and
encouraging them to pursue
sports with dedication and
discipline.The tournament
will continue with matches
between the participating
districtsin the coming days.

Provincial-Level U-14 Girls Kho-Kho

Competition inaugurated at Doabgah

GMK SPORTS DESK

! BARAMULLA: A Provin-
+ cial-Level Kho-Kho Com-
{ petition for Under-14

Girls was inaugu-

Sports Field, Doab-

The competition =

Commissioner (ADC),
Sopore, Shabir Ahmad

Raina. The event was
organised by the Depart-
i ment of Youth Services and

Sports, District Baramulla.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, the ADC appreciated

the efforts of the Depart-
ment of Youth Services and
Sports in providing young
girls with opportunities to

participate in competitive
sports. He said that sports
play an important role
in developing discipline,
confidence, teamwork and
leadership qualities among
children.

The ADC encouraged
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the participating players
to display true sportsman-
ship, dedication and deter-
mination, and make the
best use of such plat-
forms to nurture their
_ talent. He also stressed
© theimportance of great-
er participation of girls
in sports and said that
4/ such competitions pro-
. vide a strong foundation
for identifying and pro-
moting sporting talent
| at the grassroots level.

He congratulated all
participating teams and
wished the young players
success in the competi-
tion. He also appreciated
the officials, coaches and
organisers for their efforts
in conducting the event
smoothly.
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