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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication Every Pashmina shawl, Kani and Sozni embroidery is a 

living heritage, shaped by patience and devotion. Honoring 
women artisans safeguards our legacy and empowers future 
generations. Their hands carry India’s cultural memory to the 
world and the nation stands committed to their dignity, fair 
remuneration and global recognition.

Manoj Sinha
@manojsinha_

      24,058 In Jammu
Govt Issues 2,486 
EWS Certificates In 
Kashmir: Rana

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Jal Shakti, Javed Ahmed 
Rana, on behalf  of  Chief  
Minister who also holds 
the portfolio of  Revenue 
Department, informed 
the House that during the 
last two years, 2,486  Eco-
nomically Weaker Sec-
tions (EWS) certificates 
have been issued in Kash-
mir Division and 24,058 in 
Jammu Division.

The Minister was reply-
ing to a Calling Attention 
Notice tabled by MLA 
Sajad Gani Lone P-06

Notify New Car 
Policy Within 15 
Days: Speaker

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Taking seri-
ous note of  the prolonged 
delay in finalising the new 
Car Policy, Legislative 
Assembly Speaker Abdul 
Rahim Rather Wednesday 
directed the government 
to ensure that the policy 
is finalised and notified 
within 15 days.

The direction came 
after Transport Minister, 
Satish Sharma presented 
the status report on the 
Car Policy, saying that the 
department would under-
take necessary inter-
departmental consulta-
tions and P-06

DIPK-NB-1769/26
DATED: 30/09/2026

J&K To Draft Guidelines 
Regulating Social 
Media Journalists

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir government 
is working on a new media 
policy to regulate the mush-
rooming of  social media 
journalists, the Legislative 
Assembly was informed on 
Wednesday.

Responding to a question 
from National Conference 
(NC) MLA Bashir Veeri, 
Minister Sakina Itoo said 
the Assembly’s House Com-
mittee, constituted to exam-
ine the matter, has given the 
Information Department 
four months to formulate 
new guidelines. Itoo said the 
House Committee, headed by 
senior MLA and former min-
ister, Ali Mohammad Sagar, 
met on July 13, 2026.

The government informed 

the House that under pro-
posed New Media Policy, 
2026, adequate provisions 
for registration and regu-
lation of  the Online News 
Media Platforms have been 
incorporated to ensure their 
accountability.

The Minister informed the 
House that the issue was dis-
cussed in detail P-06

J&K Assembly 

Adjourned Sine Die
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Legis-
lative Assembly Wednes-
day concluded its pro-
ceedings with members 
reflecting on the conduct 
of  the session, appreciat-
ing the participation of  
the House and reiterat-

ing their commitment to 
raise the concerns and 
aspirations of  the people.

On the concluding day, 
Speaker Legislative Assem-
bly, Abdul Rahim Rather, 
invited the members to 
share their observations on 
the proceedings.

The Speaker P-06

      Pashmina Artisan Awards 2026

Pashmina Artisans True Custodians 
Of J&K’s Cultural Heritage: LG Sinha
Says Every Pashmina Shawl, Kani, Sozni Embroidery Is Living Heritage

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Wednesday 
described Pashmina artisans 
as the “true custodians” of  
Jammu and Kashmir’s cultural 
heritage, calling for fair remu-
neration, social security, global 
market access and greater insti-
tutional support to preserve the 
centuries-old craft.

“You should never feel that 
your work is ordinary. What you 
are doing is a form of  devotion, 
an act of  creation and a noble 
effort to keep India’s cultural 
memory alive. I would like to say 
to all the honoured artisans that 
whenever a person anywhere 
in the world carries an original 
Pashmina product from Jammu 

Kashmir on their shoulders, 
they carry with them a part of  
India’s culture and history,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said while  
gracing the Pashmina Artisan 
Awards 2026, organised by the 
Pashmeena Entrepreneurs 

Makers and Artisans (PEMA) 
Foundation in Srinagar. He 
extended heartfelt congratula-
tions to all award winners and 
PEMA Foundation for such 
excellent initiative.

In his address, the Lieuten-

ant Governor said the award 
ceremony is the celebration 
of  Jammu Kashmir’s cultural 
prosperity. He said the awards 
honour not merely individuals 
but an entire artistic civilisa-
tion of  the country that has 
captivated the world for gener-
ations. The Lieutenant Gover-
nor invoked the spirit of  Bhag-
wan Vishwakarma, the divine 
embodiment of  craftsmanship 
and emphasised that India has 
always regarded artisanship as 
sacred knowledge.

Highlighting the extraordi-
nary saga of  patience and skill 
behind the Pashmina tradition, 
the Lieutenant Governor paid 
special tribute to women arti-
sans, noting their central role 
in every stage P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Wednesday said the 
Army is not only a force that defends 
the country from external threats, but 
also a source of  support and healing 
for ordinary citizens in times of  need

Sinha made these in the closing 
ceremony of  the 11th Mega Eye Sur-
gery Camp organised under Operation 

Drishti, which marks another mile-
stone in the Indian Army’s healthcare 
outreach in Jammu and Kashmir.

Addressing the gathering, the Lieu-
tenant Governor expressed gratitude 
to Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri Naren-
dra Modi and Hon’ble Raksha Mantri, 
Shri Rajnath Singh and commended 
the Indian Army for their dedication. 
The Lieutenant Governor also appreci-
ated the selfless service of  P-06

‘Op Drishti’ Reflects 
Army’s Service, 
Courage, Resolve: LG 
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Women Entrepreneurs 
from PHDCCI calls on 
LG Sinha

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A delegation 
of  Women Entrepreneurs 
from PHD Chamber of  
Commerce and Industry 
led by Ms Himani Arora, 
Chair, Regional Fashion 
Tex Tech Forum, PHDCCI 
called on Lieutenant 
Governor  Manoj Sinha, 
Wednesday.

The members of  the 
delegation discussed 
important matters per-

taining to the participa-
tion of  UT of  Jammu 
Kashmir at the upcoming 
20th Punjab International 
Trade Expo ( PITEX )-2026, 
scheduled to be held from 
3rd to 7th December, 2026 
in Amritsar.

They also proposed a 
dedicated "Jammu Kashmir 
Day" at the Expo, aimed at 
creating a complete Jammu 
Kashmir experience, bring-
ing together business, 
investment, exports, handi-

crafts, cuisine, tourism and 
culture.

 The proposed "Jammu 
Kashmir Day" would also 
feature a J&K Business 
& Investment Session, 
Industry and Buyer-Seller 
Roundtable, Tourism & 
Investment Presentation, 
live handicraft and artisan 
demonstrations, a J&K 
Food & Cuisine Showcase, 
cultural performances and 
a special J&K Cultural 
Evening.

     Autumn Session

Govt providing timber assistance, relief to 

Langate fire victims: Javed Rana
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Forest, Ecology & Environment, 
Javed Ahmed Rana Wednbesday 
informed the Legislative Assem-
bly that timber assistance is 
being provided to the eligible fire-
affected families in Langate while 
immediate relief  has already been 
extended and ex-gratia assistance 
under SDRF norms is under pro-
cess.

Replying to a Calling Attention 
Notice moved by MLA Langate, 
Sheikh Khursheed Ahma, Javed 
Rana said that the Forest Depart-
ment provides timber assistance 
to fire victims falling within the 
A-Zone jurisdiction, subject to 
completion of  codal formalities 
and availability of  fallen/dry 
standing trees.

Giving the village-wise status, 
the Minister informed that no 
application under Kashmir Forest 
Notice has been received from Tan-
tarygund (A-Zone), Block Haril.

Regarding Lokipora, Super-
neghama and Gundkuhroo, he 
said these villages do not fall 
within the A-Zone concession 
area and, therefore, are not cov-
ered under the Kashmir Notice 
Rules. However, the J&K Forest 
Development Corporation has 
provided timber to one fire-affect-
ed person, Mohd Jamal Sheikh of  
Gundkuhroo, against a sanction 
of  60 Cft issued vide Sanction No. 
58868 dated September 21, 2026. In 
the case of  Neelipora, two appli-
cations under Kashmir Notice 
are presently under process, he 
added.

The Minister further informed 
that Jammu and Kashmir Forest 
Development Cor poration 
(JKFDC) shall extend permissible 
timber assistance to the eligible 
fire-affected persons on an urgent 
and time-bound basis, subject to 
receipt of  requisition and comple-
tion of  prescribed verification 
formalities. He also informed that 
Common Service Timber Depots 

(CSTDs) have been established 
at different locations to facilitate 
receipt and processing of  requi-
sitions and each case is verified 
through field inspection before 
issuance of  timber sanction to the 

eligible applicant.
The House was also informed 

that during the current financial 
year, Langate Forest Division has 
provided timber assistance to fire 
victims in the constituency at 
10 per cent of  the Standard Rate 
under A-Zone.

On relief  measures, the Min-
ister informed that the Deputy 
Commissioner, Kupwara, has pro-
vided blankets, kitchen sets and 
tarpaulins to the affected families 
as immediate relief. Besides, a cash 
assistance of  ₹10,000 per family for 
fully/severely damaged houses 
and ₹5,000 per family for partially 
damaged houses has also been pro-
vided from the District Red Cross 
Fund.

He further stated that ex-gratia 
relief  under SDRF norms for the 
affected families of  the aforemen-
tioned villages is under process 
and shall be sanctioned and dis-
bursed after clearance by the SOP 
Committee, as per the prescribed 
procedure.

DC Srinagar conducts on-site inspection 
of development works at Anchaar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In order to 
expedite the ongoing devel-
opment works, the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Sri-
nagar, Akshay Labroo, 
on Wednesday conducted 
an on-site inspection of  
Anchaar Jenab Sahib Soura 
and reviewed the progress 
of  works being executed for 
the restoration and preser-
vation of  the historic spring 
at the site.

In the occasion, the DC 
also interacted with local 
residents and listened 
to their developmental 
demands.

During the visit, the DC 
was accompanied by Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner, Mir Imtiyaz Ul Aziz, 
IAS Probationer, Sai Kiran, 
Chief  Planning Officer, 
Fayaz Ahmad Dar, Execu-
tive Engineer R&B, Suhail 
Rashid, Executive Engineer 
KPDCL 4th, Nissar Ahmad, 
Executive Engineer, KPDCl 
3rd, Abrar Hussain, Teh-
sildar Eidgah, Mohammad 

Iqbal Zargar, Administra-
tor Jenab Sahib Soura and 
other concerned Officers.

On the occasion, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
took stock of  the ongoing 
works and reviewed vari-
ous components aimed at 
improving and preserving 
the historic spring while 
maintaining its heritage 
and aesthetic character.

The DC was informed that 
the project has been allotted 
a cost of  Rs 1.20 crore and 
includes major components 
such as desilting of  the pool 
area, dry boulder stone 
pitching on the floor bed, 
construction of  a peripheral 
block with Devri stone tile 
cladding, and provision of  
ornamental grills around 
the periphery of  the pool 
area in panels. The project 
also envisages reconstruc-
tion and realignment of  the 
deck area and steps of  the 
spring using Devri stone, 
construction of  ornamen-
tal gates in Devri stone, and 
installation of  ornamental 
lamp posts around the pool 

area for illumination.
The DC directed the 

concerned agencies to 
ensure timely completion 
of  the works while adher-
ing strictly to prescribed 
quality standards and 
maintaining the original 
character and heritage 
value of  the site. He also 
stressed the importance of  
coordinated efforts among 
all stakeholder Depart-
ment to ensure that the 
restoration and develop-
ment works are carried out 
in a sustainable, systematic 
and aesthetically appropri-
ate manner.

During the visit, the DC 
also interacted with mem-
bers of  the Management 
Committee of  Jenab Sahib 
Soura and local residents, 
who expressed their grati-
tude to him for the execu-
tion of  various develop-
mental works in the area, 
particularly at the Shrine.

Responding to the 
demands raised by local 
residents and traders, the 
DC directed the concerned 
authorities to facilitate the 
installation of  an ATM 
at Anchaar Jenab Sahib 
Soura, aimed at providing 
greater convenience to the 
local population, devotees 
and traders.

He also took stock of  
the various road & water 
improvement projects 
and directed executing 
agencies to complete the 
remaining works.

DC Budgam reviews Parcel Rail 

Services with fruit growers
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Budgam, 
Athar Aamir Khan, 
Wednesday chaired an 
interaction meeting with 
fruit growers of  Budgam 
district, along with Railway 
authorities, to encourage 
the growers to make use 
of  parcel rail services for 
transportation of  apples 
from the Valley to various 
fruit mandies across the 
country.

The meeting focused on 
creating awareness among 
fruit growers about the 
facilities and benefits avail-
able under the parcel train 
service and encouraging 
them to adopt railways as 
a reliable, economical and 
efficient mode of  trans-
porting their produce to 
markets outside Kashmir 
Valley.

During the meeting, 
officers from the Railways 
provided detailed infor-
mation to the fruit grow-
ers regarding the complete 
parcel booking process, 
loading facilities, opera-
tional arrangements and 
fare charges applicable for 
transportation of  apples 
through rail. The growers 
were also apprised of  the 
procedures to be followed 
for booking their consign-
ments and the facilities 
available at the railway sta-
tion to facilitate hassle-free 
transportation.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Deputy Commis-
sioner emphasized the 
importance of  exploring 

cost-effective and efficient 
transportation options for 
the horticulture sector, 
which forms a vital compo-
nent of  the district's rural 
economy.

He said that parcel 
rail service is among the 
cheapest available modes 
of  transportation for car-
rying apples to different 
parts of  the country and 
can substantially reduce 
the transportation burden 
on fruit growers. He urged 
growers to make maximum 
use of  the service, particu-
larly during the peak har-
vesting season.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner further highlighted 
that Budgam Railway Sta-
tion is among the most 
accessible railway sta-
tions for fruit growers of  
Budgam district, making it 
convenient for growers and 
traders to transport their 
produce from the district 
to various fruit markets 
and mandies across the 
country.

The growers were 
informed that one rail-
way wagon has a carrying 
capacity of  approximately 
1,600 to 1,700 boxes of  
apples, enabling substan-
tial quantities of  fruit to 

be transported in a single 
consignment. It was fur-
ther informed that the rail 
service can help growers 
send their produce to dis-
tant fruit mandies within a 
few days, thereby facilitat-
ing timely market access 
and reducing the concerns 
associated with prolonged 
transportation.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner called upon the 
concerned departments 
and Railway authorities 
to maintain close coordi-
nation with fruit growers 
and provide all necessary 
facilitation at the booking 
and loading stages. He also 
stressed the need for sus-
tained awareness among 
growers regarding the 
parcel rail service so that 
more horticulturists can 
benefit from the facility.

He said that efficient 
transportation and timely 
access to markets are cru-
cial for ensuring better 
returns to fruit growers 
and strengthening the 
horticulture economy of  
the district. He encour-
aged growers to collective-
ly explore the rail parcel 
facility for bulk transpor-
tation of  apples to markets 
across the country.

Nestlé India expands 

'Serve Safe Food' to J&K 

with FDA, NASVI

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Nestlé India 
has collaborated with 
FDA, Jammu and Kash-
mir and National Associa-
tion of  Street Vendors of  
India (NASVI) to expand 
Project Serve Safe Food in 
the state. As a part of  the 
project, NASVI will train 
1,000 street food vendors in 
the state across Srinagar, 
Anantnag, and Baramulla, 
taking the total number of  
trained street food vendors 
past 2,500.

Project ‘Serve Safe Food’ 
has already benefitted over 
1,20,000 street food ven-
dors across 27 states and 4 
Union Territories by edu-
cating vendors on health, 
hygiene, safe food handling, 
waste disposal and entre-
preneurship. The training 
programme equips ven-
dors with the knowledge to 
improve their food handling 
practices.

Kunwar Himmat Singh, 
Head, Corporate Affairs, 
Sustainability and societal 
initiatives, Nestlé India 
said, “At Nestlé India, we 

strive to elevate food safety 
standards across the coun-
try – going beyond just our 
own products. Through 
Project Serve Safe Food, we 
empower street food ven-
dors with practical training 
in hygiene and food safety, 
strengthening both skills 
and awareness. As we con-
tinue to scale the initiative, 
we are confident it will drive 
lasting behavioural change 
while supporting the growth 
and sustainability of  their 
businesses.”

Nestlé India launched 
Project Serve Safe Food in 
2016 and has trained street 
food vendors across states 
including Assam, Andhra 
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, 
Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu 
and Kashmir, Jharkhand, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Mani-
pur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Nagaland, Odisha, Puduch-
erry, Punjab, Rajasthan, 
Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Telan-
gana, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, 
and Uttarakhand.

DC Pulwama chairs District Road 

Safety Committee meeting

DC Budgam reviews Bulk Waste Management measures DC Kulgam reviews ongoing 
works at EMRS Tangmarg

PM Vishwakarma Awareness Programme organised in Ganderbal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Pulwama, 
Dr. Basharat Qayoom 
Wednesday chaired a meet-
ing of  the District Road 
Safety Committee (DRSC) 
at the Administrative 
Complex here, to review 
the road safety scenario in 
the district and assess the 
progress made on various 
road safety measures and 
decisions taken in the pre-
vious meeting.

At the outset, Superin-
tending Engineer, R&B, 
gave a detailed presentation 
on the road safety scenario 
in the district, covering 
accident data, enforcement 
measures, identified hot/
black spots, implementa-
tion of  road safety works, 
PM-RAHAT scheme, Rah-
Veer awareness, road safety 
audits and the Road Safety 
Action Plan for 2026-27. 
The presentation also high-
lighted the four-pronged 
strategy of  Engineering, 
Enforcement, Education 
and Emergency Care for 
reducing road accidents and 
fatalities.

The DC sought detailed 
information from the 
ARTO Pulwama regarding 
the enforcement drives 
being conducted across the 
district and directed him 

to intensify enforcement 
against over-speeding, 
overloading, driving with-
out seat belts and helmets, 
and other traffic violations, 
with particular focus on 
accident-prone and con-
gested stretches.

Reviewing the traffic sit-
uation in Pulwama town, 
the DC stressed the need 
for effective decongestion 
of  major roads and direct-
ed the concerned depart-
ments to conduct dedicated 
decongestion and traffic 
regulation drives twice 
a week under the super-
vision of  the Additional 
District Development 
Commissioner (ADDC), 
Pulwama. He called for 
coordinated action by the 
Traffic Police, Municipal 

Council, R&B and other 
concerned agencies to 
regulate traffic movement, 
ensure proper parking and 
address encroachments 
and other factors contrib-
uting to congestion.

The committee also 
reviewed the status of  
hot/black spots identified 
through e-DAR. Various 
engineering interventions, 
including installation of  
road signages, speed break-
ers, road markings, crash 
barriers, rumble strips 
and solar blinkers, were 
discussed.

The meeting also dis-
cussed identified accident-
prone locations and the 
Road Safety Action Plans 
prepared by R&B Divisions 
Pulwama and Awantipora.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC), Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam Wednes-
day visited Eklavya Model 
Residential School (EMRS), 
Tangmarg, Kulgam and 
reviewed the progress of  
various ongoing develop-
ment and renovation works 
at the institution.

During the visit, The 
Deputy Commissioner took 
on-spot review of the reno-
vation of  the Girls’ Hostel, 
playfield development and 
renovation works of  the 
Academic Block.

The DC directed the 
concerned officer  associ-
ated with the execution of  
the works to ensure speedy 

progress and timely comple-
tion of  the assigned works 
with adhering to quality 
norms and approved speci-
fications.The concerned 
officials assured that all the 
ongoing works will be com-
pleted by November 15, 2026.

The DC also interacted 
with students and staff  
members and enquired the 
teaching learning process 
and took appraisal of  the 
functioning of  the different 
services and amenities in 
the institution.

The DC was accompa-
nied by the Chief Planning 
Officer (CPO), Malik Suheel, 
Superintending Engineer 
(SE) Fayaz Ahmad Kar, and 
other concerned officers 
and officials.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Budgam, 
Athar Aamir Khan, 
chaired a meeting to review 
the implementation and 
progress of  Bulk Waste 
Management measures 
across Municipal Commit-
tees (MCs) and blocks of  
the district.

The meeting focused 
on assessing the progress 
achieved against the tar-
gets and directions issued 
during the previous review 
meeting and taking stock 
of  the measures being 
undertaken by the con-
cerned departments and 
field functionaries for 
effective management of  
bulk waste.

During the meeting, 
the Deputy Commission-

er reviewed the progress 
made by the concerned 
officers and sought an 
updated status of  the tar-
gets assigned in the previ-
ous meeting. He stressed 
the need for sustained and 
coordinated efforts at the 
grassroots level to ensure 
scientific, systematic and 
environmentally respon-
sible management of  bulk 
waste across the district.

The DC directed all 
Block Development Offi-
cers (BDOs) and Executive 
Officers (EOs) of  Municipal 
Committees to undertake a 
comprehensive exercise to 
identify Bulk Waste Gen-
erators (BWGs) as well as 
potential bulk waste gen-
erators falling within their 
respective jurisdictions.

He further directed 
the concerned officers to 

ensure that all identified 
Bulk Waste Generators 
are properly registered, 
and that their waste-man-
agement practices are sub-
sequently monitored on a 
regular basis.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner laid particular 
emphasis on source segre-
gation of  waste, directing 
the field officers to verify 
whether registered bulk 
waste generators are segre-
gating waste appropriately 
at source and adopting the 
prescribed waste-manage-
ment practices. The offi-
cers were also instructed 
to conduct regular inspec-
tions and reviews to ensure 
compliance with the direc-
tions and guidelines issued 
by the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court of  India regarding 
proper waste management.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: The 
Branch MSME Develop-
ment & Facilitation Office 
(DFO), Srinagar, Ministry 
of  MSME in collaboration 
with the District Admin-
istration, Ganderbal, 
Wednesday organised an 
awareness programme 
under the PM Vishwakar-
ma Scheme at Ganderbal.

The programme focused 
on product packaging, 
branding, marketing, 

entrepreneurship, artifi-
cial intelligence and digital 
financial services and was 
attended by more than 130 
participants.

The programme was 
chaired by  A.K. Tama-
ria, Joint Director, MSME 
DFO Jammu, Ministry of  
MSME, GoI along with the 
officials of  Branch MSME 
DFO Srinagar.

The programme aimed 
to sensitise artisans and 
beneficiaries about vari-
ous aspects of  enterprise 

development and the sup-
port available under the PM 
Vishwakarma initiative.

The Centre for Innova-
tion and Entrepreneur-
ship Development (CIED) 
conducted a session on 
product packaging and 
branding, highlighting the 
importance of  attractive 
packaging, brand identity 
and effective product pre-
sentation for enhancing 
marketability.

The J&K Entrepreneur-
ship Development Institute 

(JKEDI) delivered a session 
on entrepreneurship, cover-
ing key aspects of  enterprise 
development, business man-
agement and opportunities 
available for artisans.

PMU official delivered a 
presentation on Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), highlight-
ing the use of  AI tools for 
business promotion, content 
creation, marketing and other 
entrepreneurial activities.

Officials from India Post 
Payments Bank (IPPB) 
facilitated the onboarding 

of  participants and genera-
tion of  QR codes, enabling 
them to access digital pay-
ment facilities and promote 
cashless transactions.

Representatives from 
J&K Bank and the District 
Industries Centre (DIC), 
Ganderbal, also partici-
pated in the programme 
and apprised participants 
about financial services, 
institutional support and 
various schemes and facil-
ities available to artisans 
and micro entrepreneurs.
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Rs 3 cr released under 
SDRF for relief in affected 
Budgam areas: Dy CM
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: An amount 
of  Rs 3 crore has been 
released under the State 
Disaster Response Fund 
(SDRF) for extending 
relief  assistance in the 
affected areas of  Budgam 
district, including Beer-
wah Constituency. This 
was stated by Deputy 
Chief  Minister Surind-
er Kumar Choudhary 
while replying to a Call-
ing Attention raised by 
MLA Dr. Shafi Ahmad 
Wani regarding the 
plight of  people affected 
by the recent flash floods 
in Beerwah constituency.

The Dy CM informed 
the House that in respect 
of  the flood-related death 
case reported from the 
constituency, ex-gratia 
compensation amount-
ing Rs 4 Lakh has been 
recommended for release 
to the legal heirs of  the 
deceased, as per appli-
cable SDRF norms. He 
also informed that as per 
reports a double-storey 
shopping complex com-
prising twenty-nine (29) 
shops, along with one 
residential shed, was 
damaged/washed away 
in the floods at Qasba 
Beerwah.

The Deputy Chief  
Minister said that the 
concerned departments 
(PWD-R&B, Municipal 
committee, Revenue 
and other concerned 
departments have made 
certain preliminary 
assessment(s) and land 
title and final assessment 
of  losses/damage regard-
ing the structure is under 
process.

Surinder Choudhary 
informed that a detailed 
assessment of  crop and 
horticulture damage in 
Beerwah Constituency 
has also been carried out 
by the Agriculture Pro-
duction Department. He 
informed that a total crop 
damage of  5 hectares, 
comprising 3.15 hect-
ares of  Paddy, 1.65 hect-
ares of  Vegetables and 
0.20 hectares of  Maize 
besides, horticulture 

damage over an area of  
0.334 hectares affecting 7 
orchardists, with claims 
amounting Rs. 30,000/-, 
has been reported and 
compensation in respect 
of  these losses shall be 
extended as per the appli-
cable norms.

He said that the 
District SDRF Com-
mittee has assessed 
the damage to roads, 
bridges and culverts in 
the R&B Division, Beer-
wah and recommended 
a fund requirement 
of  Rs. 1,092.92 lakh for 
their restoration. Fur-
ther, an amount of  Rs. 
11.41 Lakh has been 
recommended for res-
toration of  the 33 KV 
Ahmad Pora-Beerwah 
power transmission line 
under Sub Transmis-
sion Division-II, KPDCL, 
Rajbagh, Srinagar.

56 WSSs worth Rs 11649.66 lakh taken up 

under JJM in Pahalgam: Javed Rana
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Jal Shakti Department 
Javed Rana Wednesday 
informed the House that 
the Jal Shakti Department 
is implementing various 
Water Supply Schemes 
(WSSs) under Jal Jeevan 
Mission, NABARD and UT 
CAPEX (SASCI) for provid-
ing adequate and potable 
water supply to the habi-
tations of  Pahalgam Con-
stituency.

The Minister was reply-
ing to a Calling Attention 
notice moved by MLA Altaf  
Ahmad Wani.

The Minister said that 
a total of  56 water supply 
schemes have been taken 
up under JJM at an esti-
mated cost of  Rs. 11649.66 
lakh to cover the entire 
area of  Pahalgam constitu-
ency with the Functional 
Household Tap Connec-
tions (FHTCS). Of  these, 
31 schemes have been 

completed and made func-
tional while the remaining 
25 schemes are under exe-
cution and have achieved 
more than 75% physical 
progress, he added.

The Minister said that 
the balance works will be 
completed and the schemes 
commissioned within the 
extended timeline pre-
scribed under JJM 2.0, as 
the Mission has now been 
extended up to December, 
2028.

The Minister informed 
that in case of  water supply 
Scheme Regional Dachni-
pora, the pace of  execution 
could not be maintained as 
the matter remains sub-judi-
cious since long time due to 
land dispute. The villages/
habitations coming under 
the scope of  WSS Regional 
Dachnipora viz, Awoora, 
Dehwatoo, Nagipora, 
Charigam, Kullar, Wuller-
hama, Sofipora Hardekathal 
Movera, Yanner, Wehdan, 
Sallar, Livar Zaigund, Bag-

wani are being provided 
drinking water supplies 
partly through an existing 
old water supply schemes, 
he said.

The Minister further 
informed that there is 
one more water supply 
scheme (WSS Litroo) 
which has been taken up 
under NABARD with an 

estimated cost of  Rs. 564.75 
lakh which has achieved 80 
percent physical progress.

He said that the water 
supply to the villages/hab-
itations of  Wullerhama, 
Hardekathal and Sofipora 
was adversely affected 
due to back-to-back cloud-
bursts in Nallah Awoora 
during July and August. 

The affected water supply 
infrastructure has, how-
ever, been temporarily 
restored and a proposal 
for permanent restoration 
has been submitted. He 
informed the House that 
the drinking water to these 
affected areas is being pro-
vided through an old exist-
ing system besides tanker 
services are deployed as 
per the need within avail-
able resources.

He said that the pro-
posals for augmentation/
coverage of  some left out 
habitations restoration 
works have been reflected 
under various other pro-
grammes like UT Capex, 
District  Capex and SASCI.

The Minister said that the 
department is taking all nec-
essary measures to resolve 
the water supply issues and 
will continue to take neces-
sary steps to ensure unin-
terrupted drinking water 
facilities in the Pahalgam 
Constituency.

New building for Gandhi Nagar 
Hospital in Pipeline: Sakeena Itoo

Govt restoring Ramban filtration 
plant, boosting water supply in 
Batote: Rana

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Health and Medical Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo Wednes-
day informed the House 
that the proposal regard-
ing construction of  new 
building for Gandhi Nagar 
Hospital is in pipeline.

The Minister was reply-
ing to a Calling Attention 
Motion moved by MLA 
Vikram Randhawa regard-
ing declaration of  the old 
hospital building of  Gov-
ernment Hospital, Gandhi 
Nagar, Jammu, as unsafe 
pursuant to the Safety 
Audit conducted by the 
Superintending Engineer 
(Structural Wing), Jammu, 
necessitating its demoli-
tion and construction of  
a new, modern hospital 
building at the site.

The Minister informed 
the House that, during 
2025, the old building of  
Government Hospital, 
Gandhi Nagar, Jammu, 
developed severe water 
seepage and waterlog-
ging issues. Accordingly, 
a Structural Safety Audit 
was conducted by PWD 
(DIQC), Jammu, which 
highlighted certain safety 
concerns pertaining to the 
building, she added.

Keeping in view the 
safety of  patients and staff, 
the Minister said that all 
hospital services, except 
the OPD Block, were shift-
ed to the 200-bedded MCH 
Building of  GMC Jammu. 
She added that, simultane-
ously, the necessary pro-
cess for construction of  a 
new hospital building at 
the existing site has been 
initiated.

Sakeena Itoo informed 
the House that the req-
uisite floor-wise service 
plans, duly approved by the 
Committee constituted for 
the purpose, have already 
been submitted to the 
Chief  Architect and Chief  
Engineer, PWD, Jammu. 
The total station site plan, 
required for preparation of  
the architectural design, is 
presently under finaliza-
tion, she added.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The government 
is vigorously implementing the 
necessary remedial measures to 
restore the Slow Sand Filtration 
Plant (SSFP) at ward number 2, 
Ramban-Maitra Town, which has 
developed choking and resulted 
in reduced filtration capacity.

Minister for Jal Shakti, Javed 
Ahmed Rana, stated this while 
responding to a Calling Attention 
Notice moved by MLA Ramban, 
Arjun Singh Raju, MLA Ramban, 
regarding the shortage of clean 
drinking water in Batote and 
Ramban towns due to non-func-
tioning of filtration plants and 
shortage of water tankers.

The Minister informed that 
necessary measures are being 
put in place and the water filtra-
tion plant is expected to be made 
functional shortly. He said that 

as an alternative and sustainable 
source of drinking water, drilling 
of a borewell has also been taken 
up, with the work presently in 
progress.

Regarding water supply 
to Batote Town, the Minister 
informed the House that the 
water supply there is presently 
being catered through a 5,000 
GPH Rapid Sand Filtration Plant 
(RSFP) and another 15,000 GPH 
RSFP is under execution. He 
further said that the project is 
expected to be completed within 
the current financial year.

On the issue of shortage of 
water tankers in Ramban, the 
Minister informed that water 
supply in water-stressed areas 
is presently being supplemented 
through two hired water tank-
ers, which are being deployed in 
Batote Town and Ramban-Maitra 
Town as per requirement.

J&K Bank drives green mobility 
initiative at IIM Jammu under CSR

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Strengthening 
its commitment to youth-
focused development and 
environmental sustainabil-
ity, J&K Bank Wednesday 
supported the launch of  a 
green mobility initiative 
at the Indian Institute of  
Management (IIM) Jammu 
under its Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) Pro-
gramme. As part of  the 
initiative, 71 bicycles, 
along with dedicated cycle 
stands, were flagged off  
at the Institute’s Jagti 
Campus.

Bank's MD & CEO Ami-
tava Chatterjee flagged off  
the bicycles in the presence 
of  Director IIM Jammu 
Prof  B.S. Sahay and the 
Bank’s GM & Divisional 
Head (Jammu) Ashok 
Gupta. Also present on the 
occasion were Prof  (Dr) 
Shakti Gupta; Dean Aca-
demics Prof  Nitin Upadhy-
ay; Chairperson Centre for 
Entrepreneurship, Innova-
tion and Skill Development 
Dr Muqbil Burhan; Chair-
person Student Affairs 
Prof  (Dr) Brigadier Neeraj 
Soni; and Chairperson 
Anandam Prof  Shyam 
Narayan Lal, besides other 
faculty members, officers, 
staff  and students of  the 
Institute.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, MD & CEO Amitava 
Chatterjee said, “Educa-
tional institutions shape not 

only knowledge but also the 
habits, values and choices 
of future generations. When 
students experience sustain-
ability as part of  their every-
day campus life, it becomes 
a value they carry into the 
organisations and commu-
nities they go on to lead. 
This initiative is, therefore, 
an investment not merely 
in mobility infrastructure, 
but in healthier living, envi-
ronmental awareness and 
responsible leadership.”

“At J&K Bank, our CSR 
approach is guided by the 
enduring impact that an 
intervention can create. 
Our partnership with IIM 
Jammu brings together 
two institutions committed 
to shaping a better future - 
one through education and 
leadership development, 
and the other through 
responsible financial and 
social engagement. We are 
pleased to support an ini-
tiative that places young 

people at the heart of  cli-
mate-conscious change,” 
he added.

Earlier, Director IIM 
Jammu Prof  B.S. Sahay 
welcomed and felicitated 
MD & CEO Amitava Chat-
terjee and the Bank’s rep-
resentatives. Acknowledg-
ing the Bank’s support 
under its CSR Programme, 
he appreciated its contri-
bution towards strength-
ening sustainable mobil-
ity infrastructure at the 
Institute and promoting 
healthy and environmen-
tally responsible practices 
among students.

The initiative seeks to 
encourage students to 
adopt clean, healthy and 
non-motorised transporta-
tion for movement within 
the campus. The dedicated 
cycle stands will provide 
organised parking facili-
ties and support the proper 
upkeep and sustained use 
of  the bicycles.

Govt takes note of premature apple fruit 
fall in Shopian; orders probe: Javid Dar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The govern-
ment has taken serious 
cognizance of  premature 
and extraordinary fruit fall 
reported in apple orchards of  
Zainapora and other areas of  
Shopian district and certain 
areas of  Anantnag district.

This was stated by Minis-
ter for Agriculture Produc-
tion, Javid Ahmad Dar, while 
replying to a Calling Atten-
tion Notice raised by MLA 
Showkat Hussain Ganai 
regarding premature fruit 
fall in orchards of Zainapora.

The Minister said the 
issue has caused substan-
tial losses and hardship to 
fruit growers. He informed 
that a Joint Enquiry Com-
mittee comprising Director 
Horticulture Kashmir and 
Director Law Enforcement, 
J&K, has been constituted to 
examine the matter from sci-
entific, regulatory, enforce-
ment and crop-damage per-
spectives. The Committee 
submitted its status report 
to the government on Sep-
tember 21, 2026 while the 
complete report is awaited.

As part of  the scien-
tific investigation, Javid 
Dar said multidisciplinary 
teams from Sher-e-Kashmir 
University of  Agricultural 
Sciences and Technology of  
Kashmir (SKUAST-K) con-
ducted field inspections in 
the affected areas on June 

18, June 29 and July 3, 2026. 
During the inspections, 37 
villages and 61 farmers/
orchards were surveyed and 
premature fruit drop was 
observed in all 61 orchards. 
Of  these, 20 growers had 
reportedly used the fungi-
cide marketed as “Super 
M-45” alone while 41 had 
used it in combination with 
other agro-chemicals.

The Minister said the 
extent of  fruit fall in sev-
eral orchards increased 
progressively from around 
30 percent during the ini-
tial inspection to nearly 70 
percent during the second 
visit and close to 90 percent 
in certain cases during the 
third visit. Simultaneously, 
the Law Enforcement Wing 
of  the Agriculture Depart-
ment undertook verifica-
tion of  the manufacture, 
distribution and sale of  the 
product. Twelve licensed 
dealers dealing with Batch 
No. SP-1902 were identified 
while 238 kilograms of  the 
said batch were seized in 
District Shopian.

The enquiry, he said, has 

revealed serious discrepan-
cies concerning regulatory 
particulars and provenance 
of  the batch. Discrepancies 
were noticed in the QR code, 
registration number, manu-
facturing licence particulars, 
approved label, manufactur-
ing date and Certificate of  
Analysis (COA).

Javid Dar informed the 
House that the QR code print-
ed on the package reportedly 
corresponded to a different 
registered entity besides dis-
crepancies in manufacturing 
licence particulars and other 
regulatory documents.

“Legal and police action 
has already been initiated. 
Proceedings under the 
Insecticides Act, 1968 and 
the Insecticides Rules, 1971 
are underway in connection 
with the alleged misbrand-
ing. In view of  discrepan-
cies relating the identity of  
the manufacturer, registra-
tion, licence, label and other 
regulatory particulars, the 
matter was also referred for 
police investigation. Accord-
ingly, FIR No. 0200 dated 
September 23, 2026 has been 
registered at Police Station 
Shopian against the suspect-
ed persons. The investiga-
tion will establish the actual 
source of  manufacture and 
packaging of  the batch, 
trace its supply chain and 
determine responsibility in 
accordance with law,” said 
the Minister.

Tanvir Sadiq congratulates Speaker 
on successful NeVA rollout

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: MLA Zadibal Tanvir 
Sadiq on Wednesday congratulat-
ed Speaker, Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly, Abdul Rahim 
Rather and the Assembly Secretar-
iat for the successful introduction 
of the National e-Vidhan Applica-
tion (NeVA) during the Autumn 
Session of the House.

Speaking on the concluding 
day of the Autumn Session, Tanvir 
Sadiq appreciated the efforts of the 
Speaker and the Assembly Secre-
tariat in successfully introducing 
the digital platform for legislative 
business, describing the initiative as 
an important step towards making 
the functioning of the House more 
accessible and technology-driven.

He said the successful imple-

mentation of NeVA would facili-
tate the availability of legislative 
business, questions and replies on 
a single digital platform, enabling 
members and other stakeholders 
to access relevant information 
more conveniently.

Sadiq expressed his apprecia-
tion to Speaker JKLA Abdul Rahim 
Rather for taking the initiative 
forward and also placed on record 
his gratitude to the J&K Legislative 
Assembly Secretariat and all offi-
cials involved in the implementa-
tion of the project.

He said that it is a significant 
step towards digitising the func-
tioning of the House. The avail-
ability of questions, replies and 
other legislative business on the 
platform will make the proceedings 
more accessible and transparent.

Adequate measures in place to strengthen 

water sources in Banihal: Min Rana

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister 
for Jal Shakti, Javed 
Ahmed Rana, Wednesday 
informed the Legisla-
tive Assembly that water 
supply infrastructure in 
the Banihal-Gool constit-
uency is being restored 
and augmented through 
sustained measures to 
address the drinking 
water shortage in the 
affected areas. He stated 
this while responding to a 
Calling Attention Notice 
moved by MLA Banihal  
Sajad Shaheen, regarding 
acute shortage of  drinking 
water in Sumar, Thachi, 
Manjit, Chajloo, Ramsoo, 
Tajnihal and several other 
habitations of  the constit-
uency.

The Minister informed 
the House that flash floods 

during August-September 
2025 had damaged several 
water supply schemes in 
the Banihal-Gool constitu-
ency. “The damaged infra-
structure was temporarily 
restored to maintain con-
tinuity of  water supply 
while works for perma-
nent restoration have been 
allotted under the SASCI 
and are presently under 
progress,” added the Min-
ister.

He said that measures 
are also being taken to 
identify and develop 
alternative water sources 
in the affected and water-
stressed areas.  Deep drill-
ing of  borewells has been 
proposed/taken up at 
Luru for Ramsoo, Khar-
wan and Dhak habita-
tions; Runigam for WSS 
Dhanmasta; Luru Alloos 
for Dhanmasta area and 

Tajnihal for the Tajni-
hal area. He said that the 
required works have been 
included in the SASCI pool 
of  projects, with prepara-
tion of  Detailed Project 
Reports (DPRs) currently 
in progress.

The Minister stated that 
augmentation of  Banihal 
Town water supply has 
also been proposed under 
the SASCI pool, for which 
the DPR is being prepared.

Regarding Ahma Kawa-
lin habitation under WSS 
Dardahi Sujmanta, Javed 
Rana said that the exist-
ing water source has been 
depleted. He informed 
that an alternate source 
has been proposed to be 
tapped under the perma-
nent restoration works 
being undertaken through 
SASCI, with the work pres-
ently in progress.

Young Srinagar brothers win praise for 

promoting Kashmir’s heritage brands
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A young 
entrepreneurial initiative 
from Srinagar has drawn 
appreciation at the two-day 
event held on the 29th and 
30th of  the month, with 
Nasreen Kashmir Com-
pany winning accolades 
for showcasing a range of  
traditional and premium 
Kashmiri products.War & 
Conflict

Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah and SKUAST-
Kashmir Vice Chancellor 
Prof. Nazir Ahmad Ganai 
were among those who 
appreciated the products 
displayed by the company 
during the event.

At the centre of  the 
initiative are two young 
brothers from Srinagar, 
Tufail Shah and Adnan 
Shah, who have taken 
up the task of  promoting 
Kashmir’s rich product 
heritage while giving tra-
ditional brands a contem-
porary platform.

The brothers have been 
promoting Kashmiri saf-

fron, the world-famous rice 
varieties Mushk Budij and 
Kanagich, besides Shilajit, 
gummies and other rare 
and distinctive products 
associated with Kashmir.

Hailing from Nowpo-
ra, Srinagar, the broth-
ers belong to a business 
family and are carrying 
forward a legacy estab-
lished by their grandfa-
ther, Ahadullah Shah. 
Their initiative reflects 
an effort to blend the fam-
ily’s traditional business 
values with the aspira-
tions of  a new generation 
of  entrepreneurs.

The appreciation 

received at the event has 
provided further encour-
agement to the young 
entrepreneurs, who are 
working to take Kashmiri 
products beyond local mar-
kets and present the Val-
ley’s distinctive agricultur-
al and traditional offerings 
to a wider audience.

Their journey also 
highlights how young 
Kashmiris are increas-
ingly looking towards 
entrepreneurship to pre-
serve traditional products, 
build brands around local 
identity and create new 
opportunities for the next 
generation

Javid Dar lays CAG Reports in Assembly
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Agriculture Production 
Department,  Javid Ahmad 
Dar Wednesday laid on the 
Table of  the Legislative 
Assembly two Reports of  the 
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-

eral of  India (CAG), on behalf  
of  Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah, for periods ended 
March 2023 and March 2024.

The Reports laid before 
the House include the 
Report of  the Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General of  
India for the period ended 

March 2023 (Report No. 03 
of  2026, Composite Audit 
Report–Civil and PSEs) and 
the Report of  the Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General of  
India for the period ended 
March 2024 (Report No. 04 
of  2026, Composite Audit 
Report–Civil).
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Regulate, Don’t Let 
Self-Styled News 
Portals Run Wild

T
he mushrooming of 
self-styled social-
media news portals in 
Jammu and Kashmir 
has become a serious 

challenge to the credibility of 
journalism itself.
A mobile phone, a Facebook page, 
a YouTube channel and a few sen-
sational headlines are increasingly 
being presented as a substitute for 
a newsroom. The result is a digital 
environment in which the distinc-
tion between a trained journalist, a 
legitimate news organisation and an 
anonymous social-media operator 
is becoming dangerously blurred.
The Jammu and Kashmir Legisla-
tive Assembly has now taken note 
of this growing problem, with 
members raising concerns over 
unregulated digital platforms. 
The government has announced 
that a new Media Policy is being 
prepared, with fresh guidelines 
for journalists and digital media 
expected within four months.
This reform is overdue. The issue is 
not the existence of social media. Nor 
is it the entry of young people into 
digital journalism. Technology has 
unquestionably expanded access to 
information and created new oppor-
tunities for genuine journalists.

Can Artificial Intelligence Humanise Education?

DR. BROTATI CHAKRABORTY 

DR. PRASANTA GAYEN

W
hat happens when the 
machine that knows 
everything begins to 
enter the classroom, but 
the teacher has less time 

to know the child? This is the paradox 
at the heart of  the artificial intelligence 
revolution in education. AI can explain 
a difficult concept in seconds, generate 
an essay, translate a lesson, personalise 
learning materials and provide instant 
feedback. It can analyse patterns in student 
performance that might take a teacher 
hours to identify. Yet education has never 
been simply about delivering information. 
A machine can produce an answer, but 
can it recognise the silence of  a student 
who has lost confidence? It can identify 
declining academic performance, but can 
it understand whether the cause is anxiety, 
family pressure, poverty or loneliness?

 The central question, therefore, is no 
longer whether AI will enter the classroom 
- it already has. The real question is whether, 
in our rush to make education smarter, 
faster and more efficient, we risk making 
it less human. Used wisely, AI could give 
teachers something education systems 
have long struggled to provide: more time 
to listen, mentor, encourage and connect. 
Used carelessly, however, it could turn 
the classroom into a data-driven space 
where efficiency replaces empathy and 
personalisation is mistaken for genuine 
human attention.

The most constructive way to understand 
AI in education is not as a replacement for 
teachers but as a tool for augmenting human 
capability. Teachers devote enormous time to 
routine tasks such as preparing instructional 
materials, creating worksheets, generating 
assessments, organising information and 
compiling reports. AI can potentially 
reduce some of  this workload, allowing 
educators to spend more time on discussion, 
mentoring, collaborative learning and 
individual support. It can also help students 
receive explanations according to their 
learning needs and provide additional 
opportunities for practice. But technological 
personalisation should not be confused with 
genuine individual attention. Students are 

not simply collections of  marks, behavioural 
patterns and learning preferences. 

A student who repeatedly submits 
assignments late may appear academically 
disengaged, while the actual reason may be 
family responsibilities, financial difficulties, 
emotional pressure or a lack of  confidence. 
An algorithm can identify a pattern; a 
teacher must understand its context. AI may 
tell us what a student has done, but a teacher 
often has to discover why. This distinction 
will become increasingly important as 
educational institutions collect more student 
data and depend more heavily on automated 
systems. The purpose of  technology should 
therefore be to strengthen the teacher-
student relationship, not to make that 
relationship unnecessary.

Generative AI is also forcing education 
to confront an uncomfortable question: if  
a machine can produce the answer, what 
exactly should the student be learning? 
Consider a familiar Indian classroom. A 
Class VIII teacher in a government school 
asks students to write a short paragraph 
in English on “My Village.” A student who 
struggles with English uses an AI-enabled 
tool to produce a polished paragraph. If  the 
teacher simply marks the submission, the 
exercise may measure the student's access 
to technology rather than the student's 
language ability. But imagine the teacher 
using that same AI-generated paragraph 
differently: asking the student to read it 
aloud, identify unfamiliar words, explain 
the ideas in Bengali or Hindi, rewrite two 
sentences in their own words and describe 
their actual village to the class. Suddenly, 
AI is no longer doing the learning for the 

student; it is becoming a starting point for 
learning. This small example captures the 
larger challenge. 

Students must learn not only how to use 
AI, but how to question, verify, adapt and 
improve what AI produces. Instead of  simply 
asking learners to write essays, teachers can 
ask them to examine AI-generated responses, 
identify factual weaknesses, verify evidence 
and develop stronger arguments. For India, 
this approach is particularly important 
because classrooms differ enormously 
in language, geography, socioeconomic 
conditions, digital access and institutional 
resources. AI can support multilingual 
education, learners with disabilities and 
students requiring additional academic 
assistance, but technological progress 
without digital inclusion could deepen 
existing inequalities. The AI classroom 
must therefore be accompanied by teacher 
training, equitable access, data protection 
and ethical safeguards.

The arrival of  AI does not make the teacher 
less important; paradoxically, it makes the 
teacher more important. When information 
becomes abundant, the educator's value lies 
less in possessing information and more in 
helping students interpret, question and 
apply it. Teachers will increasingly need 
to become facilitators, mentors, designers 
of  learning experiences and ethical guides. 
They will also need to know when not to use 
AI. Not every educational problem requires 
a technological solution. Sometimes a 
student needs a conversation rather than 
a chatbot, encouragement rather than 
automated feedback, or a classroom debate 
rather than another digital activity. 

The future classroom will undoubtedly 
contain more AI, but the real measure 
of  progress should not be the number 
of  algorithms installed in schools and 
universities. It should be whether students 
emerge more curious, more critical, more 
compassionate and more capable of  thinking 
independently. AI can make education more 
personalised, efficient and accessible, but it 
cannot decide what kind of  human beings 
education should help us become. That 
responsibility remains ours. The future 
should therefore not be framed as AI versus 
the teacher, but as AI in the service of  the 
teacher and technology in the service of  
the learner. If  education is ultimately about 
preparing human beings to understand the 
world and one another, then the greatest 
success of  artificial intelligence may not 
be teaching machines to behave more like 
humans. It may be giving human teachers 
more time to do what machines cannot: see 
the person behind the performance, hear 
the voice behind the answer and inspire the 
human being behind the student.

Dr. Brotati Chakraborty, Assistant 
Professor & Head of  the Department, 
Department of  Education, School of  

Education, Adamas University

Dr. Prasanta Gayen, Assistant Professor, 
Department of  Education, School of  

Education, Adamas University

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF OLDER PERSONS

Remembering The Generation That 

Taught Us Meaning Of Life

SHOIAB MOHMMAD BHAT

E
very year,  the 
International Day of  
Older Persons reminds 
us of  something simple 
yet deeply important: 

we must respect and care for our 
older persons. They may be our 
fathers, mothers, grandfathers, 
g randmothers,  relat ives, 
neighbours or other elderly people 
in our society and locality. Their 
presence carries experiences, 
memories and lessons that cannot 
always be found in books or on the 
internet.

Whenever I get the opportunity 
to meet or interact with an older 
person, I experience a different 
kind of  feeling. Their conversations 
often make me curious to know 
more about how they lived their 
lives, how they faced difficulties 
and how they managed their 
families and relationships. There 
is an innocence in many of  their 
stories, a simplicity in their words 
and a purity in the way they 
remember the past. They belong 
to a generation that lived without 
the internet, smartphones and the 
rush of  today's life. Their world 
was different. Communication was 
slower, families were often closer, 
and spending time together was a 
natural part of  everyday life.

Many of  them grew up in joint 
families where grandparents, 
uncles, aunts, parents and children 
lived under the same roof. Family 
members shared responsibilities, 
meals, celebrations, difficulties 
and happiness. Children grew up 
surrounded by elders, listening 
to their stories and learning from 
their experiences. Today, the 

picture has changed considerably. 
Nuclear families have become 
common. People are busy with 
work, education, social media and 
other responsibilities. Even when 
family members live together, 
everyone can sometimes be 
occupied with their own screens 
and schedules. A person may sit 
in the same room with their family 
and still be connected more to the 
digital world than to the people 
around them.

This is why the International 
Day of  Older Persons gives us 
an opportunity to pause and 
think about what we may be 
losing. For me, this day also 
brings back memories of  my own 
grandparents. I remember my 
maternal grandmother giving me 
₹100 or ₹500 secretly and saying, 
“Kisi ko batana nahi.” At that 
age, perhaps I did not understand 
the value of  that moment. Today, 
when I look back, I realise that 
those small gestures were much 
more than money. They were 
expressions of  love. They were 
memories. They were blessings.

Our grandparents and elders 
often gave without expecting 
anything in return. Their 
intentions were simple. Their 
happiness was often connected to 
seeing children and grandchildren 
happy. A small gift, a prayer, a piece 
of  advice, a story or simply a hand 
placed on our head could carry a 
meaning that we understand much 
better as we grow older. Perhaps 
this is why older persons are 
treasures for families and society.

They have witnessed different 
stages of  life. They have seen 
changes in technology, education, 
transportation, family structures 
and social relationships. Many 
have lived through periods when 
resources were limited and life 
demanded greater patience and 
cooperation. Their experiences 
can teach younger generations 
about resilience, relationships, 
responsibility and gratitude. We 

often talk about learning from 
books, teachers and the internet. 
However, there is another source 
of  knowledge standing quietly 
around us: our elders.

Ask an older person about their 
childhood and you may hear a 
story about a completely different 
Kashmir. Ask them about festivals, 
weddings, village life, traditional 
food, agriculture, crafts, family 
customs or childhood games, and 
they may open a window into a 
past that younger generations 
have never experienced. These 
conversations are valuable because 
memories disappear when they are 
not shared. An elderly person may 
remember how people helped each 
other during difficult times, how 
neighbours knew one another, 
how children played outdoors for 
hours and how families gathered 
together without needing a digital 
invitation. They may remember 
names, places and traditions that 
are slowly disappearing from 
everyday life.

We should listen to them. 
Listening is also a form of  respect. 
Sometimes older persons do not 
need expensive gifts. They may 
simply need someone to sit with 
them, ask how they are doing, 

listen to their stories or spend 
some time drinking tea together. 
A short conversation can make 
someone feel remembered and 
valued. As society changes, the 
responsibilities of  families also 
change. Children and adults have 
education, employment and other 
commitments. However, being 
busy should not mean becoming 
emotionally distant from our 
elders. Caring for them is not 
merely a responsibility; it is also 
an expression of  gratitude for 
everything they contributed to our 
families. The people who once held 
our hands when we were learning 
to walk may one day need us to 
hold their hands. The people who 
stayed awake when we were sick 
may one day need us to stay beside 
them. The people who celebrated 
our smallest achievements may 
need us to celebrate their presence.

This is where dignity becomes 
important. Older persons should 
not be treated as a burden. 
They deserve respect in family 
decisions, access to healthcare, 
emotional support, safety and 
the freedom to live with dignity. 
We should also remember that 
not every elderly person has 
a family around them. Some 

live alone. Some have lost their 
spouses. Some may have limited 
financial resources. Some may 
experience loneliness even while 
living among people. Therefore, 
our responsibility extends beyond 
our own homes. We can check 
on an elderly neighbour, help 
someone cross the road, assist an 
older person with a task, speak 
respectfully or simply ask whether 
they need anything.

Small acts of  care can have a 
lasting impact. The International 
Day of  Older Persons is therefore 
more than a date on the calendar. 
It is a reminder to look around 
us and recognise the people 
who helped build the families 
and communities we live in 
today. If  you have old parents, 
grandparents or other elderly 
persons in your family, respect 
them. Care for them. Listen to 
them. Spend time with them. 
Do not wait for a special day to 
remind them that they matter. 
Perhaps they are among the last 
generations who experienced a 
slower, simpler and more closely 
connected way of  life. Their 
stories carry memories of  a 
world that is changing rapidly.

One day, we may miss their 
voices. We may wish we had asked 
more questions. We may want to 
hear that same old story again. 
But they may no longer be there 
to tell it. So, while we still have 
the opportunity, let us sit with 
them, listen to them and learn 
from them. Let us give them the 
dignity, affection and respect they 
deserve. Because our elders are 
not simply people from our past. 
They are living memories of  our 
families, our communities and our 
changing society. And sometimes, 
the greatest treasures in our lives 
are the people we realise the value 
of  only when we look back.

Author holds a master’s in 
Gender Studies. He can be mailed 

at shoiabhat2018@gmail.com

Yet education has 
never been simply 
about delivering 

information. A machine 
can produce an answer, 
but can it recognise the 
silence of  a student who 
has lost confidence? It 
can identify declining 
academic performance, 
but can it understand 
whether the cause is 
anxiety, family pressure, 
poverty or loneliness?
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Social Media And Information Warfare
New Challenge To India's National Security

Harud: A Season Of Harvest And Beauty

DR. SATYAVAN SAURABH

T
oday, social media has 
become a vital part of  our 
lives. Through Facebook, 
X, Instagram, YouTube, 
WhatsApp, and other digi-

tal platforms, people access informa-
tion about the country and the world 
in seconds. Social media has made 
the exchange of  information easier, 
but it has also brought with it some 
serious challenges. Information can 
now be used not only to inform people 
but also to influence their thoughts 
and emotions. This is why informa-
tion warfare has become a crucial 
national security issue.

Information warfare refers to 
the use of  information to influence 
people's thoughts, feelings, beliefs, 
and decisions. This can include 
false news, incomplete information, 
linking old photos or videos to new 
events, presenting true information 
in a false context, and persistently 
conveying a specific message. The 
goal isn't always to damage a building 
or military base. It's often to create 
confusion, fear, anger, or distrust.

Social media has significantly 
accelerated information warfare. 
Previously, widespread dissemina-
tion of  propaganda required news-
papers, radio, television, or other 
media. Today, a video created on a 
mobile phone can reach thousands or 
even millions of  people in a matter of  
minutes. People often forward mes-
sages without verifying their verac-
ity, making it difficult to prevent mis-
information.

This challenge becomes even more 
significant in a large and diverse 
country like India. India is home to 
people of  different religions, castes, 
languages, and regions. If  false or 
inflammatory information about a 

community spreads on social media, 
it can have a negative impact on soci-
ety. A small local incident can be mis-
represented and given a religious or 
communal spin. This can increase 
distrust and worsen law and order.

The impact of  rumors on social 
media can sometimes be very seri-
ous. False accusations against indi-
viduals, spreading false narratives 
against a community, or presenting 
a false picture of  an incident can 
inflame mob sentiment. In such situ-
ations, the police and administration 
suddenly face a significant challenge. 
Therefore, it is crucial to quickly pro-
vide accurate and authoritative infor-
mation during sensitive incidents.

Deepfakes are a new form of  
information warfare. Artificial intel-
ligence can be used to create fake 
videos by altering a person's face and 
voice. At first glance, these videos 
may appear real to the viewer. If  a 
false video is circulated in the name 
of  a politician, official, military offi-
cer, or other famous figure, it can 
create confusion. Such content can 
be especially harmful during elec-
tions, wars, terrorist incidents, or 
major crises.

The challenge of  information war-
fare becomes even more serious in 
the military domain. During a mili-

tary operation, false information can 
be spread regarding troop positions, 
movements, weapons, or casualties. 
Old war videos can be passed off  as 
current events. Fake military videos 
or false statements can be presented 
as real, in an attempt to influence 
public morale. Therefore, special 
caution is required when sharing 
security-related information.

Information warfare isn't just 
about events within India. Social 
media can also be used international-
ly to influence a country's image and 
policies. Various organizations or for-
eign networks can manipulate events 
to suit their own interests. Influenc-
ing international public opinion can 
be done by continuously spreading 
specific information on border dis-
putes, terrorism, Kashmir, internal 
unrest, and other sensitive topics.

Bots and fake accounts are also a 
significant challenge on social media. 
While the average person may believe 
a large number of  people share the 
same opinion on an issue, many 
accounts may actually be run by the 
same group. Repeated sharing of  the 
same message may be used to make 
it appear popular. This makes it dif-
ficult to distinguish between genuine 
public opinion and an artificially cre-
ated online environment.

Misinformation can also become 
a serious problem during natural 
disasters, epidemics, or other major 
crises. If  misinformation spreads 
about a flood, earthquake, or other 
disaster in an area, people may go to 
the wrong place or miss out on neces-
sary assistance. Similarly, misinfor-
mation about health can influence 
people's behavior. Therefore, reli-
able information systems are crucial 
during times of  crisis.

India must strengthen both its 
technological and institutional 
capacities to address this challenge. 
The use of  modern technology should 
be increased to identify fake news, 

deepfakes, and bot networks. Arti-
ficial intelligence can help identify 
suspicious content, but final verifica-
tion by experts is essential. Improved 
coordination between government 
departments is also essential to 
ensure accurate information reaches 
the public quickly during a crisis.

Governments, as well as social 
media companies, have a responsibil-
ity. They must develop effective sys-
tems to identify fake accounts, coor-
dinated misinformation, and danger-
ous fake content. It is also important 
to strike a balance between combat-
ing misinformation while respecting 
freedom of  expression and citizens' 
rights.

The role of  the common citizen is 
crucial in this entire process. One 
should not immediately believe any 
image, video, or message. Especially 
with content related to religious, 
political, military, and community 
topics, one should verify its source 
before forwarding. If  any information 
is in doubt, the safest course of  action 
is to not share it.

It is also essential to promote dig-
ital and media literacy in schools 
and universities. Children and 
young people should be taught that 
not all information available on the 
internet is accurate. They should be 
given basic knowledge about source 
verification, identifying images and 
videos, and understanding fake 
news.

Ultimately, information warfare 
isn't just a problem for the govern-
ment, the military, or cybersecurity 
agencies. It's a challenge for the entire 
society. In modern times, national 
security isn't determined solely by 
borders and military power, but also 
by public trust, social cohesion, and 
access to accurate information. Tech-
nological capabilities, fast and reli-
able government communications, 
robust cybersecurity, responsible 
social media, and informed citizens 
can together make India more secure 
from the challenges of  information 
warfare.

(Dr. Satyawan Saurabh, PhD 
(Political Science), is a poet and 

social thinker.)

MUDASIR KOUL

T
here is a distinct change in 
the character of  Kashmir 
as autumn approaches. 
The mornings become 
cooler, the light softer and 

the green of  summer gradually gives 
way to shades of  yellow, orange and 
red. The chinar leaves begin to change 
colour and, one after another, fall to 
the ground. Village paths, gardens and 
roadsides are covered with them. This 
is Harud, the Kashmiri autumn. For a 
visitor, Harud may simply be another 
beautiful season in the Valley. For 
Kashmiris, however, it carries mem-
ories and emotions that are difficult 
to separate from everyday life. It is 
associated with the harvest, orchards, 
changing weather, preparations for 
winter and the familiar landscapes in 
which generations have grown up.

Harud generally begins around 
September and continues through 
October and November. The warmth 
of  summer slowly recedes, and morn-
ings and evenings become colder. The 
change is most clearly visible in the 
trees. The chinar, or booune, begins 
to transform, its green leaves gradu-
ally turning There is a quiet beauty 
in watching the chinar shed its leaves. 
It is also a reminder of  the passage of  
time. What is green today will change 
tomorrow. Perhaps this is one reason 
autumn has found such a strong place 
in Kashmiri poetry, folklore and every-
day thought.

Harud is not only about the beauty 
of  nature. It is also a season of  work. 
For Kashmir's farming and horti-
cultural communities, autumn is 
the period when the labour of  many 
months begins to bear fruit. Paddy 
fields mature, apples are harvested, 
walnuts are collected and saffron cul-
tivation enters an important phase in 
areas where it is grown. For farmers, 
therefore, Harud is a period of  con-
siderable activity. The success of  the 
harvest can have a direct bearing on 
the livelihood of  families. An old Kash-
miri saying, “Sountas na keneras, te 
Harudas na neeles,” reflects the agri-
cultural wisdom of  earlier genera-
tions. It reminds us that every season 
has its own task and that work has to 
be done at the right time. The wisdom 
contained in such sayings goes beyond 

agriculture. Life too has its seasons. 
There is a time to prepare, a time to 
work and a time to reap the results of  
one's efforts. In this sense, Harud car-
ries a lesson about patience, timing 
and perseverance.

For many Kashmiris, autumn is also 
a season of  memories. Ask someone 
about Harud, and they may recall the 
smell of  freshly harvested paddy, col-
lecting walnuts with family members, 
carrying apples from an orchard or 
sitting indoors on a cold evening as 
winter approached. Traditional food 
practices are also closely linked with 
this period. Vegetables are cut, dried 
and stored for the winter months. 
Hōkhyin, or dried vegetables, remains 
an important part of  Kashmiri food 
culture. These practices reflect a time 
when people organised much of  their 
lives according to the rhythm of  nature 
and prepared well in advance for the 
harsh winter.

The chinar occupies a special place 
in all of  this. During summer, its broad 
canopy provides shade. In autumn, it 
becomes a symbol of  the season itself. 
Its changing leaves have inspired 

poets, writers and artists for genera-
tions. Kashmiri literature has always 
maintained a close relationship with 
nature. Mountains, rivers, trees, flow-
ers and changing seasons often appear 
not merely as elements of  the land-
scape but as ways of  expressing human 
emotions. Autumn, with its combina-
tion of  beauty and decline, naturally 
evokes thoughts of  separation, long-
ing, ageing and the passing of  time. 
Kashmiri kahawats also preserve the 
observations of  earlier generations. 
Many of  these sayings emerged from 
agriculture, weather, family life and 
the natural environment. They are 
short expressions but often contain 
the experience of  generations. Keep-
ing them alive is therefore also a way 
of  preserving Kashmir's oral heritage.

The beauty of  Harud is not limited 
to the well-known tourist destinations. 
Srinagar's Mughal gardens become 
particularly attractive as the chinars 
change colour. Dal Lake takes on a 
quieter appearance under the cooler 
autumn sky, while Pahalgam and 
Gulmarg acquire their own autumn 
shades.Yet some of  the most mean-

ingful scenes of  Harud can be found 
away from tourist centres. They are 
visible on village roads, in orchards 
and beside harvested fields. An elderly 
man sitting in the afternoon sun, chil-
dren walking beneath falling leaves or 
farmers gathering the last produce of  
the season may capture the character 
of  Kashmiri autumn better than any 
postcard.

However, the Harud experienced 
today is not entirely the same as the 
one remembered by previous genera-
tions. Kashmir's environmental and 
climatic conditions are changing. 
Variations in temperature and rain-
fall can affect agriculture and horti-
culture, including the timing of  flower-
ing, fruit development and harvesting. 
Environmental pressures are another 
concern. Pollution, loss of  green 
spaces, unplanned development and 
the degradation of  natural habitats 
can gradually alter the landscapes that 
give Harud its character. Protecting 
the natural environment is therefore 
not only an ecological responsibility; 
it is also a way of  protecting Kashmir's 
cultural landscape. Preserving Harud 

means preserving more than the 
chinar trees and autumn scenery. It 
means preserving the traditions, agri-
cultural knowledge, food practices, 
kahawats, poetry and stories associ-
ated with the season.

This becomes particularly impor-
tant as the younger generation grows 
increasingly distant from some tradi-
tional practices. Much of  the knowl-
edge that was once passed naturally 
from grandparents to children can dis-
appear if  it is not recorded, practised or 
spoken about. Modernisation is inevi-
table, but it need not mean losing the 
cultural memory of  the past. Harud 
arrives quietly. There is no particu-
lar morning when Kashmir suddenly 
becomes autumn. The change takes 
place gradually. One morning the air 
feels colder, a few leaves have changed 
colour and the fields look different. 
Before long, the entire landscape has 
taken on another character. Perhaps 
this gradual transformation is one of  
the lessons of  Harud. Change does not 
always announce itself. Sometimes it 
happens slowly, almost unnoticed, one 
leaf  at a time.

The falling leaves, harvested fields 
and preparations for winter are all part 
of  the same natural cycle. The chinar 
sheds its leaves, passes through winter 
and returns to green again in spring. In 
that sense, Harud is not simply about 
an ending. It is also about continuity 
and renewal. For a visitor, autumn in 
Kashmir may be a season of  beauti-
ful landscapes and photographs. For a 
Kashmiri, it can carry something more 
personal, a village road, an orchard, a 
family gathering, a field after harvest 
or an evening cup of  kehwa.

That is what makes Harud difficult 
to describe in a few words. It is a season, 
but it is also a collection of  memories. 
It belongs to the landscape, but it also 
belongs to the people who have lived 
through its changing colours year after 
year. Harud comes every year. The chi-
nars change colour, the leaves fall, the 
harvest is gathered and winter eventu-
ally arrives. Yet every autumn carries 
something of  its own. Perhaps that is 
the quiet beauty of  Harud: the land-
scape changes, time moves forward, 
but the memories remain.

The author can be mailed at muda-
sirkoul786@gmail.com

Social media 
has signifi-
cantly accel-

erated information 
warfare. Previous-
ly, widespread dis-
semination of  pro-
paganda required 
newspapers, radio, 
television, or other 
media. Today, a 
video created on a 
mobile phone can 
reach thousands 
or even millions of  
people in a matter 
of  minutes.
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J&K To Draft
during the previous Budget Session 

2026 and MLAs across all political par-
ties, highlighted the issue of  dissemina-
tion of  misleading and false information 
by unregistered and unregulated Digital/
Social Media News Channels and the need 
to fix their accountability.

She added that as per the Government’s 
commitment to effectively address the issue, 
the Information Department is soon going 
to issue New Media Policy, 2026, wherein, 
besides Print Media, adequate provisions 
for registration and regulation of the Online 
News Media Platforms have been incorpo-
rated to ensure their accountability.

The Minister also said that as per the 
instructions given in House Committee on 
Govt. Assurances meeting recently, headed 
by Legislator Ali Mohammad Sagar, the Infor-
mation Department has been asked to come 
up with a comprehensive guideline/SOP, 
mandating maintaining of the detailed lists of  
all unregistered social media news handles in 
the districts by the respective District Admin-
istration and to file cases under the relevant 
provisions of the Information Technology 
Act, 2000, the Bharat Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 
2023 (earlier IPC)

She added that these new Laws contain 
explicit provisions to penalize and manage the 
spread of misinformation, fake news, and pro-
vocative content on social media platforms.

The Minister also informed that the J&K 
Home Department has also established the 
J&K Cyber Crime Coordination Centre 
(JK4C) as an independent organization 
under the overall superintendence and 
control of  the Director General of  Police, 
J&K, for coordinating, preventing, detect-
ing and investigating cybercrimes in the 
Union Territory of  Jammu & Kashmir.

She also informed the House that to keep 
a check on fake/ misleading News Items 
appearing in the Print/Electronic/Social 
Media, the Social Media Cell of  the Direc-
torate of  Information and Public Relations 
(DIPR), J&K regularly tracks and exam-
ines such news through its dedicated Cell 
for monitoring of  Fake/ Misleading News.

 “As soon as any news item which is found 
fake or misleading, the Rebuttal of  the same 
is issued through the Social Media handles 
of  the Department on real time basis. It is 
also ensured that the Rebuttal of  the Fake/ 
Misleading News items is issued for publi-
cation in the immediate next edition of  the 
Newspapers, besides uploading of  the same 
on the official website of  the DIPR to keep 
the public informed”, she said.

The Minister also informed that the pro-
posed J&K Media Policy, 2026, authorizes 
the DIPR to monitor content for fake news, 
plagiarism, and unethical/anti-national 
activities and to de-empanel the media 
house or withhold release of  any govern-
ment advertisement to such media entities. 
Besides, if  such entities are registered by the 
Press Registrar General of  India under the 
Press & Registration of  Periodicals Act of  
2023, their de-registration is recommended 
under the said Act, she added.

Legislators Altaf  Ahmad Wani (Kuloo), 
Tanvir Sadiq, Saifuddin Bhat, Nazir 
Ahamd Khan (Gurezi), Waheed ur Rehman 
Parra, R.S Pathania, Nizamuddin Bhat, 
Pawan Gupta and Justice (Retd) Hasnain 
Masoodi raised supplementaries.

J&K Assembly
expressed satisfaction over the overall 

conduct of  the House and appreciated the 
active participation of  members in raising 
issues of  public importance and constitu-
ency-specific concerns.

Rather said that he had made it clear 
from the very first day on assuming the 
Chair that he does not represent any par-
ticular political party and is committed to 
discharge his responsibilities impartially 
and in the larger interest of  the House.

He acknowledged the enthusiasm of  
members to raise issues concerning 
their constituencies and the people they 
represent, and complimented them for 
making maximum use of  the time avail-
able to them. He, however, appealed to the 
members to understand the limitations 
imposed by the duration of  the session.

The Speaker said that longer sessions 
would provide greater opportunity to mem-
bers to raise constituency-specific issues, 
seek answers from the government and 
deliberate upon matters of  public impor-
tance, besides easing the pressure on the 
Chair. He said that the members had been 
elected with great expectations from the 
people and appreciated their efforts to bring 
public concerns before the House rather 
than focusing on personal matters.

Rather reiterated that it was the respon-
sibility of  the Chair to provide every 
member a fair and reasonable opportunity 
to speak and participate in the proceed-
ings of  the House.

The Speaker also expressed apprecia-
tion for the contribution of  all those who 
had worked for the smooth and successful 
conduct of  the Session. He particularly 
acknowledged the efforts of  the Assem-
bly Secretariat staff  and said that their 

concerns and demands were under con-
sideration.

Deputy Chief  Minister Surinder Choud-
hary in his reflections said that the ses-
sion was relatively short and that both 
the Treasury Benches and the Opposition 
had made efforts to address the issues 
concerning the people. He said that the 
Assembly was an important institution 
and a legacy that all members were col-
lectively responsible for strengthening. He 
reiterated the government’s commitment 
to work for betterment of  the people and 
fulfilling the commitments made to them.

CPI(M) leader and MLA Mohammad 
Yousuf  Tarigam said that the challenging 
circumstances prevailing in Jammu and 
Kashmir placed greater responsibilities 
on all elected representatives. He thanked 
the media for its role in covering the pro-
ceedings and stressed the importance of  
objective and responsible reporting.

MLA Pawan Kumar Gupta said that the 
short duration of  the session had limited 
the opportunity for members to discuss 
various issues confronting the people. He 
called for longer sessions to provide ade-
quate time to all MLAs to raise constitu-
ency-specific matters and to enable more 
questions to be taken up during Question 
Hour.

MLA Iftikhar Ahmed expressed appre-
ciation for the Assembly Secretariat for its 
efforts in ensuring the smooth conduct of  
the proceedings and praised the Speaker 
for his conduct and wisdom in handling 
the House. He said that the primary objec-
tive of  the Assembly was to provide a plat-
form for raising and addressing the issues 
of  the people.

MLA Syed Aga Muntazir Mehdi also 
appreciated the Speaker for the manner 
in which he conducted the proceedings 
and thanked the Assembly Secretariat and 
its staff  for their efforts in facilitating the 
smooth functioning of  the House.

MLA Tanvir Sadiq appreciated the 
Speaker for his presence of  mind and the 
manner in which he steered the proceed-
ings of  the House.

The members, while concluding their 
remarks, expressed hope that future ses-
sions would provide greater opportunities 
for detailed deliberations on public issues 
and strengthen the role of  the Legislature 
in addressing the concerns of  the people.

Pashmina Artisans
of  production, from refining raw fibre to 

intricate embroidery. He said that empow-
ering women artisan’s safeguards heritage 
and strengthens the confidence of  future 
generations.

“Women artisans are not merely par-
ticipants in this tradition but they are 
its silent creators, its custodians and its 
heartbeat,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor recalled the 
success of  earlier editions of  the awards 
in 2023 and 2025, describing them as rays 
of  hope for the artisan community. He 
underlined that this year’s awards mark a 
historic milestone, dedicated especially to 
women artisans whose artistry has given 
Kashmir’s Pashmina its global prestige.

The Lieutenant Governor assured arti-
sans of  the Government of  India’s com-
mitment in four key areas including fair 
remuneration and protection of  Geograph-
ical Indication (GI) tags. Access to global 
markets through e-commerce, exhibitions, 
and digital platforms. Skill development 
and welfare, including healthcare, social 
security, and modern design training 
and financial inclusion through schemes 
like MUDRA, Credit Card Scheme and 
Karkhandar training initiatives.

He noted that the handloom and handi-
crafts sector currently provides economic 
security to 460,000 artisans and their fami-
lies in the Union Territory, with 18 crafts 
granted GI tags and a QR-based system 
developed for authenticity.

The Lieutenant Governor urged the arti-
san community to embrace modern oppor-
tunities while preserving traditional excel-
lence, assuring that the Union Territory 
Administration and PEMA Foundation will 
work together to strengthen the sector.

Shri Vikramjit Singh, Commissioner Sec-
retary, Industries & Commerce Department; 
Dr Hina Shafi Bhat, Former Chairperson, 
J&K Khadi Village Industries Board; Shri 
Masrat-ul- Islam, Director, Handloom & 
Handicrafts Kashmir; Shri Tariq Dar, Presi-
dent, Pashmeena Entrepreneurs Makers 
and Artisans (PEMA) Foundation; senior 
officials, members of  PEMA Foundation 
and artisans in large number attended the 
felicitation ceremony.

‘Op Drishti’ Reflects
Brigadier Sanjay Kumar Mishra and his 

team.
The Lieutenant Governor emphasised 

that Operation Drishti is a living embodi-
ment of  service, compassion, courage, and 
resolve. He highlighted that 144 surgeries 
were successfully performed at the Sri-
nagar camp, while the Tangdhar camp in 

Kupwara district marked a historic mile-
stone as the first mega eye surgery camp 
on the border. Despite challenging terrain 
and the constant threat, doctors and sol-
diers created an underground operation 
theatre and restored vision to 220 patients 
in just two days.

“Those who have seen Tangdhar’s geo-
graphical conditions understand that 
reaching there with assistance is itself  
a challenge. One must cross mountains, 
traverse difficult terrain and at times 
advance even amidst the danger. Yet, in 
this very challenging and uncertain envi-
ronment, our doctors and brave soldiers, 
under the leadership of  Brigadier Sanjay 
Mishra, created a centre of  hope,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor noted that 
modern surgical tools were airlifted to 
Tangdhar, enabling advanced eye care 
in a region where such facilities were 
previously unimaginable. Patients from 
Khawarpora, Tangdhar, Bagbella, and 
surrounding villages benefitted from the 
camp.

“This is true courage, dedication to 
duty and the real meaning of  service. This 
entire effort has proven one thing beyond 
doubt that where resolve is firm, no dif-
ficulty, however great, can block the path 
of  human service by Indian Army,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor underscored 
that the 364 surgeries performed in Sri-
nagar and Tangdhar represent not just 
medical statistics but transformed lives. 
He said under the leadership of  Indian 
Army’s doctors, every surgery became a 
story of  restored dignity and revived hope. 
The Lieutenant Governor also observed 
that at the national level, more than 1.5 
lakh people have undergone eye examina-
tions and more than 3,500 surgeries have 
been performed across 10 cities under 
Operation Drishti.

The Lieutenant Governor observed 
that Operation Drishti has strengthened 
trust between the Army and communities, 
proving that the Indian Army is not only a 
force of  defence but also a source of  com-
passion and healing. He saluted the cour-
age of  support staff, Air Force pilots, and 
soldiers who transported equipment, pre-
pared underground theatres and ensured 
complex surgeries in adverse conditions.

“Indian Army is not only a force that 
defends the country from external threats, 
but also a source of  support, compas-
sion and healing for ordinary citizens 
of  Jammu Kashmir in times of  need. 
By restoring sight, the Army has given 
patients a new vision of  peace, trust, and 
togetherness,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor affirmed 
that the 11th camp in Srinagar is not the 
end but a continuation of  the journey. 
He expressed confidence that Operation 
Drishti will reach more villages and towns 
across the country ensuring that quality 
healthcare is not confined to big cities. He 
reiterated that the Tangdhar camp serves 
as an inspiring example for remote areas 
across India.

“The experience of  Operation Drishti 
gives us confidence that with determina-
tion, better planning and compassion, 
modern medicine can be delivered to every 
corner of  the country. This is the resolve 
of  “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vish-
was” and under the leadership of  Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, it 
is being ensured that no citizen is left 
behind,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

On the occasion, the Lieutenant Governor 
felicitated the Doctors and medical staff  of  
Defence forces for their valuable services 
during the camp. He also handed over post-
operative kits to the beneficiaries.

Lieutenant General Balbir Singh, Gen-
eral Officer Commanding (GOC), Chinar 
Corps; Brig Sanjay Kumar Mishra, Senior 
Consultant and HOD Department of   Oph-
thalmology, Army Hospital R&R; Brig B.V. 
Rao, Commandant, 92 Base Hospital, and 
senior officials of  Defence Forces attended 
the closing ceremony.

Shri Anshul Garg, Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir; Dr. GV Sundeep Chakra-
varthy, SSP Srinagar; Shri Akshay Labroo, 
Deputy Commissioner, Srinagar were also 
present.

Govt Issues 2,486
regarding discrimination with Kashmir 

Division in issuance of  certificates under 
the EWS category.

The Minister said that the EWS cer-
tificates are issued by the Tehsildars in 
accordance with the eligibility criteria 
prescribed by the Social Welfare Depart-
ment.

Raising a supplementary on the subject, 
MLA Sajad Lone urged the Government to 
evolve a uniform and rational definition 
of  the economically weaker sections in 
Jammu and Kashmir. He suggested that 
the criteria for determining EWS eligi-
bility could be reviewed by taking into 
consideration factors such as per capita 
income, social conditions and other rel-
evant socio-economic indicators. He also 
maintained that the criteria for determin-

ing the EWS category are not binding on 
all States and can be reviewed or modified 
by the present Government in accordance 
with the socio-economic conditions of  the 
Union Territory.

Responding to the issues raised, Minis-
ter for Social Welfare Sakeena Itoo inter-
vened and said that the rules governing 
determination of  the EWS category are 
prescribed by the Union Government 
and that States and Union Territories are 
required to adopt the prescribed criteria.

CPI(M) MLA Mohammad Yousuf  Tari-
gami also intervened, stating that the 
criteria prescribed for determining the 
EWS category are not necessarily applied 
uniformly across all States. He pointed 
out that some States have evolved their 
own criteria and suggested that Jammu 
and Kashmir could also examine the prac-
tices followed elsewhere while framing an 
appropriate mechanism.

Speaker, Abdul Rahim Rather observed 
that the matter merits examination and 
the government should study the EWS cri-
teria adopted by different states.

Notify New Car
complete the requisite formalities for 

finalisation of  the policy. It is pertinent to 
mention that the Speaker had earlier taken 
note of  the prolonged delay in formulation 
of  the new Car Policy and directed the con-
cerned Minister to submit a status report 
on the matter in the ongoing session

“The new Car Policy should be finalised 
and notified within 15 days. This matter 
should not be allowed to remain pending 
any further. The complaints regarding 
misuse of  public resources are a matter 
of  serious concern and underscore the 
need for clear and updated rules govern-
ing the entitlement and use of  Govern-
ment vehicles,” Speaker said.

The Speaker remarked that he would not 
hesitate to term the use of  multiple Gov-
ernment vehicles beyond the prescribed 
entitlement as misuse of  public resources. 
He, however, clarified that the issue was 
not against Government officers, who 
should be provided the vehicles and facili-
ties to which they are legitimately entitled 
under the prescribed rules.

In his observations, Speaker said that 
the matter had been moving from one 
department to another for nearly five 
years despite the importance of  the issue. 
He stressed the need for expeditious finali-
sation of  the policy, particularly in view of  
concerns regarding the proper and judi-
cious use of  public resources.

The Speaker observed that the Govern-
ment had already accepted in principle the 
need for introducing a new Car Policy and 
questioned the repeated movement of  the 
proposal between departments, including 
the need for sending the matter back to the 
Finance Department.

He emphasised that the entitlement 
of  Government functionaries should be 
clearly defined under a comprehensive 
policy and that there should be no further 
delay in finalising the matter.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI 
(PHE) MECHANICAL DIVISION (NORTH) SOPORE

 EXTENSION CORRIGENDUM
Sub: Extension of e-tender.
Ref:	 This	office	E-NIT	No.	26	of	2026-27,	S.	No.	01,	02	and	04.
Due	to	poor	response	the	above	referred	e-NITs	are	hereby	extended	as	hereunder:
S.	No. Particulars Date	and	time
1 Last	date	for	online	submission	of	bids 05-10-2026	(06:55	pm)
2 Date	of	online	opening	of	bids 06-10-2026	(12:30	pm)
All	other	terms	and	conditions	shall	remain	same.
No.:	PHE/MDNS/DB/4347-50	 Sd/-
Dated:	29-09-2026	 Executive	Engineer
DIPK-6277-26	 Jal	Shakti	(PHE)	Mechanical	Division	(North)
DT:	30-09-2026	 Sopore

OFFICE OF THE BLOCK MEDICAL OFFICER, TRAL
TENDER NOTICE

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir (UT), 
sealed tenders are hereby invited from registered/licensed Commercial 
Gas Dealers for the supply of Commercial LPG Gas to the Medical Block, 
Tral, as and when required.
The sealed tenders, complete in all respects and accompanied by a Cash 
Deposit Receipt (CDR) of `10,000/- (Rupees Ten Thousand only), duly 
pledged in favour of the Block Medical Officer, Tral, shall reach the Office of 
the undersigned within 10 days from the date of publication of this notice.
The bidders shall submit their bids along with the following documents:
1. Self-attested photocopy of valid Registration/Dealership 

Certificate.
2. Proof of filing of the latest Income Tax Return.
3. Self-attested photocopy of valid GST Registration Certificate.
Incomplete bids or bids received after the stipulated date shall not be 
entertained. The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject any or 
all bids without assigning any reason thereof.
No.: BMO/Tral/HDF/2030-31 Block Medical Officer
Dated: 30/09/2026 Tral

DIPK-6282-26
DT: 30-09-2026

DISTRICT POLICE QUARTERS
DODA

Email: dpododa@jkpolice.gov.in  | FAX No. 01996233501  | Phone No.01996233396 
No. CRB/L.O.N/2026/50760-71 Dated:29-09-2026

LOOK OUT NOTICE
As intimated by In-charge Police Post Mohalla vide signal No. 67/PPM dated 29.09.2026 that, one Om Parkash S/O Dussa Ram R/O 
Shiva Jatheli, Tehsil Mohalla District Doda lodged a written report at PP Mohalla mentioning there in that his daughter namely, Veerta 
Devi age 22 years had gone to attend a meeting of Ekal Vidyalya Samitti at Mohalla on 26.09.2026 and did not returned home till date. 
Accordingly, search was made but she remained un-traced. Subsequently, missing report vide DDR No. 08 dated 29.09.2026 has been 
entered in the daily dairy of PP Mohalla and search started.

Name Veerta Devi 
D/0 Om Parkash 
Residential address Shiva Jatheli, Tehsil Mohalla District Doda
Age 22 years.
Color Whitish
Height 4 feet 11 inch.
Wearing dress Green color kameez & green flowered Shalwar.

It is therefore requested that, sharp lookout may please be maintained and if traced out or any clue leading to the whereabouts of the 
said missing lady is received, please inform on the below mentioned telephone numbers:
1. PCR Doda 01996-233530
2. IC PP Mohalla 9906337828

Sr. Superintendent of Police,
Doda

DIPK-6258-26
DT: 30-09-2026

CS reviews quality, timeliness 
of public grievance redressal 
across J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Sec-
retary, Atal Dulloo took 
a comprehensive review 
of  the public grievance 
redressal mechanism 
across Jammu and Kash-
mir, with particular 
emphasis on assessing 
the quality of  grievance 
disposal, the average time 
taken by departments and 
districts to resolve public 
complaints and the level 
of  satisfaction among com-
plainants.

The meeting besides 
Commissioner Secretary, 
DoPG was attended by 
Administrative Heads of  
other Departments; Divi-
sional Commissioner, 
Jammu/ Kashmir; Deputy 
Commissioners; SIO, NIC; 
HoDs of  Departments and 
a team from BISAG-N too.

The review focused on 
evaluating the responsive-
ness of  different depart-
ments and district adminis-
trations, identifying areas 
requiring improvement 
and exploring technologi-
cal interventions to make 
the existing grievance 
redressal mechanism more 
efficient, transparent and 
citizen-centric.

While speaking the 
Chief  Secretary remarked 
that the success of  the 
grievance redressal mecha-
nism should be measured 
by the quality of  grievance 
resolution and the satisfac-
tion of  the complainants. 
He enjoined that it is para-
mount for every depart-
ment and district admin-
istration to resolve public 
grievances promptly, effec-
tively and to the satisfac-

tion of  the citizens.
On de par tmental 

accountability and citizen 
feedback he maintained 
that the citizen feedback 
should serve as an impor-
tant benchmark for assess-
ing the performance of  
departments and districts. 
He stressed on the need 
to identify the causes of  
delays, address recurring 
grievances stating that 
our ultimate objective is to 
strengthen public trust in 
the responsiveness of  the 
administration.

During the meeting, the 
Commissioner Secretary, 
Public Grievances, Sau-
rabh Bhagat presented a 
detailed assessment of  the 
functioning of  JK Sama-
dhan and the Centralised 
Public Grievance Redress 
and Monitoring System 
(CPGRAMS), covering 
cumulative grievance dis-
posal, department-wise 
and district-wise perfor-
mance, urgent complaints, 
citizen feedback and house-
hold registrations on the 
portal.

The presentation 
revealed that a cumulative 
1,60,685 grievances had 
been received through the 
two platforms as of  Sep-

tember 25, 2026. Of  these, 
1,36,977 grievances had 
been redressed or closed, 
reflecting an overall dis-
posal rate of  85 percent, 
while 23,708 were under 
process.

JK Samadhan alone 
accounted for 1,40,101 
grievances, of  which 
1,24,534 had been disposed 
of, achieving a disposal rate 
of  89 percent. The remain-
ing 15,567 grievances were 
under process. CPGRAMS 
recorded 20,584 grievances, 
with 12,443 disposed of  and 
8,141 awaiting resolution.

A significant part of  the 
review centred on citizen 
feedback and the effec-
tiveness of  the grievance 
redressal process. The 
Department presented an 
analysis of  5,239 respons-
es, with further scope for 
enhancing the quality and 
timeliness of  grievance 
resolution.

Regarding the expan-
sion of  the platform's 
reach, it was informed 
that 15,75,457 households 
had been registered on 
JK Samadhan against a 
target of  22,49,631 house-
holds across J&K, achiev-
ing an overall coverage of  
70 percent as of  September 

24, 2026.
The Department also 

presented its roadmap 
for upgrading JK Samad-
han through technologi-
cal interventions aimed 
at enhancing the quality, 
accessibility and efficiency 
of  grievance redressal.

It was informed that the 
Department had initiated 
the process for an MoU to 
replicate relevant features 
of  Rajasthan's grievance 
redressal model in Jammu 
and Kashmir to enhance 
the functionality and pro-
ductivity of  the portal.

Besides, the Department 
is working with BISAG-
N to introduce artificial 
intelligence-based features 
and predictive analytics to 
strengthen grievance man-
agement and enhance citi-
zen satisfaction. Technical 
issues faced by depart-
ments and users are also 
being regularly taken up 
with BISAG-N for resolu-
tion.

Another major initia-
tive outlined during the 
presentation was the pro-
posed integration of  JK 
Samadhan 2.0 with What-
sApp, enabling citizens to 
access grievance redressal 
services through a familiar 
and widely used messaging 
platform.

The review placed 
particular emphasis on 
improving the effective-
ness of  the existing griev-
ance redressal mechanism 
by addressing delays, 
strengthening departmen-
tal responsiveness and 
ensuring that the disposal 
of  complaints results in 
meaningful resolution of  
citizens' concerns.

1.5 Km AMRUT 2.0 Water Supply 

Pipeline laid in Budgam: Rana
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister 
for Jal Shakti Depart-
ment, Javed Rana, today 
informed the House that 
execution of  the water 
supply pipeline project 
sanctioned under AMRUT 
2.0 for 13 wards of  Munici-
pal Committee Budgam 
has been progressing at 
a slower pace than envis-
aged, with only about 1.5 
km of  the proposed 14-km 
pipeline laid, so far.

The Minister was reply-
ing on behalf  of  Chief  Min-
ister, Omar Abdullah to a 
Calling Attention Notice 
moved by MLA, Aga Syed 
Muntazir Mehdi regard-
ing the inordinate delay 
in execution of  the project 
and the consequent diffi-
culties being faced by the 
residents of  the area.

The Minister stated 
that the project is being 

executed through the Jal 
Shakti Department and, 
as per the report of  the 
Chief  Engineer, Jal Shakti 
(PHE) Kashmir, the tender-
ing process was delayed at 
the initial stage due to non-
response and inadequate 
participation, resulting in 
delayed commencement of  
the work.

He informed the House 
that even after commence-
ment, the pace of  execu-
tion remained below the 
desired level. The contrac-
tor has been mobilizing 
manpower, machinery and 
construction material in a 
staggered manner, instead 
of  deploying adequate 
resources for continuous 
execution of  the project, 
he added.

“The proposed pipeline 
alignment includes stretch-
es along road berms and 
the 150-feet carriageway, 
besides multiple road cross-

ings and cross-cuts, which 
have also posed certain exe-
cution-related constraints. 
The matter concerning the 
required crossings has been 
taken up with the concerned 
PMGSY authorities, and its 
resolution is expected short-
ly”, the Minister informed.

He said that concerted 
efforts are being made 
by the Mission Director-
ate, J&K, AMRUT 2.0, Jal 
Shakti Department and 
District Administration to 
expedite the execution and 
ensure timely completion 
of  the project.

The Minister informed 
that the Department has 
repeatedly issued direc-
tions and notices to the 
contractor to enhance 
the pace of  execution and 
mobilize adequate man-
power, machinery and 
construction material. The 
contractor has now been 
given a final opportunity to 

substantially augment the 
resources and accelerate 
the work within the stipu-
lated period, he added.

He made it clear that 
in the event of  failure to 
achieve the required prog-
ress, the Department shall 
take action under the terms 
and conditions of  the con-
tract, including foreclosure 
of  the contract and execu-
tion of  the balance work at 
the contractor’s risk and 
cost, as warranted.

The Minister further 
informed that, subject 
to the requisite tender-
ing and allied formali-
ties, the balance work is 
expected to be completed 
by April 2027. He assured 
the House that the Depart-
ment is continuously 
monitoring the execution 
of  the project and will 
take all necessary mea-
sures to ensure its expe-
ditious completion.

Govt prioritises restoration 
of flood-hit water supply in 
Basohli: Javed Rana

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The govern-
ment Wednesday informed 
the Legislative Assembly that 
flood-damaged water supply 
schemes in Dhar-Mahanpur 
Block of  Basohli constitu-
ency have been temporar-
ily restored while permanent 
restoration is being under-
taken under various schemes.

Replying to a Calling 
Attention Notice moved by 
MLA Darshan Kumar, Minis-
ter for Jal Shakti, Javed Rana 
said that ₹48.34 lakh received 
under SDRF for temporary 
restoration of affected water 
supply schemes have been 
fully utilised. Accordingly, 
schemes catering to Pan-
chayats Sandhar, Ghagrore, 
Plakh, Chunnera, Mahanpur, 
Athoon and other areas of  
Dhar-Mahanpur Block have 
been temporarily restored.

The Minister informed 
that flood protection works 
amounting ₹565.42 lakh 
have been approved under 
different funding heads for 
restoration of damaged pro-
tection infrastructure in the 
Basohli Constituency. The 
tendering process for these 
works is underway. These 
included ₹200 lakh for flood 
protection works at various 
locations along Beani Khad, 
Sewa River and local nal-
lahs under NABARD XXXII; 
₹290.42 lakh for flood protec-
tion work on the right bank 
at Village/Panchayat Dhannu 

under UT Capex 2026-27 and 
₹75 lakh for flood protection 
works at various spots along 
Behani, Bhoond and Groudy 
nallahs under FCSD Basohli 
through UT Capex 2026-27.

Rana informed the House 
that permanent restora-
tion of  the flood-damaged 
water supply schemes has 
been proposed under Post-
Disaster Needs Assessment 
(PDNA). The Department has 
formulated two DPRs cover-
ing the affected Panchayats 
and other areas of the Block, 
with execution of the works 
to commence after release of  
the requisite funds,he added.

Regarding irrigation 
infrastructure, the Minister 
said restoration of  damaged 
Khuls at Kua, Nowshera, 
Neali, Saibra, Groudy and 
Draman has been proposed 
under the Permanent Res-
toration of  Damaged Irriga-
tion Network in Irrigation 
Division Kathua under the 
Recovery and Reconstruc-
tion Plan (R&R).

“The proposed works have 
a total estimated cost of ₹200 
lakh, of which, ₹107.71 lakh 
pertains to Basohli Con-
stituency. The DPR for these 
works is under process. The 
proposed works included 
Nowshera Khul (₹20.05 lakh), 
Neali Peer Khan Khul (₹19.41 
lakh), Kova Khul (₹20.22 lakh), 
Saibra Khul (₹15.02 lakh), 
Groudy Khul (₹18.00 lakh) and 
Draman Khul (₹15.01 lakh)”, 
informed the Minister.

DDC Pulwama chairs DSC  
Meeting on Green India Mission

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: District 
Development Commis-
sioner (DDC) Pulwama, 
Dr. Basharat Qayoom, 
Wednesday chaired a meet-
ing of  the District Steering 
Committee for the Green 
India Mission (GIM) at 
the Meeting Hall of  the 
Administrative Complex, 
Pulwama.

The meeting was con-
vened to deliberate upon 
the District Perspective 
Plan under the Green 
India Mission for the 
period 2026-27 to 2030-31. A 
detailed presentation was 
made before the Chair, 
outlining the proposed 
interventions, objectives, 
restoration and plantation 
activities, implementation 
mechanism and financial 
requirements under the 
Perspective Plan.

During the meeting, the 
Committee held detailed 
deliberations on the pro-
posed plan, including 
measures for increasing 
and improving forest and 
tree cover, restoration of  
degraded forest areas, 
strengthening biodiversity 
and ecosystem conditions, 
and enhancing ecosystem 
services.

The proposed Perspec-
tive Plan envisages res-
toration and plantation 
works over 15 hectares, 
with a proposed financial 
outlay of  Rs 25.806 lakh.

The Committee also dis-
cussed the proposed imple-
mentation mechanism, 

including the involvement 
of  Village Forest Com-
mittees (VFCs) under the 
technical supervision of  
the Forest Department, 
with emphasis on ensuring 
effective community par-
ticipation and sustainable 
management of  restored 
areas.

The DDC directed the 
concerned departments to 
work in close coordination 
for effective implementa-
tion of  the Perspective 
Plan and ensure that the 
proposed interventions are 
technically sound and are 
aligned with the objectives 
of  the Green India Mission.

Dr. Qayoom stressed 
upon the officers to iden-
tify suitable areas for 
plantation and restoration, 
ensure proper site-specific 
planning and maintain 
prescribed technical stan-
dards during execution.

Transport Commissioner reviews 
MVD services, road safety in Kulgam

Dir SKIMS calls for community-
wide CPR training

JKEDI Sgr 
commences 13th 
Management Dev 
Programme under 
RAMP

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Entrepre-
neurship Development 
Institute (JKEDI), District 
Office Srinagar, Wednes-
day commenced the 13th 
Management Develop-
ment Programme (MDP) 
under the Raising and 
Accelerating MSME Per-
formance (RAMP) scheme 
at Saida Kadal, Srinagar.

The programme was 
formally inaugurated by 
Shabir Hussain Shah, Dis-
trict Nodal Officer, JKEDI 
Srinagar. The programme 
aims to equip existing 
entrepreneurs with essen-
tial managerial, financial 
and strategic skills to 
enhance their business 
sustainability and growth.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Transport 
Commissioner, Vishesh 
Mahajan Wednesday vis-
ited District Kulgam and 
chaired a review meeting to 
assess the functioning and 
delivery of  Motor Vehicles 
Department (MVD) servic-
es in the southern districts 
of  Kulgam, Pulwama and 
Shopian.

The meeting focused 
on strengthening enforce-
ment, improving citizen 
service delivery, enhanc-
ing road safety and ensur-
ing greater coordination 
among the field forma-
tions of  the Transport 
Department and Traffic 
Police.

During the meeting, 
Transport Commissioner 
held detailed delibera-
tions with SSP, Traffic, 
Rural Kashmir, Liaqat 
Ali and stressed the need 
for intensified and coordi-
nated enforcement drives 
by the Traffic Police and 
Transport Department.

 He directed the con-
cerned officers, ARTOs to 
undertake effective joint 
enforcement against traf-
fic violations, regulate traf-
fic movement on critical 

routes and take proactive 
measures to reduce road 
accidents.

Transport Commis-
sioner also reviewed the 
performance of  various 
online and faceless trans-
port services.

 Interacting with 
media persons, he high-
lighted that auto-approval 
mechanisms have now 
been integrated into sev-
eral transport services, 
enabling citizens to avail 
themselves of  important 
departmental services 
without visiting transport 
offices physically.

He said that the Depart-
ment is continuously 
working towards making 
transport services more 
accessible, transparent, 
efficient and citizen-cen-
tric, with technology being 
leveraged to reduce the 
need for physical visits to 
government offices.

In view of  the approach-
ing winter and the possi-
bility of  sub-zero temper-
atures and slippery road 
conditions, the Transport 
Commissioner made an 
earnest appeal to motor-
ists to exercise extra cau-
tion while driving during 
winter.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: On World Heart Day, 
Sher-i-Kashmir Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (SKIMS) launched 
'CPR 360', a structured academic 
and community outreach initia-
tive to strengthen preparedness 
for cardiac emergencies and 
equip people with lifesaving 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR) skills.

A key component of the launch 
was a hands-on community CPR 
workshop. Participants came from 
diverse sections of society, includ-
ing the Traffic Police, trekking com-
munity, schools and gymnasiums. 
They received practical demon-
strations and training in basic CPR 
and other essential first-response 
skills for cardiac arrest and life-
threatening emergencies, and 
were presented with certificates 
of participation on completing the 
programme.

Addressing the gathering, 
Director SKIMS & EOSG, Prof. M. 
Ashraf Ganie, stressed that life-
saving skills such as CPR should 
not remain confined to hospitals 
and healthcare professionals, but 
must reach the wider community.

"There is an urgent need to 
sensitise and train communities 
at a much larger scale. Timely 
CPR and an appropriate first 
response can make a critical dif-
ference in saving a life. SKIMS 

has the expertise, infrastructure 
and human resources to lead this 
effort, and CPR 360 should evolve 
into a sustained, community-ori-
ented programme," he said.

Prof. Ganie also highlighted 
the potential of the proposed 
SKIMS Research Winter/Summer 
Fellowship Programme to involve 
students in structured academic 
learning, research and commu-
nity outreach, creating a wider 
network of young health ambas-
sadors who can spread health 
awareness and lifesaving skills.

On the occasion, Prof. Ganie 
released the Academic Curricu-
lum and Training Module for the 
three-year Post-Doctoral Train-
ing Programme in Cardiology, 
developed by the Department of 
Cardiology. The curriculum pro-
vides a structured framework for 
advanced academic, clinical and 
procedural training, and reflects 
SKIMS' commitment to develop-
ing specialised expertise in the 
management and prevention of 
cardiovascular emergencies.

Speaking at the launch, 
Prof. (Dr.) Imran Hafeez, Head 
of the Department of Cardiol-
ogy, SKIMS, said, "Every citizen 
who learns CPR becomes a first 
responder. With CPR 360, our 
goal is to make bystander CPR a 
community reflex, so that no one 
in Kashmir loses a life for want 
of a few minutes of timely help."
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2nd ODI: Gill’s unbeaten 223, Rohit’s century 
set up India’s record chase in run-fest  

IANS

GUWAHATI: Skippers 
usually ask for the heavy 
roller after enduring 50 
overs of  absolute leather-
hunting in humid condi-
tions as a matter of  routine, 
but Shubman Gill asked for 
it and clearly knew what 
was coming. What followed 
over the next three-and-
a-half  hours at the ACA 
Stadium in Guwahati was 
an absolute, unmitigated 
carnage of  historical pro-
portions.

Driven by a record-shat-
tering unbeaten 223 off  133 
balls by skipper Gill and 
a vintage 75-ball 101 from 
his opening partner Rohit 
Sharma, India pulled off  
their highest successful 
men’s ODI run-chase by 
hunting down a monumen-
tal 406-run target set by the 
West Indies to seal an eight-
wicket win with 39 balls to 
spare.

It also marked the sec-
ond-highest successful 
run-chase of  all time in 
50-over cricket, after South 
Africa hunted down 438 
against Australia in 2006, 
as India made a daunting 
multi-hundred target look 
like effortless work.

Earlier, the West Indies 
had posted a mammoth 
405/7 after being sent in 
to bat, riding on sensa-
tional centuries from Amir 
Jangoo (114), captain Shai 
Hope (104) and John Camp-
bell (101). On any other day, 
a 400-plus total would have 
comfortably guaranteed 
victory. But on a humid 
night in Guwahati, Gill 
ensured the match would 
belong entirely to India.

Coming into the chase 
requiring a steep 8.12 runs 
per over, the dynamic 
Indian duo extinguished 
the threat within the first 
powerplay itself. Rohit 
and Gill launched a furi-
ous, synchronised assault 
of  boundaries that left 
Shamar Joseph, Jayden 
Seales, and Alzarri Joseph 
utterly bewildered.

India motored to its 
fifty in seven overs before 
sprinting to 100 inside 
12 overs. Rohit got to his 
half-century off  32 balls, 
while Gill was even more 
ruthless – after getting his 
fifty in 39 balls, he regis-
tered his hundred off  just 
62 deliveries.

By the time India 
reached 200 in 21.1 overs, 
their fastest team double-
hundred in 50-over crick-
et, the West Indies attack 
was visually demoralised. 
Keacy Carty dropping 
Rohit on 84 off  wrist-spin-
ner Vitel Lawes only com-
pounded their misery.

The masterclass open-
ing stand finally came to 
an end at 255 runs, the 

highest opening partner-
ship for India in an ODI 
chase, when Jayden Seales 
trapped Rohit lbw with an 
off-cutter as Rohit’s stun-
ning hundred also saw 
him cross the monumen-
tal milestone of  12,000 ODI 
runs.

Virat Kohli made a brief, 
breezy 29 off  19 balls, includ-
ing three fours and a six, 
before holing out to a bril-
liant boundary-line relay 
catch by Sherfane Ruther-
ford off  Shamar Joseph. But 
by then, India had reduced 
the remainder of  a chase to 
a mere formality.

He may not have hit 
the winning runs at the 
end, but this historic night 
unequivocally belonged to 
Gill, who played an abso-
lute epic in Guwahati. Bat-
tling severe leg cramps 
in the extreme humidity 
during the closing stage of  
the chase, Gill continued 
to pull, drive, and loft with 
supreme elegance and dis-
dain to hit 26 boundaries 
and eight sixes at a mon-
strous strike rate of  167.67.

Gill reached his 150 off  

a staggering 89 balls before 
bringing up his double cen-
tury off  just 117 deliveries 
with a single off  Lawes in 
the 39th over. In doing so, 
he broke Ishan Kishan's 
record (126 balls) for the 
fastest ODI double-century 
in world cricket.

It was also Gill’s second 
career ODI double century, 
making him the only cap-
tain in cricket history to 
score double tons in both 
Tests and ODIs while lead-
ing the side. His unbeaten 
223 also surpassed Glenn 
Maxwell's 201 not out 
against Afghanistan in 
2023 to become the highest 
individual score in an ODI 
run-chase.

Fittingly, Ruturaj Gaik-
wad provided calm support 
at the end with an unbeaten 
31 off  37 balls and got the 
winning single to complete 
a legendary victory and 
spark wild celebrations in 
the Indian dressing room 
and across the stands.

Previously, a pin-drop 
silence settled over a 
packed Guwahati crowd 
as West Indies stunned 
the hosts into morgue-
like quiet, powering to 
their first-ever 400-plus 
ODI total. In just the sixth 
instance in ODI history of  
three centurions in a single 
innings, Campbell blitzed 
the fifth-fastest hundred 
for West Indies off  65 balls, 
while Hope surpassed 
Brian Lara with his 20th 
ODI century, and Jangoo 
matched the tempo with a 
blazing 114 off  77 balls.

Filling in for the injured 
Justin Greaves, Campbell 
set the early tempo with a 
29-ball fifty, and reached 

69 off  39 inside the power-
play. Hope provided class 
and stability to prevent a 
collapse similar to Trivan-
drum, while Jangoo was 
arguably the pick of  the 
trio, dominating the middle 
overs and ensuring the off-
colour Indian attack got no 
respite.

Prasidh Krishna start-
ed with a maiden, but the 
innings turned quickly 
once Campbell found his 
range. Auqib Nabi, making 
his ODI debut, was taken 
for 17 runs in the fourth 
over by Campbell. Keacy 
Carty fell for nine in the 
fifth over when Naman 
Dhir held a diving catch 
at cover point off  Prasidh, 
after the third umpire con-
firmed the fingers were 
under the ball.

Shai Hope walked in, 
and Campbell kept going 
as Prasidh conceded 22 
in the seventh over, with 
the latter hitting a six and 
three fours, as the West 
Indies reached 50 in 6.1 
overs. Campbell brought 
up his fifty in 29 balls, the 
fastest for West Indies 
against India in ODIs, and 
added another six off  Gur-
noor Brar in the following 
over, apart from carting 
Dhir for boundaries.

After the West Indies 
closed the power-play at 
96/1, Campbell then took 
only 65 balls to reach his 
hundred, the second fastest 
by a West Indian in ODIs, 
but was out for 101 when 
he top-edged a pull off  Brar 
to deep square leg. Hope, 
meanwhile, was dropped 
on 15 by Kuldeep off  his 
own bowling and on 27 by 
Virat Kohli at mid-wicket.

Irani Cup: Srinagar ready to host 

historic clash as big-ticket cricket 

returns to Sher-i-Kashmir
IANS

SRINAGAR: It’s hard 
to ignore the sheer buzz 
around the picturesque 
Sher-i-Kashmir Stadium. 
Located in Srinagar’s 
Sonwar Bagh area, the 
ground is nestled in an 
environmentally rich 
area – by the side of  the 
Jhelum River, tall chinar 
trees, serene hills and the 
Shankaracharya temple 
atop make for a picture-
perfect view. Add to it the 
cool breeze that comes in 
brings a setting that makes 
cricket feel at home.

But when you look closer, 
barbed wire rings around 
the ground catch your eye, 
while sniffer dogs are doing 
a final check. Outside, fans 
jostle in line for passes, 
holding up a copy of  their 
Aadhaar card, and nobody 
seems to mind. When the 
Irani Cup begins here, with 
Rishabh Pant's Rest of  India 
facing Ranji Trophy cham-
pions Jammu and Kashmir, 
it will mark the start of  a 
time Srinagar has waited 
for a very long period.

The last big-ticket fix-
ture in the city was an ODI 
between India and Austra-
lia in 1986. The one before 
it, in 1983 against the West 
Indies, came just months 
after Kapil Dev's team epi-
cally won the ODI World 
Cup. Raju Raina, then a 
college student, was in 
the stands for the clash on 
October 13, 1983 and still 
remembers it clearly.

"Excitement was there 
as it was the first ODI 
between India and the West 
Indies after India were 

crowned the World Cup 
winners at the mecca of  
cricket – Lord’s in London. 
Upon reaching the stadi-
um, the teams were doing 
their warm-up. Soon the 
match started, and India 
were put in to bat first.

“It was a full house & the 
atmosphere was good ini-
tially. It was the first time I 
had the opportunity to see 
our World Cup-winning 
cricket stars so up close. 
One of  the friends of  my 
elder brother-in-law got us 
tickets for 10 rupees, which 
translates to 1000 rupees for 
seeing modern-day interna-
tional games in India."

"The conditions were 
comparable to the ones 
obtainable in England. The 
ball swung well, as October 
in Srinagar is pretty cold & 
fresh. Quite a picturesque 
cricket stadium, with the 
Jhelum River on one end & 
the Shankaracharya hill on 
the other. A slight breeze 
was running across the 
ground," he said in a free-
wheeling chat with IANS.

After India were bowled 
out for 176 in 41.2 overs, 
twelve men came in to dig 
in the pitch at lunch break, 
but matters got settled before 

the West Indies reply started. 
At 108/0 in 22.4 overs, a dust 
storm came and forced the 
game to be abandoned, with 
the West Indies declared 
winners. Raju, who also saw 
a three-day match between 
North Zone and the visiting 
Australian team, which had 
the likes of  Ashok Malhotra 
and Raman Lamba, still 
remembers it well.

"The match progressed 
well until India completed 
their innings. During lunch-
time, suddenly a few people 
emerged from nowhere and 
dug up the pitch. But the 
management got the pitch 
rolled, and the West Indies 
innings started. Soon there 
was a dust storm due to 
which the match had to be 
abandoned and the West 
Indies won. A section of  the 
crowd was restive, engaging 
in sloganeering etc.”

Though 12 men were 
arrested, they were acquit-
ted in 2011. Ravinder Pan-
dita, a former All India 
Radio and Doordarshan 
Kashmir commentator who 
now chairs the Save Sharda 
Temple Committee - Kash-
mir, clearly remembers the 
mood around the 1983 ODI 
in Srinagar

Asian Games: Mu Xinyue becomes first 

female Asian Games esports gold medallist
IANS

NAGOYA (JAPAN): Chi-
na's Mu Xinyue became the 
first female athlete to win 
an Asian Games esports 
gold medal after China 
defeated Japan in the 
Identity V Asian Games 
Version final at the Aichi-
Nagoya Asian Games on 
Wednesday.

Asian Games esports 
events are open to both 
male and female athletes, 
but men continue to make 
up the overwhelming 
majority of  registered ath-
letes. According to regis-
tration data for the Aichi-
Nagoya Asian Games, more 
than 500 athletes were reg-
istered for esports, with 
only 14 of  them women.

"When I first started 
competing, I never imag-
ined that I would be able 
to win a gold medal on the 
Asian Games stage," Mu 
said. "When the national 
anthem was played, and 
the gold medal was around 
my neck, I was so excited 
and happy. I think this may 
be the happiest moment of  
my life."

Identity V is an asym-
metrical competitive game 
in which each round con-
sists of  two halves, with 
the two teams taking 
turns playing as survivors 
and hunters. Four players 
compete on the survivor 
side while one plays as the 
hunter, with points award-

ed based on the number of  
survivors who escape and 
the hunter's eliminations, 
reports Xinhua.

China's Identity V squad 
consists of  hunters Shi 
Xiangwei and Sun Le, and 
survivors Lu Shujia, Chen 
Mingming, Lu Yahui, Fan 
Siqi and Mu. Mu, whose in-
game ID is "Tao Wan'an," is 
the only female member of  
China's esports delegation 
at the Games.

The final was tightly 
contested. The two sides 
tied the opening two 
rounds 4-4 and 5-5 before 
China took the third round 
7-2 to gain the upper hand. 
The fourth round ended 
in another 4-4 tie, sending 
the match into a decisive 
fifth round. China took a 
3-1 lead in the first half  of  
the fifth round, which was 

enough to secure the vic-
tory.

Shi, whose in-game ID is 
"Nianjin," said competing 
at the Asian Games carried 
a different sense of  respon-
sibility from playing in a 
professional league.

"First of  all, there 
is a change of  identity, 
and there is also greater 
responsibility on your 
shoulders," Shi said. "You 
can be nervous, and you 
can feel pressure, but you 
shouldn't let the pressure 
and nerves affect your 
performance in the game. 
Accept the nerves and the 
pressure, face them natu-
rally, and just play your 
normal game."

The final was inter-
rupted by a technical issue 
between the two halves 
of  the fourth round, with 

play suspended for nearly 
30 minutes before compe-
tition resumed. The inter-
ruption was caused by an 
on-site network cable issue.

Mu said she remained 
calm during the unex-
pected stoppage. "I didn't 
really have any emotional 
fluctuations at that time," 
the 20-year-old said. "We 
just waited to see what the 
referees and the organis-
ers would decide. All we 
needed to do was wait 
patiently."

Esports made its Asian 
Games debut as a demon-
stration sport at Jakarta 
2018 before becoming an 
official medal sport at 
Hangzhou in 2023. The 
number of  medal events 
has increased from seven 
in Hangzhou to 11 at Aichi-
Nagoya, with Identity 
V Asian Games Version 
making its Asian Games 
debut.

China entered four of  
the 11 esports events at 
Aichi-Nagoya -- Naraka: 
Bladepoint, Honour of  
Kings, Game for Peace 
Asian Games Version and 
Identity V Asian Games 
Version. China won gold 
in Naraka: Bladepoint and 
Honour of  Kings and silver 
in Game for Peace Asian 
Games Version before 
adding the Identity V gold 
on Wednesday, concluding 
its esports campaign with 
three gold medals and one 
silver.

Nigar Sultana to lead Bangladesh women in 

historic Australia ODI series
IANS

DHAKA: Bangladesh have 
announced a 16-member 
squad for their upcoming 
three-match women's ODI 
series against Australia, 
with regular captain Nigar 
Sultana Joty set to lead the 
side in what will be a his-
toric tour for the team.

Spinner Nahida Akter 
has been named vice-
captain, while the squad 
retains much of  the core 
group that represented 
Bangladesh at the Women’s 
Asia Cup and the Asian 
Games in Japan earlier this 
month.

The pace attack will be 
led by Marufa Akter, who 
has established herself  as 
one of  Bangladesh’s key 
bowling options. Seven-

teen-year-old Habiba Islam 
Pinky has also been includ-
ed among the pace bowlers.

The squad features a 
blend of  experience and 
emerging talent, with 
experienced batter Far-
zana Haque returning to 
the ODI setup. Murshida 
Khatun has also earned a 
recall after last represent-
ing Bangladesh in January 

2025.
Young all-rounder Disha 

Biswas, who has recently 
featured for the Bangla-
desh Emerging side, has 
been rewarded with a place 
in the senior squad.

There are a few notable 
omissions from the group 
that travelled to the Asian 
Games. Top-order batter 
Juairiya Ferdous, expe-

rienced spinner Fahima 
Khatun and all-rounder 
Shorna Akter are among 
those not included in the 
squad for the Australia 
tour.

The three-match series 
will be played at Allan 
Border Field in Brisbane, 
beginning on October 9, 
with the second ODI sched-
uled for October 11 and the 
final match on October 14.

The series will also 
carry significance in the 
ICC Women’s Champion-
ship, with Bangladesh cur-
rently occupying eighth 
place in the standings. 
The tour will also provide 
Bangladesh with an oppor-
tunity to test their skills 
in unfamiliar conditions 
against one of  the leading 
teams in women’s cricket.

China Open: Djokovic makes winning return, 

second seed Auger-Aliassime knocked out
IANS

BEIJING: Returning to the 
China Open after 11 years, 
24-time Grand Slam cham-
pion Novak Djokovic beat 
Portugal's Nuno Borges 
6-3, 7-6 (2), while the second 
seed Felix Auger-Aliassime 
was upset by Karen Khacha-
nov of  Russia 6-3, 6-3 in the 
men's singles first round on 
Wednesday.

Serbian veteran Djokov-
ic, 39, last competed at the 
China Open in 2015, when he 
defeated Rafael Nadal in the 
final to claim his sixth title. 
He remains the tournament's 
most successful men's singles 
player, having won in 2009, 
2010, and from 2012 to 2015.

"Again, great feeling for 

most of  the first set, 
but a kind of  struggle 
physically a bit there. 
Then, it was a differ-
ent match in a sense. 
I was serving well. In 
my service games, I 
was going through 
quite comfortably in 
the second set, par-
ticularly. In the tie-
break, I played great 
and was really happy to close 
it out in two sets," Djokovic 
said, as quoted by Xinhua.

The veteran also 
expressed gratitude to fans, 
saying, "I honestly didn't 
expect the stadium to be full 
for the first match. Chinese 
people are unbelievably pas-
sionate about tennis. They 
deserve every bit of  action 

and energy coming from us 
on the court. We are trying 
our best to return the love 
and passion."

Djokovic will next face 
China's Buyunchaokete, who 
just won over Argentina's 
Juan Manuel Cerundolo 6-2, 
5-7, 6-4.

Canadian favourite Auger-
Aliassime was shocked by 

Khachanov in 
straight sets 
on Diamond 
Court. At the 
US Open this 
month, Auger-
Aliassime was 
also eliminated 
by Khachanov 
in the second 
round.

In other 
matches, China's Zhang 
Zhizhen lost to French quali-
fier Arthur Gea 6-4, 6-3 in the 
men's singles first round. On 
the women's side, China's 
Yuan Yue saw off  Oleksandra 
Oliynykova of Ukraine 6-2, 6-3, 
while another Chinese player, 
Bai Zhuoxuan, was defeated 
by Linda Fruhvirtova of  the 
Czech Republic 6-2, 6-3.


