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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication On the birth anniversary of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya Ji, I pay my 

humble tributes to one of our most inspiring thinkers and nation build-
ers. Pandit Deendayal Ji gave us the timeless message of Antyodaya and 
Integral Humanism. His commitment to simplicity, integrity and selfless 
public service remains a guiding light and an inspiration for all of us.

Manoj Sinha
@manojsinha_

MeT Predicts 
Short Rain Spells 
On Sept 27, 28

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: The Meteoro-
logical Centre Srinagar on 
Friday said that Jammu 
and Kashmir is likely to 
experience generally dry 
weather tomorrow, while 
a brief  spell of  rain, thun-
der and gusty winds is 
expected at a few places on 
Sunday and Monday.

According to the latest 
forecast accessed, Sep-
tember 27-28 will remain 
generally cloudy, with the 
possibility of  light rain 
and thundershowers at a 
few places. Light snowfall 
is also likely over higher 
reaches during the period.

The weather depart-
ment said September 
29-30 is expected to remain 
generally dry, with brief  
spells of  rain possible at a 
few places.

Generally dry weather 
is forecast for October 1-2, 
while October 3-5 is likely 
to remain generally cloudy 
with light rain, thunder 
and gusty winds at a few 
places. Weather is expect-
ed to remain generally dry 
again on October 6-7.

The MeT has advised 
farmers that prevailing 
weather conditions are 
suitable for P-06

LoP Sharma Says 
BJP Ready For 
Statehood Debate
Rejects Discussion On Article 370 And Autonomy

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Leader of  
Opposition (LoP) Sunil 
Sharma on Friday said the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
is ready to debate the restora-
tion of  statehood to Jammu 
and Kashmir but will oppose 
any discussion on Article 370 
or the autonomy resolution.

Addressing reporters, 
Sharma, questioned the ref-
erence to the autonomy reso-
lution in the Chief  Minister’s 
move. “Today’s resolution 
moved by the Chief  Minister 
is controversial and disput-
ed. The BJP had rejected the 
autonomy resolution. Why 
is that resolution being dis-
cussed again in today’s reso-
lution?” Sharma asked.

He further urged the 
Congress party to clarify its 
position on Article 370, the 

autonomy resolution, and 
the government.

“Congress should clear its 
position-from Rahul Gandhi 
to the State Chief  of  Con-
gress. Is it with this resolu-
tion? Is it with the pre‑1953 
resolution? Is it with the 
resolution of  370?” he asked.

The LoP also questioned 
the Chief  Minister’s stance, 
recalling that he was a min-
ister in the NDA government 
headed by then Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
when the autonomy resolu-
tion was rejected.

“When the BJP rejected 
and tore up this resolution, 
wasn’t Omar Abdullah a 
minister in the NDA at that 
time? Didn’t he continue 
as a partner of  the NDA?” 
Sharma asked.

He alleged that the gov-
ernment was P-06

J&K Assembly Adjourned Amid 
Ruckus Over Statehood Resolution

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah on Friday moved a 
resolution in the assembly to 
seek urgent restoration of  full 
statehood to the union terri-
tory, leading to ugly scenes in 
the House and even fist fights.

Members of  the opposition 
BJP stormed the well of  the 
House in protest, and angry 
words broke out between them 
and legislators of  the ruling 
National Conference (NC).

Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather 
later adjourned the House when 
his repeated pleas asking the 
MLAs to go back to their seats 
went unheeded.

BJP MLAs protested against 
the resolution, which has a ref-
erence to the autonomy resolu-
tion moved by the NC govern-
ment in June 2000 when Jammu 
and Kashmir was a state.

It reads: “In addition to the 
resolutions passed by this House 
on 26 June 2000 and 6 November 
2024, the House calls upon the 
Government of  India for the 
immediate and urgent restora-
tion of  full statehood to Jammu 
and Kashmir and resolves that 
this resolution be forwarded to 

the Government of  India.”
The NC-led government 

headed by Farooq Abdullah had 
passed the resolution on June 
26, 2000 for restoration of  great-
er autonomy as existed before 
August 9, 1953.

On November 6, 2024, the 
house passed a resolution seek-
ing the restoration of  special 
status.

As soon as Omar Abdullah 
tabled the resolution on Friday, 
the treasury benches welcomed 
it with thumping of  desks. How-
ever, the reference to the 2000 
resolution triggered protests 
from BJP members.

“We will not allow discussion 
on the issue of  autonomy in the 

House,” BJP MLA R S Pathania 
said.

BJP MLAs alleged that rules 
were flouted as the chief  min-
ister read the resolution even 
before tabling it in the House 
and tore copies of  the resolu-
tion.

Several MLAs got into heated 
arguments as the pandemonium 
continued.

Speaking on the resolution, 
the chief  minister said the 
House should debate and pass 
this resolution in one voice as 
denial of  statehood has proven 
to be extremely detrimental to 
Jammu and Kashmir.

“A promise was made to the 
people of  Jammu and Kashmir. 

A promise was made in Parlia-
ment, a promise in the Supreme 
Court, and a promise in various 
public forums, that a three-step 
process would be implemented: 
first delimitation, then elec-
tions, and then statehood,” he 
said.

Abdullah said while delimi-
tation happened and elections 
were also held in which people 
participated enthusiastically 
and willingly, the statehood has 
not been restored.

“We kept waiting. Publicly, 
privately, in every meeting, 
in every forum, we reminded 
the government of  India of  its 
promise to the people of  Jammu 
and Kashmir. But that promise 
remained unfulfilled. Today, 
through this House, we want to 
remind the government of  India 
that something must finally 
be done about its promises,” 
Abdullah said.

“We were present at a func-
tion, the LoP was there, as were 
others, where I spoke about 
statehood in my speech and said 
that it was a promise of  the Gov-
ernment of  India. So, when the 
prime minister was giving his 
speech, he said that this is not 
an ordinary promise, it is Modi’s 
promise, P-06

“A PROMISE WAS MADE TO THE PEOPLE OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR. A PROMISE WAS 
made in Parliament, a promise in the Supreme Court, and a promise in various public forums, that a three-step process 
would be implemented: first delimitation, then elections, and then statehood,” he said.

Army Chief Reviews LoC Readiness
UMAISAR GULL 

SRINAGAR: Chief  of  the 
Army Staff  General Dhiraj 
Seth on Friday visited Tang-
dhar in Kupwara, where 
the Indian Army organised 
a mega eye surgical camp 
under ‘Operation Drishti’ 
and interacted with patients 
who underwent sight-restor-
ing surgeries.

According to the details 
available, the 10th edition of  
the Mega Eye Surgical Camp 
was held on September 24 
and 25 at an underground 
operation theatre at 328 Field 
Hospital in Tangdhar, a shell-
ing-prone area along the Line 
of  Control.

Surgeons from the Armed 
Forces Medical Services 
(AFMS) performed 220 sur-
geries during the two-day 
camp, most of  them cataract 
procedures, besides selective 
retinal interventions and 
minimally invasive glaucoma 
surgeries (MIGS).

General Dhiraj Seth inter-
acted with patients and dis-
tributed medicines and gifts. 
Director General Armed 

Forces Medical Services
Air Marshal Sandeep 

Thareja also visited the camp 
and appreciated the medical 
teams and local personnel 
involved in the initiative.

Air Marshal Sandeep 
Thareja said the camp 
brought highly experienced 
eye surgeons from Delhi to 
Tangdhar and praised the 
groundwork carried out to 
identify patients requiring 
surgery.

“The most commend-
able part is the groundwork 
done prior to this—the team 
worked hard to identify and 
reach out to the P-06

50% Representation For Open Merit 
Examined By Cabinet Sub-Committee: Govt

RAJA SYED

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government has said 
that the issue of  ensuring 50 
percent representation for Open 
Merit candidates in recruitment 
and admissions has been exam-
ined by a Cabinet Sub-Commit-
tee, whose recommendations 
have been approved by the Coun-
cil of  Ministers and forwarded 
to the competent authority for 
consideration.

The government, stated this in 
response to an un-starred ques-
tion raised by MLA Shabir Ahmad 
Kullay (Shopian), who sought to 
know whether the issue of  reser-
vation of  Open Merit candidates 
in recruitment in the Union Terri-
tory of  Jammu and Kashmir had 
been repeatedly raised in earlier 
Assembly sessions.

In its reply, the government 
said, “Yes, Sir.”

On whether the government 
had examined the proposal for 
ensuring 50 percent representa-
tion for Open Merit candidates 
in accordance with applicable 
constitutional and judicial provi-
sions, the government said that a 
Cabinet Sub-Committee was con-
stituted vide Government Order 
No. 2061-JK (GAD) of  2024 dated 
December 10, 2024.

The committee examined the 

existing reservation structure in 
detail and submitted its report/
recommendations to the Council 
of  Ministers, the government said.

“The Council of  Ministers 
approved the recommendations 
and forwarded the matter to the 
competent authority for consid-
eration,” it said.

Regarding whether the pro-
posal was placed before the Lieu-
tenant Governor P-06

J&K Eyes Revenue From Green 
Projects Through Carbon Credits

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Friday 
chaired ameeting to review 
the proposed Carbon Credit-
Framework for Jammu and 
Kashmir, aimed at unlock-
ing the economic potential 
of  the Union Territory’s eco-
logical assets and creating 
sustainable revenue streams 
through carbon markets and 
green financing.

The meeting besides ACS, 
Finance was attended by Com-
missioner Secretary, Science 
& Technology; MD, JKPDC; 
Commissioner, JMC/SMC; 
DG, Resources; DG, A&T; 

DG, Budget; CEO, CITaG con-
cerned officers and technical 
experts from CITaG.

The framework, presented 
by the Centre for Innova-
tion and Transformation in 
Governance (CITaG) in col-
laboration with the Finance 
Department, envisages a 
comprehensive strategy built 
around four key pillarscon-
stitutingCarbon Markets, 
Green Cess, Convergence 
and a dedicated Green Fund.

Appreciating the prelimi-
nary work undertaken by 
CITaG, the Chief  Secretary 
called for developing a com-
prehensive policy document 
supported by a P-06

'Embracing Green Mobility Will Add 

New Dimension To J&K’s Tourism'
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Terming wom-
en-led Electric Vehicle (EV) 
rally from Jammu to Srinagar 
as a significant step towards 
achieving the goal of  sustain-
able tourism, Joint Director, 
Tourism Kashmir, Waseem 
Raja, on Friday said that 
embracing green mobility 
would add a new dimension to 
the tourism sector in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

According to the details 
available, Raja received the 
rally at TRC Complex here. 
He welcomed the participants 
and appreciated the initiative.

“This EV rally is a mile-
stone and a step towards 
achieving the goal of  sustain-
able tourism in Jammu and 
Kashmir. We really appreci-
ate their zest, commitment 

and endeavour of  promoting 
Kashmir tourism and green 
and sustainable tourism,” he 
said.

Raja said the participants 
had “walked the talk” on sus-
tainable tourism by travelling 
from Jammu to Srinagar in 

electric vehicles, calling it a 
great initiative.

“We say, we talk about sus-
tainable tourism, but they 
have walked the talk. These 
green events are needed. We 
want to promote sustainable 
tourism,” he said.

He said the participants 
would visit several destina-
tions during their stay in 
Kashmir, including a Dal Lake 
cruise, adding that such ini-
tiatives would help promote 
Jammu and Kashmir tourism.

He said the Tourism 
Department had also collabo-
rated on a concert scheduled 
for Saturday.

The JD said the initiative 
also aimed to promote Jammu 
and Kashmir as a safe desti-
nation while encouraging 
greener tourism “for a better 
tomorrow.”—(KNO)

     Aarogya Manthan 2026

J&K Recognised As 
‘Best Performing UT’ 

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Jammu & Kashmir 
has received national recognition 
for its efforts under the Ayush-
man Bharat Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Arogya Yojana, with the 
State Health Agency, J&K, being 
honoured as the ‘Best Performing 
Union Territory’ for achieving 
saturation of  frontline workers 
with Ayushman Cards.

The award was presented at 
Aarogya Manthan 2026, held at 
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi, as 
part of  the celebrations mark-
ing 8 years of  Ayushman Bharat 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana (AB-PMJAY) and 5 years 
of  Ayushman Bharat Digital 
Mission (ABDM).

Virender Kumar, Nodal Offi-
cer, SHA J&K, received the 
award on behalf  of  the State 
Health Agency, J&K, from 
Union Minister for Health & 
Family Welfare, Shri Jagat 
Prakash Nadda. The ceremony 
was attended by senior officials 
of  the Ministry of  Health & 
Family Welfare, P-06

No Applications Received 
Under Journalist Welfare 
Scheme In J&K: Govt

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Government 
has informed the Legislative 
Assembly that no applica-
tion has been received by the 
Department of  Information 
and Public Relations (DIPR) 
under the Journalist Welfare 
Scheme (JWS) 2023.

The government said 
the scheme provides one-
time financial assistance to 
accredited and non-accredit-
ed journalists, including free-
lancers, and their families in 
cases of  extreme hardship.

In response to a question 

raised by MLA Ranbir Singh 
Pathania, the government 
said the Journalist Welfare 
Scheme, issued by the Union 
Ministry of  Information and 
Broadcasting on April 1, 2023, 
was already operational at 
the national level.

Under the scheme, assis-
tance of  up to Rs 5 lakh is 
admissible in cases of  death, 
up to Rs 5 lakh for permanent 
disability and up to Rs 3 lakh 
for treatment of  major ail-
ments not covered under the 
Central Government Health 
Scheme (CGHS) or insurance.

The government said jour-
nalists from P-06
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Sakeena Itoo distributes 
appointment orders to 27 
AYUSH Medical Officers

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister 
for Health and Medical 
Education, Social Welfare 
and Education, Sakeena 
Itoo, Friday distributed 
appointment orders among 
27 newly appointed AYUSH 
Medical Officers, marking 
their formal induction into 
government healthcare 
services in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Congratulating the 
newly appointed Medi-
cal Officers, the Minis-
ter said that joining the 
public healthcare system 
was not merely a profes-
sional milestone but also 
an opportunity to serve 
people, particularly those 
living in rural, remote and 
underserved areas.

She emphasised that 
the appointment orders 
carried with them a 
responsibility towards the 
people and called upon the 
appointees to discharge 
their duties with sincer-
ity, professionalism, empa-
thy and a strong sense of  
public service.

“Healthcare is ultimate-
ly about serving people 
with dignity and compas-
sion. Every patient who 

approaches a healthcare 
institution places trust in 
the system and in the medi-
cal professional attending 
to them,” the Minister said, 
urging the new AYUSH 
Medical Officers to uphold 
the highest standards of  
professional conduct.

Underscoring the impor-
tance of  health department 
for public welfare, the Min-
ister said that doctor is a 
very noble profession and 
you should understand 
the importance of  health 
department.

The Minister under-
scored the significance of  
strengthening healthcare 
delivery mechanisms at 
the grassroots level and 
called upon the newly 
appointed officers to work 
with utmost dedication 
and commitment towards 
addressing the health-
care requirements of  the 
people, particularly in 
rural, remote and far-flung 
areas. She stressed that 
effective delivery of  public 
health services requires 
accessibility, accountabil-
ity and a strong sense of  
responsibility on the part 
of  every functionary.

Sakeena Itoo highlight-
ed the important role of  

AYUSH systems in com-
plementing the existing 
healthcare framework and 
promoting preventive, pro-
motive and holistic health-
care practices. She called 
upon the Medical Officers 
to utilise their profession-
al expertise for extending 
quality AYUSH services to 
the people and contribute 
towards further strength-
ening the public health-
care infrastructure across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Minister empha-
sised on the need for close 
coordination with the con-
cerned health institutions 
and field functionaries to 
ensure efficient delivery 
of  healthcare services 
and effective implementa-
tion of  Government pro-
grammes and initiatives.

The Minister expressed 
confidence that the newly 
appointed AYUSH Medi-
cal Officers would dis-
charge their responsibili-
ties with dedication and 
sincerity and contribute 
positively towards the 
Government’s endeav-
our to ensure accessible, 
affordable and quality 
healthcare services for all 
sections of  society across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Div Com Orders Timely Resolution for 

AIIMS Awantipora Healthcare Rollout
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: To ensure the 
timely rollout of  health-
care services at AIIMS 
Awantipora from October 
31, Divisional Commission-
er Kashmir, Anshul Garg 
on Friday chaired a meet-
ing to review the status of  
pending issues and expe-
dite their resolution.

The meeting took up 
several critical matters 
concerning the operation-
al readiness of  the institu-
tion, including electricity 
supply for the running of  
water supply system, com-
missioning of  the dedicated 
power sub-station, land-
related issues and the fire 
safety measures.

On the occasion, the 

Divisional Commissioner 
directed the Public Health 
Engineering (PHE) Depart-
ment and Kashmir Power 
Distribution Corporation 
Limited (KPDCL) to resolve 
the pending inter-depart-
mental issues by Monday 
and ensure electricity supply 

for the water supply system.
Regard the commis-

sioning of  the power sta-
tion, the Div Com directed 
KPDCL to issue the requi-
site No Objection Certifi-
cate (NOC) to the Central 
Public Works Department 
(CPWD) at the earliest so 

that the uninterrupted 
electricity shall be provid-
ed to the institute.

He further directed the 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Pulwama, to provide nec-
essary assistance and guid-
ance to CPWD engineers 
for the expeditious resolu-

tion of  land-related issues 
pertaining to the facility.

The Divisional Com-
missioner also directed 
DC Pulwana to make ade-
quate arrangements for 
transportation facility of  
the general public up to the 
entrance of  AIIMS Awanti-
pora, ensuring convenient 
access to the hospital.

Regarding issuance of  
NOC for fire safety, the Div 
Com directed concerned 
officers to conduct joint 
inspection of  the facility and 
issue the certification by 5th 
October. The meeting was 
attended by the Executive 
Director, AIIMS Awantipora; 
SSP Traffic; and concerned 
officers and engineers from 
PHE, KPDCL and different 
wings of  CPWD.

JKTF holds blood donation camp 

in Baramulla, collects 56 units
Educators, volunteers donate at GHSS Nehalpora; GMC 
B'la team lauds response

IRFAN TILGAMI

BARAMULLA: A volun-
tary blood donation camp 
organised by the Jammu & 
Kashmir Teachers Forum 
(JKTF) Zone Nehalpora, 
in collaboration with 
Government Medical Col-
lege (GMC) Baramulla, 
was held Friday at Govt. 
Higher Secondary School 
Nehalpora. The camp, part 
of  a major humanitarian 
drive led by JKTF Chair-
man Showkat Ali Beigh, 
received an overwhelming 
response from the teaching 
fraternity and local volun-
teers, with donors contrib-
uting 56 pints (units) of  
blood.

The event was formally 
inaugurated jointly by 
JKTF Chairman Showkat 
Ali Beigh, Vice Chairman 
Gh Ahmad Mir and Bashir 
Ahmad Thokar. Zonal Edu-
cation Officer (ZEO) Nehal-
pora Gursharan Kour and 
Principal Govt. Higher Sec-
ondary School Nehalpora 
Abdul Rashid Mir also 
attended the programme.

Addressing the gather-
ing, former trade union 
leader and Chief  Spokes-
person of  Civil Society 

J&K, Farooq Ahmad Lone, 
lauded the educators 
for leading by example. 
Highlighting the cultural 
spirit of  selflessness, he 
said: “There is a common 
Kashmiri proverb, ‘Bei hek 
chani khetir khoon tei deit’ 
(I can even give my blood 
for you). Donating blood is 
the most generous act one 
can do; it directly saves 
precious human lives.”

Head of  Department 
(HoD), Blood Bank, GMC 
Baramulla, Dr Sadat, who 
was present at the camp 
with his clinical team, com-
mended the donors and 
underscored the impor-
tance of  sustained dona-
tions. “Blood banks are 
the backbones of  hospitals, 
and camps like this one at 

Nehalpora provide the 
vital life support needed 
during critical emergen-
cies,” he said.

Expressing satisfac-
tion over the turnout, 
JKTF Chairman Showkat 
Ali Beigh reiterated the 
forum’s broader social 
vision: “These welfare 
programmes will contin-
ue across all zones, as we 
remain committed to serv-
ing our people and society 
both inside and outside the 
classroom.”

The camp concluded 
with mutual appreciation 
between the visiting GMC 
Baramulla medical staff  
and the organising com-
mittee for ensuring stan-
dard medical protocols and 
smooth execution.

DC Ganderbal reviews implementation 

of Green India Mission
GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Gan-
derbal, Jatin Kishore, 
Friday chaired a meet-
ing of  the District Steer-
ing Committee for Green 
India Mission (2026–2031) 
at the VC Room, DC Office 
Ganderbal, to review the 
proposed activities under 
the Mission in the district.

During the meeting, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
reviewed the proposed 
interventions under the 
Green India Mission and 
emphasised the need for 
effective convergence 
among the concerned 
departments for timely 
implementation of  affor-
estation, nursery devel-
opment, medicinal plant 
cultivation and livelihood 
oriented activities.

The DC directed the 
concerned departments to 
ensure proper planning, 
plantation and post-plan-
tation care for achieving 
sustainable green cover in 
the identified areas.

He further directed the 
Forest Department to focus 
on the development and 
strengthening of  nurseries 
in the district and called for 
their effective utilisation 
for raising quality planting 

material to support affores-
tation and other plantation 
activities in the district.

The DC also stressed 
upon the concerned 
departments to promote 
the cultivation and devel-
opment of  medicinal plants 
and explore suitable inter-
ventions for encouraging 
medicinal plant-based 
activities in the district.

The DC directed the con-
cerned department to work 
towards establishment and 
strengthening of  a training 
centre for tribal and artisan 
communities, with focus on 
skill development and liveli-
hood opportunities related 
to forest-based activities, 
including forest produce.

He emphasised that the 
interventions under the 
Green India Mission should 
not remain confined to plan-
tation activities but should 
also contribute towards live-
lihood generation, capacity 
building and sustainable 

utilisation of forest resourc-
es, particularly for tribal 
and artisan communities.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed all con-
cerned members to ensure 
close coordination, timely 
execution of  approved 
activities and regular 
monitoring of  progress. He 
stressed upon the officers 
to identify bottlenecks at 
the implementation stage 
and address them through 
coordinated efforts.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Divisional Forest Offi-
cer Sindh Division Gander-
bal, Assistant Conservator 
of  Forests, Sindh Division, 
Assistant Commissioner 
Development Ganderbal, 
Chief  Agriculture Officer 
Ganderbal, District Tribal 
Welfare Officer Ganderbal, 
District Officer JAKEDA 
Ganderbal, representative 
of  Conservator of  Forests 
Srinagar Circle besides 
other concerned officers.

DC Budgam chairs MY Bharat DAC Meeting, 
reviews Youth Engagement initiatives

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Budgam, 
Athar Aamir Khan, Friday 
chaired the second meet-
ing of  the District Advi-
sory Committee (DAC) 
of  MY Bharat to review 
progress on various youth-
centric initiatives and pro-
grammes.

T h e  C o m m i t t e e 
reviewed the proceedings 
and action points of  the 
first DAC meeting, fol-
lowed by discussions on 
the Viksit Bharat Young 
Leaders Dialogue (VBYLD) 
Quiz, Mission Yuva, TB 
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan and 
Experiential Learning Pro-
gramme (ELP).

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed concerned 
officers to undertake coor-
dinated efforts to maximise 
participation of  students 
and youth in VBYLD and 
other MY Bharat activi-
ties.  He stressed the need 
for greater convergence 
among departments to pro-
vide young people oppor-
tunities in leadership, cul-

tural, social, developmen-
tal and youth empowering 
initiatives.

The DC also directed 
departments to ensure 
nomination of  Youth Chap-
ters and Campus Ambas-
sadors in schools, colleges 
and other educational 
institutions, besides regis-
tering more youth volun-
teers and involving them in 
government programmes.

Emphasising the role 
of  youth in community 
development, the Deputy 
Commissioner called for 
effective implementation 
of youth-focused initiatives 

at the grassroots level and 
coordinated follow-up by all 
concerned departments.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional District 
Development Commission-
er Vivek Agarwal, ADC 
Mehraj-ud-Din Shah, Chief  
Planning Officer, General 
Manager DIC, Assistant 
Commissioner Revenue, 
Chief  Education Officer, 
Chief  Medical Officer, 
Assistant Commissioner 
Development, Assistant 
Commissioner Panchayat, 
District Youth Officer MY 
Bharat and other con-
cerned officers.

DC B'pora reviews preparations for 3rd Edition of "BSF Wular Ultra Run"

Dir Info, DIPR employees condole 
demise of driver Abdul Ahad

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Director Information, Shreya Singhal has expressed deep 
shock and profound grief over the demise of Abdul Ahad Bhat, Driver 
of Joint Director Information (JDI) Kashmir, who passed away yester-
day after a brief illness.

In her condolence message, the Director Information conveyed 
heartfelt sympathies to the bereaved family and described the 
deceased as a kind, humble and warm-hearted person who was held 
in high regard by his colleagues and all those who had the opportu-
nity to know him.

The Director Information said that the demise of Abdul Ahad Bhat 
is an irreparable loss to his family as well as to the department, where 
he rendered his duties with sincerity and dedication. She added that 
his gentle disposition, helpful nature and cordial relations with col-
leagues will be remembered with respect and affection.

Waqar Knowledge Centre 
Bandipora hosts Tulail Students

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: The Waqar Knowledge Centre at Mini Secretariat 
Bandipora Friday hosted students of Classes 9th to 12th from Govern-
ment Higher Secondary School Buduaab, Tulail.

On the occasion, the Deputy Commissioner (DC) Bandipora, Indu 
Kanwal Chib, interacted with the students and enquired about their 
experiences during their exposure visit to the University of Kashmir, 
Government Unani Medical College, Ganderbal and Kishanganga 
Hydro Electric Power Project. She encouraged the students to make 
the most of such exposure opportunities and explore diverse avenues 
for higher education and career development.

Interacting with the students, the DC said that the District 
Administration has taken steps to strengthen educational 
arrangements in Gurez. She said that Gurez has good enrolment 
across its schools, adding that there is significant scope to further 
improve the quality of education and learning outcomes in the 
Sub-Division.

Highlighting initiatives under the Aspirational Block programme, 
the Deputy Commissioner said Tulail has received an award of ₹1.5 
crore from NITI Aayog. She added that around 50 ideas have been 
received from the people of Gurez for inclusion under the develop-
ment plan.

She highlighted the proposed solar-enabled Mobile Knowledge 
Centre as one of the community-driven ideas aimed at taking educa-
tional resources closer to students in remote areas. She also empha-
sised the importance of strengthening library facilities to promote 
reading and learning.

The interaction provided the students an opportunity to share 
their experiences and engage with the Deputy Commissioner on edu-
cation, career choices and opportunities for personal development.

ADC Sopore holds Interactive 
Programme at GGHS Bomai

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Additional Deputy Commissioner (ADC) Sopore, S.A. 
Raina, Friday presided over an interactive programme at Government 
Girls High School (GGHSS), Bomai, aimed at providing students with 
guidance on career choices, personal development and responsible 
decision-making.

The programme was attended by students, teachers, parents and 
respected citizens of the locality, providing a common platform for 
meaningful discussion on issues concerning the educational, profes-
sional and personal development of young students.

Addressing the gathering, the ADC stressed the importance of 
helping students understand their interests, abilities and aspirations 
while making informed career choices.

He said that parents and teachers have a crucial role in identify-
ing the strengths of children, encouraging them to explore available 
opportunities and supporting them without imposing unnecessary 
expectations. He urged students to remain focused, disciplined and 
consistent in their efforts and to seek guidance whenever they face 
uncertainty about their future.

A detailed discussion was also held on the prevention of drug 
abuse and the collective responsibility of students, parents and 
teachers in addressing the issue.

S. A. Raina highlighted the need for open communication with 
young people and timely guidance to keep them away from harmful 
influences. He called upon parents and teachers to remain attentive 
to the concerns and behavioural changes of children and provide 
them with a supportive environment.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA:  Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Ban-
dipora, Indu Kanwal Chib, 
Friday chaired a meeting 
at the Mini Secretariat to 
review preparations for 
the 3rd Edition of  the "BSF 
Wular Ultra Run 2026", 
scheduled to be held on 
October 4, 2026, under the 
theme “Save Wular, Run 
With Bordermen.”

The event is being 
organised by BSF under 

the aegis of  Frontier HQ 
BSF Kashmir, with the 
objective of  promoting fit-
ness, community engage-
ment and tourism in the 
Kashmir Valley.

The run will feature four 
categories of  50 km, 25 km, 
10.5 km and 5 km, with 
designated start and finish 
points and routes covering 
various stretches around 
Bandipora and Wular Van-
tage Park.

During the meeting, 
detailed discussions were 

held on route management, 
security, traffic regula-
tion, medical prepared-
ness, hydration, sanitation, 
accommodation, fire and 
emergency preparedness, 
cultural programmes, 
cleanliness, beautification 
and publicity arrangements.

The DC directed all 
concerned departments to 
ensure close coordination 
with BSF and other stake-
holders for timely comple-
tion of  all arrangements. 
She directed the Chief  

Medical Officer (CMO) to 
convene a meeting with 
concerned medical staff, 
sensitise them regard-
ing their roles and ensure 
adequate preparedness of  
hospitals and emergency 
medical services.

The DC stressed the need 
for adequate medical points, 
hydration points and porta-
ble toilets along the routes. 
The concerned agencies 
were directed to ensure 
effective Fire and Emergen-
cy preparedness, including 

availability of  necessary 
equipment and personnel 
at critical locations.

The DC directed the Dis-
trict Information Officer 
(DIO) to ensure extensive 
publicity and dissemina-
tion of  the event, including 
publication of  the traffic 
advisory through Print and 
Electronic Media and other 
appropriate platforms, 
besides creating awareness 
among the public regarding 
traffic diversions and event-
related arrangements.

Sericulture Dev Deptt facilitates Exposure 

Visit for 80 Sericulture Farmers

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: The Sericul-
ture Development Depart-
ment, Bandipora, Friday 
facilitated an exposure visit 
for 80 sericulture farmers, 
including farmers from 
tribal communities, under 
Silk Samagra-2/Holistic Agri-
culture Development Pro-
gramme (HADP), as part of  
the Human Resource Devel-
opment (HRD) component.

The participating farm-
ers from Chittebanday, C.A. 
Khan and other sericulture 
villages of  the district vis-
ited various important 
sericulture institutions and 
facilities to gain practical 
knowledge and firsthand 
experience of scientific mul-
berry cultivation, silkworm 

rearing, cocoon production 
and silk processing.

As part of  the pro-
gramme, the farmers vis-
ited P4 Basic Seed Farm, 
Central Silk Board, Man-
sbal, Ganderbal; College 
of  Temperate Sericulture, 
SKUAST-K, Mirgund; 
Basic Seed Station, Mir-
gund, Baramulla; and 
Government Silk Factory, 
Rajbagh, Srinagar.

The visit aimed to pro-
vide field-level exposure to 
improved sericulture prac-
tices, including scientific 
mulberry cultivation, silk-
worm rearing techniques, 
disease and pest manage-
ment, seed production, 
cocoon production and silk 
processing.

During the visit, the farm-

ers also interacted with 
technical experts and field 
functionaries and gained an 
understanding of  various 
stages of the sericulture value 
chain. The exposure is expect-
ed to enhance their technical 
capacities and encourage 
adoption of  modern and sci-
entific practices for improving 
cocoon yield, quality and farm 
income.

The Department stated 
that such capacity-building 
and exposure programmes 
form an important com-
ponent of  its efforts to 
strengthen the sericulture 
sector in District Bandipo-
ra, particularly by extend-
ing technical knowledge 
and institutional exposure 
to farmers from tribal and 
other rural communities.



        CMYK        

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

NEWS
www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

        CMYK        

SRINAGAR   |  Saturday, 26, September 2026 03

     Autumn Session

Hailstorm damage in Banakoot 
assessed, Loss below SDRF 
subsidy threshold: CM

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah, 
who also holds the Rev-
enue portfolio, Friday 
informed the Jammu 
and Kashmir Legisla-
tive Assembly that the 
damage caused by hail-
storm in parts of  Bana-
koot Block of  Bandipora 
has been assessed at less 
than 33 per cent, and 
therefore does not meet 
the prescribed threshold 
for input subsidy under 
SDRF norms.

The Chief  Minister 
was replying to a Call-
ing Attention Notice 
moved by MLA Bandip-
ora Nizam-ud-Din Bhat 
regarding the hailstorm 
accompanied by rainfall 
and gusty winds report-
ed in certain areas of  

Banakoot on September 
6, which caused local-
ized damage to agricul-
tural and horticultural 
crops, including paddy, 
vegetables and fruit 
orchards.

As per the report of  

the Chief  Agriculture 
Officer, Bandipora, the 
extent of  crop damage 
in the affected areas has 
been assessed at less than 
33 per cent.

The Chief  Minister 
informed the House that 

the damage was mainly in 
the form of  localized lodg-
ing and physical injury to 
paddy, minor damage to 
vegetable crops and lim-
ited bruising, fruit drop 
and injury to fruits and 
foliage in orchards.

He stated that since the 
assessed crop damage is 
below the prescribed 33 
per cent threshold, the 
affected cases do not 
qualify for input subsi-
dy under the applicable 
SDRF norms.

The Chief  Minister 
further informed the 
House that the con-
cerned Agriculture 
and Horticulture field 
functionaries have been 
advising the affected 
farmers on appropriate 
crop-management mea-
sures to minimize fur-
ther losses.

Patnitop proposed under Centre’s 

GCTD Scheme: CM
Master Plan revision process initiated; Unified Building Bye-Laws

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Friday 
informed the Jammu 
and Kashmir Legislative 
Assembly that Patnitop 
has not been declared a 
world-class tourism des-
tination by the Govern-
ment of  India, while the 
J&K Government has pro-
posed the destination for 
consideration under the 
Centre’s Globally Compet-
itive Tourism Destination 
Scheme.

Replying to a question 
by MLA Chenani Balwant 
Singh Mankotia during 
the Question Hour of  the 
ongoing Autumn Session, 
the Chief  Minister said a 
preliminary survey for 
identification of  suitable 
land parcels, along with 
comprehensive stakehold-
er consultation confer-
ences, had already been 
completed for the proposed 
initiative.

He said the requisite 
ground data and basic 
details for the proposal 
were currently being 

compiled. No funds have 
so far been sanctioned or 
released by the Govern-
ment of  India for the pro-
posed project.

On the revision of  the 
PDA Master Plan-2000, the 
Chief  Minister said the 
Tourism Department had 
initiated the process for 
comprehensive revision 
and preparation of  Master 
Plans for various Develop-
ment Authorities, includ-
ing the Patnitop Develop-
ment Authority.

He said the initiative 
seeks to address rapid 
urban growth, modern 
infrastructure require-
ments and sustainable 
spatial development, 
besides optimising land 
use, improving public 
amenities and establishing 
a clear roadmap for long-
term development.

The Chief  Minister 
informed the House that 
the Request for Proposal, 
as finalised by the Steering 
Committee constituted by 
the Government, had been 
floated for engagement of  a 
consultancy agency to pre-

pare the Master Plan.
Regarding construction 

norms for hilly areas, he 
said these were proposed 
to be reviewed wherever 
required during the prepa-
ration or revision of  the 
Master Plans, keeping in 
view local terrain, geologi-
cal and structural safety 
considerations, environ-
mental sensitivity, carry-
ing capacity, infrastructure 
requirements and tourism 
potential.

On the proposed revision 
of  BOCA norms for com-
mercial buildings within 
the PDA jurisdiction, the 
Chief  Minister said any 
modification in construc-
tion norms, zoning regu-
lations, land-use classifi-
cation or other planning 
parameters would be con-
sidered in accordance with 
prevailing laws, rules and 
applicable planning and 
building regulations, after 
due assessment and con-
sultation with concerned 
stakeholders.

He also informed the 
House that the Unified 
Building Bye-Laws, 2021 

were already implemented 
in the jurisdiction of  the 
Patnitop Development 
Authority.

Giving details of  build-
ing permission cases for 
the last two years, the 
Chief  Minister stated that 
during 2024-25, the PDA 
received six commercial 
cases, of  which three were 
approved and three reject-
ed, with none pending. In 
the residential category, 
42 cases were received, 18 
approved and 24 rejected, 
with no case pending.

During 2025-26, 10 com-
mercial building permis-
sion cases were received, 
of  which four were 
approved, three rejected 
and three remained pend-
ing. In the residential 
category, 60 cases were 
received, 16 approved, 
41 rejected and three 
remained pending.

The Chief  Minister fur-
ther informed the House 
that, as per available 
records, 14 residential and 
two commercial building 
permission cases had sub-
sequently been received.

Restoration of cloudburst, flash- flood 
affected infrastructure underway: Govt

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy Chief  
Minister Surinder Choud-
hary Friday informed 
the Legislative Assembly 
that the Government has 
taken necessary measures 
for restoration of  affected 
infrastructure by flash 
floods/cloudbursts across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter was replying on behalf  
of  the Chief  Minister to a 
question raised by MLA 
Shakti Raj Parihar.

Surinder Choudhary 
informed the House that 
roads and water supply 
schemes affected during 
2025-26 have been tempo-
rarily restored, while per-
manent restoration works 
are under process. Simi-
larly, the affected roads 
and water supply schemes 
during 2026-27 have been 
partially restored, with 
permanent restoration 
works being taken up in 
all affected districts of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Deputy Chief  Min-
ister further informed 
that financial assistance 
admissible under the 
norms of  the State Disas-
ter Response Fund (SDRF) 
is being provided to the 

affected persons. He clari-
fied that no special package 
or separate relief  package 
has been sanctioned spe-
cifically for rehabilitation 
purposes.

However, he said that 
the Chief  Minister, under 
the Chief  Minister’s Relief  
Fund, has extended addi-
tional assistance to families 
whose residential struc-
tures suffered damage in 
the affected areas.

“In Kishtwar district, 
following the cloudburst 
incident at Chishoti during 
2025-26, an amount of  ₹1 
lakh each was provided to 16 
affected households whose 
houses were damaged, 
while ₹0.25 lakh each was 
provided to three partially 
damaged houses” he said 

and maintained for the year 
2026-27, ₹108 lakh has been 
released under the Chief  
Minister’s Relief  Fund in 
Poonch district for 87 ben-
eficiaries whose structures 
suffered damage.

Similarly, in Rajouri dis-
trict, ₹281.00 lakh has been 
released under the Chief  
Minister’s Relief  Fund for 
377 beneficiaries affected 
by structural damage.

The Deputy Chief  Min-
ister reiterated that the 
Government remains com-
mitted to ensuring timely 
restoration of  essential 
infrastructure, extending 
admissible relief  to affect-
ed families and expediting 
permanent restoration 
works in areas impacted 
by natural calamities.

75% Work Completed on 50-Bedded 
Pahalgam Hospital: Sakeena Itoo

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Health & Medical Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo Friday 
informed the Legislative 
Assembly that around 75 
per cent physical prog-
ress has been achieved 
on the construction of  the 
50-bedded hospital block 
at Pahalgam, with the 
remaining works being 
pursued on priority.

The Minister was reply-
ing to a question raised 
by MLA Pahalgam Altaf  
Ahmad Wani.

Sakeena Itoo informed 
the House that the Health & 
Medical Education Depart-
ment had accorded Admin-
istrative Approval under 
Government Order No. 
244-JK(HME) of  2020 dated 
March 12, 2020, for con-
struction of  the 50-bedded 
hospital at Pahalgam at a 
sanctioned cost of  ₹19.90 
crore. The project includes 
construction of  the hos-
pital building along with 
associated civil, electri-
cal, mechanical and allied 
works.

The Minister said that  
₹16.75 crore has been 
released against the proj-
ect, while₹10.53 crore had 
been expended up to March 
31, 2026. An expenditure 
of  ₹33.31 lakh has further 
been incurred during the 
current financial year, as 
reflected in the departmen-
tal statement.

The Minister informed 

the House that the project 
is progressing satisfactorily 
and has achieved approxi-
mately 75 per cent physical 
progress.

She said the DG Set has 
been successfully commis-
sioned and handed over, 
while the Laundry System, 
Central Sterile Supply 
Department (CSSD) and 
Sterile Tunnel Project 
(STP) have been supplied/
installed and are presently 
at the commissioning stage.

The installation of  the 
hospital lift is also under 
progress, while the remain-
ing mechanical and electri-
cal components are being 
pursued for completion.

Giving details about the 
delay, Sakeena Itoo said that 
during execution, an addi-
tional basement became 
necessary due to site topog-
raphy and level differences.

This resulted in an 
increase in the built-up area 
and consequently required 
additional structural, archi-

tectural, allied, mechanical 
and electrical works, lead-
ing to revision of the project 
cost.

She further stated that 
post-COVID escalation in 
equipment and installation 
costs also contributed to the 
increase in the project cost, 
for which additional fund-
ing is being explored.

The Minister informed 
the House that the progress 
of  the project is being per-
sonally monitored and that 
a review meeting has also 
been held with all stake-
holders to address the issues 
affecting its completion.

She said the process for 
revised Administrative 
Approval has already been 
initiated and the same will 
be accorded after receipt 
and scrutiny of  the revised 
DPR from the Directorate of  
Health Services, Kashmir.

Responding to a supple-
mentary regarding upgra-
dation of PHCs at Pahalgam, 
Sallar and Aishmuqam to 
Sub-District Hospitals, the 
Minister clarified that there 
is no such proposal at pres-
ent, as the Department is 
currently focusing on con-
solidation and strengthen-
ing of  existing healthcare 
facilities.

She further explained 
the provisions of  IPHS-2022 
norms, stating that districts 
with less than five lakh pop-
ulation and having a func-
tional District Hospital do 
not require a Sub-District 
Hospital.

14 Dev projects worth ₹24.62 
crore under execution across 
B'la Town: Govt

AUTUMN SESSION

'Govt to extend financial assistance to 
eligible hailstorm affected farmers'

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The govern-
ment will extend financial 
assistance to all eligible 
farmers affected by the 
hailstorm that occurred 
during the intervening 
night of  September 18 and 
19, 2026 in various areas of  
Srigufwara and Bijbehara.

This was stated by 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
Surinder Kumar Choud-
hary who was replying, 
on behalf  of  Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah, to a 
Calling Attention Motion 
moved by Legislator Dr. 
Bashir Ahmad ShahVeeri.

The Dy CM stated that 
the government has put 
in place a mechanism to 
assess the crop damage 
and extend financial 
assistance to the eligible 
affected farmers under the 
applicable relief  and crop 
insurance mechanisms.

“The farmers enrolled 
under the Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 
(PMFBY) will receive 
f inancial settlement 
directly from the designat-
ed insurance companies 

after proper verification. 
Besides, the farmers who 
have not registered them-
selves under PMFBY may 
be compensated under the 
State Disaster Response 
Fund (SDRF),” he stated.

Regarding the extent of  
damage, the Dy CM said 
that as per the preliminary 
assessment, 83.5 hectares 
of  agricultural land belong-
ing to 415 farmers has been 
affected. In several loca-
tions, damage to paddy 
crops has been assessed in 
the range of 70 to 95 per cent, 
with the highest damage 
reported in Trai-Sakhras 
and Hanumanpora areas.

In the horticulture 
sector, preliminary damage 
ranging between 5 and 15 
per cent has been report-
ed across areas including 
Hafizabad, Arwani, Rakh 
Moman, Marhama, T.M. 
Shah, Semthan, Baliyar, 
Trail, Hanumanpora, 
Adlash and Chandpora.

The Deputy Chief  
Minister said that the 
concerned field agencies 
have been directed to 
undertake proper assess-
ment and verification 
of  crop losses to ensure 
that the eligible farmers 
receive relief  as per the 
prescribed provisions.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
School Education, Health 
& Medical Education, 
Sakeena Itoo, replying on 
behalf  of  the Chief  Minis-
ter, Omar Abdullah Friday 
informed the Legislative 
Assembly that 14 develop-
mental works involving a 
total project cost of  ₹24.62 
crore are under execution 
in Baramulla Town, with 
several projects completed 
and others progressing at 
different stages.

The Minister was reply-
ing to a question raised by 
MLA Javid Hassan Baig.

Sakeena Itoo informed 
the House that against 
the total project cost of  
₹2,462.67 lakh, an expen-
diture of  ₹445.24 lakh had 
been incurred up to March 
2026. During the current 
financial year, ₹25 lakh has 
been utilised against the 
released amount of  ₹130.60 
lakh. Of  the 14 works, 
three have been completed, 
while the remaining works 
are at various stages of  
execution.

Regarding the proposed 
multi-level car parking 
facility near the R&B 
Office, Baramulla, the 
Minister informed the 
House that Administrative 
Approval for the project 
was accorded on October 
10, 2025.

She said that com-
mencement of  the project 
was delayed as the land, 

being under the owner-
ship of  PWD (R&B), had 
not yet been transferred in 
favour of  Municipal Coun-
cil Baramulla.

The proposed site also 
contains existing poplar 
trees requiring valuation 
by the Forest Department 
followed by their auction/
removal, she added. In 
addition, an old building 
at the site requires assess-
ment and completion of  
the prescribed procedure 
for its disposal/removal, 
she added.

Sakeena Itoo said that 
these essential pre-con-
struction and statutory 
formalities had affected 
commencement of  the 
project.

"The requisite formali-
ties are now under process, 
and the concerned agen-
cies have been directed to 
complete them on prior-
ity so that work can com-
mence at the earliest”, she 
said.

On the construction/
development of  three 
entry gates at Baramulla, 
the Minister informed the 
House that Administrative 
Approval was accorded 
vide Order No. DULBK/
Plg/746 of  2025 dated 
September 20, 2025",She 
informed.

She said that execution 
of  the entry gate at Jan-
bazpora and Khowjabagh 
was affected by objections 
raised by local residents, 
necessitating shifting of  

Govt to expedite Devar Lolab 
NTPHC works; Rs 40 Lakh 
earmarked: Sakeena Itoo

Govt intensifies relief, restoration 

measures in Rajouri, Poonch: Dy CM

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Health and Medical Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo, Friday 
informed the Legislative 
Assembly that the PHC 
building at Devar Lolab, 
Kupwara was approved 
under the district sector 
in 2020-21 through J&K 
Housing Board as execut-
ing agency. She said the 
project was approved at 
Rs 199 lakh and allotted at 
Rs 141 lakh with a comple-
tion period of  three finan-
cial years.

The Minister was reply-
ing to a Calling Attention 
Motion moved by MLA 
Qaysar Jamshaid Lone 
regarding prolonged delay 
in completion of  PHC 
building at Diver Lolab.

The Minister stated 
that, owing to the consid-
erable time elapsed since 
preparation of  the original 
Detailed Project Report 
(DPR) and the subsequent 
revision in construction 
costs, the J&K Housing 
Board has submitted a 
revised DPR amounting 
₹206.64 lakh for taking 
up the balance works of  

the NT-PHC Devar Lolab 
above the ground floor.

Sakeena Itoo said that 
the revised DPR is presently 
under scrutiny by the Chief  
Medical Officer (CMO), 
Kupwara to ensure that all 
essential components are 
incorporated and the build-
ing becomes fully functional 
upon completion.

The government has also 
stated that the department 
has already earmarked ₹40 
lakh under the UT Capex 
Budget 2026-27 for the proj-
ect and the funds will be 
utilised for execution of  the 
balance works after final-
ization and approval of  the 
revised DPR.

The Minister empha-
sized that the department 
is committed to complete 
the balance work in a time-
bound manner.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir government 
Friday informed the Leg-
islative Assembly that 
comprehensive relief  and 
restoration measures have 
been undertaken for areas 
affected by heavy rains, 
flash floods and landslides 
in Rajouri and Poonch dis-
tricts.

This was stated by 
Deputy Chief  Minister, 
Surinder Kumar Choud-
hary, in response to a 
Calling Attention Motion 
raised by MLA Muzaffar 
Iqbal Khan regarding the 
extensive damage caused 
by unprecedented heavy 
rains, flash floods and 
landslides in Thanamandi 
Constituency and various 
parts of  Poonch.

The Dy CM was replying 
on behalf  of  Chief  Minister 
who also holds the portfolio 
of  Disaster Management, 
Relief, Rehabilitation and 
Reconstruction.

The Dy CM informed the 
House that ₹300 lakh have 
been released to District 
Rajouri under the State 
Disaster Response Fund 
(SDRF) and ₹281 lakh 
under the Chief  Minister’s 
Relief  Fund (CMRF). Simi-
larly, ₹400 lakh have been 
released to District Poonch 
under SDRF and ₹137 lakh 
under CMRF.

Regarding relief  dis-

bursement, the Deputy 
Chief  Minister stated that, 
₹75.52 lakh have been dis-
bursed to 149 affected fami-
lies in Thanamandi under 
SDRF norms while ₹120.50 
lakh have been provided to 
138 families under CMRF. 
In District Poonch, ₹216.379 
lakh have been disbursed 
to affected families under 
SDRF.

The government fur-
ther informed the House 
that, over and above SDRF 
assistance, ₹5 crore each 
have been provided under 
the UT Capex Budget for 
Rajouri and Poonch dis-
tricts to undertake resto-
ration and reconstruction 
of  damaged infrastructure 
on priority. The funds are 
being utilised through the 
concerned executing agen-
cies.

The government also 
presented a district-wise 

account of  damage and res-
toration measures under-
taken. In Thanamandi 
Constituency, damage was 
reported to 182 roads, 25 
HT poles/33 KV line infra-
structure, 70 transform-
ers, 72 drinking-water 
schemes, 51.98 hectares of  
agricultural land and 1.90 
hectares of  horticulture 
land besides 149 houses.

In District Poonch, 388 
roads, 55 bridges, 29 power 
stations/transformers, 72 
drinking-water schemes, 
217.7 hectares of  agricul-
tural land and 379 houses 
were affected.

The final damage 
assessment for infrastruc-
ture restoration stands at 
₹13,025.94 lakh for roads/
bridges, ₹1,360.43 lakh 
for power stations/trans-
formers, ₹4,149 lakh for 
water supply schemes, 
and ₹6,024 lakh for khuls 
in Thanamandi Constitu-
ency. For District Rajouri, 
the final assessment totals 
₹46,022.57 lakh, comprising 
₹18,517.50 lakh for roads/
bridges, ₹3,144.32 lakh for 
power infrastructure, and 
₹24,360.75 lakh for water 
supply schemes. For Dis-
trict Poonch, the final 
assessment amounts to 
₹18,185.95 lakh for roads/
bridges, ₹233.75 lakh for 
power infrastructure, 
₹2,315.07 lakh for water 
supply schemes, and 
₹186.97 lakh for khuls.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

    Dal Lake

When National 
Heritage Becomes 

Free-For-All

T
here was a time when the sight of Dal Lake was 
enough to define Srinagar. Today, however, the same 
lake is increasingly becoming a test of whether the 
administration has the will to protect what belongs 
not to one mohalla, one family or one generation, 

but to the entire people of Kashmir. The alarming pace at 
which portions of the lake are allegedly being filled and 
encroached upon should concern every citizen. What is even 
more disturbing is the impression that a race has begun: one 
locality appears determined to reclaim more lake space before 
another does. If this continues unchecked, the question will 
soon not be who is encroaching, but how much of Dal Lake 
will actually remain.
The administration cannot afford to treat such developments 
as ordinary violations. Dal Lake is officially recognised as 
a major tourism and recreational asset of Srinagar, with its 
wetlands, floating gardens, houseboats and associated live-
lihoods forming an important part of the city's identity. The 
Srinagar Master Plan itself has previously acknowledged ram-
pant encroachment along portions of the lake and proposed 
measures to act as a deterrent to further illegal occupation.
Yet, if allegations of fresh filling are correct, the question is 
simple: who is allowing it to happen?
A lake cannot be filled overnight. Trucks, earth-moving 
machinery, construction material and human activity cannot 
operate indefinitely without someone noticing. If illegal fill-
ing is taking place at scale, there must be an accountability 
chain, from the field level to the supervisory level. Silence, 
delay or selective action only deepens public suspicion. 
Equally worrying are allegations that elements within the 
system may be facilitating or protecting such activity. These 
allegations must be investigated impartially rather than dis-
missed. If they are false, the administration should establish 
the facts and clear the air. If they are true, those responsible, 
irrespective of position or influence, must face the law.
The political dimension cannot be ignored either. Lake protec-
tion becomes particularly difficult when enforcement is per-
ceived through the prism of electoral calculations. No elected 
representative should have to choose between protecting an 
ecosystem and protecting a vote bank. Public representatives 
are elected to protect public resources, including those that 
cannot vote. Dal Lake cannot become a casualty of short-term 
political convenience.
There is also a dangerous social psychology developing around 
encroachment: if one person can get away with it, why should 
another remain behind? Once such thinking becomes normal, 
law itself loses its deterrent value. An illegal act becomes a 
precedent, the precedent becomes a claim, and eventually 
the destruction of a public resource starts being presented 
as a matter of individual entitlement. This is precisely why 
the administration needs to act before the situation reaches 
a point of no return.
The response should not merely consist of occasional demoli-
tion drives or photographs of enforcement teams. There must 
be a transparent mapping of vulnerable areas, identification of 
fresh filling, immediate stoppage of ongoing work, restoration 
of reclaimed portions wherever legally and technically feasible, 
and fixing of responsibility for administrative negligence. The 
government has the institutional machinery to do this. The 
Housing and Urban Development Department lists the Lakes 
Conservation and Management Authority among the agencies 
responsible for lake management, while Srinagar's civic adminis-
tration also identifies environmental protection and responsible 
urban development among its stated priorities.
What is required now is coordination and, above all, political 
will. Dal Lake should not become a bargaining chip between 
mohallas, officials and politicians. Nor should its future 
depend on who can mobilise greater local pressure. A lake 
does not have a vote. It cannot attend an election rally. It 
cannot approach an MLA or minister. But it provides Srinagar 
with an identity, supports livelihoods and remains one of 
Kashmir's most valuable natural assets. If the filling continues 
today, tomorrow's generations will not ask which mohalla 
gained the most land. They will ask a much more uncomfort-
able question: When Dal Lake was being swallowed, where 
was the administration?

      National Film Awards

A Tribute To The Magic Of Indian Cinema
O

n September 22, the President 
of  India, Droupadi Murmu, 
presented the 72nd National 
Film Awards in Ekta Nagar, 
Gujarat marking a departure 

from the recent tradition of  holding the 
ceremony at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi.

As a major policy initiative by the 
Ministry of  Information and Broadcasting, 
the shifting of  venue is foreseeing the 
possibility of  future editions of  the country's 
highest cinema honour to travel across other 
states and cities rather than stay anchored 
within the national capital. It may be 
perceived as a small logistical decision but 
it holds a symbolic weight for cinema that 
the ceremony belongs to every region, not 
just to the corridors of  New Delhi.

This year's list of  winners, announced on 
July 18, 2026, reflects the similar spirit of  
the country's central measure of  cinematic 
merit. In the category of  the Best Feature 
Film, Article 370 was given the award along 
with its lead actress Yami Gautam who 
won the Best Actress award. Similarly, 
Mammootty and Kartik Aaryan were given 
the Best Actor honours for Bramayugam 
and Chandu Champion respectively, while 
Rajkumar Periasamy won Best Direction for 
the Tamil film Amaran.

Interestingly the most quietly significant 
win came in the non-feature category, 
where Angen, directed by Ravi Raj Murmu, 
became the first Santhali-language film to be 
honoured, a marker of  how far the awards' 
linguistic reach now extends.

This year, the Dadasaheb Phalke Award, 
cinema's lifetime achievement honour 
was given to veteran actor Anant Nag, 
whose five-decade career spans over 300 

films across six languages. Meanwhile, to 
understand the context why national awards 
matter so much in present circumstances 
we need to look back at where the process 
began in the country prior to partition of  
the subcontinent. In 1913, Indian cinema's 
own story started when Dadasaheb Phalke 
completed Raja Harishchandra, the 
country's first full-length feature film.

It took four more decades for the Indian 
state to formally recognise the art form: 
following recommendations from the 1949 
Film Enquiry Committee, the government 
instituted the State Awards for Films in 
1954, honouring the films of  1953. That first 
edition was modest, just seven honours 
across feature films, documentaries and 
children's films, with Shyamchi Aai winning 
the top feature film prize.

The awards grew steadily with the 
industry itself. Acting honours arrived 
only in 1967-68, when Uttam Kumar and 
Nargis won the first Best Actor and Best 
Actress awards. The Dadasaheb Phalke 
Award followed in 1969, first given to 
Devika Rani. Administration passed to the 
Directorate of  Film Festivals in 1973, and 
in 2022 that body merged into the National 
Film Development Corporation, which 
now runs the awards.

Each of  these shifts added new categories, 
new crafts, and new regions to the fold — 
a process the 72nd edition continues, most 
visibly through its recognition of  films 
in Garhwali and Tulu, languages outside 
the Constitution's Eighth Schedule that 
nonetheless now have a place on the 
national stage. The awards' purpose has 

stayed remarkably consistent since 1954: to 
encourage films of  technical and aesthetic 
merit, to help audiences understand the 
country's regional cultures, and, through 
that understanding, to strengthen national 
unity. They are not simply trophies.

A National Award pulls a film out of  
a narrow regional audience and onto a 
country-wide platform, often reshaping a 
filmmaker's career in the process.

That mission carries real economic weight 
today. India's media and entertainment 
sector is now the fifth largest in the world, 
powered by millions of  digital creators and a 
strong cost advantage in animation and VFX 
work. Cinema is not just cultural expression 
— it is a livelihood engine and a form of  soft 
power that carries Indian storytelling to 
global audiences.

The 72nd National Film Awards capture 
an industry in transition: still rooted in the 
two-tier jury system introduced decades 
ago, still measuring films against the same 
core standards of  craft and social relevance, 
but increasingly willing to look beyond the 
familiar centres of  Hindi and major regional 
cinema. A Santhali film winning for the first 
time, a Garhwali and Tulu film earning 
separate recognition, and the ceremony 
itself  relocating to Gujarat all point in the 
same direction — toward an award that 
is finally trying to look as diverse as the 
country whose films it honours.

If  that trajectory holds, the National 
Film Awards may end up doing more than 
crowning the year's best films; they may help 
build the audience for cinema that has, until 
now, rarely reached beyond its own region.

Courtesy- PIB Srinagar

Faith, Character, And Consent

Why Choosing Suitable Partner Is Getting 

Difficult For Valleyites 

DR. FIAZ MAQBOOL FAZILI   

Are Character (Akhlaq), 
Honesty, Caring 
,Milan saar  and Good 
natured,Gentleness( 
sharafat) ( spirituality 
(Deen) still as key 
criteria for selecting 
a spouse., or they are 
taking back foot

M
arriage is a socio-
sacred institution 
that plays a pivotal 
role in the social 
and spir i tual 

fabric of  life. In Islam, choosing 
a marital spouse is a lifetime 
and lifestyle decision of  great 
importance, one that should be 
made with wisdom, sincerity, 
and faith-based principles. In 
Islam, the right of  a woman to 
choose her marriage partner is 
firmly established, emphasising 
her consent as a cornerstone of  
a valid marriage. Contrary to 
misconceptions, Islam grants 
both men and women the right to 
choose their partners, ensuring 
that consent is a fundamental 
component of  a valid marriage. 

However, while religious 
teachings provide clear 
guidance on choosing a spouse, 
societal norms and cultural 
expectations can sometimes 
lead to confusion or pressure, 
influencing individuals in ways 
that may not align with Islamic 
values. This essay explores 
the key criteria for choosing 
a spouse, the misconceptions 
surrounding freedom of  choice, 
and the societal and religious 
perspectives that impact this 
decision. Additionally, it delves 
into the importance of  safety—
both emotional and physical—
when selecting a life partner.

Key criteria for choosing a 
spouse, especially by followers of  
the faith Islam in a materialistic 
era like today, are pushed as the 
next priority. Islamic teachings 
emphasise specific qualities 
that should be prioritised when 
selecting a spouse. The Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon 
him) said, "A woman is married 
for four things: her wealth, her 
lineage, her beauty, and her 
religion. Choose the one who is 

religious; may you be blessed." 
(Sahih al-Bukhari,  Sahih 
Muslim) This hadith highlights 
that while people may consider 
various factors when choosing 
a spouse, the most important 
criterion should be faith (deen). 
Below are key aspects that 
Islam emphasises: Faith and 
Spirituality (Deen): A strong 
connection to faith ensures that 
both partners share similar 
values, beliefs, and life goals. 
A person with a firm religious 
foundation is more likely to 
uphold justice, kindness, and 
responsibility in marriage. Good 
Character (Akhlaq): Character 
defines how a person treats 
their spouse and others around 
them. Qualities such as honesty, 
patience, respect, and humility 
contribute to a stable and 
loving marriage. A successful 
marriage is built on trust, which 
requires both partners to be 
truthful, honest and dependable. 
Deception or dishonesty of  any 
kind can lead to instability and 
emotional distress.

Compatibility: While faith 
is the most critical factor, 
compatibility in lifestyle, 
values, and long-term goals 
enhances mutual understanding 
and happiness in marriage. 
Compatibility in marriage goes 
beyond faith—it extends to 
lifestyle, values, personality, 
mindset, attitude and long-
term goals, fostering mutual 
understanding and happiness. No 
two individuals, not even identical 
twins, share identical behaviours 
and attitudes. Differences are 
inevitable, making compromise, 
tolerance, coexistence, and 
sacrifice essential for a lasting 
relationship. Resilience helps 
couples navigate challenges, 
ensuring love and respect remain 
intact. To sustain and nurture a 
successful marriage, one must 
set aside egos and materialistic 
concerns, prioritising emotional 
connection and mutual growth. 
Just as a well-fitted pair of  shoes 
brings comfort, a relationship 
thrives when both partners 
adjust and walk together in 
harmony.

Family Considerations and 
Support: While Islam allows 
individual choice, it also 
encourages considering family 
opinions. A spouse who respects 
their partner’s family is more 
likely to foster a harmonious 
relationship. Sadly, there is a 
haughtiness of  "tribes", sects and 
certain families' erroneous belief  
of  privileged ones, especially 
whose family name ends with 
the letter “I". Financial and 
Emotional Stability: A potential 
spouse should be emotionally 
mature and capable of  fulfilling 
their responsibilities, ensuring 

that the marriage is not burdened 
with undue hardship.

M i s c o n c e p t i o n s  Ab o u t 
Freedom of  Choice in Marriage; 
Freedom ≠ Western Dating 
Culture; One of  the most 
common misconceptions is 
equating the Islamic approach 
to marriage with restrictive 
or forced marriages. However, 
Islam upholds the freedom 
of  choice while providing 
guidelines to ensure a successful 
and righteous union. Islamic 
freedom in marriage does not 
mean unrestricted relationships 
or casual dating. Instead, it 
promotes a structured approach 
where interactions are conducted 
within ethical boundaries to 
ensure mutual respect and 
dignity.

Parental Consent vs. Forced 
Marriage: Islam encourages 
parental guidance but strictly 
prohibits forced marriages. The 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 
annulled a marriage in which a 
woman was married without her 
consent, reaffirming her right to 
choose (Sunan Abu Dawood).

Cultural Pressures vs. 
Islamic Teachings: In some 
cultures, marriage decisions 
are influenced by wealth, social 
status, or tribal affiliations 
rather than faith and character. 
Such practices contradict Islamic 
teachings, which prioritise 
righteousness over materialistic 
concerns.

Societal Norms and Their 
Impact on Choosing a Spouse; 
Societal expectations often 
shape how individuals perceive 
marriage. Some cultural norms 
align with Islamic teachings, 
while others create obstacles that 
contradict faith-based principles. 
Below are some societal factors 
affecting marriage choices: 
Materialism and Status: Many 
societies place undue emphasis 
on financial status, leading 
individuals to prioritise wealth 
over character. This can result 
in relationships that lack 
genuine compatibility and 
spiritual connection. Unrealistic 

Beauty Standards: Social media 
and mainstream culture often 
promote superficial beauty 
standards, leading individuals 
to prioritise appearance over 
faith and values. This can 
divert attention from what truly 
sustains a marriage—character 
and compatibility. Family 
Expectations: While parental 
approval is important, excessive 
family pressure can lead to forced 
or compromised choices. Islam 
encourages balance—seeking 
family support while ensuring 
that the final decision aligns with 
Islamic principles. Fear of  Social 
Judgement: Some individuals 
make marital decisions based 
on societal approval rather than 
personal compatibility. This can 
lead to unhappy marriages where 
expectations are met for external 
validation rather than genuine 
partnership.

Ensuring Safety in Choosing a 
Marital Spouse: Marriage should 
be a source of  security, love, 
and companionship. Ensuring 
safety—both emotionally and 
physically—is crucial when 
selecting a life partner. Here 
are some key considerations: 
Background Checks and Family 
Inquiry: Islam encourages 
investigating a potential 
spouse’s background to ensure 
they possess good character and 
intentions. Seeking information 
from reliable sources, such as 
family and community members, 
can help in making an informed 
decision. Observing Behaviour 
in Different Settings: A person’s 
behaviour in social settings, with 
family and friends, especially 
where opinions differ (small 
fights) and under stress, reveals 
much about their character. If  
someone exhibits aggression, 
dishonesty, or disrespect, these 
are warning signs that should not 
be ignored.

O p e n  a n d  H o n e s t 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n :  B e f o r e 
marriage, both individuals with 
the consent of  parents should 
discuss within permissible 
limits of  sharia the key 

aspects of  life, including faith, 
family expectations, financial 
responsibilities, and personal 
goals. Transparency minimises 
misunderstandings later in 
marriage. This one action has 
proved successful in maintaining 
a successful relationship.

Recognising Red Flags: Some 
behaviours indicate potential 
danger in a relationship, 
including: Controlling or 
manipulative  tendencies ; 
Disrespect towards family or 
elders; History of  substance 
abuse, dishonesty or violence 
illegal relationships (living 
or otherwise) Refusal to 
communicate openly, hiding 
some adverse information (health 
or other) which can affect marital 
bondage.

Involving Trusted Elders or 
Advisors: Seeking advice from 
knowledgeable and trustworthy 
elders or religious scholars 
always provides valuable insights 
into making the right choice.

Spiritual Guidance and Prayer 
(Istikhara): Seeking divine 
guidance through prayer (Salat 
al-Istikhara) is an essential 
step in making a wise marital 
decision. Placing trust in Allah 
ensures that the choice is made 
with sincerity and faith.

Choosing a marital spouse is a 
significant decision that requires 
a balance of  faith, wisdom, 
and personal conviction. Islam 
provides clear guidance on the 
qualities to seek in a spouse—
faith, character, honesty, and 
compatibility—while also 
emphasising the importance of  
individual choice and consent. 
Societal norms should be 
evaluated critically, ensuring 
that cultural expectations do not 
override religious principles. 
Furthermore, prioritising safety 
in selecting a partner is essential 
to fostering a secure and fulfilling 
marriage. Open communication, 
background verification, and 
spiritual guidance help ensure 
a successful union. By adhering 
to Islamic teachings and making 
informed choices, individuals can 
build marriages that are rooted 
in love, trust, and long-term 
harmony. Ultimately, choosing 
a spouse wisely is not just about 
finding a life partner but about 
building a relationship that aligns 
with one’s faith, values, and long-
term aspirations. By placing 
trust in Allah and following the 
principles of  Islam, one can ensure 
a marriage that brings peace, joy, 
and spiritual growth.

The author is a surgeon at 
Mubarak Hospital, Member of  

GCC- Group of  Concerned citizens  
contributing Social. Moral and 

religious columns. He can be 
reached at drfiaZfazili@gmail.com.
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       The Duty To Doubt

Who Does Journalism Serve?

DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

I
n today's times, it's becoming 
more difficult than ever to dis-
tinguish between a journalist 
and a propagandist. The number 
of  news outlets has increased, 

sources of  information have expanded, 
and social media has given everyone a 
platform to express their views. But 
amidst this expansion, a serious ques-
tion has arisen about the fundamental 
role of  journalism: is journalism still a 
medium for questioning power, or is it 
becoming part of  political and ideologi-
cal factions? This question is not lim-
ited to any one person, organisation, 
channel, or ideology. The question of  
journalism's credibility in a democracy 
is much broader than this.

Today, the media is often accused of  
dividing journalism into two distinct 
camps. One camp appears to defend 
almost every policy, decision, and 
statement of  the ruling party, while 
the other finds fault or flaw in almost 
every move by the ruling party. Both 
have their own audiences, readers, 
and supporters. Both have their own 
arguments, and both have their own 
ideological following. The problem isn't 
whether a journalist criticizes or sup-
ports a particular policy. The problem 
arises when a journalist's role is lim-
ited to supporting or opposing a politi-
cal party.

The job of  journalism is to stand up 
to power and question it. In a democ-
racy, power isn't the private right of  
any one party, leader, or government. 
Power is a responsibility bestowed by 

the people, and journalism is an impor-
tant means of  public oversight of  that 
responsibility. Therefore, a journalist's 
primary responsibility should not be 
to any party, leader, or ideology, but 
to facts, the Constitution, democratic 
institutions, and the public interest.

This is why asking questions is the 
most important task in journalism. 
When the government makes a deci-
sion, the questions should be why it 
was made, what is its purpose, who 
will benefit from it, who will suffer its 
losses, how much public money will 
be spent on it, and how will its conse-
quences be measured. Similarly, when 
the opposition makes a claim, the ques-
tions should be: what are the facts 
behind that claim, what is its basis, 
whether it has any alternative propos-
als, and how practical are its promises. 
The yardstick for questioning should 
be facts and public interest, not indi-
viduals or parties.

The biggest challenge facing jour-
nalism today isn't just political pres-
sure. Another challenge is equally seri-
ous—viewer and reader preferences. 
People often want to hear only what 
confirms their preconceived notions. 
This puts pressure on media organi-
zations to produce content that reso-
nates with their target audience. This 
is where the line between journalism 
and propaganda begins to blur.

The purpose of  propaganda is to 
create public opinion in favor of  an idea, 
person, or system. The purpose of  jour-
nalism is to inform the public based on 
available facts and raise relevant ques-
tions. The difference between the two is 
not always evident in words, but in the 
methodology of  work. In journalism, 
it is important to verify sources, verify 
claims, examine context, and provide 
relevant parties with an opportunity 
to present their views. Conversely, 
when conclusions are predetermined 
and facts are selected solely to support 
them, the credibility of  journalism is 
bound to be questioned.

A journalist can make mistakes. A 

fact may be misreported, or a story 
may be missing context. But the hall-
mark of  credible journalism is cor-
recting mistakes when they arise, 
rechecking sources, and constantly 
introspecting on one's reporting. Fair-
ness also doesn't mean presenting both 
sides of  an issue as equally valid. If  
one claim has strong facts to support 
it, while another lacks, a journalist's 
responsibility is to present the facts in 
the same proportion. Balance cannot 
mean giving equal weight to truth and 
falsehood.

Similarly, questioning the govern-
ment does not imply opposition. In a 
democracy, questioning is not oppo-
sition but a process of  democratic 
accountability. It is natural for the 
public to question a government that 
makes decisions in their name. Unfor-
tunately, today, journalists are often 
identified less by their questions and 
more by their perceived political lean-
ings. If  a journalist asks a question to 
the government, they are labeled as 
belonging to the opposition camp. If  

they present facts in support of  a gov-
ernment decision, they are labeled as a 
supporter. Thus, the journalist's ques-
tion becomes less discussed and more 
discussed about their perceived loyalty.

This situation is a challenge not only 
for journalism but also for democracy. 
A healthy media system should include 
both criticism of  the government and 
factual reporting of  its good work. The 
opposition's shortcomings should also 
be questioned, and their legitimate 
questions should also be given space. 
A journalist's job is not to appease 
any party but to empower citizens to 
reach their own conclusions by pro-
viding them with more information. 
The value of  journalism should not be 
determined by who is pleased or dis-
pleased by its news but by how reliable 
and verified information it presents to 
the public.

Therefore, the path of  unbiased jour-
nalism is not easy. The government 
may be displeased. The opposition may 
also be displeased. Advertisers may be 
uncomfortable. Social media crowds 

may criticize, and their own readers 
or viewers may express disagreement. 
Yet, the true test of  journalism occurs 
when a journalist has to publish facts 
that contradict their own comfortable 
perspectives. If  a journalist only asks 
questions whose answers please their 
own supporters, they are bound to face 
the question of  introspection.

Journalism means neither sub-
servience to power nor loyalty to the 
opposition. Neither propaganda nor 
vengeance. Neither blind devotion 
to an ideology nor opposition for the 
sake of  opposition. The fundamen-
tal foundation of  journalism is facts, 
questions, context, and public interest. 
Democracy needs journalists who can 
question the government, question the 
opposition, verify their sources, and 
have the courage to question their own 
assumptions.

Because a journalist's job isn't to 
change power. Elections are a public 
right, and the decision to change or 
maintain power rests with the voter. A 
journalist's job is different. Their job is 
to ask the ruling party what they did, 
why they did it, for whom, and who 
will bear responsibility for the conse-
quences. Similarly, their responsibility 
is to ask the opposition the basis of  its 
allegations and promises.

In a democracy, a journalist should 
neither be a friend nor an enemy of  
power. They should be a medium for 
public questioning. Only when journal-
ists ask questions, examine documents, 
verify claims, and demand answers 
from both the ruling party and the 
opposition does journalism fulfill its 
democratic role. And when journal-
ists stop asking questions, the sources 
of  information remain abundant, but 
journalism gradually diminishes. After 
all, the true identity of  journalism lies 
not in siding with any camp, but in the 
courage to question every camp.

(Dr. Priyanka Saurabh, PhD 
(Political Science), is a poet and social 

thinker.)

India At The UN

The Case For A New Global Equilibrium

DR RATAN BHATTACHARJEE

T
he United Nations is once 
again witnessing a world in 
search of  a new equilibrium. 
Wars and geopolitical ten-
sions, disruptions in supply 

chains, economic uncertainty, climate 
shocks, technological transformation 
and growing pressure on internation-
al institutions have made the global 
order increasingly complex. Against 
this backdrop, India’s External Affairs 
Minister S. Jaishankar has carried a 
message to New York that goes beyond 
the conventional vocabulary of  diplo-
macy. It is a message about a changing 
world, a changing Global South and the 
need for a more representative interna-
tional system. Jaishankar was sched-
uled to address the high-level General 
Debate of  the 81st United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly on September 26. Until 
that formal address, his interventions 
during the UNGA week have already 
outlined several of  the central themes 
of  India’s position. India’s Permanent 
Mission to the UN has identified multi-
lateralism, development, South-South 
cooperation, peaceful coexistence and 
shared prosperity as important priori-
ties for the current session.

The first message is unmistakable: 
the existing global order needs reform. 
Speaking at the inaugural Partners for 
Multilateralism, International Law, 
Peace and Prosperity summit in New 
York, Jaishankar argued for stronger 
multilateralism at a time when geopo-
litical competition and conflict are plac-
ing international cooperation under 
pressure. He emphasised more partici-
patory deliberations, transparency and 
respect for international law and rules.
This is an important distinction. India 
is not questioning the idea of  multilat-
eralism; it is questioning whether pres-
ent institutions adequately represent 
contemporary realities. The United 
Nations was created in 1945, when the 
political and economic structure of  the 
world was very different. Asia, Africa 
and Latin America have since under-
gone enormous demographic, econom-
ic and political transformations. Yet the 

architecture of  global decision-making 
has not evolved at the same pace.India 
therefore wants a system in which rep-
resentation corresponds more closely 
to present-day realities.

The second message concerns the 
Global South. At a high-level meeting 
of  like-minded Global South countries 
and friends on the sidelines of  the 
UNGA, Jaishankar described devel-
oping countries as being in the “front 
row” of  global crises but the “back 
row” of  decision-making. He pointed 
to conflicts, geopolitical tensions, dis-
rupted supply chains, trade barriers, 
fragmented investment flows, climate 
shocks and pressure on international 
rules as elements of  the present uncer-
tainty.The phrase captures a central 
Indian diplomatic argument. Devel-
oping countries often experience the 
consequences of  international crises 
without possessing proportionate influ-
ence over the decisions that produce 
or manage those crises. A rise in fuel 
prices, for example, can have conse-
quences for transport, food prices and 
household expenditure in countries 
far removed from the original geopo-
litical dispute. Similarly, disruptions 
in fertiliser supplies can directly affect 
agricultural economies.

This leads to Jaishankar’s third 
message: the world needs safeguards 
against the economic consequences of  
geopolitical rivalry.At the Partners for 
Multilateralism summit, he referred 
to the interconnected problems of  fuel, 
food, fertiliser and finance—the “4F” 
crisis—and called for international 
guardrails. He also advocated diversi-
fied and more resilient supply chains.

The importance of  this argument 
extends beyond economics. Globalisa-

tion created highly interconnected pro-
duction and distribution systems, but 
excessive concentration of  production 
and resources can create vulnerabili-
ties. A conflict, sanction, shipping dis-
ruption or sudden policy change in one 
part of  the world can affect consumers 
and producers elsewhere. India’s advo-
cacy of  supply-chain diversification is 
therefore connected with its broader 
concept of  strategic autonomy. Stra-
tegic autonomy does not necessar-
ily mean isolation. Rather, it implies 
having sufficient choices so that depen-
dence on any single source does not 
become a strategic vulnerability. The 
fourth message is about the United 
Nations Security Council.

India has for decades sought per-
manent membership of  the Security 
Council. During the present UNGA, 
Jaishankar has continued to con-
nect the question of  UN reform with 
the broader issue of  representation. 
India has also received fresh support 
for its permanent-membership aspira-
tion from the four Visegrád countries, 
Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and 
Slovakia—during their meeting with 
Jaishankar in New York. The issue is 
not merely India’s national ambition. It 
reflects the wider question of  whether 
the Security Council adequately rep-
resents the contemporary interna-
tional system. Reform discussions have 
acquired greater urgency because the 
UN’s ability to respond effectively to 
major conflicts has repeatedly been 
questioned. India has argued that the 
Global South requires stronger rep-
resentation in institutions that make 
decisions affecting international peace 
and security. The fifth message is that 
India wants to function as a bridge 

rather than merely as a bloc.
India’s foreign policy increasingly 

involves simultaneous engagement with 
different power centres. It maintains 
relationships with the United States 
and Europe while remaining engaged 
with Russia and other major powers. It 
participates in the G20, BRICS, the Quad 
and numerous regional and plurilateral 
arrangements. Its UN diplomacy simi-
larly stresses dialogue across political 
divisions. This approach becomes par-
ticularly relevant in a period of  strate-
gic competition. The world is not divided 
into two rigid ideological blocs as it was 
during the Cold War. Instead, multiple 
centres of  power coexist, cooperate 
in some areas and compete in others. 
India’s diplomacy seeks room for inde-
pendent choices within this complex 
environment.

The sixth message concerns devel-
opment. India’s UN agenda continues 
to place the developmental needs of  
the Global South near the centre of  its 
multilateral diplomacy. The Perma-
nent Mission of  India has specifically 
highlighted South-South cooperation 
and development as core priorities for 
the 81st UNGA. It has also identified 
climate initiatives such as the Inter-
national Solar Alliance, Coalition 
for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure 
and Global Biofuels Alliance as areas 
through which India seeks to contrib-
ute to international cooperation.

This development-orientated diplo-
macy also changes the meaning of India’s 
global role. India does not present itself  
only as an emerging major power seek-
ing influence. It also presents itself as a 
developing country that understands the 
constraints confronting other develop-
ing countries. Technology forms another 
part of this changing diplomatic land-
scape. Artificial intelligence, digital infra-
structure and emerging technologies are 
becoming central to economic competitive-
ness and national security. During the cur-
rent UNGA week, India has participated 
in discussions involving AI, including its 
trilateral engagement with France and the 
United Arab Emirates.

The challenge is to ensure that 
technological progress does not create 
another permanent division between 
technologically advanced economies 
and countries that merely consume 
imported technologies. For India, digi-
tal public infrastructure and techno-
logical cooperation can become instru-
ments of  development as well as stra-
tegic capacity. There is, finally, a philo-
sophical dimension to India’s message. 

The international order cannot survive 
indefinitely on power alone. Nor can 
it function effectively through institu-
tions that lack legitimacy in the eyes 
of  large sections of  the international 
community. Rules become meaning-
ful when countries believe that they 
are fairly formulated and consistently 
applied.

That is why Jaishankar’s emphasis 
on international law, transparency, 
reform and participation is significant. 
It places India’s argument within a 
larger debate about legitimacy rather 
than simply national power. The world 
watching New York is therefore listen-
ing for more than a conventional state-
ment of  foreign policy. It is listening for 
an Indian interpretation of  a rapidly 
changing international system. When 
Jaishankar speaks formally before 
the UN General Debate on September 
26, the context will already have been 
established through these interven-
tions. India has argued that the Global 
South needs greater representation, 
that multilateral institutions require 
reform, that economic shocks need col-
lective safeguards, that supply chains 
must become more resilient and that 
international cooperation remains 
essential despite geopolitical rivalry.

The ultimate message is neither 
isolationist nor interventionist. It is a 
call for greater agency, representation 
and strategic choice within a coopera-
tive international system. The world 
order is changing. The central question 
is whether its institutions will change 
with it. India’s voice through Jaishan-
kar at the United Nations is essentially 
asking the international community to 
recognise that a twenty-first-century 
world cannot indefinitely be governed 
by institutions designed for a twenti-
eth-century balance of  power. 

The future of  multilateralism will 
depend on whether the UN can become 
more representative, more transpar-
ent and more capable of  responding to 
the crises that affect ordinary people 
across continents. On September 26, 
Jaishankar’s formal address will pro-
vide the clearest expression of  India’s 
position. But even before that speech, 
New Delhi had placed one proposition 
firmly on the global diplomatic table: 
India seeks not merely a place in the 
changing world order but a greater role 
for the Global South in shaping it.

Author is International Tagore 
Awardee. He can be mailed at profra-

tanbhattacharjee@gmail.com
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Mandeep Bhandari 
appointed CBSE 
chairperson

AGENCIES 

SRINAGAR: 
The Govern-
ment of  India 
on F riday 
a p p o i n t e d 
Mandeep K 
Bhandari as 
the Chair-
person of  the 
Central Board 
of  Second-
ary Education 
(CBSE).

A 2001-batch 
IAS officer, 

Bhandari, is presently serving as Prin-
cipal Secretary to the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of  Jammu and Kashmir.

He has held several key administra-
tive positions during his career in the 
Union Territory—(KNO)

26 yrs on, CHC Thanamandi still 
awaits 24 posts, finance nod pending

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: Over 26 years after 
the Primary Health Centre (PHC) at 
Thanamandi in Rajouri was upgrad-
ed to a Community Health Centre 
(CHC), the institution is still await-
ing the creation of  24 additional posts 
proposed to strengthen its manpower.

The issue came up in the 
Assembly in response to a ques-
tion raised by Thanamandi MLA 
Muzaffar Iqbal Khan regarding the 
availability of  doctors and para-
medical staff  in health institutions 
in the area.

In its reply, the Health and Medi-
cal Education Department,  said PHC 
Thanamandi was upgraded to a CHC 
in 1999 through Government Order No. 
30-HME of  1999 dated February 2, 1999.

The department said a proposal for 
the creation of  24 posts across various 
categories on a bare-minimum basis has 
been submitted to the Finance Depart-

ment. The proposal carries an annual 
financial implication of  Rs 225.76 lakh, 
and approval is still awaited.

The MLA had also sought 
details about staffing deficiencies 
at health institutions in Thana-
mandi and adjoining areas, includ-
ing PHCs Dodasan, Lah, Manjakote 
and Gambhir Mughlan, besides 
NTPHC Dhoke.

The government said doctors are 
currently available at PHC Manja-
kote and PHC Gambhir Mughlan 
and added that the department is 
continuously monitoring staffing at 
peripheral health institutions.

It stated that vacancies, wher-
ever they exist, would be filled 
shortly in view of  the availability of  
a fresh selection list of  416 Medical 
Officers. Appointment orders have 
already been issued to 335 Medical 
Officers, who are being posted on 
priority to peripheral, far-flung 
and underserved health institu-

tions facing acute shortages, sub-
ject to the availability of  sanctioned 
vacant posts.

On paramedical and non-gazetted 
staff  shortages, the government said 
292 vacant posts under Family Wel-
fare, MCH and Immunisation pro-
grammes across J&K, along with 290 
vacant non-gazetted and paramedical 
posts under the Directorate of  Health 
Services Jammu, have been referred 
to the J&K Services Selection Board 
(JKSSB) for recruitment.

It added that recruitment for vari-
ous other posts, including paramedi-
cal categories under the Health and 
Medical Education Department, is 
also underway through the JKSSB.

Additionally, 839 non-gazetted posts 
and 261 MTS/Class-IV posts in Jammu 
Division are under examination in the 
Administrative Department and are pro-
posed to be referred to the JKSSB after 
obtaining the required concurrence 
from the Finance Department. —(KNO)

No Specific Plan For Restoration Of 

Degraded Karewas In J&K: Govt
NAVEED UL HAQ

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government has said 
that no specific action plan has 
been formulated exclusively for 
the restoration and ecological 
rejuvenation of  degraded Kare-
was in Jammu and Kashmir or 
the Chadoora constituency.

The information was pro-
vided by the Mining Department 
in response to a question raised 
by Chadoora MLA Ali Moham-
mad Dar regarding restoration 
and ecological rejuvenation of  
degraded Karewas and environ-
mental compensation in cases of  
unauthorised mineral extraction.

The department, as reported, 
said mineral extraction in Karewa 
areas is regulated under the J&K 
Minor Mineral Concession, Stor-
age, Transportation and Prevention 
of Illegal Mining Rules, 2016, along 

with other applicable statutory 
guidelines. It said district survey 
reports prepared as per guidelines 
of the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change are also 
taken into consideration.

The government further stated 
that measures are being undertak-
en to prevent unauthorised mining, 
with enforcement teams and agen-
cies taking punitive action under 
the Mines and Minerals (Develop-
ment & Regulation) Act, 1957 in 
cases of violations.

However, it said that while there 
is no exclusive restoration plan for 
degraded Karewas, every mineral 
concession holder is required to 
undertake restoration, reclamation 
and rehabilitation of land affected 
by mining and complete the work 
before abandoning the mine.

On environmental compen-
sation, the department said Rs 
7.46 lakh and Rs 8.33 lakh had 

been imposed on lease holders 
of  e-auctioned Mineral Blocks 
11 and 12 through NGT orders 
dated March 15, 2024. The 
department noted that the order 
was subsequently stayed by the 
Supreme Court on May 15, 2024.

The government also said Rs 1 
crore in environmental compensa-
tion had been imposed in connec-
tion with illegal mining in Doodh-
ganga Nallah through an order 
dated March 15, 2022. The amount 
was utilised for restoration works 
in Doodhganga and Mathan Kull.

Separately, Rs 3.10 crore in 
environmental compensation was 
imposed on NKC Projects Pvt. Ltd. 
for violations of environmental clear-
ance conditions during extraction 
from Shaliganga Nallah. The issue 
has also been raised in the Assembly 
in connection with mining-related 
environmental violations in the 
Chadoora area. —(KNO)

LoP Sharma Says
using the statehood issue to divert 

attention from governance-related con-
cerns.

“The BJP is prepared for a discussion 
on statehood but will oppose bringing 
Article 370 and autonomy into the debate. 
If  you want to debate statehood, we are 
ready to debate,” Sharma said—(KNO)

J&K Assembly
meaning this is more than a common 

promise,” Abdullah said.
He asked then why is it not being ful-

filled? Abdullah said the LoP makes 
some statement over statehood every 
second or third day, and so, the govern-
ment thought it is better to discuss the 
issue in the assembly.

He claimed files of  the Power Devel-
opment Corporation and SKIMS do not 
reach the elected government.

Referring to the wording in the intro — 
the reference to the autonomy resolution 
— Abdullah said the reference was put so 
as not to provide opportunity to anyone 
to “misinterpret it”.

“If  we hadn’t initially written it, some 
of  our friends might have said, we have 
abandoned the rest, and come to just 
statehood. So, we are saying that those 
resolutions have their place. This resolu-
tion neither abrogates them, nor subju-
gates them, nor ignores them,” he added.

On speculation about full restoration, 
he said, “This is what we hear every 
now and then: we will get half  a state, 
we will get a quarter state, we will get 
a state without law and order. Sir, we 
don’t want that kind of  state. We were 
promised a full state, and we want the 
full state back.”

As he finished his remarks, BJP mem-
bers stood on their feet and protested.

BJP’s Balwant Singh Mankotia said 
the government was not discussing 
issues of  the people “but wants to dis-
cuss autonomy”.

NC and Congress MLAs also stood on 
their feet and chanted slogans including 
“apna haq leke rahenge”, “Jo statehood 
na desake, woh sarkar nikami hai”, and 
“cheeen ke lenge apna haq”.

Mankotia responded saying “Jammu 
Kashmir ke logon ke dushman hi hi”.

The BJP members also raised slo-
gans like “autonomy resolution nahin 
chalega”, “jo Kashmir hamara hai woh 
saare ka saare hai’, “Jahan huwe balidan 
Mukherji, woh Kashmir hamara hai”, 
“Ali Baba ke challis chor”, and Bharat 
mata ki jai”.

As the pandemonium continued, the 
Speaker adjourned the House for half  an 
hour. After the House resumed, the BJP 
continued with its protest. The Speaker 
told them that a discussion on the resolu-
tion will take place on Monday.

BJP’s R S Pathania asked the Speaker 
under which rule was the resolution 
allowed.

Jumping into the arguments, minis-
ter Sakina Itoo asked the BJP members 
under which law were Article 370 and 
statehood “taken away”.

BJP members again stormed into the 
Well and shouted slogans like “anti-
national agenda nahin chalega”.

In between, the PDP members raised 
placards demanding restoration of  Arti-
cle 370.

As the melee continued, BJP MLA 
Vikram Randhawa tried to grab a chair 
but he was marshalled out.

The Speaker then adjourned the House 
for the day due to Friday prayers.

Speaking to reporters outside the 
House, Leader of  Opposition Sunil 
Sharma said BJP won’t allow a debate 
or admission on autonomy or Article 370.

MeT Predicts
harvesting apples and paddy and car-

rying out other farm operations.
It has, however, advised safe storage 

of  harvested crops during September 
27-28 in view of  the possibility of  rain 
and gusty winds.

Meanwhile, Srinagar recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of  27.9 degrees Cel-
sius on Friday, 0.9 degrees above normal, 
while the minimum temperature settled 
at 12.4 degrees Celsius, 1.4 degrees above 
normal.

Qazigund recorded a maximum of  26.5 
degrees Celsius and a minimum of  9.4 
degrees Celsius, while Pahalgam record-
ed 22.6 degrees Celsius and 7.4 degrees 
Celsius, respectively.

Kupwara recorded a maximum tem-
perature of  28.8 degrees Celsius and a 
minimum of  10 degrees Celsius. Koker-
nag recorded 25.6 degrees Celsius and 9.2 
degrees Celsius, while Gulmarg recorded 
18.4 degrees Celsius and 5.8 degrees Cel-
sius, respectively.

In Jammu division, Jammu city 
recorded a maximum temperature of  
31.9 degrees Celsius and a minimum of  
22.6 degrees Celsius.

Katra recorded a maximum of  29.6 
degrees Celsius and a minimum of  19.4 
degrees Celsius, while Banihal recorded 
26.6 degrees Celsius and 10.6 degrees Cel-
sius, respectively.

Batote recorded a maximum tempera-
ture of  25.3 degrees Celsius and a mini-
mum of  14.3 degrees Celsius, while Bha-
darwah recorded 26 degrees Celsius and 
9.8 degrees Celsius, respectively.

No rainfall was recorded at Srinagar, 
Qazigund, Pahalgam, Kupwara, Koker-
nag, Gulmarg, Banihal, Batote, Katra or 
Bhadarwah during the period from 8:30 
am to 5:30 pm, while Jammu recorded 1 
mm of  rainfall during the period—(KNO)

Army Chief Reviews
individuals who needed these surger-

ies the most. I commend everyone for 
their dedication to that effort,” he said.

The camp was led by Brigadier Sanjay 
Kumar Mishra, Head of  Ophthalmology 
at Army Hospital (Research & Referral), 
Delhi Cantonment. His team carried 
advanced equipment for phacoemulsifi-
cation, vitreoretinal and glaucoma pro-
cedures to the border area.

Patients from several LoC villages 
were screened before the camp, with the 
Indian Army facilitating their move-
ment, treatment and post-operative care.

The 11th camp in the series is sched-
uled to be held in Srinagar from Sep-
tember 27 to 29, while the formal closing 
ceremony is scheduled for September 
30 and will be attended by Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha—(KNO)

50% Representation
for consideration and approval, the 

government said the position was “same 
as above”.

On measures being taken to ensure 
a fair and equitable balance between 
reserved and Open Merit categories in 
recruitment and admissions, the govern-
ment said appropriate measures were 
being taken.

It said the Cabinet Sub-Committee was 
constituted to address grievances raised 
by different stakeholders and rationalise 
reservation quotas across all categories.

The government reiterated that the 
committee, constituted under Govern-
ment Order No. 2061-JK (GAD) of  2024 
dated December 10, 2024, examined the 
existing reservation structure in detail 
and submitted its report/recommenda-
tions to the Council of  Ministers.

“The recommendations thereaf-
ter stand submitted to the Competent 
Authority,” the government said—(KNO)

J&K Eyes Revenue
well-defined Standard Operating Pro-

cedure (SOP) to ensure seamless imple-
mentation across the Union Territory.

He directed CITaG to organise a spe-
cialised capacity-building workshop for 
all concerned departments to familiarise 
officers with carbon accounting, data 
standards and their respective imple-
mentation responsibilities.

Emphasising technology-driven moni-
toring and transparency, the Chief  Sec-
retary suggested exploring collabora-
tion with the Bhaskaracharya National 
Institute for Space Applications and Geo-
informatics (BISAG-N) for developing an 
integrated digital monitoring platform 
and carbon registry.

During the deliberations, Additional 
Chief  Secretary, Finance, Shailendra 
Kumar, highlighted the immense poten-
tial of  J&K's agriculture, hydropower 
and forestry sectors in generating carbon 
credits and attracting green investments.

He asked CITaG to prioritise these 
sectors while also incorporating emerg-
ing opportunities arising from rooftop 
solar installations under PM Surya Ghar 
Yojana and the growing adoption of  elec-
tric vehicles across the Union Territory.

The ACS Finance also advocated the 
early establishment of  a dedicated Green 
Fund to pool carbon proceeds and green 
revenues, safeguard their utilisation and 
leverage these resources for financing 
future climate-resilient development ini-
tiatives.

Earlier, the presentation by CITaG 
highlighted the considerable untapped 
potential of  J&K's ecological assets, 
observing that the Union Territory has 
yet to generate revenue from global 
carbon markets despite substantial 
investments in environmentally sustain-
able activities.

Citing successful initiatives elsewhere, 
the meeting was informed that BMC 
has earned ₹27 crore, Gujarat ₹22 crore, 
Indore Municipal Corporation ₹8.34 
crore and Himachal Pradesh ₹20 crore 
through carbon credit monetisation and 
similar initiatives.

The proposed framework envisages 
integrating carbon screening into exist-
ing development programmes, includ-
ing CAMPA, MGNREGS and the Holistic 
Agriculture Development Programme 
(HADP), to maximise environmental and 
financial returns while avoiding duplica-
tion of  expenditure.

The meeting also deliberated on a 
proposed revenue-sharing mechanism 
under which 35 percent of  net carbon 
proceeds would accrue directly to pri-
mary growers or community project 
owners, 30 percent to the J&K Green 
Fund, 15 percent to Farmer Producer 
Organisations (FPOs) and aggregators, 
and 10 percent each to district-level cli-
mate initiatives and sector-specific sus-
tainability accounts.

Another key proposal discussed was 

the introduction of  a Green Tourism 
Contribution to mobilise resources for 
climate resilience and environmental 
conservation at major tourist destina-
tions.

The meeting also considered a 180-
day implementation roadmap involv-
ing a comprehensive inventory of  green 
assets, identification and execution of  
five to seven priority pilot projects across 
Jammu and Srinagar Municipal Corpo-
rations, agriculture and forestry sectors, 
and establishment of  a secure digital 
repository for project-related data.

The proposed initiatives are intended 
to establish a sustainable institutional 
and financial mechanism for translating 
J&K's environmental assets and climate-
positive investments into measurable 
economic benefits for local communities 
and the Union Territory.

J&K Recognised As
National Health Authority and other 

dignitaries.
The achievement is the result of  the 

collective efforts of  SHA J&K, Chief  
Medical Officers, district teams, front-
line health workers and field functionar-
ies across the UT. Their continued efforts 
at the district and grassroots levels have 
helped ensure that frontline workers are 
covered with Ayushman Cards and are 
able to avail the benefits associated with 
the scheme.

The recognition is a proud moment 
for the teams working across Jammu 
& Kashmir and adds further momen-
tum to the ongoing efforts of  SHA J&K 
to strengthen AB-PMJAY SEHAT and 
ensure that the benefits of  the scheme 
reach people across the UT of  Jammu & 
Kashmir.

No Applications
Jammu and Kashmir could apply 

under the scheme through the Press 
Information Bureau (PIB) and/or the 
Information Department, while eligible 
cases from the Union Territory could be 
forwarded with due recommendation.

On district-wise details of  applications 
received, funds sanctioned and financial 
assistance released during the last five 
financial years, the government said the 
JWS-2023 was not specific to Jammu and 
Kashmir.

“No such application has been received 
by the Department of  Information and 
Public Relations, J&K under the JWS-
2023 for recommendation to the MoB,” 
it said.

On extending welfare benefits to non-
accredited and digital-media journal-
ists, the government said the existing 
scheme already covered accredited and 
non-accredited journalists, including 
freelancers, and their families in cases 
of  extreme hardship.

The government also said that no dedi-
cated and non-lapsable welfare fund for 
journalists currently exists in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

It said statutory obligations con-
cerning service conditions, wages, 
gratuity, provident fund, employment 
injury insurance and medical care of  
employed journalists rested primarily 
with employers or media houses under 
applicable laws.

On establishing a dedicated J&K Jour-
nalists Welfare Fund, the government 
said it would require finalisation of  the 
corpus and funding pattern, eligibility 
and income criteria, institutional mecha-
nisms for administration and concur-
rence of  the Finance Department.
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 GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
(R&B) DIVISION CHADOORA

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
ENIT NO. 72 of R&B /CHADOORA/ 4408-17 of 2026-27 DATED: 24/09/2026

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K,  e-tenders (In Two cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible 
Contractors registered with J&K  Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/ Central Governments for the following works:- 

SN Nome of Work
Adv. Cost  

(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc. (In 
Rupees}

Earnest 
Money (In 
Rupees}

Time of 
completion 

(days) 

M.H OF
Account

Class Of 
Contactor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1
Construction of road from main road Ziyarat Sharief 
Thekri mohalla to Ziyarat Mohalla at Negoo by way 
of widening +GSB/ Metalling etc.

5.00 200.00 10,000 12 Untied Grants 
2026-27 DEE

2 Upgradation of link roads of punchayat colony and 
Hamdaniya colony at Kralpora. 13.97 600.00 27940 20 Untied Grants 

2026-27 B/C/D

Project Authority: District Development Commissioner Budgam
Position of Funds:  Budgeted/Committed.
Position of AAA:   Accorded
Position of TS: Sanctioned
1.	 The	 Bidding	 documents	 consisting	 of	 qualifying	 information,	 eligibility	 criteria,	 specifications,	 Drawings,	 bill	 of	 quantities	

(B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website 
www.jktenders.gov.in  as per schedule of dates given below:-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 24/09/2026
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 24/09/2026
3 Bid submission Start Date 24/09/2026
4 Bid Submission End Date 03/10/2026 upto 5.00 PM.
5 Date & time of opening of Technical Bids 05/10/2026	11.00	AM	in	the	office	of	Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan (deposited in MH: 0059) in favour of 
Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora (tender inviting authority) and Earnest money / Bid security in shape of CDR/FDR/
BG pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora (tender receiving authority).  

Note:-  The Date of Treasury Challan and Earnest Money / Bid security  must be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission 
End date. Any deviation shall render the bidder as Non-responsive.

2.1 The 1st lowest responsive (Successful) Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security in the 
shape of CDR/FDR/BG in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora (Tender receiving authority) within 15 Days be-
fore	fixation	of	Contract	and	shall	be	released	after	successful	completion	of	Defect	Liability	Period	(DLP)	of	the	work,	The	CDR/	
FDR/Bank Guarantee should be valid till DLP period. The Date of Performance Security should be after the date of issuance of 
Letter of acceptance. Failure to produce Performance Security shall render the L1 as non- responsive and case for debarring of 
the Contractor for a period of 01 Year shall be forwarded to Higher Authorities.

3. At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form 
of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e., Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora. Besides that, the 
successful bidder will have to provide Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG @ 5% at the time of contract award, 
strictly in accordance with the Government’s circular instructions from time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will 
be released to the successful bidder only after the submission of a Performance Security of 5% of the total cost, which will 
be released after successful completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period. In case of failure to produce Performance Security 
shall render the L1 as non-responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor for a period of 01 Year be forwarded to Higher 
Authorities.

18. All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25 (Double agreement Form). 
No. 4408-17   Executive Engineer
DATED: 24/09/2026 R&B Division Chadoora

DIPK-6105-26
DT: 25/09/2026

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER FLOOD 
CONTROL DIVISION ANANTNAG

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS
E-NIT NO. 21 of 2026-27

For and on behalf of Hon’ble Lt. Governor of J&K U.T , e-tenders (in Single Cover System) are invited on “Percentage basis” (Single Click) 
from approved and eligible contractors registered with J&K U.T Govt./ CPWD/Railways/Other Governments/ Union Territories for the 
following works:-

S. No Name of work
Advt. 

Cost (Rs 
in Lacs)

Earnest 
Money De-

posit (Amt in 
Rs)@3%

Time for
completion

Class of 
Contract

Cost of 
Tender 

Document 
( Rs)

Major Head 
of Account

Tender 
Opening 
Authority

01.
C/o Crate bund from Eidgah to 
Hospital Bonpora Issoo, Block 
Achabal, Anantnag

3.98 11940/= 07 Days DEE 300/= CDF 
44-Anantnag

Executive
Engineer

02.
C/o Crate bund near Wagay 
Mohalla Issoo, Herpora 
Anantnag

2.00 6000/= 05 Days DEE 200/= CDF 
44-Anantnag

Executive
Engineer

03

C/ crate bund near H/O 
Gowhar Ahmad Mochi, Mohd 
Shafi Dar and others at Adbal 
Telwani.

3.89 11670/= 07 Days DEE 300/= CDF 
44-Anantnag

Executive
Engineer

04.
C/o Crate bund near land of Gh 
Nabi Ganie and others at Adbal 
Arpath Telwani

0.99 2970/= 04 Days DEE 100/= CDF 
44-Anantnag

Executive
Engineer

05. C/O Crate Bund near Play field 
Tumbripora 1.99 5970/= 05 Days DEE 200/= CDF 

44-Anantnag
Executive
Engineer

06.

C/O Crate bund from H/O Ab. 
Majeed Lone. Mohd Amin Wani, 
Ashiq Hussian & Others Kulwin 
Pora Telwani.

0.99 2970/= 04 Days DEE 100/= CDF 
44-Anantnag

Executive
Engineer

07.
C/o Crate bund near H/O Mohd 
Ashraf Khan to Girls Middle 
School Telwani

1.50 4500/= 05 Days DEE 150/= CDF 
44-Anantnag

Executive
Engineer

08.
C/O Crate bund near H/o Man-
zoor Ahmad Lone Bakalpora 
Telwani

1.49 4470/= 06 Days DEE 150/= CDF 
44-Anantnag

Executive
Engineer

09. C/O Crate bund near Adbal 
Stadium Crossing at Telwani 3.00 9000/= 06 Days DEE 250/= CDF 

44-Anantnag
Executive
Engineer

10

Construction of Crate bund 
from peerpora Footbridge from 
the land of Mohd shaban Ganie 
& Miss Jana Begum Brakpora 
Achabal Anantnag

4.86 14580/= 07Days DEE 300/= CDF 
44-Anantnag

Executive
Engineer

Position of Funds: Budgetary allocation 2026-27.
Position of Administrative Approval: - Accorded
Position of Technical Sanction: - Accorded
The Bidding document consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, set of terms and conditions, and 
other details can be seen/ downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per the schedule of dates given below:

1 Date of issue of Tender Notice 25-09-2026 at 14:00 PM
2 Date of start of downloading 25-09-2026 at 14:00 PM
3 Bid submission start date Technical/ Financial 25-09-2026 at 14:00 PM
4 Bid submission end date 01-10-2026 at 06:00 PM
5 Date & Time of opening of Bids (online). 03-10-2026 at 11:00 AM

Terms and Conditions:
01. Bids must be accompanied with proof of the cost of tender document in the shape of Treasury receipt in favour of Executive 

Engineer Flood Control Division Anantnag (tender inviting authority). The  name of the work shall be legible along with NIT 
number and item number neatly written on the face of TR. Any deficiency/ correction will lead to cancellation of the tender also 
the date of treasury challan should be in between the date of start of Bid and bid submission end date.

02. The successful bidder shall have to submit the hardcopy of EMD/Performance Security @ 3 % in the shape of CDR/FDR and 
additional performance security in case of unbalanced bid duly uploaded, treasury challan and other allied documents.

All other terms & conditions shall be the same as laid down in the PWD Form 25 (Double Agreement Form).
No.FCD/Ang/2026/4273-95 Sd/=
Dated   :-  24-09-2026 Executive Engineer,
 Flood Control Division Anantnag

DIPK-6075-26
DT: 25/09/2026

Govt intensifies Agriculture, 
Irrigation, Market-linkage 
interventions in Lolab: Javid Dar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Agriculture Production, 
Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj, Cooperative 
and Election departments, 
Javid Ahmad Dar, Friday 
informed the Legislative 
Assembly that the Govern-
ment is implementing a 
comprehensive package of  
schemes and interventions 
to strengthen agriculture 
and allied activities, irriga-
tion, mechanization, post-
harvest management and 
market linkages in Lolab 
Constituency of  Kupwara 
district.

The Minister was reply-
ing to a question raised by 
MLA Qaysar Jamshaid 
Lone in the House today .

Javid Dar said that Lolab 
constitutes an important 
Agricultural belt of  Kup-
wara district, with agricul-
ture and horticulture plan-
tations spread over approx-
imately 9,134 hectares. Of  
this, 4,320.44 hectares (47 
per cent) are irrigated, while 
4,813.6 hectares (53 per cent) 
are unirrigated, besides 
around 1,213 hectares clas-
sified as uncultivable.

He said the Govern-
ment has established 
a dedicated field-level 
departmental structure 
in the area, including the 
Sub-Divisional Agriculture 
Office at Sogam, to ensure 
effective implementation 
of  agricultural schemes 
and delivery of  extension 
services to farmers.

The Minister stated that 
the Agriculture Department 
is implementing various 
Central Sector, Centrally 

Sponsored and UT Gov-
ernment schemes in Lolab, 
with particular emphasis 
on the Holistic Agriculture 
Development Programme 
(HADP), J&K Compre-
hensive Investment Plan 
(JKCIP), Pradhan Mantri 
Krishi Sinchayee Yojana 
(PMKSY), Kisan Credit 
Card (KCC), Seed Village 
Programme, farm mechani-
zation, protected cultivation, 
natural farming and allied-
sector activities.

Highlighting the impact 
of HADP, Javid Dar said that 
the programme represents 
a collaborative approach 
involving farmers, scien-
tists, academicians, policy-
makers and administrators, 
aimed at bringing transfor-
mative changes in the agri-
culture sector through tech-
nology, innovation, diversi-
fication and value addition.

He informed the House 
that, as of  August 2026, 
approximately 4,226 units 
under HADP/CAPEX had 
been approved and estab-
lished in Lolab, with finan-
cial assistance of  around 
₹269.88 lakh. The subdivi-
sion also has 28 functional 

Kisan Khidmat Ghars 
(KKGs) and 28 Krishi Udya-
mis (KUs), providing local-
ized support and services to 
farmers.

On JKCIP, the Minis-
ter said that the project is 
focused on improving the 
competitiveness and climate 
resilience of  farming opera-
tions through a value-chain 
approach encompassing 
production, value addition 
and marketing of high-value 
commodities. During 2025–
26, 127 JKCIP units were 
established in Sogam block, 
with financial assistance of  
around ₹15.75 lakh.

He further informed the 
Assembly that ₹33.62 lakh 
had been provided to 1,867 
beneficiaries under PM-
KISAN, while ₹37.44 lakh 
had been extended to 422 
beneficiaries under Cen-
trally Sponsored Schemes 
(CSS).

The Minister said that 
the Government is pro-
viding support to farmers 
through a wide range of  
interventions, including 
quality seed production 
and replacement, demon-
strations, farmer training, 
subsidized farm machinery, 
Custom Hiring Centres and 
Farm Machinery Banks, 
soil testing and Soil Health 
Cards, natural farming, pro-
tected cultivation, irrigation 
development, water conser-
vation and efficient water-
use practices.

He added that interven-
tions under MIDH and hor-
ticulture schemes are also 
being utilized for orchard 
development, quality plant-
ing material, protected cul-
tivation and post-harvest 

management, while allied-
sector schemes are promot-
ing dairy, sheep and goat 
rearing, poultry, apicul-
ture, mushroom cultivation 
and fisheries as additional 
sources of  rural income.

On irrigation and infra-
structure, Javid Dar said 
that the Government 
intends to strengthen irri-
gation, water harvesting, 
storage, grading, sorting, 
packaging, processing and 
other post-harvest facilities 
in Lolab through conver-
gence of  ongoing schemes 
and programmes, including 
CAPEX, NABARD, SACS, 
PMC, HADP, MIDH and 
JKCIP, subject to scheme 
guidelines and availability 
of  funds.

He said that prior-
ity is being accorded to the 
improvement and restora-
tion of irrigation infrastruc-
ture, promotion of  drip and 
sprinkler irrigation, water 
conservation and efficient 
utilization of available water 
resources.

The Minister further 
stated that efforts are being 
made to strengthen FPOs 
and market linkages to 
facilitate aggregation, value 
addition, post-harvest man-
agement and better market-
ing of  farm and horticultur-
al produce.

Emphasizing the Govern-
ment’s focus on improving 
farmers’ livelihoods, Javid 
Dar said that convergence 
of  agriculture, horticulture 
and allied-sector schemes is 
being pursued to increase 
productivity, reduce cultiva-
tion and post-harvest losses, 
improve market access and 
enhance farm incomes.

SRINAGAR MASTER PLAN

Salman Sagar moves resolution seeking 
denotification of Phaak, Harwan

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Member of the Jammu 
and Kashmir Legislative Assembly, 
Salman Sagar, Friday moved a 
resolution in the House seeking 
denotification of the Phaak area 
and Rural Block Harwan from the 
Srinagar Master Plan.

The Resolution reads, "This 
House resolves that the Phaak area 

and Rural Block Harwan be denoti-
fied from the Srinagar Master Plan, 
thereby limiting the jurisdiction of 
Lake Conservation and Manage-
ment Authority (LCMA) in the area 
and to regulate the predominantly 
rural area under applicable Pan-
chayati Raj and Rural Development 
laws, and to withdraw unnecessary 
urban planning restrictions causing 
hardship to residents.”

DC Anantnag reviews 
ATR on stray dog issue
Calls for effective implementation 
of Supreme Court directions

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Anantnag, 
Dr. Bilal Mohiuddin Bhat, 
Friday chaired a meeting 
of  the District Level Com-
mittee (DLC) to review the 
Action Taken Report (ATR) 
and the measures being 
undertaken by various 
departments for preven-
tion of  dog bites, stray dog 
management, sterilization 
and vaccination.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, Assistant 
Commissioner Develop-
ment, Assistant Commis-
sioner Panchayat, Chief  
Animal Husbandry Officer, 
ARTO, Chief  Education 
Officer, District Informatics 
Officer, NIC, Chief  Execu-
tive Officer, Municipal 
Council Anantnag, Execu-
tive Officers of  Municipal 
Committees, representa-
tives from various depart-
ments and other concerned 
officials.

During the meeting, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
reviewed the Action Taken 
Report of  the concerned 
departments and took 
stock of  the measures 
being implemented for 
prevention of  dog bites, 
stray dog management, 
sterilization and vaccina-
tion. He directed all con-
cerned officers to ensure 
effective and time-bound 
implementation of  the 
directions of  the Hon’ble 
Supreme Court and sub-
sequent GAD instruc-
tions. He stressed that all 
departments must accord 
due priority to the issue 
and ensure regular moni-
toring and inspection of  
vulnerable and important 

locations.
Dr. Bilal instructed the 

departments to prepare a 
comprehensive inventory of  
their infrastructure, includ-
ing government buildings, 
hospitals, schools, colleges 
and other public institu-
tions, and ensure that such 
premises are adequately 
secured through proper 
fencing, boundary walls and 
gates. He further directed 
that gaps identified during 
inspections be incorporated 
in the relevant departmental 
plans for necessary action.

The Deputy Comissioner 
further called for identifi-
cation of  suitable land and 
buildings at feasible loca-
tions for establishment of  
animal shelters/kennels 
in the district. He stressed 
the need for adequate infra-
structure for housing and 
managing dogs undergo-
ing sterilization and other 
related activities.

Reviewing the availabil-
ity of  Anti-Rabies Vaccines 
(ARV), the DC directed the 
health authorities to main-
tain adequate and unin-
terrupted stocks of  ARV 
at healthcare institutions 
across the district so that 
dog-bite victims receive 
timely treatment.

The DC directed the 
Chief  Animal Husbandry 
Officer to undertake the 
Animal Birth Control/ster-
ilization programme on a 
regular basis and constitute 
dedicated veterinary teams 
for the purpose. He stressed 
that adequate veterinary 
manpower, equipment and 
teams should be deployed to 
ensure accelerated focus on 
sterilization and stray dog 
management in accordance 
with the SOPs and approved 
procedures.

DLSA Pulwama organises Awareness 
Programme on NALSA Scheme

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: The District 
Legal Services Authority 
(DLSA) Pulwama organised 
an awareness programme 
on the NALSA (Legal Ser-
vices to Persons with Mental 
Illness & Persons with Intel-
lectual Disabilities) Scheme, 
2024, with the objective of  
strengthening awareness 
regarding the legal rights, 
entitlements and access to 
free legal services for per-
sons with mental illness and 
persons with intellectual 
disabilities.

During the programme, 
participants were sensitised 
about the provisions of  the 
Scheme, the importance 
of  legal aid and the role of  
Legal Services Authorities 
in ensuring equal access to 
justice for vulnerable and 

disadvantaged persons. 
Emphasis was laid on pro-
tecting the dignity, rights 
and interests of  persons 
with mental illness and 
intellectual disabilities and 
ensuring that they are not 
deprived of  legal represen-
tation or other available 
legal remedies.

The resource person 
Advocate Masood Ahmad 
Magery, Panel lawyer 
highlighted the various 
mechanisms available 
through DLSA/TLSCs for 
seeking free legal aid, legal 
advice, assistance and 
representation, wherever 
required. The participants 
were also informed about 
the importance of  identify-
ing persons in need of  legal 
assistance and facilitating 
their access to the appro-
priate legal services.
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Asian Games: With seven 
gold medals on debut: Zhang 
Zhanshuo makes history

Delhi's initial Ranji games may happen in 
Palam due to major drainage revamp at 
Arun Jaitley Stadium

Gill suffers injury scare after being hit on elbow 
during net session ahead of first India-WI ODI

Historic clash against India was a massive learning 

curve, says Japan skipper Kadowaki-Fleming

South African women to attend four-day red-ball 
camp ahead of Tests against India, Australia

Asian Games: Gurindervir, 
Animesh bow out in 100m semis, 
Pooja finishes sixth in heptathlon

IANS

TOKYO: Moments after 
touching the wall in the 
men's 400m freestyle final 
on Friday, Zhang Zhans-
huo surfaced, raised both 
hands and slowly counted 
from one to seven.

The 19-year-old Chinese 
swimmer had just complet-
ed his first Asian Games 
with seven gold medals. 
The Tokyo Aquatics Centre 
was filled with cheers. 
Zhang, however, appeared 
remarkably calm.

"I feel much calmer than 
I had imagined," Zhang 
said after winning the 
400m freestyle in an Asian 
Games record of  3 minutes 
41.28 seconds. "Of  course, 
I'm very happy to win these 
seven gold medals, and I 
will turn them into greater 
motivation going forward."

The victory made Zhang 
the first swimmer to win 
seven gold medals at a 
single edition of  the Asian 
Games. More significant-
ly, his haul equalled the 
Games record for most gold 
medals won by an athlete 
at a single edition, a mark 
set by DPRK shooter So 
Gil-san in 1982.

For Chinese swimming, it 
was also a new benchmark, 
as Zhang surpassed the 
six-gold haul of  teammate 
Zhang Yufei at the Hang-
zhou Asian Games in 2023. 
His seven titles came from 
a demanding mix of  indi-

vidual and relay events: the 
men's 200m, 400m, 800m and 
1,500m freestyle, the men's 
4x100m and 4x200m free-
style relays, and the mixed 
4x100m medley relay.

He won gold in seven of  
the eight events he entered, 
while setting an Asian 
record in the 200m free-
style, Games records in the 
400m and 800m, and Asian 
records in the two men's 
freestyle relays, reports 
Xinhua.

But the seven medals 
did not change the way 
Zhang viewed the com-
petition. Asked what had 
excited him most during 
the Games, he did not point 
to the medal ceremonies or 
the seven-gold haul. Instead, 
he recalled the instant he 
touched the wall.

"When I touched the wall 
and came out of  the water, I 
looked back at the big screen 
and saw my time flashing, or 
the 'AR' mark," he said.

Then came the quiet 
count from one to seven. "It 
was a perfect finish to the 
Games," Zhang said.

The calmness was not a 
sign that Zhang considered 
his work finished. Quite the 
opposite, when asked about 
his ambitions for the Los 
Angeles Olympics, Zhang 
stressed that the Asian 
Games was not his ultimate 
goal.

"I need to settle down 
and face the gaps between 
myself  and the world's best. 
The Asian Games is not my 
ultimate goal," he said.

And his next target is 
the world record. Zhang's 
3:41.28 was just 1.25 sec-
onds outside the world 
record, and he said break-
ing that mark would be one 
of  his next goals over the 
coming two years. "I think 
that will be one of  my next 
goals, and I will give my all 
to chase the world record," 
he said. 

IANS

NEW DELHI: Delhi’s 
initial home matches in 
the 2026/27 Ranji Trophy 
season could be shifted to 
the Air Force Ground in 
Palam as the Delhi and Dis-
trict Cricket Association 
(DDCA) prepares to under-
take a major overhaul of  
the drainage system at the 
Arun Jaitley Stadium.

The venue, which 
recently hosted three T20Is 
between India and Afghan-
istan earlier this month, 
will require an extended 
period of  downtime once 
the civic work commences. 
"A proposal has been sent 
out to improve the drain-
age system at the venue. 
Right now, people con-
cerned are waiting for the 
final approval.

“Let’s be clear - this 
process needs time; in 
winter, it takes time for 
the grass to grow, and for 
this, proper sunshine is 
needed, and you can have 
an idea of  it by seeing the 
weather in December and 
January," a source familiar 
with the matter told IANS 
on Friday.

Delhi, which kicks off  
their Elite Group C cam-
paign against Bengal in 
Kalyani from October 
11, have two scheduled 
home fixtures in the first 
phase - against Gujarat 
(October 18–21) and Ser-
vices (November 2–5). Both 

matches are now expected 
to take place at the Palam 
Air Force Ground.

"The upgradation in 
the drainage system will 
also lead to the soil-based 
outfield being converted 
into a sand-based one. The 
process will involve a lot of  
watering, and the invita-
tion for tenders is expected 
to begin soon.

“People who have 
worked in upgrading drain-
age systems at other Test 
venues and are known to 
the BCCI are expected to be 
preferred for this work. A 
final confirmation is likely 
to come by the first week of  
October," added the source.

The timeline for the out-
field work, initially under-
stood to be of  four months, 
could also cast doubt over 
New Delhi hosting the 
men’s ODI between India 
and Sri Lanka, to be played 
on December 13.

Should the upgradation 
work and grass cultivation 

face delays, the BCCI may 
have to look at an alterna-
tive venue for the match. 
Delhi will have a second-
phase Ranji Trophy home 
game against Maharash-
tra, slated to be held from 
February 1 to 4.

Previously, former India 
wicketkeeper-batter Vijay 
Dahiya was appointed head 
coach of  the Delhi men's 
domestic team for the 
2026/27 season and will take 
over from Sarandeep Singh, 
who was on the Cricket 
Advisory Committee (CAC) 
and notably recommended 
his name for the role.

Former India pacer 
Parvinder Awana and 
Sanjeev Sharma join as 
bowling coaches, while 
Kshitiz Sharma and Kul-
deep Rawat have been 
named assistant coaches. 
Rajkumar Sharma, Virat 
Kohli's childhood coach, 
has been appointed as the 
team mentor of  all Delhi 
men’s teams.

IANS

T H I RU VA NA N T H A -
PURAM: India captain 
Shubman Gill has suffered 
a major injury scare on 
Friday after being struck on 
the right elbow by a rearing 
delivery from pacer Moham-
med Siraj during a nets ses-
sion ahead of  the opening 
ODI against the West Indies, 
to be played on Sunday.

The incident occurred two 
days before the series opener 
at the Greenfield Interna-
tional Stadium when a length 
ball from Siraj climbed 
sharply and hit Gill flush on 
his elbow. The Indian skip-
per immediately dropped his 
bat and walked away writh-
ing in pain, requiring medi-
cal attention from the team 
physiotherapist Kamlesh 
Jain for nearly 20 minutes.

A concerned Siraj and vet-

eran batter Virat Kohli, who 
was batting in an adjacent 
net, rushed to check on Gill. 
Gill appeared in considerable 
discomfort as he sat on the 
sidelines while the support 
staff  strapped his arm.

Though he spent the 

remainder of  the evening 
recovering and did not 
return to bat, Gill was 
later seen sharing a light 
moment with young pacer 
Gurnoor Brar. With the first 
ODI to be played on Sunday, 
the Indian team manage-
ment will keep a close eye 
on Gill's recovery. Notably, 
Gill had faced a similar fit-
ness concern last month 
in Sri Lanka when he was 
struck on his ring finger 
during practice, though he 
recovered in time to play the 
full series, as India won 1-0.

Before the blow to his 
elbow, Gill looked in fine 
touch while batting along-
side Kohli, Rohit Sharma, 
and Ruturaj Gaikwad. Rohit 
and Kohli both logged exten-
sive 20-minute sessions in the 
nets, facing a mix of  national 
squad bowlers and local net 
options.

IANS

TOKYO: Reflecting on 
their historic T20I encoun-
ter against current T20 
World Cup holders India, 
Japan captain Kendel 
Kadowaki-Fleming said his 
side displayed commend-
able confidence against a 
top-tier opponent, adding 
that it was a massive learn-
ing curve for his team.

At the same time, Kad-
owaki-Fleming felt there’s 
an urgent need to expand 
grassroots programs 
across Japan to bridge the 
gap with elite cricketing 
nations. Japan played host 
to India for the very first 
time in international crick-
et through a commemora-
tive match organized by the 
Japan Cricket Association 
(JCA) at the Sano Interna-

tional Cricket Ground in 
Tochigi Prefecture to mark 
the 75th anniversary of  dip-
lomatic relations between 
Japan and India.

The landmark match, 
which saw tickets sell 
out within hours, drew a 
record-breaking crowd of  
2,149 spectators - the high-
est-ever attendance for a 
cricket match in Japan. It 
also recorded over two mil-
lion views across official 
online streaming in Eng-
lish and Japanese.

"Despite the ranking gap 
between India and Japan, 
we were able to play with 
confidence throughout the 
match and challenge them. 
Although we unfortunately 
lost this time, we want to 
use today's experience to 
eventually beat top-ranked 
teams and aim higher," 

Kadowaki-Fleming said in a 
statement by JCA on Friday.

In a rain-hit match, with 
the game reduced to five 
overs per innings, Japan 
lost by just two runs in 
the chase despite restrict-
ing India to 32/4. "A major 
difference lies in the edu-

cational programs; India 
has an environment where 
cricket is played every-
where.

“For us in Japanese 
cricket, the challenge is 
to expand awareness of  
the sport not just in Sano, 
but across the country. I 

believe we need to create 
programs that allow chil-
dren to improve their 
skills," added Kadowaki-
Fleming.

Echoing similar senti-
ments, Japan head coach 
Dhugal Bedingfield praised 
his side's adaptability 
against India, adding that 
the exposure would accel-
erate the group's growth.

"It was an honour to play 
against a top-tier team fea-
turing the world's best bat-
ters and bowlers. I believe 
we put up a good fight 
against them, and the play-
ers - including the younger 
ones - adapted well to the 
match situation. The play-
ers gained valuable experi-
ence from this game, so I am 
excited about the future. We 
will work hard to reach the 
next level," he said.

IANS

TSHWANE:  Gearing 
up for a packed home 
summer featuring two Test 
matches against India and 
Australia, Cricket South 
Africa (CSA) on Friday 
announced an extended 
28-player squad for a four-
day red-ball training camp 
scheduled to be held in 
Centurion from September 
27 to 30.

The training camp, to be 
held at Irene Cricket Club, 
is the first of  two special-
ised sessions designed 
to prepare the Proteas 
Women for their four-day 
Test against India, to be 
played at St George's Park 
in Gqeberha from Decem-
ber 9 to 12. It is followed 
by a marquee Test match 
against Australia, to be 
played at Potchefstroom in 
March next year.

The extended roster 
features nationally con-
tracted players, Emerg-
ing Academy recruits, 
and top performers from 
domestic cricket alongside 
Test-capped regulars like 
captain Laura Wolvaardt, 
Suné Luus, Nadine de 
Klerk, and Anneke Bosch, 
though Marizanne Kapp is 
a notable omission.

"This is another great 

chapter for the Proteas 
Women as a group. Prepar-
ing for and playing red-ball 
cricket is something that 
excites us as players and 
coaches. We are a team that 
is always eager to learn 
and grow as cricketers, 
and the longer format of  
the game goes a long way 
towards helping us achieve 
that continuous develop-
ment," head coach Mandla 
Mashimbyi said in a state-
ment released by CSA.

"We’ve purposefully 
cast the net wide with the 
players we have invited 
to the camp, with the aim 
of  building a solid base of  
cricketers we can look to 
when it comes to the skills 
and mentality required to be 
successful in red-ball cricket 
and beyond," he added.

Mashimbyi also noted 
that the camp would also 
help strengthen team 

culture and elevate the 
side's technical foundation 
across white-ball formats. 
"Another important goal 
for us is simply spending 
more time together as a 
squad and continuing to 
grow the culture within 
the group.

“It also gives us an 
opportunity to enhance 
our technical and tacti-
cal blueprint, which is 
not only applicable to the 
longer format but will also 
help us prepare for the 
challenges ahead in One-
Day International and T20 
International cricket.

"In terms of  the work 
we’ll be doing, the first 
camp will largely focus on 
the various skills required 
for Test cricket before we 
look to put those into prac-
tice with a training match 
during the second camp," 
he added.

IANS

NAGOYA: India’s runners 
Gurindervir Singh and 
Animesh Kujur bowed out 
of  the men’s 100m event at 
the ongoing Asian Games 
2026 after failing to qualify 
for the final, while Pooja 
and Anamika Kozhinja-
parambil finished sixth 
and eighth, respectively, 
in the women’s heptathlon 
here on Friday.

Gurindervir, who had 
advanced to the semifinals 
after finishing second in 
his heat with a timing of  
10.38 seconds, clocked 10.32 
seconds to finish fifth in 
Semifinal Heat 2.

Oman’s Ali Balushi won 
the heat, while China’s 
Zhenye Xie finished second 
to secure their places in the 
final. Gurindervir made 
a strong start but could 
not maintain his position 
against a faster field.

Animesh also failed to 
progress after finishing 
seventh in his semifinal 
heat with a timing of  10.38 
seconds.

Earlier, Animesh had 
produced a strong finish 
in Heat 1 to secure third 
place in 10.36 seconds, 
while Gurindervir fin-

ished second in Heat 4 in 
10.38 seconds. Both Indians 
automatically qualified for 
the semifinals by finishing 
inside the top three in their 
respective heats.

Thailand’s Puripol Boon-
son was the standout per-
former in the heats, clock-
ing 9.95 seconds in Heat 1, 
just 0.03 seconds outside the 
Asian Games record.

In the women’s hep-
tathlon final event, Pooja 
clocked 2:16.43 in the 800m 
event, while compatriot 
Anamika Kozhinjaparambil 
finished third in the event 
with a timing of  2:18.06.

However, the Indian duo 
could not secure an overall 
medal. Pooja finished sixth 
with 5,368 points, while 
Anamika ended eighth 
with 5,234 points.

Japan’s Yuri Tanaka 
won the heptathlon gold 
with 5,920 points, followed 
by compatriot Nanaka 
Kajiki with 5,673 points. 
Kazakhstan’s Alina 
Chistyakova claimed 
bronze with 5,568 points.

Uzbekistan’s Ugiloy 
Norboeva finished fourth 
with 5,412 points, while 
Chinese Taipei’s Cai-juan 
Chen was fifth with 5,378 
points.


