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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

Manoj Sinha
@manojsinha

Addressed the Valedictory Session of National Seminar on 'Millets 
for One Health'. Over the past two days, I witnessed a remarkable 
dialogue on millets in Jammu and Srinagar. Farmers, scientists, 
chefs, doctors, students & policymakers came together to 
reimagine a sustainable food system.

      'Gondolas can't be built everywhere'

Can’t make every 
tourist destination 
Gulmarg: CM

Article 370 abrogation fulfilled 

Sardar Patel’s unfinished dream: LG
Says Art-370 era now part of history, J&K stands at threshold of new future

'J&K records 51000 

cancer cases'
Govt may consider extending power 

amnesty scheme for poor: CM Omar

Over 4,200 books 

pulled from shelves of 

J&K colleges

Chattergam Chinar around 650 years 

old, among oldest in Asia: Govt

‘Cutting even a branch without prior permission prohibited’

Upper reaches 
witness fresh 
snowfall

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Upper reaches of  Gul-
marg, including Affarwat and sur-
rounding peaks received fresh snow-
fall on Tuesday.

An official said the fresh snowfall 
covered the upper slopes of  the popu-
lar ski resort as weather conditions 
changed in the higher reaches of  the 
Kashmir Valley.

According to the India Meteoro-
logical Department's daily weather 
bulletin, Gulmarg recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of  21.2 degrees 
Celsius and a minimum of  7.5 degrees 
Celsius during the past 24 hours.

The maximum temperature at 
Gulmarg was 2.7 degrees P-06

Notification likely soon

J&K Bank set to resume 

recruitment after 5-year gap

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Tues-
day said that the Govern-
ment cannot replicate the 
Gulmarg model of  tourism 
infrastructure at every 
destination in Jammu and 
Kashmir, emphasising 
that development plans 
must take into account the 
unique character, attrac-
tions and visitor potential 
of  individual destinations.

Replying to questions 
by MLA Saif-ud-Din 
Bhat during the ongoing 
Autumn Session of  the 
J&K Legislative Assembly, 
the Chief  Minister, who 
also holds the Tourism 
portfolio, said that the Gov-
ernment has to adopt a des-
tination-specific approach 
rather than replicate the 

same infrastructure across 
all tourist destinations.

“We can’t make every 
tourist destination Gul-
marg, and build gondolas 
at every destination. Every 
tourist destination has 
its unique and separate 
attraction,” Omar Abdul-
lah said.

He noted that the Gon-
dola at Gulmarg has a sig-
nificantly higher ridership 
than the one at Patnitop, 
and said that such fac-
tors need to be considered 
before proposing similar 
infrastructure at other 
destinations.

“Every tourist destination 
can’t have a Gondola. Every 
destination cannot be Gul-
marg. We have to see some-
thing unique, as these desti-
nations are unique in their 
nature,” he said. P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha, Tues-
day launched the book “Sardar 
Patel and Kashmir: The Untold 
History”.  He paid homage to the 
foresight and nation-building 
genius of  Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel and expressed gratitude 
to Bhagwan Swaminarayan . 
The Lieutenant Governor com-
mended the Maninagar Shree 
Swaminarayan Gadi Sansthan 
for its unparalleled contribu-
tions to spiritual upliftment, 
education, and humanitarian 
service. He also congratulated 
Dr. Rizwan Kadri for editing and 
publishing this important work.

In his speech, the Lieuten-
ant Governor described Sardar 
Patel as the “architect of  
modern India,” whose indomi-
table will and practical wisdom 

ensured the integration of  562 
princely states into a united 
country. He emphasized that 
Sardar Patel’s vision of  “Ek 
Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat” con-

tinues to define the essence of  
India’s democracy and unity in 
diversity. The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor recalled Sardar Patel’s 
firm stance on Jammu Kash-

mir, noting his declaration that 
“we will not give even an inch of  
Jammu Kashmir’s territory to 
anyone.” He reflected on Sardar 
Patel’s deep understanding of  
the nation’s pulse and his abil-
ity to connect with the common 
people, workers and communi-
ties across India.

“Through his indomitable 
willpower, clear vision, selfless 
diligence, and skilful organ-
isational strength, he ensured 
that the dream of  an undivided 
India became a reality. I also 
believe that had Sardar Patel 
been given the responsibility 
for Jammu Kashmir, perhaps 
the problems that the people 
here endured for more than six 
decades would not have arisen,” 
he said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
highlighted the book’s signifi-
cance as a serious P-06

  AUTUMN SESSION

Govt moves 
resolution 
seeking TET 
exemption

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
School Education, Sakee-
na Itoo, Tuesday moved a 
Resolution in the Jammu 
and Kashmir Legislative 
Assembly seeking amend-
ments to the Right to 
Education Act to exempt 
teachers appointed before 
October 31, 2019, from 
appearing in the Teacher 
Eligibility Test (TET).

“This House unani-
mously urges the Union 
Government to make nec-
essary statutory amend-
ment to Section 23 of  the 
Right of  Children to Free 
and Compulsory Edu-
cation (RTE) Act, 2009, 
to exempt all teachers 
appointed before October 
31, 2019 from appearing in 
the TET,” reads the resolu-
tion moved in the House.

“The House further 
urges the Union Govern-
ment to take all neces-
sary legal steps and issue 
the requisite Notification 
through the National 
Council for Teacher Edu-
cation (NCTE) P-06

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Government 
on Tuesday informed the 
Legislative Assembly that 
around 51,000 cancer cases 
are currently registered in 
the Union Territory.

According to the details 
available, Health and Medi-
cal Education Minister 
Sakeena Itoo, while reply-
ing to a question raised by 
MLA Mir Saifullah in the 
Assembly said gastroin-
testinal, lung and breast 
cancers account for a sig-
nificant proportion of  the 
malignancies reported in 
the region.

The Minister said the 
rise in cancer incidence in 
J&K is consistent with the 
broader global trend and 
that the government has 
taken steps to strengthen 
prevention, early detection 
and treatment services.

She informed the House 

that an Apex Committee 
has been constituted to 
guide the government and 
formulate measures for 
cancer prevention, screen-
ing and treatment in the 
Union Territory.

The Director of  Sher-
i-Kashmir Institute of  
Medical Sciences (SKIMS) 
has been designated as the 
Nodal Officer for coordi-
nating the initiative.

On the demand for 
establishing full-fledged 
cancer hospitals at differ-
ent locations, Itoo said that 
two State Cancer Institutes 
have already been estab-
lished in J&K.
	 P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah Tuesday said 
that the Jammu and Kashmir 
Government is examining on 
merits the matter of  reintroduc-
ing or extending the Amnesty 
Scheme for power consumers, 
while stressing that repeated 
waivers of  electricity dues 
would be unfair to consumers 
who pay their bills on time.

Replying to a question by 
MLA Vikram Randhawa during 
Question Hour of  the ongoing 
Autumn Session of  the J&K 
Legislative Assembly, the Chief  
Minister, who also holds the 
Power portfolio, said that the 
matter regarding reintroduc-
tion/extension of  the Amnesty 
Scheme for power consumers is 
being examined by the depart-
ment on merits.

The question sought details 
on the proposed extension of  the 

scheme.
The Chief  Minister said 

that while repeated amnesty 
schemes could have an adverse 
impact on the culture of  timely 
bill payment, the Government 
could consider extending relief  
to people living below the pov-
erty line and other underprivi-

leged consumers on a case-to-
case basis.

“Giving amnesty repeatedly 
is injustice with those who pay 
bills on time and it also encour-
ages consumers not to pay bills 
on time and wait for amnesty,” 
Omar Abdullah said.

P-06

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: The Higher 
Education Department has 
removed over 4200 ‘objec-
tionable’ books from the 
shelves of  colleges and 
libraries of  Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The government in 
the Legislative 
A s s e m b l y 
informed that 
4249 books 
have been 
w i t h d r a w n 
from circula-
tion excluding t h e 
banned books including 
3996 from Kashmir and 
253 from Jammu division 
respectively.

It also said that a total 
of  21,81,582 books and 
publications have been 
examined till date includ-
ing 9,32,941 in Jammu and 

12,48,641 in Kashmir.
The house was further 

informed that 518 copies of  
19 titles formally banned 
under S.O 203 have also 
been removed.

The government in 
a reply to the question 
tabled by MLA Khursheed 
Ahmad Sheikh said, “The 

process of  scru-
tiny of  objec-
tionable books, 
material to be 
withdrawn is 
under process 
in the Depart-
ment as the 

same is laborious exercise 
and may take more time.”

“The reason for initia-
tion of  such action is that 
the Higher Education 
Institutions constitute 
centres of  Higher learn-
ing, research, academic 
excellence and P-06

RAJA SYED

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government has said 
that the Chinar tree at Chat-
tergam in Budgam is around 
650 years old and is among the 
oldest Chinar trees in Asia, 
while outlining various mea-
sures being taken for its pro-
tection and preservation.

In a written reply to an 
unstarred question raised 
by MLA Aga Syed Muntazir 
Mehdi in the Legislative 
Assembly, the Forest, Ecology 
and Environment Department 
said that some of  the older or 
dried branches of  the Chat-
tergam Chinar have naturally 
fallen off, while the remaining 
portion of  the tree is green.

The department said protec-
tion measures for the heritage 
tree include installation of  iron 
fencing around its critical root 

zone to prevent soil compaction 
and root suffocation and help 
avoid traffic in the area.

Regarding the decline in 
Chinar trees in Kashmir, the 
government said the reasons 
include natural senescence 
or ageing, pest and disease 
attacks, cutting of  Chinars 
for developmental activities 
across the Union Territory, 

shrinking land and a burgeon-
ing population.

It said several measures 
have been put in place for the 
protection and preservation 
of  Chinar trees, including a 
prohibition on cutting even a 
branch without prior permis-
sion from the local administra-
tion as per the standing rules.
	 P-06

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Jammu 
and Kashmir Bank is set 
to restart recruitment of  
banking assistants and 
officers after a gap of  five 
years, with a recruitment 
notification likely to be 
issued within days, Man-
aging Director and CEO 
Amitava Chatterjee said 
on Tuesday.

Chatterjee, made the 
announcement while 
responding to a query 
during the Bank's 88th 
Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) of  shareholders 
held at the Sher-i-Kashmir 
International Convention 
Centre (SKICC) here.

He said the agreement 
with the agency that will 
conduct the recruitment 
examinations has been 
finalised and the notifica-
tion will be issued shortly.

The recruitment pro-
cess will cover Jammu, 
Kashmir and Ladakh, he 
said.

On recruitment outside 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh, Chatterjee said 
the Bank may undertake 
limited hiring based on 
local language require-
ments in areas where it 
operates.

"The bank has a pres-
ence in 22 states outside 
J&K and we require 
employees who are profi-
cient in local languages to 

serve our customers," he 
added.

Earlier, J&K Bank held 
its 88th AGM at SKICC, 
with Part-time Non-Exec-
utive Chairman S. Krish-
nan chairing the meeting 
in the presence of  MD & 
CEO Amitava Chatterjee 
and members of  the Board 
of  Directors.

Addressing sharehold-
ers, Krishnan said the 
Bank's past, present and 
future were reflected in 
the AGM's theme.
	 P-06

LG inaugurates new facilities at Jammu University
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Manoj Sinha Tuesday 
inaugurated a series of  new 
facilities at the University of  
Jammu. The inauguration 
included a modern sports com-
plex, a shooting range, high-
mast lights for the cricket sta-

dium and the Tawi Guest House 
complex, developed at a cost of  
nearly Rs. 10 Crore. These facili-
ties, the Lieutenant Governor 
noted, will empower the Uni-
versity’s athletes, scholars, and 
visitors, strengthening its role 
as a hub of  excellence in the 
Union Territory.

Congratulating the Vice-

Chancellor and stakehold-
ers, the Lieutenant Governor 
emphasized that while infra-
structure is important, the true 
transformation of an institution 
lies in the values, ideas, and 
innovations nurtured within 
its walls. He reminded the audi-
ence that every generation expe-
riences change, but the intensity 

of transformation in the present 
era, which is driven by artificial 
intelligence, is unparalleled.

The Lieutenant Governor 
in his address raised a critical 
question that in the age of  AI, 
what does it mean to be edu-
cated? He highlighted global 
concerns about AI’s accelerat-
ing power,  P-06
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Yash Paul Bourney 
Sworn in as Judge of 
J&K and Ladakh HC

GMK NERWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Senior Judi-
cial Officer, Yash Paul 
Bourney was sworn in 
as the Judge of  the High 
Court of  Jammu & Kash-
mir and Ladakh at a 
solemn ceremony held in 
the Chief  Justice’s Court 
at the Srinagar Wing of  the 
High Court on Tuesday.

Dr. Justice Pushpendra 
Singh Bhati, Chief  Jus-
tice of  the High Court of  
Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh, administered the 
oath of  office to Justice 
Yash Paul Bourney.

The Warrant of  Appoint-
ment was read out by M. 
K. Sharma, Registrar Gen-
eral, High Court of  J&K 
and Ladakh, who also con-
ducted the proceedings of  
the ceremony.

The ceremony was 
graced by Justice Rajnesh 
Oswal, Justice Mohd. 
Akram Chowdhary, Jus-
tice Wasim Sadiq Nargal, 
Justice Rajesh Sekhri, 
Justice Mohd. Yousuf  
Wani and Justice Sanjay 
Parihar. Justice Sanjeev 
Kumar, Justice Sindhu 
Sharma, Justice Sanjay 
Dhar, Justice Rahul Bharti, 
Justice Moksha Khajuria 
Kazmi and Justice Shahzad 
Azeem joined the ceremo-
ny through virtual mode 
from Jammu wing of  the 
High Court.

The family members, 
close relatives and friends 
of  Justice Yash Paul Bour-
ney were also present on 
the occasion, lending spe-
cial significance to the cer-

emony.
Among other dignitar-

ies present were Mir Syed 
Latif, Judicial Member 
(HOD) of  the Central 
Administrative Tribunal, 
Srinagar Bench,  Shaleen 
Kabra, Additional Chief  
Secretary, M.K. Sinha, 
ADGP CID, Achal Sethi, 
Commissioner Secretary 
Law, Justice and Parlia-
mentary Affairs ; Division-
al Commissioner, Kashmir, 
IGP Kashmir, IGP Security, 
Senior Advocates; Execu-
tive Members of  the Kash-
mir Advocates’ Association 
and the J&K High Court 
Bar Association, Jammu; 
Law Officers; Judicial Offi-
cers; and officers of  the 
High Court Registry.

The Ministry of  Law 
and Justice, Government 
of  India, issued the notifi-
cation appointing Justice 
Yash Paul Bourney as the 
Judge of  the High Court 
of  Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh on September 19, 
2026.

Born on August 25, 
1967, Justice Yash Paul 
Bourney hails from vil-

lage Dadwara, Bhaddu, 
Billawar, District Kathua. 
During his distinguished 
judicial career, he has held 
several important judicial 
and administrative assign-
ments. He served as Prin-
cipal District & Sessions 
Judge at Leh, Baramulla, 
Udhampur and Jammu, 
besides serving as Special 
Judge, Anti-Corruption, 
Srinagar and Special 
Judge, Anti-Corruption, 
Jammu.

Justice Bourney also 
served in key institutional 
positions as Member Sec-
retary, J&K Legal Services 
Authority; Registrar Vigi-
lance, High Court of  J&K 
and Ladakh; and Director, 
J&K Judicial Academy.

After serving as Prin-
cipal District & Sessions 
Judge, Jammu, Justice 
Bourney was appointed 
on deputation as Member, 
J&K Special Tribunal, 
Jammu. He was serving 
in the said capacity imme-
diately prior to his eleva-
tion as a Judge of  the High 
Court of  Jammu & Kash-
mir and Ladakh.

Twin trainings sanctioned to revive 

Kashmir pottery, copperware
CDI, Dept’s specialised institution, to implement both programmes

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a bid to 
revive the crafts of  Glazed 
Pottery and Copperware 
in Kashmir, the Union 
Ministry of  Textiles has 
sanctioned two training 
programmes under the 
Guru Shishya Hastshilp 
component of  the flag-
ship National Handicrafts 
Development Programme 
(NHDP).

An amount of  ₹14.90 
lakh has been sanctioned 
in favour of  Craft Develop-
ment Institute (CDI) Sri-
nagar for conducting the 
twin trainings.

In a press release issued 
here today, a spokesman of  
the Handicrafts and Han-
dloom Department, Kash-

mir, stated that the office of  
Development Commission-
er (Handicrafts) acceded to 
the department’s proposal 
for customised training to 
revive the fading crafts. 
“Each programme will 
be of  a duration of  two 
months wherein skill of  

30 artisans each would be 
upgraded under the guid-
ance of  master craftsmen,” 
he added.

Glazed pottery was once 
used for household vessels, 
decorative tiles, kangris 
and ceremonial items. Over 
recent decades, it has been 

overshadowed by cheaper 
plastic, aluminium and 
machine-made ware, leav-
ing only a small number of  
remaining artisans.

On the other hand, Cop-
perware, or Kandkaari, 
which is amongst Kash-
mir’s oldest metal crafts 
and closely associated with 
Shehr-e-Khaas, has come 
under intense pressure 
from cheap imitations and 
shrinking artisan base.

The spokesman stated 
that ₹7.45 lakh each have 
been sanctioned by the Tex-
tiles Ministry for training 
in Glazed Pottery in clus-
ters of  Baramulla district 
and Copperware in dis-
trict Srinagar. “The train-
ings have been designed 
in such a way that it takes 

care of  wage compensation 
of  artisans, honorarium of  
master craftsmen, space 
rent and training related 
equipment as well as com-
pensation of  raw material,” 
he added.

The programmes follow 
the traditional Guru–
Shishya model of  skill 
transfer, under which 
experienced master arti-
sans mentor a new cohort 
of  practitioners in tech-
niques that have been 
passed down over genera-
tions but are now at the 
risk of  being lost. “These 
courses are intended not 
only to upgrade existing 
skills but also to rebuild a 
working pipeline of  trained 
hands in the two crafts,” 
the spokesman added.

J&K Bank signs MoU with BGSBU 
to strengthen Banking Services

GMK NEWS NETWORK

RAJOURI: Jammu & 
Kashmir Bank has signed 
a Memorandum of  Under-
standing (MoU) with Baba 
Ghulam Shah Badshah 
University (BGSBU), 
marking a significant step 
towards strengthening the 
institutional association 
between the Bank and the 
University.

The MoU was signed 
in the presence of  Regis-
trar BGSBU Ravi Kumar 
Sihag and Deputy Gen-
eral Manager (DGM), 
J&K Bank Rajeev Kumar 
Dingra along with Assis-
tant General Manager 

(AGM Ashish Jamwal; 
CP & AO, BGSBU Qamar 
Rehman and Branch Head, 
J&K Bank, BGSBU Branch 
Ashok Rotra.

The collaboration aims 
to facilitate convenient, 
efficient and technology-
enabled banking services 
for the University com-
munity, including faculty 
members, staff  and stu-
dents. The MoU will pro-
vide a structured frame-
work for enhanced bank-
ing support, improved 
service delivery and wider 
access to financial servic-
es within the University 
campus.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, representatives from 
J&K Bank reaffirmed the 
Bank’s commitment to 
providing customer-cen-
tric banking solutions and 
strengthening its institu-
tional partnerships, par-
ticularly with educational 
institutions.

The signing of  the MoU 
marks an important mile-
stone in the relationship 
between J&K Bank and 
BGSBU, reflecting the 
Bank’s continued commit-
ment to supporting edu-
cational institutions and 
contributing to the finan-
cial and digital empower-
ment of  the communities 
they serve.

DC Budgam reviews Green India 

Mission Perspective Plan 2026–31
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner,  Budgam, 
Athar Aamir Khan, Tues-
day chaired a meeting to 
review the implementation 
of  the Green India Mission 
(GIM) in the district and 
deliberate on the proposed 
GIM Perspective Plan for 
2026–2031.

The meeting was attend-
ed by DFO Budgam, Syed 
Waseem, senior officers 
from the Forest, Rural 
Development, Agriculture, 
JAKEDA and other con-
cerned departments.

During the meeting, 
detailed deliberations were 
held on the proposed Per-
spective Plan, including 
the identification and res-
toration of  degraded forest 
areas under the Mission.

The committee noted 
that 53.3 hectares of  
degraded forest land 
have been identified for 
interventions under GIM 
during 2026–2031, covering 
areas under the Pir Panjal 

Forest Division, Budgam, 
and Special Forest Divi-
sion, Tangmarg.

At the outset, the Deputy 
Commissioner stressed the 
need for coordinated and 
outcome-oriented imple-
mentation of  the Mission. 
He directed the concerned 
departments to ensure that 
all proposed interventions 
are properly planned, tech-
nically sound and aligned 
with local ecological 
requirements.

He further directed the 
concerned officers to main-
tain close inter-departmen-
tal coordination, ensure 
timely completion of  all 
preparatory formalities and 

focus on effective restoration 
and long-term sustainability 
of  the identified areas.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner underscored that 
the GIM interventions 
should contribute mean-
ingfully towards improv-
ing forest cover, restoring 
degraded ecosystems and 
strengthening environ-
mental sustainability in 
the district.

After detailed delibera-
tions, the committee rec-
ommended that the GIM 
Perspective Plan 2026–2031 
be forwarded to the UT 
Steering Committee for 
further consideration and 
necessary action.

Rent Assessment Committee meeting 
held at Anantnag, 17 cases approved

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: A compre-
hensive meeting of  the 
District Rent Assessment 
Committee, Anantnag was 
held Tuesday under the 
chairmanship of  Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Anant-
nag, Dr. Bilal Mohiuddin 
Bhat at the DC Office.

The meeting was con-
vened to review and assess 
cases pertaining to rented 
accommodations being 
utilized by various govern-
ment departments in the 
district.

Addressing the meeting, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
directed the concerned 
departments to ensure that 
rented accommodations are 
hired at feasible and suitable 
locations, keeping in view 
the convenience and easy 
accessibility of  the general 
public, besides availability 
of  essential facilities and 
other requirements. He 
emphasized that all cases 
related to hiring of  private 
accommodations should 

be processed strictly after 
verification of  requisite 
documents and fulfillment 
of  prescribed norms.

During the meeting, 20 
cases pertaining to differ-
ent departments, including 
Handicrafts, Health, Food, 
Civil Supplies & Consumer 
Affairs (FCS&CA), Rev-
enue, Sheep Husbandry, 
Social Welfare, School Edu-
cation, Police, ICDS and 
Agriculture were placed 
before the Committee for 
consideration. The Com-
mittee examined the tech-
nical aspects of  these cases 
and deliberated upon each 
case in detail.

 Following thorough 

scrutiny and discussions, 17 
cases pertaining to different 
departments were approved 
by the committee, with con-
sent of  the concerned land/
building owners.

Detailed discussions 
were also held with the 
departments occupying 
the rented premises as well 
as the respective build-
ing owners. Revenue and 
other relevant documents 
pertaining to the proper-
ties were scrutinized by the 
concerned officers. Defi-
ciencies and gaps, wher-
ever noticed, were brought 
to the attention of  the con-
cerned stakeholders for 
necessary rectification.

PCCF felicitates school children for 
forest photography competition

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Principal 
Chief  Conservator For-
ests (PCCF)/Head of  
Forest Force (HoFF), J&K, 
Sarvesh Rai, felicitated 
the participants of  Forest 
Photography Competition 
organized by the Balwan 
Block of  S Park Range of  
Urban Forestry Division, 
Srinagar.

The event was attended 
by Conservator of  Forests, 
Srinagar Circle, Divisional 
Forest Officer, Urban For-
estry Division Srinagar, 
Divisional Forest Officer, 
Planning & Publicity/ Sta-
tistics Division Srinagar 
and other officers.

Launched by the J&K 
Forest Department, the 
initiative aims at foster-
ing interest among school 
going children to delve 
into soaring environmen-

tal concerns and inculcate 
in them a passion of  plan-
tation and preservation of  
forest trees as an objective 
to contribute to sustenance 
of  better and healthy forest 
ecosystem.

 The competition wit-
nessed alacritous partici-
pation from the Students 
of  various schools across 
Srinagar and top honors 
were awarded to four stu-
dents for exceptional forest 
paintings besides all others 

were felicitated with cer-
tificates of  participation.

Speaking at the event, 
the PCCF emphasized that 
the participating students 
are future ambassadors 
of  forest conservation and 
such participation reflects 
their unabating interest in 
conserving biodiversity for 
sustainable development. 
He further appreciated the 
participants for their inter-
est and contribution towards 
nature’s conservation.

DC Budgam reviews physical, financial 
progress under District Capex

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Budgam, 
Athar Aamir Khan, Tues-
day chaired a meeting to 
review the physical and 
financial progress of  works 
approved under the Dis-
trict Capex 2026-27.

At the outset, the Deputy 
Commissioner conducted a 
detailed department-wise 
review of  the progress 
of  works being executed 
by various departments, 
including Rural Develop-
ment Department (RDD), 
Public Works Department 
(PWD), Minor Irriga-
tion, Youth Services and 
Sports, Health, Educa-
tion, Jal Shakti, Ground 
Water, Power Develop-

ment Department (PDD), 
JAKEDA and other con-
cerned departments.

The DC directed all exe-
cuting agencies to expe-
dite the preparation and 
completion of  estimates 
and ensure 100 percent ten-
dering of  approved works, 
so that projects are taken 
up for execution without 
delay.

He stressed the need 
for close monitoring of  
both physical and finan-
cial progress and directed 
the concerned officers to 
ensure timely and qual-
ity completion of  works 
within the prescribed time-
lines. He also called for 
regular field inspections 
and effective supervision 
to identify and address 

any gaps or shortcomings 
promptly.

E m p h a s i s i n g  t h e 
importance of  achieving 
the prescribed physical 
and financial targets, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
directed officers to main-
tain close coordination 
among departments, 
accelerate the pace of  exe-
cution and ensure adher-
ence to approved time-
lines and quality stan-
dards. He further called 
upon the concerned offi-
cers to maintain continu-
ous monitoring of  ongo-
ing projects and ensure 
that bottlenecks, if  any, 
are resolved promptly for 
smooth and timely imple-
mentation of  the District 
Capex programme.

SKUAST-K hosts National Seminar 
on "Millets for One Health"

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Sher-
e-Kashmir University of  
Agricultural Sciences 
and Technology of  Kash-
mir (SKUAST-K), in col-
laboration with the Sher-
i-Kashmir Institute of  
Medical Sciences (SKIMS) 
and Kheti Virasat Mis-
sion (KVM), organised a 
National Seminar on “Mil-
lets for One Health: Build-
ing Healthy Ecosystems, 
Climate-Resilient Agricul-

ture & Sustainable Food 
Systems” at the Shalimar 
Convention Centre.

The seminar brought 
together 755 participants, 
including around 350 farm-
ers and FPO members 
from different districts 
of  Jammu and Kashmir, 
besides scientists, medical 
professionals, faculty, stu-
dents, entrepreneurs and 
policymakers. The delib-
erations covered the role 
of  millets in food systems, 
climate-resilient agricul-
ture, food safety, ecological 
farming and livelihoods.

Padma Shri awardee 
Dr. Khader Vali, popularly 
known as the “Millet Man 
of  India”, was the Chief  
Guest. He highlighted the 
nutritional and ecological 
significance of  traditional 
grains and stressed the 
need to increase awareness 
and consumption of  millet-
based diets.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Vice Chancellor 
SKUAST-K, Prof. Nazir 
Ahmad Ganai highlighted 
the University’s approach 
of  linking research, educa-
tion, extension and entre-
preneurship to address 

emerging challenges. He 
also outlined SKUAST-K 
initiatives in One Health, 
natural and organic farm-
ing, herbal resources and 
sustainable agriculture, 
including efforts towards 
a Centre of  Excellence on 
One Health and herbs. He 
called for greater use of  
biopesticides, bio-based 
technologies and Artificial 
Intelligence in agriculture.

Prof. M. Ashraf  Ganie, 
Director, SKIMS and Ex-
Officio Secretary to the 

Government, highlighted 
the need for closer insti-
tutional collaboration 
between agricultural and 
medical institutions in 
addressing food and health 
concerns.

Speaking on regulation 
and standards, Khalid 
Jahangir, Commissioner, 
Food & Drug Administra-
tion, J&K, stressed the 
importance of  maintaining 
quality and safety across 
the food chain, from pro-
duction and processing to 
consumption.

Prof. Fazlul Qadir 
Parray, Dean, Medical 
Faculty, SKIMS and Prin-
cipal, SKIMS Medical 
College, Bemina, empha-
sised the importance 
of  creating awareness 
about nutritious tradi-
tional foods and healthy 
dietary practices among 
the younger generation.

F ro m  t h e  e c o -
lo gical  ag riculture 
perspective,Umendra Dutt, 
Executive Director, Kheti 
Virasat Mission, high-
lighted soil health, biodi-
versity and conservation 
of  traditional agricultural 
knowledge.

DC Kulgam reviews progress of 
Census 2027 of snow-bound areas

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Kulgam, Shahzad Alam 
Tuesday reviewed the progress 
of Population Enumeration (PE) 
Phase-II of  snow-bound areas of 
Devsar and D.H. Pora tehsils here 
in a  meeting held at the Mini Sec-
retariat, Kulgam.

The meeting discussed the 
progress of enumeration work 
and the status of coverage in 
the snow-bound areas. The 
concerned charge officers ( Teh-
sildars) briefed the DC about the 
progress achieved on the ground 
by census staff.

The Deputy Commissioner 
stressed on the accuracy of 
census data collection as it is 
crucial for effective planning and 
formulation of policies and pro-
grammes. He emphasised adher-

ence to the prescribed Census 
guidelines and accuracy at every 
stage of enumeration.

Enumerators and supervisors 
were directed to ensure timely 
completion of the remaining 
enumeration work and maintain 
close coordination for smooth 
execution of the Census process. 
He further directed the concerned 
charge officers to closely monitor 
the field-level progress.

On the occasion, enumerators 
and supervisors tasked with the 
census, flagged off various issues 
regarding the uploading of census 
operations on the designated app 
which were addressed by techni-
cal and census officers from the 
Directorate of Census Operations, 
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.

ADC Viqar Ahmad Giri, Tehsil-
dars and other concerned officials 
attended the meeting.
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Govt committed towards development 
of tourism in Jammu: CM Omar
Says focus on new destinations, circuits, year-round promotion

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Tues-
day stated that the Gov-
ernment has adopted a 
comprehensive and multi-
pronged strategy for the 
development, promotion 
and diversification of tour-
ism in Jammu Division, 
with a focus on developing 
new and emerging desti-
nations and positioning 
Jammu as a year-round 
tourist destination at the 
national and international 
levels.

Replying to a question 
raised by MLA Jammu 
East Yudhvir Sethi during 
the ongoing Autumn Ses-
sion of  the J&K Legislative 
Assembly, the Chief  Min-
ister, who also holds the 
Tourism portfolio, said the 
strategy combines develop-
mental interventions with 
sustained promotional 
activities to diversify the 
tourism product of  Jammu 
Division.

He said the Tourism 
Department is focusing 
on pilgrimage, heritage, 
adventure, eco, nature, 
rural, cultural, well-
ness and leisure tourism, 
besides strengthening 
infrastructure and improv-
ing tourist amenities at 

existing and emerging 
destinations.

Major destinations 
where developmental 
interventions have been 
taken up or initiated 
include Suchetgarh, Shiv 
Khori, Sudhmahadev, 
Patnitop, Basholi, Bhad-
erwah/Gatha, Mansar, 
Baradari, Kesari Hills and 
Behra/Qasab.

The interventions 
include creation and 
upgradation of  tourism 
infrastructure and public 
amenities, destination 
facilities, beautification, 
connectivity-related works 
and development of  tour-
ism assets according to the 

requirements of individual 
destinations.

The Chief Minister said 
the Government is also 
laying emphasis on devel-
oping new and emerging 
destinations to decongest 
established tourist centres 
and ensure wider distri-
bution of  tourism-related 
economic activity across 
Jammu Division.

On promotion, he said 
the Department has under-
taken sustained publicity, 
advertising and promo-
tional campaigns at local, 
national and international 
levels. During April 2025 to 
March 2026, 110 events and 
festivals were facilitated or 

participated in, while 43 
events and festivals were 
covered during April-
August 2026.

District-wise and cate-
gory-wise publicity litera-
ture has also been prepared 
and disseminated through 
Travel Marts, Expos, Fes-
tivals, Melas and Yatras. 
Digital platforms includ-
ing Facebook, Instagram 
and X have been utilised 
for promotion, alongside 
campaigns undertaken in 
collaboration with tourism 
stakeholders.

At the national level, 
the Department partici-
pated in major tourism 
events including GITB 
Jaipur, TTF Ahmedabad, 
IATO Convention Puri, 
ITM Jaipur, IITE Madu-
rai, SATTE-2026 New 
Delhi and ITM Dehra-
dun. International par-
ticipation included IFTM 
Top Resa, Paris; World 
Travel Market, London; 
and ITB Singapore, pro-
viding wider exposure 
to the tourism products 
of  J&K.

The Chief Minister said 
the Government has also 
undertaken development 
of  dedicated pilgrimage 
circuits in Jammu Divi-
sion. Under the Capex Plan 
2020-21, five pilgrimage 

circuits were sanctioned 
and are currently under 
progress.

These include the 
Mansar Circuit (Phase-I) 
with a project cost of  ₹9.81 
crore, Shiv Khori Circuit 
at ₹3.14 crore, Utterbehni 
Circuit at ₹8.50 crore, Pur-
mandal Circuit at ₹9.82 
crore and Sukrala Circuit 
at ₹3.92 crore.

At present, 29 works 
are actively ongoing 
under these circuits, with 
an approved cost of  ₹5.14 
crore.

The Chief  Minister 
said completion of  these 
circuits is expected to 
strengthen local econo-
mies and create employ-
ment opportunities for 
local youth. The Govern-
ment is also encourag-
ing local participation in 
tourism through oppor-
tunities in homestays, 
tourist guiding and other 
tourism-related services.

On the allocation of  
funds, the Chief  Minister 
informed the House that 
the approved budget for 
tourism-related develop-
ment activities in Jammu 
Division increased from 
₹56.50 crore in 2023-24 to 
₹61.15 crore in 2024-25 and 
further to ₹62.85 crore in 
2025-26.

After 5 decades, Koh-e-Noor peak 
sees three Kashmiri ascents
3 teams reach 5,146-metre peak since Japanese 
expedition reached it in 1976

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: A 5,146-metre 
peak in remote Marwah 
Valley  in Jammu and 
Kashmir has returned to 
the region’s mountaineer-
ing map nearly five decades 
after its last recorded 
summit, with three local 
teams, including a five-
member team led by pro-
fessional mountaineer 
Nahida Manzoor, success-
fully reaching there this 
month.

According to the details 
available , Mount Koh-e-
Noor (South-West), which 
as per the available climb-
ing history was last record-
ed as summited in 1976 by 
a Japanese expedition. It 
witnessed three successful 
ascents by Kashmiri climb-
ers on September 6, 9 and 
14 this year.

The first local team, 
comprising Yasir Khan, 
Leo Saqib, Muzakir and 
Faik, reached the summit 
on September 6. Kashmir’s 
second team, consisting of  
Waseem Hassan, Chandan 
and Zaid, completed the 
ascent on September 9.

Manzoor’s five-member 
team made the third suc-
cessful ascent of  the recent 
period on September 14. 
The team also included 
Showkat Lone, Mudasir 
Lone, Sheikh Farzan and 
Irfan Lone.

For Manzoor, the expe-
dition carried significance 
beyond the technical chal-
lenge of  climbing the peak.

“To the best of our knowl-
edge and based on the climb-

ing history available to us, 
no woman had previously 
summited Mt Koh-e-Noor 
(SW),” she said.

“I am deeply honoured 
to become the first female 
climber to successfully 
summit Mt Koh-e-Noor 
(SW) and to add my name 
to the history of  this moun-
tain,” she said.

Manzoor described the 
expedition as challenging 
and said every stage of  the 
climb required determina-
tion, teamwork, patience 
and the ability to continue 
despite difficult conditions.

“A mountain does not 
distinguish between men 
and women — it simply 
tests your determination, 
preparation and spirit,” 
she said.

She said the ascent was 
also a tribute to women 
who aspire to climb moun-
tains and to mountaineers 
who explore remote peaks 
while respecting the natu-
ral environment.

The renewed climbing 
activity has also brought 
attention to Koh-e-Noor 
(SW), a relatively little-

known peak compared with 
Kashmir’s more frequently 
climbed mountains.

The peak’s remote set-
ting in the Marwah Valley 
adds to the logistical and 
physical demands of  an 
expedition, making its 
recent ascents notable for 
local mountaineering.

Manzoor also acknowl-
edged the efforts of  Yasir 
Khan, who was among the 
climbers involved in the 
first successful local ascent 
this month, for helping 
reopen what she described 
as a long-closed chapter in 
the mountain’s climbing 
history.

“Once again, a heartfelt 
thank you to Yasir Khan 
for his efforts, support and 
for being among the climb-
ers who reopened the chap-
ter of  Mt Koh-e-Noor after 
so many years,” she said.

With three Kashmiri 
teams reaching the summit 
within nine days, the 
mountain has once again 
become part of  the region’s 
climbing narrative, nearly 
50 years after its last docu-
mented ascent—(KNO)
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Rs 10.36 cr Dooru Stadium upgrade 

under consideration: Satish Sharma
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Food, Civil Supplies & Con-
sumer Affairs (FS&CA), 
Information Technology 
(IT), Youth Services & Sports, 
and Science & Technology, 
Satish Sharma, Tuesday said 
that 221 out of 355 Gram Pan-
chayats (GPs) in Jammu and 
Kashmir have either exist-
ing or constructed playfields 
under the One Panchayat-
One Playfield initiative.

The Minister was reply-
ing to a question raised by 
MLA G A Mir regarding 
implementation of the 'One 
Panchayat-One Playfield' 
initiative, particularly with 
reference to Dooru Constitu-
ency and the status of sports 
infrastructure and proposed 
playfields there.

Quoting information 
received from the Rural 
Development Department, 
Satish Sharma said that 221 
out of 355 Gram Panchayats 
covered under the initia-
tive have playfields, either 
already existing or newly 
constructed.

Giving details of  Dooru 
Constituency, the Minister 
informed the House that 37 
out of  66 Gram Panchayats 
have playfields. He said the 

Youth Services & Sports 
Department has taken 
up two playfield projects 
in Dooru Constituency 
during the past three years. 
The Playfield at Larkipora 
near ADV Road Bathuno, 
taken up during 2024-25 at 
a cost of  Rs 48.55 lakh, has 
achieved 90 per cent com-
pletion, added. He apprised 
that another Playfield at 
Shangren has been taken 
up as a new work during 
2026-27 at an estimated cost 
of  Rs 80 lakh.

Satish Sharma further 
informed that 26 playfield 
sites have been approved 
under AAP 2026-27 as part 
of  VB-G RAM-G by the 
Rural Development Depart-

ment, Anantnag, where 
suitable government land 
has been made available by 
the Revenue Department. 
He said that development of  
playfields by the Youth Ser-
vices & Sports Department 
is undertaken after follow-
ing all requisite formali-
ties, including availability 
of encumbrance-free land, 
transfer of  land and avail-
ability of funds.

He said that sports infra-
structure in Dooru Constitu-
ency is being progressively 
improved and upgraded 
through the J&K Sports 
Council and Directorate of  
Youth Services & Sports.

The Minister informed 
that four major sports 
facilities are being devel-
oped or maintained in the 
constituency including 
Sports Stadium, Dooru, 
equipped with a change-
room-cum-pavilion, crick-
et competition pitch, net 
practice pitch, chain-link 
fencing, main gate and dug-
outs. Besides, playfield at 
Verinag is presently under 
development with a change-
room-cum-pavilion, cricket 
competition pitch, net prac-
tice pitch, chain-link fenc-
ing, main gate, dugouts and 
mechanical roller.

Two State Cancer Institutes 

established in J&K: Sakeena Itoo
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Medical and Health Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo Tuesday 
said that the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
constituted an Apex Com-
mittee to strengthen a coor-
dinated and comprehensive 
response to the growing 
burden of cancer and to pro-
vide guidance and formulate 
measures for prevention, 
screening and treatment of  
the disease. Director, SKIMS 
has been designated as the 
Nodal Officer for the purpose.

The Minister was replying 
to a question raised by Mir 
Saifullah in the Legislative 
Assembly.

The Minister said that 
with the financial and tech-
nical support of the Govern-
ment of  India, Ministry of  
Health and Family Welfare, 
under the National Pro-
gramme for Prevention and 
Control of  Non-Communi-
cable Diseases (NP-NCD), 
the Government of Jammu 
and Kashmir has established 
two State Cancer Institutes, 
one at SKIMS, Soura and the 
other at Government Medical 
College, Jammu.

She said these Institutes 
have been established with 
the objective of  ensuring 
comprehensive and special-
ized cancer care, including 
diagnosis, treatment and 
other allied oncology ser-
vices, thereby catering to 
the major cancer treatment 
requirements of  the Union 
Territory.

The existing facilities are 
being strengthened from 
time to time in terms of  
infrastructure, equipment, 
human resources and spe-
cialized treatment services, 
as per the approved norms 
and availability of resources, 
she added.

The Minister informed 
the House that the Jammu 
& Kashmir administration is 
committed to ensure acces-

sible, affordable and quality 
cancer-care services, particu-
larly for economically vulner-
able sections of society. Eligi-
ble cancer patients are being 
provided cashless/free treat-
ment, as applicable, under the 
Ayushman Bharat scheme, in 
the empanelled government 
as well as private health insti-
tutions, in accordance with 
the prescribed eligibility cri-
teria, treatment packages and 
guidelines under the scheme, 
she informed.

 The Minister maintained 
that the benefits cover vari-
ous diagnostic, therapeutic 
and hospitalization-related 
services included in the 
approved packages. In addi-
tion, poor and needy cancer 
patients are being extended 
financial assistance under 
the Cancer Treatment and 
Management Fund for Poor 
(CTMFP) scheme, subject to 
the prescribed eligibility cri-
teria, applicable guidelines 
and availability of  funds, 
she said. She added that 
these measures are aimed at 
facilitating timely access to 
appropriate cancer treatment 
and reducing the financial 
burden on eligible patients 
and their families.

Assembly passes Cooperative 
Societies Amendment Bill, 2026
Bill provides for repeal of Self-Reliant 
Cooperative Act, 1999

J&K Assembly holds Swachhata 

Hi Seva 2026 campaign

CM, Ministers, Legislators take cleanliness pledge

CM Omar presides over MoU signing 

between SKIMS and J&K Bank

CS Launches ‘e-Nyaya Sarathi’ 
to take Legal Services to 
Citizens’ Doorsteps

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a major push 
to make legal services more 
accessible, transparent and 
citizen-friendly, Chief Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Tuesdaty 
aunched the ‘e-Nyaya Sarathi’ 
web portal and mobile appli-
cation, providing citizens a 
unified digital gateway to 
legal information, judicial 
resources and government 
legal services.

The event was attended by 
senior officers including ACS 
PWD; Principal Secretary, 
Home; Principal Secretary, 
Culture Department; Regis-
trar General, High Court of  
J&K and Ladakh; Sr. AAG 
Mohsin Qadri; Member 
Secretary, J&K State Legal 
Services Authority; Commis-
sioner Secretary, H&UDD; 
Commissioner Secretary, 
Social Welfare; Commissioner 
Secretary, Science & Technol-
ogy; Commissioner Secretary, 
Law; Secretary, RDD; Secre-
tary, Legislative Assembly and 
other officers of  the Depart-
ment of Law, Justice & Parlia-
mentary Affairs and members 
of the technical development 
team also attended the launch 
event.

Developed by the Depart-
ment of Law, Justice & Parlia-
mentary Affairs, the platform 

brings multiple legal services 
under one roof, enabling citi-
zens to access essential legal 
information and services any-
time and from anywhere. The 
initiative seeks to simplify 
the public’s interaction with 
the legal system and replace 
conventional bureaucratic 
hurdles with a more transpar-
ent and digitally accessible 
service delivery mechanism.

Speaking at the launch, the 
Chief Secretary described the 
initiative as a significant step 
towards citizen-centric digital 
governance, emphasising that 
legal services should be acces-
sible, reliable and easy to 
navigate. He said that e-Nyaya 
Sarathi would help bridge the 
gap between citizens and legal 
institutions by bringing criti-
cal legal resources directly to 
their fingertips.

Giving details about the 
platform the Commissioner 
Secretary, Law, Achal Sethi 
revealed that the portal offers 
a range of services, including 
legal aid and pro-bono assis-
tance, a central repository of  
Acts, Rules, Judgments and 
Government Notifications, 
in addition to facilities like 
‘Search Your Case’ and ‘Find 
My Court’ and dedicated 
modules for Women & Child 
Development and Advocate 
Related Matters.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Tuesday 
witnessed the signing of  a 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) between Jammu & 
Kashmir Bank Ltd and Sher-i-
Kashmir Institute of Medical 
Sciences (SKIMS), aimed at 
expanding healthcare access 
and strengthening institution-
al financial services across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The MoU was signed by 
Director SKIMS Prof. Moham-
mad Ashraf Ganie on behalf  
of SKIMS and J&K Bank MD 
& CEO Amitava Chatterjee on 
behalf of J&K Bank Ltd.

Minister for Health & 
Medical Education Sakina 
Itoo, Advisor to the Chief  
Minister Nasir Aslam Wani 
among others, were present 
on the occasion.

The agreement brings 
together the J&K’s premier 
tertiary-care institution and 
its leading financial insti-
tution to facilitate patient 
services, employee welfare, 
financial inclusion and sup-

port for healthcare infrastruc-
ture.

A key feature of the MoU 
is the integration of SKIMS’ 
OPD ticketing and appoint-
ment booking system with 
the Banking Correspondent 
(BC) network of J&K Bank on 
a six-month pilot basis. The 
initiative will enable patients 
in far-flung and rural areas 
to obtain SKIMS OPD tickets 
and appointments locally, 
reducing the need for them 
to travel to Srinagar solely 
for the purpose of  booking 
appointments.

Under the agreement, 
SKIMS has nominated J&K 
Bank as a banking partner 
and extended customized ben-
efits to its regular employees, 
including zero-balance salary 
accounts, waiver of specified 

banking charges, concessional 
loan rates, auto-sweep facili-
ties among other facilities.

The MoU also provides for 
dedicated counters at SKIMS 
for J&K Bank employees, 
while SKIMS will depute a 
physician to the Bank’s head-
quarters once every month 
to facilitate medical consulta-
tions for its staff.

The partnership also 
envisages greater institution-
al support for patients and 
healthcare infrastructure. 
J&K Bank will prioritize CSR 
assistance for SKIMS hospital 
infrastructure and integrate 
the SKIMS Endowment Fund 
for poor patients with its 
Mpay Delight+ mobile appli-
cation, enabling members of  
the public to contribute direct-
ly towards patient support.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: As part of  
the ongoing Swachhata 
Hi Seva (SHS) 2026 cam-
paign, a special Swach-
hata Signature and Pledge 
campaign was organised 
at the Jammu and Kash-
mir Legislative Assembly 
Complex, Srinagar, Tues-
day, with the elected repre-
sentatives and members of  
the House joining together 
to reaffirm the message 
of  cleanliness, collective 
responsibility and sus-
tained public participation.

Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah, along with Min-
isters, legislators and other 
dignitaries, participated in 
the campaign and joined the 
signature initiative, reaf-
firming the importance of  
making Swachhata a shared 
responsibility and an inte-
gral part of  everyday life.

The initiative is part of  
the nationwide SHS 2026 
campaign, being observed 

from 17 September to 02 
October 2026 under the 
theme “Swachhata Mein 
Sahbhag; Swachh Bharat, 
Viksit Bharat.” The cam-
paign places emphasis on 
Jan Bhagidari, transforma-
tion of  Cleanliness Target 
Units and public places, 
youth engagement, sanita-
tion-worker welfare, source 
segregation and Waste-to-
Wealth initiatives.

The participation of  the 
elected representatives at 
the Legislative Assembly 
provided a strong platform 
for reinforcing the message 
that cleanliness transcends 
the institutional boundar-

ies and requires sustained 
involvement of  citizens, 
communities and public rep-
resentatives. The campaign 
also encourages the Members 
of  the Legislative Assem-
bly to carry the message of  
Swachhata to their respective 
constituencies and promote 
community participation in 
cleanliness drives, respon-
sible waste management, 
source segregation and other 
sanitation-related initiatives.

The Directorate of  Rural 
Sanitation has been coordinat-
ing the UT-wide SHS 2026 cam-
paign, which was formally 
launched at Block Khonmoh, 
Srinagar, on September 17.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Legislative Assembly 
Tuesday passed the Jammu and 
Kashmir Cooperative Societies 
(Amendment) Bill, 2026 (L.A. 
Bill No. 9 of 2026) after detailed 
discussion and deliberations by 
the members of the House.

The Bill was moved by Min-
ister for Cooperative Depart-
ment, Javid Ahmad Dar, seeking 
amendment of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Cooperative Societies 
Act, 1989, repeal of the Jammu 
and Kashmir Self-Reliant Coop-
erative Act, 1999, and provision 
of a transitional framework for 
self-reliant cooperatives under 
the principal Act.

The Bill was discussed at 

length in the House, with several 
legislators putting forth their 
views, suggestions and observa-
tions on various provisions of the 
proposed legislation.

The members who partici-
pated in the discussion includ-
ed Nizam-ud-din Bhat, Pawan 
Gupta, Balwant Singh Manko-
tia, Arjun Singh Raju and Rajiv 
Jasrotia.

Responding to the issues and 
suggestions raised during the 
discussion, the Minister apprised 
the House of the objectives and 
rationale behind the proposed 
amendments and reiterated the 
Government’s commitment to 
strengthening the cooperative 
sector through a robust, trans-
parent and effective legislative 
framework.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

J&K Government Must 
End The Recruitment 

Paralysis

E
mpty Posts, Overburdened Institutions 
and a Generation Waiting for Opportu-
nity
The disclosure of 64,439 vacant govern-
ment posts across Jammu and Kashmir in 

the Legislative Assembly is more than an adminis-
trative statistic. It raises serious questions about 
the functioning of public institutions, the delivery 
of essential services and the government's respon-
sibility towards thousands of young people seek-
ing employment.
The vacancies include 6,391 gazetted, 42,572 non-
gazetted and 15,476 Multi-Tasking Staff positions. 
Behind these figures are two interconnected chal-
lenges: departments struggling to meet staffing 
requirements and educated youth waiting for recruit-
ment opportunities amid prolonged uncertainty.
Where Vacancies Affect Public Services
The Health and Medical Education Department 
accounts for 12,797 vacant posts, making it one 
of the most pressing areas of concern. Healthcare 
infrastructure, however modern, cannot function 
effectively without adequate doctors, nurses, tech-
nicians and support personnel.
Staff shortages can increase pressure on existing 
employees and affect service delivery, particu-
larly in remote and difficult areas where access to 
healthcare is already challenging.
The School Education Department also requires 
focused attention. Vacancies in educational insti-
tutions can place additional responsibilities on 
existing staff and create challenges in maintaining 
teaching standards. Students should not bear the 
consequences of prolonged administrative delays.
Public infrastructure can only deliver its intended 
benefits when sufficient and qualified personnel 
are available to operate it.
Recruitment Cannot Remain a Paper Exercise
The government has placed department-wise 
vacancy details before the Assembly, including 
information about posts referred to the Jammu and 
Kashmir Public Service Commission and the Jammu 
and Kashmir Services Selection Board.
However, referring vacancies to recruitment agen-
cies is only one stage of the process. The ultimate 
objective must be the timely completion of recruit-
ment and the issuance of appointment orders.
For young people preparing for competitive exami-
nations, recruitment delays carry a real financial and 
personal burden. Unclear schedules, prolonged selec-
tion procedures and uncertainty over appointments 
can weaken confidence in public recruitment systems.
The administration must improve coordination 
between departments and recruitment agencies, 
identify procedural bottlenecks and communicate 
recruitment timelines clearly wherever possible.
Merit, transparency and equal opportunity must 
remain central to the process

      Beyond Convenience

A Policy Critique Of Saturday Holiday Proposal

AUBAID AHMAD AKHOON

“In this age, education 
is the remedy for the 
ailments of  the nation.”

T
hese are the words of  wisdom 
said by Allama Muhammad 
Iqbal that continue to resonate 
with the same relevance and 
significance today as they 

did decades ago. Hakeem-ul-Ummat 
Allama Iqbal was a man of  foresight who 
recognized the importance of  knowledge, 
intellect, and awakening for the survival 
and prosperity of  the nation.

Allama Iqbal was not only a product 
of  his own traditional Islamic education 
but also had exposure to the best of  the 
modern world. He studied abroad and was 
familiar with the prevailing educational 
and philosophical ethos of  Europe. Allama 
Iqbal’s message was one of  self-awakening 
and urged Muslims to acquire knowledge, 
scientific temperament, character, and 
self-discipline. But his message finds a 
special place when we discuss the future 
of  our school education.

Saturday Off  May Sound Like Relief, 
But Can We Afford to Lose More Learning 
Time? A Saturday off  may sound tempting, 
but when our education system needs more 
learning time, quality, and resources to 
compete in this cutthroat world, this 
proposal should be put up for public 
scrutiny and discussion.

A Saturday off may seem innocuous, but 
education policy cannot be based on feelings 
alone.

The world our children inhabit is 
becoming increasingly more competitive 
by the day. Cutting-edge technologies, 
artif icial  intell igence,  robotics, 
biotechnology, data science, and 
digitalization are taking over the world. 
Other nations are preparing their youth 
for this reality. Unless we can provide 
better quality, more efficient, and effective 
learning opportunities, I think cutting out 
a Saturday off  would only adversely impact 
the children’s overall learning time.

Our children already lose considerable 
time due to winter vacations, summer 
vacations, public holidays, election 
holidays, examination holidays, and other 
sundry holidays. Even school teachers 
are routinely deployed for national 
census operations as enumerators and 

supervisors, though this practice often 
sparks debate over staffing shortages 
and classroom disruptions. It is only 
right that we think about the cumulative 
impact of  all these holidays on the overall 
learning curve of  the children. After all, 
Kashmir is a land of  beauty, but that also 
means unpredictable and adverse weather 
conditions, which may necessitate the 
closure of  schools.

One could say it is unfair to deprive 
the children of  Kashmir of  Sundays 
as a holiday considering their already 
numerous holidays.  But if  the 
policymakers genuinely wanted to provide 
more learning opportunities for Kashmir, 
they could have invested more in winter 
infrastructure, better canteen facilities, 
and better infrastructure for children. The 
point I am trying to make is that unless 
we provide better classroom facilities and 
ensure efficient teaching-learning, any 
reduction in the number of  school days or 
time will do more harm than good.

A child’s learning, especially in 
foundational concepts and subjects like 
maths and physics, is something that is 
cumulative. You cannot just read a little 
more to compensate for the loss of  a day 
of  instruction. Education is not a water tap 
that you can just turn on and off  at will.

If  the education system is under strain, 
trying to reduce the school time by adding 
one more holiday will not be the answer. 
Fix the classroom, not the calendar. If  
the burden on the children is the issue, 
fix counselling, sports, and co-curricular 
activities.

If  the teachers need training in modern 
pedagogy, give them that. If  they need 
support in reducing administrative 
workload, free them from that. Let us 
provide better infrastructure and make 
schools child-friendly. Let us focus on 
remedial education to bridge the gaps for 
children who find it difficult to keep pace 
with the rest. If  the children are tired, let 

us make them feel excited about learning, 
instead of  just giving them more holidays. 
A sound education system needs to have 
strong teachers, strong institutions, 
and strong students. It needs to have a 
professional attitude towards education 
wherein professional skills development 
is encouraged.

Our children have already borne the 
brunt of  too many sundry holidays. 
Kashmir’s children have had to deal 
with too many uncertainties in their 
educational lives. And yet, they continue 
to flock to their schools in droves with a 
passion. Their parents want to give them 
a shot at a better life through education. 
For the children, especially in Kashmir, 
education is not just a means to an end; it 
is the end in itself.

Hence I urge the policymakers to be 
a little more careful the next time they 
think about dole out more holidays to the 
children. Instead of  asking the question, 
“how many holidays can we give to the 
children”, let us ask them, “how can we 
make the school days more meaningful for 
the children?”

That is the question that an education 
system that aspires to excellence would 
ask.

We cannot prepare global citizens with 
a shrinking academic calendar. We often 
talk about making our children globally 
competitive, but to do that, we need to 
understand what global competitiveness 
entails. It is not just about certificates 
and degrees; it is about knowledge, skill, 
discipline, curiosity, communication, 
scientific temperament, creativity, and 
resilience in the face of  adversity.

Let us not confuse convenience with 
education.  Our education system needs 
oxygen, not another tapering off. The 
metaphor may be harsh, but I think it is 
necessary. Our education system does not 
need cuts; it needs an infusion of  boldness 
and higher expectations. Our education 

system does not need to have less; it needs 
to have more and better. Our system does 
not need fewer opportunities to learn; 
it needs more opportunities to learn. I 
think it is important to recognize that if  
our education system is already under 
strain, reducing the number of  school days 
without adequate compensatory measures 
may only exacerbate the problem.

We cannot break the wings of  our young 
shaheens in the name of  protecting them. 
We must strengthen their wings, arm 
them with better knowledge, and provide 
better opportunities to hone their skills. 
We cannot deprive them of  opportunities 
to learn and grow just to make their lives 
“easier”. Let me urge the policymakers 
to think through the consequences of  the 
proposed Saturday off  before they make 
the final decision.

Let them put up for public discourse 
the following questions: what will be 
the impact on the instructional hours, 
learning outcomes, examination results,

literacy and numeracy levels, teacher 
workload, and the overall academic 
calendar, before finalizing any such 
policy. The views of  teachers, parents, 
educationists, and students, as well as 
independent experts, must be taken 
into account while designing the policy 
framework. The education policy must be 
guided by the imperatives of  long-term 
national goals and the best interests of  
the children and not by populist demands 
and convenience. After all, we cannot get 
back the lost years that we have already 
invested in our children. It is for their 
future generation that Iqbal’s message 
continues to echo even after a century.

Allama Iqbal often warned the Muslims 
about the dangers of  complacency and urged 
them to move forward, leaving behind the 
comforts of  their past glory. His message 
was one of  self-awakening and urged people 
to compete with the best in the world. The 
world is a competitive place, and if  we want 
our children to thrive in it, they need to 
develop a spirit of  competitiveness rooted 
in self-belief, resilience, and courage. The 
world does not stand still, and neither should 
our education system.

So, let us ask ourselves whether we 
want to equip our children to be leaders, 
competitors, and innovators or just make 
their lives easier. Let Saturday continue to 
be a day of  learning unless and until there 
is sufficient evidence to show that it will 
not have adverse effects on the children’s 
overall learning outcomes. Let us focus on 
making the school days more meaningful 
rather than just adding more holidays to the 
children’s already bloated holiday calendar. 
Let us make our children fly and not cut 
their wings. We have struggled to rebuild 
their wings; let us not cut them now in the 
name of  giving them more holidays.

Author is motivational speaker. He can 
be mailed at akhoon.aubaid@gmail.com

Understanding What Poverty Means

NAVEED QAZI

F
ew issues provoke 
stronger opinions 
than poverty. For 
decades, the debate 
has been shaped by two 

competing schools of  thought. 
The behavioural school argues 
that people remain poor because 
they make poor choices, depend 
too heavily on welfare and fail 
to take available opportunities. 
The structural school offers a 
different explanation, arguing 
that poverty is mainly the result 
of  unequal opportunities, weak 
institutions and economic 
systems that leave millions 
behind. Both perspectives contain 
some truth, yet neither tells the 
whole story. When governments 
rely on simple explanations, they 
often create simple policies that 
fail to solve a complex problem.

This is precisely where 
economists Abhijit V. Banerjee 
and Esther Duflo make their 
strongest contribution. In 
Poor Economics and Good 
Economics for Hard Times, 
they move beyond ideology and 
ask a more practical question: 
how do people make decisions 
when they live with uncertainty 
every day? Drawing on years of  
field research and randomised 
controlled trials across Asia, 
Africa and Latin America, they 
argue that poverty cannot be 
understood through political 
slogans. It must be understood 
by looking closely at how poor 
families actually live.

Their argument echoes an 
idea advanced by Nobel laureate 

Amartya Sen in Development as 
Freedom. Sen argues that poverty 
is not simply a lack of  income but 
a lack of  real opportunities and 
freedoms. In other words, people 
are poor not only because they 
earn too little, but also because 
they lack access to education, 
healthcare, secure employment 
and public services that allow 
them to improve their lives.

Seen through that lens, the 
choices made by poor households 
look very different. Banerjee and 
Duflo reject the familiar image 
of  poor people as either helpless 
victims or irresponsible decision-
makers. Like everyone else, they 
respond to the circumstances 
around them. Low incomes, 
insecure jobs, unreliable 
public services and constant 
uncertainty force families to 
balance today's needs against 
tomorrow's opportunities. 
Decisions that appear irrational 
from the outside often make 
perfect sense when viewed from 
within the daily realities of  
poverty.

Healthcare offers a clear 
example. Preventive care is 
widely recognised as one of  the 
best investments any society can 
make. Yet many poor families 
postpone treatment or skip 
regular check-ups. The easy 
conclusion is that they simply 
do not care about their health. 
The evidence suggests otherwise. 
Visiting a clinic may require 
paying for transport, losing a 
day's wages and facing uncertain 
treatment. For households living 
from one pay cheque to the next, 
those immediate costs often 
outweigh benefits that may not 
be seen for months or even years.

Education tells a similar 
story. Parents living in poverty 
generally understand that 
schooling offers the best chance 
of  a better future. The problem 
is often the quality of  education, 

its fee involving high monetary 
contributions, rather than the 
desire to learn. Schools may also 
suffer from teacher absenteeism, 
overcrowded classrooms and 
weak learning outcomes. Under 
those conditions, years spent in 
school do not always translate into 
useful skills. Banerjee and Duflo 
show that improving teaching 
quality, supporting struggling 
pupils and making schools more 
accountable often delivers better 
results than simply increasing 
enrolment. Their evidence has 
influenced education policy 
in several countries. Speaking 
at an International Monetary 
Fund forum in December 2019, 
David Lipton observed that their 
research challenged long-held 
assumptions by asking not only 
whether policies worked but also 
why they worked.

The same pattern appears in 
small business. Entrepreneurs 
are often praised as drivers of  
economic growth, yet many 
remain trapped in low-income 
activities for years. It is tempting 
to blame a lack of  ambition, 
but Banerjee and Duflo reach a 
different conclusion. Many small 
business owners have no access 

to affordable loans, reliable 
insurance or secure savings. 
When every setback threatens a 
family's survival, avoiding risk 
becomes a sensible decision 
rather than a sign of  failure.

This broader understanding 
of  poverty is not unique to 
Banerjee and Duflo. The World 
Bank's World Development 
Report 2000/2001: Attacking 
Poverty argued that lasting 
progress depends on expanding 
opportunity, improving security 
and giving poor people a stronger 
voice in decisions that affect 
their lives. Nobel laureate Angus 
Deaton makes a similar point in 
The Great Escape, arguing that 
lasting improvements in health, 
education and institutions matter 
just as much as rising incomes. 
Together, these scholars remind 
us that poverty is not a single 
problem with a single cause. It is 
the result of  many disadvantages 
reinforcing one another, which is 
precisely why simple ideological 
answers so often fail.

The evidence also challenges 
one of  the most persistent 
assumptions in public debate: 
that poverty can be reduced 
through a single policy. Banerjee 

and Duflo argue that there is no 
universal solution because poor 
households face different barriers 
depending on where they live and 
the institutions around them. 
A farming family vulnerable 
to drought requires different 
support from an urban worker 
facing insecure employment or 
a small entrepreneur struggling 
to obtain finance. Effective 
policy therefore begins with 
understanding local realities 
rather than applying one-size-
fits-all programmes.

This emphasis on evidence 
has influenced development 
economics far beyond academia. 
The Nobel Prize committee 
recognised Banerjee, Duflo and 
Michael Kremer for transforming 
the fight against global poverty 
through an experimental 
approach that tests policies 
before they are adopted on a 
wider scale. Their work has 
encouraged governments to rely 
less on political instinct and more 
on measurable results.

As the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and 
Development has repeatedly 
argued in its research on 
social mobility and inequality, 
expanding  oppor tunit ies 
throughout life is essential 
for building stronger and 
more inclusive economies. 
The common thread running 
through these ideas is clear. 
Poverty is rarely the result of  a 
single failure. It emerges from 
a combination of  economic 
insecurity, limited opportunities 
and weak institutions, making 
careful evidence, rather than 
ideology, the most reliable guide 
for effective public policy.

The writer is a prolific author 
and serves as Editor at Large for 
Science Matters India. Feedback 

at naveedqazi@live.com
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       Marriage Culture In Kashmir

When A Sacred Bond Becomes A Social Competition

STATUS SYMBOL

Why We Need To Stop Confusing Busy With Important

DR RIZWAN RUMI

M
arriage in Kashmir 
has traditionally been 
regarded not merely 
as a social arrange-
ment but as a sacred 

bond rooted in family, responsibility, 
companionship and mutual respect. 
For generations, Kashmiri society 
valued simplicity in marriage. Nikah 
was understood as the beginning of  
a shared life rather than the staging 
of  a grand social event. Today, how-
ever, that understanding appears to be 
changing.

Marriage ceremonies are becoming 
increasingly elaborate, expensive and 
competitive. What was once primarily a 
religious and family occasion is gradu-
ally being transformed into a display 
of  wealth, status and social standing. 
From lavish wedding halls and mul-
tiple functions to designer clothes, 
elaborate decorations, photography 
and Bollywood-inspired celebrations, 
the pressure to "do more" seems to be 
growing every year.

The problem is not celebration itself. 
There is nothing wrong with families 
celebrating the marriage of  their 
children according to their means. 
The concern begins when celebration 
turns into competition and when social 
expectations become so expensive that 
ordinary families feel compelled to 
spend beyond their capacity.

In many cases, families are no longer 
asking what is necessary for a mar-
riage. They are asking what society 
will say if  they do less. This is where 
the real problem begins.

When Marriage Becomes a 
Financial Burden

For many young people, marriage is 
already associated with financial uncer-
tainty. Employment opportunities are 
limited, incomes are often modest, and 
the cost of  living continues to rise. In 
such circumstances, imposing additional 
financial expectations can make mar-
riage unnecessarily difficult.

The issue is particularly significant 
for young men who may feel that they 
must first accumulate substantial sav-
ings, arrange a large wedding, meet 
expectations regarding gifts and cloth-
ing, and provide an expensive setup 
before they can even think seriously 
about marriage.

At the same time, families of  brides 
can also find themselves under enor-
mous social pressure. They may feel 
compelled to organize elaborate func-
tions, purchase expensive clothing 
and jewellery, invite large numbers 
of  guests and meet expectations that 
have little connection with the actual 
purpose of  marriage. Thus, both sides 
can become victims of  the same social 
system. Marriage, which should pro-
vide companionship and emotional 

security, begins with financial anxiety.
The Question of Mehar
Mehar is an important Islamic 

institution and a right of  the woman. 
It should never be dismissed or treat-
ed as an unnecessary burden. But the 
growing tendency to treat an exception-
ally high mehar as a symbol of  status 
deserves thoughtful discussion. When 
mehar becomes a figure determined 
primarily by social comparison rather 
than mutual understanding, it can 
defeat the spirit in which the institu-
tion was established.

The purpose should not be to create 
an impossible financial obligation for 
the groom. Nor should a woman's digni-
ty be measured simply by the numeri-

cal value attached to her mehar. There 
is a need for greater awareness that dig-
nity and security in marriage cannot be 
reduced to a financial figure.

Similarly, families should avoid 
turning marriage negotiations into a 
process of  financial bargaining. The 
foundation of  a successful marriage is 
character, compatibility, responsibility, 
trust and mutual respect, not the size 
of  a wedding budget.

The Influence of Bollywood and 

Social Media
Another major factor behind the 

changing wedding culture is the influ-
ence of  popular culture and social 
media. Wedding ceremonies are 
increasingly being designed around 
images seen online. Couples and fami-
lies are exposed to extravagant celebra-
tions, cinematic entrances, profession-
al photography, elaborate stages and 
destination-style events. What appears 
glamorous on a screen can gradually 
become a social expectation in real life.

The danger is that people begin com-
paring their personal circumstances 
with carefully constructed images of  
other people's celebrations. A family 
may have limited financial resources, 
but it may still feel compelled to orga-
nize a wedding that looks impressive 
on social media.

This creates a cycle of  competition. 
One family spends heavily. Another 
feels compelled to match it. A third 
family tries to go further. Eventually, 
extravagance becomes normalized, and 
simplicity begins to appear inadequate. 
This is particularly unfortunate because 
a wedding should not be judged by how 
impressive it looks to outsiders.

The Silent Cost of Social Expec-
tations

The financial cost of  extravagant 
marriages is visible. The psychological 
cost is less visible. Parents can experi-
ence enormous anxiety trying to meet 
expectations. Young men may postpone 
marriage because they believe they 
cannot afford the ceremony expected 
of  them. Young women may also feel 
pressured to look a certain way, wear 
expensive clothes and jewellery, or 
have a wedding that resembles those 
displayed online.

Behind the photographs and cel-
ebrations can therefore exist debt, 
stress and insecurity. Some families 
borrow money simply to maintain their 
social image. Others spend their sav-

ings accumulated over many years on 
a few days of  celebration.

The question we need to ask is 
simple: Is it reasonable to spend years 
saving for a marriage only to spend 
most of  those savings on ceremonies 
that last a few days? Would it not be 
wiser to invest some of  that money in 
the couple's future—education, hous-
ing, healthcare, business or savings?

We Are Losing the Meaning of 
Simplicity

There is nothing inherently wrong 
with beautiful clothes, good food or a 
joyful gathering. Kashmir has its own 
rich cultural traditions, and celebra-
tions are an important part of  social 
life. The problem is excess.

When food is wasted because too 
much has been prepared, when fami-
lies invite hundreds of  people simply 
because they fear criticism, when 
expensive arrangements are made 
only to compete with others, or when 
marriage negotiations become domi-
nated by financial expectations, we 
have moved away from the spirit of  
simplicity.

Islam does not teach people to mea-
sure happiness through extravagance. 
The essence of  nikah is remarkably 
simple: two individuals accepting 
responsibility for a shared life in the 
presence of  their families and com-
munity, with mutual rights and obli-
gations. Perhaps we need to return to 
that understanding.

Marriage Should Not Become a 
Test of Wealth

One of  the most troubling conse-
quences of  this trend is that marriage 
can gradually become a test of  economic 
capacity. A young person may possess 
good character, education, responsibility 
and the ability to build a stable family, 
but still feel inadequate because he 
cannot afford an extravagant wedding.

Likewise, a family should not feel 
that its daughter has received a "lesser" 

marriage simply because the ceremony 
was modest. We must challenge the idea 
that expensive means better. A simple 
nikah does not mean an insignificant 
marriage. A modest wedding does not 
mean a family lacks dignity. And an 
elaborate wedding does not guarantee 
a successful marriage. The success of  
a marriage is ultimately measured not 
by the number of  guests, the decoration 
of  the venue or the price of  the bride's 
dress, but by what happens after the 
guests leave.

Kashmir Needs a Social Conver-
sation

This issue cannot be addressed simply 
by blaming one gender, one family or 
one generation. Parents, religious schol-
ars, community leaders, young people 
and civil society all have a role to play. 
Religious scholars can encourage sim-
plicity and explain the spirit behind 
Islamic marriage. Parents can reduce 
unnecessary expectations. Young people 
can resist social-media-driven competi-
tion. Community leaders can promote 
simple collective weddings and discour-
age wasteful practices.

Most importantly, society must stop 
applauding extravagance as though it were 
a measure of success. We should learn to 
appreciate families that choose simplicity 
rather than making them feel inferior.

Perhaps the most powerful social 
change would begin when people 
stop asking, "How grand was the wed-
ding?" and start asking, "Are the couple 
happy, responsible and secure?"

A Return to Purpose
Kashmir is proud of its culture, tradi-

tions and religious values. But traditions 
are meaningful only when they serve 
human dignity rather than become bur-
dens upon people. Marriage should bring 
two families together, not place them 
under financial pressure. It should pro-
vide companionship, not competition. It 
should create responsibility, not debt. It 
should bring dignity, not social anxiety.

We do not need to abandon celebra-
tion. We need to abandon unnecessary 
excess. We do not need to reject Kashmiri 
culture. We need to distinguish culture 
from social pressure. And we do not need 
to make marriage less beautiful. We need 
to make it more meaningful.

If  we continue turning marriage 
into an expensive competition, we 
risk creating a society in which young 
people fear marriage not because they 
fear responsibility, but because they 
fear the financial and social expecta-
tions attached to it. That would be a 
serious failure of  our collective priori-
ties. The time has come to rethink what 
we are celebrating. A marriage should 
be remembered for the life two people 
build together, not for the money spent 
on the day they began building it.

The author can be mailed at riz-
wanroomi2012@gmail.com

 SUMAYA HAMID

I
n a world where everyone seems 
busy, having no time has qui-
etly become a symbol of  impor-
tance. There was a time when 
having free time was considered 

a privilege. Today, it can almost feel 
like an embarrassment.

Ask someone how life is going 
and “busy” has become one of  the 
most common answers. “Very busy,” 
“extremely busy,” “hardly getting any 
time” — these phrases have become 
part of  everyday conversation, often 
spoken with a mixture of  exhaustion 
and pride.

A packed calendar, endless meet-
ings, unanswered messages and late 
working hours can make a person 
appear important and productive. 
Somewhere along the way, being busy 
has stopped being merely a descrip-
tion of  our routine and has started 
becoming a measure of  our worth.

Modern technology was expected 
to give us more time, yet many people 
feel they have less of  it than ever. 
Banking can be completed within 
minutes, groceries can be ordered 
from a phone, food can arrive at our 
doorstep and meetings can happen 
without travelling across a city.

But the time saved by technology is 
quickly occupied by something else. 
The working day may end, but mes-
sages continue to arrive. A notifica-
tion appears during dinner, an email 
demands attention at night and a 
work-related group remains active 
long after office hours. Even week-
ends, which were once associated 
with rest, can become an opportunity 
to complete unfinished tasks. We have 

become so accustomed to being con-
nected that disconnecting can some-
times feel irresponsible.

The pressure does not come only 
from workplaces. Parents move 
between professional responsibilities, 
household duties and their children’s 
schedules. Students manage school, 
tuition, examinations and extracur-
ricular activities. Young people are 
expected to remain constantly avail-
able to friends, classmates and online 
communities.

Even social life has become some-
thing to be planned around a crowd-
ed calendar. When there is finally a 
few minutes of  silence, many of  us 
instinctively reach for our phones. 
We scroll while waiting, check noti-
fications while eating and consume 
content before sleeping. Instead of  
allowing an empty moment to remain 

empty, we immediately fill it.
Perhaps the deeper problem is 

that we have begun to confuse busy-
ness with productivity. A person who 
says, “I don’t have a minute to spare,” 
may receive more admiration than 
someone who says, “I have time this 
evening.” We rarely ask whether all 
that activity is actually meaningful. 
We simply assume that a busy person 
must be doing something important.

This mindset can make rest feel 
like laziness and free time feel like 
something that needs to be justi-
fied. Even when people finally get an 
opportunity to relax, they may feel 
uncomfortable doing nothing because 
they have become accustomed to mea-
suring their days by tasks completed 
rather than moments experienced.

The consequences are particularly 
important for families. Children do 

not learn about the value of  time only 
from what adults tell them; they learn 
it from what they observe. When chil-
dren repeatedly hear that their par-
ents are too busy to talk, too busy to 
play or too busy to listen, they may 
begin to understand that attention 
is something that must be earned or 
scheduled.

When phones interrupt conversa-
tions and work enters every corner 
of  family life, children can grow up 
believing that constant availability is 
simply normal. Yet some of  the most 
important moments of  childhood do 
not require money, technology or 
elaborate planning. They require an 
adult who has enough time to listen 
to a long story, answer an unexpected 
question or simply sit beside a child 
without looking at a screen.

None of  this means that ambi-
tion, hard work or responsibility 
should be rejected. Work matters, 
careers matter and responsibilities 
cannot simply be ignored. The prob-
lem begins when exhaustion itself  
becomes a badge of  success and when 
being constantly occupied becomes 
an identity.

A person can be hardworking with-
out being permanently available. A 
professional can be committed with-
out answering every message imme-
diately. A parent can be responsible 
without turning every hour into a 
scheduled activity. Rest is not the 
opposite of  productivity; it is one of  
the conditions that allows people to 
continue functioning with patience, 
creativity and perspective.

Perhaps we need to rethink what 
we consider valuable. We celebrate 
expensive possessions, impres-

sive titles, large houses and visible 
achievements, but rarely celebrate 
something much simpler: having 
time.

Time to sit with family without 
checking the phone. Time to meet a 
friend without watching the clock. 
Time to read, walk, think or simply 
do nothing. These moments may 
never appear on a résumé or social 
media profile, but they are often the 
moments in which people actually 
experience their lives rather than 
simply manage them.

The real question, therefore, is 
not whether we are busy enough. It 
is whether our busyness is taking us 
towards the life we actually want. 
There will always be another email, 
another deadline, another meeting, 
another notification and another task 
waiting to be completed.

If  we keep postponing life until 
everything is finished, we may discov-
er that everything is never finished. 
Perhaps the new measure of  success 
should not be how many people need 
our time, but whether we still have 
enough of  it for the people and things 
that matter most.

In a society where everyone seems 
to be rushing somewhere, perhaps the 
greatest luxury is no longer having 
more possessions or more opportuni-
ties. It may simply be having enough 
time to slow down without feeling 
guilty about it — enough time to put 
the phone away, close the laptop, sit 
with the people we love and realise 
that, for a little while, we do not have 
to be anywhere else.

(The author is a teacher and writes 
on various social issues)

The issue is 
particularly 
significant for 

young men who may 
feel that they must 
first accumulate 
substantial savings, 
arrange a large wed-
ding, meet expecta-
tions regarding gifts 
and clothing, and 
provide an expensive 
setup before they can 
even think seriously 
about marriage.
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J&K Administration
Padyatra in every district sent a strong mes-

sage that we will not allow our youth or our 
future to be stolen. Over the past 100 days, we 
backed that resolve with decisive action. 2,581 
drug traffickers arrested, nearly 1,431 kg of nar-
cotics including 23.29 kg heroin seized, and over 
Rs. 188.89 crore in assets confiscated to cripple 
narco-terror financing.

By revoking hundreds of  driving licences, 
vehicle registrations, recommending suspen-
sion of  hundreds of  passports and by taking 
action against non-compliant pharmacies, we 
have sent a clear message that no offender is 
above the law. Most importantly, thousands of  
young people have received treatment and are 
now rebuilding their lives in the mainstream,” 
he said.

The Lieutenant Governor stated that rehabili-
tation transforms lives, restores families, and 
secures our future. He observed that the admin-
istration will soon launch the “Rehabilitation 
and Socio-Economic Reintegration Scheme for 
Drug Abuse Victims, 2026,” starting with a pilot 
in the two sensitive districts of  Jammu as well 
as Kashmir Division.

He observed that the initiative, built on a 
structured 3-year cycle, guides individuals 
through medical care and therapy in Phase 
1, education and employment in Phase 2, and 
long-term relapse prevention with community 
support in Phase 3.

“The past 100 days have awakened a new con-
sciousness among the people of  Jammu Kash-
mir, and with their cooperation narco-terrorists 
will be wiped out and their networks dismantled 
link by link. The foundation on which smug-
glers built their empire of  narco-terror will be 
completely destroyed. Those who have ruined 
the future of  our young people will receive such 
severe punishment that future generations will 
remember it. I consider this justice and a strong 
warning against crime. My message is abso-
lutely clear that if  you ruin others’ lives, the 
law will not spare your future either,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor also called upon 
people to speak up against drug abuse. He said 
the government needs support of  entire com-
munity.

“We need every citizen to speak up, report 
local drug activity, and help those affected by 
addiction. If  someone in your community is 
suffering, don't walk away. Guide them toward 
treatment, support their recovery, and help 
them start fresh. Young people trapped by addic-
tion are victims of circumstances and therefore 
need support, not ostracism, and they need the 
trust of  society. Our goal of  a drug-free Jammu 
Kashmir is perfectly clear. This is not merely a 
dream but our national resolve. We are working 
to establish more rehabilitation centres. Con-
sultancy services are being strengthened, and 
skill development and employment opportuni-
ties are being provided to youths who complete 
rehabilitation,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor also called upon 
youth to become the greatest strength of  the 
nation and do not sacrifice their dreams to 
drugs. Never let a drug dealer dictate the course 
of  your life.

“Your energy is meant for building, your 
talent for creation, and your courage for moving 
forward. Take pride in your culture, your heri-
tage, and who you are, and step confidently into 
a brighter future. I also appeal to the parents to 
never ignore any signs of  drug use in their son 
or daughter. We must remember that seeking 
help in time is wisdom. History bears witness 
that whether it was terrorism or narco-terror, 
silence has caused the greatest harm to society. 
So, break the silence and spread awareness so 
we can save millions of  lives.

I also urge all teachers and leaders of  reli-
gious and social organisations to sustain the 
energy you have shown in these 100 days. You 
shape lives so keep instilling discipline and con-
fidence in the youth and make them aware of  
the harmful effects of  drugs. Let us pledge to 
turn this campaign into one of  India’s broad-
est and most effective mass movements. Let 
us pledge to reach every person in need. Let us 
pledge to hold the hand of every young person 
who wants a new beginning. Let us pledge to dis-
mantle every drug cartel that spreads poison in 
society and together create a Jammu Kashmir 
that is drug-free, terror-free, and full of  hope, 
development and trust,” the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor said.

The Lieutenant Governor expressed his 
heartfelt gratitude to all the officials of  civil 
administration, Police, law enforcement and 
security agencies, volunteers, social and reli-
gious organisations, youth and Nari Shakti and 
all the stakeholders for their valuable contribu-
tion to the Drug-Free J&K campaign.

The Lieutenant Governor felicitated out-
standing performers and released a special 
DIPR-compiled Coffee Table Book, highlighting 
the widespread impact of  Nasha Mukt Jammu 
Kashmir Campaign.

The event also featured an impactful docu-
mentary screening by Directorate of  Informa-
tion & Public Relations (DIPR), an engaging 
short skit by J&K Academy of Art, Culture & 
Languages (JKAACL), and presentations by 
J&K Police and Indian Red Cross Society (IRCS) 
J&K Chapter.

A Two- minute silence was observed in the 
memory of  citizens who lost their lives in the 
recent natural calamities in J&K.

Dr Syed Darakhshan Andrabi, Chairper-
son, J&K Waqf Board; Shri Atal Dulloo, Chief  
Secretary; Shri Nalin Prabhat, DGP; Shri 
S.J.M.Gillani, Special DG Coordination PHQ; 
Shri Chanderkar Bharti, Principal Secretary 
Home; Dr Mandeep K. Bhandari, Principal Sec-

retary to Lieutenant Governor; Shri Sarmad 
Hafeez, Commissioner Secretary, Social Wel-
fare; Ms Shreya Singhal, Director Information; 
Divisional Commissioners; Deputy Commis-
sioners; public representatives; heads of  edu-
cational institutes; senior officials; members 
of  civil society and various social organisation; 
prominent citizens and youth in large from 
across the UT attended the ceremony, in person 
and through virtual mode.

LG Addresses
He said the Indian philosophy and spirituality 

are not just found in ancient texts but they live 
in our everyday traditions.

“One can see this in village prayers, house-
hold Navaratri rituals, and our natural respect 
for motherly power. In our villages, countless 
women who have never read a word of  San-
skrit embody the true spirit of  Shakti through 
their daily lives. This is the heartbeat of  India's 
cultural and spiritual continuity. The Shakti 
Peethas are powerful symbols of  our national 
unity and beacons of  our shared cultural con-
sciousness. A nation’s unity is built from shared 
memories, shared faiths and shared cultural 
journeys. The Shakti Peethas have carried out 
this work for centuries. They have united India 
not merely geographically but emotionally and 
spiritually as well,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor said that an aca-
demic focus on the Shakti Peethas is more 
urgent today than ever, driven by several key 
goals. He said, we must revive our ancient 
knowledge system and our youth need to real-
ize that these sacred sites are living libraries 
of  Indian philosophy, architecture, art, music, 
science, and history.

“Our ancestors chose these locations not just 
for spiritual reasons, but for their natural and 
cultural importance. Studying these sacred 
places is rigorous research that helps us under-
stand India's ancient knowledge traditions on 
their own terms. The second dimension is the 
renaissance of  feminine consciousness.

The whole world knows that from ancient 
times India has revered women as goddesses. 
We worship Mother Durga, Mother Saraswati, 
Mother Lakshmi and Mother Shakti. Yet we 
must ask ourselves whether our social sys-
tems are providing every daughter, every sister 
and every mother the respect that our culture 
teaches. Remember that worship of  the God-
dess becomes meaningful only when respect for 
women becomes a natural part of  our conduct. 
True worship of  Shakti lies in ensuring equal-
ity, safety, dignity and opportunities for women 
in society,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

He said the third goal is preserving our heri-
tage. The Lieutenant Governor observed that 
many of our ancient manuscripts, inscriptions, 
folktales, and architectural wonders are fading 
away and without proper documentation today, 
future generations will lose this priceless legacy.

“This four-day symposium is a vital national 
mission to safeguard our cultural memory. The 
fourth goal is building national confidence. 
While many societies worldwide face an iden-
tity crisis, India stands strong with its unique 
cultural unity. The network of Shakti Peethas 
has kept our nation connected through shared 
faith and culture for centuries.

Our youth should take immense pride in this. 
Through facts, evidence, and rigorous study, 
they can discover the true depth of Indian civili-
zation. This knowledge will not only boost their 
confidence but also help present India’s rich 
cultural identity to the world more effectively,” 
the Lieutenant Governor said.

Padma Shri Prof. Vishwa Murti Shastri; Prof. 
Shrinivasa Varkhedi, Vice Chancellor, Central 
Sanskrit University; Prof. Pragati Kumar, Vice 
Chancellor, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Univer-
sity; Shri Alok Kumar Maurya, Additional CEO, 
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board; Prof. 
R.G. Murali Krishna, Registrar, Central San-
skrit University; Prof. Satish Kumar Kapoor, 
Director, Shri Maharaja Ranbir Singh Campus, 
Jammu; distinguished scholars, and students 
attended the national symposium.

Govt Extends
in the coming days.
The extension comes amid persistent rain-

fall across several parts of  Jammu and Kash-
mir, which has triggered flash floods, land-
slides, waterlogging and disruption of  normal 
life in many districts.

Massive Flash Floods 
is under construction. Vehicular movement 

was disrupted after the road suffered exten-
sive damage.

A drinking water supply pipeline was also 
damaged, affecting potable water supply to 
parts of  the area. Embankments along the 
stream were eroded, raising fears of  further 
flooding if  rainfall persists.

Residents urged the administration to 
restore road connectivity, repair the damaged 
water supply network and strengthen flood 
protection measures. Officials said an assess-
ment of  the damage was underway.

Meanwhile, heavy rains lashed Jammu city 
and several parts of  the region for the third 
running day on Tuesday, disrupting normal 
life, inundating roads, and prompting authori-
ties to maintain a high alert amid forecasts of  
continued moderate to heavy rainfall over the 
next two days.

According to the details accessed by the 

KNO the India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) recorded the highest rainfall in Katra, 
the base camp for the Mata Vaishno Devi pil-
grimage, which received 107.1 mm of  rain 
during the 24-hour period ending at 8.30 a.m.

Poonch recorded 61.5 mm, followed by Reasi 
with 54.5 mm, Rajouri 49 mm and Jammu city 
35 mm during the same period.

Heavy rainfall since early morning caused 
widespread waterlogging in several parts of  
Jammu city, affecting vehicular movement 
and disrupting daily life. Roads in many 
localities remained submerged, while over-
flowing drains and nallahs raised concerns in 
low-lying areas. Authorities advised residents 
in vulnerable locations to remain vigilant as 
water levels could rise further if  the rainfall 
persists.

The ongoing wet spell has compounded the 
impact of  the extreme weather witnessed over 
the past three days. According to officials, at 
least 23 people have lost their lives and seven 
others remain missing in rain-related inci-
dents in Poonch, Rajouri and Doda districts 
since Sunday.

At least 23 people have died and seven 
others are missing in rain-related incidents 
in Poonch, Rajouri and Doda districts since 
Sunday.

However, as a precautionary measure, the 
Amarnath Yatra, Mata Vaishno Devi Yatra, 
Shiv Khori Yatra and Machail Mata Yatra 
remained suspended for the third consecutive 
day due to persistent rainfall, landslides and 
the heightened risk of  flash floods. Pilgrims 
have been advised to remain at designated 
shelters until weather conditions improve and 
the routes are declared safe.

Several highways, roads and link roads 
across the region continued to remain affected 
by landslides, mudslides and shooting stones. 
Restoration work is underway, although inter-
mittent rainfall has slowed efforts to clear 
debris and restore normal connectivity.

The administration said the situation is 
being monitored round the clock, with dis-
trict authorities, disaster response teams and 
other agencies remaining on the highest level 
of  preparedness in vulnerable areas.

The Meteorological Centre, Srinagar, has 
forecast generally cloudy weather with inter-
mittent spells of  light to moderate rain and 
thundershowers across Jammu and Kashmir 
till July 23.

The weather office has also warned of  iso-
lated to scattered intense showers that could 
trigger flash floods, landslides, mudslides, 
shooting stones and a rise in water levels 
in rivers, streams and nallahs, particularly 
in vulnerable areas of  the Jammu division. 
Authorities have advised the public to avoid 
unnecessary travel, stay away from water 
bodies and landslide-prone areas, and follow 
official advisories.

Meanwhile, search and rescue opera-
tions entered the third consecutive day in 
Surankote area of  Poonch district, with 
teams of  the police and the National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) continuing efforts to 
trace missing persons in rain-hit areas.

Officials said operations were underway despite 
challenging weather conditions after flash floods 
and landslides caused extensive damage to roads 
and infrastructure across the district.

The Jammu-Poonch National Highway also 
remained closed after a landslide at Shiendra 
Maidana in Surankote triggered by heavy rain. 
Clearance operations were underway and com-
muters were advised to avoid the route.

In another incident, a 60-year-old man was 
injured after his mud house collapsed in Arai 
village of  Mandi area. He was shifted to the 
district hospital in Poonch for treatment.

Serious Flaws In
He said the review would also assess the 

overall implementation of  the project and 
identify deficiencies requiring corrective 
measures.

The Srinagar Smart City Project was imple-
mented through Srinagar Smart City Limited 
(SSCL), a Special Purpose Vehicle constituted 
under the Centre's Smart Cities Mission, which 
has undertaken urban infrastructure works 
across Srinagar over the past several years.

His remarks came against the backdrop of  
growing public criticism over recurring water-
logging, prolonged construction activity, traffic 
congestion, inadequate parking facilities and 
concerns that despite expenditure running into 
thousands of  crores of  rupees, several com-
ponents of  the project had not delivered the 
expected improvements in urban infrastruc-
ture. The government has maintained that these 
concerns would now be independently exam-
ined through the proposed audit.

The Chief  Minister said his government 
would deploy every available resource to 
permanently address the problem of  water-
logging in Srinagar, adding that engineering 
solutions would be prioritised to improve the 
city's drainage system and minimise flooding 
during future spells of  heavy rainfall.

He further announced that the administra-
tion would undertake a detailed assessment 
of  losses suffered by people due to waterlog-
ging and compensate eligible victims in accor-
dance with the existing disaster relief  norms 
and government guidelines.  [KNT]

J&K Cognisable Crimes
44,608 cognizable crimes were registered 

during 2024—(KNO)

Strong Action
youth. The prime minister also said that to 

ensure that no future paper leaks take place, 
all state governments and the Centre must 
join hands irrespective of  party. This is not a 
matter of  party politics but matter of  national 
interests," Rijiju said.

Modi also stressed the need to punish the 
guilty and collaboratively establish a fool-
proof  system.

The parliamentary affairs minister said the 
prime minister gave guidance to everyone 
present at the meeting.

He said at the outset the newly elected Rajya 
Sabha members, including BJP president 
Nitin Nabin, who was elected to the Upper 
House recently, was congratulated and wished 
success in Parliament.

Rijiju said the meeting was very produc-
tive as the prime minister spoke on several 
important issues.

The prime minister spoke about the achieve-
ments the country has made over the past few 
months and also briefed the NDA MPs on the 
free trade agreements (FTA) signed with sev-
eral countries.

On the FTAs, Rijiju said, Modi assured the 
NDA members that the interests of  farmers 
would be prioritised and emphasised that no 
harm would come to them.

The prime minister stressed that the wel-
fare of  farmers remains paramount in any 
FTA signed with any country and the govern-
ment is ensuring that these agreements serve 
the best interests of  both the farmers and the 
nation, he said.

Rijiju said the NDA would play a construc-
tive role during the ongoing Monsoon Session.

"We are united in our resolve to ensure the 
passage of  all important bills brought forward 
for the nation's benefit. We also appeal to the 
opposition parties that while they may hold 
differing views, they should come forward to 
work together for the country, its future, and 
the youth," he said.(PTI)

BSF Apprehends
formalities are being carried out, while 

security agencies have launched an investi-
gation into the incident. [KNT]

'All Depts On High
ongoing Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra, the Divi-

sional Commissioner said all decisions regard-
ing the movement of  pilgrims and conduct 
of  the pilgrimage would be taken strictly in 
accordance with weather advisories issued by 
the India Meteorological Department (IMD).

“The safety and well-being of  pilgrims 
remains our highest priority. Every decision 
regarding the Yatra will be based on the pre-
vailing weather conditions and official IMD 
forecasts,” he said.

Appealing to residents and pilgrims to 
follow only official advisories, the Div Com 
urged people not to pay heed to rumours, 
saying the administration is continuously 
monitoring the weather situation and will 
issue timely updates whenever required—
(KNO)
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DAR MATTING SHOP
DEALS IN:- BLANKETS, BED SHEETS, BED COVERS, PILLOW COVERS, DOOR MATS, ROOM SHEETS, GRAPHICS, LINING, ROTTERY & MUCH MORE

ADDRESS:- SADAT MARKET, NEAR PNB, SHADIPORA SUMBAL +91- 9906230114-  6006600834

Can’t make every
On the proposed Gondola/Cable Car 

project at Doodhpathri, the Chief  Minister 
informed the House that the proposal is pres-
ently under consideration of  the Govern-
ment. The project will be taken up for execu-
tion subject to approval of  the competent 
authority, completion of  requisite formali-
ties and availability of  funds.

He said that winter adventure tourism at 
Doodhpathri has already received a boost, 
with snow skiing introduced by the Tourism 
Department in 2023 and conducted regularly 
during subsequent winter seasons.

A Drag Lift has also been constructed 
and made operational from 2026, providing 
additional facilities for skiers and enabling 
regular skiing training and other winter 
adventure activities.

The Chief  Minister further informed the 
House that the Government is pursuing 
planned infrastructure development around 
Doodhpathri to improve visitor management 
and reduce pressure on the destination.

The Tourism Department has identified 
State land at five locations along the Arigam–
Reyar Ich stretch for development of  wayside 
facilities, including amenities for visitors 
and local vendors. Administrative approval 
for these facilities has been accorded at an 
estimated cost of  ₹50 lakh, and the works are 
presently at the tendering stage.

He said that approximately 25 kanals of  
State land near the Sheep Farm at Kralpath-
ri has also been identified for development of  
a Tourist Transit Hub along with a 400-car 
parking facility at Doodhpathri.

A Detailed Project Report for the pro-
posed facility, estimated at ₹75 crore under 
the Swadesh Darshan Scheme 2.0, has been 
prepared and submitted to the Ministry of  
Tourism, Government of  India, for consid-
eration and approval.

The proposed transit hub and parking 
facility is envisaged to regulate vehicular 
movement and improve visitor management 
at Doodhpathri, thereby helping reduce 
vehicular pressure at the destination.

On tourism development in Khansahib, 
the Chief  Minister said that the Tourism 
Department has already initiated the process 
of  identifying and assessing areas with tour-
ism potential for future development.

He said that, in consultation with local 
stakeholders and officers of  the Revenue and 
Forest Departments, the Department has 
conducted site visits to Pushker, Shoplian, 
Nowgam, Drung, Habber, Banglapathri and 
Palmasidan to assess their tourism poten-
tial and the feasibility of  creating tourism-
related infrastructure.

Suitable sites will be considered for inclu-
sion in future tourism development plans, 
subject to their tourism potential and feasi-
bility, availability of  suitable land and fulfil-
ment of  requisite statutory and administra-
tive requirements.

The process for identification, demar-
cation and transfer of  State land at Ban-
glapathri and along the stretch from Zoogu 
to Sitaharan has already been initiated with 
the Revenue authorities and is under process 
for further necessary action.

Article 370 abrogation
attempt to re-evaluate history with hon-

esty and impartiality. He cautioned that for 
too long, historical narratives were shaped 
by ideological biases that overlooked the 
decisive contributions of  leaders like Sardar 
Patel. He urged the new generation of  writ-
ers to treat history as a mirror of  truth, not 
as a tool for glorification, and to learn from 
past decisions to guide the future.

He also described the abrogation of  Arti-
cles 370 and 35A in August 2019 as the fulfil-
ment of  Sardar Patel’s unfinished dream. 

The Lieutenant Governor noted that this 
constitutional change was not merely legal 
but a profound step towards psychological 
and emotional integration, ensuring equal 
rights and opportunities for all communities 
in Jammu Kashmir.

“In August 2019, under the leadership of  
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, 
the nation witnessed a historic constitution-
al change. New possibilities of  education, 
employment, entrepreneurship and develop-
ment opened up for the youth.

The Hon’ble Prime Minister’s decision 
proved that when national interest becomes 
the supreme priority, no obstacle remains 
permanent. This is the same firm willpow-
er whose glimpse we saw in Sardar Patel’s 
nation-building efforts in 1947. I believe 
that by consigning the era of  Article 370 to 
history, Jammu Kashmir now stands at the 
threshold of  a new future,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor also outlined 
4 priorities for Jammu Kashmir’s future- 
peace through zero tolerance towards ter-
rorism, rapid development through infra-
structure and connectivity, empowerment 
of  youth by linking them to India’s digital 
economy and startup culture, and revival 
of  cultural heritage to strengthen tourism 
and human values. He envisioned Srinagar, 
Jammu, and other cities of  the Union Terri-
tory as vibrant centres of  education, trade, 
and innovation.

He described the book as a “lighthouse” 
that illuminates Sardar Patel’s dream of  a 
united, confident India. He called upon citi-
zens to dedicate themselves to the ideals 
of  unity, integrity, and patriotism, and to 
build an India that leads the world not only 
economically but also through moral lead-
ership, cultural richness, and democratic 
values.

Acharya Shree Jitendriyapriyadasji 
Swamiji Maharaj; Shri Kishor Makwana, 
Chairperson, National Commission for 
Scheduled Castes; Dr. Rizwan Kadri; Swami 
Bhagwat Priya Das Ji; Shri Brij Mohan 
Sharma, Principal Secretary, Culture 
Department; senior officials, prominent 
literary personalities and office bearers of  
Maninagar Shree Swaminarayan Gadi Sans-
than attended the book launch ceremony.

LG inaugurates new
citing experts. He warned that AI, as a 

“quadruple-use” technology, could operate 
independently, producing both beneficial 
and harmful outcomes. Stressing that tech-
nology must remain humanity’s servant, 
he declared that decisions affecting human 
dignity, livelihood, health, and freedom must 
always be made by accountable humans, not 
machines.

“The day technology becomes the master 
of  humanity, our very existence will be 
at risk. Machines can calculate, but they 
cannot feel. Machines can predict, but they 
cannot bear responsibility for decisions. 
Machines can mimic the language of  com-
passion, but they do not stand at a patient’s 
bedside at midnight, nor do they carry the 
moral weight of  a judge’s verdict.

My clear view is that every decision that 
deeply affects a person’s freedom, livelihood, 
health, education, or dignity must have a 
human behind it, who understands the deci-
sion, accepts responsibility for it, and can be 
held accountable,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor outlined five 
pressing challenges for higher education. 
He said focus should be on relevance and 
curricula must adapt rapidly to match the 
pace of  change. He observed that rote learn-
ing should be avoided and classrooms must 
focus on application and purpose, not memo-
rization. He highlighted that students must 
provide original answers, prioritizing curi-
osity and reasoning and technology must 

not widen the gap between rural and urban 
learners.

“It is true that no technology can replace 
a teacher. But it is equally true that technol-
ogy will certainly change the teacher’s role. 
The teacher of  the future will not merely be 
an information-giver; they will be a mentor, 
a guru, a questioner, and an inspiring per-
sonality who ignites curiosity and builds 
character in students,” the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor said.

For students and teachers, the Lieu-
tenant Governor shared six guiding mes-
sages- embrace lifelong learning, cultivate 
uniquely human capacities like creativity 
and empathy, build bridges across disci-
plines, contribute to national development, 
balance academics with sports, and remain 
rooted in traditions and values. He urged 
students to become embodiments of  both 
science and Sanskar.

The Lieutenant Governor encouraged 
youth to dream big, linking aspirations 
to service for society and the nation. He 
reminded them that they are the first genera-
tion growing up with AI as a companion, and 
bear the responsibility of  shaping a future 
where humanity flourishes.

“Powerful tools in honest hands can 
achieve great work, but in the wrong hands, 
the same tools can cause serious harm. In 
the age of  AI, the modern tools and machines 
have become more powerful than ever, and 
so the hands that wield it must possess great-
er steadiness, values, Sanskar, and wisdom,” 
the Lieutenant Governor said.

Prof. Umesh Rai, Vice Chancellor, Uni-
versity of  Jammu; Shri Ramesh Kumar, 
Divisional Commissioner Jammu; Shri 
Tejinder Singh, IGP, Jammu; Shri Shridhar 
Patil, DIG, JSK Range; Dr. Rakesh Minhas, 
Deputy Commissioner Jammu; Prof. J.P. 
Singh Joorel, Dean Academic Affairs; Prof. 
Neelu Rohmetra, Dean Research Studies; 
Prof. Sangita Gupta, Dean Planning and 
Development; Dr. Neeraj Sharma, Registrar; 
Heads of  Departments, faculty members and 
students attended the inaugural ceremony.

Govt moves resolution
for  exemption of  Teacher Eligibility Test 

(TET),” it reads further.
Legislators Balwant Singh Mankotia, 

Ranbir Singh Pathania, Waheed Ur Rehman 
Para and Khursheed Ahmad Sheikh par-
ticipated in the discussion and spoke on the 
various aspects of  the resolution.

The debate on the Resolution will con-
tinue the next working day of  Assembly.

J&K records
One of  these institutes is functioning at 

SKIMS, Soura, while the other has been 
established at Government Medical College 
(GMC), Jammu.

The institutes have been established with 
financial and technical support from the 
Union Ministry of  Health and Family Wel-
fare under the National Programme for Pre-
vention and Control of  Non-Communicable 
Diseases (NP-NCD).

According to the Minister, the institutes 
are aimed at providing comprehensive and 
specialised cancer care, including diagnosis, 
treatment and allied oncology services.

She said the existing cancer-care facilities 
are being strengthened periodically through 
augmentation of  infrastructure, equipment, 
manpower and specialised treatment ser-
vices, subject to approved norms and avail-
ability of  resources.

The government, she said, is also com-
mitted to ensuring that cancer treatment 
remains accessible and affordable, particu-
larly for economically weaker and vulner-
able sections of  society.

Itoo said eligible cancer patients are being 
provided cashless or free treatment, wher-
ever applicable, under the Ayushman Bharat 
scheme at empanelled government and pri-
vate healthcare institutions.

The coverage includes diagnostic, thera-
peutic and hospitalisation-related services 
falling under the approved treatment pack-
ages, subject to eligibility conditions and 
applicable scheme guidelines.

She further informed the Assembly that 
poor and needy cancer patients requiring 
additional financial assistance can receive 
support under the Cancer Treatment and 
Management Fund for Poor (CTMFP), sub-
ject to prescribed eligibility criteria, guide-
lines and availability of  funds.

“These measures are aimed at facilitating 
timely access to appropriate cancer treat-
ment and reducing the financial burden on 
eligible patients and their families,” the Min-
ister said—(KNO)

Govt may consider
He, however, added that the Government 

can consider amnesty for poorer sections 
of  society, with such cases being examined 
on merit.

Over 4,200 books
are expected to foster an environment 

that upholds constitutional values, academic 
freedom, critical thinking, scientific temper, 
responsible citizenship and respect for the 
sovereignty, unity and integrity of  India,” 
the government said.

The house was further informed that the 
Higher Education Department had adopted 
a clear and objective criteria for identifying 
objectionable material for scrutiny of  books 
available in colleges in terms of  prescribed 
directions—(KNO)

Chattergam Chinar
The government further said that carving 

nails, hammering signboards, or damaging 
the bark or roots of  Chinar trees is prohib-
ited, and action is taken against violators.

The Department of  Floriculture, Gardens 
and Parks has been planting new Chinar 
saplings every year to compensate for dam-
aged or pruned trees. During the last three 
years, 709 Chinar saplings have been plant-
ed in gardens and parks maintained by the 
department, while 7,134 saplings have been 
distributed free of  cost to the general public, 
educational institutions and security instal-
lations in the Kashmir Division.

The government said that whenever per-
mission is granted for pruning a Chinar 
branch, the use of  lime or “Chabatia” prun-
ing paste on the pruned portion is recom-
mended.

The Jammu and Kashmir Forest Research 
Institute (JKFRI) has also undertaken a sur-
vey-based census of  Chinar trees in Kash-
mir, under which around 30,000 Chinar trees 
have been surveyed, excluding those located 
inside security campuses and installations.

Regarding pruning or cutting of  dried or 
damaged Chinar branches in Budgam, the 
government said permission is issued by 
the District Development Commissioner/
Revenue Department. During the last three 
years, 70 orders were issued by the compe-
tent authority for lopping dried or hazardous 
branches of  Chinar trees in Budgam.

It said 161 representations seeking per-
mission for pruning dried or hazardous 
Chinar branches in Budgam were received 
during the last three years. Of  these, 130 
cases were disposed of  after obtaining tech-
nical opinion.

Requests seeking permission for prun-

ing Chinar branches are generally disposed 
of  within one month, the government said, 
adding that site visits are conducted during 
the active growing season from March to 
November to assess the health of  the trees 
and prevent misinterpretation during the 
dormant winter season—(KNO)

Upper reaches
Celsius above normal, while the minimum 

was 0.4 degrees below normal.
In Srinagar, the maximum temperature 

settled at 30.3 degrees Celsius, which was 2.9 
degrees above normal, while the minimum 
temperature was 11.5 degrees Celsius, 0.5 
degrees below normal.

Pahalgam recorded a maximum of  
24 degrees Celsius and a minimum of  7 
degrees Celsius, while Kupwara recorded 
30.2 degrees Celsius and 9 degrees Celsius, 
respectively.

Qazigund recorded a maximum of  29 
degrees Celsius and a minimum of  9.2 
degrees Celsius, while Kukernag recorded 
27.4 degrees Celsius and 11.2 degrees Celsius.

Jammu recorded the highest maximum 
temperature among the stations listed, at 
33.9 degrees Celsius, while its minimum tem-
perature was 24.1 degrees Celsius.

The IMD bulletin also recorded 3.4 mm 
rainfall at Gulmarg between 8:30 am and 5:30 
pm, while no rainfall was recorded at Sri-
nagar, Pahalgam, Qazigund, Kupwara, Kuke-
rnag or Jammu during the period—(KNO)

J&K Bank set
"Our past gives us identity. Our present 

gives us strength. Our future gives us respon-
sibility. Trust is our inheritance. Tradition 
is our anchor. Transformation is our obliga-
tion," he said.

He said the Bank's progress should ulti-
mately be measured by its contribution to 
the economic and social transformation of  
the region and beyond.

Speaking on the occasion, Chatterjee said 
the Bank had maintained its growth trajec-
tory despite challenging circumstances 
and recorded its fourth consecutive year of  
record profitability.

"Net profit reached an all-time high of  Rs 
2,363 crore, registering year-on-year growth 
of  13.5 per cent. The growth momentum has 
continued into the current financial year. 
By June 2026, the Bank crossed the historic 
milestone of  Rs 3 trillion in total business," 
he said.

He said the Bank's progress had been 
broad-based, with profitability, asset qual-
ity, efficiency and capital strength advancing 
together.

Chatterjee said investments in digital 
platforms, data analytics, cybersecurity and 
process automation had improved customer 
experience and operational efficiency.

"The rapid growth of  up to 94 per cent 
in digital transactions during FY 2025-26 
demonstrates the increasing trust custom-
ers place in our digital ecosystem," he said.

Outlining the Bank's future plans, Chat-
terjee said it would continue investing in 
people and technology while strengthening 
cybersecurity, customer experience and 
innovation.

"Our aspiration is clear: to become the 
'Bank of  Choice'. Towards this goal, we will 
continue to invest in our people and technol-
ogy, reinforce cybersecurity, improve cus-
tomer experience and institutionalise a cul-
ture of  innovation and excellence," he said.

The AGM concluded with a question-and-
answer session during which shareholders 
raised queries that were addressed by the 
MD & CEO. Shareholders also appreciated 
the Bank's improving performance during 
FY 2025-26—(KNO)

Legislators raise issues of connectivity, rehabilitation, education, agriculture during Zero Hour
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Members of  the 
Jammu and Kashmir Legisla-
tive Assembly today raised 
a wide range of  public issues 
during Zero Hour, drawing the 
Government’s attention to con-
cerns relating to water supply, 
road connectivity, agriculture, 
education, healthcare, disas-
ter relief, civic amenities and 
infrastructure across the Union 
Territory.

MLA Langate Khursheed 
Ahmad Sheikh raised the 
urgent issue of  bringing back 
the mortal remains of  a stu-
dent from his constituency 
who died in Chandigarh, urging 
the authorities to expedite 
the process. MLA Handwara 
Sajad Gani Lone supported the 
demand and sought Govern-
ment facilitation.

Responding to the issue, Min-
ister Javid Ahmad Dar said that 

immediately after receiving 
information about the matter, 
he had contacted senior  offi-
cers there and provided them 
with all necessary details. He 
said the authorities were in 
touch and expressed hope that 
the mortal remains would be 
brought back at the earliest 
without any further delay.

Raising the issue of  pend-
ing Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 
works, MLA Trehgam Mir 
Saifullah and Sajad Gani Lone 
sought early resumption of  the 
stalled works, pointing out that 
the matter had been referred 
to a House Committee and its 
report had remained pend-
ing for nearly two years. They 
urged that an early decision 
be taken in the larger public 
interest so that people awaiting 
water supply facilities, as well 
as contractors associated with 
the works, are provided relief.

MLA Udhampur West, 

Pawan Kumar Gupta also 
highlighted pending payments 
under JJM and urged that the 
matter be taken up with the 
Government of  India. He fur-
ther sought rationalisation of  
staff  of  the Jal Shakti Depart-
ment in Reasi and Udhampur 
districts for efficient function-
ing of  water supply schemes.

MLA Lolab Qaysar Jamshaid 
Lone flagged the deteriorating 
condition of  water sources, 
including drying up of  wells, 
and sought early commission-
ing of  water supply schemes 
nearing completion.

Road connectivity and 
infrastructure also figured 
prominently during Zero Hour. 
MLA Chenani, Balwant Singh 
Mankotia drew attention to 
the dilapidated condition of  
PMGSY roads across J&K and 
the alleged lack of  proper main-
tenance despite availability of  
funds from the Government of  

India.
MLA Bandipora, Nizam -Ud-

din Bhat raised issues concern-
ing PMGSY road connectivity in 
tribal areas besides highlight-
ing   the issue of  Sumbal-Ban-
dipora Road.

MLA Poonch Haveli, Aijaz 
Jan sought protection works 
against recurring floods to 
safeguard vulnerable houses 
and demanded restoration of  
damaged public infrastructure.

 MLA Ramban, Arjun Singh 
Raju also raised concerns 
regarding infrastructure and 
emerging requirements linked 
to education and employment. 
He also stressed the need to 
improve the employability of  
students and align traditional 
courses offered by education-
al institutions with emerging 
employment opportunities

Members also highlighted 
disaster-related losses and the 
need for adequate compen-

sation. MLA Rajouri, Iftkar 
Ahmed sought enhancement 
of  compensation for families 
in Poonch and Rajouri whose 
houses were damaged during 
floods. Similarly, MLA Beerwah 
Shafi Ahmad Wani demanded 
adequate compensation for 
farmers affected by hailstorms 
in the Beerwah constituency.

 MLA Kulgam Mohammad 
Yousuf  Rather(Tarigami )  
raised the issue of  weather-
based crop insurance  scheme.
He also called for a compre-
hensive scheme for promotion 
and protection of  saffron cul-
tivation across J&K and urged 
the Government to ensure 
stringent quality checks on 
pesticides, in view of  concerns 
raised regarding their possible 
harmful effects. Additionally, 
MLA Rajpora Ghulam Mohi-
uddin Mir sought a compre-
hensive survey to assess crop 
losses suffered by farmers due 

to recent rains.
On education and youth-

related concerns, MLA Inder-
wal, Pyare Lal demanded 
upgradation of  High Schools to 
Higher Secondary Schools in 
his constituency, stating that 
students are required to travel 
long distances for higher sec-
ondary education.

MLA Pahalgam,  Altaf  
Ahmad Wani sought upgrada-
tion of  Middle Schools and High 
Schools in far-flung areas of  the 
constituency into High Schools 
and Higher Secondary Schools 
respectively.

MLA Tral, Rafiq Ahmad 
Naik demanded establishment 
of  a Sub-District Hospital in his 
constituency besides seeking 
age relaxation in recruitment 
rules to expand employment 
opportunities for eligible youth.

MLA Bishnah Rajeev Bhagat 
highlighted shortage of  space 
at Government Degree College 

in his constituency and sought 
adequate accommodation for 
students and faculty, besides 
raising the issue of  develop-
ment of  border areas.

Moreover, the issues of  
Public safety, civic ameni-
ties and urban issues also 
came under discussion. 
MLAs Waheed Parra and 
Abdul Majeed Bhat Larmi 
raised the issue of  civil-
ian traffic movement along 
National  Highway from  
Qazigund to srinagar.

MLA Hazratbal Salman 
Sagar raised concerns over the 
increasing number of  dog-bite 
cases in Srinagar and called 
for a dedicated mechanism to 
address the issue. He also high-
lighted sanitation-related con-
cerns and stressed the need for 
concerted measures to improve 
cleanliness and a comprehen-
sive plan for decongestion of  
Srinagar city.
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Government of (UT) Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
PWD (R&B) DIVISION LANGATE

OFFICE ADDRESS: LANGATE, NEAR BOYS HIGHER SECONDARY, 193302
Mr. Rohf-ul-Qadir, S/o Gh Qadir Dar,
R/o Qunan Trehgam.

FINAL NOTICE
Subject: - Restoration of Road Connecting Hajin to Gundkamal b.w.o Construction of Retaining wall and Breast wall.
Reference: - AEE Langate office No. AEE/SDL/535-36 Dated. 17.09.2026.
While you were allotted the above mentioned work vide this office allotment no. EE/RnB/L/1876-78 Dated. 11-08-2026 and being 
the work of critical nature, you were directed to start the work immediately and complete the same within stipulated time. However, as 
per the communication of Assistant Executive Engineer R&B Sub-division Langate vide above referred no. you have failed to start the 
work despite several reminders. This shows your lack of seriousness towards work which shall compel this office to initiate action under 
relevant contract provisions. 
Now, through the medium of this final notice, you are hereby given a final chance to explain your position and start the work within 2 days 
failing which action as per SBD/e-NIT terms and conditions shall be initiated against you which shall include forfeiture of performance 
security and debarring you from taking part in the future tendering process of this Division up to 2 years. Besides, the work shall put to 
fresh tenders at your own risk and cost without any further notice.
No: - EE/RnB/L/3434-36 Sd/-
Dated: - 22.09.2026 Executive Engineer,
 R&B Division Langate.

DIPK-5990-26
DT: 22/09/2026

DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS DODA.
Phone. No. 01996-233396, FAX-No.01996-233501, email: dpododa@jkpolice.gov.in

No. CRB/Look-Out/26/49312-44  Dated: 21.09.2026

HUE AND NOTICE
As intimated by SHO P/S Doda that on 19.09.2026, one un-identified male dead body age about 55/60 years was found at Bershaila 
Thathri Road, near Sheep Husbandry, under the jurisdiction of Police Station Doda, the dead body has been shifted to Mortuary Room 
GMC Doda, and is being preserved for identification and post-mortem. Accordingly, an inquest proceeding 
under Section 194 BNSS has been initiated at Police Station Doda vide DDR No. 24 dated 19.09.2026. The 
particulars of the un-identified male dead body are as under:
Name Un-identified male dead body
Age 55/60 Years
Clothing Dark colour Jacket, Shirt dark grey with red and white stripes.

If any, clue leading to identification of the above mentioned unknown deceased persons came to notice or 
found matched with description of any missing person, please contact on following telephone numbers:
 Dy.SP Hqrs Doda  8492003545,
 SHO PS Doda  9419240455 
 PCR Doda  01996-233530 Sr. Superintendent of Police, 
 Doda.

DIPK-5989-26
DT: 22/09/2026

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER IRRIGATION DIVISION ANANTNAG
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

Notice Inviting short term E-Tenders-NIT No. 22 of 2026-27
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of J and K U.T, e-tenders on percentage rate basis are invited in Single cover system from approved and eligible 
contractors registered with J& KU.T Govt./CPWD/Railways/other govts/UT's for the following works: -

S.  
NO. NAME OF WORK

Estt Cost 
(Rs in 
lacs)

Earnest 
Money 

(EMD) Rs

Time for 
completion

Class of 
Contract

Cost of Tender 
document 

(Rs)

Major 
Head of 
Account

Tender 
opening 
authority

1
Checking of overflow by way of construction of lining wall 
on Manzigam Singpora ladh offtaking from Martand 
canal at RD 700 mtrs.

4.00 12000/= 20 days DEE 300/- M&R 
2702

Ex.  
Engineer

2

Repairs to supply Channel and restoration of breaches of 
GKMD by way of construction of lining wall at RD, 850, RD 
1450 &RD 2550, crate work at offtake point and near RD 
1150 and jacketing near supply channel.

4.91 14730/= 20 days DEE 300/- M&R 
2702

Ex.  
Engineer

3 Restoration of breached spot at RD 2700 m on Pethan 
Zamindari Khul. 4.85 14550/= 20 days DEE 300/- M&R 

2702
Ex.  

Engineer

4 Construction of lining wall with bed treatment and PCC 
jacketing on both sides of Sether minor at spots. 4.98 14940/= 20 days DEE 300/- M&R 

2702
Ex.  

Engineer

5 Repair to Magraypora Bifurcation of D3 branch of 
Martand canal. 2.74 8220/= 20 days DEE 200/- M&R 

2702
Ex.  

Engineer

6 Construction of lining wall on both sides of Bragam ladi 
Downstream of flume. 2.29 6870/= 20days DEE 200/- M&R 

2702
Ex.  

Engineer

7 Restoration of breach by way of lining wall on Voi-
Waterhal ladi at Rd 400 mtrs. 1.26 3780/= 15 days DEE 200/- M&R 

2702
Ex.  

Engineer

8 Repairs of supply channel/Escape channel of Thajiwara 
Canal at Headworks by way of Construction of lining wall. 1.45 4350/= 15 days DEE 200/- M&R 

2702
Ex.  

Engineer

9 Restoration of offtake points of chek ladi and breach on 
Zen Zen ladi near RD. 5490 mtrs. 2.27 6810/= 20days DEE 200/- M&R 

2702
Ex.  

Engineer
Remittance Head:- 0702
Position of AAA: - (1)Accorded vide Superintending Engineer Hyd. Circle Anantnag's AA order No. 32 DB of 2026 dated 25/08/2026 issued 

under No. SE/Hyd/DB/AA/5494-95 dated 25/08/2026 Position of TS.- (1). Accorded vide Superintending Engineer Hyd. 
Anantnag's T/s order No. 37 DB of 2026. Dated 01/09/2026

 (2) Accorded vide this office TS order No. 11 DB of 2026-27 dated 02/08/2026 issued under No. IDA/DB/3898 dated 
02/09/2026 

Position of Funds: - Budgetary Provision
The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria , specifications , bill of quantities (BOQ) set to terms and conditions of contract and 
other details can be seen/ downloaded from the departmental website.www.jktenders.gov.in as per the schedule of dates detailed below :-__

1. Publishing date 21.09.2026 06.00PM
2. Download Date Starts 21.09.2026 06.00PM
3. BID Submission Date Starts 21.09.2026 06.00PM
4. BID Submission Date Ends 26.09.2026 06.00 PM
5. Date of opening of tenders 28.09.2026 11:00 AM

The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website www.jktenders.gov.in and The bids uploaded shall be opened online on above 
mentioned date by the Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Anantnag in presence of the bidders who may wish to be present. In case of holiday 
or office happening to be closed on the date of opening of the bid, the same will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.
1. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copies (on 100dpi) of all necessary documents like Cost of Tender document in the form of Treasury Challan 

in favour of Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Anantnag , latest GST clearance certificate(GSTR-3B and GSTR-1) .Registration card duly renewed 
along with Verification, Affidavit (1st Class Magistrate),BID Security in the form of EMD (CDR/FDR/TDR) for an amount detailed above.. (EMD CDR 
shall be deposited separately for each item of work). The date of CDR/FDR/TDR should be between the bid submission start date and bid sub-
mission end date. After opening of tenders online, the 1st lowest bidder shall be asked to deposit the CDR/FDR/additional performance security 
pledged to tender receiving authority and other documents in original. The CDR/ FDR / additional performance security and other documents in 
original shall be deposited within two Days positively after opening of tenders. The EMD in the shape of CDR/FDR of the successful bidder will be 
retained as performance security deposit till expiry of defect liability period, whereas the EMD of unsuccessful bidders will be returned/released 
latest by 30 days after award of the contract. Furthermore to complete the process of evaluation of bids prior to award of contract, verification of 
uploaded documents of participating bidders shall be done to ascertain their genuineness wherever required. “

The check list of documents for cover 1st is attached with the NIT & bidders are advised to recheck the uploaded documents as per the Check list.
2. Additional Performance Security shall be taken from the first lowest bidder/selected bidder (within 02 days after opening of the tenders) in the 

shape of CDR/FDR/TDR as per the Circular issued by the Finance Department vide No. FD-Code/441/2021-02-158 dated 08-08-2025 if the bid 
percentage is below 10% . The additional performance guarantee/security shall be treated as a part of performance security.

3. The CDR/ FDR/Security Deposit uploaded during tendering shall be properly verified from the issuing bank before awarding the contract. Furthermore if at 
any stage the CDR/APS/FDR/Security Deposit are found to be false/or forged/fraudulent, action as warranted under rules shall be initiated against the 
contractor as laid down in Procurement of Manual of works GFR 2017 besides blacklisting the contractor from tendering process.

4. If the successful bidder is seriously unbalanced or front loaded in the opinion of the Tender Opening Committee. The Tender opening Committee may in such 
cases seek written clarifications from the bidder, including detailed price analyses of its bid price in relation to scope, schedule, resources mobilization, 
allocation of risks and responsibilities and any other requirements of the bid’s documents besides Additional Performance Security as per above breakup. 
If, after evaluating the price analyses , procuring entity determines that the bidder has substantially failed to demonstrate its capability to deliver the 
contract at the offered price, the Tender Opening Committee may reject the bid/proposal. A bid which contains several items in Bill of Quantities those are 
unrealistically priced low and which cannot be substantiated satisfactorily by the bidder may be rejected as non-responsive.

5. Contractor / Bidder who fails to submit the CDR/FDR / Treasury Challan as required, & APS (if applicable )their EMD will be forfeited besides 
they will be barred/prohibited from participating in the Tendering process for a period of Six Months (06 Months) in the first instance. Their online 
uploaded tenders will not be considered for the said period.

6. Contractor who shall be allotted the work has to start the work within the stipulated time period after the date of allotment as the work is of very 
important nature.

7. The department shall not be responsible for delay in online submission of bids due to any reason what so ever.
8. The tenders shall remain valid for 90 days.(Ninety Days )
9. As soon as the contract is fixed with the successful bidder, he has to enter into an agreement with the department.
31.  “It shall be mandatory for the bidder or his authorized representative, while visiting the work site, to take photographs of himself at the site along 

with the geo-tagged coordinates. The said geo-tagged photographs shall be uploaded/submitted along with the other documents as prescribed in 
the SBD/NIT.

32. All the guidelines/terms & conditions as laid down in relevant Schemes, including the guidelines/terms & conditions as laid down in the Accord of 
Administrative Approval, shall be applied strictly.

33. Other terms & conditions shall be the same as laid down in the PWD Form-25.
No. IDA/4566-83 SD/
Dated: 21/09/2026 Executive Engineer
 Irrigation Division Anantnag

DIPK-6017-26
DT: 22/09/2026

Stronger support ecosystem to promote 

women-led rural enterprises: Dr Rajeshwari

Wide network of Fair Price 
Shops established across 
J&K: Min Sharma

FDA intensifies Food Safety 
Enforcement in Sgr, 20 Food 
Establishments inspected

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  FDA, J&K, 
conducted focused inspec-
tion drive targeting street 
food vendors across Sri-
nagar city. During the 
drive, the enforcement 
teams inspected food busi-
nesses to assess compli-
ance with the Food Safety 
and Standards Act, 2006, 
with particular empha-
sis on the sanitary and 
hygienic requirements 
prescribed under Sched-
ule 4.

As part of  the enforce-
ment exercise, a special 
RUCO (Repurpose Used 
Cooking Oil) drive was 
conducted among street 
food vendors at Nishat, 
Maki Point, Nehru Park, 
LD Hospital and Khayam. 
A total of  20 street food 
establishments were 
inspected, out of  which 
eight Food Business 
Operators (FBOs) were 
compounded under Sec-
tion 69 of  the Food Safety 
and Standards Act, 2006, 
for violations of  pre-
scribed sanitary and 
hygienic requirements 
with a fine of  Rs 8000.

During the drive, 
approximately 45 litres 
of  used/re-used edible 
cooking oil was identi-
fied as unsuitable for 
further use and was 
lifted through the con-
cerned authorized RUCO 
aggregator for appropri-
ate disposal.

 The FBOs were direct-
ed to strictly adhere to 
the prescribed limits 
for the reuse of  cooking 
oil and ensure that used 
cooking oil is disposed of  
only through authorized 
aggregator.

The enforcement teams 
also conducted on-site 
awareness and sensitiza-
tion of  street food vendors 
and other FBOs regard-
ing safe food handling, 
personal hygiene, main-
tenance of  sanitary con-
ditions, proper storage of  
food and responsible man-
agement of  used cooking 
oil.

The FDA reiterated 
that regular enforcement, 
inspection and awareness 
activities will continue 
across Srinagar and other 
parts of  the Union Terri-
tory, with special empha-
sis on street food estab-
lishments, high-footfall 
areas and RUCO compli-
ance. The department has 
further stressed that food 
businesses are required to 
maintain the prescribed 
standards of  hygiene and 
safety to ensure that food 
served to the public is 
safe, hygienic and fit for 
consumption.

The Department has 
requested Consumers 
to report any suspected 
unsafe or adulterated 
food product through 
Toll-Free Helpline No. 
104 or email at cfsjandk.
fnd@jk.gov.in.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Food, Civil Supplies and 
Consumer Affairs, Trans-
port, Science and Technol-
ogy, Information Tech-
nology, Youth Services 
and Sports, and ARI and 
Trainings Satish Sharma 
informed the House 
that the Department of  
FCS&CA has established a 
wide network of  Fair Price 
Shops across Jammu and 
Kashmir. The Minister 
was replying to a question 
raised by Legislator Has-
nian Masoodi in the Legis-
lative Assembly.

The Minister informed 
that the criteria for estab-
lishment of  Fair Price 
Shops (FPS) are laid down 
in S.O. 41 dated 19.01.2023. 
He said that in Pampore 
Assembly Constituency, 
presently, there are no 
uncovered areas.

Giving the category-
wise position of  ration 
cards and beneficiaries in 
Pampore Constituency, he 
said there are 2,679 ration 
cards covering 10,163 souls 
under AAY, 15,470 ration 
cards covering 67,157 souls 
under PHH and 9,776 ration 
cards covering 40,457 souls 
under NPHH.

The Minister said that 
the department is exam-
ining the requirement for 
opening of  new Fair Price 
Shops in the Union Terri-
tory along-with rational-

ization of  existing entities 
with reference to viability, 
number of  ration cards 
tagged, geographical 
accessibility and adequate 
coverage in remote and 
tribal areas.

In the meantime, the 
Government of  India has 
launched the umbrella 
scheme SARTHAK-PDS, 
subsuming assistance for 
intra-state movement, 
handling and FPS deal-
ers' margin and tech-
nology reforms under 
SMART-PDS, the Minister 
informed.

The Minister said the 
scheme provides revised 
norms of  Central assis-
tance towards transporta-
tion, handling and assured 
FPS dealer income, which 
substantially improves 
the economic viability of  
Fair Price Shops. Accord-
ingly, proposals for new 
FPS shall be assessed 
on the basis of  viability 
under the assured income 
model, de-congestion of  
over-tagged shops and 
compliance with technol-
ogy parameters viz. ePoS, 
electronic weighing scale 
integration and Aadhaar 
authentication.

The Minister, while 
replying to a supplemen-
tary raised by the Legisla-
tor, said that a committee 
to relax the criteria for 
areas with scattered popu-
lation has already been 
formulated. 

       ‘Changing Society, Changing Law’

Sopore Law College Hosts 
Inter-Semester Seminar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Sopore 
Law College Tuesday 
organised an academic 
Inter-Semester Seminar 
titled "Changing Society, 
Changing Law: Reimagin-
ing the Legal System" on its 
campus, bringing together 
students and faculty for 
an intensive exchange on 
emerging legal paradigms.

The seminar provided a 
vibrant academic platform 
for law students to critical-
ly examine evolving social 
realities and deliberate on 
the corresponding legisla-
tive and judicial reforms 
needed within contempo-
rary legal frameworks.

Organised under the 
leadership of  Chairper-
son Maryam Bacha, Vice 
Chairperson Tamkeena 
Bacha, Trustee Javaid 
Ahmad Bhat, and Principal  
Sheikh Mohammad Ishaq, 
the proceedings were coor-
dinated by Aafiya Kirmani. 

The academic sessions 
were jointly chaired by 
Vice Chairperson  Tam-
keena Bacha and Principal 
Sheikh Mohammad Ishaq.

During the technical pre-
sentations, participating 
students delivered struc-
tured, multimedia-backed 
paper presentations. The 
participants articulated 
nuanced insights into 
social change, modern 
jurisprudence, statutory 
limitations, and systemic 
reforms required to keep 
the legal apparatus aligned 

with societal needs. The pre-
sentations were rigorously 
evaluated by an expert panel 
of  jury members compris-
ing  Seeaba, Tabasum, and  
Umar Rashid.

At the conclusion of  the 
technical sessions, the top 
three position holders were 
honoured with mementos 
and certificates of  merit 
by Tamkeena Bacha and  
Sheikh Mohammad Ishaq 
in recognition of  their 
outstanding academic and 
analytical performance.

Delivering the formal vote 

of  thanks, Principal Sheikh 
Mohammad Ishaq expressed 
profound gratitude to Chair-
person Maryam Bacha for 
facilitating progressive 
academic initiatives and 
providing an empowering 
space for students to refine 
their research, public speak-
ing, and legal advocacy 
skills. He also commended 
the organising team, the 
jury, the media fraternity, 
and the student body for 
their active participation 
in making the seminar a 
resounding success.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Director 
Rural Livelihoods-I, DAY-
NRLM, Ministry of  Rural 
Development, Government 
of India, Dr. Rajeshwari S.M 
on Tuesday said that the 
Mission is building a robust 
entrepreneurial ecosystem 
to enable rural women to 
move beyond subsistence 
livelihoods and emerge as 
confident business owners.

She was addressing the 
inaugural session of a three-
day National Consultative 
Workshop on SHE-LiFE—
Self-Help Entrepreneurs 
in Livestock and Farm 
Enterprises, at the Sher-
i-Kashmir International 
Convention Centre (SKICC), 
Srinagar.

Hosted by the Jammu and 
Kashmir Rural Livelihoods 
Mission (JKRLM) under 
DAY-NRLM, the workshop 
brings together NRLM 
officers, representatives 
of  State Rural Livelihoods 
Missions from 28 States, 
members of  the National 
Mission Management Unit 
and other stakeholders. The 
participants will deliberate 
on and contribute to the for-
mulation of  guidelines for 

promoting women-led live-
stock and farm enterprises 
across rural India.

Highlighting the scale 
and achievements of  DAY-
NRLM, Dr .Rajeshwari S.M. 
said that 10.05 crore women 
have been mobilised into 
more than 94 lakh Self-Help 
Groups, which have been 
federated into over five lakh 
Village Organisations and 
more than 34,000 Cluster-
Level Federations.

She said the institutional 
network has facilitated more 
than ₹13.76 lakh crore in 
bank credit while maintain-
ing a non-performing asset 
rate of  below two percent. In 
addition, over ₹66,000 crore 
has been extended as capi-
talisation support.

Rajeshwari S.M. further 
said that 5.2 crore Mahila 
Kisans and more than 87 
lakh women-led enterpris-
es are already part of  the 
rural livelihoods ecosystem. 
Under DAY-NRLM’s Vision 
2031, the Mission aims to 
transform rural households 
into enterprising drivers of  
prosperity through six key 
pillars—finance, skilling, 
mentorship, market access, 
technology and business 
support.

Dr Rajeshwari said 
DAY-NRLM must serve 
as an effective bridge 
connecting rural women 
with institutional finance, 
markets, technology and 
government support so 
that they can establish 
sustainable and competi-
tive enterprises.

The workshop was inau-
gurated by Rajeshwari S.M. 
in the presence of  Raman 
Wadhwa, Deputy Director, 
NRLM, Ministry of  Rural 
Development; Dr. Shubhra 
Sharma, Mission Direc-
tor, JKRLM; Syed Sajad 
Qadri, Director, JKRLM; 
Syed Naseer, Additional 
Mission Director, JKRLM 
Kashmir; Mission Direc-
tors and representatives 
of  State Rural Livelihoods 
Missions from Mizoram, 
Maharashtra, Chhattis-
garh, Bihar, Punjab, Tamil 
Nadu, Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh; besides 
other senior officers and 
stakeholders.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Raman Wadhwa presented 
the proposed framework 
of  SHE-LiFE, an initiative 
envisioned for implementa-
tion from 2026 to 2031. He 
said it seeks to enable rural 

women to progress from 
participation in livelihood 
activities to ownership of  
formal, market-linked and 
climate-resilient enterprises 
in livestock and dairy, agri-
culture and allied activities, 
and fisheries and aquacul-
ture.

He said the initiative 
would draw strength from 
DAY-NRLM’s extensive 
grassroots network, com-
prising 10.05 crore women 
associated with SHGs, five 
crore Mahila Kisans, more 
than two lakh producer 
groups and 50 lakh women 
organised into different col-
lectives.

The proposed framework 
envisages a transparent, 
application- and portal-
based selection mechanism, 
a structured five-phase 
capacity-building pro-
gramme, bank credit sup-
port for project costs and 
convergence with schemes 
of  various ministries and 
institutions, including the 
National Livestock Mis-
sion, PM Matsya Sampada 
Yojana, Rashtriya Krishi 
Vikas Yojana, Mission for 
Integrated Development of  
Horticulture, NABARD and 
MUDRA.
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DIO Budgam inaugurates District 

Taekwondo Championship 2026

DC Sgr attends Grand Finale 
of District Admin’s Football 
Rolling Trophy-2026
Felicitates winners and runner up teams with Trophies 
and Medals of appreciation

GMK SPORTS DESK

SRINAGAR: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Srinagar, 
Akshay Labroo, Tuesday 
attended the Grand Finale 
of  the District Administra-
tion’s Under-19 Football 
Rolling Trophy-2026 at the 
Rugby Field, Poloview, 
as apart of  the District 
Administration’s commit-
ment to creating better 
opportunities for youth to 
excel in different sporting 
and art disciplines.

 The event was organ-
ised by the District Youth 
Services & Sports Office 
in collaboration with 
the District Administra-
tion Srinagar, with the 
aim of  promoting sports 
and encouraging greater 
participation of  youth in 
sporting activities.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Deputy Commis-
sioner, who was the Chief  
Guest, underlined the 
efforts of  the District Youth 
Services & Sports Office 
and the District Adminis-
tration for providing young 
sportspersons with oppor-
tunities to showcase their 
talent and develop a com-
petitive spirit.

The DC said that the 
District Administration 
Srinagar has initiated the 
Rolling Trophy Champion-
ship across the District to 

nurture the talent of  youth 
by organising drawing, 
painting and singing com-
petitions, seminars and 
debates, besides football, 
cricket and other sport 
competitions, thereby pro-
viding young people with a 
platform to showcase and 
develop their abilities.

The DC urged the youth, 
particularly the participat-
ing athletes, to take maxi-
mum part in sporting events 
and desist from involvement 
in any kind of  drug-related 
activity. He emphasised the 
importance of  sports in 
fostering discipline, broth-
erhood, teamwork, leader-
ship and a healthy lifestyle 
among youth.

The DC congratulated 
all the teams and partici-
pating players for their 
performances and encour-
aged young athletes to 
pursue sports with dedica-
tion and discipline. He also 
appreciated the Officials, 
Coaches and organisers for 
their contribution towards 
the successful conduct of  
the tournament.

On the occasion, the 
Deputy Commissioner also 
administered an oath to 
the participating athletes 
under the Nasha Mukt 
Jammu and Kashmir Abhi-
yan, urging them to con-
tribute towards building a 
drug-free society.

As many as 400 athletes 
from different schools of  
the district participated 
in the Football Rolling 
Trophy-2026. The final 
match was played between 
Government Boys Higher 
Secondary School, Jawa-
har Nagar, and Sri Pratap 
Model Higher Secondary 
School. Government Boys 
Higher Secondary School, 
Jawahar Nagar, emerged 
victorious in the final. 
Sheikh Arshan Asif  of  
Boys Higher Secondary 
School, Jawahar Nagar 
Was adjudged as player of  
the tournament.

Later, the DC distribut-
ed prizes among the win-
ning and runners-up teams 
as well as participating 
players who had enthusi-
astically taken part in the 
league matches.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Aadil Fareed, 
IAS Probationer Aakash 
Garg, IAS Probationer 
Sai Kiran, Chief  Planning 
Officer Fayaz Ahmad Dar, 
District Youth Services 
& Sports Officer Ghulam 
Hassan, and other senior 
officers and officials were 
present at the grand 
finale, besides witnessed 
enthusiastic participation 
from players, Officials and 
sports lovers, creating an 
energetic sporting atmo-
sphere at the venue.

DC Kulgam inaugurates U-14,  

U-17 girls baseball tournament
GMK SPORTS DESK

KULGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam Tuesday 
inaugurated the U-14 and 
U-17 girls baseball Inter-
District Divisional-Level 
Tournament at  L/NK Shri 
Nazir Ahmad Wani, Boys 
Higher Secondary School, 
Kulgam.

While speaking on 
the occasion, the Deputy 
Commissioner called 
upon the Department of  
Youth Services and Sports 
to ensure opportunities 
for girls in sports are at 
par with those available to 
boys. He emphasized the 
importance of  encourag-
ing greater participation 
of  girls in various sport-
ing disciplines and cre-
ating a supportive envi-
ronment for their overall 
development.

The DC also advised 
the girl  athletes to cher-
ish the sporting activities 
along with academic pur-

suits in their educational 
institutions. He also called 
upon them to  register 
themselves on the Youth 
Empowerment Portal so 
that they can avail them-
selves of  various opportu-
nities and benefits avail-
able through the platform.

On the occasion, the DC 
appreciated and hailed the 
commendable dedication 
and efforts of  students of  
the district towards engag-
ing themselves in various 
sporting activities and par-
ticipating in sports compe-

titions being organised in 
the district.

The tournament shall 
witness participation from 
16 teams of  8 districts of  
Kashmir Division provid-
ing young girl athletes a 
much needed platform to 
showcase their talent and 
sporting skills.

The inaugural function 
was attended by DYSSO, 
Kulgam, Narinder Pal 
Singh, other officials of  the 
Youth Services & Sports 
Department, Kulgam and 
other sports enthusiasts.

GMK SPORTS DESK

BUDGAM: District Infor-
mation Officer (DIO), 
Budgam, Mir Liyaqat Ali 
Tuesday inaugurated Dis-
trict Taekwondo Champi-
onship 2026 at the Indoor 
Sports Stadium, Budgam.

Organised by the Tae-
kwondo Association of  Dis-
trict Budgam, in collabora-
tion with District Adminis-
tration Budgam, the two-day 
championship, being held on 
September 22 and 23, is wit-
nessing participation of  335 
young athletes. The district 
team for the upcoming UT-
level Taekwondo Champion-
ship will be selected during 
the event.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, DIO Budgam appre-
ciated the enthusiastic par-
ticipation of  young athletes 
and said that sports not 
only promote self-defence 
but also inculcate disci-
pline, dedication, persever-
ance and sportsmanship.

He urged youth to 
actively participate in 
sports and channelise 
their energy towards posi-
tive pursuits, helping them 
stay away from drugs and 
other negative influences.

He also expressed grati-
tude to Deputy Commission-
er Budgam, Athar Aamir 
Khan, for his guidance and 
directions in promoting 
sports and strengthening 
sports infrastructure across 
the district. Syed Farhan 
Quraishi, Principal, Aspire 
World School, was the Guest 
of Honour, while social activ-
ists Hafeez Ullah Mir and 
Mudasir Ahmad Malik were 
also present, besides coach-
es, officials and parents.

ICC chief Jay Shah, BCCI Secy Saikia hail Indian 

women’s cricket team after Asian Games gold
IANS

NEW DELHI: ICC chair-
man Jay Shah and BCCI 
secretary Devajit Saikia 
congratulated the Indian 
women’s cricket team after 
it successfully defended its 
Asian Games gold medal 
with a commanding 147-
run victory over Sri Lanka 
in the final in Nisshin on 
Tuesday.

India produced a domi-
nant all-round perfor-
mance to claim its first 
gold medal of  the ongo-
ing Asian Games. Smriti 
Mandhana’s 79 off  45 balls 
powered India to a record 
216/3 before the bowlers 
dismissed Sri Lanka for 
just 69.

“Congratulations to 
India women’s team for 
winning the Asian Games 
gold! And well played Sri 
Lanka on clinching silver 
in Japan after a strong 
campaign. As we look 
ahead to cricket’s return 
to the Olympics at #LA28, 
spectacles like this prove 
that the women’s game is 

ready to command the big-
gest multi-sport stages,” 
Jay Shah wrote on X on 
Tuesday.

Mandhana’s innings 
included seven sixes and 
five fours, while Shafali 
Verma contributed 48 off  
29 balls. Richa Ghosh then 
provided the late impetus 
with an unbeaten 49 off  22 
deliveries as India posted 
the highest total in the his-
tory of  the women’s Asian 

Games cricket competition.
Saikia hailed the team 

for securing back-to-back 
Asian Games gold medals, 
while also highlighting the 
side’s recent success at the 
Asia Cup.

“Heartiest congratula-
tions to our Women’s Team 
@BCCIWomen on winning 
Gold at the Asian Games 
2026 in Nagoya! Back-to-
back Asian Games Gold 
medals — a remarkable 

achievement and a truly 
proud moment for Indian 
cricket. After a dominant 
Asia Cup campaign in 
Dubai , the team carried 
that winning momen-
tum into Nagoya, playing 
with confidence, flair and 
determination throughout. 
Congratulations to each 
member of  Women’s Team 
, both players and support 
staff. You have made the 
nation proud once again!”

India’s bowlers then 
completed a comprehen-
sive victory. Deepti Sharma 
was the standout per-
former with figures of  3-6, 
while Shafali Verma and 
Sree Charani claimed two 
wickets each. Shreyanka 
Patil also took two wickets 
as Sri Lanka were bowled 
out for 69.

Chamari Athapaththu 
top-scored for Sri Lanka 
with 29 off  21 balls, but the 
chase never gained momen-
tum as India kept striking at 
regular intervals.

The victory saw India 
retain the gold medal it 
won at the previous edition 
of  the Asian Games, where 
it also defeated Sri Lanka 
in the final.

India’s 216/3 also broke 
the previous Asian Games 
record of  202/4, set by Hong 
Kong against Mongolia in 
the 2023 Hangzhou Games. 
The total was also the high-
est in a women’s T20 final, 
surpassing the previous 
mark of  210 set by Brazil 
against Spain earlier this 
year.

One-off T20I: India survive Japanese 

scare to win by 2 runs in rain-hit match
AGENCIES

SANO (JAPAN): Sea-
soned spinner Axar Patel 
choked the inexperienced 
Japanese batters just in 
time as India flirted with 
defeat before winning the 
rain-curtailed one-off  T20 
International between the 
two mis-matched sides by 
a mere two runs here on 
Tuesday.

With the match being 
reduced to five overs-a-side 
due to inclement weather 
and the underlying mois-
ture on the surface offer-
ing more than expected 
turn, the apparent gulf  in 
talent and experience was 
seemingly bridged as India 
managed only 32 for 4 in 
five overs hitting a total of  
three boundaries.

In the end, the sizeable 
expat turnout gave a stand-
ing ovation to the Japanese 
team whose players came 
up to click selfies and get 
their jerseys signed by 
some of  the biggest stars 
of  world cricket.

Jasprit Bumrah was 
much in demand for auto-
graphs and photographs 
although he did not play. 

One of  the Japanese play-
ers got a signed India jersey 
from Abhishek Sharma 
while skipper Shreyas 
Iyer also had some words 
of  encouragement for the 
home team players.

"See I always keep 
saying five overs game, 
it can go anywhere. The 
attitude shown by the 
Japanese team today was 
impeccable. I'm sure they 
are on the right track. For 
us, it was a great practice 
on the wicket," Iyer said at 
the end of  the match.

For Japan skipper 
Kendel Kadowaki-Flem-
ing, the very idea that they 
nearly pulled off  a 'Mis-
sion Impossible' was worth 
savouring but one that will 

also force some introspec-
tion about missed chances.

"Proud of  not only the 
team but the broader com-
munity. Anything is pos-
sible was the attitude. We 
knew it was going to be a 
challenge but at (an asking 
rate of) 6.5 RPO you know 
your mind wanders," Kad-
owaki-Fleming said. While 
defending the target, India 
looked in danger of  being 
embarrassed when Ravi 
Bishnoi went for 10 runs in 
the third over and Wash-
ington Sundar (2/13) gave 
away seven in the penulti-
mate over.

However, with eight 
runs required off  the final 
over, Axar's (2-0-7-0) expe-
rience of  playing 150-plus 

IPL games came in handy 
as he didn't give any room 
to Shirai Patmore and Ben-
jamin Ito-Davis to chance 
their arms.

Japan ended on 30 for 3 
and a shock defeat could be 
averted.

It also helped that rain 
had slowed down the out-
field.

In the final over, umpire 
Chris Thurgate gave a few 
contentious wide ball calls 
when left-handed Patmore 
tried playing the reverse 
slog and missed twice.

An unhappy Indian 
skipper Shreyas Iyer com-
plained to leg-umpire Chris 
Brown and the second wide 
was overturned.

While Japan deserve 
credit for giving India a 
scare, it was more about 
the rank turner that liter-
ally turned the match into 
a lottery.

Also, unlike the pitch in 
Aichi-Nagoya where the 
women's team won gold 
medal with a power-packed 
batting show, the Sano sur-
face didn't offer conducive 
conditions which one asso-
ciates with strokeplay in 
T20 cricket.

'Asian Games gold 
will motivate team 
for Olympics': 
Deepti Sharma 
after second 
straight top prize

IANS

NISSHIN (JAPAN): India star all-
rounder Deepti Sharma was elated 
to win the second straight gold 
medal with the Indian women's 
team at the Asian Games 2026 on 
Tuesday. After winning a gold at 
the Hangzhou Games in 2023, the 
Women in Blue defended the yellow 
metal with a stellar 147-run win over 
Sri Lanka at the Korogi Sports Park, 
a second straight win over the Sri 
Lankan side in a continental event 
after having defeated them in the 
final of the 2023 edition and also 
in the title clash of the recent Asia 
Cup 2026. Speaking after Tuesday's 
win in Nisshin, Deepti emphasised 
that the gold medal has given them 
twice the happiness after the tro-
phies that they have won recently. 
"Absolutely, we are very happy. 
And winning the gold medal has 
made us twice as happy because 
we have always played for trophies. 
Last time we won the gold medal 
in the Asian Games, and this year 
as well. The biggest thing is that 
this is the first gold medal for the 
country in the 2026 edition. What 
can be better than this? So we are 
enjoying this," Deepti told reporters 
after the gold win.


