@=CM K

Kashmir

facebook.com/NewspaperCMK €@ twitter.com/GMKashmir @ www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com _

Good Morning

7th—

\Year Of Publication

o

Office of LG J&K
@OfﬂceOfLGJandK

S

Heartfelt greetings to all on Hindi Diwas. Hindi, a symbol of unity
in diversity, is a powerful carrier of our emotions and a cultural
heritage that binds the entire nation together. On this occasion,
let us once again resolve to preserve, promote, and propagate not
only Hindi but all our mother tongues.
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CM OmarReviews
Health Sector
Reforms In J&K

Directs Health Deptt To Address Gaps In Manpower

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Monday
chaired a meeting toreview the
health sector reforms and the
roadmap for further strength-
ening healthcare services
across Jammu and Kashmir.
The meeting was attend-
ed by Minister for Health &
Medical Education Sakina
Itoo, Advisor to the Chief
Minister Nasir Aslam Wani,
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo,
Additional Chief Secretary
to the Chief Minister Dheer-
aj Gupta and Commissioner
Secretary, Health & Medical
Education, M. Raju.
Director SKIMS; Principals
of all Government Medical
Colleges of J&K; Principal
SKIMS Medical College &
Hospital, Mission Director
National Health Mission
J&K; Managing Director J&K
Medical Supplies Corporation
Limited; Commissioner Food
& Drug Administration and

other concerned ofﬁcers also
attended the meeting. Officers
stationed outside Srinagar
participated through video
conferencing.

Detailed presentations were
made by the respective heads
of the Advisory Committee on
various aspects of the health
sector, including healthcare
infrastructure, medical edu-
cation, specialized healthcare
services, digital health, public
health and human resource
requirements.

The meeting reviewed the
progress made in strengthen-
ing healthcare infrastructure
and services across J&K and
took stock of the requirements
and priorities for further
improvement in the sector.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Chief Minister appreciat-
ed the Health Department for
the steps taken over the last
nearly two years to address
man power shortages as well
as infrastructure and equip-
ment deficiencies. oP-06

B 'Terror Recruitment Down In J&K'

J&K Security Situation Firmly
Under Control: Defence Ministry

'Violence On Declme Zero Stone Peltlng Inmdents Overall Scenano Peaceful'

SAJID RAINA

NEW DELHI: The annual
report of Ministry of Defence
for the year 2025-26 has stated
that the overall security situ-
ation in Jammu and Kashmir
remains firmly under control
with significant decline in vio-
lence, scaled-down protests and
zero incidents of stone pelting.

The report accessed, said the
Indian Army's efforts, coupled
with the participation of people
in government and Army-run
initiatives, have contributed to
the improvement in the overall
security situation in the Union
Territory.

It said the situation within
J&K and along the Line of
Control (LoC) has changed
significantly during Operation
Sindoor. However, following
Director Generals of Military
Operations (DGsMO)-level talks
held on May 10 and 12, 2025, the
situation stabilised to a large
extent, though "unpredictabil-
ity continues".

The report said there has also
been a rise in tourism in J&K,
with 23 million tourists visiting

the Union Territory and 4.13
lakh pilgrims undertaking the
Shri Amarnath Yatra in 2025.

Despite the terror attack in
Pahalgam, tourists continued
to show faith in the security
forces and were returning to
Jammu and Kashmir for tour-
ism, it said.

According to the report, six
infiltration attempts by terror-
ists were made along the LoC in
2025, during which 12 Pakistani

terrorists were neutralised.

It said the frequency of infil-
tration attempts along the LoC
had declined compared with
previous years.

However, the Army assessed
that infiltration attempts were
becoming more focused towards
the International Border (IB)
sector, including for the smug-
gling of narcotics and war-like
stores.

The report said local youth
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had largely abandoned the path
of violence and were benefit-
ing from various government
schemes and policies.

"Only one local youth joined
the terrorist ranks" during the
year, it said, adding that the
development "discredits Paki-
stan's narrative of home-grown
terrorism".

The Union Territory contin-
ued to witness a high tempo of
counter-terrorism eP-06

OURISTS VISITING KASHMIR DESPITE PAHALGAM TERROR ATTACK; ONLY ONE LOCAL

youth joined terrorist ranks last year, people rejecting violence; Indian Army maintaining robust deployments across LAC

Rain, Thundershowers
Likely Across J&K: MeT

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir is likely to wit-
ness brief spells of rain
and thundershowers at
scattered to many places
during the early morning
and afternoon hours from
September 15 to 17, the
Meteorological Depart-
ment said on Monday.
The MeT department
said the Union Territory
is expected to remain gen-
erally dry between Sep-
tember 18 and 25, with the
possibility of brief spells
of rain at isolated places.
It also issued an advi-
sory for thunderstorms,
lightning and gusty winds
at a few places from Sep-
tember 14 to 17.
According to the daily
weather parameters
issued by the Meteoro-
logical Centre Srinagar,
Srinagar recorded a
maximum temperature
of 30.4 degrees Celsius on
Monday, 2.6 degrees above
normal, while the mini-
mum temperature stood
at 13.5 degrees Celsius,
which was normal.
Jammu recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of 33.5
degrees Celsius, 0.8 degrees
above normal, while the
minimum temperature
was 23.3 degrees Celsius,
one degree below normal.
Among other eP-06

Opposition To Corner Govt In
10-Day J&K Assembly Session

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The 10-day
autumn Session of the
Jammu and Kashmir Leg-
islative Assembly, begin-
ning here on September 21,
is expected to be stormy as
opposition parties plan to
corner the Omar Abdul-
lah government over issues
like job outsourcing, rising
unemployment, and the
ruling party’s failure to fulfil
electoral promises.

The BJP, the main opposi-
tion party in the J-K Legisla-
tive Assembly, said the Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah-led
National Conference govern-
ment has failed on all fronts.

“We will raise the issues

about the public in the
Assembly. There is an out-
sourcing scam, corruption is
continuing unabated, and the
Panchayat and Urban Local
Bodies’ polls are being delayed
unnecessarily,” BJP spokes-
person Altaf Thakur told PTI.
Thakur said his party
MLAs will remind the gov-
ernment of its unfulfilled
promises made during the
2024 assembly elections.
“People were promised 200
units of free electricity.
Development works have
come to a standstill after the
elections,” Thakur said.
PDP MLA from Pulwama
Waheed Para said his party
will focus on unemployment,
outsourcing, eP-06

BRICS Summit Reflected India’s Strong Convening
Power Amid Global Divisions: Jaishankar

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Monday hailed the successful
conclusion of the BRICS India
Summit 2026, saying the gather-
ing demonstrated the “strong
convening power” of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s India and
showed that consensus could be
forged even in a deeply polarised
world.

Addressing the media, Jais-
hankar said 32 delegations par-
ticipated in the summit, includ-
ing representatives of 11 member
states, 10 partner countries, four
regional organisations and seven
international organisations.

He said most participating
countries were represented at
the highest level, highlighting
the presence of Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, Chinese
President Xi Jinping, Indonesian
President Prabowo Subianto,
South African President Cyril

Ramaphosa, Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian, Ethiopian
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
Ali, Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah El-Sisi and Abu Dhabi
Crown Prince Sheikh Khaled bin
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

“The first point to note is
really the strong convening
power of Modi’s India, that most
of them were represented at the

head of state or head of govern-
ment level,” Jaishankar said.

He also underlined the partici-
pation of UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres and the heads
of other international organisa-
tions, saying the summit provid-
ed an opportunity for leaders to
engage in “very open and com-
fortable conversations”.

Jaishankar said the summit
was held against the backdrop of
a “very polarised world”, marked
by major conflicts and deep divi-
sions, but India succeeded in
facilitating consensus on some
of the most difficult issues.

“What we did was, even in the
midst of this polarisation, we
actually forged a consensus,” he
said, referring particularly to the
West Asia conflict.

He said BRICS leaders agreed
on the need for peace, security,
stability and long-term under-
standing, while emphasising
the smooth flow of global trade,
supply chains and eP-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Director of
Meteorological Depart-
ment Srinagar Dr Mukhtar
Ahmad on Monday said
that Jammu and Kashmir is
likely to experience a rela-
tively mild and dry winter
this year under the influ-
ence of El Nino, though one
or two major spells of snow-
fall during the peak winter
months cannot be ruled out.

Addressing concerns over
social media reports claiming
that winter may not occur in
India this year, Ahmad, said,
“Such claims were unscien-
tific. The winter is a natural
seasonal phenomenon that
will occur, although its inten-
sity may vary.”

“Winter will definitely
come. Sometimes winters are
severe and sometimes mild.
What we have been seeing for
the last few years is a rela-
tively mild winter,” he added.

Ahmad said the World

Meteorological Organisation

'El Nino Likely To Make
J&K Winter Milder, Drier’

(WMO) indications suggest
that the latter part of 2026
and the beginning of 2027,
particularly the peak winter
period, could be somewhat
warmer and drier because
of the EI Nino effect.

He, however, cautioned
against making a definitive
forecast this far in advance,

“ DUE TO RISING
temperatures, the
snow melts quickly.

So timely snowfall is

very important for the

Himalayan region,”

saying weather conditions
are dynamic and can change
significantly with even small
shifts in atmospheric pat-
terns.

“If there are one or two
good spells during peak
winter, especially if the
moisture supply is good or a
major Western eP-06

B mproved Demand

After Setbacks, Kashmir Apple Growers See Fresh Hope

Demand Brings Relief To Growers After Tough 2025 Season

JAHANGEER GANAIE

cern and demand was also
weak, because of which even

SRINAGAR: Better demand
for Kashmir apples in major
markets across the country
has brought smiles back to the
faces of fruit growers, with
quality produce fetching sig-
nificantly better returns than
last year and raising hopes of
recovering at least part of the
losses suffered during the pre-
vious season.

Apple harvesting has
picked up in low-lying areas
of Kashmir, while harvesting
in higher belts is yet to begin.
At present, Kulu and early
Delicious varieties are being
harvested, while harvesting
of traditional Delicious vari-
eties is expected to begin in
around 15 days.

Growers and traders said
the market response so far has

been encouraging, particular-
ly for premium-quality fruit.
Premium apples are currently
fetching around Rs 1,500 to
Rs 2,000 per box, while good-
quality boxes are being sold
for around Rs 1,000 to Rs 1,500.

The prevailing rates are a
major improvement over last
year, when even quality pro-
duce was fetching only around
Rs 300 to Rs 700 per box amid

weak demand and difficulties
in transporting fruit to out-
side markets.

Mohammad Yousuf, a
grower from Chitragam
in Shopian, said that the
improvement in demand has
come as a major relief for
orchardists.

"Last year, growers suf-
fered huge losses. The high-
way remained a major con-

good-quality apples did not
fetch satisfactory prices. This
year, the demand is encourag-
ing and the rates for quality
fruit are much better," he said.

Yousuf said growers were
now hopeful that the improved
market conditions would help
them compensate for at least
some of the losses incurred
during the previous season.

"Apple cultivation involves
huge expenditure on labour,
fertilisers, pesticides and
other inputs. When the crop
does not fetch a proper price,
the entire family suffers. The
rates we are getting this year
have given growers some con-
fidence," he added.

Abbas Ahmad, a grower
from Dachnipora, Anantnag,
said demand from eP-06
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Il Autumn Session
Speaker Calls
All-Party Meeting
On Thursday

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a move to ensure
the smooth conduct of proceed-
ings during the upcoming 10-day
autumn session of the Jammu &
Kashmir Legislative Assembly,
Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather
has convened an all-party meet-
ing on Thursday.

The Assembly Secretariat
has written to party leaders and
members of the Business Advi-
sory Committee to attend the
meeting at 2:00 PM in the Assem-
bly complex.

According to a letter accessed,
the Speaker has invited Sunil
Kumar Sharma (Leader of
Opposition, BJP), Ali Muham-
mad Sagar (NC), Mubarak Gul
(NC), Muhammad Yousuf Tari-
gami (CPI-M), Ghulam Ahmad
Mir (Congress), Sajad Gani Lone
(PC), Mir Muhammad Fayaz
(PDP) and Choudhary Muham-
mad Akram (Independent).

The meeting comes days
ahead of the autumn eP-06

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir power sector is
facing a massive transforma-
tion as the domestic power

demand is projected to
surge by 11 percent
by the fiscal 2031- m
2032.

The figures
said that the
power demand
of the domes-
tic consumers
may surge from
5352 Million Units
(MUs) to over 15,000
MUs—swallowing
nearly two-thirds of
the territory's total energy
consumption.

According to the official
documents available, author-
ities have forecasted that in
the overall power sector, the
domestic power consumption
in the year 2021-22 was 5352
MUs that may surge to 15,066
MUs by the year 2031-32.

It also said that authori-

J&K’s Domestic Power Demand
Likely To Surge 11% By FY32

ties from Jammu and Kash-
mir targets to reduce its
Transmission and Distribu-
tion (T'&D) losses from 46.9
percent to 16.4 percent by
2031-32.

The documents fur-

ther projected
m that the peak
power demand

across Jammu
and Kashmir
may jump by 54
percent to 4,633
MWs in 2031-32
from 3,000 MWs
in 2021-22.

As already
reported, Jammu and
Kashmir will likely
require nearly an addition-
al 450 Megawatts (MWs) of
power during the peak hours
in the coming three years.

The official documents in
this regard had said that in
the ongoing fiscal, Jammu
and Kashmir may have a
peak demand of 3813 MWs.

It also said that in the
coming fiscal eP-06
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SRINAGAR: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Sri-
nagar, Akshay Labroo,
who is also the Chair-
man of District Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) Monday chaired
a meeting here at Confer-
ence Hall of the DC Office
Complex to reviews prog-
ress of ongoing and pro-
posed disaster mitigation
projects and measures
aimed at strengthening
the district’s emergency
response mechanism.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner,
Aadil Fareed, Chief
Planning Officer, Fayaz
Ahmad Dar, Superin-
tending Engineer R&B,
Tatheer Manzoor, Super-
intending Engineer, R&B,
Shabir Ahmad, Superin-
tending Engineer PHE
Hydraulic, Er. Ambreen
Anjum, SDM West, Irfan
Bahadur, SDM West,
Zuber Ahmad, Assistant
Commissioner Revenue,
Umar Gulzar, Executive
Engineer I&FC, Shuja
Ahmad, Executive Engi-
neer, LCMA, all Teh-
sildars and other con-
cerned.

During the meeting,
the Deputy Commission-
er conducted a detailed
review of key interven-

DC Srinagar reviews
progress of ongoing,
proposed Disaster
mltlgatlon prolects

tions proposed under
the Disaster Mitigation
Plan, including installa-
tion of Automatic Water
Level Recorders (AWLRS)
at identified locations,
strengthening of wvul-
nerable stretches along
Dachigam Nallah, Tailbal
Nallah and River Jhelum,
equalization of bunds and
slopes along the Jhelum,
earthquake assessment
of critical infrastructure
and responsive mitiga-
tion measures for flash
floods, landslides and
earthquakes in vulner-
able higher reaches of
Srinagar district.

On the occasion, the
DC directed the concerned
departments to identify
and incorporate all mea-
sures requiring imme-
diate intervention and
strengthen preparedness
to effectively tackle any
eventuality arising from
landslides, cloudbursts
and flood-like situations.
He emphasized the need
for a prompt, coordinated

and effective response
mechanism across the
district involving all con-
cerned Departments.

The DC further stressed
the need to reinforce disas-
ter mitigation measures
along Dachigam Nallah,
Gandbal, Doodganga
Nallah and other vulner-
able locations across the
District. He directed the
concerned Departments to
undertake priority based
assessments of these
areas and implement
necessary mitigation
projects to reduce vul-
nerability and enhance
resilience against natural
disasters.

The meeting also
reviewed the prepared-
ness and action plans of
various Departments for
responding to natural
disasters and emergen-
cies, with emphasis on
minimizing response
time, ensuring effective
inter-departmental coor-
dination and safeguard-
ing lives and property.

VC JKLCMA inspects Ashai Bagh
area, directs strengthening of
cleaning measures

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Vice Chair-
man (VC), J&K Lakes Con-
servation and Management
Authority (JKLCMA),
Khurshid Ahmad Shah,
Monday visited the Ashai
Bagh area to review the
ongoing cleaning and
maintenance works being
carried out in and around
the lake.

The Vice Chairman was
accompanied by the SE,
Collector, XEN LD-I, AEEs,
JEs and other Revenue and
Engineering officials of
JKLCMA.

During the inspec-
tion, the Vice Chairman
reviewed the cleanliness of
the area and took stock of
the ongoing works related
to lake cleaning, conserva-
tion and maintenance. He
appreciated the improve-
ment in the cleanliness and
overall appearance of the
area following the clean-
ing activities undertaken

by the Authority.

The officers briefed him
about the ongoing works
and the measures being
implemented for effective
conservation and manage-
ment of the lake.

He also directed the con-
cerned officers and field
staff to continue the ongo-
ing cleaning activities and
ensure proper upkeep of
the lake and its adjoining
areas. He stressed the need
for regular field supervi-

sion and timely execution
of the works.

The Vice Chairman
called for sustained
efforts to maintain clean-
liness and improve the
overall condition of the
lake and its surroundings.
He further emphasized
that close monitoring and
coordinated efforts by the
field staff are essential for
strengthening the conser-
vation and management
of the lake.

SKUAST-K, Mission Poshan sign MoU to
boost Nutrlthn through Poshan Vatlka

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Sher-e-Kash-
mir University of Agricul-
tural Sciences and Technol-
ogy of Kashmir (SKUAST-
K) and Mission Directorate
Poshan, Jammu and Kash-
mir, signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) to
promote nutrition-sensitive
agriculture and establish
sustainable Poshan Vatika
at Anganwadi Centres
across the Union Territory,
supporting the implementa-
tion of Mission Poshan 2.0,
aimed at improving nutri-
tional outcomes among chil-
dren aged 0-6 years, adoles-
cent girls, pregnant women
and lactating mothers.

The MoU was signed in
the presence of Vice Chan-
cellor, SKUAST-K, Prof.
Nazir Ahmad Ganai, who
said the collaboration will
leverage SKUAST-K’s exper-
tise in agriculture, horti-
culture and nutrition with
the government’s extensive
nutrition outreach network
to provide technical guid-
ance and capacity building
on nutrition-sensitive agri-

culture.

The event was attended
by Prof. Raihana Habib
Kanth, Director Extension;
Prof. Irfan Bisati, Director-
ate of Research; Prof. Mas-
sarat Shafi, Head, Commu-
nity Science; Prof. Ishfaq
Abidi, Head, Vegetable Sci-
ences; Dr. Sajad Bhat, Head,
Food Science and Technol-
ogy; and Dr. Iffat Ganai,
Community Science, along
with various officers of the
University.

Officials from Mission
Poshan/ICDS present on
the occasion included Sajad
Hussain, Mission Director,
Poshan/ICDS; Bureeda
Majeed, District Pro-
gramme Officer, Poshan/
ICDS, Srinagar; Sobia

Fatma, CDPO, Srinagar;
and Ageel Ahmed, CDPO,
Batwara.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sajad Hussain, Mis-
sion Director, Poshan/
ICDS, said, “SKUAST-K’s
expertise will provide valu-
able technical support for
establishing and sustaining
Poshan Vatika at Angan-
wadi Centres, while helping
promote access to fresh and
nutritious local produce for
children.

"We are hopeful that this
collaboration will strengthen
efforts to address malnutri-
tion and nutritional deficien-
cies among children, adoles-
cent girls, pregnant women
and lactating mothers," the
Mission Director said.
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Mandeep Kaur Launches Swachhata
Internship Programme for Schools

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Commission-
er/Secretary to the Gov-
ernment, Housing & Urban
Development Department,
J&K, Mandeep Kaur, IAS,
Monday launched the
Swachhata Internship Pro-
gramme for Schools across
Kashmir Division, aimed at
involving students directly
in cleanliness, waste segre-
gation and scientific waste
management.

The programme was
launched at Amar Singh
College, Srinagar, in the
presence of Shri.Ram
Niwas Sharma, IAS, Com-
missioner/Secretary to the
Government, School Edu-
cation Department, J&K,
who attended as the Guest
of Honour, and Dr. Devansh
Yadav, IAS, Mission Direc-
tor, Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion-Urban 2.0, J&K.

The initiative has been
launched by the Srinagar
Municipal Corporation
(SMC) in collaboration
with the Directorate of
School Education Kashmir,

with support from Swaaha
Resource Management Pvt.
Ltd.

The programme will
engage students in prac-
tical activities related to
source segregation, recy-
cling, composting, resource
recovery, sanitation and
community participa-
tion. Students will also be
encouraged to undertake
awareness activities in
their schools and neigh-
bourhoods and promote
responsible waste-manage-
ment practices among their
families and communities.

Speaking on the occasion,
Ms. Mandeep Kaur said that
cleanliness could not be left
to municipal agencies alone
and that people, particularly
young students, had to be
made active partners in the
effort.

“Cleanliness cannot
remain the responsibil-
ity of municipal agencies
alone. It has to become a
shared civic responsibil-
ity, and schools have an
important role in shaping
that culture among the
next generation,” she said.

She emphasised the need

to go beyond awareness
programmes and focus on
bringing about sustained
behavioural change in the
way people handle waste
and maintain cleanliness
in their surroundings.

The programme will
also provide students with
opportunities to develop
their communication, lead-
ership and public-speaking
skills while undertak-
ing activities related to
waste management and
cleanliness. The students
will serve as Swachhata
Ambassadors, carrying the
message from their schools
to their homes and local
communities.

The dignitaries were
welcomed by Faz lul
Haseeb, IAS, Commis-
sioner, Srinagar Munici-
pal Corporation. Senior
officers of SMC, Heads
of Institutions, teachers,
students from participat-
ing schools and other
stakeholders attended the
launch programme.

A Waste-to-Art Exhibi-

the occasion, showcasing
sculptures and other art-
works made from discard-
ed materials by partici-
pants from different parts
of the Valley.

The exhibition high-
lighted the possibilities
of reusing waste materi-
als and transforming dis-
carded items into useful
and creative products. It
also promoted the mes-
sage of reuse, recycling and
resource recovery among
students and visitors.

The initiative is part of
the ongoing efforts under
Swachh Bharat Mission—
Urban 2.0 to increase citi-
zen participation in scien-
tific solid waste manage-
ment and make Swachhata
a regular part of everyday
life.

By involving students
directly, the programme aims
to encourage them to practise
cleanliness themselves and
inspire others to do the same,
thereby taking the message
of Swachhata from schools
to homes and communities

tion was also organised on  across Kashmir.

‘No recourse left’

Kreeri NHM staff warn of
full-scale mdeﬁmte strlke

IRFAN TILGAMI

BARAMULLA: Routine
public healthcare delivery
across rural Baramulla
remained paralyzed for the
sixth consecutive day on
Monday, as National Health
Mission (NHM) employees
of Medical Block Kreeri
intensified their demonstra-
tion against administrative
apathy, unanimously warn-
ing of a transition toward
an indefinite strike if their
legitimate grievances con-
tinue to be neglected.

The demonstration, orga-
nized on the premises of
the PHC Sharakwara, saw
doctors, paramedics, lab
technicians, and auxiliary
nursing personnel staging a
peaceful sit-in. The employ-
ees, who recently resolved
to extend their ongoing pen-
down agitation by an addi-
tional 72 hours, expressed
deep frustration over what
they described as the gov-
ernment’s deliberate indif-
ference to issues that have
plagued the contractual
workforce for well over a
decade.

The prolonged work stop-
page has severely curtailed
out-patient department
(OPD) functioning, immuni-
zation drives, antenatal care
programs, and emergency
outreach services across
Primary Health Centers
(PHCs) and other health
sub centers throughout the
block. Rural patients, many
of whom depend entirely on
state-run primary health-
care facilities for subsidized
treatment, have been left in
severe distress or forced to
seek costly alternatives in
the private sector.

Addressing the media
during the demonstration,
Dr. Ufaq reiterated that the

"/A A LDFA

patience of the workforce had
reached its breaking point
due to years of unfulfilled
administrative assurances.

"If our genuine, long-
pending demands are not
fulfilled immediately, we
will have no recourse left
but to suspend all catego-
ries of work and launch a
full-scale, indefinite strike
across the region," Dr.
Ufaq affirmed. "Our unity
is our greatest power, and
no amount of institutional
delay will weaken our
resolve to secure our fun-
damental rights."

The human cost of the
prevailing employment
framework was articulated
by Masrat, a senior frontline
healthcare worker present
at the protest, who detailed
the relentless financial
strain confronting contrac-
tual staff amid persistent
inflationary pressures.

"We are suffering acutely
on a day-to-day basis and are
finding it nearly impossible
to meet basic household
expenses and educate our
children," Masrat said. "We
have devoted prime years of
our youth to sustaining the
rural public health appara-
tus under harsh conditions,
yet we are denied equitable
pay structures and basic
financial stability. The

administration must recog-
nize our survival depends
on this resolution."

Condemning the pro-
longed administrative
silence, the official spokes-
person for the striking
personnel, Gh Nabi, held
the authorities squarely
accountable for the unfold-
ing crisis and the inevitable
hardship imposed on vul-
nerable patient populations.

"We will fight resolutely
for our legitimate demands
until the end," Nabi
remarked. "The govern-
ment cannot expect health-
care professionals to deliver
round-the-clock service
while turning a blind eye to
fundamental labor justice.
The administration must
step forward, engage in
constructive dialogue, and
fulfill our demands without
testing the resilience of this
workforce any longer."

The protesting employ-
ees have resolved to con-
tinue the demonstration
at Medical Block Kreeri,
maintaining that normal
medical duties will resume
only after the Health and
Medical Education Depart-
ment issues concrete, writ-
ten guarantees regarding
pay revision,enhanced
social security benefits, and
Golden handshake.

DC Srinagar visits Ganpatyar
Temple; participates in Ganesh
Chaturthi celebratlons

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Srinagar,
Akshay Labroo, Monday
visited Ganpatyar Temple
in the Habbakadal area of
the City and participated
in the Ganesh Chaturthi
celebrations, which were
marked by deep devo-
tion, spiritual fervour and
enthusiasm.

During his visit, the
Deputy Commissioner
reviewed the arrange-
ments put in place for
devotees and the smooth
conduct of the celebra-
tions. He interacted with
the devotees and extended
his warm greetings and
best wishes to them on
the auspicious occasion of
Ganesh Chaturthi.

The DC paid obeisance

+CM

at the revered temple and
extended his warm greetings
to devotees on the religious
occasion. He interacted
with members of the temple
Management Committee,
devotees and Officers and
reviewed the arrangements
made for the smooth conduct
of the celebrations.

The event was organized
in a peaceful and harmo-
nious atmosphere with
the active participation of
devotees, volunteers and

K&

members of the Kashmiri
Pandit community.

The DC appreciated the
coordinated efforts of all
Departments, Police and
organisers for ensuring the
successful conduct of the
celebrations. The members
of organising committee
also expressed its sincere
appreciation to the District
Administration Srinagar
for making comprehen-
sive arrangements for the
occasion.

KPDCL announces power
shutdown in Kashmir parts

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Engineer, Distribution, KPDCL Monday informed
that the Shutdown of 33 kV Amargarh Bandipora line will be
observed due to which power supply to Watlab, Warpora, Hat-
langoo, Dangerpora, Qunsoo, Dooru, Mundiji, Shiva, Tujjar, Shrine,
Arampora, Adipora and adjoining areas will be affected from 08
AM to 02 PM on 15 September 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of 33 kV LJHP Uri line will be observed due
to which power supply to Salamabad, NHPC, MES Uri, TFC Uri, Ghar-
kote, Bandi, Mohura, Rampur, Bijhama, Dhani, Bagna, Kamalkote,
Paranpillam and adjoining areas will be affected from 08 AM to 02
PMon 21,23, 26, 28 & 30 September and 03 October 2026.

Likewise, shutdown of 33 kV Bemina-Fateh Kadal line and 33
kV Bemina-Barbarshah line will be observed due to which power
supply to K.K. Mohalla, Nowpora, Bohrikadal, BB Shah, Babademb,
Bishembarnagar, Gousia Hospital, Naisarak, Barbarshah, Exchange,
Basantbagh, Car Parking, Maisuma and adjoining areas will be
affected from 08 AM to 02 PM on 19 September 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of 33 kV Wanpoh Ashajipora line will be
observed due to which power supply to Ashajipora, Dialgam, Rohu,
Malaknag, Reshibazar, Janglat Mandi, Shirpora, Nowgam and
adjoining areas will be affected from 08 AM to 02 PM on 15 & 17
September 2026.

Likewise, shutdown of 33 kV Budgam line will be observed due to
which power supply to Budgam, Sabdan, Nasrullahpora, Jawalapora
Town Ompora, SIDCO Housing Colony, Railway Station, Budgam,
NIFT and adjoining areas will be affected from 08 AM to 02 PM on
17 September 2026.

ITI Shopian organizes NAPS Mela
at GDC Shopian

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: The Industrial Training Institute (ITI) Shopian, in col-
laboration with the District Administration Shopian organized a
District Level National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS)
Mela at Government Degree College (GDC), Shopian Monday.

Additional District Development Commissioner (ADDC) Shopian,
Dr. Nasir Ahmed Lone was the Chief Guest on the occasion.

While speaking on the occasion, the ADDC stressed upon maxi-
mum awareness about NAPS and called for maximum registra-
tions of youth and establishments under the NAPS portal within
stipulated time to bridge the gap between Industry and Education.
He urged local industrial units and commercial establishments to
actively enroll maximum local youth under NAPS, aiming to build
a self-reliant and skilled workforce in Shopian.

An awareness session was conducted by Assistant Advisor
Apprenticeship, ITI Shopian, Suhail Ahmed who through a detailed
presentation, explained the salient features, objectives, financial
benefits and registration process of NAPS. He highlighted how the
scheme provides stipend support, practical training and enhanced
employability to youth.

The mela witnessed overwhelming participation of more than
1000 students, ITI trainees and representatives of over 50 reputed
Industrial Establishments.

A major highlight of the mela was on-spot registration of 1000
candidates, 50 establishments and issuance of 15 new contracts
on the NAPS portal.

The Mela was attended by Principal, GDC, Tarig Ahmed, GM, DIC,
Shurijil Naik, CEO, Bashir Ahmed Shah, Superintendent ITI Shopian,
Fida Hussain, Principal, Government Polytechnic College Shopian,
Manzoor Ahmed, LDM, Faroog Ahmed, CHO, Muneer Ahmed and
other concerned.

ADC Kulgam chairs review meeting
on NAPS

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: A meeting regarding the implementation of the National
Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS) was held Monday at
Kulgam under the chairmanship of the Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner, Kulgam, Vikar Ahmad Giri.

The meeting focused on increasing apprenticeship opportunities
forlocal youth, registration of eligible establishments, mobilisation
of candidates and greater participation of government depart-
ments, educational institutions and local industries under NAPS.

The ADC directed all concerned departments to identify suitable
apprenticeship opportunities, encourage eligible establishments to
register on the apprenticeship portal and ensure effective coordina-
tion for timely implementation of the scheme.

The officers were also directed to undertake awareness and
mobilisation activities and submit regular progress regarding estab-
lishment registrations and apprentice engagements. The meeting
emphasized NAPS as animportant initiative for enhancing the skills,
employability and livelihood opportunities of local youth.

The meeting was attended by the CEO Kulgam, Fayaz Ahmad Mir,
Lead District Manager, Iftikhar Ahmad Padder, SE R&B Javid Ahmad,
Executive Engineers of R&B, Jal Shakti, Irrigation and KPDCL, Principal
Government Polytechnic, AD Handicrafts & Handloom, Superintendent
ITI Kulgam, District Officer KVIB and DPM NRLM.
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SRINAGAR: Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah
Monday met a number
of legislators, delega-
tions and individuals at
the Civil Secretariat here
and discussed issues of
public importance.

The Chief Minister
met MLA Sonawari Hilal
AKkbar Lone along with

CM meets Legislators,
other deputations at
Civil Secretariat

% ¥ T

a delegation. The del-
egation raised various
developmental issues
and public welfare con-
cerns pertaining to the
constituency.

MLA Khansahib Saif-
ud-Din Bhat also called
on the Chief Minister
and apprised him of sev-
eral constituency-specif-
ic issues.

The Chief Minis-

ter also met Director,
ICAR-Central Institute
of Temperate Horticul-
ture (CITH), Srinagar,
M.K. Verma, and Deputy
Director, National Hor-
ticulture Board, Ashok
Kumar. The delegation
discussed various mat-
ters concerning the func-
tioning and development
of the Centre with the
Chief Minister.

Min Rana lays foundation
stone for macadamization of
Chajjala to Ramkund road

GMK NEWS NETWORK

MENDHAR: Minister for
Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology
& Environment and Tribal
Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana
Monday laid the founda-
tion stone for macadamiza-
tion of road from Chajjala
to Ramkund, Mendhar.

< The project will be exe-

cuted by the Public Works
(R&B) Department under
Cities & Towns Programme
at an estimated cost of Rs.
40.00 Lacs.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Minister said that
the Government is commit-
ted to provide better road
connectivity to the people
of remote and far-flung

areas. He said that macad-
amization of this road will
provide much needed relief
to the locals by improving
connectivity and boosting
economic activities in the
area.

He directed the execut-
ing agency to complete

the work within stipu-
lated time frame with
quality as per prescribed
standards.

Among others, senior
officers of PWD (R&B),
district administration and
large number of locals were
present on the occasion.

EOW chargesheets fake job fraudster, 15
cases registered across Kashmir

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Eco-
nomic Offences Wing
(EOW) Kashmir of Crime
Branch J&K on Monday
chargesheeted a man
accused of duping people
on the pretext of securing
government jobs through
fake appointment orders.

In a statement issued,
a spokesperson said that
the EOW Kashmir has
filed a chargesheet before
the Court of Forest Magis-
trate, Srinagar, in case FIR
No. 12/2026 under Sections
420, 468 and 471 of the IPC
against Abdul Majeed Mir,
son of Abdul Rahim Mir, a
resident of Lishtiyal, Kala-
roos, Kupwara, for cheat-
ing and forgery.

He said the case was
registered on the basis of
a written complaint alleg-
ing that the accused had
dishonestly taken lakhs
of rupees on the pretext
of securing a government
job for the complainant’s
son. The accused provided
an appointment order pur-
portedly issued by the Air-
ports Authority of India,
which was later found to
be fake and forged.

“During investiga-
tion, the allegations were
substantiated and the
chargesheet was accord-
ingly presented before the
competent court for judi-
cial determination,” the
spokesperson said.

He said the accused,
against whom 15 criminal

cases have been regis-
tered across the Kashmir
Valley, was arrested on
July 18, 2026, and is pres-
ently lodged in Central
Jail, Srinagar. He allegedly
impersonated highly influ-
ential persons and bureau-
crats with the intention of
deceiving and cheating
innocent people.

“The general public is
advised to remain vigilant
against economic fraud-
sters and report any such
incidents directly to SSP
EOW Srinagar (Crime
Branch J&K) Abdul
Waheed Shah. If you have
been a victim of economic
fraud, you may also send
your complaint to the offi-
cial email: sspeow-kmr@
jkpolice.gov.in,” he said.

J&K records near-normal seasonal rainfall

despite Jul surplus, Aug deficit: MeT
’ “ o .*.f "_,"

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir has recorded
near-normal precipitation
during the current season
despite significant month-
to-month variations, with
July witnessing 35 per cent
excess rainfall and August
recording around 25 per
cent deficit, the Meteoro-
logical Department said.

Director, Meteorological
Department, Srinagar, Dr
Mukhtar Ahmad, said that
the overall precipitation sce-
nario in Jammu and Kash-
mir remained almost near-
normal despite contrasting
rainfall patterns in the two
months. “July was good in
terms of rainfall. In J&K,
there was 35 per cent excess
rainfall,” Ahmad said.

He said August, how-

=
ever, recorded around 25
per cent rainfall deficit,
with some spells during
the month but no consis-
tent or widespread rainfall
activity. “There were some
spells in August, but these
were not consistent or
widespread. No such activ-
ity happened,” he added.
The MeT Director said
despite the deficit recorded
in August, the overall sea-
sonal precipitation situa-

U

tion in Jammu and Kash-
mir remained near normal.

The variations in
monthly rainfall come
amid changing weather
patterns being observed
across the Union Territory
in recent years.

Ahmad said the pre-
cipitation pattern could
continue to fluctuate, with
weather activity remaining
dependent on atmospheric
conditions—(KNO)
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Achan cleanup begins as Srinagar tackles
waste-processing challenge: H&UDD Secy

Says solution found to ‘unmanageable’ problem, hopes city enters top-three cleanest in 2 years

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Cleaning
of ‘Achan’, the municipal
solid waste landfill in Sri-
nagar, started after a solu-
tion was found to the city’s
major waste-processing
challenge, Commissioner
and Secretary, Housing
and Urban Development
Department (H&UDD),
Mandeep Kaur, said on
Monday.

She expressed hope that
the development would
help Srinagar secure a
place among the top three
cleanest cities in the coun-
try within the next two
years.

Speaking with report-
ers during an awareness
programme on cleanliness,
Kaur, said waste collec-
tion in Srinagar was taking
place effectively, but waste
processing had become an
“unmanageable” problem
for the authorities, making it
necessary to find a solution.

“If you compare Sri-

nagar, waste collection is
happening, but processing
was one problem which
had become unmanageable
for us. It was necessary to
find a solution to it. Thank-
fully, the solution has now
been found and the clean-
ing of Achan has started,”
she said.

“Ihope thatin two years,
Srinagar will at least come
in the top three,” she added.

Kaur stressed the need
for citizens to adopt proper
waste-management practic-
es, including home compost-
ing, and take responsibility
for keeping their homes and
surroundings clean. “We
can talk as much as we
want about cleanliness, but
nothing will change until we
start from our own homes,”
she said.

She said the government
could spend thousands of
crores on infrastructure,
vehicles and waste-pro-
cessing facilities, but such
investments would not
yield the desired results

unless people changed
their habits and main-
tained cleanliness around
their homes.

“Even if we spend thou-
sands of crores of rupees
on constructing buildings,
purchasing vehicles and
creating processing facili-
ties, nothing will change
until we change the envi-
ronment around our homes
and keep our surroundings
clean,” she said.

Referring to Srinagar’s

sanitation workforce, Kaur
said the Municipal Corpo-
ration had around 3,000 to
4,000 sanitation workers,
while the city’s popula-
tion was approximately
16 to 17 lakh. “Can such a
small number of workers
force everyone to maintain
cleanliness? They cannot,”
she said, urging citizens
not to depend solely on
municipal workers for
sanitation.

She also called for col-

lective efforts to reduce
plastic use and promote
home composting, besides
creating “Swachhata
warriors” in schools and
homes to combat garbage
and pollution.

“Tourists should not say
that Jammu and Kashmir
is very beautiful but dirty,”
she said, stressing that
cleanliness was essential
to complement the region’s
natural beauty.

Kaur said the Swachha-
ta Internship Programme
had been launched as a
pilot project in Jammu to
take the message of cleanli-
ness to schoolchildren and
encourage them to moti-
vate their parents to main-
tain cleanliness beyond
their homes.

She said greater public
participation, along with
improved waste process-
ing, would be crucial to
improving Srinagar’s
cleanliness and helping
the city achieve the desired
ranking—(KNO)

Div Com chairs meeting to address
water issues of Railway authorities

B

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In pursu-
ance to directions of
Chief Secretary J&K,
Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir, Anshul Garg,
Monday chaired a meet-
ing to address the pota-
ble water supply issues
at Budgam and Nowgam
Railway Stations.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Deputy Commission-
er Srinagar, Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Budgam, Chief Engineer
PHE, Superintending Engi-
neers PHE, and senior offi-
cers from the Railways.

During the meet-
ing, Railway authorities
apprised the chair that
water being lifted from the
nearby source does not
meet potable standards
and requested a clean
drinking water supply for
staff usage and for filling
trains.

Taking cognizance of
the issue, the Divisional

Commissioner directed the
concerned PHE officers to
tap water from an alterna-
tive source identified by
field officers, located 2.5
km upstream.

He directed the Super-
intending Engineer, PHE
Circle Budgam, to work
out the capital expenditure
for laying the new supply
pipeline and to float ten-
ders within ten days, in
consultation with Railway
authorities.

Regarding water supply
to Nowgam Railway Sta-
tion, the Divisional Com-
missioner directed SE

§

PHE Budgam to expedite
the completion of the lift
water supply scheme.

On a separate issue
regarding macadamiza-
tion of the access road to
Parrypora Colony near the
Railway line, the Divisional
Commissioner instructed
ADC Budgam to conduct a
joint site visit along with
Revenue officials, Railway
officers and represen-
tatives of the colony to
ascertain land ownership
of the road stretch and take
appropriate action for pro-
viding road access to the
residents.

Day 6: NHM employees extend
agitation by another 72 hours
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SRINAGAR: National
Health Mission (NHM)
employees across Jammu
and Kashmir contin-
ued their strike for the
sixth consecutive day on
Monday and announced a
further 72-hour extension
of the agitation from Sep-
tember 15.

The Jammu & Kashmir
National Health Mission
Employees Association
(JKNHMEA), in a formal
communication to the
authorities, said the exten-
sion had been necessitated
by the continued penden-
cy of their long-standing
demands and the absence
of any concrete, time-
bound resolution.

Pertinently, the employ-
ees are demanding pay
parity with NHM workers
in other states, a compre-
hensive policy for job secu-
rity and regularisation,
besides social security ben-
efits including EPF, ESI,

+CM

Protesters seek pay parity, job security, social security benefits
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insurance coverage and
post-retirement support.

The continued strike
has affected functioning
of various NHM-supported
health services, while the
absence of employees has
also placed additional pres-
sure on the regular health-
care workforce at several
health institutions.

“We have been serving
the health system for years,
but our service conditions
and future remain uncer-
tain. We need a concrete
policy and a time-bound
resolution rather than
repeated assurances,” a
protesting employee said.

Another employee said
their demands were aimed
at securing basic employ-
ment and social protec-
tion. “We are not against
patient care and have kept
our protest peaceful. But
our genuine concerns also
need to be addressed. We
want the government to
come forward with a clear
roadmap,” the employee
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said.

A female employee said
NHM workers had contin-
ued to serve despite pro-
longed uncertainty.

“We are ready for dia-
logue, but there has to be a
concrete response from the
government. Thousands
of employees are waiting
for clarity regarding their
future,” she said.

The association
expressed willingness to
engage in dialogue with
the government and urged
the authorities to initi-
ate meaningful and time-
bound measures to resolve
the grievances.

With the strike now
extended by another 72
hours from September 15,
employees have urged the
government to intervene at
the earliest and take con-
crete steps towards address-
ing their demands and
restoring normal function-
ing of NHM-linked health
services across Jammu and
Kashmir—(KNO)

Two killed, seven injured as
Matador overturns near Reasi

GMK NEWS NETWORK

Reasi: Two people were killed and seven others injured
after a passenger Matador overturned near the Bakkal
Tunnel area of Reasi district on Monday, officials said.

An official said that the Matador, bearing registra-
tion number JK14B-2973, was travelling from Bakkal
towards Reasi when it overturned on the road near

the tunnel.

He said two persons died in the accident, while
seven others sustained injuries and their identities
are being ascertained. “Police and rescue teams have
reached the spot and shifted the injured to a nearby
hospital for treatment,” the official said.

Meanwhile, police have initiated necessary proceed-

ings—(KNO)

CM Omar condoles loss of lives in
Reasi road accident

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Minister Omar Abdullah has
expressed deep grief over the loss of lives in a tragic
road accident in Reasi district, in which two persons
were killed and five others injured.

The Chief Minister conveyed his heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved families and directed the
authorities to ensure the best possible medical care

to those injured.

The accident occurred when a passenger minibus
met with an accident on the Reasi-Bakal road near the
Batalgala Tunnel on Monday.

in which two persons were Kkilled and five others

injured.

The Chief Minister conveyed his heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved families and directed the
authorities to ensure the best possible medical care

to those injured.

The accident occurred when a passenger minibus
met with an accident on the Reasi-Bakal road near the
Batalgala Tunnel on Monday.

ACB traps two JKWDC field
supervisors for taking bribe

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
on Monday said they have
trapped and arrested two
field supervisors of the
Jammu & Kashmir Wom-
en’s Development Corpora-
tion (JKWDC) for allegedly
demanding and accepting
a bribe for facilitating the
release of a sanctioned
Rs 3 lakh loan under the
Women Entrepreneurship
Platform (WEP) Scheme.

In a statement issued, a
spokesperson said the Anti-
Corruption Bureau received
a written complaint alleg-
ing that Owais Ahamd
Khan, a Field Supervisor
of the Jammu & Kashmir
Women’s Development
Corporation (JKWDC) had
demanded illegal gratifica-
tion from the complainant
for facilitating the release/
disbursement of a sanc-
tioned loan amount of Rs.
3.00 lakh under the WEP
(Women Entrepreneurship
Platform) Scheme.

He said as the complain-
ant was unwilling to pay the
bribe, thus approached the
ACB and lodged a written
complaint. Upon receipt of
the complaint, the allega-
tions were verified and the
verification prima facie
established the demand of
illegal gratification.

Accordingly, Case FIR
No. 15/2026 under Section
7, Section 7A of the Pre-

vention of Corruption Act,
1988 & Section 61(2) BNS,
was registered at Police
Station ACB Srinagar, and
investigation was taken up.

The spokesperson said
a trap team was consti-
tuted to lay a trap. During
the trap proceedings, the
accused public servant,
namely Owais Ahmad
Khan, Field Supervisor,
JKWDC, was caught red-
handed while demanding
and acceptingillegal grati-
fication from the complain-
ant in lieu of facilitating
the release/disbursement
of the sanctioned loan
amount of Rs. 3.00 lakh.

He said during the course
of the trap proceedings,
another public servant,
namely Meiraj- ud-din
Sheikh, Field Supervisor,
was also arrested on spot
for his alleged involve-
ment in the commission
of the offence. The exact
role and involvement of the
said accused is being ascer-
tained during investigation.

The spokesperson said
the tainted bribe money
was recovered from the
possession of the accused
in the presence of inde-
pendent witnesses. Both
accused persons were
subjected to medico-legal
formalities and have been
lodged in Police Station
Shaheed Gunj, Srinagar,
for safe custody. Further
investigation in the case is
in progress.



CM K

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK =7 twitter.com/GMKashmir & www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

Good Morning

‘Kashmir

vierangKashmir

EDITORIAL ————

M Brari Nambal
When Modernisation
Becomes License To Destroy

t a time when glaciers are shrinking, freshwater
bodies are disappearing and springs that once
sustained communities are drying up, Srinagar
appears to be treating its remaining natural water
bodies as vacant land waiting to be reclaimed.
The latest concern surrounding Brari Nambal is not merely
an environmental violation. It is a disturbing reflection of
how easily the city's natural heritage can be sacrificed in the
name of convenience, parking and so-called modernisation.
A portion of the waterbody has reportedly been filled
with soil and is now being used for parking vehicles.
Photographs from the site show a sizeable stretch of the
lagoon apparently converted into a parking space, with
cars occupying what should be protected aquatic space.
The most uncomfortable question is not simply who filled
the waterbody. It is how the filling was allowed to happen in
the first place. The location is reportedly close to the office
of the J&K Lake Conservation and Management Author-
ity (LCMA), the very institution entrusted with protecting
and conserving the city's water bodies. If soil was trans-
ported, dumped and spread over a sizeable portion of Brari
Nambal, was nobody watching? Was the activity carried
out overnight? Was it gradual? Did no official inspection
take place? Or has the culture of looking away become so
deeply embedded that encroachment is noticed only after
photographs appear in the public domain?
These are not minor administrative questions. They go to the
heart of environmental governance in Srinagar. A waterbody
cannot become less of a waterbody simply because some-
body has covered it with soil and parked a few vehicles over
it. Reclamation does not erase ecological boundaries. What
disappears beneath the soil is not merely water—it is habitat,
drainage capacity, biodiversity and part of the city's natural
defence against flooding and environmental degradation.
And once such encroachments are allowed to survive,
they create a dangerous precedent: fill a little today,
occupy a little tomorrow, construct something permanent
later, and eventually claim that restoration is impossible.
That is precisely how natural assets disappear.
The authorities must therefore resist the temptation of treat-
ing the Brari Nambal episode as another routine encroach-
ment case. If the filling is unauthorised, the first requirement
should be to identify those responsible and proceed under
the applicable law. But accountability cannot stop with the
person who dumped the soil. The administration must also
determine how the violation remained undetected and who
was responsible for monitoring that vulnerable stretch.
Most importantly, the filled portion must be restored.
Allowing the reclaimed area to remain because vehicles
are already being parked there would amount to rewarding
environmental wrongdoing. It would send a message that
once an encroachment becomes visible enough and useful
enough, the government may eventually surrender to it.
Srinagar has already paid a heavy price for the neglect of its lakes,
wetlands, streams and drainage channels. Every lost waterbody
weakens the city's ecological resilience. Every reclaimed patch
narrows the space available for water. Every silent encroachment
makes the next one easier. Modernisation does not mean replacing
every natural space with concrete, soil and parking lots. A city that
destroys its natural gifts in the pursuit of modernity is not modernis-
ing—it is consuming its own future.
Brari Nambal deserves more than photographs, inspec-
tions and official statements after the damage is done.
It deserves protection before the next truckload of soil
arrives. The government must answer plainly: Who filled
Brari Nambal, under whose watch, with whose permission—
and when will the soil be removed? The answer should not
be another committee. It should be restoration, account-
ability and a clear warning that Srinagar's remaining natural
assets are not government land waiting to be distributed,
reclaimed or converted into parking spaces.
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M International Day Of Democracy

History, Significance, And The Voice Of Citizens

SHOIAB MOHMMAD BHAT

very year on 15 September, the

International Day of Democracy

is observed across the world. It is a

day to think about what democracy

means in the lives of ordinary people.
It reminds us of the value of having a voice,
choosing our representatives and taking part in
matters that affect our communities.

Democracy is closely connected with freedom,
equality, participation and the rule of law. It gives
people space to express their views and raise
concerns through peaceful and lawful means.

How Did the International Day of Democracy
Begin? The idea behind the day goes back to
the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU). On 15
September 1997, the IPU adopted the Universal
Declaration on Democracy in Cairo. The
declaration highlighted principles such as
people's participation, equality, human rights,
freedom and respect for different views. Later,
on 8 November 2007, the United Nations General
Assembly adopted Resolution 62/7 and decided
to observe 15 September as the International
Day of Democracy. The first International Day
of Democracy was observed in 2008. Since then,
the day has been used to encourage discussions
about democracy, citizens' participation and the
importance of democratic institutions.

What Does Democracy Mean to an Ordinary
Person? When we hear the word democracy,
elections and voting often come to mind first.
Elections are certainly an important part of
democracy, although the idea goes much further.
For an ordinary person, democracy can mean
having the confidence to speak about a problem,
question a decision, approach a representative
or ask an authority for action. It also means
having peaceful and lawful ways to make one's
concerns heard. A democratic society works best
when people understand their rights, respect the
rights of others and take their responsibilities
seriously.

India is distinctive in the democratic world in
being the largest democracy in the world. The
Indian Constitution became functional on 26
January 1950 and India became a republic with
its constitutional framework for democracy. For
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Indians, democracy provides the opportunity
to elect representatives at different levels
of government. People participate through
elections, Parliament, state legislatures,
Panchayati Raj Institutions, municipalities and
various other public institutions.

India is also a country of enormous diversity.
People belonging to different regions, languages,
communities and social backgrounds live
within the same constitutional framework. This
diversity makes participation and mutual respect
important parts of democratic life.

The importance of democracy becomes clearer
when we imagine the situation of an ordinary
citizen facing injustice or a serious problem.
In non-democratic political systems, citizens
generally have fewer meaningful opportunities
to choose or change their national leadership
through free and competitive elections. Political
power may be concentrated around a single
leader, a royal family or one dominant political
party. North Korea, China, Cuba, Vietnam, etc.
have political systems that differ considerably
from India's multiparty democracy. Citizens’
experiences also vary from one country to
another. In those countries where there are
restrictions on public dissent and politics,
people might have limited ways of questioning
the decisions taken, organising demonstrations
and criticising the authority figures.

In the case of a democracy like India,
citizens have multiple ways to express their
grievances. These include reaching out to the
elected representatives, using legal means,
approaching public officials, organising peaceful
demonstrations, and engaging with civil society
organisations. With the advent of social media
platforms, this medium too has become one of

the spaces to share experiences. A local problem
that once remained within a neighbourhood can
now reach thousands or even millions of people
through a social-media post or video. Public
attention can sometimes encourage authorities
to respond more quickly.

This ability to speak and seek accountability
is one of the important strengths of democratic
life. A citizen can question a decision, ask for
an explanation or demand action on an issue
affecting the community.

At the same time, democratic freedom comes
with responsibility. Raising one's voice should go
hand in hand with respect for the law, peaceful
conduct, verification of information and respect
for other people's rights. Why Is Democracy
Important? Democracy gives importance toideas
such as representation, equality, accountability,
freedom of expression and public participation.
These values become meaningful when people
are able to engage with institutions and when
institutions listen to legitimate public concerns.
Young people have an important role in shaping
the future of democracy. Their understanding of
the Constitution, civic responsibilities and public
institutions can influence how they participate
in society.

For today's youth, social media is also a major
source of information and discussion. This
makes media literacy increasingly important.
YYoung people need to check information before
sharing it, recognise misinformation and use
digital platforms responsibly.

The idea of democracy also has relevance
in Jammu and Kashmir. Greater awareness
about democratic institutions, elections, civic
responsibilities and public programmes can
help people participate more confidently in

public life. Specifically, young people and
women can contribute via means such as
education, community-based projects, good
governance and constructive public dialogues.
Grassroots participation can help ensure that
the community communicates its needs and
aids local development. Development is closely
connected with people's participation. Citizens
know many of the challenges faced by their
communities because they experience them
in their daily lives. When people raise genuine
concerns about education, healthcare, roads,
employment or other public issues through
appropriate channels, these concerns can become
part of wider discussions about development.
Democratic participation therefore creates a
connection between people's needs and public
decision-making.

The internet has changed the way people
participate in public discussions. A smartphone
now gives an ordinary citizen the ability to record
an issue, share an opinion and reach a large
audience within minutes. This has created new
opportunities for public participation. It has also
created new challenges. False information, edited
videos and misleading posts can spread quickly
and influence public opinion. Responsible use
of social media is therefore important. Citizens
should check facts, avoid spreading rumours
and maintain respectful discussions even when
opinions differ.

Democracy should not rely solely on the
government and elected officials. Elections,
knowledge, obedience to laws, consideration
of different perspectives, raising issues, and
peaceful participation in the democratic process
are some of the duties of a responsible citizen.
Citizens can differ in their political ideologies,
social background, and priorities. Democracy
provides a peaceful framework in which these
differences can exist while people continue to
participate in public life.

In summary, the International Day of
Democracy helps us contemplate on something
that we tend to take for granted, which is the
importance of having a voice. India, because
of democracy, has been able to give itself a
constitution within which its citizens participate
in selecting its leaders and shaping its policies.

The more citizens are aware of their rights
and responsibilities and exercise their right
to voice out peacefully and legally, the more
democracy can flourish. It is an ongoing process
defined daily by the participation of the people.

The Author can be mailed at
shoiabhat20118@gmail.com
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BOBBY RAMAKANT

ctober 2026 may mark a
pivotal moment in the
global fight for equality
and human rights for
older persons. On 1st
October the world observes the
International Day of Older Persons
under the theme "The Age of
Longevity: Rethinking Systems for
Longer Lives." Later that same month,
the UN Inter-Governmental Working
Group on the Human Rights of Older
Persons reconvenes at UN in Geneva
to advance work on the drafting of a
legally binding international treaty.

The stakes go far beyond
demographic policy to respond to
population ageing: the process will test
whether longer lives will also mean lives
lived with autonomy, equality, dignity
and freedom from discrimination - or
whether age will continue to compound
existing inequalities, especially for older
women and other marginalised groups.

A human rights response to an
ageing world

Khalid Hassine, Secretary of the
Inter-Governmental Working Group
(IGWG) on the Human Rights of Older
Persons at the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights, explained that the treaty process
has emerged in response to a profound
demographic transformation: people are
living longer and societies are ageing.
He outlined the significance of the
process. IGWG was established by the
UN Human Rights Council in early 2025
and is mandated to elaborate a legally
binding instrument (or treaty). Hassine
leads the Secretariat facilitating the
intergovernmental process in line with
UN Human Rights Council resolutions
and UN rules of procedure.

Speaking at a SHE & Rights session,
Hassine said that while governments
have previously responded to
demographic change (of population
ageing) before, through initiatives
such as the Madrid International Plan
of Action on Ageing (adopted in 2002)
and the UN Open-Ended Working
Group on Ageing established in 2010,
governments have now chosen to
pursue aresponse grounded in human
rights to this structural change, with
the objective of developing a legally
binding international instrument.

Hassine clarified that the UN
Secretariat's role is to provide neutral
and impartial support to the state-led
negotiations. It supports the Chair
and Bureau of the IGWG, facilitates
the process and serves as an interface

LONGER LIVES, EQUAL RIGHTS

Why Ageing Needs A Gendered Human Rights Response

with stakeholders including national
human-rights institutions and civil-
society organisations.

But the Secretariat cannot substitute
itself for governments or prejudge
the substantive negotiations. That
distinction is important because the
treaty will ultimately be shaped through
a state (government)-led process.

Civil society is not on the
sidelines

But that does not mean civil
society has to remain on the
sidelines. In fact, Hassine sees
civil-society engagement between
formal negotiating IGWG sessions
as potentially decisive. The IGWG is
expected to hold two sessions each
year, but the periods between sessions
offer consequential opportunities for
civil society engagement. Building
coalitions, sustaining political
momentum, and keeping the human
rights of older persons visible on
national and regional agendas are
essential. Research, litigation, treaty
engagement, and strategic use of the
Universal Periodic Review can all help
accumulate the evidence member
states need to define what is specific
and essential about the human rights
situation of older persons.

Ageing is not gender-neutral

One of the clearest messages is that
ageing cannot be treated as gender-
neutral. Older women are a particular
focus group for this treaty as they
often experience discrimination
due to intersection of ageism and
gender inequality. Hassine noted that
older women have received specific
attention in the work of the UN Special
Rapporteur on Violence Against
Women and Girls Ms Reem Alsalem
who has specifically addressed the
situation of older women. Reem
released a special report on Violence
Against Older Women in August 2026.

The challenge is to ensure that the
emerging and possible legally binding
treaty on human rights of older persons,
establishes a global minimum standard
capable of protecting the human rights
of all older persons, while recognising
the specific forms of discrimination and
violence experienced by older women
and other vulnerable and marginalised
populations.

Lived experience demands
centrality and a feminist approach

For Shobha Shukla, a person with
lived experience and Chairperson
of Development Justice for Older
Persons (DJ40P), this intersection
between population ageing, gender
and development justice, must

IDEAS, OPINIONS AND VIEWS EXPRESSED IN ARTICLES PUBLISHED ARE WRITERS' OWN

be built into the treaty from the
beginning - and not added later as
an afterthought. Shobha Shukla,
who has participated in previous
IGWG meetings, expressed hope that
the legally binding instrument will
be grounded in a feminist approach
and the development justice model,
ensuring the centrality of older
persons from the Global South and
from marginalised and vulnerable
communities - particularly women,
gender-diverse people, indigenous
persons, and persons with disabilities.

This emphasis matters because
older people are not a homogeneous
group. The inequalities experienced by
women earlier in life can accumulate
into old age. Poverty, unequal access
to health services, discrimination,
violence, unpaid care work and
exclusion from decision-making can
all shape what ageing looks like.

A rights framework cannot ignore
those accumulated inequalities,
stressed Shobha Shukla. A treaty that
fails to reflect those differences, risks
reproducing the very inequalities it is
meant to address.

From charity to rights

Perhaps the strongest challenge
to conventional thinking about
ageing comes from Shobha Shukla’s
insistence that older people must stop
being viewed primarily as recipients
of care or charity. "We are not asking
for mercy. We are asking for our long
overdue rights. Older persons must
be recognised not as burdens but as
rights holders and contributors to
families, communities, economies
and public life," says Shobha Shukla.

For too long, older persons have
often been framed as people who need
pensions, healthcare, family supportand/
or social protection. Those needs could
bereal, but a rights-based approach asks
not simply: 'What do older people need?
but "What are older people entitled to?"

Protecting women's rights means
recognising women not merely as
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mothers, caregivers or members of
families, but as individuals with rights
and agency throughout their lives.
The same principle must apply as
women grow older. Age should never
become a reason for losing visibility,
autonomy or dignity, she said.
Civil society can shape what
governments take to the table
Even though the proposed treaty
is being negotiated through a state-
led process, civil society has multiple
avenues to influence its direction.
The formal rules of the IGWG allow
participation by member states,
observer states, specialised agencies,
other international organisations,
national human-rights institutions
with A-status accreditation and NGOs
with ECOSOC consultative status.
But Hassine stressed that formal
participation is not the only way civil
society can influence the negotiations.
Written submissions are particularly
important. During the previous IGWG
session held in July 2026 the process
received more than 200 submissions
from various stakeholders, which
are feeding into the negotiations and
informing facilitators working on
different topics. Another potentially
more powerful route is influencing
national governments before they
arrive at the negotiating table.
Hassine urged civil-society
organisations to engage directly with
their own governments, relevant
ministries and national delegations.
"Shaping a national position is
often more impactful than making
a formal statement," he said. Civil-
society organisations can work with
ministries and national delegations
to bring ground-level experience and
real cases into government positions.
Hassine pointed to the long
ratification journey of the legally
binding Protocol to the African
Charter on Human and People's
Rights on the Rights of Older
Persons (adopted in 2016, came into
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force in 2024) as an example of why
coordinated efforts matter.

October offers a moment to
build momentum

The next session of the Inter-
Governmental Working Group (IGWG)
on Human Rights of Older Persons in
October 2026 will be an important step in
the drafting of thislegally binding treaty.
Accordingto Hassine, the Chairpersonis
expected tomove forward ina consensus-
oriented and inclusive manner, including
with regard to non-member-state
participation. The International Day of
Older Persons on 1st October provides
yet another opportunity to widen that
conversation. Its theme "The Age of
Longevity: Rethinking Systems for
Longer Lives" offers a natural entry
point for governments, civil society,
researchers, older persons organisations
and communities to examine whether
existing systems are prepared for longer
lives. It should also provoke us to ask a
more fundamental question: longer lives
for whom, and on whose terms?

Longevity without dignity is not
progress. Longer lives accompanied
by poverty, discrimination, violence,
exclusion or loss of autonomy cannot
be considered a human-rights success,
says Shobha Shukla.

Hassine urged stakeholders to
use the International Day of Older
Persons not only to engage with
the theme of longevity but also
to gather and share evidence and
good practices that can strengthen
the treaty process. The lesson from
the broader rights agenda is clear:
having treaties and declarations is
not enough. Implementation and
accountability determine whether
those commitments change lives.

The proposed treaty on the human
rights of older persons offers another
opportunity to get that equation right.
Its success will depend not only on
the language eventually adopted
by governments, but also on whose
experiences shape that language. If
older women, people with disabilities,
indigenous peoples, gender-diverse
communities and other marginalised
older persons are visible in the process;
if evidence from communities informs
negotiations;if civil society caninfluence
national positions; and if older people
themselves are recognised as rights
holders, the treaty could become more
than another international instrument.
It could help change how the world
understands and responds to ageing.

The author can be emailed at
ramakantbobby@gmail.com
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The Life And Legacy Of Swami Nand Lal Ji

From A Banking Family In Zaina Kadal To A Hilltop Ashram In Tikker, The Story Of A 20Th-Century
Kashmiri Mystic Whose Disciples Still Recount His Miracles Today

RAHUL TRAKROO

wami Nand Lal Ji was

born in 1902 at Gurgari

Mohalla, Zaina Kadal,

Srinagar, to Pandit Sahaj

Koul and Smt. Radha Mali.
His birth fell during a particularly
harsh Kashmiri winter, and family
tradition holds that it coincided
with the festival of Tilla Ashtami,
when Pandit households along the
Vitasta lit ceremonial fires to mark
the occasion.

The Koul family- known locally
as the "Kothdars" - were prosper-
ous and well regarded. Nand Lal Ji's
forefathers had served as bankers
to Maharaja Pratap Singh, and the
household was known for its devo-
tion to Goddess Sharika Devi of
Hari Parbat. In every season, family
members, men and women alike,
would undertake the Parikrama to
the shrine.

Tragedy struck early: his mother
died while he was still young, leav-
ing behind two sons and a daugh-
ter. It was his stepmother, however,
who became his first spiritual guide
- her simple, disciplined way of life
is said to have quietly shaped the
boy who would later renounce the
world altogether.

Nand Lal Ji's granduncle, Ram
Koul, had earlier built a temple and
dharamshala near the Maha Lak-
shmi shrine at Hari Parvat - struc-
tures that reportedly still stand
today, testament to the family's
long-standing piety.

A Restless, Commanding
Youth

As a boy, Nand Lal Ji was ener-
getic and somewhat imperious, the
kind of temperament often seen
in the sons of well-off families. At
school he studied up to the eighth
class, and among his juniors were
his cousin, the late Pandit Naran-
jan Nath Koul, and Pandit Sham
Lal Sapru - known affectionately
as " Boetoth Ji" - both of whom he
tended to dominate as boys. In time,
both would become his devoted fol-
lowers once he had transformed
into a realized yogi.

After a brief, roughly eighteen-
month attempt at business, Nand
Lal Ji left home at age of fourteen in
pursuit of Sadhana. Once he walked
out of his father's house, he never
returned to worldly life - and for
nearly twenty years afterward, he
was largely untraceable, a wander-
ing ascetic somewhere in the hills
and forests of the region.

Initiation Under Swami Lal Ji
of Banaras

Nand Lal Ji took the vow of brah-
macharya and was formally initi-
ated into sainthood by Swami Lal Ji
of Banaras, himself a great yogi. So
struck was the guru by his disciple's
spiritual attainments that he is said
to have once offered Nand Lal Ji his
own aasana - an honour the disciple,
mindful of the proper guru-shishya
relationship, declined to accept.

Swami Lal Ji reportedly
remarked that Nand Lal Ji had
accomplished, in a remarkably
short span, a level of kriya yoga
that had taken him personally years
of practice to master. He is remem-
bered to have said, in Kashmiri,
that true greatness belonged only
to one who could match Nand Lal
Ji's will and discipline - a measure
of how far the young ascetic had
progressed.

Sadhana at Bomai and the
Ashram at Sharada

Much of Nand Lal Ji's deep spiritu-
al practice was carried out at Bomai
Sadhamaleun near Sopore. He lived
close to nature throughout his life
- in his food, dress, and daily habits -
and remained a strict vegetarian. He
had a particular fondness for Sufiana
music, and accomplished musicians
of the tradition would travel to sit
before him and perform.

After completing his Sadhana,
Swami Ji settled at Sharada, in the
Tangdhar area, establishing a small
ashram at the historic Sharada
temple - still known locally, largely
among the Gujjar community of the

area, as the Sharda Mai temple. His
following there drew heavily from
traders of Tikker village in present-
day Kupwara.

Displacement in 1947 and a
New Ashram at Tikker

When Pakistani raiders occupied
the Sharada area in 1947, Swami Ji
relocated with his followers to Tikker
village in 1948, where he established
a new ashram atop a hill. Interest-
ingly, a Namberdar named Zaman
Lone of Sharda gave his horse to
Swami Ji to help him cross the LoC
and reach Tikker. Among the few
precious belongings he brought with
him from Sharda was a silver Mukut
from Sharda Peeth. The same silver
Mukut was installed by Swami Nand
Lal Ji at the Sharda Mandir in Tikker
when the temple was reconstructed
in 1949. Due to unavoidable circum-
stances in the 1990s, the Mukut was
kept in the safe custody of devotees.

An episode from this period of
upheaval is remembered vividly
by his devotees: a Sikh man fleeing
armed raiders took refuge in Swami
Ji's ashram at Sharada. When the
raiders demanded he come down to
be shot for being a "Kafir," Swami
Ji calmly told him not to fear and to
go down as instructed. As the story
goes, the gunmen's weapons repeat-
edly failed to fire; astonished, they
eventually fell at Swami Ji's feet,
begged forgiveness, and left the Sikh
man unharmed - though they urged
Swami Ji himself to leave the area,
warning him of the violence that
would follow into the Valley.

During the construction of the
new ashram at Tikker, workers
digging the foundation reportedly
encountered snakes and other crea-
tures that departed without causing
harm, after Swami Ji had reassured
his devotees beforehand not to be
afraid. A few feet underground, the

ami Ji

is also

remem-
bered for a
prophecy made
in early 1967
warning that
Kashmiri Pan-
dits faced dif-
ficult times
ahead - a warn-
ing his follow-
ers later con-
nhected to the
community's
upheavals later
that decade.

diggers uncovered a fire tongs, a
kangri, a chillum, scattered rice,
a dhooni with ash, and a saligram
along with fresh flowers - items his
followers took as a sign that Swami
Ji had performed Sadhana at that
very spot in a previous life. Turning
to one bewildered devotee, Pandit
Niranjan Nath, Swami Ji is said to
have remarked, in Kashmiri, that
there was no way to describe how
much was hidden in that place. He
instructed the workers to set the
recovered articles - the chillum,
kangri, tongs, and saligram - aside
and proceed with laying the plinth.

The ashram commanded a sweep-
ing view stretching as far as Sopore

and Handwara. Swami Ji later estab-
lished a second ashram at Hushoora,
near Budgam, again showing what
devotees describe as an unusually
keen eye for site and setting.

Tales of Healing and Revival

Many miracles are attributed to
Swami Ji by those who knew him,
though his followers acknowledge
that not all such accounts can, or
should, be told. Among those still
recounted:

At Sopore around 1960-61, a
temple priest ran to Swami Ji in
distress, saying his wife had died.
Swami Ji sent him to fetch a tum-
bler of water from the Vitasta and
told him to sprinkle it on her face.
She is said to have revived within
minutes and outlived her husband.

On another occasion, a devo-
tee who had passed away suddenly
stirred back to life as his body was
being ritually bathed, startling those
present. He asked only for clothing,
saying he would explain what had

happened - though because his reviv-
al had not been sanctioned by Swami
Ji, he permanently lost the power of
speech even as he lived on for many
years. This is said to have occurred
after Swami Ji had already attained
Nirvana.

A teenage boy in Jawahar Nagar,
who privately doubted that a photo-
graph of Lord Shiva on his wall held
any real significance, later experi-
enced a night of overwhelming light
in his room, in which Lord Shiva him-
self reportedly appeared, seated and
smiling. The next morning, Swami
Ji, aware of the boy's earlier doubt,
asked him whether he still ques-
tioned the photograph's meaning -
leaving the boy to beg forgiveness at
his feet.

A government employee facing
certain conviction for misconduct
came to Swami Ji in desperation
the night before his court judgment.
Swami Ji drew on his chillum, pro-
ducing a burst of flame, and told
him to set his worries aside. The
court building and its records were
destroyed by fire before the verdict
could be delivered.

Perhaps the most elaborate
account concerns a retired police offi-
cer from Kupwara who was rushed
to SMHS Hospital in Srinagar and
pronounced dead one night, to his
wife's anguish - only to show signs
of life again as his body was being
moved, terrifying those present. He
later described being led by two fig-
ures through a vision of his own life,
shown a hilltop with a lush garden
on one side and a dark forest on the
other, and being pushed toward the
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forest, where a thorn (later found
to be an iron nail) pierced his foot -
at which point he glimpsed Swami
Ji in the distance and was allowed
to return. He kept the nail until his
death.

An Open Kitchen and Quiet
Miracles at Tikker

Those close to Swami Ji recall an
ashram where food was never denied
to anyone - the langar ran daily, free of
charge, feeding fifteen to twenty people
or more at both morning and evening
meals, and Swami Ji himself never
accepted money from visitors or sought
attention from important people.

One devotee, Jai Kishan, is
remembered to have silently won-
dered about the identity of Brahma,
Vishnu, and Maheshwar. One eve-
ning, three elderly Pandits in tradi-
tional dress appeared to be convers-
ing with Swami Ji over tea; when
Jai Kishan was asked to walk them
partway down the hill, they van-
ished the moment he looked away.

Swami Ji later told him this had
been the answer to his unspoken
question - the three visitors, he said,
had been the Trikoti itself.

In another account, Jai Kishan
was unexpectedly transferred from
Civil Aviation to the security detail
of the Prime Minister's office not
long after Swami Ji had asked him,
in passing, whether he would like to
see the world - a posting that even-
tually took him abroad in the Prime
Minister's entourage.

A young airman from Hoshura
who wished to volunteer for a peace-
keeping post in Congo was told by
Swami Ji, "Congo alone? Why not a
world tour?" He was later inadver-
tently carried aboard a cargo flight
to Washington, spent time under
Indian Embassy care in the United
States, and was eventually routed
home via Brazil - before returning
to India to serve, more prosaically,
as a postmaster.

A Secular and Compassionate
Outlook

Swami Ji's following was never con-
fined to one community. At Bomai, a
Muslim resident named Mohammed
Gosain is said to have once seen him in
avision resembling Lord Shiva astride
Nandi, and became a devoted follower
from that day. Another Muslim devo-
tee, troubled that his cow had stopped
giving milk, was told simply to place a
pot before the animal and ask her, in
Swami Ji's name, to give milk - which
she did at once.

Swami Ji is also remembered for a
prophecy made in early 1967 warning
that Kashmiri Pandits faced difficult
times ahead - a warning his followers

later connected to the community's
upheavals later that decade.

A Personal Testimony

One devotee, recalling his own
school days in 1965, described being
caught apparently cheating during a
Matriculation physics examination
- only to find, when the invigilator
opened his answer book, that the con-
cealed material had simply vanished,
sparing him from punishment. Vis-
iting Swami Ji's ashram afterward,
he was startled to be asked directly
what had become of the book he had
hidden during the exam - proof, in
the devotee's telling, that Swami Ji's
awareness and protection extended
far beyond his physical presence, and
continued for his followers even after
his passing.

Nirvana and Succession

Swami Nand Lal Ji attained Nir-
vana in January 1966, on the day of
Gauri Tritiya, at the Malviya Nagar
residence of his disciple Pandit
Prem Nath Sadhu in New Delhi.

He left behind a wide circle of dis-
ciples and named three successors:
Shri Vibhishan Ji, who continues
at an ashram in Bordi; Swami Kral
Bab Ji, who established an ashram
at Gaddi, Udhampur, before his own
passing some years ago; and Swami
Mast Ram Ji, who has carried his
guru's name and teaching to ash-
rams in Jammu, Karala (Delhi), and
Haridwar - the last able to host up
to 2,000 pilgrims at a time, free of
charge.

Among his earliest and most
senior disciples were two men ini-
tiated in his own lifetime: Swami
Sedhmol, born Vedh Lal, and
Swami Sham Lal Sapru, " Boetoth
Ji" - both of whom, like their guru,
are remembered for quiet spiritual
power exercised without any desire
for recognition, and for their lasting
contribution to the Kashmiri Pandit
community.

A Living Tradition: Smriti
Yatra & Sharda Ashtami Mahot-
sav 2026

Six decades after his Nirvana,
Swami Nand Lal Ji's memory contin-
ues to draw pilgrims back to the hills
he once walked. The Mata Kheer Bha-
wani Asthapan Committee, TikKker,
Kupwara, is organising the Swami
Nand Lal Ji Smriti Yatra & Sharda
Ashtami Mahotsav 2026, a spiritual
and cultural yatra from 14th to 19th
September, held in remembrance
of the saint's lifelong dedication to
Kashmir's spiritual and cultural
revival.

The yatra will begin at Tikker
on 14th September and proceed to
Hushroo in Budgam, before moving
on to Bomai (Sopore), Chandigam
(Lolab), Kariham, and the Gauris-
hankar Mandir at Gotingoo, with
devotees returning to Tikker there-
after. From there, the pilgrimage
continues toward Jumagund and
the banks of the Krishan Ganga,
taking in Pushkar Naag, Kindresh-
war Dham, Rudrawan (Ladewan),
and Mokhta Sar, culminating in
puja at the Krishan Ganga. The
route then turns to Ramchandrun
(Sita Sarayain) and Meeyal for fur-
ther puja, Guru Vandana, and the
offering of prasad.

Devotees are scheduled to return
to Tikker on 18th September to begin
preparations for the Sharda Ashtami
celebrations, which will include a
Maha Aarti, Sharda Abhishek, Vedic
chanting, a talk on the life of Swami
Nand Lal Ji, and the formal conclu-
sion of the yatra (Yatra Sampan).

After decades, the same sacred
Mukut is now set to be reinstalled
at the Sharda Mandir in Tikker on
the 19th September. The organisers
have extended an open invitation
to devotees and well-wishers of the
land to join the pilgrimage - to walk
together, remember together, and
help preserve the spiritual heritage
that Swami Nand Lal Ji devoted his
life to nurturing.

Rahul Trakroo is a technology
professional from Kupwara, Jammu
& Kashmir, with a keen interest in
youth engagement, education, and
the region’s rich cultural heritage. He
actively works with youth-led initia-
tives that promote civic participa-
tion and peacebuilding. Alongside

his professional work, Rahul enjoys
researching and writing on contempo-
rary issues, culture, history, and the
evolving social landscape of Jammu
& Kashmir, bringing together perspec-
tives from the past and present.
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“I appreciate all the steps that the
Health Department has taken over the
last almost two years, both in terms of
addressinginfrastructure and equip-
ment deficiencies,” he said.

Chief Minister advised the depart-
ment to focus on filling up critical gaps
in the system as per the expected bud-
getary allocations and the report of
the Advisory Committee would serve
as the road map in this direction. CM
said that the elaborate and extensive
reforms plan would require huge fund-
ing and the report on the reforms to be
undertaken suggest what should our
healthcare system look like in an ideal
situation but the financial resources
required may not be available in one go.
CM underlined the need to prioritize
and plan which components need more
immediate attention besides improving
the basic facilities of primary & sec-
ondary health-care system.

The Chief Minister, who is also hold-
ing the Finance portfolio, assured the
Health Department of continued sup-
port for further strengthening the
sector.

“As I am currently looking after the
Finance Department as well, I reassure
the department and particularly the
Minister concerned that whatever we
can do from the Finance Department
to continue this improvement in the
Health Department, we will do,” he
said.

The meeting also reviewed the func-
tioning and requirements of Govern-
ment Medical Colleges, SKIMS and
other tertiary and district-level health-
care institutions, with particular focus
on improving patient care, infrastruc-
ture, equipment, medical education
and specialized services.

The discussions covered a wide range
of areas, including cancer care, medi-
cal education and seat capacity, digital
health services, oral healthcare, food
safety, mental health and drug de-
addiction, liver transplant services,
nutritional support and geriatric care.

J&K Security

operations in its hinterland, accord-
ing to the report.

A total of 19 terrorists were neutral-
ised in such operations in 2025, includ-
ing eight Pakistani terrorists, account-
ing for about 40 per cent of the total.

The report said the figures indicated
the role of Pakistan in what it described
as a proxy war in Jammu and Kashmir.

The report also recorded a sharp

<>mm increase in ceasefire violations along
the LoC in 2025.

While two ceasefire violations were
recorded along the LoC in 2024, the
number rose to 163 in 2025.

Of these, 124 violations took place
during Operation Sindoor, the report
said.

On the situation along the Northern
Front, the Ministry of Defence said
2025 witnessed a significant reduction
in the deployment of China's People's
Liberation Army (PLA) forces opposite
the Northern Borders.

It said 10 combined-arms brigade-
sized PLA forces remained deployed in
areas along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) and in traditional training areas.

The Indian Army's deployment across
all sectors along the LAC remained
"robust, well-poised and prepared" to
deal with any emerging contingency,
the report said—(KNO)

Rain, Thundershowers

stations, Qazigund recorded a maxi-
mum of 26.5 degrees Celsius and a min-
imum of 11.6 degrees Celsius, while
Pahalgam recorded 23.9 degrees Celsius
and 8.9 degrees Celsius respectively.

Kupwara recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 30.9 degrees Celsius and a
minimum of 11.9 degrees Celsius, while
Kokernag recorded 28.6 degrees Celsius
and 11.8 degrees Celsius.

Gulmarg recorded a maximum of 21.8
degrees Celsius and a minimum of 8.7
degrees Celsius, making it among the
cooler locations in the Valley.

In Jammu division, Katra recorded a
maximum temperature of 31.7 degrees
Celsius and a minimum of 20.9 degrees
Celsius, while Banihal recorded 29.5
degrees Celsius and 13.6 degrees Cel-
sius respectively.

The weather department advised
farmers to continue harvesting apple
and paddy crops along with other agri-
cultural operations, while taking pre-
cautions in view of the possibility of
thunderstorms, lightning and gusty
winds.

The MeT department said the fore-
cast could change depending on evolv-
ing weather conditions—(KNO)

Opposition To Corner

the lopsided reservation policy, and
regularising daily wagers in govern-
ment service. “The Session’s duration
is short, and we will try to raise the
maximum number of public issues,
especially the electoral promises made
by the National Conference on both the
governance and political fronts,” Para
said.

National Conference spokesperson
Imran Nabi Dar said his party will
present its progress report to the
people. “The issues of the people are
of paramount importance to us. The
government is doing its best to fulfil
its electoral promises. We do not claim
that we have done everything, but we
certainly are on the way to fulfil them,”
Dar said.

He said he expects the opposition
party to play a responsible role in the
Legislative Assembly and not create a
sensation.

“Parliamentary democracy envisag-
es that the opposition asks questions
about public issues and the government
is answerable. We will do our part with
sincerity,” he said. According to the
provisional calendar issued by Speak-
er of the Legislative Assembly Abdul
Rahim Rather, the Session will begin
with obituary references on September
21, followed by government business
the next day.

The House will discuss private mem-
bers’ bills on September 24, followed by
private members’ resolutions the next
day. On September 28, the House will
again discuss private members’ bills,
followed by government business on
September 29 and 30.

BRICS Summit

energy, as well as the protection of
civilians and civilian infrastructure.

The External Affairs Minister said
the summit’s agenda remained focused
on the economy, development and
technology, with a strong emphasis on
standing up for the Global South.

“The agenda was focused on the
economy, on development, on technol-
ogy, for the Global South, standing up
for the Global South. That was a very
strong message which came out,” he
said.

Jaishankar said the two key sessions
of the summit, focused on reform and
resilience, were “uniting themes” that
helped countries come together despite
their differences.

The EAM also highlighted the con-
sensus achieved on terrorism, saying
BRICS made clear that terrorism in all
its forms and manifestations was unac-
ceptable.

He pointed to the New Delhi Declara-
tion’s strong condemnation of the April
22, 2025, Pahalgam terror attack and
its call for “zero tolerance” towards
terrorism and rejection of double stan-
dards in countering the menace.

“BRICS was very clear that any act of
terrorism is criminal, and they, in fact,
explicitly recognised the unacceptabil-
ity of the Pahalgam attack of 22 April
2025,” Jaishankar said.

He said the declaration condemned
terrorism, including cross-border ter-
rorism, and called for accountability
for those involved in terrorist activities
and their supporters.

Concluding his remarks, Jaishankar
said the summit reflected Prime Minis-
ter Modi’s message of dialogue, diplo-
macy and development.

“Many people said it won’t happen. It
did happen. It did happen. It happened
in New Delhi, and it happened under
Prime Minister Modi’s leadership,” he
said.

'El Nino Likely

Disturbance occurs, it can be help-
ful,” Ahmad said.

He said Jammu and Kashmir had
experienced a similar pattern in recent
years, with prolonged dry periods fol-
lowed by one or two snowfall spells that
were generally weaker than expected.

The MeT director said frequent but
feeble Western Disturbances (WDs)
were currently affecting the region,
generally arriving every third or fourth
day but producing little significant
weather activity.

“These are mostly feeble Western Dis-
turbances. In the mountainous areas of
North Kashmir, we may see some light
snow or cloudiness, but there has been
no major weather activity,” he said.

Ahmad said a strong Western Distur-
bance, particularly during the begin-
ning or peak of winter, would be impor-
tant for the region.

He also linked the changing snow-
fall pattern to climate change and

ADDRESS:- SADAT MARKET, NEAR PNB, SHADIPORA SUMBAL

rising temperatures, saying warmer
conditions were altering the form and
timing of precipitation in the Himala-
yan region.

Over the past four to five years, he
said, Kashmir has not consistently
received snowfall during the peak
winter period, resulting in shorter-last-
ing snow cover and longer dry spells.

“Timely snowfall, especially in hilly
states like Jammu and Kashmir and
other Himalayan regions such as Him-
achal Pradesh and Uttarakhand, is as
important as rainfall during summer,”
Ahmad said.

He explained that snowfall during the
peak winter months has a longer-last-
ing impact because lower temperatures
allow snow to remain on the ground
and contribute to glacier recharge.
Snowfall occurring later in February
or March can also be beneficial, but
warmer temperatures can cause it to
melt more rapidly.

“Due to rising temperatures, the
snow melts quickly. So timely snowfall
is very important for the Himalayan
region,” he said.

On the precipitation situation in
Jammu and Kashmir, Ahmad said the
overall seasonal scenario was cur-
rently near normal despite significant
variations between individual months.

He said July recorded 35 per cent
excess rainfall, although the early
monsoon period also caused consider-
able losses. August, however, record-
ed around 25 per cent rainfall deficit,
with some spells occurring during the
month but without consistent or wide-
spread activity.

“Overall, the precipitation scenario
for the season is almost near normal,”
he said.

Ahmad also dismissed claims that
February or winter itself would some-
how be absent this year, saying such
conclusions could not be drawn from
seasonal forecasts.

He advised people to remain posi-
tive, saying snowfall and rain were
still expected even though the overall
winter could be milder than normal.

“Let us see what happens. It is very
difficult to say from now. These things
are very dynamic. There will be snow,
God willing, and there will be rain,” he
said— (KNO)

After Setbacks,

markets outside Jammu and Kashmir
had improved and growers were ben-
efiting from better returns.

"Markets like Delhi, Jaipur and Ben-
galuru are showing good demand for
Kashmir apples. If this demand con-
tinues and transportation remains
smooth, this can be a much better
season for growers," he said.

Meanwhile, the improved market
conditions have also prompted some
growers in lower belts to harvest apples
prematurely in an attempt to take
advantage of the current demand.

Fruit traders have cautioned growers
against such practices, saying apples
picked before attaining proper matu-
rity and colour often fail to command
premium prices.

"Demand is certainly good, but grow-
ers should not misunderstand the situ-
ation. The market is demanding quality
apples, not immature fruit. If apples
are harvested prematurely, their size,
colour, taste and keeping quality can
suffer, and ultimately the grower may
get a lower rate," said Mohammad
Ashraf Mir, a trader from Fruit Mandi
Pulwama.

Lateef Ahmad, another trader from
Fruit Mandi Jablipora, said growers
could benefit more by allowing the fruit
to mature properly instead of rushing
it to the market.

"Even if demand falls slightly later,
good-quality apples will continue to
find buyers. Quality produce always
has an advantage in the market. Prema-
ture harvesting may give an immediate
opportunity, but it can affect the final
return," he said.

Growers said transportation has
so far remained relatively smooth on
the Srinagar-Jammu National High-
way (NH-44), which is another positive
development compared to the difficul-
ties faced during the previous season.

"Last year, highway disruptions
added to our problems when the crop
was ready for market. This year, trans-
portation is going well so far. We hope
there are no major disruptions during
the peak harvesting period," Yousuf
said.

As harvesting gradually moves from
the lower belts towards the higher
reaches, growers are hoping that the
present demand remains stable through
the season. With traditional Delicious
varieties expected to enter the market
in the coming weeks, growers said sus-
tained demand, fair prices and uninter-

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK %7 twitter.com/GMKashmir &> www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

SRINAGAR | Tuesday-15-September-2026

rupted transportation would be cru-
cial to making the season financially
rewarding.

It is pertinent to mention here that
more than half of the population in
Kashmir are directly or indirectly
dependent on the fruit industry—(KNO)

Speaker Calls

session, commencing on Septem-
ber 21. The session is expected to be
stormy, with the principal opposition
BJP and smaller Kashmir-based par-
ties like PDP, PC and AIP preparing to
corner the government on a range of
governance and administrative issues.

The BJP has already begun its prep-
arations, with Leader of Opposition
Sunil Kumar Sharma scheduled to
chair a meeting of party legislators
at the party headquarters in Jammu
tomorrow.

As per the calendar issued by the
Assembly Secretariat, four days have
been scheduled for Government busi-
ness and three for Private Member Bills
and Resolutions. While two days have
been earmarked for Private Member
Bills, all eyes are expected to be on
Government Bills, given that Private
Member Bills seldom pass. Private
Member Bills almost never succeed in
the Lok Sabha or the J&K Assembly
due to procedural hurdles.

The Government is expected to intro-
duce four bills during the session—
(KNO)

J&K’s Domestic

2027-28, the region is likely to require
additional 151 MWs of power during the
peak time with a total demand projec-
tion of 3964 MWs.

Furthermore, the projections said
that in the year 2028-29, Jammu and
Kashmir may require additional 300
MWs of power during the peak hours
in comparison to the projected demand
of the ongoing fiscal.

The official figures also said that in
the year 2029-30, Jammu and Kashmir
will likely have a peak demand of 4262
MWs that amounts to 449 MWs of addi-
tional energy demand to the projection
made for the year 2026-27.

Pertinently, this news agency ear-
lier reported that in the past 12 years,
Jammu and Kashmir has witnessed a
surge in power demand by more than
24 percent.

The Government of India (Gol) had
said that from the fiscal 2014-15 to 2025-
26, Jammu and Kashmir recorded a
surge in demand of 3,971 MU.

The official figures further reveal
that the annual energy demand in J&Kmm-$
rose from 16,214 Million Units (MU) in
2014-15 to 20,185 MU in 2025-26.

It also said that the peak power
demand at 20,374 MU was recorded in
2024-25—(KNO)
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Rs 337 lakh boost for Mankote heritage sites

Javed Rana announces development of
Ramkund Temple, Lower Devta, Chotey Shah

GMK NEWS NETWORK

MANKOTE: In a major
push to promote heritage
and religious tourism in
the Pir Panjal region, Min-
ister for Jal Shakti, Forest,
Ecology & Environment
and Tribal Affairs, Javed
Ahmed Rana, Monday
announced development of
key heritage and religious
sites in Mankote, while
addressing a gathering in
the area.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of preserving the
region's rich cultural and
religious heritage, the
Minister informed that an
amount of %173 lakh has
been earmarked for devel-
opment of the historic
Ramkund Temple, a promi-
nent heritage and religious
site in the area. Similarly,
78 lakh have been pro-
vided for development of
Lower Devta while 386

lakh have been earmarked
for development of Chotey
Shah.

"These places hold
immense religious, cultural
and heritage significance
and attract a large number
of pilgrims and visitors,"
said the Minister. He added
that their systematic devel-
opment will help preserve
the region's invaluable
heritage while promoting
religious and heritage tour-
ism in Mankote and adjoin-
ing areas. He said improved
infrastructure and better

facilities for pilgrims and vis-
itors will enhance the tour-
ism potential of the region
and generate opportunities
for local employment and
economic activities.

The Minister said the
government is commit-
ted to promote tourism by
developing religious, cul-
tural and heritage destina-
tions across the region. He
added that development of
Ramkund Temple, Lower
Devta and Chotey Shah
will help place these sites
on the tourism map and

NEWS

encourage more visitors to
explore the area's rich heri-
tage and natural beauty.
During his address,
the Minister apprised the
public of various develop-
ment projects, works and
schemes presently under
execution in the area. He
also highlighted the new
schemes and projects
approved or proposed for
execution during the cur-
rent financial year 2026-27.
He said sustained efforts
are being made to ensure
comprehensive and bal-

anced development of the
region, with special focus
on strengthening basic
infrastructure, improving
public amenities and creat-
ing new opportunities for
the local population.

Later, the Minister
convened a meeting with
officers of the concerned
departments to review the
pace of ongoing works in
the area.

During the meeting,
he directed the officers to
accord utmost priority to
public welfare and ensure
that all development proj-
ects under execution are
taken to their logical con-
clusion within the stipu-
lated timeframe, without
compromising on quality
of work.

The Minister said that
efforts would continue to
bring development to every
village and every section of
the society.

Nine-year-old
recovered from Nalla
in Bandipora

MLA Bandipora calls recovery ‘a big relief’,
expresses solidarity with bereaved family

SAJID RAINA

BANDIPORA: The body
of a nine-year-old boy,
who had drowned in Mad-
humati Nalla near Dis-
trict Police Lines (DPL)
in Bandipora, was recov-
ered on Monday after a
five-day search operation,
officials said.

An official said that the
body was recovered follow-
ing sustained joint search

< efforts by teams of the

State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF), police, civil
administration and local
volunteers.

The boy had drowned
on September 10 and
remained untraced since

then.

He said the body was
retrieved after five days
and would be handed over
to the family after comple-
tion of legal formalities.
The deceased was identi-
fied as Momin Ahmad (9), a
resident of Ganie Mohalla
in the Kuloosa area of Ban-
dipora.

Meanwhile, Bandipora
MLA Nizamuddin Bhat,
in a post on X, wrote, “A
big relief. Momin’s body
is retrieved from Madhu-
mati. We are obliged to
all who put in effort and
stood in solidarity with
the bereaved family. Their
grief, sorrow and pain is
shared. RIP.” —(KNO)

ADDC Bandipora reviews
implementation of NAPS-PRAGATI

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Additional Dis-
trict Development Commissioner
(ADDC), Bandipora, Nazir Ahmad
Mir, Monday chaired a meet-
ing to review and accelerate the
implementation of the National
Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme
(NAPS)-PRAGATI in the district.
The meeting was attended
by various departments and
agencies, including the Head of
Project, NHPC (KGHEP), Project
Director NHAI, Chief Education
Officer, Chief Horticulture Officer,
Assistant Labour Commissioner,
State Taxes Officer, Executive
Engineers, all Block Develop-
ment Officers of the District,
Municipal Council, Cooperative
Department, J&K Bank and other
concerned officers. Officers from
Gurez and Sumbal participated

through the Video Conference.

During the meeting, the
ADDC stressed the importance of
maximum registration of estab-
lishments on the NAPS portal
to ensure greater participation
of government departments,
institutions and other eligible
establishments in apprentice-
ship opportunities for local youth.

A department-wise target of
establishments has been fixed for
registration on the NAPS portal,
with specific targets assigned to
different departments and field
formations.

The ADDC directed all con-
cerned officers to work in a
coordinated and mission-ori-
ented manner and achieve their
assigned targets within the stipu-
lated timeline, emphasizing that
registration should be taken up
on a priority basis.

DC G'bal chairs DLRC-DCC
Meeting for Quarter Endmg

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Deputy
Commissioner Ganderbal,
Jatin Kishore, Monday
chaired a meeting of the
District Level Review Com-
mittee (DLRC) and District
Level Consultative Com-
mittee (DCC) to review the
performance of banks and
line departments for the
quarter ending June 2026
and assess the progress
under the Annual Credit
Plan (ACP).

At the outset, the Lead
District Manager, Gan-
derbal, presented a com-
prehensive review of the
bank-wise performance,
covering deposits, advanc-
es and Credit Deposit Ratio
(CDR). It was informed that
the overall CDR of banks in
the district stood at 94.29
percent.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner stressed upon the
banks to further enhance
credit flow to the agricul-
ture sector and ensure
adequate financial sup-
port to farmers and other
beneficiaries. He directed
the banking institutions to
improve their credit dis-
pensation mechanism and
facilitate timely disposal of
cases.

The DC also directed
banks and line depart-
ments to expedite disposal
of pending cases under
various Government
schemes, including KCC,
PMFME, PM Surya Ghar
and Mission YUVA, besides
other flagship schemes, so
that eligible beneficiaries
are able to avail the intend-
ed benefits without delay.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of outreach and
awareness, the Deputy
Commissioner directed
that information regard-
ing various Government

schemes and credit linked
programmes be integrated
into regular departmental
activities, with active par-
ticipation of concerned
officers to ensure wider
coverage and effective
implementation.

The performance
under various Social
Security Schemes (SSS),
including Pradhan
Mantri Suraksha Bima
Yojana (PMSBY), Prad-
han Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Bima Yojana (PMJJBY),
Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana (PMJDY)
and Atal Pension Yojana
(APY), was also reviewed.
The DC directed banks
and line departments to
work in close coordina-
tion to ensure 100 percent
coverage of all eligible
beneficiaries under these
welfare schemes.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner further instructed
officers of all concerned
line departments to per-
sonally monitor the prog-
ress of flagship schemes,
identify bottlenecks and
make dedicated efforts
for resolution of pend-
ing cases to ensure their
timely disposal.

The DC called for
sustained coordination
between banks and line
departments to improve
credit delivery, financial
inclusion and implemen-
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OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR GANDERBAL

Subject:-

Ref:

Construction and upgradation of existing 2 land to 4 land dual carriageway NH standard from Pandach
to Manigam section of NH1 as per part of Srinagar Ring Road Phase-Il A under NH (0) in the UT of
Jammu and Kashmir.
Mintues of Meeting issued by Deputy Commissioner Ganderbal vide No. DCG/LAS/2026/RR/Phase
[1A/2327-33 dated 25-08-2026

AUCTION NOTICE

Apropos to the above captioned subject and reference. The auction proceedings of below mentioned 58 No. of Chinar tree(s)/branch(s)
for construction/upgradation of existing 2 land to 4 land dual/ carriage way NH Pandach to Manigam (RR Phase-ll) is fixed as under:

S.No. |Title Date of Auction [Location
1 Chinar trees mentioned as priority -1 on the enclosed list of Chinar trees 18-09-2026  |On spot
2 Chinar trees mentioned as priority -2 & 3 on the enclosed list of Chinartrees  {19-09-2026  {On spot

Dated:-02 .09.2026

No:-TG/MM/CT-NH1/2026/ 549-60

As such, the following officers/committee members along with the undersigned are requested to personally participate in the auction
proceedings on above mentioned date.

1. Divisional Forest Officer, Sindh Forest Division Ganderbal
2. Divisional Forest Officer, Social Forestry Division Ganderbal
3. District Treasury Officer, Ganderbal

4, Chinar Development Officer, Ganderbal

DIPK-5672-26

DT: 14/09/2026

Tehsildar Ganderbal

tation of Government
sponsored schemes in the
district. He emphasised
that coordinated efforts
should be made to ensure
that the benefits of various
schemes reach the intend-
ed beneficiaries in a timely
and transparent manner.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional District
Development Commis-
sioner Ganderbal, General
Manager DIC Ganderbal,
Chief Planning Officer,
Ganderbal, Lead District
Officer RBI, Chief Agri-
culture Officer Ganderbal,
Chief Horticulture Officer
Ganderbal, District Sheep
Husbandry Officer Gan-
derbal, Assistant Director
Employment Ganderbal,
Assistant Director Fish-
eries Ganderbal, Assis-
tant Director Handicraft/
Handloom Ganderbal,
Area Marketing Officer
Horticulture (P&M) Gan-
derbal, Deputy Registrar
Cooperative Ganderbal,
District Officer KVIB Gan-
derbal, Cluster Head J&K
Bank Ganderbal, Director
JKRBT Ganderbal, Lead
District Manager Gander-
bal, and representatives/
Branch Heads of SBI,
JKSCB, HDFC Bank, J&K
Grameen Bank, Punjab
National Bank, Canara
Bank, Axis Bank and ICICI
Bank, besides other con-
cerned officers.
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Dy CM visits Machail, reviews
development WOI'kS

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KISHTWAR: Deputy Chief
Minister, Surinder Kumar
Choudhary, Monday on the
first day of his 2-day visit to
Kishtwar district, visited
Tehsil Machail, Sub Divi-
sion Paddar and reviewed
the ongoing development
works there.

During his visit, he
paid obeisance at the Shri
Machail Mata Ji Temple
and laid the foundation
stone for construction of a
PWD guest house near Shri

Machail Mata Ji Bhawan.
The guest house is esti-
mated to be constructed at
a cost of Rs 3.75 crore.

The facility is aimed at

strengthening the accom-
modation infrastructure
at Machail and supporting
the requirements associ-
ated with the area.

Labroo reviews infrastructure
upgradation Plan for Bakshi Stadium

GMK NERWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Sri-
nagar, Akshay Labroo, on
Monday chaired a meet-
ing of concerned Officers
at the Conference Hall of
the DC Office Complex to
review the proposed plan
and measures for compre-
hensive infrastructure
upgradation of Bakshi
Stadium.

The proposed upgrada-
tion is aimed at improv-
ing the stadium’s infra-
structure and facilities,
enhancing seating capac-
ity and providing roofing
for public stands, besides
improving accessibility
and the drainage system
to host sporting events
and other major activi-
ties throughout the year
in Srinagar.

At the outset, the Deputy
Commissioner took a
detailed review of the
proposed infrastructure
interventions at Bakshi
Stadium, with particular
focus on enhancement of
the seating capacity of the
Central Pavilion, expan-
sion and improvement
of the North and South
Pavilions, roofing of public
stands and upgradation of

the entrance to the main
ground.

The meeting also dis-
cussed various allied works
required to strengthen the
overall infrastructure of
the stadium and improve
facilities for players, spec-
tators and officials.

On the occasion, the DC
directed the concerned
Officers to work out the
requirements in detail and
prepare a comprehensive
Detailed Project Report
(DPR) incorporating all
proposed infrastructure
works, along with other
allied interventions
required for the overall
improvement and modern-
ization of the Stadium.

The DC emphasized
that the proposed upgra-
dation should be planned
with a long-term perspec-
tive, keeping in view the
growing requirements for
hosting major sporting
events, tournaments and
other public activities.
He called for a thorough
assessment of the existing
infrastructure, identifica-
tion of gaps and incorpora-
tion of durable, functional
and sustainable solutions
in the proposed DPR.

He further directed the
concerned Departments to

ensure that all proposed
interventions are tech-
nically sound, properly
assessed and planned in a
coordinated manner, while
keeping in view the need
to minimize disruption to
ongoing sporting activities
at the stadium.

The DC further direct-
ed that augmentation and
improvement of the exist-
ing drainage network
be accorded due prior-
ity in the DPR to effec-
tively address the issue of
waterlogging, particularly
during periods of heavy
rainfall. He stressed that
the drainage interventions
should be planned compre-
hensively to ensure proper
water disposal and better
usability of the stadium
premises throughout the
year.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner,
Aadil Fareed, Chief
Planning Officer Fayaz
Ahmad Dar, Superin-
tending Engineer, R&B
South, Tatheer Manzoor,
SDM West, Irfan Baha-
dur, Executive Engineer,
R&B, Khalid Mehmood,

Executive Engineer, J &K_@

Sports Council and other
concerned Officers.
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JAL SHAKTI (PHE) DEPTT.

Ground Water Division Srinagar Bagh i-A | i-Mardan, NowsharaSrinagar.
E-mail - hakeemmushtaq.75316@jkgov.in

Subject:
Reference:

EXTENSION NOTICE 5TH
Construction of Bore well at District Jail Anantnag.
This office e-NIT No. 27/JS-PHE/GWDS/Mech. of 2026-27, issued vide
endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp/3838-51, dated: 06-07-
2026. Bearing Tender ID No. 2026_PH E_314814_1
Due to "NO Response" for the above mentioned works advertised vide e-NIT No. and
Tender ID No under reference. Which was scheduled to be downloaded till 14-09-2026
Up-to 11:00 AM are extended as per the details given below: -

Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285

S.No. |[ltem Fresh Date

1. Last date & Time of submission of bids  {28-09-2026 Up-to 11:00 AM
2. Date & Time of opening of tenders 29-09-2026 Up-to 11:00 AM
NOTE:

All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in the aforesaid e-NIT issued

vide above referred endstt: nos.
No: -JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp./ 10055-69.

Dated: 14-09-2026.
DIPK-5699-26
DT: 14/09/2026

Ground Water Division Srinagar.

Sd/=
Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.

GOVERNMENT OF UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

- OFFIGE OF THE TEHSILDAR GANDERBAL

Subject:-

Ref:

Construction and upgradation of existing 2 land to 4 land dual carriageway NH standard from Pandach
to Manigam section of NH1 as per part of Srinagar Ring Road Phase-Il A under NH (0) in the UT of
Jammu and Kashmir.
Mintues of Meeting issued by Deputy Commissioner Ganderbal vide No. DCG/LAS/2026/RR/Phase
11A/2327-33 dated 25-08-2026

AUCTION NOTICE

Apropos to the above captioned subject and reference. The auction proceedings of below mentioned 06 No. of Chinar tree(s)/branch(s)
for construction/upgradation of existing 2 land to 4 land dual/carriage way NH Pandach to Manigam (RR Phase-l) is fixed on 17-09-

2026 on spot.
S.No. as per List provided Location Chinage | Khasra No. | Recommendation

15 Beehama 2+470 | 415 min Uproot.

16 Beehama 2+540 | 476 min Uproot

17 Beehama 2+550 | 476 min Uproot

19 Beehama 2+800 | 415 min Branch Cutting
26 Ganderbal Arampora | 4+180 | 628 min Branch Cutting

29 Ganderbal Arampora | 4+650 | 581 min |Branch Cutting 03 No.

above mentioned date.

Dated:-02.09.2026

No:-TG/MM/CT-NH1/2026/ 549-60

As such, the following officers/committee members are requested to personally participate in the auction proceedings on

1. Divisional Forest Officer, Sindh Forest Division Ganderbal
2. Divisional Forest Officer, Social Forestry Division Ganderbal
3. District Treasury Officer, Ganderbal

4. Tehsildar Ganderbal

5. Chinar Development Officer , Ganderbal

DIPK-5671-26
DT: 14/09/2026

Tehsildar Ganderbal
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Satish Sharma launches
Hyderabad Hawks Jersey

Reaffirms commitment to Para Sports promotion in J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for
Youth Services & Sports,
Jammu & Kashmir, Satish
Sharma, Monday reaf-
firmed the government's
commitment towards the
promotion of para sports
and empowerment of dif-
ferently-abled sportsper-
sons, stating that every
athlete deserves equal
opportunities to excel and
bring laurels to the nation.

The Minister made these
remarks while interacting
with a delegation of the JK
Divyang Welfare Associa-
tion (JKDWA), which called
on him at the Civil Secre-
tariat, Srinagar.

During the meeting,
Satish Sharma formally
launched the jersey of
Hyderabad Hawks, a fran-
chise participating in the
upcoming Radiant World
Para Cricket League,
scheduled to be held from
October 6 to 11, 2026, in
Agra, Uttar Pradesh.

The delegation was
comprised of Sayed Shah
Aziz, Captain of the Indian
Differently-Abled Cricket
Team and Hyderabad
Hawks; General Secre-
tary JK Divyang Welfare
Association Pirzada Sayed

Ty
i

A

Nissar Hussain Shah and
association member Man-
mohan Singh.
Congratulating Sayed
Shah Aziz on his remark-
able achievements, the
Minister described him as
a role model for the aspir-
ing athletes and a source of
pride for Jammu & Kash-
mir. He said that Aziz's
journey from Poonch to
leading the Indian Differ-
ently-Abled Cricket Team

CSF::?#M s)

reflects the extraordinary
determination, talent and
resilience of the youth of
Jammu & Kashmir.

Extending his best
wishes to Hyderabad
Hawks for the forthcom-
ing tournament, Satish
Sharma expressed confi-
dence that the team would
perform exceptionally well
and continue to inspire
countless sportspersons
across the country.

SPORTS

|

The Minister also held
detailed discussions with
the delegation regarding
the development of dis-
ability sports in Jammu &
Kashmir.

Various issues related
to the promotion of para
cricket and para sports,
including infrastructure,
training facilities, sporting
opportunities, recognition
and institutional support for
differently-abled athletes,

were deliberated upon.

Satish Sharma empha-
sized that the government
is committed to create an
inclusive sports ecosystem
where athletes with disabil-
ities receive the support
and facilities necessary to
realise their full potential.
He said that sports serve
as a powerful medium of
empowerment, confidence-
building and social inclu-
sion. He reiterated that the
aspirations of differently-
abled athletes would be
given due attention.

The Minister said that
the achievements of para
athletes from Jammu &
Kashmir have demonstrat-
ed that physical limitations
can never become barriers
to excellence when determi-
nation and dedication are
coupled with opportunity
and support. He stressed the
need to further strengthen
the initiatives aimed at
encouraging greater partici-
pation of differently-abled
youth in sports activities
across Jammu and Kashmir.

The JK Divyang Welfare
Association appreciated
the Minister's keen inter-
est in the development of
para sports and thanked

him for his encouragement :

and support.
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District Jammu wins Divisional-Level
Boys U-19 Kabaddi Championship;
Ramban emerges Runner-Up

GMK SPORTS DESK

DODA: District Jammu
emerged victorious in the
Inter-District Divisional-
Level Boys Under-19 Kabad-
di Tournament, defeating
District Ramban in a closely
contested final held here at
the Indoor Stadium.

The three-day tourna-
ment, held from September
12 to 14, 2026, was organised
by the District Youth Ser-
vices & Sports Department,
with participation of teams
from across districts of
Jammu Division. The tour-
nament was conducted in
accordance with the Activ-
ity Calendar issued by the
Directorate of Youth Servic-
es & Sports, J&K and as per
the assignment entrusted by
the Joint Director, Jammu.

The final witnessed an
intense contest between
Jammu and Ramban, with
District Jammu securing
victory by a narrow margin
of two points. District
Ramban put up a deter-
mined performance and

Aards

finished as the runners-up.

The tournament pro-
vided young players an
opportunity to compete
at the divisional level and
demonstrate their skills,
competitive spirit, disci-
pline and sportsmanship.
The encounters through-
out the championship
also reflected the growing
interest in Kabaddi among
young sportspersons of the
region.

The concluding cer-
emony was attended by
Chief Planning Officer
(CPO) Manish Kumar as
the Chief Guest. He con-
gratulated the participat-
ing teams on their perfor-
mances and appreciated
the Department of Youth
Services & Sports, Doda,
for providing young play-
ers with opportunities to
compete at the divisional
level and showcase their
sporting talent.

The successful conduct
of the championship was
facilitated by a dedicated
team of technical officials,
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referees and departmental
staff. The technical panel
was headed by Ashok
Kumar, Convener and
comprised Imran Mughal,
Koshal Sharma, Muzamil
Hussain, Parmod Thakur,
Satya Devi, Mohd. Saleem,
Bashir Ahmed, Sandeep
Kumar, Shafitullah, Suraj
Parkash, Vijay Kumar,
Vinod Bandral, Ajay
Sharma, Archana Devi,
Bandana Devi, Shallu
Devi, Bandu Devi, Veena
Devi, Ishtiaq Hussain,
Khalid Hussain, Naveed-
ul-Rehman, Mohd. Yousuf
and Mohd. Igbal.

The YSS Doda congratu-
lated Team Jammu on win-
ning the championship and
appreciated Team Ramban
for its spirited perfor-
mance. The efforts of all
participating teams, coach-
es, physical education staff,
technical officials, referees
and organising personnel
were also acknowledged
for ensuring the smooth
and fair conduct of the
tournament.

Sr Men Inter-Department
National Hockey: Railway Sports
Promotion Board clinch title

IANS

< mmm HYDERABAD: Railway

Sports Promotion Board
(RSPB) lifted the title after
a commanding 4-1 win in
the final over All India
Police Sports Control
Board as the 6th Hockey
India Senior Men Inter-
Department National
Championship 2026 con-
cluded in Hyderabad on
Monday.

Petroleum Sports Pro-
motion Board secured
third place with a lone-
goal win over Comptroller
& Auditor General of India
in the third-place playoff.

In the final, RSPB were
in inspired form, running
out 4-1 winners against All
India Police Sports Control
Board. Amandeep Lakra
(41’, 42°) struck twice, with
Deep Atul (20’) and Rohit
(36) also finding the net as
Railway Sports Promotion
Board sealed the champi-
onship in style. Shubham
(36°) scored the lone reply
for All India Police Sports
Control Board, who will
have to settle for the run-
ners-up spot.

Earlier in the day, Petro-
leum Sports Promotion
Board (PSPB) edged Comp-
troller & Auditor General of
India (CAG) 1-0 to claim third
place, with Affan Yousuf's
(53) strike proving the differ-

INTER-DEPARTMENT
CHAMPIONSHIP - 2026

4%-24% Septamber | Vanus  GacibowHockey Sadum Hydrobac

NATIONAL

CHAMPIONSHIP 2.
HYDERABAD, TELA

ence between the two sides.

When the final whistle
was blown, Railway Sports
Promotion Board brought
the curtain down on the 6th
Hockey India Senior Men
Inter-Department Nation-
al Championship 2026 as
deserving champions, cap-
ping off a tournament that
produced high-scoring con-
tests and dramatic finishes
throughout.

Railway Sports Pro-
motion Board and All
India Police Sports Con-
trol Board booked their
places in Monday's final
with hard-fought wins in
their respective semifinal
matches on Sunday.

In semifinal 1, Railway
Sports Promotion Board
edged past Petroleum
Sports Promotion Board
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2-1. Amandeep Lakra (9’,
27’) struck twice to see his
side through, while Gurjot
Singh's (45’) reply was not
enough for PSPB.

Semifinal 2 was settled
by a single goal, with All
India Police Sports Control
Board getting the better
of Comptroller & Auditor
General of India 1-0. Haris
Mohammad's (25’) strike
proved decisive as AIPSCB
held firm to book their spot
in the final.

Final Standings:

Champions: Railway
Sports Promotion Board

Runners-up: All India
Police Sports Control
Board

3rd Place: Petroleum
Sports Promotion Board

4th Place: Comptroller
& Auditor General of India

Kuldeep Yadav vows to return to County
Championship after picking 10-fer for Yorkshire

IANS

LEEDS: India’s left-arm
wrist-spinner Kuldeep
Yadav has promised to
return to the County
Championship after pick-
ing a career-best 10-wicket
match haul to spin York-
shire to an innings-and-
106-run victory over Essex
at Headingley.

Kuldeep took 4-70 in
the first innings before
returning figures of 6-50
in the second innings and
grabbed his first ten-wicket
performance in first-class
cricket, which in turn
secured Yorkshire’s Divi-
sion One status inside
three days.

Kuldeep, who joined
Yorkshire on a short-term
contract in July, earned
the County Champion-
ship Player of the Round
award for his match fig-
ures of 10-120. “When I was
about to get the sixth one,

I thought, ‘Give me one
more, let me complete the
ten-wicket haul!’ It’s not
the home conditions that I
grew up playingin, but this
is the ultimate home now,
so playing here and getting
a ten-for, it’s been so good,”
he said in a statement on
Monday.

Kuldeep dismantled the
Essex middle order across
both innings on a surface
that offered assistance
to spin, and adjusted his
line and pace to exploit
footmarks outside the
stumps. “It looked like a
good wicket to bat on. In
the first innings, there was
not much turn. It wasn’t a
rank turner; Headingley is
not known for that, so I was
just trying to make the bat-
ters make mistakes.

“Then in the second
innings I was trying to use
the footmarks to bring the
ball from outside to the
stumps. That was the plan,

and using more angles to
make the batters uncom-
fortable.”

Yorkshire head coach
Anthony McGrath praised
Kuldeep’s control and tac-
tical adaptability follow-
ing the victory. “You could
see how much he spins it
and his control of spin
was just sensational. If
you looked at how he put
his overs together — over
the wicket, round the
wicket... he was setting
the batters up.”

Kuldeep’s initial stint
was disrupted by his pres-
ence in India’s squad for
the 1-0 Test series win in
Sri Lanka before he fea-
tured in Yorkshire’s defeat
to Surrey at The Oval.
However, his performance
against Essex underlined
his match-winning capa-
bilities in red-ball cricket
as Yorkshire prepare for
their next fixture against
Somerset.

IANS

! NEW DELHI: The Board
: of Control for Cricket in
i India (BCCI) Vice-President
i Rajeev Shukla said the deci-
© sion not to accept the Wom-
: en’s Asia Cup from Asian
i Cricket Council (ACC) Presi-
© dent Mohsin Naqgvi follow-
i ing their tournament victo-
i ry in Dubai was something
| they decided after thorough
. discussion.

At the Dubai Inter-

i national Stadium, India
i defeated Sri Lanka by 72
i runs on Sunday to secure
: their record eighth Wom-
! en’s Asia Cup title. But

Harmanpreet Kaur's squad
declined to collect the
trophy from Naqvi, who
also serves as Pakistan’s

interior minister and head
of the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB).

The stance mirrored
the decision taken by the
Indian men's team after
their 2025 Asia Cup victory
over Pakistan. Following
a 50-minute delay, Naqgvi

distributed runners-up
medals to Sri Lanka before
the presentation ceremony
concluded abruptly.

“We discussed the trophy
issue and decided not to take
it from him. He didn't object
to it, and we told our team.
They gave whatever they

had and left. There was no
quarrel, no fight, no clash,
and what (Devajit) Saikia ji
said is right. When you sit
in a match, everyone sits
and meets there. It doesn't
mean that you have to criti-
cise them hugely. When you
sit in a match, everyone sits
there and meets all people
from various countries,”
Shukla told reporters after
returning from Dubai.

The incident happened
in the light of ongoing geo-
political tensions between
the two countries, with
the Indian men's side still
yet to collect their 2025
Asia Cup trophy. BCCI
secretary Devajit Saikia
and Shukla were seen
conversing cordially with
Nagvi in the Royal Box

Discussed about the Asia Cup trophy, decided
not to take it from Naqvi, says Shukla

during the match, as the
visuals drew wide social
media attention.

With the squad prepar-

ing to depart for the Asian gy

Games in Aichi Prefecture,
Japan, Shukla expressed
confidence that the team
would maintain their win-
ning momentum on the
international stage.

“We had won the Asian
Games. We have now won
the Asia Cup. Our women
have once again made us
feel honoured. We will con-
tinue to win. Our team is
going to Japan tomorrow,
and we will win there as
well. We have a lot of hope.
We have a lot of enthusiasm
in our women's team, and
they will give a very good
performance,” he added.

GREAT
MOVIES
BRIGHTER
TOGETHER

SAME
SCREEN
MORE
FEELINGS

VIRTUE IMAGES PRODUCTION
4917006590499

HINDI

THE MOVIE

INO

SRINAGAR

MOVIES SCHEDULE

— 15 SEPTEMBER 2026 —

MIRZAPUR:
THE MOVIE (A)

12:20 PM, 01:55 PM, 05:45 PM

ATMOS
11:05 AM, 02:55 PM, 06:45 PM

TICKETS AT:
www.bookmyshow.com | www.inoxmovies.com

BIGGER

S'C RiE EIN'S

TUESDAY

HAIWAAN (u/a 16+)

HINDI
10:40 AM, 07:30 PM

Paytm, Inox App, or directly from the
booking counter at the cinema.

BRIGHTER

TOMORROWS

CINEMA
CULTURE
COMMUNITY
ALWAYS

I’

HINDI WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

04:20 PM

HANUMAN ANSH (u)

CALL 95416 13868

For assistance with tickets




