
        CMYK                CMYK        

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2

www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

Srinagar   Sunday 06, September 2026 Vol: 17 Issue No: 212 Pages: 08 Price:  2/- (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa) RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA

...PAGE: 03

A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication Union Education Minister Shri @JoshiPralhad  writes that India's continuing 

tradition of celebrating teachers reflects the deep respect accorded to those 
who impart knowledge. He highlights the teacher's vital role in guiding the 
learner from information towards understanding and from understanding 
towards wisdom. The National Education Policy 2020, he says, represents a 
significant step in this direction, placing the learner at the centre of education.

PMO India
@PMOIndia
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LeT Terrorist Killed In 
Budgam Identified 
As Yasir: Police

NAVEED UL HAQ 

BUDGAM: The terrorist killed 
in a joint operation in the Ashdar 
Gali area of  Budgam district has 
been identified as Yasir, a Paki-
stani national affiliated with Lash-
kar-e-Taiba (LeT), the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police said on Saturday.

In a post on X, J&K Police, con-
firmed the identity of  the slain ter-
rorist, stating, “You Can Run But 
You Can’t Hide!”

Yasir was killed during Opera-
tion Ashdar, a joint search opera-
tion launched by the Indian Army, 

J&K Police and CRPF in the 
Ashdar Gali area based on specific 
intelligence inputs.

Earlier, according to the Army, 
security forces observed suspi-
cious movement during the opera-
tion and challenged the suspected 
terrorists, who opened fire on the 
troops. A fierce exchange of  fire 
followed, resulting in the neutrali-
sation of  one terrorist.

An AK-series rifle and other 
war-like stores were recovered 
from the site, the Army said. The 
operation had been underway 
since Thursday, P-06

      IFFJK 2026

J&K Set For Grand Cinematic 
Homecoming From Monday
135 Films From Over 40 Countries To Be Screened; Rs 96 Lakh Prize Purse, Over 300 Delegates

Kashmir Receives First 
Snowfall Of Season

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Rain lashed parts 
of  Jammu and Kashmir on Satur-
day, while Kashmir upper reaches 
recorded the season's first snow-
fall, bringing a nip in the air and 
signalling the gradual onset of  
autumn.

According to the details avail-
able, the rainfall was accompanied 
by hailstorms and gusty winds at 
a few places, including parts of  
Srinagar, while light snowfall was 
reported from the extreme higher 
reaches, including the mountains 
around Zojila Pass, Gumri, Gul-
marg and the Pir Panjal range.

Snowfall was also recorded over 
the higher reaches of  Srinagar, 
with Mahadev Peak seen P-06

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: A film 
fever is set to sweep 
across Kashmir from 
Monday, with the 
maiden International 
Film Festival of  Jammu 
& Kashmir (IFFJK) 2026 
bringing 135 films from 
over 40 countries to the 
Union Territory from 
September 7 to 10 under 
the theme ‘Rang-e-
Cinema’, as J&K seeks 
to revive its cinematic 
legacy and emerge as 
a destination for film-
making and cultural 
exchange.

Organised by the 
Department of  Infor-
mation and Public 
Relations (DIPR), Gov-

ernment of  J&K, the 
four-day festival aims 
to revive the region’s 
cinematic legacy, pro-
mote local talent and 

build a sustainable film 
economy.

Joint Director DIPR 
Shahnawaz Bukhari, 
speaking to reporters, 
said the festival was a 

well-intentioned effort 
to strengthen the natu-
ral connection between 
Bollywood and Kashmir 
and revive film tourism 
in the region.

“The connection 
between Bollywood 
and Kashmir is a natu-

ral one and should be 
strengthened. The rise 
of  Bollywood coincided 
with a time when films 
were extensively shot in 
J&K, but due to unfor-

tunate circumstances, 
that activity declined. 
We are now trying to 
promote film tourism 
here,” he said.

Bukhari said the 
government intends to 
institutionalise the fes-
tival as an annual event 
and use it as a platform 
to bring filmmakers, 
industry professionals, 
academicians and stu-
dents together.

“Our attempt is to 
bring Kashmir back into 
the frame. We would 
like J&K to become the 
film frame, rather than 
merely being a backdrop 
for films,” Bukhari said.

He said around 1,100 
films from 92 countries 
were received P-06

     Seizes 6.90 Kg Heroin

NCB Busts Two Cross-Border 
Drug Routes Into J&K

AGENCIES

JAMMU: Narcotics Control 
Bureau (NCB) investigations 
have exposed two key heroin 
trafficking routes from 
Pakistan into Jammu and 
Kashmir, with four major 
interceptions in the Jammu 
division over the past month 
resulting in seizure of  more 
than 6.90 kg of  heroin, an 
official said on Saturday.

The routes — one directly 
from Pakistan through north 
Kashmir’s Uri sector and 
the other via Punjab — have 

emerged as key conduits 
for movement of  heroin 
into Jammu and Kashmir, a 
spokesman of  NCB’s Jammu 
zonal unit said.

He said with the intercep-
tion of  four heroin consign-
ments in the Jammu division 
over the past month, along 
with a linked P-06

Govt Committed To Strengthening 

Education Ecosystem: Sakina Itoo
Says Govt Will Bring Resolution On TET In Upcoming Assembly Session

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for Educa-
tion, Social Welfare, Health and 
Medical Education, Sakeena Itoo, 
Saturday, said that the Govern-
ment will bring resolution on 
Teacher Eligibility Test during 
the upcoming Assembly Session 
of  Jammu and Kashmir Legisla-
tive Assembly.

The Minister made these 
remarks while addressing the 

Teachers’ Day celebrations held 
at the Sher-i-Kashmir Inter-
national Convention Centre 

(SKICC) here today.
Addressing a gathering of  

teachers, educationists, stu-
dents, senior officers and other 
stakeholders from the education 
sector, the Minister described 
teachers as the torchbearers 
of  the nation, saying that their 
contribution extends far beyond 
classrooms as they help shape 
the character, aspirations and 
values of  generations.

“Teachers are P-06

India Votes In Favour Of UNGA 
Resolution Endorsing New World Map

AGENCIES

UNITED NATIONS: India 
has voted in favour of  a UN 
General Assembly resolution 
aimed at correcting the world 
map to promote a “more 
accurate representation” of  
continental landmasses.

The 193-member UN Gen-
eral Assembly on Friday 
overwhelmingly adopted 
the resolution ‘“Correct the 
map”: rebalancing global 
cartographic representation 
and promoting equitable rep-
resentation of  the world’s 
regions, particularly Africa’.

The resolution was spon-

sored by Togo, receiving 164 
votes in favour, with absten-
tions from Estonia, Georgia, 
Lithuania, Moldova, Serbia 
and Ukraine, and a lone 
vote against from the United 
States.

The resolution noted that 
the Mercator projection, 
designed in the 16th century 
for navigational purposes, 
remains widely used in edu-
cational, media, digital and 
official materials, despite the 
considerable distortion of  
landmasses to the North and 
South, far from the equator.

The resolution also noted 
with “concern" P-06

25,000 MTs Of Apples Transported By Rail From Kashmir Last Season
'Railways Emerging As Alternative Mode Of Horticulture Transport, Reduce Logistical Hurdles'

WARIS FAYAZ

SRINAGAR: Around 25,000 
metric tonnes of  apples were 
transported from Kashmir by 
rail during the last season, 
Director Horticulture Plan-
ning and Marketing Ghulam 
Jeelani Zargar said on Satur-
day, calling railways an emerg-
ing alternative for transport-
ing horticultural produce to 
markets across the country.

“About 25,000 metric tonnes 
of  apples were transported by 
rail from Kashmir during the 
last season,” Zargar SAID.

He said the establishment 
of  rail connectivity between 
Kashmir and different parts 
of  the country marks a sig-
nificant milestone for the 

horticulture sector and offers 
a promising and cost-effective 
option for transporting pro-
duce, particularly during the 
peak apple season.

“There is a need for effec-
tive utilisation of  railway 
freight and Roll-on/Roll-off  
(Ro-Ro) services to further 
strengthen the transporta-
tion and marketing system,” 
Zargar said.

He said improved rail con-
nectivity can facilitate the 
timely movement of  produce, 
reduce logistical challenges 
and strengthen the overall 
transportation network, ben-
efiting growers, traders and 
other stakeholders associated 
with the horticulture sector.

Zargar was P-06

Gala, Kulu Fetch Good Returns

Apple Harvest Begins 
On Encouraging Note

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: The apple har-
vesting season in Kashmir has 
begun on an encouraging note, 
with early varieties such as Gala 
and Kulu fetching good returns 
in the market, bringing relief  
to fruit growers who had faced 
significant challenges during 
the previous season.

Although harvesting has 
so far started mainly in the 
low-lying and comparatively 
warmer areas of  the Valley, 
growers and traders said the 
initial market response has 
been positive. Kulu P-06

EAM  To Address Annual 
UNGA Session On Sep 26

AGENCIES

UNITED NATIONS: Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar will address the 
annual high-level UN Gen-
eral Assembly session on 
September 26.

The 81st session of  the UN 
General Assembly will kick-
off  on September 8, and world 
leaders will address the 193-
member organisation at the 
General Debate, which will 
run from September 22 to 28.

Jaishankar is scheduled to 
address the General Debate 
in the afternoon session on 
September 26, according to 
a revised provisional list of  

speakers for the high-level 
session released here Friday.

Brazil will be the tradition-
al first speaker at the General 
Debate that opens on Septem-
ber 22, followed by the US. The 
year-long 81st session of  the 
UN General Assembly will be 
presided over by P-06
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Comm SMC launches 
education initiative for 
children of sanitation workers

DC B'pora Inspects Ongoing Development 
Projects in Kudara, Aragam

SKUAST-K Promotes Sustainable 

Livelihoods, Urban Farming 

around Dal LakeSWD Shopain organises 
awareness programme to 
empower senior citizens

ADC Anantnag reviews progress 
under PM-SYM Scheme
Emphasises complete coverage 
through enhanced awareness

Dir Agri reviews expenditure status of 

Srinagar, Ganderbal districts

SKIMS Soura holds 
Workshop on Early Genetic 
Screening, Diagnosis in B'la

KPCDL 
announces 
power shutdown 
in Kashmir parts

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  
Engineer, Distribution, 
KPDCL has informed 
that the Shutdown of   33 
kV Airforce line will be 
observed due to which 
power supply to Hum-
hama, Jeelani Abad, 
Co-Operative Colony, 
Nadroo, Sheikhpora, 
PHQ, Airport, Hyder-
pora and adjoining 
areas will be affected 
from 10 AM to 02 PM 
on 07 September 2026.

Similarly, shutdown 
of  33 kV Awantipora-
Sangam-2nd line will be 
observed due to which 
power supply to Siamoh, 
K-koot, Kiagam, Hari-
parigam, Chakoora, Gul-
zarpora, Panzgam, Rail-
way and adjoining areas 
will be affected from 09 
AM to 03 PM on 08, 12 & 
15 September 2026.

JKCPJ Hosts Chapter 6 of 

‘Let’s Connect’ Season 2 

in Kupwara

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Commis-
sioner, Srinagar Munici-
pal Corporation (SMC), 
Faz Lul Haseeb, on Sat-
urday formally launched 
an education initiative 
aimed at supporting the 
academic aspirations of  
children of  the Corpora-
tion’s sanitation workers.

The initiative was 
inaugurated in the pres-
ence of  Joint Commis-
sioners, sanitation work-
ers and their children 
and parents, besides 
representatives of  par-
ticipating educational 
institutions.

The programme seeks 
to facilitate scholarship-
based coaching and aca-
demic support for eligible 
students, particularly 
those studying in Classes 
IX to XII and those aspir-
ing to pursue competi-
tive examinations such 
as NEET and JEE.

Speaking at the inau-
gural programme, the 
Commissioner said the 
initiative was rooted in 
the Corporation’s recog-
nition of  the contribution 
made by its sanitation 
workforce and its respon-
sibility towards creating 
meaningful opportuni-

ties for their children.
“Those who work 

every day to keep our 
city clean deserve to see 
their children move for-
ward with dignity, confi-
dence and opportunity. 
Education can be one of  
the strongest pathways to 
make that possible. This 
initiative is an invest-
ment in the aspirations 
of  the next generation," 
he added.

Faz Lul Haseeb said 
the initiative should not 
be viewed merely as an 
assistance programme, 
but as an effort to build 
a sustained ecosystem 
of  opportunity, mentor-
ship and educational 
advancement.

The initiative has been 
structured as a collab-
orative effort, with par-
ticipating educational 

institutions extending 
academic support to eli-
gible students. The Pri-
vate Coaching Centres 
Association of  Srinagar 
has facilitated the par-
ticipation of  its member 
institutions.

SMC will facilitate 
the identification and 
verification of  eligible 
students through a trans-
parent mechanism. The 
programme will cover 
students across Classes 
IX to XII as well as those 
preparing for NEET and 
JEE, in accordance with 
the prescribed eligibility 
and selection modalities.

The Commissioner 
said that the larger 
objective was to ensure 
that the contribution of  
the sanitation workforce 
translates into greater 
opportunities for the gen-

eration that follows.
The presence of  sani-

tation workers and their 
children at the inaugu-
ral programme gave the 
initiative a distinctive 
human dimension, plac-
ing their educational 
aspirations at the centre 
of  the Corporation’s 
intervention.

Commissioner Faz Lul 
Haseeb expressed appre-
ciation to the institutions 
that have joined the ini-
tiative and called for sus-
tained collaboration to 
progressively widen its 
reach.

The initiative is envis-
aged as an evolving 
platform through which 
SMC will continue to 
strengthen educational 
opportunities for eligible 
children of  its sanitation 
workforce.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Continuing its 
efforts towards building an 
inclusive and compassion-
ate society, Social Welfare 
Department (SWD) Shop-
ian, Saturday organised a 
Sensitization and Awareness 
Programme at Wachi, Zaina-
pora, focusing on the welfare 
and empowerment of  senior 
citizens and constructive 
engagement of  youth.

The programme was 
organised under Atal 
VAYO Abhyuday Yojana 
(AVYAY), the National 
Action Plan for Senior Citi-
zens, with the objective of  
creating awareness among 
senior citizens and youth 
about various welfare ini-
tiatives, legal provisions 
and support mechanisms 
available for the elderly.

The programme also 
served as a platform for 
intergenerational dia-
logue, with emphasis on 
strengthening family and 
community bonds, recog-
nising the valuable experi-
ence and wisdom of  senior 
citizens and encourag-
ing youth to contribute 

towards their care and 
well-being.

A large number of  
senior citizens from Wachi 
and adjoining areas par-
ticipated enthusiastically 
in the programme and 
appreciated the proactive 
outreach of  the Depart-
ment. Youth volunteers 
from NSS/NSKY also 
played an important role, 
demonstrating their com-
mitment to social service 
and community support.

The Tehsil Social Welfare 
Officer, Shopian, provided 
detailed information about 
the scheme and its various 
components and addressed 
queries raised by the par-
ticipants. Officials from 
Lead Bank also sensitised 
the participants about vari-
ous social security schemes, 
along with digital and finan-
cial literacy.

The Department reit-
erated its commitment 
to ensuring the dignity, 
healthcare, welfare and 
social security of  senior 
citizens and taking such 
initiatives to reach benefi-
ciaries across every corner 
of  district Shopian.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: In order to 
review the progress and 
implementation of  the 
Pradhan Mantri Shram 
Yogi Maandhan (PM-SYM) 
Scheme in the district, 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC) Anant-

nag, Vikas Ahlawat, Satur-
day chaired a meeting with 
the concerned stakehold-
ers at DC Office.

During the meeting, the 
ADC reviewed the status 
of  enrolment under the 
scheme and emphasized 
that all eligible unorgan-
ised workers must be reg-
istered on the PM-SYM 
portal. He directed the con-
cerned officers to identify 
and address gaps through 
enrollment drives in both 
rural and urban areas to 
ensure wider coverage of  
eligible beneficiaries.

The ADC stressed the 
need for effective inter-
departmental coordina-
tion among the concerned 
departments, Common 
Service Centres (CSCs) and 
local bodies to accelerate 
enrolment. He directed that 
awareness camps be organ-

ised across all Blocks and 
Urban Local Bodies(ULBs) 
to sensitise eligible workers 
about the benefits of  the 
scheme and facilitate their 
registration.

Ahlawat emphasized 
that VLEs, CSCs and KGCs 
must play a proactive role 
in mobilising and enrolling 

eligible workers. He further 
directed the Chief  Agricul-
ture Officer (CAO), Assis-
tant Labour Commissioner 
(ALC) and Executive Offi-
cers of  Municipal Commit-
tees to mobilise resources 
and ensure achievement of  
the enrolment targets within 
the stipulated timeframe.

The ADC called for 
time-bound action, regular 
monitoring and coordinated 
efforts by all stakeholders 
to ensure maximum cover-
age of  eligible unorganised 
workers under the PM-SYM 
scheme. The meeting was 
attended by the Chief Agri-
culture Officer, Assistant 
Labour Commissioner, 
Chief Executive Officer MC 
Anantnag, Executive Offi-
cers of  Municipal Councils 
and District Coordinator, 
CSCs Anantnag, among 
other concerned officials.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Director 
Agriculture Kashmir, 
Sartaj Ahmad Shah Sat-
urday chaired a compre-
hensive meeting to review 
implementation status 
of  different schemes, in 
Srinagar and Ganderbal 
districts, with respect to 
achievement of  physical 
and financial targets allo-
cated for the current finan-
cial year.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Chief  Agriculture 
Officer Srinagar, Chief  
Agriculture Officer Gan-
derbal, Deputy Director 
Planning, Drawing and 
Disbursing Officers and 
other senior officers of  the 
department.

During the meeting, 
the Director undertook a 

detailed review of  the phys-
ical and financial progress 
of  various schemes, imple-
mentation of  approved 
programmes, expenditure 
position and progress of  
ongoing developmental 
activities in both districts. 
He also assessed the field-
level implementation of  
various farmer-oriented 
initiatives and took feed-
back from the concerned 

officers regarding the 
challenges being faced in 
execution.

Sartaj Ahmad Shah 
stressed the need for 
ensuring timely and 
effective implementation 
of  all departmental pro-
grammes, with particular 
focus on achieving the 
prescribed targets within 
the stipulated timelines. 
He directed the officers to 

maintain close field-level 
coordination, accelerate 
the pace of  implementa-
tion and ensure optimum 
utilisation of  available 
resources.

The Director further 
emphasised that the ben-
efits of  various government 
schemes and initiatives 
should reach the farming 
community in a transpar-
ent, efficient and time-bound 
manner. He called upon the 
officers to remain proactive 
in addressing field-level 
issues and strengthen their 
outreach to farmers.

The Director laid spe-
cial emphasis on Aat-
manirbharta in Pulses and 
instructed the concerned 
officers to achieve all the 
targets earmarked for the 
year for implementation of  
the scheme.
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BANDIPORA: Deputy 
Commissioner Bandipora, 
Indu Kanwal Chib, Satur-
day conducted an extensive 
visit to the far-flung Upper 
Kudara and adjoining 
areas to inspect the prog-
ress of  various ongoing 
developmental projects.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner was accompanied 
by officers and engineers 
of  the concerned depart-
ments during the visit.

During the inspection, 
the Executive Engineer, 
PMGSY, apprised the DC 
of  the progress of  two 
major road projects being 
executed in the area.

It was informed that, 
the first project, Renewal 
Coat/Macadamization of  
the road from Chuntimulla 
to Kudara, being executed 
under Package No. JK03-
125, has a total length of  
7.50 km and an estimated 
cost of  Rs. 264.16 lakh. 
The Executive Engineer 
informed that approxi-
mately 3.5 km of  BT 
(Renewal Coat) has been 
executed so far, while the 
remaining work is targeted 
for completion within the 
next few weeks.

The second project, 
Construction and Mainte-
nance of  road from L022 

(Link Road) Kudara to 
Kudara Bala under Waste 
Plastic Technology, being 
executed under Package 
No. JK15-4003, has a total 
length of  2.90 km and 
has been taken up under 
PMGSY-IV, Batch-I (2025-
26) at an estimated cost of  
Rs. 590 lakh. The Executive 
Engineer informed that 
approximately 500 metres 
of  earthwork has been 
completed, while protec-
tion works are presently 
in progress.

Taking stock of  the 
progress, the DC directed 
the concerned executing 
agencies to accelerate the 
pace of  work while ensur-
ing adherence to pre-
scribed quality standards 
and technical specifica-
tions. She stressed that the 
works should be completed 
within the stipulated time-
lines, keeping in view the 
difficulties faced by the 
residents of  these far-flung 
areas. She also directed the 

officers to maintain close 
field-level monitoring and 
ensure timely resolution of  
any bottlenecks affecting 
execution.

The DC further instruct-
ed the concerned depart-
ments and executing 
agencies to exercise due 
care and caution while 
undertaking construction 
and road works in residen-
tial areas and ensure that 
households and private 
properties are not unnec-
essarily affected. She 
directed that all necessary 
measures be taken to pre-
vent any damage or loss 
to residential structures, 
boundary walls, utilities 
or other private property 
during execution, and that 
any unavoidable impact be 
dealt with strictly as per 
the applicable rules and 
procedures.

The DC subsequently 
inspected the ongoing 
Kudara Bridge project 
being executed by the 

R&B Department. The 
Executive Engineer, R&B, 
informed that the bridge 
is a 1×20 metre span truss 
girder bridge, sanctioned 
under NABARD RIDF-
XXVIII at an estimated cost 
of  Rs. 2.69 crore. The abut-
ment foundation works are 
presently in progress, and 
the project is targeted for 
completion by March 2027.

The DC directed the 
R&B Department to ensure 
regular monitoring of  the 
bridge construction and 
adherence to the approved 
timeline, besides maintain-
ing strict quality control at 
every stage of  execution. 
She also stressed that all 
requisite clearances, coor-
dination and technical 
requirements be addressed 
proactively to avoid any 
delay in completion.

Later, the DC visited 
Aragam village to inspect 
the near-completion Bridge 
project.

The Executive Engi-
neer, R&B, informed that 
the Aragam Bridge, a 1×20 
metre span plate girder 
bridge, has been sanctioned 
under NABARD RIDF-
XXVIII at an estimated 
cost of  Rs. 2.50 crore. The 
work is presently nearing 
completion, with approxi-
mately 95 per cent of  the 
project already completed.
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SRINAGAR: Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra (KVK) 
Srinagar, SKUAST-
Kashmir, launched a 
first-of-its-kind outreach 
campaign around Dal 
Lake to explore sustain-
able livelihood and urban 
farming opportunities 
for peri-urban and Dal-
dwelling farming com-
munities. The initiative 
focused on technical sup-
port, entrepreneurial skill 
development, awareness 
generation and access to 
quality farm inputs to 
enhance farm incomes 
and promote self-reliant 
livelihoods.

The outreach cam-
paign was undertaken as 
part of  KVK Srinagar's 
commitment to strength-
ening resilient livelihoods 
and empowering farm-
ing communities at the 
grassroots level under its 
mission, “No Village Too 
Remote, No Farmer Left 
Behind.”

To develop and docu-
ment a real-time database 
of  farming communities 

and their livelihood activi-
ties, a KVK team compris-
ing Dr. Rukhsar A. Dar, 
Dr. Showket A. Dar, Dr. 
Haseeb and Dr. Owais 
Bashir, under the lead-
ership of  Prof. & Head, 
Dr. S. A. Simnani, con-
ducted a comprehensive 
baseline transect walk 
across Meer Behri, Lati 
Mohalla, Kalan, Kralpora, 
Sofi Mohalla and Malik 
Mohalla, covering major 
vegetable-growing areas 
in and around Dal Lake.

During the interaction, 
Prof. Simnani sensitised 
farmers about the vision, 
mission and mandate of  
KVK and encouraged 
local youth to explore 
skill-development and 
entrepreneurship oppor-
tunities under national 
flagship programmes.

The technical sessions 
focused on Khet Bachao 
and sustainable agricul-
tural practices, includ-
ing natural and organic 
farming approaches, with 
emphasis on soil health, 
conservation of  natural 
resources, reduced depen-
dence on external inputs, 

environmentally respon-
sible food production and 
the One Health approach.

Farmers were also 
apprised of  JKCIP, HADP 
and other government-
supported initiatives, 
including relevant regis-
tration platforms through 
which eligible beneficia-
ries can access financial 
and technical assistance 
for establishing commer-
cial agribusiness enter-
prises.

The Phase-I interven-
tion culminated in an 
interactive scientist–
farmer session, during 
which experts from KVK 
Srinagar addressed farm-
ers' queries and discussed 
locally relevant livelihood 
and agricultural opportu-
nities. Zulfikar Ali Sofi, 
representing the commu-
nities of  Meer Behri, Lati 
Mohalla Kalan, Kralpora, 
Sofi Mohalla and Malik 
Mohalla, appreciated the 
efforts of  KVK Srinagar 
in extending agricul-
tural extension services 
and technical guidance 
to farming communities 
around Dal Lake.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Sher-
i-Kashmir Institute of  
Medical Sciences (SKIMS), 
Soura, in collaboration 
with the Chief  Medical 
Officer, Baramulla, organ-
ised a one-day workshop 
on “UMMID: Early Genetic 
Screening, Diagnosis and 
Counselling for Healthier 
Future” at Dak Bungalow, 
Baramulla.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC) Baram-
ulla, Syed Altaf  Hussain 
Musavi, was the Chief  
Guest on the occasion. 
The workshop brought 
together healthcare profes-
sionals and public health 
workers with the objec-
tive of  creating awareness 
about the early identifica-
tion, screening, diagnosis 
and counselling of  genetic 
and metabolic disorders 

among pregnant mothers 
and newborns.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, ADC Baramulla 
highlighted the impor-
tance of  early screening 
and timely diagnosis of  
genetic and metabolic dis-
orders, saying that early 
identification can facilitate 
appropriate intervention 
and counselling, thereby 
contributing towards a 
healthier future for chil-
dren and families.

He appreciated the 
efforts of  SKIMS Soura 
and the health department 
for organising the aware-
ness-oriented programme 
and stressed the need for 
strengthening coordina-
tion between healthcare 
institutions and field-level 
health workers for effec-
tive implementation of  
genetic screening initia-
tives.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: The JK 
Centre for Peace and Jus-
tice (JKCPJ) Saturday con-
ducted  sixth chapter of  its 
flagship programme, ‘Let’s 
Connect’ Season 2, here 
in north Kashmir's Kup-
wara district. The session 
brought together students 
for an interactive engage-
ment focused on mental 
well-being, self-awareness, 
and peer support.

The event aimed to 
create a safe and expres-
sive environment where 
participants could explore 
and articulate different 
facets of  their personalities. 
Through a series of  struc-
tured conversations and 
group activities, the stu-
dents were encouraged to 
understand the importance 
of  emotional expression 
while learning how to sup-

port their peers effectively.
The chapter featured a 

variety of  engaging activi-
ties designed to foster 
connection and empathy. 
These included a ‘Unique 
Introduction’ round, a 
creative exercise in ‘Draw-
ing a Landscape,’ and the 
energetic ‘Passing the Ball 
Game.’ Organisers noted 
that these activities were 
instrumental in help-
ing students build bonds, 
improve communication, 

and grasp the value of  
mutual understanding.

With students placed at 
the heart of  the initiative, 
the session prioritised open 
dialogues around mental 
health. It underscored the 
need for young people to 
become more attuned to 
their own emotional states 
while actively fostering a 
supportive environment 
for those around them.
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Edu Min congratulates 
people on J&K being 
declared fully literate UT

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minis-
ter for School Educa-
tion, Higher Education, 
Health & Medical Educa-
tion and Social Welfare, 
Sakeena Masood Itoo, 
has congratulated the 
people of  Jammu and 
Kashmir on the Union 
Territory being declared 
a fully literate UT under 
ULLAS–Nav Bharat Saa-
ksharta Karyakram.

In her message on 
Teachers’ Day celebrat-
ed at SKICC Srinagar, 
the Minister said the 
declaration of  J&K as 
Fully Literate UT, with 
over 95 percent literacy, 
treated as 100 percent as 
per Government of  India 
norms, is a moment of  
immense pride. She said 
J&K has emerged as the 
biggest State/UT till date 
to achieve this milestone 
and has secured 10th 
position nationally.

The Minister said, 
“This achievement is 
not merely a number 
or a statistic; it repre-

sents thousands of  lives 
transformed through 
the power of  education. 
ULLAS has demonstrat-
ed that when government 
commitment is strength-
ened by community par-
ticipation, every citizen 
can be brought within the 
fold of  learning, dignity 
and empowerment.”

Sakeena Itoo lauded 
the dedicated efforts of  
teachers, volunteers, 
learners, field func-
tionaries, educational 
institutions and district 
administrations, whose 
collective spirit of  Jan 
Bhagidari made this 
possible. She said from 
2023 to 2026, the School 
Education Department 
identified 7.58 lakh 
non-literates through 
door-to-door surveys 
and 5.53 lakh learners 
qualified the FLNAT, 
including 3,16,883 in 
2025-26 alone.

The Minister reiter-
ated that the government 
remains committed to 
ensure that the gains of  lit-
eracy translate into lifelong 

learning, digital literacy, 
vocational skills and finan-
cial awareness for sustain-
able empowerment.

On the occasion, the 
Minister also inaugurat-
ed major educational ini-
tiatives under Samagra 
Shiksha including 460 
civil works worth Rs. 38 
crore for strengthening 
school infrastructure, 
2,403 Vocational Labs 
in High and Higher Sec-
ondary Schools to equip 
students with employ-
able skills and Vidya 
Samiksha Kendra (VSK), 
Srinagar for real-time, 
data-driven monitoring 
of  learning outcomes in 
line with NEP-2020.

The event was attend-
ed by Director Samagra 
Shiksha J&K Bhawani 
Rakwal, Director School 
Education Jammu 
Naseem Javaid Choud-
hary, Director School 
Education Kashmir 
Naseer Ahmad Wani, 
senior officers of  the 
Department and a large 
gathering of  teachers 
and students.

Javid Dar reviews development works, public 

service delivery in Rafiabad
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Minister 
for Agriculture Production, 
Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj, Coopera-
tive and Election Depart-
ment, Javid Ahmad Dar, 
Saturday  conducted an 
extensive visit of  Rafiabad 
constituency to review the 
progress of  ongoing devel-
opment works and assess 
the availability of  essential 
public services.

At Government High 
School Haman Kandi, the 
Minister inspected the 
infrastructure and had 
detailed feedback on the 

facilities being provided to 
the students. He directed 
the Chief  Education Offi-
cer, Baramulla, to ensure 
adequate availability of  
teaching staff  and effective 
implementation of  the Mid-

Day Meal Scheme, with 
focus on providing nutri-
tious meals to students.

The Minister also visited 
Tanmula village and took 
stock of the progress on road 
construction works aimed 

at improving the connectiv-
ity and facilitating smoother 
movement for the local popu-
lation. He stressed the need 
for timely completion of the 
works while maintaining 
prescribed quality standards.

Later, Javid Dar visited 
Community Health Centre 
(CHC) Chatosa and inspect-
ed the functioning of  the 
health facility. He enquired 
about the medical services 
and facilities available to 
patients. He stressed the 
need for ensuring adequate 
basic healthcare services 
for the people of  the area.

The Minister directed 
the concerned officers 

to work in  coordinated 
manner and ensure effec-
tive delivery of  essential 
services in the sectors 
of  health, education and 
social welfare. He empha-
sised that development 
initiatives should trans-
late into tangible benefits 
for the people, particularly 
those living in rural and 
underserved areas.

Among others, Chief  
Medical Officer, Baramul-
la; Chief  Education Officer, 
Baramulla; District Social 
Welfare Officer, Baram-
ulla and other concerned 
officers accompanied the 
Minister during the visit.

Div Com reviews issues concerning 
River Jhelum National Waterway-49

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir, 
Anshul Garg, Saturday 
chaired a meeting to 
review various issues and 
bottlenecks affecting the 
execution of  works under 
River Jhelum National 
Waterway-49 aimed at facil-
itating water transport.

The meeting was 
attended by Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar, RTO 
Kashmir, Chief  Engineers 
of  KPDCL, KPTCL and 
I&FC, SE UEED, besides 
officers from the Depart-
ments of  Tourism, R&B, 
Traffic, Forest and ULB.

During the meeting, the 
Divisional Commissioner 
took a detailed review of  
the issues associated with 
the project, including 
removal of  trees and wid-

ening of  the road at Gund 
Parang, construction of  
Sewage Treatment Plants 
(STPs) for water treat-
ment, shifting of  KPDCL 
and KPTCL utilities, and 
relocation of  houseboats.

Taking note of  the 
issues raised by the con-
cerned departments, the 
Divisional Commissioner 
directed all stakehold-
ers to incorporate the 
required construction 
and utility-shifting works 
in their respective depart-
mental plans to ensure 
coordinated and timely 
execution.

He further directed offi-
cials of  the Inland Water-
ways Authority of  India 
(IWAI) to conduct a com-
prehensive joint survey 
of  the proposed works at 
Gund Parang in coordina-
tion with the concerned 

officers and identify the 
nature of  land required for 
execution of  the project.

The IWAI officials were 
also directed to undertake 
a detailed assessment of  
existing utilities at the 
site, identify modalities of  
their exact locations and 
coordinate with the con-
cerned departments for 
timely shifting wherever 
required.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner stressed the need for 
close inter-departmental 
coordination and directed 
IWAI officials to adhere 
strictly to prescribed 
timelines for resolution of  
issues. He also called for 
regular coordination with 
field teams to ensure that 
identified bottlenecks are 
addressed promptly and 
the project progresses as 
per schedule. 

Edu Minister to introduce 
assembly resolution on TeT issue

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Education 
Minister, Sakina Itoo Sat-
urday said that the govern-
ment will introduce a reso-
lution in legislative assem-
bly against the Teacher 
Eligibility Test (TET).

The minister said, “The 
matter of  TeT is pending 
with the supreme court 
and Jammu and Kashmir 
Education department is 
continuously approaching 
the apex court wherein we 
are seeking reconsidera-
tion of  the decision.”

She said, “The teach-
ers of  J&K are mentally 
disturbed with regard to 
this matter and with this 
constant issue they cannot 
teach the students with full 
concentration.”

“Our teachers are pre-
paring lakhs of  students 
for exams and they are effi-

cient enough to qualify any 
test but as far the TeT is 
concerned, it isn’t a matter 
of  test only but the respect 
and dignity of  the teach-
ers,” the minister said.

Itoo said, “The respect 
of  teachers is important 
for the government and 
to keep their integrity, we 
will introduce a resolution 
in upcoming legislative 
assembly and will pass it 
so that the teachers will 
come out of  this distur-
bances.”—(KNO)

Altaf Bukhari questions 
NC’s ‘B-team’ remark
Seeks Ruhullah’s clarity on Article 370, 35-A

J&K intern doctors continue 

protest to seek stipend hike

NHM employees in J&K announce 

72-hour strike from Sep 9

Comm Secy chairs UTLIMC meet to review computerisation of PACS in J&K
NAVEED UL HAQ

BUDGAM: Launch-
ing a scathing attack on 
ruling National Confer-
ence, Apni Party Presi-
dent Syed Mohammad 
Altaf  Bukhari on Satur-
day accused the party of  
betraying the people of  
Kashmir.

Addressing media per-
sons at Watakulu Charar-
e-Sharief, Bukhari said 
people would not forget 
what he termed the Nation-
al Conference’s “betrayal” 
and questioned the party’s 
political approach towards 
the issues concerning 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Reacting to the Nation-
al Conference’s allega-
tion that the Apni Party 
was the “B-team of  the 
BJP,” Bukhari questioned 
whether the same yard-
stick would be applied 

after Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah’s meeting with 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Friday.

On reports regarding 
the possible resignation 
of  National Conference 
leader Aga Syed Ruhul-
lah Mehdi, Bukhari said 
that if  Ruhullah intended 
to resign, he should first 
explain to the people how 
Articles 370 and 35A could 
be restored.

Bukhari said the people 
of  Kashmir had already 
faced what he described as 
"repeated political betray-
als" and now needed clear 
answers and a concrete 
roadmap instead of  politi-
cal assurances.

He also questioned the 
National Conference’s 
political strategy and 
the promises made to the 
people of  Jammu and 
Kashmir—(KNO)
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JAMMU: Commission-
er Secretary Coopera-
tive Department, Yasha 
Mudgal, Saturday chaired 
a meeting of  the Union 
Territory Level Imple-
mentation and Monitoring 
Committee (UTLIMC) con-
stituted to review imple-
mentation of  the Centrally 
Sponsored Project for Com-
puterisation of  Primary 
Agricultural Credit Soci-
eties (PACS) in the Union 
Territory of  Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Registrar Coop-
erative Societies, J&K; 
Deputy General Manager, 
NABARD; representative 

of  the Finance Depart-
ment, J&K; Managing 
Director, J&K State Coop-
erative Training Board 
(JKSTCB); representatives 
of  the System Integrator 
besides other senior offi-
cers of  the Cooperative 
Department.

During the meeting, 
a detailed PowerPoint 
presentation was made 
on the current status of  
implementation of  PACS 
computerisation proj-
ect. The Committee was 
apprised of  the progress 
achieved, so far. Various 
issues and requirements 
related to handholding 
support to PACS, scanning 
and digitisation of  legacy 
data, deployment of  man-

power and reconciliation 
of  data were also placed 
before the Committee for 
consideration.

The Committee held 
detailed deliberations on 
the implementation status 
and associated operational 
issues, with emphasis on 
ensuring adequate support 
to PACS at the field level 
to facilitate their smooth 
transition to the comput-
erised system.

While reviewing the 
progress, Yasha Mudgal 
directed the System Inte-
grator to ensure that all 
assigned deliverables are 
completed strictly within 
the stipulated timelines. 
She stressed that the 
approved implementation 

schedule must be adhered 
to in letter and spirit and 
that avoidable delays 
should not be allowed to 
impede the overall objec-
tives of  the project.

The Commissioner 
Secretary emphasised 
the need for close and 
continuous coordination 
among the Cooperative 
Department, Registrar 
Cooperat ive  Societ -
ies, NABARD, DCCBs, 
System Integrator and 
other concerned stake-
holders for ensuring 
smooth, timely and effec-
tive implementation of  
the project. She observed 
that strong field-level 
coordination would be 
crucial for resolving 

operational bottlenecks 
and ensuring that the 
intended benefits of  com-
puterisation reach PACS 
in a timely manner.

Yasha Mudgal directed 
that regular monitoring of  
the PACS computerisation 
project be undertaken at 
the level of  the Registrar 
Cooperative Societies, 
J&K. She made it clear 
that monitoring should go 
beyond routine reporting 
and must include verifica-
tion of  the actual comple-
tion of  each milestone and 
deliverable.

She specifically direct-
ed that every milestone 
and deliverable must be 
duly verified before being 
treated as completed, with 

proper supporting docu-
mentation and records 
maintained in each case. 
She stressed that a robust 
verification mechanism 
would provide a clear and 
reliable basis for assessing 
the actual status of  imple-
mentation.

E m p h a s i s i n g  t h e 
importance of  institu-
tional accountability, 
transparency and proper 
record keeping, the Com-
missioner Secretary 
directed that all commu-
nications and directions 
issued to the System Inte-
grator in connection with 
implementation of  the 
project should invariably 
be conveyed in writing 
and properly documented.

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: The ongoing 
agitation by MBBS and 
BDS intern doctors across 
Jammu and Kashmir 
intensified on Saturday, 
with protesting interns 
holding peaceful demon-
strations and reiterating 
their demand for an imme-
diate enhancement of  their 
monthly stipend.

According to the details 
available, the protesting 
interns have maintained 
that their demand has 
remained pending for a 
considerable period and 
have sought a formal 
government order on the 
enhancement of  the sti-
pend, asserting that verbal 
assurances alone would 
not be sufficient to end 
their agitation.

The development comes 
a day after a delegation of  
intern doctors met Health 
and Medical Education 
Minister Sakina Itoo to dis-
cuss the issue and apprise 
her of  the difficulties being 
faced by interns.

According to represen-
tatives who attended the 
meeting, the government 
sought time to examine the 
matter and take a decision. 
However, the interns said 
they want the assurance to 
be translated into a writ-
ten and formal government 
order.

The representatives said 

they would continue their 
peaceful protest until a 
concrete decision is taken 
by the government. They 
also warned that if  their 
demand is not addressed 
soon, they may intensify 
the agitation and resort to 
a hunger strike.

The intern represen-
tatives who participated 
in the meeting have also 
appealed to the protesting 
doctors and the public to 
rely only on their official 
statements regarding the 
outcome of  the discus-
sions and avoid circulating 
unverified information.

AIMSA J&K President 
Dr Mohammad Momin 
Khan also sought greater 
transparency from the 
government regarding the 
discussions held with the 
intern delegation.

“Yesterday, you told the 
intern doctors’ delegation 
to wait for one month. 
Why are you not stating 
the same thing publicly? 
Interns and the people of  
J&K deserve transparency 

and clarity,” he said.
Meanwhile, CPI(M) 

leader and MLA Kulgam 
M Y Tarigami has written 
to Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah, urging him to 
personally intervene in 
the matter and ensure a 
time-bound resolution to 
the interns’ demand.

In his communication, 
Tarigami said the ongoing 
agitation by MBBS and BDS 
interns over enhancement 
of  their monthly stipend 
warranted the Chief Minis-
ter’s personal attention.

He said young doc-
tors and dental graduates 
undergoing internship 
form an important part 
of  the healthcare system 
and often work long hours 
under difficult conditions 
while shouldering clinical 
responsibilities.

Tarigami said the interns’ 
demand, as he understood it, 
was to bring their stipend in 
line with what their counter-
parts in other states receive 
and to account for the rising 
cost of  living.

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: The UT Level 
Joint Coordination Com-
mittee of  NHM Employ-
ees of  Jammu & Kashmir 
on Saturday said that 
the forum has decided to 
observe a 72-hour strike 
from September 9 onwards 
in support of  their long-
pending demands.

A spokesman of  the 
committee, said that the 
decision was taken after 
no concrete or satisfacto-
ry response was received 
from the Govt of  Jammu & 
Kashmir within the stipu-
lated ultimatum period.

“The decision was 
taken during a virtual 
meeting of  the UT Level 
Joint Coordination Com-
mittee held this evening 
which was attended by 
core members and rep-
resentatives of  NHM 
employees from both the 
Jammu and Kashmir Divi-
sions, including repre-
sentatives of  the RNTCP/
NTEP Association J&K 

and other schemes under 
the National Health Mis-
sion,” he said.

“The Committee had 
earlier served a final ulti-
matum to the Govt and 
concerned authorities up 
to September 05, 2026, seek-
ing concrete and meaning-
ful action towards resolv-
ing the long-pending issues 
and genuine demands of  
NHM employees. How-
ever, despite the expiry 
of  the stipulated deadline, 
the Committee expressed 
deep disappointment over 
the absence of  any con-
crete response or tangible 
action from the concerned 
authorities,” the spokes-
man said.

“After detailed delib-
erations on the prevailing 
situation, the Committee 

unanimously resolved that 
all NHM employees across 
Jammu & Kashmir, includ-
ing NTEP employees and 
employees working under 
other NHM schemes, shall 
observe a 72-hour UT-level 
strike from September 9, 
onwards,” he added.

“The Committee made it 
clear that the strike shall 
be observed across the 
length and breadth of  the 
Union Territory of  Jammu 
& Kashmir, with all dis-
trict, block and field-level 
NHM employees extend-
ing their collective sup-
port to the programme,” 
the spokesman said.

Dr. Vikas Sharma, 
Divisional President, All 
JKNHMEA Jammu Divi-
sion, stated that the decision 
to proceed with the 72-hour 
strike has not been taken in 
haste, but has become nec-
essary due to the continued 
non-resolution of  the genu-
ine and long-pending issues 
of  NHM employees despite 
repeated representations, 
discussions and assurances.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Advisor to 
the Chief  Minister, Nasir 
Aslam Wani, Saturday met 
with several delegation 
and individual citizens 
at the Chief  Minister’s 
Public Service and Out-
reach Office ‘Raabita’ in 
Srinagar.

The visiting groups 
included local citizens, 
employee associations and 
individuals. They brought 
forward issues related 
to development, media, 
land and revenue records, 
employment and service-

related matters.
The Advisor took up 

these matters with the 
concerned authorities to 
ensure these are resolved 
without delay.

Highlighting the gov-
ernment's focus on public 
welfare, the Advisor stated 
that the present govern-
ment under the leader-
ship of  the Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah is paying 
attention to every griev-
ance, big or small. He 
assured the public that all 
genuine demands will be 
resolved within the short-
est possible time.

Advisor Wani meets 

public delegations

Reaffirms govt’s commitment to 
prompt redress of public issues
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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   Sunday Column

Ghat No. 2, Nishat 
— The Fishing Rod

JAVED SHAH

E
very time I return to Ghat No. 2, I am reminded of some-
thing I had almost forgotten. Last Sunday, I wrote about 
the place that came into my life at a time when my mind 
had become tired of carrying the burden of things that 
had happened over the preceding years. I wrote about 

how the quiet waters of Nishat slowly became a refuge, a place 
where I could sit without having to explain myself to anyone. But 
there was another little story behind my daily visits to Ghat No. 2.
Once I had discovered this place as a safer hideout for my 
troubled mind, I needed a reason to keep coming back without 
making my visits look unusual.
I did not want questions. I wanted solitude. And then I found 
the fishing rod.
It may sound rather ordinary, even amusing, that a fishing rod could 
become an excuse for someone to spend hours at a particular ghat. 
But for me, it became much more than that. It took me back to my 
childhood. I was born in Nowpora's Daulatabad Mohalla. Behind our 
house, in those days, there was a small offshoot of the Dal Lake. That 
waterway does not exist anymore. It has disappeared somewhere 
between the passage of time and the changing face of Srinagar.
But in my memory, it is still there. I can still see the water. I can 
still feel the innocence of those days.
As children, we never imagined that the things around us would 
one day disappear. We took the water for granted. We believed the 
little stream behind our house would always flow, the lanes would 
always look the same, and the familiar world of our childhood would 
remain exactly where we had left it. Children are blessed with that 
innocence. They believe everything they love is permanent. It is 
only when we grow older that we discover how temporary every-
thing really is. Perhaps that is why, when I first held the fishing rod 
at Ghat No. 2, something stirred deep inside me. It was not really 
about catching fish. It was about catching a piece of my childhood.
The fishing rod gave me a perfectly natural reason to sit beside the 
lake for hours. I could watch the water, follow the ripples, look at the 
float and simply wait. And there is something strangely healing about 
waiting. When the mind is troubled, it wants answers immediately. Why 
did this happen? How did it happen? What happens next? But fishing 
teaches you the opposite. It teaches you to wait without knowing 
whether anything will happen at all. You throw the line into the water.
Then you wait. Sometimes nothing happens. Sometimes the float 
moves. And sometimes you pull the line back only to discover 
that there was nothing there.
Yet you return the next day. Perhaps life is much the same. We 
keep throwing our hopes into the waters of time, waiting for 
something to return. Some things do.
Some never do. And for some things, we eventually stop waiting 
altogether. Sitting at Ghat No. 2 with a fishing rod in my hands 
slowly became a routine.
To anyone passing by, I was simply a man enjoying an old child-
hood pastime. But only I knew what those long hours meant. The 
fishing rod gave me an excuse.
The lake gave me solitude. And that solitude gave my tired mind 
a little space to breathe. There were days when I would sit for 
hours without catching a single fish. Strangely, I never felt that 
those hours had been wasted. I had gone there to catch fish. But 
more often than not, I returned with something else, peace. And 
there was an irony in all of this.
The little waterway behind our childhood home in Daulatabad had 
disappeared. Yet, decades later, a simple fishing rod beside another 
part of the same great lake somehow brought that lost childhood 
back to me. Perhaps that is what memory does. It preserves what 
time destroys. A waterway may disappear. A house may change. 
People may move away. Childhood may become nothing more than 
a faded photograph. But a smell, a sound, a familiar view of water—
or even something as simple as a fishing rod—can suddenly open 
a forgotten door inside us. And behind that door, childhood is still 
waiting. For me, Ghat No. 2 became that door. I began going there for 
peace. Then I stayed for the memories. And slowly, those memories 
themselves became a form of healing. The fishing rod was only an 
excuse. The real purpose was to sit beside the water and search for 
a part of myself that I thought I had lost somewhere along the way.
Perhaps that is why, even today, every visit to Ghat No. 2 feels less 
like going somewhere and more like returning. Returning to the 
water. Returning to silence. Returning to childhood. And perhaps, 
more than anything else, returning to myself.

Two Generations, One Home: 
India's Promise To Its Elders

SUDHANSH PANT

I
n the light of  Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam 
(the world is one family), the glory 
of  the elderly is their insight, their 
knowledge and their wisdom. In Indian 
homes, there is always a memory 

everyone carries, a grandfather narrating 
an adventurous story from his childhood 
or a grandmother demonstrating knitting 
while sitting in the balcony on a fine winter 
afternoon. These ordinary afternoons are 
where a family's real inheritance gets passed 
on quietly, one small skill and one shared 
story at a time.

We often speak about the generation gap, 
about grandparents who do not understand 
smartphones and grandchildren who do not 
have the patience for long stories of  golden 
past. But I think we speak far less about 
generation bridges. Almost invisible ways 
in which the old and the young still complete 
each other.

What Each Generation Is Actually 
Giving The Other?

A grandparent gives a child something no 
school can teach: time, that asks for nothing 
in return. With growing urbanisation and 
both parents often working, a child's day is 
usually structured around strict timetables 
but, a grandparent is often the one person 
willing to simply sit. To listen to a story 
being told for the fifth time. To wait while 
a shoelace is tied. That unhurried attention 
given to children shapes a sense of  being 
valued in ways we rarely measure.

And what do these children have for giving 
back? Presence, which seems something 
very modest, yet it is not. A grandchild's 
visit changes the shape of  an elderly person's 
whole week. A video call from a grandson 
away at college or a granddaughter telling 
her grandmother how much she misses 
her cooking, a great-grandchild simply 
climbing into a lap- these moments do for 
an elderly what medicine alone cannot. 
This is the logic behind ‘Ageing At Home’, 
an idea that elderly people are happiest and 
healthiest not in an institution but in their 
own home, surrounded by the family and 

neighbourhood they have always known and 
cherished.

This is not a new discovery for us. In 
most parts of  India, touching the feet of  
an elder for their blessing remains one of  
the first gestures a child learns, a small act 
that teaches something no lecture could: 
that age is to be honoured. The Sanskrit 
teaching ‘Matru Devo Bhava, Pitru Devo 
Bhava’, ‘Regard Your Mother And Father 
As You Would The Divine’, remains the 
foundation of  the values Indian families try 
to instil in their children. Those who raise 
us, deserve our reverence in return. There 
is another divine saying, “Paradise Lies 
Beneath The Feet of  Your Mother”, again 
reflects the eternal source of  blessings 
and contentment one can earn through 
love, care and service to our parents and 
grandparents. It means that serving, 
respecting and lowering oneself  to care for 
a mother is a direct path to earning God's 
pleasure and entering Paradise. Besides, it 
acknowledges the immense pain, hardship, 
and lifelong sacrifice a mother endures 
while raising her children.

This is why, when families stay close 
across generations, under one roof  some 
exchange happens. Children raised close 
to grandparents tend to grow knowing the 
stories that shaped their family, the values 
their elders lived by and experiencing what 
patience actually looks like. And elderly 
people who remain woven into a family's daily 
life are healthier, less anxious and less lonely.

When The Thread Frays?

But we would be telling only half  the truth 
if  we did not admit that this thread is fraying 
across cultures in many Indian homes today. 
Migration for work, nuclear families, the 
sheer pace of  modern life, all of  these have 
quietly left many of  our elders spending 
their days in empty houses, waiting for a 
call that comes less often than it used to.  

This is not a failure of  love. It is usually 
a failure of  time and distance. And because 
ageing at home remains the outcome every 
family and every elderly person requires, 
the support that steps in should be built to 
help a parent stay in their own home rather 
than moving out. What we need to fully 
understand and embrace that the elderly are 
a source of  wisdom, experience and stability 
in a world that is constantly changing. Under 
the visionary leadership of  Hon’ble Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, the Central 
Government's ELDER LINE, a toll-free 
helpline (14567), is there the moment they 
simply need to talk to someone, day or night.

And under the Rashtriya Vayoshri 
Yojana (RVY), elderly citizens receive 
walking sticks, hearing aids, spectacles 
and other assistive devices free-of-cost, so 
that independence is never out of  reach 
for want of  means. These quiet supports 
exist precisely so that distance does not 
have to mean disconnection. When a 
grandchild does finally visit, they find 
a grandparent who is well, engaged and 
still at home, full of  stories, not one who 
has simply been waiting.

Even when a family genuinely cannot 

be present every day, ageing at home 
need not mean ageing without care. The 
SHATAYU (Senior Holistic Care Assistance 
and Training For Your Utility) dashboard 
is helping build something India has long 
needed, a trained, trackable network of  
geriatric caregivers available district-by-
district, so that a qualified pair of  hands 
can step in for the hours a working son or 
a distant daughter simply cannot. It is care 
that comes to the home, rather than care 
that requires leaving it.

For a smaller number of  elders who have 
no family close by, this idea of  home simply 
takes a different shape and government-
supported old age homes, run under the 
Atal Vayo Abhyuday Yojana (AVYAY), step 
in to become exactly the family they need. 
Residents share meals together, celebrate 
festivals as a household would, take part 
in Yoga and health check-ups and have 
someone to talk to over tea. It is a family, 
rebuilt in a different form, so that no elder 
ever has to grow old entirely alone.

A Small Practice Worth Reviving
If  there is one thing every family could 

do, it is to let the generations sit together. 
Just an evening where a grandparent tells 
a grandchild about their own childhood, or 
a teenager teaching their grandmother to 
send a voice note. Teaching her to use the 
JEEVAN (Joint Elderly Empowerment & 
Virtual Assistance Network) App on her 
phone, where she can check which welfare 
schemes she is eligible for or simply have 
an emergency help button within her reach. 
These moments cost nothing and require no 
grand gesture. They only require intention.

Because in the end, inter-generational 
bonding is not really about the old teaching 
the young or the young energising the old. 
It is about both generations reminding each 
other of  something the middle years of  life 
tend to make us forget.

Somewhere in India today, a grandparent 
is folding a paper boat with a child who will 
not remember why that afternoon mattered. 
It mattered anyway. Let us make sure there 
are many more such afternoons and with the 
quiet support of  schemes built exactly for 
this purpose, no grandparent has to spend 
theirs alone. (PIB)

Sudhansh Pant, IAS is Secretary, 
Ministry of  Social Justice and 

Empowerment, Government of  India

Krishna Janmashtami

Timeless Relevance Of Bhagavad Gita In Materialistic World

OMKAR DATTATRAY

K
rishna Janmashtami, 
celebrated with 
profound devotion and 
spiritual fervour, is 
not merely a religious 

observance commemorating the 
divine advent of  Lord Shri Krishna; 
it is also an occasion for humanity 
to rediscover the perennial wisdom 
embodied in the Bhagavad Gita. 
The festival assumes particular 
significance in an age increasingly 
characterised by avarice, 
acquisitiveness, moral disquiet and 
an unrelenting pursuit of  material 
prosperity. At a time when success 
is frequently measured in terms 
of  wealth, influence, status and 
possessions, the teachings of  the 
Gita offer an alternative philosophy 
of existence, one founded upon self-
discipline, equanimity, righteous 
action, devotion and detachment.

 The Bhagavad Gita is a spiritual 
and philosophical masterpiece 
whose relevance transcends the 
temporal, geographical and cultural 
boundaries within which it emerged. 
It is not merely a theological 
text intended for ritualistic 
contemplation; rather, it constitutes 
an extraordinarily profound 
exposition of  human psychology, 
ethical responsibility and spiritual 
consciousness. Its dialogue 
between Lord Krishna and the 
warrior Arjuna on the battlefield of  
Kurukshetra represents one of  the 
most consequential philosophical 
conversations in the history of  
humanity. Arjuna's anguish, 
confusion and moral paralysis are 
not confined to the battlefield; they 
symbolise the dilemmas, anxieties 
and contradictions that confront 
human beings in their own lives.

The Gita therefore remains 
particularly pertinent in the 
contemporary world, where 
individuals are frequently 

consumed by competition, anxiety, 
greed and the insatiable desire for 
recognition. Modern civilisation 
has undoubtedly produced 
unprecedented technological 
and material advancement, yet 
material abundance has not 
necessarily translated into inner 
tranquillity. The ceaseless pursuit 
of  gratification often leaves the 
human mind more restless rather 
than more fulfilled. It is in this 
predicament that the Gita assumes 
the character of  a spiritual 
compass, teaching mankind how 
to participate in the world without 
becoming psychologically enslaved 
by its temptations. One of  its most 
profound teachings is the doctrine 
of  Karma Yoga. The Gita exhorts 
an individual to perform his or her 
prescribed duties with sincerity, 
competence and dedication without 
becoming excessively attached to 
the fruits of  action. 

This does not signify indifference 
towards achievement, nor does it 
advocate indolence. On the contrary, 
it demands disciplined action while 
cautioning against allowing success 
or failure to determine one's inner 
equilibrium. The individual must 
act because action is a fundamental 
obligation of human existence, while 
the ultimate consequences of  action 
cannot always be controlled. Such 
a philosophy possesses immense 
practical value in contemporary 
society. People frequently become 
psychologically tormented by 
expectations regarding promotions, 
wealth, social recognition, 
professional success and personal 
accomplishments. The Gita's 
principle of  detached action 
provides a powerful antidote to 
this incessant anxiety. It teaches 
that one should concentrate upon 
the integrity and excellence of  
one's actions rather than becoming 
consumed by the anticipated 
rewards. In this sense, Karma Yoga 
is not escapism; it is a philosophy of  
responsible engagement with life.

The Gita's conception of  
renunciation is equally profound. 
It does not demand abandonment 
of  society, family or worldly 
responsibilities. True renunciation, 
according to its philosophical 

spirit, lies in relinquishing selfish 
attachment, destructive desires 
and egocentric motivations while 
continuing to discharge one's 
obligations. One may remain 
amidst the complexities of  worldly 
existence and yet cultivate an inward 
state of  detachment. The celebrated 
metaphor of the lotus is particularly 
evocative in this context: just as the 
lotus remains in water without 
becoming submerged in it, a person 
should remain engaged in the world 
without allowing worldly impurities 
to dominate consciousness. 

The scripture also illuminates 
the paths of  Jnana Yoga and Bhakti 
Yoga. Jnana Yoga emphasises the 
pursuit of  spiritual knowledge 
and discrimination between 
the transient and the eternal, 
while Bhakti Yoga centres upon 
devotion, surrender and loving 
communion with the Supreme. 
Devotion, however, is not merely 
an external ritual; it represents the 
transformation of  the ego through 
humility, faith and surrender. In 
an age of  enormous intellectual 
sophistication but considerable 
spiritual restlessness, the synthesis 
of  knowledge, action and devotion 
offered by the Gita possesses 
enduring significance.

The Bhagavad Gita is often 
described as the essence of  
the Upanishadic wisdom. The 
traditional analogy comparing the 
Upanishads to cows and the Gita 
to their milk beautifully conveys 

the relationship between the 
two. The profound metaphysical 
insights of  the Upanishads are 
rendered comparatively accessible 
and practical through the Gita's 
dialogue. Consequently, the 
scripture serves not merely as an 
abstract philosophical treatise 
but as a practical manual for 
navigating the moral and existential 
complexities of  human life. Its 
universal appeal lies precisely in 
its capacity to address the human 
condition rather than merely a 
particular historical circumstance. 

Questions concerning duty, 
morality, fear, grief, attachment, 
ambition, mortality and the 
meaning of  existence remain 
as relevant today as they were 
in antiquity. Scientific and 
technological advancement 
may transform the external 
circumstances of  human life, but 
the fundamental struggles of  the 
human mind remain remarkably 
persistent. The Gita addresses these 
inner conflicts with an intellectual 
and spiritual profundity that 
continues to command admiration 
across generations. Mahatma 
Gandhi regarded the Gita as a 
source of  spiritual strength and 
repeatedly turned to its teachings 
during moments of  personal 
difficulty. Its influence has also 
extended far beyond the Indian 
spiritual tradition, attracting the 
attention of  philosophers, scholars 
and scientists across the world. 

Albert Einstein is frequently 
associated with admiration for 
the Gita, although quotations 
attributed to him about the text 
should be treated cautiously unless 
supported by reliable primary 
evidence. Such global intellectual 
engagement nevertheless reflects 
the extraordinary reach of  India's 
philosophical heritage.

Krishna Janmashtami therefore 
provides an appropriate occasion 
not merely to celebrate the birth 
of  Lord Krishna through rituals, 
devotional singing and recitation, 
but to contemplate the ethical and 
spiritual message associated with 
his teachings. The true homage 
to Krishna lies not simply in 
ceremonial observance but in 
attempting to incorporate his 
teachings into everyday conduct. 
Compassion instead of cruelty, duty 
instead of  selfishness, equanimity 
instead of  agitation, devotion 
instead of  arrogance and selfless 
action instead of  avaricious pursuit 
can transform both individual 
character and society. 

In an era increasingly dominated 
by materialistic aspirations, the 
Bhagavad Gita reminds humanity 
that prosperity without tranquillity, 
knowledge without wisdom and 
achievement without moral 
purpose remain fundamentally 
incomplete. Its message does not 
demand withdrawal from the 
world; it calls for a nobler manner of  
inhabiting it. It teaches mankind to 
act courageously, think profoundly, 
cultivate detachment and remain 
anchored in righteousness. On 
the sacred occasion of  Krishna 
Janmashtami, therefore, the most 
meaningful celebration would be 
to rediscover this timeless wisdom 
and allow it to illuminate the 
moral labyrinth of  contemporary 
existence. The Gita's message is 
ancient in origin yet astonishingly 
modern in application, and its 
spiritual resonance remains 
undiminished in a world desperately 
searching for purpose, balance and 
inner peace.

The author can be mailed at 
onkoul2019@gmail.com
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       Beyond Disguise

Defending Women's Rights Against The Anti-Rights Backlash

SHOBHA SHUKLA

W
ith just 52 months left to 
deliver on the Sustain-
able Development Goals, 
the world is already fall-
ing dramatically short 

on goals related to gender equality and 
health rights. Decades of  progress secured 
through legally binding treaties and other 
international agreements and commit-
ments, are being threatened by a growing 
anti-rights backlash. Well-coordinated 
anti-rights forces are invoking seemingly 
benign and reassuring words like 'national 
sovereignty', 'family values', 'culture' and 
'religion' to oppose or dilute measures 
intended to advance women's equality, 
bodily autonomy and health rights.

Such anti-rights narratives are increas-
ingly being deployed to 'legitimise' discrim-
ination and restrict women’s autonomy. 
Under the garb of  'protecting the family', 
laws and policies are being proposed that 
can curtail women’s bodily autonomy, 
reproductive choices, economic rights and 
equality within marriage, said the experts 
on the panel of  the latest SHE & Rights ses-
sion on the theme "Countering anti-rights 
pushes and upholding human right to 
health and gender equality."

The central question, they argued, is 
fundamental human rights (like gender 
equality and right to health) survive when 
confronted with forces that misinterpret 
'equality' in the name of  'family', 'tradition' 
or 'sovereignty'.

This is at the heart of  the growing anti-
rights backlash. The family, supposedly 
a place of  safety and protection, is being 
invoked to so-called 'legitimise' discrimina-
tion within the family itself. Sovereignty, 
meant to affirm the independence of nations, 
is being turned into an argument against 
accountability to human rights standards.

Family should be a safe haven for 
equality, not inequality

The extent to which discriminatory 
practices can become normalised was 
brought home by an exercise recounted 

by Dr Robert Eno, Registrar of  the African 
Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights at 
the African Union. At a recent conference 
in Nairobi, participants were given several 
statements and asked whether they were 
fact or fiction. One stated that a woman 
seeking a no-fault divorce is required to 
compensate her husband financially. 
Another said a daughter could inherit only 
half  the share of  her brother, with prop-
erty passing to male relatives where there 
was no brother. A third suggested that a 
husband cannot not be held responsible 
for rape within marriage because the wife 
cannot refuse his sexual demands.

Eno assumed these were fictional. "I was 
mistaken," he acknowledged. All three, he 
said, reflected provisions that have existed, 
or continue to exist, in laws in several coun-
tries and represent the lived realities of  
women and girls.

That is precisely why the current battle 
over the meaning of  family values matters. 
As Rehema Namukose of  Musawah pointed 
out that the garb of  'family' is increasingly 
being used to wrongly 'justify' harmful 
practices like child marriage and female 
genital mutilation/ cutting, confine women 
to unpaid care work, deny them property 
and inheritance rights, and institutionalise 
patriarchal male authority within house-
holds. The rhetoric of  family protection 
therefore needs to be interrogated: ‘Whose 
family is being protected, and from what?’ 
A family cannot be strengthened by making 
its women less equal. Nor can children be 
protected by denying girls education.

Sovereignty is not a licence to dis-
criminate

The anti-rights push is diabolically 
sophisticated. It camouflages itself  so that 
it is not perceived as opposition to human 
rights. An analysis by the Initiative for 
Strategic Litigation in Africa (ISLA) of  the 
regressive draft African Charter on family 
values and sovereignty, found precisely 
this pattern: "rights language is kept on 
the surface, but the substance of  the rights 
is narrowed." 'Family protection' becomes 
a rationale for exclusion, 'sovereignty' a 
means of  resisting accountability, and 'cul-
ture' and 'values' a way of  limiting equality 
protections.

This makes the debate about sover-
eignty particularly important. States have 
every right to preserve their constitutional 
independence and cultural identities. But 
sovereignty cannot mean freedom from 
human rights obligations. It is not about 
dismissing sovereignty but preventing it 

from becoming a shield against account-
ability. As Dr Eno put it, tradition deserves 
respect, culture deserves protection and 
religion deserves freedom - but none can 
be invoked to legitimise discrimination or 
diminish human dignity.

#PauseForPurpose
The debate over the African Union Con-

vention on Ending Violence Against Women 
and Girls, (AU CEVAWG), illustrates why 
scrutiny of  new legal instruments matters. 
The Convention was adopted in February 
2025 and had been signed by nine states and 
ratified by two. But fifteen ratifications are 
required for it to enter into force. Fatou 
Bantou Salah of  the Initiative for Strategic 
Litigation in Africa (ISLA) argues that this 
period before the convention’s entry into 
force should be used for careful scrutiny 
rather than simply pushing ahead with 
ratification.

ISLA has called for a “Pause for Pur-
pose” campaign around AU CEVAWG. The 
proposal is not to abandon the convention, 
but to pause long enough to allow an inde-
pendent, Article-by-Article legal review, 
wider consultation and comparison with 
existing African human-rights standards, 
says Salah. The message is simple: "pause, 
listen, review, strengthen, then ratify." 
Such scrutiny is not anti-rights. It is pre-
cisely what a serious rights framework 
requires, says Salah.

The same principle applies to national 
laws. If  a law discriminates against women 
in marriage, divorce, inheritance or custo-
dy, it must be challenged. If  a girl is pushed 
out of  school because she is pregnant, the 
response cannot stop at blaming her. If  a 
woman cannot obtain healthcare without 
stigma or permission, the existence of  a 

health policy on paper means little.
Reclaiming religion, culture and 

community
Perhaps one of  the most effective ways 

to counter anti-rights narratives is to 
stop allowing their proponents to claim 
exclusive ownership of  religion, culture 
or family. Samah Hadid, Global Executive 
Director of  Musawah, argues that religion 
itself  is being weaponised to police the 
women and reinforce patriarchal control. 
Her response is not to abandon religious 
discourse but to reclaim it. "We do not 
cede the ground on religion to conserva-
tive voices. We rather reclaim it," she says, 
advocating gender-just interpretations 
from within religious traditions.

Human rights advocates cannot simply 
speak to those who already agree with 
them. As Dr Eno argues, sustainable 
change requires engagement with commu-
nities rather than addressing them only 
from outside. Conversations must move 
beyond courtrooms and conference halls 
into homes, schools, places of  worship, 
traditional institutions and communities.

This also means engaging men - not 
to speak over women or occupy feminist 
spaces, but to challenge the attitudes and 
systems that sustain inequality. As Vimbai 
Kapurura of  Girls Not Brides and Women 
Unlimited Eswatini put it, women and girls 
must remain at the centre, but equality 
has to involve the whole ecosystem around 
them.

The strongest counter to anti-rights 
politics is therefore not another polarising 
slogan. It is a better vision of  family, cul-
ture and community - one in which equality 
does not destroy families but makes them 
safer and fairer.

Lived realities on the ground
Vimbai Kapurura’s experience from 

Eswatini offers a useful reminder. The 
country has made progress in reducing 
adolescent births and early childbearing, 
yet girls in rural and poorer communities 
continue to face greater risks. Access to ser-
vices often exists on paper, and unmet need 
for contraception stays high. The question 
cannot simply be why a girl became preg-
nant. It must also ask whether she had 
access to information, healthcare and sup-
port to remain in school.

That is the test of  whether rights are 
real. Does a girl stay in school? Can a young 
woman access healthcare without stigma? 
Can a survivor report sexual harassment 
and be believed and protected? Can a 
woman inherit property on equal terms? 
Can she make decisions about her own 
body? These are more meaningful mea-
sures of  progress than the number of  trea-
ties signed or declarations adopted.

From good policies to implementation
Policy commitments alone do not save 

lives. A treaty that is not implemented, a 
judgment that is ignored, and a strategy 
that remains only on paper do not change 
the reality of  a woman who cannot reach a 
hospital or a girl who is denied education. 
The next frontier is implementation and 
accountability, said Kapurura. Kapurura 
pointed to mechanisms like the Universal 
Periodic Review (UPR) as opportunities to 
move from commitments to budgets, ser-
vices and community-level change, keeping 
the focus on those still left behind. Com-
munities cannot simply be beneficiaries of  
change; they must be partners in creating 
it.

The anti-rights backlash thrives when 
discrimination is 'normalised', when fear 
is converted into policy and when silence is 
mistaken for consensus. The response must 
therefore be equally determined: challenge 
discriminatory laws, expose manipulative 
narratives, reclaim religion and culture 
from those who weaponise them, and, 
above all, work with communities rather 
than simply speaking at them.

The family should be where rights 
begin, not where they end. And sovereignty 
should be the foundation for democratic 
self-determination, not a convenient excuse 
for denying women equality, dignity and 
freedom.

Shobha Shukla is a feminist, health 
and development justice advocate. She can 
be mailed at ramakantbobby@gmail.com

Straight Talk

Why Are Daughters Still Unsafe Despite Tough Laws?
YOGESH KUMAR GOYAL

T
he alleged gang rape of  a 
16-year-old student inside a 
sleeper bus travelling between 
Greater Noida and Delhi has 
once again put all claims of  

women’s safety in the dock. The bus 
continued to travel for nearly 47 kilome-
tres in the darkness of  night, yet there 
was no effective monitoring anywhere. 
Tough laws were enacted after the Nirb-
haya case, but the audacity of  criminals 
shows that what is more important than 
the law is the real deterrent effect of  fear 
of  the law. The question is not merely 
about arrests; it is about accountability. 
The incident involving a 16-year-old stu-
dent inside a sleeper bus in Delhi-NCR 
is a mirror reflecting the simultaneous 
failure of  four things,our security system, 
monitoring of  public transport, policing 
and social consciousness. On the night of  
August 4, a minor student was allegedly 
made to board a sleeper bus from Pari 
Chowk in Greater Noida by giving her 
misleading information, and the driver 
and conductor are accused of  sexually 
assaulting her until Kashmere Gate.

After travelling approximately 47 kilo-
metres, she was left near Ring Road close 
to Kashmere Gate. The most horrifying 
aspect of  this incident is not merely the 
brutality of  the crime but the entire secu-
rity vacuum in which this crime became 
possible. A minor girl boards an unfa-
miliar bus at night, the bus travels a long 
distance, a crime takes place inside it, 
and at no point along the way is there any 
effective monitoring capable of  prevent-
ing the crime. According to reports, cur-
tains had been installed inside the bus, 
and serious questions have also arisen 
regarding the availability of  CCTV cam-
eras. If  the interior of  a public transport 
vehicle is so cut off  from external surveil-
lance that the safety of  the passengers 
sitting inside becomes questionable, it 
is natural to demand answers from the 
system that allows such vehicles to oper-
ate on the roads.

There is another uncomfortable ques-
tion here: the incident is said to have 
taken place on August 4, but the police 
made the information public on August 
31. What happened during this long inter-
val? Was investigative confidentiality 
the reason? Was information kept lim-

ited because of  the privacy and safety of  
the victim? Or was there a lapse at some 
administrative level in information man-
agement? Clear and credible answers to 
these questions should be made public 
because, alongside the seriousness of  the 
crime, police accountability is also an 
essential part of  a democratic system. It is 
certainly noteworthy that after receiving 
the complaint, Kashmere Gate police took 
action, identified the bus through CCTV 
footage, arrested the accused driver and 
conductor, and also recovered the bus. 
In other words, before questioning the 
investigative capability of  the police after 
the crime, it must also be acknowledged 
that technological surveillance played 
an important role in reaching the perpe-
trators. But the real test begins after the 
arrest. The job of  the police is not merely 
to catch criminals after a crime has been 
committed; the most important objective 
of  modern policing is to prevent crime 
before it occurs. If  CCTV can identify the 
bus after the crime, the question is why 
the same technology could not detect sus-
picious activity beforehand.

After the Nirbhaya case, the coun-
try believed that the system would now 
change. The brutality inflicted on a 
23-year-old woman in a moving bus in 
December 2012 stirred the entire country. 
Laws were made stricter, the legal defini-
tions of  sexual offences were expanded, 
a separate legal framework for sexual 
offences against minors was strength-

ened, and the issue of  safety in public 
transport became part of  the national 
debate. Four convicts in the Nirbhaya case 
were executed in 2020, but 13 years later, 
if  a minor girl again becomes a victim of  
such brutality inside a moving bus, it is 
necessary to ask: we changed the laws, 
but how much did we change the system? 
The strictness of  the law is necessary, but 
fear of  the law is not created merely by 
the severity of  punishment. The greatest 
fear in the mind of  a criminal is the cer-
tainty of  being caught. If  he believes that 
he can commit a crime under the cover 
of  darkness, on a deserted route, inside a 
vehicle beyond surveillance, and that no 
one will be there to stop him, then even 
the harshest punishment written in the 
law books cannot immediately become 
an effective deterrent. Therefore, the 
challenge is not merely that of  stringent 
laws, but of  assured surveillance, prompt 
arrest and time-bound justice.

The alleged contradictions that have 
emerged between the Delhi and Noida 
police regarding the incident are also a 
matter of  concern. Delhi-NCR is today such 
a metropolitan region where the boundar-
ies between cities are almost invisible to 
ordinary citizens, but when a crime occurs, 
those very boundaries become a question 
of  police jurisdiction. If  a girl boards a 
bus in Noida, travels towards Delhi and 
is dropped off  in Delhi, why cannot there 
be real-time coordination between the dif-
ferent police units? Another aspect of  this 

incident relates to accountability in public 
transport. The use of  curtains in sleeper 
buses, surveillance inside the vehicle, 
identification of  passengers, verification 
of  drivers and conductors, deviation from 
prescribed routes, and the safety of  lone or 
minor passengers travelling at night—all 
these aspects cannot be addressed merely 
by having rules on paper. Actual compli-
ance with the rules must be ensured. Joint 
accountability of  the transport depart-
ment, police and bus operators must be 
established. Night buses should undergo 
mandatory monitoring, all sleeper buses 
should have functioning CCTV cameras 
and emergency communication systems, 
police verification and training of  drivers 
and conductors should be conducted regu-
larly, the prescribed routes and stops of  
buses should be digitally monitored, the 
crew should be required to follow a special 
protocol in suspicious situations involving 
a minor or a lone female passenger, and a 
shared real-time monitoring mechanism 
should be developed among the Noida, Gha-
ziabad and Delhi police. Most importantly, 
no woman or girl should be made to run 
from one police station to another in the 
name of  ‘jurisdiction’ when she lodges a 
complaint.

However, we cannot free ourselves 
from our social responsibility by describ-
ing this incident merely as a failure of  
the police. On the one hand, a 16-year-old 
girl travelling alone at night becomes a 
target of  criminals, while on the other 
hand, elderly women are abandoned by 
their own families. The question is not 
merely about the law; it is about the social 
mindset in which a vulnerable person 
becomes the easiest target. When sen-
sitivity weakens within families, when 
power begins to command respect and 
criminal tendencies begin to be treated as 
influence, when wealth and muscle power 
become the basis of  social prestige, the 
law alone cannot save society. Our great-
est irony is that political statements begin 
after a crime. The opposition attacks the 
government, the ruling side presents the 
arrests as its achievement, and after a few 
days the debate gets buried under some 
other issue. But the fear of  the victim, 
her future and the trauma inflicted upon 
her mind do not disappear because of  
any political statement. Women’s safety 
should not be an electoral slogan; it 
should be a fundamental test of  gover-

nance.
Questions such as ‘How safe are women 

at night?’ cannot be answered through adver-
tisements or political claims. 

The answer must be visible on the 
streets, inside buses, in the response 
of  the police and in those systems that 
provide security to a lone girl before she 
falls into danger. The present incident 
offers some clear lessons for Delhi-NCR. 
Night buses should be subject to manda-
tory monitoring, and all sleeper buses 
should have functioning CCTV cameras 
and emergency communication systems. 
Police verification and training of  driv-
ers and conductors should be conducted 
regularly; the prescribed routes and stops 
of  buses should be digitally monitored; 
the crew should be required to follow a 
special protocol in suspicious situations 
involving a minor or a lone female pas-
senger; and a shared real-time moni-
toring mechanism should be developed 
among the Noida, Ghaziabad and Delhi 
police. Most importantly, no woman or 
girl should be made to run from one police 
station to another in the name of  ‘juris-
diction’ when she lodges a complaint.

We changed a great deal after Nirbha-
ya, but perhaps not as much as we should 
have. Making stringent laws is easy, but 
implementing the law on the ground is 
difficult. Installing CCTV cameras is 
easy; keeping them operational 24 hours 
a day is difficult. Parking police vehicles 
is easy; ensuring genuine patrolling is 
difficult. Making claims about women’s 
safety is easy, but creating a system in 
which no girl feels unsafe even when she 
is alone in the darkness of  night is dif-
ficult. Therefore, treating this incident 
as merely another crime and forgetting it 
would be the biggest mistake. It is a warn-
ing that criminals become fearless when, 
somewhere within the system, the fear 
of  consequences disappears. They must 
fear not merely the law, but its certain 
and impartial enforcement. Society must 
also decide whether it wants to remain a 
society that lights candles after a crime or 
become a society that ensures the safety 
of  its daughters before a crime occurs.

(The author is a senior journalist 
actively engaged in journalism for 36 

years and author of  several books includ-
ing 'Sagar Se Antariksh Tak: Bharat Ki 

Raksha Kranti')
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LeT Terrorist 
with security forces conducting extensive 

searches in the area following the encoun-
ter.

Inspector General of  Police, Kashmir 
Zone, Sujit Kumar, also visited the opera-
tion site on Friday and took stock of  the 
security situation and the ongoing search 
operation—(KNO)

Kashmir Receives First
covered in fresh snow. Moreover, there 

were also reports of  snowfall from Kaobal 
Gali, Tulail Valley.

“Snowfall today has remained confined 
to around 3900 metres and above. This was 
expected as the prediction for extreme 
higher reaches was already shared,” said 
an independent weatherman.

“When snowfall begins to occur over the 
extreme higher reaches, even during short 
spells, it can signal the onset of  autumn 
and the withdrawal of  monsoon season,” 
he added.

According to the India Meteorologi-
cal Department's evening weather bulle-
tin, Srinagar recorded 0.4 mm of  rainfall 
between 8:30 am and 5:30 pm, while Pahal-
gam received 2.6 mm, Qazigund 1 mm, and 
Kukernag 1.2 mm.

Gulmarg recorded 7.2 mm of  rainfall 
during the period, while Katra received no 
rain during the day but recorded 42.6 mm in 
the preceding 24 hours.

Srinagar recorded a maximum temper-
ature of  26.6 degrees Celsius, 1.2 degrees 
below normal, while the minimum tempera-
ture settled at 17.2 degrees Celsius, 2 degrees 
above normal.

Pahalgam recorded a maximum of  23.4 
degrees Celsius and a minimum of  13.4 
degrees, while Gulmarg recorded 19 degrees 
and 7.6 degrees, respectively.

In Jammu, the maximum temperature 
was 32.7 degrees Celsius, which was normal 
for this time of  the year, while the mini-
mum stood at 23.4 degrees, 0.4 degrees below 
normal.

The weather system has now largely 
cleared the J&K region, though a short-
duration spell of  rain or thundershower 
is possible at a few places on Sunday, par-
ticularly during the morning and afternoon 
hours.

Mostly dry weather is expected to prevail 
across Jammu and Kashmir thereafter till 
September 12, according to the forecast.

The fresh snowfall over the extreme 
higher reaches is considered a seasonal indi-
cator, with such snowfall during this period 
often coinciding with the gradual transition 
towards autumn and the withdrawal of  the 
monsoon season—(KNO)

J&K Set For Grand
for the festival, while the preview com-

mittee selected 135 films representing more 
than 40 countries for screening.

“The response has been encouraging. We 
received around 1,100 films from 92 coun-
tries, and the preview committee has short-
listed 135 films representing more than 40 
countries,” he said.

Bukhari said the festival would also pro-
vide local students and aspiring filmmakers 
an opportunity to interact with established 
names from the industry through master-
classes and panel discussions.

“We want to connect the tourism potential 
of  J&K with cinema and give our students and 
local talent an opportunity to engage directly 
with leading names from the industry,” he said.

The Joint Director added that the govern-
ment hoped to institutionalise the festival on 
the lines of  major international film festivals. 
“Our attempt is to institutionalise this film 
festival every year, like the Cannes Film Fes-
tival in Europe. If  we make sustained efforts, I 
am confident we can bring that kind of  festival 
culture to India,” Bukhari said.

Notably, the festival programme includes 
screenings, masterclasses, workshops, in-
conversation sessions, panel discussions, 
roundtables and cultural performances.

The major activities will be held at SKICC 
and INOX in Srinagar, besides a dedicated 
one-day programme in Gulmarg, while a 
floating cinema on Dal Lake is also planned 
as part of  the festival experience.

Masterclasses by leading filmmakers and 
academicians will be organised at SKICC, 
while media professionals and professors 
from local universities are also expected to 
participate in panel discussions.

Students from universities will get an 
opportunity to interact with prominent film-
makers and industry professionals, provid-
ing them exposure to different aspects of  
cinema and filmmaking.

The festival is also expected to bring more 
than 300 delegates from different parts of  
the world to Jammu and Kashmir, creat-
ing opportunities for local professionals 
and emerging filmmakers to network and 
explore collaborations.

The festival carries a prize purse of  Rs 
96 lakh across nine award categories, with 
Best Film carrying the highest prize of  Rs 
25 lakh, while Best Director and Best Debut 
Film of  a Director carry Rs 15 lakh each. 

The Best Film—J&K Select award carries a 
prize of  Rs 10 lakh.

The selected films will be presented 
across categories including International 
Panorama, Bharat Panorama, Cinema of  the 
World, Documentary, Hybrid Documentary 
and J&K Select.

Gulmarg is also being prepared to show-
case Jammu and Kashmir’s tourism poten-
tial before visiting filmmakers and del-
egates.

The Gulmarg Development Authority has 
worked on a dedicated itinerary highlight-
ing the resort’s scenic beauty, adventure 
activities, hospitality, local culture and tour-
ism infrastructure.

Special attention is being paid to branding 
and beautification along the Narbal-Gul-
marg stretch, besides sanitation, cleanli-
ness, healthcare and emergency response 
arrangements.

The administration has also inspected Dal 
Lake to assess its cleaning and aesthetic 
presentation ahead of  the arrival of  film-
makers and guests.

The festival is intended to use cinema as a 
vehicle to showcase Jammu and Kashmir’s 
landscapes, cultural heritage, handicrafts, 
tourism potential and creative talent before 
a national and international audience—
(KNO)

NCB Busts Two
follow-up recovery in Punjab, the NCB has 

seized a total 6.92 kg of  heroin.
The spokesman said two of  these opera-

tions were conducted in drug-affected 
slums, with the enforcement action target-
ing vulnerable pockets exploited for drug 
trafficking.

In the latest operation conducted Septem-
ber 3, the NCB intercepted a passenger bus 
near New Bus Stand, Samba, and recovered 
522 grams of  heroin from Aqib Bashir, resi-
dent of  Kakapora village of  Pulwama.

Pursuing the backward linkage of  the con-
signment led investigators to Punjab’s Lud-
hiana, where a follow-up operation resulted 
in recovery of  another 197 grams of  heroin, 
the spokesman said.

He said the twin Samba-Ludhiana opera-
tions resulted in seizure of  719 grams of  
heroin, while further investigation is under-
way to identify and apprehend other persons 
connected with the supply, transportation 
and intended distribution of  the consign-
ment.

The Punjab trail comes close on the heels 
of  another NCB operation involving seizure 
of  5.16 kg of  heroin from Jammu’s Pun-
jtirthi area.

Investigation in the case indicated that the 
consignment had originated from Pakistan 
and entered Jammu and Kashmir through 
the Uri sector. NCB pursued the trail beyond 
the point of  seizure up to Leh, where the 
alleged supplier was apprehended, the 
spokesman said.

He said the two investigations have there-
fore exposed two different supply chan-
nels pushing heroin into the region — one 
originating across the Pakistan border and 
another operating through the Punjab-Jam-
mu and Kashmir corridor.

Additionally, as part of the sustained offensive 
on drug trafficking in the region, the NCB con-
ducted two separate operations in drug-affected 
slums in Jammu and Samba districts, recovering 
438 grams and 603 grams of heroin, respectively.

The spokesman said NCB’s strategy is not 
merely intercepting drugs or apprehending 
carriers.

“Every consignment is being pursued 
backwards towards its source, forwards 
towards intended recipients and through its 
financial trail, with the objective of  identify-
ing and dismantling the entire trafficking 
chain. The Pakistan-Uri trail pursued up 
to Leh and the latest Samba trail pursued 
backwards to Ludhiana demonstrate this 
approach,” the spokesman said.

He said further investigation is underway 
to identify the source, intended recipients, 
financiers and other associates of  these net-
works and to trace their wider interstate and 
cross-border linkages.

The NCB appealed to the public to join the 
fight against drug trafficking. “Any infor-
mation relating to the sale, storage, trans-
portation or trafficking of  narcotic drugs 
may be shared on the MANAS National Nar-
cotics Helpline — 1933. The identity of  the 
informant will be kept confidential,” the 
spokesman said.

Govt Committed
not merely imparting knowledge; they 

are shaping minds, nurturing values and 
preparing the citizens who will build the 
future of  our society. Their role in nation-
building is therefore unparalleled,” the Min-
ister said.

She added that the  Teachers’ Day pro-
vides an opportunity to acknowledge the 
dedication, commitment and sacrifices of  
the teaching fraternity.

The Minister said that the Government 
recognises teachers as one of  the most 
important pillars of  the education system 
and is committed to creating an enabling 
environment where teachers can discharge 

their responsibilities with dignity, confi-
dence and professional excellence.

She underlined the need for continuous 
improvement in the quality of  education, 
strengthening of  school infrastructure, 
adoption of  innovative teaching method-
ologies and greater focus on holistic devel-
opment of  students. She said that the Gov-
ernment is working towards ensuring that 
children in every part of  Jammu and Kash-
mir have access to quality education and 
adequate learning opportunities.

Referring to issues concerning the teach-
ing community, the Minister said that the 
Government is conscious of  the concerns 
being raised by teachers and aspiring edu-
cators and is committed to addressing them 
through due institutional  processes.

On the issue of  Teacher Eligibility Test 
(TET),  Sakeena Itoo stated that the Gov-
ernment will bring a resolution on TET in 
the upcoming session of  the Jammu and 
Kashmir Legislative Assembly, reiterat-
ing that the concerns associated with the 
matter would be examined and taken for-
ward through the appropriate process.

She called upon teachers to remain at the 
forefront of  educational transformation and 
urged them to encourage curiosity, creativ-
ity, critical thinking and ethical values 
among students.

The Minister also emphasised the impor-
tance of  strengthening the connect between 
teachers, parents and communities, saying 
that a child’s development is a shared 
responsibility. She maintained that educa-
tion must equip students not only with aca-
demic knowledge but also with confidence, 
compassion, discipline and the ability to 
contribute meaningfully to society.

Highlighting the changing nature of  edu-
cation, she encouraged teachers to make 
effective use of  technology and modern ped-
agogical tools while retaining the human 
and value-based dimensions of  teaching.

Sakeena Itoo expressed appreciation for 
teachers serving in difficult and remote 
areas of  Jammu and Kashmir, acknowledg-
ing their dedication in ensuring continuity 
of  education despite geographical and logis-
tical challenges.

She said that the Government would con-
tinue to engage with the teaching frater-
nity and other stakeholders to strengthen 
the education system and address genuine 
concerns in a structured and time-bound 
manner.

The Minister also felicitated outstanding 
teachers including Namarita Sharma, Amol 
Sharma,  Abhinav Gupta,  Anita Rani, Jagat 
Dev Singh, Sandeep Kumar,  Kulbeet Singh, 
Reyaz Ahmad Khan, Tawheed Parvaiz, Rabia 
Mukhtar, Gh. Mohd. Dar, Muzaffar Ahmad 
Wani,  Javaid Ahmad Rather, Altaf  Ahmad 
Bhat, Towfeeqe Ali,  Showket Hussain Bhat 
(Lecturer), Dr. Sameena Wani (Principal), 
Badhar Singh (Lecturer), Shahid Qureshi 
(Senior Lecturer) and Anwar Khan (Prin-
cipal) for their exemplary contribution to 
the field of  education and wished the entire 
teaching fraternity on Teachers’ Day.

Speaking on the occasion, Director School 
Education Kashmir, Naseer Ahmad Wani 
highlighted the vital role of  teachers in 
building an enlightened, responsible and 
progressive society.

Project Director, Samagra Shiksha, Bha-
wani Rakhwal; Director School Education 
Jammu, Naseem Javaid Chowdhary; Joint 
Director Education (Central), Principals of  
various higher secondary schools, lecturers,  
teachers and large number of  students were 
also present on the occasion.

India Votes In Favour
that “this distortion contributes to mini-

mising the perceived sizes of  Africa, Latin 
America and South Asia, and perpetuating 
an unbalanced view of  the world.”

In an explanation of  the vote in the Gen-
eral Assembly, First Secretary at the Per-
manent Mission of  India to the UN, Raghoo 
Puri, said India “welcomes” the intention 
behind the resolution to promote more 
accurate and representative cartographic 
practices.

"We believe that maps play an important 
role in how societies understand geography 
and the relative scale of  the world around 
us,” he said.

However, India clarified its understand-
ing of  the scope of  this resolution, saying, 
"We believe that the resolution should be 
understood as supporting the broader use 
and consideration of  Equal Area map pro-
jections, and not as endorsing the Equal 
Earth projection or any other specific map 
projection."

EAM  To Address
Bangladesh Foreign Minister Khalilur 

Rahman, who was elected in June to head 
the 193-member UN organisation.

US President Donald Trump will address 
world leaders from the iconic UNGA podium 
on September 22, his second address to the 
UN session in his second term in the White 
House.

Considered the “busiest diplomatic 
season” of  the year at the United Nations 
Headquarters, the high-level session opens 

annually in September.
The session this year comes amid continu-

ing geopolitical conflicts across the world, 
including the months-long US-Israel war 
against Iran that has had a devastating cas-
cading impact on countries of  the Global 
South as well as the least developed nations, 
affected by rising food and fuel costs in the 
wake of  the continued disruption in the 
Strait of  Hormuz.

Meetings scheduled to take place during 
the UNGA session include high-level ses-
sion to commemorate the 40th anniversary 
of  the Declaration on the Right to Develop-
ment; meeting on climate action and the just 
transition.

High-level meeting to address the existen-
tial threats posed by sea level rise; pandemic 
prevention, preparedness and response and 
plenary meeting to commemorate and pro-
mote the International Day for the Total 
Elimination of  Nuclear Weapons.

The heads of  Government of  Bangladesh 
and Nepal will address the General Debate 
on September 24 followed by Pakistan a day 
later.

This will also be the last high-level UN 
General Assembly session for current UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, whose 
second five-year tenure as head of  the global 
organisation ends in December this year.

The process to elect the next UN chief  is 
underway, with all eyes on whether a female 
will be selected to the lead the 80-year old 
body for the first time in its history.

Apple Harvest Begins
apples are currently fetching around Rs 

1,200–1,400 per box, while demand for qual-
ity Gala apples has also remained encour-
aging.

Fruit growers said the early market trend 
has raised hopes of  a better season, par-
ticularly after the uncertainty and losses 
witnessed last year.

Basheer Ahmad Basheer, President of  the 
Fruit Growers Association Kashmir, said 
that the apple season has started on a posi-
tive note compared to last year.

“Unlike last year, when the closure of  the 
highway badly affected the movement of  
fruit and growers suffered heavy losses, the 
market this year has started on an encour-
aging note. The demand is good, and grow-
ers are getting reasonable returns for their 
produce,” he said.

Basheer said growers were hopeful that 
the positive trend would continue as the har-
vesting season progresses across different 
parts of  Kashmir.

“We are hopeful that the market will 
remain stable throughout the season. If  
the demand continues and transportation 
remains smooth, growers can expect hand-
some returns this year,” he said.

Another fruit grower from south Kash-
mir said the initial rates had provided some 
confidence to orchardists, particularly those 
cultivating early varieties.

“The beginning is certainly better than 
what we witnessed last year. Kulu is get-
ting around Rs 1,200 to Rs 1,400 per box, and 
there is good demand for Gala as well. We 
hope the rates remain stable when harvest-
ing picks up in the main apple-producing 
areas,” he said.

Growers, however, said the real picture 
of  the season would become clearer once 
harvesting gains momentum in the major 
apple-producing belts, and the volume of  
arrivals increases in fruit markets.

They urged the authorities to ensure 
uninterrupted transportation, adequate 
market facilities and timely movement of  
fruit outside the Valley so that the initial 
positive trend is sustained.

“Good rates at the beginning of  the season 
are encouraging, but what matters is wheth-
er growers continue to receive remunerative 
prices throughout the harvesting period. 
Smooth transportation and proper market 
management will be crucial,” another 
grower said.

Apple growers have also expressed hope 
that improved market conditions will help 
them recover some of  the losses incurred 
in previous seasons and meet rising cultiva-
tion, labour, packaging and transportation 
costs—(KNO)

25,000 MTs Of Apples
speaking after a stakeholder consulta-

tion meeting convened by the Directorate 
of  Horticulture Planning and Marketing at 
Rajbagh, Srinagar, under his chairmanship 
to deliberate on the effective utilisation of  
railway goods/freight and Ro-Ro services 
for transportation of  horticultural produce.

The Director Horticulture said greater 
utilisation of  railway services could pro-
vide an additional and reliable transporta-
tion option during the peak harvest season, 
when large quantities of  apples need to be 
moved to markets outside the region.

The increased focus on rail transportation 
comes amid persistent challenges in trans-
porting Kashmir’s apple produce by road. 
During the peak season, heavy traffic on 
the Srinagar-Jammu National Highway, fre-
quent highway closures, traffic restrictions, 
landslides and adverse weather conditions 
can delay the movement of  fruit to markets 
outside the region—(KNO)
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DAR MATTING SHOP
DEALS IN:- BLANKETS, BED SHEETS, BED COVERS, PILLOW COVERS, DOOR MATS, ROOM SHEETS, GRAPHICS, LINING, ROTTERY & MUCH MORE

ADDRESS:- SADAT MARKET, NEAR PNB, SHADIPORA SUMBAL +91- 9906230114-  6006600834



        CMYK        

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

NEWS
www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

        CMYK        

SRINAGAR   |  Sunday, 06, September 2026 07

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PUBLIC 
WORKS (R&B) DIVISION AWANTIPORA

 Email: Email: rb-awantipora@jk.gov.in
NO: T-1/EEA/5647-52_Dated: 05/09/2026

EXTENSION NOTICE
Subject: -
1. Internal Road with Side Drain for SWM Facility Gallander Pampore.
2. UDDDC2627100003-(Construction of R Wall from Iqbal Masjid to HO Ali Mohammad Ahangar Iqbal Coloney Ward No 

9 MC Khrew).
Reference: -
1.	 This	office	e-NIT	No.94/EEA/	RNB/2026-27/4830-40	Dated	14-08-2026
2.	 This	office	e-NIT	No.96/EEA/	RNB/2026-27/4881-91	Dated	17-08-2026
The critical dates for the above noted Works are hereby extended as under:

1 Bid Submission End Date 14-09-2026 up to 4. 00 P.M
2 Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online) 15-09-2026 up to 12.00 P.M

All other terms & Conditions shall remain same as per above mentioned NIT.
Sd/-	 sd/-
Technical	officer	 Executive	Engineer	
	 R&B	Division	Awantipora

DIPK-5335-26
DT: 05/09/2026

Government of Jammu & Kashmir 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
IRRIGATION DIVISION ANANTNAG 

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS
Notice Inviting short term E-Tenders-NITNo. 16 of 2026-27

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of J and K U.T, e-tenders on percentage rate basis are invited in Single cover system from approved and 
eligible contractors registered with J& KU.T Govt./CPWD/Railways/other govts/UT's for the following works: -

S. 
NO. NAME OF WORK

Estt Cost 
(Rs in 
lacs)

Earnest 
Money 

(EMD) Rs

Time for 
completion

Class of 
Contract

Cost of 
Tender docu-

ment (Rs)

Major 
Head of 
Account

Tender 
opening 
authority

1
Desilting of Zall Khul from Downstream Khan Mo-
halla Bridge Khan Mohalla to its Tail end at Seer 
Hamdam.

4.00 12000/= 15 days DEE 300/- M&R 
2702

Ex.  
Engineer

2
Checking of overflow by way of construction of 
lining wall on Manzigam Singpora ladh offtaking 
from Martand canal at RD 700 mtrs.

4.00 12000/= 20 days DEE 300/- M&R 
2702

Ex.  
Enginee r

3
Strengthening of weak embankment and check-
ing of leakages of Awantipora canal near RD 
1300 mtrs.

4.33 12990/= 20 days DEE 300/- M&R 
2702

Ex.  
Engineer

4
Checking of overflow of Bringi Canal old by way of 
Construction of lining wall at RD 600, RD 1050, 
RD 2300, RD 2400 & RD 3100.

4.95 14850/= 20 days DEE 300/- M&R 
2702

Ex.  
Engineer

5

Repairs to supply Channel and restoration of 
breaches of GKMD by way of construction of lining 
wall at RD, 850, RD 1450 &RD 2550, crate work 
at offtake point and near RD 1150 and jacketing 
near supply channel.

4.91 14730/= 20 days DEE 300/- M&R 
2702

Ex.  
Engineer

6 Restoration of breached spot at RD 2700 m on 
Pethan Zamindari Khul. 4.85 14550/= 20 days DEE 300/- M&R 

2702
Ex.  

Engineer

7 Construction of lining wall with bed treatment and 
PCC jacketing on both sides of Sether minor at spots. 4.98 14940/= 20 days DEE 300/- M&R 

2702
Ex.  

Engineer

8 Repair to Magraypora Bifurcation of D3 branch of 
Martand canal. 2.74 8220/= 20 days DEE 200/- M&R 

2702
Ex.  

Engineer

9 Construction of lining wall on both sides of Brag-
am ladi Downstream of flume. 2.29 6870/= 20days DEE 200/- M&R 

2702
Ex.  

Engineer

10 Restoration of breach by way of lining wall on 
Voi-Waterhal ladi at Rd 400 mtrs. 1.26 3780/= 15 days DEE 200/- M&R 

2702
Ex.  

Engineer

11
Repairs of supply channel/Escape channel of 
Thajiwara Canal at Headworks by way of Construc-
tion of lining wall.

1.45 4350/= 15 days DEE 200/- M&R 
2702

Ex.  
Engineer

12 Repairs to Gham khul at Hardpora by way of con-
struction of lining wall, jacketing and Coping. 2.08 6240/= 20 days DEE 200/- M&R 

2702
Ex.  

Engineer

13 Restoration of offtake points of chek ladi and 
breach on Zen Zen ladi near RD. 5490 mtrs. 2.27 6810/= 20days DEE 200/- M&R 

2702
Ex.  

Engineer

14 Restoration of offtake points of Sayen Ladi Wan-
gam Irrigation ladi. 1.42 4260/= 15days DEE 200/- M&R 

2702
Ex.  

Engineer
Remittance Head:-0702
Position of AAA: - (1)Accorded vide Superintending Engineer Hyd. Circle Anantnag’s AA order No. 32 DB of 2026 dated 25/08/2026 issued under 

No. SE/Hyd/DB/AA/5494-95 dated 25/08/2026 
Position of TS.-  (1). Accorded vide Superintending Engineer Hyd. Anantnag’s T/s order No. 37 DB of 2026. Dated 01/09/2026
 (2) Accorded vide this office TS order No. 11 DB of 2026-27 dated 02/08/2026 issued under No. IDA/DB/3898 dated 

02/09/2026 Position of Funds: -Budgetary Provision
The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill of quantities (BOQ) set to terms and conditions of contract and other 
details can be seen/ downloaded from the departmental website.www.jktenders.gov.in as per the schedule of dates detailed below:- _

1. Publishing date 04.09.2026 02.00PM
2. Download Date Starts 04.09.2026 02.00PM
3. BID Submission Date Starts 04.09.2026 02.00PM
4. BID Submission Date Ends 16.09.2026 06.00 PM
5. Date of opening of tenders 17.09.2026 11:00 AM

The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website www.jktenders.gov.in and The bids uploaded shall be opened online on above mentioned 
date by the Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Anantnag in presence of the bidders who may wish to be present. In case of holiday or office happening 
to be closed on the date of opening of the bid, the same will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.
1. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copies (on 100dpi) of all necessary documents like Cost of Tender document in the form of Treasury 

Challan in favour of Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Anantnag , latest GST clearance certificate(GSTR-3B and GSTR-1) .Registration card 
duly renewed along with Verification, Affidavit (1st Class Magistrate),BID Security in the form of EMD (CDR/FDR/TDR) for an amount detailed 
above.. (EMD CDR shall be deposited separately for each item of work). The date of CDR/FDR/TDR should be between the bid submission start 
date and bid submission end date. After opening of tenders online, the 1st lowest bidder shall be asked to deposit the CDR/FDR/additional 
performance security pledged to tender receiving authority and other documents in original. The CDR/ FDR / additional performance security 
and other documents in original shall be deposited within two Days positively after opening of tenders. The EMD in the shape of CDR/FDR of the 
successful bidder will be retained as performance security deposit till expiry of defect liability period, whereas the EMD of unsuccessful bidders 
will be returned/released latest by 30 days after award of the contract. Furthermore to complete the process of evaluation of bids prior to award 
of contract, verification of uploaded documents of participating bidders shall be done to ascertain their genuineness wherever required.”

The check list of documents for cover 1st is attached with the NIT & bidders are advised to recheck the uploaded documents as per the Check list.
2. Additional Performance Security shall be taken from the first lowest bidder/selected bidder (within 02 days after opening of the tenders) in the 

shape of CDR/FDR/TDR as per the Circular issued by the Finance Department vide No. FD-Code/441/2021-02-158 dated 08-08-2025 if the 
bid percentage is below 10% . The additional performance guarantee/security shall be treated as a part of performance security.

3.  The CDR/ FDR/Security Deposit uploaded during tendering shall be properly verified from the issuing bank before awarding the contract. Fur-
thermore if at any stage the CDR/APS/FDR/Security Deposit are found to be false/or forged/fraudulent, action as warranted under rules shall 
be initiated against the contractor as laid down in Procurement of Manual of works GFR 2017 besides blacklisting the contractor from tendering 
process.

 31.  “It shall be mandatory for the bidder or his authorized representative, while visiting the work site, to take photographs of himself at the site 
along with the geo-tagged coordinates. The said geo-tagged photographs shall be uploaded/submitted along with the other documents as 
prescribed in the SBD/NIT.

32. All the guidelines/terms & conditions as laid down in relevant Schemes, including the guidelines/terms & conditions as laid down in the Ac-
cord of Administrative Approval, shall be applied strictly.

33. Other terms & conditions shall be the same as laid down in the PWD Form-25.
No. IDA/2903-20 Executive Engineer
Dated: 03/09/2026 Irrigation Division Anantnag

DIPK-5353-26
DT: 05/09/2026
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HC Juvenile Justice Committee, 
UNICEF hold consultation on 
10 years of JJA

20th Scientific Advisory Committee 

meeting of KVK B'pora held

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Juvenile 
Justice Committee, High 
Court of  Jammu & Kash-
mir and Ladakh, with the 
support of  UNICEF India, 
organized a one day annual 
consultation on “Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protec-
tion of  Children) Act, 2015: 
A Decade of  Implementa-
tion and the Way Forward” 
at the J&K Judicial Acade-
my, Mominabad, Srinagar.

The consultation was 
attended by the Judges of  
the High Court, Judicial 
Officers, Principal Magis-
trates of  Juvenile Justice 
Boards, Chairpersons of  
Child Welfare Committees, 
officers of  Special Juvenile 
Police Units, senior officers 
of  concerned departments, 
Legal Services Authorities, 
child protection profession-
als, mental health experts, 
civil society and academia 
besides participants join-
ing virtually from Jammu 
and Ladakh. The consul-
tation reviewed a decade 
of  implementation of  the 
Juvenile Justice Act and 
identified priorities for 
strengthening the Juvenile 
Justice and Child Protec-
tion System.

Justice Sindhu Sharma, 
Judge, High Court of  J&K 
and Ladakh and Chairper-
son, Juvenile Justice Com-
mittee, in her presidential 
address, emphasized that 
a child in conflict with law 
remains, first and fore-
most, a child and that the 
juvenile justice system 
must remain rooted in 
fairness, rehabilitation and 
the developmental needs of  
children, in keeping with 
principles reflected in the 
Beijing Rules. She high-
lighted the continuing 
challenge of  balancing the 
reformative approach with 
concerns arising from seri-
ous offences. She stressed 
the need for adequately 
resourced institutions, 

trained personnel, effective 
data systems and account-
ability. She observed that 
while the first decade 
focused substantially on 
building the institutional 
architecture of  juvenile 
justice, the next decade 
must focus on ensuring 
that these institutions 
deliver meaningful, child-
centered outcomes and 
provide every child with 
dignity, rehabilitation and 
a genuine opportunity for 
a better future.

Justice Mohd. Akram 
Chowdhary, Judge, High 
Court of  J&K and Ladakh 
and Member, Juvenile Jus-
tice Committee, described 
the completion of  ten years 
of  the Act as an opportu-
nity to objectively assess 
its implementation. While 
acknowledging the func-
tioning of  Child Welfare 
Committees and Juvenile 
Justice Boards across J&K 
and Ladakh, he empha-
sized that success must 
ultimately be measured by 
its impact on children. He 
called for stronger infra-
structure, trained person-
nel, continuous capacity 
building, adequate admin-
istrative and financial sup-
port, periodic evaluation 

and improved inter-depart-
mental coordination.

Justice Wasim Sadiq 
Nargal emphasized that 
juvenile justice extends 
beyond law and requires 
a multidisciplinary 
approach. Reflecting on 
a decade of  the Juvenile 
Justice Act, he stressed the 
need to address implemen-
tation gaps and strengthen 
delivery on the ground. He 
highlighted the concerns 
regarding children above 
sixteen years accused of  
heinous offences, confiden-
tiality of  juvenile records 
and effective functioning 
of  Juvenile Justice Boards 
and Child Welfare Com-
mittees. He also called for 
child-centric adoption, 
adequate infrastructure, 
trained personnel and 
administrative support, 
stressing that the Act 
must be implemented in 
letter and spirit to ensure 
protection, rehabilitation, 
dignity and hope for every 
vulnerable child.

 Jesper Moller, Deputy 
Representative (Pro-
gramme), UNICEF India 
Country Office, described 
ten years of  the Juvenile 
Justice Act as an important 
milestone and emphasized 

the need to assess its impact 
on children. He highlight-
ed Jammu & Kashmir’s 
progress in prevention 
and family-based care, 
Child-Friendly Spaces, 
Adolescent Resource Cen-
tres, strengthening of  
Child Care Institutions 
and training of  more than 
9,000 frontline workers. He 
identified prevention, fami-
ly-based care, institutional 
coordination, accountabil-
ity and disability inclusion 
as key priorities for the 
next decade.

Earlier, Naseer Ahmed 
Dar, Director, J&K Judi-
cial Academy and Ex-
Officio Member Secretary, 
Juvenile Justice Commit-
tee, welcomed the partici-
pants and emphasized that 
juvenile justice and child 
protection are shared 
responsibilities requiring 
coordinated institutional 
efforts. He highlighted the 
key areas of  the consulta-
tion and called for candid, 
constructive and solution-
oriented deliberations 
leading to practical recom-
mendations for the 2026–27 
Action Plan, keeping the 
best interests, dignity, 
safety and rehabilitation 
of  children at the centre.

The consultation was 
comprised of  four sessions. 
The first, “An Overview of  
the Implementation of  the 
Juvenile Justice (Care and 
Protection of  Children) 
Act, 2015,” was chaired 
by Justice Mohd. Akram 
Chowdhary. It focused on 
implementation trends, 
accountability, child pro-
tection service delivery and 
institutional functioning. 
Presentations were made by 
Bashir Ahmad Khan, Secre-
tary, Social Welfare Depart-
ment, UT of J&K; Dr. Zahida 
Banoo, Director, Social and 
Tribal Welfare & Mission 
Director, Mission Vatsalya, 
UT of Ladakh and Sharmila 
Ray, Child Protection Spe-
cialist, UNICEF India.

Orientation Session on enforcement of 

Non-Biodegradable Material Act held at B'pora
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: A meeting-
cum-orientation session on 
effective enforcement of the 
J&K Non-Biodegradable 
Material (Management, Han-
dling and Disposal) Act, 2007, 
Plastic Waste Management 
Rules and other applicable 
provisions was held on Sat-
urday at the Conference Hall, 
Mini Secretariat, Bandipora.

The session was held 
under the chairmanship of  
Chairman, J&K Pollution 
Control Committee (PCC), 
Vasu Yadav, in the pres-
ence of  Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Bandipora, Indu 
Kanwal Chib.

During the session, the con-
cerned departments/officials 
were oriented about the legal 
provisions governing non-
biodegradable material and 
plastic waste, including the 
prescribed fine structure and 
compounding powers under 
SRO-243 of  2011 and relevant 
provisions of  the Plastic Waste 
Management Rules, 2016.

On the occasion, detailed 

discussions were held on the 
standardized procedure for 
identification and documen-
tation of  violations, filling 
and issuance of  Compound-
ing Challan-cum-Money 
Receipt, realization and 
accounting of the compound-
ing amount, maintenance of  
records and submission of  
monthly returns.

The meeting also delib-
erated on the procedure to 
be followed in cases where 
violators refuse to compound 
the offence, including initia-
tion of  proceedings before 
the competent Magistrate/
Executive Magistrate.

During the session, 
emphasis was laid on coordi-
nated enforcement through 
joint, sector-wise inspection 
drives covering commer-
cial hubs, tourist locations 
and municipal areas. It was 
informed that enforcement of  
the Solid Waste Management 
provisions will commence 
from next week, with dedicat-
ed inspection teams already 
constituted for conducting 
field inspections and taking 

action against violations.
The officers were also 

asked to identify field-level 
challenges and ensure effec-
tive implementation of  the 
provisions within their 
respective jurisdictions. 

The inspection teams were 
directed to undertake regu-
lar field visits, ensure proper 
documentation of  violations 
and follow the prescribed 
procedure while initiating 
enforcement action.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: The 20th 
Scientific Advisory Com-
mittee (SAC) Meeting of  
Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
(KVK) Bandipora-1, 
SKUAST-Kashmir, was 
held Saturday at KVK 
Bandipora-1 under the 
chairmanship of  Prof. 
(Dr.) Nazir Ahmad Ganai, 
Vice-Chancellor, SKUAST-
Kashmir.

Deputy Commissioner, 
Bandipora, Indu Kanwal 
Chib attended the meeting 
as the Guest of  Honour. 
Prof. Raihana Habib 
Kanth, Director Extension, 
SKUAST-Kashmir, graced 
the occasion and partici-
pated in the deliberations 
of  the SAC meeting.

In his address, Prof. 
(Dr.) Nazir Ahmad Ganai, 
appreciated the efforts of  
KVK Bandipora-1 in imple-
menting farmer-oriented 
extension programmes 
and emphasized the need 
for strengthening tech-
nology dissemination, 
promoting innovative and 
climate-resilient agricul-
tural practices, and focus-
ing on interventions aimed 
at enhancing farm income 
and improving farmers’ 
livelihoods.

Deputy Commissioner, 
Bandipora,  appreciated 
the efforts of  KVK Bandi-

pora-1 in promoting agri-
cultural development in 
the district. She particular-
ly appreciated the KVK’s 
initiatives in aquatic crop 
cultivation, including 
Lotus, Water Chestnut and 
Makhana, and highlighted 
their potential for agricul-
tural diversification and 
productive utilization of  
available water resources. 
She emphasized contin-
ued coordination between 
KVK Bandipora-1 and the 
district administration for 
strengthening farmer-ori-
ented initiatives.

Director Extension, 
SKUAST-Kashmir, empha-
sized the importance of  
need-based extension pro-
grammes, field demonstra-
tions, capacity building and 
effective farmer–scientist 
interaction. She stressed 
the need for aligning the 
activities of  KVK Bandi-
pora-1 with the emerging 
technological and produc-

tion requirements of  the 
farming community.

Dr. Tariq Sultan, Pro-
gramme Coordinator, KVK 
Bandipora-1, highlighted 
the proposed thrust areas, 
including crop diversifica-
tion, aquatic agriculture, 
horticulture, protected 
cultivation, value addition, 
technology demonstra-
tions, farmer training and 
capacity building. He also 
apprised the Committee of  
the ongoing initiatives and 
proposed programmes of  
the KVK.

Earlier, a presentation 
on the Annual Progress 
Report 2025–26, highlight-
ing the major activities 
and achievements of  KVK 
Bandipora-1 during the 
year was presented. This 
was followed by the presen-
tation of  the Action Plan 
by Dr. Tariq Sultan, Pro-
gramme Coordinator, KVK 
Bandipora-1, outlining the 
proposed programmes and 

priority areas for the forth-
coming period.

The progressive farmers 
participating in the meet-
ing shared their field-level 
experiences, observations 
and suggestions regarding 
agricultural production and 
emerging challenges in the 
district. Their inputs were 
considered during the dis-
cussions on future exten-
sion priorities and interven-
tions of  KVK Bandipora-1.

The SAC members 
held detailed delibera-
tions on the Annual Prog-
ress Report and Action 
Plan and offered valuable 
suggestions for further 
strengthening the activi-
ties of  KVK Bandipora-1.

The meeting concluded 
with a focus on strengthen-
ing farmer-centric extension, 
promoting innovative agri-
cultural technologies and 
addressing the priority needs 
of the farming community of  
District Bandipora.
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'Intensity, energy is 
different': Ishan sees 
'hunger and motivation' 
in Shami for India return

IANS

CHENNAI: Despite being 
away from the Internation-
al team, Ishan Kishan sees 
the "hunger and motiva-
tion" in veteran fast bowler 
Mohammed Shami in his 
bid for an India comeback 
after repeated strong per-
formances in the domestic 
circuit.

Shami has not played an 
international game since 
India's 2025 Champions 
Trophy win in early 2025 
and has not been picked in 
any squads despite turn-
ing up and performing in 
the domestic arena across 
formats.

However, Ishan, who 
is leading Shami in the 
Duleep Trophy for East 
Zone, can see the "inten-
sity and energy" in the 
36-year-old, stating that the 
veteran still keeps an India 
return in his wish list. "I 
feel age is just a number," 
Ishan said on the eve of  
the Duleep Trophy final 
against South Zone.

"If  he is working hard, it 
doesn't matter - he has been 
doing so well. Having him 
in our team, it gives us a bit 
more confidence when you 
have such bowlers in your 
team who can get you wick-
ets and especially looking 

at Shami bhai this season, 
his intensity, his energy has 
been very different.

Ishan emphasised 
Shami's motivation to 
play for the domestic sides 
despite not being in the 
scheme of  things for the 
national selectors for now. 
"It has been three years 
since that (2023) World Cup 
(when he was in excellent 
form); it is hard when you 
are not regularly playing 
for Indian team and to 
again have that same kind 
of  motivation for your 
domestic games, it is tough. 
But I feel I see that hunger 
in him because who better 
than me can judge about 
hunger right now?

"I think he has that 
hunger and that motivation 
right now. He wants to do 
that comeback; he wants to 

be part of  the Indian squad 
again, and which you can 
see it in him when he is 
trying to help me, also when 
I'm leading the side... he is 
trying to come to me, give 
me options of  what you can 
do right now," he added.

Shami has been prolific 
in the domestic arena. He 
picked 37 wickets in the 
Ranji Trophy 2025-26 at an 
average of  16.72 and was 
the second-highest wicket-
taker for Bengal. In the 
2025-26 Syed Mushtaq Ali 
Trophy, a T20 tournament, 
Shami was Bengal's lead-
ing wicket-taker, with 16 
scalps in seven innings, 
and he was also the highest 
wicket-taker for his state 
in the Vijay Hazare Trophy 
2025-26, a 50-over tourna-
ment, where he took 15 
wickets in seven innings.

Raina backs Pant to return to white-ball 
setup, urges him to play with freedom

IANS

NEW DELHI: Former 
India batter Suresh Raina 
believes wicketkeeper-bat-
ter Rishabh Pant possesses 
the required talent to repli-
cate his stellar Test cricket 
form in white-ball formats, 
provided he plays without 
hesitation and navigates 
through mental blockages.

Despite being a match-
winner for India in Tests, 
Pant has been unable to 
establish himself  in the 
white-ball setup. Though 
he’s played 31 ODIs and 
76 T20Is, Pant last played 
both white-ball formats 
for India in 2024. He was 
an unused member of  the 
2025 Men’s Champions 
Trophy-winning Indian 
team, before being left out 
of  the ODI team from the 
series against Afghanistan 
in June.

“He is my favourite 
player. I think what 
Rishabh has done is that 
he’s playing well and scor-
ing tremendously in the 
Test matches. No, no, he 
is working hard. Dhruv 
Jurel is doing well; Sanju 
Samson is there. But 
Rishabh has that x-factor. 
What I feel and think is 
that he’s slowly maturing. 
You are talking about the 

white ball side of  things, 
but it’s even true in the 
case of  IPL,” Raina said 
to Aakash Chopra on his 
YouTube channel.

Despite Pant’s estab-
lished pedigree in the lon-
gest format of  the game, 
his consistency in white-
ball international cricket 
has drawn scrutiny. “I 
think he has done really 
well, as everyone knows, 
as far as Test matches are 
concerned. But why is the 
same not happening in 
T20Is or ODIs?

“Is he looking for some-
thing in his mind? What is 
it? I think he needs to figure 
out how to pace an innings 
there. In the Test matches, 
he used to play without any 
hesitation. Now if  he has 
to hit a six there, he will 
hit on the very first ball,” 

noted Raina.
The former left-handed 

batter, who was a member 
of  the teams that won the 
2011 ODI World Cup and 
2013 Champions Trophy, 
suggested that being free 
in his batting style can 
help Pant, who didn’t have 
memorable IPL 2025 and 
2026 campaigns with Luc-
know Super Giants before 
moving back to Delhi Capi-
tals right after this year’s 
tournament.

“But sometimes a player 
feels a blockage, and I 
have seen and felt it - that 
I couldn't communicate 
better or that I could have 
been much better in Test 
matches. So, if  Rishabh 
tries, he can spend time 
with someone who can 
guide him in white-ball 
cricket.

Sr Men Inter-Department Hockey: RSPB 

rout TNP, SAI, AIPSCB win again
IANS

HYDERABAD: Railway 
Sports Promotion Board 
handed a 12-1 drubbing to 
Tamil Nadu Police to start 
their campaign in the 
6th Hockey India Senior 
Men Inter-Department 
National Championship 
2026 with two successive 
wins in Hyderabad.

Amandeep Lakra and 
Simranjot Singh both 
struck hat-tricks, as 
Shreyas Dhupe scored 
twice in the huge win, 
with Rohit, Rahim Sayyad 
Niyaz (C), Rawat Yogem-
ber and Lovepreet Singh 
also sounding the board 
in the 12-1 win in the 
Pool D clash. This came 
a day after RSPB had 
defeated Canara Bank 5-1 
with Amandeep, Pard-
eep Singh and Lovepreet 
Singh scoring.

Central Secretariat 
also began their campaign 
with two straight wins 
after handing Sashastra 
Seema Bal a 5-1 drubbing 
in a Pool A game. For CS, 
skipper Chandan Singh 
and Bharath Mahalin-
gappa Kurtakoti scored 

braces, while Manikanta 
Venkatashwarlu added a 
fifth.

The Sports Author-
ity of  India, which had 
routed Defence Accounts 
Sports Control Board 20-1 
on the opening day in the 
Pool B clash, defeated 
Central Reserve Police 

Force 5-0 in their second 
Pool B outing as they also 
started with wins in both 
of  their matches.

All India Police Sports 
Control Board also bagged 
their second win as they 
handed a 4-0 defeat to 
Steel Plant Sports Board 
in Pool C. Arun Sahani 

starred with a hat-trick, 
while Singh Suraj scored 
the other goal.

Food Corporation of  
India had another suc-
cessful day at the office 
as they defeated Steel 
Plant Sports Board 4-0 
in the Pool D clash. Nitin 
and Navraj Singh scored 

braces in another strong 
win for them. They had 
beaten Tamil Nadu Police 
in their opener.

Comptroller & Auditor 
General of  India topped 
the goal fest against 
Punjab & Sind Bank in 
Pool B as they emerged 
victorious 5-4 in a nine-
goal show. They had also 
started their campaign 
with a 4-1 win over Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force 
previously.

Meanwhile, Services 
Sports Control Board, 
who won their opener 6-3 
against Steel Plant Sports 
Board, lost to Central 
Board of  Direct Taxes in 
their second Pool C outing 
2-5.

Petroleum Sports Pro-
motion Board played an 
absorbing 4-4 draw with 
Punjab National Bank as 
Chirmako Sudeep, Tirkey 
Dipsan, Dilbar Barla and 
Singh Talwinder scored for 
PSPB, while Sachin, Singh 
Gursimran, Panchal Prik-
shant and Mahipal sound-
ed the back of the board for 
PNB. PSPB had won their 
opener 7-1 against Sashas-
tra Seema Bal.

DC Sgr discusses roadmap for creating sports 

infrastructure in Srinagar
GMK SPORTS DESK

SRINAGAR: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Srinagar, 
Akshay Labroo on Satur-
day chaired a comprehen-
sive meeting at the Meeting 
Hall of  the DC Office Com-
plex, Srinagar to discuss 
and formulate the Action 
Plan for 2026-31 under the 
Khelo India Movement for 
District Srinagar.

The meeting was con-
vened to deliberate on a 
comprehensive and struc-
tured roadmap aimed 
at strengthening sports 
infrastructure, promot-
ing greater participation 
in sports and creating 
sustainable opportunities 
for young and aspiring 
athletes across the Dis-
trict. Detailed discussions 
were held on measures to 
improve existing sports 
facilities, identify infra-
structure gaps, create and 
upgrade facilities for prior-
ity sports, organise sports 
competitions, identify 
sporting talent and provide 

avenues for its systematic 
development.

On the occasion, the 
DC stressed the need for 
a coordinated and result-
oriented approach involv-
ing all concerned Depart-
ments and stakeholders to 
ensure effective formula-
tion and implementation 
of  the Action Plan. He 
emphasised that the plan 
should focus on expand-
ing access to sports facili-
ties at the grassroots level, 
particularly in rural and 
underserved areas, while 
providing young people 
with adequate opportuni-
ties to participate in vari-
ous sporting disciplines.

The DC also emphasised 

the need for strengthen-
ing and developing sports 
infrastructure in the 
Downtown/Shahr-e-Khaas 
areas of  Srinagar District, 
with a view to providing 
accessible sporting facili-
ties to youth in these dense-
ly populated areas.

He directed the con-
cer ned Of f icers  to 
undertake a comprehen-
sive assessment of  the 
existing sports infra-
structure and identify 
locations requiring new 
facilities, upgradation 
or renovation. He also 
called for proper map-
ping of  sports facilities 
and sporting disciplines 
being practised across 

the District so that inter-
ventions under the Khelo 
India framework are 
planned in a systematic, 
need-based manner and 
unnecessary duplication 
of  facilities is avoided.

The DC underlined the 
importance of  encourag-
ing youth participation 
in sports as a means of  
promoting physical fit-
ness, discipline, teamwork 
and overall personality 
development. He said that 
strengthening the sporting 
ecosystem at the grassroots 
level would help identify 
and nurture sporting talent 
while providing promising 
athletes with better oppor-
tunities to excel at the dis-

trict, national and interna-
tional levels.

The DC stressed that all 
interventions under the 
five-year plan should be 
aligned with the objectives 
of  the Khelo India initiative 
and should deliver tangible 
and sustainable benefits to 
the sporting community. 
He also called for regular 
monitoring and coordinat-
ed efforts to ensure that 
the planned interventions 
translate into improved 
sporting opportunities and 
facilities for youth across 
the district.

The meeting was 
attended by  Chief  Plan-
ning Officer, Fayaz Ahmad 
Dar, Assistant Commis-
sioner Development, Tariq 
Ahmad, Chief  Education 
Officer, Ghulam Mohi-Ud 
Din, District Youth Ser-
vices & Sports Officer, 
Ghulam Hassan, Executive 
Engineer JK Sports Coun-
cil, Kashmir, representa-
tives of  Kashmir Univer-
sity, SKUAST-K and other 
Officers.

DC Budgam Attends Finale of 
Sukhnag Premier League in Beerwah

GMK SPORTS DESK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner Budgam, Athar 
Aamir Khan, Saturday 
attended the grand finale 
of  the Sukhnag Premier 
League (SPL) held at Sail, 
Beerwah.

Addressing the gather-
ing on the occasion, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
underscored the vital role 
of  sports in channelizing 
the energy, talent and 
potential of  youth towards 
productive and construc-
tive pursuits.

He emphasized the need 
to further strengthen the 
sporting ecosystem in the 
district by providing aspir-
ing players with better 
opportunities, profession-
al coaching and adequate 
sports facilities.

“Our focus is to create 
a strong sports ecosystem 
in Budgam where every 
young person gets an 
opportunity to play, com-

pete and excel. Sporting 
events like the Sukhnag 
Premier League play an 
important role in nurtur-
ing talent while promoting 
discipline, teamwork and 
a healthy lifestyle among 
youth,” the Deputy Com-
missioner said.

He further stated that 
the District Administra-
tion is committed to devel-
oping quality sports infra-
structure across Budgam 
and providing youth with 
improved facilities at local 
sports grounds.

“Our endeavour is 
to create quality sports 

infrastructure across the 
district so that our youth 
can pursue their sporting 
ambitions in a better and 
more conducive environ-
ment,” he added.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also appreciated the 
enthusiastic participation 
of  local youth and the com-
munity, noting that their 
active involvement con-
tributed significantly to the 
success of  the tournament.

T h e  o r g a n i z e r s 
expressed their gratitude 
to the District Adminis-
tration for its support and 
cooperation in making the 
Sukhnag Premier League 
a successful sporting 
event.

The league also wit-
nessed the participation 
of  prominent Ranji Trophy 
players, including Jahan-
gir Lone, Imtiyaz Lefty, 
Waseem Kachru and Irfan 
Mir, adding further signifi-
cance and sporting value to 
the tournament.


