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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2

Srinagar  Sunday 07, August 2022 Vol: 13 Issue No:183 Page:12 Price:  5/- (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa) RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

...PAGE: 09

OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA

...PAGE: 03

A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

Laid the foundation stone of the Amriteshwar 
Sarovar under the Jan Sanchay Jan Bhagidari 
initiative at Dharpur, Sunderbani, in Rajouri.

No Major Weather 
Activity Till 
August-End: MeT

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Hot and 
humid weather is likely to 
continue across Jammu 
and Kashmir through the 
end of  August, with brief  
showers and isolated 
intense spells expected at 
some places, particularly 
during late-night, early-
morning and evening 
hours, the Meteorologi-
cal Department said on 
Friday.

According to the latest 
weather assessment, iso-
lated intense showers are 
likely in parts of  south 
Kashmir, particularly 
Kulgam and Shopian, 
while Katra, Ramban, 
Rajouri and Poonch in the 
Jammu division may also 
experience brief  intense 
or locally heavy showers.

The MeT official said 
the weather was expected 
to remain “slightly hot 
and humid” in the coming 
days, with the possibility 
of  brief  showers at iso-
lated places.

“In the coming days, 
especially during late-
night and early-morning 
hours, there are chances 
of  brief  intense showers 
at some places and even 
heavy showers at a few 
places, especially in the 
Jammu division,” P-06

CM Inaugurates 
‘Waste To Wonder’ 
Garden In Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Friday 
inaugurated the Waste to 
Wonder–Flower Garden and 
Floriculture Mela at Flori-
culture Park, Polo View, Sri-
nagar, describing the inno-
vative garden as an effort to 
demonstrate how discarded 
materials can be given a new 
life through creativity, reuse 
and recycling.

The Chief  Minister first 
inaugurated the Floricul-
ture Mela and visited the 
exhibition showcasing a wide 
range of  floral varieties and 
products associated with 
floriculture. He inspected 
stalls put up by flower grow-
ers and farmers from across 
the districts of  Kashmir, 
featuring ornamental nurs-
eries, interior herbal plants, 
pots and terrariums, floral 
décor and gifts, event man-
agement services, cut flowers 

and machinery and products 
of  J&K Agros, among other 
items.

Interacting with the stall 
owners, the Chief  Minister 
appreciated their innova-
tive business models and 
encouraged them to continue 
expanding their activities in 
the floriculture sector. He 
also wished the growers and 
entrepreneurs success in 
their endeavours.

The Floriculture Mela 
provides flower growers, 
nursery owners and flori-
culture enthusiasts from 
various districts of  Kashmir 
a platform to showcase their 
floral produce, exchange best 
practices and explore com-
mercial opportunities in the 
sector.

Later, the Chief  Minister 
inaugurated the Waste to 
Wonder–Flower Garden and 
took a tour of  the thematic 
garden, which features a 
range of  attractive P-06

J&K Youth Creating Jobs Rather 
Than Waiting For Them: LG Sinha
Says Shift In Aspiration Central To Vision Of Self-Reliant Union Territory  

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Highlighting India's 
changing employment aspira-
tions, Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Friday said 
that J&K youth are looking to 
create jobs rather than wait for 
them.

“Today, there are start-
ups worldwide continuously 
exploring new possibilities in 
agriculture and allied sectors. 
The biggest message from these 
startups and new innovations is 
that agriculture and allied sec-
tors themselves are the next 
big frontier for innovation. 
You must understand your 
own fields, farmers, climate, 
and local problems to prepare 
your next solution, and custom-
ize those models in your own 
way wherever appropriate. I 
believe that different countries 
have innovated for their own 
problems, and now it is time for 
Jammu Kashmir to innovate 
for its own questions and chal-
lenges,” the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor said while inaugurating 
a series of  new infrastructure 
facilities at the Sher-e-Kash-
mir University of  Agricultur-
al Sciences and Technology 

(SKUAST), Jammu. 
He also addressed the launch 

of  the Startup Outreach Pro-
gramme under JKCIP. The 
event brought together the 
researchers, innovators, young 
entrepreneurs and farmers 
from across the Jammu divi-
sion.

The newly inaugurated facil-
ities include the Unnati Girls 
Hostel, Centre for AI and ML 
in Agriculture, the Centre for 

Mushroom Research and Inno-
vation, the Advanced Sericul-
ture Laboratory, and the Centre 
for Digital Media and Publica-
tion. Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Lieutenant Governor 
described the additions as more 
than physical infrastructure, 
calling them a commitment to 
the region's innovators, entre-
preneurs, researchers and 
farming families.

The Lieutenant P-06

Community Solidarity’s 
Vital In Eliminating 
Terrorism: LG 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Asserting that secu-
rity forces alone cannot win 
the war against terrorism, 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Friday called for a 
"whole-of-society" approach, 
urging united public support 
to help agencies dismantle 
the financial and logistical 
networks supporting narco-
terrorism in the region.

“Security forces alone 
cannot defeat terrorism. Erad-
icating this threat demands 
a whole-of-society approach. 
United societal effort is 
required along with police and 
security agencies to dismantle 
the illicit financial and logisti-
cal webs of  narco-terror net-
works," LG Sinha said while 
laying a foundation stone of the 
Amriteshwar Sarovar under 
the Jan Sanchay Jan Bhagidari 
initiative at Dharpur, Sunder-
bani, in Rajouri district.

The Lieutenant Governor 
urged the people to remain 
vigilant against the nefari-
ous designs of  anti-national 
elements, report suspicious 
activities, and P-06“TODAY, THERE ARE STARTUPS WORLDWIDE CONTINUOUSLY 

exploring new possibilities in agriculture and allied sectors. 

     Maps Cannot Substitute Facts

China's Renaming Game Fails 
Ahead Of BRICS Summit

IANS

BEIJING: For years, China 
has attempted to turn maps, 
place names and admin-
istrative terminology into 
instruments of  territorial 
pressure against India. Bei-
jing’s repeated publication of  
Chinese names for locations 
inside Arunachal Pradesh 
is not simply an exercise 
in geography. It is part of  
a broader political strat-
egy designed to normalise 
China’s territorial claim 
through repetition, official 
documentation and state-
controlled messaging. India’s 
latest cartographic response 

therefore represents more 
than a naming exercise: it is a 
rejection of  Beijing’s attempt 
to manufacture sovereignty 
through nomenclature.

On August 7, the Survey 
of  India formally identified 
27 locations in Arunachal 
Pradesh by their standard 
names on India’s official 
map. The list covers stra-
tegically and historically 
significant locations, includ-
ing mountain passes, settle-
ments, Sambho Sarovar and 
the Sher-e-Thapa Memorial. 
The stated objective was to 
facilitate accurate identifi-
cation and improve public 
awareness of  their P-06

       Dies After Stillbirth

Minor Raped, Impregnated By 

School Headmaster In Kishtwar
GMK NEWS NETWORK 

JAMMU: A government school 
headmaster allegedly raped a 
minor girl over several months, 
inducing a pregnancy that ended 
with her death after a failed abor-
tion attempt and subsequent 
stillbirth, in Kishtwar district.

Following the girl’s death 
late on Thursday night, protests 
broke out in her village and 
spread to different parts of  the 
district by Friday morning.

The minor victim, a fifth-
grade student at a local govern-
ment middle school, was taken 
for medical care when her con-
dition worsened. Police have 
lodged FIR No. 34/2026 at the 
Chatroo police station and have 
launched a full investigation into 
the events leading to her preg-
nancy and subsequent death.

The tragic incident has 
sparked serious concerns 
regarding the safety mecha-
nisms for minors in rural areas, 
with questions being raised 
about how a young child could 
have remained pregnant for sev-
eral months without her family, 
school administration, or local 
authorities becoming aware of  it.

According to those famil-
iar with the timeline, the girl 

developed a fever roughly ten 
days ago. Her mother took her 
to a local medical practitioner 
in Chatroo, where an examina-
tion reportedly disclosed the 
pregnancy. Following this, the 
family began moving her to vari-
ous healthcare facilities for treat-
ment and to seek termination of  
the pregnancy. They initially 
took her to Kishtwar, then were 
referred toward Doda. When her 
health took a critical turn, they 
pressed on toward Jammu, but 
she succumbed to her condition 
at Batote.

In the FIR, police have accused 
the girl’s school headmaster, 
identified as Khalid Hussain, of  
sexually assaulting the child. His 
brother, Tariq Hussain, has also 
been named as an accused in the 
case. These allegations are still 
to be proven in a P-06

     Citing Convention

BJP Stakes Claim For 
Deputy Speaker’s Chair

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Ahead of  the 
upcoming autumn session 
of  the Legislative Assem-
bly, Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) State President 
Sat Pal Sharma on 
Friday said the post 
of  Deputy Speaker 
should be allotted 
to the party, citing 
the convention of  
the position being 
given to the largest 
opposition party.

Sharma said that when 
the BJP was in power, the 
post of  Deputy Speaker was 
given to the NC.

“As per convention, the 
post of  Deputy Speaker is 
allotted to the opposition,” 
he said.

Sharma added that the 
Chief  Minister should have 
given the post of  Deputy 
Speaker to the BJP at the 
time of  the election of  the 

Speaker. “He should look 
into the matter to uphold the 
tradition and convention,” 
he remarked.

During the PDP-BJP gov-
ernment, Nazir Gurezi of  the 

National Conference 
served as Deputy 

Speaker, while 
Sartaj Madni of  
the PDP held 
the post during 
the NC-Congress 
rule.

The key statu-
tory post of  Deputy 

Speaker has remained 
vacant for nearly two years, 
with the ruling National 
Conference showing no incli-
nation to fill the position.

As per the Rules of  Pro-
cedure and Conduct of  Busi-
ness in the House, the elec-
tion of  the Deputy Speaker is 
conducted under the super-
vision of  the Speaker, who 
fixes the date for the elec-
tion—(KNO)

      'J&K India’s Integral Part'

‘No Reason To Comment On Pak’s Frustration’: 

MEA After Pak Summons Us Diplomat
SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: India on Friday 
dismissed Pakistan’s objec-
tions to remarks by US 
Ambassador to India Sergio 
Gor on Jammu and Kashmir, 
with the Ministry of  External 
Affairs asserting that Jammu, 
Kashmir and Ladakh are an 
“integral and indivisible” 
parts of  the country.

MEA spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal, said while 
addressing  ministry’s weekly 
media briefing here said, 
“New Delhi sees no reason to 
comment on Pakistan’s frus-
tration over the US envoy’s 
recent statement during his 
visit to Srinagar.”

“I will repeat, Jammu, 
Kashmir and Ladakh are 
integral and indivisible parts 
of  India. They were, they are, 

and they will remain so,” 
Jaiswal said.

“I see no reason to com-
ment on Pakistan’s frustra-
tion. This is what I have to 
say,” he reiterated.

The remarks came two days 
after Pakistan summoned 
the US Charge d’Affaires in 
Islamabad and lodged a pro-

test over Gor’s comments on 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Pakistan had termed the 
ambassador’s remarks “fac-
tually incorrect”, maintain-
ing that they were inconsis-
tent with what it described as 
Washington’s longstanding 
position on the Kashmir issue.

Gor, who was in Srinagar 

on Wednesday for his maiden 
visit to Jammu and Kashmir, 
had described the Union Ter-
ritory as an “important part 
of  India” after meeting Chief  
Minister Omar Abdullah.

The visit assumed signifi-
cance as it came nearly seven 
years after the abrogation of  
Article 370 in August 2019 and 
followed the deadly Pahalgam 
terror attack in April 2025.

Speaking to reporters after 
his meeting with CM Omar, 
the US envoy also praised the 
security measures taken by 
the Centre and the Jammu and 
Kashmir administration, saying 
significant steps had been taken 
to make the region safer.

He indicated that Wash-
ington could review its travel 
advisory for Jammu and 
Kashmir, which currently 
places the region P-06

     'Appointment Forgery Case'

Crime Branch 
Searches Police 
Constable’s Residence

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Special 
Crime Wing (SCW) Kashmir of  
Crime Branch J&K on Friday 
conducted a search at a resi-
dential house in Safakadal, 
Srinagar, as part of  an inves-
tigation into alleged forgery of  
date-of-birth and educational 
qualification documents for a 
J&K Police appointment.

In a statement issued, a 
spokesperson said that the 
Special Crime Wing Kashmir of  
Crime Branch J&K conducted 
a house search at Safakadal in 
connection with the investiga-
tion of  Case FIR No. 10/2026, 
registered under Sections 420, 
468 and 471 RPC. The search 
was carried out in compliance 
with a search warrant issued 
by the Court of  Special Mobile 
Magistrate (PT&E), Srinagar.

He said the case pertains 
to allegations of  appointment 
in the J&K Police Department 
through the submission P-06

After Temporary Closure, 
Doodhpathri Reopens 
For Tourists

NAVEED UL HAQ 

BUDGAM: Authorities on 
Friday reopened Doodhpath-
ri, one of  the major tourist 
spots in Central Kashmir’s 
Budgam district, for visitors. 
The destination temporar-
ily closed due to inclement 
weather conditions and the 
risk of  flash floods and land-
slides last month.

Local traders, pony opera-
tors, cab drivers, food stall 
owners and other stakehold-
ers welcomed the decision, 
saying the reopening will help 
them resume their livelihoods 
after the temporary closure.

“We are happy that Doo-

dhpathri has reopened. Tour-
ism is our main source of  
livelihood, and the return of  
visitors will provide much-
needed relief  to local fami-
lies,” locals said.

The authorities had earlier 
ordered the temporary clo-
sure of  Doodhpathri in view 
of continuous rainfall and the 
possibility of  flash floods and 
landslides, particularly along 
the approach roads.

With weather conditions 
improving, the destination 
has now been opened for 
tourists, bringing relief  to 
the local tourism community 
and businesses dependent on 
visitor footfall—(KNO)
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Mission Shakti spreads 
awareness on women 
empowerment in Shopian

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Sankalp Hub for Empowerment of  
Women, Mission Shakti Shopian, under the banner 
of  Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, organised an aware-
ness programme at Government Middle School 
Mashwara, Block Keller, with a special focus on girl 
education, empowerment, safety and protection.

During the programme, students and par-
ticipants were sensitised about the importance of  
educating girls and ensuring equal opportunities 
for them to pursue their studies and build a bright, 
secure and dignified future.

The team emphasised that an educated girl is the 
foundation of  an educated, empowered and progres-
sive society. Participants were encouraged to support 
girls in continuing their education and to promote 
a safe, positive and supportive environment where 
every girl can learn, grow and realise her potential.

The programme also highlighted the collective 
responsibility of  families, schools and communi-
ties in promoting the rights, safety, education and 
empowerment of  girls, in line with the objectives of  
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao.

ADDC B'pora visits Ahamshareef; 
reviews Milad arrangements

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: On the directions of  the Deputy 
Commissioner Bandipora, Additional District Devel-
opment Commissioner Bandipora, Nazir Ahmad 
Mir, Friday conducted a thorough inspection of  the 
Ahamshareef Shrine to review the arrangements and 
ensure adequate facilities for devotees ahead of  the 
observance of  Eid Milad-un-Nabi (SAW).

During the visit, the ADDC assessed various 
aspects of  the preparations and facilities being put 
in place for the devotees. He emphasised the impor-
tance of  coordinated efforts among all concerned 
departments to ensure a smooth, peaceful and 
serene observance of  Eid Milad-un-Nabi (SAW).

The ADDC also stressed upon the concerned 
stakeholders to ensure that all necessary arrange-
ments and essential amenities are put in place well 
in advance for the convenience, comfort and safety 
of  the devotees.

The ADDC also interacted with members of  the 
Auqaf  Committee and discussed the arrangements 
for the auspicious occasion. He listened to their sug-
gestions and assured that all necessary measures 
would be taken to ensure a smooth and comfortable 
experience for the devotees.

The ADDC was accompanied by DySP Headquar-
ters Bandipora, Executive Engineer PHE Bandi-
pora, Executive Engineer, PDD Bandipora and other 
concerned officials.

District-Level NCORD meeting 
held in Budgam

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Commissioner (DC) Budgam, 
Athar Aamir Khan, Friday chaired the 50th Dis-
trict-Level NCORD meeting at the Conference Hall, 
Budgam, along with SSP Budgam, Hariprasad KK, to 
review the measures being taken to curb drug abuse 
in the district.

At the outset, the Deputy Commissioner reviewed 
enforcement measures, awareness programmes, 
treatment and rehabilitation facilities, and directed 
all concerned departments to further strengthen their 
coordinated efforts against the menace.

Stressing the importance of  awareness and preven-
tion, the Deputy Commissioner directed intensified 
Information, Education and Communication (IEC) 
activities, particularly among youth, students, fami-
lies and vulnerable sections of  society.

He also instructed for strict vigil around educa-
tional institutions and other vulnerable areas and 
stringent action against those involved in drug ped-
dling and trafficking.

He directed concerned departments to ensure 
timely identification, treatment, counselling, reha-
bilitation and follow-up care of  persons affected by 
drug abuse, with the objective of  ensuring that no 
affected individual is left without necessary support.

He stressed on intensified action against the illegal 
cultivation of  cannabis, poppy and other prohibited 
crops through coordinated efforts for their identifica-
tion and destruction.

Handicrafts Dept urges artisans to 
enroll kin in Craft MBA course at CDI

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Department 
of  Handicrafts & Hand-
loom, Kashmir, has urged 
the artisans and weavers 
to encourage their wards 
to apply for admission in 
two-year MBA course in 
the Craft Management & 
Entrepreneurship Pro-
gramme at Craft Develop-
ment Institute (CDI), Sri-
nagar, affiliated with the 
University of  Kashmir.

The Department stated 
that the specialised post-
graduate programme aims 
to create a new generation 
of  professionally trained 
craft entrepreneurs capa-
ble of  taking Kashmir’s 
world-famous handicrafts 
and handloom traditions to 
the national and interna-
tional markets. The course 
integrates craft, design, 
technology, management 

and entrepreneurship, pro-
viding students with a com-
prehensive understanding 
of  the craft economy and 
its emerging opportunities.

In a press statement 
issued here today, a spokes-
man of  the Department 
stated that the programme 
would provide a strong edi-
fice for craft entrepreneur-
ship and enterprise develop-
ment in Jammu & Kashmir. 

“We particularly urge the 
children and wards of  arti-
sans and weavers to avail 
this programme. Our tradi-
tional crafts possess enor-
mous economic and export 
potential and a profession-
ally trained young genera-
tion can play a decisive role 
in converting this heritage 
into sustainable enterpris-
es, creating employment 
opportunities and globally 

competitive brands,” the 
spokesman added.

The spokesman further 
stated that the Govern-
ment shall reimburse the 
tuition fee of  the two-year 
PG course as per the pre-
scribed eligibility crite-
ria. “Interested artisans 
and weavers shall have to 
produce an Income Cer-
tificate issued by the con-
cerned competent author-
ity to establish eligibility 
for reimbursement of  the 
tuition fee,” he stated.

Highlighting CDI’s con-
tribution to the handicrafts 
sector, the spokesman said 
the Institute has played a 
pivotal role in promoting 
professionalism, innovation 
and entrepreneurship, with 
its alumni venturing into 
businesses related to the tra-
ditional crafts of  Kashmir. 
The Institute’s integrated 
approach to design, tech-

nology and management 
equips students with skills 
in product development, 
branding, marketing and 
enterprise management.

The spokesman further 
stated that the Department 
is working towards creat-
ing a ‘startup launch pad’ 
for students successfully 
completing the MBA pro-
gramme, enabling them to 
convert their professional 
knowledge into viable craft 
enterprises and employ-
ment opportunities.

The Department has 
urged eligible candidates 
and wards of  artisans and 
weavers to avail this oppor-
tunity and apply within 
the prescribed admission 
schedule, reiterating its 
commitment to fostering 
innovation, entrepreneur-
ship and sustainable live-
lihoods in the handicrafts 
and handloom sector.

DDC Shopian convenes review 

meeting to assess status of 

approved projects
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: District 
Development Commis-
sioner (DDC), Shopian, 
Shishir Gupta Friday 
chaired a review meeting 
in his office chambers to 
evaluate the implemen-
tation and current prog-
ress of  various ongoing 
and approved develop-
ment projects across the 
district.

During the meet-
ing, threadbare discus-
sions were held on the 
progress and issuance 
of  necessary approvals 
for projects pertaining 
to Urban Development, 
Tourism, Health, Cul-
ture and other sectors.

The DDC stressed 
upon the concerned offi-

cers to ensure timely 
completion of  all requi-
site formalities, speedy 
execution of  works and 
strict adherence to pre-
scribed timelines.

Emphasizing the 
importance of  timely 
delivery of  develop-
mental works, the DDC 
called for focused efforts, 
effective monitoring and 

accountability at every 
level to ensure that the 
benefits of  various proj-
ects reach the people at 
the earliest. He directed 
the Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner to closely moni-
tor the progress of  all 
projects, ensure regular 
follow-up with the con-
cerned departments and 
facilitate timely comple-
tion of  the works.

Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner (ADDC), Dr. Nasir 
Ahmad Lone, Chief  
Executive Officer,  Shop-
ian Dubjan Peer Ki Gali 
Development Author-
ity,  Assistant Executive 
Engineers (AEEs) and 
other concerned were 
present.

DC Kulgam reviews 'Class of 

Joy' programme across schools
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam, Friday 
chaired a meeting to 
review the implementation 
and progress of  the ‘Class 
of  Joy’ initiative across 
schools in District Kulgam.

The meeting focused 
on strengthening the 
implementation of  the 
programme, addressing 
identified gaps, improving 
monitoring, and ensuring 
better learning outcomes 
for students.

During the meeting, rep-
resentatives of  Pratham 
NGO presented a detailed 
status report on the pro-
gramme, covering various 
key indicators, including 
school awareness, monitor-
ing status, implementation 
at the school level, regular 
conduct of  Classes of  Joy, 
availability and effective 
utilisation of  TLMs, stu-
dent grouping, and main-
tenance of  assessment 
records.

It was informed that the 
Class of  Joy programme 
is currently being imple-
mented in eligible Primary, 
Middle and High Schools 
across District Kulgam for 
students of  Classes 3rd, 4th 
and 5th.

While appreciating the 
efforts of  the CEO Kulgam 
and  the concerned teams, 
the DC directed that moni-
toring reports of  schools 
should be formally shared 
with the concerned 
schools.He further direct-

ed that appropriate action 
must be taken on the obser-
vations recorded during 
monitoring.

Emphasising that edu-
cation remains one of  the 
top priorities of  the district 
administration, the DC 
informed that 60 schools 
have been selected for 
renovation during the cur-
rent year. He further stated 
that water coolers will be 
provided to 160 schools 
this year to improve basic 
facilities for students.

The DC stressed that 
proper planning is the 
cornerstone of  develop-
ment and directed the 
Education Department 
to prepare and submit  
school-related develop-
ment projects for approv-
al. He emphasised that the 
projects should be concep-
tualised in a manner that 
ensures maximum benefit 
to students.

He further highlighted 
the importance of  a con-
ducive school environment 
for effective teaching and 
learning, stating that infra-
structure development and 
quality education must go 
hand in hand. He informed 

that all 36 schools in Aspi-
rational Block Manzgam 
will also be taken up for 
renovation.

While reviewing the 
performance indicators 
of  the Class of  Joy pro-
gramme, the DC directed 
that performance should 
exceed 90 per cent across 
all indicators. He called 
for immediate identifica-
tion and filling of  gaps and 
directed that Zonal-level 
training programmes 
be organised wherever 
required to strengthen 
implementation.

The DC further 
informed that the endline 
assessment will be con-
ducted on October 2, 2026. 
He directed that the perfor-
mance of  teachers respon-
sible for 'Classes of  Joy' be 
appropriately reflected in 
their Annual Performance 
Reports (APRs).

He also announced 
that the best-performing 
schools and teachers will 
be suitably rewarded in 
recognition of  their com-
mitment, performance 
and contribution towards 
improving learning out-
comes.

DC Budgam takes stock of arrangements 
for annual Hawan at Shiv Mandir
Interacts with members of Kashmiri Pandit community, locals

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Budgam, 
Athar Aamir Khan, Friday 
visited Shiv Mandir Dainag 
in Budgam to take stock 
of  arrangements for the 
observance of  the annual 
Hawan programme.

During the visit, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
assessed the facilities 
being put in place for 
devotees and reviewed 
arrangements to ensure 
the smooth and peaceful 
conduct of  the religious 
programme.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner interacted with 
members of  the local 
Kashmiri Pandit commu-
nity, devotees and local 
residents, and enquired 
about the facilities and 
arrangements at the reli-
gious site. He directed 
the concerned officers 

to ensure uninterrupted 
essential services, includ-
ing electricity and potable 
water supply, for the con-
venience of  devotees.

He appreciated the 
efforts of  the local com-
munity in making refresh-
ment arrangements and 
extending support and 
hospitality to visiting 
devotees. Members of  the 
Kashmiri Pandit commu-
nity also lauded the initia-

tive and appreciated the 
cooperation and support 
extended by the local com-
munity during the reli-
gious programme.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner assured the devo-
tees and organisers of  all 
necessary support from the 
District Administration for 
the smooth, seamless and 
peaceful observance of  the 
annual Hawan and other 
religious functions.

Labour Commissioner reviews 

functioning of Labour Deptt
GMK NEWS NETWORK

 Continuing with the 
review of  the functioning 
of  the Labour Department 
across the divisions, the 
Labour Commissioner, 
J&K, S. Charandeep Singh, 
today conducted a detailed 
review of  the functioning 
of  the Labour Department, 
Kashmir Division, during 
a meeting held with the 
Deputy Labour Commis-
sioner, Kashmir, and Assis-
tant Labour Commission-
ers of  Kashmir Division in 
his office chamber at Bata-
maloo, Srinagar.

The meeting was also 
attended by Deputy Labour 
Commissioner (Central), 
Deputy Director Planning 
& Statistics and Assistant 
Labour Commissioner 
(Central).

The meeting focused on 
assessing the progress of  
various departmental ini-
tiatives, with particular 
emphasis on implementa-
tion of  the Labour Codes, 
enrolment under the 
Pradhan Mantri Shram 
Yogi Maandhan (PMSYM), 
grievance redressal, dis-
posal of  court (quasi-
judicial) cases, delivery of  
services under the Public 
Services Guarantee Act 
and clearance of  pending 
official communications.

Interacting individually 
with the field officers, the 
Labour Commissioner took 

stock of  the ground-level 
progress and directed the 
officers to adopt a result-
oriented and measurable 
approach towards imple-
mentation of  the Labour 
Codes. He stressed the 
need for intensified aware-
ness and outreach among 
workers and establish-
ments and called for prep-
aration of  comprehensive 
work plans/master files to 
facilitate systematic moni-
toring of  targets, activities 
and outcomes.

The Chair also under-
scored the importance of  
capacity building of  field 
functionaries, directing 
that structured train-
ing and orientation pro-
grammes be undertaken 
to equip officers with the 
requisite knowledge and 
skills for effective imple-
mentation of  the new 
labour regime.

Reviewing the progress 
under PMSYM, the Labour 

Commissioner called for 
greater field-level mobili-
zation and directed the offi-
cers to devise area-specific 
strategies for improving 
enrolment against pre-
scribed targets. He stressed 
continuous monitoring, 
identification of  uncovered 
worker groups and effec-
tive facilitation to ensure 
that eligible workers derive 
the intended benefits of  the 
scheme.

On grievance redressal, 
the Chair directed that 
all grievances received 
through SAMADHAN as 
well as offline channels be 
monitored from receipt to 
final disposal, with officers 
ensuring prompt and effec-
tive resolution. He further 
called for strict adherence 
to the timelines prescribed 
under the Public Services 
Guarantee Act so that citi-
zens receive departmental 
services within the stipu-
lated period.

SWD organizes VTP to promote livelihood opportunities
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Social 
Welfare De par tment 
(SWD), SANKALP-HEW 
S r i n a g a r  o r g a n i s e d 
a vocational training 
programme at S.P. Col-
lege, Srinagar,  with 
the objective of  promot-

ing skill development, 
self-employment and 
livelihood opportunities 
among participants.

Resource persons from 
the District Industries 
Centre (DIC), Srinagar, 
and the Jammu & Kash-
mir Entrepreneurship 
Development Institute 

(JKEDI), Srinagar, par-
ticipated in the pro-
gramme and provided 
valuable guidance to the 
participants on various 
aspects of  vocational 
skills, entrepreneurship, 
self-employment oppor-
tunities and available 
support mechanisms.

During the programme, 
the resource persons high-
lighted the importance of  
acquiring market-orient-
ed skills and encouraged 
participants to explore 
entrepreneurship and 
self-employment as viable 
avenues for sustainable 
livelihoods. They also 

apprised the participants 
about the institutional 
support and opportunities 
available through DIC and 
JKEDI.

The Social Welfare 
Department emphasized 
that such initiatives are 
aimed at empowering 
individuals through skill 

development and facili-
tating their economic 
and social inclusion. The 
department reiterated its 
commitment to organiz-
ing similar programmes to 
create greater awareness 
about vocational training, 
entrepreneurship and live-
lihood opportunities.

Director HP&M chairs apple rail meet
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A meeting 
was held under the chair-
manship of  the Director, 
Horticulture Planning & 
Marketing, Ghulam Jeelani 
Zargar to explore and iden-
tify modalities for transpor-
tation of  apple fruit from 
Kashmir to different parts 
of  the country through the 
railway network.

Representatives from 
Railway authorities headed 
by Kapil Sharma, Chief  
Area manager, Jaswant 
Singh, ACM Railways and 
Presidents of  various F&V 
markets of  Kashmir par-
ticipated in the meeting.

During the meeting, 
detailed discussions were 
held on the feasibility of  
transporting apples by 
rail, with particular focus 
on developing an efficient, 
economical and time-
bound transportation 
mechanism for the horti-
culture sector.

The initiative is aimed 
at providing apple growers 
and traders with an addi-
tional reliable mode of  
transportation, especially 
during the peak harvesting 
season.

Bashir Ahmad Bashir, 
All Valley President of  
Fruit Growers and Trad-
ers Association deliberated 
on various issues and Chal-
lenges associated with rail 
transportation of  Apple.

The meeting also delib-
erated upon various oper-
ational aspects, including 
availability and scheduling 
of  railway services, load-
ing and unloading arrange-
ments, transportation 
time, handling of  perish-
able fruit, packaging and 
other logistical require-
ments. The need for better 
coordination among the 
Horticulture Department, 
Railways, growers, traders 
and other stakeholders was 
also emphasized.

The Director, Horticul-

ture Planning & Marketing, 
highlighted the importance 
of  establishing a dedicat-
ed and well-coordinated 
railway transportation 
mechanism for Kashmir 
apples, noting that effi-
cient rail connectivity can 
help reduce transportation 
costs and facilitate timely 
movement of  produce to 
major consumption cen-
tres across India.

The Railway authorities 
assured that the concerns 
and requirements of  the 
horticulture sector would 
be examined and appro-
priate modalities would be 
worked out in consultation 
with the concerned stake-
holders.

The meeting was part of  
ongoing efforts to strength-
en post-harvest manage-
ment and marketing infra-
structure for Kashmir's 
horticulture produce and 
to ensure better market 
access and improved 
returns for apple growers.
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Srinagar’s Nishat residents thank 
LCMA for prompt response to 
drainage complaint

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Residents of  Syed Rehmaina Stop in 
Nishat area of  Srinagar City on Friday thanked the 
Lakes Conservation and Management Authority 
(LCMA) officials for promptly responding to their com-
plaint regarding an overflowing drainage near

Residents speaking, said the drainage overflow had 
caused waterlogging in the area, creating inconve-
nience for pedestrians, commuters and local residents.

“We approached the LCMA after the drainage 
started overflowing and causing waterlogging. The 
response from the authority was prompt and we 
appreciate their intervention,” Nazir Ahmed, a local 
from the area said. Another resident, Abdul Majeed 
Dar, said the issue had been causing inconvenience to 
people in the area and urged the authorities to ensure a 
permanent solution.

“We are thankful to the LCMA and to Executive 
Engineer of  Nishat second division for taking cogni-
sance of  our complaint and responding promptly. We 
hope the necessary work will be carried out soon so 
that the problem does not recur,” he said. —(KNO)

Man, 42, found dead in Sgr’s 
Dughwan Forest

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The body of a 42-year-old man was recov-
ered from the Dughwan forest area on the outskirts of  
Srinagar early Friday morning, officials said.

An official said that the man’s body was found in the 
Dughwan forest area and was taken to PHC Harwan, 
where doctors declared him brought dead.

He said the body was later shifted to SMHS Hospital 
for further medical examination. The deceased was 
identified as Mohammad Lateef (42), son of Mohammad 
Aalam, a resident of Thugla in Rajouri district.

Meanwhile, an investigation has been initiated and 
further proceedings in the matter are underway—(KNO)

Teenager drowns in Kangan’s 
Nallah Sindh

AGENCIES

KANGAN: An 18-year-old youth drowned in Nallah 
Sindh near Kangan in central Kashmir’s Ganderbal 
district while taking a bath on Friday, officials said.

An official said that the youth drowned in Nallah 
Sindh near Dumping Park in the Kijpara area of  
Kangan. He said that soon after the incident, police, 
along with local residents and the SDRF, rushed to the 
spot and launched a search operation to trace the miss-
ing youth. —(KNO)
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CM Omar 
felicitates J&K’s 
four NEET toppers

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  
Minister Omar Abdul-
lah Friday felicitated 
four outstanding NEET 
achievers from Jammu 
and Kashmir, recognis-
ing their exceptional 
performance in the coun-
try’s premier medical 
entrance examination.

The four toppers—
Hadiya Nisar, Zaidan 
Wani, Aarav Gupta and 
Maleeha Ajaz—were 
felicitated by the Chief  
Minister with a cash 
prize of  ₹1 lakh each, a 
tablet and a certificate of  
appreciation in recogni-
tion of  their remarkable 
achievement.

Congratulating the stu-

dents on their success, the 
Chief  Minister appreciat-
ed their hard work, dedi-
cation and perseverance, 
and commended their 
parents and teachers for 
the support and guidance 
extended to them in their 
academic journey.

He said the achieve-
ment of  these four stu-
dents was a matter of  
pride for Jammu and 
Kashmir and would 
inspire other young stu-
dents to pursue excel-
lence through dedication 
and sustained effort.

On the occasion, 
Minister for Education 
Sakina Itoo, Advisor to 
the Chief  Minister Nasir 
Aslam Wani, Direc-
tor School Education 

Kashmir Naseer Ahmed 
Wani, ZEOs, CEOs, prin-
cipals of  several schools, 
students and the proud 
parents of  the achievers 
were present.

An interactive session 
was also held during the 
felicitation programme, 
providing students, edu-
cators and parents an 
opportunity to share 
their suggestions and 
feedback with the Chief  
Minister on various 
aspects of  education and 
student welfare.

The Chief  Minister lis-
tened to the suggestions 
and assured the partici-
pants that the issues and 
recommendations raised 
during the interaction 
would be considered.

Model Recruitment Rules for GMCs to 

be notified by Sept 30
Sakeena Itoo reviews progress on formulation of MRRs

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Model 
Recruitment Rules (MRRs) 
for Non-Gazetted cadre in 
all GMCs of  Jammu and 
Kashmir will be notified by 
the 30th September, 2026.

This decision was taken 
during a meeting chaired 
by Minister for Health 
and Medical Education, 
Social Welfare and Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo Friday 
at Civil Secretariat here in 
the backdrop of  protests 
by employees of  newly 
established Government 
Medical Colleges (GMCs) 
of  Jammu and Kashmir 
regarding non-availability 
of  recruitment rules.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Commissioner Sec-
retary ARI and Trainings, 
Shabnam Kamili; Special 
Secretary, ARI, Narinder 
Khajuria; Director Health, 
Riyaz Ahmad; Additional 
Secretary,  Health and 
Medical Education, Anil 
Kumar; Deputy Secretary 
Health and Medical Educa-
tion, Dr. Murtaza Rashid, 
as well as representatives 
of  the protesting employ-
ees from GMCs of  Anant-
nag and Baramulla.

The meeting held 
detailed discussions on 
the proposed recruitment 

framework aimed at ensur-
ing a transparent, uniform 
and streamlined mecha-
nism for filling various 
Non-Gazetted positions 
required for the effective 
functioning of  the newly 
established medical col-
leges and their associated 
institutions.

Addressing the offi-
cers during the meeting, 
the Minister emphasised 
that the recruitment rules 
should be comprehensive, 
practical and aligned with 
the functional require-
ments of  the newly estab-
lished GMCs. She called for 
close coordination among 
the concerned departments 
and directed that the exer-

cise be completed within 
a stipulated timeframe so 
that the recruitment pro-
cess for the required Non-
Gazetted manpower can 
be taken forward without 
unnecessary delay.

The Minister directed 
the ARI Trainings and 
health department to 
notify the recruitment 
rules by 30th September to 
ensure career progression 
of  employees working in 
these prestigious medical 
institutions.

 She stressed the need 
to maintain uniformity 
across institutions while 
ensuring that the rules ade-
quately address the specific 
manpower requirements of  

different departments and 
services.

Sakeena Itoo directed the 
concerned officers to under-
take a thorough examina-
tion of  the existing recruit-
ment rules and relevant pro-
visions before finalising the 
Model Recruitment Rules. 
She called for incorporating 
clear provisions regarding 
eligibility criteria, qualifica-
tions, experience, recruit-
ment methodology, promo-
tional avenues and other 
service-related matters.

The Minister under-
scored that a well-defined 
recruitment framework is 
essential for strengthening 
institutional capacity and 
ensuring availability of  

adequate human resourc-
es in the newly established 
medical colleges. She 
called for expediting the 
process while maintaining 
due diligence and adher-
ence to prescribed proce-
dures.

“Recruitment rules 
must be clear, transpar-
ent and responsive to the 
actual requirements of  our 
institutions. The newly 
established GMCs need a 
robust human-resource 
framework so that they 
can function efficiently and 
deliver quality services to 
students and patients,” the 
Minister said.

She further directed 
the officers to examine all 
aspects comprehensively 
and prepare the draft rules 
in consultation with all rel-
evant stakeholders, ensur-
ing that there is no ambigu-
ity or scope for procedural 
delays at the implementa-
tion stage.

Later, the Minister also 
requested  the protesting 
employees of  all GMCs to 
immediately call off  the 
strike, as they are the pillar 
of  strength of  the health-
care care system of  Jammu 
and Kashmir. She assured 
them that their other con-
cerning issues will also be 
redressed on priority.

Div Com reviews arrangements 
for 18th Harmuk Gangbal Yatra

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Divisional 
Commissioner Kash-
mir,  Anshul Garg Friday 
reviewed the arrange-
ments for the 18th annual 
Harmuk Gangbal Yatra in 
a meeting, here.

The three-day yatra is 
being organised by the 
Harmuk Ganga Gang-
bal Trust (HGGT), with 
around 150–200 pilgrims 
expected to participate.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Deputy Commission-
er Ganderbal Jitin Kishore, 
SSP Traffic Rural, Chief  
Engineers of  the Roads 
& Buildings (R&B) and 
Public Health Engineering 
(PHE) departments, SDM, 
officials from the Archae-
ological Survey of  India, 
Traffic Police, Wildlife 
Department, Forest Health 
Department and KPDCL, 

besides HGGT General 
Secretary Vinod Pandit.

Pandit briefed the meet-
ing about the religious 
rituals scheduled during 
the three-day pilgrimage, 
including Charri Puja at 
Naraan Nag Temple and 
Puja, Pind Daan and Shrad-
ha at Harmuk Ganga.

Chairing the meeting, 
the Div Com directed the 
concerned departments to 
ensure advance arrange-
ments for tents, bedding 
and other essential facili-
ties for the pilgrims. He 
also called for uninter-
rupted electricity through 
gensets and adequate 
water supply throughout 
the yatra.

The meeting was 
informed that food and 
langar arrangements for 
the pilgrims would be 
made by the HGGT.

The Divisional Commis-

sioner directed the Health 
Department to deploy a 
medical team equipped 
with the necessary logis-
tics, instruments and medi-
cines to meet any medi-
cal requirements during 
the pilgrimage. He also 
instructed officials to ear-
mark a entire area within 
the fencing of  temple 
exclusively for yatris.

T he F loriculture 
Department was directed 
to arrange flowers for puja 
and temple decorations 
while RDD was directed to 
provide pre-fab toilet facili-
ties during the yatra.

Garg further directed 
the deployment of  SDRF 
and Civil Defence personnel 
during the yatra and called 
upon the concerned security 
agencies to ensure foolproof  
security arrangements for 
the smooth and safe conduct 
of  the pilgrimage.

Javid Dar reviews 

arrangements for kisan mela
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Agriculture Production, 
Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj, Coopera-
tives and Election Depart-
ment, Javid Ahmad Dar, 
Friday chaired a meeting 
of  Heads of  Departments 
(HoDs) of  Agriculture 
and allied departments 
to review and finalise 
arrangements for the 
upcoming Kisan Mela and 
foundation stone laying 
ceremony of  the Mandi at 
Wusan Bangil, Tangmarg 
in Baramulla district.

MLA Gulmarg, Farooq 
Ahmad Shah, HoDs of Agri-
culture, Horticulture  and 
concerned  officers were 
present in the meeting.

The Minister had detailed 
deliberations on prepara-
tions being put in place by 
different departments for 
the mega kisan mela.

He instructed all the 
concerned HoDs to ensure 
seamless inter-departmen-
tal coordination, meticulous 

planning and timely com-
pletion of  all arrangements 
for successful conduct of  
the programme. He stressed 
that every department 
should contribute its best 
towards making the event 
impactful, well-organised 
and beneficial for the farm-
ing community.

The meeting also dis-
cussed the detailed pro-
gramme schedule and 
participation of  various 
Agriculture and allied 
departments in the event.

Javid Dar directed the 
departments to establish 
informative and profes-
sionally designed stalls 

showcasing their schemes, 
flagship programmes, 
achievements, innova-
tive initiatives, modern 
technologies and farmer-
centric interventions. He 
emphasised that the Kisan 
Mela should provide farm-
ers with a meaningful plat-
form to interact directly 
with the departmental 
officers, agricultural sci-
entists, technical experts 
and other stakeholders. 
The event will help in 
familiarising the farmers 
with modern agricultural 
practices, government 
schemes and available sup-
port mechanisms.

1 month on

Kangan residents suffer as waste 

collection vehicles disappear

Garbage piles up, non-functional waste segregation sheds add to woes
RAJA SYED RATHER

GANDERBAL: Absence 
of  garbage collection 
vehicles in Kangan area 
in Ganderbal district for 
the past month has caused 
considerable inconve-
nience to residents, busi-
ness owners and hotel 
operators, with waste 
accumulating along road-
sides and at unauthorised 
dumping spots.

Residents said that they 
continue to pay monthly 
waste collection fees, but 
irregular garbage collec-
tion has resulted in the 
accumulation of  waste 
at Prang, Kijpora, Chin-
nar, Cherwan, Margund, 
Wussan, Lari, Najwan, 
and other areas of  Kangan 
subdivision.

They said the situa-
tion is not only affecting 
cleanliness but is also 
creating environmental 
hazards and public health 
concerns, besides causing 
inconvenience to tourists 
and visitors.

“Authorities should 
ensure that collection 
vehicles visit the area 
regularly,” said Manzoor 
Ahmad, a resident of  
Prang.

“Foul odour emanat-

ing from garbage dumps 
has made our lives mis-
erable. These dumps are 
attracting stray animals 
who become violent after 
spotting the humans. We 
request the concerned 
authorities to restore reg-
ular waste collection at the 
earliest,” said M Iqbal of  
Kijpora.

“Chinnar is also facing 
problems due to the accu-
mulation of  waste. The 
authorities need to act. 
The garbage is piling up in 
public places. Clean sur-
roundings are especially 
important for the people 
and visitors,” said Abdul 
Ahad.

Hotel owners in the 
area also expressed con-
cern, saying the accumu-
lation of  garbage could 
have a negative impact 
on tourism and local 
businesses.

Meanwhile, around 
seven waste segrega-
tion sheds have report-
edly been constructed in 
Kangan Block, but resi-
dents said most of  them 
are currently non-func-
tional.

They said the initiative 
could help improve waste 
management if  the sheds 
are properly operated and 

waste is segregated and 
processed regularly.

Parwaiz Ahmad told 
KNO that no suitable land 
has so far been identi-
fied for the dumping and 
proper management of  the 
waste.

He appealed to the 
higher authorities to 
urgently identify suitable 
land for waste disposal 
and establish an effec-
tive waste management 
system to prevent garbage 
from being dumped along 
roadsides, public places 
and other unauthorised 
locations.

Residents and busi-
ness  owners  have 
appealed to the Assis-
tant  Commissioner 
Development (ACD) and 
Deputy Commissioner 
Ganderbal to intervene 
urgently, ensure regular 
deployment of  garbage 
collection vehicles and 
make the waste segrega-
tion sheds operational in 
Kangan Block.

They also urged the 
authorities to put in place 
a proper system for collec-
tion, segregation and dis-
posal of  waste to prevent 
further environmental 
and public health con-
cerns—(KNO)

Committee on Petitions reviews 

grievances of Khimber residents
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Com-
mittee on Petitions of  
J&K Legislative Assem-
bly Friday met under the 
Chairmanship of  Pirzada 
Farooq Ahmad Shah to 
examine the long-pending 
grievance of  residents of  
Khimber Hazratbal regard-
ing illegal occupation of  
their traditional grazing 
land.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Members of  the Com-
mittee including Javaid 
Riyaz (Bedar), Dr. Sajjad 
Shafi, Javaid Iqbal Choud-
hary and Shagun Parihar.

Deputy Commissioner 
Srinagar, Akshay Labroo; 
SDM East Srinagar, other 
concerned officers, besides 
officers of  the Assembly 
Secretariat were also pres-

ent in the meeting .
During the meeting , the 

Chairman observed that 
Government land belongs 
to the people and must not 
be allowed to fall into the 
hands of  a few. He assured 
that the Committee will 
not allow such injustices 
to continue and will take 
every possible step to 
restore the rights of  the 
common man, safeguard 
public property for future 
generations.

The Chairman directed 
that strict action be taken 

against all those found 
involved in the illegal 
encroachment of  Govern-
ment land. He instructed 
the District Administra-
tion to identify and take 
to task the land mafia and 
other elements involved, 
and to retrieve the illegally 
occupied land immediately.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner, Srinagar, during 
the meeting, briefed the 
Committee in detail about 
the illegal occupation of  
their traditional grazing 
land in Khimber Hazratbal.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

From Job Seekers 
To Job Creators

J
ammu and Kashmir is witnessing a welcome 
change in the aspirations of its young genera-
tion. The traditional expectation of securing 
a government job is gradually giving way to a 
more confident and enterprising mindset, one 

that sees youth not merely as job seekers, but as poten-
tial job creators.
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha’s message to students 
at SKUAST is therefore both timely and significant. His 
call for young people to create opportunities rather than 
wait for them reflects a broader transformation taking 
place across Jammu and Kashmir. A self-reliant region 
cannot depend indefinitely on limited formal employ-
ment opportunities; it must nurture entrepreneurship, 
innovation, research and enterprise.
The infrastructure facilities inaugurated at SKUAST, 
including the Unnati Girls Hostel, Centre for AI and 
ML in Agriculture, Centre for Mushroom Research and 
Innovation, Advanced Sericulture Laboratory and Centre 
for Digital Media and Publication, are important pre-
cisely because they connect education with emerging 
opportunities.
These are not merely buildings or laboratories. If effec-
tively utilised, they can become platforms where ideas 
are transformed into products, research into enterprises 
and skills into livelihoods. Agriculture and allied sectors 
in particular have enormous potential in Jammu and 
Kashmir, from mushroom cultivation and sericulture to 
agri-technology, food processing, digital services and 
high-value horticulture.
The LG’s observation that a degree is not a destination 
but a runway for success deserves particular attention. 
Education must prepare young people not only to seek 
employment but also to identify problems, develop 
solutions and build enterprises around those solutions.
At the same time, the responsibility cannot rest entirely 
on young people. The ecosystem around them must be 
equally supportive. Universities, financial institutions, 
government departments and industry need to work 
together to make it easier for innovative ideas to receive 
mentorship, funding, market access and technological 
support.
The real test of this changing aspiration will be whether 
a student with an idea can move from a classroom to a 
laboratory, from a laboratory to a startup and eventually 
from a startup to a sustainable enterprise. That jour-
ney requires patience, honesty, hard work and, equally 
importantly, an enabling ecosystem.
Jammu and Kashmir has no shortage of educated, tal-
ented and ambitious youth. What is needed is to convert 
that talent into productive enterprise. The region’s uni-
versities can play a pivotal role in this transformation 
by becoming centres not only of learning but also of 
innovation, incubation and entrepreneurship.
A self-reliant Jammu and Kashmir will not be built 
simply by increasing the number of vacancies. It will 
be built when its young people increasingly believe 
that they can create opportunities for themselves and 
others.
The emergence of the young entrepreneur, innovator, 
researcher and employer could well become one of 
the most important stories of Jammu and Kashmir’s 
economic transformation. The aspiration to create jobs, 
rather than merely wait for them, is a change worth 
encouraging, and nurturing.

When Education Stops Valuing Talent

DR. ANJUM NAZIR QURESHI

T
eaching is a profession that 
shapes almost every other 
profession. Teachers are often 
described as nation builders 
because they guide, mentor, 

and support learners during some of  
the most important stages of  their lives. 
Yet, behind this respected image, many 
educators continue to face challenges that 
remain largely unnoticed. Society expects 
teachers to deliver lessons, solve students’ 
problems, mentor them, and contribute 
beyond the classroom, often without 
considering whether teachers themselves 
receive adequate recognition, respect, and 
professional support. Such conditions are 
gradually weakening the education system 
and discouraging talented intellectuals from 
entering the profession.

One of  the major reasons for this 
declining interest is inadequate 
remuneration. Particularly in higher 
education, teachers are expected to fulfil 
numerous academic and professional 
criteria before securing a position. They 
are required to possess advanced degrees, 
research experience, publications, and other 
qualifications. However, are they always 
compensated according to their expertise 
and achievements? In many institutions, 
educators continue to work for modest 
salaries while being expected to undertake 
extensive academic and administrative 
responsibilities. Even salary increments can 
become difficult when teachers are expected 
not only to complete their duties but also 
to remain aligned with the preferences 
of  the administration. Differences in 
professional opinions may sometimes result 
in uncomfortable consequences.

Another serious concern is the growing 
perception of  educational institutions 
as commercial establishments. In some 

places, appointments and opportunities 
are influenced more by personal 
references and connections than by merit, 
competence, and experience. In extreme 
cases, monetary considerations may also 
influence recruitment. When favoritism 
becomes more important than qualifications 
and achievements, deserving educators 
gradually lose faith in the system. The same 
problem can emerge during performance 
evaluations and annual increments, when 
individuals close to decision-makers receive 
greater benefits while hardworking and 
capable educators are overlooked.

When flattery is valued more than 
professional competence, institutions 
cannot achieve sustained excellence. Such 
an environment often leads to the silent exit 
of  intellectuals. Talented educators who 
receive little recognition may eventually 
look beyond academia for careers where 
their abilities and contributions are valued. 
Teachers require professional respect, 
autonomy, and reasonable personal space. 
Excessive interference, unnecessary 
control, and disregard for their opinions 
can gradually reduce their confidence 
and motivation. An educator contributing 
through teaching, research, mentoring, 
innovation, and institutional service should 
be appreciated rather than taken for granted.

The consequences extend beyond 

individual teachers. An institution 
may possess excellent infrastructure, 
technology, and impressive policies, but 
its greatest strength remains the quality of  
its educators. When talented professionals 
are overlooked because of  favouritism, 
institutional credibility suffers. When 
questioning and independent thinking are 
discouraged, capable educators may stop 
expressing ideas, accepting responsibilities, 
or initiating innovative projects. Ultimately, 
students are affected because a disengaged 
teacher may find it difficult to create an 
inspiring and intellectually stimulating 
learning environment.

Educational leadership must therefore 
establish transparent and objective criteria 
for appointments, promotions, rewards, 
and the distribution of  responsibilities. 
Roles should be assigned according to 
expertise, interest, competence, and 
proven performance rather than personal 
relationships. Unfortunately, there are 
instances where individuals are given 
prominent responsibilities despite 
lacking the necessary skills, while more 
capable educators remain overlooked. For 
example, assigning public communication, 
podcasting, anchoring, or other institutional 
responsibilities to unsuitable individuals 
can affect the quality and professional image 
of  an institution, particularly when more 

competent candidates are available.
There are countless examples where 

merit remains unrewarded and deserving 
educators are denied opportunities to 
grow. This raises an important question: 
If  we want students to believe that merit 
matters, should educational institutions not 
demonstrate that merit matters?

When education stops valuing its 
educators, it gradually stops valuing 
education itself. A truly progressive 
institution must create an environment 
where talent is recognised, effort is 
respected, excellence is rewarded, and 
every educator receives a fair opportunity 
to contribute and grow. Only then can 
education continue to attract the intellectual 
minds capable of  shaping the future.

Author is Assistant Professor, RCERT, 
Chandrapur and TEDx Speaker

Is Agristack Ready For The Ground Reality?
MOHD AMIN

 

A
s the AgriStack 
a s s i g n m e n t 
nears completion 
in Jammu & 
Kashmir, Aadhaar 

authentication failures, 
deceased landowners and 
pending inheritance mutations 
underline the need for adequate 
time to complete the final 
verification process accurately. 
The AgriStack assignment is 
nearing completion, marking 
an important milestone in 
India's journey towards digital 
agriculture. Across Jammu 
and Kashmir, revenue officials 
and field functionaries, 
particularly Patwaris, have 
worked relentlessly to bring 
land records into a digital 
ecosystem that can eventually 
support farmers through 
more accurate identification, 
targeted benefits and improved 
agricultural planning.

The progress achieved so 
far deserves recognition. Yet, 
as the assignment approaches 
its final stage, the experience 
from the ground makes one 
fact increasingly clear: the last 
mile of  digitisation is often the 
most difficult mile. One of  the 
important components of  the 
AgriStack ecosystem is the 
creation and verification of  
land-related digital groupings, 
commonly referred to as 
buckets. In simple terms, a land 
bucket is a digital grouping of  
land parcels within a revenue 
village that the system 
identifies as belonging to the 
same individual owner.

The software analyses 
available land records, 
including the Record of  Rights 
or Jamabandi, and groups 
parcels through matching of  
names and other available 
identifiers. A unique internal 
Bucket ID is assigned to such 
a grouping before its final 
verification. The prospective 
farmer can then claim the 
relevant land records, complete 
authentication and establish 
the linkage necessary for the 
creation of  a verified digital 
farmer identity.

While the concept is 
technologically sound and 
administratively important, its 
implementation on the ground 
is encountering genuine 
practical difficulties.

T he  Aadhaar  OTP 
Challenge A major challenge 
in completing the bucket 
verification process is 

Aadhaar-based authentication. 
In many cases, the system 
requires an OTP linked to 
the Aadhaar details of  the 
recorded landowner. However, 
a significant number of  
landowners are unable to 
receive the OTP.

There can be several 
reasons. In some cases, 
the name recorded in the 
revenue record does not 
exactly correspond with the 
name appearing in Aadhaar. 
In other cases, the Aadhaar 
number may not be linked 
with the mobile number 
currently being used by the 
landowner. Some landowners 
may have changed their mobile 
numbers years ago without 
updating their Aadhaar 
details. The result is that a 
person may be physically 
present, may possess genuine 
land documents and may be 
the rightful recorded owner, 
yet the digital verification 
process cannot proceed 
because the required OTP 
does not arrive.

This is not necessarily 
a failure on the part of  
the farmer or the revenue 
official. It is a gap between 
old records,  changing 
personal information and the 
requirements of  a modern 
dig i ta l  authent icat ion 
system. Such persons are 
being advised to approach 
the nearest Common Service 
Centre or authorised Aadhaar 
updation facility to correct 
or update their Aadhaar 
details, including mobile-
number linkage where 
necessary. But this process 
itself  requires time. Citizens 
may have to travel, wait for 

appointments or complete 
biometric and documentary 
formalities before returning 
to the AgriStack verification 
process.

Expecting all such cases 
to be resolved within a rigid 
deadline would therefore 
ignore the practical realities 
of  rural administration. An 
even more sensitive challenge 
arises where the land recorded 
in the Jamabandi continues 
to stand in the name of  a 
person who has passed away. 
In many villages, the legal 
heirs may still be cultivating 
and possessing the land, but 
the inheritance mutation 
has not yet been entered 
and attested in the revenue 
records. Consequently, the 
digital system encounters the 
name of  a deceased person as 
the recorded landowner.

Naturally, Aadhaar-based 
OTP authentication in the 
name of  a deceased individual 
cannot solve this problem. 
The appropriate course for 
the legal heirs is to approach 
the concerned Patwari 
and initiate the process for 
entering the inheritance 
m u t at i o n .  A f t e r  d u e 
verification and completion 
of  the prescribed revenue 
procedure, the land records 
can be updated in the names 
of  the rightful successors.

But inheritance mutation 
is not an instant digital click. 
It involves the identification 
of  legal heirs, verification of  
facts, examination of  revenue 
records and completion of  the 
prescribed procedure. In some 
cases, family members may 
be living outside the village 
or even outside Jammu and 

Kashmir. In others, there 
may be disputes, incomplete 
documentation or difficulties 
in producing all concerned 
persons at the appropriate 
stage. Therefore, these cases 
cannot reasonably be expected 
to reach a correct conclusion 
overnight merely because 
the digital assignment is 
approaching its deadline.

The ultimate objective of  
AgriStack is not simply to 
achieve a numerical target. 
Its true purpose is to build a 
reliable and accurate digital 
foundation for agriculture.

An incorrectly mapped land 
parcel can create complications 
for farmers in the future. 
A wrongly linked digital 
identity may affect eligibility 
for agricultural schemes and 
services. Likewise, forcing 
verification despite unresolved 
Aadhaar or inheritance issues 
may create errors that are 
much harder to correct later.

This is why the final stage 
of  the assignment requires 
patience.

The enormous effort 
already made by Patwaris 
and other officials should 
not be overshadowed by 
difficulties that are beyond 
their immediate control. Field 
staff  can identify the problem, 
guide the citizen, enter 
mutations according to law 
and facilitate verification. But 
they cannot instantly update 
an individual's Aadhaar-
linked mobile number, resolve 
a name mismatch or complete 
every pending inheritance 
case without following due 
procedure.

The AgriStack assignment 
has demonstrated the capacity 

of  Jammu and Kashmir's 
revenue machinery to 
undertake complex and 
technologically demanding 
work. Patwaris have worked 
under considerable pressure 
to connect traditional land 
records with a modern digital 
agricultural ecosystem. As 
the assignment now reaches 
its concluding phase, the 
administration should consider 
providing adequate time for 
genuinely pending cases.

A focused period may be 
used to resolve Aadhaar 
mismatches, facilitate mobile-
number updates, guide citizens 
towards CSCs and authorised 
Aadhaar centres, identify 
deceased recorded landowners 
and process inheritance 
m u t a t i o n s  w h e r e v e r 
required. Special attention 
should be given to cases that 
cannot proceed because of  
circumstances beyond the 
control of  the farmer or field 
official. The objective should be 
clear: complete the assignment, 
but complete it correctly.

AgriStack has the potential 
to become an important pillar 
of  India's digital agriculture 
ecosystem. But the success of  
any digital system ultimately 
depends on the accuracy of  
the data fed into it and the 
ability of  ordinary citizens to 
participate in the process.

A farmer should not be 
excluded merely because an 
OTP is linked to an old mobile 
number. A family should 
not face an administrative 
dead end because the name 
of  a deceased ancestor still 
appears in the Jamabandi. 
And a Patwari should not 
be blamed for delays caused 
by Aadhaar discrepancies 
or inheritance procedures 
that  require statutory 
verification.

The remarkable progress 
made in the AgriStack 
assignment should now be 
consolidated with equal 
emphasis on accuracy, 
inclusion and patience.

The work is near completion. 
The foundation has been laid. 
But the final buckets require 
careful verification, not 
hurried closure. The last mile 
may take more time—but it is 
this mile that will determine 
whether the digital record is 
merely complete on paper or 
truly correct on the ground.

The author can be mailed at 
miramin354@gmail.com

Society expects 
teachers 
to deliver 

lessons, solve 
students’ problems, 
mentor them, and 
contribute beyond 
the classroom, often 
without considering 
whether teachers 
themselves receive 
adequate recognition, 
respect, and 
professional support.
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The Silent Epidemic

Substance Abuse And Drug Addiction Among Youth

A Hidden Crisis Stealing The Future Of Our Youth

DR. TAWSEEF A. MIR
 

W
alk through any city, 
town or village today, 
and beneath the bustle 
of  daily life lies a 
crisis that is steadily 

growing yet often remains hidden 
from public view. Substance abuse 
and drug addiction have become one 
of  the most alarming social issues of  
our time, particularly among young 
people. While governments, educa-
tors, and families continue to address 
the problem, the reality is that addic-
tion is spreading faster than aware-
ness and prevention efforts.

Drug addiction is not merely a per-
sonal weakness or a bad habit. It is 
a complex social, psychological, and 
health problem that affects individu-
als, families and entire communities. 
Unfortunately, many people still view 
addiction as a moral failure rather 
than a disease, making it even more 
difficult for those affected to seek 
help.

One of  the most troubling aspects 
of  this issue is the increasing involve-
ment of  young people. Adolescence 
and early adulthood are periods 
marked by curiosity, experimentation 
and the desire for social acceptance. 
During this vulnerable stage, many 
young individuals are introduced to 
drugs through peer pressure, social 
gatherings or even online platforms 

that glamorize substance use. What 
starts as a moment of  curiosity often 
turns into a dangerous dependency.

The reasons behind substance 
abuse are numerous. Academic stress, 
unemployment, family conflicts, anxi-
ety, depression and social isolation all 
contribute to the problem. In today's 
fast-paced world, many young people 
struggle to cope with emotional and 
psychological pressures. Instead of  
seeking healthy solutions, some turn 
to drugs in the hope of  escaping their 
problems, even if  only temporarily.

However, drugs do not solve prob-
lems; they create new ones. The tem-
porary relief  they provide is often fol-
lowed by long-term suffering. Addic-
tion gradually takes control of  an 
individual's thoughts, behavior and 
decision-making abilities. It affects 
physical health, mental well-being, 
relationships, and career prospects. 

In many cases, addiction robs indi-
viduals of  their potential and dreams.

The impact extends far beyond the 
individual user. Families often expe-
rience emotional trauma, financial 
hardship and social stigma. Parents 
watch helplessly as their children 
become trapped in cycles of  depen-
dency. Siblings suffer from neglect 
and emotional distress. Marriages 
break down, trust erodes and family 
bonds weaken under the strain of  
addiction.

Communities also bear the 
burden. Drug abuse is frequently 
linked to rising crime rates, violence 
and unemployment. Resources that 
could otherwise be invested in edu-
cation, healthcare, and development 
are diverted toward law enforcement 
and rehabilitation efforts. In this way, 
addiction becomes not only a personal 
tragedy but also a societal challenge.

Particularly concerning is the nor-
malization of  substance use in certain 
social circles. Popular culture, films, 
and social media sometimes portray 
drugs as symbols of  freedom, excite-
ment, or success. Such portrayals can 
create misleading perceptions among 
impressionable audiences. Rarely do 
these images show the devastating 
consequences that addiction leaves 
behind the broken families, lost 
opportunities, declining health and 
shattered lives.

Addressing this crisis requires 
more than punitive measures. While 
strict action against drug trafficking 
is essential, prevention must remain 
the primary focus. Schools and col-
leges should incorporate comprehen-
sive drug education programs that 
go beyond simple warnings. Students 
need accurate information about the 
risks of  substance abuse and practi-
cal skills to resist peer pressure.

Parents also have a critical role to 
play. Open communication, emotional 
support and active involvement in a 
child's life can significantly reduce 
the likelihood of  substance abuse. 
Young people who feel valued, under-
stood and supported at home are less 
likely to seek comfort in harmful sub-
stances.

Equally important is the availabil-
ity of  mental health services. Many 
individuals struggling with addiction 
are also battling anxiety, depression, 
trauma or other psychological issues. 
By expanding access to counseling 
and mental health support, society 
can address some of  the root causes 
that drive substance abuse.

For those already affected, reha-
bilitation should be viewed as a path-
way to recovery rather than punish-

ment. Every individual deserves a 
second chance. Effective treatment 
programs, counseling services, and 
community support can help people 
overcome addiction and rebuild their 
lives. Recovery is often a long and dif-
ficult journey, but it is possible when 
society offers understanding instead 
of  judgment.

The fight against substance abuse 
cannot be won by governments alone. 
It requires collective responsibility. 
Families, educators, healthcare pro-
fessionals, religious leaders, commu-
nity organizations, and young people 
themselves must work together to 
create environments that promote 
healthy choices and discourage drug 
use.

As we observe the growing impact 
of  addiction on our communities, 
one truth becomes clear: silence is 
no longer an option. Every day that 
passes without meaningful action 
allows the problem to grow stronger. 
Awareness, education, compassion 
and prevention must become our 
most powerful tools.

Substance abuse and drug addic-
tion are not merely issues affecting 
a small segment of  society; they are 
challenges that concern us all. If  we 
fail to act today, future generations 
may pay an even greater price. The 
time has come to confront this silent 
epidemic with determination, empa-
thy and a shared commitment to pro-
tecting the well-being of  our youth 
and society as a whole.

Author is NEET Educator at 
Kashmir Institute of  Excellence and 

member of  IUCN-CEESP, Gland, 
Switzerland. He can be mailed at 

ethno.tawseef@gmail.com 

       Broken Trust

Why Kashmir’s Institutions Fail To Protect
ANAS RIYAZ

A 
classroom is supposed 
to be a place where a 
child learns, grows and 
develops an understand-
ing of  the world around 

her. For parents, schools and other 
educational institutions are spaces of  
trust, where children are expected to 
be protected by the adults entrusted 
with their education. But for some 
girls in Kashmir, that sense of  safety 
has been replaced by fear and trauma 
after they experienced inappropri-
ate touching, harassment or sexual 
abuse in places where they were sup-
posed to feel protected. Recent cases 
of  sexual violence across Kashmir 
has once again brought the issue of  
women’s and children’s safety into 
focus. The incidents are different 
in nature and circumstances, but 
together they have raised questions 
about the safety of  women and girls 
not only in isolated locations but also 
in institutions and public spaces that 
form part of  their everyday lives.

For many women and girls, how-
ever, the experience of  harassment 
does not necessarily take the form 
of  a case that reaches the police sta-
tion or becomes a national headline. 
It can begin with an unwanted touch, 
an inappropriate gesture, a com-
ment, a teacher crossing a boundary 
or a stranger taking advantage of  a 
crowded public space. Such incidents 
can remain unreported, while their 
psychological impact continues long 
after the incident itself.

One young student experienced 
what she describes as inappropriate 
and deeply disturbing behaviour by 
a person she trusted, said the expe-
rience fundamentally changed her 
relationship with the educational 
environment. “I am totally broken, 
and even today I find it difficult to 
speak about what happened to me. 
I went to that place to learn. I went 
there believing that it was a place 
where I would learn how to live, 
how to understand the world and 
how to build my future. Instead, 
that place became a trauma for me. 
The person involved was someone I 
trusted deeply. I looked at him like a 
father figure and, in many ways, like 
an elder brother. I never imagined 
that someone I respected and trusted 
could touch me in a way that would 
leave such a deep impact on my life. 
When it happened, I did not know 
how to react. I was confused, fright-
ened and completely unable to under-
stand why someone I trusted would 

cross such a boundary. Even now, 
when I think about it, I feel the same 
fear and helplessness. I was supposed 
to remember that place for my educa-
tion, my friends and the dreams I had 
for my future. Instead, I remember 
what happened to me. It changed the 
way I look at people, and it changed 
the way I feel in places where I once 
believed I was safe.”

Her account reflects one of  the 
most difficult aspects of  harass-
ment in educational institutions: the 
betrayal of  trust. Teachers and other 
adults working in schools occupy 
positions of  authority, and students 
are expected to trust them. When 
that relationship is violated, the con-
sequences can extend beyond the 
incident itself  and affect a student’s 
confidence, education and sense of  
security.

For a student, reporting inap-
propriate conduct by a teacher or 
another person in authority can be 
extremely difficult. A young girl may 
fear that she will not be believed, that 
her character will be questioned, 
that her education could be affect-
ed or that the matter could become 

public. In many cases, the fear of  
consequences can become powerful 
enough to prevent a complaint from 
ever being made.

The issue is not limited to educa-
tional institutions. For women who 
travel to schools, colleges, workplac-
es and markets, public transport is 
another part of  everyday life where 
concerns about personal safety can 
arise. In Srinagar, the Smart City 
bus service has become an impor-
tant means of  public transportation, 
particularly after the introduction 
of  free travel for women on govern-
ment-operated buses. The initiative 
has helped improve women’s mobil-
ity and reduced the financial burden 
associated with daily commuting. 
However, the growing popularity of  
the service has also resulted in severe 
overcrowding during peak hours.

Recent reports have highlighted 
instances of  Smart City buses car-
rying substantially more passengers 
than their intended capacity. Com-
muters have raised concerns about 
congestion, discomfort and safety, 
particularly when buses become so 
crowded that passengers are forced to 

stand extremely close to one another.
For women, overcrowding can 

create an additional vulnerability 
because it becomes difficult to main-
tain personal space or identify who 
is touching them in a tightly packed 
vehicle. A woman standing in the 
middle of  a crowded bus may have 
little room to move, and confronting 
an offender in such an environment 
can be intimidating. The presence of  
dozens of  passengers does not nec-
essarily make a victim feel safer; in 
some circumstances, it can make her 
feel even more powerless because 
nobody around her may realise what 
is happening.

In the meantime, the government 
needs to acknowledge the growing 
demand for public transport  There is 
also a need for effective mechanisms 
through which women can report 
incidents, greater awareness among 
passengers and stronger account-
ability when complaints are made. 
Public transport should not only be 
affordable and accessible; it must also 
allow women to travel with dignity 
and without fear.

The same principle applies to 

educational institutions. A school 
or college cannot be considered 
safe simply because there is a gate, 
security personnel or a disciplinary 
committee. Students need to know 
that if  a teacher, staff  member or 
another person crosses a physical or 
emotional boundary, they have a safe 
and confidential mechanism through 
which they can report it.

The challenge becomes even 
greater when the victim is a minor. 
Children may not always have the 
vocabulary to describe inappropriate 
behaviour, may not understand what 
is happening immediately or may fear 
the reaction of  adults if  they disclose 
it. This makes the responsibility of  
parents, teachers and institutions 
even more important.

Recent cases involving children 
and women have also highlighted 
another difficult reality: not every 
experience of  harassment becomes 
a police case. Many incidents remain 
within families, schools or commu-
nities. Some survivors never report 
what happened because they fear 
social consequences or because they 
believe that speaking about it will not 
change anything. That silence can 
make the scale of  the problem dif-
ficult to understand.

The responsibility for safety also 
cannot rest entirely on women and 
girls. They are already told to be care-
ful about where they go, how they 
travel, whom they trust and what time 
they return home. The question that 
needs to be asked is why the burden 
of  preventing harassment should fall 
primarily on those who may become 
its victims. A society’s response to 
sexual violence cannot be measured 
only by the number of  arrests made 
after an incident. It must also be 
measured by whether a girl feels 
comfortable reporting inappropri-
ate behaviour, whether a woman can 
board a bus without fear and whether 
institutions have systems capable of  
protecting people before a situation 
becomes a headline.

For the young student who once saw 
her classroom as a place to learn how 
to live, that sense of  safety was taken 
away. For the woman who was travel-
ling home, an ordinary bus journey 
became an experience she says she 
will never forget. Both stories point 
towards the same unresolved question: 
when classrooms, public transport and 
other everyday spaces no longer feel 
safe, where are women and girls sup-
posed to find that safety?

The author can be mailed at 
anaskhan02288@gmail.com
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CM Inaugurates
installations created from discarded and 

scrapped materials. These include a vintage 
Ambassador car, classic Kashmiri tonga, 
floral boat, floral scooter, heritage jeep, floral 
tractor, old tyres and other reclaimed items, 
which have been creatively transformed into 
garden features.

Speaking on the occasion, Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah said the garden was a wonder-
ful initiative of  the Department of  Floricul-
ture aimed at demonstrating that discarded 
objects could be reused with thought and 
imagination.

“This is an effort by the Department of  Flo-
riculture to show people that almost anything 
can be reused if  you have the thought and 
imagination to do so,” he said.

Pointing towards the installations, the Chief  
Minister said the garden contained several 
unusual objects that one would not normally 
imagine being used in a garden, including a 
tractor, scooter, old jeep, Ambassador car and 
even a refrigerator in which plants had been 
placed and decorated.

He said the initiative carries an important 
message for society to think about reuse and 
recycling before throwing things away, partic-
ularly at a time when solid waste and plastic 
waste management has emerged as a major 
challenge in cities and villages.

“Before throwing anything away, we should 
stop and think whether it can be reused or 
recycled. Of  course, we cannot use every piece 
of  waste as a decorative item, but wherever 
there is a possibility of  recycling or reuse, we 
should make the effort,” the Chief  Minister 
said.

Emphasising the importance of  reducing 
plastic waste, he said people could adopt 
simple habits such as carrying reusable bags 
from home while going shopping instead of  
taking new plastic bags from shops and sub-
sequently discarding them.

“That is the message behind this garden, 
and I hope people will come here, enjoy it and 
also take this message back with them,” he 
said.

The garden has been conceived as a the-
matic model landscape based on the principles 
of  Reduce, Recycle and Reuse (RRR). Nearly 
90 per cent of  the materials used in its con-
struction have been sourced through recy-
cling and refurbishment rather than fresh 
procurement, making the project an example 
of  resource-efficient and sustainable land-
scaping.

Designed as an all-season garden, the Waste 
to Wonder–Flower Garden has been planned 
to offer continuous bloom from spring through 
late autumn. Plant selection and bloom-suc-
cession scheduling are aimed at keeping the 
site visually vibrant and florally active across 
changing seasons.

The Chief  Minister also spoke about the 
scope for further developing the Chrysanthe-
mum Garden, noting that its first season had 
provided valuable lessons that could be used 
to improve it during its second season.

Drawing a parallel with the evolution of  
the Tulip Garden, he said the iconic garden 
had also started on a much smaller scale 
and was developed progressively over the 
years through the addition of  features such 
as fountains, water channels and new levels. 
“In the same way, we will continue to add to 
and improve the Chrysanthemum Garden,” 
he said.

Regarding the Waste to Wonder Garden, the 
Chief  Minister suggested that the Department 
of  Floriculture should visit Chandigarh to 
study similar initiatives and explore possibili-
ties of  recreating and further developing the 
concept in Jammu and Kashmir.

“If  we can recreate a similar Waste to 
Wonder concept here, it could become a great 
attraction for tourism,” he said.

Advisor to the Chief  Minister Nasir Aslam 
Wani, MLA Bani Dr Rameshwar Singh, Addi-
tional Chief  Secretary to the Chief  Minister 
Dheeraj Gupta, Principal Secretary Culture 
Brij Mohan Sharma, Commissioner Secretary 
Floriculture, Gardens & Parks Zubair Ahmad, 
Director Floriculture, Gardens & Parks Kash-
mir Ms. Mathora Masoom and other con-
cerned officers were present on the occasion.

J&K Youth Creating
Governor drew attention to global examples 

of  technology-driven agriculture, from a dairy 
innovation hub in the Netherlands that brings 
together scientists, companies and farmers 
on AI-based nutrition and animal health solu-
tions, to Israel's integration of  data and smart 
management across agriculture and dairy, New 
Zealand's digital push in animal husbandry, 
and a Brazilian irrigation startup that turned 
a farmer's everyday problem into a scalable 
solution. The message from these examples, 
the Lieutenant Governor said, is that agricul-
ture and allied sectors represent the next major 
frontier for innovation worldwide.

At the same time, the Lieutenant Governor 
cautioned the youth of  Jammu Kashmir against 
simply replicating foreign models, urging them 
instead to study their own fields, farmers, cli-
mate and local challenges, and to build solutions 
suited to the region's specific needs.

The Lieutenant Governor also highlighted 
India's changing employment aspirations and 
observed that today's youth in Jammu Kash-
mir are increasingly looking to create jobs 
rather than wait in line for them. He said such 
shift in aspiration is central to the vision of  a 
Self-Reliant Jammu Kashmir.

“I want to tell all students that your degree 
is not your destination; rather, it is like a 
runway for your flight of  success. SKUAST-
Jammu will give you knowledge, but your 
curiosity will give you new thoughts and 
ideas. Your courage will turn that idea into a 
startup, and if  you continue to advance that 
startup with patience, honesty, and consis-
tent hard work, one day that same startup 
will provide employment and dignity to some-
one who today is sitting exactly where you 
are. That is why I often say that the truest 
meaning of  a Self-Reliant Jammu Kashmir is 
a region where every young citizen becomes 

an employer in some form, according to their 
ability and talent,” the Lieutenant Governor 
said.

The Lieutenant Governor also spoke at 
length about diversifying beyond traditional 
farming activities, encouraging young and 
progressive farmers to explore cold chains, 
grading and packaging units, regional brand-
ing, and digital marketplaces that could con-
nect Jammu Kashmir's produce with markets 
in Delhi, Dubai and beyond.

He also said that women's participation in 
the entrepreneurship ecosystem should be the 
key priority.

“No entrepreneurship revolution can be 
complete without the equal and active partici-
pation of  women. And no economy can truly 
become strong until women are equal partners 
in it. I do not just want to see women present 
in enterprises; I want to see enterprises led 
by women. You must support those Self-Help 
Groups and Farmer Producer Organizations 
that gain equal access to finance, technology, 
and markets. Support such women through 
your research and innovation who start their 
own businesses and then, through those same 
businesses, create employment opportunities 
for other women,” the Lieutenant Governor 
said.

On the Startup Outreach Programme, the 
Lieutenant Governor noted its focus on reach-
ing farmers and youth in villages who may 
have had no prior exposure to concepts such 
as incubation, mentoring or venture capital. 
He said the most useful solutions to farmers' 
problems are often conceived by those who 
have lived those problems firsthand.

The Lieutenant Governor stated that 
SKUAST-Jammu has so far selected more than 
150 students for idea incubation and supported 
56 promising startups, while extending its out-
reach to remote parts of  the Jammu region. 
Calling this a commendable beginning, the 
Lieutenant Governor urged the SKUAST-Jam-
mu to multiply these numbers and evolve into 
a genuine bridge between laboratories and 
markets, scientists and farmers, and technol-
ogy and ground-level needs.

“Real success of  SKUAST-Jammu will not 
be measured only by how many students grad-
uate from here, but the success of  this campus 
will be measured by how many new ideas were 
born here, how many solutions to problems 
were developed here, how many enterprises 
were established here, and how many farm-
ing families’ lives were positively changed by 
those enterprises,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor called upon stu-
dents to ask four questions every day during 
their time on campus- what problem can I 
solve, what enterprise can I build, what value 
can I add to agriculture and how many fami-
lies can benefit from my idea?

“If  these four questions keep troubling your 
mind continuously, then no one can stop you 
from finding the purpose of  your career,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor observed that 
Jammu Kashmir would increasingly be rec-
ognised for innovation, agricultural entrepre-
neurship and youth leadership in the years 
ahead.

“Do not make your dreams small. Do not let 
your circumstances become the limits of  your 
future. Draw strength from your roots, direc-
tion from knowledge, speed from technology, 
and create new paths with your resolve. I am 
confident that in the coming years, Jammu 
Kashmir will also be recognized for innova-
tion, agricultural entrepreneurship, science, 
technology, and youth leadership,” the Lieu-
tenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor also felicitated 
eight startups, FPOs and cooperative/rural 
enterprises for their contributions to agricul-
ture, allied sectors, value addition and rural 
enterprise development.

Four publications including “Policy Docu-
ment for Promoting Medicinal and Aromatic 
Plants in J&K”, “Chronicle of  Innovation & 
Startups under RKVY-RAFTAAR, SKUAST-
Jammu”, “Value on the Vine: Economic and 
Market Dynamics of  Vegetables” and “Stu-
dent’s Rural Exploration Programme (SREP)”, 
were also released.

Shri Shailendra Kumar, Additional Chief  
Secretary, Finance Department; Prof. B.N. 
Tripathi, Vice Chancellor, SKUAST-Jammu; 
Dr. Amrish Vaid, Director Extension; Dr. Anil 
Kumar, Registrar and faculty of  SKUAST 
Jammu; senior officials, students, scientists, 
entrepreneurs, representatives of  startups, 
FPOs, cooperatives and other stakeholders 
were present.

Community Solidarity’s
completely isolate terror sympathizers.
During his visit, the Lieutenant Governor 

paid obeisance at the Shri Amriteshwar Shiv 
Temple, and prayed for the peace, prosperity, 
and well-being of  one and all.

Addressing a public gathering, the Lieuten-
ant Governor commended the local commu-
nity and the Shri Amriteshwar Shiv Mandir 
Vikas Samiti for their collective efforts in 
establishing and developing the sacred site.

The Lieutenant Governor highlighted the 
vital role of  community solidarity in eliminat-
ing terrorism, substance abuse and corruption, 
while driving economic development and a spir-
itual renaissance in UT of  Jammu Kashmir.

“India is going through a great spiritual 
revival. This cultural wave is felt across 
Jammu Kashmir, bringing people closer 
together and strengthening our community 
bonds,” he said.

A concerted security and societal effort, 
driven by army, security forces, J&K Police, 
local administration and residents of  Jammu 
Kashmir have significantly degraded terror-
ism and transformed the region's security 
landscape.

It was once grimly predicted that the Trico-
lour would find no willing hands to carry it in 
Jammu Kashmir. Today, it is held high with 
pride on countless resolute shoulders,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

Responding to the demands, the Lieutenant 
Governor assured that sincere efforts would 
be made by the administration to address 

public grievances and local infrastructure 
needs.

Thakur Randhir Singh, Member of  Leg-
islative Assembly from Kalakote-Sunderba-
ni; Shri Satyapal Sharma, President, Shri 
Amriteshwar Shiv Mandir Vikas Samiti and 
Chelda Biradari; Shri Rajesh Gupta, President 
Vishva Hindu Parishad, J&K; Shri Bhim Sen 
Tuti, IGP Jammu; Shri Ramesh Kumar, Divi-
sional Commissioner Jammu; Shri Sandeep 
Wazir, DIG, Rajouri-Poonch Range; Shri Shiv 
Kumar Sharma, DIG Udhampur Reasi Range; 
Shri Abhishek Sharma, Deputy Commissioner 
Rajouri; Dr Bharat Bhushan, General Secre-
tary and other members of  Shri Amriteshwar 
Shiv Mandir Vikas Samiti, senior officials, 
and prominent citizens from different walks 
of  life were present.

No Major Weather
the official said.
The official said the possibility of  showers 

would continue intermittently rather than 
developing into a prolonged spell of  rainfall.

There is no continuous rain and no heavy 
rain,” the official said, adding that weather 
would “generally remain hot and humid” 
across the Valley as well as the Jammu divi-
sion.

In Kashmir, brief  showers are likely in some 
districts, particularly during the early morn-
ing and morning hours. There could also be 
isolated showers towards late afternoon and 
evening. “Early morning, morning hours and 
late afternoon and evening hours have some 
possibility of  brief  showers,” the official said.

The weather department has ruled out any 
significant weather activity over the coming 
week. “There is no significant weather activi-
ty until almost August 27-28,” the official said.

The Jammu division is expected to experi-
ence generally hotter and more humid condi-
tions during the day, while isolated showers 
could provide temporary relief  in some areas. 
The weather pattern is also expected to persist 
towards the end of  August, with the MeT indi-
cating that conditions would remain largely 
stable apart from brief, isolated showers.

“Generally, the weather may remain slight-
ly hot and humid,” the official said, adding 
that the prevailing conditions were likely to 
continue “until the ending of  August.”

The MeT also forecast a slight rise in day-
time temperatures over the coming days. 
Minimum temperatures, meanwhile, may see 
some fluctuation but are not expected to fall 
significantly before the end of  August. “Day 
temperatures are likely to rise slightly in the 
coming days,” the official said.

On minimum temperatures, the official said 
there could be a slight fall, but added that 
“until the end of  August, there will be no sig-
nificant fall.” Temperatures across Jammu 
and Kashmir are expected to remain around 
three to four degrees Celsius above normal 
during the period.

“They are likely to remain about three to 
four degrees above normal,” the official said. 
A more noticeable change in temperatures is 
expected only with the arrival of  September.

The MeT said temperatures, both maximum 
and minimum, could begin to decline from the 
first or second week of  September onwards 
across Jammu and Kashmir.

“From the first week of  September or 
second week of  September onwards, a fall in 
temperatures, both maximum and minimum, 
can be seen across Jammu and Kashmir,” the 
official said.

For now, therefore, the weather outlook 
remains largely stable, with no indication of  
a prolonged rainy spell. Isolated brief  show-
ers are likely to punctuate otherwise hot and 
humid days, particularly during the early 
morning and late afternoon or evening hours.

The MeT has particularly flagged parts of  
south Kashmir and the Jammu division for 
the possibility of  brief  intense showers over 
the coming days, while a broader seasonal 
decline in temperatures is expected only in 
September.

China's Renaming
geographical and historical significance. 

The importance of  the move becomes clearer 
when placed against China’s own record. Bei-
jing has repeatedly issued batches of  what it 
calls “standardised geographical names” for 
locations in Arunachal Pradesh, which China 
refers to as “Zangnan” and claims as part of  
southern Tibet.

In April 2026, China’s Ministry of  Civil 
Affairs released its sixth batch of  such names. 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Guo 
Jiakun explicitly defended the practice as 
an exercise of  China’s claimed “sovereign 
rights”. That argument exposes a striking 
contradiction. Beijing insists that assigning 
Chinese names to locations administered by 
India is legitimate, yet objects when India 
standardises names on its own official maps. 
A principle cannot credibly operate in only 
one direction. If  nomenclature alone cannot 
confer sovereignty on India, it cannot confer 
sovereignty on China either.

China’s approach demonstrates the limita-
tions of  cartographic pressure. Repeated pub-
lication of  new names may reinforce Beijing’s 
domestic narrative, but it does not by itself  
alter administration, civilian governance or 
control on the ground. Arunachal Pradesh 
functions as a state within the Indian Union, 
while Beijing continues to dispute its status. 
India’s Ministry of  External Affairs reiterated 
on August 11 that Arunachal Pradesh is an 
“inalienable and integral part of  India” and 
said the condition of  the border would inevita-
bly influence the wider bilateral relationship. 
The weakness in China’s position is therefore 
not that it maintains a territorial claim. States 
are entitled to advance claims in unresolved 
boundary disputes, but Beijing often presents 
its preferred terminology as though repetition 
itself  settles the dispute. Cartography should 
describe political reality and not be used as a 
substitute for negotiated settlement.

The naming controversy has coincided with 
far more consequential allegations from the 

Taksing sector of  Upper Subansiri district. A 
four-member fact-finding team from the Peo-
ple’s Party of  Arunachal reported alleged Chi-
nese intrusions. While the claims are unsub-
stantiated and uncorroborated, Beijing has 
said the overall border situation is “generally 
stable”. Reuters nevertheless reported claims 
of  a late-July patrol confrontation near Task-
ing and allegations from a local welfare body 
of  increasing Chinese activity.

The timing is particularly significant. The 
36th meeting of  the Working Mechanism for 
Consultation and Coordination on India-Chi-
na Border Affairs was held in New Delhi on 
August 6, only a day before reports of  India’s 
cartographic move emerged. Both govern-
ments publicly support dialogue, yet border 
stability remains the real test of  improving 
relations. According to reports, the latest 
concerns have emerged ahead of  the BRICS 
Summit scheduled in New Delhi for Septem-
ber 12-13, which Chinese President Xi Jinping 
is expected to attend. This creates a simple 
challenge for Beijing. China cannot simul-
taneously call for stable ties while using 
administrative naming campaigns to reinforce 
contested territorial claims and dismissing 
India’s equivalent cartographic actions as 
damaging to relations.

India’s response should therefore extend 
beyond naming places. Roads, telecommunica-
tions, forward logistics, reliable intelligence, 
civilian settlements and regular patrolling 
are ultimately more important than symbols 
on a map.

China’s cartographic strategy depends 
on repetition creating political familiarity. 
India’s strongest answer is not endless retali-
ation through competing lists of  names but 
effective administration, historical documen-
tation and credible defence of  the territory it 
governs. The wider lesson of  this cartographic 
war is straightforward: sovereignty cannot 
be created by renaming someone else’s geog-
raphy. Beijing may continue publishing new 
terminology for Arunachal Pradesh, but maps 
cannot substitute for facts on the ground, nor 
can unilateral labels resolve one of  Asia’s 
most complicated boundary disputes.

Minor Raped,
court of  law.
The FIR additionally claims that efforts 

were made to cover up the crime, and that 
medication was given in an attempt to end the 
pregnancy. Authorities have collected biologi-
cal samples and other evidence as part of  the 
medico-legal process, and a post-mortem was 
conducted at the District Hospital in Kishtwar.

The legal provisions invoked in the case 
include Sections 61(2), 65(1), 90, 91, and 92 of  
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, alongside Sec-
tions 4, 6, 8, 10, and 17 of  the Protection of  
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.

Both suspects have been taken into custody, 
and the police have stated that their investiga-
tion is ongoing.

The girl’s parents have asserted that they 
had no knowledge of  the pregnancy until it 
was detected by the doctor. Her father has 
reportedly stated that the family was com-
pletely unaware of  what had befallen their 
daughter. The family, which includes a son 
and the deceased girl, is in shock over the 
events.

Local residents, however, have alleged that 
the teacher had previously been a source of  
harassment for the family. They are demand-
ing a thorough and transparent inquiry into 
all aspects of  the case—from how the girl 
became pregnant to the circumstances of  her 
death. These claims have not yet been inde-
pendently verified.

The tragedy has ignited widespread fury in 
Chatroo, with residents taking to the streets to 
demand justice. Business establishments and 
shops have remained closed in protest against 
the incident.

Crime Branch Searches 
of  forged documents relating to date of  birth 

and educational qualifications. As part of  the 
ongoing investigation, the Special Crime Wing 
conducted a search at the residential premises 
of  SG Ct. Manzoor Ahmad Najar at Safakadal, 
Srinagar.

The spokesperson said the search was con-
ducted in accordance with due process of  law. 
Further details will be shared as the investiga-
tion progresses.

The general public has been advised to 
remain vigilant against fraudsters and report 
any such incidents directly to SSP SCW Kash-
mir (Crime Branch J&K). Those who have 
been victims of  fraud may also send their 
complaints to the official email: sspscw-kmr@
jkpolice.gov.in.

‘No Reason To
under its highest Level 4 warning, advising 

US citizens not to travel there.
Gor said the US periodically reassesses 

its travel advisories and suggested that the 
warning for Jammu and Kashmir could be 
downgraded following improvements in the 
security situation.

“I cannot make any big announcements 
here today, but it is something that we are 
going to look at,” he said.

The envoy also said Jammu and Kashmir 
offered considerable tourism potential and 
that more Americans could visit the region if  
the security assessment improved.

It’s in place to mention here that after Paki-
stan summoned US diplomat over ambassador 
Gor’s remarks in Srinagar, CM Omar had said 
that it was an issue between Islamabad and 
Washington and did not concern his admin-
istration.

Gor’s comments have drawn attention in 
the region, particularly against the backdrop 
of  continued differences between India and 
Pakistan over Jammu and Kashmir.

India has consistently maintained that 
Jammu and Kashmir is an integral part of  
the country and that matters concerning the 
Union Territory are internal to India—(KNO)
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR (UT) 

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT SHEEP HUSBANDRY OFFICER
 NOWSHERA, SRINAGAR 190011 

Tele/Fax No: 0194-2425954 email:- dshosrinagar27@gmail.com
	 		Twitter	handle:-	@Sheepdistr26375		 FB	Page:	District	Sheep	Husbandry	Office	Srinagar

(Technical Section)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Subject:  LIVESTOCK INSURANCE UNDER NATIONAL LIVESTOCK MISSION (NLM)
Reference:  DSHK-Plan/28/2021-05-I/772517/2026 Dated20.08.2026
All livestock owners/farmers of District Srinagar belonging to the General Category are hereby 
informed that Livestock Insurance is being implemented under the National Livestock Mission (NLM) 
for	the	financial	year	2026-27	for	which	this	district	has	to	cover	421	animals	in	the	first	instance.	
Interested and eligible livestock owners are advised to approach their concerned Sheep Development 
Blocks	for	registration,	verification	and	further	necessary	formalities.	Benefit	of	the	scheme	shall	be	
provided	on	vfirst	cum	first	served	basis.	
NO:DSHO/Sgr/Tech/2026-27/1689-91		 District	Sheep	Husbandry	Officer	
Dated: 21/08/2026  Srinagar 

DIPK-4835-26
DT: 21/08/2026

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR (UT)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
(JAL SHAKTI) IRRIGATION & FLOOD CONTROL, DIVISION SUMBAL.

IRRIGATION COLONY, SUMBAL SONAWARI - 193501.
EMAIL: irrigationsonal2dgmail.com, ifedsumbal@gmail.com  |  Phone: 01954-230584

CORRIGENDUM
Subject: Corrigendum to e-NIT No. 02 - I&FCD Sumbal of 2026 — 27 issued under No. 2230 — 38 Dt. 13-08-2026.
In continuation to the e-NIT No. 02 — I&FC Division Sumbal of 2026-27, issued under this office No. 2230-38 dated 13-08-2026, it is 
hereby notified that the following amendment shall be made with regard to the mode of submission of Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) and 
non-refundable Tender Document (TD) fee:-
1. The tenderers who have already participated in the above-mentioned tender Prior to 21-08-2026 shall be governed by the 

conditions Stipulated in the original e-NIT, including the revised mode of submission of EMD/ TD fee. 
2. With effect from 22-08-2026, the earlier/old procedure of submission of EMD/ TD fee through physical deposit of CDR shall 

be restored and followed. 
Accordingly, the tenderers Participating in the tender with effect from 22-08-2026 shall submit the requisite EMD in the form of 
physically deposited CDR/ TD Fee, as per the conditions of the tender.
All other terms and conditions of the e-NIT shall remain unchanged.
This corrigendum shall form an integral part of the aforesaid
No. IFCDS/CC/e-NIT/ 2349-52 Yours Faithfully,
Date:- 21/08/2026. (Er. Umar Jan Bhat)
DIPK-4851-26  Executive Engineer
DT: 21/08/2026 I&FC, Division Sumbal

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 

JAL SHAKTI (I&FC) DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

IRRIGATION DIVISION TRAL.
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

e-NIT No: 07 of 2026-27,  Date: 21/08/2026
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT J&K e-tenders (Single Cover System) are invited on percentage basis from approved and eligible 
contractors registered with UT Government for below mentioned works.

Work Particulars
S. No Name Of Work Adv. Cost 

in Lacs
Earnest 

Money (Rs)
Class of 
Contract

Time of Comple-
tion (in Days)

Major Head/
Scheme

Position 
Of AA

Position of  
Funds

01 Restoration of Head Regulator of 
Medura Canal 4.90 9800/= DEE 25 2702 M&R Accorded Budgetary 

Provision
02 Construction of outlet Regulator and 

Housing Chamber of Panner Storage 
Scheme 

1.60 3200/= DEE 20 2702 M&R Accorded Budgetary 
Provision

•	 Tender Document Fee:₹200/-
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms 
and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the departmental website https://www.
jktenders.gov.in per schedule of date given below:
1. Date of Publishing of Tender Notice 21/08/2026 at 18:00 Hrs.
2. Bid submission Start Date 21/08/2026 at 18:00 Hrs.
3. Bid Submission End Date 11/09/2026 at 18:00 Hrs.
4. Date & time of opening of Bids 12/09/2026 at 11:00 Hrs.

Note:
The Department shall not be responsible for any delay in the online submission of bids due to any reason whatsoever. Prospective 
bidders are advised to thoroughly read and understand the instructions provided in Annexure A as well as the General Conditions of 
Contract detailed in Annexure B, prior to submitting their bids. Submission of the tender shall be deemed as confirmation that the bidder 
has read, understood, and accepted all terms and conditions stipulated therein.
No:IDT/CC/1636-40 Sd/-
Date:21-08-2026  Executive Engineer,

Irrigation Division Tral.
DIPK-4825-26

DT: 21/08/2026

Speaker visits Buzgoo, 
Nilnag; emphasizes faster 
tourism development

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Speaker, 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly 
and Member Legislative 
Assembly (MLA) Charar-
i-Sharief, Abdul Rahim 
Rather, Friday visited 
Buzgoo and Nilnag areas 
of  the Charar-i-Sharief  
Assembly Constituency 
in Budgam district and 
interacted with the local 
residents to take stock of  
their developmental needs 
and concerns.

The development of  
Nilnag Lake was also dis-
cussed, with emphasis on 
developing the destination 
on the latest and sustain-
able model of  tourism.

The Speaker stressed for 
adequate tourist facilities 
and related infrastructure 
so as to make Nilnag an 
attractive destination for 
the visitors while also ben-
efiting the local population. 
He said that the region 
has immense potential to 
emerge as a major tourist 
destination and a source of  
sustainable livelihood and 
income generation for the 
local population.

He said that an amount 
of  Rs 71 lakh is proposed to 
be spent during the current 
year for creation of  tour-
ism-related infrastructure, 
including parks, fencing, 
gates and walkways. The 
proposed works are aimed 
at improving the overall 
infrastructure and visitor 
experience in the area, he 
added.

The Speaker said that 
efforts would be made to 

improve the connectivity 
between prominent tour-
ist destinations, including 
through the development 
of  the Barinibal Road 
connecting Yusmarg and 
Nilnag, enabling the tour-
ists to conveniently visit 
and enjoy both destina-
tions.

He said that a com-
prehensive development 
plan would be pursued 
for Nilnag and the entire 
adjoining tourism belt 
to ensure planned infra-
structure development and 
enhanced facilities for the 
visitors.

The closure of  tourist 
destinations, including 
Yusmarg, Doodhpathri 
and Tosamaidan, was 
highlighted as having an 
adverse impact on the local 
economy.

The Speaker asked the 
concerned authorities 
to review the decision in 
the larger public interest, 
keeping in view its impact 
on tourism-related activi-
ties, livelihoods and the 
local economy.

The Speaker added that 

Bamilbal –Yusmarg and 
Dobal–Yusmarg roads 
shall also be explored on 
public demand, with a view 
to improve the connectivity 
and facilitate hassle-free 
movement of  local resi-
dents as well as visitors to 
the area.

Rather said that Maha-
raja Road has been pro-
jected for development at 
an estimated cost of  Rs 12 
crore. The proposed devel-
opment is expected to 
improve road connectivity 
and provide better access 
to the concerned areas. 
The macadamisation of  the 
Nagam–Nilnag road shall 
be taken up shortly, with 
the work scheduled to com-
mence within the stipulat-
ed timeframe. He directed 
that the concerned agency 
shall ensure early comple-
tion of  the work so that the 
road is made traffic-worthy 
at the earliest.

The Speaker empha-
sized  that link roads of  
Buzgoo shall be macad-
amised to facilitate hassle-
free movement of  residents 
and improve connectivity 

within the area. Priority 
shall be accorded to roads 
requiring immediate atten-
tion, he added.

The Speaker also said 
that an amount of  Rs 30 
lakh has been provided 
for construction of  a wall 
around the High School, 
with the work to be taken 
up on priority so as to pro-
vide a secure and suitable 
environment for students 
and staff.

Interacting with the 
local residents, Rather 
assured them that neces-
sary facilities and infra-
structure, particularly 
in the sectors of  road 
connectivity, drinking 
water supply and tourism 
infrastructure, would be 
strengthened.

On drinking water 
facilities, he assured the 
residents that efforts would 
be made to provide an ade-
quate and reliable drinking 
water supply under the 
Kalnag scheme, benefiting 
a large number of  house-
holds in the area.

The Speaker informed 
that the balance work 
of  water supply scheme 
will be started tomorrow 
and completed within one 
month.

The Speaker was accom-
panied by CEO, Yusmarg 
Development Authority, 
Riyaz Ahmad Beigh; SE, 
Jal Shakti Department, 
Shazia Majid; Executive 
Engineer, PHE Chadoo-
ra, Mohammad Younis, 
and other officers of  line 
departments from Chadoo-
ra and Charar-i-Sharief  
Sub-Divisions.

NC-Cong biggest enemies of local self-

government: BJP MLA Pathania
Says CM Omar led Govt delaying Panchayat, ULB polls deliberately

Min Rana reviews Wildlife department 
functioning, development initiatives

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for Jal 
Shakti, Forest, Ecology & 
Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed 
Rana, Thursday chaired 
a meeting to review the 
functioning of  the Wildlife 
Department and the prog-
ress of  various ongoing 
and sanctioned projects.

During the meeting, 
detailed deliberations were 
held on projects sanctioned 
under CAPEX for the Pir 
Panjal and Chenab regions 
besides various develop-
ment works at Jambu Zoo.

During the meeting, 
Javed Rana reviewed vari-
ous developmental, planta-
tion and conservation ini-
tiatives being undertaken 
across the Pir Panjal and 
Chenab Divisions under 
CAPEX.  He emphasised 
the need for timely com-
pletion of  all sanctioned 
works and activities while 
ensuring the highest stan-
dards of  quality and sus-
tainability.

Appreciating the efforts 
of  frontline staff, the Minis-
ter encouraged them to con-
tinue working with dedica-
tion towards strengthening 
the department’s conserva-
tion efforts and advancing 
its green mission.

The Minister reviewed 
the progress of  infra-
structure being developed 
at Jambu Zoo, including 
new and upgraded animal 
enclosures and special-
ised habitats for different 
species, along with facili-

ties for rescued wildlife. 
He stressed that all such 
works should be planned 
and executed with due 
emphasis on animal wel-
fare, scientific manage-
ment and conservation.

Detailed discussions were 
also held on the develop-
ment of  walk-through avi-
aries, a butterfly park and 
landscaped green spaces, as 
envisaged under the zoo’s 
development and master-
planning framework.

The Minister called 
for ensuring that these 
facilities are developed in 
a manner that enhances 
both conservation and 
public engagement.

Javed Rana also 
reviewed arrangements for 
improving the overall visi-
tor experience at the zoo, 
including walking tracks, 
battery-operated vehicle 
facilities. He directed the 
officers to explore fur-
ther measures to increase 
visitor footfall and make 
Jambu Zoo a more attrac-
tive destination for fami-
lies, students and tourists.

The Minister further 
called for exploring Smart 
City bus connectivity to 
Jambu Zoo to improve 
public transport access 

and facilitate greater visi-
tor movement.

Javed Rana empha-
sised that greater public 
engagement with the zoo 
would not only promote 
recreation but also help 
strengthen awareness 
about wildlife conserva-
tion and biodiversity and 
the development of  Jambu 
Zoo as an important edu-
cational, recreational and 
tourism destination.

To strengthen preven-
tive measures to address 
rising human-wildlife 
conflict, Forest Minister 
directed the introduction 
of  safe, non-lethal deter-
rents to prevent wild 
animals from entering 
residential areas without 
causing them harm.

The Minister also 
called for identifying vul-
nerable locations, train-
ing local communities in 
safe response measures 
and strengthening rapid-
response teams to deal 
with wildlife emergencies. 
He emphasised that pro-
tection of  human lives and 
conservation of  wildlife 
must go hand in hand, with 
prevention and community 
participation at the centre 
of  the strategy.

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Terming 
National Conference (NC) 
and Congress as the “big-
gest enemies of  local self-
government” in Jammu 
and Kashmir, Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) MLA 
from Udhampur East, 
Ranbir Singh Pathania, 
on Friday accused the CM 
Omar led government of  
deliberately delaying Pan-
chayat and Urban Local 
Body polls in the Union 
Territory.

Pathania said Jammu 
and Kashmir needs stron-
ger local self-government.

Slamming the Congress 
and National Conference 
over the delay in local 
body elections, he said the 
two parties should explain 
their position. “Today, 
Ladakh has announced 
its local body elections. 
What has stopped Jammu 
and Kashmir? What is the 
obstacle?” he asked.

“The biggest enemies of  
local self-government in 
Jammu and Kashmir are 
the National Conference 
and Congress. They want 
people to suffer for a small 
drain, lane, pipe or road 
and come to them,” Patha-
nia alleged.

He said the delay in 
Panchayat and ULB polls 
will be a major issue for 
the BJP in the upcoming 
session.

Launching a broader 
attack, Pathania said, 
“This is a government 
which has no commitment, 
no direction, no develop-
ment philosophy. We will 
expose it and oppose it.”

He accused Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah of  being 
invisible on the ground. 
“We accept and acknowl-
edge that Omar Abdullah is 
the elected Chief  Minister 
of  Jammu and Kashmir. 
But on the ground, he is not 
visible. His government is 
fragmented,” he said.

Pathania accused the 
government of  failing to 
fulfil its electoral promises.

“The government is not 
living up to its commit-
ments made in its manifes-
to to the people of  Jammu 
and Kashmir, and commit-
ments made on the floor of  
the Assembly,” he said.

On jobs, Pathania 
alleged, “They had prom-
ised one lakh jobs. Let 
us say they gave 25000, 
but the irony and duplic-
ity is that they gave them 
through the back door 
to their own people and 
favourites. In the name 
of  outsourcing, they have 
placed their workers, 
their people and their 
supporters in different 
departments.”

He accused the govern-
ment of  running a “trans-
fer industry”. “If  you look 
at transfers in the PWD and 
other departments, there is 
no rhyme or reason. People 
are transferred within two 

months, while those who 
have completed eight years 
are left untouched. There is 
no unanimity, no common 
policy on transfers,” he 
alleged.

Pathania also criticised 
the government for keep-
ing MLAs out of  the loop 
on programmes organised 
in their constituencies. 
“There have been repeat-
ed complaints. It started 
from Jammu and then in 
Jammu North and other 
areas, where the Deputy 
Chief  Minister inaugurat-
ed works without involving 
the local MLA.

An MLA is the elected 
voice of  the people. Involv-
ing the elected represen-
tative is respecting the 
mandate of  the people. If  
you do not involve him, it 
means the government is 
disrespecting and insult-
ing the mandate,” he said, 
referring to such incidents 
in Handwara and his own 
constituency—(KNO)

Ajeet Sahu reviews progress of ADP, PMDDKY and PM SHRI in B'la
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Ajeet 
Kumar Sahu, Union Joint 
Secretary, Department of  
Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare, who is also serv-
ing as the Central Prabhari 
Officer for the Aspirational 
District Programme (ADP) 
for Baramulla Friday pre-
sided a meeting to review 
the implementation and 
progress of  ADP, Prime 
Minister Dhan-Dhanya 
Krishi Yojana (PMDDKY) 
and PM SHRI School at 
Dak Bungalow, Baramulla.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Deputy Commission-
er Baramulla, S.F. Hamid, 
Principal Government 

Medical College Baramul-
la, Chief  Planning Officer 
(CPO), Assistant Commis-
sioner Development (ACD) 
and sector officers from 
concerned departments.

At the outset, the CPO 
Baramulla presented a 
comprehensive overview 
of  the district’s perfor-
mance under 5 key indica-
tors of  the ADP, including 
Health and Nutrition, Edu-
cation, Agriculture and 
Water Resources, Financial 
Inclusion and Skill Devel-
opment, and Infrastruc-
ture.

During the meeting, 
the Central Prabhari Offi-
cer undertook a detailed 
review of  the progress 

achieved under the Aspi-
rational District/Block 
Programme, with particu-
lar focus on key indicators, 
developmental outcomes 
and the interventions being 
undertaken to improve the 
socio-economic conditions 
of  the identified areas.

Ajeet Kumar Sahu 
stressed the importance 
of  outcome-oriented plan-
ning, inter-departmental 
convergence and regular 
monitoring to ensure that 
the benefits of  govern-
ment schemes reach the 
intended beneficiaries 
in a timely and effective 
manner.

Meanwhile, the meeting 
reviewed the implementa-

tion of  the Prime Minis-
ter Dhan-Dhanya Krishi 
Yojana, aimed at strength-
ening agricultural produc-
tivity, improving access to 
agricultural infrastructure 
and services, promoting 
diversification and enhanc-
ing the overall income 
farmers.

The Joint Secretary 
directed the concerned 
officers to promote the 
adoption of  high-yielding 
and improved crop variet-
ies, particularly in the hor-
ticulture sector and other 
high-value cash crops, 
to enhance productivity, 
farm incomes and overall 
agricultural output in the 
district.SKUAST-K 

conducts training 
programme 
for Tribal spice 
growers in Khag

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: In an effort to 
extend agricultural out-
reach to remote and tribal 
regions, Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra (KVK) Budgam of  
Sher-e-Kashmir Univer-
sity of  Agricultural Sci-
ences and Technology of  
Kashmir (SKUAST-Kash-
mir), in collaboration with 
the Regional Office of  the 
Spices Board, Srinagar, 
organised a one-day train-
ing and awareness pro-
gramme for spice growers 
in the tribal area of  Khag 
Drung in Budgam district.

The programme was 
led by Ashutosh Gautam 
of  the Spices Board and 
Dr. Ambreen Nabi of  
SKUAST-Kashmir, KVK 
Budgam, and focused 
on strengthening farm-
ers' knowledge of  spice 
production, post-harvest 
management,  qual-
ity standards, sustainable 
production practices and 
market opportunities.

During the inaugural 
session, Dr. Iram Farooq 
provided the participants 
with an overview of  the 
objectives of  the pro-
gramme and the activities 
of the Spices Board. She also 
highlighted the outcomes 
of  previous collaborations 
between the Spices Board 
and Krishi Vigyan Kendras, 
particularly in facilitating 
improved market linkages 
and expanding opportuni-
ties for farmers.

In the technical session, 
Ashutosh Gautam elaborat-
ed on the various activities 
and support mechanisms 
of  the Spices Board. He 
apprised the participants 
about the existing schemes, 
eligibility criteria, applica-
tion procedures, training 
opportunities and market 
linkage initiatives available 
to spice growers.

He also discussed 
improved production 
practices and post-har-
vest management of  saf-
fron and Kashmiri red 
chilli, besides sensitising 
farmers about organic 
production practices, the 
Participatory Guarantee 
System (PGS), and the 8th 
edition of  the National 
Programme for Organic 
Production (NPOP).
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J&K Sports Council 
announces football 
selection trials for 
national championships

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Sports Council 
has announced open selec-
tion trials for the selection 
of  the UT’s Junior Girls 
and Sub-Junior Boys foot-
ball teams for participation 
in the National Football 
Championships 2026-27, 
being conducted under the 
aegis of  the All India Foot-
ball Federation (AIFF).

The divisional selection 
trials for the Junior Girls 
will be held on August 23 
and 24 from 9 am at the 
Mini Stadium Synthetic 
Turf, Parade Ground, 

Jammu, and the Synthetic 
Turf  Football Stadium, 
TRC Srinagar.

The UT-level trials for 
shortlisted players will be 
conducted at TRC Srinagar 
on August 26 and 27. Girls 
born between January 1, 
2011 and December 31, 2012 
are eligible to participate.

Similarly, the divisional 
selection trials for Sub-
Junior Boys will be held 
on September 1, 2 and 3 
from 9 am at the designat-
ed venues in Jammu and 
Srinagar. The shortlisted 
players will subsequently 
participate in the UT-level 
trials at TRC Srinagar on 

September 7 and 8.
Boys born between Jan-

uary 1, 2013 and Decem-
ber 31, 2014 are eligible 
to participate. All candi-
dates must be residents of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

Candidates have been 
advised to carry their 
original birth certificate, 
updated Aadhaar card, 
two passport-sized photo-
graphs and two photocop-
ies of  each document at the 
time of  trials.

For further informa-
tion, candidates may con-
tact Javed Ahmad Sofi at 
7006037351or Ricky Kumar 
at 9149887665.

DC Budgam witnesses Volleyball 
Tournament Final at Aarath
Appreciates youth initiative; says Admin committed to promote sports

Inter-District Table Tennis 
Tournament concludes in Shopian

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: The Inter-Dis-
trict Divisional Level Table 
Tennis Competition for 
Under-14 Boys concluded 
successfully Friday with 
a grand closing ceremony, 
showcasing the exception-
al talent, discipline and 
sportsmanship of  young 
athletes from across the 
division.

District Kupwara secured 
the top spot by bagging 1st 
position in the champion-
ship, while District Srinagar 

and District Bandipora 
achieved 2nd and 3rd posi-
tions respectively.

The closing ceremony 
was graced by the District 
Youth Services & Sports 
Officer, Shopian, Moham-
mad Ayoub Bhat, who dis-
tributed trophies among the 
winning teams and praised 
all participants for their 
enthusiastic involvement.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DYSSO con-
gratulated the winners 
and acknowledged the 
relentless efforts of  the 

participating teams, offi-
cials, coaches, and staff  
in making the champion-
ship a grand success. He 
emphasized that sports 
play a vital role in instill-
ing discipline, confidence, 
teamwork, and a healthy 
competitive spirit among 
young athletes.

The event concluded 
with the final distribution 
of  trophies and appre-
ciation awards, marking 
a successful end to the 
divisional-level sporting 
competition.

DYSS Baramulla 
continues Inter-
Zonal District-
Level competitions 
in district

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: The Depart-
ment of Youth Services and 
Sports (DYSS), District Baram-
ulla, continues its vibrant cal-
endar of Inter-Zonal District-
Level competitions and selec-
tion trials, providing young 
sportspersons with a dynamic 
platform to showcase their 
talent, competitive spirit and 
sporting excellence.

The ongoing sporting action 
unfolded simultaneously at the 
Indoor Stadium, Khawaja Bagh, 
Baramulla and Bipin Rawat 
Indoor Stadium, Baramulla, with 
enthusiastic participation of stu-
dents from various Educational 
Zones of the district.

The Inter-Zonal District-
Level Kabaddi Competition 
for Under-17 Boys formally 
kicked off at the Indoor Sta-
dium, Khawaja Bagh, with 
13 Educational Zonal teams 
competing for honours. The 
young kabaddi players dis-
played remarkable energy, 
tactical awareness, discipline 
and determination, turning 
the arena into a vibrant spec-
tacle of competitive sport.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Budgam, 
Athar Aamir Khan, Friday 
witnessed the final match 
of  a volleyball tournament 
organised by the local 
youth at Aarath, Budgam.

The final was played 
between Safapora Gan-
derbal Club and Outlaw 

Anantnag. A total of  16 
teams from different 
areas participated in the 
tournament.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Deputy Com-
missioner appreciated 
the organisers for provid-
ing a platform to young 
sportspersons. He said 
sports promote discipline, 
teamwork, leadership and 

a healthy lifestyle, while 
providing youth with a 
positive avenue to channel 
their energy and talent.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner said that the Dis-
trict Administration is 
committed to promoting 
sports and strengthening 
sporting infrastructure 
across Budgam. He said 
sustained efforts are being 
made to provide better 
facilities and opportuni-
ties to youth, encourage 
grassroots-level participa-
tion and identify emerg-
ing sporting talent across 
the district.

He encouraged young 
people to actively par-
ticipate in sports and stay 
away from drugs and other 
harmful activities.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner congratulated 
the organisers and par-
ticipating teams on the 
successful conduct of  
the tournament and con-
veyed his best wishes to 
the players.

A large number of  
sportspersons, senior citi-
zens, local residents, youth 
and officials were present 
on the occasion.

‘Govt aims to turn children’s passion 

into profession’: Satish Sharma
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Minister for 
Youth Services and Sports, Satish 
Sharma on Friday said that the 
Omar Abdullah-led government 
is committed to create a robust 
sporting ecosystem where the 
children and young people can 
transform their passion for sports 
into a viable profession.

Satish Sharma was speaking 
at the inaugural ceremony of  
the SKB Football Championship 
at Sports Stadium Naidkhai, 
organised by Kashmir Hunks 
and Thundrr FC. He said the 
government’s responsibility is to 
provide talented youngsters with 
the right platforms, facilities and 
opportunities to pursue sports 
seriously and build a future 
around their sporting abilities.

“We want to ensure that chil-
dren’s passion for sports does 
not remain confined to the play-
ground. Our aim is to provide 

them opportunities so that they 
can make sports their profes-
sion,” Sharma said.

The championship commenced 
amid an enthusiastic response 
from the public, with a large 
gathering witnessing the open-
ing encounter. The tournament 
provided young footballers with 
an important platform to show-

case their talent, gain competitive 
exposure and interact with the 
wider sporting community.

The Minister said grassroots-
level sporting events are vital 
for identifying, nurturing and 
promoting emerging talent. He 
emphasised the need to further 
strengthen sports infrastructure, 
expand access to quality train-

ing and ensure that talented 
sportspersons from every part 
of  Jammu and Kashmir receive 
adequate opportunities to excel.

Satish Sharma said the gov-
ernment would continue to sup-
port initiatives that encourage 
greater participation of  children 
and youth in sports, adding that 
sporting activities also contribute 
significantly towards discipline, 
teamwork, confidence and overall 
personality development.

The Minister appreciated 
the organisers, players and 
the local community for their 
efforts in promoting football 
at the grassroots level. He 
expressed hope that the cham-
pionship would help identify 
promising footballing talent 
from the area.

MLA Sonawari Hilal Akbar 
Lone, MLA Bandipora Nizamud-
din Bhat, officials of  the Sports 
Council and other dignitaries 
were present on the occasion.

Srinagar Defeats Bandipora in Opener
2nd Wular Smash Volleyball Cup 2026 Inaugurated in Sopore

BILAL DAR

SOPORE: The second edi-
tion of  the Wular Smash 
Volleyball Cup 2026 was 
inaugurated Friday at the 
Sheikh-ul-Aalam Sports 
Ground in Tarzoo, Sopore, 
with organisers emphasis-
ing the need to channel 
youth energy into sports to 
combat growing social ills.

In the inaugural match, 
Srinagar defeated Ban-
dipora, setting an exciting 
tone for the tournament 
that has drawn participa-
tion from multiple teams 
across the Valley.

The event was declared 
open by Mohammad Shafi, 
SHO Tarzoo, who attend-
ed as the chief  guest. 
Other dignitaries present 
included Sajad Ahmad 
Wani, Abdul Ahad Rehm-
ani, Bashir Ahmad Qasmi, 
Gulzar Ahmad, and Rahi 
Irshad.

Speaking to media, 
Chief  Organiser Ishfaq 
Ahmad Dar said the sole 
objective behind the tour-
nament is to keep youth 
away from drugs and other 
destructive influences. "As 
we all know how drugs and 
social evils have ruined our 

young generation, sports is 
the only way out for their 
bright future," Dar said.

He added that this 
edition has witnessed 
increased participation 
and a conscious effort to 
promote sports beyond 
cricket and football. "We 
are focused on giving vol-
leyball and other sports the 
recognition they deserve," 
he said.

SHO Tarzoo Moham-
mad Shafi, the chief  guest, 
praised the organisers for 
their initiative. "It is great 

to see sports being pro-
moted where our young 
generation are being given 
the right platform. It is 
our collective responsibil-
ity to save them and work 
together to build a success-
ful society," Shafi said.

Trade leader Mushtaq 
Ahmad, who also attended 
the event, hailed the tour-
nament as a significant 
step for volleyball lovers 
in the region. "Teams from 
across Kashmir should 
participate so that it not 
only gives a boost to sports 

but also provides a plat-
form for youth to showcase 
their talent," he said. He 
also congratulated Ishfaq 
Dar and his team for their 
active role in promoting 
sporting activities.

The tournament is 
being organised by a team 
comprising Ishfaq Ahmad 
(Chief  Organiser), Zahid 
Fayaz (Event Manager), 
and Mohammad Rafi Bhat 
(Coordinator). The event 
has been organised with 
the support of  the J&K 
Sports Council.


