
        CMYK                CMYK        

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

Rajnath Singh
@rajnathsingh

Had a delightful interaction with the NCC’s All India 
Girls High Altitude Long Trek ‘Aparajita - Parang La 
2026’ participants during the flag off event. I wish 
them success in their future endeavours.

J&K Braces For 
Prolonged Wet Spell

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir is likely to wit-
ness a spell of  fairly wide-
spread to widespread 
light to moderate rain and 
thunderstorms over the 
next several days, with 
the Meteorological Centre 
Srinagar forecasting con-
tinued wet weather across 
both divisions.

According to the weath-
er bulletin issued by the 
Meteorological Centre, 
Srinagar, on Tuesday, 
fairly widespread to wide-
spread light to moderate 
rain or thunderstorms 
are expected across J&K 
during the next 24 hours. 
Similar conditions are 
likely to continue over the 
subsequent two days.

The forecast for Kash-
mir indicates fairly wide-
spread rainfall from 
August 18 to 21, followed 
by widespread rainfall on 
August 22 and 23. Rain-
fall activity is expected to 
become isolated on August 
24. In Jammu division, 
widespread rainfall has 
been forecast from August 
18 through August 23, with 
isolated activity likely on 
August 24.

The weather office has 
also warned of  isolated 
thunder and lightning 
accompanied by P-06

      IFFJK 2026

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Tues-
day chaired a high-level 
meeting to review the final 
preparations for the inaugu-
ral International Film Fes-
tival of  Jammu & Kashmir 
(IFFJK) 2026, scheduled to be 
held from September 7 to 10 
across Srinagar and Jammu.

The four-day festival is 
being envisioned as a pre-
mier international platform 
celebrating cinematic excel-
lence, cultural exchange, 
creative collaboration and 
emerging filmmaking talent, 
while providing an opportu-
nity to forge partnerships 
with film fraternity across 
different countries and 
showcasing the rich cultural 
and cinematic heritage of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

Commissioner Secretary 
Information, R Alice Vaz, 
briefed the Chief  Minis-
ter on the festival, which 
includes screenings across 
categories such as Interna-
tional Competition, Cinema 
of  the World, Bharat Pan-

orama, J&K Select, Best 
Debut Film, Documentary/
Hybrid and Short Films. The 
programme will also feature 
masterclasses, panel discus-
sions, in-conversation ses-
sions, round tables and work-
shops involving filmmakers, 
actors, critics, scholars and 
other prominent personali-
ties from the film industry.

The meeting reviewed 
arrangements at the princi-
pal festival venues, includ-
ing Sher-i-Kashmir Inter-
national Convention Centre 
(SKICC), INOX Shivpora 
Srinagar and Waves Cinema 
Jammu, besides the proposed 
floating cinema at Lalit Ghat. 
Preparations for the Gul-
marg excursion for a select 
group of  filmmakers were 
also discussed, including 
visits to the Gondola, Golf  
Course, Gulmarg Club and 
other prominent attractions.

The Chief  Minister 
emphasised the need for 
close inter-departmental 
coordination and timely 
completion of  all arrange-
ments to ensure a seamless 
experience for P-06

     Red Fort Blast Case

Delhi High Court Denies Default Bail 
To ‘In-House Engineer’ Jasir Wani

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Delhi High 
Court on Tuesday rejected the 
default bail plea of  Jasir Bilal 
Wani alias Danish, an accused 
in the November 2025 Red Fort 
area car bomb blast case.

A Division Bench compris-
ing Justice Prathiba M Singh 
and Justice Vikas Mahajan dis-
missed Wani’s appeal challeng-
ing the trial court’s decision. 
The detailed order is awaited.

Wani, a 20-year-old resident 
of  Anantnag district, is accused 
by the National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) of  being part of  
the alleged terror conspiracy 
linked to the November 10, 2025 
blast near Delhi’s Red Fort.

The investigating agency has 
alleged that Wani worked close-
ly with Dr Umer-un-Nabi, who 
allegedly drove the explosive-
laden vehicle used in the attack.

According to the NIA, Wani 
provided technical assistance 

to the alleged terror module, 
including modifying drones 
and attempting to develop rock-
ets. The agency’s chargesheet 
filed in May 2026 has reportedly 
described him as the module’s 
“in-house engineer”.

Investigators have further 

alleged that Wani stayed at Al 
Falah University in Faridabad 
during 2024-25 in connection 
with the alleged conspiracy.

The plea before the High 
Court was for default bail, a stat-
utory right that may arise when 
an investigating agency fails to 

complete its investigation and 
file a chargesheet within the pre-
scribed period.

The High Court, however, 
declined to grant him default bail 
and upheld the trial court’s order.

The Red Fort blast case is 
being investigated by the NIA.

NIA Court Issues Non-Bailable Warrant Against LeT Commander
AGENCIES

JAMMU: A special NIA court 
in Jammu has issued a non-
bailable warrant against opera-
tional commander of  Pakistan-
based Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) for 
his involvement in terror activi-

ties in Jammu and Kashmir, 
officials said on Tuesday.

The non-bailable war-
rant (NBW) was issued 
last month against 
absconding accused 
Mohammad Yaqoob, a 
designated terrorist of  

Pakistani origin who is also 
known by the aliases Abu 

Sumama, Sumama Ilyas 
and Waris Ali, the offi-
cials said, citing an order 
issued by the NIA court.

Yaqoob is the second 
top LeT terrorist against 

whom the NIA court in Jammu 
has issued an NBW since July 8.

Earlier, the special NIA court 
had issued NBW against Hafiz 
Saeed, the Pakistan-based chief  
of  the proscribed terror outfit, 
in connection with the Pahal-
gam terror attack case. P-06

CM Reviews Prep for 
Inaugural Int'l Film Fest

      Rajya Sainik Board Meet

LG Reviews Welfare Measures 
For Veterans, Veer Naris

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha Tuesday 
chaired the 81st Meeting 
of  Jammu Kashmir Rajya 
Sainik Board, at Lok Bhavan.

The meeting was attended 
by Lieutenant General Pratik 
Sharma, General Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief  (GOC-
in-C), Northern Command; 
Shri Atal Dulloo, Chief  Sec-
retary; Maj Gen Paramvir 
Singh Dagar, Chief  of  Staff, 
HQ White Knight Corps; Maj 
Gen KS Dhadwal, Chief  of  
Staff  HQ Chinar Corps; Shri 
Shailendra Kumar, Addition-
al Chief  Secretary, Finance 
Department; Shri Chand-
erkar Bharti, Principal Sec-
retary, Home; Dr Mandeep 
K. Bhandari, Principal Sec-
retary to Lieutenant Gov-
ernor; Ms. Neena Mishra, 
Principal Director, Depart-
ment of  Ex-Servicemen Wel-
fare, GoI; Brig. Pankaj Chib 
(Retd.) Director Sainik Wel-

fare Department, J&K; Brig 
Sandeep Kaushal, Cdr 21 Sub 
Area;  Air Commodore VP 
Singh; Col Pradeep S Karki, 
Director, DRZ (North); Brig. 
Virender Singh Slathia (Retd) 
and other senior officials.

The Board deliberated on 
key issues concerning veter-
ans, Veer Naris, widows and 
dependents, covering welfare 
delivery, grievance redressal, 
healthcare and institutional 
strengthening. These include 
establishment of  a ZSWO at 
Kishtwar and P-06

Jaishankar Arrives In Singapore 
Ahead Of 4Th Ministerial Roundtable

IANS

SINGAPORE: External Affairs 
Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar 
arrived in Singapore on Tuesday 
ahead of  the 4th India-Singapore 
Ministerial Roundtable (ISMR).

“Great to welcome Hon'ble 
EAM S Jaishankar to Singapore 
for the 4th India-Singapore Min-
isterial Roundtable ISMR! - HC 
Wong,” Singapore’s High Com-
missioner to India, Simon Wong, 
stated on X.

According to the Ministry 
of  External Affairs (MEA), the 
fourth round of  ISMR will be 
held in Singapore on August 20.

It noted that, along with EAM 
Jaishankar, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman, Commerce 
Minister Piyush Goyal, and Jitin 
Prasada, Minister of  State in 
the Ministry of  Commerce and 
Industry and in the Ministry 
of  Electronics and Information 
Technology, are going to partici-

pate in the roundtable from the 
Indian side.

During their visit, the minis-
ters will interact with their coun-
terparts and will also call on the 
Singaporean leadership.

According to the MEA, the 
mechanism of  ISMR is an impor-
tant platform to drive coop-
eration, including in new and 
emerging areas. Its inaugural 
meeting was held in New Delhi 

in September 2022, followed by 
the second meeting in Singapore 
(August 2024) and the third in 
New Delhi in August 2025.

“Deliberations on Advanced 
Manufacturing, Connectivity, 
Digitalisation, Healthcare and 
Medicine, Skills Development, 
and Sustainability, from these 
meetings drive the Roadmap for 
India-Singapore Comprehensive 
Strategic P-06

     ‘Just A Trailer’

BJP Warns Of Stronger 
Movement Against NC Govt

AGENCIES

JAMMU: BJP MLA Sham 
Lal Sharma on Tuesday 
warned that Jammu and 
Kashmir could wit-
ness a much stronger 
public movement if  
the National Confer-
ence-led government 
continued to ignore 
people's concerns and 
failed to fulfil the promises 
made in its election mani-
festo.

Referring to the BJP's 
protest in Jammu yesterday, 
Sharma said the demonstra-
tion was only an indication 
of  the growing resentment 
against the government.

“Yesterday’s protest 
was just a trailer. If  the 
NC Government continues 
to ignore the voice of  the 
people and fails to fulfil its 
promises, J&K will witness 
a much stronger movement,” 
Sharma said.

He accused the Omar 

Abdullah-led government of  
having failed on the gover-
nance front and rejected its 
argument that the absence of  

full statehood was respon-
sible for its shortcom-

ings.
“The government 

has collapsed. They 
are making excuses 

in the name of  lack 
of  statehood, which has 

nothing to do with gover-
nance,” he said.

Sharma said the BJP 
would continue to function 
as a responsible opposition 
and hold the government 
accountable for its decisions 
and performance.

He alleged that the gov-
ernment had failed to deliv-
er on several commitments 
contained in the National 
Conference manifesto and 
questioned the status of  
promises relating to free 
electricity, free gas, regula-
risation of  daily wagers and 
an increase in pensions. P-06

Residents Of PoK Need Sympathy, Solidarity 

From International Community: MEA
IANS

NEW DELHI: The Ministry 
of  External Affairs (MEA) on 
Tuesday stated that the resi-
dents of  Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK) continue to 
face several issues, including 
shortage of  daily essentials, 
and urged that they need the 
sympathy and solidarity of  
the international community.

“Many lives have been lost 
there, and a large number of  
people have suffered casual-
ties and injuries... Severe 
restrictions have been 
imposed on essential com-
modities and everyday items. 
The situation is such that the 
local population needs and 
deserves sympathy and soli-
darity from the international 
community,” MEA spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal said 
during a bi-weekly media 

briefing in New Delhi.
Thousands of  people took 

part in protest rallies held 
across PoK over the weekend, 
expressing full support to the 
Joint Awami Action Commit-
tee (JAAC) and making public 
the brutal violence unleashed 
by Pakistani forces since last 
many months.

Several videos were posted 
on social media platforms, 

including by JAAC, showing 
people gathered in large num-
bers on the streets of  Muzaf-
farabad, Rawalakot, Bokhara 
and Mandhol to express their 
anger against the Pakistani 
authorities.

"Once again, the people of  
Rawalakot took to the streets 
in support of  the Action Com-
mittee and raised their voices 
against the forces' brutal vio-

lence," JAAC posted on X.
A large number of women 

and children carrying flags held 
a protest rally in Bokhara and 
chanted slogans like "Inquilab 
ayega" (revolution would take 
place). Similarly, thousands of  
women and children held a pro-
test rally in the Mandhol area of  
PoK's Poonch district.

JAAC alleged that several 
people were injured in firing 
by Pakistani security forces in 
Rawalakot and also urged the 
international human rights 
groups and media to monitor 
the situation in PoK. The video 
shared by JAAC on X shows 
several people gathered in a 
room while a man was under-
going treatment. In the video, 
a man said that many people 
were injured after security 
forces open fired at people in 
PoK. They also vowed to con-
tinue the protest.

US Ambassador 
Sergio Gor To Visit 
Kashmir Today

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: United States 
Ambassador to India, Sergio 
Gor, will arrive in Kashmir 
tomorrow on his maiden 
visit to the Union Territories 
of  Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh after assuming office.

Official sources said that 
Ambassador Gor is scheduled 
to meet Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha and Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah during his 
stay in Srinagar.

Gor, who also serves as the 
U.S. Special Envoy for South 
Asia and Central Asia, is 
expected to travel to Ladakh as 
part of  his visit.

U.S. diplomats have also 
been visiting Kashmir in the 
past, interacting with differ-
ent political and non-political 
groups. 

In 2024, just ahead of  the 
assembly polls, a U.S. diplo-
matic delegation met various 
political leaders during their 
Kashmir visit—(KNO)

NTA Revamps Examination 
Team, Removes 600 Experts 

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: The National 
Testing Agency (NTA) has 
revamped its examination 
team, removing around 600 
experts and onboarding new 
ones as part of  efforts to 
enhance transparency and 
accountability, sources told 
ANI on Tuesday.

The new premises of  the 
NTA will be located at Minto 
Road, the sources said.Ear-
lier in the day, in a post on 
X, the Ministry of  Educa-
tion said Union Education 
Minister Pralhad Joshi had 
directed that all necessary 
security and related infra-
structural facilities be put in 
place for the smooth conduct 
of  examinations.

"Following directions 

from the Minister, DG, 
NTA apprised on the action 
taken by NTA: A revamp of  
the examination team was 
undertaken with 600 experts 
being removed and new 
experts being onboarded," 
the Ministry said.

The Ministry said a four-
tier question paper checking 
system would be introduced 
to strengthen the scrutiny of  
examination papers."A four-
tier question paper checking 
system will be put in place 
to strengthen the scrutiny 
of  examination papers. 20-25 
officials to be inducted in 
next two to three weeks. Fur-
ther induction plan was also 
reviewed," it said.

The Ministry said the 
measures were reviewed as 
part of  a follow-up P-06
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DC Anantnag reviews 
SWM, Sanitation measures

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: Deputy Commissioner (DC) Anantnag, 
Dr. Bilal Mohiuddin Bhat, Tuesday chaired a meeting 
at the DC Office, to review the status of  Solid Waste 
Management and Sanitation in the district.

The meeting was attended by the Assistant Com-
missioner Development, Chief Planning Officer, 
Block Development Officers, Chief Executive Officer, 
Municipal Council Anantnag, Executive Officers of  
Municipal Committees, and other concerned officials.

During the meeting, the ACD briefed the chair about 
the measures being undertaken for effective waste 
management across rural areas. It was informed that 
62 Panchayats have been covered under door-to-door 
waste collection, while nine functional waste segrega-
tion sites have been established in the district.

The meeting was further informed that around 
10,000 individual compost pits have been created to 
promote decentralized waste management. Besides, 
various Panchayats have been outsourced for waste col-
lection and segregation, while one Plastic Waste Man-
agement facility has been established in each block.

The Deputy Commissioner directed the concerned 
officers to identify suitable land for dumping and 
waste segregation sites in each block to strengthen 
the solid waste management system. He also stressed 
the need for proper identification and demarcation 
of  rural and urban boundaries and formulation of  
Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) between 
the concerned agencies for coordinated and scientific 
disposal and management of  waste.

Dr. Bilal further directed the officers to identify 
sanitation gaps and critical areas requiring admin-
istrative intervention, and to formulate appropriate 
measures for addressing these gaps in a time-bound 
manner. He emphasized inter-departmental coordina-
tion, regular monitoring and effective implementa-
tion of  sanitation measures to ensure a cleaner and 
healthier environment across the district.

Concluding the meeting, the DC called for creating 
greater community awareness and mobilisation both 
in rural and urban areas so the scientific and sustain-
able sanitation and waste management measures are 
implemented with better impact at grass roots level 
across the district.

PM Vishwakarma Awareness-
cum-Capacity Building 
Programme held in B'la

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: A one-day PM Vishwakarma 
Awareness-cum-Capacity Building Programme on 
Branding and Marketing was organised Tuesday by 
the Br-MSME Development and Facilitation Office, 
Srinagar, in collaboration with the District Admin-
istration Baramulla at Dak Bungalow, Baramulla.

Additional District Development Commissioner 
(ADDC) Baramulla, Pranjal J. Hazarika, presided 
over the programme and, speaking on the occasion, 
emphasised the importance of  capacity building, 
effective branding and modern marketing tech-
niques for strengthening the businesses of  tradi-
tional artisans and craftsmen.

The ADDC highlighted the growing importance 
of  social media and digital platforms in promot-
ing locally made products and encouraged PM 
Vishwakarma beneficiaries to use social media and 
e-commerce platforms to showcase their products, 
connect with customers, build their brand identity 
and access wider markets. Experts and resource 
persons from the Ministry of  MSME and other 
concerned institutions also spoke on the occasion, 
providing practical guidance on branding, product 
presentation, packaging and marketing strategies, 
including the effective use of  social media platforms 
for product promotion and customer outreach.

The capacity-building sessions also covered Udyam 
registration, QR code generation, e-commerce onboard-
ing, credit facilitation and other MSME support initia-
tives. The programme aimed to enhance the knowledge, 
skills and business capabilities of  PM Vishwakarma 
beneficiaries, enabling them to adopt modern branding 
and marketing practices and improve the visibility and 
market reach of  their products.

UFM Committee 
meeting on August 
20: JKBOSE

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Unfair 
Means Committee (UFM) 
of  the Jammu and Kash-
mir Board of  School 
Education (JKBOSE) is 
scheduled to hold a meet-
ing on August 20, 2026, to 
examine cases of  alleged 
use of  unfair means by 
certain candidates of  
Classes 10, 11 & 12 Session 
Annual Private/Bi-Annu-
al 2026 of  Summer Zone 
and Winter Zone areas 
of  Jammu Division and 
Class 10 JKSOS, Annual/
Bi-annual 2024-25.

The meeting would be 
chaired by the Joint Sec-
retary, Secrecy/UFM, 
Jammu Division and will 
commence at 10:30 AM 
onwards at the JKBOSE 
Office, Rehari Colony, 
Jammu.

The Committee would 
review and dispose of  
the cases in accordance 
with the relevant regu-
lations. The concerned 
candidates are required 
to appear before the Com-
mittee to present their 
cases along with support-
ing evidence.

The details regarding 
roll numbers of  the can-
didates and the schedule 
of  the meeting, as notified 
by the Joint Secretary, 
Secrecy, Jammu Division 
are available on the offi-
cial website of  JKBOSE: 
jkbose.jk.gov.in.

DC Sgr inaugurates ICT Labs in five Govt 

Schools under CSR initiative
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Srinagar, 
Akshay Labroo, on Tues-
day inaugurated state-of-
the-art ICT Labs estab-
lished in five Government 
Schools across the District 
under a Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) initia-
tive funded by NTT DATA 
and implemented by ELFA 
International, marking a 
significant step towards 
strengthening digital edu-
cation and expanding equi-
table access to technology-
enabled learning opportu-
nities.

The inauguration cer-
emony was held at Gov-
ernment Girls Higher Sec-
ondary School (GGHSS), 
Nawakadal, where Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar, 
Akshay Labroo, graced 
the occasion as the Chief  
Guest and inaugurated the 
ICT Labs established in five 
educational institutions 
including Government 
Girls Higher Secondary 
School, Nawakadal, Gov-
ernment Boys High School, 
Dara, Government Boys 
High School, Panzinara, 
Government Boys High 
School, Bakshipora and 
Government Girls High 

School, Balhama.
The initiative, sup-

ported by NTT DATA and 
ELFA International, under 
its CSR programme was 
aimed to foster stronger 
collaboration among the 
Administration, Corpo-
rate sector and Commu-
nity, thereby contributing 
to the overall welfare and 
development of  the society.

Following the inaugura-
tion, the Deputy Commis-
sioner interacted virtually 
with the faculty members 
and students of  the other 
four beneficiary schools. 
He urged the students to 
make optimum use of  the 
newly established ICT 
facilities and leverage dig-
ital resources to enhance 
their learning, skills and 
exposure to technology.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the DC said that access 
to digital tools can signifi-

cantly enhance student 
motivation, strengthen 
foundational competen-
cies and broaden learning 
opportunities, particularly 
for students studying in 
schools located in remote 
areas of  the district. He 
appreciated NTT DATA 
for supporting the initia-
tive through its CSR pro-
gramme and ELFA Inter-
national for effectively 
implementing the project, 
stating that such interven-
tions demonstrate the posi-
tive impact that responsi-
ble corporate participation 
can have in strengthening 
public education infra-
structure.

The DC remarked that 
the establishment of  ICT 
Labs is not merely about 
introducing technology 
into classrooms, but about 
opening new horizons of  
opportunity for students 

who have long faced limited 
access to digital resources. 
He emphasized that tech-
nology-enabled education 
can help students acquire 
the confidence, skills and 
competencies needed to 
participate meaningfully 
in an increasingly digital 
world.

Underscoring the impor-
tance of  collaboration, the 
DC called for stronger 
public-private-community 
partnerships, stating that 
coordinated efforts by the 
administration, corporate 
sector and community can 
create equitable oppor-
tunities for students and 
contribute substantially to 
sustainable social develop-
ment and the overall wel-
fare of  society.

He also urged ELFA 
International to continue 
undertaking similar CSR-
led initiatives in District 

Srinagar, appreciating 
the organization's efforts 
towards strengthening the 
education ecosystem and 
complementing govern-
ment initiatives through 
meaningful community-
focused interventions.

The CEO & President, 
ELFA International, while 
speaking on the occasion, 
stated that the ICT Lab ini-
tiative, supported by NTT 
DATA under its CSR pro-
gramme, is aimed not only 
at providing infrastruc-
ture but also at creating 
an enabling environment 
where students can develop 
curiosity, confidence, digi-
tal awareness and practical 
capabilities.

Adding that ELFA Inter-
national remains commit-
ted to working with cor-
porate partners such as 
NTT DATA and the admin-
istration to implement 
initiatives that generate 
long-term social impact. 
He also assured that the 
organization would con-
tinue to undertake and 
support similar initiatives 
in the future to further 
strengthen digital educa-
tion and expand technolo-
gy-enabled learning oppor-
tunities for students across 
District Srinagar.

DC Anantnag reviews 

Progress of PMAY
Emphasises adherence to timelines, facilitation of prospective beneficiaries

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Anant-
nag, Dr. Bilal Mohiuddin 
Bhat, Tuesday chaired a 
meeting at the DC Office, 
to review the progress of  
the Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana(PMAY), Rural and 
Urban, in the district. The 
meeting was attended 
by the Assistant Com-
missioner Development, 
Chief  Planning Officer, 
Block Development Offi-
cers, Chief  Executive Offi-
cer, Municipal Council 
Anantnag, Executive 
Officers of  Municipal 
Committees, and other 
concerned officials.

Briefing the chair about 
progress of  both compo-
nents of  the scheme, the 
ACD informed that the dis-
trict has achieved around 

95 percent progress under 
PMAY-G as well as PMAY-U 
so far, while the remaining 
5 percent gap is expected to 
be covered soon.

Regarding PMAY-G, the 
meeting was informed that 
around 32,000 applications 
have been received in the 
district. Of  these, 17,884 
applicants were found eli-
gible as per the prescribed 
PMAY-G guidelines, while 
around 14,000 applications 
were rejected on account 
of  ineligibility under the 
scheme guidelines.

The Deputy Commission-
er directed the concerned 
officers to ensure that the 
remaining targets are com-
pleted within the stipulated 
timeframe. He also stressed 
upon the Block Develop-
ment Officers (BDOs) to 
establish grievance cells at 
all blocks to facilitate appli-

cants, respond to their que-
ries and promptly address 
issues related to PMAY 
cases.

Dr. Bilal said that issues 
concerning prospective 
landless beneficiaries and 
applicants residing in 
areas falling under forest 
land should be examined 
and taken up with the 
concerned authorities for 
early resolution.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner further directed the 
officers to ensure regular 
updation of  beneficiary 
registration and verifica-
tion, besides closely moni-
toring the physical and 
financial progress of  sanc-
tioned housing units. He 
also emphasized the timely 
release of  installments to 
eligible beneficiaries so 
that construction work is 
not delayed.

DC Kulgam inaugurates Aadhaar 

Seva Kendra in Kulgam
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam Tuesday 
inaugurated a dedicated 
Aadhaar Seva Kendra 
(ASK) at the Kulgam, near 
Grid Station.

Seva Kendra has been 
established by UIDAI to 
provide hassle-free, reli-
able, and transparent 
Aadhaar-related services 
to residents of  Kulgam.

The Kendra will function 
as a one-stop facility for all 
Aadhaar services includ-
ing new aadhaar enrol-
ment, mandatory biomet-
ric updates, demographic 
updates like name, address, 
date of  birth, gender, mobile 
number, and email ID cor-
rections, biometric updates 
like fingerprints, iris, and 
photograph updates, Aad-
haar print / re-print, Aad-
haar download and e-Aad-
haar, lock / unlock biomet-

rics and Aadhaar authenti-
cation Services and on-spot 
grievance redressal.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC said the 
inauguration of  the ASK 
is aimed at easing access 
to Aadhaar services and 
reducing the burden on 
Common Service Centres 
and banks in the district 
while also ensuring ser-
vice delivery at approved 
affordable rates.

The new Kendra shall 
be  handy in improving 

accessibility, ensure faster 
service delivery, enhanced 
transparency, support to 
welfare delivery and pro-
moting digital empower-
ment, the DC added.

The inauguration cer-
emony was attended by 
Shoaib Mohammad Khan, 
Project Manager, UIDAI; 
Peer Mubashir Shah, 
Cluster Manager, J&K; and 
Danishwar Hamid, Opera-
tions Manager, Kulgam, 
besides other officials and 
concerned persons.

DC Anantnag reviews arrangements 
for Chhari Mubarak of SANJY-2026

BIS JKBO conducts DLO 

Sensitization Programme at Shopian

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: The Bureau 
of  Indian Standards (BIS), 
Jammu & Kashmir Branch 
Office (JKBO), in coordina-
tion with the Legal Metrol-
ogy Department, Shopian, 
conducted a District Level 
Officers (DLO) Sensitiza-
tion Programme at the 
Mini Secretariat, Shopian.

The programme was 
presided over by Addition-
al District Development 
Commissioner (ADDC), Dr. 
Nasir Ahmad Lone.

The programme aimed 
to sensitise government 
departments and other 
stakeholders about the 
role of  BIS in ensuring the 
quality, safety and reliabil-
ity of  products used by con-
sumers and government 
organisations, while pro-
moting greater awareness 
and adoption of  Indian 
Standards.

During the programme, 
Manish Kumar, Scientist-
D/Joint Director, BIS, and 
Saaqib Rahi, Scientist-C/
Deputy Director, BIS, 

provided comprehensive 
insights into the activi-
ties and initiatives of  BIS. 
The sessions covered an 
overview of  BIS, Confor-
mity Assessment, Manda-
tory and Voluntary Certi-
fication, Quality Control 
Orders (QCOs), Hallmark-
ing, the BIS CARE App, and 
other important aspects of  
standardisation and qual-
ity assurance.

A key focus of  the pro-
gramme was on the procure-
ment of  products conform-
ing to the relevant Indian 
Standards by government 
departments and public 
institutions. The impor-
tance of  specifying appli-
cable Indian Standards and 
ensuring conformity with 
prescribed quality require-

ments during procurement 
was discussed in detail.

The participants were 
also sensitised about BIS 
Hallmarking and its role 
in assuring the purity 
and authenticity of  pre-
cious metal articles. The 
discussion highlighted the 
importance of  purchasing 
hallmarked jewellery and 
the role of  consumers and 
government stakeholders 
in promoting quality-con-
scious practices.

The ADDC appreci-
ated the initiative of  BIS 
and the Legal Metrology 
Department in creating 
awareness among govern-
ment officials and stake-
holders regarding quality 
standards and consumer 
protection.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Anantnag, (Yatra 
Officer Pahalgam Axis), Dr. Bilal 
Mohiuddin Bhat, Tuesday chaired 
a comprehensive meeting at DC 
Office, to review the arrange-
ments for Chhari Mubarak of Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra (SANJY)-2026.

The meeting was attended 
by SSP Anantnag, Amod Ashok 
Nagpure, Commandant 8th JKAP, 
Chief Executive Officer PDA, Camp 
Directors of Nunwan Base Camp, 
Chandanwari, Sheshnag and Pan-
jtarni Stations, SDM Pahalgam, 
besides representatives of the 
Shri Amarnath Ji Shrine Board 
(SASB) and other concerned 
officers.

During the meeting, the 
arrangements for the smooth and 
safe passage of Chhari Mubarak 

which is expected to leave Sri-
nagar on 22nd August and reach 
the Holy Cave on August 28, after 
halting at various locations en 
route, were reviewed in detail.

It was informed that the 
Chhari Mubarak will participate 
in religious ceremonies at vari-
ous temples, including the Shiv 
Temple at Bijbehara, Martand-
Tirth Mattan and Gourishankar 
Temple, Pahalgam.

The Deputy Commissioner 
directed all concerned concerned 

officers to ensure that all neces-
sary arrangements and essential 
facilities including firewood, food, 
pooja samagri, drinking water, 
accommodation and sanitation 
remain available throughout the 
journey of Chhari Mubarak. He 
emphasized the need for close 
coordination among all con-
cerned departments and directed 
the officers to remain vigilant and 
ensure that all arrangements are 
put in place well in advance up to 
the Holy Cave.

SBDU review meeting held to accelerate Mission YUVA implementation
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: A review meet-
ing of  the Small Business 
Development Unit (SBDU) 
under Mission YUVA was 
held Tuesday at the Meet-
ing Hall, Kulgam, under 
the chairmanship of  the 
Additional District Devel-
opment Commissioner 
(ADDC), Kulgam Altaf  
Ahmad Khan.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the SBDU team con-
sisting of  Assistant Direc-
tor Employment, District 
Nodal officeJKEDI, Lead 
District Manager JKB, 

,IPO DIC, Credit Incharge, 
Cluster bank JKB, Career 
Counselling Officer and 
Employment officer from 
Employment department.

The newly posted Assis-
tant Director Employ-
ment, Kulgam,  Rahil 

Amin, briefed the Chair on 
the targets, progress and 
achievements registered 
under Mission YUVA in the 
district through a detailed 
presentation. Individual 
targets and performance 
of  members of  the SBDU-

BHD teams were also dis-
cussed and reviewed.

A comprehensive pre-
sentation on the district’s 
performance against key 
Mission YUVA Key Perfor-
mance Indicators (KPIs) 
was followed by a detailed 

review of  block-wise appli-
cations, BHD/SBDU veri-
fication, DLIC approvals, 
bank sanctions and dis-
bursements, first-tranche 
releases, CGTMSE cover-
age, interest subvention, 
rejected cases, capacity 
building, mentorship, com-
pletion reports and market 
access through ONDC.

The progress under the 
Lakhpati Didi initiative 
and Udyam Jagriti 5.0, par-
ticularly the initiatives for 
students relating to Hack-
athon and Neo-Innovative 
Applications, was also 
reviewed. The meeting laid 

emphasis on grassroots 
mobilisation, panchayat-
wise performance and 
strengthening the four key 
pillars of  Mission YUVA—
Culture, Capital, Capacity 
and Connectivity (4Cs).

The Chair emphasised 
the need for intensified 
awareness and outreach 
activities, timely verifi-
cation of  applications, 
stronger coordination and 
linkages with banks, expe-
ditious disposal of  pend-
ing cases and continuous 
handholding of  aspiring 
entrepreneurs at every 
stage of  the process.
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EOW Chargesheets Man Accused 
Of Trying to Influence Crime 
Branch Probe

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Economic Offences Wing (EOW) Kashmir of the 
Crime Branch J&K has filed a chargesheet against a Budgam resi-
dent for allegedly attempting to influence an ongoing Crime Branch 
investigation by transferring money into the bank account of an 
investigating officer.

The chargesheet was filed before the Special Judge, Anti-Corrup-
tion, Srinagar, in FIR No. 28/2026 against Ghulam Ahmad Ganie, son 
of Ghulam Mohammad Ganie, a resident of Mirgund, Budgam. He has 
been booked under Section 8 of the Prevention of Corruption Act and 
Sections 228 and 229 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

According to the EOW, the case was registered following a written 
complaint alleging that Ganie, who is himself an accused in FIR No. 
11/2021 of Crime Branch Kashmir, now EOW Kashmir, transferred Rs 
10,000 into the bank account of an investigation officer.

The transfer was allegedly made with the intention of bribing the 
officer and influencing the investigation in the earlier case.

Following the complaint, a probe was ordered during which 
the allegations were examined and relevant evidence collected. 
The investigation, the EOW said, established the accused’s alleged 
involvement in the act, following which the chargesheet was pre-
sented before the court for judicial determination.

The EOW also urged the public not to offer or pay bribes to public 
servants for securing any favour or service and to report demands for 
bribes or other corrupt practices to the competent authorities.

Sakeena Itoo visits residence of 
RS MP Sajad Kitchloo
Conveys condolences on sister-in-law’s demise

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KISHTWAR: Minister for Health & Medical Education, Social Wel-
fare and Education, Sakeena Itoo Tuesday visited the residence 
of  Member of Parliament Rajya Sabha Sajad Ahmad Kitchloo to 
express her heartfelt condolences on the demise of his sister-in-law.

The Minister met the bereaved family members and conveyed her 
sympathies to them in this hour of grief. She prayed for eternal peace 
to the departed soul and strength and fortitude to the family to bear 
the irreparable loss.

Sakeena Itoo expressed deep sorrow over the passing away of the 
deceased and extended her solidarity with the bereaved family and 
prayed that Almighty grants them courage to overcome this difficult 
period. MLA Inderwal, Pyare Lal Sharma also accompanied the Min-
ister during the visit.

Javed Rana meets delegations at Civil 
Secretariat; discusses Dev issues

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology & Environment and 
Tribal Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana, Tuesday met multiple delegations 
at the Civil Secretariat here and took stock of various developmental 
issues and public concerns raised by them.

The delegations apprised the Minister of issues pertaining to 
water supply, irrigation infrastructure and other developmental 
requirements in their respective areas.

Responding to the issues of the delegations, the Minister assured 
them that all their genuine issues would be examined on priority and 
necessary steps would be taken for their time-bound resolution.

A delegation led by Taranjit Singh Toni from Suchetgarh raised the 
issue of a defunct borewell in their area, stating that its non-func-
tioning had adversely affected the operation of lift irrigation schemes 
and consequently caused difficulties to the farming community.

The delegation also sought desilting and restoration of irrigation 
channels to improve the functioning of the irrigation network and 
ensure adequate availability of water for agricultural activities.

The Minister directed the concerned officers to assess the issues 
on the ground and take appropriate measures for restoration of the 
defunct borewells and improvement of the affected lift irrigation 
schemes. He also stressed the need for timely desilting and mainte-
nance of irrigation channels, particularly in view of the requirements 
of farmers during the ongoing agricultural season.

Javed Rana reiterated that ensuring reliable water supply and 
strengthening irrigation infrastructure remain among the priority 
areas of the Government. He said that the concerns raised by people 
through their representatives and delegations would be given due 
consideration, with emphasis on prompt resolution of genuine issues.

CM Omar meets MLAs to 
discuss developmental, 
public welfare issues

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Several 
Members of  the Legis-
lative Assembly (MLAs) 
Tuesday called on Chief  
Minister Omar Abdullah 
at the Civil Secretariat 
here and discussed key 
developmental matters 
and public welfare issues 
concerning their respec-

tive constituencies.
MLA Baramulla Javid 

Baigh, MLA Rajpora 
Ghulam Mohi Uddin Mir, 
MLA Poonch-Haveli Ajaz 
Ahmad Jan and MLA 
Bandipora Nizamuddin 
Bhat met the Chief  Min-
ister and apprised him 
of  various issues and 
developmental priorities 
of  their respective con-

stituencies.
The Chief  Minister 

gave a patient hearing 
to the visiting legislators 
and assured them that all 
genuine issues raised by 
them concerning their 
constituencies would 
be addressed on prior-
ity, in accordance with 
the applicable rules and 
available resources.

Rather reviews Pakherpora Urs 

arrangements, calls for advance preparedness
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Speaker, 
Jammu and Kashmir Leg-
islative Assembly, Abdul 
Rahim Rather, Tuesday 
chaired a meeting to review 
arrangements for the 
forthcoming Urs of  Hazrat 
Sultan Ali Aali Balkhi (RA) 
at Pakherpora, with a focus 
on ensuring adequate civic 
amenities, uninterrupted 
essential services, effec-
tive crowd management 
and hassle-free facilities 
for devotees.

The Speaker took a 
detailed review of  the 
arrangements being put 
in place by various depart-
ments. He issued a series 
of  directions for ensuring 
coordinated and timely 
execution of  all necessary 
measures during the Urs 
period. He stressed the 
need for advance prepared-
ness and close inter-depart-
mental coordination, par-
ticularly in view of  the 
large number of  devotees 
expected to visit the shrine 
during the Urs.

The Speaker directed 
the concerned authorities 
to ensure sufficient avail-
ability of  potable water in 
and around the shrine and 
adjoining areas. He called 
for installation of  tempo-
rary drinking water points, 
if  required and directed 
that round-the-clock water 

availability be ensured in 
washrooms for the devo-
tees. He also directed that 
water tankers be kept read-
ily available for deploy-
ment in case of  any emer-
gency or shortage.

Reviewing electric-
ity and lighting arrange-
ments, Rather directed 
the concerned authorities 
to ensure uninterrupted 
power supply throughout 
the Urs celebrations. He 
also called for adequate 
lighting arrangements 
around the shrine and its 
surroundings.

On health and medical 
preparedness, the Speaker 
directed the Health Depart-
ment to deploy medical 
teams and first-aid stations 
within the shrine premises 
to attend to any medical 
emergency. He called for 
ensuring the availability 
of  ambulances and other 
emergency medical servic-
es on the spot besides main-

taining adequate stocks of  
essential medicines and 
medical supplies.

With regard to Food 
and Civil Supplies, Rather 
directed the concerned 
department to ensure 
timely distribution of  
ration among the resi-
dents of  Pakherpora. He 
also called for examining 
the requirement of  an addi-
tional ration quota in view 
of  the anticipated increase 
in local requirements 
during the Urs period.

The Speaker gave spe-
cific directions regarding 
sanitation and cleanli-
ness, calling for adequate 
deployment of  toilets, 
waste bins and sanita-
tion staff  at appropriate 
locations. He stressed for 
regular cleaning, proper 
segregation and timely 
disposal of  waste to main-
tain hygienic conditions in 
and around the shrine and 
congregation areas.

Reviewing market 
arrangements, Rather 
directed the concerned 
authorities to conduct reg-
ular inspections of  shops 
and temporary stalls oper-
ating during the Urs. He 
emphasized strict check-
ing of  food hygiene, prices, 
weights and measures to 
ensure that devotees are 
provided quality food items 
and are protected against 
overcharging and other 
malpractices.

Regarding the transport 
and traffic management, 
the Speaker directed the 
concerned agencies to 
ensure adequate availabil-
ity of  public transport and 
identify designated park-
ing and drop-off/pick-up 
points for the convenience 
of  devotees. He also called 
for effective traffic regula-
tion, including diversions 
wherever necessary, while 
ensuring unhindered 
access for ambulances and 

other emergency vehicles.
The Speaker also 

emphasized that inter-
departmental coordination 
would be crucial for suc-
cessful conduct of  the Urs 
and directed all concerned 
departments to clearly 
define department-wise 
responsibilities.

Rather stressed that all 
concerned departments 
must work in close coor-
dination and maintain 
round-the-clock readiness 
throughout the Urs period 
to ensure that devotees, 
local residents and visi-
tors are provided with safe, 
clean, convenient and has-
sle-free facilities.

Senior officers of  the 
concerned departments 
were present in the 
meeting.

Earlier, Speaker kick-
started the upgradation 
and blacktopping works 
of  the inner link roads at 
Takiya Hayatpora, being 
executed at an estimated 
cost of  ₹40 lakh.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Speaker said 
that better road connec-
tivity is a key priority of  
the government, as well-
maintained roads play a 
vital role in improving the 
quality of  life of  people 
and facilitating access to 
education, healthcare, 
markets and other essen-
tial services.

Javid Dar seeks greater ICAR focus 
on J&K-specific agricultural research

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: Minister 
for Agriculture Produc-
tion, Rural Development & 
Panchayati Raj, Coopera-
tive and Election Depart-
ment, Javid Ahmad Dar, 
Tuesday participated in the 
97th Annual General Meet-
ing of  the Indian Council 
of  Agricultural Research 
(ICAR) in New Delhi.

Speaking at the meeting, 
Javid Dar called for greater 
focus on J&K-specific agri-
cultural research and inno-
vation, keeping in view the 
Union Territory’s unique 
agro-climatic conditions, 
fragile ecosystems and 
potential in agriculture, 
horticulture and allied 
sectors.

He proposed establish-
ment of  a State Council for 
Agricultural Research in 
J&K to coordinate research 
priorities and strengthen 
convergence among ICAR 

institutions, agricultural 
universities, government 
departments, scientists, 
industry and farmers.

Highlighting J&K’s 
research capabilities, 
the Minister noted that 
SKUAST-Jammu and 
SKUAST-Kashmir have 
secured 143 patents over the 
past four years. He stressed 
the need to translate such 
scientific potential into field-
level solutions.

Javid Dar identified cli-
mate-resilient horticulture 
as a key research priority, 
with emphasis on disease-
free and true-to-type 
planting material, corm 
multiplication, climate-
resilient saffron, precision 
irrigation, mechanisation, 
quality testing, value addi-
tion, branding and export-
oriented production.

He also called for a 
dynamic, scientific and 
region-specific plant quar-
antine system, based on 

species- and host-specific 
Pest Risk Analysis, biologi-
cal Post-Entry Quarantine, 
molecular indexing and 
process-based phytosani-
tary certification.

The Minister further 
sought stronger research 
and innovation in animal 
husbandry, dairy, fisher-
ies, post-harvest manage-
ment, processing and value 
addition. He stressed that 
agricultural research 
should ultimately deliver 
higher productivity, lower 
input costs, climate resil-
ience, better market access 
and increased farmers’ 
incomes.

He called for stronger 
collaboration between 
ICAR, J&K’s agricultural 
universities, government 
departments, scientists, 
industry and farmers 
to ensure that research 
remains closely aligned 
with the specific needs of  
the Union Territory.

Secy RDD calls for mission-mode push 
on VB-G RAM G implementation

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Secre-
tary, Rural Development 
Department (RDD) and 
Panchayati Raj, Moham-
mad Aijaz Asad, Tuesday 
chaired a review meeting 
to assess the progress on 
the Viksit Bharat–Guaran-
tee for Rozgar and Ajeevika 
Mission (Gramin) [VB-G 
RAM G], calling for a 
renewed and focused push 
to strengthen the Person 
Days (PD) generation, 
activate worksites, ensure 
timely wage payments and 
tighten field-level supervi-
sion across the Union Ter-
ritory.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Director, Rural 
Development, Kashmir, 
Riyaz Ahmad Wani; Direc-
tor, Rural Development, 
Jammu, Shahnaz Akhtar; 
Director, Social Audit, 
Rajneesh Gupta; Addi-
tional Secretary, Waseem 
Raja; Superintending Engi-
neers (REW), Jammu and 
Kashmir; Assistant Com-
missioners Development 
(ACDs) and Executive 
Engineers (REW).

Asad directed the Exec-
utive Engineers to process 
wage-component bills 
without delay, stressing 
that once the wage com-
ponent is released, bills 
should be prepared simul-
taneously so that payments 
are not held up. He also 
asked to ensure that mate-
rial payments be processed 
alongside wage payments.

The Secretary directed 
for immediate and focused 
intervention to ensure 
timely initiation of  works 
at all worksites. He empha-
sised that all eligible Pan-
chayats must be enabled to 
undertake works at the ear-
liest, with a clear focus on 
strengthening employment 

generation and ensuring 
effective implementation 
of  VB-G RAM G at the 
grassroots level.

Holding Assistant Com-
missioners Development 
(ACDs) responsible for 
effective leadership at the 
block level, Aijaz Asad 
observed that the districts 
with proactive ACDs were 
delivering better results 
while few others were visi-
bly lagging. He directed the 
ACDs to take ownership of  
field-level implementation 
and cautioned that contin-
ued underperformance on 
certain parameters could 
invite accountability mea-
sures. Supervisory gaps, he 
stressed, must be promptly 
identified and corrected 
rather than allowed to 
persist.

The Secretary also 
reviewed the e-KYC status 
of  semi-skilled and skilled 
workers, whose payments 
will now be routed through 
the wage component. He 
directed the Executive 
Engineers to complete the 
process within the stipu-
lated timeline.

He informed the meet-
ing that MoRD is expected 
to issue a detailed Stan-
dard Operating Procedure 
(SOP) within the next few 
days regarding the pro-
posed shift under which 
semi-skilled and skilled 
workers, currently often 
booked under the material 
component, will be reclas-
sified under the wage com-
ponent. He directed the 
field officials to ensure that 
the transition is properly 
captured and implemented 
at the ground level.

Acknowledging that 
certain villages in hilly, 
remote and snow-bound 
areas may naturally 
record comparatively 
lower figures during win-

ters months, Aijaz Asad 
directed the officers to 
accord special attention to 
such parts so that the ben-
efits of  the scheme reach 
all sections of  the rural 
population.

Reviewing wage-pay-
ment performance, the 
Secretary directed the dis-
trict authorities to expedite 
generation of  Fund Trans-
fer Orders (FTOs) against 
wage claims under VB-G 
RAM G, stressing that 
timely FTO processing 
is essential for ensuring 
prompt payment of  wages 
to workers.

Aijaz Asad emphasised 
the importance of  Panch 
Sammelans as a platform 
for strengthening the 
grassroots participation, 
direct engagement and 
coordination among the 
elected representatives 
and field functionaries. 
He directed the concerned 
officers to ensure that the 
proceedings and outcomes 
of  all Panch Sammelans 
are properly documented, 
with completion reports 
submitted promptly. The 
deliberations, he stressed, 
must translate into con-
crete follow-up action at 
the Panchayat level.

Reviewing Area Offi-
cer Monitoring Reports, 
the Secretary directed the 
ACDs to undertake regular 
field visits and improve the 
quality of  monitoring. He 
described field monitor-
ing as a routine yet critical 
responsibility that must 
be discharged with seri-
ousness and purpose. He 
also directed the officials 
to expedite geo-tagging and 
complete e-KYC within the 
prescribed timeframe.

Regarding administra-
tive discipline, Asad reit-
erated that no employee 
would be permitted to 
leave the place of  duty 
without prior permission. 
He directed both the Direc-
tors to undertake random 
attendance checks, noting 
instances of  employees 
remaining away from 
assigned duties without 
authorisation. He stressed 
the need for strict enforce-
ment of  workplace disci-
pline and accountability.

Sakeena Itoo tours Chatroo; lays foundation 
stone for remodelling of GHSS

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KISHTWAR: Minister for 
Health & Medical Education, 
School Education, Higher 
Education and Social Wel-
fare, Sakeena Itoo, Tuesday 
conducted an extensive tour 
of  Sub-Division Chatroo in 
Kishtwar district, during 
which she inaugurated key 
development projects and 
reviewed the major infra-
structure initiatives aimed 
at strengthening education 
and healthcare facilities in 
the area.

During the tour, Sakeena 
Itoo laid the foundation 
stone for remodelling of  Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary 
School (GHSS) Chatroo, being 
executed at an estimated cost 
of  ₹13.27 crore. The project 
is expected to give a signifi-
cant boost to educational 
infrastructure and provide 
improved facilities to the stu-
dents of  the area. The Minis-
ter also inaugurated NTPHC 
Inderwal and inspected the 
ongoing work on Govern-
ment Degree College (GDC) 
Chatroo, for which she had 
sanctioned ₹10.62 crore.

Sakeena Itoo was accom-
panied by MLA Inderwal, 
Pyare Lal Sharma and ADDC 
Kishtwar, Vinod Kumar 
Behal, along with other offi-
cers and officials.

During interaction with 
the public at TRC Chatroo, 
several issues concerning 
the upgradation of  schools 
and strengthening of  health 
infrastructure were brought 
to the notice of  the Minister. 
She gave a patient hearing to 
the concerns and assured the 
people of  every possible sup-
port for their early resolution.

The Minister also asked the 
MLA Inderwal to submit a con-
solidated list of  the demands 
and issues raised by the public 
so that the same could be taken 
up for immediate redressal on 
a priority basis.

In a significant announce-
ment, Sakeena Itoo stated 
that NTPHC Mughal Maidan 
would be upgraded to a PHC, 
while PHC Chatroo would be 
upgraded to a Sub-District 
Hospital. These measures are 
aimed at further strengthen-
ing the healthcare deliv-
ery system and ensuring 
improved medical facilities 
for the people closer to their 
homes.

At TRC Chatroo, Sakeena 
Itoo distributed motorized 
tricycles, wheelchairs, baby 
kits and baby blankets among 
beneficiaries. Under the “Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao” initia-
tive, she also distributed 
sports kits and school bags to 
various Government Schools 
and handed over hearing aids 
to beneficiaries.

Omar Govt Focused on Reviving 

Artisans, Trade, Tourism: Sagar
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir National Confer-
ence (JKNC) General Sec-
retary Haji Ali Mohammad 
Sagar on Tuesday said the 
Omar Abdullah-led gov-
ernment was committed 
to improving the economic 
conditions and livelihoods of  
artisans, craftsmen, traders 
and people associated with 
the tourism sector.

Sagar made the remarks 
while interacting with sev-
eral public delegations, trad-
ers’ associations and repre-
sentatives of  tourism bodies 
at the party headquarters, 
Nawa-e-Subha, here. Hazrat-
bal MLA Salman Ali Sagar 
was also present.

The delegations apprised 
Sagar of  various issues 

concerning their respective 
areas and sectors. He assured 
them that every effort would 
be made to address their 
grievances and ensure the 
provision of  basic amenities.

Sagar also contacted con-
cerned authorities during the 
meetings and directed them 
to take immediate measures 
for resolving several issues 
raised by the delegations.

He said artisans, crafts-
men, traders and tourism 
stakeholders had faced con-
siderable difficulties over the 
past several years, particu-
larly after 2019. He added that 
various decisions and poli-
cies had adversely affected 
traditional occupations 
and businesses, with many 
people dependent on handi-
crafts and traditional skills 
being forced to abandon their 

ancestral professions.
Sagar said the National 

Conference would continue 
working towards the revival 
of  traditional sectors, gener-
ation of  employment oppor-
tunities and promotion of  
economic activity in Jammu 
and Kashmir. Meanwhile, 
representatives of  the Khon-
akhun New Mamta Hoteliers 
Association also met Sagar 
and apprised him of  issues 
related to the area.

Sagar said tourism and 
infrastructure development 
in Khonakhun and adjoining 
areas would receive a boost, 
adding that Rs 1.52 crore was 
being spent on various devel-
opmental works, including 
construction and improve-
ment of  footpaths, bridges, 
protection walls and other 
essential infrastructure.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

     Capex Delay

A Construction Season 
Slowly Slipping Away

I
n Jammu and Kashmir, the construction season is not 
merely a period on the calendar, it is a race against 
nature. Every year, contractors, engineers and govern-
ment departments get only a limited window to build 
roads, bridges, drains and public infrastructure before 

harsh weather begins to close that window. It is against this 
backdrop that the delay in the release of the Union Territory 
Capex Budget deserves serious attention.
For an ordinary resident, the issue may sound like another 
administrative delay. But on the ground, its consequences 
can be very real. A road awaiting macadamisation means 
more potholes for commuters. A drainage project pushed 
back means another season of waterlogging. A bridge delayed 
means communities continuing to depend on difficult and 
sometimes unsafe connectivity.
The concern is particularly acute because many major civil 
works cannot simply be carried out at any time of the year. 
Asphalt laying requires appropriate temperatures, while 
cement and concrete structures need favourable conditions 
for proper curing. Snowfall, freezing temperatures and pro-
longed winter conditions can bring several categories of con-
struction to a halt in large parts of the Union Territory.
When funds arrive late, departments are left with a shrinking 
construction window. Projects that could have been planned 
and executed methodically may then have to be compressed 
into the final months of the season.
That is where another concern emerges: development should 
not become a race against the clock.
When contractors and executing agencies are forced to com-
plete a large volume of work in a short period, the pressure 
can affect supervision, workmanship and curing time. The 
objective should not merely be to show that money has been 
spent or that a project has been completed on paper. Public 
works are ultimately judged by how long they last and how 
effectively they serve people. For contractors too, uncer-
tainty over funding creates difficulties. Machinery, labour and 
material have to be planned in advance. A delayed start can 
mean higher costs and logistical complications, while workers 
who depend on construction activity may also lose valuable 
employment opportunities.
The public ultimately bears the cost of every delay.
Jammu and Kashmir has ambitious infrastructure requirements. 
From rural roads and drainage systems to bridges, government 
buildings and other public assets, development works are essen-
tial not only for economic growth but also for improving everyday 
life. The Capex Budget, therefore, should not be viewed simply as 
a financial document. It is the mechanism that converts develop-
ment promises into physical assets visible on the ground.
The administration must ensure that procedural and financial delays 
do not consume the very construction season during which these 
projects are supposed to be delivered. There is still time to act. An 
early release of funds, swift administrative clearances and timely 
mobilisation by departments can help salvage the remaining con-
struction window. Jammu and Kashmir cannot afford to lose months 
waiting for funds and then expect contractors to achieve in weeks 
what should have been planned over an entire season.
Development requires money, but it also requires time. In a region 
where nature itself imposes a deadline, every month lost to admin-
istrative delay is a month that cannot easily be recovered. The 
government must therefore treat the release of the Capex Budget as 
an urgent development priority, not merely to increase expenditure, 
but to ensure that roads are built properly, bridges are completed 
safely, public infrastructure lasts longer and the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir receive the projects they have been promised.

       Bridging The Gap

How CSR, NGOs, And Govt Can 
Unite For J&K’s Development

RAKSHANDA GUL

C
orporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
has become an important part of  
development across the world. This 
is not restricted to philanthropy or 
donations alone anymore. Today, CSR 

is increasingly viewed as a tool for creating social, 
economic, and environmental impact through 
community and collaboration with governmental 
institutions. In the Darakshan Sitaray Podcast, an 
expert shed light on the current condition of  CSR, 
the involvement of  NGOs, and the prospects for 
sustainable development in Jammu & Kashmir.

The discussion started with a description of  
the model of CSR, which has been used for several 
decades. According to Section 135 of the Companies 
Act, 2013, there is a provision that all such companies 
that have met the prescribed criteria will have to invest 
2% of their average net profit of the previous three 
years into CSR activities. While this legal provision 
exists, the discussion highlighted that many eligible 
corporate houses still do not invest the required 
amount. The conversation explored, “if every eligible 
company fulfilled this responsibility sincerely, the 
impact on society would be much greater”.

CSR has gradually expanded beyond financial 
donations. Today, it covers several sectors, including 
education, healthcare, women's empowerment, 
child welfare, livelihood generation, environmental 
conservation, and skill development. The speaker 
mentioned that thousands of  CSR initiatives are 
already in place across various parts of  the country 
and are working with government departments. 
Even small-scale projects that have been regularly 
implemented have positively impacted the local 
ecosystem and community life.

The other topic that was discussed during the 
podcast was about the children. It was discussed that 
children should always be kept at the center of any 
development program. This has been made possible 
through the contribution of the CSR program, as it 
created an environment that is conducive to learning 
and growth of  the children. Sports, recreation 
and emotional well-being are equally important. 
Investing in children today, the expert remarked, is 
an investment in a better society tomorrow.

omen’s development was another major theme 
of  the conversation. The discussion also focused 
on how CSR has helped many women become 
economically independent through self-help 
groups and livelihood programmes. Women are 
developing skills and creating businesses and even 
providing job openings for other women. Such 

efforts enhance income levels while strengthening 
self-confidence and decision-making abilities in 
families. Sustainable development can be achieved 
only if  women are involved in economic and social 
processes on equal terms.

The discussion extended to the broader scope of  
corporate social responsibility. CSR encompasses social 
well-being, economic development and environmental 
protection. Contemporary CSR has much in common 
with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 
United Nations, which promote balanced development 
and preservation of natural resources. While CSR 
was traditionally perceived as philanthropy, the 
expert pointed out that the modern world requires a 
strategic approach. More money should be invested in 
addressing climate change, biodiversity preservation, 
environmental protection and resource management. 
The problem of climate change is becoming topical for 
all people, the expert noted.

While appreciating positive developments, the 
expert also raised certain concerns. In some cases, 
CSR funds are not utilised for their intended purpose 
and fail to reach communities that genuinely need 
support. Another point raised was that corporate 
social responsibility must never be an individual 
gain. To ensure transparency, accountability and 
improvement in the lives of  the people, each project 
must contribute towards making things better 
for them. It is not the amount that goes into CSR 
projects, but its impact which matters most.

The discussion soon moved on to the 
involvement of  NGOs in J&K. While appreciating 
the contribution made by various NGOs in areas 
of  education, welfare of  the community, raising 
awareness and environment-related activities 
like rainwater harvesting in the state, the expert 
pointed out a marked difference between the 
NGOs and government institutions. According 
to expert, the lack of  confidence in NGOs among 
government institutions is visible even though 
many organizations have been working selflessly 
for the welfare of  people.

Comparing the situation of  NE states, the expert 
said, “that NGOs enjoy more public confidence 

there. As a result, they have been able to contribute 
significantly to local development”. The expert 
expressed the hope that a similar environment of  
trust can gradually develop in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Strong partnerships between government agencies, 
NGOs and local communities would create better 
outcomes than working in isolation.

Another important point raised during the 
discussion was the need for NGOs to remain closely 
connected with the people they serve. Development 
cannot be planned from offices alone. Organisations 
should spend time with communities, meet 
people at hours convenient for them, understand 
their concerns and create safe and comfortable 
spaces where they can speak openly. The expert 
appreciated that several NGOs are already adopting 
such community-based approaches, although some 
gaps remain. These shortcomings, however, can be 
addressed with patience, continuous learning and 
stronger community participation.

The expert also encouraged NGOs to think 
beyond grants and funding. Their focus should 
remain on creating lasting social impact, with 
financial assistance serving as a tool to achieve that 
goal. Instead, organisations should focus on creating 
lasting social impact. The most important question 
for any CSR or NGO initiative, the expert suggested, 
should always be: What positive change has this 
project brought to the community?

According to the expert, Jammu and Kashmir 
have tremendous economic possibilities which 
can be further enhanced via well-thought-out 
corporate social responsibility (CSR). This could 
be seen via the handicraft industry in Jammu and 
Kashmir. Handicrafts from Kashmir have gained 
acclaim all over the world because of  their high-
quality workmanship. With the combination of  
both traditional methods and modern technologies, 
artisans can be able to access international markets.

The horticulture sector offers another promising 
opportunity. Kashmir already produces world-
famous apples, cherries, walnuts and several other 
fruits. These goods can be accessed by broader 
global markets through better infrastructure 

and value addition. The expert made it clear 
that supportive policy and market linkages were 
equally important. Providing training to youth in 
processing, packaging and marketing can generate 
jobs as well as increase income levels of  the farmers.

The session brought out the points to need for 
sustainable livelihood options rather than short-
term aid. The expert asked how we can keep on 
distributing food kits when solutions are available. 
NGOs and CSR activities must aim at giving skills to 
people which will allow them to earn without being 
dependent on outside sources. It provides them with 
self-respect and financial independence.

Various examples from across the nation were 
discussed to show how such an approach would be 
implemented. For instance, mushroom farming is 
one such activity that families can do from home 
with small investments and great profits. In the 
same manner, the Makhana model in Bihar proved 
how CSR, government, and local community can all 
combine to produce effective results. Local people 
were educated about the product, helped to connect 
with markets and eventually became self-reliant by 
building sustainable livelihoods. This initiative also 
improved nutrition and health benefits.

The expert also referred to Kashmir’s saffron, 
describing it as one of  the Valley’s most valuable 
agricultural products. Besides its economic 
importance, saffron is widely recognised for its 
health benefits. With better awareness, scientific 
cultivation, branding and market access, saffron can 
contribute even more significantly to the region’s 
economy. CSR initiatives can support farmers by 
providing technical knowledge, modern processing 
facilities and stronger market connections.

At the end of the discussion, the expert shared 
a personal hope to see a practical and useful CSR 
model put in place across Jammu and Kashmir. 
The expert believed this model would involve young 
people, support local businesses, and create steady jobs 
instead of only offering short-term help. People also 
need to know more about CSR so that they understand 
its purpose and join in development efforts.

The expert concluded by encouraging young 
people to involve themselves in social work, 
community service and corporate initiatives. More 
corporate organisations should be invited to invest 
in Jammu and Kashmir through CSR programmes, 
treating these initiatives as opportunities to build 
lasting partnerships for development. If government 
institutions, NGOs, corporate houses and local 
communities work together with a shared vision, 
Jammu and Kashmir has the potential to build 
stronger livelihoods, empower its people and create 
a more sustainable future for generations to come.

Author writes on themes related to women's 
empowerment, rural livelihoods, entrepreneurship, 

health, and changing social realities in the Kashmir 
Valley. She can be mailed at rakshandagul629@

gmail.com 

Europe’s Security Retrospection Within NATO

NAVEED QAZI

F
or more than three decades 
after the Cold War, European 
security rested on a simple 
assumption: the United States 
would remain the continent's 

ultimate military guarantor. Although 
disagreements arose over interventions 
in Iraq, trade disputes, or diplomatic 
priorities, few European governments 
seriously questioned Washington's 
commitment to NATO or Article 5's 
promise of  collective defence.

That assumption has become less 
certain. Donald Trump's return to the 
White House has revived concerns first 
raised during his previous presidency. 
His repeated criticism of  European 
allies for inadequate defence spending, 
his willingness to question long-standing 
American security commitments, and 
his transactional approach to alliances 
have intensified a debate already fuelled 
by Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 
Increasingly, European governments 
recognise that the continent must be 
capable of  defending itself  even if  
American political priorities shift.

This does not imply that the 
transatlantic alliance is collapsing. 
Rather, many observers have suggested 
that Europe must shoulder a much larger 
share of its own defence while preserving 
the alliance that has underpinned its 
security for more than seventy-five years.

The debate has largely centred 
on the European Union's pursuit of  
‘strategic autonomy.’ Championed 
most prominently by French President 
Emmanuel Macron, the concept 
argues that Europe should acquire 
the capacity to act militarily without 
depending on Washington.

In particular, the European Union 
has supported this ambition through 
initiatives such as the European 
Defence Fund, Permanent Structured 
Cooperation (PESCO), Common 

Security and Defence Policy, and 
EU Mutual Assistance Clause, while 
the European Commission has 
increasingly framed defence as part of  
Europe's broader strategic sovereignty.

The objective is understandable. 
The practical obstacles, however, 
remain formidable.

The European Union is not a military 
alliance. It has no standing army, no 
integrated operational headquarters 
comparable to NATO's Supreme 
Headquarters Allied Powers Europe 
(SHAPE), and no unified command 
responsible for planning and executing 
large-scale military operations. Defence 
procurement, force structure, budgeting, 
and deployment remain overwhelmingly 
the responsibility of national governments.

By contrast, NATO has spent decades 
developing an integrated military architecture. 
Its permanent command structure, common 
operational planning, intelligence-sharing 
arrangements, interoperability standards, 
joint exercises, and established logistics 
enable forces from thirty-two member states 
to operate together effectively. The Alliance's 
2022 Strategic Concept reaffirmed that these 
integrated capabilities remain the foundation 
of credible deterrence and collective defence 
in Europe.

Building an equivalent European 
system would require far more than 
additional funding. It would also 
demand unprecedented political 
integration, including the willingness 
of  member states to transfer significant 
authority over their armed forces 
to supranational institutions. That 
remains politically contentious.

The divisions are particularly evident 
in Central and Eastern Europe. Poland 
and the Baltic states, which view Russia 
as their principal security threat, 
continue to regard the United States as 
indispensable to deterrence. Rather than 
replacing NATO, they have consistently 
argued for stronger European military 
capabilities within the Alliance.

Many leading security scholars share 
this position. Lawrence Freedman of  
King's College London has long argued 
that military capability alone cannot 
sustain deterrence without credible 
alliances. Claudia Major of  the German 
Institute for International and Security 
Affairs (SWP) similarly contends that 

Europe should strengthen its armed 
forces while reinforcing NATO's 
cohesion. Jana Puglierin of  the 
European Council on Foreign Relations 
(ECFR) argues that greater European 
capability should complement, not 
compete with, the transatlantic 
partnership. Former US Ambassador 
to NATO Ivo Daalder has repeatedly 
maintained that stronger European 
militaries would produce a healthier 
and more balanced Alliance, while Sten 
Rynning of  the University of  Southern 
Denmark likewise advocates a stronger 
European pillar inside NATO rather 
than an alternative security structure.

Collectively, these scholars reject the 
notion that Europe must choose between 
dependence and complete independence. 
Instead, they argue that Europe should 
become more militarily capable while 
preserving NATO, reducing its reliance 
on Washington without weakening the 
alliance that has underpinned European 
security for decades.

This thinking increasingly reflects 
mainstream European politics. The 
European People's Party continues to 
support higher defence spending while 
reaffirming NATO as the cornerstone of  
European security. Germany's Christian 
Democratic Union has adopted a similar 
position, advocating stronger European 
capabilities that reinforce rather than 
replace the Atlantic Alliance. Even 
governments favouring deeper EU 
defence cooperation generally stop short 
of  proposing NATO's replacement.

Russia's invasion of  Ukraine has 
reinforced these conclusions. The 
conflict exposed major weaknesses 
in Europe's military preparedness, 
including shortages of  ammunition, air-
defence systems, logistics, and defence-
industrial capacity. Assessments by 
the European Defence Agency, the 
European Commission's 2024 European 
Defence Industrial Strategy, and the 
International Institute for Strategic 

Studies (IISS) all highlight the need for 
sustained investment to rebuild Europe's 
military capabilities.

Despite its enormous economic 
strength, Europe continues to depend 
heavily on American intelligence, strategic 
airlift, satellite capabilities, precision-
guided munitions, missile defence, and 
command-and-control systems. These 
shortcomings predated Trump's return 
to office, but renewed uncertainty in 
Washington has made them considerably 
more difficult to ignore.

Public opinion also reflects changing 
transatlantic perceptions. According 
to recent German Marshall Fund 
Transatlantic Trends surveys and 
Eurobarometer data, Canadians 
increasingly express more favourable views 
of the European Union than of the United 
States. While this hardly signals a rupture 
in North American-European relations, 
it suggests that Europe's reputation 
as a predictable, rules-based actor has 
strengthened even as American political 
consistency has become less certain.

There is also a consensus that Europe 
should also resist assuming that an 
EU-only defence framework could provide 
security for the entire continent. Infact, 
Europe's strategic geography extends well 
beyond the European Union itself.

The United Kingdom remains one 
of Europe's foremost military powers, 
possessing nuclear weapons, world-class 
intelligence capabilities, and highly 
experienced armed forces. Turkey 
fields NATO's second-largest military 
and occupies a pivotal position linking 
Europe, the Black Sea, the Middle East, 
and the Caucasus. Norway plays a vital 
role in Arctic surveillance and maritime 
security, while several Western Balkan 
states occupy strategically important 
positions for regional stability.

A security architecture centred 
exclusively on EU institutions would 
inevitably leave these countries outside 
its core decision-making mechanisms. 
NATO avoids this problem by integrating 
both EU and non-EU members within 
a single command structure, common 
planning process, and collective 
defence framework. Replicating those 
arrangements elsewhere would risk 
unnecessary duplication and strategic 
fragmentation.

The wider debate reflects a profound 
historical reversal. For much of  the 
post-Cold War period, European 
leaders believed economic integration, 
democratic enlargement, and diplomacy 
would gradually export stability 
to neighbouring regions. Instead, 
instability has increasingly flowed 
towards Europe. Russia's aggression has 
transformed Eastern Europe into the 
continent's principal security frontier 
deserving strong attention, while 
conflicts across the Middle East, North 
Africa, and the Sahel have intensified 
migration pressures, terrorism, energy 
insecurity, and geopolitical competition.

As Ivan Krastev argued in After 
Europe, the European Union has 
increasingly shifted from exporting 
stability to managing instability around its 
borders. Mark Leonard of ECFR likewise 
observes that geopolitics has returned 
to Europe, replacing the optimism that 
characterised the post-Cold War era.

The strategic implications are 
becoming increasingly clear. Scholars 
including Lawrence Freedman, 
Claudia Major, Sten Rynning, and Sven 
Biscop argue that Europe requires 
higher defence spending, a stronger 
defence-industrial base, deeper 
military cooperation, and armed 
forces capable of  sustaining high-
intensity operations. Most European 
governments now accept these 
priorities, even if  they disagree about 
the pace and depth of  integration. The 
emerging consensus is not to build an 
alternative to NATO but to construct a 
far stronger European pillar within it.

It all shows that Trump's presidency 
has undoubtedly accelerated Europe's 
security reassessment. Whether this 
moment ultimately strengthens or 
weakens the transatlantic alliance 
will depend less on political cycles 
in Washington than on Europe's 
willingness to convert unprecedented 
defence commitments into lasting 
military capability while preserving the 
alliance that remains the foundation of  
the continent's collective defence.

Naveed Qazi is a prolific author 
and serves as Editor at Large for 

Science Matters India. Feedback at 
naveedqazi@live.com 
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      Connecting Care

Community-Based Model Transforming TB And HIV Services
When Every HIV Visit Becomes A Chance To Stop TB

SHOBHA SHUKLA

T
B continues to be the most 
common opportunistic 
infection as well as biggest 
cause of  deaths of  people 
living with HIV despite 

decades of  progress in diagnosis, 
treatment and prevention. TB is pre-
ventable and curable but it was not 
so for over 150,000 people living with 
HIV who died of  TB in 2024, as per 
latest UNAIDS report 2026 launched 
at 26th International AIDS Confer-
ence 2026 (AIDS 2026).

"If  we could have prevented TB 
better among people with HIV or 
found TB earlier in them and treated 
it with medicines that work against 
their TB bacteria, we could have 
saved these lives. No one needs to die 
of  TB, or HIV" says Prevent-Find-
Treat ALL TB campaign. There were 
over 570,000 deaths in 2025 due to 
AIDS-related illnesses.

The challenge is not simply the 
availability of  medical tools - it is 
ensuring that people are identified 
early enough and connected to care 
before the disease progresses - with 
human dignity and respect to their 
human right to health.

Experiences shared by Humana 
People to People India (HPPI) experts 
at AIDS 2026 suggest that one of  the 
most effective ways to bridge this 
gap may already exist within India's 
health system: integrating latest sci-
ence and evidence-based TB services 
into established HIV care and preven-
tion platforms rather than creating 
entirely new programmes - and that 
too in person-centred manner and led 
by communities.

HPPI's National Partnership Offi-
cer Jahangeer Alam (a TB survi-
vor and TB champion himself) and 
National Technical Advisor for TB, 
HIV and Health Dr Sugata Mukho-
padhyay, described how strengthen-
ing collaboration between Govern-
ment of  India's National TB Elimi-
nation Programme (NTEP) and 
National AIDS Control Programme 
(NACP) is helping identify TB ear-
lier, improve treatment completion 
and place people - not diseases - at the 
centre of  healthcare.

A Hidden Challenge
According to Jahangeer Alam, 

TB remains the leading cause of  
death among people living with HIV, 
accounting for one in four HIV-relat-
ed deaths globally. The concern, he 
explained, is that TB among people 
living with HIV often does not follow 
the classic clinical picture. Many indi-
viduals may not present with persis-
tent cough, fever, weight loss or other 
commonly recognised symptoms. 
When healthcare systems depend 
solely on symptom-based screen-
ing, many infections remain unde-
tected until the disease has already 
advanced. Late diagnosis not only 
worsens health outcomes for the 
individual but also increases oppor-
tunities for continued transmission.

Another obstacle is that TB screen-
ing is not always fully integrated into 
routine HIV care and antiretroviral 
therapy (ART) services. Layered on 
top of  this is the persistent intersec-
tional stigma surrounding both HIV 
and TB, which is a formidable barrier 
for many people from seeking care 
early. These realities make service 
integration more than a matter of  
efficiency - it becomes a clinical and 
human rights necessity.

Turning every HIV visit into an 
opportunity to stop TB

To address these challenges, HPPI 
worked alongside government-run 
ART centres (where persons living 
with HIV come for collecting their 
lifesaving antiretroviral medicines 
and accessing other services) in Delhi 
and the government's National TB 
Elimination Programme to strength-
en TB-HIV integration using an 
intentionally simple approach.

Rather than establishing new sys-
tems, the organisation used existing 
HIV care platforms to actively search 
for TB among people already attend-
ing ART centres. Since 7th December 
2024, Government's TB programme 
had already made a science- and 
evidence-based foundational shift on 
how it finds TB by deploying artificial 
intelligence (AI) enabled handheld 
ultraportable X-Ray TB screening 
and offering upfront molecular test 

to those with presumptive TB. More 
importantly, these tools were taken 
in a van to the high-risk communi-
ties across the country. Government-
run programme found over a million 
asymptomatic people with TB disease 
in a year - none of  them would have 
been found so early without this 
approach.

Between May and July 2026, HPPI 
screened 1,363 people living with HIV 
using a comprehensive ten-symptom 
verbal screening tool alongside chest 
X-ray assessment. Individuals identi-
fied as having presumptive TB sub-
sequently underwent upfront rapid 
molecular testing.

The results highlighted the 
value of proactive screening

Among the 1,363 people screened, 
259 were identified as presumptive TB 
cases, all of  whom received diagnos-
tic testing. Twenty-one individuals 
were diagnosed with TB and prompt-
ly linked to treatment. Perhaps the 
most significant finding, however, 
was that 12 of  the 21 confirmed TB 
patients—57 percent—had no symp-
toms. For Alam, this was a powerful 
reminder that the absence of  symp-
toms does not necessarily mean the 
absence of  disease.

Without systematic screening 
that combined symptom assessment 
with chest X-ray and rapid molecu-
lar diagnostics, more than half  of  
these TB cases could potentially have 
remained undetected. The experience 
reinforced an important lesson: every 

interaction between people living 
with HIV and healthcare providers 
represents an opportunity to identify 
TB before symptoms become severe.

The power of community plat-
forms

While ART centres offer one 
important point of  contact, Dr Sugata 
Mukhopadhyay described another 
equally significant opportunity - the 
extensive community-based HIV 
prevention network already operat-
ing across India. India's HIV preven-
tion programme currently reaches 
approximately 15.8 million people 
through Targeted Intervention proj-
ects, Link Worker Scheme projects, 
Opioid Substitution Therapy centres 
and other outreach platforms.

Many of  these populations - 
including female sex workers, gay 
men and other men who have sex 
with men, transgender people, people 
who inject drugs, migrant workers 
and truckers—not only face elevated 
HIV risks but are also vulnerable to 
TB. Instead of  creating parallel TB 
programmes for these communities, 
HPPI strengthened the capacity of  

existing outreach workers.
Community staff  received training 

to conduct TB symptom screening, 
educate communities about both TB 
and HIV, reduce stigma and establish 
referral pathways with the Nation-
al TB Elimination Programme for 
diagnosis, treatment and preventive 
therapy. The approach demonstrated 
that integration can be both practi-
cal and sustainable because it builds 
on trusted relationships that already 
exist within communities.

Rather than introducing unfamil-
iar health workers, the programme 
relied on outreach teams who already 
knew where vulnerable populations 
lived, worked and sought support. 
Trust, both HPPI leaders suggested, 
became one of  the programme's 
strongest assets.

Beyond detection to continuum 
of care

HPPI's experience extended well 
beyond finding TB cases. Dr Sugata 
Mukhopadhyay emphasised that the 
organisation adopted an approach 
that follows individuals across the 
entire continuum of  care.

Instead of  stopping at diagnosis, 
the HPPI model supports people 
through TB treatment initiation, 
adherence, treatment completion 
and, where appropriate, TB preven-
tive treatment for eligible household 
contacts and people living with HIV. 
Community-based regular follow up 
and support is so critical to help so 
many underserved people to journey 

from diagnosis to treatment to cure.
Drawing on experiences from 

four HPPI projects - three Target-
ed Intervention projects in Delhi, 
Unnao (Uttar Pradesh) and Katha-
kota (Telangana), together with one 
Link Worker Scheme project in Luc-
know—the organisation integrated 
TB activities into routine HIV out-
reach without creating a separate ser-
vice-delivery structure. The results 
over the five-year period from 2020 to 
2025 demonstrated the potential of  
this approach.

Among HIV high-risk popula-
tions, more than 113,000 people were 
screened for TB symptoms. This led 
to 671 individuals being diagnosed 
with TB, initiated on treatment and 
successfully ALL completing treat-
ment. The programme also extended 
beyond those directly diagnosed with 
TB. A total of  433 eligible household 
contacts completed TB preventive 
treatment, reducing their future risk 
of  developing active disease.

Among people living with HIV, 
more than 500 individuals were 
screened, 11 people were diagnosed 

with TB, and all were started on treat-
ment. In addition, 301 eligible people 
living with HIV completed TB preven-
tive treatment. For Mukhopadhyay, 
however, the numbers tell only part 
of  the story.

The greater achievement lay in 
demonstrating that comprehensive 
TB services can be delivered through 
existing HIV programmes without 
establishing parallel systems or 
requiring major additional financial 
resources.

No parallel systems, better out-

comes
A recurring point stressed by 

both experts Alam and Mukhopad-
hyay, was that integration is not 
simply about combining two health 
programmes. Instead, it involves 
making better use of  what already 
exists. Rather than creating new 
infrastructure, HPPI strengthened 
the skills of  existing frontline work-
ers, expanded their responsibilities 
and deepened collaboration with gov-
ernment health programmes.

Community outreach workers 
became central to the model - not 
only screening individuals for TB 
symptoms but also providing regu-
lar follow-up and support (and fill-
ing the gap as far as possible which 
people may face), counselling fami-
lies, reducing stigma, supporting 
referrals, following up on treatment, 
assisting with adherence and facili-
tating contact investigations.

Because these workers already 
have trusted relationships within 
communities, they are often able 
to reach people who may otherwise 
avoid health facilities because of  dis-
crimination, fear or social barriers. 
By leveraging these existing relation-
ships, integration became both prac-

tical and cost-effective. As Mukho-
padhyay noted, the model was about 
"doing things differently - not neces-
sarily doing more things separately."

Lessons from the field
Jahangeer Alam and Dr Sugata 

Mukhopadhyay call for 5 actions: 
First, symptom-based screening 
alone is insufficient for people living 
with HIV. Additional diagnostic 
approaches - including chest X-rays 
and upfront rapid molecular testing 
- can identify TB even when individu-
als have no obvious symptoms. But 
most essential is that all services 
must be person-centred, communi-
ty-based and community-led, rights-
based and ensure equitable access.

Second, every interaction with 
HIV services should be viewed as an 
opportunity for TB screening. Wait-
ing until symptoms become severe 
risks delayed diagnosis, catastrophic 
costs, more infection spread, and 
poorer outcomes.

Third, successful integration 
depends on strong coordination 
between government-run HIV ser-
vices and the National TB Elimina-
tion Programme. Screening alone has 
little value unless people are rapidly 
tested, promptly started on treatment 
and supported throughout their care.

Fourth, community-based out-
reach remains one of  the strongest 
assets available to both TB and HIV 
programmes. Trusted frontline work-
ers can overcome stigma, improve 
awareness and maintain continuity 
of  care far beyond the clinic walls.

Finally, both Alam and Mukho-
padhyay stressed that integration is 
not just a public health imperative 
but also financially sensible. Exist-
ing health systems, trained staff  and 
established community platforms 
already provide much of  the infra-
structure required. Better coordina-
tion - not necessarily greater expen-
diture - can produce significant gains.

Putting people before programmes
Healthcare systems often organise 

themselves around diseases. People, 
however, experience health very dif-
ferently. A person living with HIV 
does not separate TB, HIV, nutrition, 
mental health or other health concerns 
into distinct 'siloes' or 'programmes.' 
They experience them as a single life 
with interconnected challenges. Both 
experts argued that health services 
should reflect this reality.

When TB and HIV services func-
tion independently, opportunities 
for early diagnosis, prevention and 
treatment may be lost. When ser-
vices are integrated, people receive 
more comprehensive care, health-
care providers can respond earlier 
and programmes can work together 
rather than in isolation. The empha-
sis, therefore, shifts from managing 
diseases to supporting people.

A model for the future
As India continues its efforts 

to eliminate TB and AIDS by 2030, 
HPPI's experiences point towards 
a practical pathway that builds on 
existing strengths rather than creat-
ing new systems.

Proven impact of  HPPI-run proj-
ects demonstrates that integrating 
community-based and supported TB 
screening, diagnosis, treatment and 
prevention into established HIV plat-
forms is not only feasible but capa-
ble of  identifying otherwise hidden 
cases, improving treatment comple-
tion and expanding preventive care 
among vulnerable populations.

Equally important, these initia-
tives show that collaboration between 
national programmes, community 
organisations and frontline workers 
can strengthen the continuum of  care 
while making efficient use of  avail-
able resources.

Ultimately, both Jahangeer Alam 
and Dr Sugata Mukhopadhyay deliv-
ered the same central message from 
different perspectives at AIDS 2026: 
people should never have to navigate 
fragmented health systems simply 
because diseases are managed sep-
arately. When healthcare is organ-
ised around the needs of  individuals 
rather than around programmes, 
opportunities for synergy are less 
likely to be missed, treatment begins 
earlier, preventive care reaches more 
people and health outcomes improve.

Integrating TB and HIV services is 
about more than efficiency. It is about 
ensuring that no person living with 
HIV remains undiagnosed, untreated 
or left behind – and recognising that 
one person deserves one coordinated 
system of  care.

Shobha Shukla is a feminist, 
health and development justice advo-
cate. She can be mailed at ramakant-

bobby@gmail.com

The chal-
lenge is 
not simply 

the availability 
of  medical tools - 
it is ensuring that 
people are identi-
fied early enough 
and connected to 
care before the 
disease progress-
es - with human 
dignity and 
respect to their 
human right to 
health.



facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

NEWS

Emergency hospitals to come up in Uri, Poonch
WARIS FAYAZ

SRINAGAR: The Govern-
ment is set to establish dedi-
cated emergency and accident 
hospitals in Uri and Poonch, 
with the facilities expected to 
strengthen healthcare access 
for residents living in the 
border areas along the Line of  

Control (LoC).
The proposed hospitals, are 

expected to cater to residents 
of  LoC villages, where access 
to immediate medical treat-
ment remains a challenge, 
particularly during shelling 
and other emergencies.

During his Independence 
Day speech at Baramulla, Cabi-

net Minister Javed Ahmad Dar 
said, “The dedicated hospitals 
are part of  the government's 
broader focus on strengthen-
ing healthcare infrastructure 
across Jammu and Kashmir.”

Speaking to KNO, MLA Uri 
Sajjad Shafi while welcoming 
the initiative said the facility 
would cater to LoC villages 

where residents often struggle 
to receive timely treatment. 
“The hospital will cater to 
LoC villages. We often wit-
ness shelling in these areas, 
and people were not getting 
immediate treatment. It is a 
welcome step,” he said.

Shafi said funds for the Uri 
hospital have already been 

allocated, while land has been 
identified at Mohra and trans-
ferred to the Health Depart-
ment.

He said the Detailed Project 
Report for the hospital has also 
been framed, indicating that 
key preparatory work for the 
project stands completed.

The MLA said the proposed 

facility would provide resi-
dents of  remote and shelling-
prone areas with quicker 
access to emergency medical 
care and reduce their depen-
dence on distant hospitals.

The government has also 
proposed a dedicated emer-
gency and accident hospital in 
Poonch, another border dis-

trict with a substantial popu-
lation living close to the LoC.

The two facilities are 
expected to strengthen emer-
gency healthcare services in 
the border belt and improve 
access to timely treatment for 
accident victims and people 
requiring urgent medical 
intervention—(KNO)

Sopore Fruit Mandi caught in 

dispute between two trader groups

Authorities direct eateries to 
disclose meat type on menus
Mutton, beef, chicken, fish must be 
clearly mentioned: FDA

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Authorities 
have directed hotels, restau-
rants, cafes, dhabas, sweet 
shops, bakeries, caterers 
and other food business 
operators to clearly disclose 
the type of  meat used in food 
preparations.

In an advisory, Commis-
sioner Food & Drugs Adminis-
tration J&K, Khalid Jahangir 
said establishments serving 
meat or meat products should 
clearly mention whether a 
preparation contains mutton, 
beef, chicken, fish or any other 
type of  meat.

"Such information should 
be displayed on menu cards, 
Food Safety Information 
Boards and display counters 
or menu displays, wherever 
applicable, and should be 
accurate, legible, visible and 
updated," Jahangir said.

The administration has 

also directed food business 
operators to display Food 
Safety Information Boards 
at prominent places in their 
establishments, containing 
details including the FSSAI 
licence number and custom-
er care number.

It further advised establish-
ments to avoid generic descrip-
tions such as “Meat Curry”, 
“Meat Biryani”, “Meat Kebab” 
or “Non-Vegetarian” without 
specifying the type of meat used.

All Designated Officers and 
Food Safety Officers have been 
directed to disseminate the 
advisory among food business 
operators and verify compli-
ance during inspections.

The advisory stated that 
non-compliance with appli-
cable provisions of  the Food 
Safety and Standards Act, 
2006, and rules and regula-
tions made thereunder would 
attract appropriate action in 
accordance with law—(KNO)

WARIS FAYAZ

SOPORE: Asia's second-largest 
Fruit Mandi has become the 
centre of  a dispute between two 
rival fruit traders’ bodies, with 
mandi president Fayaz Ahmed 
Malik urging authorities to act 
against those allegedly attempt-
ing to disrupt its functioning. He 
said the livelihood of  thousands 
is linked to the mandi's uninter-
rupted operations.

President of  the Fruit Mandi 
Sopore (Kashmir Fruit Growers 
and Dealers Association), Fayaz 
Ahmed Malik @ Kaka Ji, told 
that the Association, registered 
in 1979, had been working for the 
welfare of  the Fruit Mandi and 
its associates.

Malik's remarks came after a 
general council meeting of  the 
association was allegedly dis-
rupted by some individuals.

He urged SSP Sopore to take 
cognisance of  the incident and 
register an FIR against those 
allegedly involved. He also 
sought verification of  their past 

records.
“Those who disturb the 

Mandi operations should think 
100 times before doing so,” Malik 
said, adding that any disruption 

could have a wider impact on 
the functioning of  the Mandi 
and the livelihood of  thousands 
associated with it.

He said the Association was 
ready to provide any details 
sought by the administration in 
the interest of  the Fruit Mandi. 
At the same time, he urged 
authorities to act swiftly against 
elements attempting to disturb 
peace and disrupt operations.

Sopore Fruit Mandi is a 
major horticulture trading 
centre in Jammu and Kashmir 
and serves as an important link 
between fruit growers and the 
wider market. Its functioning 
supports thousands of  grow-
ers, traders, commission agents, 
transporters, labourers, packers 
and other people directly and 
indirectly associated with the 
fruit trade.

Meanwhile, Zahoor Ahmed 

Bhat, president of  a newly 
formed body functioning paral-
lel to the Kashmir Fruit Grow-
ers and Dealers Association, 
said he had no personal grudge 
against Malik.

Bhat called for accountability 
and fair means in the function-
ing of  the Mandi body, saying 
that if  Malik could prove him-
self  right, they would stand by 
him.

He also urged mandi associ-
ates not to be misled amid the 
ongoing dispute.

The rival positions have 
brought the functioning and 
representation of  the Sopore 
Fruit Mandi into focus, with 
both sides calling for account-
ability while urging that the 
dispute should not affect the 
normal functioning of  the 
mandi and the livelihoods 
linked to it—(KNO)

CM Reviews Prep for
filmmakers, artists, delegates, guests and 

audiences.
He directed all concerned departments 

and agencies to remain fully geared up and 
ensure that every aspect of  the festival is put 
in place well ahead of  its commencement.

Omar Abdullah called for prominently 
showcasing Jammu and Kashmir’s rich 
heritage, cuisine, handicrafts, traditional 
art forms and iconic tourist destinations 
during the festival.

He stressed that meticulous planning and 
seamless coordination among all stakehold-
ers would be essential to establish IFFJK as 
a premier annual event on the global film 
calendar.

The meeting also took stock of  security 
and traffic arrangements, airport facilita-
tion, hospitality and protocol, accommo-
dation, transportation, medical facilities, 
power supply, sanitation, beautification, 
venue preparedness and other logistical 
requirements. Dedicated liaison and nodal 
officers are being put in place to facilitate 
coordination with the Information Depart-
ment and visiting guests.

The Information Department was tasked 
with maintaining a consolidated action 
matrix covering departmental responsibili-
ties, timelines, progress and pending issues, 
besides coordinating invitations, partici-
pant facilitation and media arrangements. 
Plans for extensive publicity and branding 
of  IFFJK at regional and national levels 
through print, electronic, digital and out-
door media were also discussed.

The festival is expected to bring together 
filmmakers, artists, storytellers, industry 
leaders, policymakers, academicians, stu-
dents and audiences from across the coun-
try and abroad, creating opportunities for 
dialogue, networking and collaboration 
through cinema.

The Chief  Minister stressed that IFFJK 
should emerge as a flagship international 
event that showcases Jammu and Kashmir’s 
cultural richness and creative potential to 
the wider world, while creating meaningful 
opportunities and a wider platform for local 
filmmakers and emerging talent.

The meeting was attended by Advisor to 
the Chief  Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, Chief  
Secretary Atal Dulloo, Additional Chief  Sec-
retary to the Chief  Minister Dheeraj Gupta, 
ACS Finance, ACS Tourism, Commissioner 
Secretary Information, Secretary Educa-
tion, Secretary Culture, Secretary Trans-
port, Secretary Hospitality & Protocol, Divi-
sional Commissioner Kashmir, Divisional 
Commissioner Jammu, Inspector General 
of  Police Kashmir Zone, IGP Security, Direc-
tor Information, Heads of  Departments of  
line departments, and senior officers of  the 
concerned departments and agencies.

The officers briefed the Chief  Minister 
on the status of  preparations and the action 
being taken to ensure the successful con-
duct of  the festival. The outstation officers 
participated in the meeting through video 
conferencing.

NIA Court Issues
Yaqoob was among 23 individuals des-

ignated as terrorists by the Union Home 
Ministry on July 4. He operates as an LeT 
operational commander based in Islamabad 
(Chatta Bakhtawar) and also coordinates 
financial and logistical support for other 
LeT cadres active in Kashmir to carry out 
terrorist activities in India.

According to the court order dated July 
16, the officials said the warrant was sought 
by the NIA against Yaqoob, who is listed as 
a designated terrorist under Section 35 of  
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, in 
connection with an ongoing investigation in 
a case registered under UAPA, Arms Act and 
Explosive Substances Act at a police station 
in Srinagar.

The case stems from the arrest of  a motor-
cyclist Mohammad Naqeeb Bhat at Gujar 
Tent, Pandach and recovery of  a Chinese 
grenade and 15 live rounds early this year.

Bhat's arrest led to the busting of  a major 
terror network spread across different states 
of  the country and arrest of  four more ter-
rorists including two Pakistani nationals - 
Abdullah Rajput alias Kamran Ahmed and 
Khubaib alias Usman Jatt.

The NIA told the court that investigation 
had revealed the involvement of  Pakistan-
based handler Mohammad Yaqoob, based on 
material collected and disclosures made by 
the arrested terrorists.

The agency said Yaqoob had provided 
directions to the arrested accused to carry 
out terrorist activities in the Valley, includ-
ing attacks on security forces and civilians.

After examining the application and record, 
the court observed that the accused was at 
large and that the investigating agency had 
been unable to secure his attendance through 
ordinary means, the officials said.

The court accordingly allowed the applica-
tion and issued a general non-bailable war-
rant of  arrest, forwarding it to the Deputy 
Inspector General, NIA Jammu for execu-
tion in accordance with law, they added.

J&K Braces For
gusty winds reaching 30-40 kmph in Kash-

mir during the coming days. Isolated heavy 
rain has also been forecast for August 22 
and 23.

For Jammu division, the forecast carries 
a more significant weather impact, with iso-

lated heavy rain, thunderstorms, lightning 
and gusty winds of  30-40 kmph likely during 
the period. The department has cautioned 
about the possibility of  landslides, mud-
slides, shooting stones and flash floods at 
vulnerable places.

Meanwhile, temperatures remained above 
normal in several parts of  J&K during the 
past 24 hours. The maximum temperature 
was 33.0°C in Srinagar in Kashmir divi-
sion and 35.0°C at Kathua in Jammu divi-
sion. Minimum night temperatures were 
also 1-2°C above normal at many places in 
Kashmir, while they remained near normal 
at several places in Jammu division.

Gulmarg recorded the lowest minimum 
temperature in Kashmir division at 12.7°C, 
while Bhaderwah recorded the lowest in 
Jammu division at 17.8°C.

The weather bulletin also recorded light 
to moderate rain and thunder across parts 
of  the region, with Mirpur receiving the 
highest precipitation at 81.6 mm during the 
period under review.

For Wednesday, August 19, Srinagar is 
expected to remain generally cloudy with 
light rain or thunderstorms, with the max-
imum and minimum temperatures likely 
to hover around 30°C and 22°C, respective-
ly. Jammu is forecast to have a generally 
cloudy sky with light to moderate rain or 
thunderstorms, with temperatures expected 
around 32°C and 25°C.

The weather office has advised people to 
remain alert, particularly in areas vulnera-
ble to landslides, mudslides, shooting stones 
and flash floods during spells of  heavy rain-
fall.

The seven-day forecast issued by the Mete-
orological Centre covers the period from 8:30 
am on August 18 to 8:30 am on August 25.

LG Reviews Welfare
improved coordination on pension-related 

matters.
The Lieutenant Governor reiterated his 

commitment to the welfare of  veterans and 
their families, assuring that every step will 
be taken to honour their sacrifices and guar-
antee a life of  dignity.

The Board also discussed empanelment 
of  government hospitals including AIIMS 
Jammu, GMC Rajouri, GMC Doda and Gov-
ernment Hospital Kupwara with ECHS for 
enhanced healthcare access.

The Lieutenant Governor also chaired the 
State Management Committee (SMC) meet-
ing on the Armed Forces Flag Day Fund.

The Committee considered welfare-ori-
ented proposals covering medical and health 
support, infrastructure, outreach, education 
and skill development.

The Committee also proposed several key 
initiatives including education and career 

incentives, psychological counsellors in 
identified areas, skill-development support 
and improved welfare infrastructure.

Jaishankar Arrives
Partnership (CSP Roadmap), which was 

unveiled during the visit of  H.E. Mr Law-
rence Wong, Prime Minister of  Singapore, 
to India in September 2025,” the MEA stated 
while reflecting on the significance of  the 
roundtable.

“The 4th round of  ISMR will enable both 
sides to review the progress of  various ongo-
ing initiatives, and identify avenues to fur-
ther strengthen India-Singapore collabora-
tion,” it added.

The fourth edition of  the India-Singapore 
Business Roundtable, which serves as a stra-
tegic and advisory forum of  key business 
leaders, will also be held along with ISMR.

BJP Warns Of Stronger
“Where is the free electricity? Where is 

the gas? What happened to regularisation 
of  daily wagers and increase in pension?” 
he asked.

The BJP leader said the opposition would 
continue to raise issues affecting the people 
and seek answers from the government on 
promises made before the elections. [KNT]

NTA Revamps
meeting on the NTA, with the focus on 

strengthening security and infrastructure 
for the conduct of  examinations.

The NTA offices will be shifted to 
the new premises at Minto Road, while 
security arrangements will also be 
strengthened."NTA offices will be shifted 
to the new premises on a war footing where 
security will be reinforced with CISF teams," 
the Ministry said.

 Meanwhile, on Monday, Education Min-
ister Pralhad Joshi held a meeting with 
the Secretary, Department of  Higher Edu-
cation, NTA Director General, and other 
senior officials to review steps taken by the 
National Testing Agency (NTA) following 
recent issues and discuss reforms in the 
examination system.

During the meeting, the Minister was 
apprised that more than 50 NTA staff  mem-
bers had been removed as part of  the steps 
being taken to reform the agency.

The NTA was directed to conduct a thor-
ough audit of  all examination processes and 
submit a report on the corrective action 
taken. Joshi directed officials to ensure 
strict compliance with established exami-
nation protocols. (ANI)
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 

HEALTH & MEDICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
CIVIL SECRETARIAT, J&K,

Subject:-  Compassionate appointment of Smt. Santosh Kumari W/o Late Sanjay Kumar Bhat, Ex-Jr. Pharmacist, R/o Bongam, Tehsil & 
District Kulgam, (A/P H.No. 440 Sec. 2 Vinayak Nagar Muthi, Jammu), J&K, Directorate of Health Services, Jammu (Division cadre) 
under Jammu & Kashmir Rehabilitation Assistance Scheme-2022.

Reference:- i. Minutes of the meeting of Evaluation Designated Committee held on 03.07.2025 in Civil Secretariat, Jammu/Srinagar;
 ii. Form No. 159234 dated 23.06.2026 received from Criminal Investigation Department, J&K.
 iii. General Administration Department U.O No. GAD-RAS/26/2026 (7748064) dated 12.05.2026.

Government Order No. 617-JK(HME) of 2026. 
Dated:- 10.08.2026

In exercise of the powers conferred under Clause-3 of Jammu and Kashmir Rehabilitation Assistance Scheme, 2022 notified vide S.O. 429 
dated 6th September, 2022 read with S.O. 397 dated 16th of August, 2024, sanction is hereby accorded to the temporary appointment of Smt. 
Santosh Kumari W/o Late Sanjay Kumar Bhat, Ex-Jr. Pharmacist, R/o Bongam, Tehsil & District Kulgam, (A/P H.No. 440 Sec. 2 Vinayak Nagar 
Muthi, Jammu), J&K, in Directorate of Health Services, Jammu, Division Cadre Jammu as MTS in the Pay Level SL-1 (14800-47100).
The appointee shall report to the Director, Health Services, Jammu, within a period of 21 days from the date of issuance of this Government 
Order, failing which she shall forfeit her right to appointment and the same shall be deemed to have been cancelled ab-initio without any further 
notice.
The appointee shall be allowed to join only on the production of the following certificates (in original) to be verified subsequently:-
a) Academic Qualification Certificates.
b) Date of Birth Certificate.
c) Health Certificate from the concerned Chief Medical Officer of the District.
d) Domicile Certificate.
e) Certificate of Current Marital Status issued by the competent authority concerned.
f) All other relevant documents as are required under the J&K Rehabilitation Assistance Scheme-2022.
The appointment of the appointee shall be subject to completion of all codal formalities as envisaged under relevant rules and regulations as 
well as fulfillment of following conditions:
i. The applicant shall give an undertaking in writing as per format prescribed in the Scheme that she shall maintain properly the other 

family members who were dependent on the deceased and in case, it is proved subsequently, at any time that the family members are 
being neglected or are not being maintained properly by her, appointee shall be terminated forthwith.

ii. Any claim for transfer of appointment to any other family member shall invariably be rejected.
iii. The appointee shall be adjusted against appropriate category to which she belongs. In case the appointee fails to produce any valid 

category certificate, she shall be adjusted against General category.
iv. That she shall give an undertaking in the shape of an Affidavit to the effect that if on verification, her Qualification/Date of Birth/Category 

Certificates, if any, from the concerned issuing authority are found to be fake/forged, the claim of the appointee for appointment as 
Class- IV/Multitasking Staff (MTS) shall be deemed to have been cancelled ab- initio and legal action as warranted under rules shall be 
initiated against her.

v. That she shall give an undertaking in the shape of an Affidavit duly attested by the Judicial Magistrate First Class, to the effect that 
the applicant is unemployed as on date and none of the family members other than the applicant has taken benefit of compassionate 
appointment under J&K Rehabilitation Assistance Scheme-2022. In case, it turns out that the applicant is already appointed or the 
benefit of compassionate appointment under the Scheme has already been extended to the family of the deceased, then the instant 
appointment shall be deemed to have been withdrawn ab-initio without any further notice.

vi.  That if the candidate has taken loan for self-employment from District Industries Centre (DIC) / Employment Department, to be 
ascertained from the DIC and District Employment & Counselling Centre of the domicile District, she shall relinquish the proprietorship 
of unit/enterprise and also stakes, if any, in such self-employment unit/enterprise before joining the Government service. She shall be 
required to repay the entire loan liability in suitable EMIs to be worked out by the DDO concerned from her salary. The DDO concerned 
shall obtain an affidavit from the concerned appointee regarding both relinquishment of proprietorship and stakes, if any, in such a 
self- employment unit/enterprise and recovery to be made and also personally monitor its recovery.

vii. The salary of the appointee shall not be drawn and disbursed to her unless a satisfactory report in respect of genuineness of Qualification/
Date of Birth/Category Certificate, if any, is received from the concerned authorities.

viii. The appointee shall be on probation for a period of two years.
ix. The appointment of the candidate shall be governed by the “New Pension Scheme” as notified vide SRO-400 of 2009 dated 24.12.2009.
x. The appointment of the appointee shall be subject to outcome of writ petition(s), if any, pending before competent Court of Law.

By order of the Government of Jammu & Kashmir.
No: HD-NG-J/147/2024-02 (CC. No. 7585228) Sd/-
Dated:-16.08.2026  (M. Raju) IAS,
DIPK-4716-26 Commissioner/Secretary to the Government, 
DT: 18/08/2026 Health & Medical Education Department.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD (R&B) DIVISION
ANANTNAG.

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
 NIT NO 68 OF R&B/Anantnag/2026-27 /E-TENDERING/ 5859-68 DATED 17-08-2026

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K e-tenders are invited on %age basis from approved and eligible 
Contractors registered with J&K Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following works:-

S.  
No Name of Work Estimated Cost (Rs in 

Lacs)
Cost of T/

Doc. (in Rs)
Earnest Mon-

ey (In Rs)
Time of 

Completion
Major Head of 

Account
Class of 

Contractor

1.

Upgradation of 
DC Camp Office 

at Khanabal , 
Anantnag

28.00 Lacs  Contract Price 
exclusive of GST: 23.73 + 
(18% GST Amount 4.27)

1100 56000/- 30 Days
District Capex 

Budget 2026-27 
( Untied Grants)

AAY, BEE Class 
& MSME's 

Only

Project Authority :  District Development Commissioner Anantnag.
Position of AAA :  Accorded vide Order No. 389 - DDCA of 2026, Dated 11.04.2026.
1.  The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms-and 

conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental websitewww.jktenders.gov.in 
as per schedule of dates given below:

S.  No. Particulars Dated
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 17-08-2026
2 Period of Downloading of bidder documents From 17-08-2026 (04:00 PM)

To 24-08-2026 (04:00 PM)
3 Bid submission Start Date From 17-08-2026 (04:00 PM)
4 Bid Submission End Date To 24-08-2026 (04:00 PM)
5 Date and time of opening of bid(online) 25-08-2026 (10:30 AM)

In the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division Anantnag.
2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt (Under MH- 0059 PWD) 

in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Anantnag [Tender Inviting Authority] (NIT No. and Name of Work/Item No. to 
be mentioned on the Treasury Challan / Receipt and the Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of 
Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and EMD (2% of advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive 
Engineer PWD(R&B) Division Anantnag (Tender receiving Authority). (The Date of EMD {CDR/FDR/BG} should be between 
the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date and validity of EMD at the time of opening of Bids shall be a period 
of 45 Days beyond Bid Validity of 120 Days). The same EMD should not be used in more than one Tender/Bid.

3. All the Bidders have to submit Earnest Money/Bid Security (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG. 
Non submission of Earnest Money/Bid Security shall render the bidder as No-responsive.

4. The 1st lowest responsive (Successful) Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security 
in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Anantnag (Tender receiving authority) within 
03 Days before fixation of Contract and shall be released 60 Days after successful completion of Defect Liability Period 
(DLP) of the work. The date of Performance Security (CDR/FDR/BG) should be after the date of issuance of letter/LOI 
to deposit the performance security. Failure to produce Performance Security shall render the L1 as non-responsive and 
case for debarring of the Contractor for a period of 01 Year be forwarded to Higher Authorities.

5. The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG of the successful Bidder shall be 
released after receiving Performance security @5% of the allotted cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and same shall be 
released 60 Days after successful completion of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work.

6. The rates quoted in the BOQ are exclusive of GST. GST @18 Percent shall be added to the contract value by the allotting 
authority at the time of issuance of allotment.

7. The date and time of opening of Bid shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.inand conveyed to the bidders au-
tomatically through e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on 
same Web Site in the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division Anantnag.

8. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of Opening of Technical bids.
9. The Earnest Money/Performance Security shall be forfeited If:
a) Any bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modification in the terms and 

conditions of the bid.
b) Failure of successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within specified time period before issue of letter 

of intent.
c) Successful Bidder fails to execute the agreement within28 days after fixation of contract.
d) If at any stage of work, the Bidder backup from the contract, again the Performance security/ EMD as well as work done 

claim will be forfeited.
35. Performance Security shall be released 60 Days after DLP is over successfully.
36. All other terms and conditions are as same as laid in PWD Form 25.

Sd/-
DIPK-4663-26  (Er Mohammad Waseem)
DT: 18/08/2026 Executive Engineer, R&B Division Anantnag 

CORRECTION
It is hereby notified for the information of all concerned that the  
name in my Aadhaar bearing No. 222437702513 was incorrectly 
registered as GH MOHI UD DIN MALIK, son of  ABDULLAH 
MALIK, Resident of DOLIPORA, KREERI, BARAMULLA, instead 
of GH MOHI DIN MALIK S/O ABDULLAH MALIK, Resident of 
DOLIPORA, KREERI,  BARAMULLA. Now i want to correct it. 
Any person having any objection in this regard may contact the 
concerned authorities within 7 days from the date of publication 
of this notice. No objection will be entertained after this period.

GH MOHI DIN MALIK
S/O ABDULLAH MALIK

DOLIPORA KREERI BARAMULLA

CORRECTION
It is hereby notified for the information of all concerned that the 
name in my son was incorrectly registered as Mirab Maqbool, 
Daughter of Mohd Maqbool Chat, resident of Pulwama instead 
of Merab Maqbool, Daughter of Mohammad Maqbool Chat, 
resident of Pulwama. Now i want to correct it. Any person 
having any objection in this regard may contact office of the 
Principal Lyceum International School, Pulwama within 7 days 
from the date of publication of this notice. No objection will be 
entertained after this period.

Merab Maqbool 
Daughter of Mohammad Maqbool Chat

 Resident of Chatapora Pulwama

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have changed my name from ( old name) Saleema Begum to 
( new name) Saleema Banu. In future, i will be know as (new 
name) Saleema Banu. If anybody is having any objection , he/
she may contact Passport Office, Srinagar within 7 days. After 
7 days no objection will be accepted.

CEO FSSAI convenes interactive session with Food Business Operators
Assures support for strengthening food safety infrastructure

J&K Sets District-Wise Roadmap for Sports 

Infrastructure, Wider Access to Sporting Facilities

Government of Jammu & Kashmir (U T)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL & HOSPITALS DIVISION HANDWARA 
MECHANICAL & HOSPITALS ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, KASHMIR.

email: xenmhd-handwara@jk.gov.in 

CORRIGENDUM 02 (RETENDER)
Name of work:-  Annual Operation and Comprehensive Maintenance of Oxygen Generation Plants at SDH Kupwara for the year 2026-27.
Reference:  1) e-NIT No: - MHDH/TS/2026-27/e NIT/38 Tender ID No.: 2026 PWDJK 318894 1
Due to no response, the above referred NIT is hereby re-tendered as under.

S. No. Description Date & Time
1 Document Submission End Date 25/08/2026 up to 1400hrs
2. Date of Opening Cover-I 25/08/2026 at 1600hrs

All other terms, conditions and specifications of the NITs shall remain unchanged.
No: MHDH/TS/1576-79  Sd/-
Date:-17/08/2026.  Executive Engineer 
DIPK-4710-26 Mechanical & Hospitals Division 
DT: 18/08/2026 Handwara

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Commissioner/
Secretary, Department of  Youth 
Services & Sports, Dr Shahid 
Iqbal Choudhary, today chaired 
a comprehensive review of  the 
department’s sports infrastruc-
ture, ongoing capital works, Cen-
trally Sponsored Schemes (CSS), 
Special Assistance to States for 
Capital Investment (SASCI) 
projects and programmes for 
strengthening sports and youth 
engagement across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The review took stock of  the 
work undertaken by the depart-
ment over the past several 
months and set out a district-
level roadmap for expansion, 
upgradation and better utilisa-
tion of  sports facilities, with 
particular emphasis on equita-
ble access, athlete development 
and time-bound completion of  
projects.

The meeting was attended by 
Director General Youth Services 
& Sports J&K Anuradha Gupta, 
senior officers of  the department, 
Planning, Financial Advisor and 
Sports Council representatives, 
Chief  Planning Officers, District 
Statistical and Evaluation Offi-
cers and District Youth Services 
& Sports Officers from across the 
Union Territory.

A detailed presentation was 

made on the portfolio of  sports 
infrastructure projects taken up 
under CapEx, SASCI and CSS, 
along with the status of  ongo-
ing works, funding, execution 
and future requirements. The 
department has taken up 210 new 
sports projects under CapEx and 
17 projects under SASCI, with a 
cumulative investment of  over 
₹500 crore. Against these projects, 
around ₹160 crore has already 
been released to the concerned 
Heads of  Departments and exe-
cuting agencies.

Dr Shahid directed the con-
cerned agencies to expedite ten-
dering and execution while main-
taining quality standards and 
ensuring that projects are com-
pleted within approved timelines. 
He stressed that the focus should 
not only be on creation of  new 
assets but also on making exist-
ing infrastructure functional, 

accessible and suitable for regu-
lar sporting activity.

The Commissioner/Secretary 
directed Chief  Planning Officers, 
District Statistical and Evalua-
tion Officers and District Youth 
Services & Sports Officers to 
undertake a comprehensive dis-
trict-wise assessment of  sports 
infrastructure, including play-
fields, stadiums, indoor facilities 
and other sporting assets.

The assessment will identify 
infrastructure gaps, underserved 
areas and facilities requiring aug-
mentation. Existing assets will be 
mapped and geotagged, and dis-
trict plans will form the basis for 
prioritising new infrastructure 
as well as upgradation of  existing 
facilities.

He called for greater involve-
ment of  local youth and sport-
ing communities at the plan-
ning stage so that facilities are 

designed around actual local 
requirements and receive sus-
tained community utilisation.

Particular attention, he direct-
ed, should be given to border and 
remote areas, hilly and difficult 
terrain, tribal areas and other 
underserved regions, besides 
ensuring adequate sporting 
opportunities in schools, col-
leges and other educational 
institutions. The approach will 
seek to create a more balanced 
sports ecosystem in which access 
to facilities is not determined by 
geographical location.

The Commissioner/Secretary 
emphasised that infrastructure 
planning must be linked with a 
clear pathway for identification, 
nurturing and development of  
sporting talent. Facilities are to 
be assessed not merely as physi-
cal assets but for their ability to 
support regular coaching, com-
petitions, access to equipment, 
fitness and conditioning, talent 
identification and progression of  
promising athletes.

The department will accord-
ingly work towards strengthen-
ing the sporting ecosystem from 
the grassroots, with appropriate 
linkages between schools, colleg-
es, district-level facilities, coach-
ing programmes and higher-level 
training opportunities.

He also directed that existing 
playfields and indoor facilities be 

assessed for essential equipment, 
amenities and support systems 
so that the substantial public 
investment already made trans-
lates into greater utilisation and 
sporting outcomes.

Regularisation and career 
progression of  Rehbar-e-Khel : 
The meeting also reviewed the 
status of  regularisation of  Reh-
bar-e-Khel (ReKs) engaged by the 
department. The Commissioner/
Secretary was informed that for-
malities relating to the proposed 
regularisation of  around 1,800 
ReKs are at an advanced stage, 
while a proposal covering anoth-
er 500 ReKs has been submitted to 
the Finance Department.

Dr Shahid Iqbal directed that 
the process be pursued on prior-
ity and with the objective of  com-
pleting the regularisation process 
for all eligible ReKs during the 
current year, subject to comple-
tion of  requisite statutory and 
financial formalities.

The meeting also reviewed 
the status of  Physical Education 
Masters, Zonal Physical Educa-
tion Officers and Physical Edu-
cation Lecturers, with particu-
lar focus on career progression, 
regularisation and convening of  
Departmental Promotion Com-
mittees at different levels. Direc-
tions were issued for completing 
the pending processes in a time-
bound manner.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO), Food 
Safety and Standards 
Authority of  India (FSSAI), 
Rajit Punhani, Tuesday 
chaired an interactive ses-
sion with the representa-
tives of  Food Business 
Operators (FBOs), trade 
and industry associations 
and other stakeholders at 
the SKICC, Srinagar.

They discussed issues 
related to food safety, regu-
latory compliance, testing 
infrastructure, training 
and ease of  doing business 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

The session was attended 
by Devesh Kumar Mahla, 
Director, Northern Region, 
FSSAI; Khalid Jahangir, 
Commissioner, Food & 
Drugs Administration, J&K; 
Joint Commissioner Food 
Safety, Deputy Commission-
ers Food Safety, Jammu/
Kashmir and other senior 
officers of  the Department.

Representatives of  Kash-

mir Chamber of  Commerce 
and Industry (KCCI), Hotels 
and Restaurants Associa-
tions, Confederation of  All 
India Traders, All Kashmir 
Houseboat Owners Associa-
tion, Kashmir Bakers and 
Confectioners Association, 
Federation of  Trade and 
Industry, Spices Industries 
Kashmir besides other trade 
bodies and Food Business 
Operators participated in 
the interaction. They shared 
their concerns and sugges-
tions regarding the licens-
ing, food testing, training, 
regulatory compliance and 
other matters concerning 
the food business sector.

The interaction also focused 

on licensing, registration, train-
ing and capacity building of  
Food Business Operators and 
other issues relating to food 
safety regulations.

The CEO encouraged 
the FBOs to participate 
in FSSAI training pro-
grammes and comply with 
the prescribed food safety 
standards and regulatory 
requirements.

While appreciating the 
role of  the FDA, J&K, in 
streamlining the licensing 
and registration process 
and facilitating ease of  
doing business, the repre-
sentatives of various trade 
bodies informed that the 
Food Business Operators 

are increasingly adopting 
the prescribed food safety 
and quality standards and 
working towards achiev-
ing conformity with the 
applicable requirements. 
They requested FDA, J&K, 
to continue its supportive, 
facilitative and handhold-
ing approach, with greater 
emphasis on guidance and 
compliance while taking 
necessary enforcement 
action wherever required. 
The participating associa-
tions and FBOs assured their 
full cooperation with FDA, 
J&K and FSSAI in strength-
ening food safety compli-
ance. They also appreciated 
the Department’s efforts 
in conducting training and 
awareness programmes and 
providing handholding sup-
port, particularly to hotels, 
restaurants and bakery 
establishments. The stake-
holders stated that these 
initiatives have contributed 
to improved awareness and 
better compliance with the 
food safety requirements.
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Inter-Zonal Sports 
Competitions continues 
on 2nd day at B'la

GMK SPORTS DESK

BARAMULLA: The 
second day of  the Inter-
Zonal District-Level Selec-
tion Trials/Competitions 
in Chess, Badminton, Table 
Tennis and Taekwondo for 
boys and girls continued 
with great enthusiasm 
across various venues in 
District Baramulla.

The events are being 
organised by the Depart-
ment of  Youth Services & 
Sports, Baramulla, to iden-
tify and nurture promising 
sporting talent.

The Under-17 Boys 
Badminton competition 
was held at Bipin Rawat 
Indoor Stadium, Baram-
ulla, witnessing partici-
pation from players rep-
resenting 15 zones. The 
Under-14 and Under-17 
Girls and 17 boys Chess 
competitions were con-
ducted at Budding Bloom 
School, with over 100 
students displaying their 
strategic skills and com-
petitive spirit.

Meanwhile, Under-17 
Boys Table Tennis selec-
tion trials and Under-17 
Boys Taekwondo selection 
trials were conducted at 
the Indoor Stadium, Kha-
waja Bagh, Baramulla, 
where participants show-
cased their talent, disci-

pline and determination.
The ongoing competi-

tions reflect the Depart-
ment’s continued com-
mitment towards provid-
ing young athletes with 
competitive platforms and 
identifying talent for high-
er-level representation.

Home favourite East Bengal take on 

high-scoring SC Delhi in semis
IANS

KOLKATA: East Bengal 
FC and SC Delhi will clash 
in the first semi-final 
of  the 135th IndianOil 
Durand Cup at the Vive-
kananda Yuba Bharati 
Krirangan in Kolkata on 
Wednesday, with a place 
in the final at stake.

East Bengal have 
scored 14 goals and con-
ceded only once through-
out the competition, 
that solitary concession 
coming in their opening 
0-1 defeat to Mohun Bagan 
Super Giant in Group A. 
Since then, they have 
produced four consecu-
tive clean sheets, beating 
CISF Protectors 8-0 and 
South United FC 5-0 in the 
group stage, before edging 
Indian Army FT 1-0 in the 
quarter-final, results that 
also confirmed their place 
among the two best run-
ners-up.

SC Delhi have been the 
tournament's most prolif-
ic side by some distance, 

scoring 21 goals across 
their four matches while 
conceding just three. They 
topped Group C with nine 
points, beating Jamshed-
pur FC 2-1, Defenders FC 
7-0 and Indian Air Force 
FT 7-1, before producing 
another comeback victory 
in the quarterfinal, defeat-
ing FC Raengdai 5-1 after 
falling behind. That blend 
of  attacking efficiency 
and defensive control has 
marked them out as one of  
the standout sides of  the 
competition.

Dani Ramírez has 
emerged as a key creative 
presence for East Bengal. 
The Spanish midfielder 
has shown a real ability 
to operate between mid-
field and attack, helping 
the side progress posses-
sion and unlock defensive 
blocks.

Mohammed Basim 
Rashid offers a further 
attacking outlet, while PV 
Vishnu has been particu-
larly influential in front of  
goal, scoring four times in 

the tournament so far — 
three of  them in the 8-0 
win over CISF Protectors, 
before his header settled 
the quarter-final against 
Indian Army FT.

Among head coach 
Tomasz Tchórz's attack-
ing options is Brazilian 
forward Rodriguinho, 
the tournament's leading 
scorer with seven goals.

The 25-year-old, whose 
full name is Rodrigo 
Araújo da Silva Filho, 

joined the club ahead of  
the tournament and is 
equally comfortable oper-
ating as a second striker 
or from the right flank. 
His movement, direct-
ness and finishing have 
been central to SC Delhi's 
attacking output.

East Bengal's defen-
sive record also reflects 
the imprint of  head 
coach Antonio López 
Habas, whose sides have 
traditionally been built 

around defensive organ-
isation, tactical discipline 
and compactness, allied 
to the ability to transition 
quickly once possession is 
regained.

That approach has 
been evident throughout 
this campaign: since con-
ceding against Mohun 
Bagan, East Bengal have 
shut out every opponent 
they have faced. Against 
SC Delhi's high-scoring 
attack, maintaining that 
defensive structure with-
out sacrificing their own 
attacking threat will be 
crucial.

East Bengal captain 
Mohammed Rashid 
believes the side has an 
opportunity to go one 
step further after fall-
ing short of  the final 
last season. “We still 
regret missing out on 
the Durand Cup final 
last season. However, it's 
a brilliant opportunity 
for us to go a step further 
and win our first title of  
the season,” said Rashid.

‘I had to open up the game a bit more’: Sen 
explains tactical shift behind comeback win

IANS

NEW DELHI: India’s ace 
shuttler Lakshya Sen cred-
ited a mid-match change in 
tactics and a better under-
standing of  the court con-
ditions for turning around 
his opening-round contest 
against Austria’s Collins 
Filimon at the BWF World 
Championships in 
New Delhi on Tuesday.

After dropping the 
first game, the Indian 
regrouped to register 
a 16-21, 21-8, 21-4 vic-
tory in the men’s sin-
gles Round of  64 at the 
Indira Gandhi Indoor 
Stadium.

Sen admitted that 
his initial game plan 
played into the Aus-
trian’s strengths. 
Filimon, who enjoyed 
a significant height 
a dva n t a g e,  wa s 
comfortable in flat 
exchanges and took 
control of  the rallies 
in the opening game.

“Yes, in the first 
set, I was playing very 
short drives. And then, 
when I was going in for 
drives, he was tall, and he 
was playing those shots 
very easily, and I was get-
ting stuck playing those 
shots. So in the second set, 
I tried to open up the game 
a bit more. I took a few lifts 
and rallies, and then I was 
able to play my shots freely. 
Otherwise, in the first set, 
there were a lot of  errors, 
and the game plan was a 
bit different. But I changed 
a few things in the second 
and third set, so the results 
were different,” Lakshya 
told the media after his 
win.

The first game had been 
closely contested early on 
before Filimon gradually 

pulled away to win 21-16. 
Sen felt he had not used 
the court effectively and 
needed to bring longer ral-
lies into play rather than 
allowing the Austrian 
to dominate the flatter 
exchanges.

“The game that I was 
playing was not right. And 
I had to open up the game 

a bit more, get him into ral-
lies. And in the second set, 
I did that, and it made the 
difference,” he added.

Court conditions also 
influenced the contest. 
Sen started the match on 
the side where the drift was 
stronger, making shuttle 
control difficult, par-
ticularly on lifts. Once he 
switched ends, the Indian 
felt more comfortable exe-
cuting his plans.

“I started with the windy 
side. So it was hard to con-
trol the shuttle on the lift, 
and a lot of  my lifts were 
going quite short. And then 
in the second set, I knew 
I was on a better end, so 
I could play my game 
freely,” he stated.

T he  adjustments 
brought  immediate 
rewards. Sen dominated 
the second game 21-8 
before producing an even 
more one-sided display 
in the decider, which he 
wrapped up 21-4 in just 14 
minutes.

The Indian also high-
lighted the role played by 

the coaching staff  
during the match. 
Much of  the discus-
sion centred on han-
dling the drift and 
avoiding the kind of  
flat exchanges that 
had allowed Filimon 
to exploit his reach in 
the opening game.

“Mostly about the 
drift and a few things 
to keep in mind. He 
was tall, so my cross 
lifts were going a bit 
short. So he was just 
taking advantage of  
it, and I had to cover 
the court more. 
They were just tell-
ing me to lift a little 
bit higher and not 
get into flat drives. 

Because he was tall and 
covered the whole court 
very easily. And then 
just being patient for my 
chances and creating 
better chances to attack,” 
Lakshya mentioned.

Sen’s victory came on a 
day when Indian badmin-
ton also celebrated one of  
its biggest upsets of  the 
tournament, with Ayush 
Shetty defeating world No. 
1 Shi Yu Qi. Sen said the 
entire Indian contingent 
had been behind the young 
shuttler.

“I saw the match, and it 
was a great victory. We were 
all supporting Ayush to win, 
and he did great. So I wish 
him luck for the coming 
matches,” he concluded.

1st Test: Suthar, Prasidh star with ball as India sense victory in Galle
IANS

GALLE (SRI LANKA): 
Bowlers put up a highly dis-
ciplined performance to keep 
India in command in the first 
Test against Sri Lanka at the 
Galle International Stadium 
in Galle on Tuesday.

Manav Suthar struck 
twice, while Prasidh Krish-
na and Mohammed Siraj 
took one wicket apiece as 
the visitors kept their stran-
glehold on the Galle Test by 
sending Sri Lanka reeling 
to 84/4 at the end of  Day 4, 
needing 288 runs more for 
an improbable win.

The Indian bowlers began 
the defence of  371 after the 
batters had put 193 in the first 
innings. Mohammed Siraj 
and Manav Suthar started 
things for the visitors with 
the ball, and both struck 
in the seventh and eighth 
over before Prasidh Krish-
na joined the party as well 
with a brilliant spell, during 
which he picked up a wicket.

Sri Lanka were reeling 
at 21/3 after losing Nishan 
Madushka (6 off  27 balls), 
Pasindu Sooriyabandara (0 
off  1) and Kamindu Mendis 

(2 off  12) before a mini-stand 
of  26 runs for the fourth 
wicket between Lahiru 
Udara (16 off  58 balls) and 
Dhananjaya de Silva.

Suthar returned and 
scalped another wicket -- 
that of  Udara before cap-
tain Dhananjaya de Silva 
(31* off  73 balls) and Sonal 
Dinusha (25* off  36) fought 
their way to stumps with an 
unbeaten stand of  37 for the 
fifth wicket.

The innings began with 
Siraj and Suthar testing the 
Sri Lankan openers Madu-
shka and Udara. Siraj gave 
India the first breakthrough 
in the seventh over when 

he bounced off  Madushka, 
caught at deep fine leg, before 
Suthar removed the concus-
sion substitute and debutant 
Pasindu Sooriyabandara, 
who came in as a substitute 
for the injured Dinesh Chan-
dimal after the latter suffered 
a neck and shoulder injury.

Sooriyabandara fell 
victim to Suthar's flighted 
delivery that did not spin but 
thudded into the back leg. 
The umpire did not rule it out 
initially, but India got the call 
overturned on review.

The visitors kept probing 
the hosts with hard lengths 
from the pacers and mingy 
spells from the spinners, 

with an odd one spinning 
and outfoxing the batters. 
Prasidh Krishna was superb 
with the ball in his first spell 
as he unleashed brilliant 
hard-length balls. In his first 
five overs, the tall speedster 
gave just nine runs with two 
maidens and scalped a wicket 
in his first over itself.

Prasidh removed Kamin-
du Mendis in the 11th over 
with a back-of-a-length ball 
as the batter looked clueless 
as to whether to play it with 
a vertical or a horizontal bat 
and edged it behind for KL 
Rahul to grab an easy one. 
Ravindra Jadeja was equally 
difficult to deal with; how-

ever, he would be kicking 
himself  for having bowled a 
no-ball when he had got de 
Silva caught at slips in the 
16th over.

Suthar came for his second 
spell and ended Udara's 
resistance in the 22nd over, 
although the catch raised a 
few eyebrows. Udara edged 
one fuller one as Dhruv Jurel 
dived in front to palm the 
dying ball. He caught it, but 
it seemed to the eye that the 
ball may have grassed a bit, 
but the third umpire deemed 
it out, calling, "I can see fin-
gers underneath".

There was a mini-scare 
for India when Dhruv Jurel 
was hit on his ankle while 
trying to evade a flick from 
Dinusha. He was seen in pain 
and walked off  as Sarfaraz 
Khan turned up for him. 
The visitors brought in Kul-
deep Yadav very late in the 
innings, giving the chinaman 
his first over in the 29th over 
and testing the hosts with 
his loopy deliveries, but to 
no harm. The lights faded as 
the day was called to a close 
with Sri Lanka well and 
truly away from the 372 set 
by India.

From village fields to national team: Khelo India 
strengthens Jharkhand’s hockey ecosystem

IANS

RANCHI: As the senior 
Indian women’s team 
scripts its fortunes at the 
ongoing FIH World Cup 
Hockey Championships 
in the Netherlands and 
Belgium, three districts 
in Jharkhand – Simdega, 
Khunti and Gumla – are 
quietly pursuing a tradi-
tion that they have been 
practising over decades.

Few states have shaped 
Indian hockey quite like 
Jharkhand. The current 
Indian captain, Salima 
Tete, is a glaring example 
and she is just one among 
many.

From Olympic legends 
to members of  today's 
Indian teams, the state's 
contribution has been 
remarkable. Yet, behind 
every international player 
lies an ecosystem built over 
decades—one that com-
bines community passion, 

government support and, 
increasingly, the struc-
tured talent-development 
programmes of  the Sports 
Authority of  India (SAI).

Today, with more than 
5,000 boys and girls train-
ing through residential 
and non-residential pro-
grammes across the state, 
Jharkhand is reinforcing 
its reputation as one of  
India's most productive 
hockey nurseries.

Jharkhand's relation-
ship with hockey stretches 

back to the early decades 
of  the 20th century. For 
many tribal communities, 
the sport evolved into far 
more than recreation—it 
became part of  everyday 
life. The state's hockey 
heritage traces its roots to 
Jaipal Singh Munda, the 
captain of  India's historic 
gold medal-winning team 
at the 1928 Amsterdam 
Olympics. His achieve-
ment inspired generations 
of  youngsters across the 
Chotanagpur Plateau.


