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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

I believe that while our past karmas have a role in what 
we are today, what we become tomorrow will largely be 
determined by our present karmas: Lieutenant Governor

Lok Bhavan Jammu & Kashmir
@LokBhavanJandK

     ‘Failed’ Promises

BJP Hits Streets In 
Jammu, Targets NC

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Hundreds of  
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) workers on Monday 
staged protests at sev-
eral locations in Jammu 
against the National Con-
ference-led government, 
alleging failure to fulfil 
election promises and 
address issues related to 
unemployment, civic ame-
nities and development.

Three separate protests, 
led by J&K BJP president 
Sat Sharma, MP Jugal 
Kishore Sharma and 
Leader of  Opposition in 
the J&K Assembly Sunil 
Sharma, were held at 
Dogra Chowk, Maheshpura 
and Panjtirthi respectively 
before marching towards 
the Civil Secretariat 
through Shalimar Road.

Carrying party flags 
and placards, the protest-
ers raised slogans against 
the NC-Congress alliance 
and burnt effigies of  the 
government.

Police and paramilitary 
personnel were deployed 
along the protest routes 
and around the Civil Secre-
tariat. BJP Mahila Morcha 
workers also participated 
in the demonstration.

Sat Sharma accused the 
NC-led government P-06

      Ruhullah’s New Suggestion To NC

“CM Should 
Resign, I’ll Quit 
Parliament”

PIRZADA SHAKIR

SRINAGAR: Srinagar MP 
Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi 
has proposed that Jammu 
and Kashmir Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah resign from 
his post and contest for Par-
liament, saying he would be 
willing to quit as a member 
of  Parliament in return and 
reconsider his decision to 
leave the National Confer-
ence (NC).

Ruhullah said Abdullah 
should take the parliamen-
tary fight for restoration of  
Jammu and Kashmir’s con-
stitutional protections and 
status to New Delhi, while 
another NC leader should be 
appointed chief  minister to 
focus on governance.

“The current CM should 
resign from the post and go to 
Parliament. I resign from the 
Member Parliament,” Ruhul-

lah said, presenting the pro-
posal as one of  two or three 
suggestions to the party.

He said that if the sugges-
tions were accepted, he was 
ready to resign from Parlia-
ment the next day and return to 
working with the NC as before.

“I am ready to resign the 
next day. I am ready to go back 
to the party, to the National 
Conference,” he said.

Ruhullah also suggested 
that the NC should give him 
responsibility for organising a 
political movement focused on 
the restoration of Jammu and 
Kashmir’s constitutional pro-
tections, statehood and dignity.

He said Abdullah, after 
moving to Parliament, 
should lead the campaign in 
New Delhi, while the govern-
ment should concentrate on 
governance and fulfilling the 
party’s manifesto.

Ruhullah said P-06

India’s Spirit Of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, 
Kashmiriyat Reflect Confluence Of Cultures: LG
Says Dialogue Is Not Merely Exchange Of Words But Bridge Between Hearts

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Asserting that 
India’s soil has for centuries, 
welcomed faiths, cultures, 
and traditions from across the 
world, weaving them into the 
fabric of  the country, Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Monday said this confluence 
of  traditions is visible today in 
the philosophy of  Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam-the world is one 
family-and in the ethos of  Kash-
miriyat.  

Addressing Mulaqat pro-
gramme in Pulwama, Lieu-
tenant Governor emphasized 
that dialogue is not merely an 
exchange of  words but a bridge 
between hearts, a means of  nur-
turing trust and a path to peace 
and prosperity.

Quoting ancient wisdom from 
the Rig Veda- “Sangachchhadh-
wam Samvadadhwam, Sam Vo 
Manamsi Janatam”, the Lieu-
tenant Governor reminded the 
gathering that walking together, 
conversing together and making 
space for one another in our 

hearts is the essence of  India’s 
civilizational ethos. He noted 
that diversity is not a weak-
ness but the nation’s greatest 
strength, a heritage safeguard-
ed through mutual trust and 
respect.

“Mutual trust and respect 
to all faiths and beliefs was an 

integral part of  our way of  life. 
The civilisation of  our beloved 
Bharat gave us a profoundly 
beautiful message 6,000 years 
ago to walk together, converse 
together and make space for one 
another in our hearts,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
said that India’s soil has, for 

centuries, welcomed faiths, 
cultures, and traditions from 
across the world, weaving them 
into the fabric of  the country. He 
highlighted that this confluence 
of  traditions is visible today in 
the philosophy of  Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam-the world is 
one family-and in the ethos of  
Kashmiriyat, which teaches that 
true identity lies in conduct and 
humanity, not in labels of  faith 
or community.

Acknowledging the efforts 
of  the Save Youth Save Future 
Foundation, the Lieutenant 
Governor commended the 
young volunteers working 
against drug abuse and promot-
ing brotherhood. He urged that 
such initiatives be expanded on 
a broader scale.

“Such initiatives need to be 
expanded on a much broader 
scale. I believe that another 
meaning of  true peace is that 
it begins when we start under-
standing one another. From that 
perspective, our gathering here 
is not merely a social meeting. 
The true meaning P-06

LG Visits Shri Ramakrishna 
Mahasammelan Ashram Anantnag

LG Flags Off Holy Shri Budha 
Amarnath Ji Yatra

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Lieuten-
ant Governor, Manoj Sinha 

Monday visited the Shri 
Ramakrishna Mahasammelan 
Ashram in Anantnag on the 
auspicious occasion P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

JAMMU: Marking the com-
mencement of  the annual 

spiritual journey, the Lieuten-
ant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
Monday flagged off  the first 
batch of  devotees P-06

     BJP Rejig
Ram Madhav, Smriti Irani 
Inducted In BJP’s National Team

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: The BJP on 
Monday announced its new 
national team under party 
president Nitin Nabin, 
appointing 13 vice presidents, 
including Ram Madhav, Lok 
Sabha MP D Purandeshwari 
and former Uttarakhand 
chief  minister Tirath Singh 
Rawat.

Union Minister Piyush 
Goyal has been made nation-
al treasurer.

The party has retained B 
L Santhosh as National Gen-
eral Secretary (Organisa-

tion) and brought in former 
Union minister Smriti Irani 
and ex-Tripura chief  minis-
ter Biplab Kumar Deb in its 
team of  eight national gen-
eral secretaries, according to 
the list released by the party.

Vinod Tawde and Sunil 
Bansal are the only two 
national general secretaries 
that the BJP has retained in 
its new team.

The BJP has brought in 
many new faces, including 
Kavita Patidar, K Suren-
dran, Sandeep Pathak and 
Manoj Tigga, in its team of  
16 national P-06

Generations Unite At Naqshband Sahib 
As Kashmir Observes ‘Khoja Digar’

REHAN QAYOOM 

SRINAGAR: An ocean of devotion 
swept through Srinagar’s Old City 
on Monday evening as thousands 
of  devotees rushed towards the 
historic Naqshband Sahib shrine 
to participate in the centuries-old 
tradition of  ‘Khoja Digar’.

From elderly devotees carry-
ing memories of  the tradition for 
decades to young faithful join-
ing the congregation with their 
families, the gathering brought 
together generations of  Kash-
miris at Khawaja Bazar, Srinagar.

“I have been attending the 
prayer for decades. Earlier, I used 
to come with my elders, and now 
I come with children and grand-
children,” Mohammad Salam 
Dar, 70, from Habba Kadal, said.

For other devotees, the annual 
gathering is not only a religious 
observance but also a way of  
keeping alive a tradition passed 
down through generations.

“It is important for us to be 
here and be part of  this tradi-
tion. We have heard about it from 
our elders, and now we want the 
younger generation to experience 
it too,” said Mukhtar Ahmad, a 
devotee in his 30s.

The traditional prayer, 
observed on the third day of  
Rabi-ul-Awwal, is associated with 

Hazrat Khwaja Naqshband Sahib 
(RA) and the Naqshbandi spiri-
tual order.

The shrine and adjoining 
streets remained packed as dev-
otees offered Asr prayers and 
recited Awraad-e-Asriya, with 
special prayers also offered for 
peace, prosperity and the well-
being of  Jammu and P-06

'23,000 Govt Vacancies Fast-
Tracked This Year In J&K'

WARIS FAYAZ

SRINAGAR: With youth 
employment emerging as a 
key focus, Jammu and Kash-
mir has fast-tracked 23,000 
government vacancies 
this year and set a 
target of  establish-
ing 1.35 lakh enter-
prise units under 
Mission Yuva to 
support over five 
lakh youth.

During his Inde-
pendence Day speech 
at Baramulla, Cabinet 
Minister Javed Ahmad Dar, 
said the 23,000 vacancies have 
been forwarded to the con-
cerned recruitment agencies.

He exuded hope that the 
recruitment process would 
be completed soon, while 
stressing that the process 
of  filling government vacan-
cies would continue.

The Minister said the gov-
ernment is pursuing employ-
ment opportunities through 
both government recruit-

ment and the private sector, 
while entrepreneurship and 
skill development remained 
key components of  its youth-
focused initiatives.

“Under Mission Yuva, 
the government has 

planned 1.35 lakh 
enterprise units 
aimed at creat-
ing opportuni-
ties for more 
than five lakh 

youth across 
Jammu and Kash-

mir. More than one 
lakh applications had 

been received under the 
initiative so far, while over 
29,000 units had received 
funding through banks, he 
said, adding that over 33,000 
youth have also received 
skill training under Mis-
sion Yuva,” he said, adding 
“Youth are vital to Jammu 
and Kashmir's future. We 
need to provide them with 
opportunities in employ-
ment, entrepreneurship and 
skill development.”—(KNO)

Security Forces Foiled ISI-Backed Terror Plot, 
Arrested Over 200 Operatives: Amit Shah

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

NEW DELHI: More than 200 
operatives of  the Pakistan-
based and ISI-backed Shahzad 
Bhatti Network (SBN) were 
arrested in coordinated raids 
across 14 states ahead of  Inde-
pendence Day, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah said on 
Monday. More than 80 FIRs 
have been registered in con-
nection with the arrests.

Shah said the operation 
had dismantled the terror net-
work and foiled plans to carry 
out “subversive attacks” 
around August 15. In a post on 
X, he described the action as 
an example of  the Modi gov-
ernment’s “zero-tolerance” 
policy towards terrorism.

According to a Union Min-
istry of  Home Affairs (MHA) 
statement, the multi-state 
operation was conducted on 

August 12 using a real-time 
intelligence-sharing mecha-
nism involving central agen-
cies and state police forces.

“More than 200 arrests were 
made across Uttar Pradesh, 
Haryana, Delhi, Punjab, Raj-
asthan, Maharashtra, Uttara-
khand, Karnataka, Gujarat, 
Bihar, Telangana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu and Kash-
mir and Kerala,” it said.

“Uttar Pradesh account-
ed for the highest number 
of  arrests at 62, followed 
by Haryana with 52, Delhi 
with 51 and Punjab with 
44. Rajasthan recorded 15 
arrests, Maharashtra eight 
and Uttarakhand five. Kar-
nataka, Gujarat and Bihar 
reported three arrests each, 
while Telangana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu and Kash-

mir and Kerala reported two 
each,” the MHA said.

“Security agencies recov-
ered improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs), grenades bear-
ing Pakistan Ordnance Fac-
tory markings, pistols and live 
ammunition during the opera-
tion. CCTV cameras alleged-
ly used for surveillance and 
espionage were also seized,” 
a senior MHA official said. 
He added that the recovery of  
ordnance bearing Pakistani 
markings pointed to the net-
work’s cross-border links.

The MHA described the 
SBN as a Pakistan-based 
terror syndicate allegedly 
involved in grenade, IED and 
petrol-bomb attacks and tar-
geted killings in India. Inves-
tigators have accused the 
network of  recruiting and 
paying local conduits to con-
duct reconnaissance P-06

Airfare Rules To 
Be Framed Soon: 
Centre Tells SC

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: The Centre told 
the Supreme Court on Monday 
that it has fast-tracked the fram-
ing of  rules under the Bharati-
ya Vayuyan Adhiniyam, 2024, 
which is aimed at modernising 
India’s aviation sector, and that 
the same would be finalised 
within three weeks.

The government placed the 
draft rules before a bench of  
Justices Vikram Nath and Sand-
eep Mehta in a sealed cover, and 
said some final discussions are 
going on.

“You publish this within 
seven days,” the bench said, 
adding, “If  airlines are not com-
plying, ground them.”

Additional Solicitor General 
Anil Kaushik, appearing in the 
matter for the Centre, told the 
bench that the rules would be 
finalised within three weeks.

“We have fast-tracked the 
framing of  rules. Give us three 
weeks, we will come out with 
the finalised version,” P-06

‘J&K, Ladakh Record 
Negative Power Variation’

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh have 
witnessed a negative varia-
tion of  over 11 percent in 
power requirement 
during the solar 
hours and minus 
7.2 percent during 
peak hours in the 
previous month.

According to 
the official docu-
ments showing 
the anticipated 
power supply posi-
tion v/s actual power 
supply position (Pro-
visional) of  Northern 
Region during the month 
of  July-2025 states that in 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh it has anticipated 
power availability of  2520 
MU’s and requirement of  
1775 MU’s respectively.

The official figures 
accessed further reveal that 
the actual power availabil-
ity was 1562 MU’s whereas 

the requirement was 1570 
MU’s. It also states that there 
was a variation of  minus 11 
percent in power require-
ment and during the peak 

hours the union territories 
recorded a variation of  

minus 7.2 percent 
in power require-
ment respectively.

It also states 
that during the 
peak, NRPC 
has anticipated 
that there will 

be a peak power 
availability of  4130 

Megawatts (MW’s) 
and power require-
ment of  2964 MWs.

The documents said that 
there was variation of  minus 
7.2 percent in power require-
ment during the peak hours 
as the actual power supply 
availability and requirement 
respectively was 2750 MWs.

“Negative or significant 
variation (≥5%) in Actual 
Power Supply Position (Pro-
visional) vis-à-vis P-06
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Mission Shakti conducts 
awareness programme on welfare 
initiatives for women

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Sankalp Hub for Empowerment of  
Women, Mission Shakti, Shopian Monday organized 
an impactful awareness programme at Kathollan , 
Shopian, with the objective of  sensitizing women, girls 
and the local community about their rights, safety, 
dignity and the various welfare initiatives available 
for their empowerment.

During the programme, participants were sen-
sitized about the vision and objectives of  Mission 
Shakti, with special emphasis on strengthening 
women’s access to government schemes, services and 
institutional support. The team highlighted the impor-
tance of  women’s education, economic independence, 
financial literacy, legal awareness and participation in 
decision-making

Detailed awareness was also provided regard-
ing various women and child welfare schemes 
and support services, including Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao, PMMVY, women-related social security 
schemes, marriage assistance, employment-
generating schemes, financial literacy initiatives 
and Mission YUVA. Participants were encouraged 
to make full use of  eligible government schemes 
and approach the concerned departments for 
assistance.

The programme also focused on creating aware-
ness regarding women’s safety, prevention of  gender-
based discrimination, child protection, PCPNDT 
provisions and the importance of  preventing gender-
biased practices. The participants were encouraged to 
speak up against violence, discrimination and prac-
tices that undermine the dignity and rights of  women 
and girls.

 Kupwara admin organizes training 
session under Census 2027

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA:  District Administration Kupwara 
Monday organized a training session for District 
Officers, Charge Officers,  and census related officials 
under Census 2027 Phase II at the Meeting Hall of  the 
ACD Complex, Kupwara.

The training session was aimed at sensitizing 
and equipping the designated Charge Officers and 
officials with the necessary knowledge and skills for 
the effective implementation of  the second phase of  
Census 2027.

During the session, participants were briefed on 
various aspects related to the census process, includ-
ing their roles and responsibilities, field-level proce-
dures, and adherence to the prescribed guidelines and 
protocols.

On the occasion, ADC Kupwara, Gulzar Ahmad 
Khan who is also the District Census Officer empha-
sized the importance of  accuracy, coordination, and 
timely completion of  census-related activities to 
ensure smooth and effective implementation at the 
district level.

He reiterated commitment from District Adminis-
tration to ensuring meticulous preparations and coor-
dinated efforts for the successful conduct of  Census 
2027 in the district.

Jatin Kishore reviews progress on 
AgriStack Farmer Registration

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Deputy Commissioner (DC) Gan-
derbal, Jatin Kishore, Monday chaired a meeting to 
review the progress of  AgriStack farmer registration 
in the district.

During the meeting, the Deputy Commissioner 
reviewed the progress of  farmer registration and data 
updation under AgriStack, which is aimed at creat-
ing a digital foundation for agriculture by bringing 
together verified agricultural and farmer-related 
data to facilitate better access to services and farmer-
focused benefits.

The Deputy Commissioner directed the Assistant 
Commissioner Revenue (ACR) Ganderbal and SDM 
Kangan to ensure maximum coverage of  farmers 
under the registration process.

He further directed all Tehsildars to organise 
farmer registration camps in the identified villages 
to accelerate the process and facilitate registration of  
maximum eligible farmers. He stressed upon proper 
verification of  records and accuracy of  data being 
entered on the AgriStack platform.

The Deputy Commissioner called for close monitor-
ing of  the registration process and directed the con-
cerned Revenue functionaries to regularly review the 
progress, identify gaps and ensure timely completion 
of  pending registrations.

Budgam’s Kani 
Craft shines on 
National Stage
DC hails artisans for National Handloom Award

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy 
Commissioner Budgam, 
Athar Aamir Khan, has 
extended warm congratu-
lations to renowned Kani 
artisans of  Kanihama 
village, Fayaz Ahmad 
Wani and his student 
Manzoor Ahmad Hajam, 
on being conferred the 
prestigious National 
Handloom Award 2025 by 
President of  India, Drou-
padi Murmu.

The award was pre-
sented to the duo in New 
Delhi on August 7 in the 
weaving category for 
their exceptional crafts-
manship showcased 
through a Chanddar Kani 
Shawl, reflecting Kash-
mir’s exquisite artistic 
heritage and centuries-
old weaving tradition.

The DC felicitated 
both artisans during 
the award ceremony of  
Independence Day func-
tion at Sports Stadium 
Budgam and lauded 
them for bringing dis-
tinction to Budgam and 
Jammu & Kashmir at the 
national level, describing 
the honour as a proud 
moment for the district 
and a significant recog-
nition of  Kashmir’s rich 
handloom legacy.

He appreciated their 
dedication and persever-
ance in reviving a nearly 
400-year-old Kani design 
and transforming it into a 
masterpiece through tra-

ditional techniques. The 
award-winning shawl 
reportedly took over 15 
months of  painstaking 
work to complete.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner particularly com-
mended Fayaz Ahmad 
Wani for keeping the 
traditional craft alive 
and passing the skill to 
successive generations. 
Having trained more than 
50 people in Kani weav-
ing, his contribution has 
helped preserve the craft 
while creating avenues 
for sustainable liveli-
hoods.

He also appreciated 
Manzoor Ahmad Hajam, 
who has been associated 
with his teacher’s Kani 
weaving unit for the past 
25 years, describing their 
achievement as a fine 
example of  the tradition-
al Guru-Shishya tradition 
through which Kashmir’s 
indigenous crafts have 
been preserved across 

generations.
The DC stressed the 

importance of  promoting 
traditional crafts among 
the youth, encouraging 
young artisans to take up 
Kani weaving and other 
indigenous crafts as ave-
nues for livelihood, entre-
preneurship and cultural 
preservation.

He said national rec-
ognition to local artisans 
provides renewed impe-
tus to efforts aimed at 
safeguarding Kashmir’s 
unique artistic tradi-
tions and ensuring that 
traditional knowledge 
and skills continue to 
flourish among future 
generations.

The District Adminis-
tration Budgam reiterat-
ed its commitment to sup-
porting artisans, weavers 
and craftsmen and creat-
ing an enabling environ-
ment for the promotion 
of  local handlooms and 
handicrafts.

Govt urges fruit growers to utilize 
dedicated Rail Parcel Services

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a major 
initiative aimed at facili-
tating efficient, reliable 
and cost-effective trans-
portation of  Kashmir’s 
horticultural produce, the 
Directorate of  Horticulture 
Kashmir has urged fruit 
growers, traders and other 
agricultural stakeholders 
across the Valley to active-
ly utilize the dedicated Rail 
Parcel Services operated 
by Northern Railway.

The dedicated service, 
JPP-RCS, has been oper-
ating successfully since 
September 2025 and con-
nects Badgam (BDGM) 
with Adarsh Nagar Delhi 
(ANDI) via Jammu, with 
an intermediate stoppage 
at Bari Brahmana.

The availability of  this 
cost-effective, time-efficient 
and all-weather rail trans-
portation facility assumes 
considerable importance 
for the horticulture sector, 
particularly during the fruit 
harvesting and marketing 
season. The service pro-
vides reliable and timely 
connectivity to major mar-
kets across the country, 

thereby facilitating smooth-
er movement and marketing 
of  Kashmir’s horticultural 
produce.

It is pertinent to men-
tion that Train No. 00462, 
Ex-Badgam to Adarsh 
Nagar Delhi, has so far suc-
cessfully transported 332 
VPs carrying approximate-
ly 7,400 tonnes of  produce, 
including apples, e-com-
merce and mixed goods. On 
the return journey, 786 VPs 
carrying approximately 
17,450 tonnes, mainly com-
prising e-commerce and 
mixed goods, have also 
been transported, reflect-
ing the growing utility and 
operational efficiency of  

the rail parcel service.
The Directorate has 

accordingly called upon 
fruit growers, traders 
and other stakeholders to 
make optimum use of  the 
dedicated rail facility for 
transportation of  horticul-
tural produce, particularly 
during the peak harvesting 
season.

For commercial inqui-
ries and booking details, 
stakeholders may contact 
the Office of  the Senior 
Divisional Commercial 
Manager, Northern Rail-
way, Jammu Tawi, at 
Mobile/CUG: 9596732950 
or through email at srdc-
mjat@gmail.com.

DC Kulgam reviews Farmer's ID Generation 

Camp under Agristack
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam along with 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Vikar Ahmad 
Giri Monday visited the 
Farmer's ID generation 
camp organized under the 
Agristack Project at Tehsil 
Kulgam, to take an on-the-
spot assessment of  the 
ongoing registration and 
digitisation drive.

During the visit, the DC  
supervised the entire  pro-
cess and interacted with 
the revenue staff  present at 
the camp especially sched-
uled for Tamiloo village. He 
took a detailed overview 
of  the data being submit-
ted, verified and approved 
on the Agristack portal to 
ensure accuracy and trans-
parency at every stage.

Addressing the offi-
cials, the DC described 
Agristack as a landmark 
initiative and a milestone 
in the history of  the Rev-
enue Department. He said 
that generation of  unique 
Farmers ID will create 
a comprehensive digital 
database of  farmers, which 
will streamline delivery 

of  all agriculture-related 
benefits and schemes in a 
hassle-free manner.

"The Farmers ID will 
serve as a single digital 
identity for every farmer. 
It will enable direct ben-
efit transfer, crop insur-
ance, soil health cards, 
and access to institutional 
credit without duplication 

and delays," the DC said. 
"Our aim is to ensure that 
no eligible farmer is left 
out," he added.

The DC directed the rev-
enue officials and field staff  
to expedite the process and 
complete the exercise effi-
ciently and within the stipu-
lated timeline. He stressed 
on maintaining data qual-

ity, proper verification, and 
prompt updation on the 
portal to avoid pendency.

He also urged the field 
functionaries to create 
wider awareness among 
farmers about the benefits 
of  Agristack and to extend 
full support to farmers, 
especially elderly and mar-
ginal farmers, during the 
registratpn process.

Giving details, it was 
informed that Farmers ID 
generation camps are cur-
rently underway across all 
locations in the district. So 
far, registration and verifica-
tion for 54 villages have been 
completed on the Agristack 
portal, and the remaining 
villages are being covered 
in a phased manner.

Tehsildar, Kulgam, 
Nisar Ahmad Wani and 
other  officials were also 
present on the occasion.

Govt Hands Over Land to Allottees 
at Pampore Brick & Tile Factory

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a signifi-
cant move aimed at revit-
alising the industrial land-
scape of  Jammu and Kash-
mir, the Industries and 
Commerce Department 
has issued Government 
Order No. 84-JK(IND) of  
2026, directing the hando-
ver of  land possession to 
allottees at the Brick and 
Tiles Factory in Pampore.

 The order, issued on 
August 17, 2026, marks a 
crucial step in implement-
ing the J&K Industrial 
Land Allotment Policy 
2021-30.

As per the directive, 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
State Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation has 
been instructed to give 
possession to unit hold-
ers who have been allotted 
land under the policy and 
have completed premium 

payments.
The decision incorpo-

rates several important 
conditions flagged by the 
Finance Department to 
ensure transparency and 
accountability. These 
include finalisation of  asset 
and liability audit, ensur-
ing no outstanding dues 
against allottees, strict 
adherence to timelines for 
unit establishment, trans-
parent allotment proce-
dures, and employment 
generation mandates for 
local youth. The order also 
stipulates that 34 kanals of  
land will be kept reserved 
for Jammu and Kashmir 
Projects Construction 
Corporation equipment 
until further orders. The 
Managing Directors of  
JKPCC and JKI Ltd have 
been directed to settle 
all financial obligations 
between the corporations 
to facilitate smooth imple-

mentation of  the allotment 
process.

In a heartfelt response 
to the development, Khalid 
Subhan Wani, President 
and Core Group represen-
tative of  all Brick and Tile 
Unit Holders, expressed 
profound gratitude to the 
administration for their 
proactive role in issu-
ing the order. He said the 
timely issuance of  the 
order will revive the brick 
and tile industry and create 
employment opportunities 
for hundreds of  families 
across Jammu and Kash-
mir. Wani extended special 
thanks to Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Shri Manoj Sinha, 
Chief  Minister Shri Omar 
Abdullah, Deputy Chief  
Minister Shri Surinder 
Choudhary, the Cabinet 
Ministers, and all con-
cerned administrators and 
officers of  the J&K Govern-
ment for their support.

B'pora Admin marks 'Har Ghar Tiranga' 
culmination with giant Map of India

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: District 
Administration Bandipora, 
in collaboration with the 
Department of  School Edu-
cation, Bandipora, organised 
the grand culmination of  
the Har Ghar Tiranga Cam-
paign–2026 at SK Stadium, 
Bandipora, in connection 
with the 150 Years’ Commem-
oration of “Vande Mataram.”

 Deputy Commissioner 
(DC)  Bandipora, Indu 
Kanwal Chib, presided over 
the programme as the Chief  
Guest.

The event witnessed 
enthusiastic participation 
of  around 10,000 students 
along with teaching and 
non-teaching staff  from edu-
cational institutions across 
the district. Despite the hot 
weather, the students partici-
pated with great enthusiasm, 
carrying the Tricolour and 
joining in various activities 
that reflected patriotism, 
national unity and pride in 
the nation.

A major highlight of  the 
programme was the creation of  
a giant Map of India by the stu-
dents, who collectively formed 
and filled the map, presenting 
a striking visual expression of  
national unity and the spirit of  
Vande Mataram.

 The initiative showcased 
the creativity, discipline, 
coordination and patriotic 
enthusiasm of  the students 
and emerged as a special 
attraction of  the event.

Addressing the gathering, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
appreciated the enthusiasm 
and spirit displayed by the 
students. She lauded the stu-

dents for their remarkable 
presentation of  the Map of  
India and said that such ini-
tiatives serve as a source of  
encouragement and inspire 
everyone to contribute more 
towards the nation.

The DC also appreciated 
the efforts of  teachers and 
educational institutions for 
facilitating the participation 
of  students and nurturing 
in them the values of  patrio-
tism, unity and respect for 
the National Flag. The stu-
dents participated with pride 
in the celebrations and joined 
in the singing of  the National 
Anthem.

JKCIP Mobilisation Drive

SKUAST-K emphasises handholding, strengthening of rural collectives
DIPR Shopian organises photo 
exhibition showcasing sacrifice 
of freedom fighters

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: The District Infor-
mation & Public Relations 
(DIPR), Shopian, organised 
a photo exhibition showcas-
ing the life stories, struggles, 
sacrifices and contributions of 
freedom fighters and martyrs 
as part of the ongoing Har Ghar 
Tiranga Campaign.

The exhibition featured pho-
tographs and accounts high-
lighting the lives and struggles 
of national heroes and their sig-
nificant role in the nation’s jour-
ney towards freedom. It provided 
visitors, particularly the younger 
generation, an opportunity to 

learn about their courage, patrio-
tism, determination and selfless 
sacrifices.

The life stories of the freedom 
fighters and martyrs served as a 
source of inspiration, reminding 
visitors of the immense sacri-
fices made for the country and 
the values of courage, unity and 
national service.

The exhibition formed part 
of a series of patriotic activities 
being organised in Shopian under 
the Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign 
and celebrations marking 150 
years of Vande Mataram, aimed 
at fostering patriotism and keep-
ing alive the inspiring legacy of 
the nation’s heroes.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: A mobili-
sation drive under the 
Upscaling Collectivisa-
tion Component of  the 
IFAD-sponsored Jammu 
and Kashmir Competi-
tiveness Improvement of  
Agriculture and Allied 
Sectors Project (JKCIP) 
was organised by The Har-
vesting Harmony Farmer 
Producer Organisation 
Cooperative Ltd., Pattan, 
in collaboration with the 
Directorate of  Extension, 
Sher-e-Kashmir University 
of  Agricultural Sciences 
and Technology of  Kash-
mir (SKUAST-K).

Prof. (Dr.) Raihana 
Habib Kanth, Director 
Extension and Dean, Horti-
culture, SKUAST-Kashmir, 
was the Chief  Guest on the 
occasion.

More than 185 prospec-
tive members and farmers 
participated in the pro-
gramme, which aimed at 
creating awareness about 
the importance of  Farmer 
Producer Organisations 
(FPOs), encouraging farm-
ers to join the collective and 
strengthening farmer-led 
institutions for sustainable 
agricultural development.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Prof.  Raihana Habib 
Kanth emphasised the 
need for sustained hand-
holding, capacity building 
and institutional strength-
ening of  rural collectives to 
enable FPOs to emerge as 
effective farmer-led enter-
prises. She said FPOs can 
play a transformative role 
in agriculture by enabling 
farmers to access modern 
technologies, quality 
inputs, institutional credit, 

value addition and organ-
ised markets through col-
lective action.

She urged farmers 
to actively participate 
in FPOs and make full 
use of  the opportunities 
being created under the 
IFAD-supported JKCIP 
to enhance farm incomes 
and build resilient and 
sustainable farming 
enterprises. She also 
highlighted the crucial 
role of  SKUAST-Kashmir 
in providing continuous 
technical guidance, capac-
ity building and extension 
support to strengthen 
farmer institutions across 
the Union Territory.

Dr. Waseem Hassan 
Raja underscored the 
importance of  scientific 
farming, capacity build-
ing and collective mar-
keting in improving the 

economic status of  farm-
ers. He encouraged the 
participants, particularly 
women and rural youth, 
to actively engage with the 
FPO and adopt improved 
agricultural technologies 
for enhancing productivity 
and profitability.

Dr. Mohammad Iqbal 
Bhat, Coordinator, Upscal-
ing Collectivisation, JKCIP, 
SKUAST-Kashmir, elabo-
rated on the objectives of  
the component and the 
institutional support mech-
anisms being extended to 
FPOs under the project. 
He stressed that increased 
farmer membership and 
active participation are 
essential for developing 
strong and self-sustaining 
producer organisations 
capable of  addressing pro-
duction, value addition and 
marketing challenges.
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CM meets delegations, 
individuals to discuss 
tourism, trade-related issues
CM felicitates MMA fighter Owais Yaqoob with ₹1 lakh cash award

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  
Minister Omar Abdul-
lah Monday met several 
delegations and indi-
viduals at Raabita here 
and discussed a range 
of  issues concerning 
public welfare, tourism, 
sports, labour, trade and 
industry in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The Chief  Minister 
met MLA Beerwah Dr 
Shafi Ahmad Wani, who 
apprised him of  various 
matters concerning his 
constituency. A delega-
tion from the constitu-
ency, also accompanied 
the Legislator during the 
meeting.

The Chief  Minister 
also met emerging profes-
sional MMA fighter from 
Pulwama, Owais Yaqoob, 
and congratulated him on 

his achievements in the 
field of  mixed martial 
arts. He felicitated Yaqoob 
with a cash award of  ₹1 
lakh in recognition of  his 
impressive performanc-
es on the international 
stage. Yaqoob recently 
secured a first-round TKO 
victory over Bulgaria’s 
Delian Georgiev.

A delegation of  the 
Travel Agents Associa-
tion of  Kashmir (TAAK), 
led by its Secretary 
General Sajad Ahmad 
Kralyari, also called on 
the Chief  Minister and 
discussed various issues 
concerning the tourism 
sector.

The Chief  Minister 
further met a delegation 
of  the Kashmir Labour 
Union’s Federation, led 
by its President Moham-
mad Ashraf  Ganai. The 
delegation apprised him 

of  its concerns and sug-
gestions regarding the 
Draft Code on Social 
Security (Jammu and 
Kashmir) Rules, 2026.

Senior Vice President 
of  the Bari Brahmana 
Industrial Association, 
Tarun Singla, also called 
on the Chief  Minister 
and discussed various 
issues related to trade and 
industry in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

On the occasion, 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
Surinder Kumar Choud-
hary and Advisor to the 
Chief  Minister Nasir 
Aslam Wani were also 
present.

The Chief  Minister 
gave a patient hearing to 
the delegations and indi-
viduals and assured them 
that their genuine con-
cerns would be examined 
and addressed on priority.

Sakeena Itoo reviews progress on implementation of various projects
Calls for time-bound completion of projects, optimal utilisation of funds

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Health & Medical Educa-
tion, School Education, 
Higher Education and 
Social Welfare, Sakeena 
Itoo Monday chaired a 
high-level meeting to 
review the action taken 
and progress achieved on 
decisions taken during 
earlier review meetings, 
with particular focus on 
major infrastructure and 
development projects being 
implemented by the Health, 
Education and Social Wel-
fare departments across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Commissioner Secre-
tary Education, Ram Niwas 
Sharma; Special Secretar-
ies of  Higher Education, 
Health and Education 
Departments; Directors 
of  Health Services Jammu 
and Kashmir; Directors of  
School Education Jammu 
and Kashmir; Principals 
of  Government Medical 
Colleges and other senior 
officers of  the concerned 
departments.

The Minister undertook 
a comprehensive review 
of  the physical and finan-
cial progress of  various 
ongoing projects, includ-
ing infrastructure works, 
Capex and SASCI projects, 

utilisation of  funds, pro-
curement of  equipment 
and implementation of  
decisions taken in previous 
review meetings.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of  translating sanc-
tioned projects into tangible 
outcomes for the people, 
Sakeena Itoo directed the 
officers to ensure strict 
adherence to timelines, close 
monitoring of execution and 
clear accountability at every 
stage. She stressed that 
financial expenditure must 
correspond with actual 
physical progress and called 
for immediate resolution of  
bottlenecks causing delays.

Reviewing healthcare 
infrastructure in Kashmir, 
the Minister was informed 
that the 125-bedded Dis-
trict Hospital at Reshipora, 
Budgam has achieved 75 
per cent physical progress 
and is targeted for comple-
tion by March 2027. The 
status of  various SASCI 
projects was also reviewed.

The meeting was further 
informed that a proposal 
for establishment of  a Crit-
ical Care Hospital Block at 
Uri has been initiated, with 
five kanals of  land identi-
fied at Mohara.

In Jammu division, the 
Minister reviewed the pro-
posed Trauma Centre at 
Surankote, new UT Capex 
works and the 100-bedded 
Hospital at Sunderbani. 
She was informed that 
construction of  the Sun-
derbani hospital is nearing 
completion, while equip-
ment worth ₹66 lakh has 
been requisitioned and the 
facility is expected to be 
made operational shortly.

The Minister also 
reviewed infrastructure 
and other development 
works at GMC Handwara, 
GMC Srinagar, SKIMS 
Medical College Bemina, 
GMC Rajouri, Govern-
ment Ayurvedic College 
Akhnoor, GMC Kathua, 
GMC Jammu and GMC 

Anantnag.
At GMC Rajouri and 

GMC Kathua, she took 
stock of  Capex and CSS 
works, functioning of  
Dental Units and procure-
ment of  essential equip-
ment. The meeting was 
informed that the upgra-
dation of  the GNM Nurs-
ing School to a Nursing 
College at GMC Rajouri 
has achieved 65 per cent 
progress, while construc-
tion of  the Teaching Hos-
pital at GMC Kathua is at 
an advanced stage.

At GMC Jammu, the 
Minister reviewed the 
status of  Capex and CSS 
works and was apprised 
that several projects have 
either been completed or 
are nearing completion. 
The functioning of  the 
Emergency Dental Unit 
and District Early Inter-
vention Centre at SMGS 
Hospital was also assessed.

Sakeena Itoo directed 
the concerned officers 

to accord top priority to 
procurement of  critical 
medical equipment and 
completion of  healthcare 
infrastructure, noting 
that timely availability of  
facilities and equipment 
has a direct bearing on the 
quality and accessibility of  
patient care.

She called for regular 
identification and resolu-
tion of  bottlenecks, timely 
utilisation of  available 
funds and stronger coor-
dination among executing 
agencies, healthcare insti-
tutions and the concerned 
departments.

“Every sanctioned 
project must ultimately 
translate into a tangible 
improvement in public ser-
vice delivery. There should 
be no avoidable delay in 
execution, and every rupee 
allocated for development 
must be utilised efficiently 
and transparently,” the 
Minister said.

The Minister further 
directed the officers to 
maintain continuous mon-
itoring of  major projects 
and furnish timely updates 
on critical milestones. She 
stressed that completed 
infrastructure should be 
made functional without 
delay so that the intended 
benefits reach the people at 
the earliest.

CEO, FSSAI reviews food 

testing facilities in J&K
Assessed infrastructure, capacity enhancement measures

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Food Safety 
and Standards Author-
ity of  India (FSSAI), Rajit 
Punhani, Monday visited 
Food Laboratory, Kashmir 
during his visit to Srinagar, 
to have on spot assessment 
about it’s functioning.

During the visit, the 
CEO FSSAI took round of  
various sections, including 
Microbiological Section, 
Chemical Section and HEE 
Sections and interacted with 
the technical staff  of  the 
Laboratory.

Subsequently, the CEO 
FSSAI chaired a meeting 
which among others was 
attended by State Drug Con-
troller J&K, Joint Commis-
sioner Food Safety, Deputy 
Commissioner Food Safety 
Kashmir, Accounts Offi-
cer FDA and Food Analyst 
Food Testing Laboratory 
Srinagar and Jammu.

ECommissioner, Food & 
Drugs Administration, J&K, 
made a detailed presentation 
outlining the laboratory's 
analytical capabilities, test-
ing performance, NABL 
accreditation, infrastruc-
ture, manpower position and 
the roadmap for strengthen-
ing food testing facilities 
across the Union Territory. It 
was informed that the Food 

Laboratory, Kashmir is an 
FSSAI-notified and NABL-
accredited facility equipped 
with advanced instruments, 
including GC-MS/MS, 
LC-MS/MS and ICP-MS. 
The laboratory presently 
has a NABL scope covering 
354 parameters, compris-
ing 77 quality and 277 safety 
parameters.

The presentation high-
lighted the testing work-
load handled during the 
last three financial years. 
The laboratory analyzed 
11,479 samples in 2023–24, 
9,938 in 2024–25 and 6,722 in 
2025–26, out of  which, 440, 
266 and 381 samples respec-
tively, were found to be non-
conforming.

The meeting was 
informed that the steps have 
been initiated to expand the 
scope of  Laboratory to 3500 
parameters by end of  31st 
March, 2027 covering key 

commodities including milk 
and milk products, fruits and 
vegetables, cereal and cereal 
products, oils and fats and 
Indian sweets and achieve 
wider coverage of  5,000 
parameters in the long run.

The Commissioner 
brought to the notice of  the 
CEO, FSSAI the key con-
straints affecting the labora-
tory's functioning, including 
inadequate infrastructure, 
shortage of  technical man-
power. He also sought his 
intervention in approval 
of  the proposal for hiring 
of  Technical Manpower, 
Chemicals, CRMs Consum-
ables etc. He requested the 
CEO, FSSAI for providing 
financial and technical 
assistance for construction 
of  new laboratory building 
at Srinagar and Jammu 
and upgrading the facil-
ity to improve quantity and 
volume of testing.

Div Com reviews arrangements for Ist 
International Film Festival of J&K
Directs departments to 
designate nodal officers 
for smooth conduct of 
festival

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir 
Anshul Garg Monday chaired 
a meeting to review prepara-
tions for the Ist International 
Film Festival of J&K (IFFJK), 
scheduled to be held from 
September 7 to 10 and organ-
ised by the Department of  
Information and Public  rela-
tions jammu and kashmir.

The meeting deliberated 
on the objectives of the festi-
val, the proposed programme 
of  events, and coordination 
among various government 
departments and stakehold-
ers to ensure its successful 
conduct.

Director Information 
and Public Relations Shreya 
Singhal, at the outset, made a 
detailed presentation outlin-
ing the vision and objectives 
of the festival, including pro-
motion of  cinematic excel-
lence, cultural exchange, cre-
ative collaboration, emerging 
filmmaking talent and inter-
national industry engage-
ment.

She apprised the meet-
ing of the planned activities, 
including the opening and 
closing ceremonies, curated 
film screenings, masterclass-
es, panel discussions, jury 
and filmmaker interactions, 
film tourism initiatives, net-

working and business meet-
ings, and dedicated engage-
ment with students and 
young filmmakers.

While reviewing the 
arrangements, Divisional 
Commissioner  Kashmir 
directed all the concerned 
departments to designate 
nodal officers for effective 
inter-departmental coordina-
tion and seamless execution 
of  the film festival-related 
activities.

He also directed the Direc-
tor Information and Public 
Relations  to prepare a com-
prehensive work chart for the 
event manager and partici-
pating departments, clearly 
defining roles, responsibili-
ties and timelines.

Emphasising the promo-
tion of  Kashmir's tourism 
potential, particularly emerg-
ing destinations,  Anshul 
Garg directed the Tourism 
Department to undertake 
focused branding of  new 
tourist locations to attract 
filmmakers and interna-
tional visitors. He also called 
for appropriate branding of  
shikaras and boats being uti-
lised during the festival.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner further stressed the 

need to integrate cultural 
programmes with the festival 
and showcase Kashmir's rich 
handloom and handicraft 
products at identified venues.

He advised the preparation 
of food menu suited to nation-
al and international guests 
and directed that bilingual 
service providers be desig-
nated through the outsourced 
agencies to facilitate effective 
communication.

Anshul Garg also called 
for organising heritage tours 
to locations identified by 
JKTDC and the Handicrafts 
& Handloom Department. He 
reviewed plans for custom-
ised tour packages, sightsee-
ing programmes and trans-
portation arrangements for 
visiting guests.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner issued a series of  
directions to officers from 
the Airport Authority, Dis-
trict Administrations of  Sri-
nagar and Baramulla, Sri-
nagar Municipal Corpora-
tion, Floriculture, KPDCL, 
Transport, Health, LCMA, 
AACL, Handicrafts & Han-
dloom, Hospitality & Pro-
tocol, Education and Police 
departments regarding their 
roles and responsibilities.

ACB Charges 7 SMC Officers Over 
Illegal Construction in Batamaloo

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau (ACB) has 
filed a chargesheet against 
10 persons, including seven 
officers of  the Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation 
(SMC), in connection with 
alleged illegal and unau-
thorised construction in 
Ward No. 28 of  Batamaloo 
near Tiny Hearts School, 
Tengpora.

The chargesheet in FIR 
No. 06/2023 registered at 
Police Station ACB Sri-
nagar was produced before 
the Court of  Special Judge, 
Anti-Corruption, Srinagar, 
for judicial determination.

According to the ACB, 
the accused include seven 
SMC officers and three pri-
vate individuals. The case 
pertains to alleged abuse of  
official position, criminal 
conspiracy and extending 
undue benefit to private 
beneficiaries.

The case was registered 
following allegations that 
officials posted in Ward No. 
28, Batamaloo, had alleg-
edly abused their official 
positions and entered into 
a conspiracy with Reyaz 
Ahmad Dar, son of  Abdul 
Rahim Dar, a resident of  
Tengpora, Batamaloo, to 
facilitate and allow illegal 
and unauthorised con-
struction in the area near 

Tiny Hearts School.
The ACB said its inves-

tigation, based on oral and 
documentary evidence, 
substantiated the allega-
tions against the accused 
government officials and 
private beneficiaries.

The accused have been 
booked under provisions 
of  the J&K Prevention of  
Corruption Act, the Ranbir 
Penal Code, the Registra-
tion of  Documents Act and 
the Evacuees (Administra-
tion of  Property) Act.

The chargesheet was 
filed after obtaining the 
requisite sanction for 
prosecution of  the public 
servants from the govern-
ment, the ACB said.

Ladakh Begins Population Self-
Enumeration for Census 2027

GMK NEWS NETWORK

LEH: Ladakh on Monday began the Population Self-
Enumeration exercise for Census 2027, with Lieutenant 
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena launching the second 
phase by completing his own self-enumeration in Leh.

According to the Lieutenant Governor, Ladakh is 
expected to become the first Union Territory in the coun-
try to complete Phase-II of  the Census exercise due to 
its prolonged winter, during which several areas remain 
snowbound.

The population enumeration exercise has a reference 
date of  October 1, 2026, while residents of  Ladakh have 
been given the opportunity to record their details through 
the self-enumeration facility from August 17 to August 31.

LG appealed to all residents to participate in the exer-
cise and ensure that their details are accurately recorded 
in the national database.

He said the exercise would provide the foundation for 
informed governance, equitable distribution of  resources 
and inclusive development.

The Lieutenant Governor also said participation in the 
census would help ensure that Ladakh's identity, aspira-
tions and requirements are adequately reflected in the 
national database.

The self-enumeration exercise forms part of  the prepa-
rations for Census 2027, with the Union Territory begin-
ning the process ahead of  the reference date in view of its 
distinctive geographical and climatic conditions.

CBI Arrests Sub-Inspector In 
Bribery Case

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
has arrested a Sub-Inspector of  the Jammu and Kashmir 
Police, posted at Police Station Janipur in Jammu, in an 
alleged bribery case.

The CBI registered a case on August 16 based on a com-
plaint alleging that the accused officer had demanded a 
bribe of Rs 20,000 from the complainant for not registering 
an FIR against him in connection with a marital dispute.

Following negotiations, the accused allegedly 
agreed to accept Rs 10,000 as a bribe, the agency said.
Geographic Reference The CBI laid a trap on August 
16 and caught the accused red-handed while allegedly 
demanding and accepting the bribe of  Rs 10,000 from 
the complainant.

Further investigation in the case is underway, the CBI 
said.

Army's Northern commander 
visits forward areas in Poonch

AGENCIES

JAMMU: Army's Northern Commander Lt Gen Pratik 
Sharma on Monday visited forward areas along the 
Line of  Control in the Poonch district, underscoring the 
need for continued vigilance and adopting innovative 
approaches to address emerging security challenges.

The General Officer Commanding-in-Chief reviewed 
the operational preparedness of  the formations and also 
interacted with the troops guarding the borders, the 
Army said.

"Lt Gen Sharma visited forward locations in Poonch 
and reviewed the operational preparedness of  the for-
mation. During the visit, he was briefed on the prevail-
ing security situation, operational readiness and the 
challenges of  deployment in the rugged terrain," the 
Army's Udhampur-based Northern Command said in 
a post on X.

The Army said the Northern Commander interact-
ed with troops serving in forward areas and appreci-
ated their resilience in maintaining mission-readiness 
despite the demanding terrain and weather conditions. 
He emphasised the need to remain vigilant and foster 
synergy.

Meanwhile, in another post, the northern command 
said students of  the Higher Defence Management course 
visited the command headquarters at Udhampur. "The 
scholar-warriors were briefed on the prevailing security 
environment, operational imperatives, Counter Terror-
ism dynamics, operational logistics, technology absorp-
tion and capability development in the Command," the 
army said.

Sakeena Itoo chairs 46th BoDs meet 

of JKSCSTBC Dev Corporation
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Social Welfare, Education , 
Health and Medical Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo  chaired 
the 46th meeting of   Board 
of  Directors (BoDs) of  the 
Jammu & Kashmir Sched-
uled Caste, Scheduled 
Tribe & Backward Classes 
(JKSCSTBC) Develop-
ment Corporation Limited  
at Civil Secretariat here 
Monday.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Commissioner Secre-
tary Planning Development 
& Monitoring, R. Alice Vaz; 
Commissioner Secretary, 
Law, Justice & Parliamen-
tary Affairs, Achal Sethi, 
Director General, Budget; 
Sultan Malik, MD JKSC-
STBC Development Cor-
poration;  Ranjeet Singh; 
Director Finance SWD, 
Seema Bhasin and other 
members of  the Board, 
besides senior officers of  
Social Welfare department 
and JKSCSTBC Develop-
ment Corporation.

During the meeting, the 
Board deliberated upon 
various important admin-
istrative, financial and 

policy matters concerning 
the functioning of  the Cor-
poration and took several 
key decisions.

Speaking during the 
meeting, the Minister 
emphasised on the need 
for the Corporation to 
function with greater effi-
ciency, transparency and 
responsiveness, with a 
focused approach towards 
ensuring that the intended 
benefits of  welfare and 
development schemes 
reach eligible beneficiaries 
in a timely manner.

She called for strength-
ening institutional mecha-
nisms, streamlining pro-
cedures and improving 
coordination among the 
concerned stakeholders 
to facilitate easier access 
to financial assistance, 
self-employment opportu-
nities and other support 
measures for the targeted 
communities.

“Welfare interventions 
should translate into tan-
gible improvements in the 
socio-economic conditions 
of  beneficiaries, particu-
larly through initiatives 
that encourage entrepre-
neurship, sustainable live-

lihoods and economic self-
reliance”, she observed.

The Minister directed 
the Corporation to main-
tain close engagement 
with beneficiaries and 
community representa-
tives, identify emerging 
requirements and take 
necessary measures to 
address genuine concerns 
within the prescribed 
framework.

She also appreciated the 
efforts of  the Corporation 
and stressed upon all con-
cerned officers to ensure 
transparency, account-
ability, efficiency and 
timely implementation of  
the decisions taken by the 
Board in the larger public 
interest.

During the meeting, 
the Board directed the 
Corporation to intensify 
and expedite the recov-
ery of  outstanding loans, 
particularly long-pending 
dues, and adopt all permis-
sible measures for effec-
tive follow-up and timely 
recovery. They asked the 
Corporation to establish 
online system for recovery 
and disbursement of  vari-
ous schemes.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Ruhullah’s 
Resignation Threat

T
he statement by Srinagar Lok Sabha member Aga 
Syed Ruhullah Mehdi that he has “made up his 
mind” to resign from Parliament is far more serious 
than an internal disagreement within the National 
Conference. It raises a fundamental question: what 

exactly is the political roadmap of the party that governs 
Jammu and Kashmir? Ruhullah is not merely threatening to 
vacate a parliamentary seat. He is questioning the political 
direction of a government elected with expectations of restor-
ing Jammu and Kashmir’s dignity, constitutional protections 
and political rights.
His proposed solution is even more striking: Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah should resign, return to Parliament and lead 
the fight for restoration of Jammu and Kashmir’s constitutional 
guarantees from the national political arena. This is not an 
ordinary political disagreement. It is a direct challenge to the 
NC leadership to explain whether the battle for J&K’s political 
rights is being fought with conviction, or merely being man-
aged through statements and resolutions.
Ruhullah’s position also exposes an uncomfortable contradiction. 
If Parliament is the most effective platform to demand restora-
tion of constitutional protections, then why should the elected 
Chief Minister have to wait for someone else to vacate the space 
before taking up that fight? And if the Chief Minister’s presence 
in Parliament would strengthen the cause, the party must explain 
why such a strategy has not already been seriously considered.
At the heart of this controversy is a much larger issue: what does 
restoration actually mean? For the people of Jammu and Kashmir, 
the debate cannot end with restoration of statehood alone. State-
hood matters, but so do political representation, constitutional 
safeguards, institutional autonomy, land and employment pro-
tections, and above all, the dignity and confidence of the people.
Ruhullah is right to insist that the conversation must go 
beyond statehood. The people deserve clarity on what their 
elected representatives are actually fighting for. But resigna-
tion cannot become a substitute for politics. If an elected MP 
believes that resigning will strengthen the movement, he must 
explain how abandoning an elected platform will produce 
greater political results. Parliament is precisely where national 
attention can be drawn to J&K’s concerns. Walking away from 
that platform may create headlines, but headlines alone do 
not change constitutional arrangements.
The National Conference, therefore, cannot afford to treat 
Ruhullah’s announcement as a family matter or an internal 
party quarrel. His reference to Dr Farooq Abdullah as a fatherly 
figure makes the issue emotionally compelling, but gover-
nance and constitutional politics cannot be settled through 
personal equations. The question belongs to the people. If 
Ruhullah has placed concrete proposals before Dr Farooq 
Abdullah, the party owes the public a serious response. It 
should not hide behind organisational discipline, personal 
relationships or closed-door negotiations.
Jammu and Kashmir has already witnessed too many political 
promises that ended in symbolism. The people now need a 
clear roadmap, measurable objectives and political account-
ability. The National Conference cannot demand patience from 
the people while remaining vague about its own strategy. If 
the party believes restoration of constitutional guarantees is 
its central political objective, let it say so unequivocally. If it 
has a negotiated roadmap with the Centre, let the public know 
its broad contours. If Parliament is the battlefield, let its MPs 
fight collectively. And if the Chief Minister's role must change 
to strengthen that battle, the party must have the courage to 
debate it openly. Ruhullah has thrown down a political gauntlet. 
The question is no longer whether he will resign in a few months.

       Broken Safeguards

Facing The Harsh Reality Of 
Violence Against Girls

NAZRANA MUSHTAQ

T
here are moments when words 
become painfully inadequate, 
when the human conscience is 
confronted with a reality so cruel 
that even silence begins to feel 

like an injustice. Violence against girls and 
women is not merely a criminal issue; it is 
a profound moral failure that exposes the 
darkest contradictions within our society.  
We speak endlessly about honour, morality, 
family, and culture, yet we continue to live 
in a world where a girl may be taught to fear 
the very society that claims to protect her. 
The question is painfully simple: Are girls 
really safe? Safe when they are children? 
Safe when they grow into young women? 
Safe when they become mothers? Safe even 
when they reach old age? Too often, the 
answer is frighteningly uncertain.

A girl enters this world with nothing 
but innocence. She does not understand 
hatred, violence, manipulation, or cruelty. 
She knows only the warmth of  a mother’s 
embrace, the security of  a father’s hand, the 
laughter of  childhood, and the dreams that 
slowly begin to take shape in her little heart.  

Yet, somewhere in that very world, 
there are people capable of  destroying 
that innocence through acts that words 
can scarcely describe. The recent case 
involving the innocent child Ayzel in 
Pakistan, forces us to confront a question 
that should haunt every conscience: What 
was her fault? What was the fault of  a child 
who had not yet learned the complexities 
of  the world? What did she do to deserve 
fear, pain, or suffering?  She was merely a 
child, innocent, vulnerable, and deserving 
of  nothing but love, protection, and a safe 
childhood. She had no fault. None. Her 
only “mistake” was being vulnerable in a 
world where some people choose to exploit 
vulnerability. And this is precisely where 
society must stop asking questions of  the 
victim and begin asking questions of  itself. 
Why do we sometimes teach girls how to 

protect themselves instead of  teaching boys 
and men to respect boundaries? Why are 
victims questioned about their clothes, 
their movements, their friendships, 
their whereabouts, and their decisions, 
while the actions of  perpetrators become 
secondary?  These questions are not merely 
uncomfortable; they are necessary.

A child does not need to understand 
danger in order to deserve protection. A 
woman does not lose her right to safety 
because of  what she wears, where she goes, 
or how she chooses to live. An elderly woman 
does not become less deserving of  dignity 
because she is old. Safety is not a privilege to 
be earned; it is a fundamental human right. 
The tragedy is that society often becomes 
emotional for a few days. Social media 
fills with outrage. People demand justice. 
Hashtags trend. Statements are issued. 
Then, gradually, the noise disappears, 
while the wounds remain.  For victims 
and their families, there is no convenient 
ending. Trauma does not disappear when 
the headlines do. Behind every statistic is 
a human being. Behind every number is a 
daughter.

Behind every case file is a family whose 
understanding of  the world may never 
be the same again.  And behind every 
innocent child is a future that deserved to 
unfold differently. We must also understand 
that silence can become another form of  

injustice. When people remain silent 
because the victim is unknown to them, 
they forget a fundamental truth: human 
suffering does not require personal 
acquaintance to deserve compassion.  Today 
it is someone else’s daughter. Tomorrow, 
the consequences of  a broken system may 
reach another family. A society cannot 
call itself  civilised merely because it has 
skyscrapers, universities, technology, or 
economic progress. True civilisation is 
measured by how safely its children can 
sleep, how confidently its women can walk, 
and how seriously it protects those who 
cannot protect themselves.

We need more than temporary outrage. 
We need accountability, effective laws, 
responsible institutions, awareness, 
education, and a culture in which consent 
and personal boundaries are understood 
from an early age. Children must be taught 
that their bodies belong to them and that they 
have the right to speak when something feels 
wrong. Families must create environments 
where children can speak without fear of  
being blamed or silenced. Most importantly, 
perpetrators must be held responsible.  The 
victim should never carry the burden of  the 
perpetrator’s crime. We must stop asking, 
“Why was she there?” and start asking, “Why 
did he choose to harm her?” We must stop 
asking, “Why did she trust someone?” and 
start asking, “Why was that trust betrayed?” 

We must stop searching for imperfections in 
victims and start confronting the cruelty of  
offenders. Because when society shifts even 
a fraction of  the blame onto the victim, it 
gives cruelty another victory. Ayzel’s story, 
and the stories of  countless other children 
whose names may never become known, 
should not simply provoke sadness. They 
should awaken responsibility.  

Their suffering should compel us to 
create a society in which childhood means 
innocence, not vulnerability; in which 
growing up means freedom, not fear; and 
in which being a girl never becomes a 
reason to live cautiously. A child should be 
worried about school, dreams, friendships, 
books, colours, and the future—not 
about surviving the cruelty of  adults. A 
girl should be allowed to dream without 
calculating the dangers surrounding her. A 
woman should be allowed to exist without 
constantly negotiating her safety. And 
an elderly woman should be able to live 
the final chapters of  her life with dignity 
and peace.  Perhaps the greatest question 
before us is not whether society is cruel, 
we already know that cruelty exists. The 
greater question is: What are we willing 
to do about it? Will we remain spectators, 
mourning every tragedy only after it 
happens? Or will we become a society that 
actively prevents such tragedies? Let us not 
allow Ayzel’s suffering to become another 
forgotten headline. Let her story become a 
question directed at every conscience: If  an 
innocent child was not safe, then who among 
us is truly safe?  And perhaps, somewhere 
between our silence and our outrage, we 
must finally discover the courage to build 
a society where no child has to ask why 
the world failed to protect her. Because 
childhood should be a sanctuary—not a 
battlefield. Innocence should be protected—
not punished. And every girl, regardless of  
her age, deserves to live without fear.  

Nazrana Mushtaq is a published author 
known for her poignant and evocative 
storytelling, which explores themes of  

identity, resilience, and the often-unheard 
voices of  women. She has established herself  

as a compelling voice in contemporary  
literature, drawing readers into the interior 

lives of  her characters with empathy and 
unflinching honesty.

REALITIES OF RACISM

Unequal Comrades In The Rituals Of Revolution

BHABANI SHANKAR NAYAK

P
rofessor Jason Arday’s 
death has reignited the 
question of  racism in 
Britain and the urgent 
need for an anti racist 

movement to ensure an egalitarian 
society, free from all forms of  
discrimination and exploitation. 
However, the movement looks like 
an uphill task if  people of  colour 
do not fight racism together. 
Racism is not merely an issue 
confined to universities and the 
media, where it led to the public 
lynching of  Professor Arday even 
before his death, racism is what 
took his life. His death has become 
a cause célèbre in the fight against 
racism in Britain. The struggle 
remains uphill, as white privilege 
fails to understand or experience 
the racism that people of  colour 
endure daily. Most institutions 
are embedded with racism, and 
trade unions are not free from 
white entitlement based on racial 
bias. White supremacist ideology 
has even penetrated trade union 
movements, where unions and 
their white leadership neither 
understand nor care about racial 
discrimination. This is not new. 
History continues to display the 
racial past as a lively present. Alfie 
Hancox’s powerful essay, “When 
British Trade Unionists Debated 
Black Power,” published in the New 
Socialist on 30 September 2023, is a 
historic reminder, and a warning,  a 
tutorial for today’s trade unionists.

Historically, exclusionary 
practices among white trade 
unionists marked the “immigrant 
strikes” of  1960s and 1970s 
Britain. In those years, people 
of  colour from India, Pakistan 
and other former colonies fought 
unitedly against racial wage 
inequality, workplace hierarchies 

and segregated factory toilets in 
Birmingham, Lancashire and the 
East Midlands. “Defying the racial 
division of  labour which separated 
Asian and Afro Caribbean workers 
at the point of  production, activists 
from Britain’s former colonies 
began uniting under a Black 
political umbrella” (Hancox, 2023). 
Trade unions were hostile to such 
alliances of  people of  colour in 
their struggle against racism, 
inequality and exploitation. This is 
well documented in John Wrench’s 
book, Unequal Comrades: Trade 
Unions, Equal Opportunity and 
Racism (Centre for Research in 
Ethnic Relations, University of  
Warwick, Coventry, 1986). Despite 
subsequent improvements, 
Unequal Comrades remains a 
testament to, and continues to 
define, trade union movements 
and trade unionist leadership in 
contemporary Britain.

White supremacist ideology, 
shaped by racialised colonial 
capitalism, has deeply, or at 
least partially, influenced the 
consciousness of  white trade 
unionists and the movement they 
led. The residue of  this influence 
continues to guide contemporary 
trade union leadership. It appears 
as if  the racial past survives in the 
present: many people of  colour 
feel either frustrated at being 
unrepresented or distrustful of  
white trade union leadership, 
owing to past betrayals and a 
lack of  progressive political 
consciousness around racial and 
other forms of  discrimination. 
Racism is an everyday lived 
experience for people of  colour 
in the workplace and in British 
society today, one that has 
claimed many lives in the past and 
continues to take a toll on their 
lives and livelihoods.

The experiences and expressions 
of  people of  colour are constantly 
undermined within trade union 
bureaucracies led by white trade 
unionists. Undermining their 
lived experiences and denying 
the conditions and contexts of  
their expression lies at the heart 
of  denying their very existence, 

which is the core of  racist white 
supremacist ideology. That 
ideology continues to inform the 
operational structures, trade 
union leadership and racialised 
hierarchies of  contemporary 
Britain.

People of  colour regularly raise 
issues of  racism with their trade 
unions and leadership, but the 
unions do nothing; they do not 
even raise these concerns with 
management, nor do they provide 
legal support to victims of  racism 
and other forms of  discrimination. 
Trade union leadership often 
employs strategies of  bullying to 
undermine and divert attention 
from the core issue of  racism 
and racial discrimination in the 
workplace. Such a depoliticised, 
ideologically sterile, reactionary 
and racist environment is a 
product of  racialised colonial 
capitalism, in which trade 
union leadership has become a 
cadre of  managerial lieutenants 
perpetuating managerialism, 
which destroys working class 
unity and solidarity for a radical 
struggle to end racial and all 
other forms of  discrimination, 
inequality and exploitation.

The failure of  trade union 
leadership to understand racism 
beyond lip service, coupled 
with a lack of  support and legal 
guidance, weakens the trade union 

movement in matters of  wage 
bargaining, workplace support 
and radical social transformation. 
In this way, trade union leadership 
plays a reactionary role rather 
than contributing to a progressive 
transformation of  the workplace, 
working conditions and society. 
Such a process compromises the 
revolutionary potential of  the 
trade union movement.

It does not stop there. The 
unaccountable white trade union 
bureaucracy and its opportunistic 
leadership harass, bully, outsource 
responsibilities and create a 
toxic environment to ensure that 
activists of  colour either leave 
the unions or become the targets 
of  concocted stories to persecute 
active trade union members from 
ethnic minorities and active white 
working class members. Leon 
Trotsky, despite all his ideological 
deviations and reformism, 
was spot on in his analysis of  
the inherent predicaments of  
“The Trade Unions in Britain” 
(September 1933), published as a 
Labour Press Pamphlet in 1971. 
Trotsky’s anatomy of  the limits 
of  the trade union movement 
in Britain continues to define 
trade union leadership and its 
unconscious bias when it comes to 
issues of  racism faced by people of  
colour. Silencing people of  colour 
is not an option or an alternative.

The compliance culture within 
trade union movement looks 
exactly compliance culture of  
capitalism. The trade union 
leaders compromised positions 
with management and complicit 
with racism looks historically like 
“Quaker Complicity with Slavery”. 
This story of  white hypocrisy is 
well documented in the works of  
Watkins, M. (2025) on Wrestling 
with White Hypocrisy, Racism, and 
Self-Interest: Quaker Complicity 
with Slavery (1657–1776) and White 
Supremacy. Talking about rituals 
of  revolution and practicing 
reactionary racist politics of  
hierarchy is merely hypocrisy 
and a self-defeating proposition. It 
neither helps individual leadership 
nor promotes the movements 
they lead in the name of  trade 
unionism. So, the alternatives are 
clear: be democratic, be decolonial, 
and follow the non-hierarchical 
principles of  the trade union 
movement in letter and spirit. 
Equality and justice are not the 
ideals for bargain.

The revisionist and reactionary 
trend within the toxic culture 
of  leadership of  the trade union 
movement is neither an alternative 
for white workers nor for ethnic 
minority workers. It does not help 
to build trust, unity or solidarity. 
A revolutionary trade union 
movement and its leadership must 
understand the needs and desires 
of  its membership, and beyond, if  it 
wishes to stay relevant; otherwise, 
it will perish without a clear 
understanding. The alternative is 
not division and further weakening 
of the trade union movement. Trade 
union leadership, irrespective of  
skin colour, needs political and 
ideological consciousness—not 
only about race, but also about all 
other grounds of  discrimination, 
exploitation, inequality and 
marginalisation. Perish together 
or fight unitedly on both individual 
and collective issues. There is no 
hiding ground other than being 
accountable to the workers. 

The author can be mailed at 
bhabani79@gmail.com
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       Hidden Geometry Of Votes And Power

When Democracy Becomes Mathematical Problem

DR. REYAZ AHMAD

D
emocracy is often described 
in the language of  politics: 
campaigns, parties, ideolo-
gies, candidates, constitu-
tions and elections. Yet 

beneath every election lies another 
language that receives far less public 
attention, the language of  mathematics. 
Who wins an election may depend not 
only on how people vote but also on how 
electoral boundaries are drawn, how 
votes are counted, how preferences are 
ranked and how collective choices are 
mathematically converted into political 
power. In other words, democracy has a 
mathematical architecture. And some-
times, that architecture can produce 
results that appear surprising, unfair 
or even contrary to what most voters 
seem to want.

Two particularly fascinating exam-
ples reveal how deeply mathematics 
enters democratic life: gerrymandering, 
where geometry can influence political 
representation, and voting paradoxes, 
where even perfectly honest voters can 
collectively produce contradictory out-
comes.

Understanding these mathematical 
ideas does not require advanced math-
ematics. But it does reveal something 
important: designing a fair democracy 
is considerably more complicated than 
simply saying, “the majority should 
rule.”

When the Shape of  a District 
Changes an Election

Imagine a region containing 100 
voters. Fifty-five support Party A and 
forty-five support Party B. One might 
reasonably expect Party A to win 
approximately 55 per cent of  the rep-
resentation. But suppose the region 
is divided into five electoral districts. 
Depending on how those boundaries are 
drawn, Party A could win four districts, 
three districts, or perhaps only two. The 
voters have not changed. Their political 
preferences have not changed. Only the 
geometry has changed.

This is the basic mathematical prin-
ciple behind gerrymandering: electoral 
boundaries can be designed in ways that 
concentrate or distribute voters stra-
tegically, thereby changing political 
outcomes.

Two commonly discussed techniques 
are known as packing and cracking.

Packing means concentrating large 
numbers of  opposing voters into a small 
number of  districts. They win those 
districts overwhelmingly, but many of  
their votes become electorally unneces-
sary.

Cracking does the opposite. Opposi-
tion voters are divided among several 
districts so that they remain minorities 
in each one. The mathematics is simple 
but powerful. Suppose Party B has 40 
percent of  the voters. If  those voters are 
concentrated into two districts where 
they receive 90 percent of  the vote, they 
may win only two seats out of  five. Their 
overwhelming majorities in those dis-
tricts do not help them elsewhere.

A map can therefore transform votes 
into seats in a highly unequal manner. 
This is why modern electoral analysis 
increasingly uses mathematics, geom-
etry, statistics and computer science to 
evaluate district maps.

Can Geometry Measure Political 
Fairness?

One approach involves measuring 
the compactness of  electoral districts. 
A district shaped approximately like a 
circle, square or other relatively regular 
geometric figure may appear more nat-
ural than one containing narrow cor-
ridors, tentacles or strangely winding 
boundaries. Mathematicians have pro-
posed several compactness measures. 
One widely discussed measure is the 
Polsby–Popper score, given approxi-
mately by.

The following equations are inserted 
as editable Microsoft Word equation 
objects: where (A) represents the area 
of  the district and (P) its perimeter. A 
perfectly circular district receives the 
maximum value of  1. As the bound-
ary becomes more irregular, the score 
generally decreases. At first sight, this 
seems to offer an objective mathemati-
cal test for suspicious electoral maps. 
But democracy rarely gives us such easy 
answers.

A strangely shaped district is not 
automatically unfair. Natural geography, 
municipal boundaries, rivers, mountains, 
population concentrations and communi-
ties with shared interests may all produce 
irregular constituencies.

Conversely, even a visually compact 
district can sometimes produce parti-
san advantages. Mathematics therefore 
provides evidence—not an automatic 

verdict.
Counting the Votes That Do Not 

Matter
Another measure sometimes used in 

discussions of  partisan redistricting is 
the efficiency gap. The idea is based on 
what are called “wasted votes.”

In a winner-takes-all district, votes 
for the losing candidate are considered 
wasted for this particular calculation. 
Votes cast for the winner beyond the 
number required to win are also count-
ed as wasted. Suppose a candidate needs 
51 votes to win but receives 80. The addi-
tional 29 votes did not change the result 
of  that district.

If  one party systematically wastes 
far more votes than another because of  
the way districts are designed, the over-
all map may create a representational 
advantage for its opponent.

The efficiency gap compares the 
wasted votes of  the two parties relative 
to the total votes cast.

Again, the importance of  the concept 
lies not in claiming that one formula can 
define democracy, but in showing that 
political representation can be studied 
quantitatively.
•	 Geometry tells us something.
•	 Statistics tells us something.
•	 Graph theory tells us something.
•	 But none alone tells us everything.

Electoral Maps as Graph-Theory 
Problems

Modern mathematics allows us to go 
even further. An electoral map can be 
represented as a graph. In graph theory, 
geographic areas can be represented as 
vertices, or nodes, while shared borders 
between them become edges connecting 
those nodes.

The redistricting problem then 
becomes a mathematical partitioning 
problem:

How can thousands of  geographic 
units be divided into districts that are 
contiguous, similar in population, rea-
sonably compact and respectful of  exist-
ing communities?

Computer algorithms can generate 
thousands, or even millions, of  alterna-
tive maps satisfying predetermined legal 
and geographic conditions. Researchers 
can then compare an actual electoral 
map with this large collection of  pos-
sible maps. If  the real map produces an 
extraordinarily unusual advantage for 
one political party compared with most 
mathematically reasonable alterna-
tives, that may provide evidence worthy 
of  closer scrutiny.

This is one of  the most important 
contributions mathematics can make 
to democracy. Rather than beginning 
with the accusation, “This map looks 
unfair,” mathematical modelling allows 
us to ask:

How unusual is this map com-
pared with thousands of plausible 
alternatives?

That is a much more rigorous ques-
tion.

But district boundaries are only half  
the mathematical story.

Even when electoral maps are per-
fectly fair, another problem remains.

How should votes themselves be 
counted?

Why “Majority Rules” Is More 
Complicated Than It Sounds

If  there are only two candidates, 
voting appears simple.

Candidate A receives 60 percent.
Candidate B receives 40 percent.
Candidate A wins.
But introduce a third candidate and 

democracy suddenly becomes math-
ematically more complicated.

Consider three candidates: A, B and 
C.

Suppose:
· 40 percent of  voters prefer A first, B 
second and C third;
· 35 percent prefer B first, C second and 
A third;
· 25 percent prefer C first, A second and 
B third.

Candidate A has the largest number 
of  first-choice votes and might therefore 
win under a plurality system.

Yet 60 percent of  voters prefer some-
one else as their first choice.

Now compare the candidates pair-
wise.

Depending on the preference struc-
ture, it is possible for voters collectively 
to prefer A over B, B over C, and yet C 
over A.

Symbolically,
This resembles the familiar game of  

rock-paper-scissors.
The collective preference becomes 

cyclical.
This phenomenon is associated with 

what is known as the Condorcet para-

dox.
Every voter individually may have 

perfectly rational preferences.
Yet when those preferences are com-

bined, society can appear irrational.
This is one of  the deepest mathemati-

cal lessons of  democracy:
Individual rationality does not nec-

essarily produce collective rationality.
Arrow’s Impossibility Theorem
The difficulty becomes even more 

profound through one of  the most cel-
ebrated results in mathematical eco-
nomics: Arrow’s Impossibility Theo-
rem, developed by economist Kenneth 
Arrow.

Arrow asked whether a voting system 
could convert individual ranked prefer-
ences into a collective ranking while 
satisfying several seemingly reasonable 
democratic principles.

Among them were ideas such as:
· voters should be free to rank alterna-
tives in any order;
· if  everyone prefers A to B, society 
should also prefer A to B;

· the ranking between A and B should 
not be manipulated merely by introduc-
ing an irrelevant third option;
· no single voter should always deter-
mine society’s preference.

The remarkable result is that, when 
there are at least three alternatives, no 
rank-order voting rule can satisfy all such 
desirable conditions simultaneously.

This does not mean democracy is 
impossible.

It means something subtler and more 
important:

there is no perfect voting system.
Every electoral mechanism involves 

trade-offs.
Plurality voting has weaknesses.
Runoff  systems have weaknesses.
Ranked-choice systems have weak-

nesses.
Proportional representation systems 

have their own compromises.
Democratic institutions therefore 

cannot simply search for a mathemati-
cally perfect voting mechanism because 
mathematics tells us that perfection 
itself  may be unattainable under cer-
tain assumptions.

The real question becomes: Which 
imperfections are we willing to accept?

Ranked-Choice Voting: A Better 
Solution?

One alternative attracting attention 
in several democratic systems is ranked-
choice voting, sometimes implemented 
through instant-runoff  procedures.

Instead of  selecting only one candi-
date, voters rank candidates:
1. first preference,
2. second preference,
3. third preference, and so on.

If  one candidate obtains the required 
majority of  first preferences, that can-
didate wins.

Otherwise, the candidate with the 
fewest first-choice votes may be elimi-
nated, and those ballots are transferred 
according to voters’ next preferences. 
The process continues until a candidate 
satisfies the winning condition.

One advantage is that voters can 
express more information than under 
a simple one-choice ballot.

It can also reduce certain forms of  
“spoiler” effect, where two similar 
candidates divide their supporters and 
allow a less broadly preferred candidate 
to win.

But ranked-choice voting is not a 
mathematical miracle.

Depending on its precise form, it 
can fail some desirable voting crite-
ria. Under instant-runoff  voting, for 
example, unusual situations can arise 
in which gaining additional support 
does not necessarily improve a candi-
date’s outcome—a phenomenon related 
to non-monotonicity.

Again, mathematics teaches caution.
Every electoral rule rewards some 

structures of  preference while handling 
others less elegantly.

Democracy Is an Optimization 
Problem Without a Perfect Objec-
tive Function

A mathematician might describe 
electoral design as a kind of  optimiza-
tion problem.

We would like electoral systems 
simultaneously to maximize:

fair representation,
voter choice,
geographic coherence,
political stability,
simplicity,
minority representation,
accountability,
and public confidence.
But these objectives can conflict.

A system maximizing proportional 
representation may weaken the direct 
geographic connection between repre-
sentatives and constituencies.

A system emphasizing local repre-
sentation may produce disproportional 
national outcomes.

A rule encouraging broad coalition-
building may reduce the chances of  
smaller ideological parties.

There is therefore no single objective 
function called “democratic fairness” 
waiting to be maximized.

Different societies assign different 
weights to different democratic values.

Mathematics can reveal the conse-
quences of  those choices.

It cannot make those value judg-
ments for us.

Why Citizens Should Understand 
the Mathematics of Democracy

In an age of  data analytics, artificial 
intelligence and computational politics, 
citizens need more than political slogans.

They need mathematical literacy.
When electoral boundaries are pro-

posed, people should understand why 
measures of  compactness, proportional-
ity and statistical bias matter.

When voting reforms are suggested, 
they should ask what mathematical 
properties the new system satisfies—
and which ones it sacrifices.

When politicians claim that an elec-
toral rule is “completely fair,” citizens 
should be sceptical.

Mathematics has already shown us 
that democratic systems inevitably 
involve compromises.

That does not weaken democracy.
It can strengthen it.
Because a mature democracy does 

not pretend that institutional design is 
simple.

It examines its rules carefully, tests 
them quantitatively and remains will-
ing to improve them.

Mathematics Cannot Choose Our 
Leaders—but It Can Protect the Rules

Mathematics should never be allowed 
to replace democratic judgment.

No equation can determine which 
political philosophy is correct.

No algorithm can decide what citi-
zens ought to believe.

No geometric formula can fully 
define justice.

But mathematics can expose hidden 
distortions.

It can reveal when constituency 
boundaries produce extreme outcomes.

It can demonstrate why apparently 
simple voting rules sometimes behave 
unpredictably.

It can compare electoral alternatives 
rigorously rather than rhetorically.

And perhaps most importantly, 
mathematics can remind us that democ-
racy is not merely an act performed on 
election day.

It is a system designed through rules.
Those rules determine how millions 

of  individual voices become collective 
power.

Whenever rules convert preferences 
into outcomes, mathematics is already 
present.

The real democratic question, there-
fore, is not whether mathematics should 
enter politics.

It already has.
The question is whether citizens 

understand enough mathematics to rec-
ognize when the numbers, boundaries 
and voting rules shaping their democ-
racy are genuinely serving them.

The author can be mailed at 
reyaz56@gmail.com

Two particu-
larly fascinat-
ing examples 

reveal how deeply 
mathematics enters 
democratic life: ger-
rymandering, where 
geometry can influ-
ence political repre-
sentation, and voting 
paradoxes, where 
even perfectly honest 
voters can collective-
ly produce contradic-
tory outcomes.
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“CM Should
the proposal was his response to remarks 

made by NC president Dr Farooq Abdullah 
and was intended as a way to resolve the dif-
ferences rather than as a condition for his 
resignation.

He has previously indicated that he intends 
to resign from Parliament but said he wanted 
to make further attempts to advance his politi-
cal campaign before taking the final step.

“I have made up my mind. I want to be 
able to do a few more things. After that, I will 
resign,” he said, adding that he was talking 
about “a few months”, not a year.

Ruhullah said his parliamentary position 
had provided him a platform to raise the 
issue of  Jammu and Kashmir’s constitutional 
status and lobby with political parties outside 
the region.

He said resigning would mean losing that 
platform, including the ability to lobby and 
conduct outreach through Parliament.

The Srinagar MP also said he felt increas-
ingly distanced from the party’s functioning 
and decision-making, and described the situ-
ation as creating a “moral compulsion” to 
consider leaving.

“There is no one to compel me. Whatever I 
have to do, I will do it on the level of  morality 
and conviction,” he said.

He also criticised the party for not issuing 
him a formal show-cause notice if  it believed 
he had acted against its ideology, agenda or 
manifesto.

Ruhullah said he remained open to recon-
sidering his decision if  his proposals were 
accepted, but otherwise reiterated that his 
exit could come within months.

India’s Spirit Of
of  Mulaqat is to listen to one another, under-

stand one another, respect one another and, 
wherever there is distance between hearts, 
take the first step towards dialogue.

Through programmes such as Mulaqat, we 
must create a culture in which people belong-
ing to all faiths, all systems of  worship and 
all sections of  society sit together, discuss 
issues, examine the truth and assess reality. 
Wherever a wall has been erected between 
people, everyone must work together to bring 
it down," the Lieutenant Governor said.

He also outlined a six-point roadmap for the 
future and called upon administration and all 
sections of  society to Institutionalise regular 
interfaith dialogues in schools, colleges, and 
community centres to foster understanding 
among youth. He stressed on Youth Peace 
Ambassadors and called upon youth to lead 
initiatives in cultural exchange, community 
service, and environmental protection.

He noted that preserving historical and cul-
tural sites as common heritage through joint 
participation of  citizens and administration 
is significant. The Lieutenant Governor urged 
youth to promote digital literacy and counter 
misinformation to safeguard public trust.

“It is the collective responsibility of  the 
public and the administration to ensure that 
youth receive an education that teaches them 
to ask questions, access to technology that 
guides them towards progress, and the char-
acter that inspires patriotism and nation-
building,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

He also highlighted the role of  social justice 
and equal opportunities for progressive soci-
ety and asked all the stakeholders to ensure 
impartial systems that deliver education, 
employment, healthcare, and justice to all citi-
zens. In his sixth and last recommendation, 
the Lieutenant Governor asked for constitut-
ing Village Peace Committees, representing 
all sections of  society to strengthen compas-
sion, humanity and development.

The Lieutenant Governor stressed that 
while governments can make laws and admin-
istrations can provide systems, true harmony 
is built by the people themselves. He called 
upon administrative officers to ensure the 
safety of  citizens, equal opportunities in 
development and proper implementation of  
welfare schemes.

On the occasion, Lieutenant Governor 
flagged off  the Tiranga Yatra from Sports 
Stadium, Pulwama. He also commended the 
people of  Pulwama for their enthusiastic par-
ticipation in the 'Har Ghar Tiranga' and other 
national integration programmes.

Shri Javaid Iqbal Matoo, DIG South Kash-
mir Range; Dr. Basharat Qayoom, Deputy 
Commissioner, Pulwama; Ms. Tanushree, SSP 
Pulwama; Shri Wajahat Farooq Bhat, Chair-
man, Save Youth Save Future Foundation; Ms 
Anika Nazir, Women's Wing President, Shri 
Mudasir Dar, Zonal President (South Kash-
mir) and other members of  the Foundation; 
senior officials, civil society members, promi-
nent citizens, people from different walks of  
life and youth in large number attended the 
Mulaqat programme. 

LG Visits Shri
of  Samadhi Pratishtha Divas, Nag Pan-

chami Mahotsav, and the Purnahuti of  the 
Yajna. He also laid the foundation stone for 
initiatives dedicated to heritage and cultural 
preservation.

In his address, the Lieutenant Governor 
expressed deep reverence for the Ashram, 
which has preserved the wisdom of  sages. 
Paying homage to Swami Ashokanand Ji 

Maharaj, the Lieutenant Governor recalled 
his visionary resolve in 1937, which trans-
formed the Ashram into a vibrant spiritual 
centre. He noted that Swami Ashokanand 
Ji Maharaj envisioned not merely a place of  
worship but a living institution that carried 
forward the eternal message of  Sanatana 
Dharma while serving the real needs of  soci-
ety.

“His legacy of  service, discipline, and dedi-
cation continues to inspire generations. When 
Swami Ashokanand Ji Maharaj left his mortal 
body in 1971, he left behind a living tradition 
of  service, discipline, sadhana, and dedication 
that can still be felt in every activity of  this 
ashram,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor emphasised that 
Indian civilisation has always seen spiritual-
ity and nature as inseparable. Quoting the 
Isha Upanishad, he reminded the gathering 
that the Divine pervades all creation. In the 
context of  global climate challenges, the Lieu-
tenant Governor urged the youth to embrace 
their responsibility towards rivers, forests, 
animals, and all living beings, ensuring that 
development remains sustainable and in har-
mony with nature.

Highlighting new initiatives at the Ashram, 
including the construction of  a Yatri Niwas, 
renovation works, a dining complex, and the 
expansion of  the Yajnashala, the Lieutenant 
Governor expressed confidence that these 
projects would embody faith transformed 
into action. He stressed that spirituality in 
Indian culture means responsibility towards 
the world, performed with selfless service.

Drawing from the Bhagavad Gita, the Lieu-
tenant Governor reiterated Lord Krishna’s 
teaching and underlined that when action 
becomes service and service becomes dedica-
tion, even ordinary work becomes sadhana.

The Lieutenant Governor praised the Ash-
ram’s affiliation with the Swami Vivekananda 
Kendra, Kanyakumari, which serves on the 
principle of  “Atmano Mokshartham Jagad 
Hitaya Cha” - for one’s own liberation and 
for the welfare of  the world. The Lieutenant 
Governor urged the youth to draw inspiration 
from Swami Vivekananda’s message of  self-
confidence, fearlessness, and selfless service, 
reminding them that true strength lies within 
and that every individual is the maker of  their 
own destiny.

Reaffirming India’s timeless philosophy of  
unity in diversity, the Lieutenant Governor 
said that India’s strength lies in respecting 
diversity while moving forward together. The 
message of  Sarva Dharma Samabhava (equal 
respect for all religions), he said, has been 
India’s gift to the world.

“Swami Vivekananda said that a human 
being’s real strength lies within, and no 
one needs to consider themselves weak. No 
matter how difficult your circumstances may 
be, within you lies the capacity for growth, 
change, and great work. Swami Vivekananda 
also revealed the secret of  true success and 
true happiness, saying that the person who is 
truly rich is one who serves without expect-
ing any reward and acts with a selfless spirit. 
Therefore, through the Satsang of  the ash-
ram’s volunteers, devotees, and office-bearers, 
there is a need to inspire society towards self-
less action,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

Padma Shri Brij Lal Bhat, Chairman, 
Administrative Committee, Shri Ramakrish-
na Mahasammelan Ashram, Vivekananda 
Kendra, Nagdandi; Shri Brij Mohan Sharma, 
Principal Secretary, Culture Department; 
Shri Anshul Garg, Divisional Commissioner, 
Kashmir; Shri Javid Iqbal Mattoo, DIG South 
Kashmir; Shri Amod Ashok Nagpure, SSP 
Anantnag; Dr. Bilal Mohiuddin Bhat, Deputy 
Commissioner Anantnag; Shri Shivanand 
Rohit Raina; members of  Shri Ramakrishna 
Mahasammelan Ashram and Vivekananda 
Rock Memorial and Vivekananda Kendra, 
Kanyakumari; senior officials, prominent 
citizens and devotees in large number were 
present. 

LG Flags Off Holy
for the holy Shri Budha Amarnath Ji Yatra 

from the Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas, while 
extending warm wishes to all pilgrims for a 
safe and spiritually fulfilling pilgrimage.

The Lieutenant Governor expressed deep 
appreciation to the Baba Amarnath and 
Budha Amarnath Yatri Nyas along with VHP 
and Bajrang Dal, local authorities, langar 
organisations and civil society groups for 
their meticulous coordination and compre-
hensive arrangements ensuring the smooth 
conduct of  the pilgrimage and the Budha 
Amarnath Ji Mela.

"The sacred journey to Baba Budha Amar-
nath's abode is a deeply enlightening experi-
ence. I firmly believe this pilgrimage brings 
profound transformation and reveals life’s 
deepest truths to every devotee," the Lieuten-
ant Governor said.

A large gathering of  eminent spiritual lead-
ers, religious heads, public representatives, 
senior civil and police administrators, secu-
rity officials, prominent citizens, and enthusi-
astic devotees attended the flag-off  ceremony.

BJP Hits Streets In
of  failing to deliver on promises made 

during the elections and alleged that the issue 
of  restoration of  statehood was being used 
to divert public attention from governance-

related concerns.
He said the BJP wanted the government to 

work effectively and would continue to act as a 
"constructive opposition", but warned that the 
party would intensify its agitation at district, 
town and local levels if  public concerns were 
not addressed.

Jugal Kishore Sharma alleged that the 
government had failed to provide adequate 
basic amenities, including roads, electricity 
and drinking water, despite repeated assur-
ances. He demanded that the government take 
responsibility for its alleged failures.

LoP Sharma accused the administration of  
corruption and poor governance, saying the 
BJP had initially sought to confine its role to 
constructive opposition but was compelled to 
take its campaign to the streets over what he 
described as continued failures.

MLA Sham Lal Sharma alleged discrimina-
tion against the Jammu region and said the 
government would be held accountable both 
inside the Assembly and on the streets.

MLA Vikram Randhawa also criticised 
Chief  Minister Omar Abdullah, alleging that 
the government was more focused on protocol 
and political posturing than addressing public 
concerns.

BJP Mahila Morcha president Neha Maha-
jan raised issues concerning employment 
opportunities for youth, unemployment and 
commitments made to women during the elec-
tions.

The BJP leaders also questioned the NC 
government over its demands for restora-
tion of  statehood, stating that the Centre had 
already indicated that statehood would be 
restored at an appropriate time, and alleged 
that the government had failed to deliver on 
its electoral commitments—(KNO)

Ram Madhav, Smriti
secretaries from different states.
Former Rajasthan chief  minister Vasund-

hara Raje Scindia, Baijayant Jay Panda and 
Rekha Verma have been retained as vice presi-
dents.

Generations Unite
Kashmir.
The congregation extended onto the 

Nowhatta-Khanyar road stretch, as devotees 
from different parts of  the Valley joined the 
annual observance.

Authorities and shrine management had 
made arrangements for security and the con-
venience of  devotees, while the huge gather-
ing also affected traffic movement in several 
downtown areas.

Long queues of  vehicles were reported in 
Rainawari, Khanyar, Nowpora, Bohri Kadal, 
Hawal and adjoining areas following the clo-
sure of  the Khawaja Bazar road for the con-
gregation.

Meanwhile, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, who 
traditionally leads the Khoja Digar prayers, 
said he had been placed under house arrest 
and prevented from attending the gathering.

“Ahead of  the centuries-old tradition of  
Khoje Digar at the shrine of  Naqshband Sahib, 
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq has been placed under 
house arrest, barring him from delivering the 
traditional sermon and offering prayers at the 
historic shrine,” the Mirwaiz Manzil said in 
a post on X.

Despite his absence, thousands continued to 
gather at the shrine, turning the historic lanes 
of  downtown Srinagar into a sea of  prayer, 
faith and tradition—(KNO)

‘J&K, Ladakh Record
anticipated figures is observed for the month 

of  July-2026 in terms of  Energy Requirement 
for Haryana, HP, UTs of  J&K and Ladakh, 
Rajasthan, and Uttarakhand and in terms of  
Peak Demand similar variation is noted for 
Chandigarh, Haryana, HP, UTs of  J&K and 
Ladakh, Punjab and Rajasthan,” NRPC said.

The Committee urged such states and UTs 
to submit reason for such variations so that 
the same can be deliberated in the meeting—
(KNO)

Airfare Rules To
he said.
The court was hearing a plea filed by social 

activist S Laxminarayanan, who has sought 
a robust and independent regulator that 
ensures transparency and passenger pro-
tection across the civil aviation sector and 
regulatory guidelines to control the “unpre-
dictable fluctuations” in airfare and ancillary 
charges imposed by private airlines in India.

Senior advocate Ravindra Srivastava, 
appearing in the matter for the petitioner, 
told the bench that till the time the new rules 
come into force, the old rules are operating.

Questioning the “lack of  willingness” on 
the part of  authorities and the effectiveness 
of  the existing mechanism, he argued that 
airlines are charging exorbitant fares.

Referring to a statement of  the civil aviation 
minister in Parliament, Srivastava contended 
it was said that the government cannot cap 
airfares.

Kaushik assured the bench that the process 
of  finalising the rules would be completed 
within three weeks.

The bench perused the draft rules placed 
before it in the sealed cover.

“There is a mechanism suggested but regu-
lator, we are not sure,” it observed.

It noted that Kaushik has requested for 
some more time to get the draft rules final-
ised and place before the bench within three 
weeks and posted the matter for hearing on 
September 7.

On July 13, the top court had asked the 
Centre to place the rules framed under the 
Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam, 2024, before 
it.

It had said the rules be placed before it in 
a sealed cover, irrespective of  whether those 
have been placed before Parliament.

While hearing the plea on May 15, the apex 
court said there should be some rationalisa-
tion of  airfares and asked the Centre to pro-
vide relief  to flyers.

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, who was 
then appearing in the matter for the Centre, 
had told the bench that the new enactment of  
2024 had come into effect in January 2025 and 
the corresponding rules were in the process 
of  being prepared.

On November 17 last year, the top court 
sought responses from the Centre and others 
on Laxminarayanan’s plea seeking a robust 
and independent regulator that ensures trans-
parency and passenger protection across the 
civil aviation sector.

While hearing the matter in January, the 
top court said it would interfere with the 
“unpredictable fluctuations” in airfares and 
flagged the exorbitant rise during festivals.

It had termed the exorbitant rise in airfares 
by the airlines “exploitation” and asked the 
Centre and the Directorate General of  Civil 
Aviation to file their replies on the plea.

The plea claims that all private airlines 
have, without any credible justification, 
reduced the free check-in baggage allowance 
for economy-class passengers from 25 kg to 
15 kg, “thereby converting what was earlier 
part of  the ticketed service into a new revenue 
stream”.

It says the “new policy of  permitting only 
a single piece for check-in and the absence of  
any rebate, compensation or benefit to passen-
gers who do not avail themselves of  check-in 
baggage demonstrates the arbitrary and dis-
criminatory nature of  the measure”.

The plea claims that currently, no author-
ity has the power to review or cap airfares or 
ancillary fees, allowing airlines to exploit con-
sumers through hidden charges and unpre-
dictable pricing.

It also contends that the “unregulated, 
opaque and exploitative conduct of  airlines 
manifesting in arbitrary fare hikes, unilateral 
reduction of  services, absence of  on-ground 
grievance redressal and unjustified dynamic 
pricing algorithms directly infringes upon 
citizens’ fundamental rights to equality, free-
dom of  movement and life with dignity”.

The plea has said the absence of  regulatory 
safeguards results in arbitrary fare hikes, 
especially during festivals or weather dis-
ruptions, which disproportionately harm the 
poor and last-minute travellers.

It has added that inaction by the State in 
regulating fare algorithms, cancellation poli-
cies, service continuity and grievance mech-
anisms constitutes a dereliction of  its con-
stitutional duty and calls for urgent judicial 
intervention.

The plea also says there is no rule to stop 
airlines from increasing prices based on 
demand and allowing them such freedom 
under essential services is unjustifiable.(PTI)

Security Forces
of  police, defence and religious installations 

and install CCTV cameras for surveillance.
The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is 

probing several cases allegedly linked to SBN 
chief  Shahzad Bhatti, including the March 
2025 grenade attack at the Jalandhar residence 
of  social media influencer Roger Sandhu. The 
NIA named Bhatti as an absconder, along with 
another accused, in its April 2026 chargesheet 
in the case.

Investigators have also linked Bhatti to the 
November 2025 explosion at the Women Police 
Station in Sirsa and the January 2026 car-
bomb blast at the Baldev Nagar police station 
in Ambala, both in Haryana.

In the Sirsa case, the NIA named nine 
people in its chargesheet in May, including 
Bhatti and Pakistan-based handler Sohail 
Ahmad alias Sohail Baloch. In the Ambala 
case, one arrested accused was found to have 
been in contact with Bhatti.

Shah said the coordinated crackdown dem-
onstrated the security forces’ resolve to dis-
mantle terror networks and prevent cross-
border groups from disrupting peace across 
the country.

“The network also allegedly paid local oper-
atives to conduct reconnaissance of  police, 
defence and religious sites and install closed-
circuit television cameras for surveillance,” 
it said, adding, “Security agencies recovered 
improvised explosive devices, pistols, live car-
tridges and closed-circuit television cameras 
during investigations, while some grenades 
recovered from the accused bore Pakistan 
Ordnance Factory markings.”

The statement said the August 12 operation 
was conducted using a real-time intelligence-
sharing mechanism involving central agencies 
and state police forces. “Investigations into the 
network and its associates are continuing.”
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DAR MATTING SHOP
DEALS IN:- BLANKETS, BED SHEETS, BED COVERS, PILLOW COVERS, DOOR MATS, ROOM SHEETS, GRAPHICS, LINING, ROTTERY & MUCH MORE

ADDRESS:- SADAT MARKET, NEAR PNB, SHADIPORA SUMBAL +91- 9906230114-  6006600834
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

       DIRECTORATE OF TOURISM, KASHMIR
Email : dydirectorestates@gmail.com,  Tel / Fax 0914 - 2502279 / 2502281

E- Bid Document (Auction ID:                   ) 
Out-sourcing of “Operation Management” of 1 DBL Bedroom Hut at Reshwari Langate for a period of 

03+02 years  on License Basis through GeM Portal. 
No: Estates / 285 / DTK /375 dated:-  14 / 08 /2026
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of J&K Union Territory, e - bids are invited online through GeM Portal for Outsourcing the “Operation 
Management“ of 1 DBL Bedroom Hut at Reshwari Langate for a period of 03+02-years on License Basis through GeM Portal. The details 
are as under:

S.No Particulars Date/Amount Remarks
1 PQ (Pre-Qualification) Submission Start Date 18.08.2026 10:00 AM Nil
2 PQ (Pre-Qualification) Submission End Date 25.08.2026 04:00 PM Nil
3 PQ (Pre-Qualification) Assessment End Date & Time 28.08.2026 04:00 PM Nil
4 EMD Start Date      31.08.2026 10:00 AM Nil
5 EMD End Date 01.09.2026 4:00 PM Nil

6 EMD (Bid Security) Amount in shape of CDR/FDR/DD Rs. 12,000 /-  (Rupees Twelve 
Thousand Only)

To be pledged in favour of 
Accounts Officer, Director-

ate of Tourism, Kashmir.
7 Bid Submission/Auction Start Date 03.09.2026 10:00 AM Nil
8 Bid Submission/Auction End Date & Time 04.09.2026 4:00 PM Nil

9 Reserve Bid Amount Rs.1,20,000/- (Rupees One Lakh 
and Twenty  Thousand Only) Nil

10 Bidding Time Extension Not Applicable Not Applicable
The e-auction shall be finalized by the Outsourcing Committee under the Chairmanship of Director Tourism, Kashmir. Reliable/resource-
ful and experienced agencies/persons, who fulfill the ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA (PRE QUALIFICATION) detailed as under shall only be eligible 
to participate in the e – bidding process. 
PRE –QUALIFICATION (PQ) CRITERIA (TO BE UPLOADED ON GEM PORTAL)
1. The bidder should be a domicile of J&K shall upload a valid domicile certificate or state subject.
2. The bidder shall have to upload a Character Certificate from the concerned Additional Dy. Commissioner (ADC) / Police Station 

or alternatively copy of a valid PASSPORT.
3. The bidder shall have to upload self-attested PAN Card & Aadhar Card.

  Sd/-
DIPK-4635-26  Dy. Director Tourism,
DT: 17/08/2026 Estates.

email:- dfosindh.for-jk@nic.inGOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER 
SINDH FOREST DIVISION GANDERBAL

e- NIT No:- 04 of 2026-27 DATED  13-08-2026
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT, e-tenders (Two cover system) are invited on percentage basis from approved and eligible 
Contractors/Firms registered with Jammu & Kashmir Govt./Central Govt. Organizations for the following work:-

S.no. Name of Work Location
Adv. Cost 

(Rs. in  
Lakh)

Bid Security
(EMD)

INR

Class
Of Contractor

Cost of 
Tender

Document

Time of
Completion

1.

Survey Demarcation & 
Boundary Protection 
(Construction and 
installation of missing/
fully damaged  Bound-
ary Pillar’s in  Najwon 
Surfraw Forest, Shutkari 
Fraw Forest and Sumbal 
Forest) of Sindh Forest 
Division Ganderbal  
Under CAPEX for the Year 
2026-27.

1. Najwon-Surfraw Forest of Sindh 
Range,sindh Forest Division Gan-
derbal.(No of Boundary Pillars=11 
No’s)

2. Shutkari Fraw Forest of Sindh 
Range, sindh Forest Division Gan-
derbal.(No of Boundary Pillars=43 
No’s)

3. Sumbal Forest of Sindh Range,sindh 
Forest Division Ganderbal.(No of 
Boundary Pillars=37 No’s) 

5.64 Rs. 
11288/-

“C&D” Class 
PWD Con-

tractor & “B”-
Class Forest 
Contractor

Rs. 300/- 60 days

The position of codal formalities in respect of above work(s) is as under:
Position of  Funds Budgeted
Position of AA Accorded
Position of TS Accorded

The e-NIT, consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, scope of work, Bills of Quantities (B.O.Q),Terms & Conditions of contract and 
other details, can be seen /downloaded from the website:-www.jktenders.gov.in.

Publishing Date:                   17-08 -2026from06:00PM
Download Start Date:                   17-08 -2026from06:00PM
Bid submission Start Date:                   17-08  -2026 from06:00PM
Bid submission End Date:       25-08 -2026Upto04.00PM
Date of Opening of Technical Bid 
through online:

26-08  -2026 at 10:00 AM in the office of the office of Conservator of Forests Kashmir 
Srinagar Circle Srinagar

Date of Opening of Financial Bid 
through online:

To be opened (Online) after the technical evaluation is completed. Date will be notified 
separately.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
1. Every participating contractor to mandatorily disclose the bank account number which is linked with their GSTIN at the time of bid submission. 

No payments shall be released by the Government Department/Agency to any other bank account except the one linked with the GST registered 
number of the successful bidder. (As per circular No. 01(ADM) FD of 2025 Dated 08-07-2025 of J&K Finance Department).(The participating 
contractor may disclose his Bank Account as per the format, devised as Annexure- III of the NIT and submit/upload the same accordingly at the 
time of submission of the bid).

2. Bids uploaded must accompany Govt. Treasury Receipt (cost of tender document) in shape of Treasury Challan for the amount shown against the 
work above to be deposited in Govt. Treasury under Account Head 0406- Forest and 2% of EMD in the Shape of CDR/FDR pledged in favour of 
the Divisional Forest Officer Sindh Forest Division, Ganderbal. The issuance date of the treasury challan and EMD must be in between that date 
of downloading to bid submission end date. The name of the work or NIT No, S.No. should clearly be mentioned on the treasury challan. The bids 
for the work shall remain valid for a period of 90 days from the date of opening of bids.

3. As per rule 171of GFR 2017, Performance Security shall have to be deposited by the successful bidder to the order of 3% of the value of contract 
and if there are compelling circumstances, performance security in excess of three percent may also be demanded.

4. which shall be released after successful completion of DLP /maintenance period.
5. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 90-days from the date of opening of Technical Bids.
6. The earnest money shall be forfeited, if: - 
i) Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or make any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid. 
ii) Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.
iii) Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.
7. The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website: https://jktenders.gov.in.
8. The bidders have to submit their Technical & Financial bids online in electronic format with digital signature.No Technical or financial bid will be 

accepted in physical/hard form. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned above.
9. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents i.e. EMD, Valid Registration Card issued by PWD/Forest Dept. duly 

renewed for the current year 2026-27, PAN, Valid GST Registration along with latest clearance certificate FORM GSTR-3B of the preceding 
quarter with respect to the issuance of e-NIT., Affidavit cum Undertaking (Notarized along with e-stamp) (Annexure-I), Cost of Tender Document.

10. The successful bidder has to produce Valid Labor Registration Certificate issued by Labor Department after issuance of award of contract.
11. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.  
12. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ manually 

otherwise the bid of the bidder shall be rejected.
13. Bidder should be fully cognizant that if the documents uploaded / submitted on the basis of which the contract was awarded are later discovered 

to be fake / not genuine, the contract will be cancelled and the contractor / bidder will be blacklisted from participating in this Division /
Department for a period of three years, in addition to the performance security deposited for the said work being forfeited.

No. DFO/Sindh/Plg/2026-27/490-96 Sd/-
Dated:  13-08-2026. Divisional Forest Officer, 
DIPK-4624-26 Sindh Forest Division
DT: 17/08/2026 Ganderbal

SIA Arrests Absconding 
Narco-Terror Operative 
After Four Years

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The State 
Investigation Agency (SIA) 
Kashmir has arrested an 
alleged narco-terror opera-
tive who had been abscond-
ing for nearly four years 
in connection with a case 
involving the alleged smug-
gling of  narcotics from 
across the Line of  Control 
(LoC) and diversion of  
proceeds from their sale 
towards terrorist activities.

The accused, identified 
as Manoj Kumar Bhat alias 
Pintu, son of  P.K. Bhat and 
a resident of  Rehari Colony, 
Bakshi Nagar, Jammu, was 
arrested during a special 
operation in Jammu, the 
SIA said in a statement on 
Monday.

Bhat was wanted in 
connection with FIR No. 
13/2022, registered by SIA 
Kashmir on June 3, 2022, 
concerning an alleged nar-
co-terror conspiracy involv-
ing the trafficking of  nar-
cotics from across the LoC 
and channelisation of  the 
proceeds towards financing 
terrorist activities.

According to the agency, 
the investigation has 
uncovered an alleged net-
work involving Pakistan/
PoK-based operatives of  
Hizbul Mujahideen (HM). 
The SIA alleged that nar-

cotics were trafficked into 
Jammu and Kashmir, dis-
tributed through an estab-
lished network and the pro-
ceeds generated from their 
sale were subsequently 
used to sustain terrorist 
activities.

The agency alleged that 
Bhat played a role in facili-
tating the sale and distri-
bution of  narcotics in the 
Jammu division, thereby 
contributing to the finan-
cial pipeline of  the wider 
network.

The investigation has 
also established alleged 
links with a resident of  
Kralteng, Sopore, and 
Manzoor Ahmad Khan, 
son of  late Abdul Majeed 
Khan of  Braman Panza-
la, Baramulla. The SIA 
alleged that they arranged 
and facilitated the traffick-
ing of  narcotics from PoK, 
which were subsequently 
collected, distributed and 
sold through the network 
operating in J&K.

The case was initially 
registered following the 
recovery of  one kilogram 
of  heroin from Zeeshan 
Ahmad Sofi and Waseem 
Ahmad Khan at Now-
pora, Sopore. Subsequent 
investigation resulted in 
the recovery of  seven kilo-
grams of  poppy straw and 
four kilograms of  poppy 

seeds, the agency said.
The SIA further said 

that 15 grams of  heroin 
had earlier been recov-
ered from the residential 
premises of  Bhat. One 
motorcycle and electronic 
gadgets were also seized 
and are currently undergo-
ing forensic and technical 
examination.

During the investiga-
tion, the SIA filed multiple 
chargesheets before the 
competent court against 
six accused persons: Zee-
shan Ahmad Sofi, son of  
Ghulam Mohammad Sofi, 
of  Muqdam Mohalla, Rad-
bugh Drugmulla, Kupwara; 
Waseem Ahmad Khan, 
son of  Mohammad Saleem 
Khan, of  Rangai, Uri, 
Baramulla; Bashir Ahmad 
Koli, son of  late Matu Koli, 
of  Churanda, Uri, Baram-
ulla; Mohammad Ashraf  
Lone, son of  Mohammad 
Subhan Lone, of  Said-
pora Rohama, Baramulla; 
Mohammad Saleem Khan, 
son of  Mohammad Sha-
reef, of  Kalgai Ramgai, 
Uri; and Zafraan Khan, 
son of  Shafi Ullah Khan, 
of  Dawran, Uri.

The agency said the 
investigation had further 
revealed the involvement 
of  a broader network alleg-
edly associated with Hizbul 
Mujahideen and its Paki-

stan/PoK-based handlers.
Bhat had been evading 

arrest since the registra-
tion of  the case in 2022. His 
arrest followed what the 
SIA described as sustained 
efforts involving technical 
surveillance, human intel-
ligence and coordinated 
investigative measures.

The agency said the 
arrest was significant in 
tracing absconders and 
alleged facilitators, finan-
ciers and handlers involved 
in the network.

In a separate terror-
related case, the SIA said 
it had also secured an 
Interpol Red Corner Notice 
against alleged terrorist 
handler and narco-terror 
operative Imtiyaz Ahmad 
Kandoo, whom it accused 
of  being involved in direct-
ing and financing terrorist 
activities in Jammu and 
Kashmir.Subscribing To 
Political News Outlets

The agency said the 
latest arrest could help 
investigators unravel fur-
ther layers of  the alleged 
conspiracy, identify addi-
tional linkages, trace the 
financial trail and estab-
lish the chain connecting 
narcotics trafficking with 
terror financing.

The investigation 
remains ongoing, the SIA 
said.

B'pora hosts Exhibition on Scientific 

Wet Waste Management
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: District 
Administration Ban-
dipora, in collaboration 
with Municipal Council 
Bandipora, organised a 
Composting Exhibition at 
the Conference Hall, Mini 
Secretariat, Bandipora, to 
promote home composting, 
source segregation and sci-
entific management of  wet 
waste as part of  the dis-
trict’s ongoing Swachhta 
50-50 initiative.

The exhibition featured 
live demonstrations and 
practical solutions for 
managing wet waste at 
the household level. Par-
ticipants were shown how 
kitchen and other organic 
waste could be processed 
through suitable technolo-
gies to generate useful out-
puts, including biogas and 
manure, with the residual 
manure being suitable for 
use in orchards and other 
agricultural activities.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Bandipora, 
Indu Kanwal Chib, said 
that the District Adminis-
tration had been conduct-
ing a series of  activities 
on waste management to 
build awareness and pre-
pare citizens for the next 
phase of  Swachhta 50-50. 
She informed that, from 
September 1, 2026, Block 
Development Offices and 
Municipal Council/Urban 
Local Bodies would stop 
collecting wet waste from 
households, making house-
hold-level management of  
wet waste an important 
part of  the district’s waste-
management strategy.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner said that several 
companies and organisa-

tions were coming forward 
with solutions for scientific 
waste management and 
stressed that every citi-
zen had a role to play. She 
said that she is personally 
monitoring the progress of  
Swachhta 50-50 on a daily 
basis and that around 930 
teams comprising School 
Eco Clubs and Anganwadi 
workers had been created. 
Each team would engage 
with 50 households and five 
shops, focusing on waste 
segregation, payment of  
user fees, composting and 
use of  cloth bags.

The DC said that these 
teams had already covered 
and sensitised around 
39,000 households in the 
district. For the first phase, 
the target had been fixed 
at 40,000 households, while 
around 87 percent of  the 
baseline survey had been 
completed. She added that 
each household had been 
provided a unique QR 
code for monitoring and 
implementation of  the ini-
tiative. She also cautioned 
that action would be taken 
in cases of  non-compliance 
with the prescribed waste-
management practices.

The DC said that the 
District Administra-
tion, including the Rural 
Development Depart-
ment and Urban Develop-
ment Department, had 
been working tirelessly to 
strengthen the waste-man-
agement system and called 
upon citizens to cooperate 
fully. Emphasising the 
importance of  individual 
responsibility, she said that 
every act of  change must 
begin with one’s own self.

Resource persons from 
the Indian Pollution Con-
trol Association (IPCA) 
also participated in the 
exhibition and sensitised 
participants about scien-
tific waste management, 
the importance of  source 
segregation and decen-
tralised processing of  wet 
waste. They explained the 
properties and functioning 
of  the Aerobin, an insu-
lated high-efficiency com-
poster designed to process 
kitchen and garden waste 
into nutrient-rich com-
post without the need for 
manual turning.

The exhibition provided 
visitors an opportunity to 
learn about different com-

posting methods, including 
home composting, vermi-
composting, earthen-pot 
composting, leaf  compost-
ing, community compost-
ing and solutions for bulk 
waste generators. Discus-
sions were also held on 
practical ways to reduce 
the quantity of  wet waste 
reaching dumping sites and 
to convert organic waste 
into a useful resource.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner appreciated the 
efforts of  all departments, 
experts and stakeholders 
involved in organising the 
exhibition and reiterated 
that cleanliness and sci-
entific waste management 
could not be achieved by 
the administration alone. 
She called for active partic-
ipation of  citizens, schools, 
offices, institutions and 
commercial establish-
ments in making Bandi-
pora cleaner, greener and 
healthier.

Earlier, the Deputy 
Commissioner inspected 
the stalls set up by stu-
dents, who presented 
innovative ideas, models 
and practical solutions for 
waste management. The 
DC interacted with the 
students, appreciated their 
efforts and encouraged 
them to continue promot-
ing sustainable waste-man-
agement practices in their 
schools and communities.

The event was attended 
by DPO ICDS Bandipora 
Yaar Ali Khan, Assistant 
Commissioner Panchayat 
Aijaz Ali, Block Develop-
ment Officers; CEO MC 
Bandipora; Dr Raja Muzaf-
far Bhat, RTI Activist and 
environmentalist besides 
students, officers, officials, 
representatives and other 
stakeholders.

DC G'bal reviews preparations for 

Annual Harmukh Gangbal Yatra
GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Gan-
derbal, Jatin Kishore, 
Monday chaired a meeting 
to review the preparations 
and arrangements for the 
smooth conduct of  the 
Annual Harmukh Gangbal 
Yatra-2026.

The meeting held a 
detailed review of  the 
arrangements being made 
by various departments, 
with particular focus on 
road connectivity, security, 
accommodation, drinking 
water, sanitation, health-
care, power supply, traffic 
management, food supplies, 
communication and emer-
gency response mechanisms.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed the con-
cerned departments to 
complete all necessary 
arrangements well in 
advance and ensure effec-
tive inter-departmental 
coordination. He stressed 
upon the need for proper 

deployment of  manpower 
and magistrates at identi-
fied locations to facilitate 
the smooth movement and 
management of  the yatra.

The Deputy Commission-
er directed the concerned 
departments to ensure 
adequate arrangements for 
drinking water, sanitation, 
toilets and cleanliness along 
the route and at the camps. 
He stressed upon maintain-
ing a clean and environmen-
tally responsible yatra, with 
special emphasis on proper 
waste disposal and keeping 
the area free from plastic 
waste.

The Health Department 

was directed to deploy doc-
tors, ambulances and medi-
cal teams and ensure ade-
quate availability of  medi-
cines, oxygen and other 
essential medical facilities 
for timely response.

The Power Development 
Department was asked to 
ensure adequate power 
arrangements, while the 
concerned agencies were 
directed to keep communi-
cation and telecommuni-
cation facilities functional 
and maintain necessary 
backup arrangements.

The DC also directed 
the Forest and Wildlife 
authorities to ensure that 

all arrangements are car-
ried out while safeguard-
ing the ecology and natural 
environment of  the area.

The Rural Development 
Department was asked 
to undertake cleanliness 
drives before and after the 
yatra and ensure proper 
disposal of  waste gener-
ated during the event.

The Police, SDRF and 
other emergency response 
agencies were directed 
to keep rescue and emer-
gency response teams and 
equipment in readiness and 
maintain close coordination 
for prompt response to any 
unforeseen situation.

The Deputy Commission-
er directed all concerned 
officers to undertake field 
inspections and ensure that 
the arrangements are com-
pleted within the stipulated 
timelines. He emphasized 
that every department must 
work in close coordination 
to ensure a safe, secure, 
clean and hassle-free pil-
grimage for the devotees.
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DITCH THE SCREEN, HIT THE FIELD

Experts Champion Youth Fitness 

as 'Stay Fit,  Stay Active' Movement 

Gains Momentum

Inter-Zonal Sporting Action ignites across Baramulla
DYSS launches selection trials in Table Tennis, Chess, Badminton 

GMK SPORTS DESK

BARAMULLA: The Depart-
ment of  Youth Services & Sports 
(DYSS), District Baramulla, 
Monday kick-started the Inter-
Zonal District Level Selection 
Trials-cum-Competitions across 
multiple venues in the district, 
witnessing enthusiastic par-
ticipation of  hundreds of  young 
sportspersons.

The Under-14 Boys Table Tennis 
selection trials were held at the 
Indoor Stadium, Khawaja Bagh, 
while Under-14 Boys Chess trials 
were conducted at Budding Bloom 
School, Khawaja Bagh. The Under-
14 Boys Badminton trials were 
organised at Bipin Rawat Indoor 
Stadium, Baramulla, whereas 
Under-14 and Under-17 Boys Tae-

kwondo competitions were held at 
the Indoor Stadium, Khawaja Bagh.

Speaking on the sidelines 
of  the events, Mushtaq Ahmad 
Pampori, DYSSO Baramulla, 
appreciated the enthusiastic 

participation of  students and 
said that such competitions pro-
vide young athletes with a valu-
able platform to showcase their 
talent, gain competitive exposure 
and progress towards higher-

level sporting opportunities. 
He also emphasised the depart-
ment’s commitment to promot-
ing a strong sporting culture and 
nurturing emerging talent at the 
grassroots level.

Multi-Discipline Sports tournaments 

for girls inaugurated in Kulgam
GMK SPORTS DESK

KULGAM: Multi-disci-
pline sports tournaments 
for girls were inaugurated 
Monday at the Sports Sta-
dium, Kulgam, in a major 
step towards women 
empowerment.

The tournaments were 
inaugurated by Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) 
Kulgam, Shahzad Alam, in 
the presence of  Additional 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Vikar Ahmad Giri, District 
Information Officer, Dis-
trict Social Welfare Officer, 
and other officers and offi-
cials alongwith participat-
ing sports persons.

The tournaments are 
being organized by Sank-
alp Hub for Empowerment 
of  Women, Kulgam, under 
the flagship Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao' (BBBP) 
scheme.

The month-long tourna-
ments feature competitions 
in cricket, football, volley-
ball, badminton and bas-
ketball. Block-level teams 
from across the district 
are participating with the  
objective to identify and 
nourish the sports talent 
of  young girl sportsper-
sons and provide them a 
platform to showcase their 
skills at district level.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC  highlighted 
the various initiatives 
being undertaken by the 
district administration to 
empower girls of  the dis-

trict. He said the admin-
istration is committed to 
creating equal opportuni-
ties for girls in education, 
sports, and livelihood.

“Along with organiz-
ing sports events, we are 
providing assistance for 
NEET coaching, skill 
development training for 
women, strengthening 
Self-Help Groups (SHGs), 
and facilitating enrollment 
of  women and girls in dif-
ferent government welfare 
schemes. The goal is to 
ensure that our daughters 
scale new heights in their 
respective careers,” the DC 
stated.

The DC further empha-
sized that sports plays a 
vital role in building confi-
dence, discipline and lead-
ership among girls. “An 
empowered girl means a 
stronger tomorrow for our 
society and for the nation,” 
he added, while also high-
lighting the role of  women 
welfare services of  the 
social welfare department 
through the SHEW, OSC, 

DCPU offices.
"Focus on your all round 

development, pursue dif-
ferent career options 
including civil services 
while cherishing sports 
engagement simultane-
ously", he exhorted upon 
the student sportspersons.

The ADC also addressed 
the gathering and under-
lined the importance of  
such events and said that 
platforms like these are 
crucial for honing the 
talent of  budding and 
aspiring girl athletes and 
for encouraging more 
girls to take up sports as a 
career.

Following the inaugu-
ral ceremony, DC Kulgam 
interacted with the girl 
sportspersons and encour-
aged them to participate 
with a spirit of  sportsman-
ship, work hard, and aim to 
represent Jammu & Kash-
mir at national and inter-
national levels and assured 
them of  full support for 
training, equipment, and 
exposure.

1st Test: Suthar, Jadeja help India take 178-
run lead despite Dinusha’s maiden ton

IANS

GALLE: Left-arm spinners Manav 
Suthar and Ravindra Jadeja 
shared seven wickets between 
themselves as India bowled Sri 
Lanka out for 284 on Day Three 
of the first Test, and sealed a for-
midable 178-run first-innings lead 
before rain forced early stumps to 
be taken at the Galle Internation-
al Stadium in Galle on Monday.

Arriving on the tour with 
immense expectations, Suthar 
lived up to the billing by striking 
with his very first ball and finish-
ing with 4-76 in a spell where he 
got turn and bounce while hitting 
the right lengths. His veteran spin 
partner Jadeja chipped in with 
3-57, and even crossed the 350 
Test-wicket mark.

Kuldeep Yadav, Mohammed 
Siraj, and Prasidh Krishna took a 

wicket apiece to round off a thor-
oughly clinical collective bowling 
effort for India, who briefly enter-
tained hopes of enforcing the follow-
on after reducing the hosts to 90/5.

However, Sonal Dinusha and 
Niroshan Dickwella mounted a 
stubborn recovery through a 146-
run sixth-wicket partnership as the 
ball softened and lost its bite. The 
duo showed exceptional compo-
sure and absorbed pressure, includ-
ing sweeping and reverse-sweeping 
very well, to deny India the oppor-

tunity to put pressure on them.
While Dinusha pushed on to 

register a brilliant maiden Test 
hundred off 168 balls, Dickwella's 
search for an elusive three-figure 
score continued on his return to 
the format after nearly three 
years. The wicketkeeper-batter 
remains with the record for most 
Test half-centuries without a 
hundred when he fell for a well-
made 80 off 115 balls as Krishna 
produced a beauty with the old 
ball to trigger the final collapse.

‘At home, World Championship debut, 
world No. 1 — it’s a special win’, says 
Ayush Shetty after Shi Yu Qi win

IANS

NEW DELHI: India's Ayush 
Shetty described his stun-
ning victory over world No. 
1 Shi Yu Qi as the "top one" of  
his career, saying beating the 
defending champion on his 
World Championships debut 
at home made the achieve-
ment particularly special.

"I would like it as the top 
one. At home, World Champi-
onship debut, world number 
one, I think it's a special win 
and I'm super happy today," 
Ayush said after producing 
one of  the biggest upsets of  
the opening day.

In the men's singles 
first-round match held at 
the Indira Gandhi Indoor 
Stadium on Monday, the 
20-year-old Indian beat 
the top seed and defend-
ing champion Shi, winning 
the game 21-14, 13-21, 21-19, 
and thus achieved his first 
win against the Chinese 
player in their four previ-
ous encounters.

Although Ayush had 
lost all three of  his earlier 
matches against Shi, includ-
ing their most recent one in 
the final of  the Badminton 
Asia Championships, he did 
have a clear tactical plan and 
carried it out under heavy 
pressure.

"Yeah, I think we analysed 
the matches well; tactically 
I was much better today. I 
think the last time we played, 
he outplayed me, but I was 
prepared for the game, and 

I think I was super prepared 
and happy," he said.

The Indian began strong-
ly, securing a 3-0 lead and 
being ahead by 11 points at 
the interval. He kept up his 
intensity after the break 
and won the first game 21 
to 14. In the second game, 
Shi reacted by entering into 
a series of  rapid exchanges 
with Ayush and ultimately 
secured the advantage to win 
21–13, thereby forcing a final 
match.

However, Ayush took the 
last game early on, moved 
ahead 6-3, extended his lead 
to 9-4 and had an impres-
sive 11-5 advantage when 
the interval came. After the 
exchange of  ends, it seemed 
that the Indian player had 
taken the lead with a score 
of  16-5.

But the world No. 1 would 
not give in and managed to 
make a comeback as Ayush 
started to feel the pressure 
of  securing his biggest vic-
tory yet. Ayush eventually 
took a lead of  20 to 15, but 
Shi managed to save four 
match points. The Indian 
at last controlled himself  to 
win the deciding point and 
thus achieved the upset.

Under Floodlights, 
Downtown Finds a 
New Sporting Pulse

TUFAIL SHAH

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Sports Coun-
cil, headed by Secretary 
Nuzhat Gul, has been con-
tributing to the promotion 
of  sports across the Union 
Territory, with a vibrant 
new sporting atmosphere 
emerging in downtown Sri-
nagar.

Particularly striking has 
been the growing popular-
ity of  late-evening sport-
ing events in downtown 
Srinagar. Under sparkling 
floodlights, young play-
ers are turning up in large 
numbers for tap-ball cricket 
tournaments, while specta-
tors are also making their 
way to the stadia despite the 
intense summer heat.

The evening atmosphere 
has transformed sporting 
venues into lively communi-
ty spaces, giving youngsters 
an opportunity to compete 
while families, friends and 
sports enthusiasts enjoy the 
action.

“Whatever the weather, 
the enthusiasm among 
young players is remark-
able. These tournaments are 
giving them an opportunity 
to showcase their talent and 
keep themselves engaged in 
sport,” said a sports enthu-
siast at one of  the recent 
tournaments.

Another spectator said 
the late-evening matches 
were particularly welcome 
during the summer.

“The heat is intense 
during the day, but these 
floodlit matches have made 

it possible for youngsters 
to play and people to enjoy 
cricket after sunset. The 
atmosphere is completely 
different,” he said.

For local players, such 
tournaments are providing 
more than just recreation. 
They offer an opportunity 
to showcase talent, devel-
op competitive spirit and 
remain engaged in con-
structive activities.

A young participant said 
the availability of  organised 
tournaments had encour-
aged many youngsters to 
spend their evenings on the 
playing field.

“We wait for these tour-
naments. Playing under 
lights gives us a different 
experience and also moti-
vates us to improve our 
game,” he said.

The popularity of  tap-
ball cricket also reflects 
the changing nature of  
grassroots sport in Sri-
nagar. Requiring relative-
ly limited infrastructure 
compared to conventional 
cricket, the format has 

become particularly attrac-
tive to young players and 
local organisers.

The growing crowds at 
evening matches suggest 
that sports infrastructure 
can become much more 
than physical assets. When 
activated properly, stadia 
can serve as vibrant public 
spaces that bring communi-
ties together.

For Jammu and Kash-
mir, where youth engage-
ment remains crucial, keep-
ing playgrounds active and 
stadia alive could prove to be 
one of  the most meaningful 
investments in the future. 
The sight of floodlights illu-
minating the playing field, 
youngsters competing late 
into the evening and crowds 
cheering from the stands 
sends a simple message: 
sport still has the power to 
bring people together.

And under the summer 
night sky, downtown Sri-
nagar appears to be redis-
covering that spirit—one 
match, one player and one 
cheering crowd at a time.

GMK SPORTS DESK

SRINAGAR: In a compel-
ling call to action against 
sedentary digital habits, 
leading medical profession-
als, law enforcement officers, 
engineers, and community 
icons converged at Kashmir 
Harvard School, Malabagh, 
to mentor students on physi-
cal wellness, athletic disci-
pline, and the critical need 
to break free from excessive 
screen addiction.

The high impact aware-
ness and interaction session 
was organized under the 
banner of the “Stay Fit, Stay 
Active” initiative a transfor-
mative community wellness 
campaign conceptualized by 
reputed Sports Functional 
Medicine and Musculoskel-
etal Expert, Dr. Mir Ishfaq 
Hussain.

The campaign has rapid-
ly evolved into a city wide fit-
ness movement, mobilizing 
prominent citizens across 
Srinagar’s premier sport-
ing hubs, including the NIT 
Sports Arena, the scenic Dal 
Lake boulevard, and various 
athletic facilities. Through 
active participation in 
sports and powerful advo-
cacy across digital channels, 
the core team continues to 
inspire the public to step 

out of  their comfort zones 
and embrace daily physical 
activity.

Engaging directly with 
students, the expert panel 
featured Ajaz Ahmad (IPS), 
SSP Traffic Srinagar; cel-
ebrated pulmonologist Dr. 
Naveed Nazir Shah; leading 
ophthalmologist Dr. Sajad 
Qanungo; Er. Farhaan 
Rashid Shah (Power Engi-
neer and Additional Secre-
tary, NIT Srinagar Alumni 
Association) and Dr. Mir 
Ishfaq Hussain.

The speakers under-
scored the alarming toll that 
unchecked mobile phone 
use and endless social media 
scrolling take on adolescent 
mental agility, eyesight, and 
respiratory fitness. They 
urged students to replace 
passive screen time with 
athletics, structured out-
door games, and disciplined 
daily fitness routines from 

an early age.
Prominent core group 

members Azhar Hajini (noted 
Television Presenter, Cultural 
Activist, and Media Secretary 
of  Halqa-e-Adab Sonawari, 
Kashmir’s oldest literary 
and cultural organization) 
was recognized for steering 
strategic public outreach and 
amplifying the movement’s 
mission across varied media 
and civic channels.

Welcoming the initiative, 
Tariq Ahmad Baktoo, Chair-
man of  Kashmir Harvard 
School, expressed gratitude 
to the visiting dignitaries for 
mentoring students on bal-
ancing academic rigor with 
active, healthy living.

The session concluded 
with an enthusiastic pledge 
by students to prioritize 
playgrounds over digital 
distractions and make daily 
fitness a cornerstone of  
their lives.


