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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

J&K Set To Observe 
80Th I-Day Today 
CM  To Lead Main 
Function In Srinagar

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir is all set to cel-
ebrate 80th  Independence 
Day today with elaborate 
arrangements in place 
across the Union Territory 
and heightened security to 
ensure peaceful and inci-
dent-free functions.

An official said that the 
civil administration and 
security agencies have 
completed preparations for 
the August 15 celebrations, 
with functions scheduled at 
district, sub-divisional and 
block levels across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah will preside over 
the main P-06

Rain, Hailstorm 
Lash J&K Parts

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Hailstorm 
accompanied by intense 
rain lashed several parts 
of  Jammu and Kashmir on 
Friday, damaging orchards 
in parts of  Shopian district, 
while flash floods hit Pahal-
gam after a spell of  heavy 
showers.

According to the details 
available, the hailstorm, 
with hailstones report-
edly measuring around 
2-3 cm or more in some 
areas, caused damage to 
fruit crops across parts of  
Shopian, with orchardists 
reporting P-06

DIPK-4606/26   DATED: 14/08/2026

     President's I-Day Speech

Govt Taking Steps 
To Curb Paper 
Leaks: Prez Murmu

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

NEW DELHI: Underlin-
ing that students are the 
"architects of  India's future," 
President Droupadi Murmu 
on Friday said the govern-
ment is taking comprehen-
sive steps to reform public 
examinations to completely 
curb paper leaks and unfair 
means, making the system 
transparent, secure, and 
trustworthy.

In her address to the 
nation on the eve of  the coun-

try's 80th Independence Day, 
the president stressed that 
just as government and soci-
ety remain united to ensure 
national security, everyone 
must contribute through 
joint and concerted efforts 
to safeguard the present and 
future of  students.

"Public examinations 
become gateways to oppor-
tunities for our students. 
The government is undertak-
ing comprehensive steps to 
reform these examinations. 
The objectives P-06

PM Modi Hails 
President Murmu's 
Address To Nation

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

NEW DELHI: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Friday 

said President 
Droupadi Mur-
mu's address 
to the nation 
on the eve of the 
80th Independence 
Day inspired the country to 
work with renewed determi-
nation for a 'Viksit P-06

J&K Set To Scale New Heights 
Of Prosperity: LG Sinha    
Extends Warm Greetings, Good Wishes To People On 80Th Independence Day  

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Friday said 
Jammu and Kashmir has firmly 
set out on a path of  rapid socio-
economic growth and exuded 
hope that the Union Territory 
would scale new heights of  pros-
perity in the near future.

In his message on the occa-
sion of  the 80th Independence 
Day, LG Sinha, extended warm 
greetings and good wishes to the 
people of  Jammu and Kashmir

He paid homage to the lead-
ers, freedom fighters and mar-
tyrs of  India's freedom struggle 
and expressed gratitude to the 
Armed Forces, paramilitary 
forces, police and other agencies 
working to protect the country's 

sovereignty and integrity.
“We honor the supreme sac-

rifice of  the brave hearts who 
laid down their lives in the line 
of  duty,” LG Sinha said.

LG Sinha also felicitated 
the farmers, workers, business 
community, scientists, teach-
ers, innovators, craftsmen, civil 
society groups, Nari Shakti and 

Yuva Shakti of  Jammu and 
Kashmir, saying they had played 
a vital role in raising the stature 
of  the Union Territory.

He said the diversity of  
Jammu and Kashmir must be 
cherished while protecting the 
country's unity and integrity.

“This is the core message of  
Independence Day,” LG Sinha 
said.

He said Jammu and Kash-
mir had witnessed remarkable 
progress over the past few years, 
with the Union Territory receiv-
ing a “powerful developmental 
boost”.

The Lieutenant Governor 
said several mega projects in 
J&K are nearing completion, 
while work on key infrastruc-
ture initiatives was P-06

    ‘Partition Remembrance Day’

Build Bridges Of Trust, Don't Repeat 
Mistakes Of Past: LG To Youth

Scar of Partition is a gift from 
Congress: Amit Shah

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Friday urged 
the youth of the Union Territory 
to learn from the painful memo-

ries of Partition, reject enmity 
and communal bitterness, and 
ensure that the mistakes of the 
past are never repeated.

Addressing a gathering at 
Tagore Hall here P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah on Friday said 
August 14 stands witness to one 
of  the most brutal chapters in 
history and the scar of  the coun-
try's partition, "which is a gift 

from the Congress", will never 
be forgotten by history.

In a message posted on 
microblogging site X, Shah said 
August 14, 1947 stands witness to 
one of  the most brutal chapters 
in history, in which millions of  
people had to lose P-06
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LCMA Vice Chairman 
reviews conservation, 
dredging works in Gilsar
Directs timely completion of navigational channel cleaning works

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Vice Chair-
man, J&K Lake Conser-
vation & Management 
Authority (JKLCMA), 
Khurshid Ahmad Shah, 
Friday conducted a com-
prehensive field inspec-
tion of  Gilsar to review 
the ongoing conservation, 
restoration and naviga-
tional channel cleaning 
works.

He was accompanied 
by Collector, Executive 
Engineer, Lake Division 
Ist /2nd /Mechanical, 
AEEs and other field staff  
of  the Authority.

During the inspec-
tion, the Vice Chairman 
reviewed the progress of  
dredging and cleaning of  
navigational channels in 
both water bodies. He was 
informed that dredging of  
two major channels from 
Saidapora Bridge towards 
Firdousa Abad and Sazgar-
ipora have been complet-
ed. Work on opening and 
cleaning the remaining 
interior channels is cur-
rently underway.

The Vice Chairman 
also inspected the Water-

master recently deployed 
in the area and reviewed 
its utilization for cleaning, 
opening and maintaining 
navigational channels.

The concerned offi-
cers briefed the Vice 
Chairman on the prog-
ress achieved so far, the 
challenges encountered 
during execution and the 
measures being taken to 
ensure timely completion 
of  the remaining works.

The Vice Chairman 
directed the concerned 
officers and field staff  to 
ensure that all ongoing 
works are executed effi-
ciently and within the 
stipulated timelines. He 
stressed the importance 
of  regular field monitor-
ing, optimum utilization 
of  available machinery 
and close coordination 
among the field teams to 
restore navigational con-

nectivity and improve 
water circulation in 
Khushalsar and Gilsar.

He further emphasized 
that all conservation and 
restoration interventions 
must be carried out with 
due care to safeguard the 
ecological health of  the 
water bodies while ensur-
ing improved navigation, 
water flow and overall 
functionality of  the inter-
connected water bodies.

150 YEARS OF VANDE MATARAM

Partition Horrors Remembrance 

Day observed in Kulgam
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: District 
Administration Kulgam, 
in collaboration with 
DIPR, NIC, Education and 
other departments Friday 
observed Partition Horrors 
Remembrance Day in the 
district.

The solemn observance 
was chaired by the Deputy 
Commissioner, Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam, who paid 
tribute to the countless 
individuals who endured 
unimaginable suffering 
during the Partition of  1947.

In his address, the DC 
called upon citizens to draw 
strength from that painful 
chapter of  history and to 
uphold the core values of  
compassion, unity and 
brotherhood that form the 
foundation of  our nation 
and emphasized that 
remembering the horrors 
of  Partition is not about 
reopening old wounds, but 
about reaffirming our col-

lective commitment to har-
mony and to ensuring that 
such divisions never find 
space in our society again.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Kulgam, Vikar 
Ahmad Giri also addressed 
the gathering and  spoke 
on the important lessons 
to be learnt from the Par-
tition Horrors and urged 
the younger generation to 
carry forward the message 
of  peace, tolerance and 
national integration.

The event saw active 
participation from district 
officers and officials, stu-
dents, civil society mem-
bers and citizens from 
diverse communities.

Department of  Informa-

tion and Public Relations, 
Kulgam in association with 
District Informatics Office, 
Kulgam curated a moving 
photo and document exhi-
bition depicting the human 
stories, resilience and sac-
rifices of  1947.

A short film on the Par-
tition was screened to sen-
sitize the audience about 
the cost of  division and the 
value of  unity.

A student troupe from 
the Education Depart-
ment and artists of  DIPR 
Kulgam presented soulful 
patriotic songs and cultur-
al performances that filled 
the venue with the spirit of  
patriotism.

DIPR Kulgam and 

Municipal Council Kulgam 
installed dedicated selfie 
points with tricolor back-
drops. Citizens gathered to 
take selfies, express love for 
the nation and mark their 
participation in the Inde-
pendence Day celebrations.

The collaborative effort 
by departments ensured 
wide outreach and mean-
ingful engagement across 
age groups.

In the second session, 
screening of  movie on the 
Horrors of  Partition was 
witnessed by DC Kulgam, 
ADC, Kulgam, district offi-
cers and officials alongwith 
good gathering of  collage 
and higher secondary stu-
dents, faculty members 
and citizens.

The event was also 
attended by ADDC, Altaf  
Ahmad Khan, ACR, Reyaz 
Ahmad Shah, CPO, Malik 
Suhail, DIO, Showkat Hus-
sain Ganie, CEO,Fayaz 
Ahmad, CEO MC, LDM, 
and other district officers.=

   Tiranga rides high at LOC

Grand Motorcycle Rally held 

from Kaman Post Aman Setu

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: The spirit 
of  patriotism resonated 
along the Line of  Con-
trol as a vibrant Tiranga 
Motorcycle Rally com-
menced Friday from LOC 
Kaman Post, Aman Setu, 
as part of  the ongoing Har 
Ghar Tiranga campaign 
and celebrations of  the 
80th Independence Day.

The rally was led by 
SDM Uri, Prince Kumar, 

along with SDPO Uri, and 
witnessed enthusiastic 
participation from offi-
cers, officials and citizens. 
Participants rode motorcy-
cles proudly carrying the 
Tricolour, creating a spec-
tacular display of  national 
pride and patriotic fervour.

The rally aimed to 
inspire greater public 
participation in the Har 
Ghar Tiranga campaign 
and reinforce the message 
of  unity, patriotism and 

national pride. The sight 
of  the Tricolour flutter-
ing at the LOC added a 
distinctive and inspiring 
dimension to the Indepen-
dence Day celebrations.

The enthusiastic par-
ticipation of  citizens and 
officials reflected the col-
lective spirit of  Uri and 
their shared commitment 
to celebrating the nation’s 
80th Independence Day 
with pride, unity and patri-
otic fervour.

DC Budgam 
chairs DLIC meet, 
approves 1635 
cases under HADP

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: District 
Administration Budgam 
Friday approved 1,635 
cases under HADP , JKCIP 
and ISDS schemes during 
a meeting of  District Level 
Implementation Commit-
tee (DLIC), chaired by 
Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Budgam, Athar 
Aamir Khan.

Of  the total, 1,407 cases 
were approved under 
HADP, 128 under JKCIP 
and 100 under ISDS. The 
approvals cover Agricul-
ture, Horticulture, Sheep 
Husbandry, Fisheries, 
Horticulture P&M and 
Sericulture sectors.

Chairing the meeting, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
stressed that agriculture 
and allied sectors are vital 
to the rural economy and 
directed the concerned 
departments to ensure 
timely implementation, 
effective handholding of  
beneficiaries and close 
monitoring of  approved 
cases.

He further instructed 
for coordinated efforts 
among the Agriculture 
and Allied Departments 
to harness the district’s 
potential in agriculture, 
horticulture, livestock, 
fisheries and sericul-
ture, with a focus on 
strengthening rural 
livelihoods and creating 
sustainable employment 
opportunities.

The DC instructed for 
coordinated efforts to 
maximise the impact of  
these schemes, improve 
productivity, strengthen 
rural livelihoods and 
create sustainable income 
and employment oppor-
tunities for farmers and 
other beneficiaries.

The meeting was 
attended by CPO, CAO, 
CAHO, CHO, DSHO, AD 
Fisheries and other con-
cerned officers.

    Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign

Partition Horrors Remembrance 
Day observed across Anantnag

Sopore rides high on Patriotism 

with unique Tonga Tiranga Rally

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: As part 
of  the ongoing Har Ghar 
Tiranga Campaign 2026, 
Partition Horrors Remem-
brance Day was solemnly 
observed Friday across 
District Anantnag to com-
memorate the sacrifices and 
struggles of  millions during 
the 1947 Partition of  India.

The main commemo-
rative event, organized 
at Town Hall, Municipal 
Council Anantnag, was 
attended by Deputy Com-
missioner (DC), Dr. Bilal 
Mohiuddin Bhat, alongside 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioners (ADCs), ACR, 
CPO, ACD, DSEO, and 
senior officers from the 
District Administration. 
Officials from various line 
departments, local youth, 

prominent civil society 
members, and citizens 
gathered in large numbers 
to mark the day.

The ceremony com-
menced with the playing of  
the National Song followed 
by the National Anthem. 
As a key feature of  the pro-
gram, poignant documen-
taries were screened show-
casing the circumstances, 
consequences and horrors 
of  the Partition on August 
14, 1947.

The program concluded 
on a reverent patriotic note 
with the playing of  the 
National Song and Nation-
al Anthem.

Similar remembrance 
events were also held 
across various public 
offices, educational institu-
tions, and other important 
places of  the district.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: A unique 
Tonga Tiranga Rally was 
organised in Sopore as part 
of the Har Ghar Tiranga Cam-
paign, evoking a strong sense 
of  patriotism and national 
pride among the people.

The rally was jointly 
flagged off  by Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
Sopore, Dr. S.A. Raina and 
Superintendent of  Police,  
Sopore, Safaraz Bashir from 
Chankhan Bridge Sopore, 
witnessing enthusiastic 
participation from govern-
ment employees, traders, 
students, youth and a large 

number of  local residents.
The rally presented a 

colourful spectacle as par-
ticipants marched with the 
National Flag and raised 
patriotic slogans. The massive 
public participation reflected 
the enthusiasm of the people 
of  Sopore towards the Inde-
pendence Day celebrations.

The event underscored the 

message of  unity, patriotism 
and national pride, while 
reaffirming the collective 
commitment towards the 
progress, peace and develop-
ment of  the nation. The rally 
passed through the heart of  
Sopore town and concluded 
peacefully at Fruit Mandi, 
Sopore, amid patriotic fer-
vour and enthusiasm.

Gawran Cloudburst

Senior officers visit bereaved 
families, extend condolences

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: Following 
a cloudburst incident at 
Gawran, a team of  senior 
officers from District 
Administration Anant-
nag led by the Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
(ADC), Dr. Muzamil Maq-
bool immediately visited 
the Gawran Village where 
two boys lost their lives in 
the unfortunate incident 
that occurred on Thursday 
evening.

The ADC was also 
accompanied by Assis-
tant Commissioner Rev-
enue (ACR), Tariq Ahmad 
Malik, Tehsildar Larnoo, 
Syed Muiz Qadri, police 
officers and other officials.

During the visit, the 

ADC consoled the griev-
ing families and prayed 
for the eternal peace of  
the departed souls. He 
expressed solidarity with 
the affected family mem-
bers in this hour of  grief  
and extended heartfelt 
condolences to them.

Interacting with the 
affected families, the team of  
officers assured them of all 
possible support and relief  
from the administration.

Later, the team visited 
the healthcare facility 
where the injured are cur-
rently undergoing treat-
ment. The officers inquired 
about their well-being and 
instructed the healthcare 
authorities to ensure the 
best possible medical care 
is provided to them. 

SWD Srinagar organizes Vocational Training Programme

SKUAST-K, NIFT sign MoU to 

strengthen Research, Innovation
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Sher-e-Kash-
mir University of  Agricul-
tural Sciences and Technol-
ogy of  Kashmir (SKUAST-
K) and the National Insti-
tute of  Fashion Technol-
ogy (NIFT), Srinagar, have 
signed a Memorandum 
of  Understanding (MoU) 
to strengthen collabora-
tive research, innovation, 
product development and 
academic exchange, with 
a special focus on adding 
value to Jammu and Kash-
mir’s rich fibre resources.

The agreement was 
signed at SKUAST-K, Shali-
mar, in the presence of  
Prof. Nazir Ahmad Ganai, 
Vice Chancellor, SKUAST-
K, and Prof. Monica Gupta, 
Director, NIFT Srinagar, 
along with senior univer-
sity officials, faculty mem-
bers and representatives of  
both institutions.

The collaboration seeks 
to combine the scientific 
and technical expertise 
of  SKUAST-K with NIFT 
Srinagar’s strengths in 
design, fashion technology, 
product development, and 
market-oriented innova-
tion to develop value-add-

ed, commercially viable 
products.

A key outcome of  the 
partnership will be the for-
mulation of  a collaborative 
research program on the 
value addition of  J&K’s 
fiber resources including 
wool, pashmina and silk, 
with a focus on the fiber-
to-fabric value chain.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Prof. Nazir Ahmad 
Ganai said the partnership 
should translate institu-
tional expertise into tan-
gible outcomes for local 
resources and communi-
ties. He directed the rele-
vant faculty and officers to 
develop a focused, collab-
orative research program 
to improve value realiza-
tion from the region’s fiber 
resources.

The Vice Chancellor 

emphasized that such 
institutional partner-
ships should go beyond 
conventional academic 
collaboration to yield 
new technologies, inno-
vative products, liveli-
hood opportunities, and 
greater economic value 
for local stakeholders.

Director, NIFT Srinagar, 
said the collaboration 
offered significant poten-
tial for integrating NIFT 
Srinagar’s expertise in 
design and product inno-
vation with SKUAST-K’s 
scientific and technical 
capabilities. She expressed 
confidence that the part-
nership would generate 
meaningful outcomes in 
value-added products and 
market-oriented innovation.

Dr. Asif  Hassan, Head, 
Division of  Livestock Prod-

ucts Technology (LPT), 
SKUAST-K, outlined the 
objectives of  the MoU 
and said it would provide 
a broader framework for 
joint research and develop-
ment, faculty and student 
exchange, collaborative 
academic programmes, 
sharing of  research facili-
ties, and joint seminars and 
workshops.

Earlier, Prof. Monica 
Gupta visited the SKUAST-
K Innovation, Incubation 
and Entrepreneurship 
(SKIE) Centre, where she 
interacted with Dr. Naveed, 
CEO, SKIE Centre, and 
his team. Discussions 
explored opportunities for 
joint work to strengthen 
the innovation ecosystem, 
promote student-led enter-
prises, support start-ups, 
and facilitate the commer-
cialization of  technologies 
and products.

The MoU marks a step 
towards building stron-
ger institutional linkages 
between science, design, 
technology and entrepre-
neurship, with the poten-
tial to create new value 
chains around Jammu and 
Kashmir’s indigenous fibre 
resources.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Social Wel-
fare Department (SWD), 
through SANKALP-HEW 
Srinagar, organised a voca-
tional training and entre-
preneurship orientation 
programme at Amar Singh 
College, Srinagar, with the 
objective of  sensitising and 
empowering participants 
regarding opportuni-
ties in skill development, 
entrepreneurship and self-
employment.

The programme wit-
nessed the participation 
of  resource persons from 
the District Industries 
Centre (DIC), Srinagar, and 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment Institute (JKEDI), 
Srinagar), who engaged 
with the participants and 
provided valuable guid-
ance on various avenues for 

enterprise development and 
sustainable livelihoods.

During the programme, 
the resource persons 
apprised the participants 
about various Government 
schemes, programmes and 
institutional support mech-
anisms available for pro-
moting entrepreneurship, 
skill development and self-
employment. They provided 
insights into opportunities 
for establishing small enter-
prises, accessing financial 
and technical assistance, 
and availing benefits under 
different government-spon-

sored initiatives.
The session also focused 

on developing entrepreneur-
ial skills, identifying viable 
livelihood opportunities and 
encouraging participants to 
become self-reliant.

The resource persons 
explained the procedures 
involved in accessing sup-
port from DIC Srinagar 
and JKEDI and addressed 
queries raised by the par-
ticipants, providing practi-
cal guidance on the avail-
able schemes and assis-
tance mechanisms.

The Department of Social 

Welfare emphasised that 
such vocational training 
and entrepreneurship-ori-
ented programmes play an 
important role in enhancing 
employability, promoting 
economic independence and 
facilitating the sustainable 
socio-economic empower-
ment of  beneficiaries. Such 
initiatives also provide 
participants with greater 
awareness of  available 
institutional support and 
encourage them to explore 
self-employment as a viable 
career option.

The programme con-
cluded with an interactive 
session, during which par-
ticipants actively engaged 
with the resource per-
sons, sought clarifications 
regarding various schemes 
and opportunities, and 
expressed their apprecia-
tion for the initiative and the 
guidance provided.
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Live telecast of the Independence Day celebrations from the ramparts 
of the Red Fort on Doordarshan Network from 6:30 AM onwards.

Government of India

88 th  

I extend my best wishes to all of you on this great 
festival of Independence. There’s only one mantra 
for 140 crore Indians - Viksit Bharat. To build a Viksit 
Bharat, we will neither stop nor bow down, and we 
will build a Viksit Bharat in 2047. 
                                                  — Narendra Modi

Independence Day 

Heartfelt greetings Heartfelt greetings 
to all fellow citizens on theto all fellow citizens on the
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    'Unprecedented transformation'

Rajnath hails fourfold rise in defence 
production in message to soldiers

GMK NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: “The Gov-
ernment, under the lead-
ership of  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, is accord-
ing the highest priority to 
the modernisation of  the 
defence forces driven by 
a self-reliant and future-
ready defence sector,” said 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh in his address to the 
soldiers through Akash-
vani on the eve of  80th 
Independence Day on 
August 14, 2026. Highlight-
ing the transformative shift 
witnessed by the defence 
sector in the last 12 years 
due to the initiatives such 
as ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ 
and ‘Make-in-India’, 
Raksha Mantri asserted 
that India has become a 
nation which is effectively 
catering to its own security 
needs, while emerging as a 

global defence manufactur-
ing hub and a net defence 
exporter.

Singh emphasised that 
the domestic defence pro-
duction, which stood at just 
Rs 46,000 crore in 2014, has 
skyrocketed to a record 
Rs 1.78 lakh crore in the 
Financial Year (FY) 2025-26, 
nearly a four-fold increase 

over the last decade. This 
achievement, he said, is 
a testament to the struc-
tural changes that have 
taken place in the defence 
sector. He pointed out that 
Defence Public Sector 
Undertakings (DPSUs) and 
other public sector entities 
accounted for approxi-
mately 76% of  the total 

defence production, with 
the private sector contrib-
uting 24%, up from 22% in 
the previous fiscal year. 
This growing participation 
of  the private sector signals 
a continuously improving 
business environment 
within the defence sector, 
he said.

Defence Minister added 
that defence exports, which 
stood at a mere Rs 686 crore 
in FY 2013-14, surged to an 
all-time high of  Rs 38,424 
crore in FY 2025-26, an 
increase of  over 5,500%. He 
described the feat as the 
most compelling evidence 
of  Aatmanirbharta in the 
defence sector. “Today, India 
has 145 defence exporters, 
and our products are being 
exported to over 80 coun-
tries. I am confident that 
we will achieve our defence 
exports target of  Rs 50,000 
crore by 2029,” he said.

He also pointed out that 
the defence budget has 
risen from Rs 2.53 lakh 
crore in FY 2013-14 to Rs 
7.85 lakh crore in FY 2026-
27, which is a reflection 
of  India's growing com-
mitment to future defence 
technologies. “Capital 
expenditure has grown 
from Rs 94,588 crore to Rs 
2.19 lakh crore. Our focus 
on Research & Develop-
ment has also intensified. 
The R&D budget, which 
stood at Rs 15,283 crore in 
FY 2014-15, has increased 
by 90% to Rs 29,100 crore in 
FY 2026-27,” he said.

Defence Minister added 
that over the past year, the 
Defence Acquisition Council 
has granted Acceptance of  
Necessity for projects worth 
over Rs 8.75 lakh crore, 
which highlights the Govern-
ment’s emphasis on defence 
modernisation. He listed 

the fundamental reforms 
undertaken in defence pro-
curement to accelerate this 
modernisation process, 
including a two-fold increase 
in financial ceiling for Field 
Commanders to strengthen 
operational efficiency, and 
facilitation of  procurement 
worth more than Rs 1.25 lakh 
crore through the revenue 
route to boost indigenisation.

On the successful test 
of  Active Cooled Full-
Scale Scramjet Combus-
tor for over 1,200 seconds, 
Rajnath Singh stated that 
the feat has placed India 
among the select group of  
nations capable of  devel-
oping hypersonic missile 
technology. He added that 
the nation’s air defence 
capabilities have been fur-
ther bolstered by the first 
successful test of  the indig-
enous Kusha’ Long-Range 
Surface-to-Air Missile.

CM meets legislators, delegations, 
individuals at Raabita

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Friday 
met several public repre-
sentatives, delegations 
and individuals at Raabita 
here and discussed various 
issues pertaining to differ-
ent areas and sectors.

Member of  Legislative 
Assembly from Inder-
wal, Pyare Lal Sharma, 
and MLA from Akhnoor, 
Mohan Lal, called on 
the Chief  Minister and 
apprised him of  various 
developmental issues con-
cerning their respective 
constituencies. The Chief  
Minister took note of  the 
issues raised and assured 
due consideration.

The Chief  Minister 
also met Commissioner 
Secretary, Information, 
Ms. R. Alice Vaz, who 
apprised him of  the 
progress made towards 
organising the f irst 
International Film Festi-
val of  Jammu and Kash-
mir, scheduled to be held 
in September.

A delegation of  HDFC 
Life, comprising MD & 
CEO Mrs. Vibha Padalkar, 
Executive  Director 
Vineet Arora and Chief  
Banca Assurance Offi-
cer Lavneesh Gupta, also 
called on the Chief  Min-
ister and discussed mea-
sures to expand HDFC 
Life’s operations across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Javed Rana meets delegations, 
assures swift resolution of 
development issues

CM Omar felicitates winners 
of competitions organized 
by Floriculture Deptt
Says competitions harness creativity to 
promote J&K’s iconic flower gardens

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah 
Friday felicitated 12 win-
ners of  various competi-
tions organised during the 
Tulip Show and Badam-
wari Spring Festival, rec-
ognising their creativity, 
artistic talent and innova-
tive use of  digital media in 
promoting J&K’s iconic 
spring gardens and floral 
heritage.

The winners, who 
included a large number of  
students, particularly from 
Government Schools, were 
presented cash prizes and 
certificates of  participa-
tion by the Chief  Minister 
at a felicitation ceremony 
held here.

The awards covered 
three categories—paint-
ing, Instagram reels and 
photography—with win-
ners securing the first, 
second and third posi-
tions in each category. 
In the painting competi-
tions, Farhan Ali Bhat, 
Soleha Tanveer and Roja 
Fayaz secured the first, 
second and third positions 
respectively in the Tulip 
Festival 2026 competition, 
while Ahmreen Bashir, 
Mir Maryam Zaffar and 
Hanzala Shafiq bagged the 
top three positions in the 
Badamwari Almond Festi-

val 2026 painting competi-
tion.

In the Instagram Reel 
Competition organised in 
connection with the Tulip 
Show 2026, Salman Ahmad 
Wani, Shazeeb Iqbal and 
Ayush Anand secured 
the first, second and third 
positions respectively. In 
the photography compe-
tition, Umair Wani, Saba 
Reshi and Sharafat Khan 
emerged winners, securing 
the first, second and third 
positions respectively.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief  Minister 
said that the objective of  
these competitions was not 
only to encourage artistic 
and creative talent among 
students and young people 
but also to garner greater 
public attention to J&K’s 
major floral attractions 
through contemporary 
platforms.

The Chief  Minister 
highlighted the main 
floral events in the annual 
floriculture calendar while 
appreciating that Badam-
wari, Tulip Garden and 
newly added Chrysanthe-
mum festival witnessed 
great public participa-
tion and that these events 
get further visibility and 
attention through compe-
titions in painting, pho-
tography and social media 
content creation.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

POONCH: Minister for 
Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecol-
ogy & Environment and 
Tribal Affairs, Javed 
Ahmed Rana, today met 
a number of  delegations 
and public representatives 
at Surankote and Poonch 
who apprised him of  vari-
ous development-related 
issues pertaining to their 
respective areas.

The visiting delega-
tions raised a range of  
issues concerning the 
availability and improve-
ment of  essential public 
services, development of  
infrastructure and expe-
diting ongoing works. 
They also brought to the 
Minister’s attention the 
urgent need for restora-
tion of  public services and 
infrastructure damaged 
due to the recent flash 
floods and landslides.

The delegations sought 
intervention of  the gov-
ernment for restoration 

of  damaged roads, water 
supply schemes and other 
essential infrastructure.

Giving a patient hearing 
to the delegations, Javed 
Rana assured them that 
their genuine concerns are 
taken up with the concerned 
departments for appropri-
ate action. He directed the 
officers to ensure close coor-
dination and timely follow-
up so that the issues raised 
by the people are resolved 
without unnecessary delay.

The Minister said that 
resolution of  people’s 
issues remains a priority 
of  the government, adding 
that all necessary steps 
are being taken to ensure 
prompt redress of  public 
grievances and restora-
tion of  essential services 
affected by the recent natu-
ral calamities.

Javed Rana assured the 
delegations that their con-
cerns would be followed up 
with the concerned agen-
cies for swift and effective 
resolution.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.
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Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Homestays Can Take 
J&K Tourism Beyond 

The Beaten Track

J
ammu and Kashmir’s tourism story has long been 
dominated by a handful of established destina-
tions. Srinagar, Gulmarg, Pahalgam and a few other 
popular tourist circuits continue to attract the bulk 
of visitors, while hundreds of lesser-known vil-

lages and scenic areas remain largely outside the main-
stream tourism map. The renewed Homestay Policy offers 
an opportunity to change that equation.
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo’s emphasis on making home-
stays the “bedrock” of tourism in unexplored destinations 
is both timely and strategically important. In a region where 
ecological fragility, unemployment and uneven tourism 
distribution remain major challenges, community-based 
tourism can provide a more sustainable alternative to 
unchecked commercial expansion.
The numbers underline the potential. Jammu and Kashmir 
already has 2,802 homestay units with an accommodation 
capacity of 20,514 beds. These are not merely additional rooms 
for tourists; they represent thousands of households that can 
potentially become direct participants in the tourism economy.
The greatest strength of the homestay model is its local 
character. A visitor staying with a family is likely to experi-
ence the food, culture, traditions and hospitality of the 
place in a way that a conventional hotel cannot always 
provide. For remote villages, this can create a new economic 
ecosystem involving farmers, artisans, transporters, guides, 
cooks and local producers.
But policy announcements alone cannot guarantee success. 
The government must ensure that prospective homestay 
owners receive sustained handholding rather than one-
time training. Hygiene, hospitality, digital bookings, food 
safety, waste management, emergency preparedness and 
basic communication skills should form an integral part of 
capacity-building programmes.
Equally important is access to affordable finance. Renovat-
ing a house, creating additional rooms, installing sanitation 
facilities or improving water and electricity infrastructure can 
be beyond the means of many families. Banks and financial 
institutions therefore have a crucial role to play. The renewed 
policy will achieve its intended purpose only if financing is 
accessible, transparent and simple for ordinary households.
The introduction of the Bed & Breakfast model is another 
welcome step. Allowing secondary residential properties to 
be registered for tourist accommodation can bring vacant and 
underutilised houses into the tourism economy. It can simulta-
neously increase accommodation capacity without encourag-
ing large-scale construction in ecologically sensitive areas.
However, expansion must not come at the cost of regulation. 
The government will have to maintain strict standards relating 
to safety, hygiene, waste disposal, fire protection and struc-
tural suitability. A homestay should not become a licence for 
unregulated commercial activity in residential areas.
There is also a larger question of geographical balance. If 
homestays are concentrated only around already popu-
lar destinations, the basic objective of the policy will be 
defeated. Incentives, promotion and infrastructure sup-
port should therefore favour genuinely unexplored and 
economically weaker areas.
J&K’s tourism future cannot depend entirely on adding 
more hotels to already crowded destinations. It must 
increasingly be about taking tourism to communities and 
allowing communities to benefit directly from it.
The renewed Homestay Policy can become an important 
instrument in achieving precisely that. If implemented with 
transparency, financial support, professional training and 
effective monitoring, it can transform ordinary homes into 
gateways to rural Kashmir and Jammu—while transforming 
local residents from spectators of tourism into its princi-
pal stakeholders. That would be a more inclusive tourism 
model, and perhaps a more sustainable one too.

        Independence At 80

Towards A Credible Republic

DR. REYAZ AHMAD

A
s India prepares to celebrate its 
80th Independence Day on 15 
August 2026, the nation will once 
again be covered in the colours of  
the tricolour. Schools will organise 

cultural programmes, government offices 
will hold flag-hoisting ceremonies, political 
leaders will deliver speeches, and citizens will 
proudly remember the sacrifices of  those who 
fought against colonial rule. These celebrations 
are necessary, meaningful and emotionally 
powerful. Yet Independence Day must be more 
than a yearly ritual. It must also be an occasion 
for honest national reflection.

India’s freedom was not won by one region, 
one religion, one caste or one political ideology. 
It was the result of  collective sacrifice. Hindus, 
Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, Dalits, tribal 
communities, workers, peasants, students, 
intellectuals and countless unnamed citizens 
participated in the freedom struggle. The 
independence they achieved therefore belongs 
equally to every Indian. No individual, party or 
community can claim exclusive ownership of  
the nation or of  patriotism.

Seventy-nine years after independence, 
India has made remarkable progress. It 
has built strong institutions, expanded 
education, developed advanced scientific 
and technological capabilities, improved 
infrastructure, emerged as a major global 
economy and strengthened its international 
influence. India’s achievements in space 
research, digital technology, entrepreneurship, 
pharmaceuticals and democratic participation 
deserve recognition. However, the true spirit 
of  Independence Day requires us to ask a 
difficult but necessary question: has political 
independence translated into social, economic 
and constitutional freedom for all citizens?

Freedom from foreign rule was only the 
beginning. The larger national struggle 
is freedom from poverty, unemployment, 
illiteracy, corruption, discrimination, 
communal hatred and fear. A citizen who 
has the right to vote but cannot find dignified 
employment is not fully empowered. A student 
who studies for years but loses hope because 
of  examination leaks, delayed recruitment or 
unfair selection cannot feel completely free. A 
family that falls into debt because of  medical 
expenses cannot experience the full promise 
of  independence. A minority citizen who feels 
compelled to repeatedly prove loyalty to the 
country cannot feel equal in the republic.

The Constitution provides the moral 
and political foundation of  modern India. 
It promises justice, liberty, equality and 

fraternity. These are not decorative words 
to be recited on national occasions; they are 
obligations that must guide governance and 
public life. Respect for the national flag must be 
accompanied by respect for the constitutional 
values represented by that flag. Patriotism 
cannot be limited to slogans, songs and 
ceremonies. It must be visible in the protection 
of  citizens’ rights, in the equal application 
of  the law and in the dignity with which the 
weakest sections of  society are treated.

A healthy democracy requires both 
a responsible government and a strong 
opposition. The government must have the 
authority to govern, but it must also remain 
accountable. The opposition must question, 
criticise and challenge the government, but it 
must do so constructively. Parliament should 
not become a permanent theatre of  shouting, 
disruption and personal accusation. It must 
remain a place where laws are debated, policies 
are examined and the concerns of  citizens are 
represented with seriousness.

The credibility of  public institutions is 
another central test of  freedom. Elections, 
courts, Parliament, investigative agencies, 
public-service commissions and educational 
bodies must be trusted by citizens. Institutions 
must not only act fairly; they must also be 
seen to act fairly. When people begin to believe 
that institutions are influenced by political 
pressure, selective application of  law or lack of  
transparency, democracy loses moral strength. 
Institutional independence is not a favour to the 
opposition, nor is it a threat to the government. 
It is a protection for the entire nation.

India’s young population is often described 
as its greatest strength. But young citizens need 
more than motivational speeches. They need 
reliable examinations, transparent recruitment, 
affordable education, relevant skills and meaningful 
employment. Their frustration over unemployment, 
paper leaks and delayed appointments should not 
be dismissed as impatience. It is a warning that the 
country’s demographic advantage can turn into 
disappointment if opportunities are not created fairly 
and quickly.

A nation cannot call its youth its future 
while forcing them to spend years moving 
from one competitive examination to another 
without certainty. Independence Day should 

therefore become an occasion to renew the 
national commitment to education reform, 
examination integrity, skill development, 
entrepreneurship and job creation. The dignity 
of  labour must also be respected. Every honest 
profession, whether academic, agricultural, 
technical, industrial or service-based, should 
offer security and social respect.

Economic growth is essential, but growth alone 
is not enough. The benefits of  development must 
reach ordinary citizens. New highways, airports, 
digital platforms and corporate investments are 
signs of  progress, but they must be matched by 
better schools, affordable healthcare, secure 
livelihoods and support for farmers, workers, 
women and small businesses. Development must 
not be judged only by national income or stock-
market performance. It must also be measured by 
whether children are learning, whether families 
can afford treatment, whether farmers receive 
fair returns and whether young people can build 
stable lives.

ocial harmony is equally important. India’s 
diversity is not a weakness to be managed; it is a 
civilisational strength to be protected. Religious 
polarisation, caste hostility, regional prejudice 
and hate speech damage the nation from within. 
A country does not become stronger when one 
community feels dominant. It becomes stronger 
when every community feels secure.

The rights of minorities are therefore not a 
secondary issue. They are a test of democratic 
maturity. Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Jains, Dalits, tribal communities and all vulnerable 
groups must be able to live with dignity and 
confidence. Equal citizenship is not a political 
concession. It is a constitutional guarantee. No 
citizen should be judged by religious identity before 
being recognised as an Indian.

At the same time, citizens must understand 
that criticism of a government is not hatred of  
the nation. Governments change; the country 
remains. A responsible citizen may support one 
policy, oppose another and still remain deeply 
patriotic. Democracy becomes stronger when 
journalists, teachers, students, writers and 
ordinary people can ask difficult questions 
without fear. However, criticism must be based 
on facts, constitutional principles and non-
violence. Deliberate misinformation, communal 
provocation and personal abuse cannot be 

defended in the name of freedom of expression.
Political leaders also carry a special 

responsibility. Their words shape public 
behaviour. When leaders use insulting 
language, spread suspicion or reduce political 
disagreement to personal hatred, society 
imitates them. India urgently needs a more 
dignified political culture in which debates 
focus on policies, evidence and national 
priorities. The government and opposition may 
differ sharply, but they must not encourage 
citizens to treat one another as enemies.

India’s federal character must also be respected. 
The Union and state governments may be controlled 
by different political parties, but public welfare 
must remain above party rivalry. Education, 
healthcare, disaster management, employment 
and infrastructure require cooperation. Citizens 
should not suffer because of political conflict 
between different levels of government.

The digital age has created another 
challenge: misinformation. Fake news, edited 
videos, communal rumours and organised 
online propaganda can create fear within 
minutes. Freedom in the digital era requires 
media literacy, responsible journalism and 
accountability for those who knowingly 
spread falsehoods. Citizens must learn to 
verify information before sharing it, and 
political parties must resist the temptation to 
manipulate public opinion through deception.

Yet responsibility does not belong to 
politicians alone. Citizens must vote thoughtfully, 
reject corruption, respect public property, oppose 
communal hatred, pay taxes honestly and 
hold representatives accountable. Democracy 
weakens when citizens become permanent 
supporters of  parties and stop judging 
performance objectively. National interest must 
remain higher than political loyalty.

As India looks towards 2047, when it will 
complete one hundred years of  independence, 
it must decide what kind of  republic it wants 
to become. A developed India cannot be defined 
by economic size and technology alone. It must 
be a country where no child is excluded from 
education, no youth is denied opportunity 
because of  corruption, no citizen fears 
discrimination, no family is ruined by healthcare 
costs and no institution loses public trust.

On 15 August 2026, India should celebrate 
its achievements with pride. But it should also 
have the courage to confront its unfinished 
responsibilities. The truest tribute to the 
freedom fighters will not be louder speeches, 
larger flags or more elaborate ceremonies. 
It will be an India where power remains 
accountable, institutions remain credible, 
disagreement remains democratic, young 
people find opportunity and every citizen can 
live with dignity and without fear.

The flag will truly fly high when the 
constitutional promise beneath it reaches 
every Indian.

The author is math faculty member at 
Department of  General Education, HUC, 

Ajman, United Arab Emirates 

FCRA Bill

Need For Balance And Restraint In Regulating Foreign Contributions

LALIT GARGG

A
ugust 12, 2026, was a 
significant day for the 
Indian Parliament, as 
the Foreign Contribution 
(Regulation) Amendment 

Bill, 2026, popularly known as the 
FCRA Bill, was referred by the 
Lok Sabha to a 31-member Joint 
Parliamentary Committee (JPC). 
This decision is not merely about 
moving a bill to the next stage of  the 
parliamentary process; it provides 
an opportunity for a much broader 
debate encompassing national 
security, transparency in foreign 
funding, the autonomy of  religious 
and social institutions, the role of  
civil society, and democratic freedoms. 

Referring the Bill to the JPC also offers 
the government and the Opposition an 
opportunity to transform an immediate 
political confrontation into a substantive 
parliamentary deliberation. The history 
of the FCRA itself underlines the 
seriousness of this debate. The first law 
was enacted in 1976 in view of concerns 
that foreign funds could be used to exert 
external influence on India's political 
and social life. In 2010, it was replaced 
by a new FCRA law, and its provisions 
were subsequently tightened at various 
stages, including in 2020. Today, the law 
is no longer merely a mechanism for 
maintaining accounts of the receipt and 
utilisation of foreign contributions; it has 
also become an important component 
of the discourse surrounding national 
security and sovereignty.

The figures indicate the scale of the 
issue. According to PRS, as of July 15, 
2026, 14,449 FCRA registrations were 
active, while 22,498 had been cancelled 
and 15,212 had expired. Between 2019 and 
2022, as many as 13,520 organisations 
received approximately ₹55,741 crore 
in foreign contributions. These figures 
naturally raise an important question: 
where was such a substantial amount of  
money utilised, for what purposes, and 
under what level of oversight? But an 
equally important question must also 
be asked: Can the cancellation or expiry 
of an organisation's FCRA registration, 

by itself, be treated as evidence of  
financial or criminal wrongdoing? 
Even according to the government's 
own explanation, there can be several 
reasons for the expiry or cancellation of  
a registration, and it would therefore be 
inappropriate to equate every such case 
with misconduct. 

This brings us to one of the most sensitive 
aspects of the proposed amendment. The 
Bill proposes the creation of a “designated 
authority.” If an organisation's FCRA 
registration is cancelled, voluntarily 
surrendered, or expires because its 
certificate is not renewed, the foreign 
contribution and assets created from 
such funds may initially be placed under 
the temporary control of this authority. 
If the registration is not restored within 
the prescribed period, the assets may 
subsequently vest permanently in the 
authority, with provisions for their use or 
sale for public purposes. The proceeds from 
such sale, along with any unutilised foreign 
contribution, are proposed to be credited to 
the Consolidated Fund of India.

India has witnessed several 
instances in which questions have 
been raised over the misuse of foreign 
funding, financial irregularities, or 
activities allegedly inconsistent with 
national interests. Therefore, the 
fundamental objective of the FCRA, 
to ensure that foreign contributions 
remain transparent, accountable and 
restricted to lawful purposes—is neither 
unreasonable nor anti-democratic. 
However, there must also be a clear line 
between the legitimate requirements 
of national security and the expansion 
of  administrative powers. That is 
where the real test of this Bill lies. If  
an organisation has used foreign funds 
for terrorism, violence, separatism, 
forced or inducement-based religious 
conversion, political destabilisation, 
or activities that undermine India's 
sovereignty, the strongest possible 
action should be taken. Such firmness 
is essential in the national interest. On 
the other hand, if an organisation is 
running a hospital, providing education 
to the underprivileged, protecting the 
environment, working for women and 
children, or providing relief during 

natural disasters, the possibility 
of  years of  social work and assets 
created through foreign contributions 
coming under immediate government 
control merely because of a technical 
or procedural lapse can certainly be a 
matter of concern.

This is precisely why referring the 
Bill to the JPC is a positive opportunity. 
Passing legislation by a parliamentary 
majority is an essential part of the 
democratic process, but laws that can 
affect thousands of  organisations, 
millions of  beneficiaries and the 
wider civil society deserve careful and 
comprehensive scrutiny. The JPC can 
provide a forum where the Opposition 
can place its concerns, the government 
can explain its rationale, and the views 
and experiences of legal experts, social 
organisations, religious institutions, 
financial specialists and security 
agencies can be examined. The Bill 
also contains an important balancing 
provision concerning religious places. 
The religious character of a place of  
worship would have to be preserved. 
The designated authority would not 
be permitted to convert such a place 
for another purpose or extinguish its 
religious character. In addition, the 
affected organisation would have the 
right to seek a review within 90 days 
and to appeal before a District Judge. 
The government has also stated that, 
once registration is restored, assets 
temporarily vested in the authority 
and unutilised funds would be returned. 
These provisions are welcome. 
However, the crucial question will be 
whether these safeguards and remedies 

are genuinely independent, accessible 
and effective in practice.

Another significant change relates to 
renewal of registration. Under the 2026 
rules, utilisation of at least ₹10 lakh in 
foreign contributions during the preceding 
two financial years has been prescribed 
as an indicator of an active organisation. 
The framework also provides for more 
detailed information regarding activities, 
State-specific registration and utilisation 
of funds. Such requirements may help 
in identifying and regulating dormant 
organisations. However, the JPC must 
also examine whether spending ₹10 lakh 
is a practical benchmark for every small 
but genuinely active social organisation. 
Social utility cannot be measured merely 
by the amount of money an organisation 
spends. The FCRA debate should not be 
reduced merely to a binary contest between 
“the government and the Opposition” or 
between “nationalism and civil liberties.” 
The real question is much larger: How 
should India receive foreign resources, 
and how can it ensure that such resources 
serve the interests of Indian society rather 
than becoming instruments for influencing 
India's policies, institutions or social fabric? 
At the same time, it must be ensured 
that regulatory powers do not become 
so expansive that legitimate dissent by 
independent social organisations is itself  
viewed with suspicion.

In a vast and diverse democracy like 
India, civil society is not an adversary of  
the government; it is a vital partner in a 
healthy democratic system. Thousands 
of non-governmental organisations 
are doing valuable work in healthcare, 
education, rural development, 

environmental protection, women's 
empowerment, disability welfare and 
disaster relief. Every organisation 
receiving foreign contributions must 
maintain transparency, proper accounts 
and full compliance with Indian law. But 
the government must also ensure that 
regulation is aimed not at controlling such 
organisations, but at ensuring the proper 
and lawful utilisation of foreign funds. 
The greatest challenge before Parliament 
and the JPC is therefore to establish this 
delicate balance. There should be no place 
for anti-national activities under the cover 
of foreign funding, just as there should be 
no exemption for financial irregularities 
committed in the name of social service. 
Equally, legitimate social work should 
not be placed under suspicion merely 
because of ideological disagreement 
with the government or the prevailing 
establishment. The law must embody 
two principles simultaneously: firmness 
against wrongdoing and sensitivity 
towards legitimate social service. Both 
must go hand in hand.

The FCRA Amendment Bill 
represents a major opportunity for 
India's governance framework. If the 
JPC examines the issue by rising above 
political accusations and counter-
accusations and evaluates it on the 
basis of facts, law, national security 
and civil rights, the Bill could become 
much more than legislation regulating 
foreign contributions. It could lay the 
foundation for a more transparent, 
accountable and healthy civil society 
in India. The expectation now is that the 
JPC will neither accept governmental 
rigidity unquestioningly nor treat the 
Opposition's apprehensions as the 
final word. Instead, it should examine 
the facts in depth and recommend a 
balanced legal framework—one that 
safeguards national security, ensures 
complete transparency in foreign 
funding and preserves the legitimate 
freedom of social service. That is the 
real test of the FCRA: foreign money 
must be regulated, but public service 
must not be restrained.

The author can be mailed at 
lalitgarg11@gmail.com
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       India’s 80Th Independence Day

Transforming Freedom Into Opportunity

DR. RATAN BHATTACHARJEE

I
ndia’s Independence Day has 
never been merely a celebration 
of  the past. Every 15 August is 
an occasion when the nation 
looks simultaneously backward 

and forward, remembering the sacri-
fices that secured freedom and asking 
what that freedom should achieve in 
the future. The 80th Independence 
Day on 15 August 2026 acquires a 
particularly evocative significance. 
India stands at an important point in 
its journey towards the centenary of  
independence in 2047, and the nation-
al imagination is increasingly shaped 
by two powerful ideas: “Yuva Shakti” 
or Youth Power, as the driving force 
behind the vision of  Viksit Bharat, 
and the commemoration of  150 years 
of  “Vande Mataram,” Bankim Chan-
dra Chattopadhyay’s immortal invo-
cation of  the motherland. 

These two themes may appear to 
belong to different historical worlds. 
Vande Mataram emerged in nine-
teenth-century colonial India, while 
Yuva Shakti speaks to the aspira-
tions of  twenty-first-century India. 
Yet they are deeply connected. One 
represents the emotional awakening 
of  a nation struggling for freedom; 
the other represents the energy of  a 
young nation determined to trans-
form that freedom into development, 
opportunity and global leadership. 
One awakened the spirit of  patrio-
tism; the other must translate that 
spirit into nation-building.

The story of  Vande Mataram is 
inseparable from the evolution of  
Indian nationalism. Bankim Chan-
dra Chattopadhyay composed the 
song in the nineteenth century, and 
it later became an enormously influ-
ential expression of  patriotic feeling 
during the freedom movement. Its 
words transformed the idea of  the 
motherland into an emotional pres-
ence. India was no longer simply a 
geographical territory; she became 
Mata, a mother deserving love, sacri-
fice and reverence.

 The song travelled beyond the 
pages of  literature and entered the 
streets, meetings and political imagi-
nation of  a people seeking freedom.
The 150th anniversary of  Vande Mata-
ram therefore invites us to reflect on 
the extraordinary power of  litera-
ture and culture in shaping national 
consciousness. Before political inde-
pendence became a reality, there 
had to be a psychological liberation, 
a realisation that India belonged to 
her people and that they possessed 
the moral right to determine their 
own destiny. Songs, poems, novels, 
speeches and newspapers played an 
enormous role in creating that con-
sciousness.

The freedom struggle was pow-
ered not only by political strategies 
but also by imagination. A nation had 
to imagine itself  as a nation before 
it could become one. Vande Mata-
ram contributed to that imaginative 
process. Its historical importance 
lies in its ability to turn patriotism 
into a deeply felt emotional experi-
ence.Today, however, the meaning of  
patriotism must be expanded from 
sacrifice for freedom to responsibility 
for development. The generation that 
fought colonial rule had a clear objec-
tive: independence. The generation of  
2026 faces a different challenge. 

Political independence has been 
achieved; the task now is to ensure 
that freedom produces prosperity, dig-
nity, equality, knowledge and oppor-
tunity for every citizen.This is where 
Yuva Shakti becomes crucial.India 
possesses one of  the world's largest 
young populations. This demograph-
ic reality can become a tremendous 
national advantage if  young Indians 
are educated, skilled, healthy, inno-
vative and socially responsible. But 
youth power is not simply a matter 
of  numbers. A large youth popula-
tion becomes a demographic dividend 
only when young people have access 
to quality education, productive 
employment, entrepreneurship, tech-
nology and opportunities for mean-
ingful participation in national life.

The Viksit Bharat vision for 2047 
must therefore be, above all, a youth-
centred vision. The India that reaches 
its centenary of  independence will 
largely be built by the young people 

of  today. They will become scientists, 
teachers, entrepreneurs, engineers, 
doctors, artists, administrators, farm-
ers, researchers, soldiers, writers and 
social leaders. Their imagination will 
determine what kind of  India emerg-
es in 2047. 

The most important investment 
India can make is therefore an 
investment in its young people.Edu-
cation must occupy the centre of  this 
national transformation. The edu-
cation system of  the future cannot 
be limited to preparing students for 
examinations. It must prepare them 
for an unpredictable world in which 
artificial intelligence, automation, 
biotechnology, robotics, climate 

change and digital transformation 
will reshape employment and social 
relations. Young Indians must acquire 
technical competence, but they also 
need creativity, critical thinking, 
communication skills, ethical judg-
ment and empathy.

A Viksit Bharat will require a 
generation that can innovate rather 
than merely imitate. India's young 
people should not be trained only to 
seek employment; they should also 
be encouraged to create employment. 
Entrepreneurship, start-ups, research 

and innovation can transform the 
country's economic landscape. From 
a village-based enterprise to a tech-
nology company working on global 
problems, every young Indian should 
have the possibility of  turning an idea 
into an opportunity.Technology has 
already altered the meaning of  youth 
power. A young person in a small 
town can now communicate with the 
world, acquire knowledge from global 
sources, build a digital enterprise or 
collaborate with people thousands 
of  kilometres away. The smartphone 
and the internet have created unprec-
edented access to information. But 
information alone is not knowledge, 
and knowledge alone is not wisdom. 
The challenge before young India is 
to use technology intelligently rather 
than become enslaved by it.

Artificial intelligence will intensify 
this challenge. It will create new pro-
fessions and transform existing ones. 
The youth of  India must therefore 
become technologically literate with-
out losing their humanity. Machines 

can process information, but com-
passion, moral judgment, imagina-
tion and the capacity to understand 
human suffering remain profoundly 
human qualities. The Viksit Bharat of  
the future should be technologically 
sophisticated but ethically sensitive.
Youth power must also extend beyond 
metropolitan India. India's villages, 
small towns and border regions con-
tain enormous reservoirs of  talent.

The same spirit must extend to 
India's linguistic and cultural diver-
sity. Young Indians should be able to 
embrace modernity without aban-
doning their cultural roots. India's 
strength lies in its extraordinary 
plurality. Bengali, Assamese, Hindi, 
Tamil, Malayalam, Marathi, Kashmi-
ri, Punjabi, Telugu, Kannada, Odia 
and many other languages enrich the 
national imagination. Youth power 
should therefore become a bridge 
between India's traditions and its 
global future.This is especially rel-
evant when we reflect upon Vande 
Mataram. Its endurance reminds us 
that language can become a force of  
collective identity. Literature has the 
ability to reach where political slo-

gans cannot. Contemporary writers, 
poets, filmmakers, musicians and dig-
ital creators therefore have a major 
responsibility. They can help young 
Indians understand that patriotism 
does not require uniformity. One can 
love India precisely because India 
contains many voices.

The celebration of  150 years of  
Vande Mataram should thus become 
an opportunity to rediscover India's 
literary heritage. Bankim Chandra's 
song belongs to a historical moment, 
but its larger question remains rele-
vant: Yuva Shakti must become a force 
for green development,renewable 
energy, sustainable agriculture, 
responsible consumption, cleaner 
cities and conservation of  natural 
resources.The Viksit Bharat vision 
must also be judged by social justice. 
A developed country is not merely 
one with high GDP or advanced infra-
structure. It is one where citizens can 
live with dignity. Poverty, hunger, 
discrimination, unemployment and 
educational inequality weaken the 

foundations of  development. Young 
Indians must therefore be encour-
aged to see nation-building as a moral 
enterprise.

 Volunteering, social entrepreneur-
ship, community service and civic 
participation can transform patrio-
tism into everyday action.India's 
youth must also understand that 
democracy is not merely the right to 
vote. It involves dialogue, tolerance, 
constitutional responsibility and 
respect for disagreement. A confi-
dent young India should be capable 
of  debating fiercely without hating 
those who disagree. The Constitu-
tion's ideals of  justice, liberty, equal-
ity and fraternity must become lived 
values rather than merely words in 
a textbook.

There is also an important rela-
tionship between Yuva Shakti and 
national unity. India's diversity can 
sometimes appear complicated, but 
it is precisely this complexity that 
makes India unique. Young Indians 
travelling, studying, working and 
interacting across state and linguistic 
boundaries can build bridges that pol-
itics alone cannot create. The young 

generation can make national inte-
gration a lived experience through 
friendship, collaboration and cultural 
exchange. The 80th Independence 
Day therefore offers a remarkable 
symbolic convergence. 150 years of  
Vande Mataram reminds India of  the 
emotional power that helped awaken 
national consciousness. Yuva Shakti 
reminds India that the future cannot 
be inherited; it must be created. 
Between the two lies the entire jour-
ney from freedom to development. 
The freedom fighters gave India politi-
cal independence. The youth of  today 
must give that independence a fuller 
social and economic meaning.

The India of  2047 should be an 
India where a child receives excellent 
education regardless of  birthplace; 
where healthcare is accessible; where 
women feel safe and empowered; 
where farmers benefit from technol-
ogy and fair opportunities; where 
cities are liveable and villages are 
connected; where scientific research 
flourishes; where entrepreneurs can 
innovate; where the environment is 
protected; and where every citizen 
feels that the nation belongs to them.
Such an India cannot be built by gov-
ernment alone. It requires a partner-
ship among government, institutions, 
industry, universities, civil society 
and, above all, citizens. 

The young must not remain pas-
sive beneficiaries of  development. 
They must become active par-
ticipants in it.Perhaps that is the 
deepest meaning of  Yuva Shakti.
Youth power is not merely youthful 
enthusiasm. It is energy disciplined 
by knowledge, ambition guided by 
ethics, innovation guided by respon-
sibility and patriotism expressed 
through service. And perhaps that is 
the contemporary meaning of  Vande 
Mataram. Viksit Bharat 2047 can 
become the destination.The jour-
ney from Vande Mataram to Viksit 
Bharat is therefore not a journey 
away from the past. It is a journey 
in which the sacrifices, dreams and 
cultural memory of  the past are 
transformed into the knowledge, 
courage and creativity of  the future.

On this 80th Independence Day, 
India's message should be clear: 
the freedom earned by yesterday's 
heroes must become the opportunity 
of  tomorrow's youth. The patriotic 
song of  the past must become the 
developmental commitment of  the 
present. And the India imagined by 
generations of  freedom fighters must 
become the India built by millions of  
young citizens. “Vande Mataram is 
the voice of  India's awakening. /Yuva 
Shakti is the energy of  India's becom-
ing./Viksit Bharat is the promise of  
India's future.” May the tricolour con-
tinue to fly not only above our heads 
but also within our hearts, and may 
every young Indian become a builder 
of  the India that will celebrate its cen-
tenary of  independence in 2047.

International Tagore Awardee 
multilingual writer Dr. Ratan Bhat-

tacharjee is a former Affiliate Faculty 
of  English Virginia Commonwealth 
University Richmond and President 
of  Kolkata Indian American Society  
India . He can be reached at profra-

tanbhattacharjee@gmail.com

The story 
of  Vande 
Mataram 

is inseparable from 
the evolution of  
Indian nationalism. 
Bankim Chandra 
Chattopadhyay com-
posed the song in the 
nineteenth century, 
and it later became 
an enormously 
influential expres-
sion of  patriotic feel-
ing during the free-
dom movement. Its 
words transformed 
the idea of  the moth-
erland into an emo-
tional presence.
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Govt Taking Steps
of  these reforms are to completely curb the use 

of  unfair means in public examinations, make the 
examination system more transparent, more secure, 
and more trustworthy for the youth," she said.

Her remarks assume significance in the back-
drop of  recent nationwide Gen Z and student-led 
protests demanding systemic overhauls, fast-track 
investigations, and stringent legal action following 
high-profile paper leak irregularities in competitive 
examinations.

Highlighting the spirit of  enterprise among young 
citizens, she said youths are increasingly embracing 
a culture of  job creation rather than job seeking.

"Many of  our youth are embracing the culture of  
job creation as they pursue the path of  self-employ-
ment. The participation of  young entrepreneurs has 
led to the creation of  a strong start-up ecosystem in 
our country. Major global enterprises are impressed 
by the talent and dedication of  Indian youth and 
entrust them with leadership roles," she added.

The president said such achievers have enhanced 
the reputation of  India's youth power globally and 
reaffirmed her faith in the country's bright future.

Turning to holistic development, the president 
said that the physical and mental well-being of  the 
youth forms the cornerstone of  the nation's future, 
adding that families and society share the collective 
responsibility to motivate them.

She highlighted sports as a key vehicle for youth 
development and nation-building under the flagship 
'Khelo India' programme.

"Under the Khelo India programme, a sports eco-
system is being developed across the country, from 
the grassroots to the national level. The government 
is making unprecedented investments to promote 
sports, yielding remarkable leaps in the achieve-
ments of  our sportspersons in international tourna-
ments," she said.

President Murmu also lauded the "unmatched 
valour" of  the Indian Armed Forces, saying Opera-
tion Sindoor demonstrated the country's capability 
to execute precision counter-terror operations and 
sent a firm message that terror elements and their 
backers will face consequences regardless of  where 
they hide.

She recalled the anniversary of  the military 
action alongside historic observances like Kargil 
Vijay Diwas, reaffirming India's tradition of  over-
coming forces hostile to humanity.

"On the 26th of  July, we observed Kargil Vijay 
Diwas. Earlier, on the 7th of  May, we commemo-
rated the completion of  one year since the launch of  
Operation Sindoor. We remembered the unmatched 
valour of  our Armed Forces. That historic operation 
against terrorism demonstrated the capability of  the 
Indian Armed Forces to act with precision," she said.

She said the operation delivered an unequivocal 
warning to enemies. "It sent a clear and firm mes-
sage to terrorists and those who support them, that 
no matter where they hide, they will have to face the 
consequences of  their actions."

The President also highlighted the strategic mea-
sures accompanying the counter-terror posture, 
describing the decision to suspend the Indus Waters 
Treaty with the nation harbouring terror networks 
as a "decisive step in the interest of  our nation, espe-
cially the farmers."

On internal security, she termed the eradication 
of  Naxalism a monumental achievement for the 
country after decades of  struggle.

"For decades, Naxalism posed a serious challenge 
to the nation. Making India Naxal free is a major 
achievement. Today, enthusiasm prevails in the 
areas once affected by Naxalism," she said, pointing 
to all-inclusive development efforts and active local 
participation in initiatives like the Bastar Olympics 
and the Bastar Pandum festival.

Highlighting the nation's civilisational heritage, 
the President said that Sarnath, the site of  Lord 
Buddha's first sermon, was included in the UNESCO 
World Heritage List this year, following the listing 
of  12 Maratha military forts last year.

She stated that India proudly balances monu-
ments of  deep spirituality with historic symbols of  
military strength and resilience.

Addressing foreign policy, she reiterated that 
peace, dialogue, cooperation, and the ideal of  'Vasud-
haiva Kutumbakam' (the world is one family) remain 
the bedrock of  India's international relations.

"We believe in a rules-based international order. 
Our endeavour is to ensure that the global communi-
ty receives appropriate representation in the United 
Nations and other multilateral organisations," she 
stated, noting India's growing stature among Global 
South nations.

The President also touched upon senior care, 
pointing out that alongside the world's largest young 
population, India is also seeing a rise in senior citi-
zens and noted that about six crore senior citizens 
aged 70 and above can now avail of  free healthcare 
services up to Rs 5 lakh per year under government 
initiatives, urging society to remain sensitive and 
uphold their dignity.

She said the country is moving steadily towards 
building a 'Viksit Bharat' by 2047, driven by eco-
nomic resilience, massive digital infrastructure, and 
empowered youth and women.

She stressed that guided by the spirit of  'Antyo-
daya', the core resolve of  the nation remains ensur-
ing the fruits of  development reach every individual, 
even as global warfare and instability present severe 
economic headwinds worldwide.

"Even in such trying circumstances, our econo-
my is moving ahead as the fastest growing major 
economy in the world. According to economic pro-
jections, the growth rate of  the Indian economy is 
expected to be more than twice the average global 
growth rate.

"'Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan' has further 
strengthened the foundation of  our economic prog-
ress and national security," she said.

Highlighting internal welfare milestones over 
the past decade, the President said that more than 
25 crore people have been lifted out of  poverty and 
added that nearly 59 crore account holders have 

joined the banking system under the Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, with over 32 crore of  these 
account holders being women, while food security 
has been ensured for over 80 crore people through 
free rations.

Underlining India's technological leap, she point-
ed out that the country has developed the world's 
largest and best digital infrastructure, accounting 
for more than half  of  global real-time digital trans-
actions.

Highlighting the demographic dividend, the Presi-
dent said that 65 per cent of  the country's population 
is below the age of  35, describing the youth as India's 
"most valuable asset."

She commended young entrepreneurs for driving 
a robust startup ecosystem and lauded young inno-
vators, citing a recent space exploration milestone 
led by a team with an average age of  just 28 years.

Women's empowerment remained a central theme 
of  her address. Celebrating achievements ranging 
from rural self-help groups to high-altitude defence, 
she said that the initial target of  creating three crore 
'Lakhpati Didis' has been achieved, with the govern-
ment now pushing towards a goal of  creating three 
crore more.

"Our girls are performing exceptionally well in 
education and diverse sectors, from the Drone Didi 
enhancing agricultural productivity to the Fighter 
Combat Leader in the Air Force. In the recently con-
cluded Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, women 
won 8 out of  India's total tally of  13 gold medals," 
she said.

The President also highlighted political inclusion, 
pointing out that the enactment of  the 'Nari Shakti 
Vandan Adhiniyam' in 2023, which reserves 33 per 
cent of  seats for women in the Lok Sabha and Legis-
lative Assemblies, will make Indian democracy more 
inclusive. Politicalanalysis

Speaking on sustainable development, she assert-
ed that India is playing a leading role globally in 
protecting the environment, having achieved sev-
eral Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) for 2030 
ahead of  schedule.

Reciting a Santali language poem penned by 
Pandit Raghunath Murmu, she urged citizens to 
remain committed to preserving nature and human 
values, linking individual action to national initia-
tives such as 'Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam' and 'Lifestyle 
for Environment' (LiFE).

The President also paid homage to freedom fight-
ers, Mahatma Gandhi, B R Ambedkar and Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel for integrating over 550 princely 
states. She also solemnly remembered those who lost 
their lives or faced displacement during partition, 
observed on August 14 as 'Vibhajan Vibheeshika 
Smriti Divas'.

She invoked Telugu writer Gurajada Apparao's 
lines, "A nation is not just its land, a nation is all its 
people", urging every citizen to contribute whole-
heartedly to transforming independent India into a 
fully developed nation by 2047.

PM Modi Hails
Bharat'.
In a post on X, the PM said the President's 

thoughts "reflect the strength of  our nation and the 
aspirations of  every Indian".

Modi said the address was motivating and 
thoughtful.

"Her message inspires us all to work with renewed 
determination for a Viksit Bharat," the prime min-
ister said.

Underlining that students are the "architects of  
India's future", President Murmu said in her address 
that the government is taking comprehensive steps 
to reform public examinations to completely curb 
paper leaks and unfair means, making the system 
transparent, secure, and trustworthy.

She stressed that just as the government and 
society remain united to ensure national security, 
everyone must contribute through joint and con-
certed efforts to safeguard the present and future 
of  students.

J&K Set To Scale
progressing at a swift pace. “The government 

wants to ensure that the benefits of  development 
reach every corner of  the region,” he said. “I am 
confident that we will scale new heights of  prosper-
ity in the near future.”

The Lieutenant Governor called upon the people 
of  Jammu and Kashmir to renew their commitment 
to collectively build a strong, self-reliant and devel-
oped Union Territory.

He urged citizens to join hands in safeguard-
ing peace and prosperity, saying the day was fast 
approaching when Jammu and Kashmir would 
emerge as one of  the leading developed regions in 
the country and make a significant contribution to 
the vision of  a developed India.

LG Sinha concluded his message by extending 
Independence Day greetings to the people, “Jai 
Hind!”

Build Bridges Of
during the observance of  ‘Partition Horrors 

Remembrance Day’, Sinha said Partition was not 
merely a chapter of  history but a living memory of  
millions of  families, and called upon the youth to 
“build bridges of  trust”.

“The youth of  Jammu Kashmir must ensure that 
the mistakes of  the past are never repeated in the 
future. Where walls were once raised, you must build 
bridges of  trust and construct a Viksit Bharat that 
is inclusive,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor emphasized that the 
wound of  partition continues to exist as a pain in the 
collective consciousness of  every Indian.

“Decades after the partition, their sacrifice 
reminds us that the wound remains unhealed, lin-
gering as a generational pain in India's collective 

soul. On Partition Horrors Remembrance Day, we 
are not merely recalling the past but we are giving 
voice to those millions whose voices were taken away 
from them. I wish to reiterate with firm resolve that 
we will not allow their pain to be buried in the dust 
of  history.

Remembering them is fulfilling our duty towards 
humanity. We will preserve their memories. Remem-
bering them with complete truthfulness, honesty, 
and utmost sensitivity is the most sacred tribute. I 
believe that their stories are an indelible chapter of  
our national consciousness, and their sacrifice will 
forever remain alive in the soul of  Mother India,” 
the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor urged the people of  UT 
of  Jammu Kashmir to treat this day as an occasion 
of  introspection and national resolve. He called upon 
the youth, farmers, workers, and women to rise with 
courage and determination, to turn the pace of  time 
towards progress and harmony.

The Lieutenant Governor praised the resilience 
of  people who rebuilt their lives with courage and 
enriched the country’s social fabric and cultural 
heritage with historic traditions and values.

‘Today’s occasion is an opportunity to acknowl-
edge the pain of  the past and strengthen our unwav-
ering commitment to peace, harmony and national 
unity. This day reminds us that only the lessons of  
history can make the future secure and humane,” 
the Lieutenant Governor said.  

He noted that the partition divided families and 
displaced communities from Pakistan-occupied 
Jammu Kashmir and Chhamb. He paid tribute to 
those who faced decades-long discrimination within 
the UT due to Article 370. The Lieutenant Governor 
said that Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi ended their suffering and granted them equal 
rights like any other citizen of  the country.

The Lieutenant Governor also paid tribute the 
countless families who sacrificed during the tribal 
invasion months after partition.

“Within a few months of  partition, enemies of  
the nation carried out terror attack under the cover 
of  tribal invasions. Indian army and people fought 
bravely. The struggle and sacrifice of  countless fami-
lies are an integral part of  the collective memory of  
Jammu Kashmir.  Today, I humbly pay tribute to the 
patience, hard work, and unbroken patriotism of  all 
those families,” he said.

Addressing the youth, the Lieutenant Governor 
emphasized that partition is not merely history but 
a living memory of  millions of  families. He urged 
them to learn from the experiences of  the past, to 
reject enmity and communal bitterness, and to build 
bridges of  trust. He called upon them to construct 
a developed India that is inclusive and empowered.

"The youth of  Jammu Kashmir must ensure that 
the mistakes of  the past are never repeated in the 
future. Where walls were once raised, you must build 
bridges of  trust and construct a Viksit Bharat that is 
inclusive,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor reminded the gather-
ing that India’s strength lies in its diversity. From 
Kashmir to Kanyakumari, from Gujarat to Goa, from 
Assam to Arunachal Pradesh, India is a confluence 
of  languages, cultures, traditions, and beliefs, he 
said.

“Through partition, enemies of  the nation tried 
to destroy this spirit of  unity in diversity, but India 
has continuously moved forward with pride and 
confidence. We must take a pledge to acquaint future 
generations with the pain of  partition, to strengthen 
peace and harmony, and to ensure that such a trag-
edy is never repeated. Building a self-reliant Jammu 
Kashmir is a shared duty and national unity remains 
the bedrock of  our strength, security and collective 
progress,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor visited the photo exhibi-
tion on Partition Horrors Remembrance Day. A Two- 
minute silence was observed in the memory of  those 
who lost their lives during the Partition of  India.

The event also featured a moving theatrical per-
formance by the artists that brought to light the 
trauma, hardship, and displacement experienced by 
millions during the Partition.

Dr Syed Darakhshan Andrabi, Chairperson, J&K 
Waqf  Board; Shri Atal Dulloo, Chief  Secretary; Shri 
Shaleen Kabra, Additional Chief  Secretary, Jal 
Shakti Department, Shri Brij Mohan Sharma, Prin-
cipal Secretary Culture; Shri Ashok Koul, General 
Secretary (Organisation) BJP J&K; senior officials, 
prominent citizens from different walks of  life and 
youth in large number were present.

Scar of Partition is
their lives enduring inhuman suffering, and tens 

of  millions were forced to abandon their homes, 
property, and loved ones and become displaced.

"This scar of  the country's partition, which is a 
gift from the Congress, will never be forgotten by 
history. I pay my respectful homage to all those who 
lost their lives in this catastrophe and to those who 
struggled against the atrocities," he said.

Shah said through Partition Horrors Remem-
brance Day, the Modi government is reaching the 
memories of  this tragedy to the youth, so that the 
forces seeking to divide the country again can never 
succeed and 'One India, Excellent India' becomes our 
supreme goal.

J&K Set To Observe
Independence Day function at Bakshi Stadium 

in Srinagar, while Deputy Chief  Minister Surinder 
Kumar Choudhary will lead the main celebration at 
Maulana Azad Stadium in Jammu, the official said, 
adding that the administration has made arrange-
ments for the ceremonial functions, including 
parades, cultural programmes and other activities, 
while full dress rehearsals have been conducted at 
various venues ahead of  the celebrations.

He said that security has been strengthened 
across Jammu and Kashmir, particularly around 
major venues, sensitive installations, highways, 

entry and exit points and vulnerable areas along 
the Line of  Control and International Border.

The security grid has been reinforced along 
stretches of  the LoC, including Gurez, Uri, Karnah 
and Tangdhar sectors of  North Kashmir and the 
Sunderbani area of  Jammu, the official said.

He said that additional surveillance and area dom-
ination measures have also been put in place along 
the International Border in the Jammu region, with 
security personnel maintaining round-the-clock 
patrolling and monitoring sensitive locations.

Another official said that troops deployed along 
the LoC have intensified patrolling and surveillance 
and are maintaining close coordination to detect 
and respond to any suspicious movement or pos-
sible infiltration attempt. “Security forces have also 
deployed modern surveillance equipment, includ-
ing drones and quadcopters equipped with high-
resolution cameras and night-vision capabilities, in 
difficult and vulnerable areas. Smart fencing and 
electronic surveillance systems have been strength-
ened at vulnerable points to supplement physical 
barriers and improve detection capabilities along 
the borders,” he said, adding, “Rapid response teams 
and specialised units have been kept ready for quick 
deployment to sensitive locations, while bulletproof  
and all-terrain vehicles are being used to facilitate 
movement in mountainous and difficult terrain.”

The official said that security forces have also 
conducted operational exercises to sharpen their 
response to possible infiltration attempts and attacks 
on forward positions.

Recently, troops in the Sunderbani sector con-
ducted drills simulating infiltration and attacks on 
fortified positions to test coordination, firepower and 
rapid-response capabilities.

The Jammu and Kashmir Police have intensified 
checking and surveillance in sensitive and border 
areas besides strengthening security at key entry 
and exit points, he said.

“Security agencies are maintaining close coor-
dination and sharing intelligence inputs to prevent 
any attempt to disrupt the Independence Day cel-
ebrations or exploit increased movement during the 
occasion,” the official added.

Meanwhile, the Jammu and Kashmir administra-
tion has appealed to people across the Union Terri-
tory to participate in the Independence Day celebra-
tions in large numbers and attend functions being 
organised at district and other levels.

Officials said the public participation would add 
to the spirit of  the national celebration and make 
the programmes across Jammu and Kashmir more 
inclusive.

The administration has urged people to join the 
celebrations peacefully and observe Independence 
Day with enthusiasm and patriotic spirit.

With security arrangements and civil prepara-
tions completed, authorities said all necessary mea-
sures have been put in place for smooth conduct of  
the August 15 functions across Jammu and Kash-
mir—(KNO)

Rain, Hailstorm
significant losses.
Meanwhile, Flash floods were also reported from 

Pahalgam following an intense spell of  rain. Nallah 
Awoora overflowed, washing away a makeshift road 
constructed in the Awoora area. The same route had 
earlier been washed away during a cloudburst.

Pertinently, the India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) Srinagar had earlier issued a warning for sev-
eral areas, forecasting heavy rain and brief  intense 
showers over Anantnag, Pahalgam, Tral, Pulwama, 
Kulgam, Banihal-Ramban and Shopian.

The warning, issued at 2:46 pm, remained valid 
until 5:46 pm and cautioned that the intense showers 
could trigger flash floods, landslides and mudslides, 
particularly in Pahalgam, Shopian, Kulgam, Anant-
nag and Ramban districts.

The Meteorological Centre Srinagar said rain 
was recorded over many parts of  Rajouri, Shop-
ian, Kulgam, eastern parts of  Srinagar, Anantnag, 
Banihal-Ramban, Kishtwar and adjoining areas.

It predicted that the ongoing spell of  rain and 
thundershowers could continue over many places, 
with brief  intense heavy showers likely over Gan-
derbal, eastern Srinagar, the Hazratbal-Zakura axis, 
Shopian, Kulgam, Anantnag, Tral, hilly areas of  
Ganderbal, Ramban, Udhampur, Reasi, Doda and 
Kishtwar during the following three to five hours.

The weather office warned that intense showers 
could generate localised flash floods, mudslides and 
landslides in hilly areas. It also cautioned of  possible 
shooting stones and landslides at some vulnerable 
locations.

In the past 24 hours, significant rainfall was 
recorded at several stations, with Kathua receiving 
62.4 mm, Bhaderwah 62.2 mm and Reasi ARG 34.5 
mm, according to the Meteorological Centre.

The weather office said a spell of  rain and thun-
dershowers was expected at many places on Friday, 
with brief  intense showers likely towards the after-
noon.

On Saturday, light to moderate rain and thunder-
showers are expected at many places of  Jammu and 
Kashmir during the late night and early morning 
hours, followed by another brief  spell towards the 
afternoon.

From August 16 to 19, several spells of  light to 
moderate rain and thundershowers are likely at 
many places, with heavy rain or brief  intense heavy 
showers possible in some districts during the early 
morning and afternoon hours.

The Meteorological Centre has warned of  the pos-
sibility of  heavy rain and brief  intense heavy show-
ers in some districts of  the Jammu division during 
this period, along with brief  intense showers in one 
or two districts of  the Kashmir division.

Such torrential or intense showers could trigger 
flash floods, landslides, mudslides and waterlogging 
in low-lying areas, it said.

From August 20 to 22, light rain and thundershow-
ers are expected at scattered places across Jammu 
and Kashmir—(KNO)
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Government of Jammu and Kashmir

HIGHER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
CIVIL SECRETARIAT, J&K

Subject:  Appointment of Assistant Professor, History in the Higher Education Department—Change of 
selection in the category thereof.

Government Order No: 285-JK(HE) of 2026
Dated: 14-08-2026

In partial modification of the Government Order No.154-JK(HE) of 2024 Dated 05.03.2024 issued under 
Endorsement No. HED- GAZ/344/2023-04 by the Higher Education Deparrtment, it is hereby ordered 
that the Category in respect of Mr. Vishal Sharma S/o Madan Lal Sharma R/o H.No.104 Balliwala Upper 
Narayana Khour Tehsil Akhnoor appearing at Serial No.5 in in the ibid order, shall and shall deemed 
to have been made under the "OM category’ instead of ‘ALC/IB Category’ from the date of his initial 
appointment made as Assistant Professor (History) in the Higher Education Department

By Order of the Government of Jammu & Kashmir.
No: HED-GAZ/344/2023-04 (7321573)  Sd/-
Dated: 14 .08.2026  (Ram Niwas Sharma) IAS
 Commissioner/ Secretary to the Government

DIPK-4574-26
DT: 14/08/2026

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EDUCATION OFFICER, GANDERBAL
ADDRESS: MINI SECRETARIAT, GANDERBAL-191201

Tel. No.: 0194-2416909 Fax:-0194-2416135 email:- ceo.ganderbal@jk.gov.in
Subject: - Final Seniority List in respect of Class IV including I/c Lab. Assistants and I/c Library Assistants.

NOTIFICATION
Whereas, this office issued the Tentative Seniority List of 217 No. of MTS/Incharge Lab. Assistants/
Lib. Assistants vide No. CEO/Gbl/Estt-I/NT/2026/5871-76 dated 12-06-2026 for inviting 
objections, if any, from the officials of the cadre within the stipulated period;
Whereas, the said Tentative Seniority List was duly notified through the official WhatsApp group on 
the issued date and published in the daily newspaper viz The Kashmir Observer & Maqsad on 07-
07-2026, providing an opportunity to all concerned to submit objections/representations, if any;
Whereas, this office has received various representations/ objections from various DDOs viz 
Principals, ZEOs and Headmasters, with regard to the corrections in service particulars of various 
officials and inclusion of recently absorbed CPWs as MTS. 
Whereas, these representations were considered on merit and were accordingly incorporated in 
the seniority list.  
Now, therefore, after due consideration of the available service records and after finalizing the 
representations, the Final Seniority List of 237 MTS/Incharge Lab. Assistants/Lib. Assistants is 
hereby finalized, subject to correction of any inadvertent error and further orders, if any, issued by 
the competent authority.
No:- CEO/Gbl/Estt-I/NT/2026/   Sd/=
Dated:-    /08/2026 Chief Education Officer
 Ganderbal

DIPK-4589-26
DT: 14/08/2026

RANGE POLICE HEADQUARTERS BATOTE
Email:- digdodaoff@jkpolice.gov.in | Contact: - 01998-244363

NOTICE-1
C/t. Kuldeep Singh,
PID No. EXJ-005934 S/o Rumal Singh
R/o Vill. Chachwal Tehsil Hiranagar District Kathua
(Now District Samba)
1. Whereas, you were adjusted in the DKR Range vide ZPHQ Jammu Order No. 408 of 2021 dated 

30.03.2021 and physically relieved from DPL Jammu on 26.05.2021 with the directions to 
report at this Hqrs. 

2. Whereas, you were repeatedly informed through the SHO, Police Station Hiranagar, vide this 
Hqrs. Signals No. Estt/ADJ/2021/2880-82 dated 12.06.2021, No. Estt/ADJ/2021/6744 
dated 29.11.2021, No. Estt/ADJ/2021/1896-98 dated 12.03.2022, No. Estt/
ADJ/2022/6556-58 dated 16.08.2022, No. Estt/ADJ/2023/3350-52 dated 24.03.2023, 
and No. Estt/ ADJ/2023/7979-81 dated 20.07.2023, to report at RPHQ Batote for further 
adjustment, despite repeated communications and directions, you neither reported nor 
joined RPHQ Batote till date. 

3.	 Whereas,	you	remained	un-authorized	absent	from	duty	for	a	period	exceeding	five	years	since	
2021, such prolonged unauthorized absence constitutes grave service-misconduct and tan-
tamount to derelictions towards duty which warranting stern departmental action against you 
under rules. 

4. Whereas, such act on your part is grave service misconduct/disobedience/carelessness/
negligence attitude towards lawful duties, which is against the norms of disciplined force and 
loss of appointment in terms of rules 128 CSR VOL-1st read with 208 (G) J&K Police manual 
VOL-2nd. Now I Sargun Shukla, IPS, DIGP DKR Range called Constable Kuldeep Singh, PID 
No.EXJ-005934, S/o Rumal Singh R/o Vill. Chachwal Tehsil Hiranagar District Kathua (now 
District Samba) through the medium of this notice to show cause of un-authorized absence as 
to why you should not be discharged from service. You are at the liberty to explain the cause 
of fail to join/reported at this Hqrs. within 07 days positively from the date of issuance of this 
notice through SHO P/S Ghagwal. In case you fail to explain your position within stipulated 
time, it shall be presumed that you are not interested to serve in the department anymore and 
proceeding for your discharge from service shall be initiated under rules. 

Hence, “Notice-1” is served upon you through your concerned Police Station i.e. Police Station Ghag-
wal to join/resume duties immediately otherwise stern departmental action will be initiated against 
you under rules.
No. Estt/Notice/Adjust/2026/13413-50  Sargun Shukla-IPS
Dated: 13.08.2026  Dy. Inspector General of Police,

DKR Range, Hqrs. Batote.
DIPK-4560-26

DT: 14/08/2026

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OFFICER HOMSHALIBUGH
Subject: -  Provisional merit list of applicants for the post of Sahayikas (Anganwadi Helper) advertised vide this office: - 01- CDPO HSB of 2026 dated: - 06-01-

2026, 02- CDPO HSB of 2026 dated: - 30-05-2026, 03 - CDPO HSB of 2026 Dated: - 29-06-2026 and 4- CDPO HSB of 2026 dated: - 06-07-2026. 

(PUBLIC NOTICE)
In pursuance to Government Order No: -222-JK (SWD) 0f 2022 Dated: - 30.11.2023 and order No: - 103 – JK –(SWD) of 2023 Dated: - 28.04.2023, and Approval has 
been accorded by Mission Director Poshan J&K vide letter No: - MD/Poshan /47205-12 Dated: 24-12-2025 and forwarded by District Programme Officer Poshan Projects 
Kulgam vide letter No:  DPO/POSHAN/KUL/ 2025-26/555 Dated: - 29-12-2025 issued by District Programme Officer Poshan Kulgam and MD/Poshan/22255-62 Dat-
ed:- 18-06-2026. The Provisional merit list of eligible Sahayikas (AWHs) framed by this office is placed at annexure “A”. 

ANNEXURE-A
General Merit List of Shahayika (AWHs) of Poshan Project H S Bugh

S.No Name of the Candidate Parentage/ Spouse Name of AWC Ward No Qualification DOB Marital Status Max Marks Marks Obtained Percentage of Marks
1 Sabeela Farooq Irfan Manzoor Malik Arwani-B 1 10th 15-03-1990 Married 500 315 63.00%
2 Arefa Jan Ramiz Ahmad Wani Trubjee-A 1 10th 25-10-1990 Married 500 208 41.60%
3 Salmah Nazir Nazir Ahmad Ganie Frisal-B 9 10th 01-03-2001 Un-Married 500 170 34.00%
4 Shazia Abdulah Mohd.Abdulah Bhat Kokergund-C 7 10th 10-03-2002 Un-Married 500 413 82.60%
5 Ruby Jan Rameez Raja Wanpoh-B 6 10th 03-04-1994 Married 500 358 71.60%
6 Heena Rehman Ab.Rahman Bhat Wanpoh_B 6 10th 15-07-1994 Un-married 500 330 66.00%
7 Iqra Jan Suhail Ahmad Bhat Shamsipora-C 2 8th 01-12-1994 Married 500 217 43.40%
8 Ishrat Altaf Sajad Ahmad Bhat Khandiphari-C 5 10th 20-06-1998 Married 500 216 43.20%
9 Ruby Jan Nazir Ahmad Sheikh Khandiphari-C 5 10th 28-02-1989 Married 500 199 39.80%

10 Ruquia Yousouf Mubashir Hamid Kujar-D 6 10th 05-09-1996 Married 500 285 57.00%
11 Rani Mehke Aziz Mohd Asif Khan Kujar-D 6 10th 14-01-2001 Married 500 247 49.40%
12 Jacee Abdullah Sajad Ahmad Hajam Kujar-D 6 10th 18-11-1991 Married 500 188 37.50%
13 Shaziya Yousuf Azad Ahmad Bhat Batapora-C 4 10th 23-03-1989 Married 500 197 39.40%
14 Shaney Khursheed Mudasir Yousuf Uranhall-A 1 10th 02-03-1989 Married 500 200 40.00%
15 Shahzada Akhter Gh.Rasool Dar Batengo-B 1 8th 20-02-1989 Married 500 195 39.00%
16 Aabida Ayoub Shahid Bashir Hangalbush-A 1 10th 06-03-1999 Married 500 305 61.00%
17 Nilofer Akhter Safder Ali Hangalbush-A 1 10th 27-04-1995 Married 500 274 54.80%
18 Masrat Reyaz Sartaj Ahmad Bhat Hangalbush-A 1 10th 05-07-1998 Married 500 205 41.00%
19 Fancy Jan Shakoor Ali Dar Hangalbush-B 3 10th 10-07-1992 Married 500 265 53.00%
20 Khalida Abdullah  Suhail Rashid Hangalbush-B 3 10th 08-03-1999 Married 500 248 49.60%
21 Sabi Jan Rayees Ahmad Itoo Hangalbush-B 3 10th 09-04-1992 Married 500 218 43.60%
22 Ulfat Jan Aejaz Ahmad Khanday Hangalbush-B 3 10th 04-04-1990 Married 500 195 39.00%
23 Rizwana Farooq Rayees Ahmad Dar Bogund-A 5 10th 04-04-1997 Married 500 314 62.80%
24 Rassy Jan Ab.Rashid Dar Bogund-A 5 10th 15-08-2000 Married 500 234 46.80%
25 Sumeeta Javaid Arshid Hussain Lone Lalipora 3 10th 15-09-1995 Married 500 311 62.20%
26 Rufee Jan Nasrullah Rashid Lalipora 3 10th 09-11-1989 Married 500 266 53.20%
27 Uzmath Jan Aliyas Mohd Lalipora 3 10th 20-01-1999 Married 500 245 49.00%
28 Chasfeedah Hassan Shahid Yousuf Sheikh H S Bugh-A 5 10th 01-06-1995 Married 500 207 41.40%
29 Toiba Mushtaq Mushtaq Ahmad Lone H S Bugh-A 5 10th 06-09-2002 Married 500 312 62.40%
30 Rabiya Mushtaq Mushtaq Ahmad Lone H S Bugh-A 5 10th 24-07-2004 Married 500 312 62.40%
31 Shanee Gulzar Gulzar Ahmad Parray H S Bugh-A 5 10th 01-01-1995 Married 500 204 40.80%
32 Mehnaza Jan Mohd Iqbal Bhat Nai Basti Qaimoh 2 8th 03-04-1990 Married 500 285 57.00%
33 Roomi Jan Shabir Ahmad Rather Frisal-C 2 10th 04-09-1996 Married 500 327 65.40%
34 Maryama Akhter Arif Sajad Shah Frisal-C 2 10th 20-04-1991 Married 500 201 40.20%
35 Masrat Maqbool Mohammad Maqbool Dar Frisal-C 2 10th 06-05-2005 Married 500 285 57.00%
36 Adfar Sikander Shahnawaz Ahmad Shah Mah 9 10th 07-07-1994 Married 500 339 67.80%
37 Aaliya Nazir Aamir Hussain Wani Mah 9 10th 02-05-1996 Married 500 250 50.00%
38 Neelofer Akhter Bilal Ahmad Wani Mah 9 10th 03-02-1993 Married 500 190 38.00%
39 Sabreena Amin Tahir Rashid Dar Kaladrung-A 2 10th 10-08-2002 Married 500 263 52.60%
40 Tabasum Ara Aamir Mushtaq Ganie Paljan 2 10th 06-02-1998 Married 500 350 70.00%

No: - CDPO /POSHAN /HSB/Rect./2026-27/ 373-77      Sd/-
Dated: - 14-08-2026  Child Development Project Officer
 Poshan Project H S Bugh.

DIPK-4611-26
DT: 14/08/2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Ghulam Mustafa Wani, son of Ghulam Rasool Wani,  
resident of Kreeri, Baramulla, hereby inform the general 
public that the electricity connection bearing Consumer ID No. 
0212040000034  is currently registered in the name of my 
father, Ghulam Rasool Wani, resident of  Kreeri, Baramulla. 
Now, I intend to transfer the said electricity connection into my 
own name, i.e., Ghulam Mustafa Wani, son of Ghulam Rasool 
Wani, resident of Kreeri, Baramulla. Upon transfer, all future 
rights, responsibilities, and liabilities related to the above 
connection shall rest solely with me. If any person has any 
objection to this proposed transfer, they may contact concerned 
department within 7 days from the date of publication of this 
notice. No claims or objections shall be entertained after the 
expiry of the said period.
Ghulam Mustafa Wani 
Son of Ghulam Rasool Wani
Resident of Kreeri, Baramulla

SBSP organises Tiranga 

Rally in Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Suhel-
dev Bharatiya Samaj Party 
(SBSP), Jammu & Kashmir, 
organised a grand Tiranga 
Rally in Srinagar under the 
leadership of  Shri Vivek 
Bali, State President, SBSP 
J&K, to promote patrio-
tism, national unity, and 
pride in the National Flag.

The rally witnessed 
enthusiastic participation 
from senior party leaders, 
party workers, members, 
and supporters, who came 
together to honour the 
Tiranga and reaffirm their 
commitment to the unity, 
integrity, and sovereignty 

of  the nation.
Speaking on the occasion, 

Shri Vivek Bali said that the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister has 
also called upon citizens to 
promote and participate in 
the “Har Ghar Tiranga” 
campaign, encouraging 
every household to proudly 
display the National Flag. 
He said that the Tiranga is a 
symbol of  India’s unity, dig-
nity, and national pride, and 
that every citizen should 
come forward to uphold its 
honour.

Shri Bali further stated 
that the Tiranga Rally 
was organised to spread 
the message of  patrio-
tism, unity, and brother-

hood among the people 
of  Jammu & Kashmir. He 
urged citizens, especially 
the youth, to actively par-
ticipate in Har Ghar Tiran-
ga and celebrate the spirit 
of  national unity.

Senior party leaders, ded-
icated party workers, mem-
bers, and supporters par-
ticipated in the rally with 
great enthusiasm, making 
the programme a significant 
occasion for the SBSP in Sri-
nagar. Suheldev Bharatiya 
Samaj Party (SBSP) J&K 
reiterated its commitment 
to strengthening national 
unity, social harmony, and 
the spirit of  patriotism 
across Jammu & Kashmir.

CS reviews measures to strengthen 

J&K’s handicrafts, handloom sector
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: With nearly 5 
lakh artisans and weavers 
now registered and handi-
craft exports running in bil-
lions, Jammu & Kashmir is 
steadily expanding the insti-
tutional and market ecosys-
tem around its traditional 
crafts, with Chief Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo, Friday taking 
stock of the initiatives under-
way to further consolidate 
this momentum across the 
Union Territory.

The review meeting was 
attended by Commissioner 
Secretary, Industries & Com-
merce; Director, Industries, 
Jammu; Director, Handi-
crafts & Handloom, Kash-
mir/Jammu; Managing 
Director, J&K Handicrafts 
& Handloom Corporation 
(JKHHMC); and senior rep-
resentatives of  the National 
Institute of  Fashion Tech-
nology (NIFT), Srinagar, 
Craft Development Institute 
(CDI) and Indian Institute of  
Carpet Technology (IICT), 
Srinagar.

The Chief  Secretary 
undertook a detailed assess-
ment of  the initiatives aimed 
at upgrading laboratories, 
developing craft villages and 
Common Facility Centres 
(CFCs), strengthening wool 
processing and testing facili-
ties, promoting quality assur-
ance and GI-tagging, besides 
improving market linkages 
and access to institutional 
credit for artisans and weav-
ers.

The Chief  Secretary 
directed the Department 

to expedite completion of  
all ongoing projects in both 
Jammu and Kashmir divi-
sions, observing that the 
benefits of  these investments 
should reach artisans and 
the wider craft ecosystem on 
the ground without delay.

He laid particular empha-
sis on strengthening the 
quality-testing and certifi-
cation ecosystem, including 
upgradation of  laboratories, 
development of craft villages, 
CFCs for dyeing and other 
specialised activities, wool 
processing facilities, testing 
infrastructure and GI-tag-
ging of  finished products.

Dulloo called for introduc-
tion of  vocational and skill-
oriented courses at NIFT 
Srinagar, including diploma 
and certificate programmes, 
to provide local youth greater 
access to the national-level 
institution. He observed 
that such courses could also 
contribute towards preserva-
tion and revival of  traditional 
and dying crafts by creating 
a new generation of  skilled 
artisans.

On GI-tagged products, 

the Chief Secretary stressed 
the need for an effective 
traceability and tracking 
mechanism to establish the 
authenticity of  products 
reaching the market. He 
directed the Department to 
ascertain and maintain a 
clear record of  the number 
of  GI-tagged products manu-
factured and labelled so far.

The Chief  Secretary fur-
ther called for leveraging 
Internet of  Things (IoT)-
based technology to deter-
mine the working hours and 
effort involved in producing 
individual craft products. 
He observed that such data 
could help ensure that remu-
neration paid to artisans is 
commensurate with the time 
and skill invested, thereby 
protecting their earning 
potential and making tradi-
tional crafts economically 
viable for the younger gen-
eration.

Earlier the Commissioner 
Secretary, Industries & Com-
merce, Vikramjit Singh high-
lighted that the sector has 
maintained a strong export 
trajectory, with handicraft 

exports reaching ₹817.39 Cr 
during FY 2025-26 and ₹73.85 
Cr already been recorded 
during the first quarter of  
ensuing financial year.

He further divulged that a 
substantial expansion of  the 
sector's institutional base, 
with 4,61,381 artisans and 
weavers registered across 
Jammu & Kashmir with 
another 13,264 artisans been 
registered, including 7,919 in 
Kashmir and 5,345 in Jammu 
this year.

Giving further details a 
presentation was made by 
Director, Handicrafts & Han-
dloom, Kashmir, Mussarat-
ul-Islam, apprising that 
the Department is actively 
promoting the Credit Card 
Scheme for Artisans/Weav-
ers, under which beneficia-
ries can avail credit support 
of  up to ₹2 lakh, backed by 7 
per cent interest subvention 
for five years.

Adding that during the 
current financial year, 2,750 
cases have been sponsored 
this year resulting in dis-
bursement of  ₹868.60  lakh so 
far to the artisans of  the UT.

It was made out that the 
Department has analysed 
1,63,875 artisans in Kash-
mir and 34,520 in Jammu 
for credit coverage. While 
around 56 per cent have 
been covered under credit 
schemes, the remaining 44 
per cent have been identi-
fied for focused financial 
onboarding.

The process of  data syn-
chronisation and automated 
interest subsidy is also being 
strengthened through J&K 
Bank API integration and 
Aadhaar seeding, facilitat-
ing more efficient delivery 
of  financial benefits.

The meeting was also 
apprised about the progress 
made under the Depart-
ment's capital expenditure 
programme. It was revealed 
that at Sonpah Craft Village, 
Budgam, a formal land trans-
fer order has been issued to 
the Industries & Commerce 
Department. Against the 
total project cost of  ₹10 Cr, 
the first tranche of  ₹4.50 Cr 
has already been released.

The Pashmina Testing & 
Quality Certification Centre 
(PTQCC) has been substan-
tially upgraded with five 
advanced equipment catego-
ries, including a Projection 
Microscope, OFDA-4000, 
two High-Resolution Digital 
Microscopes and a Scanning 
Electron Microscope. The 
enhanced infrastructure 
has increased testing capac-
ity nearly three-fold, reduced 
the testing waitlist by around 
40 per cent to 30–45 days and 
raised throughput to 120–140 
tests per day.

Rather greets people on Urs of Hazrat 
Sultan Ali Aali Balkhi (RA)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Speaker, 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly, 
Abdul Rahim Rather, has 
extended warm greetings 
to the people on the aus-
picious occasion of  the 
Urs of  Hazrat Sultan Ali 
Aali Balkhi (RA), which 
is scheduled to commence 
from August 15.

In his message, the 
Speaker highlighted the 
deep spiritual and reli-

gious significance of  the 
occasion. He said that the 
annual observance of  this 
religious festival holds 
immense importance 
for the devotees across 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
beyond. He said that a 
large number of  devotees 
are expected to visit the 
revered shrine of  Hazrat 
Sultan Ali Aali Balkhi 
(RA) at Pakherpora during 
the 20-day-long Urs.

The Speaker particular-
ly underscored that major 

religious gatherings are 
expected on the 11th and 
13th days of  the Islamic cal-
endar, with Poshak Bandi 
on August 25 and Shab 
Khawani on August 27.

In view of  the antici-
pated heavy footfall, he 
stressed the need for metic-
ulous advance planning 
and coordinated arrange-
ments to ensure that the 
devotees are able to partici-
pate in the religious gath-
erings peacefully, safely 
and conveniently.
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'Outplayed, outwitted': 
Ponting slams Aussie batters 
after Darwin meltdown 
against Bangladesh

IANS

DARWIN: Former Austra-
lia captain Ricky Ponting 
has hit out at the hosts' bat-
ters following a dismal day 
one performance against 
Bangladesh in the ongoing 
first Test, adding that their 
early season rustiness 
meant they were outplayed 
and outwitted by the visi-
tors' bowling line-up.

Australia were bowled 
out for a paltry 198 after 
opting to bat first, with 
Bangladesh pacer Hasan 
Mahmud tearing through 
the lineup with figures of  
6-55. Now with Bangla-
desh’s lead crossing 150, 
it meant the focus is back 
on Australia’s shoddy bat-
ting performance, where 
barring Steve Smith (71), 
no one made a notable con-
tribution.

"There was a lot of  
early-season rustiness, 
they haven’t played for a 
long time, but you can’t 
excuse some of  the tech-
nical issues and flaws we 
saw from the top order in 
particular. I was surprised 
Australia actually chose to 
bat, especially with Ban-
gladesh coming off  just 54 
in the warm-up game.

“The Australian seam-
ers on that wicket yester-
day morning would have 
been near-on unplayable. A 
few eyebrows raised when 

Australia did decide to bat. 
But when you win the toss 
and decide to bat everyone 
is expecting a few more 
than 190 against an attack 
like that," Ponting said on 
SEN’s Fireball.

Calling out the national 
selectors for being hesi-
tant to transition towards 
youngsters, Ponting point-
ed out that Australia have 
fielded their oldest Test 
side since 1928, with all-
rounder Cameron Green 
(27) being the sole under-
30 player.

"I still feel like they 
missed an opportunity 
in these couple of  games 
to look at some younger 
talent that we’ve got in 
Australia. I know the 
Sheffield Shield numbers 
aren’t outstanding for our 
young batters, but I think 
we might have to look a bit 
deeper than just what the 
numbers suggest.

“Go with a bit of  gut-
feel and pick on talent 
because what we’ve got in 
the current side now - and 
it has been for a couple of  
years - has not looked up 
to the mark of  Test cricket 
level. It (change) is going 
to happen.

“They’ve got 21 Tests 
coming up until the end 
of  the World Test Cham-
pionship (WTC) - they’re 
at home to New Zealand, 
they’re away to South 

Africa, they’re away to 
India. Inevitably they’ll be 
going through 16-18 play-
ers in this next little run. 
So I think organically it 
will start to happen where 
guys will be coming in and 
out just to try and manage 
them through until the end 
of  it," he noted.

Addressing whether a 
potential defeat to Ban-
gladesh would force struc-
tural changes, Ponting 
stated, "You would like to 
think so. This group has 
been so tight. I don’t know 
if  they’re scared of  making 
change, or deep down they 
know that there might not 
be anything better that’s 
waiting underneath.

“It’s been at least 12 
months where they have 
had the opportunity to make 
changes, especially with the 
batting group. They have a 
lot of  work to do, there’s a 
long way to go in this game, 
and right now I’m not sure 
what the odds suggest. I still 
think Australia should still 
be favourites even though 
yesterday went as badly as 
it did.

“They’ll get a chance to 
bat on the wicket when it’s 
at it’s absolute best. That’s 
when we’ll see if  these guys 
are actually up to it, because 
if  they’re not up to it in the 
second innings then maybe 
it is time to have a look at 
someone else."

CWG medallists from armed 

forces perfect blend of soldier, 

champion: Rajnath

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh on 
Friday lauded the athletes 
from the armed forces who 
won medals at the recently-
concluded Glasgow Com-
monwealth Games and 
said these sportspersons 
are a "perfect blend of  a 
soldier and a champion" 
and a source of  inspiration 
to the people.

He said this in his inter-
action with the members 
of  the Indian Army contin-
gent that took part in the 
Glasgow Games.

"You are the pride of  the 
nation, and not just the 
pride of  the Army," Singh 
said.

In his address, Singh 
also commended the strong 
will power and firm con-
viction displayed by them 
in overcoming physical 
and mental pressure, and 
making the nation proud 
at an international sport-
ing event.

Terming their achieve-
ment as "extraordinary", 
he asserted that these 
sportspersons are a source 
of  inspiration to the people, 
particularly the youth, as 
they are a "perfect blend of  

a soldier and a champion".
The 2026 Common-

wealth Games concluded 
on August 3, with India 
finishing fourth with 39 
medals -- 13 gold, 17 silver, 
and nine bronze.

A contingent of  20 Army 
athletes won 16 medals -- 
eight gold, seven silver and 
a bronze.

Personnel of  the Indian 
Navy won two medals.

Ahmedabad in Gujarat 
will host the Common-
wealth Games in 2030, 
marking the event's return 
to India after two decades. 
India last staged the Games 
in New Delhi in 2010.

On women pugilists 
securing four of  the six 
gold medals in boxing, 
Singh said the feat is "a tes-
timony to India's growing 
Nari Shakti". The achieve-
ment will motivate them 
more to pursue the sport 
and join the defence forces, 
he said.

Singh acknowledged 
the fact that Indian cham-
pions are emerging from 
every corner of  the coun-
try, highlighting that today 
the field of  sports has been 
democratised, and it is no 
longer the exclusive privi-
lege of  a select few.

He extended his best 
wishes to the athletes for 
upcoming events, such as 
the Asian Games and the 
Olympics.

Army Chief  Gen Dhiraj 
Seth and other senior offi-
cials of  the Army attended 
the event held at Kartavya 
Bhavan here.

The Indian Army con-
tingent's campaign at 
the 2026 Commonwealth 
Games, saw a number of  
firsts and records being 
made.

Naib Subedar Sarvesh 
Kushare won India's first-
ever Commonwealth 
Games silver medal in high 
jump, a landmark achieve-
ment in Indian athletics, 
the defence ministry said 
in a statement.

Naib Subedar Gulveer 
Singh created history by 
becoming the first Indian 
athlete to win two athlet-
ics medals at a single Com-
monwealth Games, secur-
ing a silver in the 10,000 m 
and a bronze in the 5,000 m 
categories.

"In boxing, the Indian 
Army made a historic con-
tribution to an unprecedent-
ed national achievement by 
breaking a 100-year-old Eng-
lish record," it said.

India's 600th Test: A look back at 5 greatest 

wins of the Indian team
IANS

NEW DELHI: A new 
milestone beckons Shub-
man Gill's Indian cricket 
team as the Men in Blue 
are set to turn up for their 
600th Test match, becom-
ing just the third Test-
playing nation to have 
ever achieved the mark.

The upcoming first Test 
against Sri Lanka at Galle 
from Saturday onwards is 
not just a game crucial for 
India's World Test Cham-
pionship chances, but a 
match that will enable 
them to join Australia and 
England in an elite list of  
nations that have won 600 
or more Test matches.

The start of  the Test 
on August 15 is in itself  a 
historic occasion for India 
as the nation celebrates its 
80th Independence Day.

India's current Test and 
ODI captain Shubman Gill 
has been left overwhelmed 
by the occasion, admitting 
that leading the side in the 
600th Test "is an honour 
and doing so on Indepen-
dence Day is an even bigger 
honour." As the Indian 
team gears up for its 600th 
red-ball game, IANS takes 
a look at five of  the coun-
try's five greatest wins in 
Test cricket's history.
The marathon Port of 
Spain chase of 1976

Chasing a target of  403 
in that time against West 
Indies in their own back-
yard is surely a dream. 
Only once before had a team 
hunted down a target of  
over 400, and that was by the 

invincible Australian side 
in 1948 against England.

Even the great Sunil 
Gavaskar had never thought 
that India could win it. In 
his autobiography, Sunny 
Days, Gavaskar wrote, "I 
was confident that we could 
save the game, because the 
wicket was still good, but the 
thought of  winning never 
entered my mind."

But India defied the 
logic. Needing 269 more to 
win on the last day of  the 
match, the Little Master 
scored a sublime century 
(102), while Gundappa 
Viswanath made 112 as 
Bishan Singh Bedi's team 
chased down the huge 
target in a marathon chase. 
The next day, the Trinidad 
Express had the headline, 
"India defy history, whip 
West Indies." Indeed, it was 
a logic-defying victory.
The Kolkata follow-on 
magic

If  the marathon chase at 
Port of  Spain was a historic 

one, India's victory over 
Australia in the Kolkata 
2001 Test was one of  the 
greatest wins in Test crick-
et history by any team too. 
Bundled out for 171 in the 
first innings after the Auss-
ies had piled up 445 in their 
first innings, India needed 
more than magic. First to 
shrug off  a mammoth 271-
run deficit and then hoped 
to pile a target that they 
could defend.

Then came an epic 
partnership between VVS 
Laxman and Rahul Dravid, 
a picture frame of the two 
walking off  the field that 
remains so close to Indian 
fans' hearts. A 376-run part-
nership for the fifth wicket 
that powered India to 
657/7d. Australia were sud-
denly in choppy waters as a 
rampant Harbhajan Singh, 
who claimed a hat-trick on 
the first day, ran through 
the visitors' batting line-up 
on the fifth day to hand the 
hosts a 171-run come-from-

behind win. A win that still 
gives goosebumps to the 
die-hard fans.
Rahul Dravid's heroic 
outing in Adelaide

Another memorable 
win for India in the format 
came against Australia 
two years after the Eden 
Miracle in Adelaide. Ricky 
Ponting led the way for the 
Aussies to pile up 556 in the 
first innings. Rahul Dravid 
and VVS Laxman stepped 
up yet again, putting up 
a 333-run partnership to 
remind the Aussies of  that 
epic Kolkata fight. Dravid's 
233 and Laxman's 148 pro-
pelled India to 523.

In the second innings, 
Ajit Agarkar came to the 
party, picking up six wick-
ets in a masterful spell. His 
6/41 laid the foundation as 
the hosts were bowled out 
for 196. Asked to chase 230 
in the last innings, Dravid 
stood up once again. A cool-
headed and unbeaten 72 
took India home with four 
wickets in hand on the final 
day.
The epic Brisbane 2021 
win

Bruised and trailing 
Down Under. India's win 
in Brisbane 2021 stands 
as one of  their most epic 
wins. It was a depleted 
team, going into the match 
without Virat Kohli, Jas-
prit Bumrah, Ravichan-
dran Ashwin, Mohammed 
Shami, Ravindra Jadeja, 
Hanuma Vihari, and 
Umesh Yadav. A team hit 
with injuries left, right and 
centre was up against the 
powerhouse Aussie side.

India put 336 in reply 
to Australia's first innings 
369 after a late valiant effort 
from Shardul Thakur 
and debutant Washing-
ton Sundar. A fifer from 
Mohammed Siraj helped 
bowl the Aussies for 294, 
setting up a challenging 
328-run target for India 
against the bowling attack 
featuring Mitchell Starc, 
Pat Cummins, Josh Hazle-
wood and Nathan Lyon. 
Australia had never lost a 
Test at Gabba in 32 years. 
But then came a fight for 
the ages. Superb knocks 
from Shubman Gill (91), 
unbeaten hero Rishabh 
Pant (89*) and a crucial 22 
from Sundar tamed the 
Aussies. An epic three-
wicket win that has a spe-
cial place in India's Test 
history.
An aggression-laden 
Lord's win under Virat 
Kohli

"For these 60 overs, they 
should feel like hell out 
there." Virat Kohli had a 
special pep talk for his 
Indian team as it looked to 
eke out a result from the 
Lord's Test in 2021. There 
was not much to separate 
the two teams at the end of  
the first innings when Eng-
land scored 391 in reply to 
India's 364. A special KL 
Rahul century was nearly 
neutralised by Joe Root's 
masterclass of  180 runs. In 
the second innings, India 
did just enough, thanks to 
a lower-order fight from 
Mohammed Shami and 
Jasprit Bumrah; the visi-
tors put up 298/8d.

National Racing Challenge 2W: Chiranth 

Vishwanath, Kamal Navas snatch pole positions
IANS

CHENNAI: Two teenagers and 
Petronas TVS Racing teammates 
Chiranth Vishwanath from Ben-
galuru and Pune’s Sarthak Chavan 
showcased their pace and talent 
to qualify for the top two spots on 
the grid in the premier Super Sport 
301-400cc class to provide a rous-
ing start to the inaugural round of  
the Indian National Racing Chal-
lenge 2W – 2026, at the Madras 
International Circuit in Chennai 
on Friday.

Completing the front row behind 
Chiranth and Sarthak, who have 
shed weight and appear sharper 
on the track following his recent 
stint in Europe, was Hyderabad’s 
Rahil Pillarisetty (RACR Castrol 
Power1), a result that was to be 
expected.

Less than a second separated the 
three riders, thus promising thrill-
ing battles in the double-header to 

be run over the next two days. Inci-
dentally, Sarthak had clocked the 
fastest time, but it was deleted due 
to an infringement, thus pushing 
him to P2 and elevating Chiranth 
to P1.

Chennai’s Kamal Navas of  
Team Rockers Racing took the 
pole position in the Super Stock 
301-400cc category ahead of  RACR 
Castrol Power1 duo of  Allwin 
Xavier (Thrissur) and 16-year-old 
Kabilesh Rajini Krishnan (Chen-
nai), the son of  11-time National 

champion Rajini Krishnan, with 
less than a second separating the 
trio.

Former National women’s 
champion Ann Jennifer (Motul 
Sparks Racing) from Chennai com-
fortably outpaced the field for pole 
position in the Super Stock 165cc 
Intermediate class, ahead of  the 
Ipone Yakuza Racing India pair of  
Ajai Xavier M and Anand Kumar S.

Faruk Ali Sohtun (Motul Sparks 
Racing), who has made the long 
haul from East Khasi, Meghalaya, 
topped the qualifying session in the 
Stock 165cc (Novice) class, as did 
Bengaluru’s Ashwin R in the Stock 
301-400cc Novice category.

In a stunning result, Bengalu-
ru’s Poojita Anil Kumar qualified 
for pole position in the Women’s 
category of  the Petronas TVS 
Racing One-Make Championship, 
riding the Apache RTR 200. In just 
her third competitive season, the 
18-year-old Poojita marked her 

improvement as she took P1 for 
Saturday’s race with over four sec-
onds separating her from second-
placed Dhrisha Nair from Pune.

Kamal Navas, enjoying a fruitful 
day, finished on pole position in the 
Open (Apache RR 310), ahead of  
Rajender Beedani (Hyderabad) and 
AS James (Bengaluru).

The results – Qualifying (top 3 
best laps):

Super Sport 301-400cc Open:1. 
Chiranth Vishwanath (Ben-
galuru, Petronas TVS Racing) 
(01:48.032); 2. Sarthak Chavan 
(Pune, Petronas TVS Racing) 
(01:48.213); 3. Rahil Pillariset-
ty (Hyderabad, RACR Castrol 
Power1) (01:48.333).

Super Stock 301-400cc Open:1. 
Kamal Navas (Chennai, Team Rock-
ers Racing) (01:54.214); 2. Allwin 
Xavier (Thrissur, RACR Castrol 
Power1) (01:56.116); 3. Kabilesh 
Rajini Krishnan (Chennai, RACR 
Castrol Power1) (01:56.135).


