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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication The #HarGharTiranga campaign, initiated by PM Shri  @naren-

dramodi  Ji, is a reflection of our nation’s collective strength, uniting 
us in our endeavour to build a Viksit Bharat. The movement, which 
coincides with the 150th anniversary of Vande Mataram this year, 
makes the occasion even more heart-stirring for every patriot.

Amit Shah 
@AmitShah

THE MEETING WAS ATTENDED BY SENIOR OFFICERS INCLUDING IG BSF FRONTIER 
Headquarters Kashmir, IG CRPF Kashmir Operations Sector, IG CRPF Srinagar, DIG SSB Srinagar, DIG CID Kashmir, range 
DIGs of Kashmir Zone, DIG Traffic Kashmir, DIG ITBP Srinagar, DIG RPF Kashmir and district SSPs.

   Warns Of Flash 
Flood, Landslides
MeT Predicts Heavy 
Rainfall In J&K Today

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Jammu 
and Kashmir is likely to 
receive widespread rain 
and thundershowers over 
the next few days, with 
the Weather Department 
forecasting heavy to very 
heavy rainfall in parts of  
the Jammu division on 
Tuesday August 11.

The Meteorological 
Centre, Srinagar, said the 
wet spell is expected to 
intensify tomorrow, when 
heavy to very heavy rain 
could occur at a few places 
in Jammu, while some 
areas of  Kashmir may 
experience short-duration 
intense showers.

According to the fore-
cast, light to moderate 
rain and thundershowers 
are likely at most places 
across Jammu and Kash-
mir till August 11, with the 
highest activity expected 
during the day and night 
of  August 11.

The weather office has 
specifically warned that 
one or two locations could 
receive heavy to very 
heavy rainfall during the 
night of  August 11.

Intense or torrential 
showers may lead to flash 
floods in vulnerable P-06

      'Will Do It, But Not Before August 15'

CM Omar Abdullah 
on cabinet expansion

      Frisking, Vehicle Checks Intensified

Security Beefed Up Across J&K 
Ahead Of Independence Day
Multi-Layered Arrangements Put In Place Across Cities, Sensitive Border Areas

     Crackdown Widens

Two Held Over Alleged 
Radical Content On SM

ASI Allocates Rs 22.72 Cr For Conservation Of 
Protected Monuments In J&K Since 2023-24

35,961 Houses Completed Under 
PMAY In J&K Till June 2026

1,778 Hectares Of Degraded Land 

Restored In J&K Since 2015-16: Govt

Two Arrested Over 
Alleged Kidnapping, 
Rape Of Minor

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  Police in north 
Kashmir’s Bandipora district 
have arrested two persons in 
connection with the alleged 
rape of  a 12-year-old girl, offi-
cials said, claiming the case 
was solved within 12 hours.

Police received informa-
tion about the alleged inci-
dent around noon on Sunday, 
following which an inves-
tigation was immediately 
initiated to ascertain the cir-
cumstances of  the case and 
identify those involved.

During the course of  the 
investigation, police identi-
fied two suspects who, accord-
ing to officials, were not pre-
viously known to the minor.

A senior police officer said 
the two accused were appre-
hended during overnight 
raids conducted at different 
locations as part of  the inves-
tigation.

A case has been registered 
under relevant provisions of  
law, including P-06

        Protecting Planting Material

Saffron Corm Transport 
Barred Outside Valley

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah on Monday 
said that the long-awaited 
expansion of  the J&K Coun-
cil of  Ministers will take 
place, but indicated that the 
exercise is unlikely to be 
completed before August 15.

Speaking on the issue, 
Omar Abdullah said the gov-
ernment intends to go ahead 
with the cabinet expansion 
and expressed hope that the 
process would move forward 
after the Independence Day 
celebrations.

The Chief  Minister’s 
remarks come amid growing 
speculation within politi-
cal circles over the possible 
induction of  new ministers 
into the Omar Abdullah-led 
government.

The proposed expansion is 
expected to address the need 
for greater representation 
and strengthen the function-
ing of  various departments 

as the administration contin-
ues to implement its gover-
nance agenda across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

While Omar did not dis-
close the names of  prospec-
tive ministers or provide a 
specific date for the expan-
sion, his statement makes it 
clear that the exercise is on 
the government’s agenda.

“Will do it, but not before 
August 15,” Omar said, 
indicating that the cabinet 
expansion could be taken up 
after the Independence Day 
programme. Kashmirtravel 
guide

The development is being 
closely watched by political 
circles in Jammu and Kash-
mir, particularly amid dis-
cussions within the ruling 
alliance regarding ministe-
rial representation and allo-
cation of  portfolios.

The Chief  Minister is 
expected to take forward 
consultations on the matter 
before the final decision is 
announced. (KNC)

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Security has been 
beefed up across Jammu and 
Kashmir ahead of  Independence 
Day, with security forces step-
ping up frisking, vehicle check-
ing and surveillance in Srinagar 
and other areas of  the Union 
Territory.

According to the details avail-
able, security personnel have 
increased their presence at sev-
eral locations and are conduct-
ing checks of  vehicles and their 
occupants as part of  preventive 
measures ahead of  August 15 
celebrations.

In Srinagar, security forces 
were seen conducting frisk-
ing and vehicle checks at mul-
tiple points, particularly along 
busy roads, commercial areas 
and other important locations. 
Personnel were also keeping a 
close watch on the movement 
of  people and vehicles as part 
of  the heightened security 
arrangements.

Similar measures have been 
put in place in other parts of  

the Valley, including Baramulla, 
Kupwara, Kulgam and Anant-
nag, where security personnel 
have intensified checking and 
surveillance at key entry and 
exit points.

Security has also been 
strengthened in Jammu region, 
including Jammu city, Samba, 
Rajouri and Poonch, with addi-
tional checking of  vehicles and 
increased deployment of  per-
sonnel at vulnerable and strate-

gically important locations.
Authorities have also stepped up 

security along the Srinagar-Jam-
mu National Highway. Security 
personnel are maintaining height-
ened vigilance along the highway 
and at important points to monitor 
vehicular movement and prevent 
any untoward incident.

Enhanced security measures 
have been put in place in areas 
close to the Line of  Control (LoC) 
and the International Border, 

particularly in sensitive sectors.
In North Kashmir, heightened 

vigilance has been maintained 
in areas including Uri, Keran, 
Tangdar and Gurez, with security 
forces keeping a close watch on 
movement and conducting checks 
at important locations.

In the Jammu region, security 
has been intensified in the Krishna 
Ghati (KG) sector and Poonch, as 
well as areas close to the Interna-
tional Border, including Kautha 
and other sensitive stretches.

Security forces have also 
increased surveillance in border 
villages and along important 
routes leading towards fron-
tier areas as part of  the overall 
security arrangements ahead of  
Independence Day.

The measures are aimed 
at maintaining a high level 
of  alertness and ensuring 
smooth and peaceful Indepen-
dence Day celebrations across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Officials have maintained 
that preventive security mea-
sures, including intensified 
checking, frisking and P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Counter 
Intelligence Kashmir (CIK) 
has arrested two suspects 
in connection with a 
case involving the 
alleged dissemina-
tion of  radical and 
anti-national con-
tent through social 
media platforms, offi-
cials said today.

The arrests followed 
searches conducted by the 
CIK on August 8 at multiple 
locations across the Kash-
mir Valley in connection 
with FIR No. 03/2023 regis-
tered at Police Station CIK 
Srinagar under Sections 505 
and 153-A of  the IPC and Sec-
tions 13 and 18 of  the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) 
Act (UAPA). TravelGuides & 
Travelogues

During the searches, 
investigators seized six digi-
tal devices and seven SIM 
cards, which have been taken 

up for detailed examination, 
officials said.

The two suspects arrested 
on Sunday, August 9, have 
been identified as Mehran 

Qazi, son of  Atta Moham-
mad Qazi, a resident 

of  Hiller Shahbad, 
Dooru, Anantnag, 
and Babar Hamid 
Dar, son of  Abdul 

Hamid Dar, a resident 
of  Chankan, Sopore.

According to the CIK, 
the case pertains to the 
alleged dissemination of  
radical and anti-national 
content through social media 
platforms.

During the course of  the 
investigation, the two arrest-
ed suspects were allegedly 
found to have shared content 
containing what investiga-
tors described as radical and 
anti-national overtones. The 
material allegedly included 
radical narratives, glorifica-
tion and projection of  indi-
viduals P-06

RAJA SYED

SRINAGAR: The Archaeo-
logical Survey of  India (ASI) 
has allocated Rs 22.72 crore for 
conservation, preservation and 
environmental development of  
protected monuments in Jammu 
and Kashmir during the last 
three financial years and the cur-
rent fiscal, with Rs 20.13 crore 
spent so far, according to a Lok 
Sabha reply.

The details were provided by 
Union Minister of  Culture and 
Tourism Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat in a written reply to Lok 
Sabha regarding conservation 
of  national cultural heritage 
under the National Culture Fund 
and the Ancient Monuments 
and Archaeological Sites and 
Remains Act, 1958.

As per the reply, the ASI 
undertakes conservation and 
maintenance of  protected monu-
ments every year based on the 
requirement of  monuments and 

availability of  resources. Regular 
inspections are also carried out 
by ASI officers to assess conser-
vation and renovation works.

According to the annexure, 
Jammu and Kashmir received 
an allocation of  Rs 7.17 crore in 
2023-24, against which the entire 
amount was spent.

In 2024-25, Rs 4.90 crore was 
allocated and Rs 4.89 crore was 
spent, while in 2025-26, Rs 5.95 
crore was allocated and the 

entire amount was utilised.
For the current financial year 

2026-27, Rs 4.70 crore has been 
allocated to J&K, of  which Rs 
2.12 crore had been spent up to 
August 5, 2026.

Meanwhile, the Ministry has 
also approved a National Cul-
ture Fund (NCF) project worth 
Rs 1.21 crore for development of  
amenities at the Shankaracha-
rya Temple in Srinagar during 
2026-27. P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A total of  35,961 
houses have been completed 
and delivered to beneficia-
ries in Jammu and Kashmir 
under the Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-
U) and PMAY-U 2.0 since the 
inception of  the scheme, the 
Centre informed the Rajya 
Sabha on Monday.

According to the data pre-
sented by the Ministry of  
Housing and Urban Affairs, 
45,982 houses have been sanc-
tioned in the Union Territory 
so far, of  which 43,907 have 
been grounded. The Centre 
has approved Rs 734.44 crore 
in assistance for J&K, with Rs 
544.40 crore released so far.

Of  the total sanctioned 
houses, 3,398 have been sanc-
tioned under PMAY-U 2.0, 
which was launched in Sep-
tember 2024 as the revamped 
version of  the urban hous-
ing scheme. The new scheme 
aims to support one crore 
additional eligible benefi-
ciaries across urban areas 

and is being implemented 
through four components — 
Beneficiary Led Construc-
tion, Affordable Housing 
in Partnership, Affordable 
Rental Housing and the 
Interest Subsidy Scheme.

District-wise, Jammu 
has the highest number of  
sanctioned houses at 7,638, 
followed by Baramulla with 
5,273 and Anantnag with 
4,148. Srinagar has 3,809 
sanctioned houses, while 
Bandipora has 3,569.

Among completed houses, 
Jammu accounts for 5,588, 
followed by Baramulla with 
3,878, Anantnag with 3,483 
and Srinagar with 3,278.

During 2025-26 and 2026-27 
up to June 2026, P-06

RAJA SYED

SRINAGAR: As many as 1,778 
hectares of  land have been 
brought under plantation and 
eco-restoration activities in 
Jammu and Kashmir under 
the Green India Mission (GIM) 
since 2015-16), the Union Gov-
ernment has informed the Lok 
Sabha.

Minister of  State in the 
Ministry of  Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change, 
Kirti Vardhan Singh, stated 
this in a written reply to Lok 
Sabha regarding restoration 
of  degraded forest land.

As per the reply, the Green 
India Mission, one of  the nine 
Missions under the National 
Action Plan on Climate Change 
(NAPCC), has been under 
implementation since 2015-16 
with the objective of  restoring 

degraded forest and non-forest 
landscapes through an inte-
grated landscape approach.

The Ministry said that 
the GIM has brought 1,84,467 
hectares under eco-restora-
tion across 17 States and one 
Union Territory since 2015-16. 

Jammu and Kashmir accounts 
for 1,778 hectares under cre-
ation of  plantation/eco-resto-
ration activities.

The government further 
stated that plantation and 
maintenance activities under 
the Green India Mission are 

undertaken through local 
institutions, including Joint 
Forest Management Commit-
tees (JFMCs), Village Forest 
Committees (VFCs) and other 
community-based organisa-
tions, as per approved Annual 
Plans of  Operation.

Local communities, includ-
ing JFMCs and Self-Help 
Groups (SHGs), are also 
engaged wherever provided 
for in approved activities, par-
ticularly in plantation main-
tenance, nursery raising and 
allied livelihood activities.

Regarding monitoring, the 
Ministry said the plantations 
under the Green India Mis-
sion are monitored through 
a multi-tiered mechanism 
involving both Central and 
State-level systems.

The Mission promotes tech-
nology-enabled P-06

JAHANGEER GANAIE

PAMPORE: Amid concerns 
over the availability of  saf-
fron corms, the Agriculture 
Department has intensified 
measures to conserve the 
vital planting material in 
Kashmir, including restric-
tions on its transportation 
outside the Valley and plans 
to establish Saffron Seed 
Multiplication Nurseries in 
the Pampore area of  Pulwa-
ma district.

Officials said the mea-
sures have been taken to 
ensure the availability of  
quality planting material for 
local saffron growers and to 
prevent depletion of  corms, 
which are essential for main-
taining and expanding saf-
fron cultivation in the region.

The department has 
prohibited the transporta-
tion and export of  saffron 
corms outside Kashmir and 
warned that any violation of  

the restrictions would invite 
action under the Saffron Act, 
2007 and the Seed Act, 1966.

The move assumes sig-
nificance as the extraction 
of  saffron corms and their 
subsequent sowing is sched-
uled to begin from August 15. 
In view of  the approaching 
season, officials said surveil-
lance, field inspections and 
checking have been stepped 
up across saffron-growing 
areas to prevent unauthor-
ised movement of  corms.

Agricultural Extension 
Officer Mir P-06
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Kashmir Grape 
Growers benefit 
from Expert 
Guidance at KVK 
G'bal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Kashmir’s grape 
growers received valuable 
insights from renowned grape 
expert and Krishi Ratna Anil G. 
Meher, popularly known as the 
‘Grape Man of India’, during a 
Grape Day organised by Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Ganderbal 
at Kralbagh in collaboration with 
J&K Bank, Shuhama, today.

The farmer-centric pro-
gramme brought together sci-
entists, agricultural experts and 
a large number of growers to pro-
mote scientific grape cultivation, 
improved orchard management 
and stronger farmer–scientist 
linkages.

Prof. Raihana Habib Kanth, 
Director Extension, SKUAST-
Kashmir, was the Chief Guest, 
while Shri Anil G. Meher attended 
as the Guest of Honour. Officers 
and officials of SKUAST-Kashmir, 
scientists and farmers partici-
pated in the programme.

Prof. Raihana Habib Kanth 
underscored the importance of 
farmer–scientist interaction in 
addressing field-level challenges 
and accelerating the adoption of 
improved agricultural technolo-
gies. She encouraged farmers

ADC Handwara 
holds meeting 
to finalize 
arrangements for 
Tiranga Rally

GMK NEWS NETWORK

HANDWARA: Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, (ADC), Hand-
wara, Javed Naseem Masoodi, on 
Monday chaired a meeting with 
concerned officers and stake-
holders in his office chamber 
to review and finalize arrange-
ments for the upcoming Tiranga 
Rally in Handwara Town under 
the Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign.

During the meeting, detailed 
discussions were held on various 
aspects, including security arrange-
ments, traffic management, the 
proposed rally route, participa-
tion of students and the general 
public, sanitation, civic amenities 
and other logistical arrangements 
required for the smooth, peaceful 
and successful conduct of the rally 
in Handwara Town.

The ADC directed all concerned 
officers and stakeholders to ensure 
close coordination and timely 
completion of their assigned 
responsibilities. He stressed the 
importance of making all neces-
sary arrangements well in advance 
to ensure the successful conduct of 
the rally. The ADC further empha-
sized that the Har Ghar Tiranga 
Campaign is an important initia-
tive aimed at promoting patrio-
tism, national unity and a sense 
of pride in the nation, and called 
upon all stakeholders to ensure 
active public participation in the 
campaign.

The meeting was attended 
by Additional Superintendent of 
Police,(ASP),Handwara, SDPO 
Handwara, Tehsildar Handwara, 
Dy CEO Kupwara HQ Handwara, 
ZEO Handwara, officials from the 
Education and Physical Educa-
tion Departments, representa-
tives of Municipal Council Hand-
wara, Auqaf Committee, Traders 
Federation and Transport Asso-
ciation, besides other concerned 
officers and officials. 

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR     

 OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
R&B DIVISION GUREZ

 NOTICE INVITING TENDERS 
  (R&B) E-NIT No.38/2026-27/EE/R&B/Grz/4711-17/E-tendering/Dated:-08-08-2026

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from 
approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the 
following works:-:

S. No Name of Work
Estimated 
Cost (Rs 
in Lacs)

Cost of
T/Doc.
(in Rs)

Time of
Completion

Earnest 
Money  
(In Rs)

Major Head 
of Account

Class of
Contractor Project Authority

1
Repair Renovation of TRC Build-
ing along with Electric Work at 

Mastan Dawar Gurez (Civil Part)
15.89 800 12 Month 31780 Capex Bud-

get 2026-27

CEE/BEE/ 
Start-up 
MSMs

Director Tourism 
Kashmir

2 Construction of Niabat office 
Buduaab Gurez Bandipora 14.76 600 12 Month 29520 Capex 2026-

27
DEE/CEE/

BEE
District Develop-

ment Commissioner 

3 Construction of Niabat office 
Purana Tulail. 14.71 600 12 Month 29420 Capex 2026-

27
DEE/CEE/

BEE
District Develop-

ment Commissioner

4
Construction of Residential 

Accommodation for Revenue 
office at Tulail Bandipora

21.89 800 12 Month 43780 Capex 2026-
27 CEE/BEE District Develop-

ment Commissioner

Position of AAA =Accorded
Position of TS  = Accorded
1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice   08-08-2026
2. Period of downloading of bidding documents   10-08-2026  from 10.00 AM
3. Date & time of Pre-bid meeting   14-08-2026 from 11.00 AM.   
4. Bid submission Start Date   10-08-2026 from 10.00 AM.
5. Bid Submission End Date   19-08-2026 up to 4.00 PM.
6. Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) (Tech. Bids)   20-08-2026 11:00 A.M in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Gurez

   Sd/-   
DIPK-4364-26  Executive Engineer
DT: 10/08/2026 R&B Division Gurez

DC Sgr takes Tehsil 
wise stock of Revenue 
services delivery
Stress laid on time-bound and enhanced citizen-
centric service delivery

GMK NEWS NETWORK

zXIn order to assess Teh-
sil-wise progress on key 
revenue matters, delivery 
of  revenue-related ser-
vices and the implemen-
tation of  AgriStack and 
Farmer IDs under Digi-
tal Crop Survey across 
the district, a meeting 
of  senior Revenue Offi-
cers was held Monday 
under the chairmanship 
of  Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Srinagar, Akshay 
Labroo, at the Confer-
ence Hall of  the DC Office 
Complex.

The meeting was 
attended by Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
Srinagar, Mir Imtiyaz Ul 
Aziz, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, Aadil 
Fareed, Chief  Planning 
Officer, Fayaz Ahmad 
Dar, SDM West, Irfan 
Bahadur, SDM East, 
Zubair Ahmad, Assis-
tant Commissioner Rev-
enue, Umar Gulzar, all 
Tehsildars, Chief  Agri-
culture Officer, District 
Manager, CSC, and other 
concerned.

During the meet-
ing, the Deputy Com-
missioner conducted a 
detailed Tehsil wise and 
village-wise review of  
the implementation of  
the AgriStack project 
and generation of  Farmer 
IDs, besides taking a Teh-

sil-wise assessment of  
various revenue-related 
initiatives, with particu-
lar focus on the status of  
digitisation of  revenue 
records.

The DC took detailed 
feedback from the con-
cerned Officers regard-
ing the status of  targets 
achieved and the areas 
requiring further inter-
vention. He stressed the 
need for time-bound com-
pletion of  all set targets 
and directed the Officers 
to intensify efforts to 
ensure that the ongoing 
initiatives are implement-
ed efficiently and within 
the prescribed timelines.

Emphasising the 
importance of  accurate 
and timely digitisation 
of  land and agricultural 
records, the DC called for 
close monitoring of  the 

AgriStack and Farmer 
ID-related work at the 
Village and Tehsil levels.  
He laid stressed on time-
bound achievement of  set 
targets across the district.

The DC also stressed 
the importance of  effi-
cient, transparent and 
citizen-centric delivery of  
revenue services, directing 
the officers to ensure that 
revenue-related services 
are provided to the public 
in a timely and hassle-free 
manner under the PSGA 
fixed timelines. He fur-
ther called for enhanced 
coordination among the 
Revenue Department, 
Agriculture Department 
and other stakeholders to 
ensure effective implemen-
tation of the initiatives and 
achievement of  all set tar-
gets within the stipulated 
timelines.

DC B'la chairs meeting of My Bharat 
District Advisory Committee

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) 
Baramulla, Dr. S.F Hamid 
Monday chaired a meet-
ing of  the My Bharat Dis-
trict Advisory Committee 
(MYB-DAC) to review and 
deliberate upon the imple-
mentation of  Mera Yuva 
Bharat (MY Bharat) initia-
tives in the district.

The meeting focused 
on strengthening inter-
departmental convergence, 
youth participation and 
effective implementation 
of  youth-oriented pro-
grammes under the MY 
Bharat framework.

The DC stressed the need 
for coordinated efforts by 
all concerned departments 
and stakeholders to ensure 
meaningful engagement of  
youth in developmental, 
social, cultural, sports and 
nation-building activities.

The meeting was 
attended by the Addition-
al District Development 
Commissioner Baram-
ulla, Pranjal J. Hazarika, 
District Youth Officer, MY 
Bharat, Baramulla, and 
representatives from vari-
ous departments and insti-

tutions, including Indus-
tries, Health, Education, 
Panchayati Raj, Social Wel-
fare, Information, Employ-
ment, Skill Development, 
NSS, NCC, Bharat Scouts 
& Guides, Youth Services 
& Sports and other stake-
holder organisations.

The DC emphasised 
that the MY Bharat plat-
form should be effectively 
utilised to connect young 
people with opportunities 
for volunteering, leader-
ship, skill development and 
community participation. 
He called for regular coor-
dination and monitoring so 
that youth-centric initia-
tives reach beneficiaries at 
the grassroots level.

The meeting also delib-
erated on the role of  the My 
Bharat District Samavay 
Committee (MYB-DSC) as 

the executive mechanism 
for translating the strate-
gic directions of  the Dis-
trict Advisory Committee 
into actionable plans and 
ensuring timely field-level 
implementation.

The DC directed the 
concerned stakeholders to 
maintain close coordina-
tion, prepare actionable 
plans and ensure regular 
reviews of  progress, with 
a focus on providing young 
people with greater oppor-
tunities to contribute to the 
development of  the district.

The meeting marked an 
important step towards 
building a coordinated 
district-level ecosystem 
for empowering youth and 
channelising their energy 
towards constructive com-
munity engagement and 
nation-building.

DC Anantnag chairs MY Bharat District Advisory Committee meeting
GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: A meeting of  
the District Advisory Commit-
tee of MY Bharat, Anantnag 
was held Monday under the 
chairmanship of Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Anantnag, Dr. 
Bilal Mohiuddin Bhat at the 
DC Office.

The meeting was attended 
ADC, GM DIC, ACR, CMO, 
DIO, DYSSO, DD MY Bharat, 
representatives from colleges, 
other members of the commit-
tee besides concerned officials 
of various departments.

At the outset, Deputy Direc-
tor MY Bharat Anantnag, 
Khushal Gupta, briefed the 
committee about the mandate, 
functioning and various initia-
tives of MY Bharat, Ministry 
of Youth Affairs & Sports, Gov-
ernment of India. He highlight-
ed the importance of the MY 
Bharat portal as a platform for 
providing youth with diverse 
opportunities for volunteering, 
experiential learning, engage-
ment and participation in 
nation-building activities. He 
also briefed about the Annual 

Action Plan of MY Bharat for 
the year 2026–27, outlining the 
proposed activities and areas 
of convergence with various 
departments.

Addressing the meeting, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
emphasised the need for con-
certed efforts to implement the 
program in letter and spirit 
in the district. He called for 
integrating the program with 
Nasha Mukt Abhiyan, Sports, 
Youth Club activities, Disaster 
Management and other gov-
ernment engagements to tap 
the true potential of youth of  
the district. He stressed the 

importance of creating greater 
awareness regarding harmful 
effects of  substance abuse 
through MY Bharat so the 
dream of Nasha Mukt Yuva for 
Viksit Bharat @2047 is realised.

Dr. Bilal asked the MY 
Bharat officials to prepare a 
detailed action plan and under-
take coordinated awareness, 
outreach and youth engage-
ment activities in consultation 
with Education, YSS, Colleges, 
Social Welfare, RDD and other 
departments. He urged all 
departments to facilitate the 
onboarding of eligible youth 
on the portal so that maximum 

convergence and youth partici-
pation could be ensured.

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of the programme, the 
Deputy Commissioner directed 
all departments to actively par-
ticipate in the Intensive Regis-
tration Drive and ensure that 
maximum youth are registered 
on the MY Bharat portal. He 
further instructed the depart-
ments to get onboarded on the 
portal for regular publishing 
of suitable Experiential Learn-
ing Programmes (ELPs) for the 
benefit of local youth.

The DC asked the General 
Manager, District Industries 
Centre (GM DIC) to ensure 
maximum registration of eli-
gible youth and regular moni-
toring in consultation with 
ACD, DYSSO, BDOs and other 
officers. He issued directives to 
departments for nominating 
their respective MY Bharat 
Nodal Officers and Campus 
Ambassadors to strengthen 
coordination, facilitate youth 
engagement and ensure effec-
tive implementation of  MY 
Bharat initiatives at the grass-
roots level.

DC B'pora inaugurates CBC’s Two-

Day Outreach Programme on NMBA
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Ban-
dipora, Indu Kanwal Chib, 
Monday inaugurated a two-
day Integrated Communi-
cation and Outreach Pro-
gramme (ICOP) on Nasha 
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan 
(NMBA), organised by the 
Central Bureau of  Commu-
nication (CBC), Ministry 
of  Information and Broad-
casting, Government of  
India, in collaboration with 
District Administration 
Bandipora at Government 
Higher Secondary School, 
Gadakhud, Sumbal.

The programme aims 
to spread awareness about 
the harmful effects of  sub-
stance abuse and promote 
prevention, counselling, 
rehabilitation and com-
munity participation in the 
fight against drug abuse.

In her address, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
urged young people to 
channelise their energy 
into education, sports, cre-
ativity and other construc-
tive pursuits. Emphasis-
ing the importance of  
individual determina-
tion, she said that strong 
willpower, supported by 
family and community, 
can help individuals resist 
addiction and overcome 
even difficult challenges. 
She stressed that the fight 
against drugs requires not 
only effective enforcement 

but also awareness, preven-
tion, counselling, rehabili-
tation and collective social 
responsibility. She called 
upon parents, teachers, 
community leaders and 
youth to work together 
towards creating a safe 
and healthy environment 
for the younger generation.

The inaugural session 
witnessed enthusiastic 
participation of  students, 
teachers, parents, officials 
and members of  the local 
community. Resource 
persons from the Health, 
Social Welfare, School Edu-
cation, Police and District 
Administration sensitised 
participants about the 
causes and consequences 
of  substance abuse, pre-
vention, treatment, coun-
selling and rehabilitation.

The session also covered 
the role of  law enforcement 
in curbing drug traffick-
ing, including the modus 
operandi and emerging 
trends in the illegal drug 
trade, along with relevant 
provisions of  the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act.

Participants were sen-
sitised about the health 
consequences of  substance 

abuse, the importance of  
timely intervention, pro-
fessional counselling and 
rehabilitation, as well as 
the Government of  India’s 
Tele-MANAS initiative 
and its toll-free helpline 
14416. The support mecha-
nisms and social welfare 
interventions available 
for individuals and fami-
lies affected by substance 
abuse were also highlight-
ed, with speakers stressing 
the importance of  collec-
tive efforts to keep young 
people away from drugs.

Chief  Education Officer, 
Bandipora, Mohammad 
Rafiq Mir, highlighted the 
importance of  education, 
guidance and a supportive 
environment in shaping 
the future of  young people.

Earlier, welcoming the 
participants, Field Public-
ity Officer, CBC Srinagar, 
highlighted the mandate of  
CBC in taking information 
on flagship initiatives and 
welfare programmes of  the 
Government of  India to the 
grassroots.

Field Publicity Officer, 
CBC Anantnag said the 
campaign seeks to edu-
cate, inspire and empower 
people, particularly the 

youth, to become ambassa-
dors of  a drug-free society.

As part of  CBC’s inte-
grated communication 
strategy, the programme 
featured a photo exhibi-
tion on Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan aimed at creating 
visual awareness about 
the dangers of  substance 
abuse and the importance 
of  prevention and rehabil-
itation. Live cultural per-
formances by empanelled 
cultural troupes further 
conveyed the message of  
de-addiction and healthy 
living through folk media.

Students participated 
enthusiastically in speech 
and painting competitions, 
expressing their views and 
creativity on the theme 
of  a drug-free society. An 
open quiz competition was 
also organised to enhance 
awareness and encourage 
interactive learning among 
participants.

In conclusion, the par-
ticipants administered a 
pledge to stay away from 
drugs, discourage drug 
trafficking and contribute 
actively towards building 
a Drug-Free Jammu & 
Kashmir and a Drug-Free 
India.

DC Sgr reviews status of 
works under District Capex 
Budget 2026-27

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Srinagar, 
Akshay Labroo, Monday 
convened a comprehensive 
meeting of  all executing 
agencies and line depart-
ments here at Meeting Hall 
of  the DC Office Complex to 
review the progress of works 
taken up under the District 
Capex Budget 2026-27.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner, Rifat Aftab Qureshi, 
Chief  Planning Officer, 
Fayaz Ahmad Dar, Chief  
Education Officer, Ghulam 
Mohi-Ud Din, Assistant 
Commissioner Panchayats, 
Bashir Ahmad, Executive 
Engineers of  R&B, PHE, 
KPDCL, SMC, UEED, Block 
Development Officers and 
all other District and Sec-
toral Officers.

During the meeting, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
undertook an executing-
agency-wise detailed review 
of the progress made in the 
submission of  estimates, 
floating of tenders and allot-
ment of  works, approved 
under the District Capex 
Budget 2026-27.

On the occasion, the DC 
was apprised that estimates 

for all approved works have 
been submitted and tenders 
for over 97 percent of  the 
works have already been 
floated, with several works 
allotted for execution on 
ground.

The DC directed all 
executing agencies to fast 
track the pending tender-
ing and allotment process 
for approved works and 
ensure that physical execu-
tion of  all projects com-
mences without further 
delay. He underscored the 
importance of  fully utilis-
ing the ongoing working 
season to expedite develop-
ment works, adhere strictly 
to prescribed technical 
standards and stipulated 
timelines to ensure timely 
delivery of  tangible benefits 
to the public.

Underscoring the need 
for coordinated and result-
oriented efforts, the Deputy 
Commissioner directed all 
line departments and execut-
ing agencies to strengthen 
inter-departmental coordina-
tion, adopt proactive planning 
and ensure optimum utilisa-
tion of  available resources to 
expedite the implementation 
of  developmental projects 
and maximise their intended 
benefits for the people across 
the district.

DC Budgam chairs Capacity Building 
Session on SWM Rules 2026

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: District Admin-
istration Budgam, in col-
laboration with Swachh 
Bharat Mission Urban 
2.0 (J&K), MoHUA and 
Swaaha Resource Manage-
ment, Monday organized a 
Capacity Building Session 
on the Solid Waste Manage-
ment (SWM) Rules, 2026 at 
the New Conference Hall, 
DC Office, Budgam.

The training session 
aimed to sensitize stake-
holders about identifica-
tion, regulation and man-
agement of  Bulk Waste 
Generators (BWGs), besides 
strengthening compliance 
with the SWM Rules, 2026.

Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Budgam, Athar Aamir 
Khan, who presided over the 
programme, said keeping 
Budgam clean is a shared 
responsibility requiring 
active participation of  
government departments, 
Urban Local Bodies, insti-
tutions, BWGs, commercial 
establishments and citizens.

“ Every stakeholder, par-
ticularly Bulk Waste Genera-
tors and institutions, must 
take ownership of  waste 
management, ensure segre-
gation at source and adopt 
proper and scientific meth-
ods of  waste disposal,” the 
Deputy Commissioner said.

The session focused 
on statutory provisions, 
compliance requirements, 
digital monitoring, techno-
logical interventions and 
enforcement mechanisms 
under the Rules. Partici-
pants were sensitized about 
four-stream segregation at 
source—wet, dry, sanitary 
and special-care/domestic 
hazardous waste—and the 
responsibilities of  BWGs.

The Deputy Commission-
er  said the new rules mark 
an important shift towards 
a scientific, accountable and 
technology-driven waste 
management system. “Our 
priority must be source 
segregation, traceability, 
decentralized processing 
and effective compliance at 
every level,” he said.
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►FRAME BY FRAME

The Story tellers’ Meet held at Jammu ahead of 1st IFFJK-2026

National Handloom Award

CM Omar congratulates 
Manzoor Hajam, 
Fayaz Wani

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  
Minister Omar Abdul-
lah Monday extended 
warm congratulations 
to artisan weavers Man-
zoor Ahmad Hajam and 
Fayaz Ahmad Wani on 
receiving the prestigious 
National Handloom 
Award from President of  
India Droupadi Murmu.

Hajam and Wani were 
conferred the National 
Award for their joint 
entry, “Chand-Daar 

Kani Shawl,” at a func-
tion held in New Delhi to 
commemorate National 
Handloom Day recently.

The award carries a 
citation and cash prize 

of  ₹2.5 lakh.
Congratulating the 

two artisans, the Chief  
Minister said their 
achievement celebrates 
the timeless legacy and 
artistic excellence of  
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
handloom tradition.

He said the Govern-
ment remains commit-
ted to empowering local 
artisans, preserving 
traditional heritage and 
promoting indigenous 
crafts on national and 
global platforms.

IGP calls for robust security presence, 
heightened surveillance for I-Day celebrations

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Inspector 
General of  Police (IGP) 
Kashmir Zone V K Birdi 
Monday chaired a security 
review meeting at PCR 
Kashmir to assess the over-
all security scenario and 
review arrangements for 
the forthcoming Indepen-
dence Day celebrations and 
other events scheduled to 
be held across all districts 
of  Kashmir Valley.

The meeting was attend-
ed by IG BSF Ftr. Hqrs (K), 
IG CRPF KOS, Addl. Com-
missioner SB Srinagar, 
IG CRPF Srinagar, DIG 
SSB Srinagar, DIG CID 
Kashmir, all range DIsG 
of  Kashmir Zone, DIG 
Traffic Kashmir, DIG IR/ 
Armed Kashmir, DIsG of  
CRPF South/North Sri-
nagar, DIG ITBP Srinagar, 
DIG RPF Kashmir, SSP 
PCR Kashmir, all district 
SSsP of  Kashmir Zone, Col 
GS (IS) 15 Corps, SSsP of  
Railways Kashmir, Traf-
fic Rural Kashmir, CID SB 
(K), APCR Srinagar, CID 
CI (K), Security Kashmir, 
CO. SDRF 1st Bn Srinagar, 
Traffic City Srinagar, 
Asstt. Director SIB Sri-

nagar, SP East City Sri-
nagar, SP Cargo, SP South 
City Srinagar, and other 
senior officers.

At the outset, IGP Kash-
mir was briefed by senior 
officers on the security 
arrangements put in place 
to ensure the smooth and 
peaceful conduct of  Inde-
pendence Day celebrations 
and other events. The Dis-
trict SSPs also briefed the 
chair about the prepara-
tions and security arrange-
ments being made in their 
respective districts with 
regard to Independence 
Day celebrations. The IGP 
directed all participating 
officers to ensure that all 
necessary preparations are 
completed well in advance.

During the meeting, 
IGP Kashmir reviewed the 

security arrangements for 
the various events planned 
across the valley includ-
ing rallies and assigned 
specific responsibilities 
to concerned officers. The 
IGP also reviewed the secu-
rity arrangements for the 
main function scheduled 
to be held at Bakshi Stadi-
um, Srinagar, and directed 
the officers concerned to 
further strengthen secu-
rity measures and ensure 
comprehensive security 
arrangements for the 
event.

The IGP directed the 
participating officers to 
further strengthen security 
checkpoints, particularly 
during night hours, at vul-
nerable locations and along 
the entry and exit routes of  
the city. He also directed 

officers to intensify area 
domination and patrolling, 
particularly in sensitive 
and vulnerable areas, to 
maintain a robust security 
presence and ensure ef fec-
tive surveillance.  IGP 
Kashmir  emphasiz ed 
s tr ict  vigilance against 
elements inimical to peace 
and security and called for 
enhanced alertness across 
all jurisdictions.

The meeting concluded 
with a collective commit-
ment towards heightened 
vigilance, enhanced inter-
agency coordination and 
effective implementation 
of  security protocols to 
ensure the peaceful and 
orderly conduct of  Inde-
pendence Day celebrations 
and other scheduled events 
across the Valley.

Sakeena Itoo visits GMC Jammu, 
enquires about well-being of 
injured students

Sakeena Itoo reviews functioning 

of key departments across Jammu
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for 
Health & Medical Educa-
tion, Social Welfare and 
Education, Sakeena Itoo 
Monday called for more 
resilient construction 
practices and cost-effective 
approach to infrastruc-
ture development across 
Jammu and Kashmir in 
view of  increasing fre-
quency of  floods.

The Minister stated this 
while chairing a high-level 
review meeting at Civil 
Secretariat here to assess 
the functioning of  various 
departments and take stock 
of ongoing development and 
restoration works across 
Jammu division in view 
of  recent cloudbursts. The 
meeting was attended by 
Managing Director, J&K 
Medical Supply Corpora-
tion; Mission Director, 
Poshan/ICDS J&K; Direc-
tor, FCS&CA Jammu; 
Director School Education 
Jammu; Director Social 
Welfare Jammu; Direc-
tor Colleges J&K; Director 
Health Services Jammu; 
Director Ayush J&K; Direc-
tor Family Welfare J&K; all 
concerned Chief Engineers 
of R&B, PDD, I&FC and PHE 
Jammu, besides Principals 
of  GMC Jammu, Udham-
pur, Kathua, Doda and 
Rajouri, either in person or 
through video conferencing

During the meeting, the 
Minister undertook a com-
prehensive review of  the 
functioning of  the various 
departments, with par-
ticular focus on delivery of  
essential public services, 
infrastructure restoration, 
healthcare preparedness, 
supply of essential commod-
ities and implementation of  
welfare and education-relat-
ed schemes.

Taking detailed feed-
back on the damage caused 
to public infrastructure in 

Rajouri and other areas due 
to recent floods, Sakeena 
Itoo sought status report on 
restoration of roads, macad-
amization, drinking water 
supply and other essential 
services in the affected 
areas.

Calling for a pragmatic 
and cost-effective approach 
to infrastructure develop-
ment, the Minister said that 
the increasing frequency 
of  floods requires to move 
towards more resilient con-
struction practices.

“We have to learn from 
the recurring floods and 
build infrastructure that 
is capable of  withstanding 
such challenges. Light-
weight and cost-effective 
construction technolo-
gies should be explored 
wherever feasible so that 
public money is utilized 
judiciously while ensuring 
durability and resilience”, 
she observed.

She directed the con-
cerned departments to 
maintain close coordination 
during restoration works 
and ensure that people in 
affected areas do not face 
prolonged disruption of  
essential services.

The Minister also 
reviewed the healthcare 
scenario in Jammu and took 
detailed feedback from the 
health authorities regard-
ing the preparedness of  
healthcare institutions on 
water borne diseases due to 
monsoon rains.

Sakeena Itoo directed 
the Health, Education and 
PHE departments to work 

in close coordination and 
undertake preventive and 
awareness measures on a 
sustained basis to contain 
the spread of  water borne 
diseases .

“Dengue prevention 
requires a coordinated 
response. Health, Educa-
tion and PHE departments 
must work together at the 
field level and ensure that 
preventive measures, sani-
tation and awareness activi-
ties reach every vulnerable 
area”, the Minister said.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of  hygiene in health-
care institutions, Sakeena 
Itoo directed the concerned 
authorities to ensure proper 
cleanliness and sanitation 
in and around hospitals and 
other health facilities.

She further called for 
issuance of  a comprehen-
sive public advisory to edu-
cate people about preventive 
measures and symptoms 
of  dengue and advised 
the health authorities to 
strengthen public aware-
ness campaigns.

The Minister directed 
that students be sensi-
tized about preventive 
measures, including the 
importance of  wearing 
full-sleeve clothing, par-
ticularly in areas vulner-
able to mosquito-borne 
diseases. She also asked 
the concerned authori-
ties to ensure that testing 
laboratories remain fully 
equipped and functional 
so that suspected cases are 
tested without unneces-
sary delay.

Committee on Govt 
Assurances reviews 
functioning of PWD, HUDD

Ex-terrorist gets 
life imprisonment 
in 2020 Srinagar 
murder case

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A court has sen-
tenced Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Dar, 
an ex-terrorist, to life imprison-
ment for the murder of Abdul 
Gani Dar in a case registered at 
Police Station Maisuma in 2020, 
Srinagar Police said on Monday.

According to police, Ghulam 
Mohi-ud-Din Dar, son of Abdul 
Gani Dar and a resident of Bich-
wara, Dalgate, Srinagar, was 
convicted under Section 302 of 
the Indian Penal Code in FIR No. 
03/2020. History

The court awarded him rigor-
ous imprisonment for life and 
imposed a fine of ₹50,000.

Police said Dar was among 
the founding members of 
Tehreek-ul-Mujahideen (TuM), 
which, according to the police 
statement, emerged as a ter-
rorist outfit associated with the 
Jamiat-e-Ahl-e-Hadith move-
ment in Kashmir.

Police further said that during 
his period of militancy, Dar was 
allegedly involved in various 
violent activities, including gre-
nade attacks, attacks on security 
checkpoints, weapon-snatching 
incidents and targeted killings of 
civilians and security personnel. 
He was also allegedly involved 
in providing logistical support 
and facilitating networks with 
other militant outfits, including 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Hizb-
ul-Mujahideen (HuM), before his 
arrest.

The conviction followed an 
investigation by Srinagar Police 
and prosecution proceedings 
before the court, police said. 
Kashmirtravel guide

The case, police added, dem-
onstrates that serious criminal 
offences are pursued through 
due process irrespective of the 
accused's background or past 
association with terrorism.

Speaker tours Budgam villages; 

reviews developmental works

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for 
Health & Medical Education, 
Social Welfare and Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo Monday 
visited Government Medical 
College (GMC), Jammu and 
took detailed stock of  the 
health condition and treat-
ment being provided to girls 
injured in road accident yes-
terday evening.

During her visit, the 
Minister went around the 
hospital wards and inter-
acted with the injured girls, 
enquiring about their well-
being, medical treatment 
and facilities being extended 
to them. She also interacted 
with the attending doctors 
and hospital authorities 
and sought a detailed brief-
ing on the nature of  injuries 
and the treatment plan being 
followed in each case.

The Minister directed the 
GMC administration and 
medical teams to ensure 
the best possible treatment, 
round-the-clock monitoring 
and comprehensive medical 
care to all the injured. She 
stressed that all necessary 

medical resources should be 
mobilised to facilitate their 
speedy recovery.

“The health and well-
being of  every injured girl is 
our foremost concern. The 
government stands firmly 
with the affected families 
in this difficult time. Every 
possible facility will be made 
available to ensure their best 
possible treatment”, the 
Minister said.

She further directed the 
doctors and concerned offi-
cers to maintain continuous 
monitoring of  the condition 
of  critically injured patients 
and ensure timely interven-
tion wherever required.

“There must be no lapse 
in patient care and every 
injured girl should receive 
prompt and quality treat-
ment, with special attention 
to those in critical condi-
tion”, she said.

The Minister also asked 
the hospital authorities to 
ensure proper coordination 
among various departments 
and availability of  medi-
cines, diagnostics, surgical 
facilities and other requisite 
support for the injured.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Com-
mittee on Government 
Assurances of  the Jammu 
and Kashmir Legislative 
Assembly Monday con-
vened a meeting at the 
Assembly Complex here to 
review the functioning of  
the Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) and Housing 
& Urban Development 
Department (HUDD).

The meeting was 
chaired by Chairman of  the 
Committee, Ali Moham-

mad Sagar and attended by 
members including  MLA 
Ghulam Mohi Ud Din Mir, 
MLA Iftkar Ahmad,  MLA 
Waheed ur Rehman Para 
and MLA Shabir Ahmad 
Kullay.

Commissioner Secre-
tary, HUDD, Mandeep 
Kaur; Commissioner 
SMC, Fazlul Haseeb; Com-
missioner JMC, Devansh 
Yadav; VC LCMA, VCs 
of  JDA and SDA besides 
Secretary, JKLA, Manoj 
Kumar Pandita and offi-
cers of  the Assembly Sec-
retariat were also present 
in the meeting.

During the meeting, the 
Committee held detailed 
deliberations on the con-
stituency-wise allocation 
of  funds under the Roads 
Sector for 2026-27. The 
Committee also reviewed 
the status of  UT Capex 
Budget, NABARD works 
and PMGSY projects 
across J&K.

Speaking during the 
meeting, the Chairman Ali 
Mohammad Sagar  empha-
sized that development 
must reach every corner of  
J&K without any bias and 

directed the departments 
to ensure equitable distri-
bution of  resources.

Taking serious note of  
water logging in Srinagar, 
he observed that citizens 
face immense difficulties 
during rains. He directed 
the HUDD to furnish 
detailed ATRs and submit 
a time-bound action plan 
to resolve drainage issues 
before the onset of  the next 
season.

Ali Sagar, while address-
ing the officers, said that 
the Committee values the 
experience and institution-
al knowledge of  officers. 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

C H R A R - I - S H A R I E F : 
Speaker, Jammu and Kash-
mir Legislative Assembly, 
Abdul Rahim Rather, Monday 
undertook an extensive tour 
of  Wanpora, Qazipora Takiya 
Hayatpora and Sarie areas of  
the Chrar-i-Sharief  constitu-
ency to take stock of  ongoing 
developmental works.

He interacted with the 
people to understand their 
development needs and 
concerns.

During the visit, the 
Speaker visited different 
locations across the areas 
and reviewed the progress 
of  developmental activities 
being undertaken there. He 
emphasised on improving 
road connectivity, strength-
ening infrastructure and 
addressing the long-pending 
demands of  the people.

A major highlight of  the 
visit was the launching of  
macadamisation work on 
the Wanpora link roads. The 
project is expected to signifi-
cantly improve the condition 
of  the existing road network, 
provide smoother and safer 
connectivity to the residents 
and facilitate better access to 

adjoining areas.
Abdul Rahim Rather 

stressed that proper qual-
ity should be maintained 
during the execution of  the 
macadamisation work so 
that the roads provide dura-
ble and long-term benefits to 
the people.

The Speaker also visited 
various spots where bridges 
have been proposed for con-
struction and took an on-
the-spot assessment of  the 
requirements. He examined 
the locations and discussed 
the proposed works with 
the concerned engineers 
and local representatives. 
The importance of  bridge 
infrastructure is essential 
for improving connectiv-
ity particularly for residents 
who face difficulties during 
adverse weather conditions. 
He announced that bridge on 
Takiya Nagam – Hayatpora- 
Dalwan road and bridge on 

Wanpora- Sarie road will be 
taken up at a cost of  Rs 2 crore 
and Rs 80 lakh respectively.

Abdul Rahim Rather 
interacted with the local 
residents at Qazipora and 
listened to their concerns 
and demands. The people 
apprised him of  various 
issues related to roads, 
connectivity and other basic 
infrastructure requirements.

The Speaker assured them 
that their genuine demands 
would be taken up with the 
concerned departments 
for appropriate and timely 
action. He said Mukhadam 
Mohalla and Dooninar link 
roads in Qazipora will  be 
macadamised soon. He 
called upon the concerned 
authorities to maintain close 
coordination and ensure that 
approved works are complet-
ed within the stipulated time-
lines without compromising 
on quality.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Depart-
ment of  Information and 
Public Relations (DIPR) 
Monday organised Frame 
by Frame: The Storytell-
ers’ Meet at DIPR Media 
Complex, Jammu, as a 
precursor to the upcom-
ing 1st International Film 
Festival of  Jammu & 
Kashmir (IFFJK)-2026.

Commissioner Secretary, 
Information, R Alice Vaz 
graced the occasion as the 
Chief  Guest and interacted 
with filmmakers, actors, 
producers, artists and other 
stakeholders from the film 
and media fraternity.

Director Information, 
Shreya Singhal; Special 
Secretary, Information, 
Pawan Singh Rathore; 
Director Floriculture, 
Nagendra Jamwal; Direc-
tor Tourism, Jammu, 
Vikas Gupta; Additional 
Secretary, J&K Acad-
emy of  Art, Culture and 
Languages, Sonali Arun 
Gupta; Joint Director 
Information, Jammu, 
Deepak Dubey; and 
prominent members of  

the film fraternity, includ-
ing Padma Shri awardee 
and artist Mohan Singh 
Slathia, actor Ajay Pal 
Andotra, director/produc-
er Tariq Khan, line pro-
ducer Atul Duggal, artist 
Kusum Tickoo, Rajesh 
Khajuria of  Cine Asso-
ciation of  J&K, members 
from media fraternity, 
artists, writers and other 
distinguished were also 
present on the occasion.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Commissioner Secre-
tary Information, R Alice 
Vaz, described the first 
International Film Festi-
val of  Jammu & Kashmir 
as a landmark initiative 
aimed at opening a new 
chapter in the cultural 
and creative journey of  

the Union Territory.
“Jammu and Kashmir 

has a rich and enduring 
association with cinema. 
The first International 
Film Festival of  Jammu & 
Kashmir is an important 
step towards building on 
this legacy and creating 
new opportunities for the 
film fraternity,” she said.

She said that the 
department  has taken 
note of  the valuable sug-
gestions and expectations 
put forth by members of  
the film fraternity during 
the interaction and 
assured that these inputs 
would be duly considered 
while framing policies and 
initiatives to facilitate the 
growth of  the film sector 
in Jammu & Kashmir.

“The department is 
committed to creating 
a more conducive and 
enabling environment 
for filmmakers, artists 
and other creative profes-
sionals. The suggestions 
received today will cer-
tainly be considered while 
shaping future initiatives 
for the benefit of  the fra-
ternity,” she added.

R Alice Vaz said that the 
festival, being organised 
by DIPR, is envisioned not 
merely as a platform for 
film screenings but also 
as a space for meaning-
ful dialogue, interaction, 
collaboration and cultural 
exchange.

She invited filmmak-
ers, producers, directors, 
actors and other members 

of  the film fraternity to 
participate in the festival 
in large numbers, saying 
that elaborate arrange-
ments have been made for 
the screenings and associ-
ated activities.

“The festival is not only 
about showcasing films, it 
is about bringing together 
filmmakers, producers, 
artists, audiences and the 
wider creative community. 
We want this platform to 
encourage dialogue, collab-
oration and new creative 
possibilities,” she said.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary also underlined the 
wider potential of  the fes-
tival in promoting Jammu 
& Kashmir as an attrac-
tive destination for film-
makers and visitors.

“While cinema remains 
at the heart of  the festival, 
we also expect impor-
tant collateral benefits, 
particularly in terms of  
tourism and showcasing 
the breathtaking land-
scapes, culture and cre-
ative potential of  Jammu 
& Kashmir to audiences 
across the country and the 
world,” she said.

DC Shopian reviews 
arrangements 
for Mega Tiranga 
Celebration

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Deputy Commission-
er (DC) Shopian, Shishir Gupta 
Monday chaired a preparatory 
meeting to review and finalize 
arrangements for the upcoming 
grand Tiranga celebration sched-
uled to be held in the district on 
August 12, 2026.

During the meeting, the 
DC took a detailed review of 
arrangements pertaining to 
venue management, seat-
ing, security, traffic regulation, 
sanitation, power and water 
supply, decoration, cultural 
programmes, public participa-
tion and other logistical require-
ments.

The concerned officers and 
departments were directed to 
ensure close coordination and 
meticulous planning for the 
smooth and successful conduct 
of the event.

The meeting concluded with 
directions to the concerned 
departments to remain fully 
geared up and ensure flawless 
execution of the programme.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.
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Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 
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EDITORIAL

J&K Must Build A 
Sporting Culture

T
he distribution of ₹2.71 crore among 
580 outstanding sportspersons and 
international athletes from Jammu and 
Kashmir is a welcome recognition of 
talent that too often grows despite the 

system rather than because of it.
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah deserves credit 
for acknowledging a simple truth: medals are 
not produced on the day of a competition. They 
are produced through years of training, coaching, 
sacrifice, discipline and, above all, access to the 
right infrastructure.
The cash awards covering 2023-24 and 2024-25 
are meaningful, but they should not become the 
destination. They must be the beginning of a 
much larger and sustained investment in sport.
For years, Jammu and Kashmir has produced 
exceptional athletes across disciplines, often 
from modest backgrounds and places where 
even basic sporting facilities remain inadequate. 
Many young athletes train on poor playing sur-
faces, lack synthetic tracks and indoor facilities, 
struggle to find quality coaching and sometimes 
have to spend heavily on equipment and travel. 
Families frequently carry a burden that should, 
at least in part, be shared by institutions.
This is where policy must move beyond cer-
emonies. Jammu and Kashmir needs a clearly 
defined grassroots sporting strategy. Every 
district should have functional, accessible and 
properly maintained sporting facilities. Moun-
tainous and winter-bound areas require special 
attention because weather can keep outdoor 
athletes away from training for months. Indoor 
facilities, synthetic tracks, multipurpose halls 
and sport-specific training centres should not 
be treated as luxuries.
The Union Territory also possesses a natural 
advantage that has remained insufficiently 
exploited, its altitude, terrain and climate. Prop-
erly planned high-altitude training centres could 
attract athletes from across the country while 
providing local sportspersons with opportunities 
that currently remain limited.
Equally important is the need to broaden the 
sporting ecosystem. Cricket will naturally com-
mand attention, but Jammu and Kashmir's sport-
ing ambitions cannot be built around one dis-
cipline. Athletics, football, martial arts, boxing, 
wrestling, winter sports, cycling and other 
emerging disciplines deserve systematic support

      Reclaiming Nature’s Right-Of-Way

Why J&K Must Enforce Statutory 
Buffer Zones Along Its Waterways

DR. RIZWAN RUMI

E
very monsoon season, a grimly 
predictable narrative unfolds 
across the Union Territory of  
Jammu and Kashmir. From 
sudden cloudbursts carving 

paths of  destruction through the steep 
valleys of  Kishtwar and Poonch to 
swollen, raging currents spilling over 
the banks of  the Tawi in Jammu and the 
Jhelum in Kashmir, seasonal deluges 
repeatedly trigger widespread panic and 
catastrophic loss.

While extreme precipitation is an 
escalating reality in fragile mountain 
ecosystems, the scale of  destruction we 
witness today is largely an engineered 
disaster. Over decades, unchecked urban 
expansion, commercial encroachment, and 
unmonitored construction have choked 
our rivers, seasonal rivulets, and drainage 
channels (nallahs). By stripping our 
waterways of  their natural floodplains, we 
have left surging waters with nowhere to 
go, except through homes, markets, roads, 
and critical infrastructure.

Disaster management in Jammu & 
Kashmir can no longer begin in the 
aftermath of  a crisis, amidst relief  camps 
and compensation packages. It must begin 
at the source: statutorily protecting nature's 
drainage network.

The Ecology of  Waterways: Why 
Buffers Matter

A river, mountain stream, or seasonal 
rivulet is never confined solely to the narrow 
channel seen during dry months. Waterways 
are dynamic ecological systems that expand 
during peak rainfall. A healthy floodplain acts 
as a natural sponge and buffer, slowing down 
water velocity, absorbing excess momentum, 
and recharging underground aquifers.

When concrete structures, roads, and 
illegal embankments intrude directly into 
these zones:

· Carrying Capacity Collapses: Narrowing 
the channel creates a dangerous bottleneck, 
forcing water to rise exponentially faster 
and surge into neighboring habitations.

· Infiltration Is Destroyed: Replacing 
permeable soil and riparian vegetation 
with concrete stops natural absorption, 
multiplying surface runoff  into rapid, 
destructive flash floods.

· Debris and Structural Traps: Unplanned 

walls and structures built near stream 
beds collapse under heavy flow, creating 
temporary dams that eventually breach with 
catastrophic force downstream.

The Fundamental Rule of Hydrology
Water always reclaims its historic pathway. 

When we build inside a river's buffer zone, 
we are not developing land—we are merely 
borrowing space from a future deluge.

The J&K Reality: A Fragile Landscape 
Under Strain

The hydrometeorological profile of  
Jammu and Kashmir makes it uniquely 
susceptible to extreme weather events. The 
topography ranges from steep, landslide-
prone mountain catchments in the Jammu 

and Ladakh arcs to the broad, flat alluvial 
bowl of  the Kashmir Valley.

Despite existing statutory tools—such as 
the Jammu and Kashmir Flood Plain Zones 
(Regulation and Development) Act, 2005—
enforcement has struggled to keep pace with 
rapid urbanization.

· The Jammu Arc: Major floodplains 
along the Tawi—including areas around 
Peerkho, Nikki Tawi, and Beli Charana—
have experienced intense residential and 
commercial build-outs directly on active 
flood channels. During high-intensity 
rainfall events, these low-lying zones bear 
the immediate brunt of  the surge.

· Mountain Tributaries: In districts like 
Kishtwar, Rajouri, Poonch, and Ramban, 
narrow mountain streams (nallahs) are 
frequently constricted by construction on 
stream banks. When localized cloudbursts 
occur, these constrictions amplify the 
destructive power of  water and debris.

· The Jhelum Basin: The primary 
drainage spine of  the Kashmir Valley 
relies on 17 major tributary catchments. 
Hundreds of  encroachments along both 
the main river channel and its flood spill 
channels severely restrict the basin’s 
capacity to evacuate excess water safely 
during heavy rain spells.

A Legislative Imperative: Proposing 

Clear Buffer Standards
To protect lives and public assets, the 

UT administration needs an unyielding, 
unified statutory mandate that sets clear, 
scientifically derived no-construction zones 
based on hydrological scale and terrain:

Strategic Action Plan for Long-Term 
Protection

Transforming flood management from 
reactive emergency response to proactive 
preservation requires a structured, multi-
pronged approach:

· 1. Digital Boundaries & GIS Mapping: 
Deploy satellite imaging, high-resolution 
LiDAR, and historic flood mark data to 

digitally register the exact coordinates of  
every river, stream, and nallah buffer in 
public land records.

· 2. Strict Zoning Integration: 
Automatically reject any building permit, 
commercial license, or zonal land-use 
conversion that encroaches upon a 
demarcated buffer zone, regardless of  
municipal jurisdiction.

· 3. Clearing Critical Choke Points: 
Empower flood control and revenue 
departments to clear high-risk obstructions 
along primary drainage arteries prior to 
peak weather windows.

· 4. Developing Blue-Green Corridors: 
Convert cleared buffer lands into public 
parklands, riverfront greenways, bio-swales, 
and riparian afforestation strips. Deep-
rooted indigenous trees along riverbanks 
naturally absorb runoff, stabilize soil against 
landslides, and beautify urban spaces.

Prevention is Sound Economics
Rebuilding washed-away roads, 

bridges, homes, and commercial hubs 
costs exponentially more than enforcing 
sound land-use regulations. Enacting and 
enforcing strict statutory buffer zones along 
our natural waterways is not an impediment 
to development—it is the ultimate safeguard 
for human lives, public investments, and the 
sustainable future of  Jammu and Kashmir.

If  we give our rivers and mountain streams 
the space they naturally require, they will 
protect our towns and villages in return.

The author can be mailed at 
rizwanroomi2012@gmail.com

False Bestseller: The Reader's Verdict
(A Book Can Be Sold, But A True Reader Cannot Be Bought)

DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

A 
book is more than just 
a book's pages. They 
embody the author's 
thoughts, experiences, 
e m o t i o n s , 

imagination, and years of  creative 
work. A good book fosters a 
connection with its reader that 
transcends momentary fame or 
commercial success. But in today's 
publishing industry, the term 
"bestseller" has become a mere 
publicity tool. Little information 
is available about a book's actual 
sales, yet it can be promoted as 
a bestseller through its cover, 
advertisements, social media 
pages, or authors. This raises an 
important question: Can the mere 
label of  "bestseller" make a book 
a bestseller?

Ideally, "bestseller" should 
imply actual sales and sustained 
reader demand. When a book 
sells reliably and transparently, 
and sells a large number of  copies, 
it can be considered a bestseller. 
However, if  sales or ranking 
figures, platforms, or measurement 
periods are not provided, the claim 
becomes questionable. It's natural 
for readers to ask, "Bestseller 
according to which list? How 
many copies sold? During what 
period? On which platform was 
the book most popular? Is there 
any independent verification of  
the figures?" If  you don't know 
the answers to these questions, 
"bestseller" will become a 

marketing gimmick rather than a 
genuine achievement.

With the advent of  social media, 
this type of  promotion has become 
much easier. Creating eye-catching 
posters, taking appropriate 
photos for book launches, making 
videos, securing support from 
schools, and receiving reviews 
and congratulatory messages 
can all make a huge impact. A 
book can be found anywhere on 
the web and thus appear to be 
very successful. However, there 
is no clear correlation between 
visibility and readership. A 
hundred likes doesn't necessarily 
mean you have as many readers. 
Seeing a photo of  someone holding 
a book doesn't mean they actually 
read it. Similarly, having a lot of  
comments doesn't mean readers 
are deeply interested in the 
content.

You can buy a book, but you can 
never buy a true reader.

Sometimes, hundreds or 
thousands of  copies of  books 
are sold during a campaign, 
institutional event, network, or 
organized promotion. But this is 
not a lack of  sales. Both authors 
and publishers have the right to 
profit from and promote their 
books. The problem begins when 
sales are exaggerated to create the 
illusion of  popularity. There is not 
much difference between honest 
and misleading promotion, but 
it can have a profound impact on 
readers' trust.

This creates a true readership. 
A true reader buys a book, reads 
it carefully, ponders its contents, 
discusses it, and recommends it to 
others. A reader who reads such a 
comment is far more valuable than 
hundreds of  artificial promotional 
comments. There's nothing better 
for an author than having someone 

say years later, "I read your book, 
and it changed my perspective on 
something." This kind of  response 
doesn't come from advertising. 
It's only possible through quality 
writing.

The problem isn't limited to 
book sales. Excessive praise isn't 
limited to other areas of  art: the 
same applies to book reviews. In 
the modern era, almost every new 
book is called "brilliant," "historic," 
"unforgettable," or "a work of  
genius." When every book is called 
a masterpiece, it becomes difficult 
to distinguish it from other books. 
A good book review focuses on 
the positive aspects of  a book but 
also highlights its shortcomings. 
Providing constructive criticism 
is not an insult to an author. 
Literature is an important aspect 
of  literary development. If  people 
receive honest criticism, they can 
improve themselves as writers, 
and they have a better basis for 
deciding what they should read.

Readers should consider the 
subject matter, the quality of  the 
writing, the author's previous 
works, unbiased reviews, and 

suggestions from writers whose 
literary criticism they respect. 
Readers should draw their 
own conclusions from reading 
this book. Literature becomes 
meaningless if  it is not analyzed 
and appreciated.

A bestseller is primarily driven 
by commercial success, while a 
timeless book is driven by cultural 
success. Bestseller lists change, 
publicity periods expire, and 
market trends fade. However, a 
valuable book can remain relevant 
for many years. A book that is little 
read at the time of  publication 
sometimes becomes very popular 
later. Its true success can be 
gradual, as readers discover it, 
appreciate it, and tell others about 
it. Word of  mouth remains the best 
and most reliable way to spread 
the word about a literary work.

Advertising can bring the 
reader to the book and the book 
can keep them in the book.

Therefore, transparency in the 
use of  the term "bestseller" is 
essential. It is crucial for authors 
and publishers to clarify the 
basis for making such claims, on 

which platforms, and over what 
period. Literary institutions 
and publishing platforms can 
also establish systems that keep 
reliable records of  sales and 
assess actual readership. This 
will prevent readers from being 
misled and ensure truly successful 
authors receive the recognition 
they deserve.

A work is truly created only 
after it's completed. Words like 
"great," "popular," "excellent," and 
"bestseller" may attract readers' 
attention, but the final decision 
rests with readers and time. An 
author can promote a book, but 
they can't create a genuine love 
connection with readers.

There are no statistics available 
to determine what constitutes the 
best book in literature – the most 
important achievement isn't the 
number of  copies sold. Rather, 
it's the number of  readers who 
feel a change within themselves 
after reading it. A book may 
be a bestseller, but that doesn't 
necessarily give the author more 
readers. True readers are attracted 
by honest writing, powerful 
ideas, rich use of  language, and 
emotional connection.

Ultimately, the market can 
provide visibility, advertising can 
arouse curiosity, and a bestseller 
can make an impression. However, 
trust is only established by a good 
book. So, while sales figures can 
tell us how many copies were 
sold, it's only over time that we 
can determine how many readers 
remember a book. This is the 
difference between a book that 
sells and one that stays.

(Dr. Priyanka Saurabh, PhD 
(Political Science), is a poet and 

social thinker.)

Disaster 
management 
in Jammu 

& Kashmir can 
no longer begin 
in the aftermath 
of  a crisis, amidst 
relief  camps and 
compensation 
packages. 
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India’s Second School: The Coaching Classroom

White Gold: India’s Cotton Story

DR. REYAZ AHMAD

O
nce intended to support weak 
students, private tuition has 
evolved into a parallel educa-
tion system, one that exposes 
the failures of  formal school-

ing while deepening inequality, stress 
and financial insecurity. Every after-
noon, a familiar scene unfolds across 
India. A child returns from school, hur-
riedly eats a meal, changes clothes and 
leaves again, this time for tuition. The 
school bag may remain the same, but the 
classroom changes. For the next two or 
three hours, the student sits in another 
crowded room, studies many of the same 
subjects and prepares for many of  the 
same examinations.

This second journey has become so 
normal that few people pause to ask 
an uncomfortable question: If  children 
must attend another classroom after 
spending six hours in school, what 
exactly is the first classroom failing to 
provide? Private tuition was once con-
sidered remedial support for students 
who struggled with a particular subject. 
Today, it has become an almost com-
pulsory extension of  schooling. From 
neighbourhood tutors teaching prima-
ry children to giant coaching institutes 
preparing teenagers for engineering, 
medicine, civil services and university 
entrance examinations, India has cre-
ated an enormous parallel education 
system. The coaching classroom is no 
longer merely supporting the school. In 
many cases, it is replacing it.

Parents do not spend their savings 
on coaching without reason. They do so 
because they fear that ordinary schooling 
will not be enough. Large classes, unfin-
ished syllabi, teacher shortages, uneven 
instructional quality and examination-
oriented curricula frequently leave stu-
dents with unresolved learning gaps.

The Annual Status of  Education 
Report 2024 demonstrates the scale of  the 
problem in rural India. Only 48.7 per cent 
of  children in Class V could read a Class 
II-level text, while just 30.7 per cent could 
perform a basic division problem. The 
same report shows that paid tuition has 
become widespread even among young-
er children: approximately three out of  
every ten primary and upper-primary 
students in several major categories were 
receiving private tuition.

These figures reveal a serious contra-

diction. Children are progressing from 
one class to another, but many are not 
acquiring the competencies expected 
at those levels. Promotion contin-
ues; learning does not always follow. 
Coaching enters this gap and promises 
to repair it. The tutor reteaches what 
was not understood in school, provides 
additional worksheets, predicts exami-
nation questions and offers individual 
attention that a teacher handling 40 or 
50 students may be unable to provide. 
The success of  coaching, therefore, 
is partly built upon the weakness of  
formal schooling. Every child sent to 
tuition is not necessarily evidence of  
parental ambition; sometimes, it is evi-
dence of  institutional failure.

A troubling change has taken place 
in parental thinking. Tuition is increas-
ingly purchased not only when a child 
is weak, but also when the child is per-
forming well. Parents fear that while 
their son or daughter studies indepen-
dently, competitors are receiving addi-
tional notes, mock tests, shortcuts and 
examination strategies.

This produces what economists call a 
positional race. Families spend more not 
necessarily because education has improved, 
but because they are afraid of falling behind 
those who are spending more.

A child who attends one tuition class 
begins to feel disadvantaged when class-
mates attend two. A student preparing 
through free online material feels inse-
cure when others enrol in expensive resi-
dential coaching. Coaching thus changes 
from an optional academic service into a 
form of educational insurance.

The question is no longer, “Does my 
child need tuition?” It becomes, “Can 
we afford not to provide it?”

The cost of  education is no longer lim-
ited to school fees, uniforms, transport 
and books. Families must now budget 
for subject tutors, test series, digital sub-
scriptions, entrance-examination pack-
ages, transportation to coaching centres 
and, in some cases, accommodation in 
coaching hubs. An analysis by the Centre 
for Economic Data and Analysis, based 
on the government’s 2025 Comprehen-
sive Modular Survey on Education, found 
that rural households were spending 
approximately ₹7,000 to ₹7,300 annually 
on private tuition or coaching for each 
child, in addition to school-related expen-
diture. In urban areas, average coaching 
expenditure was about ₹12,500 to ₹13,600. 
By Classes XI and XII, coaching account-
ed for almost as much household expen-
diture as formal schooling itself.

For wealthy families, such expenses 
may be manageable. For lower- and mid-
dle-income households, they can deter-
mine the entire family budget. Parents 
reduce healthcare spending, postpone 
repairs, avoid social obligations, borrow 
money or sacrifice retirement savings 

because education is viewed as the only 
reliable path to upward mobility. In 
families with several children, difficult 
decisions arise: Who will receive the best 
coaching? Which subject can be dropped? 
Should the daughter receive the same 
expensive preparation as the son? Can 
the family risk investing in another year 
of  entrance-examination preparation? 
The tuition economy is therefore not 
merely an educational phenomenon. It 
is a system that redistributes household 
income towards an increasingly commer-
cialised race for limited opportunities.

The greatest danger is not that 
coaching exists. Additional academic 
help can be useful and, in many cases, 
transformative. The danger is that 
access to quality preparation is increas-
ingly determined by purchasing power. 
Two equally talented students may sit 
for the same competitive examination, 
but they do not necessarily approach it 
from the same starting line. One may 
have trained teachers, personalised 
mentoring, repeated mock examina-
tions, updated study material and a 
quiet room. The other may depend on 
an overcrowded school, borrowed books 
and an unstable internet connection.

The examination treats them as 
equal on test day, even though the 
preparation system has treated them 
very differently for several years. This 
weakens the principle of  merit. What 
society calls “merit” may actually be a 
combination of  talent, family income, 
location, parental education, access 
to information and the ability to pur-
chase sustained preparation. When pre-
mium coaching becomes the unofficial 
entrance fee to prestigious institutions, 
education stops functioning as a ladder 
of  mobility. It begins reproducing the 
inequalities it was expected to remove.

There is another price that does not 
appear in household accounts: the loss 

of  childhood. A typical student may 
spend the morning in school, the eve-
ning in tuition and the night completing 
assignments from both. Weekends are 
consumed by tests. Holidays become 
crash courses. Recreation is treated as 
laziness, and sleep is sacrificed in the 
name of  discipline. Children are repeat-
edly ranked, compared and divided 
into batches. Their identity becomes 
attached to marks, percentile scores 
and projected examination ranks. A 
temporary academic setback is inter-
preted as a judgement on their intel-
ligence and future worth. Learning 
under such conditions becomes an act 
of  fear rather than discovery.

A mathematics problem is no longer 
something to explore; it is a possible mark 
to lose. A scientific concept is not studied 
because it explains the world, but because 
it may appear in an entrance examina-
tion. Literature, art, sport and conversa-
tion are pushed aside because they are 
not considered “scoring subjects.”

The result may be examination com-
petence without intellectual curiosity, 
students trained to select the correct 
option but hesitant to question, create 
or think independently.

It would be unfair to portray every 
tutor or coaching institute as exploitative. 
Many dedicated tutors help students who 
would otherwise remain behind. They 
provide flexibility, motivation and indi-
vidual attention. Some coaching institu-
tions have enabled students from disad-
vantaged backgrounds to enter profes-
sions previously beyond their reach.

But genuine demand does not justify 
unregulated expansion, misleading suc-
cess claims, excessive fees or systems 
that profit from anxiety. India’s Minis-
try of  Education acknowledged these 
concerns in its 2024 model guidelines, 
referring to exorbitant fees, undue stu-
dent stress, safety failures and other 

malpractices. The guidelines proposed 
reasonable fees, pro-rata refunds, 
counselling support, restrictions on 
classes during school hours and safe-
guards concerning younger students. 
Regulation is necessary, but regulation 
alone will not resolve the deeper prob-
lem. Even the best-regulated coaching 
centre will continue to flourish if  fami-
lies have little confidence in schools.

The solution is not to abolish tuition. It 
is to make tuition optional again. Schools 
must identify learning gaps early rather 
than allowing them to accumulate over 
several years. Remedial support should 
be provided within the school timetable 
and without additional charges. Teachers 
need manageable class sizes, continuous 
professional development and freedom 
from excessive administrative duties. 
Assessment must move beyond memori-
sation and predictable question patterns. 
When examinations reward mechanical 
repetition, coaching centres will under-
standably specialise in that repetition. 
When examinations test reasoning, appli-
cation, communication and creativity, 
both schools and coaching institutions 
will have to change their methods.

Public libraries, community learn-
ing centres and free high-quality digital 
resources can provide academic support 
to children whose families cannot afford 
private tutors. Schools can also organise 
supervised study periods, peer-learning 
groups and teacher consultation hours. 
Most importantly, the number of  quality 
opportunities in higher education must 
expand. When millions of  students com-
pete desperately for a limited number 
of  seats, anxiety becomes inevitable and 
coaching becomes profitable. No reform 
of the coaching sector can succeed with-
out addressing the scarcity that fuels the 
competition.

India’s tuition economy sends a clear 
message: families value education deeply 
and are willing to make extraordinary 
sacrifices for it. That commitment should 
be respected. It should not be exploited. 
A strong education system should not 
require every child to attend school 
twice—once because it is compulsory 
and again because the first experience 
was insufficient. The true measure of  
educational progress is not the number 
of coaching centres opened, test packages 
sold or students studying until midnight. 
It is whether a child, regardless of  family 
income or postal address, can enter an 
ordinary classroom and receive an 
extraordinary opportunity to learn. Until 
that becomes possible, India’s second 
school will continue to grow—and the 
distance between those who can afford it 
and those who cannot will grow with it.

The author can be mailed at 
reyaz56@gmail.com
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6-year-old Vinodbhai Virjibhai 
Vadodriya, a farmer living in 
Gujarat's Rajkot, has been pro-
ducing cotton throughout his 
life. Often the changing tem-

peratures and  plant diseases forced 
him to bear heavy losses. When he 
was introduced to the High-Density 
Planting System, he implemented this 
system in his field. The outcome sur-
prised him. He produced 15 quintals 
of  cotton per acre, a jump of  30-35 per-
cent over his previous produce using 
the old method.

In the previous agriculture year, 
instead of  the usual 135 cm by 45 cm 
spacing, Vadodriya packed his plants 
closer, at 90 cm by 15 cm.

Vinodbhai says he was informed 
that he should harvest earlier, which 
meant less damage from the pink 
bollworm, one of  cotton's most stub-
born pests. Most of  the farmers in the 
neighbourhood noticed the change in 
the outcome and they also decided to 
follow suit.

Six hundred kilometres away, in 
Maharashtra’s Jalgaon, Bhaskar 
Tapiram Chaudhary was also intro-
duced to the High-Density Planting 
System, in 2025. Bhaskar, who is in his 
50s, remembers how he was initially 
reluctant to switch to closer spac-
ing, because that was not his usual 
method. However, he went on, cleaned 
up his fertilizer use, and managed 
pests and nutrients carefully.

The results also surprised him. His 
yield rose from 8 quintals an acre to 
11 (37.5 % rise), despite a dry spell that 
would normally have hurt his crop.

The improved produce of  thou-
sands of  farmers indicated how 
India's cotton policy: small, practical 
changes in farming technique, backed 
by government support, is producing 
significant outcomes.

And likely so, India's cotton sector 
remains in need of  reforms.

According to official statistics, 
India has more land under cotton 
cultivation than anyone else globally. 
The country, at present, has 114.84 
lakh hectares, about 38 percent of  the 
world's cotton area.

India is the only country wherein 
all four known cotton species are cul-
tivated.

The industry is so widespread that 
at least 6 million farmers grow cotton 
here, and almost 40-50 million people 
earn a living from processing and 
trading it. That is why cotton is "White 
Gold" for most Indians.

Despite its critical importance, 

India ranks only second in actual 
production, behind its massive acre-
age lead.

In 2025-2026, output stood at 290.91 
lakh bales, while domestic demand 
ran higher, at 328 lakh bales. The 
reason behind this gap is that India's 
fields simply have not been able to 
produce as much cotton per acre as 
compared to Brazil and the US.

However, the farmers of  Rajkot and 
Jalgaon have shown that this gap can 
be altered using basic and modern 
methods.

What is the government doing 
to fix it?

In the recent past, the central gov-
ernment has responded with a mix of  
price support and productivity push. 
The Minimum Support Price for 2026-
27 was raised to INR 8,267 per quintal 
for medium-staple cotton and INR 
8,667 for long-staple (an increase of  
INR 557 over the previous year).

The Cotton Corporation of  India 
expanded its procurement network 
from 508 centres to 571, now covering 
152 districts, and bought 105.09 lakh 
bales worth INR 41,530 crore this 
season alone.

On the productivity side, a five-year 
Mission for Cotton Productivity was 

launched in 2025-26 with INR 5,659 
crore allocated for it, aiming to nearly 
double output — from 297 lakh bales 
to 498 lakh bales by 2031. It will reach 
32 lakh farmers across 140 districts.

The High-Density and Closer Spac-
ing planting systems, the very tech-
niques that worked for farmer Vinodb-
hai and Bhaskar, are central to this 
new change. Field trials have already 
recorded yield gains of  roughly 40 per-
cent under high-density planting and 
over 32 percent under closer spacing.

Technological intervention has 
also made it easier for farmers. As 
per records, Kapas Kisan app now has 
over 41 lakh farmers registered, let-
ting them book procurement slots, get 
Aadhaar-linked payments, and track 
updates by SMS — turning what used 
to be long queues into a paperless pro-
cess.

And there's a quieter, longer-term 
bet: Kasturi Cotton Bharat, a brand-
ing and traceability programme using 
QR codes and blockchain to certify 
premium Indian cotton for global 
buyers.

Estimates suggest that over 3.29 
lakh bales have been certified so far, a 
small start toward positioning Indian 
cotton as a mark of  quality abroad 
rather than just a cheap bulk export.

The future ahead
There is a lot that needs to be taken 

into consideration before we expect 
greater outcomes. It's spacing between 
plants, apps for slot booking, QR codes 
on bales. India's cotton sector doesn't 
need a revolution — it needs to repli-
cate what farmers in Rajkot and Jalga-
on have done and the process needs to 
be replicated across millions of  acres.

To summarise, if  the Mission for 
Cotton Productivity delivers even a 
fraction of  its 2031 target, India won't 
just grow the most cotton land in the 
world. It will finally grow enough 
cotton to match it. 

Courtesy: PIB Srinagar
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Rs 3.4-cr development works cleared 
for Kangan constituency: Mehar Ali

Sakeena Itoo meets scores of public 
delegations, individuals at Jammu

RAJA SYED RATHER

KANGAN: Development works 
worth over Rs 3.4 crore have 
been allocated across Kangan 
constituency, with the tendering 
process underway, MLA Mian 
Mehar Ali said.

He said the works include 
healthcare equipment and ambu-
lances, bridges, transformers, 
libraries, playgrounds, canal 
fencing and other public infra-
structure.

In a statement issued , Mian 
Mehar Ali said the works are 
aimed at strengthening health-
care infrastructure, improving 
road and bridge connectivity, 
augmenting power supply and 
developing public amenities 
across the constituency.

According to the details shared 
by the MLA, Rs 16.50 lakh has been 
allocated for a video endoscope 
system for SDH Kangan, while Rs 
6.50 lakh has been sanctioned for 
construction of  a ticket counter at 
SDH Kangan.

Similarly, Rs 25 lakh has been 
earmarked for a Digital X-Ray 
machine at MMC Watlar and Rs 
9 lakh for a CBC analyser, bio-
chemistry analyser and urine 
analyser at the facility.

Funds have also been allo-

cated for healthcare facilities, 
including Rs 9.30 lakh for an 
ECO ambulance for Health 
Centre Anderwan, Rs 30 lakh for 
a BLS ambulance for PHC Hari 
Ganiwan, Rs 25 lakh for a Digital 
X-Ray machine at PHC Wussan 
and Rs 10 lakh for a health centre 
at Chountwilar.

Under connectivity and infra-
structure, Rs 17 lakh has been 
sanctioned for a motorable 

bridge over Nallah Shutain at 
Gagangair, Sonamarg-B, Rs 9.50 
lakh for Satrina Bridge Phase-V 
and Rs 23 lakh for construction 
of  a bridge at Doga Wangath-C.

He said Rs 35 lakh has been 
allocated for construction of  a 
library at Kangan, Rs 10 lakh 
for development of  a public park 
at Bonpora Haripora, Rs 8 lakh 
for a playground at Burnbugh, 
Rs 7.50 lakh for a playground at 

Pethpora Chattergul and Rs 5 
lakh for development of  a play-
ground at Prang.

For strengthening power 
infrastructure, funds have 
been sanctioned for installa-
tion of  transformers at various 
locations, including Awan Pati 
Mammar, Rayil Khowur, Thune, 
Rayil, Kaniwas Sumbal, Nin-
hama, Krishan Chountwilar-C 
and Arhama. Funds have also 
been allocated for creation of  a 
63 KVA transformer at Thikery 
Pathi Hariganiwan and a 20 KV 
generator for PHC Gund.

For irrigation and canal pro-
tection, Rs 15.50 lakh has been 
allocated for fencing of  the canal 
from Headwork Kullan to 4-Way 
Sumbal and BR-Ganiwan, while 
Rs 25 lakh has been sanctioned 
for fencing of  the canal in the 
Mammar-Thune area.

Mian Mehar Ali said the allo-
cation covers key sectors includ-
ing healthcare, power, connectiv-
ity, irrigation, education, sports 
and public infrastructure.

He said the works are now 
being taken forward through the 
tendering process and expressed 
hope that their timely execution 
would provide better facilities 
and services to the people of  
Kangan constituency.

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

JAMMU: Minister for Health 
& Medical Education, Social 
Welfare and Education, Sakee-
na Itoo Monday met scores of  
public delegations and indi-
viduals from different parts of  
Jammu division at Civil Sec-
retariat here and took detailed 
note of  their concerns and 
developmental issues.

The delegations and indi-
viduals from different areas 
of  Jammu division, brought 
forth a wide range of  issues 
pertaining to healthcare, 
education, social welfare, 
public infrastructure, roads, 
power supply, water supply 
and other matters concern-
ing public welfare before the 
Minister and sought their 
timely redressal.

Giving a patient hearing to 
the visiting delegations, the 
Minister interacted with the 
representatives and individu-
als in detail and sought feed-
back on the implementation of  
various government schemes 
and services at the grassroots 
level. She assured them that 
their genuine issues would 
be examined on priority  for 
appropriate resolution.

The  Minister high-
lighted that regular inter-

action with the public is 
an important component 
of  responsive governance 
and Government remains 
committed to ensuring that 
the concerns of  people are 
heard, acknowledged and 
addressed through a time-
bound mechanism.

“T he Gover nment 
belongs to the people and 
our foremost responsibil-
ity is to remain accessible 
to them.  We will continue 
to strengthen mechanisms 
that ensure people get timely 
response and delivery of  ser-
vices”, the Minister said.

She emphasized that gov-
ernance cannot be effective 
unless it remains connected 
with the aspirations and day-
to-day concerns of the people.

The Minister also direct-
ed the concerned officers  to 
examine the issues raised by 
the delegations and individ-

uals and ensure necessary 
follow-up action within the 
prescribed timelines. She 
stressed upon officers to 
maintain close coordination 
with the public and ensure 
that eligible beneficiaries do 
not face unnecessary diffi-
culties in accessing Govern-
ment schemes and services.

“Government’s focus is on 
translating policy decisions 
and welfare programmes into 
tangible outcomes for citi-
zens, particularly for vulnera-
ble sections and people living 
in remote and underserved 
areas”, she maintained.

She also urged public 
representatives and citizens 
to continue providing con-
structive feedback to the 
Government, saying that 
sustained public participa-
tion is vital for building an 
efficient, responsive and 
accountable administration.

Security Beefed
surveillance, are being undertaken as 

part of  the routine arrangements ahead 
of  the national event.

Security personnel have urged commut-
ers and motorists to cooperate with check-
ing teams, with authorities maintaining 
that the heightened presence is intended 
to ensure safety and security during the 
Independence Day celebrations.

The security arrangements are expected 
to remain in place in the run-up to August 
15, with forces maintaining enhanced vigil 
across urban centres, highways, border 
areas and other strategically important 
locations in Jammu and Kashmir.

Meanwhile, Inspector General of  Police 
(IGP), Kashmir Zone, V K Birdi reviewed 
security arrangements for the upcoming 
Independence Day celebrations and other 
scheduled events across Kashmir, direct-
ing officers to strengthen checkpoints, 
patrolling and area domination in vulner-
able areas.

IGP Birdi chaired a security review meet-
ing at Police Control Room (PCR) Kashmir, 
which was attended by senior officers from 
the Jammu and Kashmir Police, Army, 
CRPF, BSF, SSB, ITBP, RPF, CID, traffic 
police and other security agencies.

During the meeting, senior officers 
briefed the IGP on the arrangements put in 
place for the smooth and peaceful conduct 
of  Independence Day celebrations across 
all districts of  the Valley.

District Superintendents of  Police also 
briefed the meeting about preparations 
and security arrangements in their respec-
tive districts.

IGP Birdi directed the officers to ensure 
that all necessary preparations are com-
pleted well in advance and assigned spe-
cific responsibilities for various events 
planned across the Valley, including ral-
lies.

The IGP also reviewed security arrange-
ments for the main Independence Day 
function at Bakshi Stadium in Srinagar 
and directed officers concerned to fur-
ther strengthen security measures and 
ensure comprehensive arrangements at 
the venue.

He directed officers to strengthen secu-
rity checkpoints, particularly during night 
hours, at vulnerable locations and along 
entry and exit routes of  Srinagar city.

The IGP also called for intensified area 
domination and patrolling, particularly in 
sensitive and vulnerable areas, to main-
tain a robust security presence and ensure 
effective surveillance.

He stressed the need for strict vigilance 
against elements inimical to peace and 
security and called for enhanced alertness 
across all jurisdictions.

The meeting was attended by senior offi-
cers including IG BSF Frontier Headquar-
ters Kashmir, IG CRPF Kashmir Opera-
tions Sector, IG CRPF Srinagar, DIG SSB 
Srinagar, DIG CID Kashmir, range DIGs 
of  Kashmir Zone, DIG Traffic Kashmir, 
DIG ITBP Srinagar, DIG RPF Kashmir and 
district SSPs.

Senior officers from the Army, includ-
ing Col GS (IS), 15 Corps, besides offi-

cials from the Security Wing, CID, Armed 
Police, SDRF, Railway Police, traffic police 
and other agencies also participated in the 
meeting.

The meeting concluded with a commit-
ment to heightened vigilance, enhanced 
inter-agency coordination and effective 
implementation of  security protocols to 
ensure the peaceful and orderly conduct of  
Independence Day celebrations and other 
scheduled events across the Valley—(KNO)

MeT Predicts Heavy
areas and trigger landslides, mudslides 

and waterlogging, particularly in low-
lying areas, it said.

The advisory comes amid an active 
monsoon phase in the Union Territory, 
where intense rainfall has triggered flash 
floods and landslides at several locations 
in recent weeks.

The weather is likely to remain unset-
tled thereafter, with light rain and thun-
dershowers expected at many places from 
August 12 to 16. Brief  spells of  intense rain 
cannot be ruled out at isolated locations 
during this period.

Another spell of  light to moderate rain 
and thundershowers is forecast across 
many areas from August 17 to 19, with iso-
lated intense showers also possible.

Meanwhile, the weather remained large-
ly dry across Jammu and Kashmir during 
the 24 hours ending 8.30 am on Monday.

Srinagar recorded a maximum tempera-
ture of  33.2 degrees Celsius, which was 3.2 
degrees above normal, while the minimum 
settled at 19.4 degrees Celsius.

Jammu recorded a maximum of  34.6 
degrees Celsius against a normal of  33.1 
degrees, while the minimum temperature 
was 25.1 degrees Celsius.

Pahalgam recorded a maximum of  27.2 
degrees Celsius and a minimum of  17 
degrees, while Gulmarg saw a high of  22.8 
degrees and a low of  11.8 degrees.

The Meteorological Centre has advised 
people and authorities to remain cautious 
in vulnerable areas and stay alert to the 
possibility of  flash floods, landslides and 
temporary waterlogging during periods of  
intense rainfall—(KNO)

Two Held Over 
associated with terrorism, propagation 

of  extremist viewpoints and narratives 
that investigators believe had the potential 
to influence or radicalise impressionable 
minds.

The CIK said the investigation is cur-
rently underway and the seized digital 
material is being subjected to further 
examination in accordance with law.

Further action will follow based on the 
findings of  the ongoing investigation, offi-
cials said.

ASI Allocates Rs 22.72
The project is listed under Jammu and 

Kashmir in the details of  NCF projects for 

conservation, renovation and development 
works at ASI-protected monuments.

The government clarified that monu-
ments and heritage sites are not protected 
under the National Culture Fund itself. 
Instead, the NCF provides financial assis-
tance for conservation, renovation and 
development works at some monuments 
and cultural heritage sites protected by 
the ASI.

The Ministry further stated that ASI 
regularly reviews visitor facilities, digi-
tal documentation, conservation works 
and heritage promotion programmes at 
monuments under its jurisdiction across 
the country.

Through its field offices, ASI also organ-
ises community-driven and people-centric 
heritage promotion programmes, includ-
ing walkthroughs, talks, drawing and 
painting competitions, photo exhibitions 
and consultative meetings with local com-
munities and stakeholders to raise aware-
ness about heritage protection—(KNO)

35,961 Houses 
2,126 houses were sanctioned and 5,069 

were completed across the Union Terri-
tory.

The ministry said completion timelines 
generally range from 12 to 36 months, 
depending on the scheme component and 
the detailed project reports. Delays can 
occur due to factors including availability 
of  encumbrance-free land, statutory clear-
ances, beneficiaries’ ability to arrange 
funds and availability of  the state share.

The government has also encouraged 
convergence of  PMAY-U with schemes 
including Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 
2.0, Ujjwala Yojana, PM Surya Ghar, 
Ayushman Bharat, PM Vishwakarma and 
other programmes to improve the delivery 
of  basic amenities to beneficiaries.

The ministry said the PMAY-U scheme 
period has been extended up to September 
30, 2026, for completion of  under-construc-
tion houses and release of  funds.

1,778 Hectares Of
monitoring, including geo-tagging of  

plantation sites, GIS-based mapping, geo-
tagged photographs and KML files. State 
Forest Departments also undertake peri-
odic field inspections and third-party mon-
itoring, with corrective measures such as 
gap filling and maintenance based on sur-
vival assessments.

The reply added that drone-based moni-
toring, wherever undertaken by States, 
may supplement field verification, while 
the Forest Survey of  India (FSI) conducts 
biennial assessments of  forest cover 
through remote sensing supported by 
ground verification.

The Ministry also stated that it is 
implementing the Nagar Van Yojana for 
development of  600 Nagar Vans and 400 
Nagar Vatikas during 2020-21 to 2026-27 to 
enhance urban green cover and ecological 
benefits.

Under the Green India Mission, Rs 57.08 

crore has been allocated during 2026-27 
so far to seven States for approved activi-
ties, while funds under Nagar Van Yojana 
are released from the National Authority 
CAMPA based on approved proposals of  
States—(KNO)

Two Arrested Over
sections applicable to offences against 

children, and further investigation is 
underway.

Police said efforts are continuing to 
establish all facts and circumstances sur-
rounding the alleged incident. [KNT]

Saffron Corm Transport
Ashiq Ahmad said that the department 

was taking a series of  measures to protect 
Kashmir's traditional saffron cultivation 
and ensure that farmers have access to 
adequate and quality planting material.

“Restricting the transportation of  saf-
fron corms outside the Valley is an impor-
tant step towards conserving the planting 
material available in Kashmir,” the officer 
said.

He said the department was also work-
ing towards establishing Saffron Seed Mul-
tiplication Nurseries in Pampore, which 
would help in multiplying quality corms 
and making them available to farmers.

According to officials, the proposed 
nurseries are expected to reduce pressure 
on existing planting material while creat-
ing a more dependable source of  quality 
corms for saffron growers. The initiative 
is also aimed at supporting the expansion 
of  saffron cultivation and strengthening 
the crop's long-term sustainability.

Saffron cultivation remains an impor-
tant component of  the agricultural econ-
omy of  south Kashmir, particularly in and 
around Pampore, where the crop has been 
cultivated for generations. Besides its eco-
nomic value, saffron is closely associated 
with the region's agricultural heritage.

Officials said that indiscriminate remov-
al of  corms from Kashmir could adversely 
affect the availability of  planting mate-
rial and eventually impact the area under 
saffron cultivation. The restrictions, they 
said, are therefore aimed at ensuring that 
the crop's basic planting resource remains 
available to local growers.

The Agriculture Department has 
appealed to farmers and traders not to 
sell or transport saffron corms outside 
the Valley and to cooperate with officials 
during the extraction and sowing period.

Agriculture officer Ahmad urged all 
stakeholders to adhere to the prescribed 
regulations, saying collective efforts were 
required to protect Kashmir's saffron heri-
tage and ensure the crop continues to pro-
vide a sustainable livelihood to growers.

With the August 15 extraction period 
approaching, the department is maintain-
ing close monitoring of  saffron-growing 
areas to check illegal movement of  corms 
and ensure that the planting material is 
utilised for strengthening saffron cultiva-
tion within Kashmir—(KNO)
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GOVERNMENT OF (U.T) JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI (PHE) DEPTT.
GROUND WATER DIVISION SRINAGAR

BAGHI-ALI-MARDAN, NOWSHARA SRINAGAR.
E-mail:-     hakeemmushtaq.75316@jk.gov.in   Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285

EXTENSION NOTICE 4TH

of Re-Tender Notice/ Corrigendum.
Subject: 1. Construction of 200mm dia Production Well by ODEX Method at Kasnard Pannard Sangnard Well No. 2  District Anantnag.
 2. Construction of Production Bore Well at Kharbatpora Ratnipora District Pulwama.
Reference:	 1.	This	office	Retender	Corrigendum	Notice	vide	endorsement	No:	JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/		Camp./	2893-2909,Dated: 19-06-

2026	Bearing	Tender	ID	No.	2026_PHE_307406_3		&_4.
.	 2.	This	office	Extension	Notice	5th	issued	vide	endorsement	No:	JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/		Camp/2377-93,	dated:	11-05-2026.
	 3.	This	office	e-NIT	No.	04/JS-PHE/GWDS/Mech.	of	2026-27,	issued	vide		endorsement	No:			JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp/64-

76,	dated:	03-04-2026.	Bearing	Tender	ID	No.		2026_PHE_307406_1	&_2.
Due to “NO Response” for the above mentioned work’s advertised vide e-NIT No. and Tender ID No’s under reference. Which was 
scheduled to be downloaded till 20-08-2026 Up-to 11:00 PM. 

S.No. Item Fresh Date
1. Last date & Time of submission of bids 20-08-2026 Up-to  11:00 AM
2. Date & Time of opening of tenders 21-08-2026   11.00 AM

NOTE:
 All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in the aforesaid e-NIT issued vide above referred endstt: nos.
No:	-JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp./	6744-61	 Sd/=
Dated: 10-08-2026. Executive Engineer
	DIPK-4378-26	 	Jal	Shakti	(PHE)	Deptt.
DT:	10/08/2026	 Ground	Water	Division	Srinagar.

 GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD(R&B) DIVISION ANANTNAG
 Email: xen-pwdrnbanantnag@jk.gov.in Phone and Fax: 01932-222221

CORRIGENDUM
Subject: Construction of 1 x 20 Mtr 2 lane truss girder bridge over Nallah Vinjey at  wagahama near Jamia Masjid Alidades.
Reference: NIT No. 58 of R&B/Anan/ 2026-27/E-TENDERING/4953-62 DATED: 31/07/2026.
Kindly read Updations/Amendments made in above referred NIT/SBD as under:  

Please Read Addendum Instead of this
To qualify for the award of contract, each bidder 

should have in the last five years:
(i) Achieved a minimum financial turnover on execu-

tion of Civil Engineering works (defined as billing for works in 
progress or completed in all classes of Civil Engineering con-
struction works only) during any one out of the last Five financial 
years (2020-21 to 2024-25) not less than 50% of the value of 
the advertised work. The information supplied in this connection 
should be duly certified by a Chartered Accountant with UDIN 
and Income Tax Returns for the last five years.

Substantial completions shall be based on comple-
tion of 90 (ninety) percent ... of the value of ongoing works com-
pleted under the contract.

Note: For arriving at cost of similar work, the value of 
work executed shall be brought to current costing level by en-
hancing the actual value of work at simple rate of seven percent 
per annum, calculated from the date of completion to the date 
of Bid opening. 

To qualify for the award of contract, each bidder 
should have in the last seven years:

(i) Achieved a minimum financial turnover on exe-
cution of Civil Engineering works (defined as billing for works 
in progress or completed in all classes of Civil Engineering 
construction works only) during any one out of the last seven 
financial years (2018-19 to 2024-25) not less than 50% of the 
value of the advertised work. The information supplied in this 
connection should be duly certified by a Chartered Accountant 
with UDIN and Income Tax Returns for the last seven years.
       Substantial completions shall be based on completion of 
80 (eighty) percent ... of the value of ongoing works completed 
under the contract.

Note: For arriving at cost of similar work, the value 
of work executed shall be brought to current costing level by 
enhancing the actual value of work at simple rate of seven per-
cent per annum, calculated from the date of completion to the 
date of Bid opening. 

Further read Updations/Amendments made to Corrigendum No 5428-33, Dated 08.08.2026 in above referred NIT as under: 
All the bidders are directed to submit the below mentioned Integrity Pact and Integrity Agreement with their Bids:
Integrity Pact and Integrity Agreement, in respect of a particular contract, shall be operative from the date IP duly signed and stamped 
by the bidder. Any violation of the same  would entail disqualification of the bidder. 
Note: EMD (Earnest Money Deposit) and/or Treasury Challan if any used for the same work advertised previously shall not be considered/
entertained for this NIT. All the participating Bidders need to submit/upload fresh EMD and Treasury Challan as per the NIT.
All other terms and conditions shall remain unchanged.
No.      5484-89  Executive Engineer,
Dated: 08.08.2026  R&B Division Anantnag

DIPK-4370-26
DT: 10/08/2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Ajaz Ahmad Naqash, son of Late Assadullah Naqash, resident of 
Zoonimar, Srinagar, hereby inform the general public that the electricity 
connection bearing Consumer ID No. 0204040023974 is currently 
registered in the name of my father, Late  Assadullah Naqash, son of 
Late Ghulam Nabi Naqash, resident of resident of Zoonimar, Tengpora, 
Soura,  Srinagar. Now, I intend to transfer the said electricity connection 
into my own name, i.e., Ajaz Ahmad Naqash, son of Late Assadullah 
Naqash, resident of Zoonimar, Srinagar. Upon transfer, all future rights, 
responsibilities, and liabilities related to the above connection shall rest 
solely with me. If any person has any objection to this proposed transfer, 
they may contact concerned department within 7 days from the date of 
publication of this notice. No claims or objections shall be entertained 
after the expiry of the said period.

Ajaz Ahmad Naqash, Son of Late Assadullah Naqash
Resident of Zoonimar, Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Mushtaq Ahmad Rather , S/o Gh Ahmad Rather, 
resident of Goshabugh Pattan, hereby declare 
that my name has been incorrectly mentioned as 
“Musthaq Ahmad Rather” in my Driving Licence No. 
JK01 19990006066. I have corrected/changed my 
name to “Mushtaq Ahmad Rather” and henceforth 
I shall be known by my correct name as “Mushtaq 
Ahmad Rather” for all purposes and records. This 
public notice is being published for the purpose of 
updating/correcting my name in my Driving Licence 
and other relevant official records.

Psychology-Driven STEM 
Training Concludes at 
GCW Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A three-
day student training pro-
gramme on Psychology-
Driven STEM Learning 
successfully concluded 
today at Government Col-
lege for Women (GCW), 
M.A. Road, Srinagar, mark-
ing a significant milestone 
in integrating psychologi-
cal principles with science 
and technology education 
in the Kashmir Valley.

The programme was 
organized in collaboration 
with the National Insti-
tute of  Technology (NIT) 
Srinagar and conduct-
ed under the JKST&IC 
(SREP 2025–26) funded 
project titled "Psychology-
Driven STEM Learning to 
Build Scientific Temper 
in the Border Villages of  
Kashmir." The initiative is 
spearheaded by Dr. Eshrat 
Ara, Principal Investiga-
tor from GCW M.A. Road, 
in partnership with Dr. 
Dinesh Kumar Rajendran, 
Co-Principal Investigator 
from NIT Srinagar.

The training pro-
gramme was designed to 
equip students with criti-
cal thinking, creativity, 
problem-solving abilities, 
and innovation capacity 
through an interdisciplin-
ary approach that blends 
psychological principles 
with hands-on STEM 
learning.

A distinctive feature of  
the initiative was its struc-
tured capacity-building 
approach. Prior to the stu-
dent training, 35 teachers 
underwent an intensive 

3-day Master Training 
Programme, creating a 
robust foundation for sus-
tainable implementation. 
Selected Master Trainers 
from this cohort actively 
facilitated the student pro-
gramme, demonstrating 
an effective cascade model 
of  knowledge transfer and 
scalability.

The trained Master 
Trainers who made sig-
nificant contributions 
included Dr. Mateen 
Yousuf, Ms. Samiya Man-
zoor, Ms. Abida Wahad, Dr. 
Sheezan Rasool, and Ms. 
Iqra Akhter. These Master 
Trainers not only facilitat-
ed sessions but also worked 
alongside resource persons 
to strengthen delivery and 
ensure effective engage-
ment throughout the pro-
gramme.

Resource persons for the 
training included Dr. Parsa 
Sarosh, Faculty of  Elec-
tronics, GCW M.A. Road, 

and Prof. Naureen Naseer, 
Faculty of  Psychology, 
GCW M.A. Road, among 
others.

Over the course of  
three days, 60 students 
from various Higher Sec-
ondary Schools across 
Srinagar participated in 
the programme. The train-
ing offered a meticulously 
designed blend of  psychol-
ogy-driven learning and 
practical STEM exposure, 
introducing students to 
problem-solving frame-
works, stress management 
techniques, and design 
thinking.

Students engaged in 
hands-on activities involv-
ing Arduino, sensors, 
IoT-based automation, 3D 
printing, drone simulation, 
and robotics. The empha-
sis on "learning by doing" 
enabled participants to 
actively build working 
models, including smart 
dustbin systems and home 

automation prototypes, 
while also participating in 
simulation-based and col-
laborative activities.

The involvement of  
trained Master Trainers 
ensured peer-supported 
learning, effective facili-
tation, and continuity of  
training outcomes, demon-
strating the success of  the 
project's capacity-building 
strategy.

The programme con-
cluded with a brainstorm-
ing and feedback session, 
where students were 
encouraged to conceptu-
alize and submit project 
ideas addressing real-life 
and community-based 
challenges. The session 
reflected strong engage-
ment, creativity, and the 
practical application of  
learned concepts.

A certificate distribu-
tion ceremony marked the 
successful completion of  
the training, celebrating 
the achievements of  all 
participants.

The initiative repre-
sents a significant step 
toward building a sus-
tainable ecosystem of  
psychology-driven STEM 
education, with planned 
outreach to border and 
underserved regions 
including Gurez, Uri, 
Karnah, and Keran. By 
fostering scientific temper 
and innovation capacity 
among students in these 
regions, the project aims 
to create lasting educa-
tional impact and bridge 
the gap between psycho-
logical understanding and 
STEM learning.

Lolab youth embarks on 
9-month bicycle journey to 
Saudi for Umrah

WARIS FAYAZ

SRINAGAR: A 29-year-old 
youth from Diver Lolab in 
North Kashmir’s Kupwara 
district has embarked 
on an ambitious bicycle 
journey to Saudi Arabia 
to perform Umrah, with 
the strenuous expedition 
expected to take around 
nine months.

Parvaiz Ahmed Lachi, 
an avid cyclist associated 
with the hotel industry, 
said that he had been 
planning to undertake the 
Umrah journey by bicycle 
for more than two years. 
However, his plans were 
delayed after he suffered a 
leg fracture while playing 
football.

Parvaiz said he resumed 
cycling after recovering 
from the injury and grad-
ually increased his pace 
before finally deciding to 
begin the sojourn.

“My parents resisted the 
idea for over a year. I kept 
trying to convince them. 
During Ramadan, I prayed 
for the Umrah journey and 
eventually my family got 
convinced,” he said.

Parvaiz said he was 
inspired by Shihab Chot-
tur, a native of  Valancher-
ry in Kerala's Malappuram 
district, who travelled 
thousands of  kilome-
tres on foot from India to 
Makkah to perform Haj.

“Since Shihab Chot-

tur walked such a long 
distance to Makkah, I 
thought, why couldn't I do 
it on my cycle?” he said.

The Lolab cyclist said 
he currently has visas for 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan 
and Tajikistan and has 
to reach Kazakhstan by 
September 1 as part of  his 
journey. He said the com-
plete expedition is expect-
ed to take around nine 
months, during which he 
will travel through multi-
ple countries before reach-
ing Saudi Arabia.

Parvaiz said his primary 
motivation is to visit the 
House of  Allah and com-
plete the Umrah pilgrim-
age after undertaking the 
journey by road.

“I expect to see the 
House of  Allah. I will also 
spend the holy month of  
Ramadan at Masjid an-
Nabawi and pray for the 
entire Ummah,” he said.

Despite the physical 
demands of  the expedi-
tion, Parvaiz said he is 
determined to continue 
the journey and hopes to 
complete it safely.

The 29-year-old said 
his return to cycling after 
a serious football injury 
strengthened his resolve 
to undertake the long 
journey. He has now set 
out from Kashmir with the 
aim of  reaching the holy 
cities of  Saudi Arabia on 
his bicycle—(KNO)

ACB chargesheets 10 in 
`7.12 lakh bridge material 
embezzlement case

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) 
on Monday chargesheeted 
10 persons, including two 
former executive engi-
neers and a private con-
tractor, in an alleged Rs 
7.12 lakh embezzlement 
and fraud case linked to 
the Lastiyal-Kalaroose 
bridge in Kupwara. Geo-
graphicReference

In a statement issued, 
a spokesperson said the 
Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB), Jammu & Kashmir, 
has presented a charge-
sheet before the competent 
court against 10 accused 
persons, including nine 
public servants and one 
private contractor, in a 
case relating to alleged 
misappropriation of  gov-
ernment store material, 
fraudulent release of  a 
security deposit, forgery, 
abuse of  official position 
and criminal conspiracy 
in connection with the 
construction of  a steel 
bridge at Lastiyal-Kala-
roose, Kupwara.

He said the case origi-
nated from an Open Veri-
fication conducted by the 
erstwhile Vigilance Orga-
nization Kashmir into alle-
gations of  loss to the State 
exchequer by the beneficia-
ry contractor in connivance 
with officials of  PWD(R&B) 
Division, Kupwara.

The spokesperson said 
investigation revealed that 
the bridge work was allotted 
to contractor Ghulam Mohi-
ud-din Lone in September 
2010, with stipulated com-
pletion within three months. 
The contractor commenced 
the work after considerable 
delay, executed only part of  
the work and subsequently 

abandoned the project. 
Departmental store mate-
rial comprising cement and 
steel remained unaccounted 
for/unrecovered, valued at 
approximately Rs 5.63 lakh.

He said investigation 
further revealed fraudu-
lent release and encash-
ment of  the contractor’s 
CDR amounting to Rs 
73,000 on the basis of  a 
forged communication 
purportedly issued by the 
competent departmental 
authority. The investiga-
tion also brought on record 
alleged irregular release 
of  Bill Deposits amount-
ing to Rs 81,400 despite 
outstanding government 
liabilities, besides lapses 
on the part of  engineer-
ing and accounts officials 
in safeguarding govern-
ment material, enforcing 
contractual conditions and 
ensuring recovery of  gov-
ernment dues.

“Thereby a total loss of  
Rs 7,12,150 to state exche-
quer was caused by accused 
public servants in conniv-
ance with contractor.”

The spokesperson 
said after completion of  
investigation, requisite 
sanction for prosecution 
against the in-service 
accused public servants 
was accorded by the com-
petent authority.

The spokesperson said 
all 10 accused persons 
were presented before the 
Hon’ble Court of  Special 
Judge, Anti-Corruption, 
Baramulla, today along 
with the charge-sheet and 
were admitted to bail upon 
furnishing bail and surety 
bonds as directed by the 
Court.

The Court has fixed 
November 25, 2026 as the 
next date of  hearing.

'Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign' gains 
momentum across Bandipora with Rallies

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: The Har 
Ghar Tiranga Campaign 
2026 witnessed enthusi-
astic participation across 
District Bandipora on 
Monday, with various 
departments, educational 
institutions, youth, sports 
persons and community-
level institutions organis-
ing a range of  activities to 
showcase patriotism, unity 
and pride in the national 
flag.

The Department of  
Youth Services and Sports, 
Bandipora, organised a 
Girls Cricket Match at 
Wangipora as part of  the 
campaign. The sporting 
activity provided young 
girls an opportunity to 
showcase their talent, 
teamwork and sporting 
spirit while reinforcing 
the message of  unity and 
patriotism. Har Ghar 
Tiranga rallies were also 
conducted across different 
institutions and zones with 
enthusiastic participation 
from students, athletes, 
staff  and young sports 
enthusiasts.

A Tiranga Vehicle Rally 
was also organised by 
ARTO Bandipora, with 
enthusiastic participa-

tion from the ARTO, staff  
members and commercial 
vehicle drivers. The rally 
reflected the collective 
spirit of  patriotism, unity 
and pride in the Tricolour.

The ICDS Department 
also participated in the 
campaign through various 
activities at Anganwadi 
Centres across the district, 
involving children and the 
community and spread-
ing awareness about the 
national flag, patriotism 
and civic responsibility.

As part of  the campaign, 
cleanliness activities were 
undertaken at WSS in 
Dawar, highlighting the 
importance of  cleanli-
ness and proper upkeep of  
public assets. Cleanliness 
drives were also conduct-
ed at Panchayat Kehnusa, 
Panchayat Aloosa B and 
Panchayat Aloosa Ghat of  
Block Aloosa, promoting 
cleanliness and commu-
nity participation. Tiranga 
rallies were additionally 
organised at local schools 
in Panchayat Kehnusa and 
Panchayat Ashtengoo of  
Block Aloosa, with enthu-
siastic participation.

At H.K.M. Government 
Degree College Bandipora, 
a Tiranga Rangoli Compe-
tition was organised, with 

students showcasing their 
creativity through patriot-
ic-themed rangoli designs.

Similarly, the NSS Unit 
of  Government Degree 
College Ajas organised an 
awareness and participa-
tion activity, with faculty 
members taking part in the 
programme and highlight-
ing the significance of  the 
Har Ghar Tiranga cam-
paign, Independence Day 
celebrations, patriotism, 
national unity and respect 
for the national flag.

A mega Tiranga Rally 
was organised by HSS 
Nowgam, in which all 
schools of  the cluster par-
ticipated with enthusiasm. 
Students carried the Trico-
lour, sang patriotic songs 
and paid tribute to the 
martyrs. Speaking on the 
occasion, the Principal of  
HSS Nowgam delivered an 
inspirational message on 
the significance and objec-
tive of  the campaign and 
flagged off  the rally.

Various other Tiranga-
themed activities, includ-
ing quizzes, flag displays 
and creative activities, 
were also organised 
by educational institu-
tions, reflecting active 
participation across the 
district.

B'la admin hosts Vibrant 
Programme to Mark 150 Years of 
Vande Mataram

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: District 
Administration Baramulla 
Monday organised a vibrant 
programme at the Auditorium 
of  GDC Boys’ Baramulla to 
commemorate 150 years of  
Vande Mataram and celebrate 
the Har Ghar Tiranga cam-
paign being observed across 
the country from August 9 to 17.

The programme was 
chaired by Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Baramulla, S.F. 
Hamid, and was attended by 
Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner Baram-
ulla, Pranjal J. Hazarika, Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner 
Baramulla, Syed Altaf Hussain 
Musvi, Principal GDC Boys’ 
Baramulla, senior district 
officers, faculty members and 
students of the College, besides 
other participants.

The programme featured a 

series of cultural events includ-
ing patriotic songs, skits and 
speeches, highlighting and 
paying homage to the sacrific-
es of the freedom fighters, the 
values of unity and national 
integratian.

On the occasion, District 
Information Office Baramulla 
screened a short documentary 
film highlighting the histori-
cal evolution and emotional 
resonance of Vande Mataram, 
evoking a deep sense of patrio-
tism among the attendees.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Deputy Commis-
sioner underscored that the 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign, 
being observed from August 
9 to 17, should not be viewed 
merely as an exercise of hoist-
ing the National Flag, but as an 
opportunity for every citizen to 
understand the deeper purpose 
and values associated with the 
Tricolour.

DC Budgam 
reviews progress of 
ongoing 'Har Ghar 
Tiranga Campaign'

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Budgam, 
Athar Aamir Khan, 
Monday reviewed the 
progress of  the ongoing 
Har Ghar Tiranga Cam-
paign, asserting smooth 
conduct of  ongoing rallies 
and events being organ-
ised across the district.

Chairing a meeting at 
the Conference Hall, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
finalised arrangements 
for the ensuing cycle and 
bike rallies scheduled for 
August 11 from Sports 
Stadium Budgam to New 
Bus Stand Budgam, and 
the mega Har Ghar Tiran-
ga Rally scheduled for 
August 12 from Sports Sta-
dium Budgam to Bihisht 
Zehra Park, Budgam.

He also reviewed prepa-
rations for the ‘Horrors of  
Partition’ event scheduled 
to be held at the District 
Headquarters on August 
14.

The DC directed  all 
concerned departments to 
ensure  all events go on in full 
swing and close coordination 
for the smooth conduct of  the 
programme is maintained by 
all concerned.
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CM honours 580 outstanding J&K 
sportspersons with ₹2.71 cr cash awards
Calls for stronger sports infrastructure, greater support for athletes

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah 
Monday presented cash 
awards amounting to ₹2.71 
crore to 580 outstanding 
sportspersons and inter-
national athletes from 
Jammu and Kashmir at 
a Special Cash Award 
Ceremony held at the 
Sher-i-Kashmir Interna-
tional Convention Centre 
(SKICC) here, recognising 
their achievements in the 
field of  sports.

The cash awards pertain 
to the years 2023-24 and 
2024-25. The Chief  Minis-
ter personally handed over 
awards to 22 sportspersons, 
while the awards to the 
remaining beneficiaries 
were disbursed through 
Direct Benefit Transfer 
(DBT) directly into their 
bank accounts.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Chief  Minister con-
gratulated the awardees 
and said the cash awards 
marked the beginning of  
the Government’s efforts 
to provide greater support 
and encouragement to 
sporting talent in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

“I would like to con-
gratulate all the awardees 
from the bottom of  my 
heart. This is the result of  
your hard work,” he said, 
stressing that athletes can 
deliver better results when 
provided with the right 
facilities, coaching, equip-
ment and training oppor-
tunities.

Acknowledging the 
contribution of  parents 
and families in support-
ing young athletes, the 
Chief  Minister said efforts 
would be made to ensure 
that sportspersons do not 
face undue financial pres-
sure for coaching, training, 
equipment and travel.

“We should also increase 
this gradually, so that our 

athletes do not have to 
worry about investing in 
coaching, training, equip-
ment, travel, etc. We should 
not put too much pressure 
on your families and par-
ents,” he said.

Emphasising the need 
to address gaps in sports 
infrastructure, Omar 
Abdullah said Jammu 
and Kashmir must signifi-
cantly improve facilities 
at the grassroots level. He 
pointed to the shortage of  
synthetic tracks, quality 
playing surfaces, indoor 
facilities and other train-
ing infrastructure, par-
ticularly in mountainous 
and winter zones where 
adverse weather limits 
outdoor training for sev-
eral months.

The Chief  Minister said 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
altitude was an inherent 
advantage that could be 
leveraged to establish high-
quality training centres for 
athletes.

“We have to capitalise on 
this. We have to use this by 
establishing high-quality 
training centres. And we 
have to pay attention to 
different sports,” he said.

Calling for greater atten-
tion to both established 

and emerging sporting 
disciplines, the Chief  Min-
ister referred to the recent 
achievements of  J&K 
sportspersons in cricket 
and Mixed Martial Arts 
(MMA), stressing the need 
to maintain a balance in 
promoting different sports.

He also called for great-
er support for disciplines 
beyond cricket and wel-
comed growing corporate 
participation in sports, 
particularly in coaching 
and athlete development.

Linking sports with the 
wider effort to keep young 
people away from drugs, 
the Chief  Minister said 
sustained investment in 
sports infrastructure and 
engagement with youth 
was essential to making 
the anti-drug campaign 
effective.

“Staying away from 
drugs is not just a slogan 
for one day a year. Twelve 
months of  that year, seven 
days a week, and that will 
only happen when we 
can give infrastructure to 
sports and get the attention 
of  the kids,” he said.

On the occasion, the 
Chief  Minister felicitated 
J&K MMA fighter Owais 
Yaqoob for his remarkable 

victory at BRAVE CF 107 in 
Bulgaria, where he defeat-
ed an unbeaten two-time 
IMMAF World Champion 
in a display of  skill, deter-
mination and grit.

He also launched an 
anti-drugs and anti-dop-
ing campaign by handing 
over a campaign torch to 
a sports icon from Jammu 
and Kashmir. The torch 
will travel through dif-
ferent schools and areas 
of  Srinagar as part of  the 
awareness campaign.

The Chief  Minister said 
sports icons would play an 
important role in spread-
ing awareness against drug 
abuse and doping, while 
promoting clean and fair 
competition.

Minister for Sports 
Satish Sharma, Advisor to 
the Chief  Minister Nasir 
Aslam Wani, MLA Haz-
ratbal Salman Ali Sagar, 
Additional Chief  Secre-
tary to the Chief  Minister, 
Commissioner Secretary, 
Youth Services & Sports, 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Secretary Sports 
Council, sports icons, 
sportspersons, athletes, 
coaches, awardees and 
their parents were present 
on the occasion.
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135TH DURAND CUP

 SC Delhi book quarterfinal spot with a 

seven-goal win over Indian Air Force FT

BY IANS

RANCHI: SC Delhi pro-
duced another emphatic 
attacking display to rout 
Indian Air Force FT 7-1 
and seal their place in the 
quarter-finals as Group C 
winners of  the 135th Indi-
anOil Durand Cup at the 
Birsa Munda Stadium in 
Ranchi on Monday.

Juan Sebastián Peña 
scored twice, while 
Rodriguinho, Duvan Mina, 
Lalrinliana Hnamte, Clar-
ence Savio Fernandes and 
Richard Ndayishimiye 
were also on target for SC 
Delhi. Samuel K. Vanlalpe-
ka scored the consolation 
goal for Indian Air Force.

The victory saw SC 
Delhi complete their 
group-stage campaign 
with a perfect record of  
three wins from three 
matches and nine points, 
while Indian Air Force 
remain third in the group 
with three points from two 
matches and will face Jam-
shedpur FC in their final 
group fixture on August 13.

SC Delhi head coach 
Tomasz Tchórz made 
three changes to his 
starting XI for their final 
group-stage fixture, with 
Ashutosh Mehta return-
ing from suspension and 
Joseph Sunny also coming 
back into the lineup. 
Juan Sebastian Peña was 

handed his first start for 
the club, while Augustine 
Lalrochana, Sourav K. 
and the injured Moham-
med Aimen dropped out of  
the starting lineup. Mean-
while, Indian Air Force 
head coach Priya Darshan 
made one change to his 
starting XI, with experi-
enced goalkeeper Dinesh 
coming into the lineup in 
place of  Subhajit Basu.

Indian Air Force made 
the brighter start in open-
ing exchanges, but it 
was SC Delhi who broke 
the deadlock in the 11th 
minute. Juan Peña spot-
ted the forward run of  left-
back Yanglem Sanatomba 
Singh into the box and 
threaded a perfect pass 
into his path. Sanatomba 
squared the ball across 
the six-yard box, where 
Rodriguinho had made a 
clever run ahead of  his 
marker and was left with a 
simple tap-in for his sixth 
strike of  the tournament.

Indian Air Force looked 
to respond after falling 
behind, adopting a more 
direct approach with long 
balls and attempting to 
exploit set-piece situa-
tions. However, the SC 
Delhi backline remained 
alert to the danger and 
dealt comfortably with 
the aerial threat, denying 
the Airmen any clear-cut 
opportunities. At the other 
end, SC Delhi continued to 
threaten as Joseph Sunny 
sent an effort over the 
crossbar, while Rodriguin-
ho came close to adding 
another with an acrobatic 
attempt that was deflected 
behind for a corner by a 
well-positioned defender.

After a period of  both 
teams battling for con-
trol in midfield, SC Delhi 
doubled their advantage 
through a moment of  
individual brilliance from 
Juan Sebastián Peña. 
The midfielder brought 
down a high ball from the 

defence with an excellent 
first touch, immediately 
beating his marker before 
unleashing a powerful 
right-footed strike that 
flew into the top corner, 
past the diving effort of  
the goalkeeper.

SC Delhi finished the 
half  strongly, launching 
a late flurry of  attacks 
on the Indian Air Force 
goal. The Delhi side won 
five corners in the final 
minutes of  the half, with 
Joseph Sunny coming 
close to adding a third 
when he met a clearance 
from one of  the set-pieces, 
only to see his effort crash 
against the crossbar. The 
forward also side-footed 
his effort wide of  the post 
after finding himself  free 
at the back post in stop-
page time as they went 
into the half  with only the 
two-goal advantage.

Indian Air Force 
halved the deficit within 
five minutes of  the restart 
through Samuel Vanlal-
peka. Somananda Singh 
controlled the second ball 
after Clarence Fernandes 
cleared a long delivery 
into the box before setting 
up Vanlalpeka. The mid-
fielder then produced a 
superb curling effort that 
flew into the top corner, 
leaving SC Delhi goalkeep-
er Nora Fernandes rooted 
to the spot.

U.S. Soccer opposes FIFA in latest 

controversy despite Trump support
IANS

NEW YORK: Amidst 
growing dissatisfaction 
against FIFA among Conti-
nental bodies and national 
associations, U.S. Soccer 
has come out in support 
of  the global body and 
opposed the stance of  the 
country's legislative organ-
isation against the global 
governing body.

FIFA had publicly 
announced its proposal to 
sell shares of  the World 
Cup to investors through 
a subsidiary company 
instantly valued at $20 
billion. FIFA President 
Gianni Infantino’s plan—
first revealed in media 
leaks and put forth without 
consulting member associ-
ations—was immediately 
met with heavy backlash 
from several confedera-
tions and higher-ups in 
the soccer world, all claim-
ing the sport’s most presti-
gious affair should not be 

“for sale.”
With many stakehold-

ers, including UEFA, 
CONCACAF, the English 
Football Association and 
the Norwegian Football 
Federation, opposing what 
they call FIFA's attempts 
to "sell" the flagship FIFA 
World Cup and other major 
tournaments, U.S. Soccer 
has chosen its stance, and 
that does not align with the 
nation’s president, Donald 
Trump.

“U.S. Soccer, Canada 
Soccer, CFU (Caribbe-
an Football Union) and 
UNCAF (Central Ameri-
can Football Union) stand 
together, along with 
our colleagues around 
the world, in calling for 
meaningful change that 
strengthens FIFA’s gover-
nance, transparency and 
accountability,” the federa-
tion posted to X on Monday 
morning.

According to a news 

report, unlike its European 
counterparts, though, the 
U.S. has not vowed to boy-
cott FIFA competitions, but 
rather, seems most focused 
on witnessing a structural 
overhaul at the governing 
body’s most senior levels. 
It is an emphasis that Con-
cacaf  has likewise made, 
particularly highlighting 
“the lack of  due process 
surrounding [Infantino’s 
initial] proposal, the arti-
ficially short deadline 
imposed, and the absence 
of  any review or approval 
by the relevant FIFA gov-
ernance bodies.”

According to the 
reports, with support for 
Infantino wavering, the 
White House has report-
edly pledged its fidelity. 
Trump and Infantino have 
become close over several 
years, a relationship that 
itself  invited backlash and 
controversy all summer 
long at the 2026 World Cup 
across North America.

APL 2026: Rohit, Nibir steer 
Guwahati Royals to 5-wicket 
win over Dibrugarh Warriors, 
top of the table

IANS

GUWAHATI: Guwahati 
Royals produced a bril-
liant performance as they 
chased down 122 to pre-
vail against Dibrugarh 
Warriors by five wickets 
in the Assam Premier 
League (APL) 2026 at the 
ACA Stadium, Guwahati 
on Monday. With this win, 
Royals moved to the top of  
the table.

Rohit Sen's aggressive 
batting performance set 
the platform for the chase, 
before a superb cameo 
from Nibir Deka handed 
Warriors their first loss of  
the season. Earlier, Bastab 
Roy, Mrinmoy Dutta, 
Nipan Deka and Deepak 
Gohain all picked up a 
couple of  wickets each to 
bundle out Warriors for 
121.

Having won the toss and 
opted to field, Royals ran 
riot to reduce Warriors 
to 20/3 inside five overs 
as Parvej Musaraf, Ronit 
Akhtar and Ayush Agar-
wal succumbed early. Skip-
per Saahil Jain fell soon 
after, leaving the Warriors 
in further trouble at 37/4.

Jay Borah and Jitumo-
ni Kalita then combined 
for a 54-run stand for the 
fifth wicket to steady the 
innings, with Kalita strik-
ing 39 off  29 balls and 
Borah contributing 32 off  
38. However, Warriors lost 
their last five wickets for 
just 30 runs as the innings 
fell away in the closing 

overs. With that staggering 
collapse, they were eventu-
ally bowled out for 121 in 
19 overs.

In response, Guwahati 
Royals suffered an early 
wobble, losing Sanjay 
Kumar Singh, skipper 
Rishav Das and Bishal 
Sarma inside the first four 
overs. With his side reeling 
at 19/3, Rohit took charge, 
combining with Nibir in a 
60-run stand for the fourth 
wicket to steady the chase. 
Sen struck a rapid 46 off  
29 balls with seven fours 
before being dismissed by 
Sidhartha Sankar Baruah.

Nibir then anchored 
the innings from thereon, 
remaining unbeaten on 
40 off  28 balls, and found 
support from Nipan Deka, 
who struck an unbeaten 12 
off  12. Doikho Das kept the 
chase interesting for War-
riors with figures of  3/20, 
but Royals ensured there 
were no further hiccups 
as they chased down 122 
in 16.1 overs to complete a 
five-wicket win.

Brief  scores:
Dibrugarh Warriors: 

121/10 in 19 overs (Jitu-
moni Kalita 39, Jay Borah 
32; Bastab Roy 2/16, Nipan 
Deka 2/14, Deepak Gohain 
2/23).

Guwahati Royals: 122/5 
in 16.1 overs (Rohit Sen 46, 
Nibir Deka 40*; Doikho Das 
3/20, Sidhartha Sankar 
Baruah 1/12).

Result: Guwahati Royals 
beat Dibrugarh Warriors 
by 5 wickets.

Davis Cup: Nagal, Bhambri to 
lead India against South Korea

IANS

NEW DELHI: India will 
bank on singles leader 
Sumit Nagal and doubles 
specialist Yuki Bhambri 
when the team travels to 
Seoul for a high-stakes 
Davis Cup Qualifiers 
second-round tie against 
South Korea on September 
18 and 19, with a place in 
the Final 8 at stake.

The tie will be played on 
hard courts at the Olym-
pic Tennis Centre, with the 
winner earning a berth in 
the Davis Cup Final 8 in 
Bologna, Italy, in Novem-
ber.

Nagal, ranked 235th in 
the world, will spearhead 
India's singles contingent 
alongside Dhakshineswar 
Suresh (No. 393) and 
19-year-old Manas Dhamne 
(No. 362), who receives his 
maiden Davis Cup call-up.

Bhambri, India's high-
est-ranked doubles player 
at No. 28, is set to team 
up with N Sriram Balaji, 
ranked 57th in doubles. 
The selection largely 
retains the group that 
delivered a 3-2 victory over 
the Netherlands in Benga-
luru in the opening round.

Suresh was the standout 
performer in that tie, con-
tributing to all three Indian 
wins. He began by defeat-
ing world No. 88 Jasper de 
Jong in the second singles 
rubber before combining 
with Bhambri to claim 
the doubles point. He then 
held his nerve in the decid-
ing fifth rubber, defeating 
Guy Den Ouden to secure 
India's passage to the 
second round.

The inclusion of  
Dhamne is the only major 
addition to the core squad, 

with Siddharth Rawat 
named reserve and Arnab 
Paparkar included as an 
additional reserve fol-
lowing his recent perfor-
mances.

The Seoul clash car-
ries added significance 
for India as it will be the 
country's first appearance 
in the second round of  the 
Davis Cup Qualifiers since 
the current format was 
introduced in 2019. Vic-
tory would also take India 
into the Final 8 for the first 
time under the revamped 
structure.

South Korea, mean-
while, have experience of  
competing at the expanded 
Davis Cup Finals, having 
featured in the 16-team 
event in 2022 and 2023.

India have a strong his-
torical record in the com-
petition, finishing runners-
up three times, in 1966, 1974 
and 1987, although those 
achievements came under 
previous formats. Their 
most recent meeting with 
South Korea was in 2016, 
when India registered a 
4-1 win in an Asia/Ocea-
nia Group I tie on grass in 
Chandigarh.

With Seoul offering a 
direct route to the Final 
8, India will be seeking to 
build on the momentum 
from their victory over 
the Netherlands and make 
a breakthrough under the 
current Davis Cup format.

India squad for Davis 
Cup tie vs South Korea: 
Sumit Nagal, Manas 
Dhamne, Dhakshineswar 
Suresh, Yuki Bhambri, N 
Sriram Balaji

Reserve: Siddharth 
Rawat

Additional reserve: 
Arnab Paparkar


