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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication Addressed the convocation of the 9th batch and induction 

ceremony of the 10th batch of the Indian Institute of Democratic 
Leadership, Mumbai. I urged young leaders to embrace ethics, 
humility and public service. The future of India rests on visionary, 
responsible young leadership.

Manoj Sinha
@manojsinha_

“WITH OVER 60,000 PARLIAMENTARIANS, LEGISLATORS, PANCHAYAT representatives, entrepreneurs, 
and youth trained, the institution has played a pivotal role in strengthening governance and entrepreneurship. The creation of IIDL 
further ensured that India’s democratic institutions continue to receive young leadership infused with energy and resolve for nation-building,” 

Rain Lashes 
Kashmir Parts, More 
Showers Till Aug 17

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Rain lashed 
parts of  Kashmir on Sat-
urday as the Meteorologi-
cal Centre here forecast 
light to moderate showers 
and thundershowers at 
many places in Jammu 
and Kashmir over the 
coming days.

According to the daily 
weather bulletin issued 
by the India Meteorologi-
cal Department, Srinagar 
recorded a maximum tem-
perature of  26.1 degrees 
Celsius and received 1.6 
mm of  rainfall in the 24 
hours ending 8:30 am on 
Saturday.

Qazigund received 3.6 
mm of  rainfall, while 
Pahalgam, Kokernag, Gul-
marg and Jammu record-
ed 1.4 mm, 3.8 mm, nil 
and 3.6 mm, respectively. 
Banihal recorded 4.3 mm, 
Batote 2.8 mm, Katra 4.8 
mm and Bhaderwah 8.2 
mm during the period.

The weather office, said 
one or two spells of  light to 
moderate rain or thunder-
showers are likely at many 
places on August 9, with 
brief  intense showers pos-
sible at a few places.

From August 9 to 11, a 
few spells of  light to mod-
erate rain or P-06

      Amid Inclement Weather

Amarnath Yatra To 
Remain Suspended 
From Today
Chadi Mubarak To Mark Culmination On 28Th August

     SKIMS SFC Meeting

CS Sets Vision To Transform 
SKIMS Into Quaternary Care Hub

Future Of India Rests On 
Young Leadership: LG Sinha
Addresses Convocation Of 9th Batch, Induction Ceremony Of 10th Batch Of IIDL, Mumbai

Generations Unite At 
Makhdoom Sahib (RA) Urs
Srinagar’s Old-City Lanes Fill With 
Devotees Heading To Koh-E-Maran

      J&K Food Safety Enforcement

Over 4,000 Samples Found 

Non-Conforming In Five Years

J&K Gets Rs 173.44 Crore For 
TB Elimination In 5 Years

Sewage, Waste Threaten Manasbal Lake; CPCB Confirms Severe Water Pollution
     Terror Recruitment Case

CIK Raids Multiple 
Locations Across Kashmir 

UMAISAR GULL

SRINAGAR: The Amar-
nath Yatra-2026 will remain 
suspended from August 9 on 
both the Pahalgam and Baltal 
routes in view of recent rains, 
vulnerable stretches of  the 
pilgrimage tracks requiring 
repairs and maintenance, 
and the forecast of  adverse 
weather conditions over the 
next few days.

Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Anshul Garg,  said, 
the decision had been taken 
keeping in view the condition 
of  the Yatra tracks as well as 
the weather forecast issued 
by the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD).

“In view of  the recent 
rains, a necessity for the 
repair and maintenance of  
the Yatra tracks at vulner-
able stretches has been felt,” 
Garg said, adding that the 
restoration work was being 
undertaken by the Border 
Roads Organisation (BRO).

Officials said that no fresh 
Yatra convoy was allowed to 
leave the Bhagwati Nagar base 
camp in Jammu on Saturday 
as a precautionary measure 
amid rains and inclement 
weather conditions prevailing 
in Ramban district and parts 
of  Kashmir.

Meanwhile, the 28th batch 
comprising 1,202 pilgrims 
who had completed P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Marking a 
significant administrative 
milestone and providing 
a fresh impetus to long-
pending developmental 
initiatives, the Stand-
ing Finance Committee 

(SFC) of  Sher-i-Kashmir 
Institute of  Medical Sci-
ences (SKIMS), Soura, 
met after a gap of  over 
five years under Chief  
Secretary, Atal Dulloo, 
setting a clear vision for 
transforming the premier 
medical institution P-06

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: All roads lead 
towards Koh-e-Maran on Sat-
urday as thousands of  devo-
tees gathered at the historic 
Makhdoom Sahib Shrine in 
Srinagar to mark the Urs 
Mubarak of  revered Sufi 

saint, "Sultan-ul-Arifeen" 
Hazrat Sheikh Hamza Makh-
doom (RA), popularly known 
as Makhdoom Sahib (RA).

The city wore a different 
rhythm through the day, as 
men, women, children and 
elderly devotees made their 
way towards the shrine. P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha on Sat-
urday attended the convocation 
ceremony of  the 9th batch and 
the induction of  the 10th batch 
of  the Indian Institute of  Demo-
cratic Leadership (IIDL), an 
initiative of  Rambhau Mhalgi 
Prabodhini, Mumbai. Address-
ing the graduating youth, fac-
ulty members, mentors, admin-
istrators, distinguished guests, 
and parents, the Lieutenant 
Governor said the event is a con-
vergence of  two important jour-
neys, one reaching completion, 
and another beginning with new 
energy and hopes.

He congratulated the gradu-
ating students of  the 9th batch, 
who now step into diverse fields 
of  public life, and warmly wel-
comed the 10th batch, who 
begin their journey of  learning 
with enthusiasm and aspira-
tions. The Lieutenant Gover-
nor expressed confidence that 
the Institute would continue to 
enrich young leaders with con-
stitutional values, discipline and 

wisdom.
Highlighting the journey of  

Rambhau Mhalgi Prabodhini 
since its establishment in 1982, 
the Lieutenant Governor said it 
made immense contributions to 
leadership training and capacity 
building.

“With over 60,000 parliamen-
tarians, legislators, panchayat 

representatives, entrepreneurs, 
and youth trained, the institu-
tion has played a pivotal role in 
strengthening governance and 
entrepreneurship. The creation 
of  IIDL further ensured that 
India’s democratic institutions 
continue to receive young lead-
ership infused with energy and 
resolve for nation-building,” the 

Lieutenant Governor said.
The Lieutenant Governor 

said that India’s future depends 
on addressing seven key chal-
lenges: sustaining long-term 
economic growth; eliminating 
terrorism, separatism and divi-
sive forces while strengthen-
ing national unity; promoting 
transparent, accountable and 
technology-driven governance 
to curb corruption; ensuring 
merit-based opportunities in 
politics; fostering national inte-
gration through shared cultur-
al initiatives; achieving global 
leadership in emerging tech-
nologies such as artificial intel-
ligence and semiconductors; 
and building a world-class edu-
cation system driven by quality, 
research, innovation and skills. 
He emphasized that overcoming 
these challenges requires the 
collective commitment of  all 
Indians, especially the youth, to 
secure a prosperous, united and 
globally competitive India.

In his address, the Lieuten-
ant Governor also reminded the 
youth that leadership is about 
responsibility, ethics, P-06

RAJA SYED RATHER

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir authorities analysed 54,169 
food samples during the five-year 
period from 2021-22 to 2025-26, of  
which 4,995 were found non-con-
forming, while thousands of  civil 
cases were decided with penalties, 
according to data furnished by 
the Union Ministry of  Health and 
Family Welfare in the Lok Sabha.

As per the State/UT-wise data 
provided by the Ministry, states 
that J&K analysed 6,546 food 
samples during 2025-26, of  which 
664 were found non-conforming. 
During the period, 1,368 civil 
cases were decided with penalty, 
while 14 convictions were record-
ed. The ministry noted that the 
2025-26 data is provisional and 
subject to revision based on fur-
ther laboratory testing and court 

proceedings.
In 2024-25, J&K analysed 

6,955 samples, of  which 651 were 
found non-conforming. As many 
as 1,239 civil cases were decided 
with penalty, while 29 convictions 
were recorded.

The data further shows that 

9,057 samples were analysed in 
J&K during 2023-24, with 750 
found non-conforming. During 
the year, 1,612 civil cases were 
decided with penalty and 22 con-
victions were recorded.

In 2022-23, authorities anal-
ysed 13,502 food samples P-06

RAJA SYED RATHER

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir has been allocated 
Rs 173.44 crore under the 
National TB Elimination 
Programme (NTEP) 
during the last 
five years, while 
Ladakh received 
Rs 21.81 crore 
during the 
same period, 
a c c o r d i n g 
to data fur-
nished by the 
Union Ministry 
of  Health and Family 
Welfare in the Lok Sabha.

As per the reply by Min-
ister of  State for Health and 
Family Welfare Anupriya 
Patel to an unstarred ques-
tion, the allocations for 
Jammu and Kashmir stood 
at Rs 23 crore in 2021-22, Rs 
23.64 crore in 2022-23, Rs 26 
crore in 2023-24, Rs 35.33 
crore in 2024-25 and Rs 65.47 
crore in 2025-26.

For Ladakh, the allocation 

stood at Rs 3.90 crore in 2021-
22, Rs 4.10 crore in 2022-23, Rs 
4.51 crore in 2023-24, Rs 4.14 
crore in 2024-25 and Rs 5.16 
crore in 2025-26.

The data, shows that 
the annual allo-
cation for J&K 

increased by 
more than 
t w o - a n d - a -
half  times 
over the five-
year period, 
from Rs 23 
crore in 2021-
22 to Rs 65.47 

crore in 2025-26.
Similarly, Ladakh’s 

annual allocation increased 
from Rs 3.90 crore in 2021-22 
to Rs 5.16 crore in 2025-26.

The Ministry said the gov-
ernment has implemented 
the National TB Elimination 
Programme under the aegis 
of  the National Health Mis-
sion. It said India contrib-
uted 26 per cent of  total TB 
deaths globally in 2023 as per 
the WHO Global P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Counter 
Intelligence Kashmir (CIK) 
on Saturday conducted raids 
at multiple locations across 
the Kashmir Valley in con-
nection with a terror-related 
case involving the alleged 
online glorification of  terror-
ism and recruitment of  indi-
viduals into terrorist ranks, 
officials said.

Officials said that the 
searches were carried out in 
Baramulla, Shopian, Anant-
nag, Kupwara, Bandipora 
and other districts.

They said the raids are 
linked to FIR No. 03/2023, 
registered at Police Station 
CIK Srinagar under Sections 
505 and 153-A of  the Indian 
Penal Code and Sections 13 
and 18 of  the Unlawful Activ-
ities (Prevention) Act.

The case pertains to the 
alleged misuse of  online plat-
forms to glorify terrorism 
and influence individuals to 
join terrorist organisations, 
officials said.

The searches were under-
way when this report was 
filed, and further details 
were awaited. (KNO)

RAJA SYED 

SRINAGAR: The picturesque 
Manasbal Lake in Ganderbal 
district is witnessing serious 
pollution, with all seven water 
samples collected by the Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board 
(CPCB) failing to meet the pre-
scribed Class-B standards and 
high levels of  faecal and total 
coliform detected at several 
locations.

The findings, submitted 
before the National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) have raised fresh 
concerns over the deteriorat-
ing health of  one of  Kashmir's 
important freshwater wetlands 
and a source of  drinking water 
for thousands of  people in 
adjoining areas.

The CPCB conducted the 
assessment on April 4, 2026, 
along with officials of  the 
J&K Pollution Control Com-
mittee and the Wullar-Manas-
bal Development Authority 
(WMDA), following directions 

from the NGT in a case filed by 
environmental activist Raja 
Muzaffar Bhat.

Seven samples were collected 
from four locations in Manasbal 
Lake, two natural springs along 
its periphery and the Lar Canal, 
which flows into the lake.

According to the CPCB 
report, none of  the samples 
met Class-B criteria prescribed 
for organised outdoor bathing.

Five locations -- four in the 
lake and one in the Lar Canal -- 
were categorised under Class-
D, which denotes water suit-
able for propagation of  wildlife 
and fisheries.

Only one of  the spring 
samples met Class-C criteria, 
under which water can be used 
as a drinking water source 
after conventional treatment 
and disinfection. The other 

spring sample did not qualify 
under Classes A, B, C or D.

The results have highlight-
ed particularly high levels of  
microbiological contamination.

At the southern portion of  
the lake near Kondabal, faecal 
coliform was recorded at 780 
MPN per 100 ml, while total 
coliform stood at 35,000 MPN 
per 100 ml.

The Lar Canal recorded the 

highest faecal-coliform con-
centration among the seven 
samples at 2,200 MPN per 100 
ml, along with total coliform of  
22,000 MPN per 100 ml.

The temple spring recorded 
faecal coliform of  1,100 MPN 
per 100 ml and total coliform of  
1,700 MPN per 100 ml, while the 
second spring recorded faecal 
coliform of  400 MPN per 100 
ml and total coliform of  17,000 
MPN per 100 ml.

At the lake's municipal 
water-extraction point, faecal 
coliform was recorded at 45 
MPN per 100 ml and total coli-
form at 330 MPN per 100 ml.

The CPCB said the presence 
of  faecal and total coliform 
indicated microbiological con-
tamination of  the water.

The inspection also painted 
a grim picture of  waste man-
agement around the wetland, 
with plastic bags, bottles and 
other municipal waste found 
dumped along portions of  the 
lake shore. P-06
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Arrangements 
finalized in Kulgam 
for 3rd phase of 
‘Vande Mataram’

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: With the district gear-
ing up to celebrate 80th Inde-
pendence Day this year, District 
Administration Kulgam Saturday 
finalized arrangements for the 
3rd phase of Vande Mataram 
Campaign and Har Ghar Tiranga 
in a meeting chaired by Deputy 
Commissioner Kulgam, Shahzad 
Alam with officers of line depart-
ments at Mini  Secretariat, 
Kulgam.

Addressing the meeting, 
the DC  emphasized the need 
for meticulous execution of the 
campaign at all levels.

The DC fixed department 
wise responsibilities and direct-
ed all departments to organize 
a specified, diverse range of 
activities during the campaign, 
starting from 09th of August and 
culminating on 17th August.

Special assemblies, patri-
otic song competitions, essay & 
painting competitions, Tiranga 
rallies by students, hoisting of 
National Flag under ‘Har Ghar 
Tiranga’, cycle rallies, and sports 
events themed on national inte-
gration, Tiranga corners, exhibi-
tions and other commemora-
tive activities shall be organised 
during the campaign.

The DC further directed that 
iconic locations, government 
offices, and public spaces in the 
district be decorated with tricolor 
and that the campaign be docu-
mented through photographs and 
videos for wider dissemination.

The meeting was attended 
by ADC Kulgam, Vikar Ahmad 
Giri; ACR, Reyaz Ahmad Shah; 
DIO, Tehsildar Kulgam, EO MC 
Kulgam, and other district and 
sectoral officers. 

59 Stolen 
Smartphones 
Seized at Mazhama 
Railway Station

GMK NEWS NETWORK

Srinagar: Railway Police on Sat-
urday foiled a suspected stolen 
mobile phone trafficking racket by 
recovering 59 smartphones from 
two persons at Mazhama Railway 
Station.

Officials said alert personnel 
intercepted two bike-borne indi-
viduals carrying a polythene bag 
during morning hours. A search 
of the bag led to the recovery of 
smartphones of various brands, 
including Samsung, OnePlus, 
Redmi, Vivo, Oppo, Motorola and 
Realme.

The arrested persons have 
been identified as Shahnawaz 
Ahmad Rather (25) and Meh-
boob Hussain Rather (18), both 
residents of Mattipora, Pattan, 
Baramulla.

During preliminary question-
ing, Shahnawaz allegedly dis-
closed that the consignment was 
sent to him through a courier from 
Bengaluru in November 2025 by 
Showkat Ali Rather, also a resi-
dent of Mattipora, Pattan. Police 
said Showkat has reportedly been 
missing since November 2025.

In this connection, FIR No. 3 
of 2026 has been registered at 
Railway Police Station Srinagar 
under Sections 317 BNS and 147 
Railway Act.

Railway Police have launched 
further investigation to trace the 
interstate courier trail and ascer-
tain the source of the recovered 
phones and the involvement of 
others in the suspected racket.
(KNS).

Govt Notifies Rules 
to Promote Ease of 
Doing Business in J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Another 
major reform has been 
brought in by the Govern-
ment of  Jammu & Kash-
mir in Legal Metrology 
by notifying the Jammu & 
Kashmir Legal Metrology 
Government Approved 
Test Centre (GATC) Rules, 
2026. These rules are 
aimed at promoting Ease 
of  Doing Business in J&K.

Government of  Jammu 
& Kashmir introduced 
a landmark reform by 
notifying the Jammu & 
Kashmir Legal Metrology 
(Government Approved 
Test Centre) Rules, 2026. 
Government Approved 
Test Centres (GATC) are 
private entities who will 
be authorized by the 
Department to verify 12 
specified categories of  
weights and measures. 
The verification fee for 
each of  these categories 
of  weights and measures 
is prescribed under the 
said rules.

Procedure for establish-
ment of  GATCs and quali-
fication for being eligible to 
establish a GATC are also 

provided in these rules. 
GATCs and the UT Gov-
ernment will share the rev-
enue @ 80 : 20 basis. GATCs 
are aimed at enhancing the 
outreach of  the Depart-
ment to cover untapped 
weights and measures 
and provide traders an 
option of  private laborato-
ries for getting the speci-
fied weights and measures 
verified from them.

These reforms build 
upon the recently 
launched initiatives 
including the Jan Vish-
was (Amendment of  Pro-
visions) Act, 2026, increas-
ing periodicity for re-
verification of  specified 
weights and measures 

through amendments 
in the Legal Metrology 
(General) Rules, 2011, 
business de-regulation 
in certain key areas and 
online service delivery 
mechanism through J&K 
Single Window System.

Pertinently, these mea-
sures address the key 
issues which have been 
pending from years. A 
strong legal foundation 
is expected to help the 
Department in enforcing 
the Legal Metrology Act, 
2009 and the rules made 
there under in a fare and 
fearless manner thereby 
gaining trust of  both busi-
ness community as well 
as the consumers.

Acting CJ chairs awareness programme 

on NALSA’s SAMVAD Scheme
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN:  Acting Chief  
Justice High Court of  
Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh, Sanjeev Kumar 
and Executive Chair-
man, J&K Legal Services 
Authority, in presence of  
M.K. Sharma, Registrar 
General, High Court of  
J&K and Ladakh Saturday 
presided over an awareness 
programme on NALSA’s 
SAMVAD (Strengthen-
ing Access to Justice for 
Marginalized, Vulnerable 
Adivasis and De notified/ 
Nomadic Tribes) Scheme 
at Imtiyaz Memorial Gov-
ernment Degree College, 
Shopian.

The programme was 
organized by the District 
Legal Services Authority, 
Shopian under the aegis 
of  J&K Legal Services 
Authority.

On arrival, the Acting 
Chief  Justice and other 
dignitaries inspected vari-
ous stalls presented by 
the different government 
departments of  district 
Shopian.

In his presidential 
address, the Acting Chief  
Justice lauded the efforts 
of  DLSA Shopian and J&K 

LSA for organizing such 
programmes. He high-
lighted the constitutional 
and legal rights of  tribal 
communities and empha-
sized the role of  Legal 
Services Authorities in 
ensuring access to justice 
at the grassroots level. He 
stressed that NALSA’s 
SAMVAD Scheme, 2025” is 
aimed at bridging the gap 
between tribal people and 
legal aid services.

Delivering the welcome 
address, Mehmood Ahmad 
Chowdhary, Principal Dis-
trict & Sessions Judge & 
Chairman, DLSA Shopian 
highlighted the importance 
of  spreading legal aware-
ness and community out-
reach among the tribal 
populations.

MLA Shopian, Deputy 
Commissioner Shopian 

and SSP Shopian were also 
present.

Later, the dignitaries 
released the publication 
“Sabeel”, prepared by 
District Legal Services 
Authority, Shopian.

A vibrant cultural pro-
gramme was presented by the 
tribal boys and girls which 
showcased the rich culture 
and heritage of  the tribal 
community of  Shopian.

The event was attended 
by more than two thousand 
Tribal people of  every nook 
and corner of  Shopian who 
were made aware about the 
Samvad Scheme 2025.

During the programme, 
felicitation certificates 
were distributed among 
the achievers of  tribal 
community of  the district. 
Apart from that beneficia-
ries of  various government 

schemes from the tribal 
community were awarded 
the benefits on the spot by 
the Acting Chief  Justice 
and other dignitaries.

The members of  Bar, 
representatives of  tribal 
communities and officers 
of  various departments 
also spoke on the occasion 
and shared their views 
regarding implementation 
of  tribal welfare schemes.

The programme con-
cluded with a vote of  
thanks by Principal Mag-
istrate, JJB Shopian.

Later, the Acting 
Chief  Justice and Regis-
trar General visited and 
inspected the newly con-
structed District Court 
Complex, Shopian. This 
was followed by an inter-
action with the Judicial 
Officers of  District Shop-
ian and an interaction 
with the Members of  the 
Bar Association, Shop-
ian where issues relating 
to legal aid and access to 
justice were discussed.

Registrar Vigilance, Reg-
istrar Judicial, Registrar IT 
and Joint Registrar Protocol 
from the High Court of  J&K 
and Ladakh and other offi-
cers of Shopian district were 
also present.

Training on Digital Literacy for 
Artisans conducted in Budgam

DC Bandipora reviews preparations 

for 'Har Ghar Tiranga 2026'
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Ban-
dipora, Indu Kanwal Chib, 
Saturday chaired a meet-
ing at the Conference Hall, 
Mini Secretariat Bandipo-
ra, to review preparations 
for Har Ghar Tiranga 2026, 
scheduled to be observed 
across the district from 
August 09 to August 17.

The Deputy Com-
missioner discussed an 
expanded programme for 
this year, with greater 
participation from vari-
ous departments and 
sections of  society. The 
celebrations, dedicated to 
the 150-year commemora-
tion of  “Vande Mataram,” 
would feature a range of  
patriotic and public-par-
ticipation activities across 
the district, aimed at hon-
ouring its enduring place 
in the country’s national 
spirit and encouraging 
people to participate in 
the celebrations.

During the meeting, 
it was informed that the 
campaign would feature 
a wide range of  activities, 
including Tiranga rallies, 
cultural programmes, 
patriotic song and quiz 
competitions, painting 
and wall-painting activi-
ties, exhibitions and “Selfie 
with Tiranga” initiatives. 
Exhibitions would be 
organised by schools and 
colleges, ITIs and Polytech-
nics, while sub-divisional 
and tehsil-level Tiranga 
rallies would also be con-
ducted across the district.

The Deputy Commis-

sioner laid particular 
emphasis on wider partici-
pation from the Education, 
Sports, Health and ICDS 
sectors. Separate rallies 
involving ASHA workers 
and Anganwadi workers 
would also be organised.

It was informed that a 
major Tiranga Rally would 
be held on August 12, joint-
ly by the Police and District 
Administration, from Mini 
Secretariat Bandipora to 
the Stadium.

The DC directed all 
concerned departments to 
ensure that all necessary 
arrangements are put in 
place well in advance, with 
adequate attention to the 
safety and convenience of  
participants. Participants 
from JNV, KV, NCC, tribal 
communities, national 
achievers and others would 
also take part in colourful 
traditional attire.

The meeting also 
reviewed arrangements for 
event creation and timely 
uploading of  activities on 
the designated portal. The 
DC directed all departments 
to designate nodal officers 
for their respective activities 
and ensure close coordina-
tion for the smooth conduct 
of  the campaign.

During the meeting, 

the Deputy Commissioner 
directed the District Infor-
mation Officer, Bandipora, 
to facilitate Public Address 
System and banners and 
undertake a dedicated 
social media campaign 
to highlight the district’s 
activities under Har Ghar 
Tiranga 2026.

The Har Ghar Tiran-
ga 2026 campaign, from 
August 09 to 17, would 
provide an opportunity 
for people across Ban-
dipora to participate in 
activities dedicated to the 
spirit of  patriotism and the 
150-year commemoration 
of  “Vande Mataram.” A 
Swachhta campaign along 
with Tiranga rallies would 
also form part of  the cel-
ebrations.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner Bandipora, Nazir 
Ahmad Mir; Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
Bandipora, Zaffar Husson 
Shawl; Additional Super-
intendent of  Police Ban-
dipora; Assistant Commis-
sioner Revenue; Assistant 
Commissioner Develop-
ment, Assistant Commis-
sioner Panchayats, and dis-
trict officers from various 
departments.

ADC Handwara chairs meeting to 

finalize arrangements for I-Day

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: Additional 
Deputy Commissioner, 
(ADC), Handwara, Javed 
Naseem Masoodi, on Sat-
urday chaired a meeting in 
the ADC Office Chamber, 
Handwara, to review and 
finalize arrangements for 
the upcoming Independence 
Day Celebrations 2026.

It was informed that 
the main Independence 
Day function will be held 
at District Police Lines 
(DPL), Handwara, where a 
colourful and patriotic pro-
gramme will be organized. 
In addition, Independence 
Day functions will also 
be organized at all Tehsil 
and Block Headquarters, 
as well as at educational 
institutions across Sub-
Division Handwara.

The ADC reviewed 

arrangements pertaining 
to venue management, 
sanitation and cleanli-
ness, security, traffic reg-
ulation, power and water 
supply, seating arrange-
ments, decoration, Public 
Address System, cultural 
programmes and other 
essential facilities.

The parade and cer-
emonial proceedings at the 
main function will witness 
the participation of  contin-
gents from the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police (JKP), Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF), Indian Reserve 
Police (IRP), Frontier Police 
Force (FPF), Home Guards, 
NCC cadets and school chil-
dren. A Police Band will also 
participate in the celebra-
tions, adding to the patriotic 
spirit of  the occasion.

The ADC directed all 
officers and officials of  

concerned departments 
to ensure their partici-
pation in the Indepen-
dence Day function and 
remain present as per the 
approved programme. He 
emphasized that active 
participation by officers 
and officials would further 
contribute to the success-
ful and befitting conduct 
of  the national celebration.

The ADC further 
directed all concerned 
departments to ensure the 
timely completion of  their 
assigned responsibilities 
and maintain close coor-
dination to avoid any last-
minute inconvenience. He 
stressed that all arrange-
ments should be put in 
place well in advance to 
ensure that the celebra-
tions are conducted in a 
befitting, disciplined and 
patriotic atmosphere.

DC Kupwara chairs meeting to finalize 
preparations for 'Har Ghar Tiranga 2026'

'Classes of Joy–TaRL’

Capacity Building 
Programme for Teachers 
Continues in Budgam

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Budgam, 
Athar Aamir Khan, Sat-
urday said that the digital 
integration of  artisans 
including specially-abled 
craftsmen is opening 
new economic opportuni-
ties for craftsmen and is 
strengthening the handi-
crafts sector in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

He said this while appre-
ciating the “Training on 
Digital Literacy & Market 
Readiness” programme 
organised at Town Hall, 
Budgam, describing it 
as an inspiring example 
of  convergence aimed at 
empowering the artisan 
community.

The training was organ-
ised in collaboration with 
Special Hands of  Kashmir 
under Artisan 2.0, a Con-
serve initiative for Arti-
sans of  Kashmir.

Addressing the partici-
pants, the Deputy Com-
missioner said the future 
of  handicrafts is bright, 
asserting traditional 
craftsmanship is effective-
ly integrated with technol-
ogy and modern market 
practices.

“The digital integra-
tion will ensure artisans 
and weavers get better 
and rightful economic 
opportunities for their 
dedication and hard work 
against growing demand 
and value for quality hand-
made products,” the DC 

observed.
He said digital platforms 

have enabled artisans to 
showcase their products 
from their homes along 
with its information, inter-
act directly with customers 
and access markets beyond 
geographical boundaries.

Appreciating digital 
handicraft platforms, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
said, “digital tools can 
help craftsmen understand 
market trends, emerging 
designs, production tech-
niques and changing con-
sumer preferences while 
retaining the authenticity 
of  their traditional work.” 
He also appreciated buyer-
seller meets, interactive 
market programmes and 
quality awareness initia-
tives to bring artisans 
closer to buyers and help 
them respond to evolving 
market requirements.

On the occasion, the 
Deputy Commissioner also 
appreciated the participa-
tion and achievements of  
specially-abled artisans, 
he said their creativity, 
skills and determination 
demonstrate the potential 
of  handicrafts to create 
meaningful economic 
opportunities and promote 
social empowerment.

The DC said District 
Administration is com-
mitted to support initia-
tives that enhance arti-
sans’ skills, livelihoods and 
market access, while pro-
moting sustainable growth 
of  the handicrafts sector.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: The district-
level teachers’ capacity-
building programme 
under ‘Classes of  Joy–
Teaching at the Right 
Level (TaRL) Approach’ 
continued successfully for 
the second consecutive day 
at training centres across 
Budgam, Soibug, Narbal 

and Khansahib.
Organised by the Dis-

trict Administration 
Budgam in collaboration 
with the Pratham Educa-
tion Foundation and the 
School Education Depart-
ment, the initiative aims 
to address learning gaps 
among children and 
strengthen foundational 
literacy and numeracy 
skills.

The programme is being 
conducted for around 4,500 
teachers from all 859 pri-
mary and middle schools 
across the district. The 
second-day sessions fea-
tured interactive activities, 
practical demonstrations, 
group exercises and peer-
learning techniques to 
enhance classroom teach-

ing practices.
Teachers were ori-

ented on the TaRL and 
Foundational Literacy 
and Numeracy (FLN) 
approaches, with empha-
sis on assessing children’s 
learning levels and adopt-
ing appropriate, child-cen-
tred teaching strategies.

The sessions also high-
lighted the importance of  

creating joyful, inclusive 
and engaging classrooms 
where children participate 
actively and develop strong 
foundational skills.

The initiative reflects 
the District Administra-
tion’s commitment to 
improving the quality of  
school education through 
sustained teacher capacity 
building, innovative teach-
ing practices and collabor-
ative interventions.

Pertinently, the train-
ing programme was inau-
gurated by Deputy Com-
missioner Budgam, Athar 
Aamir Khan, at Sheikh-
ul-Alam Hall, Budgam, 
on August 07, marking the 
commencement of  the dis-
trict-level capacity build-
ing programme.

Cultural Unit Sgr organises 
multiple programmes to mark 
I-Day Celebrations

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Cultural Unit Sri-
nagar of Information Department 
organised various programmes in 
different schools of Srinagar to 
mark the Independence Day Cel-
ebrations, 2026.

The activities, held at GHS 
Harwan, GBHSS Jawaharnagar 
and GBHS Brane, included com-
petitions in Painting, Speech, Quiz 
and Singing, providing young stu-
dents a meaningful platform to 
express their patriotism, creativ-
ity and reverence for the nation 
and the sacrifices of its freedom 
fighters. The students participat-

ed with remarkable enthusiasm 
and wholehearted involvement, 
adding vibrant patriotic fervour 
to the celebrations.

The initiatives aimed at 
nurturing patriotic conscious-
ness among young minds and 
acquainting them with the values 
of freedom, unity, sacrifice and 
national integrity.

The Cultural Officer Kashmir 
and AECO appreciated the spir-
ited involvement of the students 
and expressed gratitude to the 
school authorities for their valu-
able cooperation and support, 
which contributed to the success-
ful conduct of the programmes.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kupwara, 
Shrikant Suse, Saturday 
chaired a meeting of  con-
cerned officers to finalize 
preparations for the success-
ful conduct of  the Har Ghar 
Tiranga 2026 campaign across 
the district, with emphasis on 
ensuring maximum public 
participation from all sec-
tions of society, particularly 
students and youth.

The Har Ghar Tiranga 
campaign, an initiative of the 
Ministry of Culture, Govern-
ment of India, was launched 
as part of  the 75th anniver-
sary of India's independence 
under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahot-
sav and has since evolved into 
an annual nationwide move-
ment encouraging citizens 
to hoist the National Flag at 
their homes. The campaign is 
aimed at invoking a sense of  

patriotism among citizens and 
strengthening their personal 
connect with the Tiranga.

During the meeting, the 
DC reviewed the proposed 
activities and directed all 
concerned departments to 
ensure enthusiastic partici-
pation of  students, youth 
and the general public 
through schools, colleges, 
ITIs and other institutions 
across the district.

The meeting discussed 
the organization of  Tiran-
ga rallies, walkathons and 
Tiranga Yatras across all 
blocks, including rallies 
featuring long Tiranga 
fabric, aimed at generating 
greater public participation 
and reinforcing the spirit of  

patriotism, national unity 
and the vision of  a Viksit 
Bharat @2047.

The DC stressed the need 
to ensure flag-hoisting cer-
emonies along with Tiran-
ga-themed illumination and 
decoration at government 
buildings and offices, edu-
cational institutions, hotels, 
dams, bridges, airports, 
railway stations, bus stands 
and other prominent public 
places across the district.

The meeting also 
reviewed plans for Tiranga-
inspired art and decoration 
of school walls and display 
boards, besides organizing 
Tiranga exhibitions and 
mass singing of the national 
song, Vande Mataram.
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Crime Branch 
Jammu 
registers FIR 
in overseas 
visa, job fraud 
case
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Special 
Crime Wing (SCW) 
of  Jammu's Crime 
Branch registered an 
FIR on Saturday in 
connection with an 
alleged overseas visa 
and employment fraud 
involving multiple 
accused persons, an 
official said.

The case stems 
from a joint written 
complaint f iled by 
several residents of  
Doda district.

They alleged that 
Bilal Ahmad, a resi-
dent of  Kishtwar's 
Dachhan area cur-
rently based in Dubai, 
induced them with 
promises of  arrang-
ing visas and employ-
ment in Dubai, a SCW 
spokesperson said.

Acting on these 
assurances, he said 
the complainants 
transferred substan-
tial sums of  money 
into the bank accounts 
of  different individu-
als as instructed by 
the accused. During 
t h e  p re l i m i n a r y 
enquiry, it surfaced 
that the funds were 
routed through the 
bank accounts of  Yasir 
Arfat, Ashiq Hussain, 
and Moin Khan, who 
allegedly acted in 
coordination with the 
main accused, the 
spokesperson said.

He said the evidence 
prima facie indicated a 
well-planned criminal 
conspiracy involv-
ing multiple people 
to cheat innocent job 
aspirants under the 
guise of  providing 
overseas employment.

Accordingly, the 
spokesperson said 
a formal case was 
registered on Friday 
against the accused 
persons under the 
relevant provisions 
of  law, adding that 
the investigation will 
focus on tracing the 
money trail, identify-
ing the role of  each 
accused, and securing 
justice for the victims.

The SCW advised 
the public to exercise 
utmost caution while 
dealing with individu-
als or agencies offer-
ing overseas jobs or 
visa services. It urged 
people to verify the 
credentials of  such 
ent i t ies  through 
authorised govern-
ment channels before 
making any payments 
and to promptly report 
any suspicious activi-
ty to the nearest police 
station or helpline. 

Prez confers National 
Handloom Award on 2 Master 
Weavers from Kanihama
Joint entry wins citation, cash prize of ₹2.5 lakh

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Handi-
crafts and Handloom 
Department, Kashmir, 
has extended hearti-
est congratulations to 
two outstanding weav-
ers, Manzoor Ahmad 
Hajam and Fayaz Ahmad 
Wani, from Kanihama, 
Budgam, who have been 
conferred with the presti-
gious National Handloom 
Award, in recognition for 
their contribution in the 
field of  Kani weaving.

They were conferred 
with the National Award 
for their joint entry – 
Chand-Daar Kani Shawl – 
by the President of  India, 
Draupadi Murmu, during 
a glittering function held 
at New Delhi, to com-
memorate the National 
Handloom Day.

In a press release 
issued here today, a 
spokesman of  the Handi-
crafts and Handloom 
Department, stated that 
this honour is a fitting 
tribute to invaluable 

contribution of  Manzoor 
Ahmad Hajam and Fayaz 
Ahmad Wani, who have 
distinguished themselves 
in the indigenous art of  
Kani weaving. “By win-
ning such prestigious 
award, the master weav-
ers have brought the 
Kani weaving technique 
on the forefront of  the 
crafts sector, which will 
surely open up new vistas 

of  business opportunities 
for the high value craft,” 
the spokesman added.

The award, which car-
ries a citation and cash 
prize of  ₹2.5 lakh, is for a 
rare form of  Kani weav-
ing technique guided by 
coded Talim scripts to 
ensure absolute preci-
sion, featuring nearly 20 
distinct hues to recreate 
an antique masterpiece.

The spokesman further 
stated said their exquisite 
craftsmanship has not 
only kept our centuries-
old tradition alive but has 
also earned global admira-
tion. “They have become 
role models for thousands 
of weavers in Kashmir and 
the entire craft commu-
nity celebrates this joyous 
moment with great pride,” 
he added.

Sakina Itoo reviews welfare 
measures for Leprosy patients
Says Govt 
committed for 
compassionate 
healthcare, 
dignified 
rehabilitation

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Health and Medical Edu-
cation, Social Welfare and 
Education, Sakeena Itoo 
chaired a comprehensive 
review meeting at Civil 
Secretariat here on the 
welfare and rehabilita-
tion of  leprosy patients, 
with emphasis on digni-
fied healthcare and social 
security.

The meeting was 
attended by MLA Zadibal, 
Tanvir Ali Sadiq; Com-
missioner SMC, Fazlul 
Haseeb; Director SKIMS, 
Prof. M.Ashraf  Ganie; 
Principal GMC Srinagar, 
Dr. Iffat Hassan Shah; 

Director Health Services 
Kashmir, CMO Srinagar 
and representatives of  
Leprosy patients and 
Leper Hospital, Bharar.

During the meeting, 
the Health Minister took 
review of  various issues 
including allotment of  
government quarters for 
leprosy-affected families, 
assessment of  reconstruc-
tive surgeries conducted 
over the past two years, 
and provision of  caretak-
ers for patients without 
family support.

Speaking during the 
meeting, Sakeena Itoo 
reiterated that the Omar 
Abdullah-led Government 
is committed for compas-
sionate healthcare and 
dignified rehabilitation for 
every vulnerable section 
of  society. She directed all 
concerned departments to 
work in close coordination 
and timely rehabilitation 
of  Leprosy patients.

She directed the con-
cerned officers to ensure  

immediate allotment of  
residential quarters to 
eligible residents without 
any further delay as well 
as provision of  a dedicated 
ambulance for the hospital 
to ensure timely access to 
medical care.

The Minister also direct-
ed to provide free medi-
cines, investigations and 
treatment for all leprosy 
patients requiring medi-
cal care at any govern-
ment hospital in Srinagar, 
ensuring they receive 
quality healthcare without 
financial burden.

Speaking during the 
meeting, MLA Zadibal 
Tanvir Ali Sadiq expressed 
gratitude to Health Minis-
ter for taking prompt deci-
sions for welfare for the 
Leprosy patients. He said 
that these  decisions will 
go a long way in improving 
the quality of  life, dignity 
and healthcare of  the resi-
dents of  the Leper Hospi-
tal, Bharar.

J&K wins “Best Adventure 
Tourism Destination’ award At 
TTF Ahmedabad

Min Itoo, Advisor Wani review 
progress on Dev activities of 
KU’s Wayan campus

CS sets in motion PEP of Census-
2027 in snow-bound areas of J&K

Health Min dedicates 50-bedded SDH Qaimoh to public
Lays foundation for road restoration, school building works at Chimmer

Javid Dar meets North 
Kashmir delegations

IFAD Project Partners’ Learning Forum

Day 2 focuses on field-based 
learning, women-led FPOs

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Sec-
retary, Atal Dulloo, Satur-
day chaired a meeting of  
the Union Territory Level 
Census Coordination Com-
mittee (UTLCCC) to review 
and finalize preparations for 
the second phase of  Census-
2027, involving Population 
Enumeration in snow-bound 
and otherwise inaccessible 
areas of  J&K.

The meeting besides Direc-
tor, Census Operations, J&K 
and Ladakh, Amit Sharma 
was attended by Commis-
sioner Secretary, Planning, 
Development & Monitoring 
Department; Divisional Com-
missioner, Jammu/Kashmir; 
Secretary, Rural Development 
Department; Director, School 
Education, Kashmir; Senior 
functionaries of  the Direc-
torate of  Census Operations, 
besides Deputy Commission-
ers from the concerned dis-
tricts through virtual mode.

The Chief  Secretary 
directed the concerned dis-
trict administrations to 
ensure timely appointment 
of  Enumerators and Super-
visors against the additional 
charges created for Phase-II, 
with preference given to per-
sonnel having the requisite 

technological proficiency for 
smooth execution of  the digi-
tal enumeration process.

He called for vigorous and 
comprehensive training of  
all Enumerators and Super-
visors, emphasizing that the 
field-level workforce must be 
fully conversant with the pre-
scribed questionnaire, digital 
applications and protocols so 
that the exercise is completed 
efficiently and without errors 
or omissions.

The Chief  Secretary fur-
ther stressed the need for 
intensive publicity and public 
awareness campaigns in all 
areas being covered under the 
second phase, particularly 
in remote and snow-bound 
pockets, so that residents are 
well informed about the enu-
meration schedule, self-enu-
meration facility and their 
role in ensuring accurate and 
quality data collection.

He also called for timely 
disbursement of  honorari-

um to personnel for the work 
completed during the first 
phase and upon successful 
culmination of  the second 
phase, besides putting in 
place an effective monitoring 
mechanism.

He directed the Directorate 
of  Census Operations and the 
respective District Adminis-
trations to maintain close 
coordination and undertake 
regular monitoring of  field 
progress to ensure timely 
completion of  the exercise.

At the outset, Director, 
Census Operations, J&K and 
Ladakh, Amit Sharma, pre-
sented a comprehensive oper-
ational blueprint for Phase-II 
of  the Census, outlining the 
timelines, deployment strat-
egy, training framework, 
technological arrangements 
and public outreach mea-
sures for ensuring accurate 
and inclusive population enu-
meration in the designated 
snow-bound pockets.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

AHMEDABAD: The 
Jammu and Kashmir Tour-
ism concluded its vibrant 
three-day participation at 
the Travel and Tourism Fair 
(TTF) Ahmedabad, emerg-
ing as one of  the major 
attractions for travel trade, 
tourism stakeholders and 
the visitors at the presti-
gious event.

The participation of  
Jammu and Kashmir 
received a significant recog-
nition with J&K being hon-
oured with the best adventure 
tourism destination award, 
reaffirming its growing posi-
tion as one of  India’s most 
diverse and exciting adven-
ture tourism destinations.

During the three-day 
event, J&K Tourism 
showcased the region not 
merely as a destination of  
breathtaking landscapes, 
snow-capped mountains 
and pristine lakes but as 
a place where the visitors 
can experience its culture, 

traditions, hospitality, cui-
sine and way of  life.

The J&K Tourism del-
egation extended an open 
invitation to the travellers 
from Gujarat and across 
India to move beyond con-
ventional sightseeing and 
come to J&K to live the life 
of  the Himalayas.

“Come to Jammu and 
Kashmir not only to see its 
scenic beauty but to expe-
rience it, live its culture, 
connect with its people 
and discover the adventure 
that lies in every corner of  
the Himalayas,” was the 
message conveyed by J&K 
Tourism at the fair.

From trekking, rafting, 
skiing, mountaineering and 
paragliding to homestays, 
village tourism, heritage 
experiences and immer-
sive cultural journeys, J&K 
offers a wide spectrum of  
experiences for the new-age 
traveller, particularly the 
younger generation seek-
ing authentic, experiential 
and adventure-led holidays.

Visits Hazrat Sheikh 
Hamza Makhdoom 
(RA) Dargah

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Minister 
for Agriculture Production, 
Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj, Cooperative 
and Election Department, 
Javid Ahmad Dar, Saturday 
met various public delega-
tions from North Kashmir 
and assured time-bound 
redressal of  their griev-
ances.

During the interaction, 
residents and represen-
tatives projected issues 
related to roads, civic ame-
nities, basic infrastructure 
and other developmental 
requirements in their 
respective areas.

The Minister gave a 
patient hearing to the 
delegations and said that 

their genuine concerns 
would be examined on pri-
ority and taken up with the 
concerned departments for 
early resolution. He reit-
erated the government’s 
commitment to equitable 
and people-centric devel-
opment across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Later, the Minister paid 
obeisance at the revered 
Dargah of  Hazrat Sheikh 
Hamza Makhdoom (RA) 
at Tujjar Sharief, Sopore 
and prayed for peace, pros-
perity and well-being of  
the people of  Jammu and 
Kashmir.

During his visit to the 
shrine, the Minister bowed 
in reverence and sought 
the blessings of  the revered 
Sufi saint, popularly known 
as Sultan-ul-Arifeen and 
Mehboob-ul-Alam. He 
offered prayers for peace, 
harmony and continued 
progress of  J&K.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Minister for 
Education, Health & Medi-
cal Education and Social 
Welfare, Sakeena Itoo, 
Saturday inaugurated new 
campus of  50 bedded Sub-
District Hospital, Qaimoh 
and dedicated to the public 
in a ceremonial function.

MLA Devsar, Peer-
zada Feroze Ahmad, 
Deputy Commissioner 
Kulgam, Shahzad Alam, 
officers and officials of  
Health Department and 
locals were present on 
the occasion.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Minister con-
gratulated the people of  
Qaimoh and adjoining 
areas and reaffirmed the 
department's commit-
ment to upgrade the hos-
pital with additional staff  
and enhanced facilities in 
a phased manner.

“The government is 
according special focus 
on upgrading the health-
care services across 
Jammu and Kashmir. All 
measures are being taken 
to strengthen the hospi-

tals and health centres, 
including recruitment 
of  staff  and upgradation 
of  both clinical and non-
clinical facilities,” assert-
ed Sakeena Itoo.

Emphasizing added 
accountability and 
responsiveness to health-
care issues, she urged the 
hospital administration 
and staff  to address the 
genuine public demands 
promptly and ensure 
delivery of  good gover-
nance at the grassroots.

MLA Devsar  expressed 
gratitude to the govern-
ment for dedicating the 
long-awaited hospital to 
the public. He termed it a 
major milestone for health-
care access in the area.

Constructed at an esti-
mated cost of  Rs. 1932.65 
lakh by the R&B Division, 

Kulgam, the hospital is 
a modern ground-plus-3 
storey building with 
a plinth area of  19,900 
sft,total carpet area of   
58,000 sft providing capac-
ity of  50 beds IPD. The 
facility houses diverse 
and patient-friendly sec-
tions including spacious 
OPDs, IPDs, diagnostic 
laboratories, and dedicated 
areas for patients and hos-
pital staff. The infrastruc-
ture has been designed to 
provide comprehensive 
healthcare services to the 
population of  Qaimoh and 
surrounding areas.

With the operationaliza-
tion of the Sub-District Hos-
pital Qaimoh, the residents 
are expected to benefit from 
improved access to special-
ized treatment, emergency 
care, and diagnostic ser-

vices closer to home.
Later, Minister laid 

foundation stone for road 
restoration and school 
construction projects 
including permanent 
restoration of  road from 
Kounserbal to Nandi-
marg; road from Batpora 
to Chimmer and school 
building at Chimmer in 
the DH sub division.

A mega public out-
reach camp was also 
held at Chimmer village 
where Sakeena Itoo lis-
tened to public on their 
development and welfare 
demands and suggestions 
for improved public ser-
vice delivery. She assured 
action on the demands 
raised by the public.

While addressing the 
gathering, the Minister 
highlighted the ongoing 
government interventions 
and initiatives designed 
for public welfare in all 
sectors of  governance, 
ranging from creating 
infrastructure of  roads, 
school and higher educa-
tion projects or extend-
ing better healthcare and 
social welfare services.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Education, Health & Medi-
cal Education and Social 
Welfare, Sakeena Itoo, 
along with Advisor to the 
Chief Minister, Nasir Aslam 
Wani, Saturday reviewed 
the progress on strength-
ening the academic profile 
and development activities 
of  Kashmir University’s  
campus at Wayan Kupwara

The meeting was attend-
ed by Vice Chancellor, 
Kashmir University, Prof. 
Nilofer Khan; Commission-
er Secretary, Higher Educa-
tion, Ram Niwas Sharma; 
Deputy Commissioner Kup-
wara, Shrikant Balasaheb 
Suse; Registrar Kashmir 
University, senior officers 
of  education  department 
and other concerned offi-
cers of  district adminis-
tration Kupwara, either in 
person or through video 
conferencing.

During the meeting, the 
Minister and the Advisor 
took a detailed review of  
the ongoing works, aca-
demic infrastructure, insti-
tutional requirements and 
other issues related for the  
development of the campus.

The meeting also dis-
cussed measures for 
strengthening the campus 

as a prominent centre of  
higher education in the 
north Kashmir region, 
with emphasis on provid-
ing quality and accessible 
academic opportunities to 
students of  Kupwara and 
adjoining areas.

The Minister stressed 
on the need for expedit-
ing all pending works 
and ensuring coordinated 
efforts among the con-
cerned departments and 
university authorities for 
timely completion of  the 
required infrastructure. 
She underscored that 
the campus should be 
equipped with adequate 
academic, administrative 
and student-support facili-
ties to cater effectively to 
the growing educational 
needs of  the region.

The Minister also direct-
ed the stakeholder depart-
ments to remove all kind 
of  bottlenecks regarding 
further development and 
expansion of  the campus. 
She also directed the VC 
Kashmir to conduct on-field 
visit of  the campus and take 
stock of  ongoing develop-
ment works. The Minister 
also directed the Deputy 
Commissioner Kupwara to 
sort out the issue of  land 
allotment in synergy with 
DFO Kupwara.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The second 
day of  the IFAD Project 
Partners’ Learning Forum 
2026, organised by the Mis-
sion Directorate, HADP/
JKCIP under the Agricul-
ture Production Depart-
ment, was dedicated to 
field-based learning and 
first-hand exposure to suc-
cessful models of  farmer 
collectivisation, women-led 
agricultural enterprises 
and modern horticulture.

The field visit pro-
gramme provided an 
opportunity to delegates 
from IFAD-assisted proj-
ects across the country to 
experience the implemen-
tation of  agricultural inter-
ventions on the ground and 
interact directly with the 
farmers, Farmer Producer 
Organisations (FPOs) and 
other stakeholders.

The delegation’s first visit 
was to Umeed Women Fresh 
Vegetables Kolina Producer 
Company Limited at Nilsar, 
Sultanpoora, Baramulla, 
an all-women FPO with 617 
members. The participants 
interacted with the Board of  

Directors, Chief  Executive 
Officer and FPO members 
and visited the production 
and aggregation facilities.

The interaction focused 
on the FPO’s business 
operations, marketing, 
value addition and future 
growth plans. The visit pro-
vided an important oppor-
tunity to understand how 
women-led farmer collec-
tives can evolve into viable 
and market-oriented rural 
enterprises. The FPO deals 
primarily in commodities 
including garlic, red chilli, 
basil seed and shallot.

The delegates, later, visit-
ed a High-Density Horticul-
ture Farm at Khonmoh, Sri-
nagar, where they interacted 
with the beneficiary farmer 
and witnessed high-density 
apple plantation and fruit-
picking activities. The farm, 
spread over 12 kanals with 
around 1,920 plants, offered 
the participants a practical 
insight into modern orchard 
systems and the potential 
of  high-density horticul-
ture to enhance productiv-
ity and improve the com-
mercial viability of  apple 
cultivation.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.
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Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

When The Forecast 
Warns, Administration 

Must Act

T
he Meteorological Department’s forecast of heavy 
to very heavy rainfall across Jammu and Kashmir 
from August 9 to 11 should not be treated as just 
another routine weather advisory. It is a warn-
ing that demands preparation, coordination and 

visible action, especially when the Union Territory has 
already witnessed flash floods, landslides, waterlogging 
and repeated disruptions to road connectivity in recent 
weeks. The real danger is not rainfall alone. It is the vul-
nerability that rainfall exposes.
Mountain slopes weakened by repeated precipitation, over-
loaded drainage systems, swollen streams, unstable roads 
and vulnerable settlements can quickly turn heavy rain 
into a serious disaster. The experience of recent weeks has 
already demonstrated how rapidly conditions can deterio-
rate. The Jammu-Srinagar National Highway, Mughal Road 
and other strategically important routes require particular 
attention. A single landslide or flash flood can bring traffic 
to a standstill, leaving passengers, fruit-laden trucks, tour-
ists and essential supplies stranded for hours or even days. 
At a time when the movement of horticultural produce is 
becoming increasingly important, prolonged road disrup-
tion can have consequences far beyond inconvenience.
This is precisely why preparedness must begin before the 
first major shower, not after roads are blocked and rivers 
begin to rise. District administrations in vulnerable areas 
must identify high-risk locations, inspect drainage chan-
nels, monitor water levels and ensure that machinery and 
emergency teams are positioned where they can respond 
quickly. Road agencies should keep men and equipment 
ready at known landslide and shooting-stone zones rather 
than waiting for debris to block the carriageway.
There must also be effective communication. People 
living near rivers, nallahs and unstable slopes should 
receive timely warnings in language they understand. 
Schools, hospitals, transport operators, tourists and 
communities in vulnerable areas should know what 
precautions to take and whom to contact in an emer-
gency. Advisories that remain confined to official 
social media handles are not enough when the people 
most at risk may not be watching them.
The administration must also avoid a familiar mistake: 
confusing meetings with preparedness. Review meetings, 
advisories and instructions have value only when they 
translate into equipment on the ground, personnel at vul-
nerable points and rapid decision-making when conditions 
worsen. The recent weather incidents should serve as a 
lesson. Every flash flood, every washed-out road and every 
stranded traveller is also a test of the system.
Jammu and Kashmir cannot prevent heavy rainfall. It can, 
however, reduce the damage caused by it. The coming 
three days therefore require a unified response from the 
administration, disaster-management agencies, police, 
road authorities, health departments and local bodies. 
Real-time monitoring, rapid information-sharing and 
immediate deployment of resources should be the pri-
ority. Citizens, too, have a responsibility. People should 
avoid unnecessary travel during periods of intense rain-
fall, stay away from swollen streams and rivers, and take 
official warnings seriously. In mountainous terrain, con-
ditions can change within minutes.
But the greater responsibility rests with those entrusted 
with public safety. A weather forecast is useful only if 
it changes what we do before the disaster arrives. The 
forecast for August 9–11 should therefore be treated as an 
opportunity for preparedness, not a headline to be followed 
by another post-disaster review. Jammu and Kashmir has 
seen enough disruption this season. The next test should 
be whether lessons have been learned, whether vulnerable 
points have been identified, and whether the administra-
tion is ready to act before nature forces it to react.

     Atmanirbhar MedTech

The Foundation For Affordable 
Healthcare And Viksit Bharat

JAGAT PRAKASH NADDA

I
ndia has witnessed unprecedented 
e x p a n s i o n  o f  h e a l t h c a r e 
infrastructure over the last decade. 
Rapid increase in the numbers of  
hospitals in both government and 

private sector, PHCs, diagnostic centres, 
medical colleges in both urban and rural 
areas is testament to Government of  India’s 
citizen centric policy towards ensuring 
health security. Under the leadership of  
Hon’ble Prime Minister Sh. Narendra 
Modi ji , the Government has worked to 
make quality health care accessible to 
every citizen. This untiring commitment 
has led to a significant decline of  Out of  
Pocket Expenses in the country from as 
high as 65% to 43% in the last few years.

From a newborn in a district hospital to 
a cancer patient in a tertiary care centre, 
reliable, high-quality yet affordable medical 
devices have become indispensable to 
modern healthcare.  The Government is 
strengthening public health systems in both 
rural and urban areas through investments 
in upgradation of  laboratories, critical care 
infrastructure, disease surveillance systems, 
and emergency response mechanisms under 
Pradhan Mantri- Ayushman Bharat Health 
Infrastructure Mission (PM-ABHIM). As 
India advances towards Viksit Bharat 2047, 
the focus is now on building an Atmanirbhar 
MedTech ecosystem to make healthcare 
more affordable, accessible and resilient.

Historically, India relied heavily on 
imports for many sophisticated medical 
devices. While these technologies improved 
healthcare, they also contributed to 
higher costs, supply chain vulnerabilities 
and limited accessibility. Recognizing 
this, the National Medical Devices Policy 

2023 mandated to enhance domestic 
manufacturing capacity and capability 
for newer technologies so as to make the 
medical devices affordable and thereby 
reduce diagnostics cost. Government 
adopted a comprehensive strategy to 
strengthen the medical devices ecosystem 
through initiatives such as, the Production 
Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme, Medical 
Device Parks and the Promotion of  Research 
and Innovation in Pharma-MedTech (PRIP) 
Scheme. These initiatives are creating an 
enabling ecosystem for manufacturing, 
innovation, investment and global 
competitiveness.

The results are encouraging. 
Manufacturing of  more than 50 high-end 
medical devices has commenced under 
the PLI Scheme.  Equally significant 
is the growing confidence of  global 
investors, reflected in sustained foreign 
direct investment into the sector. These 
achievements demonstrate that India is 
steadily emerging as a trusted partner in 
the global MedTech value chain.

Beyond becoming a manufacturing 
hub, India is also quickly adopting medical 
technology advancements to improve the lives 
of  citizens. Affordable access to advanced 
diagnostics, imaging systems, implants, 

intensive care equipment and digital health 
solutions significantly reduce the financial 
burden on patients while improving the 
quality and timeliness of  care. Domestic 
manufacturing contributes directly to this 
objective by reducing import dependence, 
strengthening supply chain resilience and 
creating opportunities for cost efficiencies.

India's globally recognized pharmaceutical 
industry, robust engineering capabilities, 
rapidly expanding digital public 
infrastructure, vibrant start-up ecosystem 
and skilled human resources provide a strong 
foundation for developing next-generation 
medical technologies. Emerging areas such as 
Artificial Intelligence, Software as a Medical 
Device (SaMD), connected medical devices, 
robotics and remote diagnostics present 
opportunities for India to innovate for both 
domestic and global healthcare needs.

As Indian manufacturers expand globally, 
quality is also becoming the defining 
characteristic of  Brand India MedTech. 
Government is focusing on strengthening 
regulatory systems, expanding accredited 
testing infrastructure, promoting clinical 
evidence generation and aligning with 
international standards to enhance both 
patient safety and global competitiveness.

Building a globally competitive MedTech 

ecosystem also requires close collaboration 
among Government, industry, academia, 
healthcare providers, start-ups and 
investors. Innovation flourishes when 
ideas move seamlessly from laboratories 
to manufacturing facilities and finally 
to patients. The Government remains 
committed to providing a stable and 
transparent policy environment that 
encourages research, investment, 
technology partnerships and ease of  doing 
business.

As India advances towards becoming a 
developed nation, healthcare and economic 
growth will increasingly reinforce each 
other. A strong medical devices sector 
creates high-value manufacturing, skilled 
employment, exports and technological 
capability while simultaneously making 
healthcare more affordable, accessible and 
resilient.

India’s MedTech Sector, is the fourth-
largest market in Asia and ranks among 
the top 20 globally. Presently at $15-16 
Billion, the market is growing at almost 12% 
CAGR, making it one of  the fastest growing 
manufacturing sector in the country. 
The vision of  Viksit Bharat stresses on 
building global leadership rooted in quality, 
innovation and inclusivity. Government 
is working to ensure that technologies 
address India's public health priorities—
from maternal and child health to non-
communicable diseases, emergency care, 
cancer, cardiovascular diseases and rural 
healthcare delivery. Under the visionary 
leadership of  Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi Ji, India is steadily building 
an Atmanirbhar MedTech ecosystem 
that is not merely about manufacturing 
devices in India; it is about empowering 
every citizen with timely access to quality 
healthcare, strengthening health security, 
and positioning India as a trusted global 
partner in advancing better health for 
humanity. (PIB)

(The author is Union Minister of  Health & 
Family Welfare and Minister of  Chemicals & 

Fertilizers, Government of  India.)

UNEMPLOYMENT

The Silent Echo Of Unfulfilled Dreams

NAZRANA MUSHTAQ

E
very sunrise arrives 
carrying the quiet 
promise of  hope. It 
reminds us that every 
new day has the 

potential to transform dreams into 
reality. Yet, for millions of  people 
around the world, dawn brings 
not opportunity but uncertainty. 
They awaken with education, 
determination, and ambition, 
only to encounter closed doors 
and unanswered aspirations. 
This silent struggle is known as 
unemployment, a challenge that 
extends far beyond economics and 
reaches the very essence of  human 
dignity.

Unemployment is often 
described as the inability of  willing 
and capable individuals to secure 
suitable employment. However, 
such a definition barely captures 
its true meaning. It is not merely 
the absence of  work; it is the 
absence of  recognition, purpose, 
and the opportunity to contribute 
one's abilities to society. Behind 
every unemployment statistic lies 
a deeply personal story, a graduate 
waiting for a first opportunity, a 
parent struggling to provide for a 
family, or a skilled worker whose 
experience has been overshadowed 
by technological change." 

Employment provides more 
than financial security. It 
instills confidence, nurtures 
independence, and allows 
individuals to participate 
meaningfully in the progress 
of  their communities. When 
meaningful work is absent, people 
often experience not only economic 
hardship but also emotional 
and psychological distress. 
Thus, unemployment must be 
understood as a humanitarian 
issue as much as an economic one.

Unemployment manifests 
itself  in several forms. Frictional 
unemployment occurs when 
individuals are temporarily 
searching for better opportunities 
or entering the labour market 
for the first time. Structural 

unemployment arises when 
technological advancements 
or industrial changes render 
certain skills obsolete. Cyclical 
unemployment is closely 
linked to economic recessions, 
during which businesses reduce 
production and dismiss workers 
due to declining demand. Seasonal 
unemployment affects industries 
such as agriculture and tourism, 
where employment depends upon 
particular seasons.

Although these categories 
differ in their causes, they share 
a common consequence: they 
interrupt human aspirations 
a n d  we a ke n  e c o n o m i c 
stability. Regardless of  its 
form, unemployment leaves 
individuals questioning their 
future while depriving society 
of  valuable talent. The causes of  
unemployment are both complex 
and interconnected. Rapid 
population growth often increases 
the number of  job seekers beyond 
the availability of  meaningful 
employment opportunities. 
Educational institutions, despite 
producing qualified graduates, 
sometimes fail to equip students 
with practical skills demanded by 
modern industries.

Technological advancement, 
though essential for progress, 
has automated countless 
routine occupations. Artificial 
intelligence, robotics, and digital 
transformation have reshaped 
labour markets faster than many 
workers can adapt. Political 
instability, corruption, weak 
infrastructure, insufficient 
industrial development, and 
limited investment further deepen 
the employment crisis."

When talent repeatedly 
encounters silence instead of  
opportunity, societies lose far 
more than workers. They lose 
innovators, educators, artists, 
entrepreneurs, and visionaries 
whose contributions might have 
shaped a brighter future. Every 
unemployed individual represents 
not merely a vacant position but 
a possibility left unrealised. The 
consequences of  unemployment 
extend far beyond financial 
hardship. While the immediate 
loss of  income is undoubtedly 
painful, the invisible wounds 
often prove even deeper. Prolonged 
unemployment gradually erodes 
self-esteem, weakens confidence, 

and replaces hope with 
uncertainty. Individuals begin 
to question their abilities despite 
possessing remarkable talent and 
determination.

Families, too, bear the burden. 
Parents struggle to provide 
quality education for their 
children, healthcare becomes 
increasingly difficult to afford, 
and ordinary comforts slowly 
disappear. Communities affected 
by widespread unemployment 
often experience rising poverty, 
migration, social unrest, and 
crime. Thus, unemployment 
is not merely an individual 
tragedy; it is a societal concern 
that weakens the foundations of  
national progress. The greatest 
loss is perhaps not financial 
but emotional. Every rejected 
application, every postponed 
dream, and every unanswered 
interview quietly diminish a 
person's faith in tomorrow. Yet 
the desire to contribute never truly 
disappears; it simply waits for an 
opportunity to bloom.

Young people represent the 
greatest strength of  any nation. 
They possess imagination, courage, 
creativity, and the determination 
to shape a better future. However, 
when opportunities remain 
scarce, these very qualities 
begin to fade beneath the weight 
of  disappointment. Across the 
world, countless graduates leave 
universities carrying degrees 
filled with promise, only to 
discover that qualifications alone 
cannot guarantee employment. 
Many spend years searching for 
meaningful work, while others 
reluctantly accept positions far 
below their capabilities. Some even 
leave their homeland in pursuit 

of  opportunities elsewhere, 
contributing to the growing 
challenge of  brain drain.

A nation that neglects the 
aspirations of  its youth risks 
losing not only its workforce but 
also its innovators, thinkers, and 
future leaders. Every dream left 
unrealised is a loss not only for 
the individual but for society as 
a whole.

Education remains one of  
the most powerful instruments 
for reducing unemployment. 
However, education must evolve 
alongside the changing demands 
of  the modern world. Academic 
excellence alone is no longer 
sufficient; practical skills, 
digital literacy, communication, 
critical thinking, and creativity 
have become equally important. 
Educational institutions should 
encourage innovation, research, 
entrepreneurship, and vocational 
training alongside traditional 
learning. Students should 
graduate not merely with degrees 
but with confidence, adaptability, 
and the ability to solve real-world 
problems. Lifelong learning has 
become essential in an era where 
industries continue to transform 
with extraordinary speed.

When education and opportunity 
move hand in hand, societies 
create citizens who are not only 
employable but capable of  creating 
employment for others. Reducing 
unemployment requires collective 
responsibility. Governments 
must encourage investment, 
strengthen industries, improve 
infrastructure, and create policies 
that promote entrepreneurship 
and innovation. Small and 
medium-sized enterprises deserve 
greater support because they 

generate substantial employment 
opportunities and stimulate 
economic growth. Likewise, 
private organisations should 
invest in developing human 
potential rather than merely 
seeking experience. Individuals 
must remain resilient, continue 
learning, embrace technological 
change, and view challenges as 
opportunities for growth rather 
than obstacles to success.

A prosperous nation is built not 
simply through economic wealth 
but through the meaningful 
participation of  every citizen. 
When opportunity reaches every 
capable hand, prosperity becomes 
both inclusive and sustainable. 
Unemployment is more than an 
economic condition; it is a silent 
conversation between hope and 
hardship. It reminds us that 
behind every statistic stands a 
human being with aspirations, 
responsibilities, and dreams 
waiting to be fulfilled.

Yet history teaches us that 
every challenge carries within it 
the possibility of  transformation. 
Through visionary leadership, 
quality education, innovation, 
and collective determination, 
societies can create opportunities 
that restore dignity and inspire 
confidence.

Nevertheless, hope must never 
remain silent forever. Every job 
created rekindles a dream, every 
opportunity strengthens a family, 
and every empowered individual 
enriches an entire nation. The 
true wealth of  a country lies not 
beneath its soil nor within its 
monuments, but in the hearts, 
minds, and abilities of  its people. 
Let us therefore strive to build a 
world where no dream is buried 
beneath unemployment, where 
talent is recognised without 
prejudice, and where every willing 
hand is given the chance to create, 
contribute, and flourish. Only then 
will the silent echo of  unfulfilled 
dreams transform into a timeless 
melody of  dignity, purpose, and 
hope.

Nazrana Mushtaq is a 
published author known for 
her poignant and evocative 
storytelling, which explores 

themes of  identity, resilience, 
and the often-unheard voices of  

women. She can be mailed at 
nazranamushtaq430@gmail.com
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The Men We Never Talk About
“A Person’s Character Should Be Judged By The Choices They Make, Not By The Actions Of Those Who Share Their Identity.”

IMRAN MAQBOOL WANI

C
ertain statements have 
become so common in 
contemporary conversa-
tions that we rarely pause 
to examine their implica-

tions. “All men are the same,” “Men 
are trash,” and “Men are cheaters” are 
phrases that frequently appear in social 
media discussions, personal conversa-
tions and public debates, often emerg-
ing from experiences of  betrayal, abuse, 
disappointment or emotional hurt. For 
many women, such expressions may 
represent genuine frustration arising 
from painful experiences, and those 
experiences deserve to be heard and 
taken seriously. Yet, while acknowledg-
ing the reality of  such pain, there is 
also a need to ask whether it is fair to 
transform the actions of  some individu-
als into a judgement against an entire 
gender. When one person causes harm, 
should millions of  people who had no 
connection to that act be expected to 
carry its burden?

There is no question that men who 
engage in abuse, manipulation, dishon-
esty or violence should be held account-
able. Their gender should neither excuse 
their behaviour nor protect them from 
consequences. At the same time, account-
ability must remain individual. If  one 
man betrays someone's trust, the respon-
sibility for that betrayal belongs to him. If  
another man lies, the lie belongs to him. 
If  a man abuses another person, he must 
answer for that abuse. It is difficult to 
understand, therefore, why the actions of  
one individual should become evidence 
against every other man. We would con-
sider such reasoning unfair in almost 
every other circumstance. We do not 
regard all women as dishonest because 
one woman lies, nor do we condemn an 
entire community because one individual 
commits a crime. Human beings are indi-
viduals before they are members of  any 
social category, and their choices, values 
and conduct shape their character.

The phrase “all men are the same” 
may sometimes be spoken in a moment 
of  anger or emotional pain, but under-
standable emotions do not automati-
cally make generalisations accurate. A 
woman who a man has betrayed may 

understandably find it difficult to trust 
again, but her experience with one 
person cannot tell her everything about 
another person she has never met. 
Similarly, a man who has been hurt by 
a woman may struggle with trust, but 
it would be unfair for him to conclude 
that all women are dishonest or inca-
pable of  loyalty. Pain can influence the 
way we see the world, but it should not 
permanently determine how we judge 
people we have not yet known.

There is another side of  this conver-
sation that receives considerably less 
attention: the experiences of  men who 
suffer quietly. Society has traditionally 
placed a particular expectation upon 
men to remain strong, responsible and 
emotionally controlled. From child-
hood, many boys are told not to cry, 
not to complain and not to show vul-
nerability. As they grow older, these 
expectations often become responsi-
bilities to provide, protect, solve prob-
lems and remain composed even when 
circumstances become overwhelming. 
A man may experience financial pres-
sure, relationship difficulties, family 
responsibilities, loneliness or personal 
failure, yet continue with his daily life 
without speaking openly about what 
he is experiencing. His silence is some-
times interpreted as strength, but it can 
also be a sign that he has never been 
given a safe space in which to express 
his vulnerability. Some fathers spend 
years working to provide for their 
children while quietly setting aside 
their own aspirations. Some sons take 
responsibility for their families during 
difficult circumstances without expect-
ing recognition. Some husbands remain 
committed to their relationships even 
when nobody is watching, brothers who 
become dependable sources of  support 
during family crises, and friends who 
remain available for others while deal-
ing with struggles of  their own. Their 
contributions may not always be cel-
ebrated because responsibility is often 
considered an expected part of  being 
a man. Yet being expected to carry 
responsibility does not mean that a man 
does not feel its weight.

Men experience heartbreak, rejec-
tion, loneliness, grief  and disappoint-
ment just as women do. They can 
be betrayed by people they trusted, 
abandoned by people they loved, and 
deeply affected by the loss of  relation-
ships. Yet many hesitate to speak about 
these experiences because they fear 
being ridiculed or considered weak. A 
man who says that he is emotionally 
exhausted may be told to “be strong.” 
A man who expresses grief  may be 
expected to recover quickly. A man 

who seeks emotional support may 
sometimes feel that he is failing to meet 
society's expectations of  masculinity. 
In such an environment, silence can 
become a habit, and the habit of  silence 
can eventually become isolation. Recog-
nising the emotional struggles of  men 
does not mean diminishing the strug-
gles of  women. The two should never 
be presented as competing claims for 
sympathy. A society capable of  empa-
thy should be able to acknowledge the 
suffering of  different groups without 
turning their experiences into a compe-
tition. Women have legitimate reasons 
to speak about violence, discrimination, 
harassment and betrayal, just as men 
have legitimate reasons to speak about 
loneliness, emotional isolation, social 
expectations and experiences of  being 
unfairly judged. Listening to one does 
not require silencing the other.

The real issue, therefore, should be 
accountability without collective con-
demnation. Men who engage in harm-
ful behaviour should be challenged, 
and men themselves have a responsi-
bility to challenge harmful behaviour 
among other men. Silence should not 
become a shield for wrongdoing, and 
friendship should never be used as a 
reason to ignore abuse, harassment or 
violence. At the same time, men who 
have done nothing wrong should not 
be expected to carry collective guilt for 
the actions of  strangers. A fair society 
must be capable of  making both distinc-
tions at the same time. This becomes 
particularly important when we con-
sider the messages young boys receive 
while growing up. If  a boy repeatedly 
hears that men are inherently dishon-
est, dangerous, emotionally incapable 
or untrustworthy, he may eventually 
begin to associate his identity with 
characteristics he has never person-
ally demonstrated. Instead of  teach-
ing boys that masculinity itself  is a 

problem, society should teach them 
what responsible masculinity looks 
like. Boys should learn that strength 
includes compassion, that confidence 
does not require dominance, that pro-
tecting someone does not mean con-
trolling them, that apologising is not 
weakness and that asking for help is not 
a failure. They should also learn that 
being a good man does not mean being 
perfect; it means being willing to recog-
nise mistakes, accept responsibility and 
make an honest effort to become better.

At the same time, men must not use 
discussions about unfair stereotypes as 
an excuse to avoid self-reflection. Being 
unfairly judged does not mean that a 
person is incapable of  doing wrong. 
Men must be willing to examine their 
own behaviour, accept criticism when 
it is justified, apologise when they have 
caused harm and change when change 
is necessary. A mature discussion about 
men must therefore include both com-
passion and accountability. It should 
recognise men as human beings capa-
ble of  goodness and wrongdoing, rather 
than portraying them as inherently one 
or the other. Perhaps the greatest prob-
lem with phrases such as “all men are 
the same” is that they erase individual-
ity. They prevent us from seeing the dif-
ference between the man who betrays 
trust and the man who spends years 
earning it; between the man who causes 
harm and the man who stands against 
it, between the man who abandons 
responsibility and the man who qui-
etly carries responsibilities that nobody 
sees. They may share a gender, but they 
do not necessarily share a character.

Some men have been hurt by rela-
tionships but have refused to become 
cruel. There are men who have been 
betrayed but have remained loyal. 
There are men who have experienced 
humiliation but have chosen dignity 
rather than revenge. Some men have 

struggled with loneliness and still found 
the courage to care for others. There are 
men who have made mistakes, accepted 
them, and genuinely changed. Their 
stories may not receive the same atten-
tion as stories of  wrongdoing, but their 
existence is equally real.

To the men who have suffered silently 
because of  labels they never deserved, 
there should be no shame in acknowl-
edging that pain. They do not need 
to apologise for actions they did not 
commit, nor should they be required to 
prove their innocence simply because 
someone else failed to live by the values 
they hold. Their responsibility is not 
to defend every man, nor to become 
bitter towards those who have hurt 
them, but to remain accountable for 
their own choices and faithful to their 
own principles. Ultimately, the conver-
sation should not be about whether 
men are better than women or wheth-
er women are better than men. Such 
comparisons only deepen divisions that 
society should be trying to overcome. 
The more meaningful conversation is 
about what kind of  human beings we 
want to become and what kind of  soci-
ety we want to create. A society that 
genuinely values equality must be able 
to condemn wrongdoing without con-
demning an entire gender, listen to vic-
tims without creating new stereotypes, 
and acknowledge suffering wherever 
it occurs.

A person's gender may tell us wheth-
er that person is a man or a woman, 
but it tells us very little about the per-
son's character. Character is revealed 
through conduct, especially when 
nobody is watching. One man may 
betray while another remains loyal. 
One may cause pain while another 
spends his life trying to prevent it. One 
may misuse trust while another spends 
years earning it. They are men, but they 
are not the same. And perhaps it is time 
we became mature enough to recognise 
that distinction.

The men who have suffered quietly 
do not need special treatment, nor do 
they need to be placed above anyone 
else. They simply deserve the same dig-
nity that every human being deserves: 
to be seen as individuals, to be judged 
by their own actions, to be allowed 
to acknowledge their pain and to be 
respected for the person they choose to 
become. In a world increasingly divided 
by labels, perhaps the most meaningful 
form of  equality is to look beyond the 
label and see the human being.

The writer is A Professional Social 
Worker can be Reached at waniim-

ran169@gmail.com

Medicine – Still A Noble Profession?
If Medicine Is A Noble Profession, Why Is There Such Discontentment Among Patients?

DR. FIAZ FAZILI 

W
ebster’s Third New Interna-
tional Dictionary defines 
the word 'noble': 1) possess-
ing outstanding qualities 
such as eminence and dig-

nity; 2) having power of  transmitting by 
inheritance; 3) indicating superiority or 
commanding excellence of  mind, charac-
ter, or high ideals or morals. These three 
attributes befit the profession of  Medi-
cine. and regulations relating to the Pro-
fessional Conduct, Etiquette and Ethics 
for Registered Medical Practitioners that 
time NMC was MCI (Published in Part III, 
Section 4 of  the Gazette of  India, 2002).

Over centuries, the Medical fraternity 
has maintained the standards of  ethical 
and humane practice. Their magnificent 
contributions and landmark discoveries 
in medical science and innovations in 
diagnostic and therapeutic techniques 
have revolutionised patient care, saved 
countless lives, and significantly improved 
longevity and the quality of  human life. 
Generations of  Doctors have developed 
and improvised their professional skills 
and passed them on to succeeding gen-
erations, as they have to me and to each 
one of  you, to take into the future. Beyond 
its scientific and technical contributions, 
medicine is uniquely fulfilling as a,’ Noble 
profession”. 

In return, it has been accorded the 
respect of  society and of  other profes-
sions as a noble profession imbued with 
eminence, dignity, high ideals, and ethical 

values. It has a rich and proud heritage. 
Its altruistic stance has served it well and 
has been the reason for its constancy and 
consistency. In the recent past, unfortu-
nately, there has been a sharp decline in 
the ethical conduct of  some of  the medi-
cal practitioners. Materialistic influence 
has produced a highly selfish mentality 
in some practitioners, and while engaged 
in professional activities at times, they 
lose sight of  the ethical, human, and 
noble values of  their profession. They try 
to attain gain, name, fame and wealth by 
resorting to unethical practices which in 
turn may result in the exploitation of  the 
patients. Say something nice about some-
one nobody will listen to; make it mean 
and malicious publicity is mercilessly 
focused on the story. To what extent do 
viewers/readers place faith in the media's 
portrayal of  social issues? ... “Lifting a 
profession up to ridicule and defaming 
their character." 

Most of  the doctors complain by gen-
eralisation of  the issue that “malpractice 
such developments can seriously hamper 
the doctor-patient relationship, and a deli-
cate mutual trust which existed in this 
noble profession is lost. " How early it can 
be reclaimed depends on how soon we 
all realise our collective and individual 
responsibility on this issue. The fact that 
patients are not feeling entirely satisfied 
with the care is not breaking news, as 
there are a lot of  misperceptions involved 
on both sides. Whether these are genuine 
doubts or unfounded fears created out of  
vested personal or professional vendetta 
or rivalry with the hype of  ugly incidents 
of  malpractices in the media, unfortu-
nately our focus has been mostly on man-
aging the crisis "du jour": "Name, blame 
and shame". As a result, physicians find it 
increasingly difficult to meet their respon-
sibilities to patients. 

Always bear in mind that “Healthcare” 
is a sickness treatment system. Neither the 

Government nor the providers can deliver 
a 'cure' to the public; a cure lies with the 
Creator. A doctor is just a conduit. Swami 
Vivekananda says, 'Money does not pay, 
nor name; fame does not pay, nor learning. 
It is dedication that pays; it is character 
and morality that cleaves its way through 
adamantine walls of  difficulties. The prin-
ciples and responsibilities of  medical pro-
fessionalism must be clearly understood 
by both the profession and society. Essen-
tial to this contract is public trust in the 
doctor, which depends on the integrity of  
both individual physicians and the whole 
profession. I know, and many people in 
society will acknowledge that most physi-
cians are good physicians, and the scared 
relationship between patient and doctor 
which has existed for ages will not perish 
with certain aberrations here or there. 
This doesn’t mean all the doctors are 
noble. As with any profession, we do have 
many bad apples who need appropriate 
treatment – some physicians are greedy, 
but most physicians are altruistic. 

We all agree medicine arose out of  the 
primary sympathy of  humankind with 
other creations out of  desire to help those 
in distress, need and sickness. This relation-
ship arises out of  the pain and suffering of  

one person and an offer of  hope by another, 
and factually, most doctors are fulfilling this 
obligation. It is unfortunate we have begun 
calling the Medical professionals "business-
men in an industry" – it somehow under-
mines and discourages the dedication of  the 
majority of  medical professionals involved 
in the care of  the patients and denigrates the 
“noble profession”. Society in general and 
patients in particular may also play a part 
in this discontent; Physicians are constantly 
faced with patients and their relatives who 
have begun to respond in high-tech ways. 
Amidst the menace of  the dangerous prac-
tice of  self-medication prevailing in the 
valley, some patients, after going through 
web, acquire some knowledge of  disease and 
required tests, and feel that if  a practitioner 
does not order a fancy new test, he or she is 
not at the cutting edge of  medicine. 

The fact is that tests are ancillary and 
not a panacea. At present, the Medical pro-
fession is confronted by an explosion of  
'technicalisation', specialisation and com-
mercialisation, changing market forces 
and problems in the quality of  health care 
delivery. Despite initiatives by authorities, it 
remains an over-promised, Over-burdened, 
over-spent but not overhauled' sector. At 
times we are facing a shortage of  resources 
due to a shortage of  beds or care provid-
ers (specialists and paramedics) or modern 
machinery. As a result of  deficiencies in 
Healthcare policies and procedures on 
Accountability, in such an atmosphere dedi-
cated physicians find it increasingly difficult 
to meet the expectations of  patients from 
giving the standard care they need. These 
challenges centre on increasing disparities 
among the legitimate needs of  patients, the 
available resources to meet those needs, the 
increasing dependence on market forces 
to transform health care systems, and the 
temptation for physicians to forsake their 
traditional commitment to the primacy of  
patients’ interests. In these circumstances, 
reaffirming the fundamental and universal 

principles of  primacy of  patient welfare and 
values of  medical professionalism, which 
remain ideals to be pursued by all physi-
cians, becomes all the more important. This 
principle is based on a dedication to serving 
the interest of  the patient.

The medical profession everywhere is 
embedded in diverse cultures and local 
constraints. Market forces, societal pres-
sures, and administrative exigencies must 
not compromise this principle. I am con-
fident that the medical profession is still 
a noble profession and the sacred bond 
between patients and practitioners will 
endure despite new storms. Altruism con-
tributes to the trust that is central to the 
physician–patient relationship; its members 
continue to share the role of  healer, which 
has roots extending back to Hippocrates to 
the Oath of  a Muslim Physician. Even in 
these uncertain times, I am proud of  my 
daughter choosing a giving profession – and 
in a moment like this, I continue to believe 
in the innate moral strength and humanity 
of  my profession. I quote Thomas Macau-
lay, “The highest intellects, like the tops of  
mountains, are the first to catch and reflect 
the dawn.” 

MAY Allah Give us the fortitude to admit 
our mistakes, to amend our ways – Give us 
the understanding that ours is a profession 
sacred that deals with your most precious 
gifts of  life and intellect. Therefore, make us 
worthy of  this favoured station with honour, 
dignity and piety so that we may devote our 
lives to serving mankind, irrespective of  
caste, colour and faith, with patience and 
tolerance with virtue and reverence, with 
knowledge and vigilance, with Thy love 
in our hearts and compassion for Thy ser-
vants, Thy most precious creation. Aameen

Dr. Fiaz Fazili is a quality assurance 
expert on healthcare and Surgery Chapter 

leader for the joint commission for Accredita-
tion of  hospitals. He can be mailed at drfiaz-

fazili@gmail.com
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Amarnath Yatra To
darshan at the Holy Cave and were staying at the Baltal 

base camp was allowed to proceed towards Jammu in a down 
convoy of  44 vehicles, according to the Joint Police Control 
Room, Baltal.

The returning pilgrims included 867 males, 251 females, 
one child, 79 sadhus and four sadhvis. The convoy comprised 
28 heavy motor vehicles (HMVs), one medium motor vehicle 
(MMV), 11 light motor vehicles (LMVs) and four trucks.

Officials said 3,336 pilgrims performed darshan at the Holy 
Cave on Saturday. The pilgrims included 2,384 males, 569 
females, 21 children, 20 sadhus, six sadhvis, four transgender 
pilgrims and 332 security personnel.

With this, the total number of  pilgrims who have per-
formed darshan during the 2026 Yatra has reached 4,80,019.

The 57-day-long Amarnath Yatra commenced on July 3 
this year and is scheduled to culminate with the traditional 
Chadi Mubarak ceremony on August 28.

The pilgrimage commenced simultaneously from both 
the traditional Chandanwari route in Anantnag district and 
the Baltal route in Ganderbal district. “However, due to the 
recent rains, a necessity for the repair and maintenance of  
the Yatra tracks at vulnerable stretches has been felt, which 
is being undertaken by Border Roads Organisation (BRO),” 
an official spokesperson said.

He said IMD has predicted adverse weather conditions 
over the next few days. “Hence, the Yatra shall remain sus-
pended from both routes with effect from August 9, 2026. 
Chadi Mubarak shall proceed via the traditional Pahalgam 
route and shall mark the culmination of  Yatra 2026 on August 
28,” the spokesperson said.

The suspension comes after a particularly busy pilgrim-
age season, with more than 4.8 lakh devotees having visited 
the Holy Cave so far.

Authorities have appealed to pilgrims to follow advisories 
issued by the competent authorities from time to time in 
the interest of  their safety and the smooth conduct of  the 
pilgrimage.

Meanwhile, the 57-day long Amarnath Yatra commenced 
on 3rd July this year and will culminate with the event of  
Chadi Mubarak on 28th August 2026.

The Yatra commenced simultaneously from both the 
routes - the Chandanwari track in Anantnag district and 
Baltal in Ganderbal district.

“More than 4.8 lakh pilgrims have performed darshan at 
the Holy Shrine so far. However, due to the recent rains, a 
necessity for the repair & maintenance of  the Yatra tracks at 
vulnerable stretches has been felt, which is being undertaken 
by Border Roads Organization (BRO).

In addition, adverse weather conditions have been predict-
ed by IMD over next few days. Hence, the Yatra shall remain 
suspended from both routes with effect from 9th August, 2026.

Chadi Mubarak shall proceed via traditional Pahalgam 
route and shall mark the culmination of  Yatra 2026 on 28th 
August”, the Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, Anshul Garg 
said.

He appealed to all the pilgrims to adhere to the advisories 
issued by the competent authority from time to time in the 
interest of  their safety and the smooth conduct of  the Yatra.
(KNO Inputs)

CS Sets Vision
into a quaternary healthcare facility and Centre of  Excel-

lence in the region.
The last meeting of  the Standing Finance Committee had 

been held in August 2021. The revival of  the high-level finan-
cial and administrative mechanism is expected to acceler-
ate critical infrastructure projects, strengthen institutional 
capacities and provide a renewed roadmap for the future 
growth of  SKIMS.

The meeting was attended by Shailendra Kumar, Financial 
Commissioner (Additional Chief  Secretary), Finance; M. 
Raju, Commissioner Secretary, Health & Medical Education; 
Prof. (Dr.) Mohd. Ashraf  Ganie, Director, SKIMS & EOSG; 
Prof. (Dr.) Fazal Q. Parray, Principal, SKIMS Medical College, 
Bemina; and a representative of  the Planning Department.

Speaking on the occasion, the Chief  Secretary called 
upon the SKIMS administration to set a higher institutional 
benchmark by transforming the institute into a quaternary 
healthcare facility and a Centre of  Excellence for medical 
institutions across the region.

He assured that the Government would extend all possible 
support to SKIMS for upgrading its capacities in super-special-
ity healthcare, advanced medical technologies, medical educa-
tion and cutting-edge research, in line with the original mandate 
and vision behind establishment of  the premier institution.

The Chief  Secretary stressed the need for an all-round 
transformation of  patient-care services, with SKIMS adopt-
ing the latest technologies, treatment protocols and medical 
practices evolving globally.

He maintained that the institute has to be several notches 
higher in its approach, infrastructure and facilities to meet 
the emerging healthcare requirements of  the region, empha-
sizing that the institution must continuously benchmark 
itself  against the best national healthcare facilities.

He directed the SKIMS administration to prepare a com-
prehensive roadmap for strengthening patient care, infra-
structure, equipment, human resources and specialized 
services, with the objective of  ensuring that patients from 
Jammu and Kashmir do not have to travel outside the region 
for advanced and highly specialized treatment.

The Chief  Secretary further emphasized strengthening 
SKIMS as a Centre of  Excellence in medical education and 
research, particularly in areas such as cancer and other 
diseases of  growing prevalence in the region. He called for 
greater focus on research-driven healthcare solutions and 
creation of  a pool of  highly skilled medical professionals 
capable of  addressing emerging health challenges.

He maintained that access to quaternary-level healthcare 
should be expanded so that people can avail advanced treat-
ment facilities closer to their homes, irrespective of  their 
socio-economic status.

Financial Commissioner (ACS), Finance Department, 
Shailendra Kumar, expressed strong commitment towards 
supporting an institution of  the stature and strategic impor-
tance of  SKIMS.

He emphasized the need for SKIMS to pursue administra-
tive excellence, financial sustainability and greater institu-
tional self-reliance, while continuously setting higher bench-
marks in specialized and high-end patient care.

Commissioner Secretary, Health & Medical Education 
Department, M. Raju, appreciated the efforts of  the SKIMS 
leadership towards strengthening the institute's performance 

in patient care, academics and research. He reiterated the 
importance of  sustained institutional growth to meet the 
evolving healthcare requirements of  the people.

Earlier, Director SKIMS, Prof. (Dr.) Mohd. Ashraf  Ganie, 
presented a comprehensive vision for institutional expan-
sion, outlining measures for strengthening tertiary and qua-
ternary healthcare, augmenting specialized human resourc-
es, upgrading infrastructure and integrating modern medical 
technologies.

Highlighting SKIMS's pivotal role as the apex healthcare 
institution of  the region, he presented key performance indi-
cators reflecting the institute's extensive service delivery, 
including lakhs of  outpatient visits, thousands of  inpatient 
admissions, complex surgical procedures and a large volume 
of  laboratory and radiological investigations undertaken 
during the year.

The Committee held detailed deliberations on a range of  
strategic priorities aimed at accelerating the overall devel-
opment of  the institution. It gave a detailed consideration to 
accord necessary clearances to several critical infrastructure 
and service-expansion initiatives, including augmentation of  
Emergency Services through a dedicated Emergency Block, 
establishment of  a Trauma Care Centre and Organ Trans-
plant Unit, and creation of  a dedicated OPD Block to cater 
to the large number of  patients seeking outpatient care at 
SKIMS every day.

The Committee further approved the creation of  requisite 
posts for the effective functioning of  the State Cancer Insti-
tute, besides strengthening the Departments of  Cardiovas-
cular and Thoracic Surgery (CVTS), Nursing and Medical 
Technology.

In a move aimed at strengthening professional training 
and practical exposure, the Committee also gave the go-ahead 
for introducing internship programmes for B.Sc. and M.Sc. 
Nursing students, providing them with structured clinical 
experience and opportunities to further hone their skills 
and expertise.

The Committee reiterated the Government's firm com-
mitment to providing requisite administrative and financial 
support for timely implementation of  priority projects and 
institutional expansion plans.

The meeting is expected to provide renewed momentum 
to the development of  SKIMS and strengthen its position 
as a leading regional hub for advanced healthcare, medical 
education and biomedical research, with the long-term objec-
tive of  placing the institution among the leading centres of  
excellence in the country.

Future Of India
and service. He praised the Institute’s motto, Lokahitam 

Mam Karaniyam - Welfare of  the people is my duty- as a 
guiding principle for future leaders.

Drawing from the Vedas and Upanishads, the Lieutenant 
Governor emphasised collective resolve, unity, and noble 
intentions as the foundation of  prosperity and harmony in 
the society. He urged young leaders to align their thoughts 
and actions with public welfare, echoing India’s civilisational 
legacy as the “Mother of  Democracy.”

“Leadership means understanding people, creating new 
paths for them, and serving them with humility and honesty. 
Sardar Patel used to say that in difficult times, cowards find 
excuses, but brave people find a way. I appreciate the faculty 
members and mentors who, with tireless effort, dedication, 
and patience, have inspired new leaders to find new paths, 
acquainted them with the principles of  governance, engaged 
them in serious discussion on various policies, and given 
them the opportunity to test ideas against the real challenges 
of  public life,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor outlined four essential principles 
for democratic leadership- Honesty and transparency as the 
foundation of  trust, Knowledge and wisdom as the compass 
guiding decisions, Sensitivity to maintain balance in democracy, 
and public service as the highest duty of  leadership.

He stressed that institutions gain strength only when 
infused with ethical leadership, and that true success is mea-
sured not by position but by the lives transformed.

“The strength of  democracy lies in Constitutional values, 
institutions and in those leaders who are committed to the 
values of  honesty, humility, and public service. Remember 
that institutions create the structure of  democracy, but it is 
ethical leadership that infuses them with life, purpose, and 
energy. Without ethical leadership, even the finest institu-
tions weaken over time, whereas honest and accountable 
leadership can turn even ordinary institutions into power-
ful engines of  change and nation-building,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor stated that India today stands 
at a historic turning point, where its demographic power and 
civilisational journey are entering a new phase.

“With more than 65% of  India’s population under 35, the 
youth emerged as the nation’s greatest strength. It is youth's 
responsibility to transform this demographic dividend into a 
leadership dividend by building teams, empowering others, 
and creating roadmaps for inclusive growth,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor cited the transformation in 
Jammu Kashmir post-2020 as an example of  leadership rooted 
in public service and good governance. With over 30,000 proj-
ects completed through public participation, strengthened 
Panchayati Raj institutions, and digital governance, he said 
the region exemplifies how transparency and accountability 
can bring historic change.

“In your professional life, make ethics your character, 
public service your duty, responsibility your identity, and 
excellence your style of  work. I believe your success will 
not be judged by your position, but by how many lives you 
changed, how much trust you earned, and how positive an 
impact you left on society. To realise the resolve of  Viksit 
Bharat, young leadership must bring change into the life of  
the last person standing in the queue of  development,” the 
Lieutenant Governor told the youth.

The Lieutenant Governor urged the young leaders to bal-
ance tradition with modernity, and progress with sensitivity, 
to build a prosperous, inclusive, and innovative India that 
can guide the world.

“Every decision you make, every word you speak, and 
every action you take will either strengthen our democracy 
or weaken it. Therefore, let us choose with care and put the 
national interest first. Young leadership should be driven 
by innovation, empowered by technology, credible through 
transparency, humane through sensitivity, and result-orient-
ed through effective implementation. Such leadership will 
strengthen good governance, deepen public trust in democ-
racy, and take the nation to new heights.

Today’s young India is more educated, more advanced, 

more connected, and more ambitious than any previous 
generation. It has new ideas, capability, and energy. You 
will have to create roadmaps based on shared growth, equal 
opportunity, and the larger goals of  nation-building. A new 
India, rapidly moving through urbanisation, climate change 
challenges, and rising aspirations, is looking for such young 
leaders who can solve complex problems and contribute to 
making policies that can transform people’s lives. I want you 
to always remember that the greatest strength of  democracy 
is the trust of  the people, and trust is built through dialogue, 
consensus, and inclusion. True leadership rises above the 
boundaries of  caste, religion, and region, carries everyone 
together, and treats public welfare as its highest duty,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

Rain Lashes
thundershowers are expected at most places, with heavy 

to very heavy rainfall likely at a few districts of  the Jammu 
division and brief  intense heavy showers at a few places in 
the Kashmir division.

The MeT has also forecast the possibility of  light rain or 
thundershowers at many places between August 12 and 17, 
with brief  intense showers possible at a few locations.

It advised people to remain cautious as torrential rain and 
brief  intense heavy showers could trigger flash floods and 
landslides at vulnerable places besides causing waterlogging 
in low-lying areas.

The weather department has particularly flagged the pos-
sibility of  heavy to very heavy rainfall and intense showers 
at a few districts during August 9-11—(KNO)

Generations Unite At
The usual bustle of  Srinagar’s markets and old-city lanes 

was joined by groups of  devotees heading towards Koh-e-
Maran, some with families, some with friends and many 
elderly devotees who have been making the annual visit for 
years.

For several families, the Urs is not simply an annual reli-
gious gathering but a tradition passed from one generation 
to another.

“I have been coming here since I was young. Earlier, my 
father used to bring me. Now I bring my children,” Zahoor 
Ahmad, a devotee in his 70s, said.

Another devotee, Mukhtar Khan from Budgam said the 
annual gathering had become a part of  his family’s life. “We 
wait for this day every year. You meet people here, offer 
prayers and remember Makhdoom Sahib. It gives you a dif-
ferent kind of  peace,” he said.

With prayer beads in their hands and skull caps on their 
heads, elderly men slowly made their way through the 
crowds, while children walked alongside their parents and 
grandparents.

Some stopped along the way to rest before continuing 
towards the shrine, while others sat quietly in corners, recit-
ing prayers.

By evening, the area around the shrine had turned into a 
sea of  people, with a steady movement of  devotees continu-
ing as prayers, Quranic recitations and supplications filled 
the air.

The night before had witnessed a Shab Majlis, with devotees 
staying awake for hours in prayer and remembrance. The spiri-
tual atmosphere continued through the day as people offered 
special prayers and sought blessings at the revered shrine.

“For us, this is not just about coming to the shrine for one 
day. This is something we have seen our elders doing, and we 
want our children to know the same tradition,” Mannan, a 
young devotee from Habba Kadal, Srinagar, said.

For many, the Urs is not simply a date on the religious 
calendar. It is a return to memories and a return to the place 
where they came with their parents as children and where 
many now bring their own children.

It is important to mention that Hazrat Sheikh Hamza 
Makhdoom (RA), one of  Kashmir’s most revered Sufi saints, 
is remembered for his teachings on spirituality, humility, 
compassion, morality and service to humanity.

Mirwaiz-e-Kashmir Dr Moulvi Muhammad Umar Farooq 
paid tributes to Hazrat Makhdoom Sahib (RA), saying the 
saint dedicated his life to the spiritual and moral transforma-
tion of  the people.

"Hazrat Makhdoom Sahib (RA) played an important role 
in spreading the message of  Islamic teachings, humanity, 
morality, compassion and a righteous way of  life," he said.

Mirwaiz urged people to follow the teachings and char-
acter of  the revered saint and contribute towards building 
a society based on welfare, mutual cooperation and moral 
values. (KNO)

Over 4,000 Samples
in J&K, of  which 1,195 were found non-conforming. A 

total of  1,592 civil cases were decided with penalty, while 15 
convictions were recorded.

During 2021-22, J&K analysed 8,109 samples, with 1,735 
found non-conforming. The year witnessed 1,931 civil cases 
being decided with penalty, while four convictions were 
recorded.

Taken together, the data shows that J&K analysed 54,169 
samples during the five-year period, with 4,995 samples found 
non-conforming. A total of  7,742 civil cases were decided 
with penalty, while 84 convictions were recorded during 
the period.

The Ministry said food safety enforcement and implemen-
tation of  the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 is primarily 
the responsibility of  State/UT Food Safety Authorities, which 
undertake surveillance, monitoring, inspections, targeted 
enforcement drives and sampling activities.

Meanwhile, the State-wise data on Food Safety Officers 
shows that Jammu and Kashmir has 101 sanctioned posts, 
of  which 79 are filled while 22 posts are vacant.

The Ministry said matters related to vacancies of  Food 
Safety Officers in States and UTs are taken up regularly with 
the Commissioners of  Food Safety through meetings of  the 
Central Advisory Committee.

The Ministry also said the Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of  India (FSSAI) has notified 259 NABL-accredited 
food testing laboratories and 24 referral food laboratories 
across the country. Food analysts are required to submit 
analysis reports within 14 days of  receipt of  samples.

The government said FSSAI is mandated to lay down sci-
ence-based standards for food and regulate its manufacture, 
storage, distribution, sale and import to ensure the avail-

ability of  safe and wholesome food for human consumption.
The data was furnished in response to a Lok Sabha ques-

tion regarding food adulteration, contamination, counterfeit-
ing, violations of  food safety standards, testing infrastructure 
and vacancies of  Food Safety Officers. (KNO)

J&K Gets Rs 173.44
TB Report 2024, while the proportion declined to 25 per 

cent in 2024 as per the Global TB Report 2025.
The Ministry further said that the country’s estimated TB 

incidence declined by 21 per cent from 237 per lakh population 
in 2015 to 187 in 2024, while estimated TB mortality declined 
by 25 per cent from 28 per lakh population to 21 during the 
same period. Treatment coverage increased from 53 per cent 
in 2015 to 92 per cent in 2024.

Among measures to tackle multi-drug-resistant TB, the 
government has focused on early detection, free drugs and 
diagnostics, universal drug susceptibility testing, decen-
tralised treatment centres and shorter all-oral treatment 
regimens.

The Ministry said universal drug susceptibility testing 
is being undertaken through 11,296 nucleic acid amplifica-
tion test laboratories, while the country has established 108 
Line Probe Assay laboratories, 74 Liquid Culture Testing 
Laboratories, 37 Intermediate Reference Laboratories and 
six National Reference Laboratories.

The government has also established 815 Drug Resistant 
TB treatment centres and introduced the BPaLM regimen for 
management of  drug-resistant TB cases.

The Ministry said funds for the National TB Elimination 
Programme are provided to all States and Union Territories 
under the National Health Mission as part of  the RCH Flexi-
pool—(KNO)

Sewage, Waste Threaten
Open garbage dumping was observed near residential 

areas, while grey water from households was found flowing 
towards the lake. Solid waste was also noticed around the 
Kondabal area.

The CPCB further observed that a portion of  the Lar Canal 
directly enters Manasbal Lake, raising concerns over the 
movement of  wastewater and solid waste into the wetland.

The pollution concerns are particularly significant as 
Manasbal is not only an ecologically important water body 
but also a popular tourist destination known for its clear 
waters, lotus blooms and surrounding landscape.

The wetland also serves as a source of  drinking water for 
residents of  Safapora, Sumbal, Sonawari and adjoining areas 
of  Ganderbal and Bandipora districts.

The case before the NGT alleges that untreated sewage 
from 14 villages is being discharged into the Manasbal Wet-
land through the Lar Canal.

Bhat, represented by advocates Rahul Chowdhary and 
Shreepuna Dasgupta, had submitted before the Tribunal that 
the continuous inflow of  untreated wastewater was degrad-
ing the lake's ecology.

On January 30, the NGT Principal Bench directed the 
CPCB to conduct an assessment and submit its findings.

The CPCB also carried out physico-chemical and heavy-
metal analysis of  the samples. While most heavy metals, 
including arsenic, cadmium, chromium, cobalt, copper, lead, 
nickel and selenium, were below detectable limits, manga-
nese was detected in six samples and zinc in some samples.

Iron was recorded at 1.37 mg per litre in the Lar Canal 
sample.

The report noted that the pollution was primarily evident 
through biological contamination and wastewater discharge 
rather than widespread heavy-metal contamination.

The authorities, meanwhile, have reported several mea-
sures aimed at improving the condition of  the lake.

The WMDA informed the CPCB that dredging had been 
undertaken after a gap of  more than 12 years, covering 
around 70,000 square feet.

Selective manual de-weeding was also carried out, with 
around 1.60 lakh square metres of  the lake surface cleared 
by March 17, 2026. About 7,202.50 cubic metres of  weeds were 
removed during the exercise, involving an expenditure of  
around Rs 22 lakh in 2025-26.

A sanitation contract covering collection and disposal of  
solid waste around the lake has also been awarded for an area 
of  approximately 6.44 lakh square metres.

The WMDA said a Detailed Project Report for a sewage 
treatment plant (STP) had been prepared by the Urban Envi-
ronmental Engineering Department in consultation with the 
J&K Economic Reconstruction Agency.

However, the proposed STP remains a key concern for 
environmentalists, who say the absence of  effective sewage 
treatment is allowing wastewater to continue reaching the 
wetland.

The WMDA said communications had been sent to the 
Irrigation and Flood Control Department seeking measures, 
including mesh fencing at canal nodes, to prevent solid waste 
from entering the lake through the Lar Canal.

The authority has also taken up the relocation of  Kondabal 
village with the concerned departments and said land had been 
identified for an Integrated Solid Waste Management Plant.

Bhat said residents of  Safapora and adjoining areas had 
been repeatedly raising concerns over pollution in the lake.

"Locals of  Safapora and adjoining areas, led by Civil Soci-
ety Safapora and Social Concern Group, have been highlight-
ing this issue for a long time, but authorities never took them 
seriously," he said.

He alleged that despite repeated assurances that an STP 
would be established to protect the lake, the project had not 
materialised.

"This is criminal negligence on the part of  authorities 
and this will be placed on record before the NGT," Bhat said.

He said the matter would be taken up before the Tribunal 
and expressed hope that environmental compensation would 
be imposed on authorities responsible for the degradation of  
the water body.

The CPCB submitted its final report before the NGT on 
August 3, 2026.

The findings have brought renewed attention to the grow-
ing pressure on Manasbal Lake, where sewage inflow, house-
hold wastewater, garbage dumping and weed growth are 
increasingly emerging as threats to its ecological health.

For a lake celebrated for its lotus-covered waters and 
scenic surroundings, the contamination findings offer a stark 
reminder that its picturesque surface masks a deeper envi-
ronmental problem that authorities now face pressure to 
address—(KNO)

SRINAGAR  | Sunday-09-August-2026 06

        CMYK                CMYK        

www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

DAR MATTING SHOP
DEALS IN:- BLANKETS, BED SHEETS, BED COVERS, PILLOW COVERS, DOOR MATS, ROOM SHEETS, GRAPHICS, LINING, ROTTERY & MUCH MORE

ADDRESS:- SADAT MARKET, NEAR PNB, SHADIPORA SUMBAL +91- 9906230114-  6006600834



        CMYK        

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

NEWS
www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

        CMYK        

SRINAGAR   |  Sunday, 09, August 2026 07

GOVERNMENT OF (U.T) JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI (PHE) DEPTT.
GROUND WATER DIVISION SRINAGAR

BAGHI-ALI-MARDAN,NOWSHARA SRINAGAR.
E-mail:-   hakeemmushtaq.75316@jk.gov.in    Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285

EXTENSION NOTICE 6TH.
Subject:  AMC for the 550-200 and 575-225 Diesel Powered Screw Air (Elgi) Compressors. 
Reference:	 This	office	Fresh	e-NIT	No.	17-JS-PHE/GWDS/Mech.	of	2026-27,	 issued	vide	endorsement	No:	JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/

Camp./	1875-85-20,	dated:	25-05-2026.	Bearing	Tender	ID	No.	2026_PHE_310884_2.
Due	to	“NO	Response”	for	the	above	mentioned	works	advertised	videe-NIT	No.	and	Tender	ID	No’s	under	reference.	Which	was	scheduled	
to	be	downloaded	till	07-08-2026	Up-to	01:00	PM	are	extended	as	per	the	details	given	below:	-

S.No. Item Fresh Date
1. Period of submission of bids 18-08-2026 Up-to  11:00 AM
2. Date of opening of tenders 19-08-2026 at 11:00 AM

NOTE:
All	other	terms	and	conditions	shall	remain	same	as	laid	down	in	the	aforesaid	e-NIT	issued	vide	above	referred	endstt:	nos.
No:	-JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp./6600-09	 Sd/=	
Dated:	07-08-2026.	 Executive	Engineer
DIPK-4326-26	 		Jal	Shakti	(PHE)	Deptt.
DT:	08/08/2026	 Ground	Water	Division	Srinagar.

OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER
SOCIAL FORESTRY DIVISION PULWAMA.

e-NIT No : 02 of 2026-27, Dated 08-08-2026.
(Scheme: CAPEX District Pulwama)

For and on behalf of the Hon’ble President of India, e-tenders (Two cover system) are invited from registered, reputed and resourceful 
Contractors/Firms registered with Jammu & Kashmir Govt./Central Govt. Organizations for the following works:-
Name of Works:

S.NO Name of Work Adv. Cost 
in Lacs

EMD Percentage 
of Adv. Cost

Tender Docu-
ment Cost

Class Of 
Contractor

Time of Com-
pletion in Days

1

PART I
DISTRICT: PULWAMA
Scheme : CAPEX District Pulwama 2026-27.
Maintenance and Upgradation of Guard Hut at 
Arigam Nursery Scheme:CAPEX
Location Arigam Nursery
Range: SF Range Awantipora 2nd
Details of Work To be
Executed: strictly as per the
estimate and Uploaded BOQ against the work 
published vide this E-NIT.

2.40 2% 200 “D” 30

2.

Maintenance and Upgradation of Guard Hut at 
Divisional Office Arigam
 Scheme:CAPEX
Location Arigam 
Range: SF Range Awantipora 2nd
Details of Work To be
Executed: strictly as per the estimate and Uploaded 
BOQ against the work published vide this E-NIT.

2.185 2% 200 “D” 30

The e-NIT consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill of quantities,(B.O.Q), Set of Terms & Conditions of 
contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental Website:-www.jktenders.gov.in

Position of Funds: Budgeted
Position of AA: Accorded. Position of TS:Accorded.
Publishing Date :-    08 -08-2026 at 1.00 PM
Download StartDate :-    08 -08-2026 at 1.00 PM
Bid submission StartDate :-    08-08-2026 at 1.00 PM
Bid submission End Date :-     17-08-2026 Till 6.55 Pm
Date of Opening of Technical Bid (online) :- 18-08-2026  in the Office of the Divisional Forest Officer, Social Forestry Division Pulwama
Date of Opening of Financial Bid ( online) :- To be notified separately after opening of technical cover.

No.:SF/PUL/Plg/390-94,  Divisional Forest Officer 
Dated:  08 -08-2026 Social Forestry Division 
 Pulwama

DIPK-4311-26
DT: 08/08/2026

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER FLOOD CONTROL 
DIVISION KAKAPORA (I & F C DEPARTMENT)

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
 e-NIT No:-06 of 2026-27

 For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, e-tenders (in single Cover System) on percentage 
(%)  basis are invited from approved and eligible contractors registered with the J &K Government for the following Work to be opened by 
the Executive Engineer Flood Control Division Kakapora. 

S No Name of work
Estt. Cost 

(₹. in 
lakh)

Earnest 
Money (In 

Rs.)

Cost of 
T/ Doc. 

(in₹.)

M.H of 
Account

Time of 
Comple-

tion

Class of 
contract

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08

1
Construction of F.P work by way of crate on left side Trichal 
branch of Sasara Nallah at village Koil RD 5850m at 
spots. 

3.75 7500/ 400/ 2711 M&R 25 days DEE

2
Construction of flood protection anti erosion work by way 
of crates on right side of Tongri Nallah down stream Zain-
pora bridge near hospital at Zainpora.

2.91 5820/ 300/ 2711 M&R 25 days DEE

3
Construction of Anti erosion work by way of laying of 
crates over existing crate wall on right side of watalAra 
near house of mohd Ramzan wani and others.

4.05 8100/ 400/ 2711 M&R 30 days DEE

4 Construction of flood protection, Anti erosion work by way 
of crates on Right side of Tongri Nallah at village Sofipora. 2.63 5260/ 300/ 2711 M&R 25 days DEE

5 Removal of slit/Mulba from choked tributaries at spots of 
khrew Nallah from Gousia Colony to Qalib Kadil Pampore 1.50 3000/ 200/ 2711 M&R 15 days DEE

6 Flood protection bund on left side of Sasara Nallah at 
Kathuhallan opposite PS Kathuhallan at RD 700m 3.34 6680/ 300/ 2711 M&R 30 days DEE

7 Flood protection on right side of Lar Nallah at village Nae-
wa RD 2600m at spots 3.26 6520/ 300/ 2711 M&R 30 days DEE

8 Construction of flood protection work by way of toe crates 
on right side of River Jhelum at LIS lethpora RD 39.85 km.. 2.895 5790/ 300/ 2711 M&R 25 days DEE

9
Construction of F.P Work by way of laying of Concrete wall 
on both side of F.P Bund of River Jhelum at Lethpora up-
stream Hajibal Bridge.

2.95 5900/ 300/ 2711 M&R 20 days DEE

10 Repairment of damaged Ghat left side of River Jhelum at 
Kadizal 4.013 8026/ 400/ 2711 M&R 30 days DEE

No of works:- 10 No’s
Position of AAA:- Accorded  by  Superintending Engineer Hydl. Circle Pulwama HQ.Shopain  vide order  SE/HYD/SPN/DB/27 of 

06/2026-27 dt.27-06-2026
Technical Sanction: Sanctioned  by  Superintending Engineer Hydl. Circle Pulwama HQ.Shopain  vide order  T.S No.07 of 06/2026-27 

dt.10-07-2026 and  vide this office Order No.02 of 08/2026 dated 01-08-2026. 
Position of funds: 50% available (Committed) 
1. The Bidding document consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, set of terms  and conditions and 

other details can be seen/ downloaded on e-procurement Portal www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below: -
1. Date of issue of Tender Notice 07/08/2026 from 1800 Hrs
2. Date of start of downloading 07/08/2026 from 1800 Hrs.
3. Bid submission start Date Technical/Financial Cover 07/08/2026 from 1800 Hrs.
4. Bid Submission end date  28/08/2026 up to 1800 Hrs.
5. Date & Time of opening of Tenders 29/08/2026  at      1200 Hrs.

I. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document fee(Non- Refundable/ Non- transferrable) and Earnest Money Deposit  
(2% of the Advertised cost ) to be deposited into Bank Account No.0367010200000608 IFSC code:JAKATANKEE,Account 
Name:Chief Engineer Kashmir Irrigation and Flood Control  (mentioning therein NIT No, Sr. No of work and Adv. Cost of work) & 
date on it must not be prior to date of issuance of this tender Notice,  

II. The Bidders/Tenderers should mandatorily disclose the bank account number which is linked with their GSTIN at the time of bid 
submission No payments shall be released by the Government to any other Bank account except the one linked with the GST 
registered number.  As per JK Finance Departments’ Circular No. 01 ( Adm) FD of 2025 dated 08-07-2025.

III. The bidders/tenderers shall have to upload Self attested  undertaking to the effect that the registered card of the contractor has 
not been  blacklisted/Debarred by any department nor the contractor has been declared insolvent by any court of Law.

IV. The L1 has to deposit 3% of Project Cost as Performance Security as per the above prescribed mechanism given in para  01 part I.
All other terms and conditions as laid down in the PWD Form 25 Double shall also remain in force.
No. FCDK/CS/3719-3730   Sd/-
Dated:- 07 -08-2026 (Er. Farooq Ahmad Ganie)
DIPK-4299-26  Executive Engineer
DT: 08/08/2026 Flood Control Division Kakapora

US Vice President Vance 

dials PM Modi, discusses 

strategic partnership

NIT Srinagar to host 
AI Challenge for 
Kashmiri TranslationIANS

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Saturday received a phone 
call from the US Vice-
President JD Vance; both 
discussed ways to further 
deepen India-US Compre-
hensive Global Strategic 
Partnership across key 
areas. PM Modi also con-
gratulated JD Vance and 
his wife, Usha Vance, on 
the birth of  their son and 
conveyed best wishes to 
the family.

"Received a phone call 
from US Vice-President JD 
Vance. We discussed ways 
to further deepen India-
US Comprehensive Global 
Strategic Partnership 
across key areas. Warmly 
congratulated him and the 
Second Lady on the birth 
of  their son and conveyed 
best wishes to the entire 
family," PM Modi said on 
social media platform X.

According to a state-
ment by the Prime Min-
ister’s Office (PMO), PM 
Modi and J.D. Vance noted 
the sustained momentum 
in the high-level engage-
ments and reaffirmed their 
commitment to further 
strengthening cooperation 
in various sectors.

"They noted the sus-
tained momentum in the 
high-level engagements 
and reaffirmed their 
commitment to further 

strengthening cooperation 
in trade, defence, critical 
and emerging technolo-
gies, energy security and 
critical minerals. They 
also exchanged views on 
regional and global devel-
opments of  mutual inter-
est," the PMO said.

In July this year, US 
Secretary of  State Marco 
Rubio and External Affairs 
Minister (EAM) S Jaishan-
kar agreed to accelerate 
work on key defence agree-
ments and conclude an 
interim bilateral trade deal 
that Washington said is 
"almost complete", signal-
ling fresh momentum in 
the strategic partnership 
between the two countries.

The two leaders met in 
Manila on the sidelines of  
the ASEAN Foreign Min-
isters' meetings, where 
they also reviewed devel-
opments in the Middle 
East and the Indo-Pacific, 
according to a US State 
Department readout.

"Secretary Rubio met 
today with Indian External 
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar in Manila. The Secre-
tary (Rubio) and Minister 
Jaishankar discussed recent 
developments in the Middle 
East and the Indo-Pacific," 
State Department Spokes-
person Tommy Pigott said 
in the official readout.

The two sides also 
reviewed progress on 
defence cooperation.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Nation-
al Institute of  Technol-
ogy (NIT) Srinagar has 
announced KATHE 2026: 
AI Challenge for Kashmiri 
Language Translation, a 
national-level competition 
that aims to harness Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI) and 
Natural Language Process-
ing (NLP) for the preserva-
tion and advancement of  
the Kashmiri language.

The initiative is being 
organised by Gaash Lab, 
NIT Srinagar, in collabo-
ration with the Bureau of  
Indian Standards (BIS), 
with the University of  
Kashmir serving as the 
academic collaborator and 
GitHub as the primary 
sponsor.

Envisioned as a nation-
wide platform for students, 
the challenge seeks to pro-
mote the application of  AI 
and NLP to one of  India's 
low-resource languages.

The competition focuses 
on developing English-to-
Kashmiri machine trans-
lation models and will be 
hosted on the Kaggle plat-
form, allowing participants 
to build, test, and evaluate 
computational models for a 
language that remains sig-
nificantly underrepresent-
ed in modern AI systems.

The organisers said 

KATHE 2026 is intended 
to encourage students, 
researchers and technol-
ogy enthusiasts from 
across the country to con-
tribute to the development 
of  language technologies 
for Kashmiri while show-
casing the broader role of  
AI in supporting regional 
languages.

The initiative aims to 
bring together academia, 
researchers and technol-
ogy stakeholders to create 
a collaborative ecosystem 
where innovation can con-
tribute to technological 
advancement as well as the 
preservation of  linguistic 
heritage.

Online submissions 
for the competition are 
now open on Kaggle, 
where participants can 
register, access the com-
petition dataset, evalu-
ation framework and 
other learning resources 
before submitting their 
machine translation 
models. The competition 
is open to students from 
across India, and the last 
date for online submis-
sions is August 17, 2026.

The competition will 
conclude with an offline 
finale on August 21, 2026, 
at NIT Srinagar, where 
shortlisted teams will dem-
onstrate their AI models 
during a live evaluation.

The event will also fea-
ture expert lectures and 
interactive sessions focus-
ing on Artificial Intelli-
gence, Natural Language 
Processing, language tech-
nology, and the unique 
challenges involved in 
developing AI systems for 
low-resource languages 
such as Kashmiri.

The organisers said the 
finale will conclude with 
the felicitation of  the win-
ning teams in recognition 
of  their innovative and 
technically strong con-
tributions to English-to-
Kashmiri machine trans-
lation.

They added that the 
competition is expected to 
inspire the next generation 
of  AI researchers to devel-
op inclusive language tech-
nologies that reflect India's 
linguistic diversity while 
creating new opportunities 
for Kashmiri to become an 
active part of  the country's 
rapidly evolving digital 
and artificial intelligence 
ecosystem.

KATHE 2026 is a signifi-
cant AI initiative focused 
on the Kashmiri language. 
It will give participants 
hands-on experience with 
AI-driven language tech-
nologies and strengthen 
research and innovation 
in regional language com-
puting.

NUCFDC's headquarters to shift to Maharashtra, says HM Amit Shah
IANS

MUMBAI: Union Cooperation Min-
ister Amit Shah said on Saturday 
that the 'Umbrella Organisation' 
will play a crucial role in making the 

urban co-operative banking sector 
modern, transparent, trustworthy, 
and technology-driven.

This initiative will significantly 
boost the expansion of urban co-
operative banking networks to 

every tehsil across the country.
Making a major announcement 

for the nation's urban co-operative 
banking sector, the Union Home 
Minister added that the head-
quarters of the National Urban 

Co-operative Finance and Develop-
ment Corporation (NUCFDC) will be 
shifted from Delhi to Maharashtra.

"Maharashtra alone accounts 
for 449 co-operative banks and 
contributes immensely to India's 

co-operative banking landscape. 
States, including Maharashtra, 
Gujarat, Goa, and Karnataka, host 
a substantial concentration of the 
country's urban co-operative banks. 
Therefore, locating the umbrella 

organisation's headquarters in 
Maharashtra is both practical and 
advantageous. The ultimate objec-
tive is to bring all urban co-operative 
banks under a single umbrella," 
Union Minister Shah said.
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CM Omar meets MLAs, 
unveils Kashmir Super 
League jersey

GMK SPORTS DESK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah Sat-
urday met MLA Bani Dr 
Rameshwar Singh and 
MLA Lal Chowk Sheikh 
Ahsan Pardesi at Raabita 
here, who apprised him of  
various matters concern-
ing their respective con-

stituencies.
The Chief  Minister dis-

cussed the issues raised by 
the legislators and assured 
that matters pertaining to 
public welfare and devel-
opment would receive due 
consideration.

Later, the Chief  Min-
ister met a delegation led 
by Kashmir Super League 

(KSL) Organizer Mushtaq 
Bashir, which apprised 
him of  plans for the upcom-
ing Kashmir Super League 
2026 in Srinagar.

On the occasion, Chief  
Minister Omar Abdullah 
unveiled the jersey and 
football specially designed 
for the Kashmir Super 
League.

East Bengal FC outclass South 

United FC to keep QF hopes alive
IANS

KO L K ATA :  D a n i 
Ramírez, Mohamad 
Rashid, Hardik Bhatt, 
Bipin Singh and David 
Lalhlansanga scored as 
East Bengal FC produced 
a dominant display to reg-
ister a comprehensive 5-0 
victory over South United 
FC in their final Group 
A fixture of  the 135th 
Durand Cup at the Vive-
kananda Yuba Bharati 
Krirangan in Kolkata on 
Friday.

The result takes East 
Bengal FC to six points 
from three Group A 
matches with a goal dif-
ference of  +11, leaving the 
Red and Gold Brigade well 
placed in the race to quali-
fy for the quarterfinals as 
one of  the tournament's 
best second-placed teams. 
South United FC, mean-
while, conclude their 
Durand Cup campaign 
after another spirited 
display despite the heavy 
defeat.

With both sides playing 
their final group match, 
the Red and Gold Brigade 
started brightly, with 
Jesin T.K. Thonikkara 
dragging an early left-
footed effort wide before 
South United captain 
Noel S made an impor-
tant intervention to halt 
another dangerous attack.

The breakthrough 

came in the sixth minute 
through a moment of  
individual brilliance from 
Dani Ramírez. Receiv-
ing the ball from captain 
Mohamad Basim Rashid, 
the Spaniard shifted onto 
his preferred foot before 
unleashing a stunning 
long-range strike into the 
top far corner, leaving 
goalkeeper Sunil Singh 
with no chance.

East Bengal contin-
ued to dominate posses-
sion, with Jeakson Singh, 
Ramírez and Jesin com-
bining neatly through 
midfield while wingers 
Edmund Lalrindika and 
P.V. Vishnu stretched the 
South United defence.

Sandip Mandi deliv-
ered an inviting cross that 
narrowly evaded Vishnu 
before Jesin's close-range 
header was denied by Noel 

S, who produced another 
timely defensive inter-
vention. Moments later, 
Basim Rashid's cross 
found Ignacio Monsalve 
Vicente inside the penal-
ty area, but the defender's 
header drifted wide.

Despite East Bengal's 
sustained pressure, South 
United defended reso-
lutely. Rowan James and 
Rishik Shetty produced 
a series of  crucial blocks 
and clearances as the vis-
itors crowded their own 
penalty area, forcing the 
Kolkata giants to attempt 
efforts from distance.

The second goal even-
tually arrived in the 
24th minute from a well-
worked corner. Dani 
Ramírez's delivery from 
the right was flicked on 
at the near post by Jesin, 
allowing Basim Rashid to 

power a header into the 
net at the far post.

Ramírez continued 
to orchestrate proceed-
ings and nearly extended 
the lead with successive 
efforts, one of  which 
was brilliantly saved 
by Sunil Singh before 
another drifted narrowly 
wide. The Spaniard then 
produced a delightful 
through ball to release 
Vishnu, but the winger 
lifted his finish over both 
the advancing goalkeeper 
and the crossbar.

South United remained 
compact defensively, com-
mitting bodies behind the 
ball and frustrating East 
Bengal despite the hosts' 
overwhelming domi-
nance. Their only notable 
opportunity of  the first 
half  came in the 40th 
minute when Md Altaf  

Hussain's effort took a 
deflection, forcing Gourab 
Shaw into a sharp save.

Vishnu was denied 
once again in first-half  
stoppage time by Sunil 
Singh as East Bengal 
went into the interval 
with a deserved 2-0 lead, 
having enjoyed 84 per cent 
possession while register-
ing 21 shots, six of  them 
on target, compared to 
no attempts from South 
United.

The pattern continued 
after the restart, with East 
Bengal controlling posses-
sion while South United 
defended deep in search 
of  opportunities on the 
counter.

Makakmayum Daniyal 
nearly produced a spec-
tacular goal in the 54th 
minute, spotting Gourab 
Shaw off  his line and 
attempting an ambitious 
effort from near the half-
way line. The ball, however, 
curled harmlessly wide.

South United almost 
found a way back into 
the contest shortly after 
the hour mark. Mus-
tafa Shaikh delivered an 
excellent cross that Dani-
yal met ahead of  Sandip 
Mandi and Anwar Ali. 
The forward cleverly 
lifted the ball over the 
goalkeeper but could not 
direct it goalwards before 
narrowly failing to apply 
the finishing touch.

Odisha clinch 16th Hockey India Junior 
Men National Championship 2026 title

IANS

COIMBATORE: Hockey 
Association of  Odisha 
emerged champions of  
the 16th Hockey India 
Junior Men National 
Championship 2026 - Divi-
sion ‘A’ after defeating 
Hockey Madhya Pradesh 
2-1 in an exciting final 
held in Coimbatore, 
Tamil Nadu

The final witnessed an 
intense battle between 
two determined sides, 
with Odisha making a 
strong start to take an 
early lead. Mandeep Ker-
ketta opened the scoring 
in the second minute, 
giving Odisha an early 
advantage and putting 
Madhya Pradesh under 
pressure.

Hockey Madhya 
Pradesh fought back 
strongly and continued 
to create opportunities, 
but Odisha’s defence 
remained resilient. The 
match remained closely 

contested as both teams 
battled for control in the 
midfield and looked to 
create openings in the 
attacking circle.

Madhya Pradesh even-
tually found the equaliser 
through Sohil Ali in the 
37th minute, setting up 
an exciting final quar-
ter. However, Odisha 
responded with renewed 
intensity and regained 
the lead through their 
captain, Deepak Pradhan, 
who found the back of  the 
net in the 45th minute.

With the champion-
ship title at stake, Madhya 
Pradesh pushed forward 
in search of  another 
equaliser in the closing 
stages. Odisha, however, 
held their shape and 
defended resolutely to 
preserve their 2-1 advan-
tage until the final hooter. 
The victory saw Hockey 
Association of  Odisha 
crowned champions of  
the 16th Hockey India 
Junior Men National 

Championship 2026.
In the third-place 

match, Hockey Punjab 
produced an impressive 
attacking display to defeat 
Hockey Jharkhand 6-3 and 
secure the bronze medal.

Punjab made a strong 
start, with Gurwinder 
Singh finding the net in 
the 11th minute. Jarman 
Singh, who captained the 
side, then scored twice in 
quick succession in the 
34th and 36th minutes. 
Charanjeet Singh added 
two goals in the 52nd 
and 53rd minutes, while 
Ajaypal Singh completed 
Punjab’s tally with a goal 
in the 41st minute.

Jharkhand fought until 
the final whistle, with 
Patras Hassa completing 
a hat-trick through goals 
in the 33rd, 40th and 56th 
minutes. However, Pun-
jab’s attacking efficiency 
ensured they secured a 
convincing 6-3 victory 
and finished third in the 
tournament.

Half-centuries from Rohit and Sanjay power Guwahati 
Royals to eight-wicket win over Tezpur Titans

IANS

GUWAHATI: Guwahati 
Royals chased down 147 
against Tezpur Titans to 
secure an eight-wicket win 
in Match 15 of  the Assam 
Premier League 2026 at the 
ACA Stadium, Guwahati on 
Saturday.

The win leads them to 
second place on the points 
table.

Half-centuries from Rohit 
Sen and Sanjay Kumar 
Singh set up the chase for 
Royals, with the duo stitch-
ing together a stellar open-
ing stand to see their side 
home comfortably. Earlier, 
Mrinmoy Dutta was the 
pick of  the bowlers, picking 
up three wickets to restrict 
Tezpur Titans after a blis-
tering innings from Wasim 
Akram Haque.

Having won the toss and 
opting to bat, Tezpur Titans 
got off  to a stuttering start, 
losing Mohammad Kaif  
and Roshan Topno inside 
the powerplay. Wasim then 
anchored the innings with 
a sublime knock, striking 

82 off  just 54 balls studded 
with three fours and seven 
sixes. With that knock, he 
recorded the second high-
est individual score in the 
tournament so far. He com-
bined for an 82-run stand for 
the third wicket with Nihar 
Deka to put the innings back 
on track.

However, Titans lost their 
way in the closing stages 
after losing Haque, which 
triggered a collapse. Mrin-
moy Dutta then struck twice 
in the space of  three balls to 
remove Danish Ahmed and 
skipper Ayushman Mala-
kar. Nipan Deka and Deepak 

Gohain also chipped in with 
a wicket apiece as the bowl-
ing side scalped their last 
five wickets for just 12 runs, 
restricting Titans to 146/8 
after 20 overs.

In response, Guwahati 
Royals were given a flying 
start by Rohit Sen and 
Sanjay Kumar Singh. The 
pair raced to 108 without 
loss inside the first ten overs 
as they unleashed a flurry 
of strokes. Sen looked in fine 
touch as he scored 65 off  30 
balls, striking three fours 
and four sixes on his way 
to the fastest half-century 
in the tournament (23 balls).

Indian junior pickleball players shine 
at Asian Junior Championship in 
Thailand, secure three medals

IANS

THAILAND: Indian junior 
pickleball players delivered 
a strong performance at the 
Asia Pickleball Junior Open 
/ Asian Junior Champion-
ship 2026, securing three 
medals at the continental 
championship held at Mahi-
dol University in Nakhon 
Pathom, Thailand.

Organised by the Asia 
Federation of  Pickleball 
(AFP), the three day cham-
pionship brought together 
some of  Asia’s leading 
emerging junior pickleball 
talent across multiple age 
categories. The tournament 
provided young athletes 
with a high performance 
international platform to 
compete against strong 
opposition, gain valuable 
international exposure and 
represent their countries on 
the continental stage.

India’s medal winning 
campaign was led by Stuti 
and Anjali, who clinched 
the gold medal in the U18 
Girls’ Doubles after an 

impressive campaign. 
Anjali Pol added another 
medal to India’s tally by 
securing the silver medal in 
the U18 Girls’ Singles, while 
Aadya and Keerthi secured 
the bronze medal in the U12 
Girls’ Doubles.

Commenting on the per-
formance, Arvind Prabhoo 
said, “This is a very encour-
aging performance from 
our young Indian players 
at the Asian Junior Cham-
pionship. Winning a gold, 
silver and bronze across 
different age categories 
reflects the growing depth 
and potential of  junior 
pickleball in India. Interna-
tional exposure at this stage 
is extremely important for 
the development of  these 
athletes, and performanc-
es like these give us great 
confidence in the future of  
Indian pickleball.”

Ashmita Chaliha storms into 

final of Korea Masters Super 300
IANS

NEW DELHI: India's Ash-
mita Chaliha showcased 
brilliant resilience to book 
her spot in the women’s 
singles final of  the Korea 
Masters Super 300, beating 
compatriot Rakshmitha 
Ramraj in the semifinal 
played at the Asan Yi Sun-
sin Gymnasium in Asan, 
Korea, on Saturday.

In a thrilling all-Indian 
semifinal, Ashmita over-
came compatriot Rak-
shitha 21-13, 16-21, 21-13.

After dropping a tight 
second game, Chaliha 
bounced back aggressive-
ly to dictate the decider, 
continuing the Indian con-
tingent's stellar run at the 
tournament. She will now 
battle China’s Han Qianxi 
for the title in the summit 
clash.

The experienced Ash-
mita had on Friday packed 
off  top seed Hina Akechi 
of  Japan 20-22, 21-15, 21-19. 
In the other quarterfinal 
match, Rakshitha got the 
better of  Chinese Taipei 
Open champion Tanvi 
Sharma 18-21, 21-19, 21-18 

in another gruelling quar-
terfinal clash.

Ashmita, the 26-year-old 
from Guwahati, Assam, 
and Rakshitha, who both 
ended up playing for over 
an hour in the quarterfi-
nals, were the only Indian 
players still in the fray at 
the end of  the quarterfi-
nals. Ashmita will now face 
the winner of  the clash 
between fourth seed Han 
Qian Xi of  China and the 
unseeded Kim Ga Ram of  
South Korea.

The men’s doubles 
combination of  Pruthvi K 
Roy and Krishna Prasad 
G went down 21-7, 21-8 
against Malaysia’s Man 

Wei Chong and Soh Wooi 
Yik in the quarterfinals.

The BWF World Tour 
Super 300 Series event, 
which ends on Sunday, 
has a total prize fund of  
USD 250,000. The tourna-
ment was founded in 2007 
and was held as an Inter-
national Challenge-level 
tournament, the fourth 
level of  international bad-
minton tournaments, till 
2010 before being convert-
ed into a BWF Grand Prix 
Gold event in 2011.

The Grand Prix Gold 
event ceased in 2017, and 
the Korea Masters became 
a part of  the BWF World 
Tour Super 300.


