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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

Use modern technologies like remote sensing, geospatial map-
ping, and AI to track glacier retreat, spring flow, soil health, and 
forest cover. This data should inform every development project 
in the region, the Lieutenant Governor said.

Lok Bhavan Jammu & Kashmir
@LokBhavanJandK

“BY PLACING NATURE AT THE CENTRE OF DEVELOPMENT, INTEGRATING MODERN technology 
with traditional wisdom, and involving communities as equal partners, the Himalayan region can build resilience against climate 
change. We must remember that Himalayas are not merely a geographical entity but a living heritage that demands foresight, 

patience, and responsibility,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

Cabinet to 
meet today

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir cabinet is set 
to meet today afternoon to 
discuss various adminis-
trative proposals, sources 
disclosed.

Sources said that Chief  
Minister Omar Abdul-
lah will chair the cabinet 
meeting at 4:00 PM to 
deliberate on 17 propos-
als submitted by different 
departments.

The meeting will be 
held at the Civil Secretari-
at in Srinagar.

Earlier, on Monday, 
Minister Sakina Itoo said 
the government has pre-
pared a cabinet memo-
randum to provide com-
passionate appointments 
to the relatives of  Angan-
wadi workers and helpers 
who die while in service.

Addressing an aware-
ness programme in 
Baramulla, Itoo, said the 
proposal seeks to ensure 
that a family member of  
a deceased Anganwadi 
worker or helper is given 
priority for appointment 
without the need for a 
fresh advertisement.

She said the cabinet memo 
is ready and will be taken up 
for further approval.

The minister acknowl-
edged that Anganwadi 
workers and P-06

Cloudbursts, 
Flash Floods 
Claim 2 In J&K

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Two persons 
were killed as multiple cloud-
bursts and intense rainfall bat-
tered several parts of  Jammu 
and Kashmir on Monday, trig-
gering flash floods, damaging 
roads, bridges, houses and 
agricultural land.

Meanwhile, the traffic on 
the strategic Jammu-Srinagar 
National Highway was sus-
pended, while as rescue teams 
evacuated dozens of stranded 
residents in different areas.

According to the details 
available, a woman was 
killed after a cloudburst 
triggered flash floods in the 
Himli area of  Lolab in North 

Kashmir's Kupwara district, 
while another man drowned 
in a water body in Singhpora 
area of  Baramulla amid the 
inclement weather, officials 
said. The deceased were iden-
tified as Naseema Begum, wife 
of  Mohd Ayub, a resident of  
Warnow and Murtaza Bashir 
son of  Bashir Ahmad Lone a 
resident of  Boniyar area of  
Baramulla district.

The worst-hit district in 
Kashmir was Shopian, where 
cloudbursts in the upper 
reaches triggered flash floods 
in Zawoora, Badrhama and 
Kijarsinda villages.

Officials said floodwaters 
entered several residential 
houses in Badrhama P-06

‘J&K Govt School Teaching 
Staff Plummets By Over 4,800’

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: In Jammu 
and Kashmir, ‘the teach-
ing staff  in government-
run-schools have dropped 
by over 4800 in the past 
three years.’

According to the offi-
cial figures available, 

Jammu and Kashmir has 
recorded a reduction of  
4811 teaching staff  since 
the academic year 2023-24 
to 2025-26.

The figures reveal that 
in the academic year 2023-
24, Jammu and Kashmir 
had a total of  96,370 teach-
ers in government P-06

LG Calls For Nature-Based Solutions For 
Building Climate Resilience In Himalayas
Says Young Population 
India’s Greatest Strength

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Manoj Sinha Monday 
attended Islamic University of  
Science & Technology (IUST) 
conference on Strengthening 
Climate Resilience and Liveli-
hoods in the Himalayan Region 
through Nature-based Solu-
tions. He also inaugurated Civil 
and Mechanical Engineering 
Block at the main campus, 
IUST’s Larmoo Campus and 
the Law School. The Lieutenant 
Governor congratulated the 
IUST for their initiatives and 
lauded the University's policy 
brief  on the Drug-Free Jammu 
Kashmir campaign.

The Lieutenant Governor 
highlighted the alarming pace of  
climate change in the Himalayan 
region. He noted that between 
January and August last year, 
the Himalayas witnessed a nat-
ural disaster almost every day. 
In Jammu Kashmir alone, flash 
floods and cloudbursts have 
damaged public infrastructure, 
disrupting roads, water supply 

schemes, and power feeders. The 
Lieutenant Governor observed 
that there is no dichotomy 
between development and con-
servation and the nature itself  
is infrastructure.

“For example, constructing 
a watershed is also an effective 
flood-control system. It is infra-
structure that also serves as a 
water purification system and 
forms the basis of  an irrigation 
system. Similarly, a wetland is 
nature’s vast reservoir because 

it absorbs excess water during 
the monsoon and then slowly 
gives life to surrounding areas 
during the dry months. A dense 
forested mountain slope is in 
fact like a strong wall that pro-
tects the entire mountain from 
collapsing onto the villages 
below. Therefore, I believe that 
when we destroy these natural 
systems, we are playing with 
the future. But when we con-
serve and restore these natural 
systems, we are investing in a 

bright future,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
urged the scientists and domain 
experts to bring Nature-based 
Solutions out of  the margins of  
development planning and place 
them at its centre. He also placed 
six major recommendations 
before policymakers, scientists, 
and engineers.

“Use modern technologies 
like remote sensing, geospatial 
mapping, and AI to track gla-
cier retreat, spring flow, soil 
health, and forest cover. This 
data should inform every devel-
opment project in the region. 
Nature-based Solutions must be 
embedded into project budget-
ing, appraisal, and monitoring. 
Farmers, shepherds, orchard 
owners, and tribal communi-
ties must be equal stakeholders. 
Their generational knowledge 
of  rivers, mountains, and forests 
is invaluable. Annual budget 
reviews should include wheth-
er forests and ecosystems have 
grown richer or weaker, ensur-
ing accountability for environ-
mental wealth. Establish plat-
forms for long-term cooperation 
among scientists, policymakers, 
and communities P-06

CM To Preside Over Main I-Day 
Function At Bakshi Stadium

REHAN QAYOOM 

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah will preside 
over and take the salute at 
the main Independence Day 
function to be held at Bakshi 
Stadium, Srinagar.

According to a commu-
niqué issued to divisional 
commissioners by the Gen-
eral Administration Depart-
ment, the Chief  Minister will 
lead the proceedings in the 
summer capital.

As per details, Deputy 
Chief  Minister Surinder 
Kumar Choudhary will 
take the salute at the main 
Independence Day function 
in Jammu, while Sakina 
Masood Itoo will preside over 
the event in Anantnag.

Cabinet ministers Javid 

Rana, Javid Dar, and Satish 
Sharma will respectively take 
the salute at Independence 
Day functions in Poonch, 
Baramulla, and Kathua.

Advisor to the Chief  Min-
ister Nasir Aslam Wani, who 
holds cabinet status, will 
take the salute at the main 
Independence Day function 
in Kupwara, his home dis-
trict. This will be the first 
time since his P-06

J&K Sees Sharp Rise In Bank 
Fraud Cases In FY 2025-26: Centre
103 Fraud Cases Reported, Rs 6.92 Crore Recovered, Lok Sabha Informed

RAJA SYED 

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir recorded 103 financial fraud 
cases involving Rs 193.49 crore 
during the financial year 2025-26, 
with Rs 6.92 crore recovered, the 
Ministry of  Finance informed 
the Lok Sabha on Monday.

According to State/UT-wise 
data provided by the Reserve 
Bank of  India (RBI), J&K report-
ed 467 fraud cases involving Rs 
47.55 crore in FY 2023-24, of  
which Rs 3.23 crore was recov-
ered. The number of  reported 
cases declined to 298 in FY 2024-
25, while the amount involved 
rose to Rs 81.27 crore. Of  this, 
Rs 2.65 crore was recovered, the 
data, showed. In FY 2025-26, the 
number of  reported fraud cases 
stood at 103, but the amount 
involved surged to Rs 193.49 

crore, with Rs 6.92 crore recov-
ered.

The Ministry said banks are 
required to immediately report 
fraud incidents to concerned law 
enforcement agencies, includ-
ing State/UT Police, SFIO, and 
CBI, depending on the amount 
involved. It added that there are 
no defined timelines for recovery 
due to the complexity of  fraud 
cases and the involvement of  

multiple agencies, institutions, 
tribunals, and courts.

The Centre also said that 
financial fraud complaints 
reported through the National 
Cybercrime Reporting Portal 
or helpline 1930 feed into the 
Citizen Financial Cyber Fraud 
Reporting and Management 
System, which enables coordi-
nation between police agencies, 
banks, and financial P-06

'J&K Gets Rs 60,240 Crore In 
Mudra Loans Since 2015'

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received more 
than 26.57 lakh loans worth Rs 
60,240.14 crore under the Prad-
han Mantri Mudra Yojana 
(PMMY) since the scheme 
was launched in April 2015, 
according to data tabled in the 
Lok Sabha on Monday.

The figures were shared 
by the Ministry of  Finance 
in a written reply to an 
unstarred question in Parlia-
ment. The ministry said the 
scheme has widened access 
to institutional finance by 
providing collateral-free 
loans to individuals, includ-
ing informal workers, with 
viable business plans to 
establish or expand micro 

and small enterprises.
According to the state-wise 

data, Jammu and Kashmir 
accounted for 26,57,613 loan 
accounts sanctioned under 
the scheme. Of these, 6,44,876 
loans worth Rs 11,367.02 crore 
were extended to women 
entrepreneurs, highlighting 
their significant share in the 
programme’s outreach in the 
Union Territory.

The Centre said the PM 
Mudra Yojana has played 
a key role in bringing bor-
rowers from the informal 
sector into the formal bank-
ing system by enabling them 
to access institutional credit 
and build credit histories. 
The scheme offers collater-
al-free loans through banks, 
regional rural P-06

Amarnath Yatra Crosses 4.64 Lakh, 

Fresh Batch Of 1,056 Leave Jammu
7,507 Pilgrims Perform Darshan As Baltal-Bound Convoy Departs Under Tight Security

UMAISAR GULL 

SRINAGAR: The Amarnath 
Yatra tally crossed 4.64 lakh 
on Monday as 7,507 pilgrims 
paid obeisance at the holy 
cave shrine, while a fresh 
batch of  1,056 pilgrims left the 
Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas 
in Jammu for the Baltal base 
camp under tight security 
arrangements.

Figures available show that 
7,507 pilgrims, including 5,623 
men, 1,344 women, 106 chil-
dren, 36 sadhus, 14 sadhvis, 
five transgender devotees and 
379 security personnel, per-
formed darshan on Monday, 
taking the cumulative number 
of  pilgrims since the com-
mencement of  the Yatra on 
July 3 to 4,64,697.

The figures further show 
that the 26th batch of  pil-
grims departed from Bhag-
wati Nagar at 2:49 a.m. The 
batch comprised 832 men, 

205 women, two children, 15 
sadhus and two sadhvis. No 
convoy was dispatched via the 
Pahalgam route.

“The pilgrims travelled in a 

convoy of  46 vehicles, compris-
ing 24 buses, seven medium 
motor vehicles (MMVs) and 15 
light motor vehicles (LMVs), 
under a tight security escort,” 
an official said.

The official said that with the 
departure of the latest batch, the 
total number of pilgrims who 
have left the Jammu base camp 
for the ongoing pilgrimage has 
reached 1,40,748—(KNO)

“THE PILGRIMS 
travelled in a convoy 
of 46 vehicles, 

comprising 24 buses, seven 
medium motor vehicles 
(MMVs) and 15 light motor 
vehicles (LMVs), under a 
tight security escort,” 

Jmu-Sgr Highway 
Shut After Rain 
Triggers Slush

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Traffic on the 
Jammu-Srinagar National 
Highway was suspended from 
both sides near Dawal Bridge in 
Udhampur district on Monday 
evening after heavy rainfall 
caused slush and made the 
road unsafe for vehicular move-
ment, officials said.

The highway has been 
reduced to a single carriageway 
at the Dawal slide point in Sam-
roli area, where the road surface 
turned muddy and slippery fol-
lowing the rain, they said.

Teams from the National 
Highways Authority of  India 
(NHAI), along with machinery 
and Traffic Police personnel, 
have been deployed at the site 
to clear the stretch and restore 
traffic, officials said.

Commuters have been 
advised against travelling on 
NH-44 until the road is cleared 
and declared safe for movement.

Authorities also urged 
people not to pay heed to P-06

In 2026, 35 Cloudbursts 
Claimed 31 Lives Across J&K
Experts Call For Stronger Early 
Warning Systems, Hazard Mapping

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir has witnessed at 
least 35 cloudburst incidents 
this year so far, claiming 
around 31 lives and causing 
widespread destruction to 
homes, roads, bridges and 
public infrastructure.

Official data accessed, 
shows that at least 22 
cloudbursts were reported 
between June 1 and mid-July, 
while persistent heavy rain-
fall during the second half  
of  July and the beginning 

of  August triggered several 
more incidents, pushing the 
total number of  reported 
cloudbursts beyond 35.

The fatalities have largely 
resulted from cloudbursts, 
flash floods and rain-trig-
gered landslides, with the 
Jammu division account-
ing for the highest number 
of  deaths. The worst-hit 
districts include Poonch, 
Rajouri, Kathua, Doda and 
Kishtwar, while several parts 
of  Kashmir, particularly 
Shopian and Kupwara, have 
also witnessed P-06
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email:- dfosindh.for-jk@nic.in
GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER 
SINDH FOREST DIVISION GANDERBAL

e- NIT No:-  03 of 2026-27  |  DATED 31-07-2026
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT, e-tenders (Two cover system) are invited on percentage basis from approved and eligible Contrac-
tors/Firms registered with Jammu & Kashmir Govt./Central Govt. Organizations for the following work:-

S.no. Name of Work
Adv. Cost 

(Rs. in  
Lakh)

Bid Security
(EMD)

INR
Class Of Contractor

Cost of 
Tender

Document

Time of
Completion

1.

Stabilization of Slip areas (DRSM Works) in compart-
ment 37 of Manasbal Range in Sindh Forest Division 
Ganderbal 
DRSM = 392 CUMS

5.39 Rs. 10786/-

“ C &D” Class 
PWD Contractor & 
“B”-Class Forest 

Contractor

Rs. 300/- 60 days

The position of codal formalities in respect of above work(s) is as under:
Position of Funds Budgeted
Position of AA Accorded
Position of TS Accorded

The e-NIT, consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, scope of work, Bills of Quantities (B.O.Q),Terms & Conditions of contract and 
other details ,can be seen/downloaded from the website:-www.jktenders.gov.in.
Publishing Date:          01-08 -2026 from 06:00PM
Download Start Date:           01-08-2026 from 06:00PM
Bid submission Start Date:           01-08-2026 from 06:00PM
Bid submission End Date:          10-08 -2026 Upto 04.00PM

Date of Opening of Technical Bid through online:           11-08-2026 at 10:00 AM in the office of the office of Conservator of Forests 
Kashmir Srinagar Circle Srinagar

Date of Opening of Financial Bid through online: To be opened (Online) after the technical evaluation is completed. Date will be 
notified separately.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
1. Every participating contractor to mandatorily disclose the bank account number which is linked with their GSTIN at the time of bid submission. 

No payments shall be released by the Government Department/Agency to any other bank account except the one linked with the GST registered 
number of the successful bidder. (As per circular No. 01(ADM) FD of 2025 Dated 08-07-2025 of J&K Finance Department).(The participating 
contractor may disclose his Bank Account as per the format, devised as Annexure- III of the NIT and submit/upload the same accordingly at the 
time of submission of the bid).

2. Bids uploaded must accompany Govt. Treasury Receipt (cost of tender document) in shape of Treasury Challan for the amount shown against 
the work above to be deposited in Govt. Treasury under Account Head 0406- Forest and 2% of EMD in the Shape of CDR/FDR pledged in favour 
of the Divisional Forest Officer Sindh Forest Division, Ganderbal. The issuance date of the treasury challan and EMD must be in between that 
date of downloading to bid submission end date. The name of the work or NIT No, S.No. should clearly be mentioned on the treasury challan. 
The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 90 days from the date of opening of bids.

3. As per rule 171of GFR 2017, Performance Security shall have to be deposited by the successful bidder to the order of 3% of the value of contract 
and if there are compelling circumstances, performance security in excess of three percent may also be demanded.

4. which shall be released after successful completion of DLP /maintenance period.
5. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 90-days from the date of opening of Technical Bids.
6. The earnest money shall be forfeited, if: -
i) Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or make any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid.
ii) Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.
iii) Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract
7. The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website: https://jktenders.gov.in.
8. The bidders have to submit their Technical & Financial bids online in electronic format with digital signature. No Technical or financial bid will 

be accepted in physical/hard form. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned above.
9. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents i.e. EMD, Valid Registration Card issued by PWD/Forest Dept. duly 

renewed for the current year 2026-27, PAN, Valid GST Registration alongwith latest clearance certificate FORM GSTR-3B of the preceding 
quarter with respect to the issuance of e-NIT., Affidavit cum Undertaking (Notarized along with e-stamp) (Annexure-I), Cost of Tender Document.

10. The successful bidder has to produce Valid Labor Registration Certificate issued by Labor Department after issuance of award of contract.
11. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.
12. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ manually 

otherwise the bid of the bidder shall be rejected.
13. Bidder should be fully cognizant that if the documents uploaded / submitted on the basis of which the contract was awarded are later discov-

ered to be fake / not genuine, the contract will be cancelled and the contractor / bidder will be blacklisted from participating in this Division /
Department for a period of three years, in addition to the performance security deposited for the said work being forfeited.

No. DFO/Sindh/Plg/2026-27/464-70  Sd/-
Dated:- 31-07 -2026.  Divisional Forest Officer, 
DIPK-4059-26 Sindh Forest Division
DT: 03/08/2026 Ganderbal 

Dir Info reviews preparations 
for 1st Int'l Film Festival of 
Jammu & Kashmir
Over 1100 film entries received from more than 50 countries for grand festival

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Director 
Information, Shreya Sing-
hal chaired a review meet-
ing at Media Complex here 
Monday to take stock of  the 
preparations for the forth-
coming 1st International 
Film Festival of  Jammu & 
Kashmir (IFFJK).

The meeting was attend-
ed by Joint Director Infor-
mation (Hqr), Dr. Zahoor 
Ahmad Raina; Joint Direc-
tor Information Kashmir, 
Syed Shahnawaz Bukhari; 
Joint Director Information 
Jammu, Deepak Dubey; 
Deputy Director Informa-
tion (PR/AV), Javid Ahmad 
Rather; Deputy Director 
Information (PR) Sri-
nagar, Mohd Rafiq Zullah; 
Deputy Director Informa-
tion (Hqr) Jammu, Aashu 
Kumari; Deputy Director 
Information (PR) Jammu, 
Moksha Dogra; Deputy 
Director Information (Hqr) 
Kashmir, Zubair Ahmad; 
Film Production Officer, 
Afaaq Rasool Gadda; Dis-
trict Information Officers 
of  various districts, Infor-
mation Officers and other 
officials of  the department, 
either in person or through 
video conferencing.

During the meeting, the 
Director conducted a com-
prehensive review of  the 
arrangements being put 
in place for the festival, 
including venue manage-
ment, delegate facilitation, 
hospitality, media manage-

ment, transportation, cul-
tural programmes, techni-
cal support, logistics and 
other allied arrangements.

Addressing the officers, 
the Director stressed upon 
the officers that all prepa-
rations should be complet-
ed well within the stipu-
lated timelines, leaving no 
scope for lapses. “Ensure 
fool-proof  arrangements 
and seamless coordina-
tion among all stakehold-
ers for the successful 
conduct of  the prestigious 
event”, she said.

Emphasizing that the 
inaugural edition of  the 
International Film Festival 
marks a significant mile-
stone in Jammu & Kash-
mir’s cultural and cin-
ematic landscape, Shreya 
Singhal said the event will 

provide a global platform 
to showcase the J&K’s rich 
heritage, scenic splendour, 
artistic excellence and 
immense potential as a pre-
ferred destination for film 
production and creative 
collaborations.

The Director Informa-
tion directed all officers 
and committees concerned 
to maintain close coordi-
nation and ensure effec-
tive synergy among the 
departments and agencies 
associated with the festi-
val. “Meticulous planning, 
prompt execution and 
continuous monitoring of  
preparations are essential 
for organizing the event 
in a smooth, professional 
and befitting manner”, she 
maintained.

Shreya Singhal further 

instructed the officers to 
regularly review the prog-
ress of  works assigned 
to them and address 
emerging issues expedi-
tiously through coordi-
nated action. She also laid 
emphasis on robust media 
and publicity arrange-
ments to ensure extensive 
outreach and wider vis-
ibility of  the festival at the 
national and international 
levels.

The Director reiterated 
the commitment of  the 
Department of  Informa-
tion and Public Relations 
(DIPR) to host the festival 
to the highest profession-
al standards, making it a 
landmark celebration of  
cinema that reflects the 
cultural vibrancy, creative 
aspirations and growing 
global profile of  Jammu & 
Kashmir.

During the meeting, 
officers briefed the Direc-
tor Information on the 
status of  preparations in 
their respective sectors and 
informed that the arrange-
ments are progressing as 
per schedule.

Pertinently, the 1st 
IFFJK is slated to be held 
from 7th September to 
10th September, 2026 and 
is guided by the theme 
‘Rang-e-Cinema’. The fes-
tival aims to bring film-
makers, industry profes-
sionals, and audiences 
together in one of  India’s 
most distinctive cultural 
landscapes.

Div Com reviews progress of Ring 

Road, directs expedited execution
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir, 
Anshul Garg, on Monday 
chaired a review meeting 
to assess the progress of  
the Srinagar Ring Road 
Phases-II and II A falling 
in Ganderbal district and 
directed the concerned 
departments to expedite 
the execution of  the pres-
tigious infrastructure 
project.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Deputy Commis-
sioner Ganderbal, Jatin 
Kishore; Project Direc-
tor, National Highways 
Authority (NHAI), Chief  
Engineers of  the Roads & 
Buildings (R&B) and Public 
Health Engineering (PHE) 
departments, besides other 
senior officers.

During the meeting, the 
Divisional Commissioner 
reviewed the status of  land 
acquisition, compensation 
disbursement, handover of  
acquired land, removal of  

trees falling along the proj-
ect alignment, demolition 
of  private and government 
structures, court-related 
references, utility shifting, 
and other issues hindering 
the progress of  the project.

Stressing the need for 
accurate documentation 
and timely resolution of  
pending issues, Anshul 
Garg directed the con-
cerned officers to compile 
comprehensive details 
regarding acquired land, 
land already handed over 
to the executing agency, 
and pending court refer-
ences by Friday. He also 
instructed the officers to 
conduct a joint site inspec-

tion on Saturday to assess 
the ground situation and 
evaluate issues affecting 
the project's execution.

To facilitate smooth 
progress, the Divisional 
Commissioner directed 
the concerned depart-
ments to expedite the 
process of  removing trees 
falling within the project 
alignment in accordance 
with the prescribed pro-
cedures while considering 
transplantation wherever 
possible and ensuring com-
pensatory afforestation in 
other cases.

Regarding private struc-
tures located on state land, 
he instructed NHAI team to 

follow the executing agen-
cy's compensation norms 
and ensure prompt resolu-
tion of  the issue. In the case 
of  government structures, 
he directed that the build-
ings be handed over to the 
executing agency on an 
Equal Value Infrastructure 
(EVI) basis.

Addressing the issue 
related to the commis-
sioning of  the new PHE 
pipeline, the Divisional 
Commissioner directed 
the Chief  Engineer, PHE, 
to facilitate its connection 
with the existing water 
supply network without 
disrupting essential ser-
vices, thereby ensuring 
that the work progress on 
the project.

Reiterating the impor-
tance of  timely completion 
of  the Srinagar Ring Road 
Phase project, Anshul Garg 
emphasized close coordina-
tion among all stakeholder 
departments to remove 
impediments and acceler-
ate the pace of  work. 

KPDCL announces Power 

Shutdown in Kashmir parts

DC Budgam reviews 
preparations for 'Har Ghar 
Tiranga Campaign 2026'

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Commissioner (DC) Budgam, Athar 
Aamir Khan, Monday chaired a meeting at the Confer-
ence Hall to review preparations for the smooth and 
successful implementation of the Har Ghar Tiranga 
Campaign 2026 across the district.

The Deputy Commissioner reviewed the arrange-
ments being made by the concerned departments and 
stressed the importance of coordinated efforts for the 
successful observance of the campaign. He said the 
initiative aims to strengthen the spirit of patriotism, 
national unity and respect for the National Flag. He 
directed all departments to ensure effective inter-
departmental coordination, wide public outreach and 
timely execution of activities to encourage maximum 
public participation and celebrate the campaign with 
enthusiasm across the district.

The DC reiterated the District Administration’s 
commitment to the successful implementation of the 
campaign and expressed confidence that, through col-
lective efforts, it would be celebrated in its true spirit 
across Budgam.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Engineer, 
Distribution, KPDCLMonday 
informed that the Shutdown of 33 
kV Rangreth Wanbal Doodhganga 
Tapline will be observed due to 
which power supply to Kralpora, 
Wanbal, SIDCO and adjoining 
areas will be affected from 10 AM 
to 12 Noon on 09 August 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of  33 kV 
Cheshmashahi-TRC-Nedous line 
will be observed due to which 
power supply to CM residence/ 
Dy. CM residence/ Rabita House/ 
DC Residence and adjoining areas 
of  Gupkar area (Gupkar, Church 
Lane, Radio Kashmir, CD Hospital, 
Kohnakhan, JK Bank Head Office, 
Lal Chowk, Chief Justice Residence 
and adjoining areas. Regal Chowk, 
IMPA, Banquet Hall, MLA Hostel 
and adjoining areas and Paras Hos-

pital will be affected from 10 AM to 
02 PM on 04 August 2026.

Likewise, shutdown of  33 kV 
Amargarh Nowpora line will be 
observed due to which power supply 
to Nowpora, Seelo, Achabal, Beh-
rampora, Bomai, Bugoo and adjoin-
ing areas will be affected from 08 AM 
to 02 PM on 10 & 12 August 2026.

Likewise, shutdown of  33 kV 
Arampora Kupwara Old, Galizoo 
Tap line will be observed due to 
which power supply to Kupwara 
Town -B, Zangli, Whole Lolab & 
Machil Valley and adjoining areas 
will be affected from 08 AM to 02 PM 
on 08 & 10 August 2026. Similarly, 
shutdown of 33 kV Tral-1st (Tapline 
Chewa) will be observed due to 
which power supply to Chewa, Trali 
Baala, Bajwani, Khalil, Bathnoor, 
Hayina and adjoining areas will be 
affected from 08 AM to 02 PM on 06, 
09 & 11 August 2026. 

Govt approves ₹10.95 crore for 
restoration of Ziyarat Sharief 
Khiram, Shiv Mandir Thajiwara

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Govern-
ment of  Jammu & Kashmir 
has approved two projects 
worth ₹10.95 crore for the 
preservation, restoration 
and upgradation of  two 
prominent religious sites 
in Anantnag district.

An amount of  ₹5.03 
crore has been approved 
for the restoration and ren-
ovation of  Ziyarat Sharief  
Khiram, while ₹5.92 crore 
has been sanctioned for 
the repair and renovation 
of  Shiv Mandir, Thajiwara, 
Bijbehara.

The projects aim to pre-
serve the sanctity, heritage 
and architectural charac-
ter of  these revered places 
of  worship while upgrad-
ing essential infrastruc-
ture to provide a better 
experience for devotees 
and visitors.

The approvals are part 
of  the Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah led Govern-
ment’s sustained efforts to 
conserve religious and her-

itage sites across Jammu 
and Kashmir through 
focused investments in res-
toration, preservation and 
infrastructure develop-
ment. By protecting these 
sites and enhancing public 
amenities, the Government 
seeks to ensure that future 
generations continue to 
benefit from the region’s 
rich spiritual, cultural and 
historical legacy.

Recently, the Govern-
ment has approved a series 
of  heritage conservation 
initiatives across Jammu 
and Kashmir. These include 
projects for the restoration 
and revival of  the historic 
heritage site of  Purmandal 
in Samba, the conservation 
and upgradation of  the his-
toric Imambara Zadibal in 
Srinagar, the development 
of  the revered holy spring 
of  Khoo Sahib at Yarwan in 
Pulwama, and the restora-
tion of  the historic Jamia 
Masjid Sharief  in Shopian 
along with the revered Sar-
vadhar Chaumanda Mata 
Mandir in Ramban.

CAO Sgr Flags Off 60 
Progressive Farmers for 
Exposure Visit under PKVY

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a signifi-
cant initiative to promote 
organic farming and 
strengthen farmers’ capac-
ity through experiential 
learning, the Department 
of  Agriculture, Srinagar, 
Monday flagged off  a con-
tingent of  60 progressive 
farmers and field officials 
for an exposure visit under 
the Paramparagat Krishi 
Vikas Yojana (PKVY).

The group was flagged 
off  by the Chief  Agricul-
ture Officer (CAO), Sri-
nagar, Mir Ajaz Hassan, 
who highlighted the impor-
tance of  exposure visits in 
equipping farmers with 
practical knowledge of  
successful organic farm-
ing models, sustainable 
agricultural practices, 
and innovative technolo-
gies. He said such visits 
provide an excellent plat-
form for farmers and field 
functionaries to interact 
with experts, progressive 
growers, and leading insti-
tutions, enabling them to 
replicate proven practices 
in their own areas.

Addressing the partici-
pants before the flag-off, 
Mir Ajaz Hassan urged 
them to actively engage 
during the visit, observe 
the best practices being 
adopted in organic agricul-
ture, and disseminate the 
knowledge gained among 
fellow farmers to acceler-
ate the adoption of  sustain-
able farming techniques 
across the district.

The PKVY is a flag-
ship programme aimed at 
promoting organic farm-
ing through cluster-based 
approaches, capacity 
building, and market-ori-
ented production systems. 
The visit is expected to 
enhance the participants’ 
understanding of  organic 
cultivation, certification 
processes, value addition, 
and marketing strategies.

The Department of  Agri-
culture remains committed 
to empowering farmers 
through knowledge-sharing 
initiatives, field demonstra-
tions, and exposure pro-
grammes that foster inno-
vation, sustainability, and 
improved livelihoods in the 
agricultural sector.

DC B'gam rolls out 'Classes 
of Joy' initiative to address 
learning outcome gaps
Around 850 schools, 45000 children being covered

ACD Anantnag calls for robust 
PRI Participation in VB-GRAM-G 
Act implementation

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: A District-
Level Panch Sammelan 
was organized Monday at 
the Block Headquarters, 
Khoveripora, to sensitize 
elected representatives 
and functionaries of  the 
three-tier Panchayati Raj 
Institutions (PRIs) on the 
provisions and implemen-
tation framework of  the 
Viksit Bharat – Guarantee 
for Rozgar and Ajeevika 
Mission (Gramin) Act, 2025 
(VB-GRAM-G)

The Sammelan was 
chaired by the Assistant 
Commissioner Develop-
ment (ACD), Anantnag, 
Shafiq Ahmad Wani, who 
addressed former Panchs, 
Sarpanchs and other 
PRI functionaries. In his 
address, the ACD elaborat-
ed on the vision and objec-
tives of  the VB-GRAM-G 
Act, 2025, emphasizing the 
pivotal role of  Panchayati 
Raj Institutions in its effec-

tive implementation.
He highlighted the stat-

utory roles and responsi-
bilities of  PRIs under the 
Act, the preparation and 
approval of  Viksit Gram 
Panchayat Plans (VGPPs), 
registration of  eligible 
households and issuance 
of  Gramin Rozgar Guaran-
tee Cards (GRGCs), as well 
as the planning, execution, 
monitoring and long-term 
maintenance of  commu-
nity assets.

The ACD further under-
scored the significance of  
convergence with vari-
ous rural development 
programmes to maximize 
developmental outcomes. 
Stressing the principles 
of  good governance, he 
emphasized transparency, 
social accountability, effec-
tive grievance redressal, 
and robust social audit 
mechanisms as the cor-
nerstones for successful 
implementation of  the Act 
at the grassroots level.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Commission-
er Budgam, Athar Aamir Khan, 
Monday chaired a meeting on roll 
out of the Classes of Joy initiative 
in Budgam district to address the 
gaps in learning outcomes among 
the kids in primary and middle 
schools of the District.

The initiative aims to adopt 
Teaching at Right Level (TaRL) 
approach in partnership with 
Pratham Foundation. The 
action plan for elaborate 
capacity building and train-
ing of all primary and middle 
school teachers has been pre-
pared. Appropriate teaching 
and learning tools are being 

made available.
The initiative will adopt 

4 step process of baseline 
assessment of all children, 
grouping on the basis of learn-
ing levels, play way teaching 
interventions over next three 
months and then the end line 
assessment. The cycles would 
be then repeated to ensure 
the gaps are filled and kids 
achieve the class appropiate 
learning outcomes.

A comprehensive follow up, 
monitoring and support mecha-
nism has been put in place. More 
than 850 schools, around 4600 
teachers and around 45000 
children are being covered in this 
major initiative.
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J&K records 5,908 small 
companies, 585 LLPs, 1,231 
startups in 5 years: Centre
Says simplified compliance measures benefit small businesses

RAJA SYED

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir registered 5,908 
small companies during 
the last five financial 
years, including 1,558 
in 2025-26, the Ministry 
of  Corporate Affairs 
informed the Lok Sabha 
on Monday.

According to the Min-
istry data,J&K registered 
923 small companies in 
2021-22, 886 in 2022-23, 
1,301 in 2023-24, 1,240 in 
2024-25, and 1,558 in 2025-
26. The figures are as of  
27 July 2026. The UT also 
recorded 585 Limited 
Liability Partnerships 
(LLPs) during the five-
year period. The year-
wise figures were 64 in 
2021-22, 63 in 2022-23, 101 
in 2023-24, 141 in 2024-25, 
and 216 in 2025-26.

In the startup ecosys-
tem, Jammu and Kashmir 
recorded 1,231 startups 
during 2021-2025, accord-
ing to data provided by 
the Department for Pro-
motion of  Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT). 
The number of  startups 
rose from 131 in 2021 to 170 
in 2022, 246 in 2023, 273 in 
2024, and 411 in 2025.

The Ministry said the 
thresholds for classifica-
tion of  small companies 

have been revised over 
the years. The paid-up 
capital threshold was 
increased from Rs 50 lakh 
in 2014 to Rs 2 crore in 
2021, Rs 4 crore in 2022, 
and Rs 10 crore from 1 
December 2025. The turn-
over threshold was raised 
from Rs 2 crore in 2014 to 
Rs 20 crore in 2021, Rs 40 
crore in 2022, and Rs 100 
crore from 1 December 
2025. The Centre said these 
changes have enabled 
more companies to fall 
under the "small compa-
nies" category and benefit 
from reduced compliance-
related disclosures.

For small companies, 
the Ministry has provid-
ed several compliance 
relaxations, including 
optional cash-flow state-
ments, abridged annual 
returns and Board 
reports, exemption from 
mandatory auditor rota-
tion, lesser penalties, and 
lesser fees. Small compa-
nies are also exempted 
from certain pre-certi-
fication requirements 
for forms. The Ministry 
further said zero filing 
fee is charged for incor-
poration of  companies 
having authorised share 
capital up to Rs 15 lakh, 
or companies without 
share capital having up 

to 20 members.
The Centre said sim-

plified filings for small 
companies are appli-
cable across the coun-
try, including Tier-II 
districts. Businesses 
can use the MCA21 elec-
tronic portal, which pro-
vides step-by-step e-form 
filing manuals, video 
guides, FAQs, and system 
prompts. A central help-
desk with toll-free, email, 
and live-chat facilities is 
also available to assist 
stakeholders.

The latest data indi-
cates that J&K saw the 
highest number of  small-
company registrations 
in the five-year period in 
2025-26, while the number 
of  LLP registrations also 
increased to 216 during 
the same year. Startup 
registrations likewise 
reached their highest 
annual figure in the 
available 2021-2025 data, 
with 411 startups regis-
tered in 2025. The Minis-
try's response was given 
in reply to a Lok Sabha 
question on the status of  
small companies, start-
ups, and LLPs registered 
across States and Union 
Territories and measures 
taken to simplify compli-
ance for businesses in 
Tier-II districts—(KNO)

1,935 companies with 

women directors registered 

in J&K in 3 years: Centre
AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: A total of  
1,935 companies regis-
tered under the Companies 
Act, 2013, having women 
directors, were recorded 
in Jammu and Kash-
mir during the last three 
financial years, the Min-
istry of  Corporate Affairs 
informed the Lok Sabha on 
Monday.

According to the data 
placed before the House,  
J&K had 643 such compa-
nies with 819 women direc-
tors in 2023-24. The number 
stood at 561 companies 
with 676 women directors 
in 2024-25, while 731 compa-

nies with 856 women direc-
tors were recorded during 
2025-26.

The Ministry clarified 
that the Companies Act 
does not specifically use 
the term "leaders of  com-
panies." However, under 
Section 149, certain listed 
and public companies are 
required to appoint at 
least one woman director. 
The Centre said no spe-
cific initiative has been 
undertaken by the Minis-
try exclusively for women 
entrepreneurs in rural and 
semi-urban areas. Howev-
er, measures aimed at pro-
moting ease of  doing busi-
ness, including simplified 

incorporation and compli-
ance procedures, are appli-
cable to all entrepreneurs, 
including women.

The Ministry also 
informed that no specific 
programme had been 
organised by it in Maha-
rashtra's Akola district 
for promoting women-led 
enterprises. Among the 
measures to simplify busi-
ness incorporation, the 
Ministry has introduced 
the SPICe+ and AGILE-
PRO-S integrated web-
based system, enabling 
applicants to obtain multi-
ple registrations through a 
single-window platform—
(KNO)

Sakeena Itoo leads mega outreach 
programme of Social Welfare Deptt in B'la
Nasir Aslam, MLAs from North Kashmir join to strengthen grassroots awareness

ASI dies after 
collapsing on 
duty in Handwara

AGENCIES

KUPWARA: An Assis-
tant Sub-Inspector (ASI) 
of  the Jammu and Kash-
mir Police died after suf-
fering a suspected cardiac 
arrest while on duty in the 
Mawer area of  Handwara 
in north Kashmir’s Kup-
wara district on Monday.

An official said that 
the ASI collapsed while 
performing his duties in 
Mawer.

He said the policeman 
was shifted to a hospital, 
where he was declared 
dead on arrival.

The official said the ASI 
is suspected to have suf-
fered a cardiac arrest that 
led to his death. His iden-
tity is yet to be ascertained, 
while further investigation 
has been taken up—(KNO)

Youth found 
dead in Sopore, 
investigation begins

AGENCIES

SOPORE: A youth was 
found dead under mys-
terious circumstances at 
his residence in the Dan-
gerpora area of  Sopore in 
north Kashmir’s Baram-
ulla district on Monday, 
officials said.

An official said, that the 
youth was found uncon-
scious at his residence in 
Pal Mohalla, Dangerpora.

He said a police team 
immediately reached the 
spot, took the body into 
custody and shifted it to a 
hospital for medico-legal 
formalities.

The official said inquest 
proceedings have been 
initiated to ascertain the 
cause and circumstances 
of  the death.

He added that further 
investigation has been 
taken up, while the iden-
tity of  the deceased is yet 
to be established—(KNO)

Police recover two 
suspicious balloons 
in Kathua

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KATHUA: Police on 
Monday recovered two sus-
picious balloons from the 
rooftop of  a house in the 
Hiranagar area of  Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Kathua dis-
trict, officials said.

A senior police officer 
said that the house owner 
spotted two balloons, one 
white and one green, on 
the rooftop and immedi-
ately informed the police.

He said a police team 
reached the spot and took 
the balloons into custody 
for examination.

The officer said police 
have launched an inves-
tigation to ascertain the 
source of  the balloons and 
the circumstances under 
which they reached the 
area—(KNO) 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: The 
Social Welfare depart-
ment Monday organized a 
mega awareness camp at 
Baramulla for all the three 
districts of  North Kashmir 
viz; Baramulla, Kupwara 
and Bandipora to promote 
awareness for saturation 
of  more than 25 welfare 
schemes being implement-
ed by the department.

Minister for Social Wel-
fare, Education, Health & 
Medical Education, Sakee-
na  Itoo, was the chief  guest 
during the camp, which 
was also attended by Minis-
ter for Agriculture Produc-
tion, Rural Development, 
Panchayati Raj, Coopera-
tives and Elections, Javid 
Ahmad Dar besides Advi-
sor to the Chief  Minister, 
Nasir Aslam Wani.

The event was also 
attended by Members of  
the Legislative Assem-
bly from North Kashmir, 
including MLA Baramulla 
Javid Hassan Beigh, MLA 
Sopore Irshad Rasool Kar; 
MLA Wagoora-Kreeri, 
Irfan Hafiz Lone; MLA 
Uri Dr. Sajad Shafi, MLA 
Bandipora Nizam-ud-Din 
Bhat, MLA Langate Sheikh 
Khursheed Ahmad; MLA 
Sonawari Hilal Akbar 
Lone; MLA Pattan Riyaz 
Ahmad Bedar; MLA 

Karnah Javaid Ahmad 
Mirchal;  Deputy Com-
missioner Baramulla Dr. 
S.F. Hamid; MD POSHAN, 
Sajad Hussain Ganai; dis-
trict and sectoral officers, 
anganwadi workers, help-
ers and a large number of  
local residents.

The awareness pro-
gramme featured speeches, 
cultural performances and 
skits highlighting various 
flagship welfare initiatives 
and schemes being imple-
mented by the Social Wel-
fare Department, including 
Integrated Social Secu-
rity Schemes (ISSS), ICDS, 
Poshan and other beneficia-
ry-oriented programmes.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sakeena Itoo appre-
ciated the overwhelm-
ing participation of  the 
Anganwari workers and 
helpers in the awareness 
programme and highlight-
ed the importance of  satu-

ration of  various welfare 
schemes to ensure compre-
hensive social protection.

The Minister acknowl-
edged the invaluable con-
tribution of  ICDS workers 
and helpers in reaching 
the most vulnerable sec-
tions of  society. She said 
the government fully rec-
ognizes their role and is 
actively working towards 
addressing their concerns, 
including issues related to 
enhancement of  the hono-
rarium.

Emphasizing the need 
for greater public outreach, 
the Minister urged the leg-
islators to organize similar 
awareness programmes 
at the tehsil level in their 
respective constituencies 
to maximize awareness 
and ensure saturation of  
welfare schemes.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Javid Dar congratu-
lated Sakeena Itoo and the 

Social Welfare department 
for introducing significant 
reforms in the social wel-
fare sector.

He underscored that the 
government has consistent-
ly prioritized the public wel-
fare and has taken several 
people-centric decisions, 
including enhancement of  
assistance under various 
welfare schemes. He urged 
the field functionaries to 
actively educate the people 
about the schemes available 
so that every eligible benefi-
ciary can avail government 
support.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Advisor to the Chief  
Minister Nasir Aslam 
Wani emphasized that such 
awareness programmes 
should be extended to every 
far-flung area of  the Union 
Territory so that no deserv-
ing household is left out of  
the welfare net. He said the 
government is committed 
to strengthen the welfare 
state by ensuring that ben-
efits reach every eligible 
family, thereby helping 
reduce poverty.

Meanwhile, the Ministers 
and the MLAs, e-inaugurat-
ed the newly constructed 
CDPO offices at Wagoora 
in Baramulla and Sogam in 
Kupwara and three Angan-
wadi Centres in Singhpora 
and Rohama blocks of  
Baramulla district.

Speaker Rather holds public 
outreach camp at Kremshore
Assures priority redress of public issues

J&K reports 6 fatal, 87 non-
fatal factory injuries in 2022-23

Committee on Petitions vows zero 

tolerance against food adulteration

Chairman advocates safe, hygienic food for every household in J&K
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: With public 
health at the core of  its 
agenda, the Committee on 
Petitions of  the Jammu 
and Kashmir Legislative 
Assembly met Monday at 
the Assembly Secretariat 
under the chairmanship 
of  MLA Pirzada Farooq 
Ahmad Shah.

The Committee had a 
comprehensive review of  
the status report submit-
ted by the Food & Drugs 
Administration, J&K on 
the alarming issue of  adul-
teration in essential food 
commodities like milk, 
meat, fish, vegetables, 
spices and packaged food 
across the Union Territory.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the committee mem-
bers including Mir Moham-
mad Fayaz, Sheikh Ahsan 
Ahmad (Pardesi), Javaid 
Iqbal and Shagun Parihar.

Voicing the concerns 
of  every household, the 
Chairman said that no 
citizen should be forced 
to compromise on the 
quality of  food they con-
sume. He directed all the 
concerned departments to 
adopt a coordinated, zero-
tolerance and time-bound 
approach to root out adul-
teration and ensure that 
every plate served in J&K 
is safe, hygienic and of  the 
highest quality.

Pirzada Farooq Ahmad 

Shah emphasized the need 
for regular market check-
ing, public awareness 
campaigns and capacity 
building of  Food Business 
Operators. He directed the 
department to conduct 
training programs for 
FBOs, food handlers and 
street vendors to promote 
hygiene and compliance.

Taking serious note 
of  growing public health 
risk, the Chairman spe-
cifically directed that sale 
of  antibiotics without a 
valid medical prescription 
by chemist shops must be 
strictly stopped and viola-
tors dealt with sternly. He 
also stressed that empower-
ing the consumers through 
awareness on hygiene and 
food safety standards is 
equally important so that 
the people can make con-
scious and informed choices.

Commissioner Food 
& Drugs Administration 
Khalid Jahangir informed 
the Committee that the 
Food & Drugs Adminis-
tration conducted 21,120 
inspections in FY 2025-26 

and lifted 10,444 samples. 
During the first quarter 
of  FY 2026-27, 5,221 inspec-
tions have been carried out. 
He said that, to enhance on-
spot testing, 25,003 samples 
had been analyzed through 
Mobile Food Testing Vans, 
including 4,178 samples 
during the Shri Amarnath 
Ji Yatra 2026. To strengthen 
enforcement, Multi-Depart-
mental Joint Enforcement 
Teams at District, Tehsil 
and Block level have been 
established for conducting 
special drives for fruits, 
milk, edible oils, ghee, 
honey and packaged water.

The Committee also 
noted the compliance 
report submitted by ADC 
Budgam regarding the 
appointment of  Lumbar-
dar for village Porwara, 
Tehsil Chadoora.

Secretary  Legislative 
Assembly, SMC Commis-
sioner, ADC Srinagar, ADC 
Budgam besides other 
senior officers of  Drugs & 
Food Control Organization 
J&K were also present in 
the meeting.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Speaker 
Jammu & Kashmir Legis-
lative Assembly and MLA 
Charar-i-Sharief, Abdul 
Raheem Rather, Monday 
held an exclusive public 
outreach camp at Bander-
pora Kremshore in Charar-
i-Sharief  Constituency.

During the interaction, 
the residents from Bander-
pora and adjoining villages 
raised issues and demands 
related to road connectivi-
ty, drinking water, electric-
ity, healthcare, education 
and other essential civic 
amenities.

The Speaker assured 
the people that all their 
genuine demands would 
be taken up on priority 
with the concerned depart-
ments for early redress.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Speaker said that 
the areas of  Banderpora 
and Kremshore, which 

were recently included 
in the Charar-i-Sharief  
Assembly Constituency 
following the delimitation 
process, require focused 
attention and accelerated 
development. He reiterated 
his commitment to ensure 
that these areas receive 
adequate infrastructure 
and public welfare proj-
ects.

He said every effort is 
being made to bridge the 
developmental gaps and 
improve civic infrastruc-
ture in the newly included 
areas. “I am working tire-
lessly to ensure that these 
areas receive the attention 
and development they 
deserve. The welfare of  the 
people of  my constituency 
remains my top priority,” 
he said.

The residents expressed 
hope that the issues raised 
during the camp would be 
addressed in a time-bound 
manner.

RAJA SYED

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
reported six fatal and 87 non-
fatal injuries in registered factories 
during 2022 and 2023, while data 
for 2024 was not reported by the 
Union Territory, according to details 
furnished by the Ministry of Labour 
and Employment in the Lok Sabha.

According to the State/UT-wise 
data, J&K recorded three fatal inju-
ries in factories in 2022 and another 
three in 2023. The corresponding 
number of non-fatal injuries stood 
at 20 in 2022 and increased to 67 in 
2023. For 2024, the data has been 
marked as "#", which, according to 
the Ministry, means the informa-
tion was not reported by the con-
cerned State/UT.

The Ministry said the major 
causes of industrial accidents 
include persons falling from height, 
fire, explosion, machinery moved 
by mechanical power, electrocu-
tion, and workers being struck by 
falling bodies. The Directorate Gen-
eral Occupational Safety and Health 
(DGOSH) collects data on acciden-
tal deaths and injuries from States 
and UTs in respect of factories regis-
tered under the Factories Act, 1948, 
now subsumed under the Occupa-
tional Safety, Health and Working 
Conditions (OSH&WC) Code, 2020.

Regarding enforcement, J&K 
had 41 prosecutions pending from 
the previous year in 2022, with 13 
prosecutions launched during the 
year. The details of cases decided 
and penalties for J&K were not 

reported in the table for that year. 
In 2023, J&K had 54 prosecutions 
pending from the previous year, 
while three prosecutions were 
launched during the year and 
three were decided. A total fine of 
Rs 2,500 was imposed, as per the 
data furnished by the Ministry. For 
2024, the Ministry has not reported 
figures for J&K relating to prosecu-
tions, convictions, or penalties. The 
entry for the UT has been marked, 
which the Ministry states represents 
data not reported or NIL data.

The Ministry said 64,176 fac-
tories were inspected across the 
country in 2022, 67,674 in 2023, 
and 74,426 in 2024. It clarified that 
the compensation-related issues 
under the Code on Social Security, 
2020 are dealt with at the State/UT 
level. The Centre further informed 
the House that the OSH&WC Code, 
2020 came into force on 21 Novem-
ber 2025 to regulate occupational 
safety, health, and working condi-
tions of persons employed in estab-
lishments, including factories. The 
data of Ladakh separately shows 
NIL prosecutions, convictions, and 
penalties for Ladakh in 2022 and 
2023, while the 2024 entries are 
also marked NIL—(KNO)

JK SEHAT App strengthening digital 
healthcare services across J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The JK SEHAT App, 
developed by the Health & Medical 
Education Department, govern-
ment of  Jammu and Kashmir, has 
emerged as a unified digital platform 
for providing citizen-centric health-
care services across the Union Ter-
ritory. It has emerged as a One stop 
healthcare solution for J&K citizens.

The App supports the vision of  
accessible, transparent and technol-
ogy-enabled healthcare by bringing 
multiple health services together 
on a single platform. It also comple-
ments the objectives of  the Ayush-
man Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) 
by integrating key digital health ser-
vices for the benefit of citizens.

The JK SEHAT App offers a com-
prehensive range of digital health-
care services through a single plat-
form. The citizens can book online 
appointments in public hospitals, 
generate digital OPD tokens through 
the Scan & Share service, access tele-
consultation and home healthcare 
services, place medicine orders 
through registered pharmacies and 
view their digital health records 
through ABDM-enabled services.

The App also provides access 
to blood bank information, ambu-
lance services (102 and 108), health 
helpline, AI chatbot, health insur-

ance information, drug store 
services, immunization 
centres and de-addiction 
centres among other 
health care services. 
In addition, dedicated 
facilities for medical stu-
dents, including course 
information, access to medical 
resources and references are avail-
able on the application making the 
JKSEHAT Appa comprehensive digi-
tal health platform for the citizens 
and healthcare stakeholders across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The people are availing health 
services across the Union Territory 
of Jammu and Kashmir with 15.60 
lakh citizens registered on the plat-
form. The ABDM-enabled Scan & 
Share service has facilitated more 
than 12.37 lakh digital-online OPD 
tokens being generated, indicat-
ing its increasing use by citizens 
for hassle-free OPD registration. 
A total of  3,077 healthcare profes-
sionals are registered in the App to 
provide Home Healthcare and Tele-
Consultation services resulting in 
4,805 services already delivered.

The above mentioned public 
centric services have exponentially 
improved due to sustained moni-
toring, periodic reviews and timely 
gap redressal under the guidance of  
Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo.

More than 4000 pharmacy 
orders raised in the App 
have been successfully 
delivered, highlighting 
the focus on the citi-

zen centric health care 
delivery. The government 

of  Jammu and Kashmir is 
taking sustained measures to 

enhance the adoption and utiliza-
tion of the JK SEHAT App as a uni-
fied digital health platform for the 
citizens of the Union Territory.

Under the guidance of the Health 
& Medical Education Department, 
coordinated efforts are being under-
taken by the National Health Mission 
(NHM), Ayushman Bharat Digital 
Mission (ABDM) J&K, Director-
ate of Health Services Jammu and 
Kashmir, State Controller Drugs, 
J&K and other stakeholders to fur-
ther enhance the user experience 
and expand the availability of these 
services.

The Sehat App has been designed 
to guide and support citizens in 
accessing healthcare services, espe-
cially in remote areas and is aimed at 
strengthening collaboration between 
health care providers and citizens. It 
is a one stop digital solution designed 
to cater to healthcare needs of  the 
people of  Jammu and Kashmir, 
facilitating easy access to healthcare 
services.

Ladakh gets two 
tourism projects under 
Swadesh Darshan 2.0: 
Tourism Ministry

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The Union Territory 
of  Ladakh has been sanctioned two 
tourism projects under the Swadesh 
Darshan 2.0 scheme, with a combined 
sanctioned cost of  Rs 35.08 crore, 
according to the Ministry of  Tourism.

According to the details placed 
before the Lok Sabha, a project for the 
development of  the Julley Leh Biodi-
versity Park was sanctioned at a cost 
of  Rs 23.17 crore, while Exploring LOC 
& Hundarman Village Experience in 
Kargil was sanctioned at a cost of  Rs 
11.91 crore.

The Ministry said Swadesh Dar-
shan 2.0 has been revamped with the 
objective of  developing sustainable 
and responsible tourism destinations 
through a destination and tourist-
centric approach. The scheme focuses 
on tourism experiences, amenities, 
sustainable practices, and better man-
agement of  tourism assets. The Centre 
said the scheme encourages UT admin-
istrations to consult local communities 
and stakeholders, promote renewable 
energy and eco-friendly materials, 
develop accessible infrastructure and 
services, and support local entrepre-
neurship. It added that the initiative is 
aimed at boosting tourism growth, local 
economies, infrastructure creation, and 
employment generation—(KNO)
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.
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Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com
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EDITORIAL

Dal Lake Did Not 
Deserve This

D
al Lake has been the heart of Srinagar, 
the pride of Kashmir, and a symbol rec-
ognised across the world. Thousands 
feed their families and earn their live-
lihood from its waters, while millions 

of visitors come every year hoping to experience 
its timeless beauty. Yet today, the lake tells a dif-
ferent story, one of neglect, pollution and missed 
opportunities.
A walk along many parts of Dal Lake is enough to 
understand the seriousness of the crisis. Plastic 
bottles drift across the water, snack wrappers float 
between weeds, and patches of thick vegetation 
have transformed sections of the lake into stagnant 
pools. The crystal-clear waters that once reflected 
the Zabarwan hills now appear green, orange and 
lifeless in many places.
This is not a problem that developed overnight. 
It is the result of years of unchecked pollution, 
poor waste management and ineffective conser-
vation. While crores of rupees have been spent on 
restoration projects, weed harvesters and clean-
ing drives, the condition of the lake raises an 
uncomfortable question: why are the results still 
so difficult to see?
Saving Dal Lake requires more than periodic clean-
up campaigns. It demands a long-term scientific 
strategy backed by accountability. Aquatic weeds 
cannot simply be removed; the reasons behind 
their rapid growth must also be addressed. Plastic 
waste must stop entering the lake in the first place. 
Water quality needs constant monitoring, and those 
responsible for polluting this priceless ecosystem 
must face strict action.
But this responsibility does not belong to government 
agencies alone. Every resident, shopkeeper, tourist 
and visitor has a role to play. A single plastic bottle 
carelessly thrown into the lake may seem insignifi-
cant, but multiplied by thousands, it becomes part of 
a much larger environmental disaster. Protecting Dal 
Lake begins with changing our own habits.
The agencies responsible for conserving the lake 
must also introspect. The public deserves transpar-
ency on how restoration funds are being utilised 
and whether existing conservation programmes 
are achieving measurable outcomes. Good inten-
tions alone cannot revive a dying ecosystem; visible 
results must become the benchmark of success.
Dal Lake is not just another water body. It is the 
soul of Kashmir. Its waters have witnessed centuries 
of history, nurtured communities and carried the 
dreams of generations. Allowing it to deteriorate 
would mean losing a part of our identity.
The warning signs are already visible. What Dal 
Lake needs today is not another promise, but deci-
sive action. If government agencies, environmental 
experts and citizens come together with sincer-
ity and determination, this iconic lake can still be 
restored to its former glory. The choice is ours, but 
the time to act is now.

Restoring The Authority Of Revenue Courts
Why Jammu & Kashmir Must Revive The Tehsildar's Court

MOHD AMIN MIR

F
or generations, the Tehsildar's 
court represented the first and 
most accessible institution 
of  justice for rural Jammu 
& Kashmir. To an ordinary 

cultivator, a widow protecting her 
inheritance, or a small landholder 
disputing a boundary, the revenue court 
was not merely an office, it was the place 
where land-related grievances were heard 
promptly, records were examined carefully, 
and disputes were settled before they could 
grow into prolonged litigation.

Today, however, a growing concern echoes 
across villages. Many small and marginal 
landholders feel compelled to approach 
civil courts for matters that traditionally 
fell within the effective functioning of  
revenue authorities. This shift has increased 
the burden on civil courts, prolonged the 
resolution of  disputes, and imposed financial 
and emotional hardships on ordinary 
citizens.

The time has come to strengthen 
the effectiveness, efficiency, and public 
confidence in revenue courts, particularly 
those presided over by Tehsildars. The 
objective is not to diminish the role of  
civil courts but to ensure that each forum 
effectively performs the functions entrusted 
to it under the law.

Revenue Courts: The Backbone of  Rural 
Justice Land is unlike any other asset. It is 
livelihood, identity, security, and heritage. In 
rural Jammu & Kashmir, even a few marlas 
of  land may determine a family's economic 
future. Historically, revenue courts played 
a vital role in resolving matters relating to 
mutations, partition proceedings, boundary 
disputes, correction of  revenue records, 
and other issues arising under the revenue 
laws. Their strength lay in their familiarity 
with local land records, village maps, 
Jamabandies, Girdawaries, and customary 
practices.

In the 1950s and the decades that followed, 
revenue officers were often regarded as 
guardians of  rural land administration. 
Their courts commanded public respect 
because decisions were generally delivered 
after thorough examination of  records and 
spot inspections wherever necessary.

Today, many villagers increasingly prefer 
approaching civil courts even for disputes 
that could often be resolved efficiently 
through the revenue administration.

Several factors contribute to this trend:
•	 Delays in disposal of  revenue cases.
•	 Frequent adjournments.
•	 Heavy administrative workload on 

Tehsildars.
•	 Insufficient time devoted to judicial 

proceedings.
•	 Lack of  regular monitoring of  pending 

revenue cases.
•	 Declining public confidence in timely 

disposal.

Civil courts, already burdened with 
diverse categories of  litigation, receive an 
increasing number of  land-related cases. 
Cases that might once have been resolved 
within months sometimes continue for years, 
increasing litigation costs and social tensions. 
Their expertise enables them to appreciate 
the factual realities of  land administration 
more effectively than general forums dealing 
with multiple branches of  law. Strengthening 
revenue courts therefore strengthens the 
entire land governance system.

Several distinguished Indian jurists 
have emphasized that accessible justice is 
essential for the rule of  law. Nani Palkhivala 
repeatedly argued that the rule of  law derives 
its strength not merely from legislation but 
from institutions that command public 
confidence. Fali S. Nariman often stressed 
that justice delayed undermines public faith 
in legal institutions.

Harish Salve has spoken on numerous 
occasions about improving institutional 
efficiency and reducing unnecessary 
litigation through better administration.

Similarly, Soli J. Sorabjee consistently 
advocated accessible justice and stronger 
legal institutions that inspire public 
confidence. Although these eminent 
jurists largely practised constitutional 
and commercial law, the principles they 
championed, timely justice, institutional 
credibility, and efficient dispute resolution, 
are equally relevant to land administration.

If  Jammu & Kashmir seeks genuine land 
governance reforms, strengthening revenue 
courts should become a priority. Several 
reforms deserve serious consideration. 
First, dedicate specific court days every 
week exclusively for judicial work, free 
from administrative interruptions. Second, 
ensure that old revenue cases receive 
priority disposal through special drives. 
Third, introduce digital cause lists and 
online tracking of  revenue cases, allowing 
litigants to know the status of  their matters 
without repeated visits. Fourth, encourage 

speaking and well-reasoned orders that 
clearly explain the basis of  every decision. 
Fifth, strengthen training in revenue law, 
judicial procedure, evidence appreciation, 
and recent legal developments for 
revenue officers. Sixth, modernize court 
infrastructure by providing adequate staff, 
digitized records, scanners, computers, 
and proper record management systems. 
Seventh, conduct periodic inspections 
of  pending revenue litigation by higher 
revenue authorities to identify delays and 
administrative bottlenecks.

The digitisation of  Jamabandies, cadastral 
maps, mutation records, and village maps 
can significantly improve the quality of  
adjudication. Integrated digital land records 
enable quicker verification of  ownership 
history and reduce the possibility of  clerical 
errors. However, technology must assist—
not replace—the careful judicial application 
of  mind. Every land dispute involves facts, 
evidence, and human circumstances that 
require patient hearing.

An efficient revenue justice system would 
naturally reduce unnecessary civil litigation. 
When citizens receive prompt and reasoned 
decisions at the revenue level, fewer disputes 
escalate into prolonged civil suits.

Senior citizens across Jammu & Kashmir 
often recall an era when revenue courts 
enjoyed immense public respect. While every 
period had its own challenges, the enduring 
lesson is that accessible and timely justice 
strengthens both administration and society. 
Reviving that spirit does not mean returning 
to the past. It means combining the integrity, 
discipline, and dedication associated with 
earlier revenue administration with the 
advantages of  modern technology, digital 
land records, and transparent procedures.

The responsibility for strengthening 
revenue courts does not rest on Tehsildars 
alone. It requires coordinated efforts from 
policymakers, senior revenue authorities, 
judicial institutions, legal professionals, 
and the Bar. Efficient revenue courts are 

not merely an administrative necessity, they 
are a cornerstone of  rural justice, social 
harmony, and economic stability.

As Jammu & Kashmir advances towards 
comprehensive digitisation of  land records 
and modern land governance, equal 
attention must be paid to the institutions 
responsible for resolving disputes arising 
from those records. When revenue courts 
function effectively, the ordinary farmer 
need not travel from office to office or 
spend years in expensive litigation. Justice 
becomes accessible, confidence in public 

institutions grows, and civil courts are 
relieved of  avoidable burdens.

The measure of  a just society is not only 
the quality of  its laws but also the ease with 
which an ordinary citizen can obtain fair, 
timely, and affordable justice. Revitalising 
the Tehsildar's courts in Jammu & Kashmir 
would be a significant step towards fulfilling 
that promise.

The author can be mailed at 
miramin354@gmail.com

DEATH OF FACTS

How Social Media Rewards Noise Over Knowledge
RAQIF MAKHDOOMI

T
here’s a very famous 
Kashmir saying, “Hatte 
Hoen Khyate Zang, 
Khyakh Nai tae Zoore 
Khye." Which means 

inviting unnecessary trouble. I 
have seen people speaking things 
they don’t know anything about, 
but they speak about it just for 
the sake of  speaking. I have said it 
multiple times that in the times of  
likes and shares we have lost what 
really matters. What people have 
laid stress on is they want to be 
seen and noticed. Writing on social 
media platforms is a right under 
speech and expression.

But the same constitution has 
put restrictions on what to speak. 
People need to understand that 
they should keep in mind that 
speaking whatever they want to 
say has to be said in a manner that 
shouldn’t land them in trouble. 
Things keep happening, and they 
have a reason. Whatever we see 
happening has a reason to happen. 
But the common people have no 
understanding of  it. They think 
it happened just a night before, 
but nothing happens overnight. 
Everything has a reason to 
happen, and that reason isn’t 
known to people. When they see 
it on social media, they react to it 
without giving it a second thought. 
And this is where they fall for what 
they shouldn’t have fallen for. The 
problem is that when they get likes 
and shares, they think that they 
have written something which is 
so on point that their view is so 
on point that it has been shared 
so widely. But here they need to 
understand that they have helped 
something that shouldn’t have 
been helped.

But in the era of  social media, 
facts no more matter; the only 
thing that matters is how followers 
are gained. Another thing that 

has led to the erosion of  the facts 
is that platforms have become a 
place to earn money. People used 
to share valued opinions to add to 
the knowledge; now people share 
opinions just to get views. The urge 
to be famous on social media has 
made things worse on social media. 
There’s a saying, “Noun mai nukta 
doundna." Which means trying 
to find fault in everything, even 
when there’s none. That’s what 
social media is all about. Everyone 
wants to find a fault in every given 
situation. The unfortunate thing 
is that they think it makes them 
intellectual, but it doesn’t. When 
you have a negative thought about 
everything, you no longer are 
considered an opinion maker but 
a trouble creator.

Everyone wants to have an 
opinion to sound "intellectual", 
and in trying to be so, they often 
end up sharing an opinion where 

they don’t contribute to the society 
but just make things worse. It’s 
said that if  your words won’t add 
something good, it’s better not 
to speak. But unfortunately we 
have come to a place where stupid 
opinion has become an opinion 
and facts aren’t being respected. 
There was a time when 9/11 , a 
famous attack, was attributed to 
Muslims. Everyone used to post 
about it. A notion was set that the 
Muslims hate America and that 
the USA needs to be protected. 
There were Muslims who called 
for "de-radicalisation" of  Muslims. 
But as the time passed and the 
things came out open, it came 
to be known that this was their 
own conspiracy and it was a well-
planned thing.

But the opinions expressed 
helped the agenda, and those 
opinions are still used against the 
Muslims. We need to understand 

opinions set in public discourse, 
and the discourse sets the 
environment. And we all know 
what that environment led to for 
Muslims. The USA did nothing; it 
just executed a well-defined plan 
and then allowed the people to do 
the job. Everyone rushed to share 
the opinion without knowing 
the real reason. And for past 
somedays the same is happening 
on X. Everyone is running to share 
an opinion even without knowing 
anything. An incident happened 
some weeks back; there was a very 
burning topic. A principal was 
accused of  harassment. Everyone 
jumped in to have an opinion on it. 
And at the end the allegations were 
found fake. I am sure none of  those 
who wrote the long tweets actually 
had any concern regarding the 
incident; the only thing they 
wanted is to look intellectual and 
have an opinion for the sake of  

having an opinion. I didn’t frame 
the view out of  nowhere but after 
duly considering the things. All 
those who had an opinion when 
the principal was alleged had no 
opinion when the principal was 
cleared of  the allegations. This 
proves they want to go where 
there’s more audience.

Let’s come back to “Hatie 
Hounie kathie zang”. People here 
in Kashmir are really inclined to 
this. They want trouble to come 
and knock on their door. One has 
to understand that always having 
an opinion makes one land in 
trouble and knock on trouble 
for generations. People have 
misunderstood. Right to speech 
and expression with speaking 
whatever they want to. The right 
helps one to put across the right 
thing. People don’t want to learn 
anymore; all they want is to keep 
speaking whatever comes to their 
mind. One must remember that 
when two elephants fight, it’s 
the grass that’s crushed, not the 
elephants.  

Before we put across an opinion, 
we must know what to say, and most 
importantly, we must be able to 
make out what impact it shall have 
on the people who shall be reading 
it and especially what good it shall 
do. There’s a saying, “Think before 
you anymore." It was said for us 
because we no longer think before 
we speak. And when we start to 
think about it, the damage has been 
done. I seriously have every reason 
to believe that we think after we 
have spoken. We don’t even know 
what our opinion can do.

We must understand there are 
people who want a particular 
opinion to be generated, and we 
knowingly or unknowingly help 
them with their agenda.

Author is a law student, 
He can be mailed at 

raqifmakhdoomi818@gmail.com

Many small 
and marginal 
landholders 

feel compelled to 
approach civil courts 
for matters that 
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the effective functioning 
of  revenue authorities. 
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hardships on ordinary 
citizens.
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Pause, Listen, Strengthen, Then Ratify
 The Fight For A Convention That Actually Protects

SHOBHA SHUKLA 

R
ising attacks against 
health and gender rights 
are threatening the 
global AIDS response. No 
wonder, a special session 

on this issue hosted at the world's 
largest AIDS conference - the 26th 
International AIDS Conference (AIDS 
2026) - was full to capacity. This ses-
sion put the spotlight on a recent 
#PauseForPurpose protest organ-
ised by a group of  African feminists, 
survivors, women’s rights organisa-
tions and legal advocates around 
the Pan-African Parliament meet on 
25th July 2026. This meet was for the 
African Union Convention on Ending 
Violence Against Women and Girls 
(AU CEVAWG). They were not there to 
reject continental action against vio-
lence against women and girls. They 
were there to demand better.

Feminists demanded a single, insis-
tent message: pause, listen, strength-
en, then ratify. The protest marked the 
high-level parliamentary and multi-
stakeholder dialogue convened on 25 
July 2026 by the Pan-African Parlia-
ment, the African Union Commis-
sion, and partners. Official accounts 
framed the gathering 'as a push to 
accelerate signature, ratification, 
domestication and implementation' 
of  the African Union Convention on 
Ending Violence Against Women and 
Girls (AU CEVAWG). The Gambia was 
celebrated as the first state to ratify. 
Member states were urged to follow.

For the Pause for Purpose cam-
paign and the civil society groups that 
joined the demonstration, the official 
framing told only part of  the story. 
"The protest was important because it 
made it visible that the voices of  those 
who were not adequately reflected in 
the official framing of  the high-level 
dialogue should be taken into con-
sideration,” said Mai Aman, Legal 
Officer (Strengthening Legal Mecha-
nism), Initiative for Strategic Litiga-
tion in Africa (ISLA). "It was not to 
reject action against ending violence 
against women and girls. It was to 
demand better action, better protec-
tions, better convention.”

The campaign does not oppose a 
continental treaty on violence against 
women and girls. It fully supports 
decisive African action to prevent vio-
lence, protect survivors, hold perpe-
trators and governments accountable, 
and deliver effective remedies. What it 
rejects is the rush to ratification of  a 
text it argues is not yet fit for purpose.

"There is no contradiction between 
urgency and due diligence," Mai 
Aman said. Violence against women 
and girls demands urgent action, 
but urgency cannot justify lowering 
legal standards. A treaty is legally 
binding. Once ratified, it will shape 

national legislation, public policy, 
court decisions, state reporting and 
the remedies available to survivors 
for generations. The central question, 
therefore, is whether the present text 
strengthens the protections African 
women have already secured - par-
ticularly through the Protocol to the 
African Charter on Human and Peo-
ples' Rights on the Rights of  Women in 
Africa, known as the Maputo Protocol 
- or whether it introduces ambiguity 
and regression into an area where the 
law must be clear.

Mai Aman was a keynote speaker at 
the SHE & Rights session organised at 
AIDS 2026 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, by 

Global Center for Health Diplomacy and 
Inclusion (CeHDI), CNS and partners.

Pause for Purpose’s legal assess-
ment identifies concerns at 3 levels

First is the process. Many women’s 
rights organisations, survivors and civil 
society groups were not meaningfully 
consulted on the actual draft text. In 
a campaign survey of  approximately 
1,500 civil society organisations, only 
33% were aware that the convention 
was being drafted before its adoption, 
while 93% reported they had not been 
consulted. Consultation, the campaign 
insists, must be more than an invitation 
to endorse a predetermined outcome. It 
must give women and girls a genuine 
opportunity to examine the text, raise 
concerns and influence the final instru-
ment. “A treaty concerning African 
women cannot be developed without 
African women,” Aman said.

Second are substantive legal concerns. 
The convention does not consistently 
articulate protections as enforceable 
rights matched by clear state obligations. 
Several important matters are framed 
as objectives or principles rather than 
legal entitlements. It fails to establish a 
sufficiently strong anti-discrimination 
framework, even though gender-based 
discrimination and structural inequality 
are among the root causes of violence. 
Critical realities facing African women 
and girls - female genital mutilation, 
child marriage, domestic violence, mari-
tal rape, trafficking and conflict-related 
sexual violence - are not adequately 
addressed. Emerging forms of violence 
such as femicide and cyber violence are 
mentioned, yet the definitions and corre-
sponding obligations remain insufficient.

Language concerning the “family” 
and “African values” also requires care-
ful scrutiny. Without legal clarity, such 
phrasing can be mobilised by anti-rights 
actors to justify practices that restrict 
women’s autonomy or expose women 

and girls to violence. The Maputo Proto-
col already provides strong and explicit 
protections in several of these areas. A 
new treaty, the campaign argues, must 
build upon that foundation. It must not 
weaken, confuse or retreat from stan-
dards African women have fought hard 
to establish.

Third are questions of  implemen-
tation, monitoring and accountability. 
A treaty must clearly identify what 
governments are required to do, how 
compliance will be assessed, and what 
remedies are available when states 
fail. Good intentions and aspirational 
language are not enough. Arguments 
that weaknesses can be corrected after 
ratification through general comments, 
guidelines or litigation are unconvinc-
ing, Mai Aman of  ISLA said. Soft-law 
guidance cannot repair defects in a 
binding treaty. Litigation is expensive, 
slow and inaccessible to many survi-
vors. Amending a treaty after ratifica-
tion is politically and procedurally dif-
ficult. The safest and most responsible 
course is to correct the text before states 
become legally bound by it.

4 concrete asks of #PauseFor-
Purpose campaign

Therefore, at the Pan-African Parlia-
ment dialogue, the campaign and allied 
organisations advanced four concrete 
requests. First, the Parliament must 
ensure balance in the voices addressing 
parliamentarians and member states. 
If  those advocating immediate ratifica-
tion are given high-level platforms, then 
the women’s movement, survivors and 
legal experts calling for a pause must 
receive an equal and meaningful oppor-
tunity to be heard.

Second, the Parliament should trans-
mit the Pause for Purpose memoran-
dum - already submitted and received 
by the legal counsel and the chairper-
son of  the justice and human rights 
committee - to African Union (AU) 

member states, the African Union 
Commission, the African Commission 
on Human and Peoples’ Rights, the AU 
Special Envoy on Women, Peace and 
Security and other relevant bodies. 
Third, member states should pause 
further ratification and allow time for 
an independent, transparent and tech-
nically rigorous expert review.

Fourth, the African Union should 
initiate an inclusive revision process to 
align the convention with the Maputo 
Protocol and with international stan-
dards to which AU member states are 
already bound, producing a treaty that 
reflects the lived realities of  African 
women and girls.

This is not a call to delay without 
purpose. It is a call for due diligence, 
accountability and stronger protec-
tions. African women, the campaign 
insists, deserve more than a symbolic 
treaty. They deserve a convention 
that clearly names the violence they 
experience, creates enforceable obliga-
tions, provides effective accountability 
mechanisms and strengthens the legal 
protections already secured, said Mai.

The stakes are high. Gender-based 
violence remains one of  the most 
pervasive human rights violations on 
the continent, intersecting with pov-
erty, conflict, discriminatory custom-
ary practices and weak institutional 
responses. Survivors need laws that 
work in practice - laws that courts 
can enforce, that governments must 
report against, and that deliver real 
remedies rather than rhetorical com-
mitments. Treaties that paper over 
gaps or introduce ambiguous lan-
guage, risk becoming tools of  regres-
sion rather than progress, particu-
larly when anti-rights actors seize on 
vague references to culture or 'family' 
to constrain women’s autonomy.

Mai Aman’s message, and that of the 
broader Pause for Purpose coalition, 
remains consistent: African women are 
speaking. Parliament and member states 
must listen. The demand is not to aban-
don continental action, but to ensure that 
action is grounded in the hard-won stan-
dards of the Maputo Protocol, informed 
by the experiences of those it claims to 
protect, and crafted with the legal preci-
sion that binding instruments require.

“We pause today, we protect tomor-
row,” the campaign declares. Pause, 
listen, strengthen, then ratify. Only 
then, it argues, will Africa have a con-
vention capable of  achieving its stated 
objectives - and worthy of  the women 
and girls it is meant to serve.

Shobha Shukla is a feminist, health 
and development justice advocate

Remembering Hazrat Sheikh Hamza Makhdoom (RA)
RAYEES AHMAD KUMAR

H
azrat Sheikh Hamza 
Makhdoom (RA), also 
known by the name 
Makhdoom Sahib in 
Kashmir, was born in 

900 AH at Tujjar Shareef, a village 
in the Zanagir area of  Sopore town. 
His father’s name was Baba Usman 
Raina, a rich and respectable person 
of  the time, and his mother’s name 
was Bibi Maryam. Baba Usman sac-
rificed thirty sheep at the birth of  his 
beloved son, and the meat was distrib-
uted among the poor, destitute and 
needy people.

Hazrat Sheikh Hamza (RA) was a 
born saint. Once his mother felt ill 
and she couldn’t feed him her milk. 
Thus, a woman in neighbourhood 
was asked to feed him. Hazrat Sheikh 
Hamza (RA) didn’t take her milk. 
When enquired, it was revealed that 
the lady had left her own daughter 
at home and she hadn’t sought the 
permission of  her husband.

Sheikh Hamza spent his child-
hood at Tujjar Shareef, and he was 
not attracted to sports and games 
like other children of  his age. Once 
he mixed with other children of  the 
vicinity who were pelting stones on a 
mosque. Sheikh Hamza saw a dream 
on the same night and was asked to 
refrain from these childish acts.

He immediately repented over it 
and never indulged in the same in the 
future. Sheikh Hamza received his 
elementary education from a local 
maktab. His teachers taught him the 
Quran, its recitation and grammar. He 
read all the Persian books like Karima, 
Namihaq, Gulistan, Bostan, etc.

Malik Zeeta Raina the grandfather 
of  Sheikh Hamza took him to Srinagar 
where he was admitted in Darushifa 
the convent school of  Hazrat Sheikh 

Baba Ismail Kubravi. Hazrat Sheikh 
imparted both religious and spiritual 
training to students. Sheikh Hamza 
developed taste for literature and 
Islamic studies and wrote Arabic 
Hazrat Sheikh Persian.

He memorised the holy Quran and 
was later on admitted to the monastery 
of Shams Chak. He learnt the Quran, the 
Hadith, Jurisprudence, Logic, philosophy 
and literature. He had a sharp memory 
and good comprehension. Sheikh Hamza 
(RA) kept fast invariably and burnt mid-
night oil in remembrance of God. He 
got secret information from the saints 
and many a time had a vision of Hazrat 
Khazir. For his meeting and interaction, 
Sheikh Hamza (RA) mostly went to riv-
ersides, streams and springs.

Once he attended a feast along with 
other school mates. After meals he 
was also given some money by the 
host. But during the night, through 
a dream, he was warned not to attend 
the feasts in the future. The rulers of  
the times were of  the Shia sect, and 

sheikh Hamza had a meeting with 
a scholar, namely Mulla Shamshi 
Chack, who persuaded him to give up 
his Sunni sect and follow the Shia sect. 
He was impressed by the Shia leader 
but was in a fix. He therefore went to 
a mosque at Kohi maran called Zakir 
Masjid. He kept unbreakable fast 
and remained busy in remembrance 
of  God for three consecutive days. 
Through the dream in the night, he 
got a reply. A big gathering of  people 
in the compound of  the mosque was 
led by the Prophet of  Islam (PBUH) 
along with all four other caliphs.

It was here that Sheikh Hamza 
(RA) saw the prophet with four com-
panions, who told him that all four 
companions were correct, and he was 
directed to follow the path of  Ahli 
Sunnat Wal Jammat. He made up his 
mind to follow the sect of  Ahli Sunna 
Wal Jammat. He spent days and nights 
in worship and took regular baths in 
cold water during winter in order 
to offer the tahajud prayers. Sheikh 

Hamza (RA) was a great nature lover. 
Born among the mountains of  Tujjar 
Shareef, he spent a lot of  time in the 
hillock of  Kohi Maran, where he 
enjoyed the sweet breeze and natural 
habitat of  trees, grass, flowers, etc.

Due to continuous day and night 
worshipping, Sheikh Hamza (RA) 
often developed constant headache. 
He was advised by Syed Ahmad 
Kirmani (RA) to have a stroll in the 
natural environment where he could 
relieve the headache. Syed Jamaludin 
Bukhari (RA) of  Delhi who belonged 
to Suharvardi Lineage of  saints vis-
ited Madina Munnawara and there he 
had a dream. He saw Prophet (pbuh) 
talking to a young man.

Upon enquiring from the Prophet, 
it was told him that the young man 
belonged to Kashmir and he is the son 
of  Baba Usman and, spiritually, the 
offspring of  the Prophet (PBUH). The 
Prophet (pbuh) directed Syed Jamalu-
din to go to Kashmir for the spiritual 
guidance of  Sheikh Hamza (RA). He 
arrived in Kashmir in 932 AH, and 
Sheikh Hamza (RA) met him in the 
monastery of  Malik Ahmad Yatoo. 
Syed Jamaludin Bukhari trained and 
instructed him for six months, and 
after that, he went back to Delhi.

Sheikh Hamza’s (RA) residence, 
Makhdoom Mandaw, was the centre 
of  enlightenment and spiritual train-
ing because of  which people from 
far and wide were attracted to it. He 
went to far-off  places like Kamraj and 
Maraj, where he constructed mosques 
and spread the teachings of  Islam. 
He went to each corner of  the valley 
to preach truth and brotherhood. 
Under his patronage some famous 
mosques at Nadihal, Tujjar Shareef  
and Wuhangam of  Beeru were built. 
Sheikh Hamza (RA) displayed many 
miracles and supernatural happen-
ings by his spiritual powers.

Hazrat Baba Dawood Khaki has 
penned Virdul Murideen in praise 
of  his mentor and guide, in which he 
has mentioned many miracles of  his 
guide. Hazrat Moulana Feroze, Sheikh 
Hamza’s disciple, once lost his way in 
a desert. Then Sheikh Hamza (RA), 
while staying at Srinagar, came to 
his rescue. Baba Ali Raina Sheikh 
Hamza’s brother once was in Arabia 
for seeking knowledge. There was a 
hot rumour about his death in the 
valley. Hearing this, Sheikh Hamza 
told people that his brother is alright. 
Later it was proved right when Baba 
Ali returned back home safely. Haji 
Moosa, a disciple of  Sheikh Hamza 
(RA), went on pilgrimage along with 
twenty other fellows on foot. Their 
expenses lasted in just ten days in the 
middle of  the journey. Haji Moosa 
turned up to his mentor, who helped 
him by appearing before him and 
handed him over a bag of  gold coins.

Many ailing persons recovered by 
his simple look. Some suffering from 
fatal and acute diseases were cured 
by his benediction. A lot of  others 
suffering from paralysis, leprosy and 
hepatitis were cured by his prayers 
and blessings.

Hazrat Sheikh Hamza Makhdoom 
(RA) passed away at Makhdoom 
Mandaw on the 24th of  Saffar 984 
AH at the age of  84. He was bedrid-
den for a week only. Khwaja Muham-
mad Tahir gave gussul to his body 
and also led the funeral prayers. His 
funeral was taken to Kohi Maran from 
Eidgah, in which Ali Shah Chack, the 
ruler of  the time, also participated. 
Hazrat Sheikh Hamza Makhdoom 
(RA) didn’t marry and thus had no 
family. He lived a monastic life to lead 
people from darkness to light.

The author can be mailed at ray-
eeskumar31@gmail.com

Feminists demand-
ed a single, insis-
tent message: 

pause, listen, strength-
en, then ratify. The pro-
test marked the high-
level parliamentary 
and multi-stakeholder 
dialogue convened on 
25 July 2026 by the Pan-
African Parliament, the 
African Union Commis-
sion, and partners. 
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FROM THE FRONT PAGE

Cloudbursts,
within minutes, forcing residents to 

flee to safer places. Household belongings 
were damaged and agricultural fields were 
inundated.

The State Disaster Response Force 
(SDRF) launched rescue operations and 
safely evacuated around 80 people, includ-
ing schoolchildren and staff  members, 
from the affected areas.

"Relief  and rescue teams were imme-
diately pressed into service after the 
flash floods. Evacuation has been com-
pleted successfully and assessment of  the 
damage is underway," an SDRF official 
said.

A district official said no fatalities 
were reported from Shopian, but several 
houses and public infrastructure suffered 
damage.

In neighbouring Anantnag district, 
another cloudburst struck Batkoot in 
Pahalgam, triggering flash floods and 
damaging a kacha house belonging to a 
poor family. No injuries were reported.

Heavy rains also caused the collapse of  
the rear concrete wall of  the Nunwan base 
camp in Pahalgam, allowing water to enter 
the camp and damage several accommoda-
tion tents. Officials said the situation was 
later brought under control.

The rain fury also disrupted connec-
tivity in the tourist destination, with the 
Aishmuqam-Pahalgam road blocked near 
Langnai Bridge due to flooding, while 
another bridge at Batkoot sustained 
damage under the force of  the rushing 
water.

In North Kashmir's Bandipora district, 
another cloudburst was reported in the 
Arin-Dardpora area, damaging roads at 
several locations and disrupting move-
ment, officials said.

In Ganderbal district, strong winds blew 
away the rooftop of  a residential house in 
Bakura village and damaged an electricity 
pole. No injuries were reported.

In the Jammu region, continuous rain-
fall forced authorities to suspend traffic 
on the Jammu-Srinagar National High-
way after a stretch near Dawal Bridge in 
Udhampur's Samroli area became unsafe.

Officials said the road had turned slushy 
and slippery due to persistent rainfall, 
prompting the closure of  traffic from both 
directions.

"NHAI personnel and traffic police are 
on the spot with machinery to restore the 
road. Commuters are advised not to under-
take travel on NH-44 until the highway is 
declared safe," an official said.

Heavy rainfall was also reported from 
Rajouri district, where rivers and streams 
were flowing close to danger levels, 
prompting authorities to monitor vulner-
able areas.

In the Union Territory of  Ladakh, flash 
floods caused widespread damage in the 
remote villages of  Badgam and Hardass 
in Kargil district.

Officials said several houses, village 
infrastructure and agricultural fields 
were damaged in Badgam village, while 
Hardass, known for its apricot orchards, 
witnessed extensive losses to orchards 
and farmland, affecting the livelihood of  
growers.

Police, volunteers and local rescue agen-
cies carried out relief  operations in the 
affected villages as residents sought com-
pensation and long-term flood protection 
measures.

Meanwhile, four boys were rescued 
safely from the middle of  Dal Lake after 
their boat got stranded due to sudden 
gusty winds.

Officials said a Quick Response Team of  
the SDRF rushed to the spot and evacuated 
all four boys safely without any injuries.

The Meteorological Centre has forecast 
intermittent spells of  rain and thunder-
storms across Jammu and Kashmir over 
the next five days, warning of  heavy rain-
fall at isolated places that could trigger 
flash floods, landslides, mudslides and 
shooting stones in vulnerable areas.

Officials advised people living near 
streams and landslide-prone areas to 
remain alert and avoid unnecessary travel 
during periods of  intense rainfall.

Meanwhile, the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) said rainfall during the 
past 24 hours was mainly confined to parts 
of  Jammu division, with Jammu record-
ing 24.4 mm of  rainfall and Katra receiv-
ing 8 mm. Kupwara received 0.8 mm, Gul-
marg 0.6 mm, while Pahalgam and Batote 
recorded trace rainfall.

According to the Meteorological Centre, 
Srinagar recorded a maximum tempera-
ture of  32.2 degrees Celsius, 2.1 degrees 
above normal, while the minimum settled 
at 19.8 degrees Celsius. Qazigund record-
ed 30.6 degrees Celsius, Pahalgam 28.1 
degrees Celsius, Kupwara 31.3 degrees 
Celsius and Gulmarg 21.2 degrees Celsius.

Jammu recorded a maximum of  33.4 
degrees Celsius, while Muzaffarabad was 
the hottest place in the region at 35 degrees 
Celsius.

The MeT department has forecast light 
to moderate rain and thundershowers at 
many places across Jammu and Kashmir 
on August 3 and 4, with the possibility of  
heavy rain and brief  spells of  torrential 
showers in a few districts.

It said similar weather conditions are 
likely between August 5 and 7, while scat-

tered rain and thundershowers are expect-
ed from August 8 to 10.

The weather office warned that intense 
rainfall over the next five days could trig-
ger flash floods, landslides and shooting 
stones at vulnerable places, particularly 
in parts of  Jammu division, and advised 
people to remain alert and avoid unneces-
sary travel during periods of  heavy rain—
(KNO)

‘J&K Govt School Teaching
-run-schools that reduced to 94,202 in 

the academic year 2024-25.
Furthermore, the figures tabled by the 

Government of  India (GoI) in the Lok 
Sabha states that in the academic year 
2025-26 Jammu and Kashmir had only 
91,569 teachers in government schools.

The GoI however clarified that the 
recruitment of  teachers is a continuous 
process undertaken by the respective 
State Governments, UT Administrations 
in accordance with their recruitment 
rules and procedures.

“Vacancies arise from time to time 
due to factors such as retirement, res-
ignation, creation of  new posts conse-
quent to enhanced student enrolment 
and establishment of  new schools. The 
timeline for filling up such vacancies is 
also determined by the respective State 
Governments and UT Administrations,” 
GoI informed the house.

It also said that the GoI on its part peri-
odically advises states and UTs to fill up 
vacant posts of  teachers through trans-
parent and merit-based recruitment pro-
cesses, including through autonomous 
teacher recruitment boards or similar 
organisations.

As already reported by KNO, the gov-
ernment-run-schools in Jammu and 
Kashmir average less than five teachers 
per school and on the contrary private 
schools average more than 13 teachers 
per institute respectively—thus raising 
a question on quality of  education being 
imparted to students.

The official figures in this had revealed 
that in the academic year 2025-16, Jammu 
and Kashmir sees government schools 
average with just 4.8 teachers per school.

However, on the contrary, private 
schools in J&K on an average have 
recorded 13.7 teachers per school.

It also reveals that despite having a 
dominance of  18,787 schools, the govern-
ment is functioning the School Education 
Department with just 91,569 teachers and 
on the contrary, Jammu and Kashmir’s 
5,397 private schools exert a huge human 
resource of  74,226 teachers.

Furthermore, the MoE figures had 
revealed that despite having only 5,397 
private schools in Jammu and Kashmir, 
the private sector is educating nearly 
fifty percent of  the total student enrol-
ment with 12.89 lakh out of  26.53 lakh 
total enrolled students.

As per the fresh figures revealed by 
the MoE, private schools in Jammu and 
Kashmir average 239 students per insti-
tution.

The government-run-schools on the 
contrary, despite having 18,852 infra-
structures, the department is manag-
ing only 51.4 percent students with 13.63 
lakh students—averaging a mere 72 stu-
dents per school.

Earlier this news agency reported that 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 1,544 schools 
are being run by single teachers each 
wherein more than 33,537 students are 
enrolled.

The Union Territory was also func-
tioning with 188 such schools that were 
having zero student enrolments. Inter-
estingly, 87 teachers are still deployed to 
these empty institutions, drawing sala-
ries while teaching no one.

These figures were recently released 
by the Department of  School Education 
and Literacy for the Ministry of  Educa-
tion (MoE) wherein the ministry has said 
that 1544 schools in Jammu and Kashmir 
are functioning with single teachers.

MoE had also said that there were 33,537 
students enrolled in those 1544 schools 
that are functioning with single teachers.

Furthermore, MoE had said that 87 
teachers are posted in such schools that 
are having zero enrolments and 188 schools 
are without any student enrolled—(KNO)

LG Calls For Nature
. Move beyond concrete embankments 

to restore floodplains and wetlands, com-
bining built structures with natural sys-
tems,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor urged uni-
versities to elevate Nature-based Solu-
tions into a multidisciplinary subject, 
spanning ecology, hydrology, engineer-
ing, economics, disaster management, 
and traditional knowledge. He stressed 
that future professionals must under-
stand the interconnectedness of  eco-
systems, economies, technologies, and 
societies.

Recalling the Green Jammu Kashmir 
Drive launched in 2020, which raised 
forest cover to nearly 55 percent, the 
Lieutenant Governor reiterated the 
importance of  sustainable living. He 

envisioned a Himalaya where watersheds 
are healthier, wetlands thrive, and rivers 
flow naturally, sustaining biodiversity 
and culture.

“By placing nature at the centre of  
development, integrating modern tech-
nology with traditional wisdom, and 
involving communities as equal part-
ners, the Himalayan region can build 
resilience against climate change. We 
must remember that Himalayas are 
not merely a geographical entity but a 
living heritage that demands foresight, 
patience, and responsibility,” the Lieu-
tenant Governor said.

On the occasion, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor released the special edition of  IUST's 
monthly magazine 'Times Echo' on 100-
Day Anti-Drug campaign and Policy 
Brief  on Nasha Mukt Jammu Kashmir 
Abhiyan, prepared by various experts of  
J&K. Certificates were also handed over 
to the PMKVY trainees.

Shri Justice Sanjeev Kumar, Chief  
Justice (Acting), High Court of  Jammu 
Kashmir and Ladakh; Prof. Shakil A. 
Romshoo, Vice Chancellor, IUST; Prof. 
Shamim Ahmad Shah, Registrar, IUST; 
Prof. Javed Hussain Mir, Convener of  the 
Conference; eminent scientists, experts, 
senior officials, faculty and students 
attended the conference.

Cabinet to
helpers continue to receive a low hon-

orarium, but said successive National 
Conference governments have taken 
steps to improve their welfare.

She said the honorarium was enhanced 
during the government led by Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah between 2008 and 
2014, and that the present government 
is committed to ensuring they receive a 
better share and that Anganwadi centres 
receive greater budgetary support.

Praising the contribution of  Angan-
wadi workers, Itoo said they have contin-
ued to serve people even during difficult 
times and deserve recognition for their 
role in implementing welfare schemes at 
the grassroots level.

She also said the government is exam-
ining issues related to the service condi-
tions of  Anganwadi workers. Referring 
to changes made after 2019, the minister 
said the earlier system was altered by 
introducing a retirement age, a decision 
she termed incorrect, adding that the 
government is working to address the 
matter—(KNO)

CM To Preside Over
appointment that the Advisor to the 

Chief  Minister will preside over an Inde-
pendence Day function.

According to the communique, deputy 
commissioners will take the salute in 13 
other districts, apart from those where 
ministers will preside over the functions.

Sub-divisional magistrates will take 
the salute at respective sub-divisional 
headquarters, while tehsildars or the 
senior-most civil officers will preside at 
tehsil, block, and municipal headquar-
ters, as decided by the concerned deputy 
commissioner—(KNO)

J&K Sees Sharp
intermediaries for tracing money trails 

and placing lien holdings on defrauded 
funds.

Ladakh recorded eight fraud cases 
involving a negligible amount in FY 
2025-26, while 18 cases involving Rs 0.07 
crore were reported in FY 2023-24 and 13 
cases involving Rs 0.03 crore in FY 2024-
25—(KNO)

'J&K Gets Rs 60,240
banks, microfinance institutions and 

other member lending institutions.
Across the country, more than 59.14 

crore loans amounting to Rs 41.71 lakh 
crore had been sanctioned under the 
scheme as of  June 2026. The beneficia-
ries include women and young entrepre-
neurs, with the government stating that 
the initiative has improved credit access 
for small businesses and self-employed 
individuals.

The data was presented as part of  the 
Centre’s response on the impact of  the 
flagship credit scheme on micro and 
small enterprises, youth and women, 
along with state-wise details of  benefi-
ciaries and loan sanctions.

Jmu-Sgr Highway
rumours and advised commuters to 

check the latest road status through the 
Traffic Police’s official social media han-
dles and Traffic Control Units.

In 2026, 35 Cloudbursts
repeated flash floods in recent weeks.
The latest spell of  extreme weather 

on Monday left two persons dead after 

multiple cloudbursts struck different 
parts of  the Union Territory, includ-
ing Kupwara, Shopian, Bandipora and 
Anantnag, while heavy rainfall disrupt-
ed normal life across both Kashmir and 
Jammu divisions.

Officials said recurring cloudbursts 
have damaged dozens of  residential 
houses, shops, schools, roads, bridges, 
irrigation channels and agricultural 
fields this year. Several villages have 
witnessed inundation following sudden 
flash floods, forcing authorities to evacu-
ate residents and deploy rescue teams.

The strategic Jammu-Srinagar Nation-
al Highway has also faced repeated dis-
ruptions due to landslides, mudslides 
and shooting stones triggered by heavy 
rainfall, affecting the movement of  pas-
sengers and essential supplies on mul-
tiple occasions.

Disaster management officials said 
mountainous districts in the Chenab 
Valley, particularly Kishtwar and Doda, 
along with upper reaches of  Shopian, 
Kupwara and other hilly areas of  Kash-
mir, remain among the most vulnerable 
regions because of  their steep terrain 
and proximity to seasonal streams.

Meteorologists define a cloudburst as 
an extremely intense and highly local-
ised rainfall event in which precipitation 
exceeds 100 millimetres within an hour 
over an area of  around 20 to 30 square kilo-
metres. Such events often trigger sudden 
flash floods, debris flows and landslides, 
leaving little time for evacuation.

According to meteorological experts, 
the growing frequency of  cloudbursts in 
Jammu and Kashmir is being driven by 
the interaction of  moisture-laden south-
west monsoon winds with western dis-
turbances over the Himalayas.

They said the region's steep mountain 
slopes force moisture-rich air to rise 
rapidly, a process known as orographic 
lifting, leading to the formation of  tower-
ing cumulonimbus clouds. These clouds 
often become trapped within narrow val-
leys, where they continue accumulating 
moisture until they suddenly collapse, 
releasing massive volumes of  rain over 
a small area within minutes.

Experts also attribute the phenomenon 
to intense atmospheric instability. Strong 
upward air currents keep raindrops sus-
pended inside clouds, allowing enormous 
quantities of  water to accumulate. Once 
these updrafts weaken under the increasing 
weight of  the water, the cloud system col-
lapses, resulting in an intense cloudburst.

Recent assessments by the India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) and 
the Geological Survey of  India indicate 
an increasing trend in such mountain 
hazards and recommend strengthening 
early warning systems through X-band 
Doppler weather radars, dense networks 
of  automated weather stations and real-
time community alert mechanisms.

The studies also call for hazard mapping 
of  vulnerable slopes and flood channels, 
strict regulation of  construction in flood-
plains and dry riverbeds, controlled urban 
expansion in ecologically fragile mountain 
areas, large-scale afforestation and protec-
tion of  wetlands to reduce the impact of  
flash floods and landslides—(KNO)
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       DEPARTMENT OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT & PANCHAYATI RAJ 
    OFFICE OF THE BLOCK DEVELOPMENT OFFICER D H PORA

NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
EOI No.: 10/DHPB/SBMG/2026  |  Dated: 28/07/2026

Subject:  Expression of Interest for Selection of Executing Agencies for Operation and Maintenance of Rural Solid Waste Management 
Infrastructure in Five Operational Zones of Block D.H. Pora under Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen), Phase II.

The Block Development Officer, D.H. Pora, on behalf of the District Administration, Kulgam, invites sealed Expressions of Interest from 
eligible registered community-based institutions for engagement as Executing Agencies for operation, maintenance and management 
of Solid Waste Management Infrastructure in the Five Operational Zones of Block D.H. Pora under Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen), 
Phase II.
The engagement shall include operation of Segregation Sheds, Compost Pits, Waste Collection Vehicles, Door to Door Waste Collection, 
User Charge Collection, Scientific Waste Processing and all other activities prescribed under the District Solid Waste Management 
Framework.
1. Operational Zones 
Five Executing Agencies shall be selected, one for each 
Operational Zone.
Zone Panchayats Covered
Zone I Ahmadabad A & B Khull A & B, Kounserbal
Zone II Bangiward, C R Pora , Waripora & H M Guri
Zone III Yarikha A , B C and Nandimarg A & B
Zone IV D H Pora A & B, Laisoo, Gandwani & Yaroo
Zone V Nihama, Ladgoo, Samnoo & Hariweth

2. Scope of Work
The selected Executing Agency shall be responsible for:
1) Door to door collection of segregated waste.
2) Scientific segregation of waste.
3) Operation and maintenance of Segregation Sheds.
4) Scientific composting of biodegradable waste.
5) Transportation of recyclable waste to PWMU or 

designated facility.
6) Safe handling of sanitary and domestic hazardous waste.
7) Removal of roadside litter and legacy waste.
8) Operation and maintenance of Waste Collection Vehicles.
9) Collection of user charges.
10) Maintenance of consumer database and operational 

records.
11) Submission of monthly operational and financial reports.
12) Awareness generation and IEC activities.
13) Compliance with Solid Waste Management Rules and 

directions issued by the District Administration.
3 Eligibility The following registered institutions are eligible:
1) Self Help Groups.
2) Cooperative Societies.
3) Farmer Producer Organizations.
4) Youth Cooperatives.
5) Registered Waste Management Societies.
6) Community Based Enterprises.
7)  Limited Liability Partnerships fulfilling the prescribed 

criteria.
4 Essential Manpower Each selected agency shall deploy:
• One Swachhta Supervisor.
• One Swachhta Saathi for each Segregation Shed.
• One Driver for each Waste Collection Vehicle.
• One Helper for each Waste Collection Vehicle.
• One Authorized Fee Collector.
• Additional manpower wherever required.
5 Documents to be Submitted Applicants shall 

submit: Application Form. Registration Certificate. 
Memorandum and Bye Laws. PAN Card.

• GST Registration, wherever applicable.
• Latest Bank Statement.
• Membership List.
• Aadhaar of Office Bearers.
• Office Address Proof.
• Proposed Manpower Deployment Plan.
• Experience Certificates, if any.
• Affidavit declaring correctness of information.
• Any other document required by the Block Administration.
6 Evaluation Criteria
Selection shall be made strictly on merit. 
Parameter  Marks
Years of Registration  15 
Membership Strength  20 
Local Presence  15
Financial Capability  15 
Manpower Availability  15 
Women Participation  10 
Educational Qualification  10 
Total   100
7 Submission of Applications
• Applications shall be submitted in sealed envelopes 

superscribed:

• “Application for Selection of Executing Agency for 
Operational Zone No._Block D.H. Pora”

Addressed to:
• The Block Development Officer D.H. Pora District Kulgam
• Last Date for Submission: 17 August 2026
• Date of Opening: 18 August 2026
8 Selection Procedure
The Block Level Committee shall scrutinize all applications.
Eligible applicants shall be evaluated on the approved Evaluation 
Matrix.
The highest ranked agency in each Operational Zone shall be 
recommended to the District Sanitation Committee.
After approval, the selected agency shall execute an Agreement 
with the Block Administration before commencement of work.
9 Period of Engagement
Initial engagement shall be for one year.
Extension shall depend upon satisfactory performance, recovery 
of user charges, maintenance of infrastructure and compliance 
with the SWM Framework.
10 Important Instructions
Incomplete applications shall not be considered.
The Block Administration reserves the right to accept or reject any 
application without assigning any reason.
The selected agency shall comply with all provisions of the SWM 
Framework and Solid Waste Management Rules.
Block Development Officer
D.H. Pora
ANNEXURE I
APPLICATION FORM
1. Name  of Institution
2. Registration Number
3. Date of Registration 
4. Category 
5. Office Address 
6. Operational Zone Applied For 
7. Name of President 
8. Mobile Number
9. Number of Members
10. Number of Female Members
11. Number of Staff Proposed
12. Bank Name
13. Account Number
14. IFSC Code
15. Experience in Waste Management
16. List of Enclosures 
ANNEXURE II DOCUMENT CHECKLIST
► Registration Certificate
► Bye Laws
► PAN Card
► GST Registration
► Aadhaar of Office Bearers
► Bank Statement
► Membership List
► Office Address Proof
► Manpower Deployment Plan
► Experience Certificate
► Affidavit
► Any Other Supporting Document 

ANNEXURE III
TECHNICAL EVALUATION SHEET
Parameter Maximum Marks Marks Awarded
Registration 15
Membership 20
Local Presence 15
Financial Capability 15
Manpower 15
Women Participation 10
Educational Qualification 10
Total 100
Remarks:
Recommendation:

 

e-Mail: bdodhporajk@gamil.com 
   رحکومت جموں و کشمی

DEPARTMENT OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT & PANCHAYATI RAJ 
OFFICE OF THE BLOCK DEVELOPMENT OFFICER D H PORA 
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Huts at Shikargah Tral 
to be operational soon, 
outsourcing process on

JAHANGEER GANAIE

PULWAMA: Tour-
ism Department has 
announced that newly 
constructed tourist huts at 
the picturesque Shikargah 
area of  Tral in South Kash-
mir's Pulwama district will 
soon be made operational 
through outsourcing after 
necessary repairs.

An official of  the tour-
ism department said that 
the huts were constructed 
by the Jammu and Kash-
mir Cable Car Corporation 
(JKCCC) and were only 
recently handed over to the 
Tourism Department.

"The huts have been 
transferred to the Tour-
ism Department. We have 
already deputed an official 
for the watch and ward of  
the assets to ensure they 
remain protected," he said.

The official said the 
department has initiated 
the process of  outsourcing 
and we hope everything 
will be normal very soon.

The assurance has been 
welcomed by residents, 
who had earlier urged the 
government to prevent the 
newly created infrastruc-

ture from falling into dis-
repair.

Basharat Ahmad, a res-
ident of  Tral, said locals 
had welcomed the govern-
ment's decision to establish 
tourist huts in Shikargah 
with the expectation that 
the project would strength-
en tourism and create 
employment opportunities 
for local youth.

"We were disappointed 
to see the huts lying unat-
tended for a long time. 
Proper maintenance and 
management are essential 
if  these facilities are to ben-
efit visitors and the local 
population," he said.

Another resident, 
Abbas Ahmad, said public 
infrastructure should not 
remain idle after huge 
investments.

"If  such facilities are 
maintained and operated 
properly, they can attract 
tourists, generate liveli-
hoods and contribute to the 
local economy. We hope the 
government's latest deci-
sion is implemented with-
out further delay," he said.

Shikargah has long 
been identified as one of  
Kashmir's most promising 
eco-tourism destinations. 
In 2017, the government 
announced an ambitious 
plan to develop the area as 
a major picnic and tourist 
spot, including a proposal 
to connect Tral with the 
famous tourist resort of  
Pahalgam through a trek-
king route.

Situated at an altitude 
of  nearly 2,130 metres, 
around 40 kilometres from 

Srinagar and just three 
kilometres from Tral town, 
Shikargah is known for its 
dense forests, sprawling 
meadows and breathtaking 
landscapes. The destination 
also houses the Hangul Con-
servation Breeding Centre, 
which has played a signifi-
cant role in the conservation 
of  the endangered Kashmir 
stag.

Historically, the area 
served as a favourite hunt-
ing retreat of  Maharaja 
Hari Singh before being 
opened to the public in 2011 
to promote tourism and 
support the local economy.

Despite witnessing a 
steady increase in tour-
ist footfall over the years, 
residents believe that inad-
equate infrastructure man-
agement has prevented 
Shikargah from achieving 
its full tourism potential.

They expressed opti-
mism that the proposed 
repairs and outsourcing of  
the huts would finally make 
the long-awaited facilities 
operational, improve visi-
tor experience and create 
new employment opportu-
nities for the youth of  the 
area—(KNO)

DLSA G'bal commences 3-Day Training Programme for Community Mediators
GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL:  District 
Legal Services Authority 
(DLSA), Ganderbal Monday 
commenced a Three-Day 
Training Programme for 
newly selected Community 
Mediators at the Conference 
Hall, District Court Com-
plex, Ganderbal.

The programme is being 
conducted from 3rd to 5th 
August, 2026 under the 
NALSA SOP on Community 
Mediation Towards Litiga-
tion Free Rural India.

The inaugural session 

was attended by Abdul 
Nasir, Chairman, District 
Legal Services Authority 
(Principal District & Ses-
sions Judge), Ganderbal, 
and  Sheikh Babar Hussain, 
Secretary, District Legal 
Services Authority, Gander-
bal, besides trained media-
tors, newly selected Com-
munity Mediators as well 
as Para Legal Volunteers.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Chairman, DLSA 
Ganderbal, stressed upon 
the growing importance 
of  mediation in the justice 
delivery system and encour-

aged the participants to 
actively engage in the train-
ing programme so that they 
could effectively serve their 
communities as impartial 
and competent mediators 
in community Mediation.

Secretary, DLSA Gander-
bal, emphasized the impor-
tance of  community media-
tion as an effective, accessible 
and people-centric mecha-
nism for amicable settlement 
of  disputes at the grassroots 
level especially in rural areas. 
He highlighted that trained 
Community Mediators 
would play a significant role 

in strengthening access to 
justice, fostering social har-
mony and reducing avoidable 
litigation as well as providing 
training to the newly selected 
Community Mediators as 
per Community Mediation 
Training Manual.

The training sessions on 
the first day were conducted 
strictly in accordance with 
the NALSA Community 
Mediation Training Manual 
and the NALSA Standard 
Operating Procedure (SOP) 
on Community Mediation 
Towards Litigation Free 
Rural India.

ADDC Shopian reviews Youth 

Engagement Programme
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Additional 
District Development Com-
missioner (ADDC) Shopi-
an, Dr. Nasir Ahmed Lone 
Monday chaired a compre-
hensive review meeting on 
the implementation of  the 
Youth Engagement Pro-
gramme in the district.

The meeting reviewed 
the progress of  activi-
ties being undertaken by 
various departments and 
deliberated on the roadmap 
for ensuring greater youth 
participation across the 
district.

During the meeting, 
the ADDC directed all 
departments to prepare 
and implement system-
atic, well-coordinated and 
time-bound action plans. 
He emphasized that youth 
engagement initiatives 
should be decentralized 
and organized at the zonal 
and grassroots levels to 
ensure maximum out-
reach.

The ADDC stressed the 
need for establishing facili-
tation centres and ensur-
ing active coordination 
among line departments. 
He called upon officers to 

involve teachers, AWWs, 
ASHAs, Panchayat rep-
resentatives and other 
grassroots functionaries 
in mobilizing youth for dif-
ferent activities.

He instructed depart-
ments including Education, 
Social Welfare, Agriculture, 
Horticulture, Sheep Hus-
bandry, Skill Development, 
Youth Services & Sports, 
DIC and other stakeholder 
departments to work in 
close coordination for effec-
tive implementation of  the 
programme.

The meeting also dis-
cussed scheduling of  sports, 

skill development, aware-
ness and career-oriented 
activities. Departments 
were directed to upload 
event details regularly and 
maintain proper documen-
tation of  all activities.

The ADDC emphasized 
that every youth should 
be meaningfully engaged 
through constructive 
activities aimed at building 
skills, leadership qualities 
and positive community 
participation. He under-
scored that the programme 
should serve as an effective 
platform to channelize the 
energy of  youth towards 

nation-building while pro-
tecting them from drug 
abuse and other social 
evils.

The meeting concluded 
with a resolve to ensure 
coordinated efforts by all 
departments for the suc-
cessful implementation 
of  the Youth Engagement 
Programme across District 
Shopian.

The meeting was attend-
ed by CEO, Shopian Devel-
opment Authority, GM, 
DIC, ACD, Principal, GDC 
Shopian/Zainapora, CEO, 
CMO, CHO, CAHO and 
other concerned.

Machail Mata Yatra witnesses 
smooth pilgrim movement

NIT Srinagar's FOSS Club 
Hosts Hands-On Workshop 
on Frappe Framework

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Free 
and Open-Source Software 
(FOSS) Club at the Nation-
al Institute of  Technology 
(NIT) Srinagar organised 
a hands-on technical 
workshop on the Frappe 
Framework and ERPNext, 
introducing students to 
open-source tools used for 
developing enterprise and 
business applications.

It was attended by Dean 
of  Students Welfare, Prof. 
Mohd Abid Bazaz, along 
with faculty members Dr. 
Pramod Kumar Yadav, 
Dr. Pankaj Kumar and 
Scientific Officer NIT Sri-
nagar, Er. Mustafa Zargar, 
who interacted with par-
ticipants and encouraged 
students to engage with 
emerging open-source 
technologies.

The technical session 
was led by Akshit Bhard-
waj, Team Lead, who con-
ducted live coding demon-
strations and explained 
the fundamentals of  the 
Frappe Framework and 
ERPNext.

Participants were intro-
duced to the process of  
developing business appli-
cations, writing client-side 
scripts and deploying basic 
software modules using 
the framework.

Members of  the FOSS 
Club provided hands-on 
assistance throughout 
the workshop, helping 
participants install the 
framework, configure the 

development environment, 
and build their first appli-
cations during the interac-
tive session.

The workshop, spon-
sored by Myasa NextGen 
Technology, drew par-
ticipation from a large 
number of  students, who 
attended the session with 
their laptops to gain prac-
tical exposure to applica-
tion development using 
the Python-based Frappe 
Framework.

The organisers said the 
workshop was aimed at 
equipping students with 
practical skills in open-
source software develop-
ment and exposing them to 
technologies widely used 
in enterprise application 
development.

The event also provided 
students with an opportu-
nity to interact with devel-
opers, clarify technical 
concepts and understand 
the role of  open-source 
platforms in the software 
industry.

The workshop forms 
part of  the FOSS Club's 
ongoing efforts to promote 
collaborative learning and 
encourage students to 
contribute to open-source 
software projects. Accord-
ing to the organisers, the 
FOSS Club of  the Insti-
tute will continue to sup-
port student-led technical 
activities that strengthen 
innovation, skill develop-
ment, and industry readi-
ness among engineering 
students.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KISHTWAR: Deputy 
Commissioner Kishtwar 
Pankaj Kumar Sharma 
Monday visited Machail 
Mata temple and conduct-
ed a detailed review of  the 
arrangements put in place 
by the District Administra-
tion for the convenience 
and safety of  the pilgrims.

The annual Shri Mach-
ail Mata Ji Yatra 2026 was 
resumed on July 28, wit-
nessing increasing footfall 
of  devotees from across the 
country.

He interacted with 
locals and assessed the 
ground situation while 
reviewing the effective-
ness of  the infrastructure 

and services being made 
available for the smooth 
and successful conduct of  
the yatra.

The DC reviewed key 
arrangements, including 
parking facilities, trans-
portation, water supply, 
power, sanitation, accom-
modation facilities for pil-
grims, security measures 
and the progress of  ongo-
ing developmental works 
at Shri Machail Mata 
Bhawan. He issued on-the-
spot directions to the con-
cerned officials to ensure 
the smooth movement of  
pilgrims, strengthen safety 
measures and ensure that 
no pilgrim faces any incon-
venience during the yatra.

The DC also took stock 
of  the availability of  essen-
tial services and com-
modities at the Bhawan. 
He directed the concerned 
departments to expedite 
the pace of  ongoing works 

and complete the same 
within the stipulated time-
lines.

The DC directed the 
Yatra Camp Director to 
make all necessary facili-
ties available to provide a 
comfortable and hassle-
free pilgrimage experience 
to the devotees.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of  this year’s 100% 
plastic-free yatra, the DC 
directed the enforcement 
departments to maintain 
cleanliness and sanita-
tion throughout the yatra 
period. He also appealed 
to pilgrims   to avoid the 
use of  single-use plastic, 
maintain cleanliness and 
keep the yatra route clean 
and hygienic. BDO Paddar 

was directed to undertake 
the repair, renovation and 
restoration of  Durga Raru 
Khul towards Machail to 
meet the demands raised 
by the locals.

The locals apprised the 
Deputy Commissioner of  
various issues concern-
ing the area. The DC gave 
a patient hearing and 
issued on-the-spot direc-
tions to the concerned 
departments for necessary 
action.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also interacted with 
the NDRF Team stationed 
at Machail, reviewed their 
preparedness. He directed 
the NDRF Team to stay 
vigilant throughout the 
yatra period to tackle any 
unforeseen situation.

The DC paid obeisance 
at the revered shrine, 
praying for peace, pros-
perity and well-being of  
the people of  the District.
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135th Durand Cup: Mridul Doley shines with hat-
trick as FC Raengdai stun TRAU in 7-goal thriller

IANS

IMPHAL: FC Raengdai's 
fairytale run through the 
135th Durand Cup shows 
no sign of  running out 
of  chapters as they over-
turned the home crowd 
and outlasted Tiddim 
Road Athletic Union 
(TRAU) FC 4-3 in a Group 
D contest at the Khuman 
Lampak Main Stadium in 
Imphal on Monday.

Durand Cup newcom-
ers FC Raengdai won a 
match that swung on its 
axis often enough to leave 
both dugouts looking 
faintly seasick by the end 
of  it.

There was barely a pas-
sage of  the ninety-plus 
minutes that did not carry 
some fresh implication for 
the group table, and fewer 
still that allowed either 
set of  supporters to settle 
into their seats. FC Raeng-
dai, debutants in this 
competition, played like a 
side entirely unburdened 
by the occasion, while 
TRAU discovered that a 
two-goal deficit in front of  
their own crowd is rather 

more easily conjured than 
erased.

The result sends FC 
Raengdai top of  Group 
D with six points from 
two matches, a start few 
would have predicted for 
a side playing only its 
second-ever Durand Cup 
fixture. Neroca sit second 
on one point from a single 
outing, with TRAU third, 
also on one point but with 
two games gone.

Indian Navy occupy 

fourth without a win 
to their name. With the 
group not yet at its half-
way mark, the picture 
remains fluid, though 
Monday's result has plain-
ly done TRAU's cause no 
favours.

Mridul Doley did most 
of  the early damage, scor-
ing either side of  the half-
hour to give FC Raengdai 
a cushion that looked, for 
a spell, entirely comfort-
able. TRAU's response 

arrived just before the 
interval through Chanam 
Akash Meitei, only for 
Chongtham Kishan Singh 
to restore the two-goal gap 
in first-half  stoppage time.

Afdal Varikkodan 
pulled one back within 
two minutes of  the 
restart, and when Lan-
chungrei Pamei turned 
the ball into his own net 
in the 67th minute, parity 
had been restored for the 
second time in an evening 

that seemed to specialise 
in it. Doley had the final 
word, completing his hat-
trick in the 79th minute to 
send FC Raengdai back in 
front for good.

From the opening 
exchanges, this had 
the feel of  an evening 
in which noise itself  
might carry Raengdai's 
story forward. Khuman 
Lampak was heaving, and 
though TRAU carried the 
greater name recognition 
in Manipuri football, a 
sizeable pocket of  Imphal 
seemed committed to 
willing the outsiders on; 
every Raengdai touch in 
the TRAU half  arrived 
to a cheer suggesting the 
debutants had somehow 
acquired a second home 
fixture.

Raengdai set the early 
tempo, TRAU respond-
ing with intent rather 
than incision — Zlex 
Khangjrakpam Man-
gang forcing an anxious 
moment from the edge of  
the area in the 8th minute, 
Akash twice going close 
from distance inside the 
opening ten.

'Nabi’s hard work has yielded the fruit 

he deserves': J&K cricket fraternity 

hails pacer’s maiden Test call-up
IANS

NEW DELHI: The long-
standing door for a player 
from Jammu & Kashmir 
to reach the Indian men’s 
Test team was quietly shat-
tered on Monday morn-
ing. From the quiet play-
fields of  Sheeri village in 
Baramulla to being in the 
highest corridors of  the 
game, Auqib Nabi’s relent-
less perseverance reached 
its rightful destination 
when he was included in 
the Indian Test squad for 
the upcoming two-match 
series in Sri Lanka, start-
ing August 15.

Dubbed as the ‘Baram-
ulla Express’, Nabi got his 
maiden Test team call-up 
as a replacement for pace 
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah, 
who has been sidelined 
due to left knee discomfort 
after picking up the injury 
in an ODI against England 
in Cardiff  last month.

The blow to Bumrah 
comes at a crucial juncture 
for India, whose World Test 
Championship (WTC) final 
qualification hopes hang 
in balance - the Shubman 
Gill-led team are currently 
occupying fifth place on 
the points table. For now, 
Nabi getting the Test team 
call-up marks the end of  an 
agonising wait.

Despite dominating the 
domestic circuit over the 
past two seasons by picking 
an astonishing 104 wick-
ets, including a 60-wicket 
campaign that propelled 
Jammu & Kashmir to a his-
toric maiden Ranji Trophy 
title earlier this year, the 
right-arm pacer, also a 
useful lower-order batter, 

was continuously passed 
over.

His exclusion from 
India’s squad for the one-
off  Test against Afghani-
stan in New Chandigarh 
triggered widespread 
outrage, as cricket-loving 
netizens were majorly 
critical of  the selectors for 
overlooking the domestic 
season's top wicket-taker. 
But Nabi, whose recent 
First-Class outing in Galle 
for India A saw him pick 
six scalps was still on top of  
the selectors' minds when 
an opening emerged.

Nabi’s selection makes 
him the first player from 

Jammu & Kashmir to 
be selected in the Indian 
Test team. In all, he’s 
the third player from the 
state to be in the national 
set-up after Parvez Rasool 
and Umran Malik played 
white-ball games for India. 
The news of  Nabi earning 
a Test squad inclusion 
has sparked jubilation in 
Jammu & Kashmir.

Sunil Kumar, the left-
arm pacer and Nabi’s 
new-ball partner in domes-
tic cricket, was all smiles 
on hearing the news of  
his partner’s call-up via 
a WhatsApp group. “I am 
very happy for him because 
he is a person who’s very 
down-to-earth. He is a very 
hardworking person.

“Today, his hard work 
has yielded the fruit he 
truly deserves. I talked 
to him when he was with 
India ‘A’ team in Sri 
Lanka. It was a normal 
conversation and right 
now, only congratula-
tions and stuff  like that 
has happened,” he said to 
IANS on Monday.

Sunil also sees Nabi’s 
elevation to the Test team 
as a watershed moment 
for cricketers growing up 
in Jammu & Kashmir and 
aspiring to play for the 
country. “This is the first 
time that a guy from the 
state has gone to the Test 
Team. With the way our 
team was playing, espe-
cially in the past 2 years, 
we used to talk about who 
will break the barrier of  
getting into the national 
Test team and the person 
whose name always came 
first in this regard was of  
Auqib bhai.

Chelsea sign Valentin Barco 
from Strasbourg until 2033

IANS

LONDON: Chelsea FC have 
confirmed the signing of  
Argentinian international 
Valentin Barco from RC 
Strasbourg. The midfield-
er has signed a contract 
until 2033. The 22-year-old 
Argentine will join up with 
manager Xabi Alonso and 
his new team-mates later in 
pre-season.

Barco, 22, began his 
career with Boca Juniors in 
Argentina. He made his pro-
fessional debut at 16 years 
old, after rising through 
the academy ranks, and 
won numerous titles before 
moving to England in 2024 
to join Brighton & Hove 
Albion.

During his time on the 
Sussex coast, he enjoyed 
loan spells at Sevilla and 
RC Strasbourg, joining the 
latter on a permanent basis 
after a 2024/25 campaign in 
which he enjoyed a break-
through spell and helped 
Strasbourg secure Euro-
pean football.

Barco contributed to 12 
goals in 43 appearances 

across all competitions 
last term, and his form at 
club level saw him named 
in Argentina’s squad for 
the 2026 FIFA World Cup. 
Last season, he was part 
of  the Strasbourg side that 
reached the semi-final 
of  the UEFA Conference 
League.

His impressive perfor-
mances for Strasbourg 
earned him a spot in Lionel 
Scaloni’s Argentina squad 
for the 2026 FIFA World Cup. 
At 21 years old, Barco was 
the youngest member of the 
group that reached the final 
before losing 1-0 to Spain.

Barco has represented 
Argentina’s senior team on 
five occasions so far, scoring 
twice in wins over Zambia 
and Iceland earlier this year 
and making his World Cup 
debut in the group stage vic-
tory against Jordan.

Barco scored his first 
goal for Argentina’s senior 
squad, their fifth goal in a 5-0 
win over Zambia in an inter-
national friendly. He scored 
again for Argentina during 
a World Cup warm-up match 
against Iceland in June 2026.

CM Omar congratulates 
Auqib Nabi on India 
Test call-up
Says young cricketer’s achievement will inspire aspiring 
sportspersons across region

GMK SPORTS DESK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah has 
congratulated Jammu & 
Kashmir cricketer Auqib 
Nabi on his selection to the 
Indian squad for the forth-
coming Test series against 
Sri Lanka, describing the 
achievement as a proud 
milestone for J&K and a 
testament to the growing 
sporting talent emerging 
from the region.

In his congratulatory 
message, the Chief  Min-
ister said Auqib Nabi’s 
inclusion in the national 
Test squad is a moment 
of  immense pride for 
the people of  Jammu & 
Kashmir and reflects the 
dedication, perseverance 
and hard work that have 
marked his journey in the 
sport.

He said the young pacer’s 
achievement would serve as 
a source of  inspiration for 
countless aspiring crick-
eters and sportspersons 
across the region, encour-
aging them to pursue excel-
lence with determination 
and commitment.

Extending his best 
wishes, the Chief  Minister 
expressed confidence that 
Auqib Nabi would make 
the most of  the opportu-
nity on the international 
stage and contribute sig-
nificantly to India’s suc-
cess in the series.

He wished him a suc-
cessful debut and many 
more milestones in his 
cricketing career, express-

ing hope that he would con-
tinue to bring laurels to the 
nation and make Jammu & 
Kashmir proud.

CM congratulates J&K’s MMA star Owais 
Yaqoob on historic BRAVE CF 107 victory

J&K Open 2026

JTGC Secry Manav Gupta’s team 

clinches PGTI Pro-Am title
GMK SPORTS DESK

SRINAGAR: The four-player 
team led by Manav Gupta, 
Secretary, Jammu Tawi Golf  
Course, comprising Amarjeet 
Singh, Sameer Bakto and Arind-
ham Soodan, a professional 
golfer from Jammu & Kashmir, 
clinched the PGTI Pro-Am title 
held alongside the prestigious 
J&K Open 2026 in Srinagar.

The Pro-Am event brought 
together the leading profession-
als of  the Professional Golf  Tour 
of  India (PGTI) and amateur 
golfers from across the coun-
try. Demonstrating exceptional 
teamwork, consistency and 
composure, the team secured 
the championship against a 
strong field of  competitors.

During the prize distribution 
ceremony, the winning team 
was felicitated by Farooq Abdul-
lah, former Chief Minister and 
an avid golfer, in presence of  
Advisor to the Chief  Minister, 
Nasir Aslam Wani and Aman-
deep Johl, CEO, Professional 
Golf  Tour of  India (PGTI). The 
team received the winners' 

trophy and accolades in recog-
nition of  their outstanding per-
formance in the PGTI Pro-Am.

Over the past few years, 
Jammu has emerged as an 
important destination on 
India's golfing map, with 
successful hosting of  three 
consecutive editions of  the 
J&K Open at the Jammu 
Tawi Golf  Course in 2022, 
2023 and 2024. These land-
mark tournaments played a 
significant role in showcas-
ing the region's world-class 
golfing infrastructure, scenic 
beauty and organizational 
capabilities. Besides, it has 
given a major impetus to the 
growth of golf  in Jammu and 
Kashmir and inspiring great-
er participation in the sports 
across the Union Territory.

Speaking after the victory, 
Gupta congratulated his team-
mates for their outstanding 
performance and team spirit.

The successful staging 
of  yet another edition of  the 
J&K Open in Srinagar reaf-
firms Jammu and Kashmir's 
growing stature as a premier 
golfing destination. The 
tournament reflects the J&K 
government’s continued com-
mitment to promote sports 
tourism and develop world-
class sporting infrastructure. 
With successful editions now 
hosted in both Jammu and 
Srinagar, the J&K Open has 
evolved into a flagship sport-
ing event that continues to 
enhance the Union Terri-
tory's profile on the national 
golfing calendar.

GMK SPORTS DESK

SRINAGAR: Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah Monday con-
gratulated Jammu & Kashmir’s 
talented Mixed Martial Arts 
(MMA) fighter Owais Yaqoob 
on his remarkable victory at 
BRAVE CF 107 in Bulgaria, where 
he defeated an unbeaten two-
time IMMAF World Champion 
in a stunning display of skill, 
determination and grit.

Describing the achievement 
as a proud moment for Jammu 
& Kashmir and the nation, the 
Chief Minister lauded Owais 
Yaqoob for bringing interna-
tional recognition to the region 
through his outstanding perfor-
mance on the global stage.

“Heartiest congratulations 
to Owais Yaqoob on this remark-
able achievement. Defeating 
an unbeaten two-time IMMAF 
World Champion at BRAVE CF 
107 is an extraordinary feat and a 
testament to his hard work, dedi-
cation and exceptional talent,” 
the Chief Minister said.

He said Owais’s success 
would inspire countless young 
sportspersons across Jammu & 
Kashmir to pursue excellence 
and believe in their potential.

The Chief Minister wished 
the young fighter contin-
ued success in his career and 
expressed confidence that he 
would bring many more laurels 
to Jammu & Kashmir and the 
country in the years to come.

Badminton: Tanvi, Srikanth to spearhead 

India's challenge at Korea Masters 2026
IANS

ASAN (SOUTH KOREA): 
Fresh from winning her 
maiden BWF World Tour 
title, teenage sensation 
Tanvi Sharma will lead 
India's campaign alongside 
former world No. 1 Kidambi 
Srikanth at the Korea Mas-
ters 2026 badminton tourna-
ment, which gets underway 
in Asan on Tuesday.

Having won the Taipei 
Open title on Sunday, the 

17-year-old is going to South 
Korea in top form, thus becom-
ing the fourth Indian woman to 
win a BWF Super 300 or higher 
title after Saina Nehwal, P.V. 
Sindhu and Devika Sihag, by 
beating Nguyen Thuy Linh of  
Vietnam in the final.

Since P.V. Sindhu, the 
two-time Olympic medal-
list, is taking a break and 
Unnati Hooda is not attend-
ing the tournament, Tanvi, 
who is third-seeded, will be 
the highest-ranked Indian 

player in the women's sin-
gles section. Anmol Kharb, 
Malvika Bansod, Ashmita 
Chaliha, Aakarshi Kashyap, 
Rakshitha Sree Santhosh 
Ramraj, Isharani Baruah, 
Shriyanshi Valishetty, Tanya 
Hemanth and Mansi Singh 
will also be taking part.

Kidambi Srikanth, the 
third seed, is making his 
return to competitive play 
for the first time since 
his first-round loss at the 
Canada Open in July.


