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Today, chaired a high-level review meeting on the security
situation across J&K UT with the Chief Secretary, DGP,
Principal Secretary, Home, ADGP CID, senior police and
civil administration officers, DCs and SSPs.
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M Kulgam Terror Attack

Injured Non-Local Worker
Succumbs, Toll Two

Umaisar Gull

KULGAM: Two migrant
labourers from Chhattisgarh
were killed after terrorists
opened fire at a brick kiln
in Kelam village in South
Kashmir's Kulgam district
on Friday evening.

An official said that both
the workers sustained criti-
cal injuries in the attack.
One of them, identified as
Deepak Ratray, died on the
spot, while the other, Bhu-
pendra Bhaina, was shifted
to Government Medical Col-
lege (GMC) Anantnag before
being referred to SKIMS
Soura for advanced treat-
ment. “Bhaina succumbed to
his injuries during treatment
at SKIMS taking the death
toll in the attack to two,” he
added.

Both the deceased were

from Chhattisgarh and were
working at the brick Kkiln in
Kulgam.

Soon after the attack,
Police, Army and CRPF per-
sonnel rushed to the area
and launched a cordon-and-
search operation. Security
has also been heightened
across Jammu and Kashmir
in the wake of the incident.

The attack comes less
than 10 days after terrorists
shot dead a policeman in Lal
Chowk area of Anantnag
town.

Meanwhile, Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha con-
demned the attack, saying he
had spoken to Director Gen-
eral of Police Nalin Prabhat
and other senior security
officials following the inci-
dent. In a post on X, the Lieu-
tenant Governor said he had
directed eP-06

CM Announces Rs 10 Lakh
Ex-Gratia For Families

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah
Saturday strongly con-
demned the dastardly
killing of two labourers in
Kulgam and announced
an ex-gratia relief of %10
lakh each from the Chief

B Kulgam Attack

Minister’s Relief Fund
(CMRF) for the next of
kin of the deceased. The
Chief Minister expressed
profound grief over the
loss of innocent lives and
said the assistance would
be in addition to the K6
lakh immediate relief
being provided eP-06

Security Forces Intensify
Search For Attackers

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Security forces
on Saturday intensified
search operations to track
down the assailants who
killed two migrant labourers
in Kulgam district a day ago,
even as the ruling National
Conference and opposition
People’s Democratic Party
called for a thorough probe
into the incident.

Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha chaired a high-
level security review meeting
here with the police chief and
others. He directed the secu-
rity forces to intensify precise
and high-impact operations to
neutralise terrorists.

Sinha directed all the

,,‘mm\ VIEW, eefi

deputy commissioners and
senior superintendents of
police to conduct a com-
prehensive review of the
standard operating proce-
dures established to protect
migrant labourers.

Search operations have
been intensified in south
Kashmir areas to eP-06

LG Sinha Orders Intensified Anti-

Terror Ops After Kulgam Attack

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha on Satur-
day chaired a high-level securi-
ty review meeting and directed
security agencies to intensify
precise and high impact anti-
terror operations.

According to a statement,
the meeting was attended by
Atal Dullo, Chief Secretary;
Nalin Prabhat, DGP; Chan-
draker Bharti, Principal Sec-
retary Home Department;
S.J.M Gillani, Special DG Coor-
dination PHQ; Nitish Kumar,
ADGP, CID; M Raju, Commis-
sioner/Secretary, GAD; IGPs;
Divisional Commissioners;
SSPs, Deputy Commissioners
and other senior officials.

He directed all the Deputy
Commissioners and SSPs to
conduct a comprehensive
review of the Standard Oper-
ating Procedures (SoPs) estab-
lished to protect labourers
from outside Jammu Kashmir.

He also directed that the
employers must ensure all
workers from other states and
UTs are provided insurance
and that their details are reg-
istered with local police and

district authorities.

“We must intensify precise,
high-impact anti-terror opera-
tions to neutralise the terror-
ists,” he said.

He instructed the authori-
ties to ensure dignified last
rites for the victims of the
Kulgam terror attack and
to provide all the support to

bereaved families.

The meeting also discussed
the security arrangements in
place for the ongoing Amar-
nath Yatra and strengthening
of the security grid.

The meeting comes in the
wake of two terror attacks in
the last ten days in Kashmir.
On Friday, two eP-06

HE MEETING COMES IN THE WAKE OF TWO TERROR ATTACKS

in the last ten days in Kashmir. On Friday, two migrants workers were killed in a terror
attack in Kulgam’s Kellam village.

Kulgam Terror Attack
Murder Of Humanity:
LoP hrma

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Leader of Oppo-
sition and BJP leader Sunil
Sharma on Saturday termed
the killing of two migrant
labourers in Kulgam as
‘murder of humanity,” saying
no words were enough to con-
demn the gruesome terror
attack.

He also accused Pakistan-
backed terrorists of targeting
innocent civilians. He urged
security forces to dismantle
the entire terror ecosystem
operating in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Talking to reporters after
meeting the bereaved family,
Sharma, said, “The incident
that took place in eP-06

Heavy Rain
Floods Houses,
School In Shopian

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Heavy rain-
fall triggered flooding in
parts of south Kashmir's
Shopian district on Sat-
urday, inundating several
houses and a school, while
a cloudburst in Kishtwar
district damaged shops,
vehicles and other prop-
erty, forcing the closure
of a key highway stretch,
officials said.

Rainwater entered sev-
eral houses in Pahlipora
village of Shopian after
incessant rainfall, disrupt-
ing normal life and prompt-
ing an emergency response
by the police, State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF) and
the district administration,
they said.

Rescue teams were
rushed to the affected
locality and launched
evacuation and relief
operations.

"Efforts are underway
to drain the accumulated
water, shift vulnerable
families to safer locations
wherever required and
assess the extent of the
damage," an official said.

Several residential
houses and a school were
affected by the flooding,
officials said, adding that
there were no reports of
any casualties. eP-06

NSA Doval Played Key Role In Strengthening
India's Foreign Policy: Amit Shah

Agencies

PUNE: Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Saturday said
National Security Advisor (NSA)
Ajit Doval has played a great role
in strengthening India's foreign
policy and has had a 'role and
advice' in the background of
every decision taken by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
national security.

Addressing a programme after
presenting the Lokmanya Tilak
National Award 2026 to NSA
Doval here, Shah said India has
embarked on the path of cultural
nationalism envisioned by Tilak,
and asserted that there would be
no reversal from that course.

Shah said the first selection
PM Modi did after assuming
office in 2014 was to appoint Ajit
Doval as NSA.

"NSA Ajit Doval has played
a great role in strengthening
India's foreign policy. In every
decision of PM Modi for nation-

al security, Doval has had a 'role
and advice' in the background,"
Shah said.

He hailed Doval’s long career
in the Intelligence Bureau and
said India has become strong and
confident under Modi’s leader-
ship, with Doval playing a major
role in that transformation.

Shah said much of Doval's
work can never be fully revealed
because of the nature of intel-
ligence operations.

"After becoming NSA in 2014,
Doval helped implement many
strategic ideas on the ground
and played a major role in mod-
ernising India's armed forces,
strengthening technology,
enhancing operational capa-
bility and improving the coun-
try's defence preparedness," the
Union Home Minister said.

He said the Modi government
has fundamentally transformed
both the defensive and offensive
capabilities of India's armed
forces over the past 12 years,
with Doval making a significant
contribution.

He hailed Tilak’s unparalleled
contribution, saying his immor-
tal slogan, "Swarajya is my birth-
right, and I shall have it," gave a
new direction to India's freedom
struggle and inspired genera-
tions of freedom fighters.

Shah said the slogan made
people realise that self-rule was
their right and not a favour from
anyone. oP-06

J&K To Fully Implement FRA, No
Fresh Encroachments; Minister

GMK News Network

JAMMU: Asserting that no
encroachment on forest land
will be tolerated, Jammu and
Kashmir Tribal Affairs min-
ister Javed Ahmad Rana on
Saturday said Omar Abdul-
lah-led National Conference
government has taken a
“major decision” to imple-
ment the Forests Rights Act
in its true letter and spirit in
the Union Territory.

The minister said the gov-
ernment has ordered inqui-
ries into alleged excesses
against tribal communities
and that action will be taken
wherever illegalities are
established after examining
the inquiry reports.

In a significant step
towards ensuring timely
implementation of the Sched-
uled Tribes and Other Tradi-
tional Forest Dwellers (Rec-
ognition of Forest Rights)
Act, 2006, the Jammu and
Kashmir Government has
directed all the deputy com-

missioners to expedite the
process of receiving, verify-
ing and settling claims under
the Act through the statutory
three-tier mechanism.

The directions have been
issued by the Department
of Tribal Affairs aimed at
ensuring early completion

“ ALTHOUGH

the Act was
extended to Jammu

and Kashmir in 2019,

its implementation

remained inadequate,

of the statutory process for
recognition and settlement
of forest rights while safe-
guarding the legal rights
of eligible forest-dwelling
Scheduled Tribes and other
traditional forest dwellers.
“Although the Act was
extended to Jammu and
Kashmir in 2019, its imple-
mentation remained eP-06

Amarnath Yatra Suspended From Jammu
As Rain Hampers Highway Restoration

8,493 Pilgrims Pay Obelsance At Holy Cave Shrine On Saturday Tally Crosses 4.55 Lakh

Jmu-SgrHighway
Reopens After
2-Day Closure

LMVs Released From Both

Udhampur, Qazigund
GMK News Network

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: No Amarnath
Yatra convoy departed from
the Bhagwati Nagar base
camp in Jammu on Satur-
day as the Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway remained
closed for restoration work
following heavy rainfall.

Officials said that move-
ment of the Yatra convoy
from Jammu was suspended
after traffic on the highway
was halted at the Ladha-Sam-
roli stretch in Udhampur dis-
trict, where incessant rains
left the road surface slushy
and unsafe for vehicular
movement.

Both sides of the highway
(NH44), the only all-weather
road linking the Kashmir

Valley with the rest of the
country, were shut to traffic
on Friday shortly after the
passage of the Amarnath Yatra
convoy to repair the damage
caused by rain last week.
Fresh spells of rain have
since disrupted the operations,

leaving the road surface slushy,
muddy and extremely slippery.

Light to moderate rainfall
have been witnessed across
parts of Ramban and Udham-
pur districts.

Meanwhile, the Shri Ama-
rnath Ji Shrine Board (SASB)

shifted the Yatra registration
and token distribution coun-
ters from the Tawi Riverfront
to the Bhagwati Nagar base
camp following a decline
in the number of pilgrims
coming to Jammu.

The Tawi Riverfront had been
developed as a centralised mega-
facility for offline registration,
token distribution, e-KYC veri-
fication and RFID issuance for
Amarnath pilgrims.

With the pilgrim influx
tapering off, the registration
facilities have now been consol-
idated at the Bhagwati Nagar
base camp, the officials said.

Despite the suspension
from the Jammu side, the pil-
grimage continued from the
Kashmir side, officials said.

According to eP-06
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SRINAGAR: Traffic on the Jam-
mu-Srinagar National Highway,
the only all-weather road link
connecting Kashmir with the
rest of the country, resumed
on Saturday afternoon after
remaining suspended for two
days due to restoration work and
inclement weather.

Officials said that the repair
work on the single carriageway
near Dewal Bridge in the Sam-
roli area of Udhampur district
continued amid heavy rainfall.

"Fresh incidents of shooting
stones and mudslides were also
reported in the Ramban and
Banihal sectors, while the road
surface had become slushy and
slippery. Due to these reasons
traffic was halted as a precau-
tionary measure," they said.

“Following continuous efforts
by the NHALI, Traffic Police and
other agencies, the eP-06

Livelihood Quest Ends In Tragedy
For Two Slaln Chhattlsgarh Workers

Agencies

SAKTI: Driven out of their
quiet villages in Chhattis-
garh by crushing poverty,
Deepak Ratre and Bhu-
pendra Bhaina journeyed
to Jammu and Kashmir in
search of a better future but
ended up becoming the latest
victims of terror, plunging
their families into despair.
The duo, both in their 20s,
were gunned down at the
brick kiln where they were
employed in the Kelam area
of south Kashmir’s Kulgam
district late on Friday evening.
Deepak Ratre (24), the
sole earner for a household
with a disabled brother, an
elderly mother, wife and a

four-month-old infant son,
leaves behind a grief-stricken
family in Bundeli village of
Sakti district, his uncle Hal-
dhar Ratre said on Saturday.

He had travelled to
Jammu and Kashmir with
his wife around seven to
eight months ago to work at
a brick Kkiln, hoping to secure
a better future, he said.

“Deepak’s father had died
earlier. His younger brother
is physically disabled. His
mother and brother are now
inconsolable. With him gone,
there is no one left in the
family to earn a livelihood,”
Haldhar told PTI.

Haldhar said he had
spoken to the district admin-
istration, which was eP-06
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GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
Saturday handed over
appointment letter to Shri
Absar Ashiq Qureshi, son
of J&K Police's Martyr
Head Constable Ashiq
Hussain Qureshi, at Lok
Bhavan, today. The family
members of the martyr
were also present.

The Lieutenant Gov-

ernor paid tribute to the
brave heart who made the
ultimate sacrifice in the
line of duty during the
July 22, 2026 terror attack
in Anantnag. He assured
the family of all possible
support.

Earlier last week, the
Lieutenant Governor had
visited the family members
of the martyr Head Consta-
ble in Lalpora, Beerwah,
Budgam.

Similarly Lieutenant
Governer handed over
an appointment letter on
compassionate grounds to
Inshah Nazir, wife of J&K
Police Martyr Inspector
Masroor Ali Wani.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor honored the supreme
sacrifice of Inspector Mas-
roor Ali Wani and assured
the family of every possible
support and assistance
from the administration.

Div Com reviews progress on Compassionate

Appomtment Cases, SVAMITA AgriStack

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir,
Anshul Garg, Saturday

$_cha1red a meeting of

Deputy Commissioners
(DCs) to review the prog-
ress of compassionate
appointment cases, pend-
ing SVAMITA matters
under MAPS 1.0, imple-
mentation of AgriStack,
and the locking of Jama-
bandies across the Kash-
mir Division.

During the meeting, the
Divisional Commissioner
conducted a district-wise
review of the progress
achieved under each ini-

tiative and emphasized the
need for timely completion
of all pending tasks. He
directed the Deputy Com-
missioners to ensure that
the prescribed targets are
achieved within the stipu-
lated timelines through
close monitoring and coor-
dinated efforts.

Reviewing the status of
compassionate appoint-
ment cases, the Divisional
Commissioner instructed
the DCs to expedite the
disposal of all pending
cases in accordance with
the established norms and
procedures.

The Divisional Com-
missioner also directed

A
)

the Deputy Commission-
ers to furnish details of
encroachments on public
land and public spaces
by religious structures
within the next two
days to facilitate further
action.

To prevent the dissemi-
nation of misinformation
and fake news on social
media platforms, the
Divisional Commissioner
instructed all Deputy Com-
missioners to ensure strict
adherence by media chan-
nels & users to the adviso-
ries issued by the Informa-
tion Department and take
punitive action incase of
noncompliance.

JKJA conducts day-44 of Induction
Training for newly appointed Civil J udges

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Under the
patronage of Acting Chief
Justice, High Court of
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh, Sanjeev Kumar
and the guidance of Jus-
tice Rajnesh Oswal, Judge,
High Court of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh and
Chairman, Governing
Committee for J&K Judi-
cial Academy, the Jammu
and Kashmir Judicial
Academy conducted the
proceedings of Day-44
of the Pre-Appointment
Induction Training Pro-
gramme (Batch-2026) for
the newly appointed Civil
Judges (Junior Division) at
its Mominabad, Srinagar
campus.

The forenoon sessions
were conducted by Justice
Mohd. Yousuf Wani, Judge,
High Court of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh and
Member, Governing Com-
mittee for J&K Judicial
Academy, on “Criminal
Proceedings: From Reg-
istration of FIR to Cogni-
zance” and “Commence-
ment of Trial and Judicial
Management of Criminal
Cases.”

Justice Mohd. Yousuf
Wani highlighted the
importance of induc-
tion training as a bridge
between the academic
learning and practical judi-
cial functioning.

Emphasizing the cru-
cial role of Judicial Magis-
trates in the criminal jus-
tice system, Justice Mohd.
Yousuf Wani sensitized the
trainee officers to various
stages of criminal proceed-
ings, including investiga-

tion, cognizance, framing
of charges, recording of
evidence and judicial man-
agement of criminal trials.

He also emphasized the
need for careful exercise
of judicial discretion,
adherence to procedural
safeguards and mainte-
nance of judicial inde-
pendence, integrity and
ethical standards.

The afternoon session
featured an inspiring
address by Justice Rahul
Bharti, Judge, High Court
of Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh and Member, Gov-
erning Committee for J&K
Judicial Academy.

Addressing the trainee
Civil Judges, Justice Rahul
Bharti said that the officers
had now stepped from the
world of academic aspira-
tions into the realities of
judicial service, where
every decision carries last-
ing consequences.

Emphasizing that judi-
cial office demands seri-
ousness, dedication and
maturity, Justice Rahul
Bharti encouraged the
trainees to embrace every
challenge as an opportu-
nity to learn and evolve.
He impressed upon them
that while promotions
may come with length of
service, true professional
achievement lies in acquir-
ing knowledge, developing

competence and earning
respect through integrity,
hard work and excellence
in judicial performance.

Justice Rahul Bharti
also urged the officers
to cultivate the habit of
continuous learning,
remain humble through-
out their careers and
discharge their judicial
responsibilities with
compassion, confidence
and an unwavering com-
mitment to justice.

Director, Jammu &
Kashmir Judicial Acad-
emy, Naseer Ahmad
Dar, highlighted the rich
judicial experience and
expertise of the Resource
Persons and interacted
with the trainee officers
throughout the pro-
gramme. He emphasized
the importance of con-
tinuous learning, active
participation and a prac-
tical understanding of
criminal law for the effec-
tive discharge of judicial
responsibilities.

The proceedings
remained highly inter-
active with the trainee
officers actively par-
ticipating and seeking
clarification on various
practical and procedural
aspects of criminal law,
making the programme
beneficial and enriching
for all the participants.

NEWS

DC Shopianreleases
District Statistical
Handbook 2024-25

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Shopian, Shishir Gupta Satur-
day released the District Statistical
Handbook Shopian 2024-25 at a
function held here at Mini- Secre-
tariat, Shopian.

TheHandbook was released in
presence of ADDC, Dr. Nasir Ahmed
Lone, ADC, Dr. Zakir Hussain Faaz,
DSEOQ, Bilgees Zahoor and other
concerned officers and officials.

Prepared by the District Statis-
tics & Evaluation Office, Shopian,
the Handbook is a comprehensive
annual publication containing
authentic and updated statistical
information on the district's key
socio-economic sectors, including
population, agriculture, horticul-
ture, education, health, infrastruc-
ture, economy, financial inclusion,
employment, social welfare and
other developmental indicators.
The publication is expected to
serve as a vital reference docu-
ment for evidence-based plan-
ning, policy formulation, monitor-
ing, evaluation and research.

Speaking on the occasion,
Deputy Commissioner under-
scored the importance of reliable
and timely statistics in strength-
ening data-driven governance
and informed decision-making.
He appreciated the efforts of the
District Statistics & Evaluation
Office, Shopian and acknowledged
the cooperation of all line depart-
mentsin providing quality data for
the publication.

District Statistics & Evaluation
Officer, Shopian, informed that the
Handbook has been aligned with
the District Good Governance Index
(DGGI) framework and incorpo-
rates the latest available statistical
data across major developmental
sectors. She expressed gratitude to
the District Administration and all
stakeholder departments for their
support in the successful compila-
tion of the publication.

ADC Sopore visits
Bomai Zaingeer

to review pending
Public Development
Issues

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC) Sopore, Dr.
S.A.Raina, Saturday conducted an
extensive visit to Bomai Zaingair
and assessed the status of the
publicinfrastructure and essential
services on the ground.

During the visit, the ADC
inspected various sites and
reviewed the progress of develop-
mental works and public facilities.
He interacted with local residents
and members of the Civil Society,
who apprised him of the issues
affecting theareaand sought early
redressal.

The ADCinspected the ongoing
construction work of the Govern-
ment Degree College, Bomai, and
directed the concerned executing
agency to expedite the pace of
work and ensure its completion
within the stipulated timeframe.

Dr. Raina further inspected
Budshah Pond and Kroot, where
he instructed the concerned
department to initiate the
required dredging works to restore
the water bodies and improve their
condition.

DLSA G'bal
conducts Special
Lok Adalat on

Matrimonial Cases
GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Incompliance with
thedirectionsissued by the Jammu
& Kashmir Legal Services Author-
ity, District Legal Services Author-
ity (DLSA), Ganderbal, under the
aegis of the National Legal Ser-
vices Authority (NALSA) and the
Jammu & Kashmir Legal Services
Authority, successfully conducted a
Special Lok Adalat on Matrimonial
Cases today, in the District.

The Special Lok Adalat was
organized under the direction
and supervision of Abdul Nasir,
Chairman, District Legal Services
Authority (Principal District & Ses-
sions Judge), Ganderbal,and under
the guidance of Sheikh Babar Hus-
sain, Secretary, District Legal Ser-
vices Authority, Ganderbal.

To facilitate the amicable set-
tlement of Matrimonial disputes,
two benches were constituted.
The first bench was presided over
by Mahoor, Munsiff/JMIC, Gander-
bal, with Shaheena Ali, Assistant
Legal Aid Defence Counsel as
Bench Member, held at District
Court Complex Ganderbal. The
second bench was presided over
by Moonis Wahid, Munsiff/JMIC,
Kangan, with Advocate Tarig
Ahmad Raina, Panel Lawyer, as
Bench Member, held at the Munsiff
Court Complex, Kangan.
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GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: The 14th Sci-
entific Advisory Commit-
tee (SAC) Meeting of KVK
Shopian and the 20th SAC
Meeting of KVK Kulgam
were held Saturday at the
Conference Hall of KVK
Shopian under the chair-
manship of Prof. Nazir
Ahmad Ganai, Vice Chan-
cellor, SKUAST-Kashmir.

Adv. Shabir Ahmad
Kullay, MLA, Shopian,
graced the occasion as
the Chief Guest, while
Prof. Raihana Habib
Kanth, Director Exten-
sion, SKUAST-Kashmir,
was the Guest of Honour.

The meeting was
attended by Prof. Najeeb-
ur-Rehman Sofi, Associ-
ate Director Research,
MRCFC Khudwani; Head,
Research Station Sallar;
Programme Coordinators
of KVKs of the Kashmir
Division; officers from
the Agriculture, Horticul-
ture, Animal Husbandry,
and Sheep Husbandry
Departments; scientists
from KVK Shopian,
KVK Kulgam, and AARC
Pahnoo; along with pro-

gresswe and champlon
farmers from the districts
of Shopian and Kulgam.
Addressing the gather-
ing, Adv. Shabir Ahmad
Kullay commended the
farmer-centric initia-
tives of both KVKs and
assured continued sup-
port for agricultural
development.

Prof. Nazir Ahmad
Ganai lauded the out-
standing work of KVK
Shopian and KVK Kulgam
in improving farmers'live-
lihoods and emphasized
the promotion of Inte-
grated Farming Systems
(IFS), value addition, agri-
entrepreneurship, and
market-oriented farming
for sustainable agricul-

VC SKUAST-K chairs 14th Scientific Advisory
Committee Meetlng of KVK Shoplan

tural growth.

At the outset, Welcom-
ing the participants, Prof.
Raihana Habib Kanth
highlighted the impor-
tance of SAC meetings in
strengthening research-
extension-farmer linkages.

She also congratu-
lated KVK Shopian on
the release of its bulle-
tin (Success Story), 3rd
Newsletter, and exten-
sion folders, appreciat-
ing the scientific staff for
effectively disseminating
university technologies to
farmers.

Dr. Zaffar Afroz Badri,
Head, KVK Shopian, and
the Head, KVK Kulgam,
presented the Annual
Progress Reports (2025-26)

and Annual Action Plans

(2026-27), showcasing
achievements in technol-
ogy dissemination, farmer
capacity building, and sus-
tainable agriculture.

Representatives of the
line departments appre-
ciated the initiatives of
both KVKs and empha-
sized greater conver-
gence, while progressive
farmers shared positive
feedback on the impact
of KVK interventions on
farm productivity and
income.

The meeting conclud-
ed with an interactive
discussion and valuable
recommendations from
scientists, departmental
officers, and farmers.

Bali Condemns

4
A\

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party
(SBSP) Jammu & Kashmir
State President Vivek Bali
has strongly condemned
the brutal terrorist attack
in Kulgam district that
claimed the lives of two
innocent labourers.
Expressing profound
grief over the tragic inci-
dent, Vivek Bali said that
the Kkilling of innocent
civilians is a cowardly and
inhuman act that deserves
the strongest condem-
nation. He extended his
heartfelt condolences to
the bereaved families and
prayed for eternal peace to
the departed souls. He also
wished strength and cour-
age to the families to bear
this irreparable loss.
Vivek Bali stated that
terrorism has no place in
a civilized society and that
such barbaric acts are
aimed at disturbing peace,
communal harmony, and

Kulgam Terror Attack

normalcy in Jammu &
Kashmir. He emphasized
that those responsible for
this heinous crime must be
identified and brought to
justice without delay.

“The Suheldev Bharati-
ya Samaj Party stands
firmly with the bereaved
families during this diffi-
cult time. We share their
grief and assure them of
our unwavering support,”
he said.

He urged the security
agencies and the admin-
istration to take all neces-
sary measures to ensure
the safety and security
of workers and civilians
across the Union Territo-
ry and to intensify efforts
against the perpetrators of
terrorism.

Vivek Bali reaffirmed
SBSP’s commitment to
peace, unity, and the pro-
tection of every citizen,
stating that the people of
Jammu & Kashmir will
remain united against ter-
rorism and violence.

BRIDGING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE

Kupwara Admin takes
Governance to last mile with
CSC at Seemari Border Village

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: In a signifi-
cant step towards ensuring
inclusive governance and
extending digital services to
the remotest areas, the Dis-
trict Administration Kup-
wara Saturday established
a Common Service Centre
(CSC) at Seemari Village
of Sub-Division Karnah, a
strategically located borde:

village covered under the
'Vibrant Village Programme
Phase-II'.

The initiative reflects the
commitment of the District
Administration towards
proactive governance, digi-
tal inclusion, and last-mile
delivery of public services,
enabling residents of the
far-flung border areas to
access essential govern-
ment services closer to their
homes.

The CSC will facilitate
various online services,
including government ser-
vice delivery, banking facili-
ties, e-KYC services, Aad-
haar updation and other

digital services.

Additional services and
necessary logistics support
are being strengthened to
make the centre more effec-
tive and citizen-friendly in
the coming days.

The establishment of the
CSCis part of a series of ini-
tiatives being undertaken
by the District Administra-
tion Kupwara under the

Phase-II to bridge the digital
divide and ensure that the
benefits of development
reach every citizen, includ-
ing those residing in remote
border villages.

SDM Karnah, along
with sectoral officers and
Nodal Officer Kupwara
associated with CSC opera-
tions, were present during
the establishment of the
facility.

The local residents
appreciated the initiative
and expressed their grati-
tude to the District Admin-
istration for bringing essen-
tial digital services closer to
the people of Seemari.

Director Sainik Welfare conducts Interactive
Outreach Sess10n for Ex- Sermcemen in Gurez

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: The Direc-
tor, Sainik Welfare Depart-
ment, J&K, conducted an
Ex-Servicemen (ESM) Out-
reach Programme on Sat-
urday at the remote border
area of Gurez in Bandipora
district.

The programme witnessed
enthusiastic participation
from Ex-Servicemen and
widows of Ex-Servicemen.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the Director high-
lighted the Department's
three key focus areas viz.
healthcare and medical
initiatives for Ex-Service-
men, employment and
self-employment opportu-
nities for Ex-Servicemen
and their wards, and edu-
cational incentives for the
children of Ex-Servicemen.

He urged eligible Ex-Ser-
vicemen aspiring to secure
Government jobs under the
6% reservation quota for
Ex-Servicemen in Jammu
& Kashmir to prepare
themselves adequately and
obtain the required qualify-
ing marks to improve their
chances of selection.

Encouraging entre-
preneurship, the Director
advised Ex-Servicemen
interested in self-employ-
ment to approach the

“CM K¢

Department for guidance
on various Government
schemes and skill develop-
ment programmes. He par-
ticularly encouraged them
to explore opportunities in
agriculture and tourism sec-
tors with significant growth
potential in the Gurez
region.

The Director informed
the participants that the
Department will be pro-
posing several new wel-
fare initiatives during the
forthcoming meeting of the
State Managing Commit-
tee on the Armed Forces
Flag Day Fund. The pro-
posed initiatives are aimed
at strengthening medical
assistance, re-employment
support, self-employment
promotion, and educa-
tional incentives for the
Ex-Servicemen community
and their dependents.

He also apprised the gath-
ering that the Department is

actively pursuing the estab-
lishment of a Zila Sainik
Welfare Office (ZSWO) at
Bandipora to improve acces-
sibility of welfare services
for Ex-Servicemen residing
in the district.

During the interaction,
the Director patiently lis-
tened to the issues and sug-
gestions raised by the par-
ticipants and assured them
that the Department would
examine their concerns
and take appropriate action
wherever feasible.

Highlighting the Depart-
ment's efforts to improve
outreach, the Director
announced the launch of
an E-Outreach Initiative
to complement the exist-
ing physical outreach
programmes conducted
by Zila Sainik Welfare
Offices. He directed the
ZSWO Baramulla, who is
also responsible for Gurez,
to conduct an online out-

reach session once every
fortnight and urged Ex-
Servicemen from the area
to actively participate in
these virtual interactions.

The Director also
appealed to the Ex-Service-
men community to actively
support the Plastic-Free
Gurez campaign launched
by the District Administra-
tion. He observed that main-
taining a clean and plastic-
free Gurez would enhance
the region's appeal as a tour-
ist destination, thereby con-
tributing to the growth of
the local economy and cre-
ating additional livelihood
opportunities for residents.

The outreach pro-
gramme concluded reaf-
firming the Department's
commitment to strengthen-
ing its engagement with the
Ex-Servicemen fraternity,
particularly those residing
in remote and border areas
of Jammu & Kashmir.

Vibrant V]']lage Programme_$
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REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: National
Conference (NC) chief
spokesperson and
Member of Legislative
Assembly (MLA) Zadibal,
Tanvir Sadiq, on Sat-
urday condemned the
killing of two migrant
labourers in the Kulgam
terror attack, terming
the targeting of innocent
civilians a “cowardly act”
and asserting that no
religion permits the kill-
ing of innocent people.

Speaking to report-
ers here, Sadiq, said
the attack had caused
immense grief and
deserved the strongest
condemnation.

“The more we con-
demn this attack, the less
it is. Targeting innocent
people is not only cow-
ardly but also against
humanity. Those respon-
sible for this barbaric act
must be arrested as soon
as possible and brought to
justice,” he said.

He said the victims
were poor, hardworking
labourers who had come
to Jammu and Kashmir
only to earn a livelihood
for their families. “These
poor people had come here
to work honestly and sup-
port their families. No
religion teaches or justi-
fies the killing of innocent
civilians. Such acts have
no place in our society,”
he said.

Referring to the assis-
tance announced for the
victims’ families, Sadiq
said Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah had sanctioned
an ex gratia relief of Rs 10
lakh for the next of kin of
each deceased.

“Apart from the Rs 10
lakh ex gratia announced
by the Chief Minister,
around Rs 6 lakh will
also be provided through
the Red Cross and other
sources. While no com-
pensation can replace a
human life, the govern-
ment is committed to
extending every possible
support to the bereaved
families,” he said.

Responding to Leader
of Opposition Sunil Shar-
ma’s remarks seeking
clarification from Nation-
al Conference president
Dr Farooq Abdullah over
his statement on the
Kulgam attack, the NC
chief spokesperson dis-
missed the BJP leader’s
criticism.

“Nobody takes Sunil
Sharma seriously. Nei-
ther Delhi nor even his
own party takes him
seriously. My advice to
him is to leave the post of
Leader of Opposition and
work in Kishtwar instead
of making tall claims
because nobody is listen-
ing to him or taking him
seriously,” he said.

Reacting to Sharma’s
assertion that there was
no connection between
terrorism and the resto-
ration of statehood, MLA
Sadiq said the decision

'No religion permits killing innocents'

Tanvir Sadiq condemns
‘cowardly’ Kulgam attack

rested entirely with the
country’s leadership.

“The day statehood is
restored, trust me, the
Leader of Opposition
himself will not even
know beforehand. The
Prime Minister and the
Union Home Minister will
decide it. The Leader of
Opposition or anyone else
neither has that authority
nor will anyone seek their
opinion,” he said.

Referring to the anni-
versary of the August 5,
2019 constitutional chang-
es, Tanvir Sadiq said the
BJP may celebrate the
day, but the National
Conference continued to
regard it as the ‘darkest
chapter’ in Jammu and
Kashmir's history.

“We have always
believed and will always
believe that it was the
darkest chapter in
the history of Jammu
and Kashmir. We have
pledged to undo what
happened on that day.
The National Conference
will continue its consti-
tutional and democratic
struggle till its last breath
to restore what was taken
away from the people of
Jammu and Kashmir
unconstitutionally and
undemocratically,” he
added—(KNO)

Mother-son duo arrested

Srinagar Police crack blind
murder case within six hours

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Srinagar
Police on Saturday said it
solved a blind murder case
within six hours of recov-
ering the unidentified body
from the Babademb Canal,
arresting a mother-son duo
who allegedly killed a man
over a financial dispute
and dumped his body to
destroy evidence.

In a statement issued, a
police spokesperson said
Srinagar Police cracked
the blind murder case
within six hours of the
recovery of the unidenti-
fied body, leading to the
arrest of two accused
involved in the crime.

“On July 30, 2026, Police
Station Khanyar received
information regarding an
unidentified dead body
wrapped in gunny bags
lying in the Babademb
Canal beneath Baba
Dawood Khakhi Bridge,
Khanyar. Accordingly, FIR
No. 49/2026 under Sections
103 and 238 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) was
registered and investigation
was taken up,” the spokes-
person said.

He said that, considering
the gravity of the offence, a
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) was constituted under
the supervision of senior
officers. Through sustained

investigation and corrobo-
ration of available evidence,
the accused were identified
as Haleema Bano and her
son, Moomin Ahmad, origi-
nally residents of Machil in
Kupwara, who were resid-
ing as tenants at Mughal
Mohalla, Rainawari.

The spokesperson said
that after committing the
offence, both accused fled
Srinagar in an attempt
to evade arrest. However,
Srinagar Police pursued
all available leads and suc-
cessfully traced and appre-
hended them from Lolab in
Kupwara within hours of
the recovery of the body.

He said the deceased was
identified as Nazir Ahmad
Bhat, son of Ghulam
Mohammad Bhat, a resi-
dent of Kalantpora, Hawal.
Investigation revealed that
he was murdered inside the
accused's rented accommo-
dation following a finan-

cial dispute. The accused
subsequently disposed of
the body in the Babademb
Canal in an attempt to con-
ceal the offence and destroy
evidence.

The spokesperson said
several incriminating
articles connected with
the commission of the
crime have been recovered
during the investigation.
Further investigation is
underway to ascertain the
involvement of any other
person and complete all
legal formalities in accor-
dance with law.

“The prompt detec-
tion of this blind murder
case within six hours of
the recovery of the body
reflects the professionalism,
dedication and coordinated
efforts of Srinagar Police
in ensuring that perpetra-
tors of serious crimes are
swiftly brought to justice,”
the spokesperson said.
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Javid Dar reviews Rural Development

Initiatives in J ammu DlVlSl()Il

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for
Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj, Coopera-
tive and Election Depart-
ment, Javid Ahmad Dar,
Saturday chaired a com-
prehensive review meet-
ing to assess the progress
of various rural develop-
ment initiatives and flag-
ship programmes being
implemented across the
Jammu Division

The meeting reviewed
the progress and imple-
mentation of major
schemes and programmes,
including G-RAM-G,
PMAY-G, SBM-G, RGSA,
IWMP, NRLM besides
other centrally sponsored
and departmental initia-
tives aimed at strengthen-
ing the rural infrastruc-
ture, improving livelihood
opportunities and enhanc-
ing the delivery of basic
services in rural areas.

During the review, the
Minister stressed the need
for proper transparency,
accountability and timely
execution of all develop-
mental works. He directed
the officers to ensure that
the projects are completed
within the stipulated time-
lines without compromis-
ing on quality.

Javid Dar emphasized
that rural development
must remain firmly focused
on improving the quality
of life of people in villages.
He called for strengthening
the grassroots institutions
and ensuring that the bene-
fits of government schemes
reach the eligible beneficia-
ries in a transparent and
time-bound manner.

The Minister identified
the water conservation,
livelihood enhancement,
rural infrastructure,
employment generation
and effective implementa-
tion of welfare schemes
as key priority areas. He
called for close coordi-
nation among different
departments and field
functionaries to achieve
the prescribed targets
and address implemen-
tation-related challenges
promptly.

He underscored the
importance of active com-
munity participation in

rural development pro-
grammes. He stated that
greater involvement of
Panchayati Raj Institu-
tions, local communi-
ties and beneficiaries is
essential for ensuring
sustainable outcomes, effi-
cient utilisation of public
resources and accountable
service delivery.

The Minister directed
the officers to undertake
regular field inspections,
closely monitor the prog-
ress of ongoing works and
ensure that developmen-
tal initiatives are aligned
with the actual needs and
aspirations of rural com-
munities.

Highlighting the com-
mitment of the Omar
Abdullah-led government
towards inclusive rural
development, Javid Ahmad
Dar said that concerted
efforts are being made to
empower the rural commu-
nities by improving access
to essential services, pro-

moting local entrepreneur-
ship, creating sustainable
livelihood opportunities
and strengthening rural
infrastructure.

The Minister also
stressed upon the officers
to identify gaps in imple-
mentation, remove bottle-
necks through coordinated
intervention and maintain
continuous engagement
with the local communities
to ensure that development
remains responsive, inclu-
sive and people-centric.

Earlier, Director Rural
Development Jammu,
Shahnaz Akhter, gave a
detailed PowerPoint Pre-
sentation highlighting
the physical and finan-
cial progress of ongoing
projects and works being
executed under various
schemes across the divi-
sion. She briefed the Min-
ister about the achieve-
ments, targets, bottlenecks
and implementation status
of different programmes.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Director Rural Devel-
opment Jammu, Assistant
Commissioners Develop-
ment (ACDs), Assistant
Commissioners Panchayati
Raj (ACPs) and other senior
officers of the Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayati Raj
Department.

Special train
torun between
Budgam-Katra
as highway
remains shut

NAVEED UL HAQ

BUDGAM: As the Sri-
nagar-Jammu National
Highway remains closed
due to adverse weather con-
ditions, Northern Railway
on Saturday announced
special train service
between Budgam and Katra
to facilitate the movement
of stranded passengers.

According to a statement
issued, the decision was
taken following a surge in
passenger rush at Srinagar
and Katra railway stations
due to the highway closure.

The statement said the
special train will depart
from Budgam at 1:00
pm and reach Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Katra rail-
way station at 4:20 pm,
with scheduled halts at
Srinagar, Banihal and
Sangaldan.

For the return journey,
the train will leave Katra
at 5:05 pm and arrive in
Budgam at 8:30 pm, it said.

The railway authori-
ties said the special train
service will continue to
operate to ease passenger
movement until normal
traffic on the highway is
restored—(KNO)

SMC takes over J&K’s first
mechanised abattoir project
after years of delay

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The Sri-
nagar Municipal Corpo-
ration (SMC) has taken
over the construction of
Jammu and Kashmir’s
first modern mechanised
abattoir at Allochi Bagh,
reviving the long-delayed
project aimed at introduc-
ing scientific and hygienic
slaughtering practices in
the Valley.

An official said that the
project, designed to pro-
cess 5,000 sheep and goats a
day, has been floated under
the Engineering, Procure-
ment and Construction
(EPC) mode and is expect-
ed to be completed within
two years.

The project will replace
conventional slaughtering
methods with a modern,
hygienic and environmen-
tally sustainable system
that meets national and
international standards.

"The mechanised abat-
toir will improve hygiene,
food safety and environ-
mental management while
ensuring scientific pro-
cessing of livestock," the
official said.

The project has wit-
nessed repeated delays
since its inception. It was
initially assigned to the
J&K Projects Construc-
tion Corporation (JKPCC),
where preliminary civil
works, including founda-
tion work, had begun.
However, construction
came to a halt after the
financial closure of JKPCC
in August 2023.

The project was later
transferred to the Roads
and Buildings (R&B)
Department, but saw little
physical progress, the offi-
cial said, adding that the
delay also came under
judicial scrutiny through
a Public Interest Litigation
related to slaughterhouse
infrastructure.

Following a compre-
hensive review, the SMC
decided to execute the
project through its own
Works Division. A revised
Detailed Project Report
(DPR), incorporating
modern technology and
infrastructure, received
administrative approval in
March 2025, paving the way
for fresh execution.

According to officials,
the facility will include
fully mechanised slaugh-
tering lines, scientifically
designed lairage areas,
carcass dressing units,
chilling and cold storage
facilities and by-product
processing units.

It will also feature an
advanced bio-digestion
system integrated with a
modern Effluent Treat-
ment Plant (ETP) for sci-
entific waste disposal and
recycling of treated waste-
water for non-potable use.

The mechanised abat-
toir is expected to improve
public health and sanita-
tion, enhance meat quality,
strengthen the livestock
sector, and generate direct
and indirect employment
during both the construc-
tion and operational phases,
the official said—(KNO)

SKUAST-K to set up J&K's first
50-kW Agrivoltaics Research
Pilot at Shahmar Campus

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a major
step towards integrating
clean energy with agri-
culture, Sher-e-Kashmir
University of Agricultural
Sciences and Technology
of Kashmir (SKUAST-K)
has announced the estab-
lishment of a 50-kW agri-
voltaics (AgriPV) research
pilot at its Shalimar
Campus in collaboration
with the Centre for Study
of Science, Technology and
Policy (CSTEP).

The project aims to
evaluate crop perfor-
mance, energy efficiency,
economic viability and
farmer adoption of agri-
voltaics under Kashmir's
unique agro-climatic con-
ditions.

The announcement was
made by Vice Chancellor,
Prof. Nazir Ahmad Ganai
during the workshop
"Building the Agrivolta-
ics Ecosystem in Jammu
and Kashmir", jointly
organised by CSTEP and
SKUAST-K. The workshop,
aligned with the upcoming
PM-KUSUM 2.0 scheme,
brought together policy-
makers, scientists, indus-
try representatives, finan-
cial institutions and farm-
ers to explore pathways for
scaling agrivoltaics across
the Union Territory.

"This workshop is only
the beginning of a long-
term collaborative journey
towards a resilient, climate-
smart and energy-secure
future for our farming com-
munities," Prof. Ganai said.

The proposed research
facility will serve as a dem-
onstration and innovation
platform to generate sci-
entific evidence on dual
land use, where crops and
solar energy are produced
simultaneously. Research-
ers will study suitable
cropping systems, energy
generation, farm econom-

ics and adoption models to
support future policy and
large-scale deployment in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Speaking at the event,
Saptak Ghosh, Sector Head,
Renewables and Energy
Conservation at CSTEP,
said Kashmir has remained
underserved in agricultur-
al and energy innovation
despite being a major con-
tributor of hydropower. He
said agrivoltaics provides
an opportunity to combine
the Valley's horticultural
strengths with renewable
energy generation without
displacing farmers from
their land.

"Unlike conventional
solar leasing models, our
approach keeps farmers
at the centre by enabling
electricity generation
alongside near-farm value
creation. Through our
pilot with SKUAST-K and
the National Institute of
Solar Energy (NISE), we
hope to demonstrate this
model directly to farmers
and local communities,"
he said.

Highlighting policy
challenges, Junaid Akhtar,
Assistant Engineer (Solar),
Kashmir Power Distribu-
tion Corporation Limited
(KPDCL), said that while
distribution companies
generally procure solar
power at competitive
tariffs, the additional
agricultural and rural
development benefits of
agrivoltaics should be
recognised through viabil-
ity gap funding to improve

financial viability. Ear-
lier, Prof. Javeed Ahmad
Mugloo, Head, Krishi
Vigyan Kendra Pulwama,
SKUAST-K, emphasised
that integrating agrivolta-
ics with high-value crops
and livestock rearing could
strengthen market link-
ages and encourage value-
added products, creating
new rural enterprises
across the Valley.

The partnership forms
part of CSTEP's work
under the India Agrivolta-
ics Alliance (IAA), a multi-
stakeholder platform pro-
moting agrivoltaics in
India. Under the collabo-
ration, CSTEP has been
developing region-specific
agrivoltaics models tai-
lored to Jammu and Kash-
mir's agro-climatic condi-
tions, including high-den-
sity apple orchards.

The workshop witnessed
participation from experts
representing the National
Institute of Solar Energy
(NISE), The Energy and
Resources Institute (TERI),
CSIR-NIIST, the National
Solar Energy Federation
of India (NSEFI), govern-
ment departments, finan-
cial institutions, industry
stakeholders and the farm-
ing community.

The initiative reflects
University's continued
commitment to climate-
smart agriculture, renew-
able energy research and
farmer-centric innovation
aimed at strengthening both
food and energy security in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Boy dies after being struck by
rolling boulder in Handwara

AGENCIES

HANDWARA: A seven-
year-old nursery student
was killed after being
struck by a boulder
that rolled down from a
nearby hillside during a
mudslide near his school
in the Mawer area of
Handwara on Saturday,
officials said.

An official said that the
incident occurred during
the lunch break when,
amid a mudslide, a boulder
rolled down from the adja-
cent hillside and struck the
child outside the school

premises.

He said the boy was
immediately shifted to the
Primary Health Centre
(PHC) Qalamabad, where
doctors declared him
brought dead.

The deceased was later
identified as Rehan Ahmad
(7), son of Reyaz Ahmad
Dar, a resident of Khudi,
Mawer and a nursery stu-
dent.

The incident has trig-
gered grief across the area.
Authorities have initiated
an inquiry and further
investigation is under-
way—(KNO)

SMC’s response reduced waterlogging despite continuous rain: Commissioner

REHAN QAYOOM

employees who die while in ser-

SRINAGAR: Srinagar Municipal
Corporation (SMC) Commission-
er Faz Lul Haseeb on Saturday
said the civic body’s strength-
ened response mechanism has
significantly reduced waterlog-
ging across Srinagar despite con-
tinuous rainfall, while sharing
that 13 next of kin of deceased
employees have been appointed
under the SRO-43/Rehabilitation
Assistance Scheme (RAS).
Talking to reporters here
Haseeb, said the appointments

vice are appointed to government
jobs. In the Municipal Corpora-
tion, 13 people have been given
appointment letters after com-
pleting all due procedures and
obtaining government approv-
als. We handed over the appoint-
ment letters individually today
and also briefed them about the
next steps and the training they
will undergo,” he said.

Replying to a question on
waterlogging in Srinagar fol-
lowing recent heavy rainfall, the
Commissioner said the first spell

was a sudden burst of rainfall
which exceeded our drainage
capacity. There was waterlogging
at some locations and people said
there was a delayed response.
After that, we strengthened our
response mechanism. There
was continuous rainfall for four
to five days till July 24 and it
rained again last night and the
day before, but waterlogging was
witnessed only at very minimal
locations,” he said.

Calling waterlogging a multi-
dimensional challenge, Haseeb
said the corporation was working

is required and sometimes engi-
neering interventions are needed.
We are working on all these things
simultaneously,” he said.

The Commissioner said the
SMC control room was function-
ing round the clock while dedi-
cated manpower, machinery and
mobile dewatering teams had
been deployed across the city.

“We have deployed a dedicated
fleet of men, material and machin-
ery across Srinagar. Our mobile
dewatering teams have been divided
into six teams and deployed across
six zones of the city. This has sig-

were very few such locations with
waterlogging,” he said.

Highlighting the improvement
over the previous spell of rain,
Haseeb said major city areas that
had witnessed severe waterlog-
ging earlier remained largely
unaffected this time.

“Compared to the situation 10
days ago, there has been a signifi-
cant improvement. Even after the
recent heavy rainfall, areas like
Lal Chowk, MA Road, TRC, Nal-
lahmar Road and Eidgah, which
had witnessed severe waterlogging
and criticism earlier, remained

were made after all required gov-
ernment approvals.

“Under the SRO-43/RAS
scheme, the next of kin of

of rain had overwhelmed the

city’s drainage capacity, leading

to flooding at some locations.
“The last time it rained, there

“CM K¢

on all aspects simultaneously.
“Waterlogging is a multifaceted

issue. Sometimes it is a drainage

capacity issue, sometimes desilting

nificantly improved our response
time. When I reviewed the situation
with my team this morning after
last night's heavy rainfall, there

largely free of waterlogging. There
are still some issues in low-lying
areas, but we are working on those
as well,” he added.—(KNO)
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EDITORIAL

Where Governance
Truly Begins

overnment review meetings often end
with ambitious targets, firm deadlines, and
a long list of instructions. They are impor-
tant for keeping the administration focused,
but citizens rarely judge a government by
what is said inside a conference room. They judge it by
what changes outside it. The review chaired by the Divi-
sional Commissioner covered several important issues,
from compassionate appointments and digitisation of
land records to public land protection and the growing
challenge of misinformation. Each of these has a direct
bearing on the lives of ordinary people. The task now
is not to issue more directions but to deliver results.
Nothing deserves greater urgency than compassion-
ate appointments. Every pending case represents
a family that has lost its breadwinner and is strug-
gling to rebuild its life. For such families, delays are
more than administrative lapses—they are a source
of continued hardship. Compassion should not remain
confined to government files; it must be reflected
in timely decisions that offer dignity and financial
security to those who need it most. The government's
emphasis on completing SVAMITA work, implement-
ing AgriStack, and finalising Jamabandies is equally
significant. Reliable and transparent land records are
essential for reducing disputes, protecting property
rights, and improving governance. Digitisation is a
welcome step, but technology alone cannot solve old
problems. The process must remain transparent, accu-
rate, and citizen-friendly so that people experience
real benefits rather than new layers of bureaucracy.
The directive to identify encroachments on public land,
including those involving religious structures, calls for
both courage and fairness. Such matters are often sen-
sitive, but the law cannot have different standards for
different groups. Public land belongs to everyone, and
protecting it requires impartial action. Consistency, not
selectivity, is what earns public confidence.
The administration's concern over fake news is also
understandable. Misinformation can create unneces-
sary fear, spread rumours, and disrupt social harmony.
Those who deliberately spread falsehoods should
face legal consequences. At the same time, any action
against misinformation must be carefully balanced so
that responsible journalism and legitimate criticism are
never mistaken for wrongdoing. A confident administra-
tion has nothing to fear from truthful reporting.
Kashmir has witnessed countless review meetings
over the years. People no longer measure governance
by official presentations or lengthy discussions. They
measure it by whether government offices respond
faster, whether public grievances are resolved on
time, and whether promises translate into visible
improvements in everyday life.
Ultimately, good governance does not end when a meet-
ing concludes. It begins when every instruction is imple-
mented honestly, every deadline is honoured, and every
citizen feels that the administration is working not just
efficiently, but with empathy. That is how public trust is
built—and how meaningful governance is remembered.

B AgriStack

MOHD AMIN MIR
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This is where the leadership of Patwari

A Digital Future Built On The Accuracy Of Past

ndia's AgriStack initiative represents
one of the most significant reforms
in the country's agricultural
administration. By creating a
comprehensive digital ecosystem for
farmers, land records, and agricultural
services, the initiative promises to improve
transparency, enable targeted delivery
of government schemes, and strengthen
evidence-based policymaking. However,
every ambitious digital reform rests upon
one indispensable foundation: the accuracy
of the data that is entered into the system.

In Jammu & Kashmir, Patwaris are
currently engaged in one of the most
demanding assignments under the
AgriStack programme. While the public
may perceive data entry as a routine
administrative exercise, those working in
the field know that every entry requires
careful verification of revenue records that
have evolved over decades.

One of the most time-consuming aspects
of the assignment is entering the share of
self-cultivation against each survey number.
This is not a mechanical task. The time
required depends entirely upon the number
of shareholders recorded in the concerned
Khewat. In many villages, a single survey
number may have dozens of co-sharers,
each possessing a different fractional share.
Every share has to be examined carefully
before it is entered into the system. Even
a small mistake can affect future farmer
identification, eligibility for benefits, and
the integrity of the digital land record.

Unfortunately, an unhealthy tendency has
emerged in some places to measure success
merely by the number of survey numbers
uploaded. Speed has begun to overshadow
accuracy. Such an approach may produce
impressive statistics today, but it can create
serious administrative problems tomorrow.
A digital database filled with inaccuracies
is far more dangerous than an incomplete
database awaiting careful verification.
Errors introduced today may continue
to affect farmers, revenue officials, and
government departments for many years.

Against this backdrop, a noteworthy
message emerged during a recent Google

Meet of Patwaris from District Anantnag.
During the meeting, District President
Mubashar Bashir advised and directed
Patwaris to complete the AgriStack
assignment 100 percent accurately and
error-free, rather than participating in a
race to upload the maximum number of
survey numbers.

This advice deserves appreciation
because it reflects a mature understanding
of public administration. The true success
of AgriStack will not be measured by
how quickly data is uploaded but by how
reliable that data remains when farmers,
government agencies, and courts rely upon
it in the future.

Revenue administration has always
been built upon precision. Every mutation,
every Jamabandi entry, every Girdawari
inspection, and every revenue record carries
legal significance. The same principle must

guide AgriStack. Once incorrect data
becomes part of a digital system, correcting
it later often consumes far more time and
resources than entering it correctly in the
first place. The responsibility of a Patwari
is not merely to complete an assignment
within a deadline. It is to safeguard the
authenticity of public records. A Patwari's
signature has traditionally represented
confidence and accountability. The digital
age should strengthen this tradition rather
than weaken it.

The AgriStack assignment should
therefore be viewed not as a competition
among districts but as a collective exercise
in building trustworthy agricultural records
for future generations. Healthy competition
is welcome when it encourages efficiency,
but competition that compromises accuracy
ultimately harms both farmers and the
administration.

associations becomes especially important.
District presidents and the Apex Body of the
Jammu & Kashmir Patwar Association have
an important role in motivating members
to prioritise quality over quantity. Instead
of encouraging a race based solely on
numerical achievements, the focus should
remain on ensuring that every survey
number uploaded is supported by proper
verification.

The guidance issued by the District
President of Anantnag offers a practical
example worth emulating. If every district
adopts the same approach, the credibility
of the entire AgriStack exercise in Jammu
& Kashmir will be strengthened. Digital
governance succeeds only when technology
is supported by responsible human effort.
Computers cannot verify ownership shares,
understand complex inheritance patterns,
or interpret old revenue records. These
responsibilities continue to rest upon
trained revenue officials whose experience
and judgment remain indispensable.

As Patwaris continue to shoulder this
enormous responsibility, they deserve
encouragement to work carefully rather
than pressure to merely increase numbers.
Accuracy may take more time today, but
it prevents disputes, grievances, and
corrections tomorrow. The success of
AgriStack should therefore be judged not by
the speed of uploading but by the confidence
that citizens place in the information stored
within the system. Let Jammu & Kashmir
become known not as the first to complete
the assignment, but as the State or Union
Territory that completed it correctly.

When future generations look back at
the creation of India's digital agricultural
infrastructure, they should find records that
are dependable, legally sound, and worthy
of public trust.

If every Patwari follows the principle of
"Accuracy First, Speed Second," the dignity
of the Revenue Department will remain
intact, the confidence of farmers will grow,
and the vision of Digital India will stand on
a truly reliable foundation.

The author can be mailed at
miraminds4@gmail.com
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SILENT VICTIMS

How Parental Disputes Are Transforming Modern Childhood

MOHAMMAD HANIEF

n an era marked by rapid

social change, increasing

economic pressures and

the growing influence of

technology on family life,
childhood itself is undergoing a
transformation.

While modern society
has provided children with
unprecedented access to
education, healthcare, and
opportunities, it has also exposed
them to challenges that previous
generations experienced less
intensely. Among these, one of
the most overlooked crises is the
growing number of children being
raised amid parental disputes.

The image of the traditional
family has changed considerably
over the past two decades. Dual-
income households, demanding
careers, rising living costs, social
media influences, and the constant
pressure to maintain a certain
lifestyle have significantly altered
family dynamics. According to
mental health experts, these
factors have contributed to
an increase in stress within
households, often leading to
frequent disagreements between
parents. While conflict itself is not
uncommon in any relationship, it
becomes deeply concerning when
children are repeatedly exposed to
hostility, emotional distance, and
instability within their homes.

Today, children are not merely
witnessing arguments in living
rooms; they are experiencing
conflict in new and more pervasive
forms. They observe parents
communicating through silence,
exchanging harsh messages
on smartphones, and carrying
emotional tensions that linger long
after disagreements have ended.
In many households, technology
has become both a connector
and a divider. The same devices
that keep families connected
often become instruments of
distraction, reducing meaningful
conversations and increasing
misunderstandings.

The consequences of
parental disputes have become
increasingly visible in schools and
communities. Educators across the
country have reported a noticeable
rise in behavioral and emotional
concerns among students.
Anxiety, declining concentration,
irritability, and social withdrawal
are no longer isolated issues but
recurring patterns observed
among children navigating

stressful home environments.

For younger children, parental
conflict disrupts their fundamental
sense of safety. Childhood is
built upon predictability—the
reassurance that home is a place
of security and affection. When
that environment is replaced by
uncertainty, children begin to
internalize fear and confusion.
They may struggle to understand
why their parents are upset and,
in many cases, mistakenly assume
responsibility for the tension
surrounding them.

Adolescents face a different
challenge. At a stage when they
are already navigating questions
of identity and belonging, parental
disputes often intensify feelings of
isolation and emotional instability.
Many teenagers withdraw into
digital spaces, spending excessive
hours online as a means of
escaping household tensions.
Others exhibit signs of frustration
through declining academic
performance, strained friendships,
or increased behavioral problems.

The current generation of
children is also growing up in
a world where mental health
conversations have become more
prominent than ever before. Yet,
despite greater awareness, many
families continue to underestimate
the impact of conflict on young
minds. Mental health professionals
emphasize that children do not
simply forget what they witness
at home. Experiences accumulated
during formative years frequently
influence emotional development,
relationship patterns, and
coping mechanisms throughout
adulthood.

Research in child psychology
consistently demonstrates that
prolonged exposure to parental
disputes can alter a child’s
perception of relationships.
Children raised in high-conflict
households often develop
heightened sensitivity to tension.
They become adept at reading
facial expressions, anticipating
arguments, and adjusting their
behavior to avoid triggering
disagreements. While such
adaptability may appear to be
maturity, it is often a response to
chronic stress.

This emotional burden can
have lasting consequences. Young
adults who grew up amid parental
disputes frequently report
difficulties in establishing trust,
maintaining healthy relationships,
and expressing emotions. Some
become reluctant to commit to
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long-term partnerships, fearing
they may recreate the conflicts
they witnessed during childhood.
Others struggle with anxiety and
self-doubt, carrying emotional
scars that remain long after they
have left their family homes.

Economic realities have
further complicated the
issue. Inflation, employment
uncertainties, and increasing
financial responsibilities have
placed immense pressure on
families worldwide. Financial
disagreements remain among the
leading causes of marital conflict,
and children are often unintended
witnesses to conversations
surrounding debt, expenses, and
future insecurities. In many cases,
these discussions contribute to an
atmosphere of persistent tension
that becomes a defining feature of
daily life.

The aftermath of the COVID-19
pandemic continues to influence
family dynamics as well.
Extended periods of confinement
during lockdowns exposed many
children to heightened levels
of domestic conflict. Although
societies have largely returned to
normalcy, the psychological effects
remain evident. Counsellors and
educators continue to encounter
children who developed anxiety-
related symptoms during those
years and continue to struggle
with emotional regulation.

Social media has introduced
another dimension to parental
disputes. Unlike previous
generations, today’s children
can observe conflicts extending
beyond the confines of the home.
Public disagreements, indirect
online remarks, and digital
confrontations have blurred
the boundaries between private
and public life. The permanence
of online interactions means

that family tensions can follow
children into spaces that were
once considered escapes from
domestic concerns.

Moreover, the increasing
rate of separation and divorce
has reshaped conversations
surrounding parental conflict.
While separation may, in some
circumstances, provide a healthier
alternative to prolonged hostility,
experts stress that the manner
in which parents manage such
transitions significantly affects
children’s well-being. Children
benefit most when parents
prioritize cooperation and
emotional support, even in the
absence of a shared household.

Educational institutions have
become critical support systems
in addressing this issue. Schools
are increasingly investing in
counseling services, emotional
wellness programs, and initiatives
designed to promote resilience
among students. Teachers often
serve as the first observers of
emotional distress, recognizing
subtle changes in behavior
that may indicate challenges at
home. However, schools alone
cannot bear the responsibility of
addressing a problem rooted in
family environments.

Communities must also play an
active role. Greater accessibility
to family counselling, affordable
mental health services, and
awareness campaigns can help
parents better understand the
impact of unresolved disputes.
Parenting workshops and
support groups have proven
effective in encouraging healthier
communication practices
and reducing conflict within
households.

Importantly, conversations
surrounding parental disputes
should not focus solely on
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assigning blame. Parenting
is an inherently demanding
responsibility, and every family
encounters moments of stress
and disagreement. The challenge
lies not in avoiding conflict
altogether but in managing it
in ways that preserve a child’s
emotional security. Children
benefit from witnessing respectful
disagreement and constructive
problem-solving just as much as
they suffer from repeated hostility
and emotional neglect.

The current generation has
often been described as the
most connected in history, yet
many children continue to feel
profoundly alone within their
own homes. They possess access
to information at their fingertips
but struggle to find reassurance
where it matters most. Their
emotional needs cannot be met
by technology, academic success,
or material comforts alone. They
require stability, understanding,
and the confidence that the adults
in their lives can provide a safe
environment in which to grow.

As nations continue investing in
education and youth development,
equal attention must be given to the
environments that shape children
longbefore they enter classrooms. The
future of society depends not only on
the knowledge children acquire but
also on the emotional foundations upon
which their lives are built.

Children should never become
casualties of conflicts they neither
created nor understand. Their
childhoods should be defined by
curiosity, learning, and hope rather
than tension and uncertainty.
Addressing the impact of parental
disputes is therefore not simply a
matter of family welfare—it is an
investment in the emotional health
of future generations.

In the end, the measure of a
society is reflected not only in its
economic progress or technological
achievements but also in the care
it extends to its children. Every
child deserves a home where
disagreements do not overshadow
affection, where conversations
replace confrontations, and where
peace is not an exception but a
daily reality. For countless children
growing up between battles, that
reality remains a distant dream—
one that society can no longer afford
toignore.

(The author is a senior analyst
and environmentalist. He can be
reached at m.hanief@gmail.com.
Twitter/X: @haniefmha)
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B From Devastation To Development

Is Climate-Adaptive Infrastructure

The Only Answer For J&K?

DR. RATAN BHATTACHARIJEE

he Himalayan region of
Jammu and Kashmir has
once again witnessed
the destructive power of
nature. Following days of
relentless monsoon rain, cloudbursts,
flash floods, and landslides during late
July and the beginning of August
2026, large parts of the Union Terri-
tory have been left devastated. Rivers
overflowed, highways collapsed, vil-
lages were inundated, agricultural
fields disappeared beneath muddy
waters, and thousands of families
were forced to leave their homes. The
tragedy has revived memories of the
catastrophic floods of 2014, reminding
the nation that despite technological
advances, the fragile Himalayan eco-
system remains highly vulnerable to
climate-induced disasters.

The immediate cause of the disas-
ter was exceptionally heavy rain-
fall across the Pir Panjal ranges,
the Chenab basin, and the Kashmir
Valley. The India Meteorological
Department had warned of intense
rainfall accompanied by thunder-
storms and cloudbursts. However, the
magnitude of precipitation exceeded
expectations in many districts. Rivers
such as the Tawi, Chenab, Jhelum,
and numerous mountain streams
rose rapidly, causing flash floods that
swept away roads, bridges, homes, and
livestock. Continuous rainfall also
triggered massive landslides, block-
ing highways and isolating several
mountain communities. Among the
worst-affected districts were Rajouri,
Poonch, Ramban, Reasi, Udhampur,
Kishtwar, Doda, Budgam, and parts of
Srinagar. Rajouri experienced severe
flash floods after rivers burst their
banks, inundating markets and resi-
dential areas. Hundreds of residents
had to be evacuated to safer locations
while shops and houses suffered
extensive damage. Families lost fur-
niture, documents, household belong-
ings, and their sources of livelihood
within a matter of hours.

The Kashmir Valley also experi-
enced widespread waterlogging as
the Jhelum and its tributaries swelled
under continuous rainfall. Though
large-scale inundation comparable to
2014 was avoided in many urban areas
due to improved flood management,
several low-lying localities remained
submerged for days. Rural areas depen-
dent on agriculture suffered signifi-
cant losses as standing crops of paddy,
maize, and vegetables were destroyed
by floodwaters. Orchards, which form
the backbone of Kashmir's economy,
also sustained considerable damage,
threatening the incomes of thousands
of farming families.

In the aftermath of the recent
floods that swept through Jammu &
Kashmir, the region stands at a criti-
cal crossroads where the destructive
force of river water must be reimag-
ined as a catalyst for development. The
Jhelum, Chenab, Tawi and countless
mountain streams that once carried
devastation through Rajouri, Poonch,
Reasi, Beerwah, Khag and Srinagar
are today central to a new conversa-
tion on reconstruction, resilience and
long-term planning. As the adminis-
tration continues to restore damaged
roads, transformers, water supply
lines and communication networks,
experts argue that the future of the
region depends on how effectively
river water is harnessed for sustain-
able growth. The floods exposed the
vulnerability of infrastructure, with
dug wells, pump wells and borewells
damaged extensively in Rajouri, forc-
ing authorities to deploy temporary
tanks and pipelines. Nearly 200 elec-
tric poles were damaged and 15 trans-
formers washed away, leaving thou-
sands without power. Yet the same
monsoon rains replenished springs,
revived paddy fields and restored irri-
gation channels, turning deficit into
surplus and reminding policymakers
that river water, if managed scientifi-
cally, can become the backbone of a
new developmental era.

The human cost of the floods has
been heartbreaking. Lives were lost
due to flash floods, landslides, col-
lapsing houses, and drowning. Rescue
teams searched relentlessly for miss-
ing persons buried beneath debris or
swept away by raging streams. Chil-
dren, women, and elderly people were
among the victims. Entire families
found themselves homeless overnight.
Temporary relief camps became
shelters for displaced people who
depended upon government agencies
and humanitarian organizations for
food, drinking water, medicines, and
clothing. Transport infrastructure
suffered enormous destruction. The
strategic Jammu-Srinagar National
Highway (NH-44), the lifeline connect-
ing Kashmir with the rest of India,
remained closed for several days
because of landslides, mudslides, and
falling boulders. Thousands of tour-
ists, pilgrims, truck drivers, and local
residents were stranded on both sides
of the highway. Rail services had to
be supplemented with special trains
while road restoration became an
enormous engineering challenge due
to continuous rainfall. The suspen-
sion of the highway also disrupted the
transportation of essential commodi-
ties, causing shortages and increasing
prices in several regions.

Religious pilgrimages, which con-
tribute substantially to the local econ-
omy, were also severely affected. The
Amarnath Yatra, Vaishno Devi pil-
grimage, Machhail Mata Yatra, Shiv
Khori pilgrimage, and other religious
journeys experienced interruptions
because of dangerous weather con-
ditions and blocked roads. Pilgrims
already on the routes had to be rescued
and accommodated safely until weather
conditions improved. The temporary
suspension protected lives but also
affected tourism-dependent businesses
such as hotels, transport operators, res-
taurants, and local vendors.

The agricultural economy of Jammu
and Kashmir received another serious
setback. Floodwaters destroyed thou-
sands of hectares of cultivated land.
Rice fields remained submerged while
horticultural crops—including apples,
pears, walnuts, and cherries, were
damaged by excessive moisture and
landslides. Irrigation channels were
washed away, fertile topsoil eroded, and
farm machinery damaged. Livestock
losses further compounded the misery
of rural households whose livelihoods
depend upon mixed farming systems.
Educational institutions and health-
care services also experienced severe
disruptions. Schools remained closed
in many districts due to waterlogging,
damaged buildings, and transportation
difficulties. Hospitals faced challenges
in reaching remote patients because
roads had become impassable. Medical
teams, however, continued to provide
emergency services despite adverse
conditions. The danger of water-borne
diseases increased as contaminated
floodwaters mixed with drinking water
supplies.

The disaster once again demon-
strated the remarkable dedication of
India's disaster response agencies.
Personnel from the Army, Air Force,
National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF), police, and local vol-
unteers worked continuously under
hazardous conditions. Helicopters
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rescued stranded villagers from iso-
lated mountain locations while boats
evacuated families trapped in flooded
settlements. Medical teams estab-
lished emergency health camps, and
relief materials reached inaccessible
villages through coordinated opera-
tions.

The economic consequences are
expected to be substantial. Infra-
structure reconstruction alone will

ivers

such as

the Tawi,
Chenab, Jhelum,
and numer-
ous mountain
streams rose
rapidly, caus-
ing flash floods
that swept away
roads, bridges,
homes, and live-
stock. Continu-
ous rainfall also
triggered massive
landslides, block-
ing highways and
isolating several
mountain com-
munities.

require enormous financial invest-
ment. Roads, bridges, power trans-
mission lines, water supply systems,
irrigation canals, schools, and public
buildings suffered extensive damage.
Tourism, one of Jammu and Kash-
mir's principal economic sectors, has
also experienced cancellations during
what is normally an important travel
season. Small businesses, shopkeep-
ers, transport operators, and artisans
have lost valuable income.

Scientists increasingly point to cli-
mate change as a significant factor
intensifying extreme rainfall events
across the Himalayan region. Warmer
atmospheric temperatures allow the
air to hold greater quantities of mois-
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ture, resulting in short-duration but
extremely intense rainfall. Combined
with rapid urbanization, deforestation,
encroachment upon floodplains, and
fragile mountain geology, these chang-
ing climatic conditions increase the fre-
quency and severity of flash floods and
landslides. Recent climate studies simi-
larly indicate growing hydroclimatic
risks in the Jhelum and Chenab basins.
Urban planning has also emerged as
a critical concern. Many settlements
have expanded into natural drainage
channels, wetlands, and riverbanks.
Such encroachments reduce the capac-
ity of rivers to absorb floodwaters and
increase the vulnerability of communi-
ties. Experts emphasize the restoration
of wetlands, improved drainage sys-
tems, scientific land-use planning, and
stricter enforcement of environmental
regulations to reduce future flood risks.
Technology offers important
opportunities for disaster mitigation.
Satellite monitoring, weather radar,
artificial intelligence, machine learn-
ing, and remote sensing can improve
flood forecasting and early warning
systems. More accurate rainfall pre-
diction and real-time flood mapping
would allow authorities to evacuate
vulnerable populations before disas-
ters reach catastrophic proportions.
Advances in flood prediction models
demonstrate significant potential for
improving preparedness and reducing
disaster losses. Community participa-
tion remains equally important. Local
disaster preparedness committees,
public awareness campaigns, school-
based disaster education, and village-
level emergency response training can
significantly reduce casualties. Tradi-
tional knowledge regarding mountain
weather, river behaviour, and safe set-
tlement practices should also comple-
ment modern scientific approaches.
The floods of August 2026 serve as
another painful reminder that Jammu
and Kashmir stands on the frontline
of climate vulnerability. The resil-
ience displayed by its people, rescue
personnel, and civil administration
deserves admiration, but resilience
alone cannot substitute for compre-
hensive disaster preparedness. Sus-
tainable development in the Himala-
yan region requires environmentally
sensitive infrastructure, scientific
planning, climate adaptation, effective
governance, and continuous invest-
ment in disaster risk reduction.The
devastation has left deep physical,
economic, and emotional scars. Yet
history also shows that the people
of Jammu and Kashmir possess
extraordinary courage in rebuilding
their lives after every calamity. With
coordinated governmental action,
scientific planning, environmental
conservation, and community partici-
pation, the region can recover from
this tragedy and build a more resilient
future capable of facing the growing
challenges posed by climate change.
The Jhelum’s improved carrying
capacity, enhanced through dredging
and channel widening after the 2014
disaster, proved crucial this season
as the river remained within safe
limits despite continuous rainfall.
The Flood Spill Channel, once choked
by silt and encroachments, carried
nearly 27,000 cusecs of water, prevent-
ing major disaster in Srinagar. This
success underscores the importance
of sustained river management and

the need to expand similar interven-
tions across the region. Agriculture,
the lifeline of rural Jammu & Kash-
mir, stands to benefit immensely
from better utilisation of river water.
Floods often destroy crops, but they
also deposit nutrient-rich silt that
rejuvenates soil fertility. The revival
of paddy fields this monsoon demon-
strates how natural recharge can sta-
bilise farming communities. Experts
recommend expanding canal net-
works, constructing micro-irrigation
systems, developing flood-resilient
crops and promoting aquaculture in
temporary flood-created water bodies.
Hydropower remains another major
opportunity.

The Chenab basin alone has the
potential to generate thousands of
megawatts, but repeated damage to
transformers and distribution net-
works during floods highlights the
need for stronger infrastructure.
Mini-hydel projects in remote areas,
floodwater storage reservoirs and
hybrid renewable systems combining
hydropower with solar grids could
transform the region’s energy land-
scape. Wetland restoration is emerg-
ing as a critical priority. Shrinking
wetlands such as Hokersar, Wular
and Anchar have reduced the natu-
ral capacity of rivers to absorb excess
water, increasing flood risk. Envi-
ronmentalists warn that unchecked
urbanisation, garbage dumping and
encroachments are choking the Val-
ley’s water bodies. Restoring wet-
lands, removing encroachments,
stopping untreated waste discharge
and reconnecting rivers with their
floodplains are essential steps for
long-term safety. Riverfront develop-
ment, particularly in Jammu along
the Tawi, has sparked debate.

While officials claim the project
will protect the city and boost tour-
ism, residents fear that narrowing the
river and constructing artificial struc-
tures may intensify flood damage. The
2025 flood, when the Tawi reached
34 feet, has left many questioning
whether the artificial lake worsened
the situation by restricting water flow.
Experts insist that riverfront devel-
opment must prioritise hydrological
safety over aesthetics, maintaining
natural river width, using permeable
materials and avoiding construc-
tion in high-risk zones. Infrastruc-
ture resilience remains a pressing
concern. Over 435 damaged roads
were identified this season, and 356
restored on a war footing. But long-
term resilience requires elevating
critical infrastructure above flood
levels, using flood-resistant materials,
constructing multi-layered embank-
ments and installing early warning
systems along major rivers.

Community participation has
emerged as a powerful force. Residents
assisted engineers in restoring elec-
tric poles and clearing debris, demon-
strating that local knowledge of river
behaviour is invaluable. Community-
led monitoring of river levels, report-
ing encroachments, participating in
wetland restoration and adopting
rainwater harvesting can significantly
strengthen flood preparedness. Climate
change looms large over every discus-
sion. Intensifying rainfall patterns,
cloudbursts and shrinking wetlands
have made the region more vulnerable
than ever. Policymakers emphasise the
need for climate-adaptive infrastruc-
ture, GIS-based mapping of flood-prone
zones, long-term water storage systems,
afforestation in catchment areas and
stronger disaster management authori-
ties.

As Jammu & Kashmir rebuilds,
a new vision is taking shape—one
where rivers are not feared but
respected, not obstacles but part-
ners in development. A future where
the Jhelum flows through restored
floodplains, the Chenab powers clean
energy, the Tawi supports safe river-
fronts and wetlands breathe freely. A
future where farmers receive steady
irrigation, cities remain protected
and communities live in harmony
with water. The floods will return, but
devastation need not. With scientific
river management, ecological resto-
ration, community participation and
climate resilience, Jammu & Kash-
mir can transform river water from a
force of destruction into a foundation
for tomorrow’s development.

Author is International Tagore
Awardee. He can be mailed at profra-
tanbhattacharjee@gmail.com
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Injured Non-Local

security forces to intensify operations and
eliminate the terrorists responsible for the
attack. He also said the area had been cor-
doned off and a search operation launched to
bring the perpetrators to justice.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah strongly con-
demned the killing of the two labourers and
announced an ex-gratia relief of Ra 10 lakh
each from the Chief Minister's Relief Fund
(CMRF) for the next of kin of the deceased.

The Chief Minister said the assistance
would be in addition to the Rs 6 lakh immedi-
ate relief being provided by the district admin-
istration.

Expressing profound grief, CM Omar
conveyed his heartfelt condolences to the
bereaved families, prayed for eternal peace
to the departed souls and assured that the
government stands firmly with the families
during this difficult time.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai also condemned the terror attack and
announced Rs 20 lakh ex-gratia for each of
the families of the deceased workers.

He termed the attack an assault on human-
ity and national unity and directed the Chhat-
tisgarh Government to depute a senior officer
to Jammu and Kashmir to coordinate with the
local administration and the bereaved families
to ensure the last rites are conducted with full
dignity and according to religious customs.

Sai expressed confidence that those responsible
for the attack would be brought to justice and
awarded the strictest punishment under the law.

Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi also condemned the attack,
describing the killing of the two workers as
"extremely tragic."

He extended condolences to the bereaved
families and said strict action must be taken
against the terrorists, asserting that the
nation remains united against terrorism.

National Conference President Dr Farooq
Abdullah also expressed grief over the inci-
dent and called for an honest and thorough
investigation into the killings.

Speaking to reporters in Tangmarg, Dr
Farooq, said, “I am deeply saddened by the
incident. We don’t know who Kkilled them or
who is behind the attack. It must be investigated
honestly and thoroughly. I don’t know why such
attacks occur whenever we demand statehood.”

Furthermore, Jammu and Kashmir Legisla-
tive Assembly Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather
also condemned the terror attack, describing
the killing of the non-local labourers as ‘the
murder of entire humanity.’

He expressed sympathy with the bereaved
families and said such acts of violence have
no place in a civilised society—(KNO)

CM Announces

by the District Administration.

<>mm  He also conveyed his heartfelt condolences

to the bereaved families and reaffirmed that
the Government stands firmly with them
during this difficult time.

The Chief Minister conveyed his heartfelt
condolences to the families of the deceased and
prayed for eternal peace to the departed souls.
He also prayed for strength and courage to the
bereaved families to bear this irreparable loss.

LG Sinha Orders

migrants workers were killed in a terror
attack in Kulgam’s Kellam village.

On July 22, a head constable of Jammu and
Kashmir police was killed at a point blank
range in Anantnag’s Lal Chowk area.

Kulgam Terror Attack

Kulgam's Killam area is extremely painful
and heartbreaking. These labourers had come
here to feed their families and raise their chil-
dren. They had no enmity with anyone. These
Pakistan-backed cowards have committed not
just the murder of innocent people but the
murder of humanity itself,” he said.

Referring to the victims’ families, Sharma
said the sight of helpless children deeply
moved him.

“A one-and-a-half-year-old child saw his
father being Kkilled before his eyes. What kind
of jihad is this? It is extremely unfortunate.
No amount of condemnation is enough for
such a barbaric act. My heart cried when I saw
those helpless children and grieving family
members,” he said.

Sharma said he had spoken to the family
members of the victims as well as the Chief
Minister and Deputy Chief Minister of Chhat-
tisgarh, who, he said, assured all possible
assistance to the bereaved families.

“The Jammu and Kashmir government will
also provide support. No amount of compen-
sation can replace a human life because life
is priceless, but every effort must be made to
rehabilitate the affected families,” he added.

Calling for decisive action against terror-
ism, Sharma said security forces must not
only eliminate terrorists but also dismantle
the entire support structure behind them.

“I believe the entire ecosystem supporting
terrorism must be exposed and destroyed.
The security forces are investigating, and the
complete network behind such acts must be
brought to light so that such incidents do not
recur,” he said.

The BJP leader also took exception to
National Conference president Dr Farooq
Abdullah’s remarks linking the Kulgam terror
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attack with the demand for restoration of
Jammu and Kashmir’s statehood.

“Dr Farooq Abdullah said such attacks take
place whenever statehood is demanded. If he
himself says he does not know who carried out
the attack, then why make such statements?
What exactly does he want to convey? Does he
want to support terrorism or suggest some-
thing else? He must first clarify his remarks,”
Sharma said.

He said linking terrorism with the issue of
statehood is ‘strange and unacceptable.’

“Statehood is a matter to be decided by the
Parliament of India. Connecting terrorist inci-
dents with the demand for statehood is beyond
understanding. Terrorism should never be
politicised,” he said.

LoP Sharma said there should be a fair and
thorough investigation into the incident and
asserted that no one should interfere in the
probe.

“Let the investigation proceed honestly.
Nobody should come forward to shield those
who are found involved. Whenever security
forces act, some people immediately begin
defending suspects. The entire structure and
ecosystem backing terrorism must be exposed,
and only then can this menace be uprooted,”
he added. — (KNO)

Heavy Rain

Meanwhile, a cloudburst struck Chatroo
market in Kishtwar district at around 2:30 am,
triggering a flash flood that swept through
the area.

The flash flood washed away several vehi-
cles, while mud and debris entered shops and
other commercial establishments, causing
extensive damage to property and disrupting
normal business activities, officials said.

No loss of life or injuries were reported in
the incident, they added.

Following the cloudburst, officials of the dis-
trict administration, police and other concerned
departments rushed to the spot and launched
restoration work, including the clearance of
debris and assessment of the damage.

As a precautionary measure, the Chatroo-
Kishtwar stretch of National Highway-244 was
closed to vehicular traffic. Authorities advised
commuters to avoid travel on the route until
normal traffic is restored and urged people to stay
away from streams, nallahs and other vulnerable
locations in view of the continuing wet weather.

Amid the prevailing weather conditions,
the district administrations in Ramban and
Kishtwar ordered the closure of all govern-
ment and private schools for the day.

The Chief Education Officer (CEO), Ramban,
directed all educational institutions in the dis-
trict to remain closed on Saturday and instruct-
ed heads of schools to conduct online classes to
minimise academic disruption.

A similar order was issued by the CEO,
Kishtwar, citing heavy rainfall, slippery road
conditions and the possibility of shooting
stones posing a threat to the safety of stu-
dents and staff. Schools in the district were
also asked to switch to online classes.

According to the Meteorological Centre,
Srinagar, Kathua recorded the highest rain-
fall in the past 24 hours at 46 mm, followed by
Shalimar 42 mm, Shopian 41 mm, and another
observatory in Shopian 40 mm, Awantipora 31
mm, Ramban 30.5 mm and Poonch 27.5 mm.

The weather office has forecast generally
cloudy conditions with spells of light to mod-
erate rain and thundershowers over the next
few days, with the possibility of heavy to very
heavy showers at isolated places, particularly
in parts of the Jammu division.

It warned that torrential rain and brief
intense showers could trigger flash floods,
landslides and shooting stones at vulnerable
locations during the next five days.

Meanwhile, a cloudburst near Mina-2 in
Minamarg triggered flash floods and landslides
on Friday evening, affecting four temporary
shelters of Bakerwal families, but swift action
by Police Post Minamarg ensured all occupants
were safely evacuated without any loss of life.

The cloudburst struck the area in the eve-
ning hours, causing flash floods that impacted
approximately 20 persons belonging to Baker-
wal families residing in deras opposite Police
Post Minamarg.

Acting promptly, personnel of Police Post Mina-
marg launched a swift rescue operation and safely
evacuated all the affected families to the Police
Post Minamarg building and the Sheep Husband-
ry Department building at Minamarg.

During the incident, a Wagon R vehicle was
also washed away by the flash flood. However,
all the occupants of the vehicle are safe, and
no casualties have been reported.

Meanwhile, traffic on the Drass-Srinagar
National Highway has been temporarily sus-
pended at the affected location. Police person-
nel from Police Post Minamarg, along with
road clearance machinery, are on the spot
and actively engaged in clearing debris and
restoring traffic at the earliest.

District Police Drass appealed to all com-
muters, tourists, and locals to avoid cross-
ing overflowing water channels, streams, and
flood-prone areas and to exercise utmost cau-
tion while travelling until normal conditions
are restored—(KNO)

Security Forces

track down the attackers who shot the
two labourers dead. Director General of
Police Nalin Prabhat and senior officials
from police and other security forces visited
the spot and reviewed the security situation,

officials said.

Security has been heightened in other
parts of the Valley, and checking and frisk-
ing of persons and vehicles have also been
intensified, they said.

Two migrant labourers, Deepak Ratray
and Bopinder, who were in their 20s and
hailed from Chhattisgarh, were shot dead by
terrorists at a brick kiln in the Kelam area
of Kulgam district late on Friday evening.

The last rites of the deceased were per-
formed at the Palpora area of the district in
the presence of family members and senior
officers from police and civil administra-
tion, officials said.

Friday’s attack comes close on the heels
of the killing of a policeman on Amarnath
Yatra duty in Anantnag district on July 22,
following which over 3,000 overground work-
ers were detained.

National Conference president Farooq
Abdullah called for an investigation into
the killing, indicating that such incidents
happen in the Valley whenever a demand for
statehood is raised.

“I regret it. We do not even know who
killed them. There should be an investiga-
tion, a fair probe into who the killers are,”
Abdullah told reporters in Baramulla dis-
trict.

Questioning the timing of the incident,
the three-time chief minister said, “I don’t
know why such incidents happen whenever
we seek statehood.”

PDP president Mehbooba Mufti told
reporters here that the killings were the
result of a “security lapse”.

“This cycle must stop. Despite heavy secu-
rity presence, which causes so much agony
for locals, such incidents happen. In my
view, there was a lapse in security some-
where,” Mehbooba said, demanding a probe.

She said the L-G administration, which
looks after law and order in Jammu and
Kashmir, needs to look into how the attack
took place despite a large presence of secu-
rity personnel deployed for the ongoing
Amarnath Yatra.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah has
announced an ex-gratia relief of Rs 10 lakh
each for the kin of the two migrant labour-
ers. This is in addition to the immediate
assistance of Rs 6 lakh each announced by
the district administration.

The chief minister also strongly con-
demned the dastardly killing of two labour-
ers and expressed profound grief over the
loss of innocent lives.

“He announced an ex gratia relief of Rs 10
lakh each from the Chief Minister’s Relief
Fund for the next of kin of the deceased.
This will be in addition to the immediate
assistance of Rs 6 lakh each to be provided
by the district administration,” the Chief
Minister’s Office said on X.

NSA Doval Played

He said Tilak's life and teachings continue
to inspire the country's youth and remain
relevant in nation-building.

"Tilak united people and connected them
with the freedom movement through the
public Ganesh festival. India is now moving
firmly on the path of cultural nationalism
laid down by Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar
Tilak, and no one can reverse that journey,"
Shah added.

Describing Tilak as one of the foremost
architects of India's freedom movement,
Shah said his ideas on nationalism, self-
rule and social awakening continue to guide
the nation.

He added that Tilak's life and teachings
serve as an inspiration for today's younger
generation.

Addressing the event, Doval said he was
thankful for the award named after Lokman-
ya Bal Gangadhar Tilak and was accepting
it with humility.(PTI)

J&K To Fully Implement

inadequate, with many eligible benefi-
ciaries failing to receive the benefits guar-
anteed under the law,” the minister said
addressing a press conference here.

He said the Department of Tribal Affairs
has now been designated as the nodal depart-
ment for implementing the Act, replacing
the earlier arrangement under which the
Forest Department handled FRA-related
matters.

As part of the implementation framework,
the government has established a Project
Management Unit (PMU) and nominated
three experts representing Kashmir, Jammu
and Poonch, he said, adding that district-
level implementation cells are also being
set up across Jammu and Kashmir and are
expected to become operational within a
week to 10 days.

The minister said Deputy Commissioners
have been directed to expedite all pending as
well as fresh claims under the Act.

“Many tribal families living in remote
areas have been unable to file or pursue
their claims because of poor connectivity,
lack of awareness and limited access to
government services. The PMU will assist
applicants throughout the claims process,”
Rana said.

Referring to recent notices reportedly
issued by the Forest Department in several
areas, Rana said the Tribal Affairs Depart-
ment has issued a circular clarifying that
the Forest Department cannot issue notices
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under the Forest Rights Act.

He explained that while the Forest Depart-
ment functions under the Indian Forest Act,
the implementation of the Forest Rights Act
now falls under the designated nodal depart-
ment, and clear directions have been issued
to all concerned authorities regarding their
respective roles.

The minister emphasized that the process
of recognizing forest rights begins at the
Gram Sabha level and proceeds through
various statutory stages before claims are
finally decided.

He said that people who have been resid-
ing on forest land for generations would not
be disturbed until the recognition and veri-
fication process under the Act is completed.

Addressing concerns over previous evic-
tion drives, Rana said the government had
ordered inquiries into complaints, including
those arising from the recent incidents in
Jammu.

“For the first time in Jammu and Kashmir,
inquiry committees were constituted spe-
cifically to examine allegations of excesses
against members of the tribal community,”
he said.

He disclosed that two separate inquiries
had been initiated — one by the Revenue
Department and another by the Tribal
Affairs Department. The Tribal Affairs
Department’s inquiry has been completed
and its report submitted to the government.

“Wherever illegal actions have taken
place, and whoever is found responsible,
the government will study the reports care-
fully and implement their recommendations
in letter and spirit,” he said.

Clarifying the government’s policy on
forest land, Rana reiterated a principle he
said he had maintained from the first day
in office: “No new encroachments, and no
eviction of existing occupants.”

He said the policy is fully consistent with
the spirit of the Forest Rights Act.

“Any encroachment on forest land will not
be tolerated under any circumstances. How-
ever, those who have been residing or culti-
vating the land for decades and are eligible
under the Forest Rights Act will have their
claims examined through the prescribed
legal process, and decisions will be taken
accordingly,” he said.

He reiterated that protecting the rights
of Scheduled Tribes, nomadic communities
and other backward sections remains a key
priority of the J&K government, and said
the implementation of the Forest Rights Act
marks a significant step towards ensuring
social justice and legal recognition of long-
pending rights.

Amarnath Yatra

official figures, 8,493 pilgrims paid
obeisance at the holy cave shrine on

Saturday, including 5,654 men, 2,513 -

women, 45 children, 39 sadhus, 29 sadhvis,
five transgender devotees and 208 security
personnel.

A total number of pilgrims who have paid
obeisance at the shrine since the commence-
ment of the annual pilgrimage on July 3 has
reached 4,55,281, officials added—(KNO)

L]
Jmu-Sgr Highwa

affected stretch was made motorable,
following which vehicular movement was
restored in a phased manner,” an official
said, adding, "Light Motor Vehicles (LMVs)
were released simultaneously from Udham-
pur and Qazigund after the highway was
declared fit for traffic.

Heavy Motor Vehicles (HMVs) stranded
on the Kashmir side were also allowed to
proceed towards Jammu," an official said—
(KNO)

Livelihood guest Ends

making efforts to bring Deepak’s mortal
remains back to his native village.

A similar tragedy unfolded in Sarangarh-
Bilaigarh district, where 28-year-old Bhupen-
dra Bhaina had left his village of Chhuiya
three months ago to work at a brick Kiln in
the Union Territory with his wife.

The couple left their four-year-old son in
the care of Bhupendra’s grandmother and
minor sister, while his parents and brother
were away working as labourers in Himachal
Pradesh, Sarangarh-Bilaigarh Superinten-
dent of Police Sunil Sharma said.

He said that officers reached Bhupendra’s
home around 2 am to break the tragic news.
However, given the sensitive hour, the police
chose not to inform his elderly grandmother
and young sister immediately, instead contact-
ing his father in Himachal Pradesh.

Local authorities are coordinating with police
and J&K administration for all necessary assis-
tance to bring back his remains, he added.

Unaware of her brother’s death on Saturday
morning, Bhupendra’s sister told reporters
that he had gone to Kashmir solely because
the family struggled to afford bare necessities.

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai expressed
grief over the deaths and described the Kkill-
ings of the two workers in the “cowardly
terror attack” as deeply painful.

He said necessary directions had been
issued to officials and assured that the Chhat-
tisgarh government stood firmly with the
bereaved families and would extend all pos-
sible assistance.
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Speaker holds public
outreach camp at Kanidajan

Assures accelerated development, protection of rights under Forest Rights Act

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Speaker,
Jammu and Kashmir Leg-
islative Assembly, Abdul
Rahim Rather, Saturday
visited village Kanidajan in
the Charar-i-Sharief Con-
stituency, where he held
a public outreach camp
to listen to the grievances
of the people, review the
developmental needs of the
area and assess the overall
progress of various public
welfare initiatives.

During the public inter-
action, the people apprised
the Speaker of several
issues concerning the area
and projected their devel-
opmental aspirations while
expressing appreciation for
his continued outreach and
accessibility.

A major concern raised
by the villagers pertained
to the alleged harassment
caused by issuance of evic-
tion notices by the Forest
Department and the report-
ed obstruction of agricul-
tural activities on lands
which, they said, have been
under their possession and
cultivation for generations.

The residents informed
the Speaker that a large
number of families are
solely dependent on the
produce from these lands
for their livelihood and
urged the government to
safeguard their legitimate
rights.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Speaker categori-
cally stated that no one
would be allowed to act in
violation of the provisions

& bl A
of the Forest Rights Act
(FRA), 2006. He asserted
that the rights of all eligible
beneficiaries under the Act
would be protected in letter
and spirit adding that no
undue harassment of vil-
lagers would be tolerated.

The Speaker said that
officers and officials of
the Forest Department are
expected to be fully conver-
sant with the provisions of
the law and must discharge
their responsibilities in
strict conformity with the
legal framework.

He said that the govern-
ment has recently issued
comprehensive guidelines
clearly explaining imple-
mentation of the relevant
provisions of the Forest
Rights Act. He cautioned
that no individual should
attempt tomisuse the Actas
a pretext for fresh encroach-
ments on forest land or gov-
ernment property, empha-
sizing that the law must
be implemented fairly and

transparently while safe-
guarding the rights of genu-
ine beneficiaries.

The villagers also high-
lighted several long-pending
developmental require-
ments, including improve-
ment of road connectivity,
augmentation of drinking
water supply, strengthening
of electricity infrastructure,
upgradation of the local
High School to Higher Sec-
ondary level, enhancement
of healthcare facilities and
establishment of veterinary
centres in the area.

Responding to the
demands, the Speaker
assured the gathering that
the government remains
fully committed to the wel-
fare and inclusive devel-
opment of the people. He
said that all genuine issues
projected by the residents
would be taken up with the
concerned departments and
addressed in a phased and
time-bound manner.

The Speaker also gave

NEWS

a detailed account of the
developmental initiatives
undertaken by the pres-
ent government during the
last one-and-a-half years
in the Charar-i-Sharief
Constituency. He informed
the gathering that macad-
amisation works on several
important roads, including
Dardpora-Kanidajan Road,
Hayatpora —Wanpora via
Kazipora Road, Tujan-Til-
sara Road, Charaipora —
Karpora-Tujan Road, Dard-
pora-Chrawani-Charar-i-
Sharief Road besides other
key road projects have been
completed.

He announced that the
macadamisation of the
9-kilometre Kanidajan-—
Nowgam road will soon be
taken up at an estimated
cost of around Rs. 2 crore.
Similarly, works on the
Nowgam-Nilnag road at
an estimated cost of Rs.
1.40 crore, Leden-Dobha
road at a cost of Ra 97 lakh,
restoration of the Kani-
dajan-Darwan road and
improvement of the Kani-
dajan-Pehlipora road at an
estimated cost of Rs. 70 1akh
and Rs. 40 lakh, respective-
ly, will also be undertaken
shortly.

The Speaker reiterated
that every effort is being
made to strengthen the
infrastructure and improve
the quality of life of the
people through sustained
public investment and
responsive governance.

The people expressed
gratitude to the Speaker for
his commitment towards
resolving the public issues.

FDA issues Public Health
Advisory against Unsafe
“="New Fast Tea"

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Food
& Drugs Administration
(FDA), Jammu & Kash-
mir, has issued a public
health advisory advising
consumers not to purchase
or consume "Dust Tea (Pre-
mium Instant Mix Tea)"
marketed under the brand
"New Fast Tea", Batch No.
10, packed by M/s INAAM
Tea Agency, Thane, Maha-
rashtra, after the product
was declared Unsafe by the
National Food Laboratory
(NFL), Ghaziabad.

The sample was lifted
by the Food Safety Officer,
Tral, on 27.06.2026 during
routine enforcement activ-
ities and forwarded to the
National Food Laboratory,
Ghaziabad, for analysis.

As per Food Analyst's
Report, the sample was
found to contain the pro-
hibited synthetic food
colours, Tartrazine and
Sunset Yellow, rendering
the product Unsafe under
the provisions of the Food
Safety and Standards Act,
2006 and the regulations
made thereunder.

Based on the laboratory
findings, the Designated
Officer (Assistant Com-
missioner), Pulwama, has
issued a Prohibition Order
under Section 36(3)(b) read
with Section 18(1)(f) of the
Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006, prohibiting the
sale and distribution of
the affected batch within
District Pulwama. Further
regulatory proceedings
under the Act have also
been initiated.

Consumers in pos-
session of the batch are
advised not to consume
the product. Any instance
of its sale or distribution
may be reported immedi-
ately to the concerned Des-
ignated Officer or the Food
& Drugs Administration.

The Food & Drugs
Administration, J&K,
appeals to the public to
remain vigilant and report
the sale or availability of
the prohibited tea batch
or any suspected case of
unsafe, adulterated, or
misbranded food through
the Toll-Free Helpline 104
or by email at cfsjandk.
fnd@jk.gov.in.

DG Rural Sanitation reviews
SBM (G) progress in Kupwara

Calls for Time-Bound completion of

Sanitation Works
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: Director Gen-
eral, Rural Sanitation, J&K,
Anoo Malhotra, Saturday
chaired a comprehensive
review meeting in Kup-
wara to assess the progress
of key Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion (Grameen) initiatives
across the district.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Deputy Director,
Rural Sanitation, Kashmir,
Shabir Ahmad Hakak,
Assistant Commissioner
Panchayat (ACP) Kupwara,
Ab Rashid Sheikh, Assis-
tant Commissioner Devel-
opment (ACD) Kupwara, Ab
Rashid Ganaie, Block Devel-
opment Officers (BDOs),
Assistant Engineers, Junior
Engineers, Consultants of
the Directorate and other
concerned officers.

The review focused on
the status of rural sanitation
assets, door-to-door waste
collection services, tender-
ing of sanitation infrastruc-
ture, operation and mainte-
nance of existing assets, and
other SBM(G)-related works
being implemented across
the district.

During the meeting, the
Director General conducted
a block-wise review of ongo-
ing projects and directed all
Block Development Officers
to accelerate the pace of
implementation.

She emphasized that
Swachh Bharat Mission (Gra-
meen) should remain a prior-
ity and instructed the officers
to ensure timely execution of
all sanctioned works.

Stressing the importance
of efficient service delivery,
the Director General Rural
Sanitation called for the
time-bound completion
of all ongoing sanitation
projects and directed the
Assistant Commissioner
Panchayat, Kupwara, to
closely monitor progress
and ensure that all works
are completed within the
stipulated timelines.

She also underscored the
need for strengthening door-
to-door waste collection
services and ensuring that
sanitation assets like Plastic
Waste Management Units,
Segregation Sheds and other
allied assets are made fully
functional for the benefit of
rural communities.

DLSA Srinagar

organizes Special

Lok Adalat for

Matrimonial Cases

GMK NEWS NETWORK
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SRINAGAR: In compliance to the direc- |
tions of NALSA & JK Legal Services .
Authority, District Legal Services Author-
ity (DLSA) Srinagar, organized a Special !
Lok Adalat for Matrimonial Cases. i

The Special Lok Adalat, aimed at ami- :
cably resolving Cases, was held under the
guidance of Haq Nawaz Zargar, Chair- |
man District Legal Services Authority .
(Principal District & Sessions Judge) Sri- -
nagar, and overall supervision of Secre- !

tary DLSA Srinagar.

To facilitate the amicable settlement
of cases, two benches were constituted
for the Special Lok Adalat. The 1st bench
was presided over by Mehreen Mushtag,
Principal Judge Family Court, Srinagar,
and Massarat Jabeen, PT&E Magistrate,
Srinagar as Member, and the 2nd bench
was presided over by Preet Simran Kaur,
4th Additional Sessions Judge, Srinagar
and Fida Hussain Nayak, Municipal
Magistrate, Srinagar as member.

85 cases were taken up by these bench-
es for amicable settlement, out of which

14 cases were settled.

CHENNALI: Leader of the Oppo-
sition (LoP) in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Saturday called upon
political parties across the country,
particularly those in Tamil Nadu, to
unite against the Centre’s proposed
delimitation exercise, alleging that it
would undermine the State’s politi-
cal representation and interests.

Speaking to reporters at Mamal-
lapuram near Chennai, LoP Rahul
Gandhi accused the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) of attempting
to use delimitation to reduce Tamil
Nadu’s political influence.

He said all regional and national
parties should come together in Par-
liament to defeat any legislation that
could adversely affect the State’s rep-
resentation.

He alleged that the proposed
exercise was designed to “disenfran-
chise” the people of Tamil Nadu and
take away their political power.

LoP Rahul Gandhi described
it as a conspiracy by the BJP and
maintained that parties in the State
should recognise its potential long-
term consequences.

Rahul Gandhi warns delimitation
threatens Tamil Nadu

“Every single Tamil party and
every national party should defeat
the delimitation bill in Parliament,”
LoP Rahul Gandhi said, stressing the
need for a united political response.

He further alleged that any
party supporting the BJP on the
issue would be acting against Tamil
Nadu’s interests.

He claimed that backing such a
proposal would effectively allow the
RSS and BJP to weaken the state’s
political voice.

Stepping up his attack, LoP
Rahul Gandhi said political par-
ties or leaders who helped the BJP
secure passage of a delimitation bill
would be remembered by history as
the “21st-century Ettappan”. Ettap-
pan, an 18th-century Tamil ruler, is
remembered as a symbol of betrayal

for allegedly assisting the British

against freedom fighter Veerapandia
Kattabomman.

The Congress has been raising
concerns that a population-based
delimitation exercise could reduce
the relative parliamentary influence
of southern States that have per-
formed better in population control
compared with some northern States.
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MLA B'porareviews Dev Works,
stresses timely Public Service Delivery

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Member
of Legislative Assembly
(MLA) for Bandipora
Constituency, Nizamud-
din Bhat, on Saturday
chaired a departmental
review meeting at the
Conference Hall, Mini
Secretariat Bandipora
to assess the progress of
developmental works and
public welfare initiatives
in the constituency.

The meeting was
attended by Assistant
Commissioner Revenue
Bandipora, Shabir Ahmad
Wani; Programme Offi-
cer ICDS Bandipora, Yaar
Ali Khan; Chief Planning
Officer Bandipora; Chief
Education Officer Bandip-
ora; Chief Medical Officer
Bandipora; District Social
Welfare Officer Bandipora;
MS DH Bandipora; Execu-
tive Engineers; Tehsildar
Bandipora, besides other
concerned officers.

The MLA reviewed the
department-wise prog-
ress of ICDS, Revenue,

Health, Education, Social
Welfare, Power Devel-
opment Department
(PDD), Sports Council,
Youth Services & Sports,
National Health Mission
(NHM), AYUSH and other
line departments.

The MLA reviewed the
status of ongoing develop-
ment projects, Constitu-
ency Development Fund
(CDF) works, Tribal sector
projects and the CAPEX
Budget 2026-27, and sought
status from the concerned
departments regarding
implementation of various
schemes and projects.

Chief Planning Offi-
cer, Bandipora, delivered
a detailed presentation
highlighting the progress
of schemes and projects
under different sectors.

During the meeting,
the MLA directed the
Programme Officer, ICDS
Bandipora, to ensure that
the vacant posts of Angan-
wadi Workers and Helpers
are advertised and filled
up at the earliest. He also
directed that all essential

facilities be ensured at
Anganwadi Centres and
that benefits under vari-
ous welfare schemes reach
the deserving beneficiaries
effectively.

Reviewing the Health
Department, the MLA
directed that a special
audit of District Hospital
Bandipora and Primary
Health Centres (PHCs) be
conducted, including the
National Health Mission
(NHM) manpower engaged
and the utilisation of funds
under different compo-
nents in District Hospital
Bandipora.

The MLA urged the
Assistant Commissioner
Revenue Bandipora to
ensure prompt public
service delivery, particu-
larly the issuance of Other
Backward Class (OBC) cer-
tificates to eligible appli-
cants within the stipulated
timeframe.

The MLA also urged
the Power Development
Department to take neces-
sary measures to reduce
power curtailments and

improve electricity supply
for the convenience of the
general public.

He directed the Dis-
trict Social Welfare Offi-
cer (DSWO) Bandipora
to obtain approval for the
proposals related to the
distribution of assistance
under individual beneficia-
ry schemes from the MLA.

The MLA directed the
Youth Services & Sports
Department and the
Sports Council to take up
the matter of the unsafe
building at SK Sports
Stadium with the R&B
Department. The Execu-
tive Engineer, R&B Bandi-
pora, was asked to furnish
the necessary report for
further process.

The MLA urged all
departments to furnish
details of pending issues
and projects requiring
intervention at the level
of the Heads of Depart-
ments, Administrative
Departments, or the Gov-
ernment so that the same
could be taken up with the
concerned authorities.
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Name of work:- Annual

Reference: 1)  e-NIT No:

cancelled.

No: MHDH/TS/1268-71
Date:-31/07/2026.
DIPK-3983-26
DT:01/08/2026

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR (U T)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

MechanicaL & Hospimats Division HANDWARA MECHANICAL
& Hospimats ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, KASHMIR.

email: xenmhd-handwara@jk.gov.in

CORRIGENDUM 01 (CANCELLATION)

Operation

Maintenance of Oxygen Generation Plants at

SDH Kupwara for the year 2026-27.

MHDH/TS/2026-27/eNIT/34
Tender Id: 2026_PWDJK_316797_1

Due to technical reasons, the above referred to NIT is hereby

and Comprehensive

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Mechanical & Hospitals Division

Handwara
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER

(DESIGNATED OFFICER UNDER FSS ACT)

DRUGS AND FOOD CONTROL ORGANISATION
DISTRICT PULWAMA

Sunset Yellow.

No:ACF/PUL-26/245-246
Dated:31/07/2026

Subject: Prohibition on Sale of "Dust Tea(Premium Instant Mix Tea)" marketed under the brand name New Fast Tea (Batch No. 10)

ORDER

Whereas, the Food Safety Officer Tral procured a sample of "Dust Tea" sold in the market under the brand name New Fast
Tea(Batch No. 10) packed by Inaam Tea Thaane in the month of April 2026.
Whereas ,the Food Analyst, National Food Laboratory, Ghaziabad ,vide Report No. JK-393/JUL/26/418 dated 22/07/2026,
has declared the said sample as "UNSAFE" on the ground that it shows presence of water soluble synthetic colour Tartazine and

Whereas consumption of the above said tea is harmful to health and is thus liable to be prohibited under Regulation 2.3.7 of
the Food Safety and Standards( Prohibition and Restriction on Sales) Regulations, 2011.

Whereas manufacture and sale of Unsafe Food, as defined under section 3(1)(zz)(viii) is prohibited and is punishable under
section 59(i) of the Food Safety and Standards Acts,2006
Therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred under Section 36(3)(b) of the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, and in the
interest of public health, | Designated Officer, Food Safety, Pulwama, hereby prohibit the sale of the aforesaid food product within
the territorial jurisdiction of District Pulwama with immediate effect and until further orders.

DIPK-3985-26
DT: 01/08/2026

Assistant /Commissioner
Food Safety Pulwama

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

DIRECTORATE OF AGRICULTURE KASHMIR

current sowing season.

NOTIFICATION

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) FOR PROCUREMENT OF QUALITY SAFFRON CORMS
FROM INDIVIDUAL FARMERS, REGISTERED NURSERIES, FARMER-PRODUCER ORGANISATIONS,
COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES, AND OTHER ELIGIBLE ENTITIES

The Directorate of Agriculture Production & Farmers’ Welfare, Kashmir invites Expressions of Interest from residents of J&K being
Individual farmers, registered nurseries, farmer-producer organisations, cooperative societies, and other eligible entities capable of
supplying certified, disease-free saffron (Crocus sativus L.) corms of local origin for establishment of public sector nursery during the

Interested and eligible parties are required to submit, in the prescribed format, the requisite parameters as mentioned below by
or before 08.08.2026. Detailed eligibility conditions, technical specifications and evaluation criteria are set out in the EOl document
available from the Directorate’s office and its official web portal. However, the proforma of the documents can be obtained from
Directorate of Agriculture against a payment of Rs. 100/-

Applications not accompanied by the required documents or received after the closing date and time, are liable to be summarily
rejected. The Directorate reserves the right to verify any source field or nursery declared by an applicant prior to shortlisting, and to reject
any application where such verification cannot be satisfactorily completed.

Technical Specification and Inspection Checklist

Parameter Specification / Check
Species/variety Crocus sativus L., verified local (Kashmir GI-consistent) ecotype
Size grade 26gms.
Disease status Free of visible corm-rot lesions, mycelial growth, or soft rot

Mechanical condition

Free of cuts, bruising or crushing damage from lifting

Traceability Details (Land & Origin); Source
& registration Certificate

Authenticated from concerned Chief Agriculture Officer Srinagar/
Pulwama/ Kishtwar

Non blacklisting document

Affidavit from First Class Judicial Magistrate

Supply Capacity (minimum of 50 Qtls)

Undertaking in prescribed format (self-attested)

“CM K¢

No.: Agri/Acctts/2026-27/1706-10 Sd/-
Dated: 01 /08/2026 Accounts Officer
DIPK-4009-26 Directorate of Agriculture
DT: 01/08/2026 Kashmir
o 000
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'Football is not for

sale': UEFA hails FIFA's
withdrawal of controversml
WCinvestment plan

IANS

GENEVA: UEFA has wel-
comed FIFA's decision to
abandon its controversial
proposal to sell a stake in
the commercial rights of
its competitions, including
the FIFA World Cup, call-
ing the reversal "a victory
for the whole game" while
urging world football's gov-
erning body to rebuild trust
through greater transpar-
ency and accountability.

In a strongly worded
statement issued after
FIFA President Gianni
Infantino confirmed the
withdrawal of the proposed
FIFA Forward Enterprise
(FFE) project, UEFA said
the plan had been unani-
mously rejected by its
member associations and
opposed by federations and
confederations worldwide.

"UEFA welcomes FIFA's
decision to withdraw its
plan to sell a stake in its
competitions, including
the World Cup, into private
hands," the continental
governing body said.

It also thanked fans,
clubs, leagues, players,
national associations and
confederations, as well as
political leaders and com-
mentators, for opposing
the proposal. "Football is
not for sale," UEFA said,
describing the withdrawal
as a victory for the sport.

Despite welcoming
FIFA's U-turn, UEFA
launched a fresh attack
on the process behind the
proposal, criticising what
it called "secret schemes"

developed without ade-
quate consultation.

"We cannot keep going
on like this with secret
schemes on fast-track times-
cales, cooked up by faceless
individuals and of dubious
benefit to the game. We must
identify those responsible
and hold them to account,”
UEFA said.

The European body
added that it would work
with its member associa-
tions and other continen-
tal confederations in the
coming weeks to review
how the proposal emerged
and ensure a similar situ-
ation does not arise again.

"The current FIFA lead-
ership has not only lost
UEFA's confidence but also
that of many other mem-
bers of the football family,"
the statement added.

UEFA also accused Infan-
tino of failing to deliver on
promises of transparency
made when he was elected
FIFA president in 2016. It
argued that with FIFA hold-
ing reserves of more than
five billion US dollars, there
was no need to seek out-
side investment to increase

development funding.
Instead, UEFA pro-
posed expanding support
through the existing FIFA
Forward programme by
using FIFA's financial
reserves to strengthen
grassroots football and
member associations
across all 211 federations.
"We must start to use
some of that money that
is sat idle in FIFA's bank
account to deliver the kick
start that the grassroots
and the wider game need
in each of the 211 countries
of FIFA. But we don't need
to sell off the family silver
to pay for it," UEFA said.
Infantino announced
on Saturday that FIFA
would not proceed with the
FIFA Forward Enterprise
project after widespread
opposition from UEFA,
the Asian Football Con-
federation (AFC), CON-
CACAF and several FIFA
stakeholders. The proposal
had envisaged creating
a commercial subsidiary
to manage FIFA's major
competition rights while
allowing external investors
to acquire an equity stake.

DPL 2026: Anshuman Hooda's fifer helps
South Delhi Superstarz beat East Delhi Riders

IANS

NEW DELHI: Anshuman
Hooda produced a sen-
sational bowling perfor-
mance before South Delhi
Superstarz chased down a
competitive target to defeat
East Delhi Riders by four
wickets in Match 2 of the
Delhi Premier League
(DPL) 2026 at the Arun
Jaitley Stadium in New
Delhi on Saturday.

After opting to bowl
first, South Delhi Super-
starz restricted East Delhi
Riders to 165 all out in 18.1
overs, thanks largely to
Hooda's outstanding spell
of 5 for 24 in 3.1 overs.

The right-arm pacer
turned the match on its
head with a brilliant burst
at the death, removing
Deepak Punia, Simarjeet
Singh, Suryansh Raina,
Mayank Rawat and Dhruv
Kaushik to trigger a dra-
matic collapse.

Earlier, Arpit Rana led
the Riders' batting with a
blistering 66 off 39 balls,
smashing six fours and
three sixes. Kavya Gupta
chipped in with an aggres-
sive 37 off 22 deliveries,
while Dhruv Kaushik con-
tributed 20.

At one stage, East Delhi
appeared set for a much

bigger total before Hooda's

incisive spell ensured they
were bowled out with 11 balls
remaining. Ayush Badoni
claimed two wickets, while
Aman Bharti and Ankit
Dabas picked up one each.
In reply, South Delhi
Superstarz recovered from
an early setback through a
fluent innings from Anmol
Sharma, who top-scored
with 64 off just 36 balls,
striking eight boundar-
ies and two sixes. Pranav
Pant added a quickfire 24
off 14, while skipper Ayush
Badoni injected momen-
tum with a 23-run cameo
from only 11 deliveries.
Although East Delhi Riders
fought back through Ashish

‘F

Meena (2/24) and Rounak
Waghela (2/54), Karan Garg
held his nerve with an unbeat-
en 27 off 28 balls.

Supported by Pranshu
Vijayran's 17 and Ankit
Dabas' unbeaten 6, South
Delhi reached 169/6 in 18.1
overs, sealing victory with
11 balls to spare.

Earlier, Central Delhi
Kings all-rounder Keshav
Dabas has been penalised
10 per cent of his match fee
and handed one demerit
point for a Code of Con-
duct breach during his
side's thrilling four-wicket
win over Purani Dilli 6 in
the Delhi Premier League
(DPL) 2026 opener at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium.

Taipei Open: Tanvi Sharma enters final
with dominant straight-games win

IANS

TAIPEI: Tanvi Sharma con-
tinued her impressive run
at the Taipei Open 2026 by
storming into the women's
singles final with a com-
manding straight-games
victory, keeping India's title
hopes alive at the BWF Super
300 tournament.

At the Taipei Arena on Sat-
urday, world number 34 beat
the fifth seed and home favou-
rite Huang Yu-hsun 21-17,
21-11, completing the victory
in just 33 minutes and thus
securing her spot in the final
on Sunday against Nguyen
Thuy Linh from Vietnam.

In contrast to her quar-
terfinal match against Thai-
land's fourth seed Supanida
Katethong, in which she had
to recover from a setback
during the match to win in

three games, Tanvi was in full
control during the semifinal
and kept the home crowd from
having any chance of a come-
back, concluding the match in
straight games with a confi-
dent all-round performance.
The last achievement
marks a major milestone in
the young player's swift ascent
over the last two years. Aspart
of India's gold-medal-winning

team at the 2024 Badminton
Asia Team Championships,
Tanvi has gradually built up
a reputation on the interna-
tional scene. In 2025 she came
in second at both the Odisha
Masters Super 100 and the
Guwahati Masters Super 100,
and had also won the Bonn
International in 2024 and the
Denmark Challenge in 2025.

India, however, came very
close to having an all-Indian
final in the women's singles
event after Unnati Hooda was
eliminated in the semifinals.
The teenager lost 15-21, 18-21
to Nguyen Thuy Linh, the
sixth seed, who will therefore
play against Tanvi for the title.
The fact that Unnati had been
defeated put an end to the pos-
sibility of an all-Indian final
which had seemed likely after
both players had reached the
last four.

SPORTS

SRINAGAR | Sunday, 02, August 2026

IANS

GUWAHATI: Defend-
ing champions North-

the Guwahati chapter of

emphatic fashion, regis-
tering a commanding 6-0
victory over Bodoland
FC in the opening Group

Gandhi Athletic Stadium
in Guwahati on Saturday.

Returning talisman
Alaaeddine Ajaraie stole
the show with a bril-
liant hat-trick, while
Lalrinzuala Lalbiaknia,
Redeem Tlang and Anto-
nio Moyano also found the
scoresheet as the High-

start to their title defence.

lined his side up in a 4-4-2
formation, pairing Aja-
raie with Lalrinzuala in
attack, while Bodoland FC
head coach Vikash Panthi
opted for a 4-2-3-1 system
with Robinson Blandon
Rendon leading the line.
The Highlanders
immediately stamped
their authority on the

East United FC began

the 135th Durand Cup in

F fixture at the Indira

landers made the perfect

NorthEast United head
coach Juan Pedro Benali

135th Durand Cup: Ajaraie scores hat-trick as NorthEast
' United start title defence with commanding win

contest, dominating pos-
session and dictating the
tempo. Ajaraie looked
lively from the outset, cre-
ating the first opportunity
with a teasing cross from
the left that Macarton
Louis Nickson controlled
before shooting straight
at goalkeeper Birkhang
Daimary.

NorthEast came close
to opening the scoring in
the eighth minute when
Jithin M.S. made a surg-
ing run down the left
before cutting the ball
back for Lalrinzuala,
whose deft flick found

Mohammed Arshaf in
space. The midfielder,
however, blazed his effort
over the crossbar from a
promising position.

Jithin and Lalrinzuala
continued to interchange
fluently, stretching the
Bodoland Dbackline,
although defenders Gaurav
Bohara, Urjoy Brahma and
Didwm Hazowary stood
firm to deny the defending
champions an early break-
through.

Bodoland had their
moments as well. Mid-
fielder Rituraj Mohan pro-
duced an excellent sliding

challenge to stop Ajaraie
from cutting inside, while
winger Wanshwadame
Diengdoh's effort took a
touch off his own team-
mate before rolling harm-
lessly wide.

NorthEast continued
to pile on the pressure
with their high defensive
line and sustained spells
of possession. Ajaraie
twice threatened from
free-kicks, first forcing
Daimary into spilling the
ball before recovering just
ahead of Lalrinzuala, and
later drawing another
impressive save as the

goalkeeper punched away
a powerful effort destined
for the top corner.

Despite their dominance,
the Highlanders had to wait
until first-half stoppage
time to break the deadlock.
After Bodoland surren-
dered possession inside
their own half, Ajaraie dis-
played sublime composure
inside the penalty area,
cushioning the ball before
calmly rolling a left-footed
finish beyond the advancing
goalkeeper to give his side a
deserved lead.

NorthEast went into
the interval ahead after
controlling 58 per cent of
possession while regis-
tering nine shots, includ-
ing five on target, com-
pared to Bodoland's two
attempts, none of which
tested Gurmeet Singh.

Bodoland began the
second half brightly, win-
ning an early corner and
showing greater attacking
intent. Substitute Manabir
Basumatary impressed
with some strong tackles,
while Rituraj Mohan and
Diengdoh looked to probe
the Highlanders' defence
from the right.

Won't say | am afraid, but | am concerned about
India’s batting in Sri Lanka, says Deep Dasgupta

IANS

NEW DELHI: Former India
wicketkeeper-batter Deep
Dasgupta has expressed
strong concerns over the
side’s batting on turning
pitches in the upcoming two-
game Test series against Sri
Lanka, adding that navigat-
ing spin-friendly conditions
will be the ‘biggest challenge’
for the side rather than its
bowling department.

India’s batters have strug-
gled heavily against spin-
ners in their defeats to New
Zealand and South Africa at
home. Facing the Sri Lankan
spinners on turning pitches
in Galle and Colombo will fur-
ther test their batting skills
from August 15-29 as they
aim to rise in the World Test
Championship (WTC) table.

“If there are bowling-
friendly pitches, then automat-
ically there are good bowlers.
Saransh has also come, who is
a good off-spinner and a person
who has been playing first-
class cricket for a long time.
He can also bat well. In fact, in
a Test match, he may not need
it that much, and hopefully not.

“But you have those

options in the absence of
Washington. Saransh has
also got the option of off-spin.
You have left-arm spinners
and Kuldeep too. I am not as
much concerned about bowl-
ing as I am about batting. If
we talk about batting, if we
look at the South Africa and
New Zealand series.

“We have seen a new bat-
ting order in South Africa.
If we look at it from there, I
will not say it is fear, but it is
a concern. How will they be
able to play in those condi-
tions? Because there will be
spinning conditions. There
will be turning conditions
because their strength is spin
bowling. In those conditions,

how does India play? How do
Indian batters handle it? That
is going to be the biggest chal-
lenge, according to me,” said
Dasgupta on his YouTube
channel on Saturday.

Highlighting the difficult
away assignments this year
as per the current WT'C cycle,
Dasgupta warned against
taking any opposition light-
ly. “Well, firstly, there is no
easy Test series, and espe-
cially right now, looking at
the Indian Test side, which
is going through a transi-
tion, the thing is that there is
not one easy Test match no
matter what happens.

“Especially in Sri Lanka,
again, Sri Lanka, I mean, it
has been very, very difficult
in the past and especially in
these conditions right now.
So, I think it's going to be
interesting when looking at
the WTC. I think there are
nine test matches left. Five
with Australia, two with Sri
Lanka, and two with New
Zealand, and if I'm not wrong,
roughly speaking, I think
seven out of nine will have to
be won to qualify for the WTC
finals. So, that in itself is a dif-
ficult task.

CWG 2026: Double glory for India
as Praveen wins silver, Selva bags
bronze in men's triple jump

IANS

GLASGOW: India's men's triple

jump contingent delivered a

memorable double podium finish
at the Commonwealth Games
2026 as national record holder
Praveen Chithravel clinched the

| silver medal while rising star

Selva Prabhu Thirumaran secured
bronze in a high-quality final on
Saturday.

Praveen, who had narrowly
missed a medal by just three
centimetres at the Birming-
ham 2022 Commonwealth
Games, finally earned his long-
awaited podium finish with a
best leap of 16.58m, while
Selva produced a season's
best effort of 16.52m to ensure

two Indian flags were raised

during the medal ceremony.
Jamaica's Jordan Scott won

the gold medal with a best jump

0f16.72m, edging Praveen by just

{14 centimetres.

Praveen showed consistency

throughout the competition. He

opened with 16.05m, followed
it with 15.64m, and improved

to 16.31m in his third attempt

before producing his best jump
0f 16.58m on his fourth. His fifth
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attempt measured 16.40m, while
his final effort ended in a foul,
thoughit did not affect his silver-
medal position.

Selva also built momentumas
the competition progressed. The
21-year-old started with 15.87m,
improved to 16.17m, and then
16.43m in the third round. After
fouling his fourth attempt, he
responded brilliantly with 16.52m
in the fifth round to move into the
bronze-medal position before
closing with 16.08m.

The silver medal marked a
significant milestone for Praveen,
who has steadily established
himself among Asia's leading
triple jumpers.

After announcing himself
with gold at the inaugural Khelo
India School Gamesin 2018 and
a historic bronze medal at the
Youth Olympic Games later that
year, Praveen has consistently
excelled on the international
stage.He won silver at the 2023
Asian Indoor Athletics Champi-
onships, where he set a national
indoor record, before improving
the Indian outdoor national
record to 17.37m and claiming
bronze at the Hangzhou Asian
Games.
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