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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication I spoke with the DGP, Shri Nalin Prabhat and top security offi-

cials following the brutal terrorist attack in Kulgam in which 
a labourer from Chhattisgarh was killed. I strongly condemn 
this cowardly act. I have directed our security forces to step 
up their operations and eliminate the terrorists. 

Manoj Sinha
@manojsinha_

“THE SYSTEMATIC INFILTRATION OF TERRORIST SYMPATHIZERS INTO GOVERNMENT 
machinery over the past 30 years was decisively dismantled, delivering an unambiguous message of zero tolerance to 
terror and public money will no longer sustain those quietly subverting the nation from within,” 

Heavy Rain 
Triggers Flash 
Floods In Kashmir

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Heavy over-
night rainfall triggered 
flash floods in parts of  
north Kashmir on Friday, 
inundating roads and a 
government school in Ban-
dipora district, while the 
Meteorological Depart-
ment forecast intermittent 
rain and thunderstorms 
across Jammu and Kash-
mir over the next week.

Officials said that flash 
floods hit Saderkoot Bala in 
Bandipora, where muddy 
water entered the Govern-
ment Primary School at 
Ganie Mohalla, Malpora, 
damaging classroom mats 
and forcing suspension of  
classes for the day.

In Baramulla district, 
flash floods affected the 
Brennar area of  Sopore 
town, though no loss of  life 
or damage to property was 
reported. Authorities said 
the situation was being 
closely monitored.

Most parts of  the Valley 
witnessed overnight rain-
fall, with significant pre-
cipitation recorded in 
Budgam, Baramulla and 
Bandipora districts.

According to the Meteo-
rological Centre Srinagar, 
Srinagar received P-06

Centre Intensifies Diplomatic Push 
To Corner Pakistan Over Terror

RAJA SYED 

SRINAGAR: The Govern-
ment of  India on Friday 
said it has intensified dip-
lomatic efforts to build 
international pressure 
against cross-border ter-
rorism emanating from 
Pakistan and secure 
greater accountability 

for terrorist networks and 
their supporters.

The issue, was raised in 
the Lok Sabha by Member 
Parliament  Pratima 
Mondal, who sought 
details of  the measur-
able diplomatic outcomes 
achieved by the Govern-
ment in securing stronger 
international P-06

Forces Must Be Ready To Tackle 
Challenges Of Asymmetric Warfare: LG

Future Favors Those 
Who See Scope, 
Not Stops: LG

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Friday 
asserted that "the future 
belongs to those who see pos-
sibilities rather than bound-
aries", as he inaugurated a 
series of  transformative aca-
demic programmes at Clus-
ter University Jammu. 

Under the leadership of  
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Sinha said India has 
resolved to become a leader 
in technology development 
and manufacturing.

In his address, the Lieuten-
ant Governor highlighted the 
significance of  the “Design 
Your Degree” programme, 
calling it a revolutionary 
step towards student-centric 
learning. He noted that the 
world today demands multi-
disciplinary thinkers who 
can integrate knowledge 
across diverse fields.

“The frontiers of  P-06

    UN Raises Alarm

PoJK Vote Marred By 
Deadly Clashes, 75 Killed

GMK NEWS NETWORK

MUZAFFARABAD: Protests 
during regional elections in 
Pakistan-occupied Jammu 
Kashmir (PoJK) have turned 
deadly, with reports saying 
more than 75 people had been 
killed around one town in 
clashes with security forces 
ahead of  the second ‌round.

Witnesses and activists say 
the violence erupted in multi-

ple cities, including Rawalakot 
and Mirpur, where Pakistani 
troops opened fire on dem-
onstrators rallying against 
soaring inflation, exorbitant 
electricity bills, and alleged 
electoral manipulation. 
Local hospitals have reported 
receiving dozens of  bodies, 
with many victims suffering 
gunshot wounds to the chest 
and head.

The protests, P-06

Hundreds Of Fruit-Laden Trucks Stranded 
As J&K Highway Closed For Restoration
Drivers Seek Early Restoration, Say Prolonged Closure May Lead To Huge Losses

UMAISAR GULL

QAZIGUND: Hundreds of  fruit-
laden trucks remained stranded 
at several locations along the 
Jammu-Srinagar National High-
way on Friday following the sus-
pension of  traffic for restoration 
works, with drivers urging the 
authorities to reopen the road at 
the earliest to prevent losses to 
growers and transporters.

The Jammu-Srinagar Nation-
al Highway, the only all-weather 
road linking Kashmir with the 
rest of  the country, remained 
closed on Friday to facilitate 
restoration and slope stabi-
lisation works on vulnerable 
stretches, leaving hundreds of  
goods vehicles stranded at dif-
ferent locations on both sides of  
the highway.

The stranded drivers said 
that most of  the vehicles were 

carrying fresh apples and other 
perishable produce to markets 
outside Jammu and Kashmir.

"We are carrying fruit-laden 
trucks, and the shelf  life of  the 
produce is very limited. If  the 
highway remains closed for long, 
the fruit will start deteriorating, 
which will lead to heavy finan-
cial losses for growers as well 
as transporters," Mohammad 
Ashraf, a truck driver, said.

He said the uncertainty over 
the reopening of  the highway 

was adding to their concerns. 
"We have been waiting for hours 
without any clear information on 
when traffic will resume. Every 
passing hour reduces the quality 
of  the fruit, and we fear the con-
signment may not fetch a good 
price in the market," he said.

Another driver said the timely 
transportation of  apples is cru-
cial during the harvesting season 
and appealed to the administra-
tion to prioritise the movement 
of  fruit-laden trucks P-06

CS Launches 162 New Online 
Citizen Services On E-UNNAT

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Friday 
held a meeting of  all the con-
cerned Administrative Secre-
taries to assess Jammu 
and Kashmir's per-
formance on the 
National e-Gov-
ernance Service 
Delivery Assess-
ment (NeSDA) 
and reviewed the 
progress made by the 
Information Technology 
Department towards expand-
ing the digital governance 
ecosystem across the Union 
Territory.

During the meeting, the 
Chief  Secretary launched 
162 district-level online citi-
zen services, developed by 
the Information Technology 
Department, which have 
now been integrated with 
the eUNNAT Portal, taking 
the total number of  online 
Government-to-Citizen (G2C) 
services available on the plat-
form from 1,548 to 1,710.

The newly added services, 
developed for 18 districts of  
the Union Territory, encom-
pass a wide range of  regula-
tory permissions and public 
services, including per-

missions for fairs and 
exhibitions, cultural 

programmes, politi-
cal and religious 
gatherings, proces-
sions, drone opera-
tions and several 

other district-level 
services.
 These services are 

now available through a 
completely digital, paper-
less and workflow-based 
platform, enabling citizens 
to apply online, monitor the 
status of  their applications 
and receive digitally signed 
approvals without visiting 
Government offices.

Emphasising continuous 
improvement, the Chief  Sec-
retary directed all Admin-
istrative Departments to 
ensure timely compliance 
with all mandatory NeSDA 
parameters and P-06

Terrorists Trained By Pak To Target India Have 
Turned Their Guns Towards Their Masters: MEA
Calls Upon International Community To Closely Examine Pakistan's Actions In PoJK

SAJID RAINA

NEW DELHI: Calling upon 
the international community 
to closely examine Pakistan's 
actions in Pakistan-occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK), 
India on Friday said neigh-
bouring country’s politi-
cal leadership has admitted 
that terrorists once trained 
and armed by the Pakistani 
state to target India have now 
turned against them.

Addressing the weekly 
media briefing, spokesper-
son of  Ministry of  External 
Affairs Randhir Jaiswal, said, 
“Islamabad has unleashed a 
violent crackdown on civil-
ians in PoJK and it should 
be held accountable for the 
deaths of  more than 40 people 
during recent unrest in the 

region.”
He said, “Pakistan's own 

political leadership has effec-
tively admitted that terrorists 
once trained and armed by the 
Pakistani establishment to 
target India have now turned 
against the Pakistani state.”

Jaiswal said, "The Spe-

cial Assistant to the Prime 
Minister of  Pakistan on 
Political Affairs has openly 
acknowledged that the very 
Mujahideen whom the Paki-
stani establishment trained, 
funded, armed and sent to 
bleed India have now turned 
their guns inwards and are 

weaponising themselves 
against the state."

He alleged that Pakistan 
has used "ruthless force" 
against civilians in PoJK, 
where protests have inten-
sified in recent weeks over 
rising prices, alleged admin-
istrative neglect, political 
discrimination and reported 
atrocities against minority 
communities.

According to Jaiswal, the 
security crackdown has left 
more than 40 civilians dead 
and many others seriously 
injured. The demonstrations 
are being led by the Joint 
Awami Action Committee 
(JAAC).

He also criticised remarks 
attributed to Pakistan's 
defence minister, alleging that 
protesters were P-06

‘India’s Highest 
Power Loss Stays 
In Kashmir’

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: The power distri-
bution company of  Kashmir has 
recorded the highest electricity 
losses in India for the third con-
secutive year, with more than 
one-third of  all power it handles 
vanishing before reaching con-
sumers.

The official figures revealed 
that in the Financial Year (FY) 
2025, Jammu and Kashmir was 
reeling under 33.54 percent of  
Aggregate Technical and Com-
mercial (AT&C) losses against 
the national average of  15.04 
percent.

The local Discom, Kashmir 
Power Development Corpo-
ration Limited (KPDCL) had 
recorded a AT&C loss of  59.59 
percent in FY23 against a target 
of  54 percent.

The figures further said that 
the AT&C had improved to 
51.98 percent in FY24 against a 
target of  44 percent. However, 
the house was informed that the 
losses further P-06

     Inclement Weather

Amarnath Yatra Remains 
Suspended From Baltal Route

UMAISAR GULL 

SRINAGAR: The annual 
Amarnath Yatra remained 
suspended from the Baltal 
route on Friday due to 
inclement weather and ongo-
ing repair work on the track, 
even as a fresh batch of  1,605 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati 
Nagar Yatri Niwas in Jammu 
for the Baltal base camp.

Officials said that the pil-
grimage had already been 
suspended from the Pahal-
gam route to facilitate res-
toration and repair works. 
They said the Baltal route 
was also closed on Friday as 
a precautionary measure in 
view of  continuous rainfall 

since Thursday.
A senior government offi-

cial said that the decision was 
taken to ensure the safety of  
pilgrims. "The Amarnath 
Yatra has been suspended 
for today as a precautionary 
measure following continu-
ous rainfall since yesterday. 
With rainfall continuing in 
the Baltal area, authorities 
have temporarily halted the 
pilgrimage to ensure the 
safety of  pilgrims. Further 
decisions on resumption 
will be taken after reviewing 
weather conditions and the 
overall safety situation," the 
official said.

He said the Yatra would 
resume only after P-06

One Killed, Another 
Injured In Kulgam 
Terror Attack
LG Condemns Terror Attack, Orders 
Intensified Anti-Terror OpS

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: In a fresh act 
of  terror in the Kashmir 
Valley, one non-local worker 
was killed and another sus-
tained injuries after terror-
ists opened fire on them in 
Kellam area of  south Kash-
mir’s Kulgam district on 
Friday evening.

According to officials, 
the terrorists targeted two 
labourers from outside the 
Union Territory, who were 
working in the area. The 
assailants fired indiscrimi-
nately at the workers, leaving 
both critically injured.

Soon after the incident, 
local residents and security 

personnel rushed the injured 
to a nearby hospital for emer-
gency medical treatment. 
However, one of  the workers 
succumbed to his injuries on 
the way to the hospital, offi-
cials confirmed. The identity 
of  the deceased is yet to be 
ascertained.

The injured worker, whose 
condition is stated to be 
stable, has been shifted to the 
Government Medical College 
(GMC) Hospital in Anant-
nag for advanced treatment, 
where doctors are monitor-
ing his condition closely, 
officials told Good Morning 
Kashmir.

Following the attack, secu-
rity forces P-06

Interacts With 
Officers Of Higher 
Command Course-55

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha Friday 
issued a stark warning on 
national security, asserting 
that the armed forces must be 
fully equipped to counter the 
evolving nature of  asymmet-
ric warfare. In a strong state-
ment today, the LG detailed 
the administration's aggressive 
crackdown, stating that 'surgi-
cal firmness' has been applied 
against the terror ecosystem 
and what he termed 'con-
flict entrepreneurs' who are 
attempting to sustain violence 
in the Union Territory.

“The systematic infiltration 
of  terrorist sympathizers into 
government machinery over 
the past 30 years was decisive-
ly dismantled, delivering an 
unambiguous message of  zero 
tolerance to terror and public 
money will no longer sustain 
those quietly subverting the 
nation from within,” Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha 

said while interacting with the 
officers attending Higher Com-
mand Course - 55 at Army War 
College, Mhow.

In his address to the officers 
and faculty members of  Army 
War College at Lok Bhavan, 
the Lieutenant Governor 
highlighted the pressing geo-
political and geo-strategic chal-
lenges of  the present era, along 
with a comprehensive counter-
terrorism strategy anchored 

in a “whole of  government 
approach” aimed at disman-
tling the terror networks.

He said the transformation 
in Jammu Kashmir over past 
6 years, is the result of  a sus-
tained commitment to rebuild-
ing trust, enabling citizens to 
lead lives of  their own choosing 
and restoring the dignity that 
had long been overshadowed 
by instability.  

“I have consistently P-06
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Film submission 
deadline for 1st IFFJK 
extended upto 1st Aug

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The film 
submission deadline for 
1st International Film Fes-
tival of  Jammu and Kash-
mir (IFFJK) 2026 has been 
extended until 1st August, 
2026 11:59 PM, to provide 
filmmakers final oppor-
tunity to register their 
entries for participation 
in the inaugural edition of  
the festival.

The IFFJK, organised by 
the Department of  Infor-
mation and Public Rela-
tions (DIPR),  is scheduled 
to be held from September 
7 to 10, 2026. The festival 
aims to establish Jammu 
& Kashmir as a vibrant 
destination for cinema, 
creativity and cultural 
exchange while providing 
a prestigious platform for 
filmmakers from across 
the world to showcase their 
work.

The Festival is receiv-
ing tremendous response 
with more than 900 entries 
received from around 50 

countries. This  encouraging 
response from both national 
and international filmmak-
ers underscores the grow-
ing confidence in Jammu 
& Kashmir as an emerging 
hub for film production, 
cinematic excellence and 
creative collaboration.

The four-day festival 
will feature screenings of  
selected films, interactive 
sessions, masterclasses, 
panel discussions and cul-
tural engagements, offer-
ing opportunities for film-
makers, industry experts, 
students and cinema lovers 
to exchange ideas and 
explore new avenues of  
collaboration.

The festival also aims 

to  promote the culture 
of  Jammu & Kashmir 
through Cinema, promote 
artistic excellence, cultural 
exchange, and cinematic 
innovation by exhibiting 
and recognising outstand-
ing films from around the 
world.

The DIPR is planning a 
slew of  activities to ensure 
participation from all 
stakeholders.

Pertinent to mention, 
the curtain raiser ceremo-
ny of  the festival was held 
on July 17, 2026, inviting 
filmmakers, artists, pro-
ducers and cinema enthu-
siasts from around the 
world to participate in the 
landmark event.

Govt approves ₹13.75 Cr for 

heritage conservation projects at 

Purmandal, Imambara Zadibal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Govern-
ment of  Jammu & Kashmir 
has approved two major 
heritage conservation proj-
ects worth ₹13.75 crore for 
the restoration and revival 
of  the historic heritage site 
of  Purmandal in Samba 
and the conservation and 
upgradation of  the historic 
Imambara Zadibal in Sri-
nagar. The twin initiatives 
reaffirm the Government’s 
commitment to preserv-
ing Jammu & Kashmir’s 
rich religious, cultural 
and architectural heritage 
while enhancing facilities 
for pilgrims, devotees and 
visitors.

The Government has 
approved a ₹7.16 crore 
project for the restoration 
and revival of  the historic 
heritage site of  Purmandal 
in Samba. The initiative 
aims to preserve the site’s 
unique heritage character 
while improving essential 
infrastructure to enhance 
the experience of  pilgrims 
and tourists visiting the 
revered shrine town.

The Government has 
also sanctioned a ₹6.59 
crore project for the con-
servation and upgradation 
of  the historic Imambara 
Zadibal in Srinagar. The 
project seeks to conserve 
the architectural and 

heritage character of  the 
centuries-old Imambara 
while upgrading essential 
infrastructure to provide 
improved facilities for the 
large number of  devotees 
and visitors who visit 
the revered religious site 
throughout the year.

These projects form 
part of  the Government’s 
sustained efforts to pro-
tect and restore places of  
immense religious, histori-
cal and cultural signifi-
cance across Jammu and 
Kashmir through focused 
investments in heritage 
conservation and infra-
structure development.

The approval of  the 
Purmandal and Imambara 
Zadibal projects follows a 
series of  similar initiatives 
undertaken by the Govern-
ment in recent months. 
Earlier, the Government 
sanctioned a ₹6.38 crore 

project for the development 
of  the revered holy spring 
of  Khoo Sahib at Yarwan in 
Shadimarg, Pulwama. The 
project aims to upgrade 
essential infrastructure 
and improve facilities for 
devotees while preserving 
the site’s religious, cultural 
and historical significance, 
thereby enhancing the 
overall pilgrim experience.

The Government has 
also recently approved 
two major heritage con-
servation projects worth 
₹16.36 crore for the revival 
and restoration of  the 
historic Jamia Masjid 
Sharief  in Shopian and 
the revered Sarvadhar 
Chaumanda Mata Mandir 
in Ramban. These projects 
are designed to protect 
important heritage struc-
tures while strengthening 
amenities for worshippers 
and visitors.

J&K Govt notifies agriculture pause 

periods under VB-GRAM G

SBSP Holds 
Historic 
'Maharally' in New 
Delhi, Showcasing 
National Unity

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: A historic "Mah-
arally" of the Suheldev Bharatiya 
Samaj Party (SBSP) was held at 
Talkatora Stadium in New Delhi 
on Friday, bringing together 
party leaders, office-bearers, and 
workers from across the country 
in a grand show of unity and 
organizational strength.

The Jammu and Kashmir unit 
of the party, led by Vivek Bali, 
actively participated in the Mah-
arally. During the event, the J&K 
delegation received a warm wel-
come from the party's National 
Chief General Secretary, Arvind 
Rajbhar, and National Chief 
Spokesperson, Arun Rajbhar, who 
appreciated the participation of 
the Jammu and Kashmir team.

The Maharally was addressed 
by SBSP National President and 
Cabinet Minister Om Prakash 
Rajbhar, who highlighted the 
party's commitment to social 
justice, inclusive develop-
ment, and the empowerment 
of marginalized communities. 
In his address, he called upon 
party workers to remain united, 
strengthen the organization at 
the grassroots level, and con-
tinue serving the people with 
dedication and sincerity.

The event witnessed the 
participation of party leaders 
and workers from several states 
across the country. Bashir Ahmad 
Shah, Vice President of the SBSP 
Kulgam unit, was also present 
as part of the Jammu and Kash-
mir delegation, reaffirming the 
party's growing presence in the 
Union Territory.

GOVERNMENT OF UNION TERRITORY JAMMU & KASHMIR 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) DIVISION GANDERBAL
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

CIVIL WORKS
e-NIT No. 43/EE/R&B/Divn/Gbl of 2026-27 under Endorsement No.:5210-16 Dated:- 28-07-2026

For and behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, UT of J&K, e-tenders are invited on Percentage Basis from approved and eligible Contractors 
registered with J&K Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

S.No Name of the Work Adv. Cost (Rs. 
ln Lacs)

Cost of  T/Doc. 
(In Rupees}

Earnest Money 
(In Rupees)

Time of 
Completion

Class Of 
Contactor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

01
Development of lotus and Duck Garden at 
Pehllipora Manasbal Resort by way of Barbed 
fencing of State Land (Phase 1st).

Rs.29.13 Lacs Rs.1100/= Rs.58,260/= 60-Days BEE/AAY

Major Head: Capex Budget 2026-27.
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set 
of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as 
per schedule of dates given below:-
1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 28-07-2026
2. Period of Downloading of Bidding Documents 28-07-2026
3. Bid Submission Start Date 28-07-2026 from 04:00 PM
4. Bid Submission End Date 03-08-2026 upto 04:00 PM
5. Date & Time of Opening of Technical Bids (Online) 04-08-2026 at 10:00 AM in the Office of PW(R&B) Division Ganderbal.

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document (as mentioned above) in shape of Treasury Receipt/e-Challan in favour 
of Executive Engineer (R&B) Division Ganderbal. NOTE:- The Date of Treasury Challan and CDR must be between the date of start of 
bid and Bid Submission End date. Any deviation shall render the bidder as Non-Responsive.

2. The Bidders shall upload earnest money equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG at the time of tendering 
pledged in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Ganderbal.

3. The 1st lowest bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of Allotted Cost as performance security in shape of CDR/FDR/BG 
pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Division Ganderbal within 03 days before Fixation of contract and shall be released after com-
pletion of DLP and the 2% EMD shall be released in favour of successful bidder only after the receipt of 5% Performance Security.

4.  Unbalanced Bid:- As per the Circular Instructions of Finance Department Vide No. (Principal Secretary to Government Finance 
Department’s circular issued under endorsement No: FD-Code/441/2021-02-158 Dated:- 08.08.2025), which is reproduced as:-

► Where the bid price is below 10% but not below 20% of the project cost put to bid, the additional performance guarantee/security 
percentage shall be Incremented by 0.1% for every percentage of bid price below 10% of the project cost put to bid starting at 11% 
with the additional bid performance guarantee being 0.1% and this additional performance guarantee percentage shall be applied 
on the bid price.

► Where the bid price is 20% or more below of the project cost put to bid, the additional performance guarantee percentage shall be 
Incremented by 0.2% for every percentage of bid price below 20% of the project cost put to bid in addition to 1% of the bid price 
and this additional performance guarantee percentage shall be applied on the bid price.

► The additional performance guarantee percentage shall be rounded off to the next lower percentage based on whether the decimal 
point of the percentage of bid price is below 0.5% or next higher percentage based on whether the decimal point of the percentage 
of bid price is 0.5% or more.

► The additional performance security shall be treated as part of the performance security.
In case bid of the bidder is unbalanced. The lowest bidder (L-1) has to provide additional performance security, immediately after issuance 
of LOA/LOI. The successful bidder shall submit the additional performance security in shape of CDR/FDR/BG within 03 days after the is-
suance of LOA/LOI and in case of the delay in submission of additional performance security, the tender shall be re-advertised without any 
notice at the cost, risk and responsibility of the L-1 or penalty shall be imposed as per the rules.
5. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on the website www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automati-

cally through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The Bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Website 
in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Ganderbal.

6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical Bids.
34. The tender/bid is liable to rejection if it does not fulfill the requirement as laid in the NIT.
35. All other terms and conditions are as per PWD Form 25 (Double Agreement Form).
No.:5210-16  Sd/-
Dated: 28-07-2026  Executive Engineer 
 PW(R&B) Division Ganderbal

DIPK-3942-26
DT: 31/07/2026

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Government 
has officially notified spe-
cific agricultural “pause 
periods” under the newly 
launched Viksit Bharat–
Guarantee for Rozgar 
and Ajeevika Mission 
(Gramin) (VB-GRAM-G), 
effectively halting public 
works during peak farming 
seasons to prevent labour 
shortages.

 The move comes as the 
Union Territory transi-
tions from the erstwhile 
MGNREGA to the VB-
GRAM-G.

According to the order 
issued by the Secretary, 
Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj Depart-
ment, Mohammad Aijaz 

Asad, the pause schedules 
have been tailored to the 
distinct agro-climatic cal-
endars of  the Kashmir and 
Jammu divisions.

In the Kashmir Division, 
no new works will be com-
menced or executed during 
three key windows: April 
26 to May 10 for Kharif  
sowing; May 25 to June 10 
for Kharif  transplanting 
and Rabi harvesting; and 
September 26 to October 23 
for Kharif  harvesting and 
Rabi sowing.

For the Jammu Divi-
sion, the enforced pause 
will occur from April 15 
to April 29 for Rabi har-
vesting; June 15 to June 
29 for Kharif  sowing and 
transplanting; and Octo-
ber 15 to November 13 for 
Kharif  harvesting and 

Rabi sowing.
The notification, issued 

under Sections 6(2) and 6(3) 
of  the VB-GRAM-G Act, 
strictly bars the initiation or 
execution of  scheme works 
during these windows. How-
ever, a carve-out allows the 
Government to undertake 
specific projects during the 
pause period if  expressly 
permitted by the Govern-
ment of  India under Section 
7 of  the Act on grounds of  
public interest.

This enforcement of  a 
mandatory 60-day agri-
cultural pause is a core 
feature of  the newly noti-
fied Jammu Kashmir 
Viksit Bharat–Guarantee 
for Rozgar and Ajeevika 
Mission (Gramin) Scheme, 
2026, which was formally 
rolled out on July 1st,2026.

The Secretary said that 
the flagship programme 
enhances the guaranteed 
wage employment from 
the previous 100 days to 125 
days annually for every eli-
gible rural household will-
ing to do unskilled manual 
work.

Aijaz Asad said that 
with the agricultural 
pause periods now legally 
defined, we are ensuring 
that our drive for rural 
infrastructure develop-
ment does not come at the 
cost of  farm productivity

“The transition to 125 
days of  work under VB-
GRAM-G, coupled with 
technology-driven plan-
ning, marks a significant 
shift towards the vision of  
Viksit Bharat@2047,” he 
said.

VC JKLCMA reviews progress of 

Lake Conservation initiatives in J&K

FDA takes enforcement 
action against unsafe ghee, 
misbranded frozen meat

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Food 
& Drugs Administration 
(FDA), J&K has initiated 
enforcement action fol-
lowing the declaration of  
four Ghee samples, namely 
Dairy Mohan, Apna Dairy 
Milk, Sahi Taj, and Milk 
Bite, as unsafe by the 
National Food Laboratory, 
Ghaziabad.

Based on the laboratory 
reports, the Designated Offi-
cer, Food Safety, Anantnag, 
seized 1,250 litres of  Ghee 
belonging to the affected 
batch numbers, valued at 
approximately ₹4.88 lakh, 
and issued a Prohibition 
Order under the provisions 
of  the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Act, 2006. The sale and 
distribution of  the affected 
batches have also been pro-
hibited under Section 36(3)
(b) read with Section 18(1)
(f) of  the Food Safety and 
Standards Act, 2006.

Further, Food Safety 
Teams in the Jammu Divi-
sion conducted inspections, 
collected three additional 
samples of  the affected Ghee 
brands, and forwarded them 

to NABL-accredited labora-
tories for analysis of  quality 
and safety parameters.

During the inspections, 
1,277 litres of  Ghee, valued 
at approximately ₹4.97 lakh, 
were seized under the provi-
sions of  the Food Safety and 
Standards Act, 2006, pend-
ing receipt of  laboratory 
analysis reports.

In a separate enforce-
ment action, the Food Safety 
Team, Srinagar, conducted 
inspections of  seven estab-
lishments dealing in meat 
and meat products. During 
the inspection, 2,600 kg 
of  frozen meat, valued at 
approximately ₹5.98 lakh, 
was seized from an estab-
lishment at Bubghair, 
Kawadara, Srinagar, as 
the product was found to 
be misleading due to a mis-
match between the contents 
of  the package and the dec-
larations made on the label, 
in violation of  the labelling 
requirements prescribed 
under the Food Safety and 
Standards Act, 2006 and 
the regulations. The frozen 
meat was also found to be 
stored under unsanitary 
conditions.

ADDC Budgam 
chairs MY Bharat 
District Advisory 
Committee meeting

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Additional District 
Development Commissioner 
(ADDC) Budgam, Vivek Agarwal, 
Friday chaired the meeting of the 
Mera Yuva Bharat (MY Bharat) 
District Advisory Committee at 
the Conference Hall, Budgam, 
to review youth engagement 
initiatives and strengthen coor-
dination among stakeholder 
departments.

The meeting reviewed the 
implementation of various MY 
Bharat programmes aimed at 
promoting youth participation 
in nation-building, volunteerism, 
skill development, leadership, 
and community service. Discus-
sions also focused on enhancing 
outreach, increasing youth regis-
trations, and ensuring active par-
ticipation of educational institu-
tions and line departments in MY 
Bharat activities.

The ADDC stressed the need 
for greater convergence among 
departments to create mean-
ingful opportunities for young 
people and directed the con-
cerned officers to organise regu-
lar awareness and engagement 
programmes across the district.

Sale of unsafe 
‘New Fast Tea’ 
Batch prohibited in 
Pulwama

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: The Food Safety 
Department, Pulwama, has pro-
hibited the sale of a batch of "Dust 
Tea (Premium Instant Mix Tea)" 
marketed under the brand name 
"New Fast Tea" (Batch No. 10) after 
it was declared unsafe for human 
consumption by the National Food 
Laboratory, Ghaziabad.

According to the Designated 
Officer, Food Safety, Pulwama, 
the sample of the tea product 
was procured by the Food Safety 
Officer, Tral, from the market and 
subsequently sent for analysis. The 
laboratory report found the product 
to be unsafe due to the presence 
of water-soluble synthetic colour 
Tartrazine  and Sunset Yellow, ren-
dering it non-compliant with the 
provisions of the Food Safety and 
Standards Act, 2006.

The department stated that 
the consumption of the said 
product may be harmful to 
public health and is liable to pro-
hibition under Regulation 2.3.7 of 
the Food Safety and Standards 
(Prohibition and Restriction on 
Sales) Regulations, 2011.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Vice 
Chairman (VC), Jammu 
& Kashmir Lake Conser-
vation and Management 
Authority (JKLCMA), 
Khurshid Ahmad Shah, 
convened a review meet-
ing Friday to take stock of  
various ongoing activities 
and works being under-
taken by the Authority for 
the conservation, protec-
tion and management of  
water bodies in Jammu & 
Kashmir.

All the officers of  JK 
LCMA participated in the 
meeting.

During the meeting, a 
detailed review of the prog-
ress of  various ongoing 
works and field activities 
was undertaken. The Vice 
Chairman emphasized the 
need for time-bound execu-
tion, effective monitoring 
and regular field inspections 
to ensure that the objectives 
of  lake and waterbody con-
servation are achieved in a 
coordinated and sustainable 
manner.

The meeting also reviewed 
measures being undertaken 
for the protection of  water 
bodies from encroachments, 
illegal constructions, dump-

ing of  solid waste, and dis-
charge of  untreated sewage. 
The concerned officers were 
directed to maintain close 
coordination with the field 
agencies and take prompt 
action wherever violations 
affecting the water bodies 
are noticed.

The progress of  demar-
cation and clearance of  
encroachments, cleaning 
and maintenance of  water 
channels, outlets and other 
associated works was also 
reviewed. The officers 
were directed to intensify 
field-level monitoring and 
ensure that cleared areas 
are protected from re-
encroachment.

Issues relating to the 
19 inlet channels coming 
from hinterlands came up 
for discussion. The Vice 
Chairman stressed the 
importance of  ensuring 
proper functioning and 
maintenance of  the regu-
latory gates installed on 
these inlet channels. It was 
desired that J&K PCC, in 
light of  the directions of  
the Hon’ble High Court, 
shall be approached for 
banning the use of  pesti-
cides/chemicals by farm-
ers along the hinterlands 
and ultimately flowing into 

these inlet channels there-
by deteriorating the water 
quality of  the lake.

The functioning and 
maintenance of  aerators, 
fountains and other lake 
conservation infrastruc-
ture were also reviewed. 
Directions were issued 
for early rectification of  
deficiencies and ensuring 
that such infrastructure 
remains operational and 
is properly maintained.

The Vice Chairman 
further stressed upon the 
officers to ensure regular 
submission of  progress 
reports, proper docu-
mentation of  works and 
close supervision of  proj-
ects at the field level. The 
concerned officers were 
directed to adhere strictly 
to the timelines and submit 
updated status reports on 
the progress of  works.

The Vice Chairman 
reiterated that conserva-
tion of  the water bodies is 
a collective responsibility 
and called for sustained 
efforts, inter-departmen-
tal coordination and strict 
enforcement of  applicable 
provisions to safeguard the 
fragile aquatic ecosystems 
of  Jammu & Kashmir for 
future generations.

40 Trainee Civil Judges visit 
FSL Srinagar for exposure to 
Forensic Science

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A batch of  40 
trainee Civil Judges, accom-
panied by the Secretary, Dis-
trict Legal Services Author-
ity (DLSA), Srinagar, Friday 
visited the Forensic Science 
Laboratory (FSL), Srinagar 
as part of  an exposure pro-
gramme aimed at enhancing 
their understanding of  the 

role of  forensic science in 
the criminal justice system.

The programme com-
menced with an introduc-
tory presentation by Sheikh 
Suhail Ahmad, Scientific 
Officer, Fingerprints Divi-
sion, who briefed the par-
ticipants on the mandate, 
organizational structure, 
scientific capabilities, and 
pivotal role of  FSL Srinagar 
in assisting investigating 
agencies and the judiciary 
through scientific examina-
tion of  evidence.

The participants were 
subsequently taken on a 
guided tour of  the labora-
tory, coordinated by Dr. Rais 
Ahmad, Scientific Officer, 
Narcotics & Chemical Divi-

sion, and Sheikh Suhail 
Ahmad, Scientific Officer, 
Fingerprints Division.

During the visit, the 
trainee judges interacted 
with experts across vari-
ous forensic disciplines and 
were briefed by the respec-
tive Scientific Officers on 
the functioning of their divi-
sions, modern analytical 
techniques, sophisticated 

instrumentation, quality 
assurance practices, and 
the scientific procedures fol-
lowed in the examination of  
forensic exhibits.

Later, Dr. Qazi Danish 
Mushtaq , Deputy Director 
JKFSL Srinagar  interacted 
with the visiting judicial offi-
cers regarding  functioning of  
the District Mobile Forensic 
Units (DMFUs). He highlighted 
the crucial role of  the mobile 
forensic units in providing on-
the-spot scientific assistance at 
crime scenes, ensuring proper 
collection, preservation, and 
documentation of physical evi-
dence, and facilitating timely 
forensic support to investigat-
ing agencies across the Union 
Territory.
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373 Jan Aushadhi 
Kendras operational 
across J&K: Centre
Jammu tops the list with 85, Srinagar has 37

RAJA SYED RATHER

SRINAGAR: A total of  
373 Jan Aushadhi Kend-
ras (JAKs) were opera-
tional across 20 districts 
of  Jammu and Kashmir 
as on June 30, 2026, the 
Centre informed the Lok 
Sabha on Friday.

The figures, were pro-
vided by Union Minister 
of  State for Chemicals 
and Fertilizers Anupri-
ya Patel in reply to an 
unstarred question on 
the number of  operation-
al Pradhan Mantri Bhar-
tiya Janaushadhi Kend-
ras across the country, 
including district-wise 
details.

According to the district-
wise data furnished by the 
government, Jammu has 
the highest number of  Jan 
Aushadhi Kendras in J&K 
at 85, followed by Srinagar 
with 37 and Anantnag with 
34. Budgam and Pulwama 
have 23 each, while Baram-
ulla has 21 and Samba 20.

The data further 
shows that Kulgam has 16 
JAKs, Kathua and Kup-
wara 13 each, Poonch and 
Rajouri 12 each, Udham-
pur 10, Shopian 9, and 
Bandipora, Ganderbal, 
Ramban and Reasi have 
eight each. Doda has 
seven JAKs, while Kisht-
war has six.

At the national level, 
the Centre said 20,149 Jan 
Aushadhi Kendras had 
been opened under the 
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 
Janaushadhi Pariyojana 
till June 30, 2026. During 
the financial year 2025-
26, the scheme recorded 
sales of  Rs 2,252.19 crore, 
resulting in estimated 
savings of  approximately 
Rs 9,000 crore for citizens.

The government said 
district-wise sales data 
is not maintained by the 
Pharmaceuticals and 
Medical Devices Bureau 
of  India (PMBI), the 
implementing agency of  
the scheme.

On expansion, the 
Centre said PMBI has 
partnered with the coop-
erative sector to open 
Jan Aushadhi Kendras 
through Primary Agri-
culture Cooperative 
Credit Societies. As of  

June 30, 2026, 846 such 
centres had been opened 
across the country and 
more than 4,250 PACS had 
received initial approval 
to open JAKs.

To prevent stock-outs, 
the government said 
stocking of  200 com-
monly used medicines 
has been incentivised 
since September 2024. 
It added that an IT-
enabled supply chain 
connects five warehous-
es and 42 distributors, 
while 400 fast-moving 
products are regularly 
monitored to assess 
demand and strengthen 
procurement.

The Centre has set a 
target of  opening 25,000 
Jan Aushadhi Kendras 
by March 2027, with 
the scheme facilitating 
establishment of  centres 
at both block and district 
levels—(KNO)

In 11 years, Centre releases Rs 4,055 
crore for ICDS in J&K: Centre
‘Region received Rs 260 crore in 2014-15; annual release 
rises to Rs 663 crore in 2024-25’

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Centre 
has released Rs 4,055.86 
crore under the Saksham 
Anganwadi and Poshan 
2.0 scheme for Jammu and 
Kashmir during the period 
from 2014-15 to 2024-25, 
with the annual release 
rising from Rs 260.31 crore 
in 2014-15 to Rs 662.79 crore 
in 2024-25.

Union Minister of  State 
for Women and Child 
Development Savitri 
Thakur,  in response to a 
question seeking details 
of  allocation, release and 
utilisation of  funds under 
the Integrated Child Devel-
opment Services (ICDS) 
from 2014 to 2024, along 
with details of  Anganwadi 
Centres and ICDS projects 
said: “Jammu and Kashmir 
received Rs 26,031.19 lakh 
in 2014-15, Rs 27,362.65 lakh 
in 2015-16, Rs 26,732.11 lakh 
in 2016-17 and Rs 19,328.24 
lakh in 2017-18.

The release stood at Rs 
37,406.56 lakh in 2018-19, 
followed by Rs 31,999.86 

lakh in 2019-20 and Rs 
28,902.02 lakh in 2020-21. In 
2021-22, the Centre released 
Rs 40,573.74 lakh.”

The Minister said, 
“During 2022-23, J&K 
received Rs 47,881.91 lakh, 
while the release increased 
to Rs 53,088.35 lakh in 2023-
24 and Rs 66,279.24 lakh in 
2024-25, the highest annual 
release during the period.”

The MP sought details 
of  the allocation, release 
and utilisation of  ICDS 
funds from 2014 to 2024 
on a year-wise and State-
wise basis, besides details 
of  fully funded and opera-
tional Anganwadi Centres 
and ICDS projects and 
the contribution made by 
States above their man-
dated share.

The Ministry, as per 
KNO, said Mission Saksh-
am Anganwadi and Poshan 
2.0 is a Centrally Spon-
sored Scheme, with imple-
mentation falling under 
State Governments and UT 
administrations.

It said the Centre releas-
es grants-in-aid according 

to a prescribed cost-shar-
ing ratio. For North-East-
ern and Himalayan States, 
including Jammu and 
Kashmir, the Centre-State 
sharing ratio under the 
specified Anganwadi Ser-
vices components is 90:10.

The Ministry further said 
the year-wise State/UT-wise 
number of  Anganwadi Cen-
tres and projects under Mis-
sion Saksham Anganwadi 
and Poshan 2.0 is available 
on the Poshan Tracker 
public dashboard, while the 
fund-release details from 
2014-15 to 2024-25 have been 
provided in the annexure.

It said, “Jammu and 
Kashmir received Rs 260.31 
crore in 2014-15, Rs 273.63 
crore in 2015-16, Rs 267.32 
crore in 2016-17, Rs 193.28 
crore in 2017-18, Rs 374.07 
crore in 2018-19, Rs 320 crore 
in 2019-20, Rs 289.02 crore in 
2020-21, Rs 405.74 crore in 
2021-22, Rs 478.82 crore in 
2022-23, Rs 530.88 crore in 
2023-24 and Rs 662.79 crore 
in 2024-25 under the Saksh-
am Anganwadi and Poshan 
2.0 scheme.”—(KNO)

Ladakh holds buyer-seller meet in Srinagar to 
ensure better returns for Pashmina herders

Dy CM reviews industrial development, 

restoration works in Kathua

Javed Rana reviews Jal Shakti 
works in Zadibal constituency

Emphasizes quality work execution, 
timely resolution of issues

Rana calls for revival of willow cultivation to sustain Kashmir’s cricket bat industry

Highway likely to 
be restored for 
two-way traffic by 
11 pm, says NHAI

UMAISAR GULL

UDHAMPUR: The National 
Highways Authority of India 
(NHAI) on Friday said restoration 
work on the Jammu-Srinagar 
National Highway was delayed 
due to inclement weather and 
the fall of two massive boulders 
at Dewal in Udhampur district.

Shubham Yadav, NHAI Project 
Director, said that the boulders 
struck the highway, making their 
removal time-consuming and 
affecting the restoration work.

"The highway is expected to 
be restored to a two-lane surface 
by around 11 pm today (Friday). 
We have deployed 10 machines 
at the site, and work is going on 
at full pace," he said.

Yadav said authorities had 
declared Friday a "traffic dry 
day" to facilitate debris clear-
ance and widening work at the 
Dewal Bridge stretch, which had 
become a major bottleneck.

"Although two-lane traffic 
was being maintained earlier, the 
road surface had deteriorated and 
become uneven, affecting the 
smooth movement of vehicles. 
The widening work is aimed at 
improving the surface and increas-
ing the traffic carrying capacity to 
prevent congestion," he said.

Yadav added that maximum 
resources have been deployed 
at the site and the restoration 
work is being carried out on a war 
footing. "We are hopeful that the 
widening work will be completed 
by this evening, ensuring smooth 
movement of both Amarnath 
Yatra convoys and normal traf-
fic," he said—(KNO)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  The Cooper-
atives Department, Union 
Territory of  Ladakh, in 
collaboration with the All 
Changthang Pashmina 
Growers Cooperative Soci-
ety Ltd. and J&K Bank, 
organized a Buyer–Seller 
Meet today at the DIPR 
Auditorium, Srinagar.

The programme aimed 
to establish direct inter-
action between Ladakh 
Pashmina herders and 
leading buyers, export-
ers, traders and business 
organizations, ensuring 
better price realization for 
the actual Pashmina herd-
ers, eliminating unneces-
sary intermediaries, and 
strengthening sustainable 
market linkages through 
the cooperative movement.

The programme was 
graced by Nitish Rajora 
, IAS, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Changthang, as the 
Chief  Guest. He highlight-
ed the unique geographical 
landscape of  Changthang, 
which is home to nearly 
1.84 lakh Changra goats.

Among those present 
were Mr. Thinles, Secretary, 
All Changthang Pashmina 
Growers Cooperative Soci-
ety Ltd.; representatives of  
J&K Bank, the Cooperatives 
Department, the District 
Administration, Changth-
ang; besides members of  
cooperative societies, arti-
sans, weavers, and media 
representatives.

The event witnessed the 
participation of  more than 
100 buyers, exporters, trad-
ers, entrepreneurs, and 
representatives of  leading 
business organizations 
from Jammu & Kashmir 
and other parts of  the 
country. The meet provid-
ed a valuable platform for 
direct business interaction 
between Pashmina grow-
ers and prospective buyers, 
enabling discussions on 
quality, pricing, long-term 
procurement, and market 
requirements.

Prominent participants 
included Mr. A.P. Vicky 
Shaw, Chairman, PHD 
Chamber of  Commerce & 
Industry (PHDCCI), Kash-
mir; Mr. Iqram Ali Shafiee, 
Chairman, Confederation of  
Indian Industry (CII), J&K; 
Mr. Javed Ahmad Tenga, 
President, Kashmir Cham-
ber of  Commerce & Indus-
try (KCCI); Mr. Mubashir 
Ahmad, President, Kashmir 
Pashmina Welfare Trust; 
Mr. Mohd. Rafiq Sofi, Presi-
dent, Tahafuz Society; and 
Mr. Muzaffar, Zonal Head, 

Srinagar, J&K Bank, who 
interacted with the coopera-
tive members and explored 
avenues for long-term col-
laboration.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Shri Nitish Rajora, 
IAS, highlighted the global 
recognition of  Ladakh 
Pashmina for its exception-
al quality and emphasized 
that cooperative societies 
play a vital role in empow-
ering nomadic herders by 
improving market access, 
ensuring fair remunera-
tion, and preserving the 
authenticity of  Ladakh 
Pashmina. He reiterated 
the commitment of  the UT 
Administration towards 
strengthening the coopera-
tive movement and creat-
ing sustainable livelihood 
opportunities for Pashmi-
na-growing communities.

During the programme, 
members of  the All 
Changthang Pashmina 
Growers Cooperative Soci-
ety Ltd. showcased authen-
tic Ladakh Pashmina and 
value-added products 
before buyers, exporters, 

and traders. The interac-
tion enabled buyers to 
directly understand the 
production process, quality 
standards, and the unique 
characteristics of  Ladakh 
Pashmina, while allow-
ing herders to understand 
market expectations.

It was informed during 
the meet that a dedicated 
digital platform/mobile 
application for Pashmina 
growers, artisans, and 
cooperative members 
will be developed in the 
coming days. The proposed 
platform is expected to 
strengthen the cooperative 
ecosystem by facilitating 
digital payments, improv-
ing access to government 
schemes, providing market 
information, and creating 
direct linkages between 
producers and buyers.

An interactive open 
session followed, during 
which buyers, exporters, 
industry representatives, 
and cooperative members 
exchanged views on qual-
ity assurance, branding, 
GI certification, value addi-
tion, digital marketing, and 
expanding domestic as well 
as international market 
opportunities for Ladakh 
Pashmina.

The programme con-
cluded with a Vote of  
Thanks by Deputy Regis-
trar Cooperatives, Sachin 
Bali, who thanked all the 
participants and stake-
holders for making the 
event a grand success.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology 
& Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed 
Rana Friday chaired a 
review meeting to assess 
the progress of  various 
Jal Shakti sector works 
in Zadibal constituency. 
He directed the concerned 
officers to ensure their 

timely completion and 
effective implementation.

The meeting, held at the 
Civil Secretariat Srinagar, 
was attended by MLA 
Zadibal, Tanvir Sadiq; 
Chief  Engineer, Jal Shakti, 
Kashmir along with other 
senior officers.

During the meeting, the 
Minister reviewed the prog-
ress of  ongoing drinking 
water supply and allied infra-
structure works in the con-
stituency. He also took stock 
of  the issues and demands 
projected by the MLA.

Rana directed the con-
cerned officers to accord 

top priority to the issues 
raised by the MLA and 
ensure their resolution in 
a time-bound manner.

The Minister stressed 
that projects nearing com-
pletion should be expedited 
so that they are commis-
sioned and made operation-
al without delay, enabling 
the people to avail the 
intended benefits at the ear-
liest. He further directed the 

officers to resolve all bottle 
necks affecting the progress 
of  ongoing works to ensure 
that no development project 
suffers avoidable delays.

The Minister under-
scored the importance of  
close coordination among 
all stakeholder departments 
for effective implementa-
tion of  developmental proj-
ects. He also directed the 
officers to make judicious 
use of  available resources, 
ensure optimum utilisa-
tion of  funds under various 
schemes and maintain the 
highest standards of quality 
in execution of  works.

GMK NEWS NEWORK

KATHUA:  De puty 
Chief  Minister Surinder 
Choudhary Friday vis-
ited Bhagthali Industrial 
Estate in Kathua district 
to inspect the progress of  
infrastructure develop-
ment and flood protection 
works being executed in 
the area.

During the inspection, 
the Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter took serious note of  
the delay in execution of  
development works worth 
around ₹60 crore being 
undertaken by IRCON, 
including creation of  
industrial infrastructure, 
civic amenities and flood 
protection measures.

Expressing concern 
over the delay, he directed 
the concerned authorities 
to issue notices to the exe-
cuting agency for failing 
to adhere to the original 
completion timelines fixed 
for 2025. He also called for 
third-party scrutiny of  the 
works executed so far and 
fixed October 2026 as the 
deadline for completion of  
all pending works.

The Deputy Chief  
Minister also visited M/s 
Kanadhari Beverages, M/s 
Chiripal Poly Films Lim-
ited at Bhagthali Industrial 
Estate. He  reviewed their 
operations and interacted 
with the management 
of  the industrial units to 
obtain feedback on infra-
structure, industrial facili-
tation and other issues.

Reviewing the local 
employment scenario, the 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
called upon the industrial 
units to provide greater 
employment opportunities 

to local youth through skill 
development and place-
ment camps. He stressed 
the need to involve local 
elected representatives 
while identifying skilled 
and unskilled manpower 
requirements so that 
employment opportunities 
reach deserving candidates 
in the area.

Later, Surinder Choud-
hary chaired a comprehen-
sive review meeting on the 
functioning of  industrial 
estates and progress of  vari-
ous development and resto-
ration works in the district.

During the meeting, 
it was informed that 14 
industrial estates are being 
established across Kathua 
district.

Reviewing the status 
of  roads damaged due to 
recent rains and floods, 
the Deputy Chief  Minister 
was informed that out of  48 
affected PWD roads, tem-
porary connectivity has 
been restored on 46 roads, 
including the Old Kathua-
Samba Road. He directed 
the Executive Engineers to 
ensure restoration of  con-
nectivity on all remaining 
roads without delay and 
submit proposals for perma-
nent restoration on priority.

While reviewing the res-
toration works under the 
Irrigation and Flood Con-

trol Department, it was 
informed that 11 out of  15 
restoration works have 
been completed while work 
on the remaining projects 
is in progress.

The Deputy Chief  Min-
ister directed the Deputy 
Commissioner Kathua 
to regularly review the 
functioning of  industrial 
estates and submit a com-
prehensive report to the 
Government highlighting 
issues requiring interven-
tion for improving indus-
trial infrastructure and 
investor facilitation. He 
emphasized close coordi-
nation among the indus-
trial associations and other 
stakeholders for effective 
resolution of  issues.

He further instructed 
the officers of  the Pollu-
tion Control Committee, 
Mining and Forest Depart-
ments to ensure strict 
enforcement of  all statu-
tory regulations.

Regarding the issue of  
mining, Surinder Choud-
hary observed that the 
course of  the River Ravi 
requires scientific correc-
tion by undertaking regu-
lated lifting of  material 
from identified pockets to 
streamline the natural flow 
of  the river and minimise 
the risk of  erosion during 
heavy rains and floods.

No shortage of fertilisers in J&K: Nadda in Parliament
RAJA SYED RATHER

SRINAGAR: The Centre 
on Friday said there is 
no shortage of  fertilisers, 
including Urea, DAP, MOP 
and NPKS, in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Responding to a starred 
question raised by Congress 
MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
in the Lok Sabha regarding 
shortage of  fertilisers, par-
ticularly DAP, Union Minis-
ter for Chemicals and Fertil-
izers Jagat Prakash Nadda,  
said the government assess-
es state-wise and month-
wise requirements before 
every cropping season and 
supplies fertilisers through 
monthly supply plans.

He said that in Jammu 
and Kashmir during 2025-
26, the requirement of  Urea 
was 1.46 lakh metric tonnes 

(LMT), against availability 
of  2.24 LMT and DBT sales 
of  1.60 LMT. The require-
ment of  DAP stood at 0.46 
LMT against availability of  
0.61 LMT and sales of  0.43 
LMT, while MOP availabil-
ity was 0.35 LMT against a 
requirement of  0.21 LMT.

In 2024-25, J&K had a Urea 
requirement of  1.48 LMT 
against availability of  2.05 
LMT and sales of  1.36 LMT. 
DAP requirement was 0.49 
LMT against availability of  
0.58 LMT and sales of  0.43 
LMT, while MOP availabil-
ity stood at 0.26 LMT against 
a requirement of  0.22 LMT.

The Minister said any 
gap between domestic pro-
duction and demand is met 
through imports, while 
fertiliser movement across 
the country is monitored 
through the Integrated Fer-

tilizer Management System. 
State governments are also 
advised to coordinate with 
manufacturers and import-
ers to streamline supplies.

At the national level, during 
Kharif  2026 up to July 27, avail-
ability stood at 174.47 LMT 
for Urea against a pro-rata 
requirement of  120.16 LMT, 
42.36 LMT for DAP against 
34.67 LMT requirement, 14.21 
LMT for MOP against 10.97 
LMT requirement and 88.01 
LMT for NPKS against 52.89 
LMT requirement.

The Centre also said 
it has taken measures to 
increase domestic produc-
tion, including establish-
ment of  six new Urea units 
and approval of  additional 
projects, with indigenous 
Urea production capac-
ity rising to 269.42 LMT per 
annum—(KNO)
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SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology 
& Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed 
Rana, Friday directed the 
concerned departments 
to launch a coordinated 
drive to revive  willow cul-
tivation across Kashmir 
and expand plantations 
to ensure a sustainable 
supply of  quality timber 
for the cricket bat industry.

The directions were 
issued during a high-level 
review meeting convened 
to deliberate upon the 
challenges confronting the 
willow sector and to formu-
late a long-term roadmap 
for its revival and growth.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Principal Chief  Con-
servator of  Forests, J&K, 
Sarvesh Rai; Chief  Conser-
vator of  Forests, Kashmir, 
Irfan Rasool Wani besides 
senior officers of  the Forest 
Department and other con-
cerned departments.

Addressing the meeting, 
the Minister observed that 
Kashmir occupies a unique 

position as the country's 
only source of  the spe-
cialised willow wood used 
for manufacturing cricket 
bats, making the region the 
national hub of  the cricket 
bat industry. He said that 
hundreds of  manufactur-
ing units, predominantly 
located in south Kashmir's 
Anantnag district, provide 
direct and indirect employ-
ment to thousands of  
people engaged in willow 
cultivation, timber trade 
and bat manufacturing.

Rana expressed concern 
over the declining avail-
ability of  quality willow 
timber, describing it as one 
of  the biggest challenges 

confronting the cricket 
bat industry. He attrib-
uted the shortage to the 
indiscriminate felling of  
mature willow trees with-
out adequate replantation, 
resulting in uncertainty in 
raw material supply and 
increased production costs 
for local manufacturers.

“The declining avail-
ability of  willow timber is a 
matter of  serious concern. 
Expansion of  plantations, 
introduction of  improved 
willow clones and systematic 
replantation must become a 
priority so that the industry 
continues to flourish without 
facing any shortages of  raw 
material,” Rana asserted.

The Minister also noted 
that the area under willow 
plantations has witnessed a 
steady decline, particularly 
on private lands, owing to 
changing land-use patterns. 
He stressed that unless 
timely corrective measures 
are taken, the long-term sus-
tainability of  the industry 
could be adversely affected.

He called upon the 
Forest Department to 
identify suitable low-lying 
and marshy areas across 
the Valley for expanding 
willow plantations, in coor-
dination with the Deputy 
Commissioners.

It was decided that the 
State Forest Research Insti-
tute (SFRI) will introduce 
improved willow species 
and clones and ensure the 
availability of  quality plant-
ing material to enhance pro-
ductivity and sustainability.

"Our objective is to build 
a self-sustaining willow 
cultivation ecosystem 
through scientific man-
agement, quality planting 
material, identification of  
new plantation areas and 
greater farmer participa-

tion. This will secure live-
lihoods while preserving 
Kashmir's unique position 
as the country's cricket 
bat manufacturing hub," 
asserted the Minister.

The Agriculture Depart-
ment was directed to iden-
tify the departmental farms 
and research blocks for rais-
ing quality willow planting 
material to support large-
scale plantation drives.

The meeting also delib-
erated upon scientific 
management and expan-
sion of  government willow 
plantations, timely dis-
posal of  mature and over-
mature trees to augment 
raw material availability, 
streamlining of  the permis-
sion system for felling and 
transportation of  willow 
timber, branding and 
Geographical Indication 
(GI) tagging for Kashmir 
willow bats. Emphasis was 
also laid on stronger coor-
dination among the Forest, 
Agriculture, Industries & 
Commerce, MSME and 
allied departments to pre-
pare a long-term roadmap 
for the sector.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.
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Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 

Broadcasting

Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

     NH-44

A Lifeline Deserves 
Permanent Solutions

W
henever heavy rain lashes Jammu 
and Kashmir, the story unfolds 
with painful predictability: strand-
ed travelers, anxious families, 
delayed essential supplies, and 

businesses brought to a grinding halt. The latest 
closure of the Jammu-Srinagar National Highway 
(NH-44) is just the newest chapter in an all-too-
familiar saga. Holding traffic back when landslides 
and shooting stones menace the highway is, with-
out question, the right call. No journey is worth a 
life, and safety must always trump convenience. 
But as we watch road crews heroically clear debris 
in hazardous conditions, workers who deserve far 
more appreciation than they usually get—we have 
to ask ourselves: why are we stuck in this endless 
cycle? NH-44 isn’t just a stretch of asphalt; it is 
the Kashmir Valley’s primary artery. It carries food, 
medicine, fuel, trade, tourists, and daily life. When 
it shuts down, the ripple effects touch every home 
and marketplace in the region.
Yet year after year, our approach remains purely 
reactive. We wait for the mountain to fall, patch 
up the road, and wait for the next storm. Emer-
gency responses are no longer enough. NH-44 
needs long-term resilience: Scientific Slope Sta-
bilization: Modern engineering techniques must 
replace quick structural band-aids on fragile 
mountain faces. Overhauled Drainage Systems: 
Proper water runoff management is critical to 
preventing soil saturation and sudden collapses.
Early-Warning Systems: Advanced monitoring 
technology can detect slope movement before it 
turns catastrophic. Equally critical during these 
crises is clear communication. The administra-
tion must provide timely, accurate updates so 
commuters aren't left in the dark, and travelers 
need to rely on verified channels rather than 
feeding the rumor mill on social media, where 
misinformation can cause as much panic as the 
landslides themselves.
Investing in permanent infrastructure fixes today 
will save lives, preserve the economy, and spare 
thousands of families the anxiety of being cut 
off from the rest of the country. Reopening a 
highway a few hours late is a minor inconve-
nience; reopening it unsafely is a tragedy wait-
ing to happen. The recurring collapse of NH-44 
shouldn't just be passed off as a weather update. 
It needs to be a wake-up call. Until we stop treat-
ing Jammu and Kashmir’s most vital highway 
with temporary fixes, the Valley will remain at 
the mercy of every passing storm.

Why Reading Matters Now More Than Ever
ABROO MUSHTAQ

B
ooks are one of  the greatest gifts 
to humanity. They are our most 
faithful companions because 
they never leave us alone and 
always guide us with knowledge, 

wisdom, and inspiration. From ancient 
times to the modern digital age, books have 
played a vital role in shaping civilizations, 
spreading ideas, and preserving history. 
They introduce us to different cultures, 
traditions, discoveries, and experiences 
that help us understand the world in a better 
way. Even though technology has changed 
the way we learn, books continue to hold 
a special place in our lives because the 
knowledge they provide is timeless.

Reading books is one of  the best habits a 
person can develop. It is a habit that benefits 
us throughout our lives. Every book we read 
adds something valuable to our knowledge 
and personality. Books help us explore 
places we have never visited, meet people 
we have never known, and understand ideas 
we may never have imagined. They expand 
our thinking, improve our creativity, and 
encourage us to look at life from different 
perspectives.

Books are like silent teachers who 
patiently guide us without expecting 
anything in return. They teach us lessons 
that cannot always be learned in classrooms. 
History books help us understand the past 
and learn from the achievements and 
mistakes of  previous generations. Science 
books explain the wonders of  nature and the 
universe. Geography books introduce us to 
different countries and cultures. Literature 
teaches us about emotions, relationships, 
and the beauty of  language. Every type of  
book has something meaningful to offer.

One of  the greatest advantages of  reading 
is that it improves our language and 
communication skills. Reading regularly 
increases our vocabulary, strengthens our 
grammar, and improves our writing style. It 
helps us express our thoughts more clearly 
and confidently. Students who develop the 
habit of  reading usually perform better in 
school because they understand lessons 
more easily, write better answers, and 
remember information for a longer time. 
Reading also develops logical thinking and 
helps us solve problems more effectively.

Books are also beneficial for our mental 
and emotional well-being. In today's fast-
paced world, many people experience stress, 
anxiety, and mental pressure. Reading a good 
book provides peace of  mind and allows us 
to relax. It gives our minds a healthy break 
from excessive screen time and social media. 
A few minutes of  reading every day can 
improve concentration, reduce stress, and 
develop patience. It trains our minds to focus 
deeply, a skill that is becoming increasingly 
valuable in today's digital world.

Another important benefit of  reading is 

that it builds imagination and creativity. 
Storybooks and novels allow readers to 
create pictures in their minds, making the 
reading experience unique and enjoyable. 
This imagination helps students become 
more creative in writing, problem-solving, 
and innovation. Many great inventors, 
artists, scientists, and writers developed 
their creativity through reading books from 
an early age.

Books also shape our character and 
moral values. Through inspiring stories and 
real-life examples, they teach us honesty, 
kindness, courage, discipline, responsibility, 
and respect. We learn how successful people 
overcame failures through determination 
and hard work. Biographies of  great 
personalities such as scientists, leaders, 
freedom fighters, and social reformers 
motivate us to work hard and never lose 
hope during difficult times. These lessons 
remain with us throughout our lives and 
help us become better human beings.

Reading also develops empathy and 
emotional intelligence. When we read 
about the struggles, happiness, and 
experiences of  different people, we begin 
to understand their feelings. This helps us 
become more compassionate, patient, and 
respectful toward others. Books remind 
us that every person has a unique story, 
and understanding those stories makes us 
kinder and wiser.

In today's digital age, many young people 
spend a large part of  their time watching 
short videos, scrolling through social 
media, or playing online games. Although 
technology offers many benefits, excessive 
screen time can reduce our attention span 
and distract us from meaningful learning. 
Technology should support education, not 
replace the habit of  reading. Whether we 
read printed books, e-books, or audiobooks, 
the important thing is to continue learning 

every day. A balanced use of  technology 
and reading creates the best learning 
environment.

Parents and teachers play a significant 
role in developing the habit of  reading 
among children. When children see adults 
reading books, they naturally become 
interested in reading themselves. Parents 
should read stories to young children and 
encourage them to ask questions. Teachers 
should introduce students to interesting 
books beyond their school textbooks. 
Schools should maintain well-stocked 
libraries where students can discover 
books according to their interests. Reading 
competitions, storytelling sessions, book fairs, 
and literary clubs can further encourage 
students to become lifelong readers.

Reading books also contributes to national 
development. An educated society is built on 
knowledgeable citizens who think wisely 
and make responsible decisions. Books 
spread awareness about health, science, 
environmental protection, social justice, 
and civic responsibilities. They encourage 
innovation, research, and critical thinking, 
which are essential for the progress of  any 
nation. Every reader becomes a source of  
positive change in society.

Many of  the world's greatest personalities 
were passionate readers. Scientists, writers, 
leaders, entrepreneurs, and philosophers 
have often credited books for shaping their 
ideas and achievements. Their success 
reminds us that reading is not merely a 
hobby but a lifelong investment in knowledge 
and self-improvement. Every page we read 
strengthens our mind and prepares us for 
future opportunities.

As the famous writer George R. R. Martin 
wisely said, "A reader lives a thousand 
lives before he dies. The man who never 
reads lives only one." This beautiful quote 
reminds us that books allow us to experience 

countless adventures, cultures, and ideas 
without leaving our homes. Reading opens 
doors to endless possibilities and enriches 
our understanding of  life.

Dr. Seuss also beautifully expressed the 
importance of  reading by saying, "The 
more that you read, the more things you 
will know. The more that you learn, the more 
places you'll go." This quote teaches us that 
knowledge gained through reading creates 
opportunities, builds confidence, and helps 
us achieve success in every field of  life.

Every student should dedicate at least 
twenty to thirty minutes each day to 
reading. It is not necessary to read only 
school textbooks. Newspapers improve 
general knowledge, magazines provide 
current information, novels improve 
imagination, biographies inspire us, and 
self-improvement books teach valuable life 
skills. Every type of  reading contributes to 
our intellectual and personal growth.

Reading is not only about gaining 
information; it is also about developing 
wisdom. Knowledge tells us what is right, 
while wisdom teaches us how to apply that 
knowledge in real life. Books encourage 
us to think independently, ask meaningful 
questions, and continue learning throughout 
our lives. They help us become confident, 
responsible, and thoughtful individuals.

In conclusion, books are our greatest 
companions, teachers, and guides. They 
never expect anything from us, yet they 
generously give us knowledge, wisdom, 
confidence, and inspiration. A person who 
develops the habit of  reading never stops 
growing because every book offers a new 
lesson and a fresh perspective. Reading 
strengthens our minds, enriches our hearts, 
and prepares us to face life's challenges with 
courage and intelligence. If  we truly wish 
to build a brighter future for ourselves 
and society, we must make reading an 
inseparable part of  our daily lives.

Let us promise ourselves to read every day, 
inspire others to do the same, and spread the 
light of  knowledge through books. A single 
book can change one person's life, and one 
educated person can change the world.

As a writer and author, I firmly believe 
that books possess the extraordinary 
power to transform lives. They inspire us 
to dream beyond our limits, think with 
greater depth, and become kinder, wiser, and 
more responsible human beings. Through 
this article, I sincerely hope to encourage 
every reader, especially young students, to 
cultivate the lifelong habit of  reading. Even 
a few minutes spent with a meaningful 
book each day can create a lasting impact 
on our knowledge, character, confidence, 
and future. Let us open a book today and 
discover the endless opportunities, wisdom, 
and inspiration that reading brings.

The author can be mailed at 
abroomushtaqwani@gmail.com

CULTURE OF PROTEST

Rights Must Be Matched By Responsibility
LALIT GARGG

I
ndia's democracy is not 
merely an electoral system; 
it is a vibrant framework 
of  dialogue, dissent, and 
constitutional values. 

Within this democratic order, 
every citizen has the right to 
express their views and present 
their demands peacefully. The 
Constitution guarantees freedom 
of  expression and the right to 
peaceful assembly. However, these 
rights can never be construed as a 
license for violence, lawlessness, 
destruction of  public property, or 
attacks on security personnel. The 
greatest strength of  democracy 
lies in its ability to accommodate 
dissent with dignity, but dissent, 
too, carries its own limits and 
responsibilities.

In recent years, certain protests 
have raised a serious question: 
can democratic rights be invoked 
to justify challenging the rule 
of  law and public order? If  a 
demonstration involves breaking 
police barricades, assaulting law 
enforcement personnel, damaging 
public property, or attempting 
to forcibly march towards the 
nation's highest democratic 
institution—the Parliament—it 
is unreasonable to expect the 
government and security agencies 
to remain passive spectators. The 
State's foremost responsibility is to 
safeguard its citizens and protect 
constitutional institutions.

The Supreme Court's refusal 
to impose a complete ban on the 
use of  pellet guns, while observing 
that they may be employed under 
exceptional circumstances, 
reflects this balanced approach. 
The Court did not endorse the 
unrestricted use of  force; rather, 
it acknowledged that the State 
must retain the necessary means 
to maintain law and order. If  every 
effective tool is taken away from 
security forces, how can they 
control violent mobs? This is a 
question that concerns not only 

the government but society as a 
whole.

This, however, does not imply 
that the police or security agencies 
should be vested with unlimited 
powers. In a democracy, every 
action of  the State is subject 
to judicial scrutiny and public 
accountability. If  force has 
been used excessively in any 
instance, there must be an 
impartial investigation, and 
those responsible should be held 
accountable. Such inquiries, 
however, must be based on facts 
rather than preconceived notions. 
Just as the grievances and 
suffering of  protesters deserve to 
be heard, the injuries sustained 
by police officers and security 
personnel also merit equal 
attention and seriousness.

Today, there is an urgent need 
to reassess the culture of protest in 
India. During the freedom struggle, 
Mahatma Gandhi established the 
tradition of  Satyagraha, where 
moral courage was the greatest 
weapon. Satyagraha embodied 
resistance without hatred, struggle 
without violence, determination 
without disorder, and conviction 
without chaos. Regrettably, some 
contemporary protests have replaced 
dialogue with confrontation, restraint 
with aggression, and reason with 
the power of the crowd. This is not 
a healthy trend for a democratic 
society.

The younger generation 
must understand that lasting 
democratic change is not 
achieved by throwing stones on 
the streets but through ideas, 
organization, public awareness, 
and constitutional processes. If  
every disagreement is allowed 
to escalate into violence, it is the 
youth—on whose behalf  many 
movements claim to speak—who 
will ultimately suffer the most. 
Democracy is sustained not by 
emotions alone, but by discipline, 
responsibility, and respect for 
constitutional values.

Even if  one assumes that 

anti-social or violent elements 
infiltrated a protest organized by 
a political party or its supporters 
and attempted to steer it towards 
anarchy, the government's primary 
duty remains the protection of  
law and order, constitutional 
institutions, and the safety of  
ordinary citizens. Administrative 
intervention undertaken in a timely 
manner—even if  it results in some 
unfortunate incidents—may be 
viewed in the broader context of  
preventing widespread disorder and 
protecting national institutions from 
potential harm. At the same time, it 
is equally expected in a democratic 
system that the Opposition, while 
representing public sentiment, 
should unequivocally distance 
itself  from violence and vandalism, 
drawing a clear distinction between 
supporting legitimate demands 
and condemning unlawful acts. 
Democracy is strengthened only 
when the government upholds the 
rule of  law, the Opposition acts 
responsibly, and public protests 
remain firmly within constitutional 
and peaceful boundaries.

Political parties, too, bear a 
vital responsibility in this regard. 
Every political organization has 
an obligation to channel public 
sentiment in a constructive 
direction. If  any party or its 
supporters encourage violence, 
vandalism, or the taking of  law into 

their own hands during protests, 
its democratic credibility naturally 
comes under question. The role 
of  the Opposition is not merely to 
oppose the government but also to 
present constructive alternatives. 
When mass movements are 
exploited solely for political gain by 
any side, it is democracy itself  that 
ultimately suffers. Governments, 
for their part, must also engage 
in introspection regarding the 
circumstances that give rise to 
public anger. The doors to dialogue 
should always remain open. 
Transparent decision-making, 
timely communication, and effective 
grievance redressal mechanisms 
can prevent many protests from 
escalating into confrontation. 
Democratic governance is not 
simply about enforcing laws; it is 
equally about earning the trust and 
confidence of  the people.

Looking ahead, certain guiding 
principles should be firmly 
established. Every large-scale protest 
should require prior permission, 
adherence to designated routes, 
and clearly defined accountability 
on the part of organizers. Adequate 
measures must be taken to protect 
public property, ensure the prompt 
identification of those responsible 
for violence, and guarantee impartial 
legal action against offenders. 
Simultaneously, police forces should 
receive continuous training in modern 

crowd-management techniques 
based on scientific methods and the 
principle of  minimum necessary 
force. Such measures would help 
achieve a more effective balance 
between protecting civil liberties 
and maintaining public order. The 
true beauty of democracy does not 
lie in the loudness of slogans but in 
the depth and sincerity of dialogue. 
Parliament is the supreme institution 
representing the aspirations of the 
people. Every citizen and every group 
has the right to have their voice heard 
by Parliament. However, attempting 
to coerce or besiege Parliament 
undermines democratic traditions. In 
a democracy, the will of the people to 
be expressed through constitutional 
processes is supreme—not the rule 
of the mob.

Today, as India advances 
not only as the world's largest 
democracy but also as an aspiring 
global leader, it must cultivate 
a culture of  protest that serves 
as an example for the world. 
Our movements should become 
instruments for improving the 
system, not dismantling it. Our 
demonstrations should strengthen 
democratic consciousness rather 
than deepen divisions. Ultimately, 
we must remember that rights and 
duties are two sides of  the same 
coin. Rights can be meaningfully 
protected only when duties are 
discharged with equal sincerity. 
If  protests remain within the 
framework of  constitutional 
values and peaceful conduct, 
governments, too, will become 
more accountable, and democracy 
will emerge stronger. India needs 
movements that inspire reform 
rather than disruption; that 
teach young people responsibility 
instead of  extremism; and that 
place the national interest above 
partisan considerations, thereby 
paving the way for a more mature, 
disciplined, inclusive, and people-
centric democracy.

The author can be mailed at 
lalitgarg11@gmail.com
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       3Rd Chinar Book Festival

Turning Pages Towards Brighter Tomorrow

Shadow Effect: Why Appreciation Follows Integrity

SHOIAB MOHMMAD BHAT

B
etween 18 and 26 July 
2026, the Sher-i-Kashmir 
International Convention 
Centre (SKICC) in Srinagar 
hosted thousands of  read-

ers, authors, teachers, students and 
publishers at the 3rd Chinar Book 
Festival. In the last three years, this 
festival has become one of  the biggest 
literary events of  Jammu and Kashmir, 
representing the growing love of  books 
and knowledge of  the people of  Jammu 
and Kashmir. The book fair saw the 
presence of  people from all walks of  
life with an equal passion for reading 
and learning.

People browsing the aisles came 
across books on literature, history, 
science, technology, philosophy, reli-
gion, children's books and competitive 
examinations, among others. Students 
looked for books on topics they were 
interested in, teachers recommended 
good books, parents acquainted chil-
dren with the pleasures of  reading and 
the passionate reader discovered new 
authors.

Books continue to link the genera-
tions together. Be it a kid with a story-
book, a college student with research 
material, or an old man reading his 
favourite classic, they all enjoy the 
same experience of  discovering some 
meaning. The Chinar Book Festival 
made use of  such an opportunity and 
created an environment in which learn-
ing was made enjoyable and accessible 
to all.

This festival also provided opportu-
nities for discussions that otherwise 
cannot be seen in a regular classroom 
environment. The authors interacted 
with their readers, the publishers pre-
sented their new editions and the liter-
ary lovers exchanged ideas about the 
books that formed their ideology.

With the third year of  the festi-
val approaching, a slogan resonated 
throughout the entire venue, saying, 
“Together We Read, Together We Live.” 
This slogan reflected the true spirit of  
the celebration since it highlighted the 
potential of  reading in bringing people 
together through wisdom, empathy, 
and understanding. Reading starts 
as an individual process but eventu-
ally turns into a social process as well. 
Every single book helps in broaden-

ing the horizons, every story promotes 
empathy and each reader is a part of  
building a wiser society.

The Chinar Book Festival breathed 
life into learning itself. Discussions, 
debates, launches, poetry reading and 
interaction helped people learn about 
various issues which were not even 
part of  their academic curriculum. 
Youngsters sat with eagerness to listen, 
pose relevant questions, and learn that 
there is much more to education than 
just exams.

Such moments make students real-
ize that learning never stops in life. 
Books are still the best friends long 
after formal education is over. One of  
the most interesting discussions at the 
festival was with the celebrated film-
maker Imtiaz Ali and Dr Amit Wan-
choo. Talking about story-telling, spiri-
tuality and films, he mentioned how 
the idea of  the famous song “Kun Faya 
Kun” took shape. He shared how the 
holy book of  the Quran, the Rig Veda, 
and spiritual knowledge have shaped 
him as a creator.

This discussion highlighted the 
point that good story-telling happens 
by reading, contemplating and being 
open to various traditions. This encour-
aged young aspirants to derive energy 
from literature and write stories.

Another important guest who was 
there was Group Captain Shubhanshu 
Shukla, who is an Indian Air Force 
officer as well as an astronaut, whose 

interaction with students turned out 
to be one of  the most memorable 
aspects of  the festival. Through his 
experiences in his recent journey into 
space, he spoke about science, disci-
pline, teamwork, and perseverance. His 
motivational speech instilled curiosity 
in the minds of  students and motivated 
them to develop a love for reading and 
belief  in the strength of  education. Any 
scientific discovery always starts with 
a question and every such discovery 
keeps evolving only through learning.

The event became an excellent plat-
form for local authors and publishers to 
promote their books that had elements 
of  Kashmiri history, culture, language, 
and traditions. They were able to inter-
act with the audience through books 
about the literary history of  the Valley. 
Moreover, upcoming authors could feel 
encouraged by discussing their work 
with established authors and devoted 
readers. It is a great way of  develop-
ing the literary scene in the state of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

The inclusion of  guest speakers 
from India and other parts of  the 
world made the festival experience 
more enriching still. These included 
Dutch environmentalist Ellis Huber-
tina Spaanderman, who went around 
visiting book stalls and engaging in 
conversation with students and other 
readers. She was impressed with the 
lively literary culture of  Kashmir and 
termed the festival an inspirational 

place wherein books act as bridges of  
communication between people from 
different backgrounds and genera-
tions. She felt reading creates dialogues 
with a feeling of  social and environ-
mental responsibility.

But the success of  Chinar Book 
Festival is not confined to the nine-day 
festival itself. The real success lies in 
the reading culture which is developed 
by it even after the last book stall is 
closed. Reading clubs, literary discus-
sions, interaction with authors and 
book distribution programmes can 
be organised in schools, colleges, uni-
versities, libraries and other commu-
nity organizations for continuing the 
enthusiasm created by the book festi-
val. Parents have a very significant role 
in developing a reading habit among 
their children. If  a child spends his or 
her childhood in an atmosphere where 
books are respected, he or she develops 
curiosity, imagination and confidence.

Teachers will always be our first 
mentors and guides who lay the foun-
dations of  knowledge, principles and 
character. With each phase of  life, 
classrooms change, and the journey 
of  teachers progresses along with 
them, but not the company of  books. 
The teachings of  the teachers will not 
wear out with time. Each page carries 
something new to think about.

Books are a source of  all the wisdom 
that is collected by various scholars, 
scientists, philosophers, poets and 

other great minds who have made this 
world what it is today. They give us 
access to different histories, cultures 
and concepts that define our world. In 
times of  doubt, books give us strength, 
a perspective and support because we 
can think freely on the pages of  books.

The 3rd Chinar Book Festival was an 
elegant celebration of  the unique bond 
between the reader and the book. Each 
book present on the shelves carried the 
potential to educate.

The atmosphere of  the festival finds 
a beautiful reflection in these timeless 
Urdu verses:

“The books remind us of  the past; 
if  we listen carefully enough, they 
bring the seasons of  the past to life 
in our hearts.” This quote represents 
the beautiful essence of  reading. The 
books hold the memories of  genera-
tions, transfer the experience from one 
period of  time to another and keep his-
tory alive through each of  their pages. 
Books allow readers to be linked to 
people from other eras to learn about 
the past and prepare for the future.

Over the three years since its incep-
tion, the Chinar Book Festival is proof  
of  the increasing emphasis placed 
on education, literature and cultural 
growth in Kashmir. Each festival has 
seen more participants, as well as 
an increased belief  that it is through 
knowledge, creativity and dialogue 
that societies prosper. In the future of  
Jammu and Kashmir, which promises 
to be one built around innovations and 
learning, efforts such as the Chinar 
Book Festival are bound to produce 
opportunities that will open the eyes 
of  young minds to their own potential. 
The readers of  today may be teachers, 
scientists, authors, artists, business-
men and leaders of  tomorrow.

It is a way to remind people that litera-
ture is for everyone. The festival opens 
its doors for children who find their first 
literary piece of  work, students prepar-
ing for competitive exams, researchers 
looking for answers and people with a 
thirst for more knowledge. Everyone 
here makes up a culture where books 
are an integral part of  people’s lives.

Through simple reading, the 3rd 
Chinar Book Festival showcased the 
power of  imagination and connections 
between people amazingly. This is what 
the beautiful slogan of  the event states, 
“Together We Read, Together We Live.” 
Every read page gets us closer to a bet-
ter-educated and more understanding 
society. The festival will always leave 
with us the legacy that investment in 
books means investment in people and 
in Kashmir’s future.

The author is a writer, social educa-
tor and researcher. He can be mailed at 

shoaibhat2018@gmail.com

DR. REYAZ AHMAD 

T
here is a simple but power-
ful truth hidden in the quo-
tation, “You create appre-
ciation.” It reminds us that 
appreciation is not some-

thing we can force from others. It is 
not produced by loud claims, constant 
complaints, self-praise, or emotional 
pressure. Appreciation is earned slowly 
through conduct, service, patience, 
sincerity, and consistency. In a world 
where many people want recognition 
instantly, this message is both timely 
and necessary.

Today, many individuals feel 
ignored. A student feels that teachers 
do not appreciate his effort. An employ-
ee feels that the office does not value his 
hard work. Parents feel that children 
do not recognize their sacrifices. Teach-
ers feel that society no longer respects 
their contribution. In all these situa-
tions, the pain is real. Human beings 
naturally need respect and apprecia-
tion. But the deeper question is: Are 
we only waiting for appreciation, or 
are we creating reasons for people to 
appreciate us?

Appreciation is not a gift that comes 
without reason. It is a response to 
value. When someone adds value to 
a family, institution, workplace, or 
society, appreciation begins to grow. 
A person who brings honesty to work, 
kindness to relationships, discipline to 
responsibility, and sincerity to service 
slowly becomes visible—not because 

he demands attention, but because his 
presence makes a difference.

Consider a teacher. A teacher who 
merely enters the classroom, finishes 
the syllabus, and leaves may complete 
a duty. But a teacher who explains with 
patience, understands weak students, 
encourages questions, gives real-life 
examples, and builds confidence cre-
ates appreciation. Students may not 
immediately express gratitude, but 
years later they remember the teacher 
who made learning meaningful. Appre-
ciation grows from impact.

The same applies to parents. A 
parent may say, “My children do not 
appreciate me.” Sometimes this com-
plaint is justified. But appreciation is 
not created only by authority or sacri-
fice; it is also created by emotional con-
nection. Children appreciate parents 
more deeply when they see love with 
guidance, discipline with understand-
ing, and sacrifice with dignity. When 
parents listen, support, and guide with-
out constantly reminding children of  
their favors, appreciation becomes 
natural.

In workplaces, appreciation follows 
reliability. An employee who arrives 
on time, respects deadlines, solves 
problems, supports colleagues, and 
accepts responsibility creates trust. 
Trust creates respect, and respect cre-
ates appreciation. On the other hand, 
a person who demands appreciation 
without performance creates frustra-
tion. No organization can sincerely 
appreciate empty noise. It appreciates 
contribution.

One of  the tragedies of  modern 
society is that many people want 
applause before effort. Social media 
has strengthened this habit. We post 
small achievements and immediately 
wait for likes, comments, and praise. 
When appreciation does not come, we 
feel disappointed. But real appreciation 

is not always public, instant, or digi-
tal. Sometimes the most meaningful 
appreciation lives quietly in the hearts 
of  people who were helped, guided, pro-
tected, or inspired by us.

This is why we must distinguish 
between attention and appreciation. 
Attention can be gained through 
appearance, controversy, or popular-
ity. Appreciation is gained through 
character. Attention may be temporary, 
but appreciation is lasting. A person 
may become famous overnight, but he 
cannot become truly respected over-
night. Respect requires proof. Appre-
ciation requires repeated evidence of  
goodness.

A nurse who serves patients with 
compassion creates appreciation. A 
shopkeeper who deals honestly cre-
ates appreciation. A leader who listens 
before deciding creates appreciation. A 
student who helps classmates creates 
appreciation. A neighbor who stands 
with people in difficulty creates appre-
ciation. These people may not give 
speeches about their greatness, but 
their actions speak loudly.

The quotation also teaches us a 
lesson about self-responsibility. Instead 
of  blaming the world for not appre-

ciating us, we should ask ourselves: 
What value am I creating? What prob-
lem am I solving? Whose life becomes 
easier because of  me? What goodness 
do people experience in my presence? 
These questions are not meant to 
weaken our confidence; they are meant 
to refine our character.

In family life, appreciation is created 
by small acts: speaking respectfully, 
helping without being asked, remember-
ing someone’s pain, forgiving mistakes, 
and standing together during crisis. In 
professional life, appreciation is created 
by competence, punctuality, cooperation, 
and ethical behavior. In society, apprecia-
tion is created by service, humility, and 
responsibility. Greatness is not created 
by demanding recognition; it is created 
by becoming useful.

However, this does not mean that 
people should exploit good individu-
als. Society also has a moral duty to 
appreciate sincere people. Teachers, 
parents, workers, caregivers, farmers, 
doctors, cleaners, and countless silent 
contributors deserve recognition. A 
healthy society is one where apprecia-
tion flows in both directions: individu-
als create value, and society acknowl-
edges value. When appreciation disap-
pears, discouragement grows. When 
appreciation is expressed, motivation 
increases.

A simple “thank you” can heal emo-
tional fatigue. A word of  recognition 
can strengthen a student. A note of  
gratitude can encourage an employee. 
A public acknowledgment can inspire 
a volunteer. Appreciation is not expen-
sive, but its impact is powerful. It tells 
a person, “Your effort matters. Your 
presence has value. Your contribution 
has not gone unnoticed.”

Still, the strongest form of  appre-
ciation is not praise; it is trust. When 
people trust us, depend on us, and feel 
safe around us, that is appreciation at 

a deeper level. Trust cannot be pur-
chased. It is built through repeated 
honesty. This is why people of  charac-
ter are remembered long after people 
of  noise are forgotten.

The message “You create apprecia-
tion” is therefore a call to action. It tells 
us not to sit in bitterness, waiting for 
the world to clap. It asks us to become 
the kind of  person whose absence is 
felt and whose presence brings benefit. 
Create appreciation by being depend-
able. Create appreciation by speaking 
truth. Create appreciation by helping 
without humiliation. Create apprecia-
tion by doing your work with excel-
lence. Create appreciation by treating 
people with dignity, especially when 
you have power over them.

In the end, appreciation is like a 
shadow. If  you chase it directly, it 
may run away. But if  you walk in the 
light of  sincerity, service, and char-
acter, it follows you naturally. A life 
spent only asking, “Why don’t people 
appreciate me?” becomes heavy. A 
life spent asking, “How can I become 
more useful, kind, and responsible?” 
becomes meaningful.

The world may not always appre-
ciate us immediately. Some efforts 
remain unseen. Some sacrifices remain 
unspoken. Some goodness is recog-
nized late. But no sincere act is wasted. 
Somewhere, in someone’s memory, in 
someone’s prayer, in someone’s suc-
cess, your contribution lives on.

So the real message is clear: do not 
beg for appreciation; build the quali-
ties that make appreciation inevitable. 
Because in the long run, people may 
forget your words, your position, and 
even your achievements, but they will 
remember how your character made 
their life better.

The author can be mailed at reyaz.
ahmad@hu.ac.ae
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One Killed, Another
immediately cordoned off  the entire area. A massive search 

operation has been launched to track down the terrorists 
responsible for the attack.Newspapers

Police have registered a case and investigations are under-
way. “We are working on specific leads and will nab the perpe-
trators soon,” a senior police officer said.

Meanwhile,  Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha has strongly 
condemned the brutal terror attack on labourers in Kulgam.

The Lieutenant Governor spoke with the Director General 
of  Police, J&K and top security officials. He has directed the 
security forces to step up their operations and eliminate the 
terrorists.

The Lieutenant Governor wrote on X: “I spoke with the 
DGP, Shri Nalin Prabhat and top security officials following 
the brutal terrorist attack in Kulgam in which a labourer from 
Chhattisgarh was killed. I strongly condemn this cowardly act. 
I have directed our security forces to step up their operations 
and eliminate the terrorists.

J&K Police and Security forces have cordoned off  the area 
and launched an operation to bring the perpetrators to justice. 
Another injured labourer from Chhattisgarh has been rushed 
to the hospital for urgent medical care. My deepest condolences 
to the bereaved family and I am praying for the speedy recovery 
of  the injured. J&K administration and the entire nation stand 
with the families.”

This attack comes at a time when security forces have been 
conducting anti-terror operations across several districts of  
Kashmir. Non-local workers and migrants have been frequent 
targets of  terrorists in the valley, leading to heightened security 
concerns.

Centre Intensifies
action against cross-border terrorism, the framework guid-

ing India’s strategic autonomy while engaging with the US, 
Russia, Europe, BRICS and SCO, and the diplomatic initiatives 
taken in view of the strategic convergence between China and 
Pakistan and reported Chinese support to Pakistan during 
Operation Sindoor.

In response, Minister of  State for External Affairs Kirti 
Vardhan Singh said the Government has been continuously sen-
sitising other countries about cross-border terrorism emanating 
from Pakistan during high-level and official visits.

He said India has established Joint Working Groups on Coun-
ter Terrorism with 31 countries and six multilateral groupings, 
where such issues are regularly discussed.

The Minister said India’s actions following the Pahalgam 
terror attack on April 22, 2025 have been recognised by several 
countries. He said condemnation of  the attack was reflected in 
outcome documents at various multilateral forums, including 
the UNSC Press Statement, India-Central Asia Foreign Minis-
ters’ Dialogue, FATF, QUAD Foreign Ministers’ Meeting and 
BRICS Leaders’ Summit.

He further said the Resistance Front (TRF), described by the 
Government as a proxy of  Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Tayyiba 
and involved in the Pahalgam terror attack, was designated as a 
Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO) and Specially Designated 
Global Terrorist (SDGT) by the US Administration on July 18, 
2025. The UNSC 1267 Sanctions Committee’s monitoring report 
also referred to TRF’s links with the Pahalgam attack.

On the broader issue of  terrorism financing, Singh said 
India’s efforts have contributed to the listing of several terrorist 
entities and individuals linked to Pakistan by the UN, European 
Union and other countries. He added that Pakistan has faced 
sustained international scrutiny over its failure to prevent 
financial support to terrorist networks.

On India’s foreign policy and strategic partnerships, the 
Minister said national interest and strategic autonomy remain 
the guiding principles. He said India’s engagement with BRICS 
and SCO is consistent with its foreign policy objectives and does 
not affect its bilateral partnerships with other countries.

On the security implications of  the China-Pakistan conver-
gence, the Government said it closely monitors all developments 
having a bearing on India’s national security and takes all neces-
sary measures to safeguard the country’s interests and ensure 
comprehensive national security across all domains—(KNO)

Forces Must Be
emphasized that governance cannot be managed from a 

distance. Effective administration must reach out to every 
household in the most remote village and serve the most mar-
ginalized citizen, with unwavering dedication and responsi-
bility,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor also noted that our forces must be 
ready to tackle the challenges of  asymmetric warfare. He said 
the strategic value of  data analysis and algorithmic precision is 
as important as conventional kinetic operations today.

The Lieutenant Governor said that strong action has been 
taken with surgical firmness against the terror ecosystem 
and the conflict entrepreneurs who were working to keep 
terrorism alive in Jammu Kashmir.

Lt Gen Ajay Chandpuria, Commandant, Army War Col-
lege, faculty members and senior officers of  the Security 
Forces were present.

Future Favors Those
knowledge are continuously expanding. Problems are mul-

tidimensional, and their solutions are possible only through 
multi-disciplinary approaches. I believe that the 21st century 
will welcome those young people who are not specialists in just 
one subject but possess the ability to integrate knowledge from 
multiple fields and discover new solutions. The future belongs 
to those who recognise possibilities, not boundaries. This initia-
tive empowers students to shape their own academic journeys, 
combining subjects according to their interests, talents, and 
aspirations,” he said.

The inauguration also marked the launch of integrated pro-
grammes in Physics, Chemistry, Botany, Zoology, Mathematics, 
and Geography. The Lieutenant Governor underscored that 
science thrives on interconnectedness, and these courses will 
nurture students as holistic researchers capable of  addressing 
complex challenges.

“The study of  climate change is not limited only to environ-
mental science. Chemistry, physics, mathematics, geography 
and others play an equally important role. If  we provide our stu-
dents with a broader perspective from the very beginning, they 
will not become specialists in just one subject, but will emerge 
as researchers and thinkers capable of  understanding complex 
problems in their entirety and finding solutions. By encour-
aging cross-disciplinary study, Cluster University, Jammu is 
preparing students not only to master theories but to generate 
new ideas and innovations,” the Lieutenant Governor said.  

Cluster University, Jammu has also introduced one-year 
PG Diploma in Sanatan Dharma and Indian Knowledge Sys-
tems, along with the establishment of  the Department of  Vedic 
Studies.

The Lieutenant Governor said the true education must bal-
ance science with values. He stressed that India’s intellectual 
heritage, from Panini’s grammar to Aryabhata’s astronomy, 
from Ayurveda to linguistics, represents a treasure of  system-
atic thought and scientific vision.

“As modern knowledge is essential, it is equally essential 
that we understand who we are, what our intellectual tradition 
has been and what our civilisation has contributed to the world. 
Giving expression to this very sentiment, the establishment of  
the Department of  Vedic Studies and the launch of  the one-
year PG Diploma programme in Sanatan Dharma and Indian 
Knowledge Systems today is a significant step. The students will 
get the opportunity to understand that the Indian Knowledge 
System is not limited only to ancient beliefs or religious rituals 
but that Indian philosophy, the Upanishads, the Vedas, ancient 
mathematics, medical science, astronomy and linguistics con-
stitute an invaluable heritage of profound intellectual research, 
science and logical thinking that our ancestors gave to the 
world. This programme will allow students to engage deeply 
with India’s civilizational wisdom while pursuing modern 
knowledge,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor also inaugurated the Semiconductor 
Skilling Programme in collaboration with IIT Madras, describing 
it as a vital step in India’s technological mission. He observed that 
semiconductors are the backbone of modern innovation, powering 
everything from mobile phones to space missions.

“Under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Nar-
endra Modi, India has resolved to become a leader in technology 
development and manufacturing. This skilling initiative will equip 
students with cutting-edge expertise, aligning them with the needs 
of future industries and strengthening India’s position in the global 
deep-tech landscape,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor called upon students to focus on skill 
development and innovation. He said every skill acquired and every 
innovation pursued will contribute to India’s journey towards self-
reliance and global leadership. He expressed confidence that these 
programmes will not only enrich individual academic journeys but 
also give new direction to Jammu Kashmir's progress.

"The new programmes at Cluster University, Jammu is the 
beginning of  a new philosophy of education. Rooted in India’s 
cultural identity and oriented towards global aspirations, these 
initiatives promise to empower students to dream, innovate and 
lead," the Lieutenant Governor said.

The occasion also witnessed the launch of  Post-Graduate 
Programme in Environmental Sciences with Minor Speciali-
sation in Renewable Energy; One year Post-Graduate diploma 
in Dogri Translation; release of  Nasha Mukt Bharat activity 
report, and renaming of Vice-Chancellor’s office-cum-secretar-
iat complex as “Suryaputri Tawi Bhawan” and old IIM Campus 
as “Chandrabhaga Campus”.

Prof. K.S. Chandrasekar, Vice-Chancellor, Cluster University 
of  Jammu; Shri Ankur Mahajan, Registrar, HoDs and office 
bearers of  the Cluster University of  Jammu; heads of  several 
Constituent colleges of  the University, faculty, and students 
attended the inaugural ceremony.

Heavy Rain
24.6 mm of  rainfall during the past 24 hours, while Jammu 

recorded 27.1 mm. Among other stations, Gulmarg received 
9.6 mm, Pahalgam 6.4 mm, Kathua 6.8 mm, Katra 7.8 mm, 
Kupwara 2.2 mm and Qazigund recorded no rainfall.

The weather office said Srinagar recorded a maximum 
temperature of  31.4 degrees Celsius, which was 1.3 degrees 
above normal, while the minimum settled at 19.4 degrees 
Celsius, 0.5 degree above normal. Jammu recorded a maxi-
mum of  33.9 degrees Celsius, 0.8 degree above normal, and a 
minimum of  24.8 degrees Celsius.

The MeT office has forecast scattered light rain or brief  
thundershowers at isolated places across the Union Territory 
on August 1, with a possibility of  isolated intense showers.

From August 2 to 4, many places are likely to witness 
light to moderate rain and thundershowers, particularly 
during the afternoon, evening and early morning hours. The 
department said a few districts of  the Jammu division could 
experience heavy rain, including brief  intense showers or 
torrential downpours.

Scattered light to moderate rain or thundershowers are 
also expected at several places from August 5 to August 7, 
accompanied by brief  intense showers.

The weather department has warned that heavy rain or 
intense showers over parts of  the Jammu division on July 31, 
August 2 and August 3 could trigger flash floods, landslides, 
mudslides and shooting stones at vulnerable locations, advis-
ing the public and authorities to remain vigilant—(KNO)

PoJK Vote Marred 
organized by the Jammu Kashmir Joint Awami Action 

Committee (JAAC), began earlier this month to challenge the 
disputed allocation of  legislative seats and what activists call 
the "imposition" of  a preferred prime minister by Islamabad. 
The movement rapidly escalated into a region-wide uprising.

Social media accounts linked to JAAC have accused secu-
rity forces of  using "indiscriminate firing" and even artillery 
shells against peaceful crowds. The group has appealed to the 
United Nations, international human rights organizations, 
and democratic governments to urgently intervene.

“We are facing a genocide in broad daylight,” a JAAC 
spokesperson said in a video statement. “Women and chil-
dren are being shot at point-blank range. The world cannot 
remain silent.”

In tandem with the military operations, authorities have 
imposed curfew-like restrictions across the region. Internet 
and telecommunication services have been severely disrupted, 
making it difficult for journalists and independent observers to 
verify the ground situation. The communication blackout has 
further heightened fears of  an escalating death toll.

Jeremy Laurence, Spokesperson for the UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, expressed grave concern over 
Islamabad’s actions. In an official statement, he criticized 
Pakistan’s decision to criminalize a civil society organization 
(JAAC) and impose strict limitations on public gatherings.

“These measures raise serious concerns about infringe-
ments on the rights to freedom of  expression, peaceful 
assembly, and association,” Laurence stated. He called on 
Pakistani authorities to exercise maximum restraint and 
conduct a "prompt, thorough, and impartial" investigation 
into all reported deaths.

Pakistan’s Defense Minister Khawaja Asif  defended the 
crackdown, labeling the protesters as "enemies" acting in the 
interest of  India. Meanwhile, Interior Minister Talal Chaud-
hary denied that civilians were killed, claiming that armed 

militants belonging to the proscribed Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP) had infiltrated the demonstrations.

However, these assertions have been met with skepticism 
by international observers, given the widespread video docu-
mentation of  unarmed civilians being fired upon.

India has strongly condemned the violence, reiterating 
that PoJK remains an integral part of  Indian territory and 
accusing Pakistan of  human rights abuses.

In the United Kingdom, more than 50 parliamentarians 
have signed a joint letter to the Foreign Secretary, demand-
ing that London formally raise the issue at the UN Security 
Council. Amnesty International has also called for an inde-
pendent war crimes investigation into the use of  lethal force.

Hundreds Of Fruit
once the highway is declared safe.
"We understand that restoration work is important, but 

the highway should be reopened as soon as possible to save 
the fruit. Any further delay will cause huge losses because 
these are perishable goods," another driver said.

He added, "We don't understand why the highway mainte-
nance work is always taken up during the peak apple season. 
Thousands of  fruit-laden trucks use this road at this time of  
the year. If  the work had to be carried out, it could have been 
planned before or after the season. Every day's delay means 
huge losses for growers and transporters because the fruit 
has a limited shelf  life."

The drivers appealed to the administration and the Nation-
al Highways Authority of  India (NHAI) to expedite restora-
tion work and ensure early movement of  stranded trucks.

Meanwhile, PDP leader Iltija Mufti visited Qazigund on 
Friday and met drivers of  the stranded fruit-laden trucks on 
the Jammu-Srinagar National Highway.

Interacting with the drivers, Iltija expressed concern over 
the continued closure of  the highway during the peak apple 
season and alleged that it was causing heavy losses to Kash-
mir's fruit growers.

"Last year, the apples of  Jammu and Kashmir's growers 
rotted on the highway for a month. I believe this is a con-
spiracy. Maintenance work is carried out every year precisely 
when the apple season is underway," she said.

Iltija said she had appealed to the administration and the 
police to restore traffic immediately to facilitate the move-
ment of  fruit-laden trucks. "If  the highway is not reopened, 
we will come here tomorrow and stage a protest," she said.

President of  the Fruit Growers Association Kashmir, 
Bashir Ahmad Bashir told KKO that fruit-loaded trucks 
have already started facing difficulties over the past few 
weeks, resulting in significant delays in reaching wholesale 
markets outside Jammu and Kashmir.

"Several trucks carrying perishable fruits are being held 
up for long hours, while some have to wait for days before 
they are able to cross into Jammu. Such delays are particu-
larly damaging for fruits with a shorter shelf  life, leading to 
deterioration in quality and financial losses for growers," 
Bashir said.

He said the authorities have been advising transporters 
to use the Mughal Road as an alternative route whenever 
traffic on the National Highway is disrupted. However, he 
maintained that the road is not a practical option for heavy 
fruit-laden trucks.

Bashir said the association has already submitted repre-
sentations to the government, urging it to take immediate 
and effective measures to ensure the smooth movement of  
fruit-laden vehicles on the National Highway.

"We cannot afford a repeat of  last year's situation when 
transportation disruptions caused huge losses to apple grow-
ers. We have requested the government to act on priority and 
put in place a proper mechanism to ensure uninterrupted 
movement of  fruit trucks before the peak season begins. We 
are hopeful that the authorities will take prompt action in the 
larger interest of  the horticulture sector," he added—(KNO)

CS Launches 162
work in close coordination with the Information Technol-

ogy Department for digitisation of  additional public services.
The Chief  Secretary also directed the Information Tech-

nology Department to work in close coordination with the 
Law Department to undertake a comprehensive review of  all 
online citizen services with a view to identifying those that 
have become redundant or obsolete in view of  subsequent 
policy and legislative reforms.

He observed that, under the Government's Ease of  Doing 
Business (EoDB) and Reducing Compliance Burden (RCB) 
initiatives, several certificates, permissions and No Objec-
tion Certificates (NOCs) had already been abolished. Such 
services, he said, should no longer remain active on digital 
platforms, as their continued availability may lead to avoid-
able inconvenience for citizens.

Dulloo further maintained that the objective of  digital gov-
ernance is not merely to place services online but also to sim-
plify governance by eliminating outdated and unnecessary 
compliances. He remarked that citizens, in no way, should 
be compelled to apply for certificates or permissions that are 
no longer required under the prevailing policy framework.

He advised that such services be appropriately categorised as 
'No Longer Required' on the eUNNAT Portal after due legal vali-
dation. He expressed that our objective is not merely to improve 
rankings but to build an ecosystem where digital governance 
must translate into better governance at the grassroots level.

Emphasising greater accessibility and inclusive service 
delivery, the Chief Secretary further instructed the IT Depart-
ment to identify at least 100 high-volume citizen services for 
integration with WhatsApp and the Single Sign-On (SSO) 
platform. He said that priority should be accorded to services 
frequently availed by farmers, tribal communities, women, 
children and other vulnerable sections to make Government 
services more accessible through widely used digital channels.

He further called for the integration of  emerging digital 
public assets, including AgriStack-enabled digital land records 
and SVAMITVA Property Cards, as and when these are opera-
tionalised by the concerned departments, observing that the 
eUNNAT platform should continuously evolve into a compre-
hensive, future-ready digital service delivery ecosystem.

Speaking during the meeting, Additional Chief  Secretary, 
Finance, Shailendra Kumar, stressed that the success of  
digital governance should be measured by the tangible value 
it creates for citizens rather than by the number of  services 
hosted on a portal.

The emphasis should be on meaningful, high-impact 
and frequently used services. Addition of  services, by itself, 
does not constitute progress unless those services genu-
inely address citizens' needs and improve their experience 
of  public service delivery, he observed.

On this occasion the Commissioner Secretary, IT, Saurabh 

Bhagat revealed that under the National e-Governance Ser-
vice Delivery Assessment (NeSDA) the latest expansion of  
digital services has enabled Jammu and Kashmir to attain 
the 3rd position nationally, reflecting the sustained progress 
made in digital governance.

The Commissioner Secretary also apprised that 159 
services developed by BISAG across various departments, 
including JK e-SEHAT, JK Samadhan, JKCIP, HADP and the 
Public Works Department.  These services have already been 
integrated with the eUNNAT platform, further expanding the 
scope of  online public service delivery, he added.

Moreover it was highlighted that nine additional services 
have successfully  been developed and are presently undergo-
ing User Acceptance Testing, while five additional services 
relating to the Revenue Department, Housing & Urban Devel-
opment Department and Gulmarg Development Authority 
are under development and are expected to be operational 
shortly. Their integration will increase the total number of  
online services on the eUNNAT Portal to 1,724.

The roadmap to leverage emerging technologies, including 
Artificial Intelligence, multilingual interfaces, WhatsApp-
based service delivery, Single Sign-On, Face Authentication, 
Aadhaar-enabled authentication and e-Sign solutions, to 
further simplify access to Government services and improve 
the overall citizen experience also cameup for deliberations.

The meeting concluded with a review of  the NeSDA-2026, 
with directions to all concerned departments to expedite 
digitisation of  high-volume citizen services, strengthen com-
pliance with national assessment parameters and sustain 
Jammu and Kashmir's leadership in digital governance.

Terrorists Trained By
described as "enemies", saying such statements reflected 

the establishment's "absolute disdain" for the people of  PoJK.
Referring to the recently concluded local body elections in 

the region, Jaiswal said the outcome represented a "humili-
ating rejection" of  Pakistan's establishment and noted that 
residents had appealed to international organisations to 
order an independent probe into the killings.

"We urge the international community to scrutinise Paki-
stan's actions and hold it accountable for its atrocities," he 
said.

On Jammu and Kashmir, Jaiswal reiterated India's long-
standing position that the entire region, including the Union 
Territories of  Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh, is an inte-
gral and inalienable part of  the country.

"We are very clear that the entire region of  Jammu and 
Kashmir, the Union Territories of  Jammu and Kashmir 
and Ladakh, was, is and will continue to be an integral and 
inalienable part of  India," he said.

He urged foreign governments and stakeholders to use 
what India considers the correct nomenclature while refer-
ring to the region.

Earlier this month, India's Permanent Representative to 
the United Nations, Ambassador Parvathaneni Harish, also 
reaffirmed before the UN that Jammu and Kashmir "has 
always been, is, and will remain an integral and inalienable 
part of  India", describing it as the country's constitutional 
and legal reality—(KNO)

‘India’s Highest
declined to 33.54 percent in FY25 against the target of  44 

percent.
In the FY26, KPDCL has set a target to fix the AT&C losses 

34 percent.
Earlier this year, the Power Development Department 

(PDD) has directed the JPDCL and KPDCL to initiate strict 
actions including deducting up to 50 percent of  salary against 
the officials of  divisions and feeders where Aggregate Techni-
cal and Commercial (AT&C) losses exceed 40 percent.

Besides, the department had issued the revised Load Cur-
tailment Plan (LPC) with extra hours of  power shedding to 
the areas having AT&C losses of  more than 40 percent and 
between 15 percent and 40 percent respectively.

PDD in an official communique had said that the measures 
are been taken in order to improve billing efficiency, collec-
tion efficiency and to reduce AT&C losses.

Stating the revision of  Load Curtailment Plan (LCP), PDD 
had informed the current plan may be revised by imposing no 
power cut on feeders having AT&C losses below 15 percent.

“Three hours power cut instead of  the present scheduled 
cut of  two hours on feeders having AT&C losses between 
15 percent and 40 percent and six hours power cut instead 
of  the present power cut of  four hours on feeders having 
AT&C losses above 40 percent for both Kashmir and Jammu 
divisions,” it reads.

PDD further said that JKPCL shall explore other options, 
including entering into additional banking arrangements 
with other states for the period January 2026 to March 2026 
in order to curtail the power purchase bill.

Under the accountability of  underperforming divisions 
and sub- divisions, the DISCOMs, the JPDCL KPDCL were 
asked to serve show-cause notices to all divisions and sub-
divisions and feeders found to be under performing that is 
where AT&C losses exceed 40 percent, under intimation to 
the Administrative Department.

“Further, action may be initiated for deduction of  50 per-
cent of  salary of  the concerned officers  or the officials of  
such divisions, sub-divisions or feeders,” the order issued by 
PDD earlier this year said—(KNO)

Amarnath Yatra Remains
weather conditions improve and the tracks are declared 

safe by the concerned authorities.
Meanwhile, despite a complete traffic halt on the Jam-

mu-Srinagar National Highway for restoration and slope 
stabilisation works, a fresh batch of  1,605 pilgrims left the 
Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas in Jammu early Friday for the 
Baltal base camp.

According to officials, the 24th batch departed at 2:42 am 
in a convoy of  54 vehicles, including 38 buses, seven medium 
motor vehicles (MMVs) and nine light motor vehicles (LMVs). 
The batch comprised 1,215 male pilgrims, 335 women, 48 
sadhus, five sadhvis and two children accompanying sadhus.

A total number of  pilgrims who have left the Bhagwati 
Nagar base camp for the shrine this year has reached 1,35,806, 
officials said.

The 57-day annual pilgrimage commenced on July 3 and 
has witnessed an overwhelming response from devotees. 
Around 4.5 lakh pilgrims have so far paid obeisance at the 
holy cave shrine housing the naturally formed ice lingam.

The Yatra is scheduled to conclude on August 28, coincid-
ing with the festival of  Raksha Bandhan—(KNO)
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir

DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH SERVICES KASHMIR
BEMINA SRINAGAR

Visit us at: www.dhskashmir.org    |   Email:dhsk-pa@jk.gov.in

Subject: First Tentative Seniority List of Junior Health Inspectors Division Cadre Kashmir
N O T I F I C A T I O N

It is hereby notified for the information of all concerned that the First Tentative Seniority List of Junior Health Inspectors 
(Divisional Cadre Kashmir) working under the administrative control of the Directorate of Health Services Kashmir has been 
prepared on the basis of available service records maintained in this Directorate and information furnished by the subordinate 
offices.

While due diligence has been exercised in compilation of the said seniority list, the possibility of inadvertent omissions, 
clerical errors, or discrepancies in the service particulars cannot be ruled out.

Accordingly, the Tentative Seniority List of Junior Health Inspectors is hereby circulated for information of all concerned and 
for inviting objections, if any. All the concerned Junior Health Inspectors are advised to carefully verify their particulars.

In case of any discrepancy, the concerned official may submit a representation duly supported with documentary evidence 
through proper channel to this Directorate within a period of seven (07) days from the date issuance of this circular.

That no objection received after the stipulated period shall be entertained and no claim shall be considered without 
supporting documentary proof.

The Tentative Seniority List shall also be uploaded on the official website of this Directorate (www.dhsk.gov.in) and will be 
published in two leading newspapers of the Valley for wider circulation.

In case no objections are received within the prescribed time, the Tentative Seniority List shall be deemed to have attained 
finality and will be treated as the Final Seniority List: -

S. No. Name of the Employee D.O.B. D.O.A
D.O. 

Promotion as 
BHW

D.O. 
Promotion 

as JHI

Place of 
Posting

Category, if any 
(Valid certificate 

as on date)

1. Hilal Ahmad Ganie 27-11-1968 21-09-1993 17-03-2001 14-12-2022 PHC Narbal 
Magam

2. Gh Mohi u din Dar 11-11-1967 11-09-1989 12-04-2003 14-12-2022 SDH Beerwah
3. Imtiyaz Hussain Wani 15-11-1969 11-09-1989 02-09-2003 14-12-2022 Block Soibugh
4. Mohd Ashraf Bhat 15-09-1967 11-09-1989 05-05-2005 14-12-2022 Block Soibugh
5. Manzoor Ahmad Malla 01-04-1970 11-09-1989 01-04-2007 14-12-2022 CMO Sgr
6. Nazima Kounsar 12-03-1975 16-01-1993 01-12-2007 14-12-2022 CMO Sgr
7. Jabeena Kounsar 07-04-1970 23-06-1993 01-12-2007 14-12-2022 CMO Sgr
8. Shahzada Bano 04-06-1973 21-01-1994 01-12-2007 14-12-2022 Block Budgam
9. Rukhsana Bashir 14-07-1976 27-09-1995 01-12-2007 14-12-2022 CMO Sgr

10. Irshad Akhter 02-03-1971 15-06-1996 01-12-2007 14-12-2022 CMO Sgr
11. Abdul Rashid Siraj 10-01-1968 21-09-1989 28-04-2008 14-12-2022 SDH Sopore

12. Irshad Ahmad Zargar 26-06-1968 01-07-1990 28-04-2008 14-12-2022 PHC 
Dangiwacha

13. Mohd Ayoub Pala 10-04-1967 11-09-1989 01-12-2007 24-01-2023 PHC Achabal
14. Abdul Hamid Sheikh 05-01-1968 14-03-1992 22-04-2008 24-01-2023 Block Yaripora
15. Hamidullah Sheikh 13-11-1974 16-11-1998 14-05-2008 24-01-2023 CMO Kulgam

16. Gh. Mohd Sheikh 01-03-1967 07-02-1991 07-02-2008 06-03-2024 Block 
Kupwara

17. Latif Ahmad Bhat 10-08-1976 01-06-1998 02-03-2006 24-07-2025 Block 
Ganderbal

18. Syed Saleem-ud-Din 
Haqani 01-03-1971 11-09-1989 12-05-2007 24-07-2025 Epidemiology 

DHS Kashmir
19. Shagufta Parveen 01-03-1973 17-06-1996 01-12-2007 24-07-2025 CMO Srinagar
20. Altaf Ahmad Sheikh 07-11-1973 16-08-1997 01-12-2007 24-07-2025 CMO Srinagar
21. Ab. Rehman Khan 01-12-1967 04-01-1986 05-01-2008 24-07-2025 CHC Pattan

22. Ghulam Ahmad Bhat 13-02-1968 11-09-1989 05-01-2008 24-07-2025 Block 
Khansahib

23. Syed Mohammad 
Hussain 19-11-1970 01-05-1991 20-03-2009 24-07-2025 Block Uri

24. Fayaz Ahmad Shah 01-01-1967 18-10-1991 20-03-2009 24-07-2025 SDH Kreeri
25. Mohd Ashraf Shah 01-04-1970 24-11-1995 20-03-2009 24-07-2025 Block Lar

26. Ab.Rashid Hajam 10-04-1969 10-09-2003 20-03-2009 24-07-2025 Block 
Qazigund OBC

27. Gh. Mohd Beigh 10-02-1969 11-09-1989 27-06-2009 24-07-2025 CHC 
Chattergam

28. Ab. Majeed Mir 15-03-1968 11-09-1989 29-06-2009 24-07-2025 Block 
Pulwama

29. Bashir Ahmad Kumar 11-12-1968 11-09-1989 13-10-2011 24-07-2025 SDH Tangmarg

30. Nazir Ahmad Dar 15-02-1969 06-12-1990 18-04-2012 24-07-2025 PHC 
Berthipora

No: Est-II/NG/3384-3418  Sd/-
Dated: 31 /07/2026  Director Health Services
 Kashmir

DIPK-3965-26
DT: 31/07/2026

►EBOLA OUTBREAK

'No case reported in 
India, 30 passengers 
screened in J&K'

How Axis Bank’s Sara City Branch Is 

Redefining Customer Care in Srinagar
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: For most 
people, a trip to the bank 
is just another item on the 
daily to-do list. Between 
winding queues, endless 
forms, and rigid proce-
dures, it’s rarely an errand 
anyone looks forward to. 
But a recent visitor to Axis 
Bank’s Sara City branch in 
Srinagar walked out with 
an entirely different story, 
and a genuine sense of  
appreciation.

Calling the visit "noth-
ing short of  stupendous," 
the customer praised the 
branch’s young, ener-
getic team for turning 
what could have been 
a tedious chore into a 
remarkably warm and 
seamless experience.

The difference was obvi-

ous from the moment they 
walked through the door. 
Rather than rushing visi-
tors through transactions, 
the staff  greeted them with 
real hospitality, taking the 
stress completely out of  
the visit. Guided step-by-

step through every formal-
ity with patience and care, 
the customer never had to 
worry about navigating 
the usual administrative 
hurdles alone.

"I felt completely at 
home," the customer 

shared. "The staff  and offi-
cials were brilliant. These 
young, enterprising bank-
ers took care of  all the hard 
work with remarkable 
efficiency. Hats off  to the 
entire team."

In an era where bank-
ing is rapidly shifting to 
screens and algorithms, 
stories like this highlight 
what technology can’t 
replace: human connec-
tion. Digital tools make 
banking fast, but attentive, 
empathetic service is what 
builds trust.

By blending sharp pro-
fessionalism with genuine 
local hospitality, the team 
at Sara City isn't just pro-
cessing paperwork—they 
are setting a higher stan-
dard for how banks treat 
the communities they 
serve.

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: Union 
Ministry of  Health and 
Family Welfare on Friday 
informed the Lok Sabha 
that no case of  Ebola virus 
was reported in India 
while thirty passengers in 
Jammu and Kashmir were 
screened for it.

The information, was 
furnished by Health and 
Family Welfare Minis-
ter Jagat Prakash Nadda 
in response to Starred 
Question No. 184, raised 
by Benny Behanan and 
Charanjit Singh Channi.

The MPs sought details 
of  the measures taken by 
the Government following 
the World Health Orga-
nization’s declaration of  
the Ebola outbreak as a 
Public Health Emergency 
of  International Concern, 
the number of  passen-
gers screened at Indian 

airports, preparedness 
measures and whether 
any restrictions had been 
imposed on travellers from 
affected countries.

In its reply, the Govern-
ment said it had strength-
ened surveillance and 
public health prepared-
ness across the country 
following the WHO dec-
laration concerning the 
Bundibugyo Ebola disease 
outbreak. The measures 
were undertaken in coor-
dination with the National 
Centre for Disease Control, 
ICMR, Directorate General 
of  Health Services, Minis-
try of  Civil Aviation, Minis-
try of  Home Affairs, Minis-
try of  External Affairs and 
other stakeholders.

The Centre said 
enhanced screening and 
surveillance had been 
instituted at international 
airports and other points 
of  entry, while Standard 

Operating Procedures 
covering surveillance, 
screening, quarantine, 
clinical management, 
laboratory testing, infec-
tion prevention and case 
reporting had been issued 
to all States and Union 
Territories. No case of  
Ebola Disease has been 
reported in India so far, 
it said.

According to the State/
UT-wise data annexed with 
the reply, 30 passengers 
were screened in Jammu 
and Kashmir, while one 
passenger was screened in 
Ladakh.

The Government said it 
had not imposed a blanket 
restriction on travellers 
arriving from Ebola-affect-
ed countries. However, all 
international passengers 
are being screened for a 
history of  travel to the 
Democratic Republic of  
Congo, Uganda and South 

Sudan during the preced-
ing 21 days.

As per self-declaration 
forms, including those 
submitted through the 
Air Suvidha 2.0 portal, a 
total of  10,974 passengers 
arriving from or transit-
ing through the affected 
countries were screened 
between May 23 and July 
28, 2026.

The Centre further said 
designated isolation facili-
ties had been identified 
across States and UTs, lab-
oratory diagnostic capac-
ity had been expanded, 
mock drills conducted at 
designated hospitals, and 
additional doctors and 
paramedical personnel 
deployed at major interna-
tional airports. Enhanced 
thermal and symptomatic 
screening has also been 
undertaken at internation-
al airports and seaports—
(KNO)

ADC Sopore visits cloudburst-affected Taki Khan Mohammad Mundji
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner 
(ADC) Sopore, Dr. S.A. 
Raina, Friday conducted 
an extensive visit to Taki 
Khan Mohammad Mundji 
to assess the damage 
caused by a recent cloud-
burst that struck the area 
during a spell of  heavy 
rainfall.

The ADC was accom-
panied by officers from 
the Revenue Department, 
Irrigation and Flood Con-
trol Department, and other 
concerned departments.

During the visit, Dr. 
Raina undertook an on-
the-spot inspection of  the 
affected sites to assess the 
extent of  damage caused 
due to the overflowing of  
the nallah following the 
cloudburst.

Interacting with the 
local residents, the ADC 
listened to their concerns 
and assured them that the 
administration is com-
mitted to extending all 
possible assistance and 
taking timely measures to 
mitigate the impact of  such 
natural calamities.

Dr. Raina directed the 

officers of  the Agricul-
ture and Horticulture 
Department to undertake 
a detailed assessment of  
the losses incurred by 
the local population so 
that appropriate relief  
measures can be initiated 
without delay.

Taking serious note of  
the obstruction in the natu-
ral flow of  the nallah, the 
ADC instructed the officers 
of  the Irrigation & Flood 
Control Department and 
Revenue Department, to 
identify and remove all 
encroachments along the 
banks of  the nallah.

He stressed that the 
water channel must be 
restored to its original 
width and condition to 
facilitate the smooth flow 
of  water and prevent over-
flow during future spells of  
heavy rain.

Furthermore, the ADC 
also directed the concerned 
department to expedite 
the repair and restora-
tion of  the road that sus-
tained damage due to the 
overflowing of  the nallah, 
ensuring that connectivity 
is restored at the earliest 
and inconvenience to the 
public is minimized.

Labour Comm reviews 
progress of PM-SYM Scheme 
in Ganderbal

Swachhta 50-50 launched in B'pora to 

strengthen shared responsibility for SWM

DDC Kupwara reviews progress 
under District CAPEX Budget 
2026-27

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: District 
Development Commission-
er (DDC) Kupwara, Shri-
kant Suse, Friday chaired 
a comprehensive review 
meeting of  the officers 
concerned to assess the 
progress of  developmen-
tal works being executed 
under the District CAPEX 
Budget 2026-27 and review 

the implementation of  san-
itation initiatives across 
the district.

During the meeting, the 
DDC conducted a detailed 
block-wise review of  the 
ongoing works and direct-
ed all executing agencies 
to accelerate the pace 
of  execution to ensure 
timely completion of  proj-
ects within the stipulated 
timeframe. He emphasized 
that all works must be exe-
cuted in strict adherence 
to the prescribed quality 
standards and called for 
regular field monitoring 
to ensure transparency, 
accountability and effec-
tive implementation.

The meeting was 
informed that a total of  2,287 
works have been approved 

under the Rural Develop-
ment Department during 
the current financial year. 
These works span vari-
ous sectors, including PRI 
Grants, BDC Grants, DDC 
Grants, Elementary Educa-
tion, Secondary Education, 
Health, APDS, ABDS, SSY, 
UT CAPEX (Tribal), UT 
CAPEX (Revenue), Constit-
uency Development Fund 
(CDF) and MPLADS.

Reviewing the implemen-
tation of the District Sanita-
tion Plan, the DDC directed 
the officers concerned to 
strengthen sustainable solid 
waste management systems 
across all Gram Panchay-
ats with special emphasis 
on operationalising Door-
to-Door (D2D) waste col-
lection, identifying waste 
collection points, ensuring 
scientific transportation 
and disposal of  waste, and 
promoting community 
participation to achieve 
sustainable sanitation out-
comes. He also stressed the 
need for proper operation 
and maintenance of  sani-
tation assets and called for 
sustained awareness among 
the public regarding cleanli-
ness and waste segregation.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: A compre-
hensive review meeting on 
the implementation of  the 
Pradhan Mantri Shram 
Yogi Maandhan (PM-SYM) 
Scheme and the Labour 
Codes was held Friday at 
the Conference Hall, Mini 
Secretariat, Ganderbal, 
under the chairmanship of  
Charandeep Singh, Labour 
Commissioner, Jammu & 
Kashmir.

The meeting was co-
chaired by  Fahim Bihaqqi, 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Ganderbal.

The meeting witnessed 
the participation of  senior 
officers from various line 
departments, including the 
District Programme Offi-
cer, Poshan/ICDS; General 
Manager, District Indus-
tries Centre (DIC); Assis-
tant Commissioner Devel-
opment (ACD); Executive 
Engineers of  R&B, JPDCL, 
Jal Shakti (PHE), PMGSY, 
Irrigation & Flood Control 
(I&FC) and Rural Engi-
neering Wing (REW); Chief  
Education Officer; Officer 
Commanding, Beacon; 
Chief  Agriculture Officer; 
Chief  Horticulture Officer; 
Assistant Director, Fish-

eries; Assistant Director, 
Food, Civil Supplies & Con-
sumer Affairs (FCS&CA); 
Assistant Labour Commis-
sioner, Ganderbal; Block 
Development Officers; 
Chief  Executive Officer, 
Municipal Council Gan-
derbal; Assistant Director, 
Handlooms/Handicrafts; 
Assistant Regional Trans-
port Officer (ARTO); In-
charge Estates, Central 
University of  Kashmir; 
General Manager, APCO, 
Sonamarg Tunnel Project; 
General Manager, Megha 
Engineering & Infrastruc-
ture Limited (MEIL), Zojila 
Tunnel Project; and Gen-
eral Manager, National 
Highways Authority of  
India (NHAI), Ring Road 
Project, besides other offi-
cers and officials.

The meeting was con-
vened to review the prog-
ress achieved under the 
Pradhan Mantri Shram 
Yogi Maandhan (PM-
SYM) Scheme, assess the 
preparedness of  various 
departments for the imple-
mentation of  the Labour 
Codes, and strengthen inter-
departmental coordination 
for extending social security 
benefits to workers engaged 
across different sectors.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Deputy 
Commissioner Bandipora, 
Indu Kanwal Chib, Friday 
chaired the district-level 
convention marking the 
formal launch of  the 
"Swachhta 50-50" initiative, 
a flagship campaign of  the 
District Administration 
based on the principle of  
50% Government and 50% 
Public participation for 
effective and sustainable 
solid waste management 
across the district, at the 
Conference Hall, Mini Sec-
retariat Bandipora.

The convention wit-
nessed participation of  
Additional District Devel-
opment Commissioner 
Bandipora, Nazir Ahmad 
Mir; PO ICDS Bandipora, 
Yaar Ali Khan; ACP Ban-
dipora, Aijaz Ahmad; Chief  
Education Officer Bandi-
pora; District Information 
Officer; Block Develop-
ment Officers, and other 
stakeholders.

The programme com-

menced with the National 
Anthem, followed by the 
Swachhta Pledge, which 
was administered by the 
students of  Government 
Higher Secondary School 
Quilmuqam.

Addressing the gathering, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
said that Swachhta 50-50 is 
a people's movement based 
on shared responsibility 
and called upon every stake-
holder to work wholeheart-
edly to make the initiative 
a success. She said that the 
District Administration had 
already taken three major 
steps towards scientific 
waste management and that 
Swachhta 50-50 marked the 
fourth step in this direction.

Highlighting the imple-

mentation strategy, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
announced that after a 
one-month handholding 
period, Bulk Waste Gen-
erators (BWGs) would be 
required to scientifically 
manage their own waste in 
accordance with the Solid 
Waste Management Rules, 
while the District Admin-
istration would continue 
to provide all necessary 
technical support and guid-
ance. She said that 89 iden-
tified BWGs in the district 
account for a major share 
of  waste generation and 
would be brought under 
this mechanism.

She further informed 
that exhibitions would be 
organised to demonstrate 

scientific waste manage-
ment practices and clari-
fied that any issues relating 
to implementation in rural 
areas would be addressed 
through the Assistant 
Commissioner Panchayat, 
while concerns in urban 
areas would be handled by 
the concerned Municipal 
Committees.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also informed that 
the District Administra-
tion had successfully con-
ducted an Extended Pro-
ducer Responsibility (EPR) 
initiative in Gurez, where 
11 companies participated. 
Of  these, three compa-
nies accepted the propos-
als, while the remaining 
companies were closely 
monitoring the district's 
waste management efforts 
and were expected to take 
a decision in the coming 
weeks. She reiterated that 
the responsibility for col-
lection and disposal of  sin-
gle-use plastic (SUP) rests 
with the producers under 
the EPR framework.
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J&K Sports Council 
begins Junior Boys 
Football trials for 
National Championship

GMK SPORTS DESK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Sports Coun-
cil on Friday commenced 
open selection trials for the 
Junior Boys Football Team 
for the 2026-27 Dr. B.C. Roy 
Trophy National Football 
Championship, organised 
under the aegis of  the All 
India Football Federa-
tion, with 375 players from 
across the Union Territory 
registering for the process.

Simultaneous divisional 
trials began in Srinagar 
and Jammu, with selected 
players set to advance to 
the UT-level selection camp 
in Srinagar next week.

As many as 248 from 
Kashmir division and 127 

from Jammu division have 
registered themselves. The 
first day of  divisional trials 
was held simultaneously at 
the Synthetic Turf  Football 
Stadium, TRC, Srinagar for 
Kashmir division players 
and at the Mini Stadium 
Synthetic Turf, Parade 
Ground, Jammu for 
Jammu division players. 
Divisional trials continue 
on the second day, 1 August 
2026, at the same venues.

Players selected at the 
divisional stage will pro-
ceed to UT level selection 
trials at the Synthetic Turf  
Football Stadium, TRC, 
Srinagar on 3 and 4 August 
2026. The trials are open to 
boys born between 1 Janu-
ary 2011 and 31 December 

2012 who are residents of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

The players reported in 
full playing kit and carried 
original birth certificates 
issued by the Municipal 
Corporation or competent 
authority, Aadhaar cards 
updated with recent photo-
graphs, and passport-sized 
photographs for verifica-
tion process.

The selected players 
at UT level will undergo 
a coaching camp in Sri-
nagar, with the final 
squad announced before 
the team's screening and 
departure. In accordance 
with AIFF guidelines, 
selected players may be 
required to undergo Bone 
Age Verification Tests.

CWG 2026: Jadumani Singh in men’s 55kg final 

with unanimous win over Namibia’s Pumulo
IANS

GLASGOW:  India’s 
Mandengbam Jadu-
mani Singh assured the 
country of  at least a 
silver medal after cruis-
ing into the men’s 55kg 
boxing final at the Com-
monwealth Games 2026 
with a commanding 5-0 
unanimous decision over 
Namibia’s Haoseb Philip 
Pumulo on Saturday.

Jadumani impressed 
throughout the three-
round semifinal, combin-
ing sharp footwork with 
clean combinations to 
keep his Namibian oppo-
nent on the back foot. All 
five judges awarded the 
contest in favour of  the 
Indian boxer, underlining 
his dominance in the bout.

The scorecards reflected 
Jadumani’s control, with 
judges scoring the contest 

29-28, 29-28, 30-27, 29-28 and 
30-27 in his favour.

With the victory, Jad-
umani has guaranteed 
India another boxing 
medal and will now fight 
for the gold medal in the 
men’s 55kg final.

The win also continues 
India’s impressive run in 
the boxing competition 
at Glasgow, where sev-

eral Indian pugilists have 
advanced to the medal 
rounds and remain in con-
tention for top honours. 
Jadumani will now look 
to cap his campaign with 
a gold-medal performance 
in the final.

Earlier, Arundhati 
Choudhary, Jaismine and 
Ankush Panghal booked 
their spots in the finals of  

their respective weight cat-
egories, each assuring India 
at least a silver medal.

Arundhati Choudhary 
secured her place in the 
final of  the women’s 70kg 
with a convincing 4-0 
split-decision victory over 
Wales’ Rosie Eccles in the 
semifinal.

Arundhati looked in 
control for most of  the 
bout, using her sharp 
combinations and effec-
tive movement to keep 
the experienced Welsh 
boxer under pressure. 
The Indian impressed 
the judges with her con-
sistency across the three 
rounds, earning a 4-0 ver-
dict to book her place in 
the gold-medal clash.

Jaismine produced a 
dominant display to book 
her place in the women’s 
57kg boxing final, defeat-
ing Lesotho’s Rapelang 

Maselela via Referee 
Stops Contest (RSC).

From the opening bell, 
Jaismine controlled the 
bout with sharp combina-
tions, precise footwork and 
relentless aggression. She 
won the opening round 
convincingly on all five 
judges’ scorecards before 
stepping up the intensity 
in the second round.

Ankush Panghal also 
secured his place in the 
final after outclassing 
Canada's Joshua Ofori 
5-0 to storm into the final 
of  the men's 80kg boxing.

From the opening bell, 
Jaismine controlled the 
bout with sharp combina-
tions, precise footwork and 
relentless aggression. She 
won the opening round 
convincingly on all five 
judges’ scorecards before 
stepping up the intensity 
in the second round.

Chelsea punished with £10m fine and suspended 
transfer ban by FA for breaching agent rules

IANS

LONDON: Chelsea have 
been fined £10 million 
by the Football Associa-
tion (FA) and handed a 
suspended two-transfer-
window registration ban 
after admitting multiple 
historical breaches of  the 
governing body's regula-
tions relating to football 
agents, intermediaries and 
third-party investment in 
players.

The sanctions follow 
an investigation launched 
after the club's current 
ownership voluntarily dis-
closed potential irregulari-
ties it uncovered following 
its takeover of  Chelsea in 
2022.

According to the FA, 
Chelsea admitted to 74 
breaches of  FA Rule E1.2 
before an independent Reg-
ulatory Commission. The 
violations were linked to 
regulations governing foot-
ball agents, intermediaries 
and third-party investment 
in players.

Initially, the Regulatory 
Commission imposed a £10 
million fine along with a 
six-point deduction, with 
the sporting sanction sus-
pended until June 30, 2027. 
Chelsea challenged only 
the points deduction, and 
an independent Appeal 
Board later replaced it 
with a suspended registra-
tion ban covering two con-

secutive transfer windows, 
also effective until June 30, 
2027.

The financial penalty 
remains unchanged and 
was not part of  the appeal. 
The FA confirmed that the 
entire £10 million will be 
directed towards support-
ing grassroots football ini-
tiatives across England.

The governing body also 
stated that investigations 
into the conduct of  individ-
uals connected to the case 
remain ongoing.

The breaches relate to 
activities that took place 
before the Todd Boehly-
Clearlake Capital consor-
tium acquired the club 
from former owner Roman 
Abramovich. Following 
the takeover, Chelsea's 
new ownership launched 
an internal review of  past 
transactions and chose to 

report its findings to the 
relevant football authori-
ties, according to several 
media reports.

Despite the sanctions, 
the suspended registra-
tion ban means Chelsea 
will be free to sign players 
unless the club commits 
further regulatory viola-
tions before June 2027. The 
decision therefore has no 
immediate impact on the 
club's transfer activity.

Meanwhile, the West 
London club is preparing 
for the upcoming season 
with new coach Xabi 
Alonso, who has been 
handed the responsibil-
ity of  revival after a poor 
performance last season, 
where they finished sixth 
in the Premier League 
points table and missed 
UEFA Champions League 
direct qualification.

Taipei Open 2026: Unnati, Tanvi 
storm into semis, keep alive 
hopes of all-Indian final

IANS

TAIPEI: Indian shuttlers 
Unnati Hooda and Tanvi 
Sharma advanced to the 
women's singles semifinals 
of  the Taipei Open 2026 on 
Friday, keeping alive the 
prospect of  an all-Indian 
final at the BWF Super 300 
tournament.

Unnati put up a calm 
performance in the all-
Indian quarter-final, win-
ning against eighth-seeded 
Devika Sihag 23-21, 21-16 
in 42 minutes at the Taipei 
Arena. This win repre-
sented a major achieve-
ment for the 28th-ranked 
Indian player, who has 
now reached her first BWF 
World Tour semi-final of  
the 2026 season after not 
advancing past the first 
round in any of  her previ-
ous World Tour events this 
year.

Tanvi Sharma, who was 
ranked world No. 34, joined 
her in the last four after 
recovering from losing 
the second game to beat 
the fourth seed Supanida 
Katethong from Thailand 
21-15, 18-21, 21-14 in a close-
ly contested match that 
lasted 54 minutes.

This result saw Tanvi 
reach her second BWF 
Super 300 semi-final of  the 
season, since she had pre-
viously made it to the last 

four at the Orleans Mas-
ters, which shows that she 
has been consistent on the 
World Tour this year.

Since the two Indian 
players are in opposite 
halves of  the draw, there is 
still a chance of  an all-Indi-
an final. Unnati will play 
sixth seed Nguyen Thuy 
Linh from Vietnam in the 
semi-finals, while Tanvi 
will have to meet a tough 
opponent in the form of  
fifth seed and home favou-
rite Huang Yu-Hsun.

Huang secured her 
spot in the semi-finals by 
beating her fellow coun-
tryman and second seed 
Lin Hsiang-ti, who had 
previously eliminated the 
Indian players Ashmita 
Chaliha and Anmol Kharb. 
Nguyen also reached the 
semi-finals having defeat-
ed the top seed Chiu Pin-
Chian in the quarter-finals.

Real Madrid sign striker 

Espi from Levante
IANS

MADRID: Real Madrid 
signed striker Carlos Espi 
from Levante for a report-
ed fee of  around 25 million 
euros.

"Real Madrid C.F. and 
Levante U.D. have reached 
an agreement for the trans-
fer of  the player Carlos 
Espi, who will be linked 
to our club for the next 
five seasons, until June 30, 
2031," confirmed the Real 
Madrid website.

"At 21 years old, Carlos 
Espi has played three sea-
sons at Levante, during 
which he appeared in 66 
matches and scored 20 goals. 
Last season, he was named 
the best U-23 player in the 
league," the club added.

Espi scored 13 goals 
in 27 appearances for 
Levante last season, with 
most coming in the clos-
ing weeks of  the campaign 
as he played a key role in 
helping the club avoid rel-
egation.

Villarreal and several 
Premier League clubs had 
been linked with Espi, who 
celebrated his 21st birth-
day on July 24. Levante 
had left him out of  its pre-
season friendlies to mini-
mize the risk of  injury.

His arrival comes as 
Real Madrid nears the sale 
of  striker Gonzalo Garcia 
to Fulham for around 40 
million euros, although it 
remains unclear whether 
Espi will be included in 
Madrid's first-team squad 

next season or sent out on 
loan to gain further top-
flight experience.

The striker is the fifth 
signing Madrid have made 
this summer, following 
Marc Cucurella, Bernardo 
Silva, Ibrahima Konate and 
Denzel Dumfries.

Notably, Real Madrid 
generated a record 1.221 
billion euros (1.4 billion 
U.S. dollars) in revenue 
during the last financial 
year, according to figures 
approved by the club's 
board of  directors, reports 
Xinhua.

The Spanish club said 
revenue rose 3.1 percent 
from the previous season, 
adding that no other sports 
organisation has sur-
passed that level of  annual 
income.

The increase was driven 
primarily by an 11 per-
cent rise in revenue from 
the Santiago Bernabeu 
Stadium and a 6 percent 
increase in marketing 
income, boosted by spon-
sorship and commercial 
partnerships.

The club posted a pre-
tax profit of  26.3 million 
euros, extending its run 
of  annual profits to 26 con-
secutive years.

Real Madrid also report-
ed net assets of  624 million 
euros, cash reserves of  83 
million euros and net debt 
of  9 million euros.

The debt figure does not 
include financing related to 
the redevelopment of  the 
Santiago Bernabeu Stadium, 
where total investment has 
reached 1.407 billion euros.

IGPL and Asian Tour to continue association 
following successful Morocco swing

IANS

NEW DELHI: The Indian 
Golf  Premier League (IGPL) 
and the Asian Tour have 
reaffirmed the strength of  
their partnership, with both 
organisations committing to 
build on a collaboration that 
has already delivered signif-
icant playing opportunities 
for Indian and international 
professionals.

The partnership was on 
full display in Morocco ear-
lier this season, where the 
two bodies co-sanctioned 
back-to-back tournaments 
at the Mazagan Beach & 
Golf  Resort on the coun-
try’s Atlantic coast. The 
USD 160,000 IGPL Morocco 
Rising Stars 2026 was played 
on the Asian Development 
Tour (ADT) from May 28 
to 31, and was followed 

at the same venue by the 
USD 500,000 IGPL Bharath 
Classic on the Asian Tour 
from June 4 to 7. More than 
40 players from the IGPL 
Tour earned places in the 
Bharath Classic field, with 
the league’s flagship event 
making its first appearance 
outside India.

With the season now 
entering its second half, 
both organisations will 
continue to work together 
on scheduling, playing 
opportunities and player 
development initiatives 
designed to strengthen the 
competitive ecosystem for 
golfers in India and across 
the region. The alliance sits 
at the heart of  IGPL’s stated 
mission of  creating struc-
tured pathways for Indian 
golfers, enabling players to 
compete on global tours.

Speaking on the associa-
tion with IGPL, Cho Minn 
Thant, Commissioner and 
CEO of  the Asian Tour, 
said, “IGPL and the Asian 
Tour recently completed a 
two-week spell in Morocco 
which saw us hold ADT and 
Asian Tour events back-to-
back at the spectacular 
Mazagan Beach & Golf  
Resort. Working together 
with IGPL is important to 
us, and we look forward to 
continuing our association 
into the future. It is great 
to see that IGPL has made 
some bold moves and added 
a new dimension to Indian 
golf  which benefits both 
players and golf  fans alike. 
I have no doubt that we will 
get to see some very excit-
ing golf  in the second half  of  
the season. My best wishes 
to IGPL and its players.”


