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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA

...PAGE: 03

A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication Congratulations to Dilip Mahadu Gavit on winning the 

Gold Medal and Mohammed Basil Morssinganakath on 
securing the Silver Medal in the Men’s T47 100m para 
athletics event at the Commonwealth Games 2026.

Centre Committed To 
Develop Unexplored 
Tourist Destinations: GoI

SAJID RAINA

NEW DELHI: The Centre on 
Thursday said it is committed 
to the planned and sustainable 
development of  unexplored 
tourist destinations in Jammu 
and Kashmir's Kupwara dis-
trict through eco, border, 
adventure and community-
based tourism.

Replying to a question in 
the Rajya Sabha, Union Tour-
ism Minister Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat, said the develop-
ment and promotion of  tour-
ism is primarily the responsi-
bility of  the Jammu and Kash-
mir administration, while the 
Ministry of  Tourism provides 
financial assistance under 
schemes such as Swadesh 
Darshan, Swadesh Darshan 
2.0, Challenge Based Destina-
tion Development (CBDD) and 
PRASHAD.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir Tourism Depart-
ment has undertaken and pro-
posed tourism infrastructure 
projects in Kupwara district 
involving an estimated invest-
ment of  over Rs 58 crore.

According to the Minis-
ter, the projects include the 
development and upgrada-
tion of  Tourist Facilitation 
Centres, Tourist Reception 
Centres, tourist huts, guest 
houses, interpretation cen-
tres, cafeterias, public con-
venience facilities and other 
eco-tourism infrastructure.

The works are planned 
across destinations includ-
ing Teetwal, Keran, Karnah, 
Machil, Lolab, Bangus, Zach-
aldara, Langate and Hand-
wara, he added.

Shekhawat said the Union 
Territory administration has 
also launched P-06

J&K Gets 2 Cold Chain Projects 
Under PMKSY Worth ̀ 18.15 Crore

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Jammu & 
Kashmir has received two 
approved and operational 
cold chain projects under 
the Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Sampada Yojana (PMKSY) 
during the last five years, 
with a total project cost 

of  Rs 18.15 crore and gov-
ernment grant-in-aid of  
Rs 7.46 crore, the Centre 
informed the Lok Sabha 
on Thursday.

According to the Min-
istry of  Food Processing 
Industries, J&K has 11 
completed/operational 
projects under the P-06

      Amarnath Yatra

Over 5,200 Pilgrims Visit Cave 
Shrine, Total Crosses 4.46 Lakh

UMAISAR GULL

SRINAGAR: On the 28th day  
of  the ongoing Amarnath 
Yatra 5,211 pilgrims paid 
obeisance at holy cave shrine, 
nestled in Himalayas,  taking 
the total number of  devotees 
who have completed the pil-
grimage to 4,46,788 (Four 
lakh forty six thousand seven 
hundred and eighty eight)

According to figures avail-
able, 3,766 men, 1,160 women, 
126 children, 22 sadhus, 14 
sadhvis, five transgender 

devotees, two foreign women 
pilgrims and 116 security 
personnel had darshan on 
Thursday.

The pilgrimage is now on 
the verge of  crossing the 4.5 
lakh mark despite weather-
related disruptions and tem-
porary suspension on several 
occasions due to landslides 
and restoration works along 
the Jammu-Srinagar Nation-
al Highway.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of  1,795 pilgrims left the 
Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas 

in Jammu for the Baltal base 
camp in the early hours of  
Thursday under stringent 
multi-layer security arrange-
ments.

According to details, the 
23rd batch departed at 2:44 
am in a convoy of  83 vehi-
cles, comprising 41 buses, 
11 medium motor vehicles 
(MMVs), 30 light motor vehi-
cles (LMVs) and one two-
wheeler.

The batch included 1,406 
male pilgrims and 389 female 
pilgrims, while no P-06

THE PILGRIMAGE IS NOW ON THE VERGE OF CROSSING THE 4.5 LAKH MARK DESPITE 
weather-related disruptions and temporary suspension on several occasions due to landslides and restoration works 
along the Jammu-Srinagar National Highway.

     Lying Face-Down For 415 Days

UP Man Takes Up 
Extraordinary Journey 
To Amarnath Shrine

UMAISAR GULL 

QAZIGUND: A devotee from 
Uttar Pradesh undertaking the 
annual Amarnath Yatra reached 
Qazigund on Thursday, marking 
the 415th day of  his extraordi-
nary pilgrimage while travelling 
face-down on a thermocol sheet 
instead of  walking.

Sunil, a resident of  Mahoba 
district in Uttar Pradesh, has been 
on the pilgrimage for the past 13 
months, performing a Dandavat 
Yatra to the holy Amarnath cave 
shrine. Instead of  walking, he 
moves forward inch by inch while 
lying flat on a thermocol sheet, a 
unique act of  devotion that has 
drawn the attention of  thousands 
of  pilgrims and commuters along 
the Jammu-Srinagar National 
Highway.

After reaching P-06

Met Predicts Wet 
Weather Across 
J&K Till Aug 7

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Intermittent 
light to moderate rain and 
thundershowers are likely 
to continue across Jammu 
and Kashmir till August 
7, with the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) 
warning of  brief  intense 
heavy showers, torrential 
rain, flash floods and land-
slides in vulnerable areas 
of  the Jammu division 
over the next few days.

An official of  the Meteo-
rological Centre Srinagar 
said that one or two spells 
of  light to moderate rain 
and thundershowers are 
expected at most places 
on July 31, mainly during 
the afternoon/evening and 
early morning hours. The 
weather office said a few 
places in the Jammu divi-
sion could witness brief  
intense heavy showers or 
torrential rain.

On August 1, scattered 
places across the Union 
Territory are likely to 
receive a spell of  light rain 
or brief  thundershowers, 
accompanied by isolated 
intense showers.

The MeT office has fore-
cast light to moderate rain 
and thundershowers at 
many places from P-06

     Commuters Advised To Avoid Travel

Jammu-Srinagar Highway 
To Remain Closed Today

UMAISAR GULL GANIE

UDHAMPUR: The admin-
istration has ordered 
a complete suspen-
sion of  traffic on 
the Jammu-Sri-
nagar National 
Highway on July 
31 (today) to facil-
itate slope stabi-
lisation and resto-
ration works on 
the vulnerable 
Udhampur–Chenani stretch 
near Ladha, Samroli.

The order, was issued by 
the Additional District Mag-
istrate, Udhampur, following 
a request from the Project 
Director, National Highways 
Authority of  India (NHAI), 

PIU Ramban.
The NHAI reported that 

continuous rainfall since July 
18 has triggered repeat-

ed landslides, mud-
slides and falling 
debris along the 
affected hillside, 
posing a serious 
threat to commut-

ers and restoration 
workers.

A c c o r d i n g 
to the order, 

although two-way traffic 
has been restored after wid-
ening the valley-side car-
riageway, permanent slope 
stabilisation and widening 
of  the hill-side carriageway 
require the deployment of  
heavy machinery P-06

      603 Deaths This Year So Far

J&K Road Fatalities Rise From 

774 In 2021 To 984 In 2025

Pedestrian Deaths Surge From 101 To 477 In 4 Years
RAJA SYED 

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir recorded 5,452 road acci-
dents and 774 deaths in 2021, with 
fatalities rising to 984 in 2025, the 
Union Ministry of  Road Trans-
port and Highways revealed in 
the Lok Sabha. Till July 27, 2026, 
the Union Territory witnessed 
3,269 accidents, 603 fatalities, and 
4,775 injuries.

The ministry furnished 
detailed data on road accidents, 
fatalities, and injuries in Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh in 
response to a question raised by 
Lok Sabha member Shyamku-
mar Daulat Barve.

According to the ministry's 
reply, Jammu and Kashmir 

recorded 5,452 road accidents, 
774 fatalities, and 6,972 injuries 
in 2021; 6,092 accidents, 805 fatali-
ties, and 8,372 injuries in 2022; 6,298 
accidents, 893 fatalities, and 8,469 
injuries in 2023; 5,808 accidents, 
831 fatalities, and 7,820 injuries in 
2024; and 5,318 accidents, 984 fatali-
ties, and 7,594 injuries in 2025. Till 
July 27, 2026, J&K had recorded 
3,269 accidents, 603 fatalities, and 

4,775 injuries.
For Ladakh, the ministry 

reported 236 road accidents, 56 
fatalities, and 242 injuries in 2021; 
374 accidents, 62 fatalities, and 
346 injuries in 2022; 289 accidents, 
59 fatalities, and 340 injuries in 
2023; 264 accidents, 61 fatalities, 
and 323 injuries in 2024; and 287 
accidents, 71 fatalities, and 503 
injuries in 2025. Till July 27, 2026, 
Ladakh recorded 235 accidents, 
39 fatalities, and 368 injuries.

On pedestrian casualties, J&K 
recorded 101 fatalities and 754 
injuries in 2021, 131 fatalities and 
1,108 injuries in 2022, 158 fatali-
ties and 1,264 injuries in 2023, 
144 fatalities and 1,245 injuries 
in 2024, 477 fatalities and 1,715 
injuries in 2025, and P-06

CS Takes Stock Of PMAY-U 
Housing Schemes For Urban Poor

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, took a 
comprehensive review meet-
ing of  the Housing & Urban 
Development Department 
(H&UDD) to evaluate the 
implementation of  housing 
schemes for the urban poor 
under the Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana–Urban (PMAY-
U) in Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended 
by the Additional Chief  Sec-
retary, Power Development 
Department; Commissioner 
Secretary, Housing & Urban 
Development Department; 
Commissioners of  Jammu 
and Srinagar Municipal Cor-
porations; Managing Direc-
tor, J&K Housing Board; 
Director General, Codes; 
Chief  Town Planners of  
Jammu and Kashmir; repre-
sentatives of  J&K Bank and 
other senior officers.

While speaking the Chief  
Secretary observed that 
access to affordable housing 

is one of  the most fundamen-
tal aspirations and essential 
needs of  every family, partic-
ularly those belonging to the 
urban poor. He noted that for 
economically weaker house-
holds, a significant share of  
their income is often con-
sumed in meeting housing-
related expenses, leaving 
limited resources for other 
basic necessities.

 He said that the PMAY–
Urban serves as a transfor-
mative social welfare initia-
tive by providing secure and 
dignified housing P-06

J&K Records 1,109 Highway Accidents, 206 Deaths In 2026: Centre
Ladakh Records 119 Road Accidents, 17 Fatalities, 177 Injuries On National Highways

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir recorded 1,109 road 
accidents on National High-
ways in 2026, in which 206 
people lost their lives, and 
1,658 others were injured, 
according to data tabled by 
the Centre in the Lok Sabha 
on Thursday.

The figures, released by 
the Union Ministry of  Road 
Transport and Highways, are 
based on information avail-
able with the government 
for National Highways and 
expressways. The ministry 
said the 2026 data has been 
sourced through the Electron-
ic Detailed Accident Report 
(e-DAR) portal and may be 
subject to further reporting.

The data, accessed, indi-
cates a steady decline in the 
number of  reported road acci-
dents in the Union Territory 
over the past five years. While 

2,378 accidents were recorded 
in 2022, the number came 
down to 2,342 in 2023, 2,120 in 
2024 and 1,867 in 2025 before 
dropping to 1,109 this year.

Fatalities, however, showed 
a mixed trend. Road accident 
deaths stood at 259 in 2022, 
rose to 294 in 2023, dipped to 
271 in 2024, increased sharply 
to 431 in 2025 and declined to 
206 in 2026.

According to the ministry, 
17 victims killed in National 

Highway accidents this year 
were below 18 years of  age. 
Another 25 were in the 18-25 
age group, while 40 fatalities 
were reported among those 
aged between 25 and 35 years.

The data further showed 
that 29 people aged 35-45 years, 
28 in the 45-60 age bracket and 
12 above 60 years died in high-
way accidents during the year. 
The age of  55 victims could 
not be ascertained.

The ministry also shared 

details of  the implementa-
tion of  the PM-RAHAT (Road 
Accident Victims' Hospitaliza-
tion and Assured Treatment) 
scheme, under which 472 
claims were initiated by hos-
pitals in Jammu and Kashmir 
till July 28.

Of  these, 51 claims have 
been approved by the State 
Health Authority, while 43 
have been settled. The annex-
ure placed before Parliament 
showed no disbursement 
amount against the settled 
claims in the Union Territory.

In neighbouring Ladakh, 
119 road accidents on National 
Highways claimed 17 lives and 
left 177 people injured during 
2026. Under the PM-RAHAT 
scheme, all 12 claims initi-
ated in the Union Territory 
were approved and settled, 
although the amount paid was 
listed as nil.

At the national level, the 
ministry said P-06

J&K Gets Rs 10,528 Cr 
For National Highways 
In 2023-24: Centre

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu & Kash-
mir was allocated Rs 10,528 
crore and the entire amount 
was utilised for development 
and maintenance of  National 
Highways (NHs) during 2023-
24, while Ladakh received an 
allocation of  Rs 658 crore, of  
which the entire amount was 
also spent, the Centre informed 
the Lok Sabha on Thursday.

Responding to an unstarred 
question on financial assistance 
for construction of  inter-State 
bridges and roads of  economic 
importance, Union Minister for 
Road Transport and Highways 
Nitin Jairam Gadkari, said NH 
works, including inter-State 
bridges and economically impor-
tant roads, are taken up based 
on traffic density, connectivity 
requirements, road condition 
and synergy with the PM Gati 
Shakti National Master Plan.

For J&K, the allocation for 
NH development stood at Rs 
10,331 crore in 2024-25, against 
expenditure of  Rs 10,204 P-06

      '518 Lakes Disappeared Or Shrunk In J&K'

Centre Says CAG Assessment 
Based On Satellite Imagery

RAJA SYED 

SRINAGAR: The Centre on 
Thursday said the assess-
ment cited in the CAG report 
that 518 out of  697 lakes in 
Jammu and Kashmir had 
disappeared or reduced in 
size was based on satellite 
imagery and was indica-
tive in nature, and did not 
by itself  constitute conclu-
sive evidence of  permanent 
disappearance, shrinkage, 
encroachment or unlawful 
conversion of  wetlands.

The Ministry of  Jal Shakti, 
in its reply to a starred ques-
tion in the Lok Sabha, said 
the assessment was based on 
an inventory of  water bodies 

prepared by the Department 
of  Environment & Remote 
Sensing, Jammu & Kashmir, 
using LISS-III satellite imag-
ery with an approximate spa-
tial resolution of  23 metres. 
It said such datasets provide 
preliminary technical infor-
mation for administrators 
and researchers and indicate 
changes in water spread or 
land cover, but cannot inde-
pendently establish substan-
tial changes.

The ministry, said conclu-
sions regarding disappear-
ance, shrinkage, encroach-
ment or unlawful conversion 
require correlation with land 
records, cadastral maps, 
notified wetland P-06
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Acting CJ leads plantation 
drive at HC under “Ek Ped 
Maa Ke Naam” campaign

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Under the patron-
age and guidance of  Acting 
Chief  Justice, High Court 
of  Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh, Sanjeev Kumar, a 
vigorous plantation drive 
was organized Thursday at 
the High Court Complex, 
Janipur, Jammu, in col-
laboration with the Jammu 
Forest Division, Jammu 
under the campaign “Ek 
Ped  Maa Ke Naam”.

The event was attended 
by Justice Sindhu Sharma, 
Justice Rajnesh Oswal, Jus-
tice Mohd. Akram Chowd-
hary, Wasim Sadiq Nargal, 
Justice Rajesh Sekhri and 
Justice Sanjay Parihar, who 
actively participated in the 
plantation drive by planting 
saplings of  various medici-
nal and ecologically signifi-
cant tree species, including 
Rudraksh, Putranjiva and 
Sita Ashok. The initia-
tive was aimed at promot-
ing a cleaner, greener and 
healthier environment 
while encouraging collec-
tive responsibility towards 
preserving nature for the 

benefit of  future genera-
tions.

M. K. Sharma, Registrar 
General, High Court of  J&K 
and Ladakh, Officers of  the 
Registry of  the High Court, 
Nirmal Kotwal, President, 
Jammu & Kashmir High 
Court Bar Association, 
Jammu, Pardeep Wahule 
Conservator of  Forest, East 
Circle, Members of  the 
Executive Committee and 
the members of  Bar Asso-
ciation also participated in 
the plantation drive.

On the occasion, Om 
Parkash Vidyarthi (Retd. 
IFS) delivered a tree talk 
highlighting the medicinal 
and religious significance 
of  various tree saplings 
planted during the planta-
tion drive.  Drawing upon 
his vast experience in for-
estry and environmental 
conservation, he high-
lighted the unique char-
acteristics and traditional 
importance of  Rudraksh, 
Putranjiva and Sita Ashok.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Acting Chief  Justice 
Sanjeev Kumar, empha-
sized the vital role of  affor-

estation in mitigating the 
climate change, enhancing 
biodiversity and fostering 
ecological balance.  He 
stressed upon the impor-
tance of  community partic-
ipation in environmental 
protection and the collec-
tive endeavour to build a 
sustainable future.

Following the planta-
tion drive, the Acting Chief  
Justice, Judges of  the High 
Court, accompanied by Dr. 
Devansh Yadav Commis-
sioner, Jammu Municipal 
Corporation and other 
officers of  the High Court 
Registry,   visited the public 
utility facility recently con-
structed by the Jammu 
Municipal Corporation 
(JMC) near the High Court 
Complex, Janipur, Jammu.

The Acting Chief  Jus-
tice appreciated the initia-
tive undertaken to enhance 
sanitation and public con-
venience. He emphasized 
the importance of  main-
taining the facility in a 
clean, hygienic and func-
tional condition for the 
benefit of  all stakeholders 
and visitors to the Court.

DDC Baramulla chairs 3rd District Level Review Meeting
Calls for timely completion of Development Projects, strengthened Public Service Delivery

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: District 
Development Commis-
sioner (DDC) Baramulla, 
Dr. S.F. Hamid, Thursday 
chaired the 3rd District 
Level Review Meeting at 
Dak Bungalow, Baram-
ulla to undertake a com-
prehensive review of  the 
functioning of  various 
departments, assess the 
progress of  ongoing devel-
opmental works and evalu-
ate the implementation of  
key government schemes 
and flagship programmes 
across the district.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Sopore, 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Baramulla, 
Chief  Planning Officer 
Baramulla, Principal 
Government Medical 
College Baramulla, Sub-
Divisional Magistrates of  
Uri, Pattan and Gulmarg, 
Assistant Commissioner 
Development Baramulla, 
Assistant Commission-
er Revenue Baramulla, 
Superintending Engineers 
of  R&B, Power Develop-
ment Department (PDD), 

Jal Shakti and Irrigation 
& Flood Control Depart-
ments, besides other dis-
trict and sectoral officers.

At the outset, the DDC 
reviewed the Action Taken 
Report (ATR) on the deci-
sions taken during the 
previous District Level 
Review Meeting. He direct-
ed all departments to ensure 
prompt compliance with the 
directions already issued 
and instructed officers to 
closely monitor the progress 
of  pending issues so that tar-
gets are achieved within the 
prescribed timelines.

A detailed sector-wise 
review of  departmental 
performance was con-

ducted during the meet-
ing. The DDC reviewed the 
functioning of  the Health, 
Education, Jal Shakti, 
Public Works (R&B), Power 
Development Department, 
Rural Development, Agri-
culture and Allied Sectors, 
Horticulture, Animal and 
Sheep Husbandry, Social 
Welfare, Revenue, Indus-
tries & Commerce, Employ-
ment, Skill Development 
and other line depart-
ments. Department-wise 
progress was assessed with 
regard to implementation 
of  developmental projects, 
expenditure under various 
components, achievement 
of  physical targets, service 

delivery mechanisms and 
public grievance redressal.

During the review, Dr. 
S.F Hamid directed all 
departments to intensify 
field monitoring, conduct 
regular inspections of  
ongoing works and ensure 
that developmental proj-
ects are completed within 
the stipulated timelines 
without compromising 
quality. He stressed the 
importance of  maintain-
ing transparency, improv-
ing inter-departmental 
coordination and resolv-
ing bottlenecks promptly to 
avoid delays in execution. 
He also instructed officers 
to ensure optimum utilisa-
tion of  available resources 
and focus on achieving 
tangible outcomes for the 
benefit of  the public.

The meeting also 
reviewed the implemen-
tation of  District Capex, 
UT Capex and Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes (CSS) 
besides assessing the prog-
ress under RDSS, PM Surya 
Ghar, NABARD-funded 
projects, Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion (JJM), Catch the Rain, 
Financial Inclusion initia-
tives, Mission YUVA, Holis-

tic Agriculture Develop-
ment Programme (HADP), 
JKCIP, PMGSY, AMRUT, 
PMAY (Urban & Rural), 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Urban & Rural), MGNRE-
GA, District Skill Develop-
ment Programmes, District 
Mineral Fund and various 
Self  Employment Schemes.

The DDC directed the 
concerned departments to 
expedite implementation, 
ensure effective utilisation 
of  funds and extend the 
benefits of  these schemes 
to all eligible beneficiaries 
in a transparent and time-
bound manner.

Reviewing the progress 
under the AMRUT Scheme, 
the concerned engineers 
informed the meeting that 
suitable locations have been 
identified for the construc-
tion of  Overhead Tanks 
(OHTs) at various places in 
Sopore. The DDC directed 
the executing agencies to 
complete all statutory and 
procedural formalities on 
priority and ensure that 
construction works are 
taken up at the earliest to 
strengthen drinking water 
infrastructure and improve 
water supply in the town.

AANITS Hails Appointment of Prof. 
Anurag Misra as Director NIT Srinagar

DC Budgam chairs DLSCC 
meeting; clears SRO-43 cases
Instructs on speedy disposal for relief 
to affected familiesAZHAR HAJINI

SRINAGAR: The REC/
NIT Srinagar Alumni 
Association (AANITS) has 
welcomed the appointment 
of  Prof. Anurag Misra as 
the Full-Time Director 
of  the National Institute 
of  Technology (NIT) Sri-
nagar, describing it as a 
landmark moment in the 
institute’s journey towards 
academic excellence and 
institutional growth.

 In a statement issued 
here, the Association 
extended its heartfelt con-
gratulations to Prof. Misra 
and expressed confidence 
that his vast academic and 
administrative experience 
would usher NIT Srinagar 
into a new era of  innova-
tion, research, global col-
laboration and academic 
distinction. AANITS Presi-
dent Er. Malay Chatterjee 
said the alumni fraternity 
across the globe warmly 
welcomes Prof. Misra’s 
appointment and looks 
forward to working closely 
with the institute under his 
visionary leadership.

“The appointment of  a 
full-time Director brings 
renewed direction and sta-
bility to our alma mater. 
We are confident that 

Prof. Misra will lead NIT 
Srinagar towards greater 
academic excellence, cut-
ting-edge research, stron-
ger industry partnerships 
and enhanced global vis-
ibility. The alumni com-
munity stands firmly com-
mitted to supporting every 
initiative aimed at the 
growth of  the institution,” 
he said. Vice President 
Er. Sayyed Parvez termed 
the appointment a posi-
tive development for the 
institute and hoped that 
the new leadership would 
further strengthen student 
welfare, infrastructure 
development and alumni 
engagement.

 “A vibrant partner-
ship between the institute 
and its alumni can signifi-
cantly contribute to NIT 

Srinagar’s continued prog-
ress. We look forward to 
meaningful collaboration 
in advancing the institute’s 
national and international 
standing,” he added. Gen-
eral Secretary Er. Irfan 
Bashir Ashai said the 
alumni association is opti-
mistic that Prof. Misra’s 
tenure will promote a cul-
ture of  innovation, entre-
preneurship and academic 
excellence while fostering 
stronger institutional con-
nect with alumni spread 
across the world.

Additional Secretary, 
Publicity & Media Affairs, 
Er. Farhan Manzoor Shah, 
said the appointment has 
generated a renewed sense 
of  optimism among the 
alumni fraternity. “The 
alumni of  NIT Srinagar 
see this appointment as the 
beginning of  a new chapter 
for our institution. We are 
confident that under Prof. 
Anurag Misra’s dynamic 
leadership, NIT Srinagar 
will scale new heights in 
academics, research, inno-
vation and global outreach. 
AANITS remains commit-
ted to working shoulder to 
shoulder with the institute 
in achieving its long-term 
vision andaspirations,” he 
said.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Budgam, 
Athar Aamir Khan, 
Thursday chaired a meet-
ing of  the District Level 
Screening-cum-Coordina-
tion Committee (DLSCC) 
to review and clear cases 
under SRO-43 for compas-
sionate appointment in 
favour of  the next of  kin 
of  terror victims in the 
district.

During the meeting, the 
committee recommended 
cases for compassionate 
appointment after a thor-
ough scrutiny of  the appli-
cants’ credentials and veri-
fication reports. The cases 
have been referred to the 
General Administration 
Department (GAD) for 
further necessary action.

The cases were cleared 
after detailed deliberations 
and discussion  by the com-
mittee members.

At the outset, the 
Deputy Commissioner 

stressed the need for 
the speedy disposal and 
clearance of  such cases 
to ensure timely relief  to 
the affected families. He 
observed that affected 
families have high expecta-
tions from the government 
and deserve prompt assis-
tance and support.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner further directed all 
concerned departments to 
ensure that all required 
formalities and verifica-
tions are completed within 
the stipulated timeframe 
for timely disposal of  cases 
at the District level.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (ADC) 
Budgam, Assistant Com-
missioner Revenue (ACR), 
senior officers from CRPF, 
District Information Officer 
(DIO), Deputy Superinten-
dent of  Police (Headquar-
ters), Deputy Superinten-
dent of  Police, CID (CIK), 
Tehsildar Beerwah, and  
Tehsildar Budgam.

DC Kulgam reviews ULBs functioning, 

ongoing developmental projects

District-Level Sensitization Workshop 
on Tobacco Control held in B'pora

DC Kulgam visits Ziyarat Sharief 
Mir Syed Hussain Simnani (RA)

Drugs & Food Control Organisation 

J&K intensifies Market Surveillance

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam Thursday 
reviewed the function-
ing of  the Urban Local 
Bodies (ULBs) of  the dis-
trict, including Municipal 
Council  Kulgam, Munici-
pal Committees of  Devsar, 
Yaripora and Frisal.

Detailed discussions 
were held on sanitation, 
solid waste management, 
revenue generation, civic 
amenities, and the prog-
ress of  various ongoing 
developmental works of  
ULBs of  the district.

The meeting assessed 
the status of  major devel-
opmental projects under 
MC Kulgam, including the 
establishment of  the vend-
ing zone at Kulgam, develop-
ment civic works at Ziyarat 
Sharief  at Kulgam, creation 
of  on-street parking near 
District Hospital, and other 
infrastructure works.

The Deputy Com-
missioner directed the 
concerned officers to 
strengthen monitoring 

mechanisms, improve ser-
vice delivery, address oper-
ational issues on priority, 
and ensure timely comple-
tion of  all developmental 
projects while maintaining 
quality standards.

A detailed review of  the 
Solid Waste Management 
system was also under-
taken, including the oper-
ationalization of  trommel 
machines and correspond-
ing substantial increases in 
user charges.

The DC directed the con-
cerned officers to ensure 
optimum utilization of  
available infrastructure 
and uninterrupted opera-
tion of  facilities for sci-
entific processing, seg-
regation and disposal of  
municipal solid waste.

He emphasized achiev-
ing 100 percent door-to-

door waste collection, 
strengthening source seg-
regation, ensuring timely 
transportation of  waste 
and proper waste disposal, 
and maintaining regular 
monitoring for improved 
sanitation and environ-
mental sustainability.

The progress of  the 
Solid Waste Management 
(SWM) project at Yaripora, 
which is nearing comple-
tion, was also reviewed. 
The Deputy Commissioner 
discussed the proposal for 
installation of  a trommel 
machine at the Yaripora 
SWM facility and directed 
the concerned officers to 
expedite the necessary 
formalities for its estab-
lishment at the earliest to 
further strengthen the dis-
trict’s solid waste manage-
ment infrastructure.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a major 
initiative to strengthen 
post-market surveillance 
of  medicines, the Drugs 
& Food Control Organisa-
tion, J&K conducted a spe-
cial sampling drive across 
the districts of  Srinagar, 
Baramulla and Kupwara 
to ensure that only safe, 
efficacious and quality 
medicines are available to 
patients.

The special drive with 
more than 30 inspections 
in medical sale establish-
ments was carried out by 
teams of  Drugs Control 
Officers from the three 
districts, with a focused 
strategy of  lifting statutory 
drug samples of  medicines 
manufactured by various 
lesser-known pharmaceu-
tical companies.

13 samples have been 
drawn for detailed quality 
testing and dispatched to 
notified Government Drug 
Testing Laboratories to 
ascertain their compliance 
with the prescribed quality 
standards under the Drugs 

and Cosmetics Act, 1940 
and the Rules.

During the drive, opera-
tion of  one chemist M/s 
Aleena Medicate, near 
Jawaharlal Nehru Memo-
rial Hospital, Rainawari, 
was suspended for one 
day, for absence of  quali-
fied person.

The drive forms part of  
the Department's intensi-
fied market surveillance 
programme aimed at pro-
actively monitoring the 
quality of  medicines avail-
able in the supply chain. By 
targeting products manu-
factured by lesser-known 
companies, the department 
seeks to strengthen regula-
tory oversight and ensure 
that medicines reaching 
the public conform to 
established standards of  
safety, efficacy and quality.

Khalid Jahangeer, 
Commissioner, Food and 
Drugs Administration, 
J&K, reiterated that the 
Department remains 
steadfast in its commit-
ment to ensuring that 
every patient in the Union 
Territory has access to 

safe, effective and qual-
ity medicines. He said 
that surveillance and 
enforcement activities 
will continue to be inten-
sified across Jammu and 
Kashmir and warned that 
stringent action under the 
provisions of  the Drugs 
and Cosmetics Act will be 
taken against any manu-
facturer, distributor or 
retailer found dealing in 
drugs that fail to meet pre-
scribed quality standards.

The special drive was 
conducted under the over-
all supervision of  Rajesh 
Kumar, State Drugs Con-
troller, J&K, who stated 
that the Department has 
adopted a robust risk-
based surveillance mech-
anism to safeguard public 
health. He emphasized 
that regular statutory 
sampling, rigorous qual-
ity testing and continu-
ous market monitoring 
are essential to maintain 
the integrity of  the phar-
maceutical supply chain 
and protect patients from 
substandard or non-com-
pliant medicines.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA:  To 
strengthen tobacco con-
trol measures and pro-
mote a tobacco-free envi-
ronment, a District-Level 
Sensitization Workshop 
for Heads of  Institu-
tions and key stakehold-
ers under the National 
Tobacco Control Pro-
gramme (NTCP) and the 
Cigarettes and Other 
Tobacco Products Act 
(COTPA), 2003 was held 
on Thursday at the Con-
ference Hall, Mini Secre-
tariat, Bandipora.

The workshop was 
organised by the Tobacco 
Control Cell, Directorate 
of  Health Services, Kash-
mir, in collaboration with 
the Health Department 
Bandipora. Chief  Medical 
Officer (CMO) Bandipora, 
Dr. Bhajan Kour, presided 
over the programme.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Bhajan Kour 
highlighted the harm-
ful effects of  tobacco 
consumption on public 
health and stressed the 
importance of  effective 
implementation of  the 
provisions of  COTPA, 
2003. She called upon 
all stakeholders to work 
in close coordination to 
create greater awareness, 
ensure compliance with 
tobacco control laws, and 
protect the younger gen-

eration from the ill effects 
of  tobacco use.

The workshop was 
attended by officers from 
the National Tobacco 
Control Programme 
(NTCP), Directorate of  
Health Services Kashmir 
(DHSK), who delivered 
technical presentations 
on tobacco control.

On the occasion, Dr. 
Nabeel, District Nodal 
Officer, NTCP Bandipo-
ra, delivered a compre-
hensive  presentation on 
the health hazards of  
tobacco use, while offi-
cers from DHSK made 
presentations on the 
objectives of  NTCP, the 
provisions of  COTPA, 
2003, and strategies for 
the effective implemen-
tation and enforcement 
of  tobacco control mea-
sures.

The workshop sensi-
tised participants about 
the objectives of  the 
National Tobacco Control 
Programme, the legal pro-
visions of  COTPA, 2003, 

and the role of  various 
departments in enforc-
ing tobacco control mea-
sures.

Discussions also 
focused on strengthening 
inter-departmental coor-
dination for the effective 
implementation of  the 
Act across the district.

Heads of  Institutions 
and representatives 
from the Revenue, Police, 
Health, Drug and Food 
Safety, Education, Munic-
ipal Council, Municipal 
Committees, Panchayati 
Raj Institutions (PRIs), 
N o n - G o v e r n m e n t a l 
Organisations (NGOs), 
and the Media participat-
ed in the workshop.

The participants 
reaffirmed their com-
mitment to supporting 
tobacco control initia-
tives through sustained 
awareness, coordinated 
enforcement, and active 
community participation, 
with the aim of  promot-
ing a healthier and tobac-
co-free Bandipora.
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KULGAM: De puty 
Commissioner Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam, Thursday 
visited Ziyarat Sharief  
Mir Syed Hussain Sim-
nani (RA) to review the 
arrangements and assess 
the proposed renovation 
and preservation works at 
the revered shrine.

During the visit, the 
Deputy Commissioner was 
informed that the Detailed 
Project Report (DPR) for 
the renovation/preserva-
tion and upgradation of  the 
Ziyarat Sharief  is under 
preparation.The DPR will 
be submitted expeditiously 
once all requirements and 
assesments are done by the 
stakeholders including the 
local shrine management 
committee.

The project aims to 
improve the shrine's infra-
structure, enhance facili-
ties for devotees while  pre-
serving its religious and 
heritage significance.The 
renovation will be in line 
with the preservation of the 
shrine  heritage.

The Deputy Commission-
er directed the concerned 
departments to ensure sub-
mission of  the project pro-
posal while maintaining the 
sanctity and architectural 
heritage of  the shrine after 

taking into consideration all 
suggestions. He emphasized 
that all required works, 
encompassing shrine pres-
ervation and beautification 
works to building public ame-
nities and essential services 
must be comprehensively 
incorporated adhering to the 
prescribed quality standards.

The officers accompany-
ing the DC briefed him on 
the proposed components 
of  the project. He inter-
acted with the Shrine man-
aging committee who  put 
forth their suggestions for 
the shrine renovation and 
preservation.

On the occasion, the 
need for developing essen-
tial public facilities at the 
shrine was discussed and 
desired that the works ben-
efiting devotees and enhanc-
ing the overall experience of  
visitors at the shrine may be 
taken up also.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner was accompanied by 
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Kulgam,

Viqar Ahmed Giri, 
Superintendent Engineer 
Er. Fayaz Ahmad, Execu-
tive Engineer Er. Javid 
Ahmad,Tehsildar Kulgam 
Nisar Ahmad Wani, Assis-
tant Executive Engineer Er. 
Gowhar Hussain,  Executive 
Officer, MC Kulgam, Mohd 
Irfan, and other officials.
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DIRECTORATE OF FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES J&K, UT
SRINAGAR/JAMMU

Tel: 0194-2455061, 2452068 E.mail: info.fesjk@jk.gov.in
Shri Mushtaq Ahmad Mir, 
(Sub Officer-M),
 S/o Mohd Sultan Mir, 
R/o Mir Mohalla Kupwara.

Subject: 3rd and Final Attendance Notice.
Whereas, Shri Mushtaq Ahmad Mir, Sub Officer (M), has remained unauthorizedly absent from duty on repeated occasions, 

and despite earlier opportunities extended by the Department, the matter relating to his unauthorized absence has remained 
under examination in accordance with the applicable service rules.

Whereas, after having been permitted to resume duties, it has been reported by the Joint Director, Fire & Emergency Services, 
Kashmir Range, Srinagar, vide Letter No. JDF&ES-K/Estt/F-21/2026/2268-69 dated 04.06.2026, that you again remained 
unauthorizedly absent from duty with effect from 25.04.2026 and have not resumed your duties thereafter.

Whereas, in order to afford you sufficient opportunity, Attendance Notice I and Attendance Notice II were issued vide Nos. 
JDF&ES-K/Estt/F-21/2026/2415-19 dated 12.06.2026 and JDF&ES-K/Estt/F-21/2026/2652-56 dated 30.06.2026, 
respectively. The said notices were served through the Assistant Director, Fire & Emergency Services, Command Kupwara, as 
well as through the Station House Officer, Police Station Kupwara. You were also repeatedly directed through local departmental 
functionaries and telephonic communications to report for duty. However, despite these opportunities, you have neither resumed 
your duties nor furnished any satisfactory explanation for your continued absence.

Whereas, the medical and disability related documents submitted by you have been taken on record and examined by the 
Department. However, the same do not dispense with the requirement of obtaining prior sanction of leave or reporting for duty in 
accordance with the applicable service rules.

Now, therefore, through the medium of this 3rd (Final) Attendance Notice, you are hereby directed to report for duty at your 
place of posting within 10 (ten) days from the date of issuance of this Notice.

In case you fail to report for duty within the stipulated period or fail to furnish any satisfactory explanation, it shall be construed 
that you are unwilling to continue in Government service, and the Department shall be constrained to initiate appropriate action 
under Article 128 of the Jammu and Kashmir Civil Service Regulations, Volume I, and such other provisions of the applicable 
service rules, including disciplinary proceedings, as may be warranted in the facts and circumstances of the case.

You are, therefore, advised to treat this as your final opportunity to resume your duties and explain your unauthorized absence, 
failing which further action shall be taken strictly in accordance with law without any further notice.
No: DFES-ESST0PER/22/2024-02 (CC-7504027)  Alok Kumar-IPS (ADGP) 
Dated: 30.07.2026  Director,
DIPK-3928-26  Fire & Emergency Services, J&K, 
DT: 30/07/2026 Srinagar/Jammu.

‘J&K has 12.75 lakh ST 
population, Ladakh 2.18 
lakh as per Census 2011’

RAJA SYED RATHER

SRINAGAR: Jammu & 
Kashmir has a Sched-
uled Tribe (ST) popula-
tion of  12,75,106, while 
Ladakh has 2,18,193 ST 
population as per the 
Census 2011, the Centre 
informed the Lok Sabha 
on Thursday.

The information was 
provided by Minister of  
State for Tribal Affairs 
Durgadas Uikey in 
response to an unstarred 
question by Lok Sabha 
MP Shri Rajkumar Roat 
regarding the Sched-
uled Tribe population 

in Union Territories and 
benefits being provided 
to tribal communities.

The ministry, said 
the latest census-based 
figures of  the ST popula-
tion would be available 
after the release of  the 
next population census. 
It added that the Gov-
ernment continues to 
support the welfare and 
socio-economic develop-
ment of  tribal commu-
nities through various 
schemes covering infra-
structure, education, 
health, livelihoods and 
other basic services.

On reservation, the 

Centre said political res-
ervation for STs in Union 
Territories is provided in 
proportion to their popu-
lation under applicable 
laws in UTs having noti-
fied ST populations. For 
administrative services, 
reservation in direct 
recruitment follows the 
DoPT policy, which pro-
vides 7.5% reservation for 
STs at the all-India level, 
while higher reservation 
may be provided in UT/
local cadre recruitment in 
areas having a substantial 
ST population, as notified 
by the concerned admin-
istration—(KNO)

CM Omar reviews key development 

projects, public issues in G'bal
GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Chief  
Minister Omar Abdullah 
Thursday undertook an 
extensive tour of  Gander-
bal district, holding a series 
of  public engagements and 
chairing a review meeting 
to assess the progress of  
key developmental proj-
ects and obtain a first-hand 
account of  issues affecting 
the district.

Beginning his visit, the 
Chief  Minister inspected 
the ongoing construc-
tion of  the New Bus Adda 
Road, a vital infrastructure 
project expected to signifi-
cantly ease traffic conges-
tion in the area. Stressing 
the importance of  timely 
completion, he directed 
the executing agencies to 
expedite the pace of  work 
so that the road could be 
dedicated to the public at 
the earliest.

During the inspection, 
the Chief  Minister was 
accompanied by his Advi-
sor Nasir Aslam Wani, 
Deputy Commissioner 
Ganderbal Jatin Kishore, 
Chief  Engineer, Roads & 
Buildings Department, and 
other senior engineers and 
officials associated with 
the execution of  the proj-
ect.

Later, the Chief  Minister 
chaired a review meeting to 
take stock of  the progress 
of  major development ini-
tiatives and deliberate on 
long-pending public issues 
in the district. The meeting 
focused on road connectiv-
ity, irrigation infrastruc-
ture, flood protection mea-
sures, sewerage facilities, 
solid waste management, 
land acquisition and other 
critical projects aimed at 
improving public service 

delivery.
The meeting was attend-

ed by Advisor to the Chief  
Minister Nasir Aslam 
Wani, Commissioner Sec-
retary, Housing & Urban 
Development Department 
Mandeep Kaur, Managing 
Director, J&K State Power 
Development Corporation, 
Deputy Commissioners of  
Srinagar, Ganderbal and 
Bandipora, Director Tour-
ism Kashmir, Chief  Engi-
neer R&B, Chief  Engineer 
Irrigation & Flood Con-
trol, Secretary J&K Sports 
Council, district officers 
and other senior officials. 
The outstation officers 
attended the meeting via 
video conferencing.

At the outset, Deputy 
Commissioner Gander-
bal presented a detailed 
overview of  the district’s 
priority development 
issues requiring urgent 
government intervention. 
He highlighted the need to 
expedite land acquisition 
for several road widening 
projects and the approach 
road to the Paribal–Takan-
wari bridge, to strengthen 
irrigation canals and 
power canal embankments, 
improving road connectivi-
ty to the Central University 
of  Kashmir, development 
of  tourism infrastructure 

and a Sewage Treatment 
Plant (STP) at Manasbal.

Deputy Commissioner 
Ganderbal also raised 
issues relating to the reha-
bilitation of  shopkeep-
ers displaced due to the 
widening of  Ring Road 
Phase-II, construction of  
strategic link roads, estab-
lishment of  an Integrated 
Solid Waste Management 
Plant, besides several other 
people-centric initiatives 
aimed at enhancing infra-
structure and public ser-
vices across the district.

After reviewing the 
projects in detail, the 
Chief  Minister directed all 
concerned departments 
to work in close coordina-
tion to remove bottlenecks, 
expedite pending approvals 
and ensure the time-bound 
completion of  all ongoing 
and proposed developmen-
tal works.

He emphasized that 
delays in execution should 
be minimizedand directed 
the departments to main-
tain close inter-departmen-
tal coordination so that the 
benefits of  development 
reach the people without 
unnecessary delay.

The Chief  Minister reit-
erated that the government 
remains committed to bal-
anced and inclusive devel-

opment across Jammu 
and Kashmir, with a focus 
on strengthening infra-
structure, improving civic 
amenities and addressing 
genuine public concerns 
through efficient gover-
nance and coordinated 
action.

During his visit, the 
Chief  Minister also met 
several public deputations 
and individuals at Dak 
Bungalow Ganderbal, and 
patiently heard their griev-
ances and development-
related demands.

The deputations repre-
sented various areas of  the 
district, including Safapo-
ra, Nuner, Manigam, Lar, 
Sherpathri, Shallabugh, 
Waskura, Wakura, Manas-
bal, Gutlibagh, Beehama, 
Rangil, Saloora, Wayil, 
Batwina and other villages.

The deputations raised 
a wide range of  issues con-
cerning drinking water 
supply, irrigation facili-
ties, desilting of  canals, 
upgradation of  educa-
tional and healthcare 
institutions, availability 
of  adequate staff  in health 
centres, development of  
playgrounds and new 
playfields, sports infra-
structure, tourism-related 
facilities and other local 
development concerns.

Police attach 
properties of 5 
Pak based terror 
handlers in Reasi

YOGESH

JAMMU: In a major blow to the 
terror ecosystem, Jammu and 
Kashmir Police have attached 
the immovable properties of five 
Pakistan-based terror handlers 
in Reasi district.

In a statement issued, an 
official spokesman said that the 
properties of five Pakistan-based 
terror handlers were attached 
during the investigation in a 
case registered under relevant 
sections at the Police Station in 
Mahore, district Reasi.

The attachment proceedings 
were carried out by a police team 
in the presence of the Executive 
Magistrate, Mahore and local 
witnesses, it said.

The statement stated that 
immovable properties belonging 
to Alaf Din alias Mir Baj Ghulam 
Mohd alias Gamma, Mohammad 
Asraf, Shabir Ahmad and Bihar 
Din, all residents of Mahore, 
Reasi were attached. “The 
identified persons intended to 
facilitate and finance terrorist 
activities through sale proceeds 
of these properties,” it added.

The statement said, “During 
the investigation, credible evi-
dence established that the 
accused persons had exfiltrated 
to Pakistan for terrorist training 
and are presently operating as 
terror handlers from across the 
border, actively promoting, facili-
tating and coordinating terrorist 
activities.”

“The investigation further 
revealed that these properties 
were liable to be alienated, with 
the proceeds intended to finance 
and sustain terrorist operations. 
Based on the findings, Police, 
after obtaining the requisite 
approval from the Police HQ 
J&K, attached the properties 
under the relevant provisions of 
the Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act, 1967, to prevent their 
misuse for terror financing,” the 
statement said.—(KNO) 

CONNECTIVITY WOES

Bridgeless Bagandar: Tral 

residents seek permanent link
JAHANGEER GANAIE

PULWAMA: Residents 
of  Bagandar village in the 
Satoora area of  Tral subdi-
vision in South Kashmir's 
Pulwama district have 
appealed to the adminis-
tration to construct a per-
manent bridge over a local 
nallah, saying the lack of  a 
proper crossing has left the 
area cut off  for years and 
continues to endanger lives.

Villagers  said that 
although a road project 
has been sanctioned for the 
area, its purpose cannot be 
fulfilled unless a bridge is 
first constructed across the 
stream.

"A road without a bridge 
is of  no use. The bridge is 
the missing link that will 
connect our village with the 
rest of  the area," residents 
said, urging the authorities 
to prioritise the project.

According to locals, the 
absence of  a permanent 
bridge has severely affected 
their daily lives, particularly 
during the summer months 
when the water level in the 
nallah rises. They said the 
temporary wooden struc-
ture currently being used 
is frequently washed away, 
leaving the village discon-
nected from nearby areas.

Tanveer Ahmad, a 
resident, said the situa-
tion becomes particularly 
alarming during medical 
emergencies. "Patients 
often have to be carried on 

shoulders across the stream 
because vehicles cannot 
reach them. Students also 
suffer immensely as many 
are unable to attend school 
regularly due to the unsafe 
crossing," he said.

He added that several 
people have sustained inju-
ries over the years while 
attempting to cross the 
nallah, but despite repeated 
appeals, no concrete action 
has been taken by the con-
cerned authorities.

Residents said they have 
approached various gov-
ernment departments and 
officials on numerous occa-
sions, requesting the con-
struction of  a permanent 
bridge, but their demand 
has remained unresolved.

"The bridge is not a 
luxury but a basic necessi-
ty. It will ensure safe move-
ment for schoolchildren, 
patients, elderly people and 
farmers, besides improving 
access to essential services," 
they said.

The villagers also 

expressed disappointment 
over what they described 
as years of  official neglect 
despite their active par-
ticipation in democratic 
processes and government 
programmes.

"We have always ful-
filled our responsibilities 
as citizens by participating 
in elections and supporting 
government initiatives. In 
return, we only seek basic 
infrastructure that every 
village deserves," they said.

Residents have appealed 
to Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha, Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah, Tral 
MLA Rafiq Ahmad Naik 
and Deputy Commissioner 
Pulwama to personally 
intervene and expedite the 
construction of  the bridge.

They said the proposed 
road project would only 
become meaningful once the 
bridge is completed, urging 
the administration to treat 
the issue as a priority in the 
interest of  public safety and 
development—(KNO)

FILE PIC

'Centre has not assessed climate change 
impact on Changpa Community in Ladakh'

RAJA SYED RATHER

LEH: The Ministry of  Tribal 
Affairs has not undertaken 
any study to assess the 
impact of  climate change, 
shrinking grazing pastures, 
changing snowfall patterns 
and declining livestock pro-
ductivity on the livelihood 
and traditional nomadic life-
style of  the Changpa tribal 
community in Ladakh, the 
Centre informed the Lok 
Sabha on Thursday.

The information was given 
by Minister of State for Tribal 
Affairs Durgadas Uikey in 
response to a question by 
Lok Sabha member Moham-
mad Haneefa, who sought 
details on the impact of  cli-
mate change on the Changpa 
community, welfare schemes, 
special interventions, funds 
released for Changthang and 
measures to protect the com-

munity’s traditional liveli-
hood and culture.

The ministry, said Chang-
pa families are eligible ben-
eficiaries under various wel-
fare and livelihood schemes, 
including PM-JANMAN, 
Dharti Aaba Janjatiya 
Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan 
(DAJGUA), Eklavya Model 
Residential Schools, schol-
arships for ST students and 
the Pradhan Mantri Jan-
jatiya Vikas Mission.

It said targeted interven-
tions under DAJGUA include 
Mobile Medical Units, mobile 
network delivery, residential 
hostel facilities and pucca 
housing under PM-AWAS 
(Gramin). Livelihood and 
income enhancement sup-
port for Pashmina wool 
production, marketing link-
ages and value addition is 
also being provided through 
TRIFED.

On funding, the ministry 
said TRIFED has released 
₹15 lakh under PMJVM for 
establishment of  a Van Dhan 
Vikas Kendra (VDVK) at 
Durbuk. Funds sanctioned 
and released for Eklavya 
Model Residential Schools 
to the UT of Ladakh over the 
last five years stood at ₹10 
lakh in 2021-22, ₹450 lakh in 
2022-23, ₹800 lakh in 2023-24, 
₹17.41 lakh in 2024-25 and ₹400 
lakh in 2025-26.

The ministry further said 
TRIFED procured Pashmina 
products worth ₹1.88 crore 
from Ladakh-based artisans 
during the last five years, 
while an empanelment camp 
is proposed in the Changth-
ang region in August 2026 
to identify eligible Changpa 
artisans and facilitate their 
participation in market-
ing and procurement pro-
grammes—(KNO)

Bear mauls two in Bandipora’s Aloosa
KNO CORRESPONDENT

BANDIPORA: Two persons were injured in a bear 
attack in the Ketson area of  Aloosa in north Kashmir’s 
Bandipora district on Thursday, officials said.

An official said that the incident took place in the 
Ketson area when a bear attacked the two individuals, 
leaving them injured.

He said the injured were immediately shifted to a 
nearby medical facility for treatment. Their identities 
and the nature of  their injuries were not immediately 
known. Meanwhile, officials said further details are 
awaited and an investigation has been taken up—(KNO)

Man found dead at Srinagar’s Baghat
AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: A 40-year-old man was found dead at his 
residence in the Rawathpora Baghat area of  Srinagar on 
Thursday, officials said.

An official said that the man was found with injuries 
reportedly caused by a sharp-edged object inside his 
house. He said police rushed to the spot soon after the 
incident and took the body into custody.

The deceased was identified as Ajaz Ahmad Wani (40), 
son of Ghulam Mohammad Wani, a resident of Rawathpora 
Baghat. Meanwhile, police have initiated proceedings to 
ascertain the circumstances surrounding the death—(KNO)

Body recovered 
from Baba 
Demb canal 
in Srinagar, 
investigation 
launched

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: An 
unidentified body was 
recovered from a water 
canal in the Baba Demb 
area of  Srinagar on 
Thursday morning, 
eyewitnesses said.

An eyewitness said 
that the body was found 
wrapped in a bathtub 
and floating in the 
canal, following which 
locals informed the 
police.

He said that soon 
after receiving the 
information, a police 
team rushed to the spot 
and is examining the 
body while awaiting the 
arrival of  the Forensic 
Science Laboratory 
(FSL) team.

Police have launched 
an investigation to 
ascertain the identity 
of  the deceased and 
the circumstances sur-
rounding the incident. 
Further details are 
awaited—(KNO) 

Secy RDD asks DCs to fast-track 

cluster-based waste management
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Secre-
tary, Rural Development 
Department (RDD)  and 
Panchayati Raj, Muham-
mad Aijaz Asad, on Thurs-
day directed all Deputy 
Commissioners to fast-
track implementation 
of  the Swachh Bharat 
Mission-Grameen (SBM-
G) by adopting cluster-
based waste management 
systems, operationalis-
ing Door-to-Door (D2D) 
waste collection in every 
village, expediting sanita-
tion infrastructure works 
and strengthening com-
munity participation to 
build clean, healthy and 
sustainable rural commu-
nities across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Chairing a comprehen-
sive review meeting on 
the overall performance 
of  SBM-G and implemen-
tation of  District Sanita-
tion Plans, the Secretary 
reviewed the physical and 
financial progress of  sani-
tation projects across the 
Union Territory.

The meeting was 
attended by Director Gen-
eral, Rural Sanitation, 
all District Development 
Commissioners, Direc-
tor Finance, RDD, Super-
intending Engineers, 
REW (Jammu/Kashmir), 
Deputy Directors, Rural 
Sanitation, Assistant Com-
missioners Panchayats and 

Executive Engineers of  
REW.

Appreciating the pre-
sentations made by Ban-
dipora and Budgam, Aijaz 
Asad said the innovative 
sanitation models adopted 
by the two districts have 
the potential to serve as 
templates for replica-
tion across Jammu and 
Kashmir. He advocated a 
cluster-based approach to 
solid waste management, 
enabling adjoining blocks 
to pool financial resources, 
machinery and manpower 
for efficient and financially 
sustainable waste manage-
ment systems.

The Secretary stressed 
the need to identify and 
map village-level waste 
collection points, establish 
secondary collection cen-
tres wherever required and 
prepare scientific trans-
portation routes for waste 
collection vehicles. He 
also encouraged districts 
to explore Public-Private 
Partnership (PPP) and Via-
bility Gap Funding (VGF) 
models while making opti-
mum use of  departmental 
machinery and resources.

He further instructed all 
districts to prepare Gram 
Panchayat-wise invento-
ries of  sanitation assets, 
clearly assign operation 
and maintenance respon-
sibilities and draw up 
monthly maintenance 
schedules to ensure the 
sustained functionality of  
completed infrastructure.

Aijaz Asad directed all 
districts to operationalise 
Door-to-Door (D2D) waste 
collection in every village. 
He asked officials to final-
ise collection routes, map 
all households and com-
mercial establishments, 
engage collection agen-
cies and develop forward 
linkages with recycling 
industries, cement plants 
and other authorised 
agencies for scientific 
processing and disposal 
of  waste.

To make sanitation 
systems financially sus-
tainable, the Secretary 
instructed districts to 
generate own-source rev-
enue through user charges 
and the sale of  compost, 
recyclable material and 
e-waste.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 

Broadcasting

Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

How J&K Can 
Weather the Storm

T
he India Meteorological Depart-
ment’s latest weather advisory isn't 
just a routine forecast—it’s a wake-
up call. With heavy rain, thunder-
storms, and potential downpours 

heading our way, both the administration and 
everyday citizens need to pay close attention.
We’ve seen this script play out too many times 
before. Flash floods, sudden cloudbursts, and 
mudslides are no longer rare, isolated inci-
dents; they are becoming a seasonal reality, 
especially across the fragile hills of the Jammu 
division. Roads get cut off, homes suffer, and 
tragically, lives are lost. We can no longer 
afford to brush off these warnings as minor 
inconveniences.
Staying ahead of the storm requires immedi-
ate, coordinated action:
Keep Emergency Teams Ready: Disaster 
response crews and local emergency services 
should be on standby now, not after the rivers 
begin to rise.
Watch Critical Arteries: Unstable slopes along 
major transit routes—like the Jammu-Srinagar 
National Highway—need continuous monitor-
ing. Cleared roads mean open lifelines.
Communicate Clearly: Early warnings must 
reach everyone—from remote villagers and 
local farmers to tourists and pilgrims—in plain, 
actionable language. Clear information pre-
vents tragedy; silence breeds panic.
Safety, however, isn't just the government's 
job. As citizens, our choices matter. Avoiding 
non-essential travel during downpours, stay-
ing well clear of swelling streams, and taking 
official advisories seriously can literally save 
lives. A brief pause in our daily routines is a 
small price to pay for safety.
Looking past the next few days, we also have to 
address the bigger picture. Patching up roads 
after they wash away isn't a long-term strat-
egy. Jammu and Kashmir needs smarter drain-
age, better urban planning, slope stabiliza-
tion, and aggressive afforestation. As extreme 
weather events become more frequent, our 
infrastructure has to evolve to match them.
The next few days will certainly test us. But if 
local authorities act fast and the public stays 
cautious, we can weather this safely togeth-
er. Preparedness and common sense—not 
panic—will always be our best defense.

Broken, But Not Forsaken
A Message Of Hope For Today’s Youth

AMIR SHAFI RATHER

W
e are living in a time when 
many young people look 
happy on social media, but 
inside they are fighting 
battles that no one can 

see. Many are struggling with stress, 
anxiety, loneliness, broken relationships, 
unemployment, studies, family problems, 
and fear about the future. They smile in 
front of  others but cry when they are 
alone. Looking for peace, some fall into 
the trap of  drugs, addiction, and other 
harmful habits, thinking these things 
will help them forget their pain. But 
they never do. They only make life more 
difficult and take people further away 
from real peace.

To every young person who feels tired, 
broken, or hopeless today, remember one 
thing: you are never alone. Allah is with 
you. He knows every tear you have cried, 
every pain hidden in your heart, and every 
prayer you have made in silence. Even 
if  people do not understand you, Allah 
understands you. Even if  everyone leaves 
you, Allah never will.

Many of  us ask, “Why is this happening 
to me?” We wonder why our prayers seem 
delayed, why our dreams do not come true, 
and why every door seems to close. But we 
often forget that Allah knows what we do not 
know. Sometimes He closes one door because 
He is preparing a better one. Sometimes He 
delays our wishes because the right time 
has not yet come. What we see as a problem 
today may become the biggest blessing of  
our lives tomorrow.

The worst thing is not to fail. The worst 
thing is to lose hope in Allah. When a person 
loses hope, they become weak inside. That 
is when many young people choose the 
wrong path. Drugs, bad company, smoking, 
alcohol, and other addictions may look like 
an escape, but they only destroy health, 
families, dreams, and faith. They never 
remove pain; they only increase it. True 

peace is found only by remembering Allah.
At such moments, the beautiful words of  

Allama Muhammad Iqbal give us hope:
“Nahin hai na-umeed Iqbal apni kisht-e-

veeran se,
Zara nam ho to yeh mitti bahut zarkhez 

hai saqi.”
Iqbal reminds us that no matter how 

empty or broken life may seem, we should 
never lose hope. Just as dry land becomes 
green after rain, a heart that turns towards 
Allah with faith can become full of  peace and 
strength again.

Then comes the most powerful message of  
all: “Kun Fayakūn” — “Be, and it is.”

These words remind us that nothing is 
impossible for Allah. If  He wants something 
to happen, He only says “Be,” and it happens. 
He can change your sadness into happiness, 
your failure into success, your weakness 

into strength, and your difficulties into 
ease. What looks impossible to us is always 
possible for Allah. Never think that Allah 
has forgotten your prayers. Every du’a you 
make is heard. Sometimes Allah answers 
immediately. Sometimes He asks us to wait. 
And sometimes He gives us something even 
better than what we asked for. His timing 
is always perfect, even when we do not 
understand it.

Dear youth of  today , never let one bad 
day make you lose hope. Never let temporary 
problems make permanent decisions. If  you 
fail, try again. If  you fall, stand up again. If  
you make mistakes, ask Allah for forgiveness 
and begin again. Pray regularly, read the 
Qur’an, respect your parents, choose good 
friends, and keep your trust in Allah. Every 
step you take towards Him is never wasted.

Always remember that after every night 

comes the morning. After every hardship 
comes ease. Your story is not over. Allah 
is still writing it. The world may say, “It is 
impossible,” but Allah says: “Kun Fayakūn” 
— “Be,” and it is.” So never give up on yourself  
because Allah has not given up on you. Keep 
hope in your heart, faith in your soul, and 
trust in your Creator. No matter how difficult 
life becomes, remember that Allah can change 
everything in a single moment.

May Allah protect our youth from 
hopelessness, depression, drugs, addiction, 
and every wrong path. May He fill their 
hearts with faith, give them strength during 
difficult times, guide them to the right path, 
and bless them with peace, success, and 
happiness in this life and the Hereafter.

Author is serving forest department, 
J&K Govt

USAID Closure Could Reshape Global Donor Influence

NAVEED QAZI

F
or more than six 
decades, the United 
S t a t e s  A g e n c y 
for International 
Development (USAID) 

occupied a central place in the 
global development architecture. 
More than an aid agency, it served 
as an instrument of  American 
foreign policy, supporting 
humanitarian relief, public 
health, education, governance, 
economic development, and 
disaster response in more 
than one hundred countries. 
Its  prog rammes reached 
communities affected by conflict, 
poverty, disease, and natural 
disasters while advancing 
broader US strategic interests.

Most of  its contemporary 
funding took form of  non-
re payable g rants rather 
than direct loans to foreign 
governments.  Its closure 
represents far more than 
the withdrawal of  a major 
donor. Infact, it may reshape 
global development financing, 
humanitarian assistance, and 
geopolitical influence in an 
increasingly multipolar world.

USAID's legacy is difficult 
to assess through a single lens 
because it combines significant 
achievements with enduring 
controversies. Its greatest 
successes were arguably in 
public health. Working with 
governments, international 
organisations,  and local 
partners, the agency expanded 
chi ldhood immunisation, 
reduced maternal and infant 
mortality, strengthened disease 
surveillance, and financed 
responses to HIV/AIDS, malaria, 
tuberculosis, Ebola, and Covid-
19. Through initiatives such 
as the President's Emergency 
Plan for AIDS Relief  (PEPFAR), 
supported by both Republican 
and Democratic administrations, 
millions gained access to life-

saving treatment. Agricultural 
p r o g r a m m e s  i n t r o d u c e d 
improved farming techniques, 
irrigation systems, and climate-
resilient practices that enhanced 
food security across Africa and 
Asia, while emergency operations 
delivered vital assistance during 
famines, conflicts, earthquakes, 
floods, and refugee crises.

B e yo n d  h u m a n i t a r i a n 
assistance, USAID invested 
heavily  in  inst i tutional 
development through judicial 
reforms, election administration, 
anti-corruption initiatives, civil 
society organisations, and local 
governance projects designed to 
strengthen public administration 
and accountability. It also 
supported education, clean 
water, sanitation, electricity, 
women's economic participation, 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p,  a n d 
vocational training, reflecting 
a broad approach to long-term 
development.

Yet USAID remained one of  
the most debated institutions 
in international development. 
Critics argued that development 
assistance was rarely politically 
neutral, with funding priorities 
often aligned with wider US 
foreign policy objectives. 
Governance and democracy-
promotion programmes were 
frequently viewed by some 
recipient governments as 
attempts to influence domestic 
politics, generating diplomatic 
tensions in countries with 
strained relat ions  with 
Washington.

Development economists 
likewise questioned aspects 
of  the aid model. William 
Easterly argued that prolonged 
aid dependence could weaken 
domestic institutions and reduce 
government accountability. 
Dambisa Moyo contended 
that sustained aid in parts of  
Africa fostered dependency 
and discouraged economic self-
reliance, while Angus Deaton 
warned that poorly designed 
assistance could unintentionally 
undermine local institutions. 
Inde pendent  evaluat ions 
have similarly identif ied 
uneven programme outcomes, 
administrative complexity, 
project duplication, and limited 
sustainability once external 
funding ended. Procurement 

practices have also been 
criticised for favouring large 
international contractors over 
local organisations capable of  
maintaining projects after donor 
withdrawal. Within the United 
States, conservative policymakers 
i n c re a s i n g ly  q u e s t i o n e d 
the scale, effectiveness, and 
political priorities of  overseas 
development spending.

The consequences of  USAID's 
closure are likely to be most 
visible in countries where 
essential public services relied 
heavily on external support. 
Healthcare systems in several 
low-income countries depended 
on USAID-funded supply 
chains, laboratories, disease 
surveillance, and community 
health programmes, while 
humanitarian operations 
assisting displaced populations 
also relied substantially on 
American funding. Unless 
alternative donors fill these 
gaps, disruptions could affect 
disease control, food security, 
and maternal and child health. 
In parts of  Africa, the abrupt 
reduction in USAID funding 
has also coincided with growing 
social unrest. Researchers 
have reported increases in 
violent incidents, including 
armed clashes, protests, and 
riots in some aid-dependent 
regions, while humanitarian 
agencies warn that cuts to food 
assistance and basic services 
may exacerbate insecurity and 
criminal activity in already 
fragile states, although weak 
governance, conflict, poverty, 
and illicit trafficking remain the 
principal drivers of  instability.

The international development 
landscape had already become 
increasingly competitive before 
USAID's closure. The European 
Union and its member states 
remain among the world's 
largest providers of  development 
assistance, while Japan's 
International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) continues to 
focus on infrastructure, technical 
cooperation, and disaster 
resilience. Despite reductions 
in its aid budget, the United 
Kingdom remains an important 
donor through the Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development 
Office. Multilateral institutions, 
including the World Bank, 
regional development banks, 
the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), UNICEF, 
the World Food Programme, the 
Global Fund, and Gavi, have also 
become indispensable sources 
of  development finance and 
humanitarian assistance.

 Unlike USAID, which often 
linked development assistance 
with governance reforms, 
Chinese financing generally 
prioritises infrastructure and 
state-to-state cooperation 
while attaching fewer political 
conditions. Supporters argue that 
this approach provides greater 
policy autonomy, whereas 
critics raise concerns about debt 
sustainability, procurement 
transparency, and environmental 
standards.

Other regional powers are also 
expanding their development 
footprint. Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates, Qatar, 
India, Turkey, South Korea, 
and Brazil have increased 

investments in humanitarian 
assistance, renewable energy, 
healthcare, education, and 
infrastructure, reflecting a 
broader shift towards a more 
diversified global aid system.

No single institution is 
likely to replace USAID legacy 
completely. Instead, its former 
influence is expected to be 
shared among bilateral donors, 
multilateral organisations, 
regional development banks, 
philanthropic foundations, and 
private-sector initiatives. Europe 
is likely to remain influential 
in humanitarian assistance 
and governance, China in 
infrastructure financing, Japan 
in technical cooperation, Gulf  
states in strategic investment, 
and multilateral institutions in 
health and poverty reduction.

Historically, political support 
for USAID crossed party 
lines in the United States. 
Republican administrations, 
including those of  Ronald 
Reagan and George W. Bush, 
expanded major global health 
programmes, while Democratic 
administrations placed greater 
emphasis on climate resilience, 
governance, poverty reduction, 
and gender equality. Since its 
closure, however, no coordinated 
international effort has emerged 
to recreate USAID in its previous 
form. Instead, policymakers 
increasingly favour a mix of  
targeted aid, trade, private 
investment, blended finance, 
and stronger domestic capacity-
building, reflecting changing 
views on how development 
should be delivered.

USAID leaves behind a 
complex legacy. Its closure is 
therefore likely to accelerate 
an ongoing redistribution of  
development finance among 
bilateral donors, regional 
powers, multilateral institutions, 
philanthropic organisations, and 
private investors. Rather than 
one institution replacing USAID, 
the global aid architecture is 
poised to become more diffuse, 
and competitive, and shaped by a 
wider strategic and development 
priorities.

Naveed Qazi serves as Editor 
at Large for Science Matters India 
and is a prolific author. Feedback 

at naveedqazi@live.com
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     Agristack And Digitised Jamabandies

Why Accuracy Must Take Precedence Over Speed In J&K
Building India's Digital Agriculture On Foundation Of Reliable Land Records

BHARAT PASHUDHAN APP

A Promising Initiative Needing Practical Reforms

MOHD AMIN MIR

I
ndia is witnessing one of  the most 
ambitious digital governance 
reforms in its agricultural histo-
ry. Just as Aadhaar transformed 
identity verification and the Digi-

tal India initiative revolutionised public 
service delivery, the Government of  
India is now working towards creat-
ing a comprehensive digital ecosystem 
for agriculture through AgriStack. The 
initiative aims to integrate farmers, 
agricultural land records, crop details 
and government services into a unified 
digital platform. It promises to make 
agricultural governance more trans-
parent, efficient and farmer-centric.

However, every digital platform is 
only as reliable as the data it contains. 
In agriculture, the most important data 
is land ownership. If  the ownership 
records are inaccurate, outdated or 
incomplete, the entire digital ecosystem 
will suffer. This is where the Revenue 
Department assumes a pivotal role. In 
Jammu & Kashmir, where digitisation 
of  Jamabandies has made remarkable 
progress, the success of  AgriStack will 
ultimately depend upon the accuracy, 
completeness and legal sanctity of  
these digitised land records.

The concept of  AgriStack was not 
invented by a single individual. Rather, 
it evolved through years of  policy dis-
cussions, technological advancements 
and administrative reforms undertak-
en by the Government of  India, particu-
larly the Ministry of  Agriculture and 
Farmers' Welfare, with support from 
the National Informatics Centre (NIC), 
digital governance experts and various 
State and Union Territory administra-
tions. It is a natural extension of  the 
Digital India programme, combining 
modern information technology with 
agricultural administration.

The vision behind AgriStack is 
simple yet transformative. Every 
farmer will have a unique digital 
identity linked with authentic land 
records, enabling seamless access to 
government schemes, crop insurance, 
institutional credit, soil health informa-
tion, subsidies, weather advisories and 
market intelligence. Instead of  repeat-
edly producing multiple documents 
before different government offices, 
authenticated digital records can sim-
plify procedures while ensuring greater 
transparency.

For Jammu & Kashmir, this initiative 
comes at a time when digitised Jama-
bandies are becoming the backbone 
of  land administration. The Record of  
Rights has traditionally served as the 
primary document establishing owner-
ship, possession and cultivation. Today, 
its digital counterpart is expected to 
perform an even more significant role 
by supporting various e-governance 
initiatives beyond the Revenue Depart-

ment.
Yet, the transition from paper records 

to digital records is not merely a matter 
of  scanning documents or entering data 
into computers. It requires painstaking 
verification, reconciliation of  histori-
cal entries, incorporation of  mutations, 
correction of  ownership shares and 
resolution of  discrepancies that may 
have accumulated over decades. Every 
entry in a digitised Jamabandi carries 
legal consequences. A minor error in 
ownership percentage or survey details 
may create disputes affecting families 
for generations.

This reality makes the role of  the 
Patwari more important than ever 
before. The Patwari has always been 
the first custodian of  land records at 
the grassroots. Whether conducting 
field inspections, attesting mutations, 
maintaining crop records or assisting 
citizens with revenue matters, the Pat-
wari serves as the vital link between 
government policy and rural society.

With digitisation, the responsibili-
ties of  Patwaris have expanded con-
siderably. They are now expected not 
only to maintain conventional records 
but also to verify digital data, reconcile 
historical mutations, examine inheri-
tance cases, ensure proper mapping of  
survey numbers and validate owner-
ship details before records become part 
of  the permanent digital database.

The success of  AgriStack therefore 
rests substantially upon the quality of  
work performed by Patwaris during 
this transition.

Unfortunately, there is often an 
understandable desire to complete digi-
tisation within strict timelines. While 
administrative efficiency is essential, 
excessive emphasis on speed can unin-
tentionally compromise accuracy. Land 
records are unlike ordinary adminis-
trative files. Once errors enter digital 
databases, they are replicated across 
multiple platforms and become increas-
ingly difficult to rectify.

This is particularly relevant in 
Jammu & Kashmir where land owner-
ship patterns are often complex. Joint 
ownership, inheritance over several 
generations, fragmented holdings, his-
torical mutations, tenancy issues and 
multiple shareholders require meticu-
lous examination. Many villages con-
tain land parcels inherited by dozens 
of  legal heirs, each entitled to a specific 
fractional share. Ensuring that every 
shareholder's proportion is mathemati-
cally and legally correct is not a rou-
tine clerical exercise but a specialised 
revenue function requiring knowledge, 
patience and careful verification.

Every digitised Jamabandi should 
therefore reflect one fundamental prin-
ciple: the shares of  all shareholders 
must be one hundred per cent accu-
rate. This objective cannot be achieved 

merely through software. It requires 
human expertise supported by legal 
procedure. Every mutation must be 
examined carefully. Every inheritance 
entry must be verified. Every parti-
tion, sale, gift or exchange reflected 
in revenue records must correspond 
accurately with the existing ownership 
pattern.

Wherever ambiguity exists, proper 
verification under the provisions of  
the revenue law should precede digital 
finalisation. Public participation can 
also play an important role. Reading 
digitised Jamabandies before villag-
ers, inviting objections and correcting 
genuine mistakes before records are 
frozen can significantly improve the 
credibility of  the entire exercise.

Such an approach will not only 
reduce future litigation but also 
strengthen public confidence in digital 
governance.

AgriStack itself  offers enormous 
opportunities for farmers. Once reli-
able land records become available, 
numerous public services can be deliv-
ered more efficiently. Farmers may 
receive quicker benefits under welfare 
schemes, easier access to institutional 
credit, improved crop insurance settle-
ments and better agricultural adviso-
ries based on authentic land informa-
tion. Policymakers can also formulate 
more effective programmes by relying 
upon accurate village-level agricultur-
al data. Banks, insurance companies 
and government agencies will likewise 
benefit from authentic records, reduc-
ing delays in verification and minimis-
ing disputes arising from conflicting 
ownership claims.

However, these advantages will 
materialise only if  the foundational 
database is trustworthy. The Revenue 
Department has already demonstrated 
commendable dedication in advancing 
digitisation across Jammu & Kashmir. 
Officers and officials at every level 
have worked under demanding circum-
stances to modernise records that were 
maintained manually for generations. 
Their efforts deserve appreciation.

At the same time, it is equally impor-
tant to recognise the practical chal-
lenges encountered by field function-
aries. Patwaris often handle numer-
ous responsibilities simultaneously, 
including mutation work, crop inspec-
tions, disaster-related duties, elections, 
census operations, public grievance 
redressal and implementation of  vari-
ous government programmes. Assign-
ing extensive digitisation responsibili-
ties without providing adequate time 
may affect the precision expected from 
such an important exercise. Providing 
reasonable time for verification should 
not be viewed as a delay. Rather, it 
should be considered an investment in 
administrative accuracy. A carefully 
verified database created today will 
save countless hours, financial resourc-
es and litigation costs in the future.

Technology is intended to strength-
en governance, not to replace legal 
safeguards. Digital platforms should 
faithfully represent the legal reality 
recorded in revenue documents. There-
fore, the established procedures under 
the revenue laws governing mutations, 
inheritance, corrections and ownership 
verification must continue to guide 
every stage of  digitisation.

In the context of  AgriStack, accu-
racy is not merely desirable; it is indis-
pensable. Incorrect ownership data can 
affect subsidy eligibility, crop insur-
ance claims, agricultural credit, land 
transactions and numerous future 
digital services. Such errors may also 
create avoidable hardship for genuine 
landowners and increase the burden 
upon revenue authorities through 
repeated correction requests.

As Jammu & Kashmir moves 
towards integrating digitised Jamaban-
dies with future agricultural databases, 
quality assurance should receive the 
highest priority. Independent verifica-
tion, periodic audits, cross-checking of  
ownership shares and proper training 
of  revenue officials can significantly 
enhance the reliability of  the system. 
The Government may also consider 
strengthening technical support at the 

field level, providing dedicated data 
verification teams and ensuring con-
tinuous coordination between revenue 
officials, survey staff  and information 
technology professionals. Such collab-
orative efforts will help create a robust 
digital land information system capable 
of  supporting AgriStack for decades 
to come. The vision of  Digital India is 
not merely about computers and soft-
ware. It is about improving governance 
through authentic information. In agri-
culture, authentic information begins 
with authentic land records.

Therefore, a humble and respectful 
appeal is made to the Financial Com-
missioner (Revenue), the Commission-
er Secretary Revenue and all senior 
officers of  the Revenue Department to 
continue supporting the digitisation 
mission while ensuring that Patwaris 
are provided adequate time and insti-
tutional assistance to complete this his-
toric assignment with the highest stan-
dards of  legal and technical accuracy.

The objective should not simply be 
to complete digitisation quickly, but to 
complete it correctly. Once digitised 
Jamabandies become the permanent 
foundation of  AgriStack, every incor-
rect entry may have far-reaching conse-
quences, while every correctly verified 
record will strengthen the confidence of  
farmers in digital governance. History 
reminds us that enduring reforms are 
built upon careful preparation rather 
than hurried implementation. AgriS-
tack has the potential to transform 
Indian agriculture, empower farmers 
and modernise public administration. 
Jammu & Kashmir, with its rich agri-
cultural heritage and ongoing land 
record reforms, has an opportunity to 
become a model for integrating digital 
agriculture with transparent revenue 
administration.

The true success of  AgriStack will 
not be measured merely by the number 
of  digital records created, but by the 
confidence that farmers place in those 
records. That confidence can only be 
earned through legally sound proce-
dures, meticulous verification and the 
dedicated work of  Patwaris who remain 
the custodians of  one of  the nation's 
most valuable public assets—its land 
records.

In the end, technology may provide 
the platform, but it is accuracy that will 
determine its success. For AgriStack to 
realise its promise, digitised Jamaban-
dies must be more than digital—they 
must be correct, complete and legally 
dependable. Only then will this land-
mark initiative truly fulfil its objective 
of  creating a transparent, efficient and 
farmer-centric agricultural governance 
system for generations to come.

The author can be mailed at mira-
min354@gmail.com

PARWAZE GANIE

I
ndia's livestock sector is under-
going a significant digital trans-
formation through the Bharat 
Pashudhan App, developed under 
the National Digital Livestock Mis-

sion. The application aims to create a 
comprehensive digital database of  the 
country's livestock by assigning every 
tagged animal a unique identification 
number. Field veterinarians and paravet-
erinary staff  use the app to register ani-
mals and record services such as artifi-
cial insemination, pregnancy diagnosis, 
calving, vaccination, disease treatment, 
deworming, ownership transfer, and 
mortality. This information is upload-
ed to a centralized database, enabling 
governments to monitor animal health, 
breeding performance, productivity, 
and disease surveillance while support-
ing evidence-based policymaking. The 
vision behind the platform is progressive 
and deserves appreciation. However, as 
with any large-scale digital initiative, its 
long-term success depends on whether 
it addresses the practical realities faced 
by those who use it in the field every day.

The greatest challenge lies in the gap 
between policy expectations and field 
conditions. Livestock service provid-
ers frequently work in remote villages 
where internet connectivity is weak 
or unavailable. In such situations, 
real-time data entry becomes nearly 
impossible. Staff  are often compelled to 
revisit locations or travel considerable 
distances merely to upload data, con-
suming valuable time that could oth-
erwise be devoted to animal healthcare.

The absence of  a robust offline mode 
further compounds this problem. Field 

staff  should be able to record data with-
out internet access and synchronize 
it automatically once connectivity is 
restored. Without this feature, the digi-
tal system often becomes a source of  
delay rather than efficiency.

Another concern is the technical 
reliability of  the application. Users 
frequently report login failures, syn-
chronization errors, project assign-
ment issues, server downtime, dupli-
cate records, delayed updates, and 
occasional loss of  entered data. These 
technical glitches can interrupt service 
delivery and undermine confidence in 
the platform, especially when frontline 
workers are held accountable for issues 
beyond their control.

The application also requires exten-
sive data entry. Every service involves 
multiple screens and numerous man-
datory fields. During mass vaccination 
campaigns, disease outbreaks, artifi-
cial insemination drives, or livestock 
census operations, the cumulative 

burden of  documentation can become 
overwhelming. The veterinarian or 
paravet may spend more time looking 
at a mobile screen than examining the 
animal in front of  them.

Another significant limitation is the 
application's fragmented workflow. 
Even for a single animal transaction, 
the user is often required to navigate 
through multiple interfaces and mod-
ules instead of  completing the entire 
process from one unified screen. A 
field worker may have to search for 
the same animal repeatedly, switch 
between different menus, and open 
separate modules to record services 
that are part of  the same visit. This 
not only consumes valuable time but 
also interrupts the continuity of  field 
work, increasing the chances of  errors 
and incomplete records. A single-win-
dow, integrated interface that allows 
all services related to an animal to be 
recorded in one place would make the 
application significantly more efficient 

and user-friendly.
Another practical difficulty is dupli-

cate reporting. In many places, field 
staff  continue to maintain manual 
registers and submit physical reports 
while simultaneously updating the 
digital platform. Instead of  reducing 
paperwork, digitalization sometimes 
results in two parallel systems of  
record-keeping. Until manual report-
ing is phased out or fully integrated 
with digital systems, the anticipated 
gains in efficiency will remain limited.

The increasing emphasis on numeri-
cal targets also deserves attention. While 
performance monitoring is necessary, 
excessive focus on the number of  regis-
trations, uploads, or completed transac-
tions can inadvertently shift priorities 
from the quality of  veterinary care to 
the quantity of  digital entries. Veteri-
nary services should remain centred on 
animal welfare and scientific decision-
making rather than being driven solely 
by dashboard statistics.

Training and technical support 
remain equally important. Although 
many field functionaries have embraced 
digital technology, software updates and 
changing workflows require continuous 
capacity building. A responsive techni-
cal support mechanism is essential to 
resolve issues promptly and prevent dis-
ruptions in field operations.

Infrastructure is another overlooked 
aspect. Many field personnel rely on 
their own smartphones, purchase mobile 
data at personal expense, and work in 
areas where electricity and charging 
facilities are unreliable. A digital pro-
gramme of national importance should 
be supported by adequate institutional 
investment in devices, connectivity, tech-

nical resources, and timely maintenance.
Perhaps the most valuable resource 

for improving the application is the 
experience of  its users. Veterinarians 
and paraveterinary professionals inter-
act with livestock owners every day and 
understand the practical challenges that 
cannot always be anticipated during 
software development. Their feedback 
should be systematically incorporated 
into future updates so that the applica-
tion evolves in line with field realities 
rather than administrative assumptions.

Digital transformation is undoubted-
ly the future of  livestock management, 
and the Bharat Pashudhan App has 
immense potential to improve trace-
ability, disease surveillance, breeding 
programmes, and service delivery. Yet 
technology should simplify work—not 
add unnecessary complexity. A suc-
cessful digital platform is not judged 
merely by the volume of  data it col-
lects but by the confidence it inspires 
among its users and the improvements 
it brings to field services.

The true measure of  success will 
be achieved when veterinarians and 
paraveterinary staff  can devote more 
time to caring for animals and less 
time overcoming technical barriers. 
Digital innovation succeeds not when it 
demands more from its users, but when 
it empowers them to serve more effec-
tively. A truly successful digital livestock 
ecosystem will be one in which technol-
ogy serves as an aid to veterinary profes-
sionals—not as an obstacle to the timely 
delivery of  animal healthcare.

The author works in the Animal Hus-
bandry Department, Kashmir. He can be 

mailed at parwazeganie@gmail.com
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Centre Committed To
promotional initiatives such as International Yoga 

Day celebrations, Familiarisation (FAM) tours to 
Keran, the annual Lolab-Bangus Festival, promotion 
of  border tourism destinations and participation in 
national and international tourism fairs.

He said the initiatives are aimed at strengthening 
tourism infrastructure, improving visitor experience, 
generating local employment and promoting sustain-
able eco-tourism and border tourism in the district.

The minister also informed the House that the Min-
istry of  Tourism promotes destinations across the 
country, including Jammu and Kashmir, in key domes-
tic and international markets, while encouraging con-
sultation with local communities and stakeholders and 
supporting capacity building and entrepreneurship, 
particularly among youth.

He said details of  tourism projects sanctioned in 
Jammu and Kashmir under the Swadesh Darshan and 
PRASHAD schemes, including projects covering Kup-
wara under the Himalayan Circuit, were also shared 
in the House—(KNO)

J&K Gets 2 Cold
Creation/Expansion of  Food Processing and Preser-

vation Capacities (CEFPPC) scheme, involving a proj-
ect cost of  Rs 79.81 crore and approved government 
assistance of  Rs 32.91 crore, of  which Rs 31.32 crore 
has been released.

The ministry, said the initiatives are aimed at 
strengthening food processing infrastructure, improv-
ing supply-chain management, reducing post-harvest 
losses and facilitating better market access for farmers. 
However, it said no specific assessment has so far been 
undertaken to determine the impact of  food process-
ing infrastructure on farmers’ income, value addition, 
employment generation and reduction of  wastage.

The information was provided by Food Processing 
Industries Minister Chirag Paswan in response to an 
unstarred question in the Lok Sabha on Thursday—
(KNO)

Over 5,200 Pilgrims
pilgrims were scheduled to travel via the Pahalgam 

route on Thursday.
The total number of  pilgrims who have left the Bhag-

wati Nagar base camp in Jammu for this Amarnath 
Yatra has reached 1,34,201—(KNO)

UP Man Takes Up
Qazigund, Sunil said he embarked on the pilgrimage 

after feeling a divine call from Baba Amarnath and 
dedicated his journey to the nation.

"I am undertaking a Dandavat Yatra to the holy Ama-
rnath shrine. Today marks the 415th day of  my journey. 
Baba Amarnath called me, and I am undertaking this 
pilgrimage for my country. The CAPF, police and Army 
have been extending full support to me, and they will 
continue to support me until I reach the Amarnath 
shrine," he said.

Sunil said that after reaching holy cave shrine, he 
would pray for peace, prosperity and the well-being of  
the country.

He also praised the hospitality of  the people of  Kash-
mir, saying he had received immense support through-
out his journey in the Valley.

"The hospitality in Kashmir is the best. People here 
are very supportive," he said.

Sunil's unusual pilgrimage has become a major 
attraction on the Amarnath Yatra route. As thousands 
of  devotees continue their trek to the holy cave shrine, 
many stop to watch him inching forward on the ther-
mocol sheet. Several pilgrims have recorded videos of  
his journey, while others folded their hands in respect 
for his unwavering devotion and determination.

Given the heavy movement of  pilgrims and vehicles 
on the Jammu-Srinagar National Highway, securi-
ty personnel deployed for the Amarnath Yatra have 
also been accompanying Sunil at various stretches to 
ensure his safe passage—(KNO)

Met Predicts Wet
August 2 to August 4, particularly during the after-

noon/evening and early morning hours, with the pos-
sibility of  heavy rain and brief  intense showers or tor-
rential rain over a few districts of  the Jammu division.

From August 5 to August 7, scattered places are 
expected to receive light to moderate rain or thunder-
showers with brief  intense showers.

The MeT has issued an advisory warning of  heavy 

rain or brief  intense heavy showers over a few districts 
of  the Jammu division on July 30, July 31, August 2 
and August 3.

It cautioned that torrential rain or brief  intense 
heavy showers could trigger flash floods, landslides, 
mudslides and shooting stones at vulnerable locations, 
urging people and authorities to remain vigilant.

Meanwhile, weather data released by the MeT office 
revealed that Srinagar recorded a maximum tempera-
ture of  25.7 degrees Celsius, which was 4.2 degrees 
below normal, while the minimum settled at 19.2 
degrees Celsius, slightly 0.3 degrees above normal. The 
city recorded trace rainfall during the past 24 hours.

In Kashmir division, Qazigund recorded a maximum 
of  24.4°C, Pahalgam 20.6°C, Kupwara 26.3°C, Kokernag 
23.5°C, Gulmarg 18.0°C, and Konibal 26.0°C. Trace rain-
fall was reported at Srinagar, Pahalgam and Konibal, 
while Gulmarg received 0.4 mm of  rain.

In the Jammu division, Jammu recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of  31.3°C, followed by Kathua at 
33.0°C, Katra 28.2°C, Banihal 26.1°C, Batote 25.1°C, and 
Bhaderwah 25.6°C. Rainfall during the past 24 hours 
measured 4.4 mm in Bhaderwah, 0.5 mm in Banihal, 
0.2 mm in Batote, while Jammu, Katra and Kathua 
recorded no rainfall.

Among the other stations followed by Ramban at 
35.2°C in the Jammu region. Sonamarg received 3.5 
mm of  rainfall, while Anantnag, Kishtwar and Doda 
recorded 1.0 mm each, Udhampur and Jammu received 
0.6 mm and 0.4 mm respectively, and Awantipora and 
Srinagar recorded trace rainfall.

The highest rainfall was recorded at Amarnath, 
which received 11.5 mm during the past 24 hours, the 
MeT office said—(KNO)

Jammu-Srinagar
to remove overhanging debris, which cannot be car-

ried out safely under live traffic conditions.
Invoking powers under Section 163 of  the Bharatiya 

Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, the district 
administration directed that vehicular movement on 
NH-44 shall remain completely suspended on July 31, 
2026, to enable the NHAI to undertake intensive debris 
clearance, slope stabilisation and other restoration 
works for the safe and early reopening of  the highway.

The administration has directed the Senior Superin-
tendents of  Police of  Udhampur and Ramban, the Super-
intendent of  Police (Traffic), NHW Ramban, and other 
field agencies to ensure proper traffic regulation, diver-
sion arrangements and strict enforcement of  the order.

The NHAI has also been asked to deploy adequate 
manpower, machinery and equipment, maintain close 
coordination with the district administration, police 
and traffic authorities, install warning signs and bar-
ricades at vulnerable locations, and keep emergency 
response teams, ambulances and disaster management 
resources on standby throughout the operation.

Senior Superintendent of  Police (Traffic NHW), Raja 
Aadil Hamid, said the highway has suffered extensive 
damage at several locations due to heavy rains.

"Although repair work has been carried out at some 
places, complete restoration is still pending," he said.

He urged the public and tourists planning to visit 
Kashmir not to travel on July 31 to avoid inconvenience.

Meanwhile, the Traffic Police said the movement of  
all kinds of  vehicles shall remain suspended between 
Jakheni (Udhampur) and the Navyug Tunnel (Banihal) 
to facilitate restoration works along the affected stretch.

Consequently, no vehicle shall be allowed to proceed 
beyond Nagrota (Jammu) towards Srinagar, Doda, 
Kishtwar, Ramban and Patnitop, or beyond Qazigund 
towards Ramban, Udhampur and Jammu after 10:00 pm 
on Thursday (July 30), the Traffic Police said, adding 
that a detailed traffic advisory will be issued sepa-
rately—(KNO)

J&K Road Fatalities
226 fatalities with 1,005 injuries till July 27, 2026. In 

Ladakh, pedestrian fatalities stood at 1, 4, 1, 4, 305, and 
174, respectively, during the same period.

Responding to the question on causes, the ministry 
said road accidents are a multi-causal phenomenon 
broadly linked to human error, road condition/envi-
ronment, and vehicle condition, with data including 
accidents attributed to over-speeding, drunken driving, 
wrong-side driving, jumping red lights, mobile phone 
use, and other causes.

The ministry further said 6,358 black corridors 
have been identified on National Highways across the 
country based on accident data for 2023-2025 through 
AI-based tools developed by IIT Kanpur. Short-term 
rectification measures include road markings, signag-
es, crash barriers, road studs, delineators, and traffic-
calming measures, while long-term measures include 
improvement of  road geometry, junction improvement, 

and construction of  underpasses or overpasses.
On road safety enforcement and prevention, the 

government said it has adopted a four-pronged strategy 
based on Education, Engineering, Enforcement, and 
Emergency Care, highlighting mandatory road safety 
audits for National Highways, electronic accident 
reporting through e-DAR, technology-based enforce-
ment, and emergency-care measures.

The question was answered by Union Minister for 
Road Transport and Highways Nitin Jairam Gadkari 
in the Lok Sabha on July 30, 2026—(KNO)

CS Takes Stock Of
to eligible beneficiaries, thereby substantially reduc-

ing their financial burden. This, he added, enables such 
families to redirect their hard-earned income towards 
other critical needs such as education, healthcare, 
nutrition and improving their overall quality of  life, 
ultimately contributing to their long-term socio-eco-
nomic empowerment.

The Chief  Secretary directed all Deputy Commis-
sioners, Commissioners of  Municipal Corporations to 
further mobilise field functionaries to expedite veri-
fication of  applications, preparation and submission 
of  DPRs, and timely release of  eligible instalments to 
beneficiaries strictly in accordance with the guidelines 
of  the Ministry of  Housing and Urban Affairs.

He emphasized that every eligible urban poor 
household should be covered under the scheme, while 
ensuring complete transparency, accountability and 
adherence to the standards specified in the scheme. He 
instructed officers to strengthen field-level monitoring 
through regular inspections and effective use of  digital 
platforms for real-time tracking of  progress.

The Chief Secretary further impressed upon the officers 
to resolve all pending issues proactively, enhance public 
awareness regarding the benefits of the scheme and facili-
tate eligible beneficiaries in completing all procedural for-
malities so that no deserving household is left out.

During the meeting, the Commissioner Secretary, 
H&UDD, Mandeep Kaur presented an overview of  the 
implementation of  PMAY-U 1.0 and PMAY-U 2.0, high-
lighting the physical and financial progress achieved 
across all districts of  the Union Territory.

Highlighting the progress under PMAY-U 1.0, the 
Commissioner Secretary revealed that against the 
revised sanctioned target of  36,412 dwelling units, 
31,663 houses have already been completed, register-
ing an impressive completion rate of  nearly 87 per 
cent, while the remaining houses are at various stages 
of  construction and nearing completion.

The meeting also reviewed the implementation of  
PMAY-U 2.0, particularly under the Beneficiary Led 
Construction (BLC) component. It was divulged that 92 
Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) involving 2,120 houses 
have been approved so far, with 1,379 houses already 
grounded and construction progressing steadily across 
different stages.

Taking stock of  beneficiary verification, the meet-
ing was apprised by the MD, Housing Board, Smita 
Sethi that under the BLC vertical, 23,256 applications 
have been received, of  which 20,154 applications have 
already been verified, while the process of  scrutiny of  
the remaining applications is underway.

The meeting further reviewed progress under the 
Affordable Housing in Partnership (AHP) and Interest 
Subsidy Scheme (ISS) verticals of  PMAY-U 2.0. It was 
informed that verification of  applications under these 
components is being carried out on priority to ensure 
timely approval of  eligible beneficiaries and seamless 
implementation of  the scheme.

The meeting concluded with a detailed district-wise 
review of  implementation, during which the Chief  
Secretary issued specific directions to the concerned 
officers for accelerating the pace of  execution, improv-
ing coordination among stakeholders and ensuring 
timely completion of  all sanctioned housing projects 
under PMAY-U across Jammu and Kashmir.

J&K Records 1,109
77,234 road accidents on National Highways were 

reported in 2026, resulting in 34,610 deaths and injuries 
to 60,224 people.

The Centre said the PM-RAHAT scheme, launched 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on February 13 this 
year under the provisions of  the Motor Vehicles Act, 
provides cashless treatment to road accident victims. 
It added that states and Union Territories have been 
advised to empanel more hospitals, particularly near 
accident-prone stretches, to ensure timely emergency 
care for victims—(KNO)

J&K Gets Rs 10,528 

crore, and Rs 8,083 crore in 2025-26, against expen-
diture of  Rs 7,999 crore. In the current financial year 
2026-27, Rs 1,846 crore has been allocated and Rs 1,484 
crore spent up to June 30, 2026.

For Ladakh, Rs 794 crore was allocated in 2024-25 
with expenditure of  Rs 768 crore, while Rs 338 crore 
was allocated in 2025-26 and Rs 333 crore was spent. 
During 2026-27, Rs 70 crore has been allocated so far, 
with expenditure of  Rs 20 crore recorded up to June 30.

The ministry also said funds are allocated and 
released to State Governments and Union Territo-
ries for development and maintenance of  State roads, 
including inter-State bridges and roads of  economic 
importance, under the Central Road and Infrastructure 
Fund (CRIF) Scheme.

Under the CRIF scheme, J&K had an accrual of  Rs 
128.67 crore and received Rs 206.67 crore in 2023-24; 
in 2024-25, both accrual and release stood at Rs 128.67 
crore. In 2025-26, the accrual and release were Rs 141.54 
crore each, while for 2026-27 the accrual stood at Rs 
148.51 crore and Rs 125.73 crore had been released up 
to June 30. Ladakh had an accrual of  Rs 326.41 crore 
in 2023-24 against a release of  Rs 68.10 crore, while in 
2025-26 it recorded an accrual of  Rs 359.05 crore against 
a release of  Rs 210.84 crore—(KNO)

Centre Says CAG
boundaries, field inspections and records main-

tained by competent custodial and enforcement author-
ities. Subsequently, the J&K Government undertook a 
comprehensive revision and expansion of  the inven-
tory using very-high-resolution satellite imagery, grid-
based analysis, field verification and jurisdictional 
refinement.

According to the revised inventory, Jammu and 
Kashmir now has 1,793 wetlands and water bodies. 
Of  these, 1,499 are wetlands below one hectare and 
additional wetland-like features, with 574 under forest/
wildlife jurisdiction and 925 outside forest areas. 
Another 294 wetlands above one hectare were found 
present, including 113 inside forests, 54 within pro-
tected areas, three under LCMA/WUCMA jurisdiction 
and 124 outside forests.

On conservation measures, the government said 
the Union Territory Wetland Authority, chaired by 
the Chief  Secretary, has been constituted in Jammu 
and Kashmir, while District Wetland Management 
Units have been established for coordinated planning, 
monitoring and conservation of  water bodies at the 
district level.

The government further said that Wular Lake is 
being conserved and managed by the Wular Conserva-
tion and Management Authority (WUCMA), while Dal 
and Nigeen Lakes are managed by the Lake Conserva-
tion and Management Authority (LCMA). Manasbal 
Lake is managed by the Wular-Manasbal Development 
Authority (WMDA).

The Wildlife Protection Department is responsible 
for protection and management of  ecologically signifi-
cant wetlands including Hokersar, Haigam, Shallabugh, 
Surinsar-Mansar and Gharana Wetlands. Wetlands locat-
ed within reserve forests and other forest lands are being 
protected by the Forest Department through regular 
surveillance and habitat conservation measures.

The J&K government has also undertaken periodic 
wetland inventory, mapping and monitoring using 
remote sensing supported by field verification, along 
with restoration and catchment conservation wherever 
required. Site-specific management plans are being 
prepared and implemented, while measures include 
selective de-siltation of  critically silted areas, deepen-
ing and restoration of  natural streams and nallahs, 
creation and maintenance of  pools and navigational 
channels, and selective de-weeding.

Other measures listed by the government include 
development of  roosting and nesting sites for water-
birds, construction of  watch towers, strengthening 
surveillance through anti-poaching and anti-encroach-
ment measures, solid waste collection and scientific 
disposal, maintenance of  optimum water levels during 
high- and low-flow periods through hydrological man-
agement, and annual waterbird population estimation 
and biodiversity monitoring.

At the national level, the ministry said protection, 
conservation and management of  wetlands, including 
lakes, is primarily undertaken by the respective State 
Governments and UT Administrations, as water is a state 
subject. The Central Government supplements these 
efforts through various programmes and interventions.

The ministry also said the first Census of  Water 
Bodies was conducted in 33 States/UTs under the Cen-
trally Sponsored Scheme of  Irrigation Census, with 
100 per cent Central assistance, with the objective of  
developing a national database covering details such 
as size, condition, encroachment status, use, storage 
capacity and filling status of  water bodies—(KNO)
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Historic Gurdwara Tibi Sahib Set for Revival as Admin Initiates DPR Process
GMK NEWS NETWORK 

PULWAMA: In a signifi-
cant development for the 
Sikh community and heri-
tage conservation in Kash-
mir, the District Adminis-
tration Pulwama has ini-
tiated the preparation of  
a Detailed Project Report 
(DPR) under the Heritage 
Scheme for the revival, res-
toration, preservation, and 
sustainable development 
of  the Historical Gurdwara 
Tibi Sahib at Saimoh Tral.

The breakthrough comes 
following persistent efforts 
by Er. Arishjeet Singh, Dis-
trict President of  the BJP 

Minority Morcha Pulwama, 
who submitted a formal 
representation to the 
administration highlight-
ing the shrine's historical 
and religious importance.

Acting promptly on the 
representation, Deputy 
Commissioner Pulwama, 
Dr. Basharat Qayoom (IAS), 
directed the concerned 
departments to prepare 
the DPR, marking the first 
formal step towards the 
conservation of  this histor-
ic Sikh shrine. Chief  Plan-
ning Officer Shri Aashiq 
Khanday has also issued 
necessary directions to the 
concerned departments to 

expedite the process.
In a significant acknowl-

edgment, the official com-
munication issued by the 
District Administration 
describes the shrine as 
"Historical  Gurdwara 
Tibi Sahib, Saimoh Tral," 
recording its historical 
significance in official 
government records for 
the first time.

Expressing his gratitude, 
Er. Arishjeet Singh thanked 
the Deputy Commissioner 
and other officials for their 
positive response towards 
preserving the region's rich 
historical and cultural heri-
tage.

"This is a matter of  
immense pride for the Sikh 
community. The revival and 
preservation of  Historical 
Gurdwara Tibi Sahib has 
remained a long-pending 
aspiration," said Er. Aris-
hjeet Singh. "I am satis-
fied that persistent efforts, 
timely representation, and 
sustained follow-up with 
the concerned authorities 
have now culminated in the 
formal initiation of  the DPR 
process under the Heritage 
Scheme."

Terming the development 
as a meaningful public ser-
vice that reflects sincere 
efforts delivering tangible 

outcomes, Er. Arishjeet 
Singh emphasized that the 
ultimate objective remains 
the preservation of  the com-
munity's shared heritage.

He expressed confidence 
that the initiative will pave 
the way for the comprehen-
sive restoration, preserva-
tion, and holistic devel-
opment of  the historical 
shrine, ensuring that its 
rich legacy is safeguarded 
for future generations. The 
Sikh community and well-
wishers have welcomed the 
decision, hoping that the 
project will progress swiftly 
and restore the glory of  this 
important religious site.
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GOVERNMENT OF (U.T) JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI (PHE) DEPTT.
GROUND WATER DIVISION SRINAGAR

BAGHI-ALI-MARDAN, NOWSHARA SRINAGAR.
E-mail:- hakeemmushtaq.75316@jk.gov.in   |  Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285

EXTENSION NOTICE 1ST 
Subject:  Construction of Production Bore Well at Madina Sanzwatroo District Pulwama.   
Reference:	 This	 office	 Fresh	 e-NIT	 No.	 29-JS-PHE/GWDS/Mech.	 of	 2026-27,	 issued	 vide		

endorsement	 No:	 JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp./	 4044-56,	 Dated:	 09-07-2025.	
Bearing		Tender	ID	No.	2026_PHE_315512_1.

Due	to	“No	Response”	for	the	above	mentioned	works	advertised	vide	e-NIT	No.	and	Tender	ID	No’s	
under	reference.	Which	was	scheduled	to	be	downloaded	till	30-07-2026	Up-to	01:00	PM	are	ex-
tended	as	per	the	details	given	below:	-

S.No. Item Fresh Date
1. Period of submission of bids 10-08-2026 Up-to 11:00 AM
2. Date of opening of tenders 11-08-2026 01.00 PM

NOTE:
All	other	 terms	and	conditions	shall	 remain	same	as	 laid	down	 in	 the	aforesaid	e-NIT	 issued	vide	
above	referred	endstt:	nos.
No:	-JS-PHE/GWDS/25-26/Camp./6099-6011.	 Sd/=
Dated:	30-07-2026.	 Executive	Engineer
	DIPK-3889-26	 Jal	Shakti	(PHE)	Deptt.
DT:	30/07/2026	 Ground	Water	Division	Srinagar.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL 
AND HOSPITAL DIVISION ANANTNAG

------E mail Id xenmhd-ang@jk.gov.in-------

GIST of short term e-NIT No MHDA/TS/2026-27/35 of DATED: 29-07-2026
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders are invited from reputed/experienced firms registered with J&K Govt., CPWD, 
Railways and other State/Central Governments for the below mentioned work: 

S.no Name of Work Est. Cost (Rs. 
in Lacs)

Cost of T/Doc. 
(In rupees)

Earnest Money (In 
rupees)

Time of comple-
tion (in days)

1 2 3 4 5 6

1
Electrification in Divisional Office, Snow Clearance Con-
trol Room Anantnag at Mechanical and Hospital Division 
Anantnag.

8.03 500.00 16100.00 15

•	 Position of Administrative Approval: Accorded vide No. SEMHK/TS-26/AA/03 Dated:08-07-2026.
•	 Position of Technical Sanction: Accorded. 
•	 Position of Funds: Available.
1. Downloading of Bids: The Tender document Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quan-

tities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the Govt. website www.
jktenders.gov.in from 29-07-2026 (16:00 Hrs)

2. Submission of Bids: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above website from 29-07-2026 (17:00 
Hrs) to 04-08-2026 (13:00 Hrs) in two covers.

3. Opening of Bids: The bid uploaded on the Web Site up to due date and time will be opened on 04-08-2026 (15:00 Hrs) in Office 
of the undersigned.  

No: MHDA/ TS-432/1404-05 Sd/-
Dated: 29-07-2026 Executive Engineer
 M&H Division Anantnag

DIPK-3895-26
DT: 30/07/2026

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PUBLIC 
WORKS (R&B) DIVISION AWANTIPORA

Email: rb-awantipora@jk.gov.in
NO:T-1/EEA/3940-44   |  Dated: 30/07/2026

EXTENSION NOTICE
Subject: -
1. PWDDC2627100076 (CONSTRUCTION OF CC DRAIN ON AWANTIPORA TRAL ROAD VIA NOWDAL AT KANJINAG)
2. PWDDC2627100079 (CONSTRUCTION OF CC DRAIN ON AWANTIPORA TRAL ROAD VIA DADSARA AT AMIRABAD AND DADSARA NEAR 

GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL)
3.	 PWDDC2627100069	(Construction	of	Protection	Bund	on	Sofigund	Bakir	Sheikh	Sahab	road	from	Km	1st	onwards)
4.	 PWDDC2627100075	(Construction	of	Protection	Bund	and	Drain	at	Nader	Bus	Stop	and	Kuchmullah)
5.	 PWDDC2627100078	(Construction	of	3	Mtr	Span	Box	type	Culvert	on	Galander	Kakapora	Road	at	Samboora	Near	PHC	Samboora)
6.	 PWDDC2627100081	(Construction	of	Drain	at	Wahab	Sahab	Road	Shar	Shali)
7.	 PWDDC2627100084	(Repair	of	Existing	Drain	at	Drangbal	Near	Transformer)
8.	 Restoration	of	old	Uma	Devi	Mandir	at	Wuyan	Pampore.
Reference: -
1.	 This	office	e-NIT	No.	58/EEA/	RNB/2026-27/3503-13	Dated	24-07-2026
2.	 This	office	e-NIT	No.	59/EEA/	RNB/2026-27/3514-24	Dated	24-07-2026
3.	 This	office	e-NIT	No.	60/EEA/	RNB/2026-27/3534-44	Dated	24-07-2026
4.	 This	office	e-NIT	No.	Fresh-61/EEA/	RNB/2026-27/3550-60	Dated	24-07-2026
The	critical	dates	for	the	above	noted	Works	are	hereby	extended	as	under:

1 Bid	Submission	End	Date 06-08-2026	up	to	4.	00	P.M
2 Date	&	time	of	opening	of	Technical	Bids	(Online) 07-08-2026	up	to	12.00	P.M

All	other	terms	&	Conditions	shall	remain	same	as	per	above	mentioned	NITs.
Sd/-	 sd/-
Technical	officer		 Executive	Engineer	
	 R&B	Division	Awantipora

DIPK-3921-26
DT: 30/07/2026

EOW Kashmir files chargesheet, books 
four in fake cooking oil company fraud

Satish Sharma reviews 
Transport sector, pushes for 
citizen centric reforms in J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Food, Civil Supplies & Con-
sumer Affairs, IT, Youth 
Services & Sports, Trans-
port and Science & Tech-
nology, Satish Sharma, 
Thursday  chaired a series 
of  review meetings to 
assess the functioning of  
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Road Transport Corpora-
tion (JKRTC), Transport, 
Motor Vehicles and State 
Motor Garages depart-
ments.

The meetings focused on 
evaluating the current per-
formance, service delivery 
and operational challenges 
across these departments.

Laying down a roadmap 
for the future, the Minister 
stressed on technology-
driven reforms, modern 
infrastructure and sus-
tainable transport devel-
opment across Jammu 
and Kashmir. He called for 
improved service delivery 
through digital solutions 
and better facilities, while 
directing officials to work 
toward a more efficient and 
citizen-friendly transport 
system in the UT.

The Minister undertook 
an extensive review of  the 
operational performance, 
financial position, man-
power, infrastructure, digi-
tal initiatives, enforcement 
mechanisms, road safety 

measures, fleet manage-
ment and future expansion 
plans of  the departments 
and agencies function-
ing under the Transport 
sector.

Emphasising that an 
efficient, safe and reliable 
transport system is indis-
pensable for economic 
growth and public welfare, 
Satish Sharma said that 
every institution under 
the Transport Department 
must evolve into a modern, 
technology-enabled and 
citizen-centric organisa-
tion capable of  meeting the 
growing mobility require-
ments of  the people.

"Our vision is to build a 
transport ecosystem that 
is efficient, transparent, 
digitally empowered and 
environmentally sustain-
able. Every reform must 
ultimately improve public 
service delivery and make 
transportation safer, more 
accessible and commuter-
friendly," the Minister said.

Reviewing the function-

ing of  JKRTC, the Minis-
ter assessed its operational 
efficiency, route coverage, 
fleet availability, manpow-
er position, financial per-
formance and passenger 
services.

Stressing the need to 
bridge the gap between 
the existing fleet and 
operational requirements, 
he directed the officers to 
prepare a time-bound road-
map for fleet augmenta-
tion, expansion of  services 
in underserved areas and 
optimum utilisation of  
available buses and trucks.

He appreciated the 
Corporation's improving 
operational performance 
and called for sustained 
efforts towards route opti-
misation, prudent resource 
management and enhanced 
financial sustainability.

The Minister also 
reviewed the successful 
implementation of  the 
free bus travel initiative 
for women. He emphasised 
that welfare measures 

should continue while 
ensuring operational via-
bility of  the Corporation.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of  digital transfor-
mation, Satish Sharma 
directed the officials to 
expedite implementation 
of  the Intelligent Trans-
port Management System 
(ITMS), including GPS-
enabled fleet tracking, 
electronic ticketing, real-
time passenger informa-
tion systems and advanced 
monitoring mechanisms 
to improve transparency, 
operational efficiency and 
commuter convenience.

The Minister also 
reviewed plans for induc-
tion of  electric buses, devel-
opment of  EV charging 
infrastructure and asset 
monetisation initiatives. 
He said that these would 
significantly strengthen 
the environmentally sus-
tainable public transport 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Reviewing the func-
tioning of  the Transport 
Department and Motor 
Vehicles Department, 
Satish Sharma assessed 
the enforcement mecha-
nisms, revenue genera-
tion, vehicle registra-
tion, issuance of  driving 
licences and permits, road 
safety initiatives and the 
implementation of  key 
transport infrastructure 
projects.

Labour Deptt organises Stakeholder 

Awareness Programme on Labour Codes
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: As part of  
its continued efforts to 
strengthen labour gover-
nance and promote aware-
ness of  recent labour 
law reforms, the Labour 
Department, organised a 
Stakeholder Awareness 
Programme on the Labour 
Codes here Thursday.

The programme was 
attended by representa-
tives of  various trade 
unions from across Kash-
mir and served as a plat-
form for constructive 
dialogue on labour rights, 
social protection, and regu-
latory reforms.

The programme com-
menced with the regis-
tration of  participants, 
followed by the inaugural 
session.

Delivering the introduc-
tory address, S. Charan-
deep Singh, Labour Com-
missioner, J&K, highlight-
ed the significance of  the 
Labour Codes in creating 
a modern, transparent, 
and worker-centric labour 
administration. He empha-
sised that sustained aware-

ness among trade unions 
and other stakeholders 
is essential for ensuring 
smooth implementation of  
the new labour law frame-
work and for safeguard-
ing the rights and welfare 
of  workers. He said that 
the Department remains 
committed to promoting 
awareness, strengthen-
ing institutional capacity, 
and fostering collabora-
tive partnerships with all 
stakeholders to facilitate 
effective implementation 
of  the Labour Codes.

The Labour Commis-
sioner also urged trade 
unions to act as vital 
partners in disseminating 
awareness among work-
ers and ensuring that the 
benefits of  labour reforms 
reach every workplace.

The programme was 
graced by Pawan Kumar 
Parihar, Special Secretary 
to Government, Labour & 

Employment Department; 
Umesh Sharma, Additional 
Secretary to Government, 
Labour & Employment 
Department; Masarat 
Hashim, Deputy Labour 
Commissioner (Central); 
and Najwan Nazki, Deputy 
Labour Commissioner, 
Kashmir.

The technical sessions 
were conducted by Peer 
Zameer Ahmad, Assistant 
Labour Commissioner, 
Anantnag; Zamir Ali 
Ganie, Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Budgam; 
and Waheed Ahmed, Under 
Secretary to Government, 
Labour & Employment 
Department. The resource 
persons provided compre-
hensive presentations on 
the key provisions of  the 
Labour Codes, including 
workers’ rights, employer 
obligations, registration 
mechanisms, compliance 
requirements, grievance 

redressal, and the evolv-
ing framework of  labour 
welfare and social security.

The dignitaries appre-
ciated the initiative and 
emphasised the importance 
of  continuous stakeholder 
engagement, capacity build-
ing, and constructive social 
dialogue for ensuring effec-
tive implementation of  the 
Labour Codes.

An interactive question-
and-answer session fol-
lowed, during which repre-
sentatives of  various trade 
unions actively partici-
pated by raising practical 
issues and seeking clarifi-
cations on different aspects 
of  the Labour Codes. The 
resource persons respond-
ed to the queries in detail, 
making the session highly 
engaging and informative.

Dr. Adnan Khawaja, 
Assistant Labour Commis-
sioner, Srinagar, expressed  
gratitude to the distin-
guished dignitaries, resource 
persons, representatives of  
trade unions, and all partici-
pants for their active partici-
pation and valuable contri-
butions towards the success 
of  the programme.

Govt committed towards welfare of 
teaching fraternity: Sakeena Itoo

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
School Education, Higher 
Education and Social Wel-
fare, Sakeena Masood Itoo, 
Thursday reaffirmed the, 
assuring that all genuine 
issues and long-pending con-
cerns of teachers would be 
examined sympathetically 
and addressed on priority.

The Minister made these 
remarks while addressing a 
one-day Teachers' Conven-
tion organised by the Jammu 
& Kashmir Teachers Joint 
Action Committee (JKTJAC) 
at Teachers' Bhawan Bemina 
here today.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Sakeena Itoo paid rich 
tributes to the invaluable 
contribution of  teachers 
towards nation-building and 
societal progress. She said 
that teachers play a pivotal 
role in shaping the future of  
society by nurturing genera-
tions of  students and instill-
ing values, knowledge and 
character among them.

"The future of  our nation 
rests in the hands of  teach-
ers, whose dedication and 
commitment have enabled 
countless students to excel 
in different fields and con-
tribute meaningfully to soci-
ety," the Minister said.

Sakeena Itoo further 
highlighted that the  School 
Education department 
has undertaken series of  
administrative reforms to 
strengthen human resource 

management, improve field 
administration and address 
long-pending service 
matters in a time-bound 
manner. She added that 
department has initiated 
the placement of  eligible PG 
Masters/PG Teachers as In-
charge Lecturers to address 
faculty shortages in Higher 
Secondary Schools.

The Minister also said 
that in a major administra-
tive achievement, updated 
final seniority lists for 31 
out of  36 disciplines, cover-
ing 20,281 PG Masters/PG 
Teachers, have been issued 
after several years and the 
final seniority list of  3,509 
Headmasters has also been 
notified.

“Department has further 
strengthened educational 
administration by placing 
136 Senior Lecturers as In-
charge Principals, 22 Prin-
cipals as In-charge Chief  
Education Officers and 1,083 
Masters as In-charge Head-
masters”, she said.

“To fill vacant teaching 
positions, 594 Lecturer posts 
in 27 subjects were referred 
to the Jammu and Kashmir 

Public Service Commission, 
which has recommended 
537 candidates in 26 sub-
jects”.

Expressing concern 
over issues confronting the 
teaching fraternity, the Min-
ister observed that teachers 
who have devoted decades 
of  their lives to imparting 
quality education deserve 
due recognition and fair 
consideration of their genu-
ine concerns. She said the 
Government is fully aware 
of  the challenges being 
faced by teachers and is 
committed to resolving 
them in a transparent and 
time-bound manner.

Referring to concerns 
raised regarding various ser-
vice-related matters, Sakee-
na Itoo said that all genu-
ine demands placed before 
the Government would be 
examined with empathy 
and seriousness. She reiter-
ated that the School Educa-
tion Department remains 
committed to protecting the 
interests of  teachers while 
further strengthening the 
education sector in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Economic 
Offences Wing (EOW) Kashmir 
of the Crime Branch on Thursday 
said it has filed a chargesheet 
against four persons for alleg-
edly cheating a Srinagar resident 
of Rs 15 lakh by posing as repre-
sentatives of a fake cooking oil 
company and promising to supply 
mustard oil.

In a statement issued, a 
spokesperson said the Economic 
Offences Wing (EOW) Kashmir 
of Crime Branch J&K has filed a 
chargesheet in FIR No. 77/2022 
under Sections 420 and 120-B IPC 
before the Court of the Chief Judi-
cial Magistrate, Srinagar, against 
four accused in the cheating case.

He said the accused are Mohd 
Amin Bhat, son of Mohd Afzal 
Bhat, a resident of Khanyar, 
Srinagar; Khalid Hussain Khan, 
son of Ghulam Hassan Khan, a 

resident of Gasiyar Hawal, Sri-
nagar; Anil Kumar Maheshwari, 
son of Ganpat Lal, a resident of 
A-38, Satiya Nagar, Ward No. 09, 
Jhotwara, Jaipur, Rajasthan; and 
Shashank Kumar, son of Surinder 
Singh, a resident of B-50, Uddai 
City, Pallapurram-2, Modipuram, 
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh.

The spokesperson said the case 
originated from a complaint alleg-
ing that Mohammad Amin Bhat 
of Khanyar, Srinagar, along with 
Khalid Hussain Khan, Area Sales 
Manager and Anil Kumar Mahesh-
wari, Regional Sales Manager of 
M/s Assured Agro Food Industries, 
induced the complainant to invest 
Rs 15 lakh as a security deposit for 
the supply of cooking oil.

He said the accused repre-
sented that the company manu-
factured cooking oil and assured 
delivery of the stock within a 
week. However, no stock was sup-
plied. Accordingly, an investiga-

tion was initiated, during which it 
was established that the accused, 
acting in conspiracy, cheated the 
complainant on the pretext of 
supplying mustard oil.

"Enquiries with the Registrar of 
Companies, Rajasthan, revealed 
that no company by the name of 
M/s Assured Agro Food Industries 
was registered. Investigation fur-
ther disclosed the involvement of 
the company's purported owner, 
Shashank Kumar of Meerut, Uttar 
Pradesh. On completion of the 
investigation, the chargesheet was 
presented before the competent 
court for judicial proceedings," the 
statement said.

The spokesperson said the 
Crime Branch has advised the public 
to remain vigilant against such eco-
nomic frauds and report any suspi-
cious activities to the SSP, EOW 
Kashmir. Victims may also lodge 
complaints through email at sspe-
ow-kmr@jkpolice.gov.in.—(KNO)

Dir F&ES felicitates 
Personnel 
with Gallantry, 
Meritorious Service 
Medals

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Director, 
Fire & Emergency Services 
(F&ES), J&K, Alok Kumar, 
Thursday felicitated seven 
serving and retired per-
sonnel of  the Department 
by presenting them with 
Gallantry Medals (GM), 
Meritorious Service Medals 
(MMS) and appreciation 
certificates in recognition 
of  their exceptional brav-
ery, distinguished service 
and unwavering dedication 
to duty.

During the ceremony, 
the Director honoured 
Medal for Gallantry to 
Firdous Ahmad Khan 
(LFM-1449),  Bashir 
Ahmad Ahanger (FM-
1996) and Late S.K. Raina 
(Deceased), who was hon-
oured posthumously.

The Medal for Meritori-
ous Service was conferred 
upon Puran Singh (LFM), 
Satpal Khujuriya (LFM), 
Abdul Rashid Ganie, Sub 
Officer (Retired), and 
Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Dar 
(SGFM).

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Director congrat-
ulated the awardees and 
appreciated their outstand-
ing contribution towards 
protecting lives and prop-
erty under challenging 
circumstances. He urged 
all personnel of  the depart-
ment to continue serving 
with dedication, discipline 
and compassion, while 
upholding the highest stan-
dards of  professionalism in 
safeguarding the people of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

The ceremony conclud-
ed with the presentation 
of  medals and certificates 
to the awardees amidst 
applause from the officials 
of  department. 

Five Ghee Brands 
found unsafe by 
FSD Anantnag, 
sale prohibited

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG:  On the direc-
tions of the Commissioner, Food 
& Drugs Administration, Jammu 
& Kashmir, the Food Safety 
Department (FSD), Anantnag 
conducted special enforcement 
drives during the month of June 
-2026 to assess the quality and 
safety of ghee available in the 
local markets.

As part of the drive, 18 sam-
ples of different brands of ghee 
were collected from various mar-
kets and establishments in the 
district and sent to the National 
Food Laboratory (NFL), Ghazi-
abad, for analysis.

The laboratory has reported 
five samples as "Unsafe" under 
the provisions of the Food Safety 
and Standards Act, 2006. The 
unsafe products identified are 
Desi Ghee of Dairy Mohan, Batch 
No. 05, Apna Dairy Milk, Batch No. 
DM 06,  Shahi Taj, Batch No. 134A, 
Nandni, Batch No. ND 28 and Cow 
Gee of Milk Bite, Batch No.137.

Following the laboratory 
findings, the Designated Officer, 
Food Safety, Anantnag has pro-
hibited the sale of the these food 
products within the territorial 
jurisdiction of District Anantnag 
with immediate effect and until 
further orders.

The Food Safety Department 
has appealed to consumers to 
exercise caution while purchas-
ing ghee and other food prod-
ucts and advised Food Business 
Operators to strictly comply with 
the provisions of the Food Safety 
and Standards Act, 2006.
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'Cap 278 signing off': 
Rahane announces 
retirement from all 
forms of cricket

IANS

NEW DELHI: Senior India 
batter Ajinkya Rahane has 
announced his retirement 
from international crick-
et, drawing a curtain on a 
career that saw him fea-
tured in 85 Tests, 90 ODIs 
and 20 T20Is for India while 
also turning out in 212 IPL 
games for six teams.

Rahane, who famously 
led the side to a spectacular 
Border Gavaskar Trophy 
series win in Australia 
in 2020-21, last played for 
India in the 2023 away Test 
series against the West 
Indies.

He announced his 
retirement by sharing a 
video on social media with 
a caption, "Cap 278 signing 
off. Thank you for all the 
love and support over the 
years. Forever grateful."

"The reality of  life is that 
everything has a beginning 
and everything has an end. 
When the time comes, you 
simply have to respect it 
and move forward. I have 
always relied on timing 
in my batting and have 
always understood its 
importance. Today, I feel 
the timing is right for me 
to move on and announce 
my retirement from inter-
national cricket and all 
formats. From those early 
days, travelling from Dom-
bivli as a young boy just to 
practise, I gave this game 
everything I had," Rahane, 
active on the domestic cir-
cuit and led Mumbai until 
the 2024-25 season, said in 
a video.

Rahane made his India 
debut in 2011 during the tour 
of England and has 2962 ODI 

runs as well. He made his 
Test debut in 2013 and went 
on to score 5077 runs in 144 
innings, including 12 centu-
ries and 26 fifties.

"Every single day, every 
innings, every opportunity 
I got to bat, the dream was 
always to wear the India cap. 
I lived by one simple rule – 
always put my country and 
my team ahead of  myself. I 
played this game with com-
plete honesty, and I have 
always believed that if  your 
intent is right, the game will 
always take care of  you.

"Since the time I made 
my debut as a first-class 
cricketer, Indian cricket 
has grown tremendously, 
and I feel so proud to have 
been a part of  it over the 
last 20 years," he added.

He continued, "While 
my chapter as an Indian 
cricketer comes to an end, 
my journey with the game 
doesn't. I look forward to 
helping the next genera-
tion, sharing the values 
this sport has taught me 
and giving back to the game 
that has given me every-
thing. From starting out as 
a young player in Mumbai 

to playing for India, it has 
been an absolute honour. 
There have been many 
wins and losses along the 
way, but the sheer joy of  
playing cricket, being part 
of  different teams and cre-
ating lifelong memories – 
that has been the greatest 
satisfaction of  my career."

Rahane has been part 
of  the IPL since the first 
season in 2008. From 2011 to 
2015, Rahane was with Raj-
asthan Royals. In 2016 and 
2017, Rahane represented 
the Rising Pune Supergiants 
while RR were banned.

He was traded to Delhi 
Capitals ahead of  IPL 
2020before joining Kolka-
ta Knight Riders in 2022. 
Rahane got a boost to his 
IPL career in IPL 2023 
when Chennai Super Kings 
(his sixth IPL franchise) 
lifted the trophy. It was also 
Rahane's first IPL title.

He was bought by KKR 
again for Rs 1.5 crore for 
a second stint ahead of  
IPL 2025 and was made 
the captain following the 
departure of  Shreyas Iyer, 
who was retained as KKR 
captain for IPL 2026.

135th Durand Cup: FC Raengdai mark debut 

with an impressive win over Indian Navy
IANS

IMPHAL: FC Raengdai 
marked their maiden 
Durand Cup appearance 
in memorable fashion 
with an impressive 1-0 
victory over last year's 
quarterfinalists, Indian 
Navy Football Team, in 
a Group D fixture of  the 
135th Durand Cup at the 
Khuman Lampak Main 
Stadium in Imphal on 
Thursday.

Substitute Khaidem 
Amarjit Singh scored 
the decisive goal in the 
58th minute, handing the 
Manipuri outfit a historic 
first-ever Durand Cup 
goal and a deserved vic-
tory.

Indian Navy head 
coach Akash Kamble 
named an experienced 
starting XI featuring sev-
eral players with Indian 
Super League (ISL) and 
Indian Football League 
experience, including 
Bhaskar Roy, Novin 
Gurung, Adersh Mattum-
mal, Sreyas V.G., Vijay 
J., Brijesh Giri, Maibam 
Deny Singh and Vijay 
Marandi. In contrast, 
FC Raengdai head coach 
Kshetrimayum Birbal 
Singh opted for a youth-
ful all-Indian lineup as 
the club made its maiden 
appearance in the Durand 
Cup.

Raengdai created the 
first chance of  the match 
as early as the third 
minute. Mridul Doley 
made a clever run in 
behind the Indian Navy 
defence before driving 
into the penalty area. 
With only Bhaskar Roy 
to beat, the winger failed 
to make clean contact 

with his left-footed effort, 
allowing the experienced 
goalkeeper to make a com-
fortable save.

Indian Navy matched 
the early intensity and 
looked particularly threat-
ening from set-piece situ-
ations. A long throw into 
the penalty area confused 
the FC Raengdai defence 
before the defence man-
aged to clear the danger. 
Moments later, Wang-
kheimayum Sadananda 
Singh came close from 
a free-kick, won after an 
excellent run by Roshan 
Panna, as his effort took 
a slight deflection off  the 
defensive wall and drifted 
narrowly wide of  the post.

The Navy men reg-
istered their first shot 
on target just before the 
hydration break. Vijay 
Marandi and Roshan 
Panna combined neatly 
on the edge of  the penalty 
area, with Panna rolling 
a perfectly weighted pass 
into the path of  Sreyas 
V.G., who found himself  
unmarked inside the box. 
However, the forward 
failed to generate enough 
power on his effort, allow-

ing FC Raengdai goal-
keeper Kamei Pantiga to 
make a comfortable save.

The remainder of  the 
first half  saw both sides 
searching for an opening, 
but neither could find the 
cutting edge in the final 
third. With both teams 
registering six attempts 
on goal, the contest 
remained evenly poised 
as they headed into the 
interval with the scores 
locked at 0-0.

FC Raengdai made 
a double substitution 
at the break, introduc-
ing Laishram Bikram-
jit Singh and Khaidem 
Amarjit Singh, and the 
debutants emerged with 
renewed intent after the 
restart. They created the 
first opportunity of  the 
second half  when P.M. 
Rakeveiche whipped in a 
dangerous cross from the 
right flank. Mridul Doley 
found space between the 
two Indian Navy centre-
backs but failed to make 
contact with his attempt-
ed header, letting a prom-
ising chance go begging.

Mridul squandered 
another opportunity 

to break the deadlock 
moments later when a 
loose ball fell kindly for 
him inside the penalty 
area. Opting for power 
over placement, the strik-
er blazed his effort high 
over the crossbar, much 
to the relief  of  the Indian 
Navy defence who were 
unable to clear the ball in 
the first instance.

FC Raengdai eventu-
ally made their bright 
start to the second half  
count by taking the lead 
in the 58th minute. Novin 
Gurung, the last man in 
defence for Navy, was 
dispossessed by Mridul 
Doley, who drove into the 
penalty area.

Although the advanc-
ing goalkeeper brought 
Doley down, the loose 
ball rolled kindly into the 
path of  substitute Amarjit 
Singh, who had the sim-
plest of  tasks of  tapping 
into an empty net to score 
FC Raengdai's first-ever 
goal in the Durand Cup.

As Indian Navy pushed 
numbers forward in 
search of  an equaliser, 
defensive lapses began 
to creep into their game. 

One such mistake nearly 
proved costly when Navjot 
Singh failed to control a 
long ball, allowing Mridul 
Doley to race through on 
goal. The striker looked 
destined to double FC 
Raengdai's lead, but 
Bhaskar Roy produced 
an excellent save with his 
outstretched leg to keep 
his side in the contest.

Indian Navy threw 
everything forward in 
search of  an equaliser, 
repeatedly delivering 
crosses into the penalty 
area from both flanks. 
However, FC Raengdai 
defended resolutely, with 
the backline standing firm 
to repel the aerial threat 
and protect their goal-
keeper.

FC Raengdai had a 
golden opportunity to put 
the result beyond doubt 
in the fourth minute of  
stoppage time. Substitute 
Tingkaochun Gangmei 
was presented with an 
open goal from just six 
yards after being picked 
out unselfishly by Khai-
dem Amarjit Singh, but 
somehow failed to hit the 
target.

With five minutes of  
added time signalled, the 
debutants displayed tre-
mendous discipline to 
withstand the late pres-
sure, ensuring they held 
on for a famous victory 
in front of  a loud and pas-
sionate home support.

Friday's matches
Shillong Lajong FC vs 

Nongkseh SS&CC (Group 
E), 5:00 PM, Jawaharlal 
Nehru Stadium, Shillong

East Bengal FC vs CISF 
Protectors (Group A), 7:30 
PM, Kishore Bharati Kri-
rangan, Kolkata

CWG 2026: Neeraj, Rohit, Yash 

Vir storm into men's javelin final
IANS

GLASGOW: Olympic champion 
Neeraj Chopra, Rohit Yadav and 
Yash Vir Singh, all three Indians, 
qualified for the men's javelin 
final at the 2026 Commonwealth 
Games here on Thursday. Compet-
ing in windy conditions, no athlete 
cleared the automatic qualifying 
mark of  84.00 m; the Indian trio 
advanced as the 12 best performers 
for Friday's final.

Neeraj, who returned to the 
Games after missing the Bir-
mingham edition due to injury, 
opted against taking his final 
attempt after securing qualifi-
cation in fifth place with a best 
throw of  79.61m on his second 
attempt. Rohit also chose not to 
take his final throw and finished 

ninth with 78.37m, while Yash Vir 
Singh was 10th with 78.36m.

A lower back injury has been 
troubling Neeraj since Septem-
ber 2025. The Olympic and world 
championships gold medallist 
sustained a lower back problem 
shortly before the World Athlet-
ics Championships in Septem-
ber last year, where he finished 
eighth. He made a delayed start 
to the season and had competed 
only once in the 2026 season, 
when he featured in the Doha 
Diamond League in June, finish-
ing fourth with a throw of  85.69m.

Sri Lanka's Rumesh Pathirage, 
who holds the world lead of 92.62m 
this season, topped the qualifica-
tion standings with a superb throw 
of  82.84m, adapting best to the 
challenging weather conditions. 

Two-time world champion Ander-
son Peters of  Grenada finished 
second with 81.29m, while South 
Africa's Douw Smit was third after 
registering 80.64m.

England's Ben East (80.38m) 
claimed fourth place ahead of  
Neeraj, while Australia's Cam-
eron McEntyre (78.91m) was 
sixth, reigning Olympic cham-
pion Pakistan's Arshad Nadeem 
registered his season best with 
78.63m, which he could not better, 
and qualified for the final with a 
seventh-place finish in the quali-
fication.

The Bahamas' Keyshawn 
Strachan (78.60m), Trinidad 
and Tobago's Keshorn Wal-
cott (78.26m) and Nigeria's 
Chinecherem Nnamdi (75.27m) 
also progressed.

It’s world-class performance in Glasgow’: 
IOA Prez Usha lauds India’s medal winners 
after stellar CWG campaign

IANS

GLASGOW:  Indian 
Olympic Association 
(IOA) president PT Usha 
heaped praise on India's 
medal-winning athletes at 
the 2026 Commonwealth 
Games, saying their 
performances reflected 
world-class standards and 
highlighted the country's 
growing strength across 
multiple disciplines.

With India enjoying a suc-
cessful campaign in athlet-
ics, para athletics, boxing, 
weightlifting and other 
events, Usha credited the 
athletes' achievements while 
urging the nation to build on 
the momentum ahead of  the 
2030 Commonwealth Games 

in Ahmedabad.
Reflecting on India's 

performances, Usha said 
the medals won in athlet-
ics and para athletics were 
particularly significant 
because success in those 
events demands elite-level 
performances.

“I’m so happy to see play-
ers winning medals, espe-
cially from athletics; we’re 
getting medals. It’s almost 
like world-class perfor-
mance here; only then will 
we get a Commonwealth 
Games medal in athletics. 
We’ve one in Long Jump, 
we’ve one in High Jump, 
and one in 10,000m, gold 
and bronze in para 100m 
and in para shot put also. 
It’s good to see everybody 

running together and get-
ting medals, One Team, 
One Team India,” the IOA 
President told IANS.

She also acknowledged 
the contributions from 
several other disciplines, 
noting that India's success 
was not confined to a hand-
ful of  events.

“And not only organise 
the 2030 Commonwealth 
Games, but we should have 
a lot of  medals also. So 
happy that we have a lot 
of  medals. And eight play-
ers, eight boxers, they have 
come in the semifinals, and 
the weightlifting team has 
done very good. And most 
of the team, even swimmers, 
though they have not won a 
medal, but the relay finished 
fifth or sixth, I think. That 
is also a good achievement 
here,” she added.

Usha attributed India's 
improved performances 
to the enhanced support 
system available to ath-
letes, saying the coordi-
nated efforts of  the Gov-
ernment of  India and the 
IOA have helped competi-
tors prepare at the highest 
level.

CWG 2026: PM 
Modi congratulates 
Gavit, Basil and 
Sreeshankar on 
medal wins

IANS

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Thursday congratulated para 
sprinters Dilip Mahadu Gavit 
and Mohammed Basil Morss-
inganakath, along with long 
jumper Murali Sreeshankar, 
after the trio delivered med-
al-winning performances for 
India at the 2026 Common-
wealth Games in Glasgow.

While Gavit claimed a 
Games record gold in the 
men's 100m T47 event, Basil 
secured the silver in the same 
race to complete a historic 
Indian one-two, and Sree-
shankar added another silver 
medal with his best jump of  
the season. The Prime Min-
ister hailed Gavit's record-
breaking sprint, praising the 
para athlete for producing 
one of  India's standout per-
formances at the Games.

“A phenomenal perfor-
mance by Dilip Mahadu 
Gavit! Congratulations to him 
on winning the Gold Medal 
in the Men’s 100m T47 event 
with a remarkable timing, 
setting a new Games Record 
and achieving his Season 
Best. His speed, determina-
tion and dedication have 
made our nation proud. Best 
wishes for his future endeav-
ours!,” PM Modi wrote on X.

District Pulwama Lawn Tennis 

Championship Concludes at Rajpora
GMK SPORTS DESK

PULWAMA: The District 
Pulwama Lawn Tennis 
Championship concluded 
Thursday at the Indoor 
Sports Hall, Rajpora, after 
two days of  competitive 
action held on 29 and 30 
July 2026.

The championship was 
organised by the District 
Pulwama Lawn Tennis 
Association under the 
banner of  the Jammu & 
Kashmir Lawn Tennis 
Association, in collabora-
tion with the J&K Sports 
Council.

Additional Superin-
tendent of  Police, Shafat 
Sahib, graced the clos-
ing ceremony as Chief  

Guest. The Guests of  
Honour included Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner Awantipora,  Sajad 
Yahya Naqash, Tehsildar 
Rajpora,  Muneer Hussain 
Khan, Principal, Govern-
ment Degree College Raj-
pora, Gulam Mohideen, 
and Incharge Indoor Hall 
Rajpora, Mohd. Iqbal 
Sheikh. The dignitaries 
congratulated all partici-
pating players for their 
discipline, sportsmanship, 
and performances across 
the two days.

They appreciated the 
efforts of  the organisers in 
taking lawn tennis to the 
grassroots and encouraged 
young athletes to keep pur-
suing excellence in sport.

Secretary, District Pul-
wama Lawn Tennis Asso-
ciation,  Faizan Ahmad 
Shah, along with other 
members of  the Associa-
tion, thanked the distin-
guished guests, partici-
pating players, coaches, 
officials, volunteers, and 
supporters for making the 
championship a success.

The championship 
closed with the distribu-
tion of  trophies, medals, 
and certificates to winners 
and runners-up, applaud-
ed by players, officials, 
and spectators. The event 
reaffirmed the commit-
ment of  all stakeholders 
to nurturing talent and 
promoting lawn tennis in 
District Pulwama.


