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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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of community spread: Doctors' body
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

I believe writers and thinkers are like glowing lamps and blooming roses. In 
many ways, they mirror the majestic Chinar tree. In Kashmir, the Chinar is 
a living symbol of patience, beauty and endurance. Writers and their books 
share this same lasting spirit, guiding human civilization through the ages. 

Lok Bhavan Jammu & Kashmir
@LokBhavanJandK

Srinagar Records 
Season’s Hottest 
Day At 35.9°C
MeT Forecasts Widespread 
Rainfall From Today

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Srinagar 
on Saturday recorded the 
hottest day of  the season 
as the mercury climbed 
to 35.9 degrees Celsius, 
nearly six degrees above 
normal, even as the Meteo-
rological Department fore-
cast a significant shift in 
weather with widespread 
rainfall, thunderstorms 
and the possibility of  
heavy to very heavy show-
ers across Jammu and 
Kashmir over the next 
five days.

According to the data 
accessed,  the maxi-
mum temperature in the 
summer capital was 5.8 
degrees Celsius above 
normal, making it the 
highest daytime tempera-
ture recorded so far this 
year. However, it remained 
below last year's peak 
of  37.4 degrees Celsius, 
recorded on July 6, 2025.

An official said that 
the prolonged spell of  
intense heat continued 
across much of  Kashmir, 
with several stations also 
recording temperatures 
well above seasonal aver-
ages. Kupwara registered 
35.6 degrees Celsius, Gan-
derbal and P-06

“THIS FESTIVAL IS MORE THAN JUST AN EVENT. IT IS A MOVEMENT TO BUILD A VIBRANT 
community of readers, writers, and thinkers. Our goal is to transform Jammu Kashmir into a national hub for knowledge, 
culture, and creativity. I hope this book festival will inspire the youth to read every day, 

       Adverse Weather Forecast

Amarnath Yatra To 
Remain Suspended 
From Today

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In view of  
inclement weather forecast 
issued by India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD), Ama-
rnath Yatra shall remain 
temporarily suspended from 
both the Pahalgam and Baltal 
routeswith effect from July 
19 as a precautionary mea-
sure to ensure the safety and 
well-being of  the pilgrims.

"In view of  the forecast 
of  inclement weather over 
the next few days and con-
sidering the safety and 
well-being of  the pilgrims, 
Shri Amarnathji Yatra shall 
remain temporarily sus-
pended fromboth Pahalgam 
and Baltal routes with effect 
from 19.07.2026. Accordingly, 
no onward movement of  pil-
grimswill be permitted from 
the Baltal and Nunwan/ 
Chandanwari base camp 
from 19.07.2026. Updates 
regarding the resumption 
of  Yatra shall be issued in 

due course of  timeafter 
ensuring route safety and 
comprehensive assessment 
of  the weather conditions", 
the Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Anshul Garg said.

So far, over 3.7 lakh pilgrims 
have paid obeisance at the Holy 
Cave Shrine during the ongoing 
Shri Amarnathji Yatra.

In view of  the inclem-
ent weather forecast along 
the Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
route, it is hereby informed 
that no convoy, vehicle car-
rying Shri Amarnath ji yatra 
pilgrims will be allowed to 
proceed from Bhagwati Nagar, 
Jammu, towards the base 
camps of  Baltal and Nunwan 
(Pahalgam) on July 19, 2026.

The decision has been 
taken as a precautionary 
measure to ensure the safety 
and well-being of  the pil-
grims in view of  the adverse 
weather conditions predicted 
along the Yatra route.

"No fresh batch of  pil-
grims shall be P-06

     Chinar Book Festival

Books Inspire Change, Build 
A Stronger Society: LG Sinha
Says Our Goal Is To Transform Jammu Kashmir Into A National Hub For Knowledge, Culture, Creativity

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Calling books the 
foundation of  an enlightened 
society, Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Saturday said 
the Chinar Book Festival is help-
ing restore Jammu and Kash-
mir’s legacy as a centre of  learn-
ing and literature, while urging 
youngsters to cultivate the habit 
of  reading beyond textbooks.

Sinha was speaking at the 
third edition of  the Chinar Book 
Festival in Srinagar. The Lieu-
tenant Governor congratulated 
the National Book Trust and the 
organisers for their commend-
able work.

“This festival is more than 
just an event. It is a movement 
to build a vibrant community of  
readers, writers, and thinkers. 
Our goal is to transform Jammu 
Kashmir into a national hub for 
knowledge, culture, and creativ-
ity. I hope this book festival will 
inspire the youth to read every 
day, protect endangered languag-
es, and use literature as a way to 

value and respect diversity,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
said that books are like living 
conversations and they force us 
to think deeply, ask questions, 
challenge what we believe, and 
inspire us to grow.

“Nothing matches the power 
of  writing. Combined with a 

strong imagination, it becomes 
a lasting strength. A vibrant 
book festival creates such envi-
ronment and a welcoming space 
where literature becomes acces-
sible, inspiring, and meaningful 
for everyone,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor also 
stated that in a very short span 

of  time, the Chinar Book Festi-
val has become a unique celebra-
tion of  ideas, transforming into 
a vibrant intellectual movement 
across Jammu Kashmir.

“I believe writers and think-
ers are like glowing lamps and 
blooming roses. In many ways, 
they mirror the majestic Chinar 
tree. In Kashmir, the Chinar is 
a living symbol of  patience, 
beauty, and endurance. Writ-
ers and their books share this 
same lasting spirit, guiding 
human civilization through the 
ages. Together, we share the 
responsibility to restore Jammu 
Kashmir as a leading hub for 
education, literature, and youth 
empowerment,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
observed that Chinar Book Fes-
tival has become a strong nation-
al platform of  ideas, debates 
and knowledge exchange. Its 
identity is no longer confined 
to stalls and book launches; it 
has become a means to generate 
new ideas, encourage P-06

Omar Seeking Statehood For Abdullah 
Family’s ‘Royal Lifestyle’: LoP Sharma

REHAN QAYOOM 

SRINAGAR: Leader of  
Opposition (LoP) in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Assem-
bly and Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) senior leader 
Sunil Sharma on Saturday 
said Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah is demanding res-
toration of  statehood not for 
J&K people but to restore 
the Abdullah family’s “royal 
lifestyle.”

Speaking to reporters 
here, Sharma, said, “The 
issue of  statehood had always 
been the BJP’s agenda and 
not that of  the National Con-
ference (NC).”

He said, “Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah is seeking 
restoration of  statehood 
because the Abdullah fam-
ily’s royal lifestyle had been 
affected after the constitu-
tional changes of  August 2019 
and that the demand is not 
for the people of  Jammu and 
Kashmir.”

The LoP said the BJP had 

never promised statehood to 
the Abdullah family but had 
committed to restoring it to 
the people of  Jammu and 
Kashmir.

“We have made that com-
mitment and we will restore 
statehood at the appropriate 
time,” he said.

He said the ruling Nation-
al Conference (NC) is using 
the statehood campaign to 
divert public attention from 
governance failures and 
unfulfilled election promises.

“The Abdullah family had 
been entrusted with power 
by the people for P-06

Govt Extends Summer Vacation For 

Kashmir Schools Till Wednesday
Educational Establishments To Reopen On Thursday: Sakina Itoo

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: The government 
on Saturday extended summer 
vacation for all schools of  Kash-
mir division and winter zones 
of  Jammu division till Wednes-
day in view of  prevailing heat 
weather conditions and inclem-
ent weather advisory.

Education Minister Sakina 
Itoo said, “Summer vacations 
have been extended by three 
more days for schools in Kash-
mir division and winter zones of  
Jammu division.”

“The vacation has been 
announced in view of  the prevail-
ing heat wave and the inclement 
weather advisory issued by the 
weatherman,” the minister said.

Earlier, the minister said that 
the Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment will take a final decision on 

whether to extend summer vaca-
tions in schools after reviewing the 
prevailing weather conditions.

She said the health and well-
being of students remain the gov-
ernment's top priority. “There is no 
doubt that weather conditions in 
Kashmir are changing. For us, the 
health of students is more impor-
tant than anything else,” she added.

The government had earlier 

announced summer vacations for 
all schools in the Kashmir Division 
and winter zones of  the Jammu 
Division from July 6 to July 19.

Meanwhile, the Meteorologi-
cal Department has forecast the 
prevailing heatwave to continue 
till July 19 and warned of  heavy 
rainfall and the possibility of  
flash floods between July 20 and 
July 23—(KNO)

CS Assesses The 'Data 
Management Strategy' For J&K
Directs Creation Of Integrated Data 
Ecosystem For Seamless Citizen Services

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: In a sig-
nificant step towards 
advancing digital 
governance and 
ensuring hassle-
free delivery of  
public services, 
Chief  Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo, chaired 
a high-level meeting to 
review the proposed 'Data 
Management Strategy and 
Action Plan' aimed at creat-
ing a secure, interoperable 
and citizen-centric data eco-
system across Government 
departments in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The proposed initiative 
seeks to establish an inte-
grated framework for secure 
sharing and harmonization 
of  government data, enabling 
departments to access 
authenticated information 

through authorized digital 
platforms instead of  repeat-

edly seeking the same 
documents from 
citizens. The ini-
tiative is expected 
to substantially 
improve inter-

departmental coor-
dination, eliminate 

duplication of  records, 
enhance transparency and 

ensure faster, more efficient 
delivery of  welfare benefits 
and public services.

The meeting was attended 
by the concerned Adminis-
trative Secretaries including 
Commissioner Secretary, 
PD&MD; MD, J&K Bank; 
DG, E&S; SIO, NIC; Direc-
tor, Planning and HoDs from 
other concerned Depart-
ments.

Reviewing the proposed 
framework, the Chief  Secre-
tary underscored P-06

Zero Tolerance Against Terrorism Is Not Merely 
Statement, But A Line Of Action: Rajnath Singh

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Backed by a 
major boost in indigenous 
defence production, India is 
rapidly emerging as a cred-
ible global security partner, 
expanding its strategic foot-
print from the Indian Ocean 
to the Indo-Pacific, Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh said 
on Saturday.

In an address at an event, 
Singh, sending a firm mes-
sage to Pakistan, said New 
Delhi has clearly articulated 
its perspective on terror-
ism before the entire world 
and added that "zero toler-
ance against terrorism is not 
merely a statement for us, but 
a Line of  Action".

"We will strike against ter-
rorism not just at the doorstep 
but by entering the house. The 

whole world saw this during 
Operation Sindoor," he noted.

The defence minister also 
highlighted India's success in 
indigenous defence manufac-
turing.

Defence products made 
in India are being exported 
to nearly 100 countries and 
the total volume of  the coun-

try's defence production 
has reached a record level 
of  nearly Rs 1.78 lakh crore 
annually, he said.

"Today, India is not just 
manufacturing defence 
equipment for itself. India is 
becoming a credible security 
partner for the world. From 
the Indian Ocean to the Indo-

Pacific, India's role is continu-
ously strengthening," he said 
in Hindi.

The defence minister 
added that the nation is well-
positioned to hit a Rs 3 lakh 
crore defence production 
milestone by 2029.

"If  a country depends on 
other countries for weapons, 
ammunition, navigation sys-
tems, missiles, radars and 
drones, then its strategic 
and military autonomy also 
becomes limited. We are 
working with the full inten-
tion of  completely changing 
this," he said.

Singh said the success of  
Operation Sindoor is a testa-
ment to the trust in India's 
industries.

The defence minister said 
the "biggest step" the Modi 
government P-06

NC Expels Senior 
Leader Over Anti-
Party Activities

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir National Conference 
(JKNC) on Saturday expelled 
Mohammad Jaffer Akhoon, 
Chief  Executive Councillor 
(CEC) of  the Ladakh Autono-
mous Hill Development Coun-
cil (LAHDC), Kargil, from the 
party’s primary membership 
for six years, citing anti-party 
activities and indiscipline.

The decision was announced 
by the party in a post on its offi-
cial X handle, stating that JKNC 
General Secretary Haji Ali 
Mohammad Sagar had ordered 
the action against Akhoon.

“The action has been taken 
in view of  his anti-party activi-
ties and for causing indiscipline 
within the party,” the party said.

The move comes amid 
months of  friction within the 
INDIA bloc alliance in Kargil, 
following differences over an 
alleged pre-election rotational 
power-sharing arrangement 
between the National P-06

Kashmir’s Premium Cherries, Plums 
Reach Singapore Market For First Time
APEDA Says Committed To Connecting J&K 
Farmers To Global Markets

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: In another sig-
nificant milestone for Jammu 
& Kashmir's horticulture 
sector, premium Areko cher-
ries and Scentrose plums 
from the orchards of  Shop-
ian and Pulwama have made 
their debut in Singapore, 
marking the first-ever com-
mercial shipment of  these 
premium fruits to the South-
east Asian market.

The export, facilitated 
by the Agricultural and 
Processed Food Products 
Export Development Author-
ity (APEDA) in collaboration 

with exporters, growers and 
other stakeholders, reflects 
India's growing success 
in positioning Jammu & 
Kashmir as a reliable global 
source of  high-quality tem-
perate fruits.

The latest shipment builds 
upon the successful export of  
premium cherries and plums 
to Abu Dhabi and Dubai 
earlier this month, further 
expanding the international 
footprint of  Kashmir's horti-
cultural produce.

It also follows the success-
ful promotion and export of  
locally grown cherries to 
Saudi Arabia and P-06
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL 
& HOSPITALS DIVISION BARAMULLA

e-mail, id, xenmhd.bla@jk.gov.in/

CORRIGENDUM-I
Subject: - Re-Tendering of e-NIT No. 25 of 2026-27 Dated: - 07-07-2026.
Reference: - Tender IDs: - 2026_PWDJK_341899_1

Due to no response from bidders, the e-NIT for the work titled “Comprehensive Maintenance 
of PSA Technology based Oxygen Generation Plant (300 LPM Oxywise make) including all the 
Electrical Equipment and Operation of PSA Technology based Oxygen Generation Plant by way of 
engagement of 03 (three) semi-skilled Operators (01 in each shift) for round the clock operation 
of the OGP at Sub-District Hospital Kreeri for a period of One year”, stands retendered as under:

S. No Description Re- Scheduled date
1 Date of Downloading 07-07-2025 (06:15 PM) to 29-07-2025 (06:00 PM)
2 Date of uploading 07-07-2025 (06:30 PM) to 29-07-2025 (06:55 PM)
3 Due date of opening of tender 30-07-2025 (01:00 PM)

All other terms and conditions shall remain unchanged.
No: - M&HDB/TS/1089-94  Sd/-
Dated: - 18-07-2025 Executive Engineer
DIPK-3444-26 Mechanic& Hospitals Division
DT: 18/07/2026 Baramulla

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PMGSY 
(JKRRDA) DIVISION BUDGAM

Tel/Fax:- 0194-2440121,
CORRIGENDUM FOR EXTENSION OF CRITICAL DATES

Ref:-This Office E-NIT No:-06/EE/PMGSY/B/E-TENDERING of 2025-26, Dated:-09-07-
2026(Ist Call) under endorsement no.EE/PMGSY/B/1999-2003,Dated:-09-07-2026.
Kindly refer to above mentioned e-NIT,the critical dates for submission of online bids are hereby 
extended as per the following schedule:-

Critical Dates:-
Sr. No Particulars Date Extended From Date Extended To

01 Bid Submission closing Date 17-07-2026,
04:00PM

21-07-2026, 
04:00PM

03 Date and Time of Bid opening 18-07-2026,
11:30AM

22-07-2026, 
11:30AM

All other terms and conditions mentioned in the aforementioned E-NIT shall remain same. The 
Corrigendum shall form an integral part of the Tender Document and shall be read in conjugation 
with the original Tender Notice.
No.EE/PMGSY/B/ Sd-/-
Dated:-      -07-2026. Executive Engineer
DIPK-3446-26   PMGSY (JKRRDA)
DT: 18/07/2026 Div-Budgam

Information Department's 
newly Posted Officers 
assume Office at JDI Kashmir
Shabir Ahmad Bhat assumes charge as FPO; Parvaiz 
Lone as Youth Information Officer

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Following 
the recent reshuffle in the 
Information Department, 
Shabir Ahmad Bhat Sat-
urday assumed charge 
as Field Publicity Officer 
(FPO), Kashmir, while Par-
vaiz Ahmad Lone assumed 
charge as Youth Informa-
tion Officer, Kashmir, at 
the Joint Directorate of  
Information, Kashmir.

Joint Director Infor-
mation Kashmir, Syed 
Shahnawaz Bukhari, 
Deputy Director Informa-
tion Headquarter Kash-
mir,  Deputy Director, PR,  
Cultural Officer, Kashmir 
and other officials of  the 
department welcomed both 
the officers on assuming 
their new assignments.

Soon after assuming 
charge, the newly appoint-
ed officers held an intro-
ductory meeting with the 
officials of  their respective 
wings. They interacted 
with the staff  and reviewed 
the functioning of  the offic-
es, besides taking stock of  
the ongoing activities and 
outreach initiatives.

Calling for a collabora-
tive and result-oriented 
work culture, the officers 
urged the officials to work 
with renewed commitment 
and a sense of  responsibil-
ity to further strengthen 
the department's outreach 
across Kashmir.

The officers assured the 
officials of  their full sup-
port and cooperation in 
the efficient discharge of  
their responsibilities and 
stressed the importance 
of  close coordination to 
strengthen the depart-
ment's outreach across 
Kashmir.

Sajad Ahmed Shah assumes 
charge as DIO Shopian

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: District 
Administration Shop-
ian Saturday accorded 
a warm welcome to 
Sajad Ahmed Shah, who 
assumed charge as Dis-
trict Information Officer 
(DIO), Shopian.

Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Shopian, Shishir 
Gupta, Additional Dis-
trict Development Com-
missioner (ADDC), 
Dr.Nasir Ahmed Lone, 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC), Dr. 
Zakir Hussain Faaz and 
officers and officials of  
the District Information 
Centre (DIC) welcomed 
new DIO and conveyed 
their best wishes for his 
successful tenure in the 
district.

On the occasion, the 
DC expressed confi-
dence that Sajad Ahmed 
Shah would discharge 
his responsibilities with 
dedication, profession-
alism and commitment 
while further strength-
ening the dissemination 

of  government informa-
tion and public outreach 
initiatives in the district.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sajad Ahmed Shah 
thanked the District 
Administration and the 
officers for the warm 
reception. He assured 
that he would work with 
utmost sincerity and ded-
ication to ensure timely 
and effective communica-
tion of  government pro-
grammes and develop-
mental initiatives to the 
public.

The welcome function 
concluded on a cordial 
note, with officers and 
officials extending their 
full support and coop-
eration to the new DIO in 
carrying out his responsi-
bilities effectively.

Food Safety Deptt intensifies 
market surveillance in Shopian
Food Samples Lifted, FBOs 
Sensitized on Hygiene Norms

DIPR's Cultural Unit Kashmir organises 
day-long cultural show at Yusmarg

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: The Cultur-
al Unit Kashmir of  the 
Department of  Informa-
tion and Public Relations 
(DIPR) Saturday organ-
ised a day-long cultural 
programme at the scenic 
tourist destination of  Yus-
marg, captivating visitors 
with vibrant performances 
while spreading awareness 
about the growing menace 
of  drug abuse.

The event showcased 
the rich cultural heritage 
of  Jammu and Kashmir 
through a variety of  tradi-
tional and contemporary 
performances. The major 
attractions included the 
traditional Bhaand Pather, 
Bacha Naghma, folk 
music presentations, and 
a thought-provoking skit 
based on the Nasha Mukt 
Jammu & Kashmir Abhi-
yan (NMJKA), highlighting 
the adverse consequences 
of  substance abuse and the 
importance of  collective 
efforts in building a drug-
free society.

A large number of  visi-
tors, including tourists from 
different parts of  the coun-
try, gathered at the venue 

and thoroughly enjoyed 
the performances. The pro-
gramme served as a unique 
blend of  entertainment, 
cultural preservation and 
social awareness.

The event was also 
attended by officers and 
officials of  the Joint Direc-
torate of  Information 
Kashmir.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the officers high-
lighted the importance of  
organising cultural pro-
grammes at tourist desti-
nations to promote tour-
ism, preserve Kashmir's 
rich cultural heritage and 
create awareness about 
important social issues, 
particularly drug abuse 
among youth.

Tourists and visitors 
appreciated the initiative 

of  DIPR, stating that such 
programmes not only 
provide quality entertain-
ment but also introduce 
audiences to the rich folk 
theatre, music and cul-
tural traditions of  Kash-
mir. They noted that the 
performances effectively 
conveyed important social 
messages, encouraged 
civic responsibility and 
promoted awareness about 
contemporary challenges 
facing society.

The audience lauded the 
Department for organis-
ing cultural outreach pro-
grammes at tourist desti-
nations, describing them 
as an effective medium for 
fostering cultural under-
standing, social awareness 
and meaningful public 
engagement.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: The Food 
Safety Department Shop-
ian Saturday conducted a 
comprehensive inspection 
drive in the main market, 
Shopian to ensure the 
availability of  safe and 
quality food products for 
consumers.

During the inspection, 
the enforcement team 
lifted two food samples for 
detailed laboratory analy-
sis to ascertain their qual-
ity and conformity with 
the prescribed standards 
under the Food Safety and 
Standards Act, 2006.

As part of  the drive, the 
team also carried out an 
extensive awareness pro-
gramme among Food Busi-

ness Operators (FBOs), 
emphasizing the impor-
tance of  maintaining high 
standards of  hygiene and 
sanitation in food establish-
ments. The operators were 
sensitized about safe food 
handling practices, clean-
liness of  food preparation 
and storage areas, use of  
wholesome raw materials 
and adherence to personal 
hygiene by food handlers.

The Food Safety Depart-
ment advised all FBOs to 
strictly comply with the 
provisions of  the Food 
Safety and Standards Act, 
2006 and urged them to 
adopt best hygiene prac-
tices to safeguard public 
health and ensure the 
supply of  safe and whole-
some food to consumers.

J&K Judicial Academy holds Day-33 

Training for Civil Judges, Judicial Officers

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Under the 
patronage of  Acting Chief  
Justice of  High Court of  
Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh and Patron-in-
Chief, Governing Commit-
tee, J&K Judicial Academy, 
Sanjeev Kumar and guid-
ance of  Justice Rajnesh 
Oswal, Judge, High Court 
of  Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh and Chairman, 
Governing Committee, 
J&K Judicial Academy, 
the Jammu & Kashmir 
Judicial Academy Satur-
day conducted Day-33 of  
academic sessions of  the 
Pre-Appointment Induc-
tion Training Programme 
for Trainee Civil Judges 
(Junior Division), Batch-
2026, along with a Continu-
ing Judicial Education Pro-
gramme for the Judicial 
Officers of  Batch-2020 at 
the J&K Judicial Academy, 
Mominabad, Srinagar.

The morning sessions 
were conducted by Justice 
Rajesh Bindal, Former 
Judge, Supreme Court of  
India, on "Technology in 
the Administration of  Jus-
tice" and "Artificial Intel-
ligence for Judges."

Addressing the par-
ticipants, Justice Rajesh 
Bindal highlighted the 
indispensable role of  tech-
nology in strengthening an 
efficient, transparent and 
accessible justice delivery 
system. He underscored 
the judiciary's progressive 
transition towards digi-
tal and paperless courts 
through practical demon-
strations of  technologi-
cal platforms such as the 
National Judicial Data 
Grid (NJDG), Electronic 
Supreme Court Reports 

(eSCR) and the Bhashini 
application.

 Justice Rajesh Bindal 
familiarized the partici-
pants with their utility 
in judicial functioning, 
legal research and access 
to justice.

During the session on 
Artificial Intelligence, 
he explained the con-
cept of  Artificial Intelli-
gence and demonstrated 
its applications in legal 
research, judgment sup-
port, drafting, summari-
zation and transcription. 
He emphasised that AI is 
only an enabling tool and 
can never substitute the 
independent application 
of  judicial mind.

Justice Rajesh Bindal 
urged the judicial offi-
cers to embrace technol-
ogy responsibly and ethi-
cally while ensuring that 
the ultimate responsibil-
ity for judicial decision-
making always rests with 
the Judge.

The afternoon sessions 
were conducted by Justice 
Rahul Bharti, Judge, High 
Court of  Jammu & Kashmir 
and Ladakh and Member, 
Governing Committee, J&K 
Judicial Academy.

Addressing both the 
Judicial Officers of  Batch-
2020 and the Trainee Civil 
Judges (Junior Division), 
Batch-2026, Justice Rahul 
Bharti emphasized that 
the essence of  the judicial 
profession lies in continu-
ous learning, intellectual 
discipline and unwavering 
seriousness towards one's 
judicial responsibilities.

Drawing from his own 
journey at the Bar and the 
invaluable lessons learnt 
under his senior, Justice 
Rahul Bharti observed 
that every judicial offi-
cer must cultivate the 
habit of  constant study of  
law, legal history, juris-
prudence and evolving 
judicial precedents. He 
stressed that every matter 

brought before a court 
deserves careful and con-
scious application of  mind, 
observing that no judicial 
proceeding is truly "uncon-
tested" if  examined with 
the vigilance, sensitivity 
and responsibility expect-
ed of  a Judge.

Referring to judgment 
writing as one of  the most 
significant responsibilities 
of  a Judge, Justice Rahul 
Bharti encouraged the par-
ticipants to develop clar-
ity of  thought, analytical 
reasoning and precision in 
judicial writing. He urged 
the participants to uphold 
the highest standards of  
professionalism, diligence, 
humility and accountabili-
ty throughout their judicial 
careers.

Earlier, Director, J&K 
Judicial Academy, Naseer 
Ahmad Dar briefly high-
lighted the significance of  
the day's academic pro-
gramme in strengthening 
the judicial competence 
through deliberations on 
technology, artificial intel-
ligence, judgment writing 
besides decrees and orders.

T h e  p r o g r a m m e 
remained highly interac-
tive throughout the day, 
during which the par-
ticipants actively engaged 
with the Resource Persons, 
seeking guidance on vari-
ous practical and contem-
porary issues relating to 
judicial administration, 
technological advance-
ments and judicial deci-
sion-making. The delib-
erations provided valu-
able insights and further 
enriched the learning expe-
rience of  both the serv-
ing Judicial Officers and 
the newly inducted Civil 
Judges (Junior Division).

Jammu administration cracks 

down on drug peddlers
Demolishes 
multiple properties 
worth nearly ₹3 
crore in Nikki Tawi, 
Bishnah

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Under the direc-
tions of  District Magistrate 
Jammu Dr Rakesh Minhas 
and in coordination with 
SSP Jammu Joginder Singh, 
joint teams of  the District 
Administration and Jammu 
Police Saturday  carried out 
a demolition drive against 
properties of  drug peddlers 
in Jammu and Bishnah 
tehsils, dismantling several 
illegal structures built with 
proceeds of  the drug trade.

With today's combined 
operations at Bishnah 
and Nikki Tawi, the Dis-
trict Administration and 
Jammu Police demolished 
illegal properties worth a 
cumulative nearly ₹3 crore 

linked to drug trafficking, 
besides recovering heroin 
and illegal weapons from 
the accused.

At Ismailpur Kothey 
in tehsil Bishnah, SDM 
Jammu South Manu Hansa 
and SP South Vaibhav 
Meena supervised demo-
lition of  a double-storey 
structure worth approxi-
mately ₹1.5 crore.

Among those present 
were Tehsildar Bishnah, 
SDPO Gandhinagar and 
the SHOs of  Bishnah and 
Gangyal police stations.

At Nikki Tawi area in 
tehsil Jammu Khas, anoth-
er joint team demolished 

properties belonging to two 
more drug peddlers.

The team razed to the 
ground a structure spread 
over approximately 2.5 
kanals and valued at 
around ₹90 lakh.

In a parallel action, the 
team demolished commer-
cial structures, vacating 
approximately 5 marlas of  
land valued at around ₹40 
lakh.

These two operations 
removed illegal properties 
worth around ₹1.30 crore, 
linked to drug trafficking, 
from the Nikki Tawi area 
under provisions of  the 
NDPS Act.

DC Budgam for 
comprehensive 
preservation 
of manuscript 
heritage

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Budgam, Athar Aamir Khan 
Saturday called for comprehen-
sive preservation of manuscript 
heritage in Budgam district.

The Deputy Commissioner 
said this while chairing a meeting 
to assess the implementation of 
Mission Gyan Bharatam, aimed 
at preserving, documenting, and 
digitising available manuscript 
and other heritage sites.

At the outset, the DC stressed 
the need for coordinated and 
time bound efforts to identify, 
document, and preserve histori-
cal manuscripts and records. He 
directed all government depart-
ments, Tehsildars, and BDOs to 
conduct surveys in their jurisdic-
tions, including religious sites, 
heritage buildings, government 
offices, and private collections, 
to identify valuable manuscripts 
for preservation.

The Deputy Commissioner 
emphasised systematic digiti-
sation, scientific conservation, 
and public awareness to safe-
guard these heritage assets and 
make them accessible through a 
national digital repository.

The General Manager, DIC 
Budgam, briefed the meeting 
on the progress of digitisation, 
public outreach, and other activi-
ties under the Mission.

The DC called for strong inter 
departmental coordination, 
regular monitoring, and effec-
tive field-level implementation 
to ensure the district’s invaluable 
manuscript heritage is preserved 
for future generations.

Among others, the meeting 
was attended by the General 
Manager, DIC Budgam (Nodal 
Officer), Joint Director Plan-
ning, ACD, ACP, CMO, CEO, BDOs, 
Tehsildars, Executive Officers 
of Municipal Committees, and 
other district officials. 

DC Shopian reviews preparations 
for Independence Day-2026
Calls for grand, 
dignified and 
inclusive celebrations

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Shopian, Shishir Gupta Satur-
day chaired a comprehensive meet-
ing at the Mini-Secretariat to review 
and finalize arrangements for the 
smooth and successful celebration 
of Independence Day-2026 across 
the district.

The meeting was attended by 
Additional District Development 
Commissioner, Dr. Nasir Ahmed Lone; 
ADC, Dr. Zakir Hussain Faaz; GM, DIC, 
SDM, Zainapora, senior district offi-
cers, heads of departments, security 
agencies and other stakeholders who 
discussed the preparations in detail.

Reviewing the arrangements, 
the DC directed all departments 
to ensure meticulous planning 
and seamless coordination for the 
national event. He stressed that all 
necessary arrangements, including 
venue preparation, security, sanita-
tion, drinking water, electricity, seat-
ing, medical facilities, traffic manage-

ment, parking, fire and emergency 
services, cultural programmes and 
uninterrupted public address sys-
tems, should be put in place well in 
advance.

The DC emphasized that Inde-
pendence Day should be celebrated 
with patriotic fervour, dignity and 
enthusiasm while ensuring active 
participation of students, youth, 
ex-servicemen, freedom fighters 
families and the general public. He 
instructed the concerned depart-
ments to work in close coordination 
and complete all assigned respon-
sibilities within the stipulated 
timeline.

The meeting also reviewed the 
schedule of events, cultural perfor-
mances, march-past contingents, 
illumination of government buildings 
and arrangements for award presen-
tations to ensure the celebrations are 
conducted in a befitting manner.

Reiterating the importance of 
coordinated efforts, the DC urged 
all departments to discharge their 
responsibilities with dedication to 
make the Independence Day celebra-
tions memorable, peaceful and befit-
ting the significance of the occasion.
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LG Congratulates 
Skyroot Aerospace 
on Maiden Orbital 
Launch of Vikram-1

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha Sat-
urday extended his hearti-
est congratulations to 
Team Skyroot Aerospace 
following the successful 
maiden orbital launch of  
Vikram-1.

In his congratulatory 
message, the Lieutenant 
Governor has said:  “Hearti-
est congratulations to Team 
Skyroot Aerospace on the 
successful maiden orbital 
launch of  Vikram-1. This 
historic achievement is 
a proud moment for the 
nation and reflects Hon'ble 
Prime Minister Shri Nar-
endra Modi Ji's vision of  
strengthening India's space 

sector through innovation 
and private enterprise. I 
applaud Team Skyroot 
for their pioneering spirit 
and dedication. May this 
remarkable success inspire 
our youth to embrace sci-
ence and innovation and 
contribute to India's jour-
ney as a global leader in 
space exploration.”

Speaker visits fire affected 

families at Pakherpora; asks 

for immediate relief

Min Sharma flags off 'Ride with Pride 3.0' All-Women Motorbike expedition
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for Food, Civil 
Supplies & Consumer Affairs, 
Information Technology, Youth 
Services & Sports, and Science 
& Technology, Satish Sharma 
Saturday flagged off  the 'Ride 
with Pride 3.0 – Veergatha: 
Katha Amar Balidaniyon Ki', an 
all-women motorbike expedition 
organised by the Shakti Udghosh 
Foundation to commemorate 
Kargil Vijay Diwas and pay trib-
ute to the nation's brave martyrs.

MLA Nagrota Devyani Rana, 
who was also present on the occa-
sion, appreciated the initiative for 
promoting women's participation 
in adventure sports while foster-
ing patriotism and national unity.

The expedition, beginning 
from Balidan Stambh, Jammu, 
will traverse through Billawar, 
Bani and Bhaderwah before 
returning to Jammu.

During the journey, the par-
ticipants will interact with the 
families of  martyrs, visit sig-
nificant locations and spread 
the message of  courage, sacri-
fice, women empowerment and 
national integration.

Addressing the participants, 
Satish Sharma congratulated the 
organisers and the women riders 

for undertaking a unique expedi-
tion dedicated to the memory of  
the country's fallen heroes. He 
said the initiative is a powerful 
tribute to the unmatched valour 
of  the armed forces and an inspir-
ing example of  how women are 
breaking barriers by actively par-
ticipating in challenging adven-
ture activities.

The Minister observed that 
such programmes instill a sense 
of  patriotism, discipline and 
social responsibility among the 
youth while strengthening the 
bond between citizens and the 

families of  the nation's martyrs. 
He said the sacrifices of  the brave 
soldiers can never be forgotten 
and every citizen has a collective 
responsibility to preserve their 
legacy for future generations.

Highlighting the importance 
of  sports and adventure activi-
ties, Satish Sharma said the 
Government of  Jammu and 
Kashmir is committed to create 
an enabling environment for 
youth, particularly women, to 
participate in sports, fitness and 
leadership-oriented initiatives. 
He noted that such expeditions 

not only promote physical endur-
ance and self-confidence but also 
inspire young people to con-
tribute positively to society and 
nation-building.

MLA Nagrota Devyani Rana 
also commended the efforts of  
the Shakti Udghosh Foundation 
for conceptualising an expedi-
tion that blends adventure with 
a noble social cause. She appreci-
ated the enthusiasm and deter-
mination of  the women partici-
pants and expressed confidence 
that their journey would inspire 
many more women to pursue 

leadership roles in sports and 
public life.

The organisers informed that 
the expedition is designed as a 
tribute rather than a recreational 
ride, with the participants observ-
ing strict discipline throughout 
the journey while honouring the 
memories of  India's bravehearts.

Prominent members of  the 
Shakti Udghosh Foundation, 
women riders, volunteers and 
other dignitaries were present 
on the occasion.

Later, the Minister attended 
the music video release cer-
emony organised by Aakarshit 
Films Organic at the Writer's 
Club, Abhinav Theatre, Jammu, 
where he released the production 
in presence of  artists, filmmak-
ers and members of  the creative 
fraternity.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Satish Sharma said music, films 
and other creative arts play a 
significant role in preserving 
the cultural heritage, nurturing 
young talent and promoting the 
rich artistic traditions of  Jammu 
and Kashmir. He appreciated 
the efforts of  the filmmakers in 
providing a platform to emerg-
ing artists and encouraged the 
youth to pursue innovation and 
excellence in the creative sector.

Sakeena Itoo chairs district level 

farmers' awareness programme 

at D K Marg Kulgam
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Minister for 
Education, Health & Medi-
cal Education and Social 
Welfare, Sakeena Itoo, Sat-
urday presided over a dis-
trict level farmers' aware-
ness programme organ-
ised by the Department 
of  Horticulture, Kulgam, 
under the Centrally Spon-
sored Scheme “Mission for 
Integrated Development of  
Horticulture” (CSS-MIDH) 

at DK Marg in D.H. Pora.
The programme was 

organised to create aware-
ness among the orchardists 
and farmers about modern 
horticultural practices, 
scientific interventions 
and various government 
schemes aimed at enhanc-
ing the farmers’ productiv-
ity and income.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Minister stressed 
the need to provide farm-
ers with proper technical 
guidance and continued 
institutional support to 
enhance productivity and 
improve livelihoods.

The Minister also 
inspected an exhibition 

comprising stalls estab-
lished by the Department 
of  Horticulture and vari-
ous allied departments. The 
stalls showcased depart-
mental schemes, technologi-
cal interventions and servic-
es available to the farmers 
while technical experts pro-
vided on-the-spot guidance 
and addressed field-level 
queries.

The participants were 
also briefed about the flag-
ship schemes being imple-

mented by the Department 
of  Horticulture for the ben-
efit of  orchardists.

During the technical 
session, the experts from 
SKUAST-Kashmir apprised 
the participants of  the Uni-
versity's research and exten-
sion initiatives for the farm-
ing community. They deliv-
ered an informative lecture 
on integrated insect pest 
management, emphasising 
scientific, eco-friendly and 
sustainable approaches for 
effective pest control in fruit 
crops.

The Department of  Hor-
ticulture displayed a wide 
range of  locally grown and 
exotic fruits, quality plant-

ing material and different 
fruit varieties, highlighting 
Kulgam's rich horticultur-
al potential.

An innovative Horticul-
ture Help Desk was also 
established to provide tech-
nical guidance, grievance 
redressal and information 
on departmental schemes.

On the occasion, publi-
cation, "Building a Green-
er, Prosperous Kulgam," 
documenting the achieve-
ments made under the 

Holistic Agriculture 
Development Programme 
(HADP) during the last 
three years was released.

The Minister also lis-
tened to various public 
issues and demands raised 
by the people and assured 
them of appropriate redress.

Later, the Minister laid 
foundation stone for the 
Horticulture Develop-
ment Office Complex and 
an additional classroom at 
Government Middle School 
Kounsarbal and Babapora.

During her visit, Sakee-
na Itoo also inaugurated  
Rapid Sand Filtration 
(RSF) Plant at Ahmadabad 
Trangzadoo.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Speaker, 
Jammu and Kashmir Leg-
islative Assembly, Abdul 
Rahim Rather, Saturday 
visited Pakherpora in 
Budgam district to meet 
the families affected by 
the unfortunate fire inci-
dent that caused extensive 
damage to the residential 
houses and property.

Expressing profound 
grief  over the incident, 
the Speaker interacted 
with the affected families, 
enquired about their well-
being and assured them of  
all possible support during 
this difficult time.

During his visit, the 
Speaker directed the dis-
trict administration to 
undertake an immediate 
and comprehensive assess-
ment of  the damage to 
residential houses, house-
hold belongings and other 

property so that the extent 
of  the losses is accurately 
determined.

Taking note of  the imme-
diate hardships being faced 
by the affected families, 
whose houses have been 
rendered uninhabitable, 
the Speaker instructed the 
administration to make 
prompt arrangements for 
temporary accommoda-
tion by providing tents and 
ensuring the supply of  free 
ration and other essential 
relief  material without 
delay.

The Speaker further 
emphasized that the 
damage assessment pro-
cess should be completed 
on a priority basis to facil-
itate the timely disburse-
ment of  admissible relief  
and compensation to the 
affected families. He direct-
ed the concerned officers 
to ensure that no affected 
household is deprived of  

the assistance to which it 
is entitled.

Reiterating the commit-
ment to the welfare of  the 
affected families, the Speak-
er directed the District 
Administration to extend 
immediate relief  and all 
possible assistance, besides 
taking every necessary mea-
sure for their rehabilitation 
and restoring normalcy at 
the earliest.

SDM Chadoora, Execu-
tive Engineer R&B Charar-
i-Sharief  and BDO Phak-
erpora accompanied the 
Speaker during the visit.

The Speaker also vis-
ited the family of  police 
personnel who lost his 
life in an accident at 
Bailey Bridge Chadoora 
to express his deepest con-
dolences and sympathy 
with the bereaved family. 
He prayed for the strength 
to the family to bear this 
irreparable loss.

LG Sinha to lead ‘Mulaqat’ 
interfaith dialogue in 
Baramulla today

WARIS FAYAZ

BARAMULLA: Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha 
will lead "Mulaqat", an 
interfaith dialogue initia-
tive here in North Kashmir 
today.

According to the details 
available, the event is 
aimed at promoting peace, 
harmony and mutual 
understanding among dif-
ferent sections of  society.

LG Sinha will attend 
the event at Dak Bunglow 
as the chief  guest, with 
organisers stating that all 
necessary arrangements, 
including security prepa-
rations, have been finalised 
for the programme.

Chairman of the organis-
ing body, Wajahat Farooq, 
said the first edition of  

"Mulaqat" will be held in 
Baramulla under the chair-
manship of  the Lieutenant 
Governor, following which 
the initiative will be extend-
ed to other districts of  the 
Kashmir Valley.

"The programme will 
bring together religious 
leaders, civil society rep-
resentatives, government 
officials, youth and the 
general public for mean-
ingful dialogue aimed at 
strengthening peace, har-
mony and understanding," 
Farooq said.

The organisers said 
the platform will focus 
on encouraging dialogue 
among communities and 
creating greater awareness 
about the importance of  
tolerance, coexistence and 
social unity—(KNO)

Community volunteers plant over 
100 deodar saplings in Budgam

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: A group of  
local volunteers and com-
munity members on Sat-
urday planted over 100 
deodar saplings at Rath-
sun in central Kashmir's 
Budgam district as part of  
a community-led initiative 
to promote afforestation 
and environmental con-
servation.

The drive was organised 
through voluntary contri-
butions under the banner 
of  Green Valley Revival.

In a statement issued, 
a spokesperson said the 
initiative was organised 
entirely through volun-
tary efforts, with mem-
bers contributing their 
own time, resources, and 
funds. Working under the 
banner of  Green Valley 
Revival, the volunteers 
share a common vision of  
reviving Kashmir's green 
cover through sustained 
afforestation and encour-
aging greater public par-
ticipation in environmen-
tal conservation.

He said local communi-
ty members also joined the 

drive, making the planta-
tion campaign a collective 
effort.

The spokesperson said 
those who contributed 
to the initiative includ-
ed Irfan Mir, a tourism 
teacher at GGHSS Kothi 
Bagh, Srinagar; Faizan 
Arif, an independent cli-
mate analyst and envi-
ronmentalist; Dr Rehana 
Rasheed, Abrar Zahur, 
Dr Tajamul Rather, 
Showkat Hamid, Syed 
Irfan-ul-Haq, Mohd Shafi 
Rather, Ashiq Hussain, 
Mushtaq Ahmad Kumar, 
and several other volun-
teers who actively par-
ticipated in the drive.

“The Rathsun plan-
tation campaign marks 
another step in the vol-
unteers' ongoing environ-
mental efforts. Earlier, 
around 500 deodar saplings 
were planted at Dignibal, 
and the group intends to 
continue similar commu-
nity-led plantation drives 
across different areas of  
Kashmir to help restore 
and preserve the Valley's 
green cover for future gen-
erations,” he said.

Driver killed after tractor 
overturns in Budgam

NAVEED UL HAQ

BUDGAM: A man was 
killed after a tractor 
turned turtle in the Bata-
pora area of  Wathora in 
Chadoora tehsil of  central 
Kashmir’s Budgam district 
on Saturday.

Officials said that the 
tractor overturned while 
the man was driving it, 
leaving him critically 
injured.

He was immediately 
shifted to Sub-District Hos-
pital Chadoora, where doc-
tors declared him brought 
dead.

The deceased has 
been identified as Ishfaq 
Ahmad, son of  Mohammad 
Rafiq, a resident of  Hanji-
gund, Chadoora.

Meanwhile, police have 
taken cognizance of  the 
incident and initiated fur-
ther proceedings—(KNO)

District Admin, Police intensify 
crackdown on drug peddlers in Budgam
Demolish multiple illegal properties in Beerwah, 
Khansahib Sub-Divisions

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: District Administra-
tion Budgam, in coordination 
with District Police Budgam, has 
intensified its crackdown against 
drug peddlers across the district, 
continuing its sustained cam-
paign to dismantle illegal assets 
linked to narcotics trafficking.

As part of  the ongoing anti-
drug drive, the District 
Administration and Dis-
trict Police on Saturday 
demolished three illegally 
constructed properties 
belonging to alleged drug 
peddlers in the Magam 
Sub-Division.

The demolition was car-
ried out in the Chairu and 
Mazhama areas in the pres-
ence of  the concerned rev-
enue and police officials. During 
the operation, three illegal 
shops, unauthorized fencing, and 
encroachment over five marlas 
of  land were removed.

The action forms part of  the 
administration’s continued 
efforts to dismantle illegally 
acquired assets of  individuals 
involved in drug peddling and to 
curb the menace of  narcotics in 
the district.

Earlier, the District Admin-

istration, along with District 
Police, had demolished four 
illegally constructed proper-
ties belonging to alleged drug 
peddlers in the Khansahib Sub-
Division.

The demolition drive was con-
ducted in the Parnewa and Arigam 
areas in the presence of  revenue 
and police officials. During the 
operation, four shops, a cowshed, 

and a tile factory constructed ille-
gally were demolished.

The District Administration 
reiterated its firm commitment to 
continue stringent action against 
drug peddlers and to identify and 
demolish all illegally acquired 
properties linked to drug traf-
ficking. It also appealed to the 
public to support the administra-
tion and police by sharing infor-
mation to help eradicate the drug 
menace from society.

Div Com reviews preparations for 

Independence Day Celebrations

Calls for advance Planning and Timely mobilization of resources
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir, Anshul Garg, on 
Friday chaired a high-level meeting 
to review the preparedness of  vari-
ous departments for the forthcom-
ing Independence Day celebrations, 
emphasizing the need for advance 
planning, inter-departmental coor-
dination, and timely mobilization 
of  resources to ensure the smooth 
conduct of  the national event.

The meeting was attended by 
Inspector General of  Police (IGP) 
Kashmir, V.K. Birdi, Deputy Com-
missioners of  all districts, and 
Heads of  Departments (HoDs) of  
the Srinagar Municipal Corpora-
tion (SMC), Roads & Buildings 
(R&B), Power Development Depart-
ment (PDD), Education, Culture, Jal 
Shakti, Health, Information, Hospi-
tality & Protocol, Traffic Police, Fire 
& Emergency Services, Doordar-
shan, SKICC, and other concerned 
departments.

The Divisional Commissioner 
conducted a comprehensive review 
of  arrangements relating to secu-
rity, logistics, protocol, medical and 
emergency services, venue manage-
ment, full-dress rehearsal, event exe-
cution, and post-event coordination.

To ensure seamless arrange-
ments, Garg directed the Chief Engi-

neer, R&B, to make comprehensive 
arrangements for tentage, seating, 
stage and dais, besides installing 
LED screens at the venue. The Chief  
Engineer, PDD, was instructed to 
ensure uninterrupted power supply 
with adequate generator backup and 
illumination of  important govern-
ment buildings.

The Chief  Engineer, Jal Shakti, 
was directed to ensure an adequate 
supply of  drinking water and instal-
lation of  RO units at the venue. The 
Floriculture Department was tasked 
with decorating the dais and making 
floral arrangements at the Balidan 
Stambh, while the Police Depart-
ment was instructed to facilitate the 
showering of  flower petals through 
drones during the celebrations.

The Commissioner, Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation, was direct-
ed to ensure proper sanitation, ade-
quate toilet facilities, and effective 
dewatering arrangements in the 
event of  rainfall.

The Police Department was 

instructed to put in place foolproof  
security arrangements to ensure 
the peaceful and smooth conduct 
of  the Independence Day function.

The Information Department 
was directed to install a synchro-
nized public address system in 
coordination with the R&B Depart-
ment and Police to ensure uninter-
rupted proceedings besides instal-
lation of  hoardings.

The Divisional Commissioner 
further directed the Depart-
ments of  Culture, Youth Services 
& Sports, and the J&K Sports 
Council to prepare cultural pro-
grammes and performances. He 
also instructed the concerned 
departments to organize contin-
gents comprising personnel from 
the Police, other security agen-
cies, NCC, schools, and colleges. 
In addition, schools, colleges, and 
the Information Department were 
asked to organize quiz and sing-
ing competitions as part of  the 
celebrations.



facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

EDIT

        CMYK                CMYK        

SRINAGAR  | Sunday-19-July-2026 04

IDEAS, OPINIONS AND VIEWS EXPRESSED IN ARTICLES PUBLISHED ARE WRITERS' OWN 
AND MAY NOT BE FOUND IN ACCORD WITH THOSE OF GOOD MORNING KASHMIR

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 04edit

Printer, Publisher, Owner, Editor in Chief:
Javed Ashraf Shah
Associate Editor:

Mir Suhail
Bureau Chief Jammu:

Harbans Nagokay
Manager:

Aarif Yaseen (9419063021)
R.N.I No: JKENG/2010/36998

Regd No: 109555
Cell No: 0194-3572043

E-mail:
goodmorningkashmir@gmail.com

dailygmk@gmail.com
Office Address:

Mandir Lane, Abi Guzar, Residency
Road, Srinagar - 190001

Printed at:
Khidmat Offset Press, The Bund, Srinagar

Graphic / Layout Designer:
Shahid  Yaseen (+91-7006618090)

Published From:
Shah Brothers, Main Bus Stand,

 Lalbazar,  Srinagar-190011

Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

When The Heat Becomes 
Too Much, Children 

Must Come First

K
ashmir is sweating through a summer 
that feels entirely unfamiliar. Day 
after day, the relentless heat has 
made life uncomfortable for every-
one, but for school-going children, 

it has become downright unbearable. As the 
summer break winds down and schools pre-
pare to reopen, thousands of anxious parents 
are holding their breath for a government deci-
sion. Their worry isn't dramatic, it’s entirely 
justified. Think about the daily grind: many of 
these kids travel long distances to get to class, 
crammed into stifling buses or walking under a 
scorching sun. Once they arrive, they are stuck 
in classrooms that simply weren't built with 
ACs or heavy-duty ventilation in mind. Spend-
ing hours in that kind of suffocating heat is a 
recipe for heat exhaustion and illness.
Education Minister Sakina Itoo recently noted 
that the government will review the latest 
weather forecasts before making a final call. 
This cautious approach is exactly what’s 
needed right now. When it comes to the health 
and safety of our kids, rushing into a decision 
is the last thing we should do. But this situa-
tion points to a much bigger, more unsettling 
reality: Kashmir’s climate is shifting. Summers 
are getting harsher, and our education system 
is lagging behind. We are trying to run schools 
designed for a cooler era in weather conditions 
they were never meant to handle.
Of course, education matters, and nobody wants 
to derail the academic calendar. Every missed 
day feels like a setback. But learning doesn't 
happen in a vacuum. A child can't absorb a math 
lesson or focus on reading when they are drip-
ping with sweat and fighting off a headache. 
Forcing kids into oppressive classrooms serves 
no one. If the heatwave doesn't break, the gov-
ernment shouldn't hesitate to extend the vaca-
tion. If that's not feasible, it's time to get creative, 
adjusting school hours to the cooler early morn-
ings, shortening classes, or finding other flex-
ible workarounds. We have to balance education 
with basic human welfare.
At the end of the day, this isn't just a debate 
about extra holidays; it’s about protecting 
our children. Lessons can always be caught 
up on, and books can be read later, but a 
child’s health isn't something we can com-
promise on. As the government finalizes its 
plan, the hope is that empathy, common 
sense, and the well-being of every student 
in Jammu and Kashmir will come first.

     Manasbal Lake

Kashmir’s Deepest Lake That Deserves Our Deepest Care

SHOIAB MOHMMAD BHAT

M
anasbal Lake is the deepest 
natural lake in Kashmir, 
located in the Safapora area 
of  Ganderbal district, about 
30 kilometres from Sri-

nagar. Famous for its crystal-clear water 
and sprawling lotus blooms, it is a serene, 
off-the-beaten-path destination ideal for 
birdwatching and peaceful shikara rides. 
Unlike many crowded tourist destinations, 
Manasbal offers visitors an opportunity to 
experience the quiet side of  Kashmir, where 
nature still dominates the landscape.

Many people visit Dal Lake and Wular Lake, 
but Manasbal has its own charm. The calm 
water, fresh air, surrounding mountains, and 
green fields make it one of the most beautiful 
freshwater lakes in the Valley. Early mornings 
and evenings here offer breathtaking views, 
with reflections of the mountains on the still 
water creating a picture-perfect landscape.

Surrounded by Four Beautiful Villages
Four villages surround the lake: Jarokabal, 

Kondabal, Nesbal, and Gratbal. These villages 
have been inhabited by the lake for generations, 
and they rely on it for their survival. Whether it 
is fishing, harvesting Nadru, agricultural activ-
ity, or tourism, Manasbal has continued to play 
a vital role in earning a livelihood.

The residents surrounding the lake have 
always had a strong connection with nature. 
Many households have the tradition of  fish-
ing and Nadru cultivation handed down 
from generations. It is not uncommon for 
one to see fishermen plying their boats on 
the lake early in the morning before sunrise.

The Beauty of Lotus Blooms
One of the most intriguing features of  the 

Manasbal Lake is the lotus flowers (Nelumbo 
nucifera). Every year in July and August, 
thousands of  blossoms of the lotus flower at 
the periphery of  this lake, which adds extra 
beauty to its crystal-clear water. The view of  
the pink lotus flowers on the surface of  this 
water body is very captivating indeed. The 
lotus is admired for its beauty that contributes 
to the lake's ecosystem. The lotus stem, popu-
larly known as Nadru, is harvested by local 
people and is an important ingredient in tra-
ditional Kashmiri cuisine. Nadru dishes are 
enjoyed by both locals and tourists, making it 
one of  the lake's valuable natural resources.

A Lake with Ancient History
According to the locals, Manasbal is an 

old lake that has been an eyewitness to the 

long centuries of  the history of  Kashmir. 
Not far from the northern edge of  the lake, 
there is a ruined fort of  the Mughal period 
known as Jharokha Bagh. In the days of  the 
Mughals, this region used to be a stop for 
the caravan passing through from Punjab 
to Kashmir. Today, only the ruins of  this 
fortress are left to remind about the histori-
cal significance of  the lake.

Wandering along the northern part of  
the lake, one feels the historical atmosphere 
connecting modern Kashmir with its past.

The Ancient Temple on the Eastern Shore
The other major tourist destination here 

is the old Hindu temple located on the east-
ern shore of  the Lake. This temple is thought 
to have been built somewhere between the 
8th and 9th centuries AD under the reign of  
the Utpala Dynasty (King Avantivarman).

This temple has been made in the old archi-
tecture of  Kashmir and uses grey stone from 
the region. It has a special pyramidal roof with 
some flowers carved onto it. During restora-
tion work at the lake area, the lower portion 
of  the temple was found buried underground.

Today, this ancient temple attracts pil-
grims travelling to the Amarnath Cave 
Shrine and the Kheer Bhawani Temple at 
Tulmulla in Ganderbal district. Apart from 
its religious importance, it also reflects the 
rich architectural heritage of  Kashmir.

A Lifeline for Local Communities
Manasbal Lake is much more than a beauti-

ful tourist destination. It is an important natural 
resource for the people living around it. The lake 
provides drinking water, supports farming, and 
supplies fish and Nadru to nearby villages.

Fishing has remained one of the oldest 
occupations around the lake. Local fishermen 
depend upon the lake throughout the year to 
earn their livelihood. The fish found in Manas-
bal are famous for their taste because they grow 
naturally in the clean freshwater environment.

Similarly, Nadru harvested from the lake is 
considered among the finest in Kashmir. People 
visiting the lake often wish to taste freshly pre-
pared Nadru dishes at nearby restaurants and 
homes. For many families, these natural resources 

provide their primary source of income.
Tourism Supports the Local Economy
This is why Manasbal Lake’s environment 

is very significant for all of the Kashmir Valley. 
Every year, it attracts many tourists who come 
here to have fun in water sports and boating.

Tourism has created employment oppor-
tunities for boatmen, shopkeepers, restau-
rant owners, guides, transport operators, 
and many others living around the lake. 
Small businesses benefit from the increasing 
number of  visitors during the tourist season.

The lake is also popular among photog-
raphers because every season presents a 
different view. Spring brings fresh greenery, 
summer offers lotus blooms, autumn paints 
the surrounding trees with golden colours, 
and winter creates a peaceful atmosphere 
around the clear waters.

A Paradise for Birds
Manasbal Lake is also a natural habitat 

for a variety of  resident as well as migra-
tory birds. Different kinds of  birds visit the 
lake during different times of  the year, thus 
forming one of  the most favoured places for 
bird watchers as well as photographers. The 
purity of  the water, the presence of  vegeta-
tion and wetlands around make it suitable 
for birds as well as aquatic life.

A Visit That Left Me Concerned
In fact, when I recently visited Manasbal 

Lake, I found it extremely picturesque. The 
clean water, lotus blossoms, serene environ-
ment, and fresh air contributed to making 
the trip extremely enjoyable.

But there was another scene that I 
observed.

Despite being so beautiful, this lake is now 
being polluted to a great extent. I could see plas-
tic bottles, food containers, disposable plates, 
garbage, and other forms of waste littering 
the lake. Even sewage and waste from farming 
activities can be seen flowing into it. However, 
dustbins are present here; people throw trash 
here and there without bothering about it.

This irresponsible behaviour slowly dam-
ages the lake. Plastic waste pollutes the water, 
affects aquatic life, and reduces the beauty 

that attracts thousands of  visitors every year.
When I spoke with some residents, they 

expressed serious concern. They said that 
everyone knows the importance of  the lake, 
yet many people fail to protect it. They 
believe awareness among visitors is equally 
important because government efforts alone 
cannot save Manasbal.

Restoration Efforts to Save the Lake
Recognising the ecological importance of  

the lake, the Government of Jammu and Kash-
mir established the Wular-Manasbal Develop-
ment Authority (WMDA) in 2007 to undertake 
restoration and conservation work.

Several important measures have been 
implemented to restore the lake and improve 
its environment.

These include:
1. Removal of  illegal constructions 

around the lake.
2. Construction of  an 11-kilometre pedes-

trian walkway along the lake's periphery.
3. Manual de-weeding to remove exces-

sive aquatic vegetation.
4. Dredging to improve water flow and 

restore depth.
5. Scientific demarcation of  the lake 

boundaries.
6. Construction of  Sewage Treatment 

Plants (STPs).
7. Regulation of  limestone extraction in 

the surrounding areas.
8. Afforestation of  nearby mountains to 

reduce soil erosion and protect the lake's 
catchment.

These initiatives have helped improve the 
condition of  the lake, but continuous efforts 
are still required to protect this priceless 
natural asset.

Everyone Has a Responsibility
Conservation of Manasbal Lake does not lie 

solely in the hands of the government authorities 
alone. Everyone who visits the place, lives there, 
studies in schools and colleges, or takes up tour-
ism activities has a part to play in its conservation.

Small things like keeping the place clean by 
putting waste in dustbins, not littering plastic 
here and there, if  dustbins are already there, 
and not throwing the food packages in the 
lake, etc., can be done on an individual basis.

Manasbal is one of  the greatest gifts of  
Mother Nature to Kashmir. The natural 
beauty, heritage, culture, wildlife and eco-
nomic importance make it unique. However, 
we will deny future generations the clear 
blue waters and blooming lotus flowers of  
the lake if  we do not conserve it today.

Mother Nature has bestowed Kashmir 
with many lovely lakes. It is our duty to 
ensure that Manasbal Lake is as pretty 
tomorrow as it is today.

Author is a writer, social educator and 
researcher. He can be mailed at shoaib-

hat2018@gmail.com

Beyond the Goals

Football’s Unifying Spirit In The Kashmir
MOHAMMAD HANIEF

E
very four years, the 
FIFA World Cup trans-
forms the world into one 
giant stadium. National 
borders blur, languages 

become secondary, and billions of  
people unite through a shared pas-
sion for the beautiful game. From 
the bustling streets of  Buenos 
Aires and Rio de Janeiro to the 
serene landscapes of  Kashmir, the 
tournament ignites emotions that 
transcend geography and culture.

While the action unfolds in stadi-
ums thousands of  kilometres away, 
another remarkable story plays out 
in the Kashmir Valley—a story of  
enduring passion, youthful aspira-
tion, and football’s extraordinary 
ability to unite communities.

As the 2026 FIFA World Cup cap-
tivates global audiences, Kashmir 
once again finds itself  immersed in 
football fever. Streets adorned with 
colourful flags, cafés packed with 
enthusiastic supporters, neighbour-
hoods echoing with cheers late into 
the night, and spirited debates over 
tactics and star players have become 
familiar scenes across the Valley. 
During the World Cup, football is 
more than a sport—it becomes a 
shared cultural celebration that 
cuts across age, profession, and 
social background.

Kashmir’s affection for football 
is neither recent nor accidental. 
Long before satellite television and 
digital streaming made interna-
tional football accessible, the game 
had already established deep roots 
in the Valley. Introduced during 
the early twentieth century, foot-
ball gradually became one of  
Kashmir’s most cherished sports, 
finding enthusiastic followers in 
schools, colleges, local clubs, and 
neighbourhood grounds. Unlike 
many parts of  India where cricket 
dominates public imagination, 
Kashmir has preserved a distinct 
football culture that continues to 
thrive across generations.

The FIFA World Cup strength-
ens this bond every four years. 
Families gather around television 
screens, friends organise commu-

nity screenings, and local youth 
clubs install giant LED displays 
where hundreds of  football enthu-
siasts watch matches together. 
Across Srinagar, Baramulla, Kup-
wara, Anantnag, Budgam, Pulwa-
ma, and other districts, the atmo-
sphere resembles a festival rather 
than a sporting event. Supporters 
proudly wave the flags of  Argen-
tina, Brazil, Portugal, France, Eng-
land, Spain, Germany, and other 
footballing nations, celebrating the 
global spirit of  the game.

These gatherings demonstrate 
football’s remarkable ability to bring 
people together. Students, teach-
ers, traders, doctors, artisans, and 
labourers celebrate under one roof, 
united by admiration for sporting 
excellence. Friendly rivalries flour-
ish as fans support different teams, 
yet mutual respect for the game 
remains the common thread. In an 
increasingly divided world, football 
quietly reminds us that competition 
can coexist with friendship, diversity, 
and mutual understanding.

For Kashmir’s youth, however, 
the World Cup is far more than 
entertainment. Every brilliant drib-
ble, defence-splitting pass, spectacu-
lar save, and dramatic last-minute 
goal inspires countless young foot-
ballers practising on local grounds. 
They closely observe the discipline, 
teamwork, tactical awareness, and 
resilience displayed by elite players, 
transforming the tournament into 
an open classroom where lessons 
extend well beyond the football field.

The impact is immediately vis-
ible after every World Cup. Football 
academies and playgrounds witness 

increased participation as children 
attempt to emulate their sporting 
idols. Coaches across the Valley fre-
quently report higher attendance 
during training sessions, with 
youngsters eager to improve their 
technical skills and tactical under-
standing. Such enthusiasm reflects 
the tournament’s ability to inspire a 
new generation to pursue sport with 
greater dedication.

This growing interest also car-
ries immense social significance. 
At a time when societies face chal-
lenges such as substance abuse, 
sedentary lifestyles, and excessive 
digital engagement, football offers 
young people a constructive alter-
native. Participation in organised 
sports promotes physical fitness, 
discipline, teamwork, emotional 
resilience, leadership, and self-
confidence. More importantly, it 
channels youthful energy into pos-
itive pursuits while strengthening 
social bonds within communities.

Football also contributes to Kash-
mir’s local economy during the World 
Cup. Sports shops witness increased 
demand for footballs, jerseys, boots, 
scarves, and other merchandise. 
Local vendors selling flags and acces-
sories enjoy brisk business, while 
cafés, restaurants, and tea stalls 
remain crowded during late-night 
matches. Internet service providers, 
electronics retailers, and hospital-
ity businesses similarly benefit as 
football enthusiasts seek uninter-
rupted viewing experiences. Though 
modest individually, these economic 
gains collectively demonstrate how 
a global sporting spectacle can posi-
tively influence local livelihoods.

Educational institutions have 
also recognised football’s broader 
value. Many schools and colleges 
organise inter-school tournaments, 
football quizzes, debates, and dis-
cussions on sportsmanship and fair 
play during the World Cup. Such 
initiatives encourage students to 
appreciate football not merely as 
entertainment but as a vehicle for 
discipline, leadership, teamwork, 
and international understanding.

Encouragingly, football in 
Kashmir is becoming increas-
ingly inclusive. More young girls 
are participating in school compe-
titions, district tournaments, and 
grassroots programmes. Inspired 
by the growing global recognition 
of  women’s football, many families 
are encouraging their daughters 
to pursue the sport. Continued 
investment in coaching, infra-
structure, and equal opportuni-
ties can further strengthen this 
positive trend.

Yet the excitement surrounding 
the FIFA World Cup also raises an 
important question: can this season-
al enthusiasm be transformed into 
sustained football development?

The answer lies in long-term 
investment. Kashmir possesses 
immense natural talent, favour-
able climatic conditions, and an 
unmatched football culture. How-
ever, these strengths must be sup-
ported by professionally maintained 
infrastructure, certified coaching 
programmes, sports science facili-
ties, structured grassroots leagues, 
and transparent talent identifica-
tion systems. Regular competitions 
at school, district, and state levels 
are essential for nurturing young 
players and creating pathways to 
professional football.

Collaboration among govern-
ment agencies, football associa-
tions, educational institutions, 
private sponsors, and corporate 
organisations is equally impor-
tant. Investments in modern train-
ing facilities, youth academies, 
scholarships, and coaching educa-
tion can help talented footballers 
compete successfully at national 
and international levels.

Kashmir also holds significant 

potential as a destination for foot-
ball tourism. Its pleasant summer 
climate, breathtaking landscapes, 
expanding network of  synthetic 
turf  grounds, and passionate 
football culture make it an ideal 
venue for national camps, youth 
championships, and pre-season 
training programmes. Such ini-
tiatives would not only strengthen 
sports development but also create 
employment opportunities and 
contribute to sustainable tourism.

Ultimately, the FIFA World Cup 
reminds us that football is much 
more than a contest decided by 
goals. It is a universal language 
that inspires hope, nurtures dis-
cipline, celebrates diversity, and 
builds lasting friendships. Every 
World Cup crowns a champion, but 
it also ignites dreams in countless 
young boys and girls practising on 
playgrounds far from the world’s 
biggest stadiums.

When the final whistle eventually 
blows, the celebrations will fade and 
another chapter in football history 
will be written. Yet in Kashmir, the 
legacy of the tournament will endure. 
The cheers from neighbourhood 
grounds, the dreams kindled in young 
hearts, and the renewed enthusiasm 
for the beautiful game will continue 
long after the trophy has been lifted.

The true success of  every FIFA 
World Cup lies not only in produc-
ing world champions but also in 
inspiring future generations. In 
the Kashmir Valley, football is far 
more than a game—it is a source 
of  identity, aspiration, commu-
nity, and hope. If  nurtured with 
sustained investment, visionary 
planning, and collective commit-
ment, the Valley’s enduring love 
for football can become a powerful 
catalyst for youth empowerment, 
social harmony, and sporting 
excellence, ensuring that one day 
Kashmir is recognised not only for 
its passionate fans but also for pro-
ducing footballers capable of  shin-
ing on the world’s biggest stage.

(The author is a senior analyst 
and environmentalist. Feedback 
can be sent to m.hanief@gmail.
com. Twitter/X: @haniefmha)
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Unfulfilled Duty: Road Safety As A Fundamental Right

    Shamilat Land Under Siege

Collective Responsibility Is The Only Way To End Encroachment

DR. SATYAVAN SAURABH

I
ndia is among the world's most 
affected countries by road acci-
dents. According to the Ministry 
of  Road Transport and High-
ways, approximately 177,000 

people died in road accidents in 2024. 
This number is no less than that of  any 
natural disaster or epidemic. Every 
day, hundreds of  families lose a loved 
one, thousands are permanently dis-
abled, and the country suffers a loss 
of  productive human resources and 
billions of  rupees in economic losses. 
Therefore, limiting road accidents 
solely to driver negligence, speeding, 
or traffic violations is tantamount to 
a complete failure of  public health, 
road infrastructure, law enforcement, 
emergency medical services, and 
administrative coordination.

The issue of  road safety is directly 
linked to citizens' right to life, guaran-
teed by Article 21 of  the Indian Constitu-
tion. If  a citizen cannot even walk safely 
on the road, it not only reflects their 
individual negligence but also questions 
the state's responsibility and the effec-
tiveness of  governance. The Supreme 
Court has also directed governments 
in numerous cases to ensure safe road 
infrastructure, scientific road construc-
tion, and effective monitoring.

Poor road engineering is a major 
cause of  most accidents in India. Black 
spots, inadequate signage, broken 
roads, unscientific curves, lack of  
lighting, and a lack of  safe pedestrian 
access on many national and state 
highways contribute to accidents. 
Encroachment on sidewalks, illegal 
parking, and unplanned traffic man-
agement in cities also increase the 
risk of  accidents. Neglecting qual-
ity and safety standards during road 
construction ultimately costs citizens 
their lives.

Another important reason is the 
lack of  effective enforcement of  laws. 
Despite the Motor Vehicles Act's 
stringent penalties, problems such 
as speeding, drunk driving, not using 
helmets and seat belts, and overload-
ing persist. In many places, enforce-
ment of  traffic rules is limited only 
by the presence of  police. If  monitor-

ing systems are technology-based and 
transparent, compliance with rules 
may increase automatically.

Road accidents are also considered 
a public health crisis because the 
lack of  timely medical care after an 
accident results in a large number 
of  deaths. Many lives can be saved if  
victims receive proper medical atten-
tion during the Golden Hour, but in 
rural and remote areas, the situa-
tion becomes critical due to a lack of  
ambulance services, a lack of  trauma 
centers, and delays in reaching hospi-
tals. Lack of  coordination between the 
police and health departments often 
impacts relief  efforts.

Even at the administrative level, 
road safety is a subject of  fragmented 
responsibility among multiple depart-
ments. Road construction is handled 
by one department, traffic control by 
the police, health services are under 
another department, and local bodies 
have their own roles. This fragmented 
system prevents the development of  a 
coordinated strategy for accident pre-
vention. Consequently, accountability 
remains unclear.

To ensure road safety, it is essen-
tial to ensure scientific and safe road 
engineering. Safety audits should be 

mandatory for every road project, 
and accident-prone areas should be 
identified and remediated promptly. 
The needs of  pedestrians, cyclists, and 
the disabled should also be integral to 
road design.

Technology-based monitoring sys-
tems should be expanded to ensure 
traffic law enforcement. Automated 
speed cameras, CCTV networks, 
artificial intelligence-based traffic 
management, and e-challan systems 
will reduce corruption and promote 
compliance. Repeat offenders need to 
be suspended for licenses and strict 
penalties imposed.

Strengthening emergency medi-
cal services is also crucial. Modern 
trauma centers should be established 
at regular intervals along national 
and state highways, ambulance ser-
vices should be expanded, and all 
hospitals should be mandated to pro-
vide immediate treatment to accident 
victims. Effective implementation of  
"Good Samaritan" guidelines is also 
essential, so that citizens who assist 
an injured person are not deterred by 
fear of  legal consequences.

Road safety is not just a matter 
of  law, but also a question of  social 
behavior. Road safety education 

should be included in the curricu-
lum, from schools to universities. A 
culture of  responsible driving should 
be developed among citizens through 
public awareness campaigns. Active 
participation of  parents, teachers, the 
media, and civil society can play a vital 
role in this direction.

Institutional reforms are also 
essential for long-term solutions. A 
coordinated road safety framework 
should be developed between the 
central and state governments, with 
clear policymaking, funding, moni-
toring, and accountability. District-
level road safety committees should 
be given greater authority and 
resources. Accident data from the 
police, transport, and health depart-
ments should be integrated to create 
a reliable national database, enabling 
evidence-based policymaking.

If  India is to progress towards 
becoming a developed nation, safe 
roads are a primary prerequisite. Road 
accidents are not a matter of  fate or 
coincidence, but in most cases, are 
preventable. The need is to view them 
not as mere individual errors, but as 
a challenge to public health and good 
governance. Only through safe road 
infrastructure, strict and transparent 

law enforcement, modern emergency 
health services, public awareness, and 
effective administrative coordination 
can accidents be significantly reduced. 
Until the government makes road 
safety a core development agenda, mil-
lions of  families will continue to suffer 
and the country will suffer irreparable 
losses every year. Safe roads are not 
just a convenience, but a constitution-
al and human right of  every citizen.

(Dr. Satyawan Saurabh, PhD 
(Political Science), is a poet and social 

thinker.)

MOHD AMIN MIR

L
and is more than a physical 
asset; it is a shared heritage, 
an economic resource, and 
a public trust. Among the 
most important categories 

of  public land in Jammu and Kashmir 
is Shamilat land. Under Section 4, such 
land is regarded as government land 
and is intended to serve the collective 
interests of  the community. Yet, across 
many villages and urban fringes, 
Shamilat land continues to face wide-
spread encroachment, depriving the 
public of  valuable common resources 
and creating serious administrative, 
environmental, and legal challenges.

The eviction of  encroachments 
from Shamilat land is often viewed 
as the sole responsibility of  the Rev-
enue Department. Such a perception 
is incomplete and counterproduc-
tive. The protection, restoration, and 
management of  government land 
require a coordinated effort involv-
ing the Revenue Department, the 
Rural Development Department, and 
the Urban Local Bodies Department. 
Unless these line departments work 
in close collaboration, the objective of  
safeguarding public land will remain 
elusive.

Historically, Shamilat land has 
been reserved for common commu-
nity purposes. It has served as grazing 
land, village pathways, playgrounds, 
ponds, cremation and burial grounds, 
and spaces for public infrastructure. 
In today's context, these lands are even 
more valuable as villages and towns 
struggle with shrinking open spaces, 
rapid urbanization, and increasing 
pressure on land resources. Shamilat 
land also plays a vital environmental 
role. Open community land contrib-
utes to groundwater recharge, bio-
diversity conservation, flood mitiga-
tion, and climate resilience. Protecting 
such land is therefore not merely a 
legal obligation but an environmental 
necessity.

Encroachments occur in different 
forms. Some involve unauthorized 
residential structures, while others 
include commercial establishments, 
boundary wall extensions, illegal cul-
tivation, or gradual occupation over 
many years. In many cases, encroach-
ments begin on a small scale but 
expand over time due to administra-
tive inaction.

Several factors contribute to this 
problem:
•	 Weak monitoring and periodic 

inspections.
•	 Poor coordination among govern-

ment departments.
•	 Delayed eviction proceedings.
•	 Outdated or inaccurate land 

records.
•	 Political interference and local 

pressures.
•	 Lack of  public awareness regard-

ing the legal status of  Shamilat 
land.

The consequences extend far 
beyond the loss of  government prop-
erty. Encroachments reduce land 
available for community development, 
hinder infrastructure projects, gener-
ate avoidable litigation, and encour-
age further illegal occupation. The 
Revenue Department occupies the 
central position in protecting govern-
ment land. Its responsibilities include 
maintaining land records, identifying 
encroachments, conducting demarca-
tion, initiating eviction proceedings, 
and restoring possession to the gov-
ernment.

Modern technology has signifi-
cantly strengthened these functions. 
Digital land records, GIS mapping, 
satellite imagery, and drone sur-

veys enable authorities to identify 
encroachments with greater accuracy 
and transparency. However, technol-
ogy alone cannot solve the problem 
unless administrative action follows 
promptly. Regular field inspections by 
revenue officials, periodic verification 
of  government land, and timely updat-
ing of  records are essential to prevent 
fresh encroachments.

The Rural Development Depart-
ment has an equally significant role 
because most Shamilat land lies 
within rural areas. Village Panchayats 
are custodians of  community assets 
and are often the first institutions to 
notice illegal occupation.

Their responsibilities include:
•	 Reporting encroachments at an 

early stage.
•	 Preventing unauthorized con-

struction on community land.
•	 Restoring reclaimed land for 

public purposes.
•	 Developing reclaimed land into 

parks, playgrounds, ponds, com-
munity centres, or other public 
facilities.

•	 Mobilizing community participa-
tion in protecting common prop-
erty resources.

The success of  any anti-encroach-
ment campaign depends substantially 

upon the vigilance and cooperation 
of  Panchayati Raj Institutions. Rapid 
urban expansion has increased pres-
sure on public land situated around 
municipalities and municipal cor-
porations. Urban Local Bodies have 
a crucial responsibility to prevent 
unauthorized occupation within their 
jurisdiction.

Municipal authorities should:
•	 Ensure that building permissions 

do not violate government land 
boundaries.

•	 Coordinate with revenue authori-
ties before approving develop-
ment plans.

•	 Remove illegal structures erected 
on public land.

•	 Protect parks, roads, drainage 
channels, and other civic assets 
from encroachment.

•	 Urban planning cannot succeed 
if  public land continues to disap-
pear through unauthorized occu-
pation.

One of  the biggest weaknesses 
in land governance is the compart-
mentalized functioning of  depart-
ments. Revenue officials may identify 
encroachments, but effective eviction 
often requires logistical support from 
police, municipal agencies, and rural 
development authorities.

No government machinery can 
protect every parcel of  public land 
without public cooperation. Local 
communities must recognize that 
encroachment on Shamilat land is not 
a victimless act. Every illegal occupa-
tion reduces space meant for future 
generations.

Public awareness campaigns should 
educate citizens about, the legal status 
of  Shamilat land, environmental ben-
efits of  preserving common land, 
penalties for illegal occupation, and  
mechanisms for reporting encroach-
ments. Civil society organizations, 
educational institutions, and Panchay-
ats can play a constructive role in pro-
moting responsible land stewardship.

While firm action against encroach-
ment is necessary, enforcement must 
always respect the rule of  law. Every 
eviction process should be transpar-
ent, legally compliant, and humane. 
Government land belongs neither to 
a department nor to any individual. It 
belongs to the people. Every acre lost 
to encroachment represents a loss of  
public resources, development oppor-
tunities, and environmental security.

The Revenue Department cannot 
fight this battle alone. The Rural 
Development Department, Urban 
Local Bodies, Panchayati Raj Insti-
tutions, district administrations, law 
enforcement agencies, and citizens all 
have indispensable roles to play. Col-
lective responsibility is not merely an 
administrative slogan; it is the founda-
tion of  effective land governance.

A coordinated, technology-driven, 
transparent, and community-orient-
ed approach can reclaim public land, 
restore public confidence, and pre-
serve these precious common assets 
for future generations.

The protection of  Shamilat land is 
ultimately a test of  governance. Suc-
cess will depend not on isolated evic-
tion drives but on sustained coopera-
tion, institutional accountability, and 
an unwavering commitment to the 
public interest. Encroachment on 
Shamilat land is not merely a revenue 
issue but a governance challenge that 
demands coordinated action by the 
Revenue Department, Rural Develop-
ment Department, Urban Local Bodies, 
and the community to protect public 
resources for future generations.

The author can be mailed at mira-
min354@gmail.com

If a citizen cannot 
even walk safely 
on the road, it 

not only reflects their 
individual negligence 
but also questions the 
state's responsibility 
and the effectiveness 
of  governance. The 
Supreme Court has 
also directed govern-
ments in numerous 
cases to ensure safe 
road infrastructure, 
scientific road con-
struction, and effec-
tive monitoring.
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 Amarnath Yatra To
permitted to move from Jammu on 

July 19, 2026 towards kashmir in view 
of  inclement weather advisory. Pil-
grims are advised to remain at their 
designated accommodation centres in 
Jammu , Udhampur Ramban and await 
further instructions from the authori-
ties, said Shri Ramesh Kumar Division-
al Commissioner Jammu.

Books Inspire
dialogue and empower youth. He said 

in past editions, workshops, panel dis-
cussions and literary conversations 
have given new energy to Jammu Kash-
mir’s rich literary tradition.

“During this festival we have also wit-
nessed an inspiring effort to revive our 
cultural heritage’s priceless treasure, 
the Sharada script. We have seen the 
spirit of  “Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat” 
take shape through initiatives such as 
Tamil–Kashmiri dialogues, and today 
this festival has become a strong bridge 
linking regions, languages and genera-
tions,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor also empha-
sised that the success of  a book festival 
should not be measured by sales fig-
ures.

“I believe the true success of  any 
book festival lies in the ideas and con-
versations it generates. If  a discussion 
that begins at this festival reaches a col-
lege or university, then our goal is suc-
cessful. If  a dialogue held here and the 
ideas that emerged during the festival 
become the basis for future collabora-
tions, then I will consider the festival 
and its objectives successful. If  a young 
person finds a book at this festival that 
changes the course of  their life, that 
will be the greatest achievement of  the 
Chinar Book Festival,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor urged youth 
to read at least one book beyond their 
textbooks every month, and he asked 
every young writer to resolve to write 
at least one page daily.

“Through the Chinar Book Festival 
we are ensuring that our children have 
roots to their identity as well as wings 
for future flight. I want to see this as 
a platform where local libraries and 
small-town book clubs also connect 
with the spirit of  this festival, so that 
this celebration of  knowledge reaches 
the public throughout the year and fos-
ters exchanges among literary, musi-
cal and visual art forms, where words 
become voice, poetry takes color and 
stories become our shared experienc-
es,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor visited var-
ious book stalls and interacted with the 
exhibitors. He released several publica-
tions in different languages. He also 
asked organisers to plan a similar book 
festival in Jammu

Shri Atal Dulloo, Chief  Secretary; 
Prof. Milind Sudhakar Marathe, Chair-
man, National Book Trust; Shri Ram 
Niwas Sharma, Commissioner Secre-
tary, School and Higher Education; 
Shri Yuvraj Malik, Director, National 
Book Trust; Dr Amit Wanchoo, Chief  
Convener, Chinar Book Festival; Dr. 
Md. Shams Equbal, Director, National 
Council for Promotion of  Urdu Lan-
guage; eminent literary personalities, 
book lovers, youth and students in large 
number were present.

Dr Syed Darakhshan Andrabi, 
Chairperson, J&K Waqf  Board; Prof. 
Nazir Ahmad Ganai, Vice Chancellor 
SKUAST Kashmir; Shri Brij Mohan 
Sharma, Principal Secretary Culture; 
Shri Akshay Labroo, Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar; Dr. GV Sundeep 
Chakravarthy, SSP Srinagar; heads of  
various educational institutions and 
senior officials also attended the Chinar 
Book Festival.

Srinagar Records
Baramulla 34.5 degrees Celsius each, 

Shopian 34.4 degrees Celsius, Pulwa-
ma 33.4 degrees Celsius, Kokernag 33.1 
degrees Celsius, Bandipora 32.7 degrees 
Celsius, Qazigund 32.6 degrees Celsius, 
while the famous hill resort of  Gulmarg 
recorded 25.6 degrees Celsius.

In the Jammu division, Jammu city 
recorded 35 degrees Celsius, Kathua 34.8 
degrees Celsius, Poonch 33.9 degrees 
Celsius, Udhampur 31.8 degrees Cel-
sius, Rajouri 31.1 degrees Celsius and 
Katra 31 degrees Celsius.

Meanwhile, the Meteorological 
Department said the prevailing hot 
and dry weather is likely to give way to 
widespread rain and thundershowers 
from July 19 to July 23.

According to the department, gen-
erally cloudy skies with intermittent 
spells of  rain and thunderstorms are 
expected across the Union Territory 
during the period. A few places may 
witness intense showers, heavy rain-
fall and isolated torrential downpours, 

particularly during the late afternoon, 
evening and overnight hours.

The MeT office has issued a warning 
for several districts, saying the risk of  
weather-related hazards will increase 
during the forecast period. Reasi and 
Udhampur districts are expected to 
receive heavy to very heavy rainfall, 
with isolated locations likely to experi-
ence extremely heavy rain.

Heavy to very heavy rainfall has 
also been forecast for parts of  Jammu, 
Kathua, Samba, Rajouri, Doda, Ramban 
and Kishtwar districts.

Officials cautioned that the expected 
rainfall could trigger flash floods, land-
slides, mudslides, a sharp rise in water 
levels of  rivers and streams, waterlog-
ging in low-lying areas and localized 
flooding, particularly during periods of  
intense precipitation.

The weather is expected to improve 
from July 24, although a few places may 
continue to receive brief  spells of  rain 
or thundershowers till July 27.

The department has advised people to 
avoid unnecessary travel to vulnerable 
areas during heavy rain, follow official 
weather advisories and remain alert 
to changing conditions. Farmers have 
also been asked to suspend agricultural 
operations during the forecast period to 
minimize losses—(KNO)

Omar Seeking Statehood
generations, but the present govern-

ment has failed to fulfil the promises 
it made before the 2024 Assembly elec-
tions,” he said.

Sharma said people continued to 
struggle for basic amenities, includ-
ing electricity, drinking water, roads, 
schools and hospitals, while the gov-
ernment had become invisible on the 
ground.

“The promises made before the elec-
tions have been forgotten. After failing 
on every front, the Abdullah family has 
once again chosen to mislead the people 
by shifting the debate to statehood,” he 
said.

On the security situation, Sharma 
defended the Centre’s decision to retain 
control over law and order, saying the 
present arrangement had ensured peace 
and stability in Jammu and Kashmir.

He said there had been no civilian 
killings in the Union Territory during 
the past one-and-a-half  to two years and 
that not a single local youth had joined 
terrorist ranks during the same period.

Sharma said that while cross-border 
infiltration and terrorism continued, 
Pakistan is attempting to push infiltra-
tors into Jammu and Kashmir, while 
the local ecosystem that earlier sup-
ported terrorism stands dismantled.

He said that unlike previous years, 
when hundreds of  local youths alleg-
edly joined terrorist ranks annually, 
there had been no local recruitment in 
the recent past, which, reflected a sig-
nificant decline in terrorism.

Sharma also said that if  the Abdul-
lah government had been given control 
over the police and security apparatus, 
the security situation could have dete-
riorated. “Law and order should remain 
with the Centre until terrorism is com-
pletely eradicated and the security situ-
ation stabilises further,” he said.

The LoP said the BJP remains com-
mitted to restoring statehood to Jammu 
and Kashmir but asserted that the deci-
sion would be taken at an appropriate 
time, keeping in view national interest 
and the prevailing security situation—
(KNO)

CS Assesses The 'Data 
that effective governance in the digital 

era rests on the availability of  authen-
tic, standardized and secure data.

He observed that while Government 
departments generate large volumes 
of  valuable data, its true potential can 
only be realised when such informa-
tion is managed under a common gov-
ernance framework and shared secure-
ly across departments for improving 
public service delivery.

The Chief  Secretary further stressed 
that the Government's endeavour is to 
ensure that citizens are not required to 
submit the same information repeat-
edly for availing benefits under differ-
ent schemes.

He reiterated that the objective is to 
build an integrated digital governance 
ecosystem where authenticated data, 
once available with the Government, 
can be securely utilised by authorized 
departments for delivery of  eligible ser-
vices, while fully safeguarding privacy, 
confidentiality and data security, he 
added.

The Chief  Secretary directed all 
Administrative Departments to extend 
full cooperation in implementation of  
the strategy and ensure standardiza-
tion of  departmental datasets in accor-
dance with the prescribed data gover-
nance framework.

Atal Dulloo also called for adoption 
of  uniform metadata standards, robust 
quality assurance mechanisms and 
secure interoperability protocols to 
facilitate seamless exchange of  infor-
mation across departments.

During the meeting, a detailed pre-
sentation was made by the Planning 
Department on the five strategic pil-
lars of  the proposed Data Management 
Strategy comprising Data Governance 
& Standards, Base Registries & Unique 
Identifiers, Interoperability & Harmo-
nization, Data Security & Privacy and 
Institutional Capacity & Coordination.

The strategy aims to establish a 
"Single Source of  Truth" by preserving 
original departmental datasets while 
enabling secure, API-based exchange 
of  information among authorized users, 
thereby supporting evidence-based gov-
ernance, efficient planning and better 
monitoring of  developmental pro-
grammes.

The Chief  Secretary also reviewed the 
proposed initiative involving integra-
tion of  the Civil Registration System 
(CRS) with J&K Bank for automatic 
initiation of  insurance claims under 
PMJJBY and PMSBY immediately after 
issuance of  a death certificate. Once 
operational, the mechanism will enable 
eligible claim settlements without 
requiring bereaved families to submit 
separate applications, thereby reducing 
procedural delays and ensuring timely 
financial assistance.

The meeting also discussed integra-
tion of  the Civil Registration System 
with the Health, Social Welfare and 
School Education Departments to 
enable automatic activation of  welfare 
interventions from birth onwards.

Under this mechanism, registration of  
every birth would trigger enrolment for 
nutrition support, immunization and 
other eligible welfare schemes, while 
subsequent integration with APAAR ID 
would facilitate seamless linkage with 
school admissions, scholarships and 
other educational entitlements.

The Chief  Secretary further reviewed 
the proposal for creation of  an integrat-
ed institutional database of  schools, 
hospitals, Anganwadi centres and other 
public institutions through adoption 
of  common geographical identifiers to 
facilitate better planning, infrastruc-
ture mapping and resource allocation.

The Chief  Secretary directed the con-
cerned departments to prepare a time-
bound implementation roadmap with 
clearly defined milestones for phased 
rollout of  the strategy and emphasized 
strict adherence to data privacy, cyber 
security and governance standards at 
every stage.

He expressed confidence that the 
proposed initiative would mark a 
significant step towards building a 
modern, integrated and citizen-centric 
governance ecosystem in Jammu and 
Kashmir. He said the initiative would 
strengthen evidence-based planning, 
improve inter-departmental coordina-
tion and ensure seamless delivery of  
Government services and welfare ben-
efits by enabling secure and efficient 
sharing of  authenticated data across 
departments.

Zero Tolerance Against
has taken towards strengthening 

India in the defence sector is to promote 
self-reliance in the defence industrial 
sector.

"Our vision for empowering India in 
the defence sector is the one that trusts 
India's capabilities. But the perspective 
of  previous governments was, some-
how, doubtful about India's potential 
and capability. They perhaps did not 
have as much faith in India's capabili-
ties as our government does," he said.

"Operation Sindoor was, in itself, 
a splendid example of  technologi-
cal warfare. In this operation, along 
with advanced missile systems like 
Akashteer, Akash missile system, and 
BrahMos, numerous latest equipment 
were also utilised."

Singh said it proved that India's armed 
forces not only understand change but 
are also employing it with confidence.

"All of  this is becoming possible 
because a new foundation has been laid 
over the past 12 years," he said.

In the year 2013-14, India's defence 
exports stood at just Rs 686 crore, but 
now it surged to over 38,000 crore in 
2025-26, he said.

NC Expels Senior
Conference and the Indian National 

Congress (INC).Handicrafts from Kash-
mir

According to reports, the dispute 
intensified after Akhoon allegedly 
refused to honour the proposed rota-
tional power-sharing agreement with 
the Congress after the LAHDC Kargil 
elections.

Kashmir’s Premium Cherries, 
the UAE during the previous season, 

demonstrating the steadily rising global 
demand for fruits from the Valley.

The fruits were cultivated using sci-
entific orchard management practices 
and harvested at optimum maturity to 
preserve their exceptional taste, colour, 
firmness and shelf  life.

Before export, the consignment 
underwent rigorous grading, sorting, 
packaging and cold-chain handling in 
compliance with international food 
safety and phytosanitary standards.

Abhishek Dev, Chairman, APEDA, 
said the export reflects APEDA's con-
tinued commitment to creating sustain-
able global market opportunities for 
Indian farmers.

"APEDA is committed to enhancing 
India's global agricultural presence by 
opening new markets and strengthen-
ing existing ones. Jammu & Kashmir is 
rapidly emerging as a hub for premium 
temperate horticultural produce, and 
exports such as these demonstrate the 
immense potential of  the region," he 
said.

Dev added, "Our focus is to connect 
farmers with premium international 
markets through better quality, modern 
infrastructure, robust cold-chain sys-
tems and strategic market promotion. 
We remain committed to ensuring 
that more products from the Himala-
yan region find a place on global retail 
shelves."

Sehreena Maqbool, Regional Head, 
APEDA Jammu & Kashmir, described 
the shipment as another important step 
in transforming the Union Territory 
into a globally recognised source of  pre-
mium fresh fruits.

"This achievement is the result of  the 
collective efforts of  growers, export-
ers, government agencies and APEDA. 
Building on the successful shipments 
to Abu Dhabi and Dubai, the Singapore 
market further validates the superi-
or quality of  Kashmir's cherries and 
plums," Sehreena said. "Our endeavour 
is to create sustainable export oppor-
tunities that deliver better price reali-
sation to farmers while encouraging 
export-oriented production, modern 
post-harvest management and adher-
ence to international quality stan-
dards."

The Regional Head said that APEDA 
will continue to work closely with stake-
holders to strengthen export infrastruc-
ture, facilitate market access, build 
capacity among growers and promote 
Jammu & Kashmir's premium horti-
cultural produce in new global destina-
tions.

The successful export is expected to 
encourage more orchardists to adopt 
international quality standards and 
export-oriented cultivation practices, 
enabling them to access premium mar-
kets and improve farm incomes.

With sustained support in qual-
ity enhancement, logistics, cold-chain 
development and international market 
promotion, Jammu & Kashmir is steadi-
ly positioning itself  as one of  India's 
leading exporters of  premium temper-
ate fruits to Southeast Asia, the Gulf  
and European markets—(KNO)
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DAR MATTING SHOP
DEALS IN:- BLANKETS, BED SHEETS, BED COVERS, PILLOW COVERS, DOOR MATS, ROOM SHEETS, GRAPHICS, LINING, ROTTERY & MUCH MORE

ADDRESS:- SADAT MARKET, NEAR PNB, SHADIPORA SUMBAL +91- 9906230114-  6006600834
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GOVT. OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

DIRECTORATE OF ANIMAL HUSBANDRY KASHMIR
(GOWKADAL SRINAGAR - 190001)

Ph. No. 0194-2455091  E-mail:- est@jkanimalhusbandry.net  Fax:-0194-2470518

Sub:- Selection of candidates on the post of Veterinary Pharmacist in Animal Husbandry Deptt. Kashmir - appointment thereof.
Ref:- i) Waiting list issued by JK SSB received through Adm Deptt.vide letter No. ASHF-AHONGAZ /38/2024 (7623966) 

dated:08.07.2025.
 ii) Adm Deptt’s letter No. ASHF-AHONGAZ/38/2024(7623966) dated 23.01.2026.

ORDER NO. 418 -DAHK OF 2026
DATED: 15/07/2026

Consequent upon issuance of waiting list by the J&K Service Selection Board and subsequent instructions issued by Administrative 
Department vide aforesaid reference and in continuation to this office order No.80 DAHK of 2026 dt: 03.02.2026, sanction is hereby 
accorded to the appointment of Sajad Ahmed Khan S/o Yar Mohd Khan R/o 266 Plera Mandi Poonch-185102 (waiting candidate) 
as Veterinary Pharmacist in whose favour satisfactory Character & Antecedents verification report from Special DG CID J&K via EVS 
portal has been received vide Form No.134192 dt:03.07.2026, in the Pay Level-4 (25500-81100) on temporary regular basis in Cadre 
Anantnag. The appointee shall report to CAHO Anantnag within a period of 21 days, where he shall be allowed to join on production of 
following documents in original:
1. Date of Birth certificate. 
2. Academic qualification certificates 
3. Domicile Certificate. 
4. Physical Fitness Certificate. 
5. Valid relevant category certificate, if any. 
6. That if the candidate has taken loan for self-employment from DIC/Employment Department, to be ascertained from District 

Industries Centre (DIC) and District Employment & Counseling Centre of the domicile District, he/she shall relinquish the pro-
prietorship of unit/enterprise and also stakes, if any, in such self-employment unit/enterprise before joining the Government 
service. He/she shall be required to repay the entire loan liability in suitable EMIs to be worked out by the DDO concerned from 
his/her salary. DDO concerned shall obtain an affidavit from the concerned appointee regarding both relinquishment of propri-
etorship and stakes, if any, in such a self-employment unit/enterprise and recovery to be made and also personally monitor its 
recovery. 

Further, the appointment shall be:-
i)  on probation for a period of two years during which they have to qualify the mandatory one-year Veterinary pharmacist Training 

Course at departmental Paravet Training Institute. However orders for the same shall be issued separately.
ii)  governed by “New pension scheme” (NPS) as per SRO-400 of 2009 dt:-24-12-2009.
iii)  verification of all the required documents from concerned quarters.
iv)  outcome of any writ petition (s) if any pending before any court of law.
v)  the appointee shall tender an affidavit duly attested by 1st Class Magistrate to the effect that he/she will serve the Department 

at least for 03 years failing which the appointee shall refund the salary drawn by him/her.
vi)  salary shall be drawn & disbursed only after satisfactory report of their qualification & allied documents and if at any stage, 

documents/ information submitted proved to be fake / fabricated, their appointment shall be cancelled forthwith, for which 
they shall also tender an affidavit.

vii)  Appointment shall have notional effect from 03.02-2026 with prospective monetary benefit, as provided under Govt. Order 
No:- 528-JK(GAD) of 2021 dated 21-06-2021

viii) If failed to join within a period of 21 days from the date of issuance of the appointment order, the appointee shall forego his right 
to appointment which shall be deemed to have been cancelled ab-initio without further notice.

No.58/DAHK-EstbOEMW/37/2024-2- I/749991/2026,  (Dr. Rakesh Koul)
Dated:-15.07.2026 Director
DIPK-3450-26  Animal Husbandry Deptt.
DT: 18/07/2026 Kashmir

DC Anantnag reviews disaster 
preparedness, directs high 
state of operational readiness

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: In view of  
the adverse weather fore-
cast issued by the Meteo-
rological Department for 
next few days, Deputy 
Commissioner (Chairman 
District Disaster Manage-
ment Authority) Anantnag, 
Dr. Bilal Mohiuddin Bhat 
Saturday chaired a high-
level emergency review 
meeting at Dak Bangalow, 
Khanabal.

The meeting was con-
vened to assess departmen-
tal readiness, finalize pre-
cautionary measures, and 
establish a robust multi-
sectoral response plan to 
mitigate risks arising from 
erratic weather patterns 
that may affect the district 
during the coming days.

CEO PDA, SDMs, SP, 
SEs of  Jal Shakti, PDD 
and PWD; CPO, CMO, 
CEO, Tehsildar Anant-
nag, Exens of  PWD, Flood 
Control and PHE; DD 
F&ES, DySP SDRF, ARTO, 
DYSSO, CEO MCA, EOs of  
MCs, Representatives of  
BSNL, Jio and Airtel and 
other concerned officials 
attended the meeting.

At the outset, a detailed 
presentation of  the Dis-
trict Disaster Management 
Plan was run to apprise the 
participants about histori-
cal occurances of  floods, 
cloudbursts, flash floods 
and other disaster like 
incidents. A thorough dis-
cussion on the vulnerable 
areas and critical locations 
was held on the occasion.

With the MeT Depart-

ment warning of  potential 
flash floods, landslides, 
and rise in river water 
levels which may lead to 
inundation and water log-
ging in vulnerable areas, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
directed all line depart-
ments to transition into 
a state of  high alert and 
operational readiness to 
ensure public safety and 
minimal disruption to 
essential services.

The extensive review 
focused on deploying 
immediate preventive 
strategies, mapping and 
activation of  resources 
like boats, ropes, evacua-
tion centres, dewatering 
pumps and special vehi-
cles, mobilisation of  ade-
quate manpower including 
volunteers and machinery, 
securing critical infra-

structure, and ensuring 
minimal communication 
lag during the upcoming 
inclement weather cycle.

The Police and SDRF 
were directed to pre-position 
rescue teams and quick-
response forces near his-
torically vulnerable zones 
and low-lying areas prone 
to sudden water logging.

Sub-Divisional Magis-
trates (SDMs) were instruct-
ed to immediately activate 
the field teams and establish 
robust contact networks 
with field level functionaries 
especially Patwaris, Police 
Officials, Numberdars and 
Chowkidars.

Special emphasis was 
laid on keeping back up 
plans ready to cater to any 
extra ordinary situation 
like internet and telecom 
breakdowns. SDMs were 

further asked to continu-
ously monitor the develop-
ments in their jurisdictions 
and manage local evacua-
tions, wherever necessary.

Hydraulic/Jal Shakti 
and Flood Control Depart-
ments were asked to clear 
drainage choke points, 
arrange adequate number 
of  sand bags and station 
heavy machinery includ-
ing dewatering pumps, in 
consultation with F&ES 
Department, at critical 
locations especially in 
main town and high risk 
areas. Directives were 
passed to the R&B Depart-
ment to provide sand bags 
and other necessary mate-
rial for preventing breach-
es at vulnerable points.

The DC directed the 
CMO to put in place a well 
planned strategy for pro-
viding regular and emer-
gency medical care, if  
needed, in all blocks during 
these days. He asked the 
CEO to identify education-
al institutions located in 
submergence prone areas 
and also keep evacuation 
centres fully functional.

The telecom service 
providers were directed to 
ensure proper connectivity 
and minimise disruptions 
for effective communica-
tion and prompt mitigation 
efforts in these situations.

Concluding the meeting, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
called for proper function-
ing of  District and Sub-
division Level Control 
Rooms for real time coor-
dination and information 
dissemination.

DC Ganderbal reviews 

implementation of HADP, JKCIP
GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Gan-
derbal, Jatin Kishore Sat-
urday chaired a meeting 
of  the District Level Com-
mittee (DLC) to review the 
implementation and prog-
ress of  the Holistic Agri-
culture Development Pro-
gramme (HADP) and the 
Jammu & Kashmir Com-
petitiveness Improvement 
of  Agriculture & Allied 
Sectors Project (JKCIP) in 
the district.

During the meeting, the 
DC conducted a compre-
hensive department-wise 
review of  progress under 
HADP and JKCIP schemes. 
He reviewed the perfor-
mance of  all Agriculture 
and Allied Departments 
and directed the concerned 
departments to expedite 
the establishment of  units 
against the allotted targets 
for the year 2026–27.

He further instructed 
the departments to ensure 
that all completed units 
are promptly updated and 
marked as established on 
the JKCIP Portal.

The meeting also 
reviewed the department-
wise progress of  Output 
Tracking of  established 
units under JKCIP. Stress-
ing the importance of  
timely monitoring and 
evaluation, the DC directed 

the Departments of  Agri-
culture, Animal Husband-
ry, Fisheries and Horticul-
ture Planning & Marketing 
(HP&M) to complete the 
tracking of  all remaining 
units on priority.

Reviewing the progress 
under the Daksh Kisan 
Portal, the DC directed 
all departments to inten-
sify farmer registration, 
ensure timely enrolment of  
eligible beneficiaries and 
facilitate the completion 
of  online training courses 
by registered farmers to 
strengthen capacity build-
ing and improve outreach 
under the programme.

The DC further took 
stock of  the progress 
achieved under Kisan 
Khidmat Ghar (KKG) 
registrations, including 
L2 and L3 targets, and 
instructed all departments 
to accelerate registrations 

and improve overall per-
formance to achieve the 
assigned targets within the 
stipulated timeframe.

He also reviewed the 
status of  credit applica-
tion cases under HADP 
and JKCIP and directed 
all concerned banks to 
expedite the disposal of  
pending cases on priority 
so that the benefits reach 
eligible applicants with-
out delay. Similarly, the 
progress under the Kisan 
Credit Card (KCC) scheme 
was reviewed, and banks 
were instructed to clear all 
pending KCC applications 
at the earliest.

During the meeting, the 
District Level Committee 
(DLC) approved 162 cases 
under HADP and JKCIP.

The DC emphasized 
close coordination among 
all stakeholder depart-
ments and financial insti-

tutions for effective imple-
mentation of  HADP and 
JKCIP. He stressed the 
need for continuous moni-
toring, timely execution 
of  targets and prompt dis-
posal of  pending cases to 
ensure that the benefits of  
these flagship programmes 
reach eligible farmers and 
allied sector beneficiaries 
in a transparent and time-
bound manner.

The meeting was attended 
by Additional District Devel-
opment Commissioner, Assis-
tant Commissioner Revenue, 
Chief  Agriculture Officer, 
Chief  Animal Husbandry 
Officer, Chief  Horticulture 
Officer, Assistant Director 
Fisheries, Cluster Head J&K 
Bank, Lead District Manager, 
Nodal Officer HADP/JKCIP, 
representatives of  the con-
cerned banks and officers 
of  various Agriculture and 
Allied Departments.

Water safety in limbo as two departments 

issue opposing advisories in B'la villages

IRFAN TILGAMI

BARAMULLA: Thou-
sands of  residents across 
the Kreeri and Wagoora 
blocks find themselves 
trapped between contra-
dictory official reports 
this week, as two key 
government departments 
have issued opposing 
assessments regarding 
the safety of  the local 
drinking water supply.

The confusion erupted 
following an assessment 
conducted by the District 
Public Health Labora-
tory under the Integrated 
Disease Surveillance Pro-
gramme. Between July 13 
and July 15, officials col-
lected tap water samples 
from multiple locations, 

including Vizer, Kawa 
Chek, Dolipora, Shak-
wara, and the Sub-Dis-
trict Hospital in Kreeri. 
The laboratory findings 
revealed alarmingly high 
levels of  Coliform bacte-
ria contamination across 
all tested sites.

Consequently, the 
Health Department clas-
sified the water supply as 
unsatisfactory, declared it 
unfit for human consump-
tion, and issued an urgent 
advisory urging citizens 
to boil their water for 
at least twenty minutes 
before use.

However, the public 
safety message was dra-
matically complicated 
less than seventy-two 
hours later. The Jal 

Shakti Divisional Labo-
ratory conducted a sub-
sequent analysis of  the 
same sectors, including 
consumer households 
and the primary Salam-
dedar Filtration Plant. In 
stark contrast, the engi-
neering wing's report 
indicated that biologi-
cal contamination was 
entirely absent, with 
residual chlorine levels 
within the standard dis-
infecting range, officially 
certifying the water as 
safe for drinking.

"This is deeply unset-
tling," said Mohammad 
Ashraf, a local resident. 
"One government depart-
ment tells us our water 
will make us sick, and 
another says it is perfect-

ly safe. Who are we sup-
posed to believe?"

Locals have expressed 
outrage over the confu-
sion, calling for immedi-
ate intervention from the 
higher district adminis-
tration.

"Rather than publish-
ing separate, defensive 
reports, the administra-
tion must commission a 
joint, independent inspec-
tion of  the entire distribu-
tion pipeline originating 
from the Salamdedar 
facility," locals said.

The district adminis-
tration has yet to issue 
an official response 
addressing the contradic-
tory reports or outlining a 
timeline for the proposed 
joint inspection.

DDC B'pora reviews progress of 

District Capex, DAJGUA Works
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: District 
Development Commis-
sioner (DDC) Bandipora, 
Indu Kanwal Chib, Saturday 
chaired a review meeting at 
the Mini Secretariat Bandi-
pora to assess the progress of  
works under District Capex, 
Revenue Capex, SASCI and 
Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram 
Utkarsh Abhiyan (DAJGUA).

The meeting reviewed the 
status of  ongoing and new 
works, besides taking stock 
of  administrative approv-
als accorded, pending esti-
mates, tendering, allotment 
of  works, approved outlay, 
funds released and expendi-
ture incurred across various 
sectors.

At the outset, Chief  Plan-
ning Officer Bandipora, 
Mohammad Maqbool Lone, 
presented a detailed over-
view of  the ongoing works 
and projects and briefed the 
chair on the expenditure per-
formance of  the executing 
agencies.

The meeting reviewed the 
progress of  works in sectors 
including Minor Irrigation, 
Roads & Buildings (R&B), 
Elementary Education, Sec-

ondary Education, Youth Ser-
vices & Sports, Health, Urban 
Development, Public Health 
Engineering (PHE), NFB, 
Untied Grants, DDC Grants, 
BDC Grants, PRI Grants, 
Aspirational Block Develop-
ment Scheme (ABDS), Aspi-
rational Panchayat Develop-
ment Scheme (APDS) and 
Samridh Seema Yojana (SSY). 
The status of  works under 
Revenue Capex, SASCI and 
DAJGUA was also reviewed.

During the meeting, the 
DDC directed all concerned 
officers to closely monitor 
and follow up the works being 
executed by agencies includ-
ing R&B, Housing Board 
and the Rural Development 
Department (RDD) to ensure 
timely execution and opti-
mum utilization of  funds.

Emphasising account-
ability, the DDC directed that 
the intending departments 
shall be held responsible for 
any lapse leading to surren-
der of  earmarked funds or 
low expenditure, and such 
responsibility should not be 
shifted solely to the executing 
agencies.

The DDC appreciated the 
efforts of  the technical team 
of  the Rural Development 

Department for expediting 
the preparation of  estimates 
under PRI Grants and BDC 
Grants, and urged them to 
maintain the same pace to 
facilitate timely execution of  
works. She further directed 
all departments to ensure 
timely submission of  bills 
after completion of  the pre-
scribed works so that pay-
ments are processed without 
delay.

The DDC also directed the 
District Treasury Officer, 
to furnish department-wise 
details of  bills submitted to 
the Treasury for payment to 
facilitate close monitoring of  
expenditure under various 
schemes.

Among others, the meet-
ing was attended by Pro-
gramme Officer ICDS, Super-
intending Engineer PHE 
Hydraulic Circle, Assistant 
Commissioner Development, 
Assistant Commissioner 
Panchayat, Chief  Education 
Officer, Chief Medical Officer, 
District Sheep Husbandry 
Officer, Block Development 
Officers, Executive Engi-
neers, District Treasury Offi-
cer, District Youth Services & 
Sports Officer, besides other 
concerned officers.

DC Budgam 
stresses on 
adequate, 
uninterrupted 
portable water 
supply to people

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Budgam, Athar Aamir Khan 
Saturday asserted to ensure ade-
quate portable water  supply to 
the people across the District.

He said this while chairing  a 
comprehensive review meeting 
to assess the distribution and 
rationalisation of potable water 
supply in Budgam.

At the outset, the Deputy 
Commissioner gave strict 
instructions  for prompt redressal 
of portable water related issues, 
reported anyone in the district. 
He directed concerned to ensure 
adequate water supply in both 
rural and urban areas of the 
District.

 Reviewing the existing water 
supply network, the Deputy 
Commissioner  emphasized the 
need for equitable and adequate 
distribution of drinking water to 
ensure uninterrupted supply 
to all habitations, particularly 
during the ongoing summer 
season.

Expressing concern over the 
issue of illegal tapping of water 
supply lines, the Deputy Com-
missioner directed the concerned 
officers to launch a comprehen-
sive drive to identify and discon-
nect all unauthorized connec-
tions. He underscored that such 
illegal practices not only lead to 
significant water losses but also 
adversely affect the availability 
of potable water to genuine con-
sumers.

The DC also instructed the 
officers to take strict measures 
to curb the misuse of treated 
drinking water for agricultural 
and other non-domestic pur-
poses. He emphasized that 
potable water is a precious 
public resource and must be uti-
lized judiciously for its intended 
purpose.

Officials were directed to 
strengthen monitoring mecha-
nisms and initiate appropriate 
action against violators.

Stressing on quality work 
execution and timely comple-
tion, the chair also reviewed the 
progress of various works being 
executed under the Jal Jeevan 
Mission (JJM) and AMRUT 2.0 in 
the district.

The meeting, among others 
was also attended by the Joint 
Director Planning Budgam, 
SE Hydraulics Circle Budgam, 
Exen PHE and other concerned 
officials. 



        CMYK        

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

SPORTS
www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

        CMYK        

SRINAGAR   |  Sunday, 19 , July 2026 08

V
IR

TU
E

 IM
A

G
E

S 
P

R
O

D
U

C
TI

O
N

+9
1-

70
0

6
59

0
4

9
9

WMDA holds 
day-long Water 
Sports Festival

GMK NEWS NETWORK

MANASBAL: The Wullar-
Manasbal Development 
Authority (WMDA) orga-
nized a day long Manasbal 
Water Sports Festival Sat-
urday at the scenic Manas-
bal Lake.

The event was organ-
ised in collaboration with a 
local tourism sports group-
Swim N Survival Society 
Kashmir (SSSK). The festi-
val witnessed enthusiastic 
participation from around 
200 school going children, 
athletes and water sports 
enthusiasts, making it one 
of  the largest water sports 

events held at the lake in 
recent times.

The event featured a 
variety of  exciting com-
petitions, including Open 
Water Swimming, Kaya-
king, Paddle Boat Race, 
Shikara Race for Local 
Boatmen and other events.

The festival was aimed 
to promote water recre-
ational activities, encourage 
healthy outdoor recreation 
and showcase the tourism 
and sporting potential of  
Manasbal Lake.

Winners of  the events 
were later on felicitated by 
Chief  Executive Officer, Dr. 
Ahsanul Haq Chishti.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the CEO congratulated 
all participants and winners 
and reaffirmed WMDA's 
commitment to promoting 
water recreational activi-
ties and adventure tour-
ism in the region. He said 
WMDA would be holding 
such events in the times to 
come as well.

Thanking the Swim N 
Survive Society for their 
support, the CEO assured 
Authority's continued 
support for future initia-
tives aimed at developing 
Manasbal Lake as a pre-
mier destination for water 
recreational activities.

FIFA WC: 'Shutting Messi down is impossible,' 

Iniesta warns Spain ahead of final
IANS

MADRID: Spain legend 
Andres Iniesta believes 
stopping Lionel Messi 
completely will be almost 
impossible in Monday's 
FIFA World Cup final 
against Argentina, urging 
La Roja to focus instead on 
imposing their own style of  
play and maintaining the 
confidence that has taken 
them to the title clash.

Spain head into the final 
unbeaten after conced-
ing just one goal in seven 
matches, while defend-
ing champions Argentina 
arrive as the tournament's 
highest-scoring side, led by 
Messi's eight goals and four 
assists.

Iniesta, who scored 
Spain's winning goal in the 
2010 FIFA World Cup final, 
feels Luis de la Fuente's 
side must concentrate on 
making life difficult for 
Argentina rather than 
trying to eliminate Messi 
from the game.

"Shutting him down 
completely is impossible. 
It will be more about how 
much Spain can hurt 

Argentina with their own 
game, creating chances, 
and being clinical when 
they come along," Iniesta 
said during an interview 
with El Partidazo de COPE 
as quoted by Goal.com.

The former Barcelona 
midfielder was full of  
praise for Messi, his long-
time teammate at club 
level, saying the Argen-
tine captain continues to 
perform at an extraordi-
nary level despite being in 

the final World Cup of  his 
career.

"There are no words, 
or I just don't know how 
to describe it. The deter-
mination, conviction, and 
everything he does in every 
single game is something 
you just have to take your 
hat off  to," he added.

While acknowledging 
the challenge posed by the 
defending champions, Ini-
esta urged Spain's players 
to approach the biggest 

match in world football 
with belief  rather than 
anxiety.

"No, no, never fear. You 
must never play with fear. 
I think it's down to the con-
fidence the players give 
you, and their momentum 
throughout the World Cup 
has been on an upward 
trajectory. They head into 
the final with all the con-
fidence in the world," he 
said.

"Everyone knows exact-

ly what they need to do. No 
matter who plays, everyone 
knows their role, and they 
exude supreme confidence. 
It doesn't matter who is on 
the pitch or what position 
they play; they give you the 
feeling that everything is 
under control," he added.

Spain reached the final 
after defeating France 2-0 
in the semifinals and have 
combined a disciplined 
defence with an attack 
led by Mikel Oyarzabal, 
Lamine Yamal, and Mikel 
Merino. They will now look 
to deny Argentina back-to-
back World Cup titles and 
lift the trophy for the first 
time since 2010.

Asked whether it would 
matter who scored the win-
ning goal if  Spain edged 
Argentina, Iniesta made 
it clear that only one thing 
counts.

"It's not even a dilemma, 
because my answer is that 
I don't care who scores it. 
The important thing, just 
like back then, is that we 
walk away as champions. 
Who scores is secondary, 
as long as it's the goal that 
wins it."

FIFA WC: 'If we win the World Cup, I'll retire from 

the national team,' says Cucurella
IANS

NEW YORK: Spain 
defender Marc Cucurella 
has revealed he could 
bring the curtain down on 
his international career if  
La Roja defeat defending 
champions Argentina in 
Sunday's FIFA World Cup 
final, saying there would 
be little left for him to 
achieve after winning 
both the UEFA European 
Championship and the 
World Cup.

The 27-year-old has 
been one of  Spain's most 
consistent performers 
during their impressive 
run to the final, playing 
every minute as Luis de la 
Fuente's side reached the 
title clash after conced-
ing just one goal in seven 
matches.

Speaking ahead of  the 
final at MetLife Stadium, 
Cucurella said lifting foot-

ball's biggest prize would 
be the perfect ending to 
his international journey.

"If  we win the World 
Cup, I'll call Luis the next 
day and tell him not to 
count on me anymore, 
that I'm retiring from 
the national team. With a 
European Championship 
and a World Cup, I can't do 
any better," Cucurella told 
the French daily L'Équipe.

Cucurella played an 
important role in Spain's 
successful UEFA Euro 
2024 campaign and has 
continued that form in 
North America, helping 
La Roja build the tourna-
ment's strongest defence.

Spain opened the World 
Cup with a goalless draw 
against Cabo Verde before 
recording six consecu-
tive victories, including 
knockout wins over Aus-
tria, Portugal, Belgium, 
and France, to book a 

place in their first World 
Cup final since 2010.

The Chelsea full-back 
also revealed another 
promise if  Spain over-
come Argentina and 
lift the trophy. He said 
he would permanently 
honour head coach Luis 
de la Fuente, who has 
transformed Spain into 
one of  the world's top 
teams. "I would get a little 
tattoo of  Spain manager 
Luis de la Fuente's face on 
my bicep if  we were to win 
the World Cup," Cucurella 
said.

Spain will now look 
to stop Lionel Messi and 
Argentina from success-
fully defending the World 
Cup title while chasing 
their own second crown. If  
they succeed, the final could 
become Cucurella's last 
appearance in a Spain shirt, 
should he follow through on 
his retirement pledge.

'India are yet to settle as a unit, 

giving England a slight edge': Kapil 

Dev on Lord’s decider

IANS

GREATER NOIDA: 
Former India captain Kapil 
Dev believes England hold 
a slight edge over India 
heading into the series-
deciding third ODI at 
Lord's on Sunday, saying 
the hosts enjoy the advan-
tage of  familiar conditions 
while India's biggest chal-
lenge has been finding the 
right team rhythm

With the three-match series 
level at 1-1, the iconic Lord's 
will host a winner-takes-all 
contest after India claimed 
the opening ODI at Edgbaston 
before England bounced back 
with a four-wicket victory in 
Cardiff, powered by Joe Root's 
unbeaten 99.

Speaking to IANS, the 
1983 World Cup-winning 
captain described the 
series decider as an evenly 
balanced contest but gave 
England a slight edge 
because of  home condi-
tions. He also felt India's 
inability to gel as a settled 

unit has been the main 
reason behind their T20I 
series defeat and the ODI 
series remaining unde-
cided until the final match.

"I think both teams are 
50-50 at the moment. Since 
England are playing at 
home, you can say they have 
a slight edge, maybe 51 per-
cent," Kapil told IANS.

"Looking at the way our 
team has performed in the 
T20Is and so far in the ODI 
series, I don't think the 
team has gelled complete-
ly yet. If  this Indian side 
starts clicking as a unit, I 
would even give them a 60 
percent chance," he added.

India head into the 
decider with positives 
despite the defeat in Car-
diff. Virat Kohli returned 
to form with a fluent 65, 
while Jasprit Bumrah 
remains the leader of  the 
bowling attack. However, 
Rohit Sharma will be look-
ing for a significant contri-
bution after an inconsis-
tent run with the bat.

England, meanwhile, 
will once again rely heav-
ily on Root, who has con-
tinued his remarkable 
consistency in ODI cricket 
and will be aiming to guide 
the hosts to another home 
series triumph.

A victory at Lord's 
would also help India end 
a 22-year wait for an ODI 
win at the iconic venue and 
secure their eighth bilat-
eral ODI series win over 
England since 2010.

Kapil also threw his 
support behind India head 
coach Gautam Gambhir 
amid discussions sur-
rounding the team's recent 
performances, saying the 
decision on the former 
opener's future lies with 
the Board of  Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) and 
the selection committee.

"That is up to the crick-
et board and the selection 
committee to decide. I 
think he has done a fairly 
good job, and I wish him all 
the best," Kapil said.

'No doubt Rohit will work it out': Morkel backs 
veteran opener ahead of Lord's decider

IANS

LONDON: India bowling 
coach Morne Morkel has 
thrown his weight behind 
Rohit Sharma ahead of  
the series-deciding third 
and final ODI against Eng-
land at Lord's, expressing 
complete faith in the vet-
eran opener's ability to 
overcome his lean patch 
and insisting there are "no 
worries or concerns" over 
his form.

Rohit has endured a 
difficult run with the bat 

in the ongoing ODI series, 
managing modest scores 
in the first two matches. 
His struggles sparked 
speculation over his ODI 
future.

However, BCCI sec-
retary Devajit Saikia on 
Friday dismissed reports 
that Sunday's match could 
be Rohit's final ODI, reit-
erating that the veteran 
opener remains a key part 
of  India's plans and that 
there has been no discus-
sion over his retirement 
from the format.

Addressing the media 
on the eve of  the Lord's 
decider, Morkel said the 
challenging English con-
ditions have made life dif-
ficult for top-order batters 
and backed Rohit to redis-
cover his touch.

"As I said earlier, it is 
hard work with a new 
ball up front. We've seen 
throughout the series that 
the ball is moving around. 
So batting up front is not 
easy. No doubt Rohit will 
work it out," Morkel told 
reporters on Saturday.


