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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

Libraries are oceans of knowledge. Once the youth connect 
with them, as soon as the habit of reading forms, the 
discernment of good and bad will awaken on its own.

Amit Shah 
@AmitShah

      2013 Terror Case

SIA Kashmir Secures 
Interpol Red Corner Notice 
Against Hizb Terrorist 

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: The State 
Investigation Agency (SIA) 
of  Jammu and Kashmir 
has secured an Interpol Red 
Corner notice against des-
ignated Hizbul Mujahideen 
terrorist Imtiyaz Ahmad 
Kandoo in a 2013 terror case, 
officials said on Saturday.

The officials said that in 
a major breakthrough in its 
sustained counter-terrorism 
efforts, the State Investiga-
tion Agency (SIA), Kashmir 
has secured an Interpol 
Red Corner Notice (RCN) 
against designated Hizbul 
Mujahideen (HM) terrorist 
Imtiyaz Ahmad Kandoo alias 
Fayaz alias Sajad, marking 
a significant milestone in 
the investigation of  the 2013 
Tarzoo (Hygam) terrorist 
attack case.

They said the issuance of  
the Red Corner Notice is a 
testament to the painstaking 
and professional investiga-
tion carried out by SIA Kash-
mir, reflecting the Agency’s 

commitment to ensuring 
that terrorists involved in 
heinous acts of  violence are 
brought to justice irrespec-
tive of  their location. The 
notice will facilitate interna-
tional law enforcement agen-
cies in locating, detaining, 
and initiating legal proceed-
ings for the extradition of  the 
accused to India to face trial.

The case pertains to 
the terrorist ambush on 26 
April 2013 at Peer Mohalla, 
Hygam, Sopore, where ter-
rorists armed with auto-
matic weapons attacked a 
police party, resulting in the 
martyrdom of  four Jammu 
and Kashmir Police person-
nel in one of  the most seri-
ous terrorist strikes against 
security forces during that 
period. The case was initially 
registered at Police Station 
Tarzoo, Sopore, and it was 
transferred to SIA Kashmir 
in 2024 for a comprehensive 
investigation.

Following an extensive 
investigation involving 
meticulous P-06

       Amarnath Yatra

Weather Fails To Dampen Spirit Of Devotees 
As Over 26,000 Pay Obeisance On Saturday  
Overall Tally Crosses 2.27 Lakh; 10Th Batch Of 9,182 Pilgrims Arrives In Kashmir

UMAISAR GULL 

SRINAGAR: Unfavourable 
weather conditions failed to 
dampen the enthusiasm of  dev-
otees as the annual Amarnath 
Yatra continued smoothly on 
Saturday, with 26,403 pilgrims 
paying obeisance at the holy 
cave shrine, taking the cumu-
lative pilgrim count to 2,27,411.

According to figures available, 
the pilgrims who performed dar-
shan on Saturday included 18,209 
men, 7,434 women, 255 children, 
155 sadhus, 12 sadhvis, 11 trans-
gender devotees, and 327 secu-
rity personnel.

Despite intermittent rain 
and changing weather condi-
tions along both the Pahalgam 
and Baltal routes, the pilgrimage 
continued without any disrup-
tion as thousands of  devotees 
trekked towards the holy cave 
shrine with unwavering faith.

"The weather does not matter 
when you have faith. We have 
come here with devotion, and 
despite the rain and difficult con-
ditions, our enthusiasm remains 
the same. We are grateful to the 
administration for making the 
journey safe and smooth," said 
a pilgrim from Delhi.

Meanwhile, the 10th batch of  

pilgrims undertaking the Yatra 
left Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas 
in Jammu during the early 
hours of  Saturday under elabo-
rate security arrangements.

Officials said 9,182 pilgrims 
departed for the twin base 
camps of  Baltal and Pahalgam 
in a convoy of  333 vehicles.

According to official figures, 
the Baltal-bound convoy, carry-
ing 3,305 pilgrims, left Jammu at 
2:43 a.m., while the Pahalgam-
bound convoy, comprising 5,877 
pilgrims, departed at 3:31 a.m.

The batch included 6,455 
men, 2,389 women, 31 children, 

256 sadhus, 46 sadhvis, and 
five transgender pilgrims. No 
foreign pilgrim was part of  the 
10th batch.

Officials said the pilgrims 
were travelling in 196 buses, 43 
medium motor vehicles (MMVs), 
91 light motor vehicles (LMVs), 
and three two-wheelers.

Authorities said the weath-
er situation was being closely 
monitored, and all necessary 
measures had been put in place 
to ensure the safety, security, 
and convenience of  the pil-
grims throughout the ongoing 
pilgrimage—(KNO)

"THE WEATHER DOES NOT MATTER WHEN YOU HAVE FAITH. We have 
come here with devotion, and despite the rain and difficult conditions, our enthusiasm remains 
the same. We are grateful to the administration for making the journey safe and smooth," 

Future Wars Will Still 
Be Won By Soldiers, Not 
Just Ai: Rajnath Singh

AGENCIES

VISAKHAPATNAM: Future 
wars may be fought with Arti-
ficial Intelligence, but they 
will still be won by national 
resolve, trained soldiers 
and robust military power, 
Defence Minister Rajanth 
Singh said on Saturday.

Speaking at the commis-
sioning ceremony of  INA 
Mahendragiri here, Singh 
also said Andhra Pradesh 
has emerged as a new pow-
erhouse of  India’s defence 
and aerospace manufactur-
ing. “Future wars may be 
fought with Artificial Intel-
ligence, but they will still 
be won by national resolve, 
trained soldiers and the 
capable military power. So, 
I would say that new tech-
nologies and conventional 
platforms are not opposed 
to each other, but supple-
ment each other, complete 
each other. Without conven-
tional platforms, new tech-
nologies are incomplete in 
themselves,” he said.

According to Singh, it is 
certain that new technolo-
gies have certainly reshaped 
warfare, but they have not 
diminished the role of  con-
ventional warfare means.

The strong conventional 
capability that is still nec-
essary for the fulfilment of  
basic principles of  war is as 
important as it was before.

Describing INS Mahen-
dragiri as part of  the Project 
17A Nilgiri-class stealth frig-
ate programme, P-06

BJP Demands 
Evidence From CM 
Over Defection 
Allegations

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

JAMMU: The Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) on Sat-
urday asked Chief Minister 

Omar Abdullah to 
either produce 
evidence of BJP 
offering cash to 
MLAs for defec-
tions or tender 

an unconditional 
public apology for 

what it termed a “baseless 
and irresponsible” statement.

Addressing a press 
conference in Jammu, 
BJP MLA R.S. Pathania, 
described the Chief  Min-
ister’s allegation as “base-
less, irresponsible, and 
politically motivated.”

“If  Omar Abdullah has 
evidence, he should place 
it before the competent 
investigating agencies. If  
he does not, he must tender 
an unconditional and 
unqualified public apolo-
gy. Otherwise, the BJP will 
be constrained to initiate 
appropriate criminal and 
legal proceedings against 
him,” Pathania said.

He questioned why 
neither the alleged recipi-
ent nor the Chief Minister 
approached the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police, the Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB), 
or any other investigating 
agency if an attempt to bribe 
an elected representative 
had indeed taken place.

“Who allegedly made 
the offer? Which BJP office-
bearer was P-06

     NC Doesn't Need Me Anymore

Aga Ruhullah Distances 
Himself From Statehood Protest

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

KULGAM: National Confer-
ence Member of  Parliament 
Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi 
on Saturday said the party 
“doesn’t need” him anymore, 
saying he was neither invited 
nor present at the party con-
vention. He also distanced 
himself  from the party’s 
Jantar Mantar protest on 
statehood.

Speaking to reporters 
in Kulgam, Ruhullah, said 
he did not attend the party 
convention to mark Begum 
Akbar Jahan’s death anni-
versary as he was neither 
invited nor required to 
attend.

“How many times do I 
have to answer this question? 
They don’t need me. I was not 
called and I was not there. I 
already had programmes in 
Kulgam, Srinagar and other 
places in connection with 
Muharram, so I remained 
busy. They don’t need me 

anymore,” he said.
Asked whether he would 

participate in the National 
Conference’s Jantar Mantar 
protest, he ruled out his par-
ticipation, saying his focus 
would remain on issues con-
cerning the people of  Jammu 
and Kashmir.

“They are going to protest 
for statehood, a responsibil-
ity for which people have 
not given them a mandate. 
I will go among the people 
of  Jammu and Kashmir and 
speak about P-06

Border Tourism Infuses New 

Life Into Kashmir's LoC Villages
SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Once known pri-
marily for their strategic impor-
tance, villages along the Line of  
Control (LoC) in North Kashmir 
are now drawing visitors eager 
to experience their pristine 
landscapes, rich culture and tra-
ditional way of  life, with border 
tourism steadily emerging as a 
new attraction in the Valley.

According to the details avail-
able, from the picturesque val-
leys of  Gurez to the frontier vil-
lages of  Keran, Machil, Tangdhar 
and Uri, tourists are increasingly 
venturing beyond Kashmir's 
conventional destinations, seek-
ing quieter locations that offer 
a blend of  natural beauty, local 
traditions and rural hospitality.

Officials said sustained efforts 
by the tourism department 
and the Indian Army to pro-
mote these offbeat destinations 

through tourism events and out-
reach programmes have helped 
bring them onto Kashmir's tour-
ism map.

Unlike the Valley's established 
tourist resorts, the border vil-
lages offer visitors an opportu-
nity to stay with local families, 
savour traditional cuisine, wit-
ness indigenous customs and 
experience a slower pace of  life, 
residents said.

The growing tourist footfall 

has begun creating new liveli-
hood opportunities, with locals 
opening homestays, restaurants, 
transport services and small 
businesses catering to visitors.

Nazeer Ahmad, a resident of  
Gurez, said tourists are drawn 
to the simplicity of  life and the 
area's unique cultural identity.

"They come here to experience 
something different. Our tradi-
tions, hospitality and natural 
surroundings P-06

Widespread Rain, 
Thundershowers Lash J&K Parts

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Widespread 
rain and thundershowers hit 
several parts of  Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday eve-
ning, while the Meteorologi-
cal Centre Srinagar warned 
of  the possibility of  flash 
floods, mudslides and land-
slides in vulnerable areas.

According to the details 
accessed, rain and thun-
dershowers affected many 
places across the Kashmir 
and parts of  Poonch, Rajouri, 
Ramban, Doda, Reasi and 
Udhampur districts.

An official of  the MeT 
Centre said that brief  but 
intense showers accompa-
nied by thunderstorms were 

reported from isolated loca-
tions, particularly in parts 
of  North, Central and South 
Kashmir.

The weather office said 
intense showers over parts 
of  Kupwara, Baramulla and 
Budgam districts, as well as 
Ramban, Reasi, Doda, Batote 
and Udhampur, could trigger 
localized flash floods, mud-
slides and landslides in vul-
nerable areas.

It advised people to stay 
away from nallahs, streams 
and landslide-prone areas as 
a precaution.

Meanwhile, the MeT 
Centre said intermittent 
spells of  rain and thunder-
showers are expected to con-
tinue on P-06

      Year-Round Destination

Sonamarg Records 3.92 Lakh Tourist Arrivals In 7 Months
Destination Transit Point For Ladakh; Tourists Spending Nights

RAJA SYED RATHER

GANDERBAL: Sonamarg, 
one of  Jammu and Kashmir's 
most scenic hill stations, has 
recorded nearly 3.92 lakh tour-
ist arrivals, including around 
8,000 foreign tourists, since 
January this year, emerging 
as a year-round destination 
following the operationalisa-
tion of  the Z-Morh tunnel, 
officials said.

Bilal Mukhtar, Chief  
Executive Officer (CEO) 
Sonamarg Development 
Authority (SDA),  said the 
destination has witnessed an 
upward jump of  nearly 35 to 
40 per cent in foreign tour-
ist arrivals. "Ever since the 
tunnel became operational, 
Sonamarg has remained open 
throughout all twelve months 
of  the year. As of  now, from 
January till today, we have 

recorded nearly 392,000 tour-
ist arrivals, including around 
8,000 foreign tourists," he said.

Mukhtar said Sonamarg has 
also become a transit point for 
Ladakh, with foreign tourists 
travelling to or returning from 
the Union Territory usually 

spending at least one night in 
the destination.

He said several infrastruc-
ture projects are in the pipe-
line to further enhance tourist 
facilities. Work is underway 
on an ornamental see-through 
fencing project, while the 

Children's Park has been 
completed and only equip-
ment installation remains. 
Repair and renovation of  tour-
ism assets are also underway 
under the Capex scheme.

For larger projects, 
Mukhtar said the Detailed 
Project Report (DPR) for the 
Sindh View Eco-Tourism 
Park has been submitted, 
while Phase I of  the Sewage 
Treatment Plant (STP) has 
been completed. The DPR 
for Phase-II, costing around 
Rs 11.5 crore, is almost ready. 
"Once this project is executed, 
all sewage generated by hotels 
in Sonamarg will be treated at 
this plant," he said.

The CEO said tourist num-
bers saw a significant increase 
during May and June, adding 
that though arrivals are com-
paratively lower in July, hotel 
bookings remain P-06

Give Timeline On 
J&K Statehood: CM 
Omar To Centre

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah on Saturday 
asked the Centre not to treat 
his patience for the restoration 
of  statehood as a weakness and 
demanded that the Centre make 
the definition of  ‘appropriate 
time’ clear.

He was addressing a grand 
workers’ convention at the mau-
soleum of  his grandparents in 
Hazratbal on the occasion of  
the 26th death anniversary of  
his grandmother Akbar Jehan.

Abdullah asked that if  the 
Centre was ready to talk to the 
people of  Ladakh, “why not the 
people of  Jammu and Kashmir”.

Paying tribute to his grand-
mother, Abdullah said he has 
learnt a lot from her, but the big-
gest lesson was to have patience.

“It doesn’t mean that we don’t 
have to raise our voice for our 
rights. It doesn’t mean that you 
will take undue advantage of  our 
patience. It doesn’t mean that 
you will think P-06

EAM Jaishankar to Launch India’s 
UNSC Campaign Next Week

AGENCIES

NEW YORK: External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar will 
launch India’s campaign for 
a non-permanent seat at the 
UN Security Council for the 
2028–29 term and also meet UN 
Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres at the world body’s 
headquarters next week.

Jaishankar undertook an 
official visit to Qatar, Bah-
rain, Kuwait and Oman from 
July 5-10 and is expected to 
arrive in the US on Saturday.

He will launch India’s 
official campaign for the UN 
Security Council tenure 2028-
29 at a special event in the UN 
headquarters on Monday.

He will then attend the 
3rd India-EU Trade and 
Technology Council meet-
ing and interact with his EU 
and Belgian counterparts in 
Brussels on July 14-15.

According to a schedule of  
meetings released by the UN, 
Guterres will meet Jaishan-
kar at the UN headquarters 
on Monday afternoon.

India had last sat at the UN 
horseshoe table for the 2021-22 
term. Elections for the 2028-
29 term will be conducted in 
June next year, when India 
and Tajikistan will compete 
for the sole seat in the Asia-
Pacific Group category.

The UNSC elections will 
come amid P-06
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
(R&B) DIVISION AWANTIPORA.

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
NIT No: 54/EEA/R&B of 2026-27/3010-20    Dated: 11-07-2026

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and 
eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt.,  CPWD, Railways sand other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

S. No Name of Work
Adv. Cost

(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc. (In 
Rupees )

Earnest 
money (In 
Rupees )

Time of
completion

M.H of 
Account

Class of
Contractor

Project 
Authority

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1.

Upgradation and improvement 
(Construction of chain link Fenc-
ing and Iron Gate) at Gulshanpora 
Tral District Pulwama.

6.90 300/- 2% of Adv 
cost 45 days

UT CAPEX 
Budget 
2026-27 (So-
cial Forestry)

 CEE, DEE

Department 
of Social 
Forestry 
Kashmir

Position of AAA: Accorded vide No. 22-DSF of 2026 Dated: 18.06.2026.
Position of funds:  Committed.
The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q),Set of 
terms and conditions of contract and other details can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website www jktenders.gov.in as 
per schedule of dates given below·-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 11-07-2026
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 11-07-2026
3 Bid submission Start Date 12-07-2026
4 Bid Submission End Date 23-07-2026 4:00 PM
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 24-07-2026 12:00 PM

1. Every participating contractor to mandatorily disclose the bank account number which is linked with their GSTIN at the time of 
bid submission. No payments shall be released by the Government Department/Agency to any other bank account except the 
one linked with the GST registered number of the successful bidder. (As per circular No. 01(ADM) FD of 2025 Dated 08-07-
2025 of J&K Finance Department )

 (The participating contractor may disclose his Bank Account as per the format, devised as Annexure- A of the NIT and submit/
upload the same accordingly at the time of submission of the bid).

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document/Tender Fee to be deposited in Cash in Centralized Designated Pool-
ing JK Bank Account Bearing No: 0470010200000099, IFSC: JAKA0LALANG) 

3. All the bidders must deposit  Earnest money /Bid security equal to 2% of advertised cost in Cash in Centralized Designated 
Pooling JK Bank Account Bearing No: 0470010200000099, IFSC: JAKA0LALANG) 

4. The Successful bidder will have to provide performance security @ 5% of contract value to be deposited in Cash in Centralized 
Designated Pooling JK Bank Account Bearing No: 0470010200000099, IFSC: JAKA0LALANG), which shall be released after 
successful completion of DLP /maintenance period.

5. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automat-
ically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web 
Site in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Awantipora (tender receiving authority).

6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids
Sd/- Sd/- Sd/-
Draftsman Technical Officer Executive Engineer
 R&B Division Awantipora

DIPK-3139-26
DT: 11/07/2026

IIS Officer Trainees 
call on LG Sinha

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A group of  
16 Indian Information Ser-
vice (IIS) Officer Trainees, 
Group 'B' of  the 2023 Batch 
called on Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha, at Lok 
Bhavan Saturday. They 
were accompanied by Shri 
Qazi Salman, Director, 
Press Information Bureau 

(PIB), Srinagar.
The Lieutenant Gov-

ernor extended his best 
wishes to the Officer Train-
ees for their future endeav-
ors. He exhorted them to 
work with the utmost 
sensitivity, integrity, and 
dedication, while serving 
in different departments.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor also discussed the 

evolving landscape of  
public communication and 
the vital need for credible 
and timely information 
dissemination in the digi-
tal era.

The Officer Train-
ees shared the experi-
ences from their visit 
to Jammu Kashmir, as a 
part of  the Bharat Dar-
shan tour programme. 

CEO SSCL conducts extensive 

inspection of historic Water 

Channels across Srinagar
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a signifi-
cant initiative aimed at 
undertaking a compre-
hensive assessment of  Sri-
nagar’s historic water net-
work, the Chief  Executive 
Officer, Srinagar Smart 
City Limited (SSCL), Faz 
Lul Haseeb, Saturday con-
ducted an extensive inspec-
tion of  several historic 
water channels and rivu-
lets across the city, includ-
ing Kutte Kul, Sonar Kul, 
Rainawari Kul, and other 
interconnected waterways.

The inspection was 
undertaken to obtain a 
first-hand assessment 
of  the present condition 
of  these water channels, 
examine their hydraulic 
connectivity, and evaluate 
various factors influencing 
their overall status.

 During the visit, the CEO 
extensively inspected differ-
ent stretches of  the water-
ways, assessing issues such 
as silt accumulation, veg-
etation growth, obstruc-
tions, encroachments, dis-
charge points, and other 
location-specific conditions 
requiring detailed technical 
evaluation.

Interacting with offi-
cers and engineers on-site, 
Haseeb underscored the 
historical, ecological, and 
urban significance of  Sri-
nagar’s traditional water 
channels, observing that 
these waterways form an 

integral part of  the city’s 
unique landscape. He 
directed the concerned offi-
cers to undertake detailed 
documentation and tech-
nical assessments of  the 
inspected stretches, along 
with comprehensive field 
observations, to establish 
an accurate baseline of  
their existing condition.

The CEO emphasized 
that the conservation and 
restoration of  Srinagar’s 
traditional water channels 
are essential for mitigating 
waterlogging, enhancing 
environmental sustain-
ability, and preserving the 
city’s centuries-old water 
heritage.

He further stressed the 
need for close coordina-
tion among all stakeholder 
departments to ensure the 
long-term conservation 

and rejuvenation of  these 
vital water bodies. He 
emphasized that scientific 
assessments, coordinated 
planning, and institutional 
collaboration are essential 
for safeguarding these 
important urban assets.

Interacting with local 
residents during the 
inspection, Haseeb empha-
sized the importance of  
public participation in 
protecting the traditional 
waterways and appealed 
to citizens to refrain from 
dumping waste into the 
channels and to cooperate 
with the administration in 
maintaining their cleanli-
ness and ecological health.

The CEO was accom-
panied by senior officers 
and engineers of  Srinagar 
Smart City Limited (SSCL) 
during the inspection.

Questions NC's Protest Call

Bali Congratulates Gundipora Residents 
on Long-Pending Road Project

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Vivek Bali, 
State President , Suheldev 
Bharatiya Samaj Party 
(SBSP), on Saturday vis-
ited Gundipora in south 
Kashmir's Kulgam dis-
trict along with the party's 
Political Advisor, Dilawar 
Singh. During the visit, 
they interacted with local 
residents and reviewed the 
progress of  a long-pending 
road project.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Vivek Bali congratu-
lated the people of  Gun-
dipora on the resolution 
of  the long-pending road 
issue, stating that the proj-
ect had remained neglected 
for many years despite suc-
cessive governments. He 
recalled that during his 
previous visit to the area, 
he had assured the resi-
dents that he would take 
up the matter with the con-
cerned authorities.

Speaking to report-
ers, Bali said the project 
gained momentum during 
the tenure of  Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha. 
He expressed gratitude 
to the LG Administration 
for supporting the devel-
opment of  the region and 
also appreciated the efforts 
of  the then Deputy Com-

missioner of  Kulgam, Dr. 
Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat, 
for facilitating the project.

He informed that the 
remaining macadamiza-
tion work is expected to 
commence shortly and 
expressed confidence 
that the road would soon 
be completed, providing 
much-needed relief  and 
improved connectivity to 
the people of  Gundipora.

Bali also thanked 
the residents for their 
patience, trust, and con-
tinued support, stating that 
their cooperation played an 
important role in bringing 
attention to the long-pend-
ing public issue.

Responding to a ques-
tion from journalists 
regarding the National 
Conference's proposed 
protest at Jantar Mantar 
in New Delhi, Bali ques-

tioned whether the par-
ty's Member of  Parlia-
ment, Aga Syed Ruhullah 
Mehdi, would participate 
in the demonstration. He 
further alleged that the 
National Conference-
led government had 
failed to address public 
issues effectively on the 
ground and asserted that 
the SBSP was steadily 
strengthening its organi-
zational presence across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

SBSP Political Advisor 
Dilawar Singh also appre-
ciated the efforts of  the 
administration in advanc-
ing the road project. He 
reaffirmed the party's 
commitment to highlight-
ing public grievances and 
working for the welfare, 
development, and overall 
progress of  the people of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

DC G'bal visits Yatra Transit 
Camp Manigam, takes stock 
of facilities for devotees
Directs highest standards of 
facilities for Shri Amarnath Ji Yatris

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Gan-
derbal, Jatin Kishore, 
Saturday visited the Yatra 
Transit Camp at Manigam 
to review the arrange-
ments and facilities put in 
place for the smooth stay 
and welfare of  Shri Amar-
nath Ji Yatris.

During the visit, the 
DC undertook a compre-
hensive inspection of  the 
camp and reviewed the 
functioning of  various 
facilities, including medi-
cal services. He interacted 

with patients and health-
care staff  to assess the 
quality of  services and 
directed the medical teams 
to remain fully prepared to 
provide prompt and effi-
cient healthcare to every 
pilgrim.

The DC also inspected 
sanitation and cleanliness 
arrangements across the 
transit camp and instructed 
the concerned departments 
to maintain the highest 
standards of  hygiene to 

ensure a clean, healthy and 
comfortable environment 
for the pilgrims.

As part of  the visit, the 
DC interacted with offi-
cers deployed at the camp, 
inspected various langars 
and met with the Yatris to 
receive firsthand feedback 
about the facilities and 
services being provided. 
He reiterated that the com-
fort, safety and well-being 
of  every pilgrim must 
remain the top priority of  
all departments.

Emphasizing a pilgrim-
centric approach, the DC 
directed all officers and 

frontline staff  to extend 
every possible assistance 
to the Yatris with courtesy, 
compassion and prompt-
ness, ensuring that no 
pilgrim faces any inconve-
nience during their stay at 
the transit camp.

The DC also stressed 
close coordination among 
all line departments to 
ensure seamless delivery 
of  essential services and 
immediate redressal of  any 
issues arising at the camp.

Dir Extension SKUAST-K visits KVK B'pora-1; reviews Research, Extension activities
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Director 
Extension, Sher-e-Kashmir 
University of  Agricultural 
Sciences and Technology 
of  Kashmir (SKUAST-K), 
Dr. Raihana Habib Kanth, 
Saturday visited KVK 
Bandipora-1 to review its 
ongoing research, dem-
onstration, and extension 
activities.

On the occasion, Senior 
Scientist and Head, KVK 
Bandipora-1, Dr. Tariq 
Sultan, briefed the Direc-
tor about the Centre's 
major research, frontline 
demonstrations, extension 
programmes, and innova-
tive initiatives undertaken 
for the benefit of  the farm-
ing community.

During the visit, the 

Director inspected the 
Lotus Demonstration Plots, 
Makhana Demonstration 
Plots, Water Chestnut 
Units, Paddy Research 
Fields, High-tech Green-
houses, and other research 
and demonstration units 
established at KVK Ban-
dipora-1. She reviewed the 
technologies being pro-
moted by the Centre and 
appreciated their potential 
in enhancing crop diversi-

fication, improving farm 
productivity, and generat-
ing sustainable livelihood 
opportunities for farmers.

Interacting with the sci-
entists, Dr. Raihana Habib 
Kanth emphasized the 
importance of  strengthen-
ing the linkage between 
research and extension to 
ensure the effective dis-
semination of  scientific 
technologies among farm-
ing communities. She high-

lighted the need for contin-
ued field demonstrations, 
farmer capacity building, 
and timely technical advi-
sories to address emerging 
challenges in agriculture.

The Director appreciat-
ed the dedication and com-
mitment of  the scientists 
and staff  of  KVK Bandi-
pora-1 in promoting inno-
vative and location specific 
technologies. She observed 
that the Centre's initia-
tives in Lotus, Makhana, 
Water Chestnut, protected 
cultivation, and improved 
paddy production have 
significant potential to sup-
port sustainable agricul-
ture, diversify farming sys-
tems, and enhance farmers' 
income in the district.

She also appreciated 
the well maintained 

research farms and dem-
onstration units and com-
mended KVK Bandipora-1 
for its valuable contribu-
tion towards strengthen-
ing agricultural extension 
and improving the socio 
economic well being of  the 
farming community.

The visit concluded with 
a review of  the Centre's 
future action plan. Dr. Rai-
hana Habib Kanth assured 
continued institutional 
support for strengthen-
ing research and exten-
sion programmes and 
expressed confidence that 
KVK Bandipora-1 would 
continue to serve as a 
centre of  excellence in 
technology dissemination 
and farmer empowerment 
through scientific and need 
based interventions.

DDC Kulgam review 
functioning of Education 
Deptt in district

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: A review 
meeting of  the Educa-
tion Department was held 
under the Chairmanship of  
the District Development 
Commissioner (DDC), 
Kulgam, Shahzad Alam to 
assess the progress of  key 
educational programmes 
and infrastructure projects 
across the district.

The Chief  Education 
Officer presented the 
status of  PM POSHAN, 
Samagra Shiksha, APAAR, 
UDISE+, civil works, 
school infrastructure, 
KGBVs, Girls' Hostels, and 
other important initiatives.

After reviewing the prog-
ress, the Chair directed that 
all pending civil works be 
completed on priority by 
resolving land and other 
issues in coordination with 
the concerned departments. 
Regular inspections of  
schools, KGBVs, and Girls' 
Hostels were emphasized to 
improve infrastructure, aca-
demic standards, and imple-
mentation of  PM POSHAN. 
Strict adherence to food 
quality, hygiene, timely 
lifting of  food grains, and 
proper record maintenance 
was also stressed.

The Chair further 
directed that 100% APAAR 
ID generation, UDISE+ 
data updation, and regis-

tration of  all eligible Class 
5 students for JNVST 2027–
28 be completed within 
the prescribed timelines. 
It was impressed that 
the vacancies of  Cook-
cum-Helpers shall be 
filled as per norms, and 
their training on hygiene 
and food safety shall be 
ensured. Convergence 
with the Health Depart-
ment, establishment of  
School Nutrition Gardens, 
effective implementation 
of  vocational education, 
solarisation of  schools, 
construction of  boundary 
walls, and provision of  safe 
drinking water facilities 
were also emphasized.

To improve the overall 
learning environment, one 
Pilot Model School shall be 
developed in each educa-
tional zone with upgraded 
infrastructure and basic 
amenities. The Chief Educa-
tion Officer was directed to 
closely monitor the imple-
mentation of  all decisions, 
while Zonal Education Offi-
cers were directed to con-
duct regular field visits and 
submit progress reports. 
The Chair stressed that 
timely execution, account-
ability, and effective coordi-
nation at all levels are essen-
tial to achieve the desired 
outcomes and improve the 
quality of  education across 
District Kulgam.

DLSA organises Legal 
Awareness Programme on 
World Population Day

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: In obser-
vance of  World Popula-
tion Day, 2026, District 
Legal Services Authority 
(DLSA), Ganderbal, under 
the guidance of   Abdul 
Nasir, Chairman, DLSA,  

(Principal District & Ses-
sions Judge), Ganderbal 
and under the supervision 
of  Sheikh Babar Hussain, 
Secretary, DLSA Gander-
bal, organised a Legal 
Awareness Programme 
at District Hospital (DH), 
Ganderbal.

The programme was 
conducted with the objec-
tive of  creating aware-
ness regarding popula-
tion issues, reproductive 
health, family welfare, 
and the legal rights and 
entitlements available to 
citizens.

On the occasion, Assis-
tant Legal Aid Defence 
Counsels acted as Resource 
Persons and sensitised 
the participants on the 
importance of  population 
stabilisation, maternal 
and reproductive health, 
responsible parenthood, 
gender equality, and the 
role of  legal awareness in 

promoting the well-being 
of  families.

The Resource Persons 
also highlighted the provi-
sions of  the Legal Servic-
es Authorities Act, 1987, 
informing the participants 
about their right to free 
legal aid, the legal assis-

tance available through 
Legal Services Institu-
tions, and the importance 
of  seeking legal remedies 
for the protection of  their 
rights.

The programme wit-
nessed active participation 
from the hospital officials 
and staff, who appreciated 
the initiative undertaken 
by DLSA Ganderbal to 
spread awareness on issues 
of  public importance.

The programme con-
cluded on an interactive 
note, with participants 
seeking clarification on 
various legal and social 
issues relating to popu-
lation and reproductive 
health. The Resource Per-
sons responded to the que-
ries in detail and empha-
sised the importance of  
legal awareness in empow-
ering citizens to safeguard 
their rights and avail free 
legal aid. 
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OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL  

GOVT. DEGREE COLLEGE DANGIWACHA 
BARAMULLA  193303

Website:  .gdcdangiwacha.edu.in,  
Email: gdcdangiwacha786@gmail.com

NO: GDCD/2026/182   |    Date:10-07-2026

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
Expression of Interest is invited from all the registered members of the 
Association of Indian Publishers and Book Suppliers (AIPBS) to offer the 
maximum possible discount, separately for Paperback and hardbound 
(hardcover), for the supply of Books/periodicals/Reference books for the 
college Library. The interested parties are requested to offer maximum 
possible discount for the Library of the College. The discount offers should be 
accompanied by a CDR amounting to Rs 5000 (Five thousand only) Pledged to 
Principal GDC Dangiwacha. The offers should reach the college by or before 
20-07-2026 up to 4 PM. The interested parties are requested to collect the 
application form along with Terms and Conditions agreement from the office 
of the undersigned during official working hours or download from the college 
website https://gdcdangiwacha.edu.in/. The undersigned reserves the right 
to reject any or all the offers without any reason.
 Sd/
DIPK-3138-26 Principal
DT: 11/07/2026 GDC Dangiwacha

Email ID: gmdic-srinagar@jk.gov.in
TEL/FAX: 0194-2427478

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER 
DISTRICT INDUSTRIES CENTRE, SRINAGAR

Near Petrol Pump Baghi Ali Mardan Khan,Srinagar - 190011

PUBLIC NOTICE
M/s Friends Concrete Products I/E Khunmoh, Srinagar under No. 01/003/09486/
PMT/MSME dated 30.06.2022 for the activity of "RCC Spun pipe, hollow/Solid 
cement blocks", as partnership concern of (1) Mr. Hilal Ahmad Mir S/o Abdul 
Majid Mir R/o Khunmoh, Srinagar and (2) Mr. Umar Nazir Khan S/o Nazir Ahmad 
Khan R/o Khunmoh, Srinagar.
Now the partners of the unit have approached this office with the request to 
change of constitution by way of retirement of partner namely Mr. Umar Nazir 
Khan S/o Nazir Ahmad Khan R/o Khunmoh, Srinagar.
Any person having any objection with regard to the above mentioned change of 
constitution by way of retirement of partner namely Mr. Umar Nazir Khan S/o 
Nazir Ahmad Khan R/o Khunmoh, Srinagar in favour of the unit, shall report to 
the Office of General Manager, District Industries Centre, Srinagar within a period 
of 07 days from the date of Publication of this notice, failing which no objection 
shall be entertained.

General Manager
DIPK-3163-26  District Industries Centre 
DT: 11/07/2026 Srinagar

J&K’s high-altitude areas 
warmed by nearly 1°C in 
two decades: Study
IIT Kharagpur research finds Pahalgam, Gulmarg warming faster

Javed Rana reviews PHE, I&FC 

functioning in Jammu Division
Stresses uninterrupted water supply, robust flood preparedness

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: High-alti-
tude regions of  Jammu 
and Kashmir, including 
the tourist destinations of  
Pahalgam and Gulmarg, 
have witnessed a temper-
ature rise of  nearly 1°C 
over the last two decades, 
highlighting the growing 
impact of  climate change 
on the fragile Himalayan 
ecosystem, according to a 
new scientific study.

The study, titled 
"Warming of  the High-
Mountainous Climate 
Sensitive Jammu and 
Kashmir During the 
Period 1980–2024", was 
conducted by research-
ers G.S. Gopikrishnan, 
Jayanarayanan Kuttip-
purath and V.M. Pranav 
Chandran from the Indian 
Institute of  Technology 
(IIT) Kharagpur.

The researchers anal-
ysed temperature records 
from 1980 to 2024 using 
observations from ten 
India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) stations 
across Jammu and Kash-
mir, including Jammu, 
Srinagar, Pahalgam, Gul-
marg, Kupwara, Kokernag, 
Qazigund, Banihal, Batote 
and Bhaderwah.

The study,  found that 
warming is not uniform 
across the region. Mid- 

and high-altitude areas 
have experienced a stron-
ger rise in temperatures 
than lower-altitude loca-
tions, a phenomenon 
known as Elevation-
Dependent Warming 
(EDW). The strongest 
warming was recorded 
during winter, particu-
larly in daytime tempera-
tures at higher elevations.

According to the find-
ings, Pahalgam and Gul-
marg have warmed by 
nearly 1°C over the past 
two decades, while sev-
eral mid-elevation sta-
tions also showed signifi-
cant increases in average 
temperatures. Bhader-
wah recorded one of  the 
highest annual warming 
trends of  around 0.3°C per 
decade.

The study also found 
that night-time tempera-
tures are increasing faster 

than daytime tempera-
tures across many moun-
tain stations. Minimum 
temperatures rose by 
0.1°C to 0.5°C per decade 
in several mid- and high-
altitude locations, indicat-
ing reduced night-time 
cooling.

Researchers attribute 
the winter warming at 
higher elevations mainly 
to surface albedo chang-
es, where shrinking snow 
cover exposes darker 
ground that absorbs more 
solar radiation. Rising 
atmospheric moisture 
and increased longwave 
radiation were identified 
as key contributors to the 
rapid increase in night-
time temperatures.

The authors cautioned 
that continued warming 
in Jammu and Kashmir's 
mountain regions could 
have serious implications 

for glaciers, snow cover, 
river flows, biodiversity 
and water security, affect-
ing millions of  people 
dependent on Himalayan 
water resources.

While the study con-
firms significant warm-
ing trends across the 
region, the researchers 
noted that observations 
above 3,000 metres remain 
limited and called for a 
denser network of  high-
altitude weather stations 
to improve future climate 
assessments.

The findings add to 
growing evidence that 
the Western Himalaya is 
becoming increasingly 
vulnerable to climate 
change, underlining the 
need for stronger adap-
tation strategies to safe-
guard the region's fragile 
mountain ecosystems and 
water resources—(KNO)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for Jal 
Shakti, Forest, Ecology, 
Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana 
Saturday chaired a com-
prehensive review meet-
ing at the Civil Secretariat 
here to assess the function-
ing of  the Public Health 
Engineering (PHE) and 
Irrigation & Flood Control 
(I&FC) departments across 
Jammu Division.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Chief  Engineer 
PHE Jammu, Chief  Engi-
neer I&FC Jammu, besides 
Superintending Engineers 
and Executive Engineers 
of  Flood Control Divisions.

During the meeting, 
Javed Rana enquired about 
the physical and finan-
cial progress of  schemes 
under PMKSY-HKKP, UT 
CAPEX, NABARD, SASCI, 
DA-JGUA and other pro-
grammes. He emphasised 
the need for proactive plan-
ning to ensure uninter-
rupted water supply and 
robust flood management 
across the division. He 
directed that all schemes 
be completed within the 
stipulated timeframe so 
that they can be put to 
public use at the earliest.

Maintaining that ensur-
ing adequate water supply 
is a prerogative of  the 

government, the Minis-
ter directed the officers to 
ensure all water supply 
schemes remain functional 
at full capacity, with pre-
ventive maintenance com-
pleted at regular intervals. 
He made it clear that no 
lapse in drinking water 
availability would be tol-
erated and responsibil-
ity would be fixed for any 
lapses.

He also directed the offi-
cers for expediting work 
on JJM schemes near-
ing completion to ensure 
timely commissioning so 
that benefits reach people 
without delay while also 
emphasising the inspec-
tions of  critical water 
supply infrastructure.

Regarding the func-
tioning of  water tankers 
in Jammu city and other 
parts of  the division, Rana 
directed for their efficient 
deployment at appropriate 
locations, with filling sta-
tions identified for efficient 
loading. He further direct-

ed for daily monitoring of  
water source discharge 
rates and groundwater 
levels across all districts, 
along with weekly review 
and coordination meetings 
to maintain operational 
oversight and address 
emerging challenges pro-
actively.

During the meeting, the 
Chief  Engineer, Jal Shakti 
(I&FC), Jammu, gave a pre-
sentation on works com-
pleted so far, future plans 
and the department's con-
tingency arrangements.

The Minister was 
informed that dewatering 
pumps have been deployed 
across districts as per past 
practice to meet any eventu-
ality. He directed that stand-
by pumps and generators be 
positioned at strategic loca-
tions, with adequate stocks 
of  spare parts.

On flood preparedness, 
Javed Rana reviewed miti-
gation measures across 
vulnerable areas and 
directed the officers to 

adopt both structural and 
non-structural measures, 
with effective coordina-
tion for timely response. 
He underscored the impor-
tance of  technology-driven 
early warning systems and 
robust inter-agency coor-
dination in view of  the 
heightened vulnerability to 
floods and other weather-
related calamities.

He also directed the offi-
cers to expedite projects 
under the SASCI Disaster 
Programme in mission 
mode, particularly at loca-
tions previously affected 
by floods, to strengthen 
flood protection and irri-
gation infrastructure. He 
called for close monitoring 
to ensure the programme's 
benefits are realised on the 
ground without delay.

The Chief  Engineer was 
directed to submit details 
of  all completed and ongo-
ing projects in the flood 
and irrigation sectors.

The Minister directed 
the officers to ensure that 
Detailed Project Reports 
(DPRs) for all new schemes 
are prepared comprehen-
sively, covering all the 
technical, financial and 
operational aspects in 
detail so that projects are 
implemented smoothly 
without the need for sub-
sequent revisions or cost 
escalations.

Police Attach Rs 1.20 
Crore House Under NDPS 
Act in Srinagar

Government places 539 
Masters as Incharge 
Headmasters
Sakeena Itoo says landmark decision will 
improve educational outcomes across J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a sig-
nificant step aimed at 
strengthening the admin-
istrative and academic 
framework of  government 
schools, the Jammu and 
Kashmir Government 
has placed 539 Masters of  
School Education depart-
ment as in-charge Head-
masters and posted them 
in various schools across 
length and breadth of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

The decision marks a 
major initiative towards 
ensuring effective school 
leadership, addressing 
administrative require-
ments and enhancing the 
overall quality of  edu-
cation in government 
schools.

Speaking on this 
landmark development, 
Minister for Education, 
Social Welfare, Health 
and Medical Education, 
Sakeena Itoo said that 
this significant decision 
reflects the Government’s 
unwavering commitment 
to improving educational 
standards and ensur-
ing better academic out-
comes for students across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Minister said that 
strong institutional leader-
ship plays a pivotal role in 
improving teaching-learn-
ing processes, enhancing 

accountability and creat-
ing a conducive environ-
ment for quality education. 
She expressed confidence 
that the placement of  539 
Masters as Incharge Head-
masters will significantly 
strengthen school admin-
istration and contribute to 
improved educational per-
formance at the grassroots 
level.

Sakeena Itoo reiterated 
that the present Govern-
ment, under the leader-
ship of  Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah, remains 
committed to upgrading 
educational institutions 
by ensuring adequate 
human resources, improv-
ing infrastructure and 
implementing progressive 
reforms across the educa-
tion sector.

She further said that 
the Government is taking 
a series of  measures to 
modernise the school edu-
cation system, bridge exist-
ing gaps and provide stu-
dents with access to qual-
ity education in a vibrant 
academic environment.

The Minister also said 

MP Khatana inspects Dev 
works in Bathindi; Reviews 
development, civic works

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Member Par-
liament, Rajya Sabha, Er. 
Ghulam Ali Khatana Sat-
urday conducted an exten-
sive inspection of  Ward 
No. 74 (Bathindi–Sunjwan) 
and its adjoining locali-
ties to review the progress 
of  ongoing development 
works and assess the status 
of  essential civic infra-
structure. He was accom-
panied by Commissioner 
Jammu Municipal Corpo-
ration (JMC) Dr. Devansh 
Yadav.

During the visit, the 
Member Parliament inter-
acted with locals and 
patiently listened to their 
grievances and suggestions. 
The residents highlighted 
various civic issues, includ-
ing damaged roads, inad-
equate drainage, desilting 
and cleaning of  drains, con-
struction of  new drains at 
vulnerable locations, sanita-
tion, beautification of public 
spaces, drinking water 
supply and other essential 
civic amenities. He conduct-
ed on-the-spot inspections 
of  the affected locations and 
issued necessary directions 
to the concerned officers for 
the prompt execution of  the 

required works.
Special emphasis was 

laid on strengthening 
the drainage network to 
ensure efficient stormwa-
ter disposal and prevent 
waterlogging during the 
ongoing monsoon season. 
The Member Parliament 
reviewed the progress of  
drain-cleaning operations, 
identified critical locations 
requiring additional drain-
age infrastructure and 
directed the concerned offi-
cials to prepare and imple-
ment comprehensive mea-
sures for improving civic 

facilities across the area.
Addressing the residents, 

the Member Parliament 
reiterated his commitment 
to the holistic development 
of  Bathindi–Sunjwan and 
adjoining areas. He stated 
that all developmental works 
falling within the jurisdic-
tion of  the Jammu Munici-
pal Corporation would be 
expedited in close coordi-
nation with the concerned 
departments. He assured 
the public that every gen-
uine issue would receive 
due attention and that 
sustained efforts would be 
made to provide improved 
civic amenities and robust 
public infrastructure.

Lakhanpur selected among 
50 street food hubs under PM 
SVANidhi scheme: Dr Jitendra

Decongesting Sopore, improving 
Fruit Mandi connectivity top 
priorities: MLA Kar

YOGESH

JAMMU: Union Minis-
ter Dr Jitendra Singh, on 
Saturday announced that 
the Centre has selected 
Lakhanpur, the gateway 
town to Jammu and Kash-
mir on the Punjab border, 
for development as a Street 
Food Hub under a new 
national initiative.

Dr Singh, who is also the 
Member Parliament from the 
Jammu-Udhampur-Kathua-
Doda constituency, while 
sharing the development 
said, “The initiative is aimed 
at promoting local culinary 
heritage and providing digni-
fied livelihood opportunities 
to street vendors.”

He said Lakhanpur is 
among the first 50 towns 
across the country chosen 
under the Government of  
India's Street Food Hub ini-
tiative being implemented 
as part of  the PM SVANi-
dhi scheme.

Calling it "good news for 
Kathua," the Union Minis-
ter said the project would 
transform Lakhanpur into 
a world-class vending des-
tination while preserving 
and showcasing its rich 
food culture. "Street Food 
Hubs are sought to be 
developed as world-class 

vending spaces that will 
promote local culinary 
heritage and at the same 
time ensure dignified live-
lihood for street vendors," 
Dr. Singh said.

He added that the 
scheme envisages financial 
assistance along with addi-
tional financial incentives 
for the development of  the 
proposed hub.

According to Dr. Singh, 
the proposed Street Food 
Hub at Lakhanpur Market 
will comprise two clus-
ters—one near the Old Bus 
Stand and another near the 
Sales Tax Office—to facili-
tate organized vending and 
improve amenities for visi-
tors and vendors alike.

Expressing gratitude to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Dr. Singh said the 
inclusion of  Lakhanpur 
in the very first phase of  
the national programme 
reflects the Centre's priority 
towards the development of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Police in 
central Kashmir’s Sri-
nagar district on Saturday 
attached a double-storey 
residential house worth 
more than Rs 1.20 crore 
under the Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act, as 
part of  the ongoing crack-
down on drug trafficking.

According to a police 
statement, the property, 
constructed on eight marlas 
of  land, was attached by 
Police Station Lal Bazar 
during the investigation of  
FIR No. 16/2026, registered 
under Sections 8/20 and 29 
of  the NDPS Act.

Police identified the 
owner of  the attached prop-
erty as Zamin Makhdoomi, 
son of  Fayaz Ahmed Makh-
doomi, a resident of  Sikh 
Bagh, Lal Bazar.

During the investiga-
tion, police said it was 
established that the prop-

erty was liable for attach-
ment under Section 68-F 
of  the NDPS Act, following 
which the competent legal 
process was initiated.

The attachment pro-
ceedings were carried 
out in the presence of  the 
Executive Magistrate, 
Eidgah, and in accordance 
with the due process of  
law, police said.

Srinagar Police said the 
action forms part of  its 
strategy to not only pros-
ecute those involved in 
narcotics offences but also 
dismantle the financial 
infrastructure of  the ille-
gal drug trade by depriv-
ing traffickers of  assets 
allegedly acquired through 
illicit activities.History

Police also appealed to 
the public to share cred-
ible information regard-
ing drug peddling and 
other criminal activities, 
assuring that the identity 
of  informers would be kept 
strictly confidential.

AGENCIES

SOPORE: Member of  Leg-
islative Assembly (MLA) 
Sopore Irshad Rasool Kar 
on Saturday said decongest-
ing Sopore town remains 
one of  his top priorities, 
while assuring that the 
long-awaited vital Mazbug 
Bridge will be thrown open 
to the public within the cur-
rent financial year.

 Kar said the government 
is working on improving 
road connectivity across 
the constituency, with spe-
cial focus on strengthening 
the road link to the Sopore 
Fruit Mandi to support the 
horticulture sector.

"Decongestion of  Sopore 
is among our priorities. 
Better road connectiv-
ity, especially to the Fruit 
Mandi, will provide a major 
boost to horticulture," he 
said.

The MLA said the 
Mazbug Bridge project is 
progressing steadily and is 
expected to be completed 
during the present finan-
cial year. He added that 
most development works 

across the constituency are 
on schedule.

"Departments are 
making efforts, and the 
timelines of  most projects 
are on track. The Gogjidaji 
and Seer footbridges are 
pending, but the concerned 
departments will also take 
up those works," he said.

The National Conference 
(NC) leader said beautifica-
tion and road improvement 
works are being carried out 
with the available resourc-
es, while urging people to 
remain patient as connec-
tivity improves.

On the recurring water 
scarcity in Sopore, Kar 
acknowledged the inconve-
nience faced by residents 
and attributed the crisis to 
temporary disruption of  
some water supply schemes, 
pipeline ruptures and 
increased demand from the 
agriculture and horticul-
ture sectors.

"All major water supply 
projects will be taken up 
over the next couple of  
years. Once completed, they 
will provide a lasting solu-
tion to the problem," he said.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Statehood Cannot Remain 
An Endless Promise

T
he demand for the restoration of Jammu 
and Kashmir's statehood has once again 
returned to the centre of political dis-
course. What was once presented as 
a solemn assurance now risks being 

viewed as an unending promise, with every pass-
ing month adding to public frustration.
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah's latest remarks 
reflect a growing sense of impatience within the 
elected government. His warning that patience 
should not be mistaken for weakness carries a 
political message not only for New Delhi but 
also for the people who voted with the expecta-
tion that democratic institutions would gradually 
regain their full powers.
For nearly two years, the National Conference 
government has largely chosen dialogue over 
confrontation. Omar Abdullah repeatedly main-
tained that statehood would be restored through 
engagement with the Centre rather than street 
protests. However, the proposed protest at 
Jantar Mantar suggests that confidence in that 
approach is beginning to wear thin.
The issue is no longer about political prestige. 
It is about democratic accountability. Jammu 
and Kashmir today has an elected government, 
yet crucial powers remain outside its control. 
This often leaves the administration answerable 
to the people without possessing the author-
ity required to address many of their concerns 
effectively.
The Centre has consistently maintained that 
statehood will be restored "at the appropriate 
time." While such assurances may have initial-
ly inspired hope, they now invite an obvious 
question: when exactly is that appropriate time? 
Without a clear roadmap or timeline, repeated 
promises risk losing their credibility.
At the same time, the debate over statehood 
should not become a convenient diversion from 
governance. The people of Jammu and Kashmir 
are grappling with inflation, unemployment, 
poor infrastructure, and inadequate public ser-
vices. Political leaders, whether in Srinagar or 
Delhi, cannot afford to let constitutional ques-
tions overshadow the everyday struggles of ordi-
nary citizens.
Statehood is not merely a political slogan. It 
represents the restoration of democratic dignity, 
greater administrative autonomy, and stronger 
accountability to the electorate. If the commit-
ment to restore it was made publicly, it deserves 
a transparent and time-bound response.
The people of Jammu and Kashmir have shown 
remarkable patience over the years. Patience, 
however, cannot be expected to last indefinitely. 
Democracy thrives on trust, and trust survives 
only when promises are honoured. The time 
has come for clarity, not ambiguity; for action, 
not assurances. Only then can confidence in the 
democratic process truly be restored.

        Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra

A Divine Pilgrimage That Unites 
Faith, Humanity And The Nation

SACHIN BALI

T
he annual Shri Amarnath 
Ji Yatra is far more than a 
pilgrimage to one of  Hindu-
ism's holiest shrines. It is a 
profound spiritual journey 

that embodies India's civilisational 
continuity, cultural heritage and the 
timeless ideals of  Sanatan Dharma. 
Every year, the sacred Himalayan cave 
of  Baba Barfani draws devotees from 
every corner of  India and from across 
the world, reaffirming that faith tran-
scends geography, language and social 
barriers.

The response to this year's Yatra has 
once again been extraordinary. Within the 
first six days alone, more than two lakh 
devotees had paid obeisance at the holy 
cave, reflecting the ever-growing faith of  
pilgrims. Over the years, the number of  
yatris has consistently increased, dem-
onstrating that the spiritual magnetism 
of Shri Amarnath Ji continues to inspire 
generations of  devotees.

The Amarnath Yatra is not merely a 
trek through the rugged Himalayas; it is 
a divine spiritual discipline. Every step 
towards the holy cave is an act of  devo-
tion, perseverance and self-realisation. 
The physical hardships of  the journey 
become a means of  inner purification, 
reminding pilgrims that the path to 
the Divine demands faith, patience and 
surrender. The Yatra is as much about 
reaching the sacred cave as it is about 
discovering the light within oneself.

The holy cave occupies a unique 
place in Sanatan tradition. According 
to ancient belief, it was here that Lord 
Shiva revealed the Amar Katha—the 
eternal secret of  life and immortality—
to Goddess Parvati. To ensure complete 
secrecy, Mahadev is believed to have left 
behind Nandi, the Moon, Vasuki, Lord 
Ganesha and the five elements before 
entering the cave. Yet, tradition speaks 
of  the immortal pair of  pigeons that 
survived to hear the divine discourse 

and continue to symbolise eternity and 
unwavering devotion.

The shrine also finds mention in the 
broader spiritual traditions associated 
with ancient Kashmir, including refer-
ences linked to the Nilamata Purana. 
Many traditional accounts further 
associate the Himalayan region with 
the meditation and spiritual journeys 
of  , whose efforts revitalised Sanatan 
Dharma across the Indian subconti-
nent. These traditions underscore the 
cave's enduring place in India's sacred 
geography.

Beyond its religious significance, the 
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra is a remarkable 
example of  national unity and harmo-
nious coexistence. As pilgrims travel 
through Jammu & Kashmir, they are 
welcomed by local residents from differ-
ent communities with warmth, flowers 
and heartfelt hospitality. This endur-
ing tradition demonstrates that the true 
purpose of  faith is to unite people. The 
Yatra reflects India's age-old philoso-
phy that while methods of  worship may 
differ, humanity remains one.

Equally inspiring is the spirit of  
seva witnessed throughout the pil-
grimage. Thousands of  volunteers, 
langar committees, civil administra-
tion, security forces, healthcare pro-

fessionals, sanitation workers and 
local communities work shoulder to 
shoulder to ensure that every devotee 
completes the journey safely and with 
dignity. Their selfless service reflects 
the Sanatan ideal that serving human-
ity is itself  a form of  worship.

The arrangements for the Yatra have 
reached unprecedented standards in 
recent years. Modern infrastructure, 
RFID-based pilgrim tracking, grid-
based electricity up to the holy cave 
through the Baltal route, real-time 
monitoring, integrated command and 
control systems, improved accommo-
dation facilities and enhanced medical 
preparedness have transformed the pil-
grimage experience while preserving its 
spiritual essence. These initiatives have 
made one of  the world's most challeng-
ing pilgrimages safer, more organised 
and more accessible than ever before.

One of  the most touching aspects of  
the Yatra is the participation of  Divy-
angjan and elderly pilgrims. Every 
year, specially abled devotees overcome 
physical challenges to seek the bless-
ings of  Baba Barfani. Their successful 
pilgrimage is a living testimony to the 
strength of  human faith and the inclu-
sive arrangements made by the admin-
istration. It reminds us that devotion 

knows no physical limitations.
The Yatra also reflects India's 

growing commitment to sustainable 
pilgrimage. Efforts towards a clean-
er, greener and plastic-free Yatra, 
improved waste management and 
protection of  the fragile Himalayan 
ecosystem reinforce the belief  that 
reverence for nature is an integral 
part of  Sanatan Dharma. Respect for 
the mountains that host the abode of  
Mahadev is itself  an act of  devotion.

Ultimately, Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
is much more than an annual religious 
event. It is a living celebration of  faith, 
resilience, service, unity and coex-
istence. Amidst the majestic Himala-
yas, lakhs of  devotees chant "Har Har 
Mahadev" in unison, reminding the 
world that spirituality has the power to 
unite hearts beyond every social, lin-
guistic and regional divide.

As the number of  pilgrims continues 
to rise year after year, the Yatra stands 
not only as a symbol of  unwavering 
devotion to Lord Shiva but also as a 
shining example of  India's enduring 
spiritual heritage, inclusive traditions 
and collective national consciousness.

Author is a JKAS Officer. He can be 
mailed at balisachin775@gmail.com

Peer Pressure And Its Social Grip: Impact 

On Minds And Communities

DR. REYAZ AHMAD     

P
eer pressure is a 
powerful social force 
that influences indi-
viduals and commu-
nities, shaping their 

behaviours, decisions, and 
societal norms. While it can 
have both positive and negative 
effects, its impact varies across 
cultural contexts. In India, peer 
pressure is often linked to aca-
demic success, family expec-
tations, and societal norms. In 
contrast, Western countries 
experience peer pressure 
more prominently in areas 
such as social behaviour, work 
culture, and personal lifestyle 
choices. This article explores 
the impact of  peer pressure 
in both settings, supported by 
real-life examples.

Peer Pressure 
India’s collectivist society 

places significant importance 
on conformity, making peer 
pressure a dominant force in 
shaping personal and commu-
nal decisions.

1. Academic and Career 
Pressure

Education is one of  the 
most common areas where 
peer pressure affects Indian 
students. The societal push for 
securing government jobs or 
pursuing specific professions 
often overrides individual 
interests.

Real-Life Example:
The Kota Education Crisis 

– Kota, Rajasthan, is home to 
thousands of  students pre-
paring for IIT-JEE and NEET 
exams. The immense pressure 
to succeed has led to rising stu-
dent suicides. In 2023 alone, 26 

students died by suicide in Kota 
due to academic stress, high-
lighting the dark side of  peer 
pressure in education.

Real-Life Example:
IAS Aspirants in Delhi’s 

Mukherjee Nagar – Many 
students in Delhi’s Mukher-
jee Nagar, a coaching hub 
for the UPSC Civil Services 
Exam, spend years attempt-
ing to crack one of  the tough-
est exams in the country. The 
pressure from family and peers 
forces many to continue pre-
paring despite repeated fail-
ures, leading to mental health 
issues and financial strain.

2. Social and Cultural Norms
Indian society expects indi-

viduals to conform to tradition-
al norms regarding marriage, 
gender roles, and lifestyle 
choices.

Real-Life Example:
The Case of  Nikita Tomar 

(Honor Killing, Haryana) – In 
2020, a young woman named 
Nikita Tomar was killed for 
rejecting a marriage proposal. 
Such incidents highlight the 
intense societal and familial 
pressure placed on individuals 
to follow traditional marriage 
norms, often at the cost of  per-
sonal freedom and safety.

3. Financial and Lifestyle 
Pressures

Consumerism and societal 
expectations often push people 
to spend beyond their means 
to maintain a certain social 
status.

Real-Life Example:
Big Fat Indian Weddings – 

In India, weddings are seen as 
a status symbol, with families 
spending exorbitant amounts 
of  money to match societal 
expectations. The 2023 wedding 
of  Anant Ambani, estimated 
to cost over ₹1,000 crores, set 
a new benchmark, increasing 
the pressure on middle-class 
families to host extravagant 
ceremonies even when finan-

cially unsustainable.
 Real-Life Example:
Social Media Influencer Cul-

ture – The rise of  Instagram 
and YouTube influencers has 
led to peer pressure among 
young Indians to buy luxury 
products, travel frequently, and 
present an idealized lifestyle, 
often leading to financial strain 
and anxiety.

Peer Pressure Abroad
In Western societies, peer 

pressure manifests in areas 
such as workplace expecta-
tions, lifestyle choices, and 
social media trends.

1. Substance Abuse and 
Risky Behaviour

The influence of  peer groups 
plays a major role in substance 
use and other high-risk behav-
iours among youth.

Real-Life Example:
The “Binge Drinking Cul-

ture” in the UK and USA – Col-
lege students in the US and 
UK often feel pressured to 
engage in binge drinking to fit 
in. According to the National 
Institute on Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism (NIAAA), nearly 
50% of  college students in the 
US engage in excessive drink-
ing due to peer influence.

Real-Life Example:
The Tide Pod Challenge 

(USA, 2018) – Social media 
peer pressure led teenagers to 
consume toxic laundry deter-

gent pods for viral videos. This 
dangerous trend resulted in 
multiple hospitalizations and 
poison control warnings.

2. Body Image and Social 
Media Influence

Social media has intensified 
peer pressure related to body 
image, leading to eating disor-
ders and mental health issues.

Real-Life Example:
Kylie Jenner Lip Challenge 

(USA, 2015) – Teenagers world-
wide attempted to plump their 
lips using vacuum suction, 
inspired by Kylie Jenner’s appear-
ance. Many suffered bruising and 
permanent lip damage due to the 
challenge, showcasing the nega-
tive influence of social media peer 
pressure.

 Real-Life Example:
The Impact of  Instagram 

Filters – Studies show that 
apps like Instagram contribute 
to increased body dysmorphia, 
especially among teenage girls. 
The pressure to appear "flaw-
less" online has led to a rise in 
plastic surgeries and mental 
health issues.

3. Career and Workplace 
Pressures

In many developed nations, 
workplace culture fosters high-
stress environments where 
employees feel pressured to 
overwork.

Real-Life Example:
Karoshi (Death by Over-

work) in Japan – The term 
karoshi refers to employees 
dying due to excessive work 
hours. Japan’s corporate cul-
ture encourages long work 
hours, often forcing individuals 
to sacrifice personal well-being 
for professional success. The 
government has had to intro-
duce work-life balance laws to 
curb this issue.

Real-Life Example:
The “Hustle Culture” in Sili-

con Valley – Tech workers in 
Silicon Valley often feel pres-
sured to work 80-hour weeks 
to stay ahead in the competi-
tive industry. Many suffer from 
burnout, anxiety, and depres-
sion, leading to a growing con-
versation about mental health 
in the workplace.

Conclusion
Peer pressure affects indi-

viduals and communities 
worldwide, albeit in different 
ways. In India, it predomi-
nantly influences education, 
societal norms, and financial 
decisions, while in Western 
countries, it impacts lifestyle 
choices, workplace culture, 
and social behavior. Although 
peer pressure can sometimes 
encourage positive behavior, 
such as promoting hard work 
and social activism—its nega-
tive effects often lead to stress, 
anxiety, and unhealthy deci-
sion-making.

Understanding and resisting 
negative peer pressure is cru-
cial for mental well-being and 
personal growth. By promoting 
self-awareness, independent 
decision-making, and support-
ive communities, individuals 
can navigate societal expecta-
tions without succumbing to 
undue pressure.

Author is Faculty of  Math-
ematics, Department of  Gen-

eral Education SUC, Sharjah, 
UAE. He can be mailed at 

reyaz56@gmail.com
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Addiction To Smartphones: A Silent Crisis Of The Digital Age

Dowry System

Beneath The Veil, Beyond The Price
"Love Is Priceless; The Moment It Demands A Price, It Ceases To Be Love."

DR. RATAN BHATTACHARJEE

T
he smartphone has undoubt-
edly become one of  the 
greatest inventions of  the 
twenty-first century. It has 
transformed communica-

tion, education, healthcare, commerce, 
entertainment, and social interaction 
in unprecedented ways. With a device 
that fits comfortably into a pocket, 
people can access a universe of  infor-
mation, attend virtual classes, con-
duct business meetings, pay bills, shop 
online, and connect instantly with 
loved ones across continents. How-
ever, every technological revolution 
carries its own challenges. Alongside 
its remarkable benefits, the excessive 
use of  smartphones and addictive game 
applications has emerged as one of  the 
most pressing public health and social 
concerns of  our time.

Smartphone addiction among Kash-
miri youth has emerged as a growing 
social and psychological concern, reshap-
ing daily life, academic performance, and 
interpersonal relationships. The wide-
spread availability of  affordable devices 
and constant internet access has made 
smartphones an integral part of  young 
people’s routines, but this dependence 
often crosses into compulsive use. Many 
adolescents spend hours scrolling 
through social media, gaming, or con-
suming short form videos, which gradu-
ally reduces their attention span and 
weakens their ability to focus on studies. 
Teachers across the Valley report declin-
ing classroom engagement, while par-
ents observe increasing irritability and 
withdrawal when devices are restricted. 
Beyond academics, excessive screen time 
contributes to anxiety, sleep disturbanc-
es, and reduced physical activity, creating 
a cycle where digital escape becomes a 
coping mechanism for stress and uncer-
tainty. The cultural fabric of  Kashmir, 
once centered around close knit family 
interactions and outdoor social life, is 
also affected as youth prefer virtual 
spaces over traditional gatherings. This 
shift not only distances them from com-
munity values but also exposes them to 
harmful online influences. Smartphone 
addiction in Kashmir is therefore not 
just a technological issue but a multi-
dimensional challenge that demands 
awareness, balanced digital habits, and 
collective efforts from families, schools, 
and society to restore healthier patterns 
of  living.

All over India this is all that is happen-
ing and  Kashmir is no exception. What 
was initially introduced as a tool for con-
venience has gradually become an object 
of  dependency for millions. Many people 
begin and end their day by checking 
their smartphones. Notifications, social 
media updates, short videos, and mobile 
games continuously compete for atten-

tion. Hours pass unnoticed as individuals 
scroll endlessly through digital content 
or immerse themselves in gaming envi-
ronments. This growing dependence is 
no longer confined to teenagers. Chil-
dren, university students, working pro-
fessionals, homemakers, and even elder-
ly citizens are increasingly vulnerable 
to smartphone addiction.The popular-
ity of  game applications has intensified 
this problem. Mobile games are designed 
not merely for entertainment but also 
to maximize user engagement. Features 
such as daily rewards, competitive rank-
ings, achievements, virtual currencies, 
and multiplayer interactions encourage 
users to play repeatedly. Game develop-
ers employ sophisticated psychological 
techniques that stimulate the brain’s 
reward system.

Every victory, unlocked level, or col-
lected reward releases dopamine, creat-
ing a sense of  pleasure and accomplish-
ment. Over time, users begin to crave 
these experiences, leading to compulsive 
gaming habits.Children are perhaps the 
most vulnerable victims. Parents often 
hand smartphones to young children to 
keep them occupied during meals, travel, 
or social gatherings. Initially perceived 
as harmless entertainment, prolonged 
exposure gradually develops into depen-
dency. Many children lose interest in out-
door activities, books, creative hobbies, 
and face-to-face interaction. Instead, they 
become emotionally attached to digital 
devices, reacting with anger, frustration, 
or anxiety whenever their screen time is 
restricted.

The educational consequences are 
significant. Students addicted to smart-
phones frequently struggle to concen-
trate in classrooms. Homework remains 
unfinished as gaming sessions extend 
late into the night. Sleep deprivation 
reduces memory retention, problem-
solving ability, and academic perfor-
mance. Teachers increasingly report 
shorter attention spans among students 
who constantly switch between educa-
tional tasks and digital distractions. Even 
during study hours, notifications from 
gaming apps interrupt concentration, 
making sustained learning difficult.
Physical health also suffers from exces-
sive smartphone use. Long hours spent 
staring at screens contribute to digital 
eye strain, headaches, neck pain, shoul-
der stiffness, and poor posture. Seden-
tary lifestyles associated with prolonged 
gaming increase the risk of  obesity and 
cardiovascular problems. Blue light emit-
ted from screens disrupts the body’s nat-
ural sleep cycle, making it difficult to fall 
asleep and reducing overall sleep quality. 
Chronic sleep deprivation further affects 
emotional regulation, immunity, and 
cognitive functioning.

Mental health implications are equal-
ly alarming. Numerous psychological 
studies have linked excessive smart-

phone use with increased levels of  anxi-
ety, depression, loneliness, irritability, 
and stress. Ironically, devices intended 
to connect people often leave users feel-
ing socially isolated. Online friendships 
frequently replace meaningful personal 
relationships. Individuals become more 
comfortable interacting through screens 
than engaging in real-life conversations. 
This digital isolation weakens emotional 
bonds within families and communities.
Game addiction can become particularly 
destructive when financial incentives are 
involved. Many popular games encour-
age in-app purchases, allowing users to 
buy virtual items, costumes, weapons, 
or additional lives. Some individuals 
spend substantial amounts of  money 
without realizing the cumulative finan-
cial burden. Children may unknowingly 
make unauthorized purchases using 
their parents’ accounts, creating unex-
pected expenses. In extreme cases, addic-
tion has resulted in significant debt and 
family conflict.

Social relationships are increasingly 
affected by smartphone dependency. 
Family members sitting in the same room 
often remain absorbed in their individual 
screens rather than communicating with 
one another. Dinner tables, once places 
of  conversation and shared experiences, 
have become silent spaces interrupted 
only by notification sounds. Couples 
complain about emotional neglect as 
partners devote more attention to digi-
tal devices than to each other. Friend-
ships become superficial when physical 
meetings are replaced by endless online 
messaging.The workplace is not immune 
to this growing problem. Employees 
distracted by smartphones experience 
reduced productivity, increased errors, 
and diminished creativity. Frequent 
checking of  messages and social media 
interrupts workflow, making it difficult 
to complete complex tasks efficiently. 
Many organizations have introduced 
digital wellness policies encouraging 
employees to limit non-essential smart-
phone use during working hours.

Road safety presents another serious 
concern. Distracted driving caused by 
texting, gaming, or checking notifica-

tions has become a major cause of  traffic 
accidents worldwide. Pedestrians cross-
ing roads while looking at smartphones 
are equally vulnerable. Public awareness 
campaigns continue to emphasize that a 
single moment of  distraction can have 
fatal consequences.Healthcare profes-
sionals now recognize gaming disorder 
as a legitimate mental health condi-
tion. Individuals suffering from severe 
gaming addiction often neglect educa-
tion, employment, personal hygiene, 
nutrition, and social responsibilities. 
They continue gaming despite experienc-
ing negative consequences in multiple 
aspects of  life. Treatment may require 
psychological counselling, behavioural 
therapy, family support, and structured 
digital detox programmes.

Parents play a crucial role in pre-
venting smartphone addiction among 
children. Establishing clear rules 
regarding screen time is essential. Bed-
rooms should ideally remain screen-
free zones during nighttime to promote 
healthy sleep. Parents must also lead by 
example, demonstrating balanced tech-
nology use in their own lives. Children 
are more likely to adopt healthy digi-
tal habits when adults model respon-
sible behaviour.Schools can contribute 
significantly by incorporating digital 
literacy into their curricula. Students 
should learn not only how to use tech-
nology effectively but also how to rec-
ognize signs of  digital addiction, mis-
information, cyberbullying, and online 
manipulation. Educational institutions 
can organize workshops involving psy-
chologists, educators, and parents to 
promote healthy technology habits.

Governments and policymakers also 
have important responsibilities. Stronger 
regulations regarding children’s online 
safety, transparent app design, and 
responsible gaming practices are neces-
sary. Developers should avoid manipula-
tive features targeting young users and 
provide effective parental control mecha-
nisms. Age verification systems, spend-
ing limits, and screen-time reminders 
can help reduce excessive use.

Technology companies themselves 
have begun acknowledging the issue. 

Many smartphones now include digi-
tal wellbeing features that monitor 
screen time, track app usage, and allow 
users to set daily limits. While these 
tools are valuable, they remain effec-
tive only when users willingly adopt 
healthier habits.Community organiza-
tions, libraries, sports clubs, and cul-
tural institutions can provide attractive 
alternatives to excessive screen use. 
Participation in sports, music, reading, 
volunteering, gardening, art, and com-
munity service encourages meaning-
ful human interaction while reducing 
dependence on digital entertainment.
The solution is not to reject technol-
ogy altogether. Smartphones have 
become indispensable tools in modern 
life, especially for education, health-
care, emergency communication, and 
professional work. The challenge lies 
in using technology wisely rather than 
allowing technology to control human 
behaviour. Digital devices should serve 
humanity instead of  dominating daily 
life.

Individuals can adopt several prac-
tical strategies to maintain balance. 
Setting designated screen-free hours, 
disabling unnecessary notifications, 
keeping phones away during meals, 
engaging in regular physical exercise, 
spending time outdoors, practising 
mindfulness, and pursuing offline hob-
bies all contribute to healthier digital 
habits. Families can establish weekly 
“digital-free evenings” dedicated to 
conversation, board games, reading, or 
outdoor activities.The growing addic-
tion to smartphones and game appli-
cations represents one of  the defining 
social challenges of  the digital era. 
Addressing it requires collective action 
involving families, educators, health-
care professionals, technology com-
panies, governments, and individuals 
themselves. Awareness is the first step 
toward meaningful change. As society 
embraces rapid technological advance-
ment, equal emphasis must be placed 
on preserving human relationships, 
mental well-being, physical health, and 
balanced living.

Technology is among human-
ity’s greatest achievements, but its true 
value lies in how responsibly it is used. 
A smartphone should remain a power-
ful tool in human hands—not a master 
controlling human minds. Only by cul-
tivating digital discipline can we ensure 
that technological progress enhances the 
quality of  life rather than diminishing 
it. The future belongs not to those who 
spend the most time on screens, but to 
those who learn to balance the virtual 
world with the richness of  real human 
experience.

Author is an International Tagore 
Awardee. He can be mailed at profra-

tanbhattacharjee@gmail.com

NAZRANA MUSHTAQ

M
arriage is one of  the 
most sacred and mean-
ingful relationships 
in human life. It is not 
merely a social con-

tract but a lifelong commitment built 
on love, trust, compassion, sacrifice, 
and mutual respect. Two individuals 
come together with the hope of  creat-
ing a peaceful home where they can 
support each other through every joy 
and hardship. Yet, despite the beauty of  
this institution, the practice of  dowry 
has cast a dark shadow over countless 
marriages, turning what should be a 
celebration of  love into a transaction 
based on wealth.

Dowry refers to the transfer of  
money, jewellery, property, household 
goods, or other valuable possessions 
from the bride's family to the groom or 
his family at the time of  marriage. His-
torically, voluntary gifts were offered 
by parents to help their daughter begin 
a new chapter of  life. Over time, how-
ever, this custom has been transformed 
into an expectation and, in many cases, 
a demand. What was once a gesture 
of  affection has become a measure of  
status, prestige, and financial gain.

Behind every wedding celebration 
stands a father who has silently spent 
decades saving every possible coin for 
his daughter's future. He sacrifices his 
comforts, postpones his dreams, works 

beyond exhaustion, and often denies 
himself  even the simplest pleasures 
because he believes his daughter's hap-
piness is worth every hardship. Many 
parents borrow money, mortgage their 
homes, sell their land, or spend their 
lifetime savings to fulfil dowry demands. 
Their love becomes overshadowed by 
financial pressure, and the joy of  seeing 
their daughter married is often mixed 
with anxiety and fear.

For many daughters, the burden 
of  dowry begins long before the wed-
ding day. Instead of  looking forward 
to marriage with excitement and con-
fidence, they carry feelings of  guilt, 
believing they have become a financial 
responsibility. They witness their par-
ents struggling to arrange money and 
sacrificing everything they own. This 
emotional burden can leave lasting 
scars. No daughter should ever feel that 
her worth depends on the wealth her 
parents can provide. "The worth of  a 
daughter can never be counted in gold, 
for she is a blessing, not a bargain."

The consequences of  dowry extend 

far beyond financial hardship. Across 
many societies, dowry-related disputes 
have led to emotional abuse, domestic 
violence, broken families, and, in tragic 
cases, the loss of  innocent lives. Count-
less women have suffered humiliation, 
neglect, or cruelty simply because the 
expectations of  the groom's family were 
not fulfilled. Such incidents remind 
us that when material possessions 
become more important than human 
dignity, the very purpose of  marriage 
is destroyed.

A successful marriage is never built 
on expensive gifts, luxurious furniture, 
or large sums of  money. It survives 
through honesty, patience, forgiveness, 
understanding, equality, and mutual 
respect. Jewellery may sparkle for a 
day, but good character shines for a life-
time. A home filled with kindness and 
compassion is infinitely more valuable 
than one decorated with costly posses-
sions but lacking peace and love.

The dowry system also weakens 
society as a whole. Families often 
spend enormous amounts of  money 

on weddings while neglecting more 
meaningful investments such as edu-
cation, healthcare, or personal develop-
ment. Young people begin to compare 
wealth instead of  values, and marriage 
becomes a competition of  status rather 
than compatibility. Such thinking 
encourages greed and social inequal-
ity, widening the gap between different 
sections of  society.

Education plays a crucial role in 
eliminating this harmful practice. Par-
ents should teach both sons and daugh-
ters that respect, honesty, and kindness 
are the true foundations of  marriage. 
Sons must be raised to reject dowry in 
every form and to value their future 
spouses for their character rather than 
material wealth. Daughters should 
grow up knowing that they deserve 
dignity, equality, and unconditional 
respect, regardless of  their family's 
financial condition.

Religious leaders, educators, commu-
nity elders, and social organizations also 
have an important responsibility. They 
should actively promote simple wed-
dings, discourage unnecessary extrava-
gance, and speak openly against dowry 
demands. Awareness campaigns, educa-
tional programmes, and community dis-
cussions can gradually change attitudes 
and inspire future generations to reject 
traditions that cause suffering.

Governments have enacted laws 
against dowry in many countries, but 
legislation alone cannot solve the prob-
lem. Laws can punish offenders, but 
they cannot transform hearts. Real and 
lasting change begins within families 
and communities. It begins when par-
ents refuse to offer dowry, when sons 
proudly reject it, and when society hon-
ours marriages based on love rather 
than wealth. Every young person 
has the power to become an agent of  
change. Choosing a marriage based on 

mutual understanding instead of  finan-
cial expectations sends a powerful mes-
sage to society. Every family that cel-
ebrates a dowry-free marriage inspires 
others to do the same. One courageous 
decision can influence an entire com-
munity and gradually replace harmful 
customs with healthier traditions.

"Gold may decorate a wedding, but 
only love can illuminate a marriage." 
Imagine a society where no father lies 
awake worrying about how he will 
arrange his daughter's marriage, where 
no mother hides her tears over finan-
cial burdens, and where no daughter 
feels guilty for being born. Imagine 
weddings filled with laughter instead 
of  negotiations, blessings instead of  
demands, and hope instead of  fear. 
Such a society is possible when we 
choose humanity over greed and com-
passion over materialism.

Marriage should unite hearts, not 
bank accounts. It should celebrate com-
panionship, not commercial exchange. 
Every daughter deserves to enter her 
new home carrying dreams instead of  
burdens, confidence instead of  fear, and 
love instead of  guilt. Every son should 
proudly declare that his life partner is 
not a source of  wealth but a companion 
worthy of  honour and respect.

Let every father witness his daugh-
ter's wedding with peace instead of  
anxiety. Let every mother smile with-
out worrying about debts. Let every 
daughter walk into her new life with 
dignity held high. Let every promise 
exchanged during marriage be writ-
ten with sincerity rather than wealth, 
and let every home become a sanctuary 
where love, equality, and respect are 
the only treasures that truly matter.

Author is a teacher by profession. 
She can be mailed at nazranamush-

taq430@gmail.com
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Cloudburst Floods 
Hotels, Houses In 
Pahalgam; No Casualties

AGENCIES 

SRINAGAR:  Several hotels and houses were inundated 
in Jammu and Kashmir's Pahalgam on Saturday after 
a cloudburst triggered flash floods in a stream, officials 
said.

A sudden spell of  intense rainfall, possibly caused by 
a localised cloudburst, struck the forest areas of  Awoora 
and Dehwathu in Pahalgam, in south Kashmir's Anant-
nag district, they said.

The cloudburst triggered flash floods in a stream in 
Awoora.

The overflowing waters inundated at least half  a dozen 
hotels, prompting the rescue and relocation of  tourists to 
safer places, they said, adding, several houses in the area 
were also affected.

There was no report of  any loss of  life or injuries. 
The administration is closely monitoring the situation, 
officials added.

LG Saxena Inaugurates Centre Of Excellence 
For Smart Energy, Electrical Systems

AGENCIES 

LEH: In a major step towards posi-
tioning Ladakh as a hub for clean 
energy innovation and future-
ready technical education, Ladakh 
Lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar 
Saxena on Saturday inaugurated 
the Centre of  Excellence for Smart 
Energy and Electrical Systems at 
LREDA Campus here.

"This Centre of  Excellence will 
prepare the youth for emerging 
sectors such as renewable energy, 
industrial automation, electric 
mobility and smart infrastructure.

"Our objective is not merely to 
create employment but to nurture 
innovators, entrepreneurs and 
technology leaders who will con-
tribute to the sustainable develop-
ment of  Ladakh and the nation," 
Saxena said while addressing the 
gathering.

He said Ladakh's unique geog-
raphy presented challenges but 
also unparalleled opportunities 
in renewable energy, smart infra-
structure and climate-resilient 
technologies.

"The future of  Ladakh lies in 
building a skilled, innovative and 

self-reliant workforce capable of  
leading the transition towards 
clean energy and advanced tech-
nologies," he said.

The officials said the Centre 
has been established to equip local 
youth with advanced skills in 
renewable energy, industrial auto-
mation and emerging technologies 
suited to the unique requirements 
of  the Himalayan region.

Aligned with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's vision of  'Skill 
India, Digital India and Make 
in India', the Centre has been 
equipped with advanced labora-

tories covering Industrial Auto-
mation using Programmable 
Logic Controllers (PLCs), Human 
Machine Interface (HMI) systems, 
SCADA and Industrial Internet 
of  Things (IIoT), Smart Electrical 
Systems, Building Management 
Systems, Renewable Energy Tech-
nologies, Electric Vehicle Charging 
Infrastructure and Fire & Safety 
Automation.

During the first phase, the 
officials said specialised training 
programmes would be offered in 
Electrical Installation and Main-
tenance, Industrial Automation, 

Building Management Systems, 
SCADA and IIoT, Solar PV Tech-
nologies, and Electric Vehicle 
Charging and Energy Manage-
ment.

Schneider Electric, a global 
leader in energy management, 
industrial automation, electricity 
distribution, building automation 
and grid management technolo-
gies, is associated as the Energy 
Technology Partner for the Centre 
of  Excellence. Ladakh Autono-
mous Hill Development Council, 
Leh has provided the building for 
this Centre, the officials said.

SIA Kashmir Secures
collection and analysis of  evidence, 

examination of  witnesses, and recon-
struction of  the conspiracy, SIA Kashmir 
successfully completed the investiga-
tion, added more offences on the basis of  
fresh evidence and filed a comprehensive 
chargesheet before the competent trial 
court in July 2024 against six accused per-
sons. During the course of  investigation 
and subsequent operations, two accused—
Tariq Ahmad Mir of  Kalamabad, Hand-
wara and Qayoom Najar of  Batapora, 
Sopore—were eliminated in encounters 
with security forces, while Javid Ahmad 
Mattoo of  Sopore, Rouf  Najar of  Sopore, 
and Ahmadullah Malla of  Dalal Mohalla, 
Srinagar have been arrested and are facing 
trial. The sixth and the main accused, 
Imtiyaz Ahmad Kandoo, is absconding and 
is believed to have exfiltrated to Pakistan, 
officials said.

A resident of  Kraltang, Sopore, Imtiyaz 
Ahmad Kandoo has been an active member 
and commander of  the proscribed terror-
ist outfit Hizbul Mujahideen since 2010. 
Owing to his sustained involvement in ter-
rorist activities, he was notified as a Desig-
nated Individual Terrorist by Government 
of  India in October, 2022, they added.

The investigation conducted by SIA 
Kashmir conclusively established Kan-
doo’s active and main role in the Hygam 
terrorist attack and uncovered his involve-
ment in a wider network of  terrorist activi-
ties. Besides the present case, he is wanted 
in at least ten more terror-related cases 
involving terrorist attacks, targeted kill-
ings resulting in the deaths of  more than 
15 persons, arms and ammunition smug-
gling, and narco- terror financing. Despite 
sustained efforts by law enforcement agen-
cies, he had continued to evade arrest.

The successful issuance of  the Interpol 
Red Corner Notice against such terrorist is 
a significant operational and investigative 
achievement for SIA Kashmir. It under-
scores the Agency’s growing capability in 
conducting complex terror investigations, 
bringing long-pending cases to logical con-
clusion, pursuing fugitives across interna-
tional jurisdictions, and leveraging global 
policing mechanisms to ensure that perpe-
trators of  terrorism are held accountable.

SIA Kashmir remains steadfast in its 
resolve to dismantle terrorist ecosystems, 
pursue absconding terrorists and their 
support networks, and ensure that those 
responsible for acts of  terror are brought 
to justice through all available legal and 
international mechanisms, officials noted.

Future Wars Will Still 
he said it was the sixth project 17A frig-

ate and the last of  the four warships built 
by MDL under the programme.

Calling it the concluding jewel of  MDL’s 
Project 17A series, he expressed confi-
dence that the shipyard would continue 
building similar advanced warships.

Recalling the induction of  earlier Proj-
ect 17A frigates, Singh said INS Nilgiri was 
commissioned in January 2025, INS Uday-
giri and INS Himgiri in August 2025, INS 
Taragiri in April 2026 and INS Dunagiri in 
June 2026 before INS Mahendragiri joined 
the Navy on Saturday.

Singh said INS Mahendragiri has a full-
load displacement of  about 6,670 tonnes, 
can attain speeds of  up to 28 knots and 
is capable of  simultaneously countering 
aerial threats, enemy surface vessels and 
submarines as a multi-mission stealth 
frigate. 

BJP Demands
involved? Which NC legislator was 

approached? When and where did the 
alleged incident occur? If  the allegation 

is true, why was no FIR registered?” he 
asked.

On Saturday, Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah claimed that the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) was attempting to 
break the National Conference by offering 
its MLAs cash, ministerial berths, and the 
promise of  restoring statehood.

Pathania said allegations of  attempts  
to purchase elected representatives strike 
at the very foundation of  parliamentary 
democracy and such things cannot be 
reduced to political rhetoric or sensation-
alism without credible evidence.

He alleged that instead of  addressing 
governance-related concerns and criti-
cism from within the ruling party over 
the functioning of  the government, the 
Chief  Minister had chosen “diversionary 
politics” by levelling unsubstantiated alle-
gations against the BJP.

Pathania asserted that the BJP remains 
committed to constitutional values and 
democratic accountability and would vig-
orously defend its reputation against what 
he described as “false and malicious alle-
gations.”—(KNO)

Aga Ruhullah Distances
Article 370. I will work on the people’s 

agenda,” Ruhullah said.
He alleged that shifting the political 

discourse from Article 370 to statehood 
amounts to advancing the BJP’s narrative.

“The National Conference had cam-
paigned against the abrogation of  Arti-
cle 370 during the elections. We all cam-
paigned on that issue. Whoever walks 
away from that and speaks only about 
statehood is helping normalise the status 
quo and advancing the BJP’s propagan-
da,” he said—(KNO)

Border Tourism
leave a lasting impression on visitors," 

he said.
He, however, stressed the need for 

improved infrastructure and better tour-
ism facilities to sustain the sector's growth.

Mohammad Ismail from Karnah said 
the rise in tourist arrivals had brought 
renewed economic activity to the region, 
with many families now directly benefit-
ing from tourism.

Abdul Gaffar, a resident of  Uri, said 
border villages possess immense tourism 
potential and called for greater investment 
in infrastructure to further strengthen 
the sector.

"Our homes are open to visitors, and 
we welcome every initiative that helps 
develop these areas while creating oppor-
tunities for local people," he said—(KNO)

Widespread Rain,
Sunday at many places across Jammu 

and Kashmir, with isolated heavy rain and 
brief  intense showers likely over parts 
of  the Chenab Valley and the Pir Panjal 
range of  Jammu division.

From July 13 to 17, the weather is expect-
ed to remain generally hot and humid, 
although scattered places may witness 
brief  spells of  rain and thundershowers, 
with isolated intense showers mainly over 
Jammu division.

Fresh spells of  light to moderate rain 
and thundershowers are likely at many 
places across the Union Territory between 
July 18 and 20, the weather office said.

The MeT Centre has also cautioned that 
heavy rainfall and brief  intense showers 
during July 11 and 12, particularly during 
afternoon, evening and early morning 
hours, may lead to flash floods, mudslides 
and landslides at vulnerable locations 
in the Chenab Valley and the Pir Panjal 
range.

It reiterated its advisory asking people 
to avoid venturing near streams, nallahs 
and landslide-prone areas—(KNO)

Sonamarg Records 3.92
satisfactory. "We are receiving posi-

tive feedback from tourists, who leave 
Sonamarg happy with their experience," 
he said.

On pony tracks, Mukhtar said two offi-
cial routes have been designated—one 
through Shadgari and the other from the 
Old Truck Yard—to replace the earlier 
haphazard system. "We conducted a field 
survey and found these tracks are the 
most suitable. Although they may appear 
rocky, horses require such a surface for 
better grip. If  paved with cement, they 
will become slippery, especially during 
winter," he said.

He said a zipline near the Youth Hostel 
is already functional, while construction 
of  another zipline is underway at Shad-
gari. "Besides this, we are also exploring 
other adventure tourism projects such 
as paragliding, which may be introduced 
very soon," he said, adding that greater 
emphasis is being placed on winter tour-
ism activities to attract more adventure 
and winter sports tourists.

On parking concerns, the CEO SDA 
said adequate parking is available at the 
New Truck Yard. "If  any vehicle remains 
parked on the roadside for an extended 
period, we regularly write to the Tour-
ist Police requesting action. The Traffic 
Police also issue challans," he said.

Mukhtar said that tourism cannot be 
managed by a single department or stake-
holder. "It requires the collective effort 
of  everyone—pony operators, hoteliers, 
traders, the media, and all other stake-
holders. Our central focus is the tourist. 
We must ensure that every visitor enjoys 
a positive environment, leaves with good 
memories, and becomes an ambassador 
for Sonamarg," he said—(KNO)

Give Timeline On
us weak. This patience is our strength, it 

is our voice, and God willing, this patience 
will be our success,” the chief  minister 
said in a booming voice at the convention, 
overlooking the Dal lake.

He further said the central government 
should ask itself  why after being in power 
for over one-and-a-half  years, the ruling 
party in Jammu and Kashmir was mulling 
a protest at Jantar Mantar.

“There must be some compulsion; some-
thing must have changed. I kept my polit-
ical future and reputation at stake and 
told the Centre that we want to secure our 
rights through dialogue and not violence, 
knowing that this decision can be very 
risky for me politically,” he said.

Abdullah said after he formed the gov-
ernment, he wanted to give some time to 
the Centre to fulfil its promises.

“The reality is that they want to keep the 
situation like this,” he said.

Abdullah also asked the Centre to define 
the implication of  “appropriate time”.

“I ask them, for God’s sake, how will we 
know that the appropriate time has come. 
What do I and my colleagues have to do to 
reach that appropriate time,” he said.

He further asked if  the appropriate time 
implies BJP coming to power in the erst-
while state. “Have the courage to say it 
publicly. At least, we will not remain in 
this deception that you will fulfil the prom-
ise,” he added.

EAM Jaishankar 
significant geopolitical shifts as the 

world continues to grapple with challeng-
es such as the Ukraine war, Gaza conflict 

and the US-Israel war against Iran.
In its message for its UNSC candidature, 

India has highlighted “#India4UNSC 2028-
29 Peace, Planet, Progress.”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in his 
address to the Parliament of  Indonesia 
this week, had said that the global order 
is changing rapidly, and in this context, 
“developing countries like ours are seek-
ing equal participation and a greater role 
in global affairs.

In this evolving global landscape, India 
firmly believes that reforms in the United 
Nations Security Council can no longer 
be delayed.”

India has been at the forefront of  years-
long efforts for achieving reform of  the 
Security Council, including expansion in 
both its permanent and non-permanent 
categories, saying the 15-nation Council, 
founded in 1945, is not fit for purpose in 
the 21st Century and does not reflect con-
temporary geopolitical realities.

Delhi has consistently underscored that 
it rightly deserves a permanent seat at the 
horseshoe table.

India has called for an expansion in both 
the permanent and non-permanent cat-
egories of  UNSC membership, cautioning 
that reform of  the UN Security Council 
will border on “failure” if  only its non-
permanent category of  membership is 
expanded, as this will “fundamentally” 
not change the decision-making power-
structure of  the five permanent members.

With the UNSC reform process moving 
at a snail’s pace through the decades, India 
asserted that a “nothing is agreed until 
everything is agreed” approach must not 
become a tool to block progress.

“Status-quoists have tried to use this 
argument in their favour and thereby, 
entrench the existing inequities in the 
Security Council,” India’s Permanent Rep-
resentative to the UN Ambassador Harish 
Parvathaneni had said last month.(PTI)
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
TRANSMISSION LINE MAINTENANCE 

DIVISION-IV PAMPORE, KASHMIR – 192121
Email: tlmd4.pampore@jk.gov.in

NIT No: TLMD-IV/e-NIT/02 of 2026-27 Dt. 11-07-2026

TENDER NOTICE INVITING E-BIDS
The Executive Engineer, TLMD IV Pampore Kashmir, JKPTCL J&K, for and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Jammu and Kashmir invites 
e-tenders from experienced, reputed, competent and financially sound Indian Firms/Joint Ventures/Registered Electrical Contractors 
fulfilling eligibility and qualification requirements specified in the Bidding Documents with qualification/ past experience.

S No. Name of work Estd Cost   
(Rs. In Lacs)  Cost of Tender Document Earnest Money

01.

 Construction of 
Gantry in front 
of 50MVA Trans-
former to ease the 
pressure on 33kV 
Bushes at GSS 
Chadoora

Rs.23.33

Rs.800/= in the shape of DD pledged to Executive Engineer, JKPTCL
TLMD-IV, Pampore. Bidders can also upload counterfoil copy/ bank 
receipt of above fee clearly mentioning name/no of E-NIT, Name of 
the bidder, Bank name and details, amount etc. which shall be remit-
ted to Account No: 0016010200000105, Name: Executive Engineer, 
TLMD-4th Pampore Bank: J&K bank, Branch: Pampore Pulwama, 
IFSC Code: JAKA0SAFRON, MICR: 190051047

 (Rs.46660.00)

Position of AAA/TS: Accorded  Position of Funds:  .Demanded
01. The bidding documents consisting of quantities (B.O.Q), set of terms and  conditions of contract and other details can be seen 

/ downloaded  from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in

01. Date of issue of Tender Notice 11-07-2026
02. Period of downloading of bidding documents 11-07-2026 from 14AM to  31-07-2026 to 02PM
03. Bid submission start date 11-07-2026 from 02PM
04. Bid submission end date 31-07-2026 up to 02 PM

05. Deadline for receiving the hard copy, & CDR/EMD)
After opening the financial bid only, the lowest bidder (L1) is required to 
submit/furnish the hard copies of bid along with original copy of EMD & 
tender documents fee.

06. Date & time of opening of Bids (online) 01-08-2026 at 2PM
Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender documents in favour of “Executive Engineer Transmission Line Maintenance Division-
IV Pampore” (tender inviting authority) and Earnest money / Bid security in shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer 
Transmission Line Maintenance Division-IV Pampore  for the works  mentioned in the E-NIT(tender receiving authority).
The date and time of opening of bids shall be notified on website www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed bidders automatically through an 
e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened on same website in the office of the Executive 
Engineer Transmission Line Maintenance Division-IV Pampore for the works  mentioned in the E-NIT(tender receiving authority)
 --sd--
No: TLMD-IV/ 1096-97      Executive Engineer
Dated: 11-07-2026 TLMD-IV Pampore 

DIPK-NB-1041-26
DT: 11/07/2026

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, 
ELECTRIC DIVISION- IST, SRINAGAR.

Email: xen-ed1@jk.gov.in  |  Tel No. 0194-2452079  |   Fax No.0194-2452079

E-TENDER ABBREVIATED NOTICE
e-NIT No. 017/EDI, dt:08.07.2026

For and on behalf of the Managing Director, Kashmir Power Distribution Corporation Limited (KPDCL), the Tender Floating Authority, as 
specified in clause 1 of BDS, invites e-bids from reputed Contractors having Valid A-Class Electrical Contractor License or equivalent 
license issued by Chief Electrical Inspector of J&KPDD/Relevant issuing authority/ registered Firms/Bidders enlisted with CPWD/MES/
Railways/GEM, for the works as specified in clause 2 of BDS (Bid Data Sheet).

S.No Particulars Estimated Cost (In Lacs)
1 Installation of 04 No High Mast Lights at Dara 3.85

The complete tender document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidder/tenderers may view, download 
the e-Bid document, seek clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to the date and time mentioned in the table below. Bidding 
Documents contain Qualifying Criteria for Bidders, Specifications, Bill of Quantities, Terms and Conditions of Contract and other details.

A Date & Time of downloading of Standard Bidding Document/Sale of 
Bid Document (Start)

The standard Bidding Document can be downloaded over 
http://jktenders.gov.in from  08-07-2026; 16:00 PM

B Clarification start date 08-07-2026; 16:00 Hours
C Clarification End date 28-07-2026; 16:00 Hours

D e-Bid submission (start) date and time (Submission of e-tender fee, 
and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS format) 08-07-2026; 16:00 Hours

E e-Bid submission (End) date and time Submission of e-tender fee, 
and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS format) 29.07.2026; 04:00 Hours

F
Hard copy of tender document Submission end date (along-with 
Original Copy of e-tender fee, Instruments and other supporting 
documents)

Required for L1 only & to be submitted on or one day 
after opening of financial e-bid.

G Online commercial and technical e-bid opening date and time 30-07-2026; 02:00 Hours

H Online financial e-bid opening date & time (only of the technically 
qualified bidders) Will be communicated to the technically qualified bidders

I Venue of opening of technical & financial e-bids Office of Executive Engineer ED-I, Sgr.

J Cost of e-bid document. (Copy of treasury challan/receipt to be 
up-loaded with e-tender) Rs. 200/- (Rupees Two Hundred only).

H EMD Rs.7700/- (Rupees Seven Thousand Four Hundred Only)

 Sd/-
DIPK-NB-1045-26 Executive Engineer 
DT: 11/07/2026 Electric Division 1st, Srinagar

Secy DLSA G'bal reviews implementation 
of 'Pragya' Scholarship Scheme

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Secretary, District 
Legal Services Authority (DLSA), 
Ganderbal, who is also holding 
the additional charge of  District 
Legal Services Authority, Bandi-
pora, Sheikh Babar Hussain Sat-
urday convened a virtual meeting 
to review the implementation of  
the 'Pragya' Scholarship Scheme 
and discuss the identification of  
vulnerable girl students eligible 
for scholarship assistance.

The meeting was attended by all 
Para Legal Volunteers (PLVs) of  
District Legal Services Authorities, 
Ganderbal and Bandipora.

During the meeting, the Secre-
tary highlighted the objectives of  
the 'Pragya' Scholarship Scheme, 
stating that it aims to provide 
financial assistance to vulnerable 
girl students to enable them to con-
tinue their education.

He informed that the scheme 
covers girl students who have lost 
both parents, those who have lost 
the bread-winning parent, girls 
with physical disabilities whose 
parents are unable to support their 
education, girls whose fathers are 
in jail and whose mothers are not 
earning enough to support their 
education, tribal girls from eco-

nomically disadvantaged families, 
and other similarly placed vulner-
able girl students.

The Secretary directed all Para 
Legal Volunteers of  both districts 
to undertake door-to-door identifi-
cation and verification of  eligible 
beneficiaries in their respective 
areas. He instructed them to verify 
the supporting documents, socio-
economic background and living 
conditions of  the identified benefi-
ciaries and submit detailed veri-
fication reports to the respective 
District Legal Services Authorities 
by July 13, 2026.

The Para Legal Volunteers were 
further asked to identify deserv-
ing vulnerable girl students from 
their respective villages and areas, 
wherever required, strictly in 
accordance with the eligibility cri-
teria prescribed under the 'Pragya' 
Scholarship Scheme.

Emphasizing the importance 
of  a transparent and sensitive 
approach, the Secretary directed 
that the identification and verifi-
cation process be carried out with 
utmost confidentiality, fairness 
and diligence to ensure that the 
benefits of  the 'Pragya' Scholarship 
Scheme reach the most deserving 
and vulnerable girl students in 
Ganderbal and Bandipora districts.

Public health experts call for ‘Safe System 
Approach’ to prevent road accidents in J&K

School dropout from Anantnag turns 
'smart farmer', employs 6 people
Cultivates different varieties of watermelon, several other crops

UMAISAR GULL

ANANTNAG: A school 
dropout from the Cheki-
Isherdas-Wantrag area of  
South Kashmir's Anant-
nag district has emerged 
as a successful farmer by 
cultivating six varieties 
of  watermelon and sev-
eral other crops, creating 
employment and inspiring 
local youth to take up agri-
culture.

Muhammad Aslam 
Khan said he started 
watermelon cultivation in 
2008, when many people 
in the village believed the 
crop could not be grown in 
the area.

"We established this 
farm in 2020, but I began 
cultivating watermelon in 
2008. Initially, people did 
not believe watermelon 
could be grown here. With 
support from the Agricul-
ture Department, Anant-
nag, we proved it was pos-
sible. Today, nearly half  
of  the local farmers have 
taken up watermelon cul-
tivation," he said.

Khan said he has culti-
vated six varieties of  water-
melon and two to three 
varieties of  muskmelon on 
a 10-kanal demonstration 
farm, while watermelon 
cultivation extends to 
around 70 kanals at differ-
ent locations.

"The demonstration 
field showcases differ-
ent varieties, while our 
remaining cultivation is 
spread across other plots. 
We sow the crop in April 
so that harvesting begins 
by the end of  June and 
continues through July. 
We stagger the plantation 
to ensure production con-
tinues for nearly two-and-
a-half  months," he said.

He said Kashmir has 
immense potential for veg-
etable cultivation and urged 
unemployed youth to join 
the agriculture sector.

"Agriculture is a profit-
able sector. Young people 
should not depend only 
on one source of  income. 
Along with apple farm-
ing, they should take up 
vegetable cultivation. 
Unlike apples, which often 
involve delayed payments, 
vegetables are cash crops 
and provide immediate 
returns," Khan said.

He said his farm cur-
rently provides year-
round employment to six 
workers, to whom he pays 
around Rs 1.20 lakh per 
month in salaries.

"There is no off-season 
in smart farming. Once 
one crop ends, another 
begins. Farming contin-
ues throughout the year," 
he said.

Recalling his journey, 

Khan said he was the first 
person to introduce water-
melon cultivation in Cheki-
Isherdas village in 2008.

"Now almost everyone 
grows watermelon here. 
I wanted to do something 
different, so I imported 
seeds from China and 
introduced six different 
varieties. The response has 
been encouraging and our 
produce is being supplied 
to Srinagar besides local 
retail markets," he said.

Claiming that his pro-
duce is completely organ-
ic, Khan said no chemical 
pesticides are used on the 
crop.

"We do not spray chemi-
cals because watermelon 
should remain organic. I 
have even requested the 
Agriculture Department to 
get our produce tested in 
a laboratory so people can 
verify that it is chemical-
free," he said.

He also cautioned con-
sumers against fake prod-
ucts being sold in his name.

"Some traders are sell-
ing ordinary market water-
melon using my name. 
Every genuine watermel-
on supplied by us carries 
our barcode and the name 
'Muhammad Aslam Khan' 
or 'Pakhtoon Agriculture'. 
Consumers should check 
the barcode before pur-
chasing," he added—(KNO)

JAHANGEER GANAIE

Srinagar: Stressing that road 
traffic injuries are prevent-
able, public health experts 
have called for adopting a 
comprehensive "Safe System 
Approach" in Jammu and 
Kashmir, focusing on safer 
roads, responsible road users, 
safer vehicles, effective law 
enforcement, and improved 
post-crash emergency care.

The framework, as per Dr 
S. Muhammad Salim Khan, 
Professor, Department of  
Community Medicine at 
Government Medical College 
Srinagar, "outlines a multi-
sector strategy based on the 
internationally recognised 
Haddon Matrix, which exam-
ines factors before, during, 
and after road crashes to 
reduce fatalities and serious 
injuries."

The framework emphasis-
es that "road safety is a shared 
responsibility involving gov-
ernment departments, law 
enforcement agencies, health-
care institutions, educational 
institutions, civil society 
organisations, and citizens."

As per the recommenda-
tions, "human behaviour 
remains one of  the most 
important contributors 
to road crashes". Drivers 
should "possess valid driv-
ing licences, avoid speeding, 
refrain from using mobile 
phones while driving, never 
drive under the influence 
of  alcohol or drugs, ensure 

adequate sleep before long 
journeys, and strictly use 
helmets, seat belts, and child 
restraint systems". Defensive 
driving, maintaining safe dis-
tances, and adhering to traffic 
rules are also highlighted as 
essential measures.

The document further 
stresses that "prompt post-
crash response c a n 
save lives". 
It advises 
people to 

"immediate-
ly contact emergency servic-
es through 112 or 108, provide 
first aid only if  trained, avoid 
moving seriously injured 
victims unless necessary, 
control bleeding, and assist 
in safe evacuation until medi-
cal teams arrive".

Vehicle safety has been 
identified as a "critical pillar 
of accident prevention". The 
report recommends "regular 
vehicle fitness checks, proper 

tyre maintenance, functional 
brakes and lighting systems, 
emission control, and adher-
ence to permissible load 
limits". It also encourages 
the use of  "modern safety 
technologies such as airbags, 
Anti-lock Braking Systems 
(ABS), Electronic Stability 
Control (ESC), rollover pro-
tection, daytime running 
lights, GPS-based emer-
gency location systems, and 
automatic crash notification 
systems" to minimise crash 
impact.

Significant improvements 
in road infrastruc-

ture are also advo-
cated. The framework calls 
for "well-maintained roads, 
clear lane markings, reflec-
tive signages, median bar-
riers, guard rails, adequate 
street lighting, black spot 
identification and correction, 
pedestrian crossings, motor-
cycle lanes where feasible, 
and proper drainage sys-
tems". It recommends estab-
lishing "trauma care centres 
at regular intervals along 

highways, clearly marked 
emergency phones, helipad 
access in remote areas, and 
uninterrupted all-weather 
road maintenance".

"Strong policy measures 
and strict enforcement are 
equally important," the 
report states. It suggests 
measures like "installation of  
speed cameras, enhanced sur-
veillance, strict penalties for 
traffic violations, 
graduated 
licens-

ing systems, compulsory road 
safety education in schools, 
enforcement of  helmet and 
seat belt laws, child restraint 
regulations, vehicle fitness 
certification, emergency 
trauma care standards, and 
integrated road crash data 
systems".

The framework also high-
lights "several measurable 
Key Performance Indicators 
(KPIs)" for assessing prog-

ress over the next five years. 
These include "a substantial 
reduction in road traffic 
deaths, increased compliance 
with helmet and seat belt 
usage, greater use of  child 
restraint systems, reduc-
tion in accident-prone black 
spots, improved ambulance 
response times—targeting 
less than 15 minutes in urban 
areas and under 30 minutes 
on highways—and compre-
hensive trauma registry 
reporting across healthcare 
facilities".

Recognising Jammu and 
Kashmir's unique geographi-
cal challenges, the document 
proposes "region-specific 
interventions". On National 
Highway-44 and other high-
ways, it recommends "strict 
control of  over-speeding, 
fatigue management for long-
distance drivers, early warn-
ing systems for fog, snow, 
and black ice, installation of  
rumble strips and reflective 
signage, regular highway 
patrols, intelligent transport 
systems, and trauma stabi-
lisation units every 50 to 75 
kilometres."

For the mountainous 
roads, the framework advo-
cates "stronger guard rails, 
landslide and rockfall pro-
tection measures, avalanche 
monitoring systems, escape 
lanes on steep descents, 
convoy regulation during 
snowfall, slope stabilisation, 
and improved reflective sig-
nage and curve mirrors".

IRCS organizes Drug De-addiction 

Awareness Programme at GDC Uri
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: The Indian Red 
Cross Society (IRCS), Jammu & 
Kashmir, in collaboration with 
Government Degree College 
(GDC) Uri, Saturday organized 
a Drug De-addiction Awareness 
Programme under the Nasha 
Mukt Jammu & Kashmir Abhi-
yan at the college auditorium 
to create awareness among stu-
dents about the harmful effects 
of  drug abuse and promote a 
healthy, drug-free lifestyle.

The programme commenced 
with the National Anthem, fol-
lowed by the screening of  a spe-
cial message from Hon'ble Lieu-
tenant Governor, Shri Manoj 
Sinha, emphasizing the collec-
tive responsibility of  society in 
eradicating the menace of  drug 
abuse. An awareness documen-
tary on drug abuse, prepared 
by the Department of  Informa-
tion and Public Relations (DIPR) 
Baramulla, was also screened to 
educate participants about the 
devastating impact of  substance 
abuse and the importance of pre-
vention and rehabilitation.

The programme was pre-
sided over by General Secre-

tary, Indian Red Cross Society, 
Jammu & Kashmir, Shubhankar 
Pratyush Pathak, who, in his 
address, stressed that drug addic-
tion is a serious social challenge 
that can only be tackled through 
coordinated efforts of  educa-
tional institutions, families, civil 
society and government agen-
cies. He urged the youth to stay 
away from drugs and become 
ambassadors of  the anti-drug 
movement in their communities.

Sub-Divisional Magistrate 
(SDM) Uri, Prince Kumar, in his 
address, called upon students to 
remain focused on education, 
discipline and positive life values. 
He urged the youth to channel-
ize their energy towards nation-
building and contribute actively 
towards realizing the vision of  
a drug-free Jammu & Kashmir. 
Appreciating the initiative of  
the Indian Red Cross Society 
and GDC Uri, he emphasized 
that sustained awareness, com-
munity participation and timely 
intervention are key to effective-
ly combating drug abuse.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Principal, Government Degree 
College Uri, Prof. Abdul Majeed 
Chalkoo, highlighted the crucial 

role of  educational institutions 
in shaping responsible citizens 
and creating awareness against 
substance abuse. He reiterated 
the college's commitment to sup-
porting initiatives that safeguard 
the physical, mental and social 
well-being of  students.

Experts from the Indian Red 
Cross Society, Government Medi-
cal College (GMC) Baramulla, and 
Jammu & Kashmir Police deliv-
ered informative sessions on the 
medical, psychological, social and 
legal consequences of  drug abuse. 
They sensitized students about 
preventive measures, early inter-
vention, rehabilitation, and the 
importance of  making informed 
and responsible life choices.

Later, a special First Aid 
Training session was conducted 
by experts from the Indian Red 
Cross Society. Participants were 
imparted practical training on 
basic life-saving techniques, 
including cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR), manage-
ment of  bleeding, fracture 
immobilization and emergency 
response, equipping them with 
essential skills to provide imme-
diate assistance during medical 
emergencies and accidents.

Two-week NCM-funded 
Mathematics School 
Concludes at NIT Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A two-week Instruc-
tional School for Teachers (IST) 
on "Theoretical and Numerical 
Aspects of Partial Differential 
Equations: Applications to Flow 
Dynamics" concluded on Satur-
day at the National Institute of 
Technology (NIT) Srinagar.

The programme, held from June 
29 to July 11, 2026, was organised by 
the Department of Mathematics, NIT 
Srinagar, with financial support from 
the National Centre for Mathemat-
ics (NCM), a joint centre of the Tata 
Institute of Fundamental Research 
(TIFR), Mumbai, and IIT Bombay.

The instructional school brought 
together 42 faculty members, 
researchers, and teachers from 
universities and higher educational 
institutions across the country for 
an intensive academic programme 
focused on the theoretical and 
numerical aspects of partial differ-
ential equations (PDEs) and their 
applications in flow dynamics.

The valedictory ceremony 
was marked by the distribution 
of certificates to all participants 
in recognition of their successful 
completion of the programme. 
Faculty members of the Depart-

ment of Mathematics, including Dr. 
Mehraj Ahmad Lone, Dr. Rameez 
Raja, Dr. Mushtaq Ahmad Bhat, Dr. 
Owais Ahmad, Dr. Idrees Qasim, 
Dr. Saleem Yousuf, Dr. Bilal Ahmad 
Wani and Dr. Sivaramakrishnan, 
actively participated in the success-
ful organisation of the programme.

Convener of the programme, Dr. 
Atendra Kumar, expressed satis-
faction over the successful comple-
tion of the instructional school and 
thanked all participants for their 
active engagement.

"We are confident that the 
faculty members, students and 
research scholars who attended 
this programme will greatly ben-
efit from the concepts, analytical 
methods and academic interac-
tions they experienced here. These 
learnings will significantly con-
tribute to their present and future 
research in applied mathematics 
and related disciplines," he said.

Dr. Atendra expressed gratitude 
to the National Centre for Math-
ematics (NCM) for sponsoring the 
programme and acknowledged the 
support extended by the Institute 
administration, the Department of 
Mathematics, organising team and 
all those who contributed to the 
successful conduct of the event.
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5th T20I

Curran picks 3-36 as 
England beat India by 
56 runs, win series 4-0

IANS

SOUTHAMPTON: Chas-
ing a monumental target 
of  258, India’s run-chase 
got off  to a flying start, 
but ultimately fizzled out 
as England secured a com-
prehensive 56-run victory 
in the fifth T20I here at The 
Rose Bowl on Saturday and 
clinched an emphatic 4-0 
clean sweep.

With this win, England 
climbed to the top of  the 
ICC Men's T20I team rank-
ings and dethroned India, 
the reigning world cham-
pions, who suffered their 
sixth consecutive defeat in 
the format after ending up 
at 201/8 in 20 overs, despite 
fifties from Ishan Kishan 
(56) and Tilak Varma (53).

India’s response began 
aggressively, with Sanju 
Samson (27) smashing 
Jofra Archer for two 
boundaries in the opening 
over. Samson, brought in 
place of  Vaibhav Soory-

avanshi, kept the momen-
tum going by launching 
Josh Tongue for two spec-
tacular sixes in the next 
over.

However, Archer broke 
the 23-run opening stand 
in the third over, extract-
ing extra bounce to have 
Abhishek Sharma (3) 
caught behind, while 
Samson (27) fell after slic-
ing to cover point off  Sam 
Curran (3-36).

Skipper Shreyas Iyer 
joined Kishan and played 
a brisk cameo of  28 off  16 
balls before stepping out 
to left-arm spinner Liam 
Dawson, only to slice it to 
backward point in the 11th 
over. Despite wickets fall-
ing, Kishan anchored one 
end with his strokeplay 
and brought up a 30-ball 
half-century.

His stay was cut short on 
56, laced with seven fours 
and two sixes, when he fell 
to Adil Rashid, playing his 
150th T20I game, courtesy 

of  a sliding catch by Phil 
Salt. Varma provided some 
late fireworks by smashing 
a blistering 24-ball fifty, 
decorated with four sixes 
and three boundaries.

Curran derailed any 
remaining hopes of  
an Indian fightback by 
removing Shivam Dube 
(14) and Suryansh Shedge 
(7) in quick succession, 
while Varma was even-
tually caught behind off  
Tongue for 53 in the 18th 
over. Rashid then removed 
Axar Patel (3) in the final 
over as India’s forgettable 
series came to an end after 
yet another hammering at 
the hands of  England.

Brief  scores:
England 257/3 in 20 

overs (Jos Buttler 131, 
Harry Brook 95 not out; 
Shivam Dube 2-22, Prasidh 
Krishna 1-38) beat India 
201/8 in 20 overs (Ishan 
Kishan 56, Tilak Varma 
53; Sam Curran 3-36, Adil 
Rashid 2-24) by 56 runs

Asian U-19 & U-23 Boxing: India assured of six U-19 

men's medals after dominant QF display

IANS

JAKARTA: India guaran-
teed themselves six medals 
in the U-19 men's competi-
tion at the Asian U-19 & 
U-23 Boxing Champion-
ships after six participants 
advanced to the semifinals 
with commanding victories 
in Jakarta, Indonesia, on 
Saturday.

The Indian contingent 
produced an impressive 
all-round display across 
multiple weight categories, 
with Aditya (55kg), Sikan-
der (60kg), Mausam Suhag 
(65kg), Devender Choud-
hary (75kg), Sagar (85kg), 
and Shubham Rajput 
(90kg) all progressing to the 
last four to ensure podium 
finishes for the country.

Aditya opened India's 
successful run with a clin-
ical 5:0 unanimous deci-
sion over the Philippines' 
Baruis Ephraim John in 
the 55kg category. Sikan-
der followed suit in the 
60kg division, overcoming 

Tajikistan's Sharifkhon 
Nuraliev 4:1 to book his 
place in the semifinals.

Mausam Suhag also 
advanced in the 65kg cat-
egory, adding another 
assured medal to India's 
tally.

In the higher weight 

classes, Devender Choud-
hary dominated host 
boxer Muhammad Rayhan 
Athaillah of  Indonesia, 
claiming a comprehensive 
5:0 victory in the 75kg quar-
terfinal.

Sagar produced one of  
the standout performanc-

es of  the day in the 85kg 
division, forcing a referee-
stopped contest (RSC) in 
the second round against 
Indonesia's Irnanda Fir-
manda. Shubham Rajput 
was equally dominant 
in the 90kg category, 
registering an RSC vic-

tory in the opening round 
over Indonesia's Nouval 
Nouval.

India also endured a 
few heartbreaks in closely 
fought contests. Ambekar 
Meitei Lairenlakp (50kg) 
narrowly missed out on a 
semifinal berth after suf-
fering a 3:2 split-decision 
defeat to Japan's Kotaro 
Nishizaki. Lokesh (80kg) 
lost 3:1 to Kazakhstan's 
Timur Taibekov, while 
Loven Gulia (+90kg) went 
down via an RSC in the 
second round against 
Kazakhstan's Vladislav 
Samozhonov.

With six semifinalists in 
the U-19 men's draw, India 
has already secured six 
medals at the continental 
championships, underlin-
ing the country's growing 
depth in age-group boxing. 
The Asian U-19 & U-23 
Boxing Championships, 
being held in Jakarta from 
July 5 to 16, will continue 
with the semifinal bouts in 
the coming days.
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5th T20I: Win against India a big achievement; 

delighted with top ranking, says Buttler
IANS

SOUTHAMPTON: England 
wicketkeeper-batter Jos But-
tler expressed immense delight 
on securing a comprehensive 
4-0 series sweep against India, 
which also propelled the hosts 
to the number one spot in the 
ICC Men's T20I team rankings, 
adding that it’s a big achievement 
that came due to the contribu-
tions of  all players.

Buttler, who roared back to 
form with a blistering 131 off  64 
balls to claim the player-of-the-
match award, stitched a massive 
233-run second-wicket partner-
ship with Brook (95 not out) to 
guide England to a colossal 257/3 
in the fifth and final T20I here at 
The Rose Bowl on Saturday.

"Delighted. Had a lean patch 
for a bit. Happy to be back to my 
best. Always feel due, just the 
World Cup actually. Felt good 
about my game in the IPL, some-
thing about putting on the Eng-

land shirt. Harry's 
incredible, putting 
incredible pres-
sure on bowlers. 
Gotta give yourself  
time, belief, and 
trust in your game.

“We were going 
for as many as pos-
sible. We got twos 
on this big ground, 
which helped con-
struct big overs. 
Good pitch too, 
we needed the 
r u n s 
t o o . 

Great team performance, to 
win 4-0 against India is a big 
achievement. Different players 
have made great contributions 
across disciplines, which is the 
most pleasing thing for the guys," 

Buttler said at the post-
match presenta-
tion.

Brook, who 
became Player 
of  the Series for 
hitting 229 

runs in 
f o u r 

innings, lauded his bowling 
unit, particularly the spinners, 
for executing the plans perfectly 
and added that he enjoyed batting 
with Buttler.

"We had a lot of  fun. Ran well, 
hit boundaries, and comple-
mented each other. We were just 
trying to get ourselves into the 
best position we could. Cricket 
is a simple game we complicate. 
Just watched the ball and played 
the best shot for it. I'm striking 
the ball nicely.

“We've got ourselves to World 
No. 1, which was a game after 
a couple of  games. All boys are 
delighted, and we deserve to cel-
ebrate. You have to create pace 
on the ball while hitting the spill. 
We have spinners with nous and 
have the ability to make batters 
think. We've bowled a lot of  spin, 
and they've been exceptional. 
We've communicated really well 
in the last 12 months, and we've 
executed things really well," he 
concluded.

Wimbledon: Patten/Heliovaara wins 

men's doubles title to set record for 

winning multiple titles

IANS

LONDON: Henry Patten 
became the first British 
man to win two Wimbledon 
men's doubles titles in the 
Open era after partnering 
Harri Heliovaara to victory 
over El Salvador’s Marcelo 
Arevalo and Mate Pavic 
of  Croatia in the final at 
Wimbledon in London on 
Saturday.

In a serve-dominated 
match with no break 
points, the Anglo-Finnish 
partnership triumphed 
7-6(4), 7-6(3). Patten and 
Heliovaara, the top seeds, 
first won the title here in 
2024 and also lifted the 
trophy at the 2025 Austra-
lian Open.

Heliovaara and Patten 
became the first men’s dou-
bles team to claim multiple 
Wimbledon crowns since 
Bob Bryan and Mike Bryan 
did so in 2011. They are the 
11th team in the Open Era 
to achieve the feat. “It's sur-
real,” said Colchester-born 
Patten, who served an ace 
on the second match point. 
“When we won the first time, 
we didn’t know if  we would 
have the opportunity to 
ever experience this again. 
We just feel so lucky to be 
out here again.” Heliovaara 
thanked the British player 
“for being the best partner 
in the world."

Four other British men 

have won the Wimbledon 
gentlemen’s doubles title 
in the Open era – Jonathan 
Marray (with Frederik 
Nielsen in 2012), Neal Skup-
ski (with Wesley Koolhof  in 
2023), and Julian Cash and 
Lloyd Glasspool, who won 
the title here last year.

Across the fortnight, the 
champions won three final-
set tie-breaks, battling 
past Mac Kiger and Patrik 
Thrac in the second round, 
Adam Pavlasek and Patrik 
Rikl in the third round, 
and eighth seeds Guido 
Andreozzi and Manuel 
Guinard in the quarter-
finals. They won eight of  
their nine tie-breaks in The 
Championships.

Patten crushed an ace 
down the T in the Ad court 
to claim their third major 
trophy as a team, having 
also emerged victorious 
at Wimbledon in 2024 and 
at last year’s Australian 
Open. The lefty Patten 
is the first British men’s 
doubles player in the Open 

Era to lift the Wimbledon 
trophy more than once.

There were no break-
points for either team in 
the match. Heliovaara and 
Patten won 41 of  their 45 
first-serve points (91%) to 
avoid falling under pressure.

This was a rematch of  
the Queen’s Club final, 
which Arevalo and Pavic 
won 6-2, 6-4. In that match, 
Heliovaara and Patten won 
just 56 per cent of  their 
first-serve points.

Heliovaara and Patten 
now lead Arevalo and Pavic 
6-3 in their Lexus ATP 
Head2Head series, includ-
ing a 4-1 record this year. 
Arevalo won the Wimble-
don mixed doubles title 
with Jelena Ostapenko.

“Just want to say thank 
you to everybody who 
showed up today to support. 
I think it was a great match,” 
Arevalo said. “I want to take 
the time to congratulate 
Henry and Harry on these 
amazing two weeks, on get-
ting a title here again.”

Indian football team set for first-ever New 
Zealand tour with two friendlies in November

IANS

NEW DELHI: The Indian 
men’s national football team 
will travel to New Zealand 
for two friendly matches 
against the hosts on Novem-
ber 12 and 15, during the 
FIFA International Match 
Window, the All India Foot-
ball Federation (AIFF) 
announced on Saturday.

The matches were 
announced as part of  Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
visit to New Zealand and will 
form part of  a series of  sport-

ing events to celebrate ‘100 
Years of Unity Through Sport’ 
between the two nations.

India and New Zealand 
have faced each other on two 
previous occasions. Their first 
meeting ended in a goalless 
draw in the 1981 Merdeka 
Tournament in Malaysia, 
while New Zealand registered 
a 2-1 victory in the 2018 Inter-
continental Cup in Mumbai.

The upcoming tour will 
mark the Indian men’s 
national team’s first-ever 
visit to New Zealand. It will 
also be their first trip to an 

Oceania Football Confedera-
tion (OFC) member nation 
since 2005, when India played 
two international friendlies 
against Fiji.

New Zealand recently par-
ticipated in the FIFA World 
Cup 2026, where they drew 
with Iran and suffered defeats 
against Egypt and Belgium.

India head coach Khalid 
Jamil believes the two match-
es will provide his players 
with a valuable challenge 
against a side with recent 
experience of  competing at 
the highest level.


