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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA

...PAGE: 03

A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication Visited the Baltal Base Camp to review the arrangements 

for the pilgrims of Baba Amarnath. I inspected every facil-
ity along with the senior officials and made it clear to all 
departments that the comfort of Shri Amarnath’s devotees 
must remain the highest priority. 

Comfort of Shri 
Amarnathji’s devotees 
must remain the 
highest priority

From registration to 
accommodation, from 
smooth movement to 
darshan, every step of the 
journey should be seamless

Spirit of selfless service 
of sanitation workers, 
service providers, 
doctors and langar 
sevadarstruly inspiring

This year’s larger crowds 
are also bringing new 
opportunities and 
positive economic 
change for local traders

Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
is a living symbol of 
aspirational Jammu 
Kashmir.

Manoj Sinha
@manojsinha_

NIA Chargesheets Six 
Hurriyat Leaders In 1996 
Srinagar Violence Case

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: The National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
on Friday filed a chargesheet 
against six senior Hurriyat 
Conference leaders, includ-
ing Shabir Ahmad Shah, 
in connection with a 1996 
case involving alleged mob 
violence, indiscriminate 
firing on police person-
nel and anti-India 
activities during a 
funeral procession 
in Srinagar.

T h e 
chargesheet, filed 
before the NIA 
Special Court in 
Jammu, names 
Shabir Ahmad 
Shah, Syed Ali Shah 
Geelani, Abdul Ganie Lone, 
Mohd Yaqoob Wakeel alias 
Mohd Yaqoob Vakil, Javid 
Ahmad Mir and Shakeel 
Ahmad Bakshi as accused.

According to the NIA, all 
six have been charged under 
relevant provisions of  the 
Ranbir Penal Code (RPC), 
1989, for criminal conspira-
cy, attempt to murder, riot-
ing and assault on public 
servants, along with Section 
13 of  the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967.

The agency said proceed-

ings against Syed Ali Shah 
Geelani, Abdul Ganie Lone 
and Mohd Yaqoob Wakeel 
stand abated following their 
deaths. However, it main-
tained that the chargesheet 
establishes their alleged 
roles in the criminal con-
spiracy and the unlawful 
assembly, supported by evi-

dence gathered during the 
investigation.

According to the 
NIA, the incident 
occurred on July 
17, 1996, during the 
funeral procession 
of  slain militant 

Hilal Ahmad Beigh 
at Naaz Crossing in 
Srinagar.

The agency 
alleged that the six 

Hurriyat leaders jointly led 
the procession and instigated 
large-scale violence against 
police personnel. It claimed 
that armed militants had 
mingled with the funeral 
procession and opened 
indiscriminate fire on police, 
injuring several personnel, 
while government vehicles 
were extensively damaged in 
heavy stone-pelting.

The NIA further alleged 
that the accused raised anti-
India, pro-Pakistan and 
secessionist P-06

Amarnath Yatra Transforms Devotees’ 
Spirits, Uplifts J&K’s Economy: LG Sinha
Reviews arrangements 
for pilgrims at Baltal 
Base Camp

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha on Friday 
visited the Baltal base camp 
to review arrangements for 
the ongoing Shri Amarnath Ji 
Yatra, asserting that the annual 
pilgrimage is "not only trans-
forming the spiritual lives of  
devotees but also uplifting the 
lives of  the people of  Jammu 
Kashmir"

The Lieutenant Governor 
inspected Base Camp Hospital, 
on-spot registration counters, 
tents and other facilities, along 
with the senior officials and 
directed all line departments to 
ensure seamless inter-depart-
mental synergy for a hassle-
free and memorable pilgrimage 
experience.

“The comfort of  Shri Amar-
nathji’s devotees must remain 
the highest priority. From reg-
istration to accommodation, 
from smooth movement to dar-
shan, every step of  the journey 
should be seamless and free of  

any obstacles. The Shrine Board 
and every department involved 
are united in their dedication to 
making this spiritual journey a 
safe, seamless, and deeply mem-
orable experience for all,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
said that Shri Amarnath Ji 
Yatra is not only transforming 
the spiritual lives of  devotees 
but also uplifting the lives of  the 
people of  Jammu Kashmir. He 
interacted with service provid-
ers, sanitation workers, doctors, 
and the volunteers who tireless-
ly run the langars.

“Their spirit of  selfless service 
is truly inspiring. This year’s 
larger crowds are also bringing 
new opportunities and positive 
economic change for local traders 
and service providers,” the Lieu-
tenant Governor said.

He also stated that Shri Ama-
rnath Ji Yatra is a living symbol 
of  aspirational Jammu Kashmir.

“It is woven into the very soul 
of  this land, and preserving its 
sanctity and cleanliness is our 
collective duty,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
directed the authorities to 

take strict legal action against 
anyone involved in overcharg-
ing pilgrims or executing fraud-
ulent registrations. Whether it 
is a service provider, a govern-
ment employee, or an individual 
associated with any institution, 
make no exceptions. Register a 
case immediately, he said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
emphasized a comprehensive 
audit of  all sanitation arrange-
ments. He ordered officials to 
ensure an uninterrupted, 24/7 
water supply.

The concerned officers also 
briefed the Lieutenant P-06

MeT Forecasts 
Widespread Rain Across 
J&K From Today

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: The Meteo-
rological Centre Srinagar 
on Friday forecast fresh 
spells of  rain and thun-
derstorms across Jammu 
and Kashmir from July 
11 (today), with the pos-
sibility of  heavy rainfall 
at isolated places in the 
Chenab Valley and Pir 
Panjal range.

According to the MeT 
Centre, many places 
across the Union Terri-
tory are likely to witness 
one or two spells of  rain 
and thundershowers on 
July 11 and 12. Isolated 
places in the Chenab 
Valley and Pir Panjal 
range of  Jammu division 
may receive heavy rain or 
brief  intense showers, par-
ticularly during afternoon 
and early morning hours.

The weather office, 
warned that heavy rainfall 
could trigger flash floods, 
landslides and mudslides 
at a few vulnerable loca-
tions in these regions.

People have been 
advised to stay away from 
nallahs, streams and land-
slide-prone areas during 
the period of  intense P-06

J&K Police Chief Calls For Speeding 
Up Anti-Terror Operations

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Director Gen-
eral of  Police (DGP) Jammu 
and Kashmir, Nalin Prab-
hat Friday chaired a secu-
rity review meeting at Police 
Control Room Kashmir with 
senior officers from the 
Army, CAPFs, intelligence 
agencies, and the Jammu & 
Kashmir Police.

The meeting was attended 
by GOC 15 Corps, BB Cantt 
Srinagar; Spl. DG Coordi-
nation J&K; Spl. DG CRPF 
J&K; ADGP CID J&K; AX 
SIB J&K/L; IGsP of Kashmir 
Zone, Security J&K, Railways 
J&K, Traffic J&K & CID J&K, 
IGs of  BSF Ftr Hqrs Kashmir, 
CRPF KOS, NHW ITBP, and 

CRPF Srinagar; Commission-
er SB; Addl. Commissioner 
SB Srinagar; GOC CIF (K) 
Shariefabad Srinagar; GOC 
CIF (V) Awantipora; GOC 19 
Inf Div Baramulla; GOC 28 Inf  
Div Kupwara; all Range DIGs 
of  Kashmir Zone; DIGs of  
SSB Srinagar, CRPF (South) 
Srinagar, CRPF (North) Sri-
nagar, and ITBP Srinagar; Dy. 
GOC 31 Sub Area, BB Cantt 
Srinagar; SSP PCR Kashmir; 
all District SSPs of  Kashmir 
Zone; Col GS (IS) 15 Corps; 
DPT J&K; SP Cargo Srinagar; 
and other senior officers.

During the meeting, 
senior officers presented 
detailed assessments of  the 
security measures currently 
in place and shared P-06

Closed Tourist Destinations Likely 
To Reopen After Amarnath Yatra: CM 
Says Kashmir Marathon Will Promote Sports Tourism, Project J&K As Safe Destination

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah on Friday 
exuded hope that the tourist 
destinations closed following the 
April 22, 2025, Pahalgam terror 
attack would reopen after the 
Amarnath Yatra ends,

Talking to reporters after 
launching the official merchan-
dise for the Kashmir Marathon 
2026, Omar, said Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah had assured 
him during a security review 
meeting in Jammu that the 
remaining tourist destinations 
would be reopened during the 
summer season.

"You will recall that during 
the Assembly session in Jammu, 
the Home Minister chaired a 
meeting on security and devel-
opment where he assured that 
the remaining tourist destina-

tions, including Aharbal, Sintan 
Top, parts of  Doodhpathri and 
some areas of  Gulmarg, would 
be reopened. I hope that once 
the Amarnath Yatra concludes 
and the forces deployed for the 
pilgrimage are redeployed, these 
places will be opened,” he said.

The Chief  Minister said the 

government is working to diver-
sify tourism by promoting differ-
ent segments instead of  relying 
on a single model.

"A marathon is an event in 
itself. Organising a marathon 
does not automatically mean 
destination weddings or confer-
ences will follow. Every form of  
tourism has its own identity and 
potential," he said.

He said the government wants 
to build unique tourism identi-
ties for different destinations, 
with Gulmarg known for skiing 
and the Gondola, Pahalgam for 
white-water rafting and angling, 
and Sonamarg and Doodhpathri 
for their distinct attractions.

CM Omar said the govern-
ment intends to develop the 
Kashmir Marathon and Jammu 
Half  Marathon into nationally 
recognised sporting events.

Drawing a P-06

CS Reviews Implementation 

Of Flagship Centrally 

Sponsored Schemes In J&K
GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: In a marathon 
meeting of  the concerned 
Administrative Secretaries, 
Chief  Secretary, Atal Dulloo, 
took first hand appraisal of  
the implementation and 
progress of  key Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes (CSS) 
and flagship infrastructure 
projects being executed 
across Jammu and Kashmir.

During the comprehen-
sive review, Administrative 
Secretaries of  the concerned 
departments made detailed 
presentations on the physi-
cal and financial progress 
achieved under their respec-
tive schemes, besides outlin-
ing the targets, implementa-
tion challenges and future 
action plans.

The Chief  Secretary 
undertook a scheme-wise 
assessment covering sectors 
including education, health, 
power, digital connectivity, 

rural and urban develop-
ment, housing, social wel-
fare, finance, tourism, skill 
development, water supply, 
transport, fisheries and 
infrastructure development. 
He stressed that effective 
implementation of  flagship 
schemes remains central to 
improving public service 
delivery and ensuring inclu-
sive socio-economic develop-
ment across the P-06

The Silent 'Digital Overdose' In Kashmir Classrooms
Classes 7-10Th Struggle To Concentrate For Even Short Periods

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: A study con-
ducted in four districts of  
Kashmir region exposes the 
academic and cognitive toll 
of  excessive social media use 
among adolescents of  classes 
7th to 10th.

The study has quantita-
tively linked excessive social 
media usage to reduced atten-
tion spans, sleep disturbanc-
es, and declining academic 
interest among adolescents.

The findings of  the study 
serve as a critical warning 
for the educators and par-
ents that demand immediate 
action.

“In recent years, the 
increasing availability of  
smartphones and internet 
access has led to a significant 
rise in social media engage-
ment among adolescents, rais-
ing concerns about its impact 

on learning behaviours and 
overall development,” reads 
the study.

The study was conducted 
among four hundred stu-
dents of  Classes 7th to 10th 
from selected schools in the 
districts of  Shopian, Kulgam, 
Anantnag, and Srinagar.

“The findings reveal that a 
majority of  students spend a 
considerable amount of  time 

on social media platforms 
each day. Excessive screen 
time was found to be associ-
ated with reduced attention 
span, increased distraction 
during study sessions, sleep 
disturbances, emotional 
stress, and lower participa-
tion in physical activities,” 
reads the study.

The study also identified 
growing concerns regarding 

cyber risks, including cyber-
bullying, privacy threats, 
phishing attempts, and inad-
equate awareness of  online 
safety practices among stu-
dents.

It recommends the pro-
motion of  responsible digi-
tal behaviours, cyber-safety 
awareness programs, healthy 
screen-time management, and 
active guidance from parents 
and educational institutions 
to help students maintain a 
balanced relationship with 
technology.

“Whether it is WhatsApp, 
Instagram, YouTube, or any 
other medium has become an 
integral part of  young peo-
ple's daily lives. While these 
platforms offer communica-
tion, entertainment, and edu-
cational opportunities, grow-
ing evidence suggests that 
excessive use can negatively 
affect students, P-06

BJP Will Not 
Participate In NC’s 
Statehood Protest: 
Sunil Sharma

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Leader of  Opposi-
tion in the Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly Sunil Sharma 
on Friday dubbed the ruling 
National Conference’s pro-
posed protest at Jantar Mantar 
over the statehood issue as an 
“eye-wash”, saying the govern-
ment was trying to “hide its fail-
ures” through such “theatrics”.

The National Conference 
(NC) has written to 52 leaders 
of  political and religious out-
fits across the country, inviting 
them to join the party’s pro-
test at Jantar Mantar in Delhi 
on July 20 to press the Centre 
for restoration of  Jammu and 
Kashmir’s statehood.

The party has also invited 
the BJP’s J-K president Sat 
Sharma.

However, addressing a press 
conference here, the LoP said 
the BJP will not participate in 
the protest. 

“They have come P-06

Amarnath Yatra Crosses 

2 Lakh Mark In 8 Days

UMAISAR GULL

SRINAGAR: The annual 
Amarnath Yatra crossed 
the two lakh pilgrim mark 
on Friday, with 29,507 devo-
tees paying obeisance at the 
holy cave shrine, taking the 
total number of  pilgrims to 
2,01,008 since the pilgrimage 
commenced on July 3.

According to official fig-
ures available, Friday's pil-
grims included 18,837 men, 
9,754 women, 351 children, 
191 sadhus, 22 sadhvis, 12 
transgender pilgrims and 340 
security personnel.

Meanwhile, 8,796 pilgrims 
left Bhagwati Nagar Yatri 

Niwas in Jammu in the ninth 
batch during the early hours 
of  Friday under tight secu-
rity arrangements. Of  them, 
3,450 pilgrims were headed 
via the Baltal route, while 
5,346 proceeded through the 
Pahalgam route.

The batch comprised 6,426 
male pilgrims, 2,042 female 
pilgrims, 228 sadhus, 56 sad-
hvis, 10 children, 33 foreign 
male pilgrims and one trans-
gender pilgrim. A total of  354 
vehicles, including 175 buses, 
70 medium motor vehicles 
(MMVs), 106 light motor 
vehicles (LMVs) and three 
two-wheelers, were deployed 
for the convoy—(KNO)

THE NIA FURTHER ALLEGED THAT the 
accused raised anti-India, pro-Pakistan and secessionist 
slogans and delivered inflammatory speeches 

advocating armed struggle.
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   Government of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER IRRIGATION DIVISION PULWAMA
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

 E- NIT NO. (06) OF 2026-27 (e-Tendering)
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of J&K U.T, e-Tenders are invited on percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered 
with J&K Govt. for the following works.

S. 
No. Name of work

Adv. 
Cost in 
Lakhs

Cost of 
Tender Doc. 

in Rs.

Earnest 
Money 

(Rs)

Time of 
completion

Class of 
Contract

Head of 
Account

1 Construction of foundation block for the Additional 
drought pump of LIS Goripora 18.00 1500 36000 25 days BEE/

CEE PMKKKY

2 Restoration/renovation of Kulwan Kul Chewa Khurd 2.90 300 5800 12 days DEE CDF
Position of Funds: Budgetary Provision.
Position of AAA: Accorded vide Deputy Commissioner, Pulwama’s order No. 89 DDCP of 2026 dated: 03-07-2026 endorsed vide 

No. DDCP/PMKKKY/2026-27/2536-38 Dt. 03-07-2026 and order No. 91 DDCP of 2026 dated: 04-07-2026 
endorsed vide No. DDCP/CDS/Raj/2026/2565-68 dt. 04-07-2026.

Position of T/S: TS/PMKKKY/06 of 07/2026 Dt. 09-07-2026 and TS/CDF/2026-27/01 of 07/2026 dt. 09-07-2026.
The Bidding document consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, set of terms and conditions and 
other details can be seen/ downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:

01 Date of issue of Tender Notice 09-07-2026 (06:00 pm)
02 Date of start of downloading 09-07-2026 (06:00 pm)
03 Bid submission start date Technical/ Financial. 09-07-2026 (06:00 pm)
04 Bid submission end date 22-07-2026 (06:00 pm)
05 Date & Time of opening of Bids (online) 23-07-2026 (10:00 am)

Terms and Conditions: -
1. Bids must be accompanied with proof of cost of tender docu-

ment in shape of Treasury receipt/e-challan under (MH: 0702-
PWD Remittance) in favour of Executive Engineer Irrigation Di-
vision Pulwama (tender inviting authority), and Earnest Money/ 
Bid Security in shape of CDR/ FDR from any schedule or nation-
alized bank pledged to Executive Engineer Irrigation Division 
Pulwama (Tender Receiving Authority).

2. The date and time of opening of Technical Bids shall be notified 
on departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed 
to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on 
their e-mail address. The Financial Bids of responsive bidders 
shall be opened  online on same web site in the office of the Ex-
ecutive Engineer Irrigation Division Pulwama (Tender Receiving 
Authority).

3. The bid for the work shall remain valid for period of 90 days from 
the date of opening of bid.

4. Bidders are advised to use the (My Documents) area in their 
user on www.j&ktenders.gov.in portal to store, the required 
documents as given below:

a. GST, Adhaar Card, 16- Digit Bank Account No. GST linked and 
PAN No.

b. Registration card with latest renewal.
c. Card verification letter.
d. Registered mobile number and E-mail ID in the shape of Bid-

ders address form.
e. BOQ.
f. Acknowledgment/ certificate w.r.t. filing of GST returns of previ-

ous quarter.
g. Acknowledgment/ certificate w.r.t. filing of Income Tax returns 

of Previous financial year.
h. The successful bidder is bound to register himself with Assis-

tant Labour Commissioner, Pulwama for CESS Registration 
after issuance of allotment.

i.  Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document fee 
(Non- Refundable/ Non- transferrable) and Earnest Money 

Deposit (2% of the Advertised cost) to be deposited into Bank 
Account No.0367010200000608 IFSC code: JAKA0TANKEE, 
Account Name: Chief Engineer Kashmir Irrigation and Flood 
Control, J&K Bank Ltd., Tankipora Branch mentioning therein 
NIT No, Sr. No of work and Adv. Cost of work) & date on it must 
not be prior to date of issuance of this tender Notice. Besides 
bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary 
Documents including cash deposit pay in slips for both tender 
document fee as well as earnest money. No online transfer 
screenshot shall be accepted.

5. The earnest money shall be forfeited if: -
a. Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the peri-

od of bid validity or makes any modification in terms and condi-
tions of the bid.

b. Failure of successful bidder to execute the agreement within 07 
Days after fixation of contract.

6. Instruction to bidders regarding e-Tendering process: -
5.1 Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the 

“Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on web 
site www.jktenders.gov.in acquaint bid submission process.

1.2   To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get “Digital Sig-
nature Certificate (DSC)” as per information Technology Act,   2000. 
Bidders can get Digital Certificate from any approved vendor.

1.3 The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format 
with Digital Signature. No financial bid will be accepted in phys-
ical form.

1.4 Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in 
Para- 3.

1.5 Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary 
documents with bid.

All other terms & conditions shall be the same as laid down in the PWD 
Form 25 (Double Agreement Form).

No.: PID/CS/ 1395-1405 sd/
Dated: 09/07/2026  Executive Engineer
 Irrigation Division PulwamaDIPK-3110-26

DT: 10/07/2026

TOLIC Srinagar reviews 
Official Language 
Implementation in Kashmir

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The first 
meeting of  the Town 
Official Language Imple-
mentation Committee 
(TOLIC), Srinagar, for the 
year 2026 was held Friday 
at the National Institute 
of  Fashion Technology 
(NIFT), Srinagar, under 
the chairmanship of  Shri 
Sagar Hanuman Singh, 
Chief  Postmaster General, 
J&K Circle and Chairman, 
TOLIC Srinagar.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Heads of  Offices, 
representatives and Nodal 
Officers/Hindi Officers 
of  Central Government 
departments, Principals of  
Kendriya Vidyalayas and 
Jawahar Navodaya Vidya-
layas functioning in Sri-
nagar and other districts 
of  Kashmir Valley, besides 

officers from the CRPF, 
ITBP and other Central 
Armed Police Forces.

The Chairman reviewed 
compliance with the pro-
visions of  Section 3(3) of  
the Official Language Act 
and called upon member 
offices to upgrade bilin-
gual websites, expand the 
use of  Unicode tools and 
the Bhashini AI-powered 
language translation plat-

form, and organise joint 
Rajbhasha workshops to 
strengthen the implemen-
tation of  the Official Lan-
guage Policy.

Shri Sagar Hanuman 
Singh said that Central 
Government offices should 
serve as role models in 
promoting the Official 
Language by using simple, 
practical and easily under-
standable Hindi in official 

communication. He also 
urged employees of  Cen-
tral Government offices 
to undergo Hindi training 
courses such as Prabodh, 
Pragya and Praveen 
through online and cor-
respondence modes to 
acquire working knowl-
edge of  the Official Lan-
guage. Representatives of  
various Central Govern-
ment offices also shared 
their suggestions for pro-
moting the use of  Hindi in 
official work.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Shri B.S. Rawat, 
Regional Passport Officer, 
Srinagar, Shri Ifham Ul 
Islam, Information Ser-
vice Officer, PIB Srinagar, 
and Shri Prateek, Director 
Postal Services, who deliv-
ered the welcome address 
and proposed the vote of  
thanks.

DC, DIG visit GMC Udhampur, review medical 
care of injured Amarnath Yatra pilgrims

GMK NEWS NETWORK

UDHAMPUR: Deputy 
Commissioner Udhampur 
Minga Sherpa and Deputy 
Inspector General of  Police 
Udhampur-Reasi Range 
Shiv Kumar today visited 
Government Medical Col-
lege Udhampur to review 
the medical care being pro-
vided to the Shri Amarnath 
Ji Yatra pilgrims injured in 
a road accident near Toldi 
Nallah on the National High-
way in Udhampur district.

Deputy Commissioner 
and DIG took stock of  the 
treatment and healthcare 
facilities being extended to 
the injured pilgrims.

A Maruti car carrying 
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
pilgrims had skidded off  

the road near Toldi Nallah 
resulting in injuries to its 
occupants.

During the visit, the 
officers interacted with the 
injured pilgrims, enquired 

about their well-being 
and reviewed the medical 
treatment being provided 
by the hospital adminis-
tration. The DC directed 
the hospital authorities to 

ensure the best possible 
treatment, round-the-clock 
medical attention and all 
necessary facilities for the 
speedy recovery of  the 
injured pilgrims.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner appreciated the 
prompt response of  the 
security forces and medical 
staff  in providing timely 
assistance to the injured. 
He instructed the hospital 
administration to closely 
monitor the condition of  
each patient and extend 
every possible support to 
ensure their early recovery 
and well-being.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Prem Singh, doc-
tors and other concerned 
officers were present 
during the visit.

Nearly 91% enrolled 
students take up NMMSS 
Examination: JKBOSE

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: A total of  6000 
candidates appeared in 
National Merit-cum-
Means Scholarship 
(NMMSS) 2025-26 exami-
nation out of  enrolled 6644 
candidates, registering 
an overall attendance of  
90.30%.

The examination was 
successfully conducted 
by the J&K BOSE under 
the Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme of  the Govern-
ment of  India aimed at 
identifying and support-
ing meritorious students 
belonging to economically 
weaker sections studying 
in Government and Gov-
ernment-aided schools.

The examination was 
conducted smoothly under 
the overall supervision, 
guidance and support of  
Ghulam Hassan Sheikh, 
Chairman-cum-Secretary, 
JKBOSE, with Dr. Parveen 
Singh, Director Aca-
demics/Liaison Officer, 
NMMSS, effectively coor-
dinating the conduct of  the 
examination in associa-

tion with the officers and 
officials of  the Academics 
Division.

JKBOSE appreciated 
the wholehearted coop-
eration extended by the 
Chief  Education Officers, 
who functioned as Dis-
trict Nodal Officer, Centre 
Superintendents, Deputy 
Centre Superintendents, 
Invigilators and inspec-
tion teams, in conducting 
transparent and orderly 
examination throughout 
the union territory.

JKBOSE also expressed 
gratitude to all stakehold-
ers who contributed to the 
successful conduct of  the 
examination and whose 
facilitation has been handy 
in providing an enabling 
environment to the exam-
inee students.

The Board reiterates its 
commitment to ensuring 
transparency, fairness and 
excellence in the imple-
mentation of  the National 
Merit-cum-Means Scholar-
ship Scheme and extends 
its best wishes to all the 
candidates who appeared 
in the examination.

Amarnath Yatra

DC B'pora conducts Late-Night 
inspection of arrangements at 
Shadipora Transit Camp

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA:  Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Ban-
dipora, Indu Kanwal Chib, 
on Thursday conducted a 
late-night inspection of  the 
Shadipora Transit Camp to 
review the arrangements 
put in place for the smooth 
conduct of  Shri Amarnath 
Ji Yatra-2026 (SANJY) and 
took firsthand feedback 
from the pilgrims regarding 
the facilities being provided.

During the visit, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
undertook a comprehen-
sive inspection of  the 
facilities established at 
the transit camp, includ-
ing accommodation, sani-
tation, drinking water 
supply, healthcare servic-
es, electricity, traffic man-

agement, security arrange-
ments and other essential 
amenities to ensure the 
convenience, safety and 
well-being of  the pilgrims.

The Deputy Commission-
er directed all concerned 
departments to maintain 
close coordination, ensure 
prompt response to any 
requirement and provide 
uninterrupted essential 
services throughout the 
Yatra period to facilitate a 
safe, smooth and hassle-free 
pilgrimage.

On the occasion, the 
pilgrims appreciated the 
facilities being provided 
and expressed satisfaction 
over the services extended 
by the District Administra-
tion and all agencies asso-
ciated with the conduct of  
the Yatra.

Secretary (T) reviews 
progress of Animal Husbandry 
Department Kashmir

DDC Kulgam chairs review 
meeting on implementation 
of GOBAR-DHAN Scheme

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: District Devel-
opment Commissioner 
(DDC) Kulgam, Shahzad 
Aalam, Thursday chaired 
a comprehensive review 
meeting on the imple-
mentation of  the GOBAR-
DHAN Scheme and Solid 
Waste Management Rules, 
2026 under the Swachh 
Bharat Mission (Gramin).

During the meeting, 
the DDC emphasized the 
need for a coordinated and 
time-bound approach for 
the effective implemen-
tation of  the Solid Waste 
Management Rules, 2026, 
which are being rolled out 
from this year. He direct-
ed all concerned depart-
ments to immediately 
initiate the groundwork, 
strengthen institutional 
mechanisms, ensure 
inter-departmental con-
vergence and prepare com-
prehensive action plans for 
successful implementation 
across the district.

The DDC stressed that 
scientific solid waste man-
agement, source segrega-
tion, safe disposal, and 
effective utilization of  

organic waste through the 
GOBAR-DHAN initiative 
are essential for achiev-
ing sustainable sanita-
tion and environmental 
protection. He instructed 
all stakeholders to launch 
implementation measures 
at the grassroots level and 
ensure strict adherence to 
the prescribed framework 
and timelines.

Block Development Offi-
cers were directed to take 
the lead in implementing 
the mission in their respec-
tive jurisdictions, while 
ensuring active communi-
ty participation and close 
coordination with all line 
departments to achieve the 
objectives of  a clean and 
sustainable Kulgam.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Assistant Com-
missioner Development, 
Assistant Commissioner 
Panchayat, District Pro-
gramme Officer ICDS, 
Deputy CEO JAKEDA, 
Chief  Agriculture Officer, 
Chief  Medical Officer, 
Chief  Education Officer, 
Chief  Animal Husbandry 
Officer, all Block Develop-
ment Officers and District 
Pollution Officer.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Secretary 
(Technical), Agriculture 
Production Department, 
G. A. Sofi, Friday chaired 
a comprehensive review 
meeting of  the Director-
ate of  Animal Husbandry, 
Kashmir to assess the 
progress of  various devel-
opmental schemes and 
strengthen administra-
tive efficiency across the 
department.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Director Animal Hus-
bandry Department, Kash-
mir, Additional Secretary, 
Deputy Director Central, 
Deputy Director Poultry, 
LFRCO, Chief  Animal Hus-
bandry Officers, Extension 
Officer (E&PW), Techni-

cal Officers, Nodal Officer 
(SASCI), Assistant Direc-
tor Planning and Section 
Officers (B,E,S).

During the meeting, 
Deputy Director Central, 
Dr. Reyaz Nazir Reshi, pre-
sented a detailed overview 
of  the physical and finan-
cial progress achieved 
under various schemes 
and programmes. The 
review covered key initia-
tives, including the Holistic 
Agriculture Development 

Programme (HADP), Inte-
grated Dairy Development 
Scheme (IDDS), Livestock 
Health and Disease Con-
trol Programme, establish-
ment of  Veterinary Hos-
pitals and Dispensaries, 
Mobile Veterinary Units 
(LHDCP/ESVHD/MVUs), 
Agricultural Technol-
ogy Management Agency 
(ATMA), CAPEX works, 
and NABARD-funded proj-
ects.

The Secretary held 
detailed deliberations 
on each agenda item and 
directed the concerned 
officers to expedite expen-
diture and ensure timely 
completion of  all approved 
works and projects.

Emphasising improved 
governance and account-

ability, the Secretary 
instructed officers to 
maintain proper and 
updated official records at 
all levels, ensure punctual-
ity, and undertake regular 
field visits by Block Vet-
erinary Officers (BVOs), 
Livestock Development 
Officers (LDOs), and Chief  
Animal Husbandry Offi-
cers (CAHOs) to monitor 
departmental functioning 
and staff  attendance in 
field offices.

Mega Drug De-addiction awareness 

programme held at GDC Zainapora
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: In a significant 
step towards combating the 
menace of  drug abuse and 
promoting a healthier soci-
ety, the Indian Red Cross 
Society (IRCS), Jammu & 
Kashmir, in collaboration 
with the Sub-Divisional 
Administration Zainapora, 
Friday organised a compre-
hensive Drug De-addiction 
awareness programme at 
Government SMM Degree 
College, Zainapora, under 
the ongoing 100-Day anti-
drug campaign being 
implemented across the 
Union Territory of  Jammu 
& Kashmir.

Sub-Divisional Magis-
trate (SDM) Zainapora, 
Bilal Ahmad,  who attend-
ed the programme as the 
Chief Guest, reaffirmed the 
administration's unwaver-
ing commitment towards 
eradicating drug abuse and 
narcotics from society.

Addressing a large gath-
ering of  students, faculty 
members, healthcare pro-
fessionals and government 
officials, he stated that the 
anti-drug campaign has 
been progressing vigor-
ously across Sub-Division 
Zainapora over the past two-
and-a-half  months and has 
yielded encouraging results.

Highlighting the achieve-
ments registered during the 
campaign, SDM informed 
that illegal poppy cultiva-
tion has been reduced to 
zero across Sub-Division 
Zainapora, while nearly 28 
kilometres of  roadside wild 
cannabis growth has been 
identified and destroyed 
through sustained field 
operations and coordinated 
enforcement measures. 
He emphasized that the 
campaign against narcotic 
cultivation and substance 
abuse would continue with 
renewed vigour under the 
guidance and support of  
Deputy Commissioner 
Shopian, Shishir Gupta.

The SDM further stated 
that individuals affected by 
substance abuse are being 
actively facilitated for treat-
ment, counselling and reha-
bilitation to enable their 
reintegration into society 
as healthy, productive and 
responsible citizens. Calling 
upon the youth to become 
ambassadors of  change, he 
urged them to remain vigi-

lant, stay away from drugs 
and actively support the 
administration's efforts to 
build a healthy, progressive 
and drug-free society.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, G.A. Qureshi, Honor-
ary Treasurer, Indian Red 
Cross Society, J&K, said that 
the programme had been 
organised as part of  the 
Union Territory-wide anti-
drug campaign being car-
ried out under the directions 
of  the  Lieutenant Governor, 
Jammu & Kashmir. He high-
lighted the humanitarian 
and voluntary role of  the 
Indian Red Cross Society in 
promoting public awareness, 
social responsibility and 
community well-being. He 
appealed to the younger gen-
eration to adopt a disciplined 
and healthy lifestyle and con-
tribute towards the creation 
of  a drug-free society.

Earlier, Prof. Shaista 
Masrat, Principal, Govern-
ment SMM Degree College 
Zainapora, underscored the 
pivotal role of  educational 
institutions in shaping 

responsible citizens through 
continuous awareness and 
preventive interventions. 
She appreciated the collec-
tive efforts of  the adminis-
tration, healthcare profes-
sionals, civil society organ-
isations and educational 
institutions in addressing 
the growing challenge of  
drug abuse and encouraged 
students to actively partici-
pate in awareness and pre-
vention initiatives.

The programme also 
featured expert sessions by 
medical professionals from 
Government Medical Col-
lege (GMC) Anantnag and 
Community Health Centre 
(CHC) Zainapora. Dr. Afaq 
Hyder and Dr. Suhail Malik 
delivered detailed pre-
sentations on the health, 
social and psychological 
consequences of  substance 
abuse, preventive measures, 
early identification of addic-
tion and the importance of  
timely intervention, treat-
ment and rehabilitation.

An interactive session 
was held during which 
students actively engaged 
with the experts and raised 
several questions relating 
to substance abuse, mental 
health and rehabilitation. 
The queries were compre-
hensively addressed by the 
medical professionals. 
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UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR,

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI 
PHE MECHANICAL RURAL DIVISION 

BALGARDEN, SRINAGAR
GIST OF NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

e-NIT No. PHE/MRD/TS/ 12 of 07/2026 Dated: 10.07.2026
On behalf of the Hon’ble LG of J&K UT, Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Mechanical Rural Division, Srinagar, invites tenders by 
e-tendering mode on percentage rate basis from experienced and reputed mechanical /registered Contractors/firms with established 
Workshops for “Repairs/replacements to the all types of submersible pumping units installed at different WSS’s of Jal Shakti (PHE) 
Mechanical Rural Division Srinagar. The bidding process shall be completed online in two covers viz. Cover ‘1st’ –Tender fee, Earnest 
Money Deposit, fulfillment of qualification criteria and acceptance to General terms and conditions, technical specifications and price 
schedule of the tender. Cover ‘2nd’ - Financial Bid in the prescribed BOQ

S No Particulars of the work Ceiling 
Amount

Tender 
fee (Rs)

Earnest 
money (Rs)

Bid 
Validity

Duration of 
contract

1 2 3 4 5 6 8

1.
Annual Framework/Rate Contract for Repairs/replacements to the 
all types of submersible pumping units installed at different WSS’s 
of Jal Shakti (PHE) Mechanical Rural Division Srinagar

25.00 
Lacs 500 50000 180

days One Year

Major Head of Account = M&R
The Bidding documents consisting of specifications, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (BOQ) and other details can be seen/ downloaded 
from the official website www.jktenders.gov.in as per the schedule given below:
1. Date of publishing on tender portal 10-07-2026
2. Period of downloading of bidding documents From 10-07 -2026, 05.00 P.M to 20-07-2026, 11.00 A.M
3. Period of uploading of bids From 10 - 07-2026, 05.00 P.M to 20-07-2026, 11.00 A.M

4. Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online) 20-07-2026 at 12.00 P.M in the office of the Executive Engineer JS (PHE) 
Mechanical Rural Division Srinagar.

5. Date & time of opening of Financial Bids (Online) To be notified after technical bid evaluation is completed
Each tender should be accompanied with an Earnest Money in the form of CDR/ FDR as detailed above, pledged to the Executive 
Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Mechanical Rural Division Srinagar. In absence of Earnest Money, the Tenders shall be rejected out rightly.
Any information regarding the tenders can be had from this office on all working days.
Note: All the interested parties are requested to visit the sites before bidding for proper assessment of the subject work. 
No: PHE/MRD/1134-39  sd/- 
Date: 10 /07/2026 Executive Engineer
DIPK-3122-26  Shakti (PHE) Mech. Rural
DT: 10/07/2026     Division Srinagar

  Udhampur road accident

LG directs officials to ensure 
best possible treatment to 
injured pilgrims

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
has taken immediate cog-
nizance of  the road acci-
dent near Toldi Nallah in 
Udhampur in which six 
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
pilgrims sustained inju-
ries. The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor spoke to the senior 
administrative and medi-
cal officials, and directed 
them to ensure all nec-
essary and best possible 

treatment for the swift 
recovery of  those injured.

In a post on X, the Lieu-
tenant Governor has said: 
“Received the report of  a 
road accident near Toldi 
Nallah in Udhampur 
involving 6 Shri Amar-
nath Ji Yatra pilgrims from 
Rewa, Madhya Pradesh. 
The devotees were travel-
ing to Pahalgam base camp 
for holy cave darshan 
when their vehicle skidded 
off  the road. One pilgrim 
is seriously injured, while 

the other five are in stable 
condition and currently 
receiving care at GMC 
Udhampur. The critically 
injured pilgrim has been 
shifted to GMC Jammu.

I have directed the Divi-
sional Commissioner of  
Jammu, the Deputy Com-
missioner of  Udhampur 
and medical officials at 
GMC Jammu and Udham-
pur to ensure they receive 
the best possible treat-
ment. I pray to Lord Shiva 
for their swift recovery”. 

.....LAUNCHES PROMOTIONAL CAMPAIGN

CM Omar unveils official merchandise for Kashmir Marathon 2026
Says event to establish Kashmir on India’s marathon calendar, boost sports tourism

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Friday 
launched the official mer-
chandise for the Kashmir 
Marathon 2026, organised 
by the Jammu & Kashmir 
Tourism Department, at 
the Royal Springs Golf  
Course (RSGC), Srinagar.

The official merchan-
dise, comprising the mara-
thon cap, finisher’s medal 
and racing kit specially 
designed for participants, 
was unveiled at a brief  
function attended by repre-
sentatives of  the media and 
senior officers of  the Tour-
ism Department. The Chief  
Minister also launched the 
promotional video for the 
event.

The initiative is aimed 
at promoting sports tour-
ism, encouraging fitness 
and healthy lifestyles, 
and showcasing Jammu 
and Kashmir as a premier 
destination for national 
and international sporting 
events.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief  Minister 
said that the marathon is 
much more than a sporting 
competition and forms an 
important part of  the gov-

ernment’s broader strat-
egy to diversify tourism in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

“Marathon is an event 
in itself. We are trying to 
increase tourism in Jammu 
and Kashmir. Tourism is 
not limited to destination 
weddings or conferences. 
We want to give recognition 
to the many unique expe-
riences that Jammu and 
Kashmir offers, including 
skiing, the gondola, white-
water rafting, fishing and 
other adventure activities,” 
he said.

The Chief  Minister said 
the government is striving 

to establish the Kashmir 
Marathon as one of  the 
country’s flagship sport-
ing events on the lines of  
renowned marathons held 
in Delhi, Mumbai, Ladakh 
and other parts of  the 
country.

“I have seen marathons 
in Delhi, Mumbai and sev-
eral other states and Union 
Territories. Today, runners 
from across the country 
and the world participate 
in the Ladakh Marathon. 
We want the Kashmir 
Marathon and the Jammu 
Half  Marathon to attain 
the same stature and rec-

ognition,” he said.
Highlighting the wider 

significance of  the event, 
Omar Abdullah said the 
marathon sends a powerful 
message about the Valley’s 
peaceful environment and 
hospitality.

“The positive message of  
the marathon is that Kash-
mir is comfortable, safe and 
welcoming for everyone. We 
want people from across 
the country and around the 
world to come here, partici-
pate and experience Kash-
mir,” he added.

The Chief  Minister was 
informed that the third edi-

tion of  the Kashmir Mara-
thon will be held in Sri-
nagar on October 25, 2026.

Participants in the half  
marathon will run through 
some of  Srinagar’s most 
iconic landmarks, includ-
ing the Jhelum riverfront, 
Lal Chowk, Dalgate and the 
scenic Boulevard along Dal 
Lake. Full marathon run-
ners will continue towards 
Hazratbal and Kashmir 
University. The course has 
been designed with a com-
bination of  flat and hilly 
stretches, featuring an 
overall elevation gain of  
approximately 960 metres, 
offering both a scenic and 
challenging experience for 
participants.

Advisor to the Chief  
Minister Nasir Aslam 
Wani, MLA Zadibal Tanvir 
Sadiq, Additional Chief  
Secretary to the Chief  
Minister Dheeraj Gupta, 
Additional Chief  Secretary, 
Tourism, Ashish Chandra 
Verma, Secretary, Royal 
Springs Golf  Course, Haris 
Ahmed Handoo, Director 
Tourism Kashmir Syed 
Qamar Sajad, Director 
Tourism Jammu Vikas 
Gupta and other senior 
officers were present on 
the occasion.

J&K Bank Holds Mega Financial 

Inclusion Campaign in Srinagar
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR- Reinforc-
ing its commitment as the 
Convener of  the Jammu & 
Kashmir Union Territory 
Level Bankers’ Commit-
tee (UTLBC), J&K Bank 
Friday organised a Mega 
Financial Inclusion Satura-
tion Campaign – 2026 at the 
Auditorium Hall of  Govern-
ment College of  Education, 
Srinagar, in collaboration 
with the Reserve Bank of  
India under the theme 
“Together Towards Finan-
cial Empowerment.”

The programme was 
attended by Chief  General 
Manager – in charge, FIDD, 
Reserve Bank of  India, 
Nisha Nambiar, Regional 
Director, RBI (Jammu), 
Chandrashekhar Azad, 
ADDC Srinagar, Rifat 
Aftab Qureshi, Bank’s 
Chief  General Manager 
Imtiyaz Ahmed Bhat, Gen-
eral Manager (UTLBC/
FID) Khursheed Muzaf-
far, Nodal Principal Col-
leges, Kashmir Division, 
Dr. Seema Naaz, Joint 
Commissioner, Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation, 
Nuzhat Qureshi, besides 
senior officers from vari-
ous government depart-
ments including DIC, 
NRLM, SMC, Handloom, 
Handicrafts and Employ-
ment, member banks, 
Banking Correspondents, 

students and members of  
the public.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Chief  General Man-
ager (RBI) Nisha Nambiar 
said, “The objective of  such 
outreach programmes is to 
nurture enlightened bank-
ing citizens by making 
people aware of  safer and 
smarter ways to save, 
enabling them to take 
informed decisions while 
choosing insurance prod-
ucts, and encouraging the 
responsible use of  digital 
banking platforms for their 
financial needs. As cyber 
frauds continue to evolve, 
it is equally important for 
customers to remain vigi-
lant and adopt safe digital 
banking practices.”

Emphasising the impor-
tance of  Re-KYC, she said, 
“Re-KYC is not merely a 
regulatory requirement; 
it is essential for ensur-
ing uninterrupted access 
to your savings, banking 
services and other finan-
cial products. Banks have 
significantly simplified the 
process, and today custom-

ers can complete Re-KYC 
conveniently through digi-
tal channels as well.”

Urging the participants 
to become ambassadors 
of  the financial inclusion 
movement she said, “I 
request all of  you to carry 
these messages forward 
so that together we can 
ensure that no eligible ben-
eficiary is left behind.”

Prior to the inaugural 
session, CGM RBI interact-
ed with the bank staff  and 
Banking Correspondents 
of  various banks manning 
different stalls set up at 
the venue. She appreciat-
ed their role in extending 
banking services to the last 
mile and stressed the need 
for expediting the comple-
tion of  pending Re-KYC 
formalities to strengthen 
customer service, ensure 
regulatory compliance 
and enhance the integrity 
of  the financial ecosystem.

Earlier, in his wel-
come address, Chief  Gen-
eral Manager Imtiyaz 
Ahmed Bhat said that 
financial inclusion is not 

merely about opening 
bank accounts; it is about 
empowering every citizen 
with access to savings, 
insurance, pension, digi-
tal payments, government 
welfare benefits, and pro-
tection against cyber fraud.

Highlighting the prog-
ress achieved in J&K, he 
said, “The banking ecosys-
tem in the Union Territory 
has made commendable 
progress in advancing 
the financial inclusion 
agenda through the col-
lective efforts of  the UT 
Administration, Reserve 
Bank of  India, member 
banks and line depart-
ments. Today, Jammu & 
Kashmir has over 25 lakh 
PMJDY accounts, supported 
by more than 16 lakh RuPay 
Debit Cards. During the 
last financial year alone, 
banks opened 1.57 lakh new 
PMJDY accounts, while 
enrolments under the social 
security schemes registered 
encouraging growth, with 
31% growth under PMSBY, 
29% under PMJJBY and 
26% under APY.”

Speaker Rather inaugurates 
renovated facilities, new 
lifts at MLA Hostel Sgr

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Speaker, 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly, 
Abdul Rahim Rather, 
Friday inaugurated the 
newly installed lifts and 
other upgradation/reno-
vation works executed at 
new hostel block of  MLA 
Hostel, Srinagar.

The inauguration marks 
a significant step towards 
upgrading the infra-
structure and improving 
the facilities available to 
Members of  the Legislative 
Assembly. The renovation 
works have been under-
taken with the objective of  
enhancing convenience, 
accessibility and overall 
comfort for the occupants.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Speaker empha-
sized the importance of  
maintaining and modern-
izing public infrastructure 
to ensure efficient service 
delivery and better ame-
nities. He stated that the 
MLA Hostel serves as an 
important facility for the 
legislators and, therefore, 
its upkeep and modern-
ization must receive due 

attention.
The Speaker expressed 

satisfaction over the com-
pletion of  the works and 
said that the installation of  
modern lifts and execution 
of  renovation works would 
greatly benefit the legisla-
tors and other stakeholders 
by providing a safer, more 
comfortable and user-
friendly environment.

He underscored the need 
for regular maintenance of  
government infrastructure 
and directed the concerned 
authorities to ensure that 
all facilities at the MLA 
Hostel are maintained 
in a proper and efficient 
manner. He also stressed 
the importance of  timely 
execution of  developmen-
tal and renovation works so 
that public assets continue 
to serve their intended pur-
pose effectively.

The Speaker reiter-
ated the commitment to 
improve the infrastructure 
and public facilities and 
said that such initiatives 
contribute significantly 
towards enhancing the 
working environment and 
convenience of  public rep-
resentatives. .....Six NPA accounts settled

JKLFC extends relief to borrowers 
under Settlement Scheme-2026

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Settle-
ment Committee of  the 
Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh Finance Corpora-
tion (JKLFC) met under 
the chairmanship of  its 
Managing Director to con-
sider settlement of  seven 
Non-Performing Asset 
(NPA) loan accounts under 
the Settlement Scheme–2026 
(SS-2026).

The Committee approved 
settlement proposals in 
respect of  six NPA loan 
accounts involving a total 
settlement amount of  
approximately ₹84.43 lakh, 
subject to the borrowers 
depositing the approved 
settlement amounts within 
the stipulated period and 
fulfilling all the provisions 
of  the Scheme.

The Board of  Directors, 
in its 247th meeting held 
on 31st December 2025, had 
approved introduction of  
the Settlement Scheme–2026 
(SS-2026), which was subse-
quently notified by the Cor-
poration vide Order No. 155 
dated 12th February 2026. 
The scheme came into force 
with immediate effect and 

shall remain in operation 
up to 30th September 2026.

The Scheme has been 
introduced as a One-Time 
Settlement (OTS) mecha-
nism to facilitate recovery 
of  long-pending Non-Per-
forming Assets by providing 
eligible borrowers an oppor-
tunity to liquidate their out-
standing loan liabilities on 
concessional terms, thereby 
improving recoveries and 
reducing the Corporation's 
NPA portfolio.

The Managing Director 
emphasized that the scheme 
is an important initiative to 
recover long-pending dues, 
facilitate closure of stressed 
loan accounts and safeguard 
the financial interests of the 
Corporation. He directed 
all the Branch Heads and 
District Officers to expedite 
identification of eligible cases 
and ensure prompt process-
ing and submission of settle-
ment proposals.

The Corporation reit-
erated its commitment to 
strengthen its recovery 
mechanism and improve 
the quality of  its loan 
portfolio through effective 
implementation of  the Set-
tlement Scheme–2026.

Major Boost to Medical Education in J&K

NMC Approves Increase of 50 
MBBS Seats at GMC Srinagar

GMK NEWSNETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a significant 
development aimed at strength-
ening the medical education and 
healthcare delivery system in 
the Union Territory, the Health 
and Medical Education Depart-
ment Friday announced that the 
National Medical Commission 
(NMC) has granted permission to 
increase the annual MBBS intake 
capacity at Government Medical 
College (GMC), Srinagar.

The Medical Assessment and 
Rating Board (MARB) of the NMC 
has issued the Letter of Permis-
sion (LoP) under Section 28(3) 
of the National Medical Com-
mission Act, 2019, approving an 
increase of 50 MBBS seats. With 
this approval, the total annual 
intake capacity of GMC Srinagar 
will rise from 200 to 250 seats, 
effective from the upcoming Aca-

demic Year 2026-27.
It is pertinent to mention that 

last year for the academic ses-
sion 2025-26, the GMC Srinagar 
has got approval of additional 
20 seats, increasing the total 
number of seats from 180 to 200.

The approval follows a rigor-
ous evaluation by MARB under 
the provisions of the Undergradu-
ate Medical Education Standards 
Regulations (UGMSR), 2023.

Expressing satisfaction over 
this landmark achievement, the 
Health and Medical Department 
has stated that this expansion 
reflects the government’s unwav-
ering commitment to augmenting 
medical infrastructure and provid-
ing more opportunities for aspiring 
doctors across the Union Territory.

The increase in the seats has fur-
ther strengthened GMC Srinagar’s 
position as one of the premier medi-
cal colleges in the country.

Attempt to divert attention 
from “real issues”: LoP Sharma 
on NC’s statehood protest

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Leader of  
Opposition and senior BJP 
leader Sunil Sharma on 
Friday said the party will 
not join the ruling party’s 
proposed statehood protest 
at Jantar Mantar, terming 
it as a mere “eye wash” and 
an attempt to divert atten-
tion from “real issues”.

Addressing a press 
conference in Srinagar, 
Sharma questioned the 
fate of  the Chief  Minis-
ter’s promised signature 
campaign for restoration 
of  statehood.

“What happened to 
the signature campaign 
for statehood restoration 
that the Chief  Minister 
had promised last year?” 
he asked, alleging that the 
ruling party was using the 
statehood issue to divert 
attention from governance 
failures.

Sharma termed the 
government’s outsourc-
ing policy an “appoint-
ment scam”, alleging that 
deserving youth were 
being denied opportuni-
ties while appointments 
were being made through 
the backdoor.

He demanded an imme-
diate rollback of  the policy 
and warned that the BJP 
would intensify its agita-
tion if  the order was not 
withdrawn.

He said the proposed 

movement would begin in 
Kashmir with ‘a gherao 
of  the Civil Secretariat’ 
(Surround the Civil Secre-
tariat in protest) and would 
later be expanded across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The BJP leader also 
accused the government 
of  failing to fulfil its elec-
tion promises, including 
providing 200 units of  free 
electricity, 10 kilograms of  
free ration, one lakh jobs 
and free LPG cylinders.

Responding to a question 
on whether the BJP would 
join the NC-led statehood 
protest in Delhi, Sharma 
ruled out the possibility, 
saying the party would not 
stand with “thieves, fraud-
sters and murderers.”

He asserted that restora-
tion of  statehood remains 
the BJP’s commitment and 
said it would come through 
Parliament, not through 
protests at Jantar Mantar.

Alleging widespread cor-
ruption in several govern-
ment departments, Sharma 
claimed that money was 
being collected through 
transfers and other official 
processes. —(KNO)
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Common Man 
Can't Afford The 
Market Anymore

F
or thousands of families across Jammu 
and Kashmir, a simple trip to the local 
market has become a source of anxiety. 
Every passing week brings fresh price 
hikes, leaving people wondering how 

long they can continue to manage their house-
hold budgets. While major election promises are 
still awaiting fulfilment, even smaller but equal-
ly important issues such as keeping essential 
commodities affordable appear to have slipped 
down the government's list of priorities.
The rising cost of daily essentials is now hitting 
every household. Eggs, once regarded as an eco-
nomical source of nutrition, are selling for Rs 230 
to Rs 240 per tray in many markets, compared to 
Rs 150 to Rs 170 just a short while ago. Vegeta-
bles and fruits have also become costlier, while 
mutton and poultry have turned into luxuries for 
many middle-class and low-income families. The 
impact goes far beyond numbers. Parents are 
forced to rethink grocery lists, daily wage earn-
ers struggle to provide balanced meals for their 
children, and pensioners find their monthly sav-
ings disappearing faster than ever. When basic 
food items become expensive, it is always the 
common citizen who bears the heaviest burden.
Equally concerning is the lack of regular market 
monitoring. Consumers often see inspection 
teams only during Eid, Ramadan or other fes-
tive occasions. Once the celebrations are over, 
routine inspections appear to vanish. Market 
regulation should not be limited to festivals. It 
should be a year-round exercise to discourage 
overpricing and protect consumers. The depart-
ments responsible for market regulation have a 
duty to ensure that notified price lists are fol-
lowed in letter and spirit. Those found charg-
ing excessive rates must be held accountable. 
Fair traders also deserve protection from those 
who exploit consumers for quick profits. No one 
expects the government to control every factor 
influencing inflation. But ensuring transparency 
in pricing, conducting regular inspections and 
taking action against profiteering are responsi-
bilities that cannot be ignored.
People are not asking for miracles. They simply 
want fair prices, honest enforcement and an 
administration that remains connected to the 
everyday struggles of ordinary citizens.
Development is important, but good governance 
is measured not only by roads, buildings and 
announcements. It is also reflected in whether 
a family can walk into a market and return home 
with enough food for the table without worrying 
about how they will make ends meet. Today, that 
simple expectation is becoming increasingly dif-
ficult to fulfil, and it deserves urgent attention.

      Stitching The Value Chain

How PM MITRA Parks Are 
Rewriting India’s Textile Destiny

PABITRA MARGHERITA

F
or centuries, India’s identity was 
deeply woven into its textiles, 
from the lasting warmth of  Kash-
mir’s Pashmina and the golden 
luster of  Assam’s Muga silk, to 

the royal Kanjeevarams of  Tamil Nadu, 
the weaves of  Chanderi, and the legend-
ary textile craftsmanship of  Surat. Today, 
this sector remains a strong pillar of  our 
economy, contributing 2.3% to GDP, 13% to 
industrial production, and 12% to exports. 
As India’s second-largest employer after 
agriculture, it provides direct livelihoods 
to 45 million people and sustains over 100 
million indirectly, strengthening rural com-
munities and driving financial autonomy for 
millions of  women nationwide.

In contrast to the consolidated ecosys-
tems of  global competitors, India’s textile 
value chain historically evolved into a 
geographically dispersed model. Spinning, 
weaving, processing, garmenting, and 
export activities developed independently 
across different states, meaning a single gar-
ment often crossed multiple borders during 
production. This fragmented footprint 
created structural barriers. It suppressed 
scale-up, modernisation, automation and 
ultimately labor productivity.

Compounding this is the high logistics 
burden caused by multi-modal connectiv-
ity gaps. Every hand-off  between scattered 
production stages incurs extra handling and 
freight charges. Multi-stage long-distance 
transshipments swell cumulative logistics 
costs and destroy “speed to market” which 
is a fatal disadvantage in modern retail’s 
high-frequency ordering cycles.

Consider the environmental imperative. 
Textiles account for 8% to 10% of  global 
greenhouse gas emissions and 20% of  indus-
trial water pollution. Enforcing regulations 
and sustainable effluent management across 
thousands of  scattered, tiny units was his-
torically a major administrative challenge.

To systematically dismantle these bar-
riers, the Central Government under the 
leadership of  Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi launched the PM Mega Integrated 
Textile Region and Apparel (PM MITRA) 
scheme in October 2021, supported by a 

₹4,445 crore budgetary outlay. This pivotal 
intervention introduces a holistic model 
where the Central Government drives 
development in absolute unison with State 
Governments, industry players, and pri-
vate partners.

At the heart of  this scheme lies the 
visionary 5F formula of  Farm to Fibre to 
Factory to Fashion to Foreign, championed 
by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. 
This philosophy directly addresses what 
distinguishes India on the global stage: 
our complete and incredibly diverse value 
chain. Unlike global peers relying strictly 
on raw material imports or final garment 
assembly, India participates in the entire 
lifecycle of  textile creation, from fields 
of  our farmers to high-fashion runways. 
Because of  this unique depth, our growth 
strategy must uniquely balance global 
competitiveness with absolute social 
equity. While scaling up, we must care-
fully protect the welfare of  every sector 
so that from the humble grower and rural 
weaver to the apparel exporter, no one is 
left behind. The PM MITRA framework 
achieves this equilibrium.

Strategically locating these parks near 
major raw material hubs minimises trans-
port costs and ensures an unhindered supply 
for manufacturing. More importantly, this 
proximity enables strict end-to-end trace-
ability. As global brands mandate organic or 
sustainable certifications, these integrated 
parks provide a verifiable chain of  custody, 
satisfying stringent global ESG norms and 

hence paving a path for commanding pre-
mium pricing abroad.

Co-locating spinning, weaving, process-
ing, and garmenting within contiguous 
1,000+ acre parcels eliminates multi-state 
transshipments, drastically slashing freight 
costs and transport emissions while acceler-
ating speed to market. Aligned with national 
logistics corridors like Dedicated Freight 
Corridors and expressways, the journey 
to foreign markets becomes highly cost-
effective. Every park features plug-and-play 
industrial infrastructure including dedi-
cated power substations, continuous water 
supply, and ready-to-move-in factory sheds 
alongside common facilities like advanced 
Common Effluent Treatment Plants utiliz-
ing Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD) technology, 
and modern amenities, shifting the infra-
structure burden away from businesses and 
improving our ease of  doing business.

PM MITRA Parks are transitioning rap-
idly from blueprints to ground realities. The 
scheme comprises seven strategic parks: five 
Greenfield developments in Virudhunagar 
(Tamil Nadu), Navsari (Gujarat), Kalabura-
gi (Karnataka), Dhar (Madhya Pradesh), 
and Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh), alongside 
two Brownfield developments in Warangal 
(Telangana) and Amravati (Maharashtra). 
To date, the scheme has captured over 
₹69,899 crore in total investment interest, 
with ₹27,658 crore already grounded.

On May 10, 2026, Prime Minister inau-
gurated the first operational PM MITRA 
Park at Warangal, Telangana. This park has 

already witnessed ₹3,862 crore in grounded 
investments and operationalizes world-class 
eco-infrastructure, features that represent 
the sustainability standards being estab-
lished across all seven park sites.

Parallel nationwide execution high-
lights swift cooperative federalism with 
MoUs signed with all seven states, 100% 
of  the land acquisition done, and environ-
mental clearances secured. For the five 
Greenfield sites, JV agreements and SPVs 
are fully incorporated, anchoring rapid 
physical progress. Dhar (Madhya Pradesh), 
the largest park at 2,158 acres, has drawn 
₹21,436.9 crore in investment interest, mir-
roring strong momentum across Gujarat 
(₹13,084 crore), Maharashtra (₹12,925 
crore), Tamil Nadu (₹6,600 crore), Uttar 
Pradesh (₹5,345.8 crore), and Karnataka 
(₹1,700 crore). This effective execution is 
a testament to the proactive leadership 
of  Union Minister of  Textiles, Shri Giri-
raj Singh. Under his able leadership the 
Textiles Ministry has successfully acceler-
ated its operational frameworks, cutting 
through administrative bottlenecks and 
fostering an unprecedented level of  coop-
erative synergy with state governments.

But numbers only tell a part of  the story, 
the real measure lies in human impact. Each 
park is structurally engineered and expected 
to generate approximately 3 lakh direct and 
indirect employment opportunities. Across 
all seven sites, this translates to over 21 lakh 
formal livelihoods, offering a major socio-
economic lift to our rural households and 
women, who traditionally form the back-
bone of  apparel manufacturing.

This large-scale infrastructure effort 
serves as the definitive launchpad for the 
textile sector’s ambitious Vision 2030 for scal-
ing India’s textile industry into a $350 billion 
global powerhouse by the end of  this decade. 
By replacing historical fragmentation with 
world-class, integrated scale, PM MITRA is 
executing a profound structural shift. Guided 
by a strong leadership, we are transitioning 
India into the undisputed, sustainable, and 
highly competitive epicenter of  textiles.(PIB)

(The author is the Union Minister of  
State for Textiles. The views expressed are 

personal)

   Empowering Excellence

How The Top-Class Education Schemes Shaping India’s Future Leaders
SUDHANSH PANT

A
cross India, talented 
young students are 
translating aspira-
tions into achieve-
ment through the 

Top Class Education Scheme for 
SC Students. By expanding access 
to quality education in premier 
institutions, the scheme is nur-
turing a new generation of  profes-
sionals, innovators, researchers, 
entrepreneurs and leaders who 
are contributing to India’s growth 
and development.

Implemented by the Ministry of  
Social Justice and Empowerment, 
the Top Class Education Scheme 
for SCs seeks to ensure that meri-
torious students having annual 
family income upto 8 Lakhs have 
a greater access to quality higher 
education in institutions of  nation-
al importance and other premier 
institutions. The scheme provides 
a comprehensive educational cov-
erage towards tuition fees, living 
expenses, books, computers and 
other academic requirements, 
enabling students to pursue excel-
lence with confidence and focus. 
Over the years, the scheme has 
emerged as a significant instru-
mentfor educational empower-
ment, creating opportunities for 
students to excel across diverse 
disciplines and contribute mean-
ingfully to nation-building.

A Growing Footprint of Edu-
cational Empowerment

The impact of  the scheme has 
expanded steadily since its incep-
tion in 2007-08. The number of  stu-
dents supported under the Scheme 
has increased from 195 in 2007-08 to 
4,742 in 2025-26. During the same 
period, annual expenditure under 
the Scheme has risen from ₹2.17 
crore to ₹117.19 crore.

Today, students supported 
under the scheme are pur-
suing higher education in 
premier institutions includ-
ing the Indian Institutes of  
Technology(IITs),National Insti-
tutes of  Technology(NITs),Indian 
Institutes of  Information Technol-
ogy (IIITs), National Law Universi-
ties (NLUs),National Institute of  
Design(NID),leading management 
institutions like Indian Institutes 
of  Management(IIMs) and other 
institutions of  national impor-

tance. The scheme is not only 
facilitating access to quality edu-
cation but is also enabling students 
to acquire advanced skills, pursue 
research, embrace innovation and 
prepare for leadership roles in 
emerging sectors of  the economy.

Creating Excellence in Tech-
nology and Innovation

The technology sector offers 
some of  the most dynamic oppor-
tunities in the modern economy, 
and students supported under the 
Scheme are making their mark 
in this field. Thousands of  stu-
dents have been benefitted by the 
scheme, some of  the success stories 
are illustrated below: Amul Shatu-
ria pursued B.Tech. in Information 
Technology at IIIT Allahabad with 
support under the scheme. The 
opportunities available through 
quality education,technical proj-
ects and skill development enabled 
him to strengthen his professional 
capabilities and secure placement 
in a leading technology com-
pany with an annual package of  
₹56lakh.Eventhough,he is a son of  
a school bus conductor of  poorer 
financial  background, his achieve-
ment reflects how the scheme is 
enabling talented students to com-
pete successfully in highly com-
petitive technology-driven sectors.

Similarly, Sushmitha Pothuraju 
utilized opportunities in academics, 
coding activities, internships and 
leadership engagements during her 
studies at IIIT Allahabad.Her place-
ment at Amazon with an annual 
package of  ₹45 lakh demonstrates 
the growing presence of  women 
scholars in advanced technology 
careers and highlights the role of  
the Scheme in fostering excellence 
and professional achievement. 
These success stories illustrate how 
educational opportunity, combined 
with determination and talent, can 
create pathways to outstanding pro-
fessional outcomes.

Strengthening Participation 
in Nation-Building Sectors

The impact of  the scheme is 
equally visible in sectors that are 
criticalto India’s development jour-
ney. Thamballa Sindhu, a Civil 
Engineering student at IIT Palak-
kad, who comes from rural back-
ground, utilised the opportunities 
available through the Scheme to 
pursue professional education 
and industry-oriented learning. 

She was subsequently selected as 
a Graduate Engineer Trainee at 
Larsen & Turbo Construction, one 
of India’sleading infrastructure and 
engineering organizations.

Likewise, Nalan S, an Electri-
cal Engineering graduate from IIT 
Palakkad, a first-generation student 
of  his community, secured place-
ment at Bharat Electronics Limited 
(BEL), a Navratna Public Sector 
Undertaking under the Ministry of  
Defence. His achievement demon-
strates how the scheme is helping 
prepare highly skilled professionals 
who contribute to strategic sectors 
and technological advancement. 
Such achievements highlight the 
scheme’s contribution in creat-
ing a skilled workforce capable of  
supporting India’s infrastructure, 
manufacturing, defence and tech-
nological aspirations.

Enabling Success Across 
Diverse Professional Fields

The reach of the Scheme extends 
far beyond engineering and technol-
ogy. Boggiti Shiny Jasper completed 
her PGDM at the Indian Institute 
of  Plantation Management, Ben-
galuru. The opportunities created 
through the scheme enabled her 
to focus on academics, internships 
and professional development, lead-
ing to successful placement in the 
corporate sector. Her journey high-
lights the scheme’s role in facilitat-
ing professional advancement and 
creating opportunities for future 
leadership even to girl students.

In the field of  legal education, 
Rishabh Bhaskar Lade pursued 
the B.A. LL.B. (Hons.) programme 
at Maharashtra National Law Uni-
versity, Mumbai. Following the 
successful completion of  his stud-

ies, he secured placement as Assis-
tant Legal Manager at IDBI Bank. 
His achievement reflects how the 
Scheme is enabling talented stu-
dents to build successful careers 
in law, banking and governance. 
These examples demonstrate the 
scheme’s ability to support excel-
lence across diverse disciplines 
and create pathways to rewarding 
professional careers.

Fostering Creativity, Entre-
preneurship and Research

The scheme is also encourag-
ing students to pursue innovation, 
creativity and entrepreneurship. 
Vartika Sonkar, a student of  the 
National Institute of  Design, 
Ahmedabad, utilised the opportu-
nities created through the Scheme 
to develop her design expertise and 
creative capabilities. Today, she 
has established herself  as a pro-
fessional jewellery designer and 
has worked with reputed organisa-
tions in the industry. Her journey 
highlights how the Scheme sup-
ports talent in creative sectors and 
encourages students to pursue 
entrepreneurial ambitions.

In the field of  research and 
innovation, scholars supported 
under the Scheme are contribut-
ing to emerging areas of  knowl-
edge and technology. Shri Chintala 
Sanjay has demonstrated academ-
ic excellence through his work in 
Artificial Intelligence and Machine 
Learning applications, including 
research relating to healthcare 
technologies.Such accomplish-
ments reflect the growing con-
tribution Of  students supported 
under the Scheme to innovation-
driven sectors. Many scholars 
are also pursuing advanced aca-

demic and research aspirations, 
contributing to India’s knowledge 
ecosystem and strengthening the 
country’s innovation capacity.

Creating a Culture of Aspira-
tion and Achievement

Beyond educational attain-
ment and professional success, 
the Scheme is helping create a 
culture of  aspiration, confidence 
and achievement. Students sup-
ported under the Scheme are pur-
suing opportunities in academics, 
research, innovation, entrepre-
neurship and professional devel-
opment with greater focus and 
determination. Their achieve-
ments serve as an inspiration for 
future generations and reinforce 
the transformative role of  educa-
tion in expanding opportunities 
and unlocking potential.

The impact extends beyond 
individual accomplishments, 
contributing to stronger families, 
more aspirational communities 
and a more skilled and confident 
workforce.

Building an Inclusive and 
Developed India

The Top-Class Education 
Scheme for SC Students reflects 
the Government of  India’s com-
mitment to educational empow-
erment, inclusion and equal 
opportunity. The achievements 
of  students supported under the 
Scheme demonstrate how access 
to quality education can nurture 
talent, encourage innovation and 
create pathways to leadership 
across sectors. From technology 
and engineering to law, manage-
ment, design and research, these 
scholars are contributing to 
India’s journey towards becoming 
a knowledge-driven and globally 
competitive nation.

Every achievement under the 
Scheme represents the successful 
convergence of  talent, opportunity 
and determination. As the Scheme 
continues to expand its reach, it is 
helping build a generation of  con-
fident professionals, innovators, 
entrepreneurs and leaders whose 
contributions will shape the future 
of  a developed, inclusive and self-
reliant India. (PIB)

The author is Secretary, Depart-
ment of Social Justice & Empower-
ment, Ministry of Social Justice & 

Empowerment, Government of India
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        Omega Block

The Atmospheric Wall Behind Europe’s Deadly Heat
DR AFTAB JAN

E
urope is facing one of  its 
most dangerous heat waves 
in modern history. Tem-
peratures have crossed 
40°C in several regions. 

Hospitals are filling with patients suf-
fering from heat stroke, dehydration, 
and respiratory distress. Wildfires are 
spreading across forests and villages. 
Crops are drying before harvest.

Rivers are shrinking. Elderly 
people, children, and outdoor work-
ers are among the most vulnerable. 
Scientists warn that these extreme 
events are becoming more frequent 
because of  a powerful weather pattern 
called the Omega Block, combined 
with human driven climate change. 
This is no longer an unusual summer. 
It is a warning about how the Earth’s 
atmosphere is changing.

The Omega Block is a large scale 
atmospheric pattern that traps weath-
er systems in place for many days or 
even weeks. It gets its name because 
its shape on weather maps resembles 
the Greek letter Ω. Normally, weather 
systems move from west to east across 
the Northern Hemisphere because of  
fast moving air currents known as the 
jet stream.

The jet stream acts like a highway 
that carries storms, rain, and cooler 
air across continents. During an 
Omega Block, this highway becomes 
distorted. A strong dome of  high pres-
sure develops in the center, while two 
low pressure systems remain on either 
side. This creates the shape of  the 
Greek letter Omega. Once established, 
the pattern becomes almost station-
ary. The weather underneath the high 
pressure system barely changes.

The high pressure system at the 
center of  an Omega Block acts like 
a giant atmospheric lid. Air slowly 
sinks toward the ground. As it sinks, 
it becomes compressed and warmer 
through a process known as adiabat-
ic heating. At the same time, clouds 
cannot develop easily because the 
descending air suppresses upward 
movement. Without clouds, sunlight 
reaches the Earth’s surface almost 
without interruption from sunrise 
until sunset.

The ground absorbs enormous 
amounts of  solar energy. Roads, build-
ings, concrete, and dry soil store this 
heat during the day and release it at 
night. This prevents temperatures 
from falling, creating dangerously 

warm nights that give the human body 
little opportunity to recover from day-
time heat.

The persistence of  the Omega Block 
is what makes it especially dangerous. 
A normal heat wave may last two or 
three days before cooler air arrives. 
During an Omega Block, the same 
hot air mass remains trapped over 
the region for one or even two weeks.

Each day becomes hotter than the 
previous one because the land con-
tinues accumulating heat. Vegeta-
tion dries out rapidly. Soil moisture 
decreases. Less energy is used for 
evaporation, so more solar energy 
directly heats the air. Scientists call 
this a land atmosphere feedback, 
where dry ground makes the sur-
rounding air even hotter, strengthen-
ing the heat wave further.

Europe is particularly vulnerable 
because many of  its countries histori-
cally experienced relatively mild sum-
mers. Large numbers of  homes were 
built to conserve heat during winter 
rather than remove it during summer. 
Air conditioning remains less common 
in several European nations compared 
with the United States.

As temperatures now reach levels 
once considered rare, buildings trap 
heat indoors, exposing millions of  
people to prolonged thermal stress. 
Cities become even hotter because 
of  the urban heat island effect. Con-
crete, asphalt, and glass absorb solar 
radiation and slowly release it over-
night. In densely populated cities, 
nighttime temperatures can remain 
several degrees higher than nearby 
rural areas.

The recent Omega Block has 
stretched across much of  Western and 
Southern Europe. Countries including 
Spain, France, Italy, Portugal, Greece, 
and parts of  Germany have experi-
enced record breaking temperatures. 
Some locations have exceeded histori-
cal records by several degrees.

Hospitals have reported increasing 
cases of  dehydration, kidney injury, 
cardiovascular complications, and 
heat exhaustion. Emergency services 
have responded to numerous wildfire 
outbreaks fueled by dry vegetation 
and strong winds. Transportation 
systems have also been affected as 
railway tracks expand, roads soften, 
and electricity demand rises sharply 
because of  cooling needs.

Heat affects nearly every organ in 
the human body. The brain is extreme-
ly sensitive to elevated temperatures. 

Excessive heat impairs concentra-
tion, decision making, memory, and 
reaction time. Athletes experience 
reduced endurance because muscles 
receive less oxygen as blood is diverted 
toward the skin for cooling. The heart 
works harder to maintain circulation, 
increasing the risk of  heart attacks, 
especially among older adults and 
those with existing cardiovascular 
disease.

Sweating causes large losses of  
water and electrolytes, leading to 
dehydration, muscle cramps, dizzi-
ness, and dangerous drops in blood 
pressure. If  body temperature rises 
above approximately 40°C, heat stroke 
may develop. This medical emergency 
can rapidly damage the brain, liver, 
kidneys, and heart, and may become 
fatal without immediate treatment.

The lungs also suffer during pro-
longed heat waves. High temperatures 
accelerate the formation of  ground 
level ozone, a harmful air pollutant 
produced when sunlight reacts with 
vehicle emissions and industrial 
gases. Ozone irritates the airways, 
worsens asthma, reduces lung func-
tion, and increases hospital admis-
sions for respiratory diseases. Wildfire 
smoke adds fine particulate matter 
that penetrates deep into the lungs 
and bloodstream, increasing the risk 
of  stroke, heart disease, and chronic 
respiratory illness.

Agriculture experiences enor-
mous losses during Omega Block 
events. Crops require both sunlight 
and water for healthy growth. Under 
prolonged heat and drought, photo-
synthesis slows dramatically. Plants 
close tiny pores called stomata to con-
serve water, but this also limits carbon 

dioxide uptake, reducing growth and 
grain production. Livestock suffer 
from heat stress, producing less milk, 
eating less food, and becoming more 
susceptible to disease. Farmers face 
declining harvests, while food prices 
rise because supply decreases.

Freshwater resources also decline 
during persistent heat waves. Rivers, 
reservoirs, and lakes lose water rapid-
ly through evaporation. Reduced river 
flow affects drinking water supplies, 
irrigation, shipping, and hydroelec-
tric power generation. Aquatic ecosys-
tems experience severe stress because 
warmer water contains less dissolved 
oxygen. Fish and other aquatic organ-
isms may die during prolonged peri-
ods of  extreme heat.

Scientists have found that climate 
change does not necessarily create 
Omega Blocks, but it makes their 
consequences far more severe. Rising 
global temperatures caused by green-
house gas emissions mean that when 
an Omega Block forms, it traps much 
warmer air than it would have decades 
ago.

Research also suggests that rapid 
warming in the Arctic may weaken 
the temperature difference between 
polar and tropical regions. This 
reduced contrast can influence the jet 
stream, causing it to become slower 
and more wavy. A slower jet stream 
increases the likelihood that block-
ing patterns such as the Omega Block 
remain stationary for longer periods, 
prolonging extreme weather.

The United States has also expe-
rienced severe Omega Block events. 
When such a pattern develops over 
North America, some regions endure 
prolonged heat while neighboring 

areas experience persistent rainfall 
and flooding beneath the adjacent 
low pressure systems. This demon-
strates that the Omega Block creates 
weather extremes on both sides of  
the atmospheric pattern. One region 
bakes under relentless sunshine while 
another suffers repeated storms and 
flooding.

Climate scientists increasingly 
describe extreme heat as one of  the 
deadliest natural hazards on Earth. 
Unlike hurricanes or earthquakes, 
heat waves often receive less public 
attention because their destruction 
is less visible. Yet they silently claim 
thousands of  lives each year through 
cardiovascular disease, kidney failure, 
respiratory illness, and heat stroke. 
Many deaths occur indoors, particu-
larly among elderly individuals living 
alone without adequate cooling.

Protecting communities from 
future Omega Block events requires 
both adaptation and mitigation. Gov-
ernments need stronger heat warn-
ing systems, greener urban planning, 
expanded tree cover, reflective build-
ing materials, and improved emer-
gency healthcare. Individuals should 
remain hydrated, avoid strenuous out-
door activity during peak afternoon 
hours, wear light colored clothing, 
check regularly on elderly relatives, 
and recognize early symptoms of  heat 
illness. At the global level, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions remains 
essential to limit future warming and 
reduce the intensity of  heat waves.

The Omega Block is more than a 
scientific curiosity. It is an atmospher-
ic pattern capable of  transforming 
ordinary summers into humanitar-
ian emergencies. As climate change 
raises background temperatures, each 
future Omega Block carries the poten-
tial to become more dangerous than 
the last.

Europe’s current crisis demon-
strates that extreme heat is no longer 
a distant possibility. It is a present 
reality that challenges public health, 
agriculture, ecosystems, infrastruc-
ture, and economies across the world. 
Understanding the science behind the 
Omega Block is the first step toward 
preparing for a future in which per-
sistent heat waves may become one 
of  humanity’s greatest environmental 
challenges.

The author can be mailed at 
jaanaftaab5@gmail.com

Right To Walk In Cities Or A Struggle?
DR. SATYAVAN SAURABH

I
ndia's cities are rapidly trans-
forming. Wide roads, elevated 
flyovers, expressways, metro 
networks, and smart city proj-
ects are being hailed as symbols 

of  modern development. But amidst 
this dazzling growth, a fundamen-
tal question has consistently been 
neglected—are our cities built for 
humans or solely for vehicles? Does 
a citizen truly have the right to walk 
safely, respectfully, and comfortably?

The 'Right to Walk' is not just a 
transportation issue, but a serious 
question of  spatial justice, social 
equality, and human dignity in 
modern urban landscapes. Equal 
access to public spaces should be a 
fundamental right of  every citizen in 
any democratic society. If  a person 
cannot walk safely on the street, it is 
not just a traffic problem but a sign of  
a limitation of  their civil rights.

Millions of  people in India still 
travel a significant portion of  their 
daily journeys on foot. Schoolchil-
dren, the elderly, women, the disabled, 
laborers, small shopkeepers, and most 
people who use public transport all 
walk at some stage or another. Despite 
this, pedestrians are given the lowest 
priority in our urban planning. Foot-
paths either exist, are encroached 
upon, or are in such poor condition 
that people are forced to walk on the 
road. As a result, pedestrians account 
for a significant portion of  road acci-
dents.

Ironically, those without private 
vehicles are the ones who face the 
greatest risks. Wider roads are built 
for those who own cars; those with-
out vehicles are denied even safe side-
walks. This inequality is not just an 
example of  economic injustice, but 
also of  spatial injustice.

Spatial justice means that all 
citizens have equal access to a city's 
public resources, spaces, and ameni-
ties. If  a city's public space is devoted 
to vehicles, and there are insufficient 
facilities for pedestrians, cyclists, and 
people with disabilities, this reflects 

an unequal distribution of  public 
space.

Most roads in Indian cities have 
been developed with a vehicle-centric 
mindset. The primary objective of  
traffic management is considered to 
be increasing vehicle speeds, whereas 
the true purpose of  a road should be to 
safely transport people from one place 
to another. This is why sidewalks end 
abruptly, electricity poles, transform-
ers, or carts are found standing in the 
way, and parking lots occupy entire 
spaces.

Safe pedestrian paths for women 
are not just a matter of  convenience, 
but of  freedom. If  a woman has to 
navigate a dark, deserted, or broken 
road in the evening, her mobility is 
limited. Similarly, high sidewalks, 
crossings without ramps, and high-
speed traffic pose serious obstacles for 
the elderly. People with disabilities are 
often unable to use public spaces at all.

This is why the United Nations' Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
place special emphasis on inclusive, 
safe, and accessible cities. Cities will 
be inclusive when every citizen—
regardless of  income, age, gender, 
or physical ability—can use public 
spaces with equal respect.

A major irony in urban develop-
ment today is that progress is often 
evaluated based on how fast vehicles 
can travel on the roads. When the true 
measure of  a developed city should be 
how safe, comfortable, and easy it is to 
walk there.

Many countries around the world 
have adopted the concept of  the "walk-
able city" over the years. They have 
realized that excessive vehicle depen-
dence increases pollution, energy 
scarcity, mental stress, road acci-
dents, and social isolation. In contrast, 
walkable cities strengthen health, the 
environment, the local economy, and 
social interaction.

When people walk, they shop more 
at local markets, small businesses 
benefit, community ties strengthen, 
and cities become more vibrant. Walk-
ing is also highly beneficial for public 
health. Regular walking reduces the 
risk of  many lifestyle diseases, such as 
obesity, diabetes, high blood pressure, 
and heart disease. If  cities encourage 
people to walk, public spending on 
health could also be reduced.

The "Right to Walk" is also crucial 
from an environmental perspective. 
Most of  India's major cities face seri-
ous problems of  air pollution, carbon 

emissions, and traffic congestion. If  
people start walking even short dis-
tances, it will reduce fuel consump-
tion, decrease pollution, and help 
address the challenge of  climate 
change.

The concept of  a smart city 
shouldn't be limited to digital technol-
ogy or surveillance systems. A truly 
smart city is one where children can 
safely go to school, the elderly can 
access parks without fear, women can 
walk confidently even at night, and 
people with disabilities can use public 
spaces without obstacles.

The challenge of  road safety in 
India is also deeply linked to the "right 
to walk." Speeding, illegal parking, 
encroachment, chaotic traffic, and 
a lack of  pedestrian crossings claim 
thousands of  lives each year. Many 
accidents occur simply because people 
lack safe access to cross the road.

It's often seen in cities that foot-
bridges and subways are built, but 
their usability, distance, and acces-
sibility are not adequately addressed. 
Often, the elderly, women, or the dis-
abled are unable to use them, forc-
ing them to cross the road. There-
fore, simply building a structure is 
not enough; it's essential to make it 
human-centric.

The right to walk is also linked to 
social justice. Economically weaker 
sections of  society rely more heav-
ily on public transport and walking. 
If  cities are not safe for pedestrians, 
these sections will suffer the most. On 
the other hand, those who own pri-
vate vehicles will enjoy relatively safe 
and convenient travel. Thus, urban 
infrastructure inadvertently deepens 
social inequalities.

The need today is to consider pedes-
trians as the primary users when 
planning roads. Sidewalks should be 
wide enough, level, barrier-free, and 
continuous. Safe zebra crossings, traf-
fic signals, ramps, tactile paths, and 
disabled-friendly facilities should be 
mandated at every major intersection. 
Effective control of  illegal roadside 
parking and encroachment is equally 
important.

Urban local bodies should develop 
a system such as a Pedestrian Impact 
Assessment (PIA) with every road 
project to ensure that new roads are 
built for citizens, not just vehicles. The 
concept of  "Complete Streets" needs to 
be widely adopted in urban planning, 
ensuring balanced space for pedes-
trians, cyclists, public transport, and 
motor vehicles.

Special "pedestrian safety zones" 
should be developed around schools, 
markets, hospitals, and public institu-
tions, where vehicle speeds are lim-
ited and pedestrians are given prior-
ity. Even small steps like safer school 
routes for children, better lighting 
for women, and comfortable seating 
for the elderly can make cities more 
humane.

Furthermore, changes in citizens' 
behavior are essential. Parking on 
sidewalks, stopping at zebra cross-
ings, failing to yield to pedestrians, 
and speeding are not only violations of  
traffic rules but also infringes on the 
rights of  other citizens. The street is a 
shared public space, where everyone 
has equal rights.

Ultimately, the "right to walk" 
isn't a luxury. It's a fundamental civil 
right linked to life, equality, dignity, 
safety, health, and the environment. 
If  cities develop solely for cars, they 
may appear economically modern, but 
they will remain socially unequal and 
humanly incomplete.

The hallmark of  a civilized and 
sensitive city isn't its widest roads or 
tallest buildings, but rather the safety, 
ease, and dignity with which even the 
most vulnerable citizens can walk. 
Therefore, the time has come to shift 
the direction of  urban development 
from a vehicle-centric approach to 
a human-centric one. Because only 
when every citizen can walk without 
fear, without hindrance, and without 
discrimination will democratic public 
spaces truly belong to all, and the 
"right to walk" will become not just a 
slogan but a living reality.

Author is a Research Scholar in 
Political Science, Delhi University
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NIA Chargesheets Six
slogans and delivered inflammatory speeches 

advocating armed struggle.
According to the investigation, the violence 

formed part of  a larger, pre-planned conspiracy 
by the Hurriyat leadership to use the funeral 
procession as a platform to propagate separatist 
ideology, mobilise public support against the 
Government of  India, provoke public disorder 
and incite violence against law enforcement 
agencies while demonstrating the Hurriyat's 
organisational strength in Jammu and Kash-
mir.

The case, registered as RC-01/2026/NIA/JMU, 
was originally filed at Shergarhi Police Station, 
Srinagar, on the day of  the incident in 1996. The 
Ministry of Home Affairs transferred the inves-
tigation to the NIA in April 2026.

The agency said further investigation into the 
case is continuing.

Amarnath Yatra
Governor about the arrangements related to 

security, sanitation, healthcare, accommodation, 
water and power supply and other essential ser-
vices. It was informed that an effective feedback 
mechanism has been put in place and immediate 
steps are being taken to address issues highlighted 
by pilgrims.

 During the review meeting, it was also 
informed that the number of RO water installa-
tions along the yatra track has been increased 
to ensure adequate availability of clean drinking 
water for pilgrims.

The Lieutenant Governor also interacted with 
the yatris and enquired about the facilities extend-
ed to them. The pilgrims appreciated the arrange-
ments made by the line departments, administra-
tion, Shrine Board, police, army, security forces 
and other stakeholders for their smooth pilgrim-
age.

“I invite all devotees of Baba Barfani to come, 
experience the darshan of Lord Shiva, and let 
this pilgrimage be a journey of self-discovery and 
spiritual joy,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

Speaking to media persons, Lieutenant Gover-
nor said: “Today marks the eighth day of the Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra, and so far, around 1,70,000 
pilgrims have paid their obeisance at the holy 
cave. J&K administration, Police, Army, Security 
Forces, Shrine Board, and all other stakeholders 
have worked in complete synergy to ensure that 
the pilgrimage is hassle-free.

Compared to previous years, a significant 
number of pilgrims arrived without prior reg-
istration. We have successfully facilitated their 
journey through the necessary protocols, ensur-
ing a smooth process. Every effort is being made 
to ensure that all pilgrims return home with a 
positive experience. I am confident that in the 
coming days, devotees arriving from every corner 
of the country will carry back fond memories of  
their pilgrimage.

100-bed hospitals, located at Baltal and Chan-
danwari, have been fully operational, handling 
an average of 1,300 to 1,400 OPD patients daily. 
These hospitals are playing a critical role in safe-
guarding the health of both the pilgrims and the 
dedicated personnel deployed along the routes.

I appeal to all pilgrims to strictly adhere to 
the guidelines established by the administration 
and the Shrine Board. The entire administra-
tive machinery is working round-the-clock to 
assist you. In case of any inconvenience, please 
immediately inform the nearest Camp Director 
or deployed security personnel, and all possible 
assistance will be provided on priority,” the Lieu-
tenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor was accompanied 
by Dr. Mandeep K Bhandari, CEO, Shri Amar-
nathji Shrine Board; Shri VK Birdi, IGP Kashmir; 
Shri Sujit Kumar, IGP Security; Shri M. Suleman 
Choudhary, IGP Traffic J&K; Shri Mohammad 
Aijaz, Secretary, Department of Rural Develop-
ment & Panchayati Raj; Shri Anshul Garg, Divi-
sional Commissioner Kashmir; Shri Rahul Yadav, 
Managing Director JKPDCL and Nodal Officer for 
Baltal Axis; Shri Rajiv Omprakashn, DIG CKR; 
Shri Jatin Kishore, Deputy Commissioner, Gan-
derbal; Shri Sudhanshu Dhama, SSP Ganderbal; 
Ms Anoo Malhotra, DG Rural Sanitation J&K, 
and senior officers of Shrine Board, civil admin-
istration, police and security forces.

MeT Forecasts
rainfall.
The forecast said the weather is expected to 

remain generally hot and humid from July 13 to 
16, with brief spells of  rain and thundershowers 
at scattered places and isolated intense showers, 
mainly over parts of  the Jammu division.

Fresh spells of  light to moderate rain and 
thundershowers are likely at many places 
across Jammu and Kashmir between July 17 
and 19, the MeT Centre said.

Meanwhile, temperatures remained above 
normal in most parts of  Kashmir Valley on 
Friday.

Srinagar recorded a maximum temperature 
of  34.5 degrees Celsius, which was 4.8 degrees 
above normal, while Qazigund registered 32.0 
degrees Celsius (4.1 degrees above normal). 
Kupwara recorded 33.0 degrees Celsius, Koker-
nag 31.0 degrees Celsius, Pahalgam 28.0 degrees 
Celsius, and Gulmarg 24.9 degrees Celsius, all 
above their respective normal temperatures.

In the Jammu region, Jammu city recorded a 
maximum temperature of  34.5 degrees Celsius, 
Banihal 29.9 degrees Celsius, Batote 27.2 degrees 
Celsius, Bhaderwah 30.6 degrees Celsius, while 
Katra settled at 31.0 degrees Celsius, marginally 
below normal.

Leh in Ladakh recorded a maximum tem-
perature of  23.4 degrees Celsius, according to 
the MeT Centre—(KNO)

J&K Police Chief Calls
updates on field-level preparedness across 

the Kashmir Valley. The DGP also reviewed the 
overall security environment and the effective-
ness of  the multi-tier security arrangements 
put in place for the safe and peaceful conduct 
of  the annual pilgrimage.

Reiterating the importance of synergy among 
security forces, the DGP called upon all partici-
pating agencies to work in close coordination, 
ensuring seamless intelligence sharing, real-
time information exchange, and joint opera-
tional planning to achieve better operational 
outcomes. He emphasized that coordinated 
action and the timely dissemination of  action-
able intelligence remain critical for maintain-
ing a robust security grid. The DGP instructed 
all agencies to intensify anti-terror operations 
across the Valley and maintain relentless pres-
sure on terrorist networks and their support 
structures. He directed officers to keep a close 
watch on terrorist associates and other anti-
national elements and to take timely preventive 
and legal action, wherever required, in accor-
dance with the law.

The DGP J&K further emphasized the impor-
tance of area domination, enhanced night domi-
nation, and increased surveillance in vulner-
able areas to deter any attempt to disturb peace 
and public order. He also directed the establish-
ment of  effective naka checkpoints at sensitive 
locations across the Valley to strengthen access 
control, improve surveillance, and facilitate the 
interception of  suspicious movement.

Special emphasis was laid on strengthening 
security at vulnerable stretches of  the Yatra 
route, key transit points, and other strategically 
significant locations. The DGP also called for 
enhanced security oversight of  the National 
Highway and railway infrastructure to ensure 
uninterrupted movement and the overall safety 
of  yatris. He also instructed field officers to con-
duct regular operational briefings for deployed 
personnel. The DGP further directed officers 
to intensify public awareness initiatives at base 
camps and transit locations by educating pil-
grims about safety guidelines and precaution-
ary measures.

The meeting concluded with the DGP reit-
erating the need for sustained coordination, 
operational preparedness, and proactive polic-
ing among all security agencies.

Closed Tourist
comparison with the Ladakh Marathon, he 

said runners from almost every state and Union 
Territory travel to participate in that event, 
expressing hope that the Kashmir Marathon 
would also attract participants from across the 
country.

"Kashmir is safe, comfortable and welcoming. 
People who come here to participate in the mar-
athon will return as ambassadors of  Kashmir," 
he said, while encouraging people, including 
journalists, to take part in the event.

Asked about political developments related 
to the National Conference, the Chief Minister 
declined to comment, saying the interaction had 
been organised to discuss the marathon.

"This is not a National Conference press con-
ference. We have a major party programme 
tomorrow where all political questions will be 
answered," he said.

On religious tourism, CM Omar said the 
ongoing Amarnath Yatra has witnessed an 
overwhelming response, with more pilgrims 
arriving than the number registered, making 
it challenging for the Shri Amarnathji Shrine 
Board to adhere to the Supreme Court-man-
dated daily ceiling on the number of  pilgrims 
allowed on the track.

He also said the Kheer Bhawani Mela wit-
nessed a significant rise in participation this 
year compared to last year, with around 10,000 
devotees staying overnight and over 30,000 visit-
ing the shrine during the fair.

The Chief  Minister said religious tourism 
continues to grow across both Jammu and 
Kashmir and reiterated that while the govern-
ment does not interfere in the management of  
pilgrimages, it provides all necessary support 
through infrastructure development, inter-
departmental coordination and tourism-related 
funding.

"Our responsibility is to support the Shrine 
Boards. Tourism is the nodal department for 
pilgrimages, and every department has a role 
in ensuring smooth conduct of  these events," 
he said.

Replying to a question on climate change, 
Omar described it as a global challenge whose 
effects are becoming increasingly visible in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

"We are struggling with unprecedented 
summer heat. Earlier, snow remained visible on 
the mountains even during summer and lasted 
much longer during the Amarnath Yatra. Today 
it disappears much earlier. Climate change is a 
reality, and the world must first acknowledge it 
before it can be addressed," he said.

He said the problem cannot be tackled by 
Jammu and Kashmir or India alone and called 
for collective global action, noting that industri-
alised nations also have a major responsibility 
in addressing the crisis.

On the National Conference's programmes, 
Omar said the party would hold its event on Sat-
urday, where he would respond to political ques-
tions, including those related to support from 

other parties. He also said another programme 
is planned for July 20, subject to administrative 
permission—(KNO)

CS Reviews Implementation
Union Territory.
Emphasizing outcome-oriented governance, 

the Chief Secretary directed all departments to 
maintain close monitoring of targets, remove 
implementation bottlenecks proactively and 
ensure optimum utilization of available funds.

 He impressed upon the Administrative Secre-
taries to focus on timely completion of projects, 
saturation of eligible beneficiaries under welfare 
schemes and sustained field-level supervision so 
that the intended benefits reach every deserving 
citizen.

While expressing satisfaction over the prog-
ress achieved in several flagship programmes, 
the Chief  Secretary emphasized that every 
department should work with greater urgency 
to achieve the prescribed milestones within stip-
ulated timelines. He called for robust monitor-
ing mechanisms, enhanced coordination among 
implementing agencies and regular field inspec-
tions to ensure quality execution of projects and 
effective delivery of public services.

Atal Dulloo further directed all the Adminis-
trative Secretaries to closely monitor both physi-
cal and financial progress of their respective 
schemes, ensure prompt resolution of implemen-
tation issues and maintain continuous engage-
ment with the Government of India for timely 
approvals and release of funds wherever required.

Reviewing the education sector, the meeting 
was informed that significant progress has been 
achieved under Samagra Shiksha and PM SHRI 
Schools, with major emphasis on digital transfor-
mation, smart classrooms, ICT laboratories, Atal 
Tinkering Labs, vocational education, inclusive 
education, early childhood care, hostel infrastruc-
ture and technology-enabled governance.

The Skill Development Department informed 
that over one lakh youth have already been 
imparted industry-oriented skill training under 
the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 
(PMKVY), while implementation of the newly 
launched PM-SETU programme has been initiat-
ed for transforming Industrial Training Institutes 
into modern Centres of Excellence through indus-
try partnerships and upgraded infrastructure.

Reviewing the power sector, the Chief Secre-
tary was apprised that steady progress has been 
achieved under the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli 
Yojana, with thousands of rooftop solar instal-
lations already commissioned across the Union 
Territory, enabling beneficiaries to substantially 
reduce their electricity bills. Simultaneously, 
solarisation of Government buildings is progress-
ing at a rapid pace under the Science & Technol-
ogy Department to promote clean energy and 
energy self-reliance.

The meeting also reviewed implementation 
of Smart Metering and the Revamped Distribu-
tion Sector Scheme (RDSS), under which large-
scale installation of smart consumer meters and 
strengthening of power distribution infrastructure 
are underway to improve operational efficiency, 
reduce transmission losses and ensure reliable elec-
tricity supply across Jammu and Kashmir.

On digital connectivity, the Information Tech-
nology Department informed that substantial 
progress has been achieved under the Bharat-
Net Project, with survey and execution work 
progressing across Gram Panchayats to provide 
high-speed broadband connectivity in rural areas. 
The meeting also reviewed the progress of the 4G 
saturation project and associated infrastructure 
works aimed at expanding seamless digital con-
nectivity to remote regions.

The Finance Department presented the prog-
ress under financial inclusion initiatives, includ-
ing Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana and Prad-
han Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana, highlight-
ing sustained expansion in banking access, insur-
ance coverage and enrolment of beneficiaries 
across districts. The Chief Secretary called for 
intensified outreach campaigns to achieve satura-
tion under these schemes by covering all eligible 
beneficiaries.

The Social Welfare Department apprised the 
meeting about the implementation of Pradhan 
Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana, Saksham Angan-
wadi Centres, POSHAN 2.0 and other nutrition-
related interventions aimed at improving mater-
nal and child health, nutrition and early child-
hood care. The Chief Secretary stressed timely 
processing of eligible beneficiaries and effective 
convergence among departments to maximize 
impact at the grassroots level.

The meeting also reviewed the progress 
achieved under major flagship programmes 
relating to Jal Jeevan Mission, PMAY (Urban 
and Gramin), Swachh Bharat Mission, Ayush-
man Bharat, National Health Mission, AMRUT, 
tourism infrastructure, fisheries development, 
transport connectivity and several other centrally 
sponsored initiatives being implemented across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Chief Secretary reiterated that it is imperative 
to ensure transparent, accountable and result-oriented 
implementation of Centrally Sponsored Schemes so 
that the developmental dividends of these flagship 
programmes reach every region and every section of  
society across Jammu and Kashmir.

The Silent 'Digital 
particularly those between the ages of  13 and 

18 of  Classes 7th–10th,” reads the problem state-
ment of  the study.

The study finds that one of  the most notice-
able effects observed during the surveys was the 
difficulty many students experienced in main-

taining concentration, even for short periods.
“Research supports these observations, indi-

cating that media multitasking and excessive 
social media use are negatively associated with 
attention, concentration, and academic per-
formance. Studies have shown that prolonged 
screen exposure contributes to measurable con-
centration difficulties, with evidence suggest-
ing a bidirectional relationship between social 
media use and attention-related challenges,” 
reads the study.

About the academic performance problem, 
the research reveals that the effects of  poor con-
centration extend beyond attention difficulties 
and directly influence academic performance.

“Academic success relies heavily on cogni-
tive functions such as attention, memory, and 
executive functioning, all of  which have been 
shown to be negatively affected by excessive 
screen use,” it reads.

Research indicates that frequent mobile 
device usage is associated with lower academic 
achievement.

“Additionally, sleep deprivation caused by 
late-night screen use contributes to daytime 
fatigue, reduced classroom engagement, and 
poorer educational outcomes among adoles-
cents,” the study said—(KNO)

BJP Will Not
up with new theatrics to hide their failures. 

I fail to understand why the people of  J-K get 
attracted to their theatrics. They have enacted 
so many dramas for the last three generations. 
Now the third generation is enacting a drama 
at the Jantar Mantar. This is an eye-wash.You 
are indulging in corruption in the name of state-
hood,” Sharma charged.

The BJP leader said it was unfortunate that 
when people seek answers, the government says 
they will go to Jantar Mantar and seek state-
hood.

Asserting that the statehood will come 
through Parliament and not via Jantar Mantar, 
Sharma said his party will not participate in the 
proposed protest.

“Why should we go to Jantar Mantar? With 
whom should we go? With these impostors, 
these thugs, these thieves, these corrupt people? 
They are taking those people along who used 
to speak the language of  separatism, who have 
caused bloodshed in Kashmir. The BJP rejects 
such thieves, looters, and murders,” Sharma 
said.

Referring to Chief  Minister Omar Abdul-
lah’s announcement on August 15 last year of  
a signature campaign in support of  statehood 
restoration, he said, “A year has passed, does 
he remember that?”

Sharma said the BJP will start a “mass cam-
paign” along with youth of  J-K against the gov-
ernment’s “job outsourcing” policy.

“We will begin this movement with civil sec-
retariat gherao. We will launch an agitation 
from Kashmir and will take it to every corner 
to seek justice for the youth,” he said.

He asked the government to rollback the 
policy.

“The BJP will not sit silent and will fight it 
out. I appeal to the youth to come forward and 
fight for justice and rights of  the youth,” he said, 
adding, the party condemns the whole process 
of  outsourcing jobs, and feels this is a “total 
injustice” with the youth of  J-K.

He also accused the government of  indulg-
ing in corruption, and appealed to investigative 
agencies to come forward and probe the govern-
ment.(Agencies0
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UNION TERRITORY JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER R&B DIVISION SOPORE.
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

    NIT No-  35  of RnB-Sopore of 2026-2027 e-tendering  DATED: 09.07.2026.
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K, e-tenders (in Single Cover System) are invited on Percentage rate basis from approved and 
eligible contractors registered with J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:

S. 
No. Name of Work  Adv. 

cost

Cost of 
Tender 

Documents 
In Rupees

E/ 
Money

Time for 
completion 

of  work

Time & Date 
of Opening 

of Bid

Class of 
Contrac-

tor

M. H of 
Account Position of TS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1
Upgradation f road 

from Shalimar Colo-
ny to Antoo Colony

13.97 600 27940/ 60 days 18.07. 2026 DEE/
CEE/ BEE

District Capex 
Budget 

2026-27

EE/R&B/Sopore 
20 of 2026-27 

dated: 09.7.2026

2
Improvement of 

existing culvert at 
Nowpora  B

4.00 200/- 8000/- 60 days 18.07. 2026 DEE
District Capex 

Budget 
2026-27

EE/R&B/Sopore 
21 of 2026-27 

dated: 09.7.2026

3
Upgradation of main 

road near Tehsil 
office Sopore

3.973 200/- 8000/- 60  days 18.07. 2026 DEE
District Capex 

Budget 
2026-27

EE/R&B/Sopore 
22 of 2026-27 

dated: 09.7.2026

4
Upgradatrion of 

inner links of Tarzoo 
Amberpora

4.00 200 8000/ 60 days 18.07. 2026 DEE
District Capex 

Budget 
2026-27

EE/R&B/Sopore 
23 of 2026-27 

dated: 09.7.2026
Project Authority: DDC Baramulla.
Position of funds:  Available
Position of  AA. Accorded by District Development  Commissioner Baramulla  vide  his order No:121/DDC of 2026 dated: 08.07.2026
1, The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities 

(B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other detail’s can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website 
www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below

1 Date of  issue of tender  Notice  09 .07.2026
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents  09.07.2026             to  17.07.2026
3 Bid  Submission start date 09.07.2026
4 Bid submission End date  17.07.2026 (4.00 PM)
5 Date and time of opening of bides ( online)  18.07.2026 (12 PM) in the office  of  Ex. Engineer R&B Division. Sopore

2, Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan (dated between the bid start date and the Bid Submission End date) with NIT 
No. Name of work  and S.No. deposited in M.H. 0059   in the name of Executive Engineer R&B Division  Sopore  (tender inviting 
authority) as the cost of the tender document. 

At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form of CDR/
FDR/BG pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Division Sopore . Besides that, the successful bidder will 
have to provide Performance Security @ 5% at the time of contract award, strictly in accordance with the Government’s circular instruc-
tions from time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released after submission of  a performance security of 5% of the  
quoted cost which will be released  after completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period.
3(b) Geotag Photographs Minimum 03 sets (01 set Comprising of Photograph  before, during and after execution of work) of size 26    

cm x21 cm  to be provided.
20. All other terms, conditions shall remain same as per e-NIT No.03 of 2026-27.
21. If the contractor/HMPO quotes rate for any item of work in his tender as free of cost at       the time of  tendering process, his 

tender shall be rejected out rightly.
22: If the Contractor breaches the contract, the Department reserves the right to award the remaining work to new bidders at the 

defaulting contractor’s expense immediately after the notice of breach has been served on the defaulter. In the event of a 
breach of contract by the Contractor, the Performance Security will be forfeited along with the termination of contract termina-
tion. Furthermore, the defaulting contractor will be barred from participating in future from participating in R&B Department 
in Bidding Processes for a period of one year. Any Subsequent Breach shall result in process of irrevocable cancellation of 
Registration.

23 The bidder must be registered on JKPWDOMS portal, while participating in the tendering process it should be ensured that all  
bank account  of contractors mapped on JKPWDOMS must be linked with PAN No, GST No and ADHAAR No as per the circular 
instructions issued by the Finance Department.

For and on behalf of the  Lt. Governor of J&K UT,
No : 3469-78   sd/
Dated: 09.07.2026. Executive  Engineer,
 R&B Division Sopore

DIPK-3092-26
DT: 10/07/2026

Inter-College Poster 
Competition Promotes Organ 
Donation Awareness in Beerwah

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BEERWAH: In a signifi-
cant step toward promot-
ing organ donation aware-
ness among the youth, 
SAM College of  Nursing 
& Para-Medical Sciences, 
Beerwah, in collabora-
tion with the State Organ 
& Tissue Transplant 
Organisation (SOTTO),  
organized an Inter-Col-
lege Poster Making Com-
petition here Friday. The 
event, held under the 
theme "Leave a Legacy – 
Donate Organ," witnessed 
enthusiastic participation 
from leading nursing 
institutions across the 
Union Territory.

The competit ion 
brought together students 
and faculty representa-
tives from six premier 
institutions, including 
Arsh Institute of  Health 
Sciences & Technology, 
Khunmoh; Kashmir Insti-
tute of  Medical Sciences, 
Lawaypora; Ibn-Sina 
College of  Nursing & 
Health Sciences, Budgam; 
Haneefa College of  Nurs-
ing, Sopore; Ramzan Col-

lege of  Nursing, Pampore; 
and the host institution, 
SAM College of  Nursing 
& Para-Medical Sciences, 
Beerwah. The gathering 
served as a vibrant plat-
form for inter-college 
interaction, learning, 
and advocacy for the life-
saving cause of  organ 
donation.

The programme was 
graced by Showkat 
Ahmad, Assistant Direc-
tor, Hospitality & Pro-
tocol Department, as 
the Chief  Guest, while 
Dr. Murtuza Bukhari, 
Director of  SAM College 
of  Nursing & Para-Med-
ical Sciences, presided 
over the function. Also 
present on the occasion 
were Ms. Anshu Sharma, 
I/C Media, SOTTO J&K; 
Ms. Nisha Kumari, Pro-
gram Assistant, SOTTO 
J&K; and Dr. Irfan Lone, 
Transplant Coordinator, 
SOTTO J&K.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Dr. Murtuza Bukhari 
emphasized that organ 
donation represents one 
of  the greatest acts of  
humanity. "While people 

leave behind memo-
ries, organ donors leave 
behind the gift of  life," 
he remarked, urging stu-
dents to become ambas-
sadors of  awareness and 
inspire their communi-
ties to support organ and 
tissue donation.

The resource persons 
from SOTTO J&K pro-
vided valuable insights 
into the medical, ethical, 
and legal aspects of  organ 
donation while dispelling 
common misconceptions 
surrounding the sub-
ject. They encouraged 
informed discussions 
among young healthcare 
professionals and high-
lighted the critical role 
of  public awareness in 
increasing donor regis-
trations.

The poster competition 
showcased exceptional 
creativity, with students 
from all participating 
institutions presenting 
artworks that conveyed 
powerful messages about 
the life-saving signifi-
cance of  organ donation. 
The judges appreciated 
the originality and depth 

of  thought reflected in 
the entries. Winners and 
participants were felici-
tated by Assistant Direc-
tor Showkat Ahmad and 
Director Dr. Murtuza 
Bukhari.

The programme con-
cluded with a formal vote 
of  thanks delivered by 
the Principal and Head 
of  Department of  SAM 
College of  Nursing & 
Para-Medical Sciences, 
who expressed heartfelt 
gratitude to SOTTO J&K, 
distinguished guests, par-
ticipating colleges, faculty 
representatives, judges, 
students, and the organiz-
ing committee for making 
the event a resounding 
success.

The event reaffirmed 
the shared commitment 
of  SAM College of  Nurs-
ing & Para-Medical Sci-
ences and SOTTO J&K to 
creating greater aware-
ness, fostering collabora-
tion among educational 
institutions, and encour-
aging society to embrace 
organ donation as a last-
ing legacy of  hope and 
humanity.

Jal Shakti Minister, Advisor to CM 

review I&FC sector of Kashmir Division
Call for strengthening flood protection infrastructure, improved irrigation network

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology 
& Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed 
Rana, along with Advisor 
to Chief  Minister, Nasir 
Aslam Wani Friday chaired 
a high-level review meet-
ing at the Civil Secretariat, 
Srinagar to assess the func-
tioning and progress of  the 
Irrigation and Flood Con-
trol (I & FC) sector across 
Kashmir Division.

The meeting was attended 
by Additional Chief  Secre-
tary, Jal Shakti Department, 
Shaleen Kabra, senior offi-
cers of  the department and 
representatives of  various 
wings associated with the 
irrigation & flood manage-
ment and PHE.

While addressing the 
meeting, Javed Rana stressed 
the need for further strength-
ening the flood protection 
infrastructure across Kash-
mir Valley, particularly along 
vulnerable stretches of  River 
Jhelum and its tributaries, 
to enhance resilience against 
flood-related risks and safe-

guard the lives, property and 
public assets.

The Minister reviewed 
the physical and financial 
progress achieved under 
various flood management 
and mitigation projects. He 
directed the concerned offi-
cers to expedite the execu-
tion of  ongoing works while 
ensuring strict adherence 
to quality standards and 
stipulated timelines so that 
all critical interventions are 
completed ahead of the mon-
soon season.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of  continuous moni-
toring, inter-departmental 
coordination and proactive 
planning, Javed Rana called 
for a comprehensive and pre-

paredness-driven approach 
to flood management in the 
Valley. He instructed the offi-
cers to identify and promptly 
address the bottlenecks hin-
dering the progress of  flood 
protection works. He asked 
to ensure their timely com-
pletion in the larger public 
interest and for the safety of  
vulnerable communities.

Rana also emphasised 
upon prioritising restoration 
of  defunct irrigation canals, 
repair of  canal breaches and 
maintenance of  irrigation 
infrastructure across the 
Valley to ensure uninter-
rupted water supply to agri-
cultural fields.

Advisor Nasir Aslam 
Wani underscored the need 

for a proactive and long-
term approach towards flood 
management in Kashmir. 
He stressed the importance 
of  strengthening embank-
ments, enhancing river car-
rying capacity and ensuring 
timely execution of  flood 
protection works. He called 
for improved preparedness, 
regular maintenance of  
flood channels and greater 
inter-departmental coordi-
nation to safeguard vulner-
able areas and minimise the 
impact of  future flood events.

He emphasised the need 
for sustainable water use and 
the importance of  rain water 
harvesting through installa-
tion and use of  water storage 
tanks.

J&K Govt notifies framework for 

evaluation of books, academic 

material in Edu institutions

Mission Shakti 
organizes 
awareness 
programme at 
PHC Sedow to 
promote women 
empowerment

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Sankalp Hub 
for Empowerment of  
Women, Mission Shakti, 
Shopian Friday organized 
an awareness programme 
under the Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao (BBBP) initiative 
at Primary Health Centre 
(PHC), Sedow to raise 
awareness about the protec-
tion, education and empow-
erment of  the girl child.

The programme focused 
on promoting gender equal-
ity and encouraging the 
community to ensure equal 
opportunities for girls 
through education, health-
care and social support.

The Medical Officer, 
PHC Sedow, highlighted 
the importance of  the pre-
conception and pre-natal 
diagnostic techniques 
(PCPNDT) act, emphasiz-
ing the need to prevent 
sex-selective practices 
and safeguard the rights 
and healthy development 
of  girls.

During the programme, 
the gender specialist, 
Sankalp Hub for Empow-
erment of  Women, sensi-
tized participants about 
various women-centric 
welfare schemes being 
implemented in the district. 
Information was shared on 
women’s safety and protec-
tion mechanisms, available 
support services, emergen-
cy helpline numbers, legal 
rights and government ini-
tiatives aimed at empower-
ing women and girls. Par-
ticipants were encouraged 
to make effective use of  
these services whenever 
required.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In view of  
recent concerns regarding 
books available in institu-
tional libraries and the pro-
curement of  educational 
material, the School Educa-
tion Department and Higher 
Education Department of  
Jammu and Kashmir have 
issued comprehensive cir-
culars. The action has been 
taken in pursuance of  the 
directions of  the govern-
ment.

The circulars prescribe 
a structured institutional 
framework for the academic 
evaluation, content verifica-
tion and periodic review of  
books and other academic 
resources across all schools, 
colleges and universities in 
the Union Territory.

The framework is aimed 
at strengthening the insti-
tutional mechanisms gov-
erning the evaluation, 
recommendation, circula-
tion, retention and peri-
odic review of  educational 
material. It seeks to ensure 
that the academic resourc-
es available in educational 
institutions possess estab-
lished academic merit, fac-
tual authenticity, pedagogi-
cal relevance and education-
al value, while remaining 
consistent with the Consti-
tution of  India, the laws in 
force, the National Educa-
tion Policy, the applicable 
regulatory framework and 
the curricular standards 
prescribed by the competent 
authorities.

Under the framework, 
all the government and 
recognised private schools 
and universities functioning 
under the administrative 
jurisdiction of  the respec-
tive departments and public 
libraries have been directed 

to undertake a comprehen-
sive Academic and Content 
Audit of  books, reference 
material, journals, research 
publications, dissertations, 
theses, digital reposito-
ries and other educational 
resources available in their 
libraries and academic 
units, irrespective of  the 
year of  procurement, adop-
tion or inclusion.

The circulars further 
provide that no publication 
or academic material con-
taining factually inaccu-
rate, misleading, distorted, 
inflammatory, unlawful or 
otherwise objectionable 
content, including mate-
rial that directly or indi-
rectly promotes, glorifies, 
legitimises or justifies ter-
rorism, violent extremism, 
secessionism, radicalisation 
or any activity prejudicial 
to the sovereignty, unity, 
integrity and security of  the 
Nation, shall be procured, 
prescribed, recommended, 
retained. circulated, pub-
lished, hosted or otherwise 
made available in educa-
tional institutions.

To ensure effective imple-
mentation, the government 
has institutionalised multi-
tier academic and content 
scrutiny mechanisms across 
the school and higher educa-

tion sectors. These mecha-
nisms provide for system-
atic academic evaluation, 
content verification, quality 
assurance, periodic review 
and institutional oversight 
through committees consti-
tuted at the institutional, dis-
trict, directorate, university 
and administrative depart-
ment levels while respecting 
the statutory and academic 
autonomy of  universities 
within the framework of  
the applicable laws and Uni-
versity Grants Commission 
regulations.

The circulars also assign 
clearly defined responsibili-
ties to the Vice Chancellors, 
Principals of Colleges, Chief  
Education Officers, Zonal 
Education officers and 
Heads of Institutions (Hols), 
librarians, School Manage-
ments and other academic 
authorities entrusted with 
the academic governance 
to ensure meticulous imple-
mentation of  the prescribed 
framework within the stipu-
lated timelines. Institutional 
heads shall be responsible 
for ensuring compliance 
within their respective juris-
dictions, and any omission, 
negligence or deviation 
from the prescribed proce-
dures shall be viewed with 
utmost seriousness.

B'la Admin conducts 3-Day Field Outreach under VVP-II
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: In an initiative 
aimed at strengthening grass-
roots governance and ensur-
ing effective implementation 
of development programmes 
in the border areas, the Dis-
trict Administration Baram-
ulla successfully conducted a 
3-day intensive field outreach 
under the Vibrant Villages 
Programme-II (VVP-II).

During the outreach pro-
gramme District Level Offi-
cers undertook mandatory 
24-hour night stays in the 18 
identified Strategic/Vibrant 
Villages of the district.

The unique initiative, on 
the directions of  District 
Development Commissioner 
(DDC) Baramulla, S.F. Hamid, 
was designed to provide senior 
officers with first-hand expo-

sure of public service deliv-
ery in the Vibrant Villages by 
living among the local popu-
lation and directly engaging 
with them to understand their 
aspirations and concerns.

Speaking about the ini-
tiative, the DDC said that 
it was aimed at obtaining 
a first-hand assessment of  
the developmental progress 
under VVP-II, understanding 
the aspirations and concerns 
of  the people, and ensuring 
that future interventions are 
aligned with the actual needs 
and priorities of  the border 

communities.
Over the course of  the 

programme, officers stayed 
overnight in 18 Vibrant Vil-
lages across the border blocks 
of Uri, Boniyar, Bijhama and 
Paranpeela. During their 
visits, they conducted exten-
sive inspections of  develop-
mental works and reviewed 
the implementation of vari-
ous flagship Government 
schemes.

The officers also assessed 
the availability and quality of  
essential services and evalu-
ated the status of critical infra-

structure including roads, 
electricity, drinking water 
supply, healthcare, education, 
mobile connectivity and other 
public amenities.

Meanwhile, the visiting 
officers held detailed inter-
actions with Panchayati Raj 
Institution representatives, 
Village Level Nodal Officers, 
frontline workers, youth, 
women, senior citizens and 
other members of  the local 
community.

These interactions enabled 
the administration to gather 
valuable grassroots feed-
back regarding the progress 
achieved under the Vibrant 
Villages Programme, iden-
tify developmental gaps, and 
understand the genuine needs 
and expectations of the people 
living in these strategically 
important border villages.

KPDCL announces power 
shutdown in Kashmir parts

DC Kulgam chairs meeting 
of Governing Body of District 
AYUSH Society

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: A review meet-
ing of  the Governing Body/
Executive Committee of  
the District AYUSH Soci-
ety Kulgam was held at the 
Mini Secretariat Kulgam, 
under the chairmanship 
of  Deputy Commissioner 
(DC), Shahzad Alam.

During the meeting, Dr. 
Abdul Rehman Rather, 
Nodal Officer, AYUSH, 
Kulgam, presented a 
detailed presentation on 
the implementation, prog-
ress, and achievements of  
various schemes under the 
National AYUSH Mission 

(NAM) in the district.
The Chair reviewed the 

progress of the schemes and 
emphasized timely imple-
mentation, effective inter-
departmental coordination, 
and regular monitoring to 
ensure the successful exe-
cution of  National AYUSH 
Mission activities and the 
strengthening of  AYUSH 
healthcare services across 
the district.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Chief  Planning 
Officer (CPO), Assistant 
Commissioner Develop-
ment (ACD) Executive 
Engineers, and other dis-
trict officers.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Engineer, Distribu-
tion, KPDCL has informed that the 
Shutdown of 33 kV GIS Tengpora 
Court line will be observed due to 
which power supply to Batamaloo, 
Moominabad, Court Complex and 
adjoining areas will be affected from 
08 AM to 02 PM on 11 July 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of 33 kV 
Lassipora-Pulwama Ckt II (Build-
tech) line will be observed due to 
which power supply to Koil, Teng-
pona, Muchpona, Tenghar, Pinglena, 
Gandipora, Gangoo, Prichoo, Covid 
Hospital and adjoining areas will be 
affected from 09 AM to 02 PM on 
14 July 2026.

Likewise, shutdown of 33 kV 
Sangam-II line will be observed due 
to which power supply to Panzgam, 

Chakoora, Gulzarpora, K-koot, Char-
soo, Hari and adjoining areas will be 
affected from 09 AM to 02 PM on 
15 July 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of 33 KV 
Baramulla-1st line will be observed 
due to which power supply to District 
Court, Akbar Chowk, Police lines, Sub 
District Jail, Khawaja Bagh, Short 
Delina, Kanthbagh, Ushkura and 
adjoining areas will be affected from 
08 AM to 02 PM on 13 July 2026.

Likewise, shutdown of  132 kV 
Bemina-Rawalpora Transmission Line 
will be observed due to which power 
supply to Court Complex, Tengpora, 
Firdousabad, Moominabad, Bata-
maloo, Narkara, Jawahar Nagar, KP 
Bagh, Mehjoor Nagar, HSHS, Magar-
mal, Gangbugh, Hyderpora and other 
adjoining areas will be affected from 
08 AM to 02 PM on 11 July 2026.
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My Youth My Pride Kabaddi 
Tournament organised at 
Akhran Kulgam

GMK SPORTS DESK

KULGAM: As part of  the 
"My Youth My Pride" ini-
tiative of  the Jammu 
& Kashmir Sports 
Council, a Kabaddi 
tournament was 
organised Friday 
at Akhran Naw-
pora, Kulgam, aimed 
at promoting sports, 
encouraging youth par-
ticipation, and nurtur-
ing sporting talent 
at the grassroots 
level.

The tour-
nament wit-
nessed enthusiastic 
participation from 200 
athletes representing 14 

teams, with a large gath-
ering of  spectators adding 
to the excitement of  the 
event.

The event was organ-
ised  by 

the Jammu & Kashmir 
Sports Council under the 
'My Youth My Pride' pro-

gramme, which contin-
ues to provide structured 
opportunities for youth 
across the Union Territory 
to participate in sports and 
showcase their talent at the 
grassroots level.

The tournament con-
cluded successfully, fos-
tering teamwork, disci-
pline, sportsmanship, and 

healthy competition 
among participants, 
and received appre-
ciation from ath-

letes, spectators, and 
the local community 

for its organisation 
and contribution to grass-
roots sports development 
under the 'My Youth My 
Pride' programme.

One-off Test: England fight back after Smriti, 
Harmanpreet, Deepti fifties, leave historic game in balance

IANS

LONDON: An absorbing 
and highly competitive 
opening day of  cricket-
ing action unfolded in the 
first-ever historic Women's 
Test at Lord's on Friday, 
leaving the match beauti-
fully poised at stumps with 
England reaching 21/1 and 
trailing by 264 runs after 
bowling out India for 285, 
especially when they were 
cruising at 190/3.

Sophie Ecclestone and 
Mady Villiers ran through 
the middle order after 
Smriti Mandhana top-
scored with 83 in what was 
also her 300th internation-
al appearance. In the pro-
cess of  picking a three-for, 
Sophie also became Eng-
land’s highest wicket‑taker 
across formats, going past 
Katherine Sciver-Brunt, 
and climbed to third over-
all behind Deepti Sharma 
and Jhulan Goswami.

England’s reply began 
shakily with Tammy 
Beaumont, who’s playing 
her farewell international 
game, falling for two in 
the fourth over. But Maia 
Bouchier (17 not out) and 
Heather Knight (one not 
out) steadied the innings 
till stumps were called on 
the opening day. Sneh Rana 
found turn in her solitary 
over late in the evening, a 
sign that India’s spinners 
could have plenty to work 
with on day two.

In what is also the 

first-ever women’s Test 
to be played at the iconic 
venue, England picked up 
three crucial wickets in 
an action-packed first ses-
sion. Opting to bowl first, 
England found immediate 
movement off  the ball via 
Lauren Bell. India suf-
fered an early blow in the 
second over when opener 
Shafali Verma was com-
pletely squared up by a 
sharp, short-of-length 
delivery from Lauren Filer 
and nicked behind to wick-
etkeeper Amy Jones for a 
duck.

Yastika Bhatia (12) 
joined Smriti and started 
confidently with a flurry of  
boundaries, while also sur-
viving a close leg-before-
wicket review on umpire's 
call off  Bell. However, Bell 
redeemed herself  soon 

after, cleaning up Yastika 
with a brilliant inswinger 
that nipped away to hit the 
off-stump.

Jemimah Rodrigues 
then partnered with 
Mandhana to steady the 
innings, capitalising heav-
ily on a wayward English 
bowling display that lacked 
discipline. Smriti looked in 
sublime touch, punishing 
the loose balls and welcom-
ing premier spinner Eccle-
stone into the attack with 
a massive slog-sweep over 
midwicket for six to close 
out the first hour.

Smriti then brought up 
a sparkling run-a-ball half-
century off  just 50 deliver-
ies in the 16th over and got 
the distinction of  getting 
the first-ever Women’s 
Test fifty at Lord’s. The 
dangerous 64-run third-

wicket partnership was 
eventually broken against 
the run of  play when Jemi-
mah (35) chopped onto her 
stumps while going for an 
expansive drive against 
Issy Wong.

Captain Harmanpreet 
Kaur (14 not out) then 
joined Smriti to safely navi-
gate the remaining overs, 
ensuring India walked into 
the lunch break as the hap-
pier side. While the first 
session majorly belonged 
to India, England's bowlers 
roared back into the con-
test in the post-lunch ses-
sion by showing discipline 
in their bowling and pick-
ing up the crucial wickets 
of  set batters Smriti and 
Harmanpreet, who com-
piled 58.

Resuming from 122/3 in 
25 overs, Smriti and Har-

manpreet frustrated the 
hosts by taking India past 
the 150-run mark. Smriti 
was in splendid touch, 
using her feet elegantly 
against Sophie and execut-
ing crisp pulls off  the fast 
bowlers.

At the other end, Har-
manpreet battled intensely 
through physical discom-
fort and needed continuous 
medical attention from the 
team physio for troubles in 
her hand and hamstring. 
Scoring mainly through 
the off-side, Harmanpreet 
reached her second Test 
half-century off  99 balls 
with a drive off  Mady.

However, England’s 
persistence soon broke 
the 79-run stand off  155 
balls against the run of  
play. Issy, operating with 
supreme control, induced 
a faint outside edge from 
Smriti, as she fell 17 short 
of  a historic century after 
being caught neatly behind 
by a diving Amy Jones 
standing up to the stumps.

England also burned 
two unsuccessful reviews 
during the session - one for 
a caught-behind off  Smriti 
and another off  Deepti. Just 
as the session seemed to be 
closing out evenly, Mady 
tossed one up beautifully 
outside off, and lured Har-
manpreet into an expan-
sive drive before turning 
sharply through the gate to 
castle the skipper and give 
England more delight at the 
stroke of  tea break.

Wimbledon: Sinner stuns Djokovic to storm 

into second successive final at All-England
IANS

LONDON: World No. 1 and 
defending champion Jannik 
Sinner produced a clinical display 
to outclass seven-time winner 
Novak Djokovic 6-4, 6-4, 6-4 in the 
men’s singles semifinal at Centre 
Court in London on Friday, seal-
ing his place in the Wimbledon 
final with a dominant straight-
sets victory.

Sinner controlled the contest 
from the outset with a powerful 
and precise serving performance. 
The Italian fired 16 aces, commit-
ted no double faults, and won an 
impressive 88 per cent of  points 
on his first serve, leaving Djokovic 
with little opportunity to mount a 
comeback.

Although Sinner converted 

only three of  his 13 break-point 
chances, those breaks proved deci-
sive as he wrapped up all three 
sets by an identical 6-4 margin. 
Djokovic, seeded seventh, failed 
to convert his lone break-point 
opportunity of  the match.

The statistics underlined Sin-
ner’s dominance. He won 103 
points compared to Djokovic’s 81, 
claimed 41 receiving points to the 
Serbian’s 17, and was far more 
effective on second serve, winning 
62 per cent of  those points against 
Djokovic’s 41 per cent.

Djokovic managed eight aces 
but struggled with consistency, 
committing three double faults as 
he failed to reach another Wim-
bledon final.

The victory sends Sinner into 
the championship match, where 

he will aim to capture his maiden 
Wimbledon title after one of  the 
most commanding performances 
of  the tournament.

In the final, Sinner will meet 
Alexander Zverev, who continued 
his remarkable Grand Slam resur-
gence by ending British wildcard 
Arthur Fery's dream run with a 
commanding 7-6(0), 6-2, 6-4 victory 
earlier in the afternoon, booking 
his maiden final at the All Eng-
land Club and moving within 
one win of  a second consecutive 
Grand Slam title following his tri-
umph in Roland Garros.

The second seed delivered a 
strong performance on the Centre 
Court, quieting the home crowd 
after overcoming a tough chal-
lenge in the opening set from 
23-year-old Fery.

FIFA WC: 'Messi's god-gifted ability 
to change the game single-handedly 
makes him different,' says Robin Singh

IANS

NEW DELHI: Former 
India striker Robin Singh 
believes Lionel Messi pos-
sesses a 'god-gifted ability' 
that sets him apart from 
almost every footballer in 
history, saying the Argen-
tina captain's vision, intel-
ligence, and magic on the 
ball allow him to influence 
matches in ways few others 
can.

Messi has once again 
been at the heart of  Argen-
tina's FIFA World Cup 2026 
campaign, leading the 
defending champions into 
the quarterfinals with a 
string of  match-winning 
displays. The 39-year-old is 
the tournament's leading 
scorer and has continued 
to prove why he remains 
one of  football's greatest 
players.

For Robin, however, sta-
tistics alone cannot explain 
Messi's greatness.

"When you speak about 
Messi, we should all just 
be grateful that we have 
been blessed to watch him 
for 20 years. Two decades 
of  magic we have seen," 
Robin, who is part of  the 
Zee5 FIFA World Cup 2026 
expert panel, told IANS in 
an exclusive interview.

While acknowledging 
the long-running debate 
between Messi and Cris-
tiano Ronaldo, the former 
India international refused 
to separate the two leg-
ends. "I think there is no 

separation between Messi 
and Ronaldo. They are two 
unbelievably generational 
talents who have competed 
year after year. They are 
both equally unbelievable 
footballers."

According to Robin, 
Messi's extraordinary abil-
ity to decide games on his 
own makes him unique. 
"Messi is separated because 
of  his God-gifted ability to 
change the game single-
handedly. The magic that 
he can create on the ball 
and the vision that he has, 
thinking two steps ahead of  
everybody in his decision-
making process, just makes 
him very difficult to under-
stand," he said.

Robin believes that qual-

ity alone keeps Argentina 
among the favourites to 
defend their World Cup 
crown despite some incon-
sistent performances 
during the knockout 
rounds. "I have questions 
about Argentina moving 
forward after the last 
couple of  games, but you 
can never count out Argen-
tina when you have a Messi 
on your side," he added.

Argentina have relied 
heavily on their captain 
throughout the tourna-
ment, with Messi leading 
the scoring charts and pro-
ducing decisive moments 
as the South American 
giants continue their quest 
for back-to-back FIFA 
World Cup titles.
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Asian U-19 & U-23 Boxing: India assures 
six medals in U-23 men’s category

IANS

JAKARTA: India’s U-23 
men's boxers delivered a 
strong performance at the 
Asian U-19 & U-23 Boxing 
Championships, with six 
boxers advancing to the 
semifinals to assure medals 
following the quarterfinal 
bouts held on Friday in 
Jakarta.

Leading the charge, 
Asian champion Vishva-
nath (50kg) continued his 
dominant run with a con-
vincing 5:0 win over Saudi 
Arabia’s Ibrahim Aljohani. 
Ganga (55kg) matched that 
performance with a clini-
cal 5:0 victory against Viet-
nam’s Quang Loc Tran.

In the 65kg category, 
Vanshaj secured a solid 
4:1 win over Kazakhstan’s 
Assylkhan Kosherbay, 
while Hitesh (70kg) deliv-
ered a standout perfor-
mance, stopping Indone-
sia’s Radiyansyah via RSC 
in the first round.

Despite a few closely 

contested bouts, Aryan 
Malik (80kg) and Rocky 
Chaudhary (85kg) went 
down fighting in 4:1 and 
4:0 decisions, respectively, 
while Hemant Sangwan 
(90kg) lost to Uzbekistan’s 
Samir Sobirov by a 5:0 deci-
sion.

With these results, 
India has now assured six 
medals in the U-23 men’s 
competition, with the semi-
finalists including Vishva-
nath (50kg), Ganga (55kg), 
Vanshaj (65kg), Hitesh 
(70kg), Neeraj (75kg), and 
Ishan Kataria (+90kg).

India’s strong show-
ing in the men’s category 
underlines its depth and 
consistency across weight 
divisions, with multiple 
boxers now in contention 
for top honours.

The Asian U-19 & U-23 
Boxing Championships, 
being held in Jakarta from 
July 5 to July 16, continue 
to provide a key platform 
for India’s emerging talent 
to make its mark on the 

continental stage.
Earlier on Friday, 

India’s U-19 women's 
boxers continued their 
impressive run.

Leading the charge, 
Chandrika Bhoresh Pujari 
(51kg) delivered a dominant 
5:0 victory over Kazakh-
stan’s Zhadyra Kaltay, while 
Joyshree Devi (54kg) regis-
tered a convincing 5:0 win 
against Kazakhstan’s Maral 
Tolepbergen.

Prachi (57kg) continued 
her fine form with a clini-
cal 5:0 win over Uzbeki-
stan’s Robiya Ravsha-
nova, while Chahat (60kg) 
secured a comprehensive 
5:0 victory against Kazakh-
stan’s Zhasmin Abramyan.

In the 48kg category, 
Gunjan edged past Mon-
golia’s Altanzul Altanga-
das in a closely contested 
3:0 split decision, while 
Anshika (75kg) added to 
India’s medal tally with a 
hard-fought 4:1 win over 
Kazakhstan’s Altyngul 
Aimukhan.


