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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

Reviewed actions taken against the circulation of separat-
ist and anti-national books in educational institutions. 
Directed officials to ensure robust oversight so that no such 
literature finds its way into our schools and universities.

Manoj Sinha
@manojsinha_

“OUR GOAL IS TO MAKE THIS PILGRIMAGE A TRULY MEMORABLE EXPERIENCE FOR 
everyone and they have access to the best possible amenities. Safety, security and hassle-free darshan of Baba Barfani 
must remain our top priority. 

Tourism Key Driver, Govt 
To Address Sector Issues 
Urgently: CM Omar
Meets Travel, Tourism, Business Stakeholders; 
Assures Support For Sector’s Growth

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Tuesday 
met delegations representing 
the travel, tourism and busi-
ness sectors here at the Civil 
Secretariat and held detailed 
discussions on issues con-
cerning tourism promotion, 
business facilitation and the 
overall growth of  the econo-
my in Jammu and Kashmir.

A delegation comprising 
representatives of  leading 
travel and tourism asso-
ciations, including Irshad 
Ahmad (TAAI), Zahoor Qari, 
President SKÅL Internation-
al Kashmir; Burhan Misgar, 
Chairman Travel Agents 
Federation of  India (TAFI), 
and Waseem Goosani, Presi-
dent TASK, called on the 
Chief  Minister and apprised 
him of  various matters relat-
ing to the travel and tourism 
sector.

The delegation high-
lighted issues concerning 

the tourism industry, mea-
sures to further strengthen 
tourist inflow, ease of  travel, 
and initiatives required to 
sustain the momentum of  
tourism in J&K. They also 
shared suggestions aimed 
at improving visitor experi-
ence and enhancing Jammu 
and Kashmir’s position as a 
preferred tourist destination.

The Chief  Minister gave 
a patient hearing to the del-
egation and reiterated his 
government’s commitment 
to creating an enabling envi-
ronment for the tourism 
sector, recognising it as one 
of  the key drivers of  econom-
ic growth and employment in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

He assured the represen-
tatives that the concerns 
raised by them would be 
examined sympathetically 
and addressed in a time-
bound manner in coordi-
nation with the concerned 
departments.

Later, Tariq P-06

     Amarnath Yatra 

LG Sinha Chairs High-Level Meeting 
To Review Ongoing Amarnath Yatra
Directs Officials To Ensure Devotees Are Properly Registered, Well-Assisted By Officers 

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor  Manoj Sinha Tuesday 
chaired a high-level meeting to 
review  ongoing Amarnath Yatra.

The Lieutenant Governor 
directed the senior officials to 
ensure that devotees are prop-
erly registered and well-assist-
ed by officers on the ground.

“Our goal is to make this 
pilgrimage a truly memorable 
experience for everyone and 
they have access to the best pos-
sible amenities. Safety, security 
and hassle-free darshan of Baba 
Barfani must remain our top 

priority. Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
is a matter of  immense pride 
for us and is deeply intertwined 
with the aspirations and spiritu-
al consciousness of  our nation. 
It reflects India's enduring civili-
sational heritage and showcases 
the country's unique soft power 
to the world. This sacred yatra 
is a cherished tradition and also 
an integral part of  our national 
identity. Ensuring smooth, safe, 
and successful conduct of  Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra is our col-
lective resolve," the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor urged 
all stakeholders to work together 

in close coordination to make this 
year's Yatra truly historic and set 
a benchmark for spiritual tourism 
across the country.

“Such a collective effort can 
create a model that inspires 
similar pilgrimages nation-
wide,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
also appealed to all devotees to 
immerse themselves in the spiri-
tual bliss of this sacred journey 
to Lord Shiva's abode while expe-
riencing the warmth of local hos-
pitality and the richness of J&K's 
traditional arts and crafts.

“By supporting and promot-
ing local products, P-06

LG Orders Crackdown On 
'Anti-National' Material In 
Educational Institutions

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir administration on 
Tuesday ordered a comprehen-
sive audit of  universities, colleg-
es, schools and libraries across 
the Union Territory following 
the recovery of  books allegedly 
containing anti-national and 
separatist content, with Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj Sinha 
directing authorities to ensure 
that no such material finds place 
in educational institutions.

Chairing a high-level meet-
ing here, Sinha reviewed the 
action taken after the recovery 
of  the literature and instructed 
officials to put in place a robust 
mechanism to prevent the pro-
curement, circulation or avail-
ability of  books, journals, maga-
zines and other publications car-
rying anti-national, separatist 
or objectionable content in both 
government and P-06

Centre Posts Seven 
New IFS Officers To J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: The Ministry 
of  Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change has 
posted seven Indian Forest 
Service (IFS) officers of  
the 2024 batch to the Union 
Territory of  Jammu and 
Kashmir following the 
completion of  their on-
the-job training.

According to an office 
order issued by the Min-
istry on July 6, the offi-
cers, all belonging to the 
AGMUT cadre, have been 
assigned to various seg-
ments of  the cadre with 
immediate effect.

The officers posted to 
Jammu and Kashmir are 
Anubhav Jain, Anusha 
Koli, Aseem, Chandrab-
hushan, Navdeep Singh, 
Sana Fayaz and Shubham 
Kanoujia.

The remaining offi-
cers have been posted to 
other AGMUT segments, 
with Nagabhushana S 
and S. Sreeshan assigned 
to the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands, Chetak 
Dipak Sawant and Hao-
bijam Devshree Devi 
to Arunachal Pradesh, 
Keyur Bhoj to the Union 
Territory of  Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli and Daman 
and Diu, and Atul Tiwari 
to Goa.Travel Guides & 
Travelogues

The Ministry P-06

Search For Two LeT Terrorists 
Continuous In Shopian

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: The anti-terror-
ism operation to apprehend 
two home-grown Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) operatives entered 
its fourth day in south Kash-
mir’s Shopian district on 
Tuesday, with security per-
sonnel restarting the combing 
drive at daybreak following an 
overnight pause, according to 
official sources.

The pursuit recommenced 
early in the morning after 
being suspended during the 
night. The two terrorists 
were initially detected via 
surveillance cameras on July 
3 within a dense orchard in 
the Meemandar region, which 

spans across seven villages.
Officials stated that the 

cornered terroristas, iden-
tified as Latif  and Zakir, 
engaged the approach-
ing Army personnel with 
gunfire as the troops drew 
closer, leading to a retalia-
tory exchange.

To counter the challenges 
posed by the thick canopy, 
the Army’s specialized 
counter-insurgency wing, 
Victor Force, has rushed in 
additional reinforcements to 
seal every conceivable escape 
route through the orchard, 
while also deploying illumi-
nation measures to improve 
visibility in the area.

According to P-06

J&K Now Known For Development, Peace 
After Article 370 Abrogation: BJP President

AGENCIES

JAMMU: BJP president Nitin 
Nabin on Tuesday said Jammu 
and Kashmir has undergone a 
transformative change since the 
abrogation of  Article 370, assert-
ing that the Union Territory is 
now identified with development, 
peace and its rich cultural heri-
tage rather than conflict.

He said the BJP would dis-
charge its responsibilities both 
as a political organisation and 
as the principal opposition in 
Jammu and Kashmir by consis-
tently raising public issues.

"We know that after consider-
able effort and struggle, we suc-
ceeded in freeing Jammu and 
Kashmir from Article 370 (in 
August 2019), which has become 
a major catalyst for change in the 
lives of  the people here," the BJP 
president told reporters here.

"We can say that until a few 
years ago, Jammu and Kashmir 
was projected before the world in a 

very different light. Today, after the 
historic decisions taken by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, Jammu 
and Kashmir is seen as an integral 
part of India and as a region moving 
on the path of development, identi-
fied with peace and its rich cultural 
heritage," he said.

Nabin said the Modi govern-
ment has been consistently work-
ing to revive the region's rich 
heritage and culture and present 
it before the world.

"At the same time, the youth 
and women of Jammu and Kash-
mir, who were once viewed through 
a different lens, are now creating 
their own identity and achieving 
success through their hard work 
and determination," Nabin said.

He said the efforts made by 
the Centre to strengthen tour-
ism have certainly begun to 
reflect positively on the lives of  
the people.

"Likewise, the respect and 
opportunities extended to women 
under the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment have instilled a sense of  
dignity and self-confidence among 
the youth, women, and all sec-
tions of  society, inspiring them to 
contribute to the progress of  the 
Union Territory," he said.

Nabin said the BJP has an 
important role to play in Jammu 
and Kashmir, both as a respon-
sible opposition in the Union Ter-
ritory and through the party-led 
government at the Centre.

“In both capacities, P-06

CS Assesses Infra Projects To Be 
Taken-Up Under Urban Challenge Fund

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Tues-
day chaired a meet-
ing of  Housing & 
Urban Develop-
ment Department 
(H&UDD) to review 
the progress made 
in identification and 
shortlisting of  urban 
infrastructure proj-
ects proposed to be taken up 
under the Urban Challenge 
Fund (UCF) of  the Govern-
ment of  India.

The meeting attended by 
Commissioner Secretary, 
H&UDD; Municipal Com-
missioners and other HoDs 
deliberated upon the strat-
egy for positioning Jammu 
and Kashmir to effectively 
leverage the transformative 
funding mechanism aimed 
at accelerating sustainable 
urban development and 
regional economic growth.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of  preparing high-
quality and financially viable 

proposals, the Chief  Secre-
tary directed the concerned 
departments to ensure that 

all shortlisted projects are 
aligned with the guide-

lines of  the Urban 
Challenge Fund 
and are supported 
by robust feasibility 
studies, sustainable 
financing models 

and clear implemen-
tation strategies.

He stressed that the proj-
ects should not only address 
the immediate infrastructure 
needs of  urban centres but 
also create long-term econom-
ic opportunities, strengthen 
urban resilience, improve the 
quality of  life for citizens and 
promote environmentally sus-
tainable growth.

The Chief  Secretary fur-
ther underscored the need 
for coordination with the 
Ministry of  Housing and 
Urban Affairs to facilitate 
timely appraisal and approv-
al of  the proposed projects. 
He called upon all stakehold-
ers to P-06

Nature's Fury Hits Doda; Damages Homes, Buries Vehicles
Dr Jitendra Says Admin Taking All Possible Measures To Restore Damaged Infrastructure

SAJID RAINA

JAMMU: Flash floods trig-
gered by heavy rainfall 
wreaked havoc in the Thathri 
area of  Jammu’s Doda dis-
trict early Tuesday, damaging 
houses, shops and vehicles, 
blocking the Doda-Kishtwar 
National Highway (NH-244) 
and disrupting normal life.

The latest incident is the 
third flash flood to hit the 
twin districts of  Doda and 
Kishtwar in the past two days 
following incessant rainfall 
over the mountainous Chenab 
Valley region.

An official said that heavy 
rain lashed the upper reaches 
of  Thathri around 1.15 am, 
triggering flash floods that 
carried huge boulders, mud 
and debris into the town.

Several residential houses 
and commercial establish-
ments suffered partial damage 
after mudslides and debris 

engulfed the area.
A number of  vehicles 

parked along the roadside 
were buried under mud and 
rocks, while locals claimed 
that some vehicles were 
washed away into the Chenab 
River.

However, officials said 
the exact number of  affected 
vehicles and the overall extent 
of  the damage were yet to be 

assessed.
The flash floods also 

blocked the Doda-Kishtwar 
National Highway at Thathri 
after debris accumulated on 
the road, disrupting vehicular 
movement. Restoration of  the 
highway has been taken up on 
priority, officials said.

An official present in the 
affected area said the heavy 
rain began suddenly during 

the early hours, prompting 
security personnel to alert 
everyone immediately.

"After a short while, debris 
accumulated behind our 
building, piled onto the roof  
and broke through it, caus-
ing water to gush inside the 
barracks.  There has been no 
loss of  life or injuries. Govern-
ment property has suffered 
significant damage, but our 
weapons, ammunition and 
personnel are safe as they 
were evacuated in time," the 
official said.

He said rescue teams 
assisted local residents and 
were assessing the damage to 
determine the next course of  
action.

"The losses run into crores 
of  rupees. Massive boulders 
and heavy debris have rolled 
down from the hills, and clear-
ing them will take a long time. 
The road towards Kishtwar is 
likely to remain P-06

‘J&K Schools Run On A 
Single Teacher Thread’
Over 33,000 Students Trapped 
In Single-Teacher Schools

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR:  In a stark illustra-
tion of  the plaguing education 
sector of  Jammu and Kashmir, 
1,544 schools are being run by 
single teachers each wherein 
more than 33,537 students are 
enrolled.

The Union Territory is also 
functioning with 188 such 
schools that are having zero stu-
dent enrolments. Interestingly, 
87 teachers are still deployed to 
these empty institutions, drawing 
salaries while teaching no one.

According to the recent 
report released by the Depart-
ment of  School Education and 
Literacy for the Ministry of  
Education (MoE), there are 1544 
schools in Jammu and Kashmir 
that are functioning with single 
teachers.

Reports said that there are 
33,537 students enrolled in those 
1544 schools that are function-
ing with single teachers.

Furthermore, MoE has said 
that 87 teachers are P-06

Over 1 Lakh Devotees Visit 

Amarnath Shrine In 5 Days
Record 8,815 Pilgrims Leave Jammu In Sixth Batch; 
Over 28,000 Devotees Offer Prayers On Day 5

UMAISAR GULL GANIE

SRINAGAR: The annual 
Amarnath Yatra continued 
to witness an unprecedented 
surge in pilgrim turnout, with 
the total number of  devotees 
performing darshan at the 
holy cave shrine crossing the 
1.13 lakh mark within the first 
five days of  the pilgrimage. 
Meanwhile, a record 8,815 pil-
grims left Jammu on Tuesday 
in the sixth batch for the twin 
base camps.

Official figures available 
revealed that 28,035 pilgrims 
paid obeisance at the holy cave 
shrine on Tuesday, taking the 

total number of  devotees who 
have undertaken the pilgrim-
age since its commencement 
on July 3 to 1,13,814.

According to the offi-
cial data, 20,270 men, 7,053 
women, 284 children, 136 
sadhus, nine sadhvis, five 
transgender devotees and 
278 security personnel per-
formed darshan at the holy 
cave shrine on Tuesday.

The pilgrimage is witness-
ing one of  its biggest rushes 
in recent years, with thou-
sands of  devotees arriving 
daily through both the tra-
ditional Pahalgam route in 
Anantnag district P-06
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

          OFFICE OF THE LABOUR COMMISSIONER, J&K
Shram Bhawan-Railway Road, Jammu/Near General Bus Stand, Batamaloo Srinagar 

(Website: jklabourcomm.jk.gov.in | E-mail: lab.comm@jk.gov.in)
Subject:  Appointment of Supervisors in the Labour Department.
Ref:  I) Administrative Department's letter No. LE-Genl/63/2022-11 (7023733) dated 01.04.2026.
	 II)	J&K	Services	Selection	Board's	Notification	No.	09-Selection	of	2026	dated	16.02.2026	issued	vide	endorsement	

No.JKSSB-Scry/20/2025-06	(7731559)	dated	16.02.2026.

Order No. 119-LC of 2026 Dated:  02 .07.2026
As	recommended	by	the	J&K	Services	Selection	Board	vide	JKSSB-Scry/20/2025-06	(7731559)	dated	16.02.2026	and	its	approval 
conveyed by the Labour & Employment Department, Civil Secretariat, J&K vide letter No. LE-Genl/63/2022-11 (7023733) dated 
01.04.2026, sanction is hereby accorded to the temporary appointment of following candidates as Supervisors, with immediate effect, 
in	the	Pay	Level	2	(19900-63200),	in	whose	favour	satisfactory	verification	of	Character	and	Antecedents	report	has	been	received	from	
the Criminal Investigation Department vide Form numbers indicated against each:
S.No. Name of the Candidate Parentage Address Category Form No. (CID)

1 Nishant Raina Bansi Lai Raina Poonch City, Sher Khas- 185101 OM 155147	Dt:		19.05.2026

2 Anwar Sadat Qazi Mohd Azam Chanipora Payeen, Karnah, 
Kupwara-193225 OM/RBA 155154 Dt:  22.05.2026

3 Suhail Hassan Ghulam Hassan 
Sheikh

Khaipora, Khansahib, Budgam- 
191111 RBA 155693	Dt:		28.04.2026

4 Sanjeev Kumar Bhagat Bansilal Bhagat Keran Bantalab, Jammu-
North-181123 SC 155158 Dt:  21.05.2026

The	appointee(s)	shall	report	to	the	office	of	Labour	Commissioner,	J&K	Srinagar	within	a	period	of	21	days	from	the	date	of	issuance	of	
this appointment order. In case of failure of appointee(s) to join within the stipulated period, the appointment shall be deemed to have 
been cancelled without any further notice.
The	appointee(s)	shall	be	allowed	to	join	only	on	the	production	of	following	certificates	in	original:
1.	 Academic	Qualification	Certificates.	Matriculation/	Date	of	Birth	Certificate.
2.	 Health	Certificate	issued	by	concerned	Chief	Medical	Officer	(Physical	Fitness	Certificate).
3.	 Domicile	Certificate	issued	by	the	Competent	Authority.
4.	 Certificates	from	the	concerned	authorities	to	the	effect	that	no	loan	under	Self	Employment	Scheme	has	been	taken	by	the	

appointee(s).
5.	 Relevant	Category	Certificates	(in	case	of	candidates	belonging	to	reserved	categories).
The appointment of the above candidates as Supervisors shall further be subjected to the following terms and conditions:
1.	 The	appointee(s)	shall	furnish	an	undertaking	in	the	shape	of	an	affidavit	to	the	effect	that	if	on	verification	of	the	qualification	

certificates/DoB	Certificate	and	other	documents	(whichever	is	applicable)	from	the	concerned	issuing	authority	are	proved	
forged, false or fake, the appointee(s) shall have no claim for his appointment as Supervisor and the appointment shall be 
deemed to have been cancelled abinitio and the legal action as warranted under rules shall be initiated against him/her.

2. If the candidate(s) has taken loan for self-employment from DIC/Employment Department, to be ascertained from the District 
Industries	 Centre	 (DIC)	 and	 District	 Employment	 and	 Counselling	 Centre	 of	 the	 Domicile	 District,	 he	 shall	 relinquish	 the	
proprietorship of unit/enterprise and also stakes, if any, in such self-employment unit/enterprise before joining the Government 
Service.	He	shall	be	required	to	repay	the	entire	loan	liability/in	suitable	EMIs	to	be	worked	out	by	the	DDO	concerned	from	his	
salary.	DDO	concerned	shall	obtain	an	affidavit	from	the	concerned	appointee(s)	regarding	both	relinquishment	of	proprietorship	
and stakes, if any, in such a self-employment unit enterprise and recovery to be made and also personally monitor its recovery in 
terms of Circular No. 06-JK (GAD) of 2023 dated 06-02-2023 issued by the General Administration Department.

3. Salary of the appointee(s) shall not be drawn and disbursed to him/her unless satisfactory report in respect of genuineness of 
the	Qualification/DoB	Certificates	is	received	from	the	concerned	issuing	authority.

4. The appointee(s) shall be on probation for a period of 02 years.
5.	 The	appointment	of	the	above	candidate(s)	shall	be	governed	by	the	“New	Pension	Scheme”	as	per	SRO-400	of	2009	dated	

24th	December,	2009.
6. The inter-seniority of the appointee(s) shall be determined in accordance with the merit secured by the appointee(s) in the 

selection list prepared by the Services Selection Board.
7. The appointment of the candidate(s) shall be subject to the outcome of the writ petition(s), if any, pending before any competent 

court.
No.	LC/ESTT/14/2026-7	(E-7878279)		 Sd/-
Dated: 02.07.2026 Charandeep Singh, JKAS 
 Labour Commissioner, J&K

DIPK-2955-26
DT: 07/07/2026

Thathri Cloudburst

LG directs DC Doda for 
immediate relief to 
affected families

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
is closely monitoring 
the situation following 
a cloudburst in Thathri, 
Doda. He spoke to Deputy 
Commissioner Doda, 
Krishan Lal and directed 
him to ensure immedi-

ate relief  and assistance 
to the affected families 
and expedite restoration 
work.

In a post on X, the Lieu-
tenant Governor has said: 
"Spoke with the DC, Doda 
to assess the situation fol-
lowing the cloudburst in 
the Thathri region. While 
several houses and shops 

have suffered damage, 
fortunately, no casual-
ties or injuries have been 
reported.

I have directed the 
DC to ensure immediate 
relief  and assistance to 
the affected families and 
expedite restoration work, 
including the clearance of  
NH-244".

Mandeep Kaur reviews green 
campus initiatives at SKUAST-K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a strategic 
move to foster sustainable 
development and urban 
ecological balance, Com-
missioner Secretary, Hous-
ing and Urban Development 
Department, Mandeep 
Kaur, Tuesday visited the 
Sher-e-Kashmir University 
of  Agricultural Sciences 
and Technology of  Kash-
mir (SKUAST-K) to evaluate 
the University’s pioneering 
Green Campus initiatives.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary was accompanied by 
Commissioner, Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation 
(SMC), Faz Lul Haseeb. 
The delegation conducted 
an on-site inspection of  the 
university’s comprehen-
sive sustainability ecosys-
tem. The visit highlighted 
SKUAST-K's successful 
implementation of  a zero-
waste campus model, which 
included advanced rainwa-
ter harvesting systems, 
Sewage Treatment Plants 
(STPs) and plastic waste 
management protocols.

Following the tour, an 
exclusive meeting was con-
vened by Commissioner Sec-
retary with Vice Chancellor, 
SKUAST-K, Professor Nazir 

Ahmad Ganai, alongside 
senior officers from the 
university. The discussions 
centered on finalizing a 
comprehensive roadmap to 
further strengthen and scale 
these green campus objec-
tives, ensuring that the inte-
gration of  nature, resource 
conservation and technology 
remains at the forefront of  
the institution’s growth.

During the session, Man-
deep Kaur appreciated uni-
versity’s proactive approach 
towards environmental 
stewardship. She highlight-
ed the intent to replicate the 
successful green models, 
particularly water conser-
vation and waste recycling 
mechanisms, established 
at SKUAST-K across vari-
ous other government ini-
tiatives and public sector 
projects.

"The work being done 
here at SKUAST-K serves as 
a vital, replicable blueprint 

for our future urban plan-
ning. By integrating these 
scalable green practices 
such as effective STP man-
agement and comprehen-
sive plastic waste reduction 
into wider government proj-
ects, we aim to create more 
resilient, energy-efficient 
and environmentally con-
scious public spaces across 
the region”, maintained the 
Commissioner Secretary.

The University leader-
ship reaffirmed its com-
mitment towards provid-
ing technical expertise and 
knowledge support to the 
Urban Development Depart-
ment, ensuring a collabora-
tive effort in achieving long-
term sustainability goals. 
The roadmap discussed 
today marks a significant 
step towards institution-
alizing green governance 
and promoting sustainable 
development as a core pillar 
of  public infrastructure.

MLA Sonawari, DC 
B'pora review PMJVK 
implementation in district

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: MLA 
Sonawari, Hilal Akbar 
Lone, and Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Bandipora, 
Indu Kanwal Chib, Tuesday 
reviewed the implementa-
tion of  the Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Vikas Karyakaram 
(PMJVK) in the district 
and discussed the proposal 
for construction of  a new 
Community Health Centre 
(CHC) building at Sumbal 
under the scheme.

During the meeting, 
MLA Sonawari, emphasized 
the need for establishing a 
new Community Health 
Centre building at Sumbal 
to strengthen healthcare 
infrastructure and improve 
access to quality medi-
cal services for the people 
of  the area. He urged that 
the proposal be considered 
under PMJVK in view of  
the growing healthcare 
requirements of  the Sub-
Division.

It was informed that 
land for the proposed CHC 
building has already been 
identified. The Deputy Com-
missioner directed the con-
cerned officers to examine 
the feasibility of  the proj-

ect and verify that all pre-
scribed conditions under 
PMJVK are fulfilled.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed the Chief  
Medical Officer to get a pre-
liminary land feasibility 
assessment conducted in 
coordination with the con-
cerned engineering depart-
ments so that the proposal 
meets all required param-
eters before being taken 
forward under the scheme.

Among others, the meet-
ing was attended by Dis-
trict Programme Officer 
Poshan ICDS Bandipora, 
Chief  Planning Officer 
Bandipora, Chief  Medical 
Officer Bandipora, Chief  
Education Officer Bandi-
pora, nominated members 
of  the PMJVK District 
Level Committee, and 
other concerned officers.

13,300+ Accommodation Properties

MakeMyTrip Launches OneCircle, a 

Global Rewards Program
GMK NEWS NETWORK

GURUGRAM: MakeMy-
Trip Tuesday announced 
the launch of  OneCircle, 
a global rewards program 
built around the Indian trav-
eller, bringing together a col-
laborative network of 13,376 
accommodation properties 
including hotels and alter-
nate accommodations across 
1,002 cities worldwide (as of  
June 30, 2026) onto a single 
platform.

OneCircle launches at 
significant scale, covering 
868 cities across India, with 
over 12,330 accommodation 
properties in India under 
one rewards program. 
Internationally, the program 
extends to 1046 properties 

across 39 countries covering 
134 destinations, chosen for 
their salience to outbound 
Indian travel. Properties 
have been onboarded based 
on consumer ratings, on-
ground assessment by Make-
MyTrip's supply team, and 
their interest in joining the 
program.

OneCircle brings together 
a diverse mix of  accommo-
dation partners, ranging 
from independent hotels to 
homestays and villas, across 
luxury, premium, and budget 
segments. It offers travellers 
the flexibility to choose from 
a wide variety of  stays tai-
lored to their preferences 
and budgets. Travellers 
stand to earn a minimum of  
10% of their accommodation 

spend back as reward points 
on every booking, redeem-
able on their next stay any-
where in the network.

The program is weighted 
towards the non-metro mar-
kets driving India's domestic 
travel growth: three in four 
participating properties sit 
in Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities.  
Gurugram, Bengaluru, and 
Jaipur have emerged as the 
top cities by number of prop-
erties, while Maharashtra, 
Rajasthan, and Kerala lead 
by state footprint. The pro-
gram covers a wide range of  
destinations, from metros 
and business hubs to hill 
stations, beaches, spiritual 
centres, and offbeat get-
aways, across every price 
point from affordable stays 

to luxury hotels catering to 
both leisure and business 
travellers

Rajesh Magow, Execu-
tive Director & Group CEO, 
MakeMyTrip, said, "OneCir-
cle is built on a simple idea: 
every trip should be more 
rewarding for the travel-
ler, and every accommoda-
tion partner should have a 
way to turn that into lasting 
business. For travellers, that 
means earning real value 
on every stay at home or 
abroad. For our partners, 
it opens a new channel of  
demand and a way to build 
relationships with return-
ing guests.” Since its phased 
rollout, OneCircle has seen 
encouraging early traction 
with travellers.(PR)

DC Kupwara inaugurates PMV Awareness 

Programme on Branding, Marketing

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: The MSME 
Development & Facilita-
tion Office (DFO), Sri-
nagar, under the Ministry 
of  MSME, Government of  
India, in collaboration with 
the District Administration 
Kupwara, Tuesday orga-
nized a PM Vishwakarma 
Awareness Programme on 
Branding and Marketing at 
the Meeting Hall of  the D.C 
Office, Kupwara.

Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Kupwara, Shrikant 
Suse, inaugurated the pro-
gramme and was the chief  
guest on the occasion. The 
programme witnessed the 
participation of  officers 
from various departments, 
banking institutions, tech-
nical experts, and a large 
number of  artisans and 
beneficiaries under the PM 
Vishwakarma Scheme.

In his address, the DC 
appreciated the initiative 
of  the Ministry of  MSME 
and emphasized the impor-
tance of  empowering local 
artisans through capacity 

building, financial inclu-
sion, and modern market-
ing practices. He urged 
artisans to make full use 
of  government schemes 
and adopt innovative tech-
nologies to improve the 
competitiveness of  their 
products in national and 
international markets.

Joint Director, MSME 
DFO Jammu & Kashmir, 
Amit Kumar Tamaria, 
presented a comprehen-
sive overview of  the PM 
Vishwakarma Scheme 
and highlighted its imple-
mentation and progress 
in Jammu & Kashmir. He 
elaborated on the various 
benefits available under 
the scheme, including skill 
upgradation, toolkit incen-
tives, concessional credit, 
digital transactions, and 
marketing support for tra-

ditional artisans.
Earlier, Assistant Direc-

tor, Saheel Alaqband, 
highlighted the aims and 
objectives of  the awareness 
programme. He empha-
sized that the initiative was 
aimed at equipping tradi-
tional artisans and crafts-
people with the knowledge 
and skills required for 
effective branding, mar-
keting, product packaging, 
and business development 
to enhance their income 
and market reach.

During the techni-
cal session, Lead District 
Manager (LDM), Kupwara, 
delivered a detailed presen-
tation on credit facilitation 
and banking awareness, 
informing participants 
about financial assistance, 
loan facilities, and bank-
ing services available for 

artisans and micro enter-
prises.

Experts from various 
departments and institu-
tions conducted technical 
sessions on entrepreneur-
ship development and 
capacity building, prod-
uct packaging and brand-
ing, digital marketing and 
e-commerce, schemes 
available through the Dis-
trict Industries Centre for 
artisans, the importance of  
Udyam Registration, and 
the use of  artificial intelli-
gence for product branding 
and market promotion.

The programme con-
cluded with an interactive 
session during which par-
ticipants raised queries 
regarding various aspects 
of  the PM Vishwakarma 
Scheme and related gov-
ernment initiatives. The 
experts responded to the 
queries and encouraged 
artisans to take advantage 
of  the available support 
mechanisms for strength-
ening their enterprises 
and improving market 
access.

DC Budgam reviews progress of 
Transit Accommodation Project 
for PM Package Employees

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Budgam, 
Athar Aamir Khan, Tues-
day visited kakanmaran 
Budgam and conducted a 
comprehensive review of  
the progress of  the Tran-
sit Accommodation Project 
for PM Package/Migrant 
Employees of  District 
Budgam.

The project is aimed at 
providing modern residen-
tial accommodation for PM 
Package employees. The 
infrastructure comprises 
12 residential blocks with 
a total of  192 flats, along 
with one community hall 
and one dormitory, besides 
other essential amenities.

During his visit , the DC 
was accompanied by the 
Joint Director Planning, 
Budgam, Superintend-
ing Engineer, R&B and 
Hydraulic Circle Budgam, 
Executive Engineers of  the 
Roads & Buildings (R&B), 
Public Health Engineering 
(PHE) and Power Develop-
ment Department (PDD), 
representatives from the 
Relief  Department, and 
other concerned officers.

During the inspection, 
the officers briefed the DC 
about the physical prog-
ress of  the project and 
informed him that con-
struction work is progress-
ing at an accelerated pace.

O n - s i t e  t h e  D C 
inspected various com-
ponents of  the project 
and reviewed the quality 

and pace of  execution.
The DC was also briefed 

that project also includes a 
range of  allied works such 
as land levelling, security 
infrastructure, internal 
roads, approach roads, 
drainage network and pro-
tection works. The fencing 
wall of  transit accommo-
dation has been completed.

During the visit, the DC 
also reviewed the progress 
of  the water supply infra-
structure for the entire 
transit accommodation 
complex and directed the 
Superintending Engineer, 
Hydraulic Circle Budgam, 
to complete all pending 
water supply require-
ments within the shortest 
possible time to facilitate 
timely commissioning of  
the project.

The DC further direct-
ed the Mechanical Engi-
neering Department to 
commence work on the 
proposed Sewage Treat-
ment Plant (STP) at 
the earliest so that the 
required sanitation infra-
structure is established 
well before the comple-
tion of  the project.

The DC instructed all 
executing agencies to 
strictly adhere to the pre-
scribed timelines while 
maintaining the highest 
standards of  quality.  He 
stressed the need for close 
coordination among all 
departments to remove 
bottlenecks and ensure 
seamless execution of  the 
project.

DC Kulgam reviews implementation 
of SWM across District

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: De puty 
Commissioner Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam, Tuesday 
chaired a comprehensive 
review meeting to assess 
the implementation and 
progress of  Solid Waste 
Management (SWM) 
across the district.

During the meeting, the 
Deputy Commissioner con-
ducted a detailed review 
of  key components of  the 
Solid Waste Management 
programme, including 
door-to-door waste collec-
tion, segregation of  waste 
at source, collection of  
user charges, generation 
of  bills, and the overall 
operational status of  waste 
management infrastruc-
ture across the district.

The Chair stressed 
the need to ensure 100% 
door-to-door collection 
of  municipal solid waste, 
timely realization of  user 
charges, and system-
atic generation of  bills 
to improve the finan-
cial sustainability of  the 
Solid Waste Management 
system.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also reviewed the 
functioning of  trommel 

machines and Plastic 
Waste Management Plants 
established in the district. 
He directed the concerned 
officers to ensure that all 
facilities remain fully func-
tional and are operated 
efficiently for scientific 
processing and disposal of  
solid waste.

Emphasizing coordinated 
efforts, the Deputy Com-
missioner instructed all 
BDOs and Executive Offi-
cers to strengthen monitor-
ing mechanisms, address 
operational bottlenecks on 
priority, and ensure effective 
implementation of  the Solid 
Waste Management Rules 
in their respective jurisdic-
tions. He further directed 
that regular field inspections 
be conducted and progress 
be monitored to achieve 
improved sanitation and 
environmental sustainabil-
ity across the district.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner, Altaf  Ahmad Khan; 
Assistant Commissioner 
Development  Kulgam, Bilal 
Ahmad Kamgar; all Block 
Development Officers, Exec-
utive Officers  of  the Munic-
ipal Committees, and other 
concerned officers. 
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GOVERNMENT OF (U.T) JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI (PHE) DEPTT.
GROUND WATER DIVISION SRINAGAR

BAGHI-ALI-MARDAN, NOWSHARA SRINAGAR.
E-mail:-  hakeemmushtaq.75316@jk.gov.in | Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285

EXTENSION NOTICE 2ND.
OF RE-TENDER NOTICE/ CORRIGENDUM.

Subject:   Annual Maintenance Contract for Solar Based Pumping Unit With Allied Accessories installed  by the PHE Ground Water 
Division, Srinagar in Different Districts of Kashmir Valley.

Reference:	 1.	This	office	Re-Tender	Corrigendum	Notice	1st	issued	vide		endorsement	No:	JS-	PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp/2576-87,	
dated:	16-06-2026,	Bearing		Tender	ID	No.	2026_PHE_310539_2

	 2.	 	 This	 office	 e-NIT	No.	16/JS-PHE/GWDS/Mech.	 of	 2026-27,	 issued	 vide	 endorsement	No:	 JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/
Camp/1680-90,	dated:	19-05-2026,	Bearing	Tender	ID	No.	2026_PHE_310539_1.

Due	 to	“POOR	Response”	 for	 the	above	mentioned	works	advertised	vide	e-NIT	No.	and	Tender	 ID	No’s	under	 reference.	Which	was	
scheduled	to	be	downloaded	till	07-07-2026	Up-to	02:00	PM	are	extended	as	per	the	details	given	below:	-

S.No. Item Fresh Date
1. Period of submission of bids 15-07-2026 Up-to  01:00 PM
2. Date of opening of tenders 16-07-2026 01:00 PM

NOTE:
All	other	terms	and	conditions	shall	remain	same	as	laid	down	in	the	aforesaid	e-NIT	issued	vide	above	referred	endstt:	nos.
No:	-JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp./3896-907	 Sd/=
Dated:	07-07-2026.	 		Executive	Engineer
DIPK-2980-26	 		Jal	Shakti	(PHE)	Deptt.
DT:	07/07/2026	 Ground	Water	Division	Srinagar.

Chief of Army Staff 
calls on LG Manoj Sinha

CM reviews roadmap for revival of J&K 

Overseas Employment Corporation
Directs Employment deptt to unlock overseas employment opportunities for J&K youth

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  of  
Army Staff  General 
Dhiraj Seth on Tuesday 
called on Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha and 
reviewed the prevailing 
security situation in the 
Union Territory.

The meeting was held at 
Lok Bhavan here, an offi-
cial spokesperson said.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor and the Army Chief  
discussed the overall secu-
rity scenario in the region 
and reviewed the prevail-
ing situation, the spokes-
person said.

Click Here To Follow 

Our WhatsApp Channel
General Seth was 

accompanied by Balbir 
Singh, General Officer 

Commanding (GOC) of  the 
Chinar Corps, during the 
meeting, the spokesperson 
added.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Tues-
day chaired a high-level 
review meeting to assess 
the roadmap for the reviv-
al and operationalisation 
of  the Jammu & Kashmir 
Overseas Employment 
Corporation Limited 
(JKOECL) and reviewed 
J&K’s overseas recruit-
ment facilitation infra-
structure, with a focus on 
creating a robust institu-
tional framework to con-
nect J&K’s skilled youth 
with global employment 
opportunities.

The meeting reviewed 
the proposed strategy for 
reviving JKOECL as the 
government’s nodal recruit-
ment agency for facilitat-
ing safe, transparent and 
market-driven overseas 
employment. Discussions 
centred on strengthening 
institutional mechanisms, 
expanding international 
partnerships, enhancing 
skill development aligned 
with global standards, and 
establishing an integrated 
ecosystem to prepare youth 

for overseas careers.
A detailed presentation 

by Director Employment 
J&K Harvinder Singh out-
lined a phased roadmap for 
operationalising JKOECL, 
including the creation of  a 
digital overseas employment 
portal, partnerships with 
licensed recruiting agencies, 
foreign languages and inter-
national certification pro-
grammes, employer engage-
ment, counselling, pre-
departure orientation and 
post-placement support. The 
proposed framework seeks 
to position JKOECL as the 
nodal agency coordinating 
with the Ministry of  Exter-
nal Affairs, the Protector of  
Emigration, Indian Missions 
abroad, skill institutions and 

licensed recruiting agencies 
to ensure ethical, transpar-
ent and legally compliant 
overseas recruitment.

Protector of  Emigration, 
Chandigarh, Ministry of  
External Affairs, Yashu 
Deep Singh, also made a 
presentation on emigra-
tion trends from Jammu 
& Kashmir, the region’s 
contribution to overseas 
remittances, and employ-
ment opportunities avail-
able through India’s labour 
mobility agreements with 
several countries. He high-
lighted sector-wise demand 
for workers, emerging job 
roles in global markets, 
and key challenges affect-
ing overseas migration 
from J&K, including lim-

ited public awareness of  
legal migration channels, 
inadequate institutional 
outreach, dependence on 
unverified social media 
information, and the need 
to develop skills that meet 
international standards.

Reviewing the propos-
als, the Chief  Minister 
emphasised that the objec-
tive should not merely be to 
facilitate migration but to 
prepare a globally competi-
tive workforce.

“We should not only 
send people abroad; we 
should send skilled people 
there. Our focus should be 
on skilling,” he said.

The Chief  Minister 
directed the concerned 
departments to prepare 
a time-bound implemen-
tation plan and convert 
the proposed pillars into 
clearly defined, actionable 
outcomes. He also called 
for adopting best prac-
tices from states such as 
Kerala and Tamil Nadu, 
which have successfully 
institutionalised overseas 
employment facilitation.

Emphasising long-
term sustainability, Omar 

Abdullah directed that the 
forthcoming Industrial 
Policy should provide for 
the establishment of  skill 
development and training 
institutes to nurture an 
ecosystem capable of  meet-
ing international work-
force requirements. He 
also stressed the need for a 
complementary industrial 
policy that encourages 
greater private sector par-
ticipation in skill develop-
ment and employment 
generation.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Minister for Educa-
tion Sakina Itoo, Chief  
Secretary Atal Dulloo, 
Additional Chief  Secre-
tary to the Chief  Minister 
Dheeraj Gupta, Additional 
Chief  Secretary Finance 
Shailendra Kumar, Com-
missioner Secretary School 
Education Ram Niwas 
Sharma, Secretary Labour 
& Employment Rajiv 
Ranjan, Protector of  Emi-
gration, Chandigarh, Min-
istry of  External Affairs, 
Yashu Deep Singh, Direc-
tor Employment, Director 
Skill Development and 
other senior officers.

Dy CM inaugurates Rs 2.49 cr 

conference hall at PWD Dak 

Bungalow, Nowshera
Assesses development works, holds public outreach programme

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NOWSHERA: Deputy 
Chief  Minister Surinder 
Choudhary Tuesday inau-
gurated the newly con-
structed conference hall 
at the PWD Dak Bungalow 
in Nowshera, built at a cost 
of  Rs 2.49 crore.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Deputy Chief  
Minister said that the new 
facility will strengthen 
the administrative infra-
structure of  the area by 
providing a modern venue 
for official meetings, con-
ferences and public inter-
actions. He reiterated the 
government’s commitment 
towards creating quality 
public assets that enhance 
governance and improve 
the public service delivery.

Addressing the gather-
ing of  local residents, the 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
highlighted the govern-
ment’s focus on inclusive 
and people-centric devel-
opment. He said that infra-
structure development 
remains a key priority and 
every effort is being made 
to ensure that developmen-
tal projects are completed 
within the stipulated time-

frame while maintaining 
the highest standards of  
quality.

Earlier, the Deputy Chief  
Minister undertook an 
extensive inspection of vari-
ous ongoing developmental 
works across the Nowshera 
constituency, including 
road, bridge and other 
infrastructure projects. He 
reviewed the progress of  the 
works and directed the con-
cerned officers to expedite 
execution while ensuring 
transparency, quality and 
adherence to the prescribed 
timelines.

He emphasized that 
timely completion of  
public projects is essen-
tial to provide better con-
nectivity, improved civic 

amenities and enhanced 
quality of  life to the people.

The Deputy Chief  Min-
ister also held a detailed 
public outreach pro-
gramme during which he 
interacted with the local 
residents, public represen-
tatives and various delega-
tions. He assured them that 
all their genuine issues 
would be addressed on pri-
ority through coordinated 
efforts of  the concerned 
departments.

Among those present 
were Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Nowshera, 
Superintending Engineer 
PWD, Executive Engineers 
and other senior officers of  
the district administration 
and line departments.

Javid Dar Reviews Land Acquisition 
Cases for Rohama-Ladoora Road Project

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Minis-
ter for Agriculture Pro-
duction, Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayati Raj, 
Cooperative and Election 
Department, Javid Ahmad 
Dar, Tuesday chaired a 
review meeting at Baram-
ulla, to assess the cases 
of  26 families whose resi-
dential and commercial 
structures are likely to be 
affected by the alignment 
of  the Rohama–Ladoora 
road project.

The meeting was 
attended by the Deputy 
Commissioner Baram-
ulla, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Baramulla, 
Assistant Commissioner 
Revenue, Tehsildars, con-
cerned Executive Engineer 
and other senior officers.

The Minister conduct-
ed a detailed review of  
the status of  the affected 
structures and the prog-
ress made in the assess-
ment process. Stressing the 
need for a fair, transparent 
and time-bound approach, 

Javid Ahmad Dar directed 
the concerned officers to 
conduct an on-the-spot 
inspection and complete 
the valuation of  all affected 
structures at the earliest.

The Minister further 
instructed the Revenue 
authorities to verify the 
land status of  each affect-
ed property to ensure that 
all eligible families receive 
adequate compensation 
strictly in accordance with 
the established rules and 
provisions.

Emphasising the gov-
ernment's commitment to 
safeguard the interests of  
the affected families, the 
Minister said that develop-
mental projects should be 
implemented in a manner 
that balances infrastruc-
ture development with 

the welfare and rights of  
the people. He directed the 
district administration to 
expedite the necessary for-
malities so that compensa-
tion cases are processed 
without unnecessary delay.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner Baramulla assured 
the Minister that the 
district administration 
is taking all necessary 
measures to complete 
the required assessments 
and procedural formali-
ties promptly. He further 
assured that every genu-
ine case will be dealt with 
fairly and that all eligible 
beneficiaries will receive 
compensation in accor-
dance with the applicable 
norms, ensuring that no 
affected family suffers 
undue hardship.

Army Chief General Dhiraj Seth 

calls on CM Omar  in Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief of Army 
Staff, General Dhiraj Seth, 
Tuesday called on Chief  
Minister Omar Abdullah at 
his residence here.

General Seth was 
accompanied by Gen-
eral Officer Command-
ing (GOC), Chinar Corps, 
Lieutenant General Balbir 
Singh, along with other 
senior Army officers.

The meeting was held 

as a courtesy call following 
General Seth’s assumption 
of charge as the Chief of  the 
Army Staff  on June 30.

The Chief  Minister 

extended his best wishes to 
General Seth on taking over 
the prestigious appointment 
and wished him success in 
his new responsibilities.

Min Rana listens to public grievances, 
assures swift disposal of representations

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology 
& Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana, 
Tuesday met several public 
delegations and individuals at 
Srinagar and listened to their 
issues and demands pertain-
ing to the Jal Shakti, Forest, 
Ecology & Environment and 
Tribal Affairs departments.

The delegations, rep-
resenting different areas, 
apprised the Minister of  
various public issues requir-
ing immediate attention. 
They also projected several 
developmental demands and 
sought timely intervention 

for the resolution of  matters.
The Minister gave a patient 

hearing to all the deputations 
and individuals, assuring 
them that every genuine issue 
would be examined on merit 
and addressed in a transpar-
ent and time-bound manner. 
He reiterated that the gov-
ernment, under the leader-
ship of  Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah, remains steadfast 
in its commitment to provide 
efficient public services and 
ensuring that developmental 
benefits reach every section 
of  society.

Javed Rana directed 
the concerned officers to 
promptly process the repre-
sentations received during 

the interaction and ensure 
their swift disposal. He 
stressed the need for main-
taining close coordination 
with the field functionaries 
so that public grievances 
are resolved efficiently and 
without unnecessary delay.

The Minister emphasized 
that regular interaction with 
the people is vital for respon-
sive governance and enables 
the Government to identify 
local issues, assess develop-
mental priorities and deliver 
effective solutions at the grass-
roots level. He reaffirmed that 
public outreach and timely 
grievance redressal will con-
tinue to remain among the 
government's key priorities.

Petitions Committee reviews 
food adulteration cases, calls 
for stringent enforcement

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Com-
mittee on Petitions of  the 
Jammu and Kashmir Leg-
islative Assembly, under the 
Chairmanship of  Peerzada 
Farooq Ahmad Shah, Tues-
day examined the petitions 
pertaining to the adultera-
tion of  essential food com-
modities in the Union Ter-
ritory of  Jammu and Kash-
mir and the Action Taken 
Report thereof.

The Committee also 

reviewed a petition regard-
ing the appointment and 
confirmation of  a Lumber-
dar in Porwara, Chadoora.

Legislators Mir Moham-
mad Fayaz, Javaid Riyaz 
(Bedar), Dr Sajjad Shafi 
along with Secretary JKLA 
Manoj Kumar Pandit, Com-
missioner FDA J&K Khalid 
Jahangir, Joint Commis-
sioner Food Safety, State 
Drug Controller, ADCs Sri-
nagar, Budgam and Baram-
ulla along with other senior 
officers from the concerned 
departments were present 
in the meeting.

During the meeting, the 
officers of  the Drug and 
Food Control Organization 
presented a detailed brief-
ing on the functioning of  
the department, its man-
date under the relevant 
laws and rules, inspection 
drives conducted across 
the Union Territory, 
enforcement measures, 
action taken against viola-
tors and penalties imposed 
to curb the sale of  adulter-
ated food and substandard 
drugs.

The Chairman stressed 
the need for greater inter-
departmental coordination 
to effectively tackle the 
menace of  food adultera-
tion. He also emphasized 
the importance of intensify-
ing Information, Education 
and Communication (IEC) 
initiatives to create public 
awareness regarding food 
safety, quality standards 
and consumer rights.

Underscoring that the 
Drug and Food Control 
Organization is directly 

concerned with the pro-
tection of  human life and 
public health, the Chairman 
called for stringent enforce-
ment of  the law to eliminate 
the adulteration of  essen-
tial food commodities. He 
directed the department 
to take strict and effective 
action against all violators 
and ensure that no compro-
mise is made with public 
safety.

The Chairman instruct-
ed the department to 
maintain strict vigilance 
over the sale of  medicinal 
drugs without valid medi-
cal prescriptions and to 
strengthen monitoring and 
enforcement mechanisms 
to prevent their unauthor-
ized sale.

While discussing the peti-
tion regarding the appoint-
ment and confirmation of  
a Lumberdar in Porwara 
(Chadoora), the Commit-
tee directed the concerned 
officers to complete the 
appointment process within 
one week and submit a com-
pliance report to the Com-
mittee positively.

Amarnath Yatra

Div Com Jammu inspects facilities for the 

Pilgrims for comfortable, safe stay
GMK NEWS NETWORK

UDHAMPUR: Divisional 
Commissioner Jammu, 
Ramesh Kumar Tuesday 
reviewed the arrange-
ments for pilgrims under-
taking Shri Amarnath Ji 
Yatra-2026 at Yatra camp 
Chanderkote in Ramban 
and different Lodgement 
centres in Udhampur.

Deputy Commissioner 
Udhampur, Minga Sherpa 
and Deputy Commission-
er Ramban, Mohammad 
Alyas Khan accompanied 
the Divisional Commis-
sioner during the visit.

At Ramban, Division-
al Commissioner con-
ducted a thorough tour 
at the Chanderkote Yatra 
Camp. He inspected vari-

ous facilities and services 
being provided to the pil-
grims during their stay at 
the camp including food, 
sanitation, drinking water 
supply, power supply, 
medical facilities and secu-
rity arrangements.  He also 
reviewed food safety mea-
sures at the langar sites.

The Div Com directed 
the concerned officers for 
providing the best quality 
of  services to all the Yatris.

Deputy Commissioner 
Ramban, Mohammad 
Alyas Khan, briefed the 
Divisional Commissioner 
about the comprehensive 
arrangements put in place 
for the convenience, safety, 
and welfare of  pilgrims 
undertaking the annual 
holy pilgrimage.

At Udhampur, the Divi-
sional Commissioner visited 
various lodgement centres 
and Langar sites established 
along the National Highway 
to review the facilities and 
essential services being pro-
vided to the pilgrims.

The Div Com assessed 
the accommodation facili-
ties and other basic ame-
nities being extended to 
the Yatris while inspect-
ing sanitation, drinking 
water, electricity, health-
care, security and overall 
cleanliness to ensure the 
comfort, safety and well-
being of  the pilgrims.

He also interacted with 
the Yatris to obtain first-
hand feedback on the ser-
vices being provided. The 
pilgrims expressed satis-

faction with the arrange-
ments made by the District 
Administration and appre-
ciated the well-maintained 
lodgement centres, effi-
cient civic services and the 
warm hospitality extended 
to them during their stay.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner directed the District 
Administrations to ensure 
the uninterrupted availabil-
ity of  all essential services 
at the lodgement centres 
and langer sites throughout 
the Yatra period. He empha-
sized the need to maintain 
high standards of  cleanli-
ness, prompt service deliv-
ery and effective coordina-
tion among all stakeholder 
departments to facilitate a 
safe, smooth and hassle-free 
pilgrimage.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Why Getting It Right In 
The Classroom Matters

T
he recent decision by the Directorate of 
School Education Jammu to audit books 
and learning materials across govern-
ment schools, private academies, and 
coaching centers is a breath of fresh air. 

To be honest, it’s a move that probably should 
have happened a long time ago. Classrooms are 
supposed to be safe, inspiring spaces where 
kids learn to ask big questions, explore new 
ideas, and figure out the world. The books we 
hand them should spark curiosity, bring people 
together, and build a sense of community, not 
drive a wedge between us.
The recent backlash over controversial and divi-
sive content in school textbooks pulled back 
the curtain on some pretty serious flaws in how 
we approve educational materials. Whether this 
was a case of rushed deadlines, pure oversight, 
or people just not paying attention, it’s a loud 
wake-up call. We absolutely need stricter, smart-
er checks before any publication ever makes it 
onto a student's desk or a library shelf.
The Directorate's new timeline for schools to 
review their shelves and report back is a solid 
start. By making it clear that dragging their feet 
or being careless won't fly, leadership is finally 
sending the right message: our kids' education 
isn't something to take lightly. But let's be real, 
reacting only after people get upset isn't a long-
term strategy. What we actually need is a reli-
able, permanent system that stops these mis-
takes before they happen. The Big Shift: We need 
to move away from putting out fires and start 
focusing on genuine, long-term quality control.
To build a system that actually lasts, we should 
bring the right people to the table, On-the-ground 
teachers who actually know what clicks in a real 
classroom. Subject-matter experts who can dou-
ble-check the facts and ensure a balanced view. 
Child development pros who understand what is 
actually age-appropriate. It’s great that the govern-
ment moved fast to pull the books, suspend the 
responsible officials, and start an investigation. But 
true progress isn't just about handing out penal-
ties. It’s about building a better safety net for our 
students moving forward.
At the end of the day, education is about so much 
more than just acing exams and getting good 
grades. It shapes who our kids become, what 
they value, and how they view the world around 
them. Every single book a student opens should 
inspire them to learn, teach them to think criti-
cally, and foster respect for the values that hold 
our communities together.
This review shouldn't be treated as just another 
boring piece of administrative paperwork to file 
away. It is a golden opportunity to build an education 
system that is transparent, dependable, and genu-
inely trusted by parents, teachers, and students alike.

Death Of Universities – A Very Old Story
BHABANI SHANKAR NAYAK

H
uman beings and their soci-
eties established universities 
and institutions of  higher 
learning to challenge ortho-
dox knowledge, advance new 

discoveries, and overcome the pressing 
challenges of  their time. Social, econom-
ic, and political necessities, along with 
human curiosity, formed the foundations 
upon which these centers of  higher learn-
ing were built. They were designed to pro-
duce knowledge and skills tailored to the 
specific needs of  their people, places, and 
historical contexts.

The production of  new, secular, and 
scientific knowledge has frequently chal-
lenged both ruling and non-ruling elites. 
It has called into question reactionary tra-
ditional and religious values and exposed 
the blind beliefs prevalent across differ-
ent societies worldwide. At its core, the 
pursuit of  secular and scientific knowl-
edge—achieved by questioning established 
doctrines and power structures—has been 
central to deepening democratization and 
promoting the decolonization of  minds and 
the body politic.

In their daily operations, universities 
have pursued the twin objectives of  educa-
tion for essence (self-realisation with every-
day needs ) and education for emancipation 
(social, economic and political liberation 
from conditions of  feudalism, patriarchy, 
colonialism, capitalism and imperialism, 
conditions of  poverty, exploitation and 
inequalities ). Students and staff  engage 
in producing knowledge and skills that are 
essential not only for individual flourish-
ing but also for societal progress. Simulta-
neously, they cultivate radical ideas that 
generate critical consciousness, enabling 
people to overcome predatory ideologies per-
petuated by religious and governing elites. 
Thus, universities function as open spaces 
for creating, developing, and disseminating 
knowledge to empower people and their soci-
eties. The freedoms to learn, read, research, 
teach, write, publish, and reject or advance 
diverse ideas are crucial activities. These 
freedoms shape young minds, steer the state 
and societies toward scientific progress, and 
ultimately threaten the dominance of  all 
ruling and non ruling elites.

Collective foundation, collective purpose, 
and collective search for new knowledge are 
the three core tenets of  every university 
and institution of  higher learning. There 
can be no individual pursuit of  knowledge 
without its collective foundations, whether 

it is in the natural sciences, social scienc-
es, or humanities. However, this collective 
foundation—and the institutions that pro-
duce knowledge—has begun to erode. With 
the growth of  institutions established by 
religious denominations, monasteries. pri-
vate corporations, and their funding agen-
cies, and as states and governments have 
increasingly shaped universities, research, 
researchers, and the research environment 
have been domesticated to serve the inter-
ests of  governing elites.

The marketisation of  research, educa-
tion, learning, and teaching delivers the 
final blow to the idea of  the university as 
a free space for producing ideas, skills, and 
knowledge with a genuine social purpose. 
The rise and consolidation of  managerialism 
in higher education has sealed the fate—
and the very purpose—of  higher education. 
The majority of  universities now function 
as teaching factories, disseminating more 
information than producing new ideas and 
skills for the greater social good. There 
is a lack of  research-led teaching and of  
teachers who practice it, alongside a defi-
cit of  critical curricula capable of  develop-
ing critical scholars and citizens who can 
question power to bring about emancipa-
tory social and political transformation. 
Mickey-Mouse employability schemes and 
hubs have replaced the critical skills essen-
tial for innovation in the workplace and in 
life. This profit-seeking marketisation and 
managerialism has ruined higher education, 
where profit now overrides the true purpose 
of  education, learning, and teaching. More-
over, marketisation and managerialism are 
central to the commodification of  educa-
tion—reducing it to a product sold for profit 
at the expense of  people and the planet.

Such standardisation of  higher educa-
tion has led managers to create a culture 
of  compliance tailored to the needs and 
requirements of  the ruling and non ruling 
elites. There is no space for questioning 
within standardised and compliant prac-
tices, carried out in the name of  quality con-
trol, which ultimately serves as a means of  
domesticating higher education in the name 
of  pursuing ‘self’ learning’ and ‘quality con-
trol’. Self  learning is no learning. One only 
learns with peers which makes learning a 
collective activity and create collective foun-
dations of  knowledge that the managers are 
working overtime to dismantle it.

The managers, who have never taught 
a class or written a page of  research, now 
preach about quality teaching and quality 
research. In reality, this translates into run-
ning a standardised product—a standardised 
curriculum—like a machine. It lacks creativ-
ity, innovation, and any radical teaching or 
learning approach that promotes critical 
thinking, which is essential for producing new 
knowledge to overcome the multiple crises 
confronting contemporary societies world-
wide. People are made to believe in education 
for employability, yet the tick-box exercise of  
employability and its standardisation actively 
destroys the critical skills necessary for new 
discoveries and innovation with a social pur-
pose—skills that enable individuals and their 
communities to flourish.

Vice Chancellors, their deputies, associ-
ates anad assistants, principals, deans, and 
heads of  departments have become preda-
tory managers, sucking the remaining life 
and blood out of  educational systems. These 
overpaid visionless predators can award 
themselves professorial titles and inflate 
the volume and size of  their salaries and 

bonuses, yet they lack any credentials to lead 
higher education toward a social, political, 
and economic purpose of  change and trans-
formation—one that upholds individual 
freedom and dignity while promoting demo-
cratic, diverse, decolonial and decarbonised 
knowledge traditions that questions every 
form of  domination and its praxis.

These predatory managers of  higher edu-
cation are agents of  both ruling and non 
ruling elites, working overtime to destroy 
higher education and its collective founda-
tions in their pursuit of  profit, operating 
universities and institutions of  higher learn-
ing like sausage factories. These anti social, 
arrogant managers, along with their culture 
of  marketisation, managerialism, and stan-
dardisation of  education, need to be exposed 
and defeated. This is a basic necessity for 
the survival of  universities and their collec-
tive foundations, so that they can once again 
produce and disseminate new knowledge in 
pursuit of  peace, progress, and prosperity 
of  human civilisation, the animal world, and 
the planet.

Therefore, the present crisis facing 
universities and institutions of  higher 
learning has a longer history, and it can 
be resolved only if  we understand the roots 
of  these crises confronting teachers and 
students in their endeavour to produce and 
disseminate new knowledge with social 
purpose. Addressing the symptoms will 
not work and will not change anything; it 
would provide only temporary relief  which 
continues the slow death of  universities.

The only way to revive the idea of  the 
university is to revive the collective founda-
tions of  education and knowledge, where 
freedom to read, research, and write without 
any form of  control is central to produc-
ing new knowledge. The market, the state, 
governments, corporations, religious forces, 
and their managers should not decide the 
nature and character of  higher education or 
its everyday operations within and beyond 
universities. There is absolutely no doubt 
in my mind that higher education and its 
collective foundations will flourish if  work-
ing people can fight for a collective founda-
tion of  educational system. This is the only 
short-term and long-term solution. There is 
no other alternative to rely upon. Collective 
education, a collective educational system, 
and collective knowledge for a collective pur-
pose: that is the only alternative.

Bhabani Shankar Nayak works as Pro-
fessor of  Business Management, Guildhall 
School of  Business and Law, London Met-

ropolitan University, UK.

Kashmir's Premium Fruits Are Winning Global Markets
The maiden export of  premium Areko cherries and Scentrose plums from Kashmir to the UAE marks a 

shift in India’s horticulture landscape—where Kashmir’s orchards are steadily finding space in premium 
global retail chains, driven by scientific farming, better logistics, and sustained institutional support.

SEHREENA MAQBOOL

O
n a crisp summer 
morning in the 
orchards of  Shopian 
and Pulwama, rows of  
cherry and plum trees 

glisten under the Himalayan sun. 
For generations, these fruits have 
been part of  Kashmir’s agricul-
tural identity—harvested, packed, 
and sold in nearby mandis or 
transported to metropolitan mar-
kets across India.

This year, a consignment qui-
etly marked a shift in that long-
standing pattern. Premium Areko 
cherries and Scentrose plums, 
sourced from orchards in South 
Kashmir, were airlifted to the 
United Arab Emirates, destined for 
the shelves of  Lulu Hypermarket 
in Abu Dhabi and Dubai.

The shipment, facilitated by the 
Agricultural and Processed Food 
Products Export Development 
Authority (APEDA), was dispatched 
on July 4. For the first time, these 
specific premium fruit varieties 
from Kashmir entered a structured 
export channel into one of  the most 
competitive and quality-sensitive 
fresh produce markets in the world.

Changing Landscape
Jammu & Kashmir has long 

been known as India’s fruit bowl 
for temperate horticulture, with 
apples traditionally dominating its 
agricultural economy. But beneath 
that familiar identity, a quiet trans-
formation has been underway.

Over the past decade, farmers in 
districts such as Shopian, Pulwa-
ma, Baramulla, and Budgam have 
increasingly adopted high-density 
plantation systems, scientific prun-
ing, controlled irrigation, and 
integrated nutrient management 
practices. These changes have not 
only improved yields but have also 
significantly enhanced fruit quality.

Areko cherries is a new gen-
eration of  European sweet cherry 
varieties cultivated under Kash-
mir’s unique agro-climatic con-
ditions. The variety is known for 
its deep red colour, large size, 
firm texture, and high sweetness 
levels, making it suitable for long-
distance air freight.

Similarly, Scentrose plums have 
an aromatic profile, and balanced 
sweet-tart flavour. Their ability to 
retain firmness during transport 
makes them particularly suitable 
for export-oriented cultivation.

Together, these fruits reflect 
a shift from volume-based horti-
culture to quality-driven, value-
oriented production systems.

Gradual Transformation
For decades, Kashmir’s hor-

ticulture sector has been largely 
dependent on domestic markets, 
with limited exposure to struc-
tured exports of  fresh fruits. High 
perishability, fragmented supply 
chains, and lack of  export-grade 
infrastructure often restricted 
global competitiveness.

The recent shipment indi-
cates that this gap is beginning 
to narrow.

If  the recent shipment to the 
UAE signals a turning point, a 
key driver of  this transforma-
tion has been the Agricultural 
and Processed Food Products 
Export Development Authority 
(APEDA), which established its 
Regional Office in Srinagar in 
2021. APEDA has worked closely 
with the authorities and Farmer 
Producer Organizations (FPOs), 
exporters, and logistics partners to 
strengthen the entire value chain 
from orchard to overseas market.

Many growers in the region, 
despite producing high-quality 
fruits, had limited exposure to 
international standards such 
as Good Agricultural Practices 
(GAP), phytosanitary require-
ments, and export-grade grading 
and packaging protocols.

APEDA’s interventions included 
training programs for farmers and 
FPOs, workshops on post-harvest 
management, and guidance on export 
documentation and compliance.

A key attention was given to fill-
ing infrastructure gaps. Packhouses, 
cold-chain facilities, and pre-cooling 
systems are critical for perishable 
commodities like cherries and plums.

A Series of  Early Export 
Milestones

In recent years, shipments of  
fresh cherries, apples, walnuts, 
saffron, and other horticultural 

products have reached destina-
tions in the United Arab Emir-
ates, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar, 
Bahrain, and the UK.

These early consignments 
played an important role in estab-
lishing buyer confidence and dem-
onstrating Kashmir's produce. 
APEDA also organized buyer-
seller meets, reverse buyer-seller 
delegations, and participation in 
international trade fairs.

According to Abhishek Dev, 
Chairman, APEDA, strengthen-
ing India’s fresh produce exports 
requires sustained investment 
in quality, infrastructure, and 
market development, especially 
for Jammu & Kashmir.

APEDA's focus remains on 
enabling farmers to access premium 
markets through improved produc-
tion practices, efficient logistics, and 
better integration with global supply 
chains, Dev added.

Adding to this, Ms. Sehreena 
Maqbool, Regional Head, APEDA, 
Jammu and Kashmir said the 
latest shipment reflects the steady 
progress on how transformation 
underway in Kashmir’s horti-
culture sector is not limited to a 
single export event but is the result 
of  continuous engagement with 
growers and stakeholders.

The focus has been on building 
an ecosystem where farmers can 
consistently produce export-qual-
ity fruits by adopting scientific cul-
tivation practices, improving post-
harvest handling, and ensuring 
strict adherence to international 
standards, she added.

The Challenge
Experts suggest the challenge 

in Kashmir’s horticultural exports 
lies in maintaining an uninter-
rupted cold chain. Cherries and 
plums are highly perishable, and 
even minor delays or temperature 
fluctuations during handling, stor-
age, or transportation can signifi-
cantly impact quality. This makes 
coordination between growers, 
packhouses, transporters, and air 
cargo operators essential.

APEDA’s role in coordination 
becomes critical in ensuring export 
consignments reach their destina-
tion without any possible damage.

The export of  Areko cher-
ries and Scentrose plums to the 
United Arab Emirates is more 
than a standalone trade event as it 
reflects a gradual but meaningful 
shift in how Jammu & Kashmir’s 
horticulture sector is positioning 
itself  in global markets.

For thousands of  orchardists 
across Shopian, Pulwama, Baram-
ulla, and other fruit-growing belts, 
the transition reflects that the pre-
mium export markets can signifi-
cantly improve price realization.

Impact for Growers
The export initiative is expected 

to significantly benefit farmers by 
providing access to premium inter-
national markets and ensuring better 
price realisation. Growers associated 
with the export supply chain realised 
nearly 60 per cent higher returns for 
cherries and 120 per cent higher 
returns for plums compared to pre-
vailing domestic market prices

For growers, the most immediate 
benefit of  export-led horticulture 
is better price discovery. Premium 
cherries and plums that meet export 
standards often fetch higher and 

more stable returns compared to 
domestic wholesale markets.

The UAE: A Strategic Gateway
The United Arab Emirates 

plays a particularly important 
role in this evolving export story. 
Beyond being a consumption 
market, it functions as a regional 
distribution hub for fresh produce 
across the Gulf  Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) countries.

For Kashmir’s fruits, this market 
offers a combination of  proxim-
ity, premium pricing potential, 
and established retail networks. 
Supermarket chains such as Lulu 
Hypermarket provide structured 
entry points where quality produce 
can reach a diverse and discerning 
consumer base.

Success in such markets also 
enhances credibility, paving the way 
for entry into other high-value desti-
nations in Europe and Southeast Asia.

A Sector in Transition
Jammu & Kashmir’s horti-

culture sector is steadily moving 
from a production-driven model 
to a market-integrated, export-
oriented system.

APEDA’s sustained engagement 
has played a catalytic role in this 
transition. By focusing on capac-
ity building, market linkage, infra-
structure support, and global buyer 
engagement, it has helped create 
early pathways for exports that were 
previously limited or fragmented.

With expanding adoption of  
high-density orchards, improved 
post-harvest systems, and deeper 
integration with global supply 
chains, the region’s premium fruits 
are likely to see increasing presence 
in international retail markets.

The journey from Himalayan 
orchards to supermarket shelves 
in the Gulf  is still evolving but it is 
now firmly underway. For growers, 
exporters, and institutions alike, 
the message is clear: Kashmir is no 
longer just a fruit-producing region, 
it is becoming a serious contender 
in the global market for premium 
temperate fruits. (PIB)

Author is Regional Head, Agri-
cultural and Processed Food Prod-

ucts Export Development Authority 
(APEDA), Jammu and Kashmir
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When Charity Becomes A Weapon
An Analysis Of  Online Donation In Kashmir

MUNTAHA KHAN

I
n Srinagar, on an ordinary day in 
2026, a man received a WhatsApp 
message from a stranger. The mes-
sage was simple but urgent: a person 
was in a medical emergency. The 

donation was desperately needed. Within 
minutes, through a series of  carefully con-
structed deceptions involving fake pay-
ment screenshots and proxy transfers, the 
man lost money to a scammer who never 
intended to help anyone. He was one of  
millions. This is not an isolated inci-
dent. Ground research conducted across 
the Kashmir Valley reveals a systematic 
and sophisticated fraud ecosystem that 
exploits the region's deep cultural com-
mitment to charity. Of  the respondents 
surveyed, 42.4% reported losing money 
through online donation platforms. Yet 
84.8% of  those interviewed believe very few 
victims actually report these crimes. The 
gap between the scale of  fraud and formal 
reporting is staggering and it is by design.

The Kashmir Valley has become a test-
ing ground for a new kind of  cybercrime: 
one that weaponizes human compassion. 
Unlike traditional theft, donation fraud 
is silent and deeply stigmatized. Victims 
remain invisible, their losses absorbed in 
shame and frustration.
Research findings paint a sobering pic-
ture:
• 93.9% of  respondents perceive online 
donation fraud as "very common" in Kash-
mir
• 70% of  people actively donate money 
online, making them potential targets
• 59.4% of  fake donation requests target 
vulnerable donors with medical emer-
gency claims
• 66.7% of  respondents cite "fear of  fraud" 
as the biggest challenge in online giving
• 37% of  potential victims do not report 
fraud because they do not know where to 
report it

These are not numbers in a vacuum. 
Each statistic represents a rupee lost, 
trust broken, and a donor's faith in digital 
philanthropy shaken. For a region where 
charity is bound to Islamic principles of  
Zakat and Sadaqah spiritual obligations 
that carry deep moral weight the weap-
onization of  these values through online 
fraud represents a particular kind of  vio-
lation.

During field visits to religious sites 
in Anantnag places where pilgrims 
gather with inherent trust in community 
researchers discovered a systematic dis-
tribution mechanism for donation fraud: 
fake Android applications. These mali-
cious APK (Android Package Kit) files are 
not found on legitimate app stores like 
Google Play. Instead, they are distributed 
through messaging platforms like What-
sApp, with links embedded in seemingly 
trustworthy contexts. When installed, they 
serve a single purpose: generating fake 
payment confirmation screens that scam-
mers then screenshot and share as proof  of  
transaction. Most people, when receiving 
a payment screenshot, assume it is genu-
ine. Few verify the actual bank balance or 
check official transaction records. This gap 
between visual proof  and actual verifica-
tion is where fraud thrives.

Fieldwork in Anantnag revealed that digi-
tally active and literate individuals can be 
more vulnerable to online donation fraud 
because their familiarity with digital plat-
forms often leads to greater trust in online 
transactions. In contrast, less digitally lit-
erate individuals tend to avoid such trans-
actions, reducing their exposure to fraud 
despite having lower technological knowl-
edge.

The research reveals that 54.5% of  
respondents fall victim to online dona-
tion scams because of  emotions specifi-
cally, sympathy, kindness, mercy, com-
passion, and the motivational appeal 
of  charitable causes. In contrast, 45.5% 
cited lack of  awareness about identify-
ing fraudulent requests as the primary 
vulnerability factor. Notably, these are 
not mutually exclusive. The scammer 
activates both pathways simultaneously: 
emotional appeal (the medical emergen-
cy) combined with technical deception 
(the fake payment screenshot). Online 
donation scams exploit several psycho-
logical mechanisms, including emotional 
manipulation through fake emergencies, 
false social proof  via fabricated donor 
screenshots, urgency that discourages 
careful thinking, reciprocity that creates 
a sense of  obligation, and trust displace-
ment by operating on familiar platforms 
like WhatsApp. Together, these tactics 
increase the likelihood that victims will 
act without verification.

Perhaps the most damaging aspect of  
online donation fraud in Kashmir is not 
the fraud itself, but the silence that follows.
Research findings on why victims do 
not report fraud are striking:
• 37% do not report because they are 
unaware of  where or how to report
• 30.9% avoid reporting due to lengthy and 
complicated legal procedures
• 12.1% cite reputational fear the shame of  
having been deceived
• 12.1% believe the fraud was "not serious 
enough" to report

• 7.9% do not report due to the small finan-
cial amount lost

The first two categories lack of  aware-
ness about reporting mechanisms and fear 
of  bureaucratic complexity are systemic 
failures. These are not failures of  victims; 
they are failures of  institutions.

When 37% of  victims do not know where 
to report a cybercrime, it reveals that law 
enforcement outreach has not reached the 
communities most affected by it. When 
63.3% of  respondents are unaware of  the 
National Cyber Crime Number, it indicates 
that awareness campaigns have failed to 
penetrate public consciousness.

Online donation fraud is a global phe-
nomenon, but it takes specific forms in Kash-
mir. Understanding these forms requires 
understanding the region's particular 
context. Kashmir Valley has experienced 
decades of  conflict and economic uncer-
tainty. In this context, community support 
and charity have taken on heightened impor-
tance. NGOs operate to fill gaps that formal 
institutions cannot. Religious institutions 
provide social safety nets. Digital platforms 
have made it easier to mobilize aid across 
distances. Simultaneously, digital payment 
adoption in Kashmir has been rapid. UPI 
penetration has grown significantly. What-
sApp is ubiquitous. This combination high 
reliance on charity combined with rapid 
digital adoption creates a perfect environ-
ment for donation-based fraud. Scammers 
understand this context intimately. They 
know that Kashmiri donors are responsive 
to appeals involving medical emergencies, 
religious causes (Zakat, Sadaqah), and disas-
ter relief. They know that trust in commu-
nity is high. They weaponize this trust. The 
fact that 23.6% of  fake donation requests 
impersonate NGOs or charities (compared 
to 59.4% claiming medical emergencies) sug-
gests that scammers are not merely random 
criminals. They are conducting reconnais-
sance on the types of  causes that trigger 
response in Kashmir specifically. They are 
targeting local vulnerabilities.

Despite 93.9% of  respondents perceiv-
ing donation fraud as "very common" 
in Kashmir, law enforcement responses 
remain limited. This is not because police 
lack capability, but because systems are 
overwhelmed and under resourced. The 
Cyber Police have documented cases of  
donation fraud, but the volume of  unre-
ported incidents means that visible 
caseloads represent only a fraction of  
actual incidents. Without comprehensive 
reporting, authorities cannot accurately 
assess the scope of  the problem, allocate 
resources appropriately, or develop tar-
geted prevention strategies. Additionally, 
victim recovery is low. Even when cases 
are reported and investigated, the money 
is often already moved through multiple 
accounts. Prosecution is complicated by 
jurisdictional issues (scammers may oper-
ate across state lines or internationally) 
and by the technical complexity of  digital 
crime investigation.

Based on 15 years of  ground analysis 
of  cybercrime and charitable behaviour in 
South Asian contexts, combined with the 
specific findings from this Kashmir Valley 
fieldwork, the following recommendations 
are offered:

FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT: Establish 

a Kashmir-specific Cyber Crime Reporting 
Portal A simple, accessible online system 
dedicated to donation fraud reports would 
remove the barrier of  not knowing where 
to report. The system should provide 
immediate guidance, not require exten-
sive documentation upfront, and provide 
victims with case numbers and expected 
timelines.

Public Awareness Campaign on Cyber 
Crime Reporting Given that 63.3% of  
respondents do not know the National 
Cyber Crime Number, a sustained public 
awareness campaign is essential. This 
should use local languages, religious insti-
tutions, and trusted community networks.

Fast-Track Investigation Protocol for 
Small-Value Cases Many victims do not 
report because the amount lost is "too 
small" to justify the effort. Creating a 
streamlined investigation path for aggre-
gated small cases could increase reporting 
and provide data on overall patterns.

FOR DIGITAL PLATFORMS: Manda-
tory Verification Badges for Legitimate NGOs 
WhatsApp, Google Pay, and other payment 
platforms should work with authorities to 
create verified badges for legitimate charita-

ble organizations. This would provide visual 
authentication that users can immediately 
recognize.

Real-Time Fraud Detection Alerts Plat-
forms should implement systems that flag 
suspicious patterns (e.g., multiple accounts 
making identical charity appeals, QR codes 
from accounts with no transaction history) 
and alert users.

FOR THE COMMUNITY: Donation 
Verification Workshops at Religious Insti-
tutions Mosques, temples, and community 
centers should host workshops on veri-
fying donation authenticity, using actual 
examples and interactive demonstrations.

Peer Education Programs Digital-savvy 
young people should be trained as "fraud 
ambassadors" in their communities, edu-
cating family and neighbors on safe dona-
tion practices.

FOR THE RESEARCH AND POLICY 
COMMUNITY: Establish a Kashmir-Spe-
cific Cybercrime Research Center Ongo-
ing research is essential to track evolving 
fraud techniques and inform prevention 
strategies. A dedicated research unit at 
universities could monitor trends and pub-
lish regular threat assessments.

Integrate Cybercrime into Public Admin-
istration Curriculum As this research was 
conducted by Public Administration stu-
dents, there is an opportunity to formalize 
cybercrime education within PA programs 
across Kashmir, creating a pipeline of  future 
professionals equipped to address these 
issues.

Kashmir's strong tradition of  charity is 
being threatened by a growing ecosystem 
of  online donation fraud that exploits com-
passion and trust. While digital platforms 
can expand charitable giving, address-
ing this challenge requires more than 
individual vigilance. Stronger reporting 
mechanisms, platform safeguards, public 
awareness, and effective law enforcement 
are essential. The problem is significant: 
42.4% of  donors reported experiencing 
fraud, while 84.8% believe such incidents 
go largely unreported. Breaking this cul-
ture of  silence is crucial to restoring trust 
in digital philanthropy. By sharing their 
experiences, victims can help expose fraud 
and support collective action against it. 
The issue is no longer hidden it is simply 
being ignored, and urgent action is needed 
to address it.

Public Opinion on Whether Victims 
Report Online Donation Fraud

 This report analysis shows public opinion 
on whether victims report online donation 
fraud

KEY FINDINGS:
84.8% of  respondents believe that very 

few victims report online donation fraud, 
indicating a significant gap between experi-
encing such scams and formally reporting 
them. 12.1% of  respondents believe that no 
victims report these incidents, reflecting a 
perception of  near-total silence in reporting. 
Only 3.0% of  respondents feel that most vic-
tims report online donation fraud, showing 
that very few people perceive reporting to 
be common.

INTERPRETATION: The data suggests 
a widespread perception of  underreport-
ing of  online donation fraud among victims. 
This may be due to factors such as lack of  
awareness about reporting mechanisms, 

fear of  social embarrassment, uncertainty 
about legal procedures, or the belief  that 
reporting may not lead to recovery of  losses. 
The findings highlight the need to promote 
greater awareness about cybercrime report-
ing channels, encourage victims to come 
forward, and strengthen public confidence 
in the authorities responsible for addressing 
online fraud.

People Who Donate Money Online
This report analysis shows the propor-

tion of  people who donate money online.
KEY FINDINGS:
70% of  respondents donate money 

online, indicating that the majority of  
people are willing to contribute through 
digital platforms, 30% of  respondents do 
not donate money online, suggesting that a 
notable portion of  people still avoid online 
donations.

INTERPRETATION: The pie chart shows 
that the majority of people donate money 
through online platforms, whereas a smaller 
section of people do not participate in online 
donations.

The reasons for not donating online may 
include concerns regarding trust, security, 
fear of  fraud, lack of  awareness, or personal 

preferences. Enhancing trust, security, and 
awareness can encourage more people to con-
tribute confidently through online donation 

platforms.
Types of fake donation requests 

received
This report analysis shows types of  fake 

donation requests received
KEY FINDINGS
Medical emergency scams are the most 

frequently received fake donation requests, 
Fake NGO or charity requests are the 
second most common type of  fake donation 
request, Religious cause-related fake dona-
tion requests are the least reported among 
the categories.

INTERPRETATION: The bar graph 
shows that medical emergency requests 
are the most common type of  fake dona-
tion request received by people. Fake NGO 
or charity requests are also frequently 
encountered, while religious cause-related 
requests are comparatively less common.

Reasons People Fall for Online Dona-
tion Scams

This report analysis shows the key rea-
sons that make individuals vulnerable to 
online donation scams.

KEY FINDINGS:
54.5% of  respondents fall for online 

donation scams due to emotions, sympathy, 
kindness, mercy, compassion, and the moti-
vational appeal of  NGOs. These emotional 
factors are the leading reasons that make 
people vulnerable to fraudulent donation 
requests.

45.5% of  respondents fall victim to such 
scams because of  lack of  awareness. Limited 
knowledge about identifying fake donation 
requests and verifying campaigns con-
tributes significantly to the risk of  being 
deceived.

INTERPRETATION: The data suggests 
that scammers often take advantage of  peo-
ple’s emotional nature, compassion, and 
the inspiring messages or appeals associ-
ated with NGOs and charitable causes. At 
the same time, limited awareness about 
identifying fake donation requests increas-
es the risk of  being deceived.

Therefore, strengthening digital aware-
ness and encouraging proper verification 
of  donation campaigns can help prevent 
online donation scams.

Biggest Challenges People Face 
While Donating Online
•	 Fear of  fraud 66.7%
•	 Lack of  info about genuine NGOs 19.4%
•	 Don’t trust online payments 13.3%

Do People Check Whether an NGO or 
Person is Genuine Before Making a Dona-
tion

This report analysis that do People 
Check Whether an NGO or Person is Genu-
ine Before Making a Donation

Key Insights:
•	 Most respondents verify the authenticity 

of  an NGO or person before donating.
•	 A considerable number of  respondents 

do not verify authenticity before 
making a donation.

•	 Some respondents check authenticity 
only occasionally.

INTERPRETATION: The above pie 
chart represents the responses of  people 
regarding whether they check the authen-
ticity of  an NGO or person before making 
a donation. It is observed that 54.5% of  
respondents check the authenticity of  an 
NGO or person before donating, 36.4% of  
respondents do not check the authenticity 
of  an NGO or person before donating, while 
9.1% of  respondents sometimes check the 
authenticity of  an NGO or person before 
making a donation.

 How Many People Know National 
Cyber Security Number

This report analysis shows people who 
know National Cyber Crime Number.

KEY FINDINGS:
•	 63.3% of people do not know about the 

National Cyber Crime Number, indicat-
ing a low level of awareness among the 
majority.

•	 26% of  people are aware of  the Nation-
al Cyber Crime Number.

•	 10.3% of  people have heard about the 
National Cyber Crime Number but 
are not sure about its details.

INTERPRETATION: The pie chart 
shows the awareness of  people about the 
National Cyber Crime Number. A major-
ity of  respondents do not know about the 
number, indicating a significant lack of  
awareness. A smaller proportion of  people 
are aware of  it, while a few have heard 

about it but are not sure about the details.
Reasons People Do Not Report 

Online Donation Fraud in Kashmir

This report analysis shows the major 
reasons why people do not report cases of  
online donation fraud in Kashmir.

KEY FINDINGS:
•	  37% of  respondents do not report 

online donation fraud because they 
are unaware of  where to report such 
incidents, making it the most signifi-
cant barrier to reporting.

•	 30.9% of  respondents avoid reporting 
due to lengthy legal procedures, indi-
cating that complicated and time-con-
suming processes discourage victims 
from taking legal action.

•	 12.1% of  respondents cite reputation-
al fear, while another 12.1% believe 
the fraud was not serious enough to 
report.

The least common reason for not report-
ing is low financial loss (7.9%), suggesting 
that some victims feel the amount lost does 
not justify filing a complaint

INTERPRETATION: The findings 
reveal that a lack of  awareness about 
reporting channels and concerns regard-
ing lengthy legal procedures are the major 
obstacles preventing people from reporting 
online donation fraud in Kashmir. These 
results emphasize the need for stronger 
public awareness initiatives, simplified 
complaint mechanisms, and accessible 
reporting systems. Enhancing public 
knowledge and reducing procedural dif-
ficulties can encourage more victims to 
report such incidents and contribute to 
more effective prevention of  cyber-related 
financial crimes.

People Who Lost Their Money 
Through Online Donation

This report analysis shows people losing 
money through online donations.

KEY FINDINGS:
•	 Majority Safe Outcome: The majority 

of  individuals completed their online 
donations without experiencing any 
financial loss, representing 57.6% of  
the group.

•	 Substantial Incidence of  Loss: A sig-
nificant segment of  individuals

•	 Reported losing money through the dona-
tion process, accounting for 42.4% of the 
total.

INTERPRETATION: A 42.4% loss rate 
indicates an exceptionally high exposure 
to financial risk within online donation 
channels. This critical vulnerability, likely 
driven by fraudulent campaigns or insecure 
platforms, severely undermines donor confi-
dence. To safeguard digital philanthropy and 
maintain donor trust, organizations must 
urgently deploy rigorous platform vetting 
protocols and enhanced transaction security 
measures.

Perception of  Online Donation 
Fraud Prevalence in Kashmir

This report analysis shows public per-
ception regarding the prevalence of  online 
donation fraud in Kashmir.

KEY FINDINGS
•	  93.9% of  respondents perceive online 

donation fraud as a very common issue 
in Kashmir, indicating a strong belief  
that such fraudulent activities are wide-
spread.

•	 6.1% of  respondents consider online 
donation fraud to be somewhat 
common, reflecting a smaller segment 
that views the issue as moderately 
prevalent.

•	 Overall, the results highlight a high 
level of  public perception regarding 
the widespread occurrence of  online 
donation fraud in Kashmir.

INTERPRETATION: The data suggests 
a high level of  public concern and aware-
ness about the prevalence of  online dona-
tion fraud in Kashmir. The overwhelm-
ing perception that these scams are very 
common may be influenced by increasing 
exposure to fraudulent donation requests, 
social media scams, and reported cases 
of  online deception. This highlights the 
importance of  strengthening digital lit-
eracy,

Note: This research was conducted by a 
group of  students from Amar Singh College, 
Srinagar, working under Team Neuro Nine

 RESEARCH TEAM: Muntaha Khan, 
Rutba Bilal, Reeva Chawla, Zainab Nisar, 
Rutbah Showkat, Sajid Ali Khan, Sarwar 

Shafi, Unzil Gulzar Sofal, Shahzad Sultan
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FROM THE FRONT PAGE

Tourism Key Driver, Govt
Ghani, Secretary General, Kashmir 

Chamber of  Commerce, also called on 
the Chief  Minister and discussed a range 
of  issues pertaining to business, trade 
and tourism.

LG Sinha Chairs
we can ensure that the pilgrimage 

becomes not only a profound spiritual 
experience but also a meaningful celebra-
tion of  the local economy, culture, and 
heritage," the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor also reviewed 
the operations of  Shri Amarnathji Shrine 
Board's 24x7 Control Room, established 
at Lok Bhavan, for the smooth conduct of  
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra.

He took stock of  arrangements at vari-
ous sections along the routes, deploy-
ment of  security personnel, the func-
tioning of  langars, queue management 
systems at different junctions as well as 
the Holy Cave.

The meeting was attended by Atal 
Dulloo, Chief  Secretary;  Ashwani 
Kumar, Additional Chief  Secretary, 
Power Development Department; Chan-
draker Bharti, Principal Secretary, 
Home Department; Dr. Mandeep K Bhan-
dari, Principal Secretary to Lieutenant 
Governor and CEO Amarnathji Shrine 
Board and other senior officers. So far, 
more than 1.13 lakh devotees have per-
formed Darshan at the holy cave.

LG Orders Crackdown On
private educational institutions.
In one of  the strongest directives issued 

on the issue, the Lieutenant Governor 
ordered all educational institutions to 
undertake a comprehensive audit and 
inspection of  their libraries and aca-
demic resources. Heads of  institutions 
will also be required to certify within a 
stipulated timeframe that no such mate-
rial is available on their campuses.

Officials informed the meeting that 
books allegedly glorifying separatism had 
been recovered and said those responsible 
for procuring, approving or circulating 
the material would face strict legal action.

The Lieutenant Governor also direct-
ed authorities to examine the websites 
and digital repositories of  universities 
and higher educational institutions and 
immediately remove any objectionable 
content, if  found.

To prevent similar incidents in future, 
Sinha ordered the formulation of  a com-
prehensive Standard Operating Procedure 
(SOP) governing the procurement of  books 
and academic material for educational 
institutions across Jammu and Kashmir.

The proposed SOP will include a multi-
layer screening mechanism with peri-
odic random scrutiny of  books and pub-
lications by a panel comprising eminent 
educationists, intellectuals and senior 
government officers before they are 
introduced into educational institutions.

Warning against any laxity, the Lieu-
tenant Governor said accountability 
would be fixed in every case of  viola-
tion, making it clear that the head of  
the concerned institution would be held 
personally responsible for any lapse.

Emphasising the role of  educational 
institutions in shaping future genera-
tions, Sinha said schools, colleges and 
universities must remain centres of  
learning, constitutional values and 
nation-building, adding that there would 
be zero tolerance for any attempt to 
mislead or radicalise students through 
objectionable literature.

The meeting was attended by Chief  
Secretary Atal Dulloo, Principal Secre-
tary Home Chandraker Bharti, Principal 
Secretary to the Lieutenant Governor 
Mandeep K. Bhandari, Additional Direc-
tor, Intelligence Bureau Pankaj Thakur, 
ADGP CID Nitish Kumar, Commissioner 
Secretary School Education Ram Niwas 
Sharma and other senior officials.

This marks one of  the administra-
tion's most sweeping interventions in the 
education sector in recent years, with 
the government expanding its scrutiny 
beyond physical libraries to digital aca-
demic repositories while introducing 
institutional accountability for the pro-
curement and circulation of  educational 
material.

Centre Posts Seven
has directed all the officers to join 

their new places of  posting immediately 
and submit their joining reports, with 
a copy to the Ministry of  Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change.

Search For Two LeT 
official security records, both terror-

ists are residents of  the neighbouring 
Kulgam district in south Kashmir. Zakir 
has been reportedly associated with the 
LeT since 2024, while Latif  is believed 

to have joined the outfit in the previous 
year.

J&K Now Known For
we are committed to strengthening the 

people of  Jammu and Kashmir, ensuring 
their development, and preserving and 
promoting the region's rich culture and 
heritage," he said.

Nabin, who arrived here on his maiden 
two-day visit on Monday, said it was a priv-
ilege to visit Jammu and Kashmir on the 
125th birth anniversary of  Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh leader Syama Prasad Mookerjee.

"We held discussions and reviewed 
various organisational matters. The 
Jammu and Kashmir unit has been con-
tinuously working to implement the 
schemes and programmes of  the Modi 
government, while also ensuring that the 
party's organisational activities remain 
active and dynamic,” he said.

He said the people of  Jammu and 
Kashmir have blessed the BJP with 
their support, asserting that the party 
workers will continue to serve the people 
with complete dedication and a spirit of  
public service.

“As the opposition in Jammu and 
Kashmir, our legislators and party work-
ers will remain vigilant and continue to 
raise issues concerning the people,” he 
said.(PTI)

CS Assesses Infra Projects
expedite the preparation of  detailed 

project reports and complete all requi-
site formalities so that Jammu and Kash-
mir is able to effectively leverage the 
opportunities offered under the Urban 
Challenge Fund.

During this meeting the Commission-
er Secretary, H&UDD, Mandeep Kaur 
informed that the Urban Challenge Fund 
has been conceived by the Government 
of  India as a paradigm shift in urban 
financing by encouraging cities and Union 
Territories to undertake bankable, rev-
enue-generating infrastructure projects 
through a combination of  Central assis-
tance, market-based financing and contri-
butions from the States and UTs.

She further apprised the meeting that, 
following the first round of  discussions 
with the Ministry of  Housing and Urban 
Affairs (MoHUA), Jammu and Kashmir 
has shortlisted four major urban devel-
opment projects having an aggregate 
estimated cost of  ₹1,990.37 Cr. Against 
this, the proposed Central assistance 
amounts to ₹495.86 Cr, the UT share to 
₹486.12 Cr, while nearly ₹1,008.38 Cr are 
proposed to be mobilized through mar-
ket-based financing.

The concerned Municipal Commis-
sioners divulged the details of  the short-
listed projects from their respective 
areas. It was given out that the initially 
the shortlisted projects include Walled 
City and Nigeen Lakefront Revitaliza-
tion aimed at conserving heritage assets 
while enhancing tourism infrastructure 
and improving the urban environment.

The meeting also reviewed the 
TARANG – Tawi Area Regeneration 
and Green Growth Project. It envisag-
es comprehensive regeneration of  the 
Tawi riverfront and surrounding urban 
areas through sustainable, environment-
friendly and economically vibrant devel-
opment interventions.

Another proposal pertains to the 
Lidder Riverfront Development, which 
seeks to develop the riverfront as a cata-
lyst for planned urban growth and posi-
tion Anantnag as a counter-magnet city 
through integrated public infrastructure 
and improved urban amenities.

The fourth project discussed was 
KRIPA – Katra Revitalisation through 
Integrated Pilgrimage Amenities (Tran-
sit-Oriented Development). The proposal 
aims at strengthening civic infrastruc-
ture, enhancing mobility and creat-
ing integrated pilgrimage facilities to 
improve the overall experience of  pil-
grims visiting the holy town of  Katra.

Concluding the Chief  Secretary main-
tained that the successful implementa-
tion of  these transformative projects 
would significantly enhance urban infra-
structure, improve public services, boost 
tourism, attract private investment and 
contribute towards making the cities of  
Jammu and Kashmir more vibrant, resil-
ient and economically competitive for 
the times to come.

Nature's Fury Hits
blocked for at least the next two days," 

he added.
Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh said 

he had spoken to Doda Deputy Commis-
sioner Krishan Lal soon after receiving 
information about the cloudburst.

"I am keeping in regular touch with 
the Deputy Commissioner after receiv-
ing reports of  the cloudburst in the 
Thathri region, which has caused sub-
stantial damage to property and road 
connectivity. However, there has been 

no loss of  life. The administration has 
promptly swung into action and is taking 
all possible measures to provide relief  
and restore damaged infrastructure. My 
office remains in constant touch," Singh 
said.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha also 
reviewed the situation with the Deputy 
Commissioner and directed the district 
administration to ensure immediate 
relief  to affected families.

"While several houses and shops have 
suffered damage, fortunately no casual-
ties or injuries have been reported. I have 
directed the Deputy Commissioner to 
ensure immediate relief  and assistance 
to the affected families and expedite res-
toration work, including clearance of  
NH-244," Sinha said.

The India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) said no rainfall was recorded at 
most weather stations between 8.30 am 
and 5.30 pm on Tuesday, though Gulmarg 
received 0.4 mm rainfall.

During the previous 24 hours ending at 
8.30 am, Katra recorded the highest rain-
fall at 39.6 mm, followed by Gulmarg (8.8 
mm), Banihal (5.5 mm), Kukernag (2.8 
mm), Pahalgam (2.2 mm), Qazigund (2 
mm), Batote (1.7 mm), Jammu (0.2 mm), 
while Srinagar and Bhaderwah recorded 
only trace rainfall.

According to the IMD, Jammu was the 
hottest place in the Union Territory on 
Tuesday with a maximum temperature 
of  37.9 degrees Celsius, 2.5 degrees above 
normal. Katra recorded 33.6 degrees Cel-
sius, Kupwara 32 degrees, Srinagar 30.6 
degrees, Banihal 30.8 degrees, Qazigund 
30.4 degrees, Kukernag 29.6 degrees, 
Batote 29.5 degrees, Bhaderwah 29.2 
degrees, Pahalgam 25.5 degrees and Gul-
marg 22 degrees Celsius.

Night temperatures settled at 26.1 
degrees Celsius in Jammu, 20.4 degrees 
in Srinagar and Katra, 19.1 degrees in 
Batote, 18.3 degrees in Kupwara, 17.8 
degrees in Bhaderwah, 17.5 degrees each 
in Qazigund and Banihal, 16.7 degrees in 
Kukernag, 15.1 degrees in Pahalgam and 
11 degrees Celsius in Gulmarg.

The Meteorological Centre, Srinagar, 
has forecast light to moderate rain and 
thundershowers at many places across 
Jammu and Kashmir on Wednesday, with 
heavy rain and brief  intense showers 
expected at a few places in the Jammu 
division, particularly during late night 
and early morning hours.

Many areas of  Kashmir division are 
also likely to receive light to moderate 
rainfall with brief  intense showers at 
isolated places during the afternoon and 
early morning hours.

The weather office has predicted light 
to moderate rain and thundershowers at 
many places on July 9 and 10, accompa-
nied by brief  intense heavy showers at 
a few locations. Similar conditions are 
expected on July 11 and 12, with isolated 
heavy rainfall.

The MeT department has warned of  
heavy rainfall and brief  intense showers at 
a few places on July 7-8 and again on July 11.

It also cautioned about the possibility 
of  flash floods, landslides and mudslides 
at vulnerable locations in the Chenab 
Valley and Pir Panjal range, advising 
people to stay away from streams, nal-
lahs and landslide-prone areas—(KNO)

‘J&K Schools Run On A
posted in such schools that are having 

zero enrolments and 188 schools are 
without any student enrolled.

As already reported by KNO, MoE in 
a meeting of  Project Approval Board 
(PAB) for considering the Annual Work 
Plan & Budget (AWP&B) 2026-27 has said 
that in Jammu and Kashmir at least 146 
schools have reported functioning with-
out any student enrolled and over 1355 
other schools are functioning with single 
teachers.

“141 primary schools and five upper 
primary schools were reported with zero 
enrolment,” MoE said.

It also said that 1,762 primary schools 
and 135 upper primary schools had enrol-
ment of  less than 15 students, while 5175 
primary schools and 748 upper primary 
schools had enrolment of  less than 30 
students.

The Ministry has said that a large 
number of  schools with low or zero 
enrolment was highlighted as a matter 
of  concern.

The MoE advised the Jammu and Kash-
mir authorities to undertake a detailed 
analysis of  these schools and adopt strat-
egies to improve enrolment.

MoE has urged the Jammu and Kash-
mir authorities to undertake a detailed 
review and appropriate corrective mea-
sures, and ensure compliance with RTF 
norms at all levels.

Earlier in March, the Jammu and 
Kashmir government had said that over 
the past four years, nearly 3200 schools 
in the UT were either functioning with 
less than ten or zero student enrolment—
leaving over 2500 teachers deployed in 
empty schools.

The figures were revealed in the Legis-
lative Assembly that said 3192 schools in 

Jammu and Kashmir reported less than 
ten or zero enrolment since 2022 includ-
ing 1494 schools in Jammu and 1698 in 
Kashmir region respectively—(KNO)

Over 1 Lakh Devotees
and the shorter Baltal route in Gan-

derbal district.
Meanwhile, a record 8,815 pilgrims 

left the Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas 
in Jammu early Tuesday as part of  the 
sixth batch of  the yatra, officials said.

They said pilgrims departed under 
elaborate security arrangements in a 
convoy of  363 vehicles.

Of  them, 3,989 pilgrims travelling in 
181 vehicles left for the Baltal base camp 
at 3:35 am, while 4,826 pilgrims in 182 
vehicles departed for the Nunwan base 
camp via the traditional Pahalgam route 
at 4:08 am.

The batch comprised 5,831 men, 2,193 
women, 30 children, 598 sadhus, 131 sad-
hvis, one child sadhu and 31 foreign male 
pilgrims. The convoy included 172 buses, 
58 medium motor vehicles (MMVs), 130 
light motor vehicles (LMVs) and three 
two-wheelers.

Officials said the pilgrimage is pro-
gressing smoothly under multi-layered 
security arrangements, with extensive 
measures in place to ensure seamless 
movement of  pilgrims, besides adequate 
medical care, accommodation and other 
essential facilities.

Meanwhile, Divisional Commission-
er Kashmir, Anshul Garg, on Tuesday 
said that more than one lakh pilgrims 
have paid obeisance at the holy Amar-
nath cave shrine since July 3, when the 
annual pilgrimage commenced.

Talking to reporters, Garg, said the Ama-
rnath Yatra has witnessed a huge influx of  
pilgrims during the first five days.

He said a huge number of  devotees 
who had not registered online turned up 
during the initial days of  the Yatra, cre-
ating logistical challenges for the admin-
istration. "We appeal to all pilgrims to 
register themselves online before under-
taking the Yatra," he said.

The Divisional Commissioner said the 
situation has now been streamlined with 
the augmentation of  transit accommo-
dation facilities on the directions of  the 
Lieutenant Governor. He added that the 
on-the-spot registration facility has also 
been expanded to ensure that pilgrims do 
not face any inconvenience.

"More than one lakh pilgrims have 
paid obeisance at the holy cave shrine, 
and the darshan process is continuing 
smoothly," Garg said.

He said senior officers have been 
deployed at both the Nunwan and Baltal 
Base Camps, while regular reviews 
are being conducted by the Amarnath 
Shrine Board and the civil administra-
tion to ensure all necessary facilities are 
extended to pilgrims and that the Yatra 
continues smoothly.

The 57-day annual pilgrimage began 
on July 3 and is scheduled to conclude 
on August 28, coinciding with Shravan 
Purnima (Raksha Bandhan)—(KNO)
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
OFFICER POSHAN PROJECT H S BUGH

Phone/Fax No: +91-1931-465044  Email Id: cdpo-poshanhsbugh@jk.gov.in
ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE NO: - 04 CDPO HSB OF 2026.

DATED: - 06/07/2026
Subject: -  Re-Advertisement for Recruitment of Sahayika (AWHs) in Anganwadi Centre of Poshan Project H S BUGH.
Reference:  1. Government order No 222-JK (SWD) of 2022 Dated: 30.11.2022
 2. Government Order No.103-JK (SWD) of 2023 Dated: 28.04.2023.
Applications are invited in the Prescribed Performa as per Annexure “A” from the eligible female candidates for engagement as 
Anganwadi Helper on Honorary basis against the post of AWH at AWC Frisal-C as per the below mentioned detail: -
one post of as per the details given below:

Sr. No. Name of Project Name of Post No. of Post

Poshan Project H S Bugh Sahayikas (Anganwadi Helpers) 01

a)  Date of commencement for submission of application forms is from the date of publication of this Notice iv-c f 07-07-2026 ten 
(10) days from the date of publication of this Notice i,e (17-07-2026).

b)  Annexure B- Name of the Post, Location/Ward, Qualification and Criteria for selection
c)  Annexure C- Affidavit

ANNEXURE ‘A’
Format of Application

1.  Name of POSHAN Project: - POSHAN H S BUGH
2.  Name of Anganwadi Centre _______________________________________
3.  Post applied for ________________________________________________
4.  Name of the Candidate ___________________________________________
5.  Father's Name _________________________________________________
6.  Husband’s Name _______________________________________________
7.  Residence ____________________________________________________
8.  Ward. No. ____________________________________________________
9.  Contact No. ___________________________________________________
10.  Address for Correspondence ____________________________________
11.  Date of Birth _________________________________________________
12.  Age as on 01.01.2026 _________________________________________
Academic Qualification:
Sr. No. Examination passed Board Year of Passing Marks Obtained Total Marks Percentage

13. Do the candidate belong to Retiring AWW/AWH (YES/NO)
14.  Documents Attached:

Signature of the candidate
Detail of Vacant Posts (AWH) along with name and location of AWC.

S. No NAME OF ANGANWADI CENTRE WARD NO. NAME OF POST NO. OF POSTS

1 Frisal-C 02 (Two) MC Sahayika (Anganwadi Helper) 01

B. Anganwadi Helpers
1. The candidate must be domicile of the UT of J&K. 
2. Women candidates in the age group of 18-37 years shall be eligible; candidates should not be born before 01-01-1989 and not 

after 01-01-2008. 
3. The candidate should be a resident of the electoral ward where Anganwadi Centre is situated. Name in the voter list for the 

ward shall be considered as the proof of residence of the candidate. In case the name of the candidate appears in the voter list 
along with her parents, then she must provide certificate of being un-married issued by the concerned Tehsildar. Where ever, 
there is any dispute with respect to residence for any reason, then a residence proof certifying of the ward of residence from the 
concerned SDM/ACR shall be considered. 

4. Minimum qualification for Anganwadi Helper shall be matriculation (10th). 
5. In case no matriculate candidate available in the ward, candidates with qualification not less than 8th standard shall be 

considered from the concerned ward were AWC is advertised. 
6. The committee shall select the meritorious married woman of the ward as helper from those who fulfil the qualification criteria 

and if no married candidate is available then only unmarried candidate shall be considered. 
Document Verification
1. The candidate who is shortlisted will be required to appear for Document Verification along-with the original documents as well 

as self-attested Photostat copy of each document as per the Advertisement Notification. The candidate must be in possession 
of the prescribed academic qualification and other document like Domicile Certificate on or before the last date of submission 
of application form. 

a)  Marks sheet(s)/Diploma/Degree of the qualification prescribed for the post as per Advertisement Notification.
b)  Date of Birth/Matriculate Certificate.
c)  Domicile Certificate.
d)  Unmarried Certificate (where required)
2. Candidates have to bring two passport size recent colour photographs and one original Photo ID proof. Photo ID Proof can be: 
i)  Aadhaar Card
ii)  Voter ID card.
3. The candidate, who is supposed to furnish various certificates issued by or before the prescribed cut-off date, shall be required 

to produce them at the time of Document Verification or as may be sought by the Committee; in case of failure, the committee 
shall take necessary decision which shall be final. 

ANNEXURE-C
All applicants to submit affidavit from Judicial Magistrate stating following facts:
1. All Documents submitted are correct, without any mismatch, scanning, duplicate or fallacious in nature. If found incorrect or in 

any of the above stated situation the candidature of deponent may be cancelled and liable to action under law. 
2. All Documents submitted are correct, without any mismatch, scanning, duplicate or fallacious in nature. If found incorrect or in 

any of the above stated situation the candidature of deponent may be cancelled and liable to action under law. 
3. Maximum qualification is Graduation for vacancy of Anganwadi worker and Minimum qualification of Class 10th for Anganwadi 

Helper and this is as per facts and onus of proving it to be true lies with the deponent. 
4. The deponent has read the HR policy no. 222-JK(SWD) of 2022 dated: 30.11.2022 and is well versed with all salient features 

of the policy and shall be applicable to the deponent in case of selection as Anganwadi worker/Anganwadi Helper. 
No.:- CDPO/RECT-HSB/POSHAN/287-92 Child Development Project Officer
Dated:- 06/07/2026 Poshan Project H S Bugh

Photograph
Attested by

Gazetted Officer

DIPK-2935-26
DT: 07/07/2026

SWD Srinagar organises 
registration drive under PMMVY

DC Kulgam chairs Training 

Programme on AgriStack Module

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Social Wel-
fare Department (SWD), 
SANKALP-HEW Srinagar, 
organised a special reg-
istration and awareness 
drive under the Prad-
han Mantri Matru Van-
dana Yojana (PMMVY) at 
SKIMS Medical College 
& Hospital, Bemina, with 
the objective of  facilitating 
enrolment of  eligible preg-
nant women and lactating 
mothers under the flagship 
maternity benefit scheme.

The drive witnessed 
active participation from 
officials of  SANKALP-
HEW Srinagar, healthcare 
professionals, and benefi-

ciaries visiting the hospi-
tal. Dedicated registration 
counters and awareness 
desks were established to 
assist eligible women with 
on-the-spot registration, 
verification of  documents, 
and dissemination of  infor-
mation regarding the ben-
efits and eligibility criteria 
of  PMMVY.

During the programme, 
beneficiaries were sensi-
tised about the importance 
of  early registration of  
pregnancy, regular ante-
natal care, institutional 
delivery, child immunisa-
tion, and timely availing of  
maternity benefits under 
the scheme. The officials 
also guided beneficiaries 

on the application process 
and addressed their que-
ries to ensure hassle-free 
enrolment.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the officials of  
SANKALP-HEW Sri-
nagar emphasised that the 
PMMVY aims to provide 
financial assistance to 
eligible pregnant women 
and lactating moth-
ers, thereby promoting 
improved maternal and 
child health, encouraging 
positive health-seeking 
behaviour, and supporting 
nutritional needs during 
pregnancy and after child 
birth.

The Department reit-
erated its commitment 

to extending the benefits 
of  welfare schemes to 
every eligible beneficiary 
through sustained aware-
ness campaigns and out-
reach programmes across 
the district.

Similar registration 
and awareness drives will 
continue to be organised 
at healthcare institutions 
and community centres to 
ensure maximum coverage 
under PMMVY.

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t 
expressed gratitude to the 
administration and staff  of  
SKIMS Medical College & 
Hospital, Bemina, for their 
support and cooperation in 
the successful conduct of  
the drive.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam Tuesday 
chaired a meeting-cum-
training programme at 
the Auditorium-cum-New 
Conference Hall, Kulgam, 
to review the implemen-
tation of  the AgriStack 
Module and to build the 
capacity of  the field func-
tionaries associated with 
the programme.

The training pro-
gramme was attended by 
the Assistant Commis-
sioner Revenue, Kulgam, 
Girdawars, Patwaris, and 
other concerned field func-
tionaries from across the 
district.

During the programme, 
the nominated Master 

Trainer, Qaimoh,  Mohd. 
Zakir Mir, imparted 
detailed training on the 
AgriStack Module. He 
explained the entire pro-
cess of  data entry and 
verification, particularly 
the Khewat-wise workflow, 
through practical dem-
onstrations. The Master 
Trainer also screened 
instructional videos and 

elaborated on the various 
features and function-
alities of  the module to 
ensure that all field func-
tionaries acquire a clear 
understanding of  the 
application and its effective 
implementation.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Deputy Commis-
sioner emphasized the 
importance of  maintain-

ing accuracy, transparen-
cy, and timely completion 
of  all activities under the 
AgriStack initiative. He 
directed all field function-
aries to work in close coor-
dination and ensure that 
the assigned tasks are com-
pleted meticulously within 
the stipulated timeline. He 
further stressed that no 
laxity or delay would be 
tolerated and instructed 
the officers and officials to 
extend full cooperation for 
the successful implementa-
tion of  the programme.

The participants also 
interacted with the Master 
Trainer and clarified their 
queries regarding differ-
ent aspects of  the module, 
making the training pro-
gramme informative and 
productive.

DC B'pora reviews MPLADS 
Works, directs officers to 
expedite process

DC Kulgam visits PHC Bugam,  
Mohammadpora; reviews 
Healthcare, infrastructure upgrades

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM:  Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam Tuesday 
conducted an inspection 
visit to Primary Health 
Centres (PHC) of  Bugam 
and Mohammadpora to 
take stock of  patient care 
services and availability 
of  essential medicines and 
other healthcare supplies.

During the visit, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
inspected various sections 
of  both health institu-
tions including OPD, IPD, 
laboratory, and pharmacy 
units. He reviewed the 
attendance of  medical 
and paramedical staff  and 
emphasized the impor-
tance of  punctuality, disci-
pline, and patient-friendly 
service delivery.

The DC interacted with 
patients and attendants 

to assess the quality of  
healthcare services being 
provided. He directed the 
concerned medical offi-
cials to ensure proper diag-
nosis, timely treatment, 
and compassionate care to 
all patients.

A detailed review of  
the stock position of  
essential drugs, medical 
equipment, and other 
healthcare logistics was 
also undertaken. The 
authorities were instruct-
ed to maintain adequate 
inventory at all times 
and ensure that no incon-
venience is caused to 
patients due to shortage 
of  medicines or supplies.

The DC further stressed 
upon maintaining cleanli-
ness and hygiene in and 
around the health institu-
tions and directed for regu-
lar monitoring of  sanita-
tion practices.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Ban-
dipora, Indu Kanwal Chib 
Tuesday reviewed the 
progress of  works being 
executed under the Mem-
bers of  Parliament Local 
Area Development Scheme 
(MPLADS) at a meeting 
held at the VC Room, Mini 
Secretariat, Bandipora.

During the meeting, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
took a department-wise 
review of  the works being 
implemented under the 
scheme and directed the 
executing agencies to 
speed up the pace of  work 
and ensure timely comple-
tion of  all projects.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner stressed the need 
for close coordination 
among the concerned 
departments so that the 
works are completed with-
out unnecessary delay for 
the benefit of  the public.

It was informed in the 
meeting that a total of  30 
works were taken up under 
the 2025-26 MPLADS. Of  
these, 15 works are being 

executed by the Rural 
Development Department 
(RDD), six by the Public 
Works Department (R&B), 
three by the Youth Servic-
es & Sports Department, 
and one by the Municipal 
Council. It was further 
informed that work on 
most projects is either 
ongoing or has already 
been completed, while five 
works remain pending.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed all con-
cerned officers to closely 
monitor the progress of  
the remaining works and 
ensure their completion 
within the stipulated time-
frame. She emphasized 
that timely execution of  
development works is 
essential for improving 
public infrastructure and 
delivering the intended 
benefits to the people.

Among others, the meet-
ing was attended by Assis-
tant Commissioner Devel-
opment Bandipora, Chief  
Planning Officer Bandi-
pora, Executive Engineer 
PWD (R&B) Sub Division 
Bandipora and other con-
cerned officers.

SKUAST-K brings Scientific Farming 
Solutions to Tribal Communities

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: The Divi-
sion of  Silviculture & 
Agroforestry, Faculty of  
Forestry, Sher-e-Kashmir 
University of  Agricultural 
Sciences and Technology 
of  Kashmir (SKUAST-K), 
in collaboration with the 
Regional Fodder Station, 
Shuhama, organized an 
awareness-cum-distri-
bution program at Wan-
gath, Ganderbal under 
the Tribal Sub Plan (TSP) 
project aimed at promot-
ing sustainable livelihoods 
among Scheduled Tribe 
communities.

The program, held 
under the project "Out-
reach of  Technologies 
and Distribution of  Agri-
culture Implements for 
Economic Upliftment of  
Low-Income ST Groups," 
focused on raising aware-
ness of  improved agricul-
tural technologies and 
providing essential farm 
inputs to tribal households 
to enhance productivity 
and income.

Chairing the program, 
Dr. Vaishnu Dutt, Head, 
Division of  Silviculture 
& Agroforestry, Faculty 
of  Forestry, underscored 
the importance of  taking 
scientific knowledge and 
technology-driven inter-

ventions to tribal commu-
nities for sustainable socio-
economic development.

Principal Investigator, 
TSP Project, Dr. Meraj-u-
Din Dar, said the initiative 
goes beyond distributing 
agricultural implements 
by promoting technology 
dissemination, raising 
awareness, and building 
capacity among tribal 
farmers. He noted that 
adopting improved farm-
ing practices and more effi-
cient use of  resources can 
significantly enhance live-
lihood security and income 
for low-income Scheduled 
Tribe families.

Ashish Verma, In-
charge Head, Regional 
Fodder Station, Shuhama, 
interacted with farmers 
and demonstrated practi-
cal technologies suited to 
local conditions.

Tarpaulins and fodder 
seed were distributed to 
selected tribal benefi-
ciaries to encourage the 
adoption of  improved, 
sustainable agricultural 
practices.

The program con-
cluded with reaffirming 
SKUAST-K's commitment 
to strengthening tribal 
livelihoods through tech-
nology outreach, capac-
ity building and inclusive 
rural development.

WMDA issues Public Notice for 
Strict Compliance with SWM 
Rules at Manasbal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: The Wul-
lar-Manasbal Development 
Authority (WMDA) has 
issued a second public notice 
directing all shopkeepers, 
hoteliers, restaurant owners, 
vendors and other commer-
cial establishments operating 
at Manasbal Tourist Destina-
tion to strictly comply with 
the Solid Waste Management 
Rules, 2016/2026.

The Authority observed 
that despite an earlier notice, 
some establishments continue 
to violate waste management 
norms by littering, dump-
ing waste in open spaces 
and using banned single-use 
plastic items. All commercial 
establishments have been 
instructed to ensure proper 
segregation, storage and dis-
posal of  solid waste through 
authorised agencies, maintain 
cleanliness in and around 
their premises and cooperate 
with inspection teams.

The Authority has also 
directed all commercial 

establishments to obtain 
Police Verification (Charac-
ter Certificate) and produce 
valid registration/trade 
licences within 15 days for 
verification. Establishments 
have been asked to submit 
details of  their waste manage-
ment mechanism, including 
installation of  separate bins 
for biodegradable and non-
biodegradable waste, daily 
collection and safe storage 
of  waste, and disposal only 
through authorised agencies.

WMDA has warned that 
failure to comply within the 
stipulated time will invite 
strict legal action, including 
environmental compensa-
tion, sealing or closure of  
establishments, cancellation 
of permissions/registrations 
and prosecution under the 
relevant provisions of  law.

The Authority urged all 
stakeholders to treat the 
matter as urgent in the inter-
est of  environmental protec-
tion, preservation of  Manas-
bal Lake and promotion of  
sustainable tourism.

Mission Shakti Shopian strengthens grassroots 

awareness on women empowerment
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Sankalp Hub 
for Empowerment of  
Women (HEW), Mission 
Shakti Shopian Tuesday 
organised an interactive 
awareness programme at 
Chanchmarg under the 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 
(BBBP) initiative to pro-
mote the rights, protection, 
education and empower-
ment of  the girl child.

The programme focused 
on creating awareness 
about the objectives of  
BBBP, women-centric gov-
ernment schemes, legal 
safeguards and the ser-
vices available through the 

Women Helpline. Resource 
persons encouraged par-
ticipants to seek assistance 
whenever required and to 
spread awareness about 
these services within their 
communities.

Awareness pamphlets 
containing information on 
women-centric schemes, 

legal provisions and 
helpline numbers were dis-
tributed among the partici-
pants to ensure wider dis-
semination of  information.

The speakers under-
scored the importance of  
girl's education, gender 
equality and collective 
community responsibility 

in safeguarding the rights 
and dignity of  every girl. 
They appealed to parents, 
youth and community 
members to support girl's 
education, promote equal 
opportunities and contrib-
ute towards building a safe, 
inclusive and empowered 
society.

The programme wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from local resi-
dents, who actively inter-
acted with the resource 
persons, raised queries and 
appreciated the efforts of  
Mission Shakti in promot-
ing awareness and empow-
ering women and girls at 
the grassroots level.
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3rd T20I: England crush 
India by 125 runs to take 
commanding 2-0 lead in 
five-match series

IANS

NOTTINGHAM: Eng-
land produced a clinical 
all-round performance to 
thrash Team India by 125 
runs in the third T20I at 
Trent Bridge, taking a com-
manding 2-0 lead in the five-
match series after the open-
ing game was washed out.

With two more matches 
to go, England can't lose 
this series against the 
reigning T20 World Cup 
winner.

Asked to bat first, Eng-
land piled up an imposing 
201/7 in their 20 overs, 
riding on a fluent 70 off  44 
balls from Phil Salt. The 
opener struck aggressively 
at the top before Sam Cur-
ran’s late cameo of  41 off  

just 24 deliveries ensured 
the hosts crossed the 200-
run mark. Jos Buttler 
chipped in with 36, while 
England recovered well 
despite losing a couple of  
quick wickets in the middle 
overs.

For India, debutant 
Prince Yadav was the stand-
out bowler, claiming 2-30 
and making an immediate 
impact by dismissing Harry 
Brook and later removing 
the dangerous Salt. The 
visitors also effected three 
run-outs but failed to con-
tain England’s scoring rate 
in the death overs.

In reply, India’s batting 
crumbled under sustained 
pressure from England’s 
pace attack. Chasing 202, 
the visitors were bundled 

out for just 76 in 11.4 overs, 
suffering one of  their 
heaviest defeats in T20I 
cricket. England’s bowlers 
struck regularly, leaving 
India with no opportu-
nity to build partnerships 
as wickets fell in clusters 
throughout the innings.

The comprehensive vic-
tory gives England com-
plete control of  the series, 
while India must win the 
remaining two matches to 
avoid a series defeat.

Brief  scores:
England 201/7 in 20 

overs (Phil Salt 70, Sam 
Curran 41*, Jos Buttler 
36; Prince Yadav 2-30) beat 
India 76 all out in 11.4 overs 
(Josh Tongue 4-28, Jofra 
Archer 3-29, Adil Rashid 
2-14) by 125 runs.

FIFA WC: Epic comeback sees Argentina 

beat Egypt 3-2, reach quarters
IANS

ATLANTA: Lionel Messi 
assisted and scored a goal 
while Enzo Fernández 
struck the winner in stop-
page time as defending 
champions Argentina pro-
duced a comeback for the 
ages for a sensational 3-2 
win over Egypt and sealed 
a place in the quarterfinals 
in the FIFA World Cup 2026 
in Atlanta on Tuesday.

Argentina fought back 
from 0-2 down in the round 
of  16 match after Yasser 
Ibrahim (15th min) and 
Mostafa Zico (62nd min) 
had scored for Egypt and 
created the possibility of  
the defending champions 
ending their campaign 
early, joining the five-time 
winner Brazil and Germa-
ny on the scrap heap.

But Messi weaved his 
magic, first launching the 
attack and providing the 
assist to Cristian Romero's 
goal in the 79th minute 
and then getting onto the 
scoresheet himself  in the 
83rd minute as Lautaro 

hooked a deep ball into 
the area, which dropped 
favourably for the Argen-
tine captain, who laced it 
towards goal. Goalkeeper 
Shobeir gets a hand on it, 
but it hits the bar and goes 
in to make it 2-2.

Enzo Fernandez then 
sealed victory for Argen-
tina by scoring an incredi-
ble goal in the third minute 

of  stoppage time, making 
it 3-2 for Argentina. Lau-
taro swung a deep cross 
to the back post, and Enzo 
Fernandez met it and sent 
the ball back from where 
it came and into the far 
corner.

Earlier, Argentina con-
ceded a goal in the first half  
of  a World Cup match for 
the first time since their 

2018 Round of  16 tie against 
France. They had not con-
ceded in the first half  in 
their last 11 matches before 
this match.

Yasser Ibrahim headed 
Egypt into a shock lead, 
before Mostafa Shoubir 
protected it magnificent-
ly. The goalkeeper dived 
south-west to save a Messi 
penalty, which Nicolas 

Tagliafico had craftily 
earned, and made superb 
stops from Alexis Mac 
Allister and Julian Alva-
rez.

Egypt thought they had 
made it two just before 
the hour. Haissem Hassan 
made an imperial dash 
down the right and fed 
Salah, who enabled Zico 
to ripple the net. The goal 
was, however, ruled out 
for a foul in the build-up. 
It merely delayed the Al 
Ahly man doubling the 
lead, though, as he fin-
ished off  a rapid counter-
attack involving Salah and 
Hassan.

It left Egypt on the cusp 
of  victory, but Argentina 
were not done yet. They 
missed many chances but 
did not lose patience as 
they attacked repeatedly 
and created opportunities, 
and scripted a great come-
back.

Christian Romero pulled 
one back, Messi’s brilliant 
finish equalised, and Fer-
nandez completed an epic 
survival story.

La Liga faces fixture reshuffle as World 

Cup reaches decisive stage
IANS

MADRID: Spain's victory over 
Portugal in the World Cup Round 
of  16 has increased the likelihood 
that several opening-weekend 
matches in the upcoming 2026-27 
season of  La Liga will be post-
poned.

La Liga is scheduled to begin on 
the weekend of  August 15-16, but 
an agreement provides that clubs 
with players involved in the World 
Cup semifinals will not be required 
to begin their domestic campaign 
until a week later. Any postponed 
fixtures are expected to be resched-
uled between the second and third 
rounds of  the season.

Real Madrid's opening match 
against Real Sociedad has already 
been affected. Real Madrid has 
players representing both France 
and Morocco, including Kylian 
Mbappé, Aurelien Tchouameni, 
and Brahim Diaz. With France and 
Morocco meeting in the quarterfi-
nals, at least one Madrid player is 
guaranteed to reach the semifinals, 
reports Xinhua.

Spain's progression has further 
complicated the situation, with 
more La Liga clubs now certain to 

have players involved in the latter 
stages of  the tournament.

Spain's football players' union 
maintains that players are entitled 
to a minimum of  three weeks' vaca-
tion each summer. With the World 
Cup ending on July 19, finalists 
would not have sufficient recov-
ery time before the start of  the 

new domestic season if  they were 
required to play on the opening 
weekend.

Other major European leagues 
have largely avoided the issue by 
delaying the start of  their seasons. 
The Premier League is set to begin 
its 2026-27 campaign on the week-
end of  August 22-23.

Meanwhile, Spain remains the 
only team yet to concede a goal in 
the FIFA World Cup 2026, allowing 
goalkeeper Unai Simon to extend 
his World Cup finals record for 
consecutive minutes without con-
ceding to 609.

Aymeric Laporte has also been 
influential in possession, complet-
ing around 90 percent of  his passes 
overall and 85 percent of  those 
played in the opposition half, help-
ing Spain build attacks from the 
back while maintaining defensive 
stability.

Against Portugal, Laporte and 
Cubarsi gave Ronaldo little room 
to operate. The veteran forward 
managed just 19 touches through-
out the match, only three of  them 
inside the penalty area, as Spain's 
defenders kept the five-time Ballon 
d'Or winner largely anonymous.

Spain's defensive record 
has been built on a collective 
effort, but the balance provided 
by Cubarsi's athleticism and 
Laporte's experience has been 
central to the team's success. As 
Ronaldo's World Cup came to an 
end, Laporte's revival continued 
with Spain still firmly in the hunt 
for the title.

Hitaashee returns to take on Vani, Ridhima, 
and youngsters in 9th leg of WPGT

IANS

HOSUR (TN): Hitaashee 
Bakshi makes a return 
to Leg-9 of  the domestic 
Women’s Professional Golf  
Tour at the Clover Greens 
in the hope of  trying to 
recover the form that made 
her one of  the stars of  the 
local golfing scene.

Hitaashee, who has been 
finding the going tough 
on the Ladies European 
Tour, has decided to get 
back to her home Tour, as 
she locks horns with Vani 
Kapoor, Ridhima Dilawari, 
and Amandeep Drall. She 
will also get to play with 
the young and fresh lot that 
includes the likes of Anvitha 
Narender, Mannat Brar, 
Riya, Lavanya Jadon, and 
amateur Mahreen Bhatia.

This is Hitaashee’s first 
start on the domestic Tour 
this season, as she has been 
playing on the Ladies Euro-
pean Tour.

The field has become 
the norm of  late, and it is 
strong, with the numbers 
consistently above 50, 
including the amateurs. 
This week, there are 58 
players, including 10 ama-
teurs, and the purse at 
Clover Greens, Hosur in 
Tamil Nadu, is Rs.17 lakh.

With the competition 
having become tight, not 
even the top stars like Vani, 
Ridhima, or Hitaashee 
can have it easy with the 

younger lot pushing them 
and often beating them.

This season, of  the eight 
events held so far, Ridhima 
has been most successful 
with three wins, while 
Jasmine Shekar, Tvesa 
Malik, amateur Lavanya 
Gupta, Anvitha Narender, 
and Mannat Brar have won 
once each.

The current WPGT 
Order of  Merit leader is 
Ridhima Dilawari, with 
Jasmine Shekar and 
Amandeep Drall trailing 
her in second and third 
places.

A few days back, Ridhi-
ma Dilawari rallied from 
a bogey-bogey start to fire 
her third straight round of  
71 and sneak ahead of  Jas-
mine Shekar in the sixth 
leg of  the Women’s Pro 
Golf  Tour at the Jaypee 
Wishtown Golf  Course. 

Playing at the Par-71 
layout, Ridhima, starting 
the final round three shots 
behind Jasmine, was five 
behind after just two holes.

Ridhima then staged a 
superb recovery with two 
birdies and no bogeys for 
the rest of  the 16 holes, 
while Jasmine carded a 
4-over 75 that ended with 
a bogey. Jasmine and Rid-
hima were tied at even par 
when they came to the 18th 
tee. Ridhima parred, but 
Jasmine bogeyed, giving 
Ridhima her third win in 
the last five events. Rid-
hima won the second and 
fourth legs and has now 
added the sixth leg as she 
continues to lead the Hero 
Order of  Merit. For Jas-
mine, who won the first leg 
this season, this was her 
second straight second-
place finish.

'Sooryavanshi needs to be ready for 

bowlers' plans': Pathan
IANS

NEW DELHI:Former 
India all-rounder Irfan 
Pathan believes the real 
test for teenage batting 
sensation Vaibhav Soory-
avanshi begins now, saying 
the 15-year-old must pre-
pare for the tactical plans 
opposition bowlers will use 
against him following his 
eye-catching start to inter-
national cricket.

Speaking ahead of  the 
third T20I against England, 
Pathan said Sooryavanshi’s 
fearless approach should 
remain intact but stressed 
that adapting to opponents’ 
strategies would be crucial 
for his continued success.

“He is a special talent, 
no doubt, but he needs 
to make sure he is ready 
for the plans bowlers will 
come up with against 
him,” Pathan told Jio 
Hotstar. "Like in the first 
game, if  you want to step 
out against the spinners 
in England, it’s not a 
bad option since the ball 
doesn’t turn that much 
there, but you need to 
maintain your balance 
and not move too far away 
from the ball,” he added.

Sooryavanshi managed 
14 off  10 balls in the second 
T20I before falling to spin, 
but Pathan backed the 
youngster’s intent, saying 
he was pleased that the 

teenager did not abandon 
his natural attacking game.

“He will be disappoint-
ed that he got out for 14 
after facing 10 balls, so 
even in terms of  strike 
rate, he fell a bit short of  
the standards he has set 
for himself. But I liked 
that he didn’t shy away 
from playing his natural 
game. A 15-year-old boy 
playing international 
cricket is not just the 
biggest takeaway for the 
Indian team from that 
game, but for world crick-
et. He is inspiring a whole 
new generation of  young 
boys and girls by saying, 
‘If  I can do it, you can do 
it too'," he said.


