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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

Emergency imposed on 25th June 1975 was one of the gravest assaults on 
the Constitution & democratic ethos of our Republic. On #SamvidhanHaty-
aDiwas, I pay tributes to all Satyagrahis who resisted authoritarianism with 
courage & played a vital role in restoring India's democracy.

DIPK-2570/26    DATED:25/06/2026

Gulmarg Cable Car 
Reopens After Month-
Long Shutdown

GMK News Network 

SRINAGAR: Chief  minister 
Omar Abdullah on Thursday 
reopened the Gulmarg Cable 
Car project to the public, a 
month after a technical snag 
forced the closure of  the 
popular ride to the upper 
reaches of  Gulmarg.

Abdullah, who visited the 
Cable Car Project in Gul-
marg, Baramulla district, 
North Kashmir, told report-
ers that Gondola services 
resumed after the project 
underwent necessary repairs 
and maintenance.

"Gondola is working now. 
The interim report has 
arrived. Services resumed 
after the original manufac-

turer certified the mainte-
nance and service works, 
based on the report and 
the inspection of  the repair 
work," Abdullah said.

Chief  Minister took a 
Gondola ride to Phase-I at 
Kongdoori, where he person-
ally inspected the system and 
reviewed the extensive res-
toration works undertaken 
following a recent technical 
malfunction.

During the visit, officials 
from the J&K Cable Car Cor-
poration briefed the Chief  
Minister on the technical spe-
cifics of  the restoration and 
the stringent safety audits 
conducted before clearing 
the service for public use.

Expressing his P-06

LG Chairs High-Level Meeting In Pahalgam; 
Reviews Preparations For Amarnath Yatra
Directs Departments To Ensure Seamless Arrangements, Foolproof Security, Memorable Experience For Pilgrims

GMK News Network 

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha Thursday 
chaired a high-level meeting 
at Pahalgam and reviewed 
the preparations for the Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra-2026, 
starting from 3rd July.

The meeting was attended 
by Dr. Mandeep K Bhandari, 
Principal Secretary to Lieu-
tenant Governor and CEO 
Shri Amarnathji Shrine 
Board; Dr. Shahid Iqbal 
Choudhary, Commissioner 
Secretary, Youth Services and 
Sports Department and Nodal 
Officer for Pahalgam Axis; 
Shri Anshul Garg, Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir; Shri 
VK Birdi, IGP Kashmir; Shri 

M. Suleman Choudhary, IGP 
Traffic J&K; Dr. Bilal Mohi-
uddin Bhat, Deputy Commis-

sioner, Anantnag; Shri Amod 
Nagpure Ashok, SSP Anant-
nag and senior P-06

LG Visits Nunwan 
Base Camp, Reviews 
On-Ground Arrangements 

GMK News network 

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha Thursdayvisited the 
Nunwan base camp with senior officials 
and reviewed the on-ground arrange-
ments for Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra-2026.

The Lieutenant Governor P-06

LG Expresses Gratitude To 
PM, Mandaviya For J&K’s 
First NCOE In Awantipora

GMK News Network 

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha expressed gratitude 
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Hon’ble Union Minister for 
Youth Affairs and Sports, Dr. Man-
sukh Mandaviya for the approval of  
Jammu Kashmir UT’s first P-06

      Shivacharya Abhinavgupta Jayanti 
Lieutenant Governor Attends Rudra Abhishek Ceremony 

GMK News network 

SRINAGAR:  Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 

Thursday attended Rudra 
Abhishek ceremony on 
the auspicious occasion of  
Shivacharya Abhinavgupta 

Jayanti and Nirjala Eka-
dashi at Shri Anandishwar 
Bhairav Nath Ji Maharaj 
Asthapan, Maisuma, P-06

Passport Fees 
Hiked As Govt 
Amends Rules

Agencies

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment has revised the pass-
port fee structure through 
an amendment to the Pass-
ports Rules, 1980, increas-
ing application fee for an 
ordinary fresh passport 
containing 36 pages from 
Rs 1,500 to Rs 2,500.

The new rules will 
come into force with effect 
from July 1, 2026.

According to a notifi-
cation dated June 20, and 
published by the Minis-
try of  External Affairs on 
Thursday, for an ordinary 
fresh passport or reissue 
of  passport containing 36 
pages, the normal fee would 
be Rs 2,500, while for tatkal 
it would be Rs 5,000 for the 
same category.

At present, application 
fee for an ordinary fresh 
passport or reissue of  a 
passport containing 36 
pages stands at P-06

J&K Police Launch ‘Hawk Eye Project’ 
To Monitor Amarnath Yatra 24X7

Sajid Raina

SRINAGAR: Jammu 
and Kashmir Police have 
launched "Project Hawk 
Eye", a technology-driven 
surveillance initiative for 
round-the-clock monitor-
ing of  the Amarnath Yatra 
route, as security agencies 
intensified preparations for 
the annual pilgrimage sched-
uled to commence on July 3.  

The initiative, was 
unveiled by Anantnag Police 
as part of  an expanded secu-

rity grid for the forth coming 
Amarnath Yatra,

As part of  Project Hawk 
Eye, Anantnag Police have 
deployed five drone units for 
aerial surveillance along the 
yatra route. Twenty-eight 
elevated observation posts, 
or Machan Morchas, have 
been established at vulnera-
ble locations, while 22 sniper 
teams have been positioned 
to reinforce the security grid.

Police have also installed 
416 high-resolution CCTV 
cameras and facial P-06

     Ashura Today

Srinagar Braces For Zuljinah Procession; 

Traffic Curbs Across Downtown
Thousands Expected To Participate In Traditional Bota Kadal–Zadibal March

Rehan Qayoom

SRINAGAR: As Kashmir pre-
pares to observe Youm-e-Ashu-
ra today with religious fervour 
and solemnity, authorities have 
put in place elaborate traffic 
arrangements across Srinagar 
to ensure the smooth conduct of  
the traditional Zuljinah proces-
sion from Bota Kadal to Imam-
bara Zadibal.

The annual procession, one 
of  the largest Muharram gath-
erings in the Valley, is expected 
to draw thousands of  mourners 
commemorating the martyrdom 

of  Imam Hussain (AS) and his 
companions at Karbala.

In view of  the expected rush, 

the Srinagar Traffic Police on 
Thursday announced a detailed 
traffic diversion plan P-06

NC Govt Fulfilled Key Manifesto 
Commitments In 19 Months: Sakeena 

Jahangeer Ganaie

SRINAGAR: Minister 
Sakeena Itoo on Thursday 
said the Omar Abdullah-led 
government has fulfilled 
several major commitments 
outlined in the National Con-
ference (NC) manifesto and 
remains committed to deliv-
ering on the remaining prom-
ises through a people-centric 
governance approach.

Speaking to reporters 
after addressing a gather-
ing in Tral, Itoo, said that a 
series of  welfare initiatives 
and governance reforms 
have been undertaken by 
the government during the 
past 19 months. She said the 
administration has focused 
on improving public servic-
es, strengthening account-
ability, and extending ben-

efits to vulnerable sections 
of  society across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Referring to social welfare 
measures, the minister said 
the government had fulfilled 
its commitment to enhance 
old-age pensions and mar-
riage assistance schemes.

She pointed to the intro-
duction of  free bus travel for 
women and reforms in the 
academic calendar P-06

Govt. Restores Commercial LPG 

Supply, Withdraws Sectoral Mandates
GMK News Network 

NEW DELHI: The Union gov-
ernment on Thursday (June 
25, 2026) restored the supply of  
industrial and commercial liq-
uefied petroleum gas (LPG) to 
pre-crisis levels and withdrew 
all sector-specific allocation 
caps that had been imposed at 
the peak of  the West Asia crisis, 
citing an improved supply situ-
ation.

The Ministry of  Petroleum 
and Natural Gas on Thursday 
said supplies of  bulk LPG, which 
had been suspended at the onset 
of  the crisis, have also been par-
tially resumed, with consumers 
now eligible to receive up to 50 

per cent of  their pre-crisis con-
sumption levels. The decision 
follows an improvement in the 
domestic LPG supply situation 
and increased availability of  
imported LPG cargoes.

During the West Asia crisis, 
the government had invoked 

provisions under the Essential 
Commodities Act to direct that 
C3-C4 streams be used exclusive-
ly for LPG production, diverting 
them from petrochemical and 
other downstream sectors to 
ensure uninterrupted domestic 
LPG availability.

With indigenous LPG produc-
tion improving, the government 
has now decided to reduce the 
diversion of  C3-C4 streams to 
the LPG pool. The enhanced 
allocation for petrochemical 
and other critical sectors will 
be implemented while ensuring 
domestic LPG supplies remain 
unaffected and indigenous pro-
duction does not fall below 40 
TMT per day. P-06

IPS Officer Mahesh Dixit 
Named New IB Chief

GMK News Network 

NEW  DELHI: Senior IPS 
officer Mahesh Dixit has 
been appointed as the new 
Director of  the Intelligence 
Bureau (IB), taking charge 
of  India's premier domestic 
intelligence agency at a time 
of  evolving internal security 
challenges.

A 1993-batch IPS officer 
of  the Telangana cadre, Dix-
it's appointment was cleared 
by the Appointments Com-
mittee of  the Cabinet. He 
succeeds the outgoing IB 
Director after the comple-
tion of  the latter's tenure.

Dixit brings extensive 
experience in intelligence 
operations and internal 
security. He spent crucial 
years heading the IB's Sub-
sidiary Intelligence Bureau 
in Srinagar, which P-06

'Lavender Cultivation Emerging As 

Climate-Resilient Crop In Kashmir'
Jahangeer Ganaie

ANANTNAG: Minister for 
Agriculture Production Javid 
Ahmad Dar on Thursday said 
the government is actively 
encouraging farmers to diver-
sify towards crops that are 
less vulnerable to changing 
weather patterns and climate-
related challenges.

Dar inaugurated the Lav-
ender Festival at the scenic 
Lavender Farm in Sirhama 
village of  Anantnag district, 
underscoring the growing 
importance of  aromatic crop 
cultivation in Kashmir's agri-
cultural landscape.

The event witnessed the 
participation of  MLAs Bashir 
Ahmad Veeri, Altaf  Ahmad 
Kallo, Advocate Reyaz Ahmad 

Khan, A.B. Majeed Larmi 
and several other dignitar-
ies, farmers and agriculture 
enthusiasts. The sprawling 
lavender fields, painted in 
shades of  purple, attracted 
visitors and farmers alike and 
reflected the region's increas-
ing shift towards high-value 
aromatic crops.

Speaking to reporters on 
the sidelines of  the event, 
the Agriculture Minister, 

said, "Climate change has 
emerged as a major concern 
for the agricultural sector. 
We are motivating farmers 
to adopt crops such as laven-
der, which are comparatively 
resilient and offer better eco-
nomic returns. These crops 
not only benefit farmers 
financially but also contrib-
ute positively to the environ-
ment and attract tourists."

He said that P-06
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OFFICER
POSHAN PROJECT ROHAMA 

LIMITED TENDER NOTICE FOR PROCUREMENT OF SNP/SAG FOOD ITEMS.
Sealed tenders are hereby invited from registered Cooperative Societies/Cooperative Super Bazaars/Consumer Cooperative Stores 

and other Cooperative Institutions registered under the Jammu & Kashmir Cooperative Societies Acts and engaged in supply of food 
commodities for supply of food items required under the Supplementary Nutrition Programme (SNP) and Scheme for Adolescent Girls 
(SAG) under POSHAN Project Rohama for the financial year 2026-2027. The food items and specifications shall be as per the approved 
Recipe Committee/Formulated Menu, enclosed as Annexure-A.

This notice is being published and circulated for ensuring maximum participation, transparency and fairness in the procurement 
process. Interested Cooperative Societies/Institutions shall submit their sealed rate quotations indicating item-wise rates per unit (Kg/
Litre, as applicable) along with self-attested copies of the following documents:

Registration Certificate.
PAN Card.
GST Registration Certificate, if applicable. 
Latest Renewal Certificate, wherever applicable.
Declaration regarding capacity to ensure uninterrupted supply of food items as and when required by the department.
Any other document supporting eligibility and supply capability. Any quotation accompanied by false, misleading or incomplete 

information/ documents shall be liable to rejection.
The quotations shall be submitted in a sealed envelope superscribed "Rate Quotation for Supply of SNP/SAG Food Items under 

POSHAN Project Rohama" and shall reach the office of the undersigned within 10 (Ten) days from the date of publication of this notice.
The quotations shall be opened on 04/07/2026 at 10:00 AM in the office of the undersigned in the presence of the participating 

representatives who may wish to attend.
The selection shall be made on the basis of the lowest evaluated aggregate rate of the approved SNP/SAG food basket, subject to 

fulfilment of eligibility conditions and reasonableness of rates. Rates found unreasonable with reference to prevailing market rates may 
be rejected.

The approved rates shall remain valid up to 31.03.2027 or till revision/modification of the approved menu, procurement policy, 
Government instructions, financial rules, treasury procedures or directions issued by the competent authority, whichever is earlier.

The rate contract/supply arrangement shall be subject to the prevailing Government instructions, procurement policies, financial 
rules, treasury procedures, directions of competent authorities and orders of competent Courts, as applicable from time to time. Actual 
quantities to be procured shall depend upon beneficiary strength, approved menu and availability of funds from time to time.

The rate contract and placement of supply orders shall be subject to availability of funds, admissibility of expenditure, fulfilment of 
all codal formalities and compliance with applicable financial and treasury procedures/instructions in force from time to time.

The department shall not be liable for any procurement or supply in the event of non-release of funds, non-admissibility of 
expenditure, change in procurement policy, modification of Government instructions, judicial directions, or any other administrative or 
financial restrictions imposed by the competent authority.

The department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all quotations, wholly or partly, and to cancel, modify or curtail the rate 
contract at any stage without assigning any reason thereof.
No: CDPO/POSHAN/2026/221-229 Child Development Project Officer
Dated: 23-06-2026.  POSHAN Project Rohama.

DIPK-2537-26
DT: 25/06/2026

LG, CM  condole 
demise of JKAS 
officer Romin Ahmad

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj 
Sinha  and Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah Thurs-
day expressed deep grief  
over the untimely passing 
of  Shri Romin Ahmad, 
an officer of  the Jammu 
Kashmir Administrative 
Service (JKAS).

In a condolence mes-
sage, the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor has said: "Grieved 
by the untimely demise of  
Shri Romin Ahmad. As a 
dedicated officer, he served 
the people of  Jammu Kash-
mir with dedication and 
commitment. I extend my 
heartfelt condolences to the 

bereaved family in this diffi-
cult hour. May the Almighty 
grant eternal peace to the 
departed soul."

Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah, in his condo-
lence message, the Chief  
Minister described the 
passing of  the officer as 
a significant loss to the 
administration.

The Chief  Minister 
extended his heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved 
family, friends and col-
leagues in this hour of  
grief. He prayed for eter-
nal peace to the departed 
soul and for strength and 
fortitude to the bereaved 
family to bear this irrepa-
rable loss.

Kabra chairs UT-Level Committee 
Meeting on Groundwater 
Resource Assessment

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Additional 
Chief  Secretary, Jal Shakti 
Department, Shaleen 
Kabra, Thursday chaired 
a meeting of  the Union 
Territory Level Coordina-
tion Committee (UTLC) 
convened for assessment 
of  groundwater resource 
potential in Jammu and 
Kashmir for the year 2026. 
Apart from senior officials 
of  Central Government 
Water Board, the meet-
ing was attended by Shri 
Manoj Gupta, Secretary 
Technical, JSD, CEs PHE 
and Irrigation & Flood 
Control Departments and 
representatives of  stake-
holder departments.

The meeting, organised 
by the Central Ground 
Water Board (CGWB) in 
pursuance of  Government 
Order marked the com-
mencement of  the annual 
Groundwater Resource 
Assessment (GWRA-2026) 
exercise and reviewed 
ongoing groundwater man-
agement initiatives across 
the Union Territory.

During the meeting, 

detailed deliberations 
were held on groundwa-
ter resource assessment, 
inter-departmental coor-
dination and data sharing, 
besides implementation of  
the National Aquifer Map-
ping and Management Pro-
gramme (NAQUIM).

T h e  C o m m i t t e e 
reviewed the roadmap for 
assessment of  dynamic 
groundwater resources 
across 149 assessment 
units in Jammu and Kash-
mir and stressed the need 
for timely sharing, valida-
tion and integration of  data 
by all stakeholder depart-
ments to ensure accurate 
and scientific assessment.

On the occasion, the 
Additional Chief  Secretary 
released two significant 
publications of  the Central 
Ground Water Board includ-
ing the National Compila-
tion on Dynamic Ground 
Water Resources of  India – 
2025; and Dynamic Ground 
Water Resources of  Jammu 
& Kashmir – 2025.

These publications pro-
vide an updated assessment 
of  groundwater availability, 
extraction and sustainabil-

ity parameters, and are 
expected to serve as valu-
able reference documents 
for evidence-based plan-
ning, groundwater conser-
vation and sustainable man-
agement of  water resources 
in the Union Territory.

The meeting also 
reviewed the findings of  
aquifer management stud-
ies conducted in parts of  
Kathua district. Discussions 
were held on the proposed 
NAQUIM studies in the 
Jammu Urban Agglomera-
tion and selected areas of  
Anantnag and Rajouri dis-
tricts, aimed at enhancing 
scientific understanding of  
groundwater systems and 
strengthening conservation 
and management strategies.

Addressing the meeting, 
the ACS underscored the 
critical importance of  sci-
entific groundwater assess-
ment, coordinated inter-
departmental efforts and 
adoption of  sustainable 
groundwater management 
practices to safeguard the 
Union Territory’s water 
resources and ensure long-
term water security for 
future generations.

DC Shopian chairs monthly 

District NCORD meeting
Directs stronger action against drug trafficking and substance abuse

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Deputy Com-
missioner Shopian, Shishir 
Gupta, Thursday chaired 
the monthly District Level 
NCORD  meeting to review 
the progress of  anti-drug 
abuse initiatives and 
strengthen measures for 
curbing drug trafficking 
and substance abuse in the 
district.

At the outset, the Deputy 
Commissioner reviewed the 
performance of  enforce-
ment departments and the 
implementation of  deci-
sions taken in previous 
NCORD meetings.

He stressed the need 
for intensified efforts to 
identify drug peddlers, dis-
mantle supply networks and 
strengthen inter-depart-
mental coordination to 
effectively combat the drug 
menace.

Reviewing enforcement 
measures, the meeting was 
informed that 31 FIRs have 
been registered against poppy 
cultivators, while 18 driving 
licences of  persons involved 
in NDPS-related offences 
have been suspended. It was 
further informed that one 
medical shop has been sealed 
for violations under the rel-
evant provisions.

The meeting was also 
informed that out of  27 kilo-
metres of  road identified 
for wild cannabis growth, 
four kilometres have been 
cleared through joint action 
by the Police, Excise Depart-
ment and the Sub-Divisional 
Administration.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed the Police, 
Revenue, Excise, PMGSY, 
R&B, Education and Irri-
gation Departments to 
launch coordinated drives 
for the removal of  wild can-
nabis, particularly in the 
vicinity of  schools, water 
bodies, along roads and 
canals across the district. 
He emphasises on coun-
selling services be further 
strengthened at Addiction 
Treatment Facility at DH 
Shopian to ensure sustained 
de- addiction support for 
victims of  substance abuse.

The DC also directed 
concerned departments 
to intensity facilitation of  
registration of  recovered 
victims under various self-
employment and livelihood 
schemes so that they can 
be rehabilitated economi-
cally and reintegrated into 
society through sustainable 
means of  livelihood.

Emphasising preventive 
measures, the DC directed 
the tehsildars to identify suit-
able land for development 
of  playgrounds in pend-
ing panchayats to promote 

constructive youth engage-
ment. He also instructed the 
concerned departments to 
activate Youth Clubs across 
all panchayats and involve 
religious leaders, commu-
nity elders and civil society 
organisations in strengthen-
ing awareness and preven-
tion efforts against drug 
abuse.

The meeting also 
reviewed the progress of  
activities being carried 
out under the ongoing 100-
day Nasha Mukt Jammu 
& Kashmir Abhiyan and 
directed all departments to 
further intensify awareness 
campaigns to ensure wider 
impact of  the campaign.

Among others, the meet-
ing was attended by SSP 
Shopian, Mushtaq Ahmad 
Chaudhary; ADC Shopian, 
Dr. Zakir Hussain Faaz; 
ACR Shopian, Shakoor 
Ahmad; SDM Zainapora, 
Bilal Ahmad; SE, R&B, DIO 
and officers from Health, 
Education, Excise, MVD, 
Drug Control, Irrigation, 
Social Welfare, Tehsil-
dars and other concerned 
departments.

DC Kulgam reviews arrangements 
for Yom-e-Ashura at Shahoo, Sachen

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM:  Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam, Thurs-
day visited Shahoo and 
Sachen areas to review the 
arrangements being put in 
place for the smooth and 
peaceful observance of  
Yom-e-Ashura.

During the visit, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
inspected the arrange-
ments related to drinking 
water supply, sanitation, 
electricity, healthcare 
facilities, and traffic man-
agement to ensure the con-
venience of  mourners.

Interacting with offi-

cers and local representa-
tives, the DC directed all 
concerned departments 
to ensure the timely provi-
sion of  all essential servic-
es and maintain close coor-
dination for the smooth 
conduct of  the religious 
observance.

He emphasized that all 
necessary arrangements 
should be put in place well 
in advance to facilitate 
the peaceful, dignified, 
and hassle-free obser-
vance of  Yom-e-Ashura 
and instructed officers 
to remain available on 
the ground to promptly 
address any issues that 
may arise.

DE&CC Srinagar organizes Job Fair at GPC Gogjibagh
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: District 
Employment & Counsel-
ling Centre (DE&CC), Sri-
nagar Thursday organized 
a District-Level Job Fair 
at Kashmir Government 
Polytechnic College (GPC), 
Gogjibagh, Srinagar.

The event was graced by  
MLA Lal Chowk, Ahsan 
Pardesi, as the Chief  Guest.

The Job Fair witnessed 
an overwhelming response 
from the youth, with 
around 400 job seekers par-
ticipating in the event. A 
total of  15 reputed private 
companies from diverse 
sectors participated and 
offered employment oppor-
tunities to aspiring candi-
dates.

In addition to the partici-
pating companies, six line 
departments established 
awareness and facilitation 
stalls to disseminate infor-
mation regarding various 

government schemes and 
livelihood initiatives. A 
dedicated Mission YUVA 
Stall was also installed at 
the venue, which attracted 
considerable attention and 
witnessed significant foot-
fall from youth interested in 
self-employment and entre-
preneurship opportunities.

During his visit, MLA 
Lal Chowk,  Ahsan Parde-
si, toured all the stalls and 
interacted with represen-
tatives of  the participating 
companies, line depart-
ments, Mission YUVA offi-
cials, and job seekers. He 
appreciated the efforts of  

the Employment Depart-
ment in organizing the 
Job Fair and stressed the 
need for conducting more 
such programmes in the 
future to provide enhanced 
employment opportunities 
and career guidance to the 
youth. He observed that 
such initiatives play a vital 
role in bridging the gap 
between employers and 
job seekers and contrib-
ute significantly towards 
youth empowerment and 
economic development.

The Job Fair provided 
an effective platform for 
direct interaction between 

employers and job seekers.
 Following screening 

and interviews conducted 
during the event, 37 candi-
dates were shortlisted by 
the participating compa-
nies for further stages of  
selection and placement.

The programme con-
cluded successfully with 
enthusiastic participation 
from employers, govern-
ment departments, and 
job seekers, reaffirming 
the commitment of  the 
Employment Department 
towards employment gen-
eration and youth empow-
erment in the district.

FDA issues advisory to FBOs 
on safe procurement and use 
of Milk Products

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In view of  the 
extensive consumption of  
milk and milk products by 
the general public and their 
widespread use in hotels, 
restaurants, catering estab-
lishments, cafes, sweet shops, 
bakeries and other food vend-
ing establishments, the Food 
and Drugs Administration 
(FDA), Jammu & Kashmir, 
has issued an advisory to 
all Food Business Operators 
(FBOs) regarding the procure-
ment, storage, use and sale of  
milk and milk products.

Commissioner, Food and 
Drugs Administration, J&K, 
Khalid Jahangir, stated that 
Food Business Operators 
must adhere to the prescribed 
standards and safety norms 
while procuring and using 
milk and milk products to 
ensure food safety, consumer 
protection and public health.

The advisory states that 
it has come to the notice of  
the authorities that in cer-
tain instances milk prod-
ucts, particularly Paneer, 
Ghee and Khoa/Mawa, are 
being procured, supplied or 
used without adequate dis-
closure of  the procurement 
chain, quality assurance 
mechanisms and traceability 
records. Such practices may 
pose serious risks to public 
health and can mislead con-
sumers regarding the qual-
ity and authenticity of  food 
being served.

In this regard, all Food 
Business Operators, espe-
cially hotels, restaurants, 
catering establishments, 
cafes, sweet shops, tea stalls, 
dhabas, itinerant vendors 
and food vending establish-
ments, have been advised to 
strictly adhere to the guide-
lines and instructions issued 

through the advisory on key 
compliance parameters viz. 
Procurement and traceabil-
ity of  milk and milk products, 
their notified Standards and 
Regulatory Compliance with 
packaging and labelling 
requirements, consumer 
information, menu disclo-
sure and Food Safety Display 
Boards.

The advisory reiterates 
that under the Food Safety 
and Standards Regulations, 
it is prohibited to sell or serve 
milk containing added water; 
dahi/curd not prepared from 
boiled, pasteurized or steril-
ized milk; skimmed milk as 
regular milk; milk and milk 
products containing sub-
stances not naturally found 
in milk, except where spe-
cifically permitted under the 
regulations.

The advisory issued by 
the Food & Drugs Adminis-
tration further emphasized 
that compliance with the 
Food Safety and Standards 
Act, 2006 and regulations 
framed thereunder is man-
datory for all Food Business 
Operators and all stakehold-
ers dealing in milk and milk 
products were called upon to 
strictly adhere to food safety 
standards and departmental 
advisories issued from time to 
time in the interest of  public 
health and consumer welfare.

The Commissioner also 
appealed to consumers to 
remain vigilant, read labels 
and display boards carefully, 
and report any concerns 
regarding the quality or safety 
of  food products. Complaints 
may be lodged through the 
Toll-Free Number 104, by 
email at cfsjandk.fnd@jk.gov.
in, or through the FSSAI 
consumer grievance portal 
https://foscos.fssai.gov.in/
consumergrievance.

DE&CC B'pora organizes 
One-Day Job Fair; over 450 
unemployed youth participate

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: District 
Employment & Counsel-
ling Centre (DE&CC), 
Bandipora, on Thursday 
organized a one-day Job 
Fair at the Employment 
Office premises under the 
theme “One Platform for 
Employment and Entre-
preneurship.”

The event aimed to 
bridge the gap between 
job seekers and employers 
by providing a common 
platform for employment 
opportunities and career 
advancement.

The Job Fair witnessed 
an overwhelming response 
from the youth of  the dis-
trict, with more than 450 
unemployed candidates 
from different areas par-
ticipating enthusiastically 
in the event. Around 15 
reputed companies and 
private-sector employ-
ers representing diverse 
industries took part in the 
recruitment drive, offering 
employment opportunities 
across various sectors.

During the course of  the 
event, 450 candidates sub-
mitted their applications 
for different job profiles. 
Following preliminary 
screening and interaction 
sessions, 140 candidates 
were shortlisted for the 
next stage of  the selection 
process, while six candi-
dates secured on-the-spot 

placements, marking a 
significant achievement 
of  the recruitment drive.

To further strengthen 
employment and entrepre-
neurship initiatives, a dedi-
cated Mission YUVA Facili-
tation Stall was established 
by the Block Handholding 
and Development (BHD) 
team. The stall provided 
guidance and registration 
support to aspiring entre-
preneurs and unemployed 
youth under various Mis-
sion YUVA schemes. Par-
ticipants were sensitized 
about livelihood genera-
tion opportunities, skill 
development programmes, 
self-employment initia-
tives, financial assistance 
schemes, and other socio-
economic empowerment 
programmes aimed at pro-
moting sustainable entre-
preneurship and employ-
ment.

Assistant Director 
Employment, Bandipora, 
Akil Khateeb, appreciated 
the active participation 
of  the youth, employers, 
and all stakeholders. He 
expressed gratitude to the 
participating companies, 
officials, and organizing 
teams for their collective 
efforts in making the Job 
Fair a grand success and 
reaffirmed the depart-
ment's resolve to continue 
organizing such initiatives 
for the welfare and empow-
erment of  the youth.

CIPMC Srinagar organizes Khet Bachao Abhiyan in Pulwama
GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: Crop Inte-
grated Pest Management 
Centre (CIPMC), Srinagar, 
Thursday organized a Khet 
Bachao Abhiyan at the 
field of  progressive farmer 
Ghulam Nabi Ganai at 
Sether Gund village, Kaka-
pora, Pulwama, in collabo-
ration with the Agricul-
ture Department and local 
farming community.

The programme wit-
nessed the participation 
of  around 30 farmers and 
aimed at promoting sustain-

able agricultural practices 
and creating awareness 
about the conservation of  
natural resources for safe-
guarding Mother Earth.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Assistant Plant 
Protection Officer, Abir 
Shankhari, demonstrated 
various tools and tech-
niques of  Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) and 
highlighted the importance 
of  the safe and judicious 
use of  pesticides. He also 
sensitized farmers about 
the National Pest Sur-
veillance System (NPSS) 

Mobile Application and its 
role in pest monitoring and 
management.

Scientific Assistant, 
Kawal Nain Singh, deliv-
ered an informative lec-
ture on the significance of  
100 percent seed treatment 
and the conservation of  
natural enemies in crop 
ecosystems. He also dem-
onstrated the use of  neem 
oil, pesticide label claims, 
QR code verification, pher-
omone traps and yellow 
sticky traps as effective 
components of  eco-friendly 
pest management.

Meanwhile, Junior Agri-
culture Extension Officer 
(JAEO), Kakapora, Ashiq 
Hussain, apprised the par-
ticipants about the precau-
tions to be observed while 
spraying pesticides and 
elaborated on the adverse 
effects of  indiscriminate 
pesticide use on human 
health and the environment.

The participating farm-
ers appreciated the initia-
tive and actively interacted 
with experts on various 
aspects of  integrated pest 
management and sustain-
able farming practices.
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LG Addresses Valedictory Session of 
International Conference on Amarnath Yatra
Amarnath Yatra living embodiment of India’s spiritual consciousness, cultural heritage

CM Omar pays tribute to Imam Hussain (AS), 

Karbala martyrs on Ashoora

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Lieu-
tenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha Thursday addressed 
the Valedictory Session of  
an International Confer-
ence on Shri Amarnath 
Ji Yatra, organized by the 
Government Degree Col-
lege for Women, Anantnag 
in collaboration with the 
District Administration 
Anantnag.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor stated that the 
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
is a living embodiment 
of  India’s spiritual con-
sciousness, cultural heri-
tage and humane values.

“We must preserve, 
enrich, and pass on this 
great tradition to future 
generations. The sacred 
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
stands for social unity 
and deep inner reflection. 
A journey of  patience, 
prayer, and connection 
with the divine, it reminds 
us that true spirituality is 
about exploring the light 
within,” he said.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor said that many fami-
lies and communities have 
served pilgrims for gen-
erations. He said people 
from different faiths and 
beliefs have played vital 
roles in contributing to 
this pilgrimage and their 
participation testifies to a 
shared human conscious-
ness that operates above 
the boundaries of  religion, 
language, and community.

“At a time when divi-
sions appear to be rising in 
many parts of  the world, 
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
offers a unique model of  
coexistence. The pilgrim-

age conveys that the true 
purpose of  faith is to bring 
people together. It is a 
spiritual journey of  the 
shared values of  human-
ity. The holy Yatra is also 
a vibrant celebration of  
India’s cultural diversity.

Devotees who come 
from across the country 
bring their languages, 
traditions and as they 
travel the route this diver-
sity becomes a medium 
of  mutual respect and 
warmth. I believe this 
is India’s real strength. 
Baba Barfani’s pilgrim-
age embodies the ideal of  
our civilization that we 

call “unity in diversity.” 
The journey teaches that 
national unity is built 
on mutual respect and 
common purpose," the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

He also stated that 
sacred Shri Amarnath Ji 
Yatra plays a critical role 
in the local economy. He 
mentioned that pony opera-
tors, shopkeepers, artisans, 
hoteliers, transport provid-
ers, thousands of  families 
are directly or indirectly 
linked to the pilgrimage 
and the yatra generates 
livelihoods and also accel-
erates regional develop-
ment and infrastructure.

“Maintaining a balance 
between development and 
nature conservation is 
our collective responsi-
bility. Sanitation, waste 
management, biodiversity 
conservation, animal wel-
fare, and environmental 
balance are our collective 
responsibility. A zero-
waste Shri Amarnath Ji 
yatra has been our com-
mitment, and pilgrims are 
encouraged through cam-
paigns such as 100 percent 
waste recycling, organized 
waste-collection networks, 
and “Bring plastic, take a 
bag” initiatives for envi-
ronmental protection,” 
he said.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor highlighted that 
over the past two to three 
years both tracks have 
been widened and ambu-
lances have been stationed 
at designated points along 
the route. He said Baltal 
and Chandanwari tracks 
were widened to 12 feet 
and illuminated at night. 
The tracks are inspected 
and repaired each night 
during the pilgrimage.

“In the future the Shri 
Amarnath Ji pilgrimage 
will become an important 
center for global spiritual 
tourism. It will introduce 
pilgrims and foreign visi-
tors to the Yatra's gran-

deur as well as India’s 
rich traditions of  phi-
losophy, yoga, medita-
tion, and spirituality. The 
pilgrimage will also be a 
strong instrument of  cul-
tural diplomacy. Visitors 
from different countries 
can return having experi-
enced a profound spiritual 
wisdom.

The sacred Yatra is part 
of  our cultural and spiri-
tual heritage. To ensure 
each devotee departs with 
a unique spiritual experi-
ence, many transforma-
tions have been carried out 
in the past five years, and 
digital tools have become 
an important means. 
Online registration, RFID 
and GPS-based monitoring, 
camera surveillance along 
the entire track, digital 
information systems, and 
modern communication 
technologies have made 
the pilgrimage safer, more 
accessible, and more trans-
parent. We have sought to 
adopt modern innovations 
while safeguarding the 
pilgrimage’s core spiritual 
spirit,” the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor said.

Dr. Mandeep K Bhan-
dari, Principal Secretary 
to Lieutenant Governor 
and CEO Shri Amar-
nath Ji Shrine Board; Dr. 
Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, 

Commissioner Secretary, 
Youth Services and Sports 
Department and Nodal 
Officer for Pahalgam 
Axis; Shri Anshul Garg, 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir; Shri VK Birdi, 
IGP Kashmir; Shri Javid 
Iqbal Matoo, DIG South 
Kashmir; Dr. Bilal Mohi-
uddin Bhat, Deputy Com-
missioner, Anantnag; Shri 
Amod Nagpure Ashok, 
SSP Anantnag, Dr. Khalida 
Hassan, Principal Govern-
ment Degree College for 
Women, Anantnag; Prof. 
Farooq Ahmed Malik, 
Organising Secretary, fac-
ulty, staff, students, prom-
inent citizens, civil society 
members and people from 
different walks of  life 
attended the conference.

LG expresses gratitude to Nitin 
Gadkari  for the restoration of vital 
bridges over Ravi, Sehar Khad
SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha Thursday 
expressed gratitude to the Hon'ble Union Minister of 
Road Transport and Highways Shri Nitin Gadkari for the 
restoration of two vital bridges on National Highway-44.

 “Great news ahead of the upcoming Shri Amarnath Ji 
Yatra. The two vital bridges over the Ravi River and Sehar 
Khad near Kalibari on NH-44, which were damaged in 
last year's flash floods, have been successfully restored. 
Deeply thankful to Hon'ble Union Minister of Road Trans-
port and Highways Shri Nitin Gadkari Ji for reinstating this 
crucial link. This will immensely benefit Shri Amarnath 
Ji pilgrims and ensure smooth movement of passengers 
and freight,” the Lieutenant Governor said. 

LG recalls 
sacrifices made 
by Imam Hussain 
(as) on eve of 
Ashura
SRINAGAR: The Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha Thurs-
day recalled the sacrifices of 
Hazrat Imam Hussain (AS) 
on the eve of Ashura, the 
10th day of Muharram.

In his message, the Lieu-
tenant Governor said: “The 
supreme sacrifices of Hazrat 
Imam Hussain (AS) and 
his companions at Karbala 
remain a timeless beacon for 
humanity, upholding truth, 
justice, and human dignity.

Let us resolve to imbibe 
these universal ideals and 
work together to build a 
peaceful, progressive, and 
equitable society."

CM Omar chairs 27th Board 

Meeting of LCMA
Reviews progress of lake conservation initiatives

Sakeena Itoo 

addresses mega public 

gathering at Aripal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: Minister for 
Education, Social Welfare, 
Health and Medical Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo, Thurs-
day visited Aripal Tral and 
addressed a mega public 
gathering. The Minister was 
accompanied by Member of  
Parliament (Rajya Sabha), 
Chowdhary Mohammad 
Ramzan and MLA Hazrat-
bal, Salman Sagar.

While interacting with 
the gathering, the Minister 
assured the people that the 
government remains com-
mitted towards addressing 
their genuine concerns 
and ensuring equitable 
development across all 
areas. She highlighted the 
administration’s resolve to 
strengthen public service 
delivery and accelerate the 
developmental initiatives 
aimed at improving the 
quality of  life of  the people.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sakeena Itoo high-
lighted various initiatives 
being undertaken for 
the welfare and socio-

economic upliftment of  
the people. She said that 
public welfare and inclu-
sive development remain 
the foremost priorities of  
the government.

The Minister further 
emphasized that sustained 
efforts are being made to 
enhance infrastructure 
and public facilities in key 
sectors including health, 
education, social welfare 
and other essential servic-
es. She urged the people to 
continue participating in 
the developmental process 
and maintain close coordi-
nation with the adminis-
tration for effective griev-
ance redressal.

During the event, indi-
viduals and deputations 
from across the Tral area 
projected their demands 
and highlighted various 
developmental issues and 
public welfare concerns.

The Minister listened 
patiently to the issues 
raised by the people and 
assured them of  the timely 
redressal of  all genuine 
grievances.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah 
Thursday chaired the 
27th Board of  Directors 
meeting of  the Jammu 
& Kashmir Lake Con-
servation and Manage-
ment Authority (LCMA) 
at SKICC to review the 
progress of  ongoing 
conservation initiatives 
and deliberate on policy, 
administrative and infra-
structure-related mat-
ters concerning the Dal, 
Nigeen, Khushalsar and 
Gilsar lakes.

The meeting was 
attended by Advisor to 
the Chief  Minister Nasir 
Aslam Wani, Chief  Sec-
retary Atal Dulloo, Addi-
tional Chief  Secretary to 
the Chief  Minister Dheer-
aj Gupta, Additional 
Chief  Secretary Finance 
Shailendra Kumar, Com-
missioner Secretary For-
ests, Environment and 
Ecology Sheetal Nanda, 
Commissioner Secre-
tary Housing and Urban 
Development Mandeep 
Kaur and other senior 
officers.

The Board reviewed the 

action taken on decisions 
of  its previous meeting 
and assessed the progress 
of  major conservation and 
restoration initiatives, 
including the Integrated 
Management Plan for 
the Dal-Nigeen lake eco-
system, eco-development 
of  lake hamlets, sewer-
age infrastructure, lake 
cleaning operations and 
other measures aimed at 
improving the ecological 
health of  the lakes.

Emphasizing that con-
servation of  Jammu and 
Kashmir’s lakes requires 
sustained institutional 
coordination, scientific 
planning and timely exe-
cution, the Chief  Minister 

directed the concerned 
departments and the 
Authority to expedite 
ongoing projects while 
ensuring strict compli-
ance with environmental 
safeguards and statutory 
procedures.

The meeting held 
detailed deliberations on 
agenda items relating to 
strengthening the Author-
ity, modernization of sewer-
age management systems, 
conservation of  Khushal-
sar and Gilsar lakes, and 
enhancement of institution-
al capacity. The Chief Min-
ister directed that proposals 
requiring further examina-
tion and refinement be 
revised and resubmitted 

after incorporating the 
observations made during 
the deliberations.

Reaffirming the Gov-
ernment’s commitment 
to preserving the frag-
ile lake ecosystem, the 
Chief  Minister stressed 
that conservation efforts 
must be guided by scien-
tific assessment, environ-
mental sustainability and 
long-term public interest.

He also called for 
regular monitoring of  
ongoing works and close 
inter-departmental coor-
dination to ensure tangi-
ble improvements in the 
conservation and man-
agement of  Jammu and 
Kashmir’s lakes.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Thurs-
day paid rich tributes to 
Hazrat Imam Hussain (AS) 
and the martyrs of Karbala, 
recalling their unparalleled 
sacrifice for truth, justice 
and righteousness.

In his message on 
the solemn occasion of  
Ashoora, the Chief  Minis-
ter said that the tragedy of  
Karbala remains an eter-
nal symbol of  courage, 
steadfastness and resis-

tance against tyranny. 
He observed that Hazrat 
Imam Hussain (AS), along 
with his devoted family 
members and companions, 
upheld the highest ideals of  
faith, justice, compassion 
and human dignity through 
their supreme sacrifice.

“The message of  
Karbala transcends time 
and geography. It inspires 
humanity to stand firm in 
the face of injustice, uphold 
moral values and safeguard 
the principles of  truth and 
righteousness, irrespec-

tive of  the challenges,” the 
Chief Minister said.

CM Omar Abdullah 
emphasized that the teach-
ings and sacrifice of  Imam 
Hussain (AS) continue to 
serve as a beacon of  hope 
and guidance for people 
across the world, remind-
ing society of  the impor-
tance of  selflessness, 
integrity and unwavering 
commitment to justice.

The Chief  Minister 
urged people to imbibe 
the timeless values exem-
plified by the martyrs of  

Karbala and work collec-
tively towards fostering 
peace, harmony, mutual 
respect and brotherhood 
in society.

On the occasion, Omar 
Abdullah joined the 
people in solemn obser-
vance of  Ashoora and 
prayed for lasting peace, 
communal harmony and 
prosperity in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

He also prayed for eter-
nal peace to the revered 
martyrs of  Karbala and for 
the well-being of  all.

Sakeena Itoo interacts 

with Himachal Pradesh’s 

Edu Min in Srinagar

Ministers deliberate on strengthening 
educational cooperation

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Education, Social Welfare, 
Health & Medical Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo, Thurs-
day held a detailed inter-
action with the Education 
Minister of  Himachal 
Pradesh, Rohit Thakur 
at Srinagar, focusing on 
the exchange of  ideas, 
best practices and inno-
vative reforms aimed at 
further strengthening the 
education sectors of  both 
regions.

During the meeting, the 
two Ministers engaged in 
comprehensive discus-
sions on various aspects 
of  school and higher edu-
cation sectors, including 
elementary education, 
including academic excel-
lence, digital learning, 
teacher capacity building, 
skill development and edu-
cational infrastructure.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sakeena Itoo high-
lighted the significant 
strides made by Jammu 
and Kashmir in the educa-
tion sector in last around 
two years. She informed 
that the Government is 
committed to ensuring 
quality, inclusive and equi-
table education through 
modernization of  educa-
tional institutions, expan-
sion of  digital learning 
facilities, strengthening 
of  teacher training pro-
grammes and promotion 
of  skill-based education.

The Minister highlight-
ed that the school educa-
tion department achieved 
significant achievements 
in last around two years, 
with results improving for 
both 10th and 12th classes. 
She reiterated that the 
government is focused on 
creating a robust academ-
ic ecosystem aligned with 
national priorities and 
global standards.

The Minister also 

shared details regard-
ing ongoing initiatives 
to improve educational 
access in remote and far-
flung areas, enhance learn-
ing outcomes, encourage 
innovation and research, 
and provide greater 
opportunities for stu-
dents through technology-
enabled education. She 
emphasized that education 
remains the cornerstone 
for empowering youth and 
accelerating socio-eco-
nomic development across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Himachal Pradesh 
Education Minister briefed 
the gathering about vari-
ous reforms undertaken 
by the state government 
to strengthen school edu-
cation, improve academic 
standards and expand 
access to quality learning 
opportunities across rural 
and mountainous regions. 
The Minister highlight-
ed Himachal Pradesh’s 
achievements in literacy, 
community participa-
tion in education and 
efforts towards improv-
ing educational outcomes 
through innovative teach-
ing practices.

B o t h  M i n i s t e r s 
expressed satisfaction over 
the constructive dialogue 
and agreed to enhance 
cooperation and knowl-
edge-sharing between 
Jammu & Kashmir and 
Himachal Pradesh in areas 
of  mutual interest. They 
emphasized that collabora-
tive efforts and exchange 
of  best practices would 
contribute significantly 
towards building a future-
ready education system 
capable of  meeting the 
aspirations of  students and 
preparing them for emerg-
ing global opportunities.

Senior officers of  the 
school education depart-
ment of  both the govern-
ments were present during 
the interaction.

MLA Sagar chairs 
meeting of Committee 
on Assurances

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A formal 
meeting of  the Committee 
on Assurances was held 
Thursday at the Assembly 
Secretariat, Srinagar, under 
the chairmanship of  MLA 
Ali Mohammad Sagar.

MLA Iftkar Ahmad, 
Waheed ur Rehman Para, 
Shabir Ahmad Kullay along 
with senior officers from the 
Assembly Secretariat were 
present in the meeting.

During the meeting, the 
Chairman underscored the 
vital role of the Committee 
on Assurances in ensuring 
the effective implementation 
of assurances, promises and 
commitments made by the 
Government on the floor of  
the House. He emphasized 
that the Committee serves as 
an important mechanism for 
monitoring the progress of  
such assurances and ensur-
ing their timely fulfillment.

The Chairman stressed 
the need for greater account-

ability among the govern-
ment departments in imple-
menting the assurances 
entrusted to them. He direct-
ed that all the concerned 
departments should make 
concerted efforts to ensure 
that pending assurances are 
implemented within a stipu-
lated period of three months.

The members of  the 
Committee also echoed the 
Chairman’s vision regard-
ing the significance of  the 
Committee and highlighted 
the need for strengthening 
the monitoring framework. 
They offered valuable sug-
gestions aimed at improving 
the effectiveness and effi-
ciency of  the Committee's 
functioning.

The Committee further 
resolved to hold regu-
lar meetings to review 
the status of  assurances 
and facilitate their timely 
implementation, thereby 
ensuring better results and 
enhanced accountability in 
governance.

6 workers injured in Baramulla VOP 
shuttering collapse incident

WARIS FAYAZ

BARAMULLA: At least six 
workers were injured on Thurs-
day when a shuttering collapsed 
during concreting work on an 
under-construction Vehicle 
Overpass (VOP) of Baramulla 
Bypass project at Cheradari 
here in North Kashmir.

Officials said that the inci-
dent occurred at Chainage 
57+735 on the New Bypass 
alignment at Cheradari when 
slab concreting was in prog-
ress. Following the mishap, 
the injured workers were 
rushed to a hospital for treat-
ment. All of them sustained 

minor injuries and were later 
discharged after receiving 
medical care.

Project authorities, how-
ever, maintained that reports 
circulating about the incident 
were far from reality and 
clarified that the structure 
involved was not a completed 
bridge but an under-construc-
tion ‘Vehicle Overpass.’

According to the project 
management, concreting of  
the slab was underway when 
nearby excavated soil sud-
denly slid during the final 
finishing stage and struck the 
staging system, resulting in 
the collapse of the shuttering.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.
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Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

A New Dawn In Sports 
For Jammu And Kashmir

T
he decision to build Jammu & Kash-
mir’s first National Centre of Excellence 
(NCOE) at Awantipora is a massive win 
for the region. It is far more than just 
a blueprint for modern buildings and 

synthetic tracks—it is a direct investment in the 
raw talent and big dreams of thousands of young 
athletes who have waited far too long for a level 
playing field.
For three decades the youth of Jammu & Kashmir 
struggled hard and finally succeeded in break-
ing the shackles. They have climbed podiums and 
made headlines despite lacking the elite training 
grounds, advanced sports science, and profession-
al networks available in other parts of the country. 
This new centre promises to tear down those barri-
ers, bringing world-class infrastructure and expert 
coaching right to their doorstep.
What makes this project a potential game-changer 
is its geography. Kashmir’s stunning, high-altitude 
terrain isn’t just beautiful, it is a natural, high-per-
formance training environment.
The thin air and challenging climate are ideal for 
building endurance, meaning Awantipora won't just 
serve local talent; it could easily become a premier 
training destination for elite athletes from all over 
India. The facility is set to be a massive hub, covering 
a wide range of sports including, track & Field: Ath-
letics and running disciplines, team Sports: Football, 
hockey, kabaddi, and kho-kho, and  combat & Preci-
sion: Taekwondo, shooting, and swimming.
The true value of this project won't just be mea-
sured in gold, silver, and bronze. It is about what 
sports can do for a community. For a vibrant, 
ambitious generation of young people in J&K, 
this centre opens up entirely new horizons. It 
transforms sports from a passionate hobby into a 
viable, respected career path. "Modern infrastruc-
ture alone does not produce champions. It takes a 
community, a vision, and sustained belief."
Furthermore, the NCOE will breathe new life into 
the local economy. Building a sports ecosystem 
means creating jobs, not just for coaches, but for 
physiotherapists, sports psychologists, administra-
tors, and support staff. It is as much a social and 
economic anchor as it is an athletic one.
An announcement like this brings a lot of hope, 
but the real work starts now. Shiny new equipment 
and pristine fields are meaningless without trans-
parent talent scouting, professional management, 
and regular access to high-level competitions. If 
executed with genuine commitment, the Awanti-
pora centre will become a beacon of what is pos-
sible. For J&K’s young athletes, it sends a powerful, 
long-overdue message:

        Healthcare At A Crossroads

Building Systems That Protect 
Patients And Professionals Alike
The Credentialing Crisis: Who Can Do What, And Who Decides? Beyond The Blame Game: Institutionalising 

Quality And Safety. How Accreditation, Credentialing, And Log Books Can Standardise Care In Kashmir

DR. FIAZ FAZILI

H
ealthcare in Kashmir has 
travelled a long and dif-
ficult journey. Despite 
remarkable achievements 
by local doctors, nurses, 

paramedics, and institutions, public 
perception oscillates between high 
expectations and deep dissatisfaction. 
A small news report, departmental 
inquiry, or adverse clinical outcome 
often becomes a final verdict—the 
accused treated as convicted before 
facts emerge. Discourse polarises 
between those supporting doctors and 
those advocating for patient rights.
This is neither healthy for profession-
als nor reassuring for patients. The 
need is not confrontation but reform—
moving from opinions to systems, from 
assumptions to standards, from blame 
to accountability. The future depends 
upon institutionalising quality and 
safety through accreditation, creden-
tialing, privileging, competency vali-
dation, and robust documentation.

This policy-oriented opinion piece 
draws upon internationally accepted 
principles of  quality assurance, patient 
safety, risk management, and healthcare 
governance. Its purpose is to encourage 
systems that protect both patients and 
professionals while promoting transpar-
ency and continuous improvement.

The Credentialing Deficit;One of  
the greatest lacunae in our system is 
the absence of  a uniform, transparent 

mechanism to determine who can do 
what, where, and under what condi-
tions.Today, degrees and experience 
certificates often become the primary 
basis for assigning responsibilities. 
While qualifications matter, they are 
insufficient by themselves. Possess-
ing a degree does not automatically 
establish competence to independent-
ly perform every procedure within a 
specialty. Safe healthcare requires 
verification not only of  qualifications 
but also of  practical competence, pro-

cedural experience, infrastructure 
support, and ongoing professional 
development.This is where creden-
tialing becomes essential.Credential-
ing is a formal process through which 
an institution verifies a professional's 
qualifications, degrees, training, 
certifications, registrations, work 
experience, skills, and competence. 
It answers a fundamental question: 
Is the individual genuinely qualified 
and competent to perform the ser-
vices claimedCredentialing protects 
patients, providers, and institutions. 
It helps identify fake degrees, forged 
experience certificates, fabricated rec-
ommendations, and unverified exper-
tise claims. Across the world, creden-
tialing is considered the first line of  
defence against unsafe practices.

Privileging; However, credentialing 
alone is insufficient. The next step is 
privileging.Privileging determines 
exactly which procedures and clinical 
activities a professional is authorised 
to perform within a specific institu-
tion—independently or under super-
vision. This is perhaps the most mis-
understood concept in our healthcare 
system.Does possessing a postgradu-
ate degree in surgery automatically 
entitle a surgeon to independently per-
form advanced procedures like liver 

transplants, Whipple procedures, vas-
cular shunts, or highly complex onco-
logical surgeries? The answer is no—
unless documented proof  of  privileges 
is certified by a team of  experts. Com-
pleting a specialisation certificate does 
not automatically permit performance 
of  every procedure associated with 
that specialty.Privileges are grant-
ed based on training, demonstrated 
skills, case volumes, outcomes, super-
vision records, continuing education, 
and institutional requirements. A 
clinician may initially observe, then 
assist, then perform under supervi-
sion, and finally independently. Such 
progression ensures patient safety 
while facilitating professional growth.

Log Books: Evidence of  Competence-
This is where procedure-specific log 
books become invaluable.A log book is far 
more than a record—it is evidence of com-
petence. It documents which procedures 
have been performed, how many times, in 
what capacity, and with what outcomes. It 
records whether the individual observed, 
assisted, performed under supervision, 
or performed independently. For a hos-
pital credentialing committee, a log book 
provides objective evidence rather than 
subjective claims. No one should work 
outside or apply for a job without one.In 
an era of  increasing specialisation, every 
invasive procedure, intervention, surgery, 
transplant, endoscopy, catheterisation, or 
critical care intervention should be linked 
to documented competence and validated 
privileges.

Facility Credentialing: The Missing 
Piece;Another neglected aspect is facil-
ity credentialing. Even the most brilliant, 
competent clinician cannot safely perform 
complex procedures without required 
infrastructure and backup support.

Healthcare is a team sport. A highly 
skilled surgeon cannot perform a major 
transplant safely without a trained 
anaesthesia team, critical care support, 
blood bank services, infection control 
systems, imaging facilities, labora-
tory backup, and emergency response 
mechanisms.The question is not merely 
whether a doctor is competent—it is 
whether the system is competent. Can 
this hospital safely perform this pro-
cedure? Can it manage complications? 
Does it have infrastructure? Can it 
transfer patients urgently if  required? 

Does it have referral arrangements 
and memorandums of  understand-
ing with higher centres? Who initiates 
transfer? When should transfer occur? 
Who accompanies the patient? What 
are standard operating procedures for 
inter-facility transfer?These questions 
can determine life and death and must 
be documented.

Accreditation: The Reform Engine; 
Healthcare standards require every 
institution and department to main-
tain documented policies, procedures, 
and operational manuals. Every 
employee must know not only their 
responsibilities but also the processes 
governing patient care. Quality cannot 
depend upon memory, assumptions, or 
individual discretion alone—it must 
depend upon documented systems. 
During my own professional journey 
in healthcare quality as a QPS asses-
sor involved with accreditation stan-
dards and international names like 
JCI,CBAHI,NABH, I witnessed how 
structured systems transform health-
care delivery. Hundreds of  policies, 
procedures, and protocols were devel-
oped, validated, implemented, moni-
tored, and periodically reviewed. The 
result was consistency, accountability, 
and safer care. Accreditation is often 
misunderstood as a bureaucratic exer-

cise. In reality, it is one of  the most 
powerful instruments for healthcare 
reform.

Accreditation by an independent 
agency like NABH helps standardise 
healthcare delivery across second-
ary, tertiary, and teaching hospitals. It 
requires institutions to establish docu-
mented policies, standard operating 
procedures, patient safety mechanisms, 
infection control programmes, medica-
tion management systems, credential-
ing and privileging processes, quality 
indicators, and continuous monitoring. 
Care becomes system-driven, measur-
able, and reproducible.This reduces 
variations in clinical practice, strength-
ens accountability, clarifies responsibil-
ities, and promotes a culture of  continu-
ous quality improvement. Accreditation 
ensures patient rights, staff  safety, risk 
management, and ethical standards 
are integrated into routine delivery.
For teaching hospitals particularly, 
accreditation creates an environment 
where patient care, education, and 
research operate within a structured 
framework. Trainees learn evidence-
based practices, supervision require-
ments are clearly defined, and clinical 
activities are supported by appropriate 
infrastructure. External expert assess-
ment helps identify gaps that might oth-
erwise remain unnoticed. The focus is 
not fault-finding but improving systems, 
reducing preventable errors, enhancing 
patient confidence, and fostering a cul-
ture where quality and safety become 
organisational priorities.

Protocol-Driven Care;Evidence-
based clinical protocols for ten 
common admissions and emergency 
conditions represent one of  the most 
effective strategies for improving qual-
ity. Hospitals should establish Level 
A protocols based on strong scientific 
evidence and international guide-
lines, and Level B protocols based on 
expert consensus and locally avail-
able resources.Standardised algo-
rithms for conditions such as acute 
coronary syndrome, stroke, sepsis, 
trauma, diabetic emergencies, asthma, 
pneumonia, acute abdomen, obstetric 
emergencies, and poisoning ensure 
every patient receives timely, consis-
tent, and scientifically validated care 
regardless of  the treating clinician 

or time of  presentation.Algorithm-
based pathways help clinicians make 
rapid, appropriate decisions, particu-
larly during emergencies when delays 
can adversely affect outcomes. They 
reduce unwarranted practice varia-
tion, improve multidisciplinary com-
munication, facilitate junior staff  
training, and support clinical audits. 
Most importantly, they provide a 
transparent benchmark for evaluat-
ing care.

Ro o t - C a u s e  A n a lys i s  vs . 
Blame;When adverse events, sentinel 
events, or near misses occur, the objec-
tive is not naming, blaming, or sham-
ing—it is root-cause analysis. What 
happened? Why? What system failed? 
How can recurrence be prevented?The 
focus shifts from individual fault-
finding to system improvement. This 
protects both patients and healthcare 
workers. Patients receive safer care, 
clearer communication, and greater 
transparency. Professionals work 
within defined standards rather than 
being subjected to arbitrary judgments 
and media trials.Quality standards are 
always contextual. We do not compare 
a district hospital in Kashmir with the 
world's most advanced institutions. 
Benchmarking is based on available 
resources, local realities, and expected 

level of  care. The goal is not perfec-
tion—it is continuous improvement.

The Way Forward;If  we truly wish 
to reduce conflict, mistrust, allega-
tions, defensive medicine, and public 
dissatisfaction,improve standards and 
accountability , we must institutionalise 
accreditation, credentialing, privileging, 
competency assessment, and documen-
tation across all healthcare facilities in 
Jammu and Kashmir.Such reforms will 
bring clarity where ambiguity exists 
today. They will establish who can per-
form which procedures and under what 
circumstances. They will ensure infra-
structure matches clinical ambition. 
They will strengthen accountability 
without witch-hunts. They will protect 
patient rights while safeguarding profes-
sionals from unfair accusations. Most 
importantly, they will create a healthcare 
system built upon evidence, standards, 
transparency, and trust.

A Humble Plea To all colleagues: "I 
know and others do not" or portraying 
oneself  as the ultimate authority is 
neither ethical nor professional. No 
doctor, regardless of  position, fame, or 
achievement, possesses all knowledge. 
Medicine is a lifelong journey of  learn-
ing, humility, and collaboration. True 
professionalism lies in respecting the 
knowledge, experience, and contribu-
tions of  others while remaining open 
to continuous learning.Healthcare 
reform is not about finding faults in 
our institutions—it is about strength-
ening them. Tomorrow can indeed be 
brighter if  we choose systems over 
sentiments, standards over specula-
tion, and reform over rhetoric.Look 
how teenage sensation Vaibhav Soory-
avanshi rewrites the record books! 
Every dawn begins with a vision. 
The dawn of  safer, standardised, and 
accountable healthcare in Kashmir 
can begin today—if  we have the cour-
age to embrace reform.

Note: This article is a policy and 
systems-improvement discussion and 
should not be construed as commentary 
on any recent event, incident, institu-
tion, or individual.) 

The author is a Clinical Auditor who 
has worked as Team Leader with nation-
al and international accreditation bodies 
including JCI, CBAHi, ISO, and NABH.

Can this hos-
pital safely 
perform this 

procedure? Can it 
manage complica-
tions? Does it have 
infrastructure? 
Can it transfer 
patients urgently 
if  required? Does 
it have referral 
arrangements and 
memorandums 
of  understanding 
with higher cen-
tres? Who initiates 
transfer? When 
should transfer 
occur? Who accom-
panies the patient? 
What are standard 
operating proce-
dures for inter-
facility transfer?
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Darkness Of Drugs : That First Hit Will Ruin Your Life
YOGESH KUMAR GOYAL

T
he future of  any nation 
depends on the dreams, 
energy, and creativity of  its 
youth. But when this very 
young generation starts 

falling into the grip of  drug addiction, 
it no longer remains just a social issue 
but assumes the form of  a national 
crisis. Today, India, along with many 
other countries of  the world, is facing 
this very challenge. Such an eclipse of  
drug addiction is cast upon the talent, 
thinking, creativity, and future of  the 
youth, which is hollowing out not just 
families but the entire society and 
nation from within. Aimed at gener-
ating global awareness against this 
serious challenge, 'International Day 
Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Traf-
ficking' is observed every year on June 
26. This day is not a mere formal event 
but an occasion to warn the entire 
humanity that if  the rising vicious 
cycle of  drug abuse is not checked in 
time, its consequences will have to be 
borne by the generations to come.

In India, the problem of  drug addic-
tion is no longer confined to metro-
politan cities. It has reached villages, 
towns, small cities, and even schools 
and colleges. It was once believed that 
the consumption of  narcotic substanc-
es was a problem only of  the affluent 
class or urban culture, but today the 
reality is far more terrifying. Even in 
rural areas, the prevalence of  narcot-
ic substances taken through opium, 
charas, ganja, heroin, synthetic drugs, 
and injections is increasing rapidly. 
This situation indicates that the net-
work of  drug abuse has now reached 
every layer of  society. Today's youth is 
surrounded by various kinds of  pres-
sures. Competition, unemployment, 
social expectations, family stress, 
mental depression, loneliness, and the 
desire for instant success are making 
them weak from within. In such a situ-
ation, drug traffickers exploit these 
very weaknesses of  the youth to trap 
them in their net. Often, peer pres-
sure, the desire to look modern, the 
quest for thrill, or the attraction of  
momentary pleasure pushes the youth 
towards addiction. The beginning 
often starts with curiosity, but gradu-
ally this very curiosity turns into an 
addiction and then becomes the cause 
of  destruction.

While the internet and digital tech-

nology have opened new doors of  
knowledge, they have also provided 
new tools to the drug trade. Through 
social media, encrypted messaging 
apps, and the dark web, the buying and 
selling of  narcotics has become easier 
than ever before. Now, the drug deal 
is not confined to a deserted alley but 
has reached the smartphone screen.

 This is the reason why the reach 
of  drugs in colleges and universities 
is increasing alarmingly. Today, seri-
ous questions have been raised from 
time to time regarding the availabil-
ity of  narcotic substances in many 
prestigious educational institutions 
of  the country. It is indeed an irony 
that in the very campuses where the 
future of  the nation should be built, 
some youths are moving on the path of  
destroying their own future. A flawed 
interpretation of  modernity and free-
dom has also aggravated this problem. 
Many youths are under the illusion 
that addiction makes them more con-
fident, creative, and modern, whereas 
the reality is completely contrary to 
this. Addiction gradually destroys a 
person's ability to think and under-
stand. Their decision-making power 
weakens, memory is affected, concen-
tration decreases, and mental balance 
begins to deteriorate. The youth who 
moves forward with big dreams in life, 
destroys his own talent and possibili-

ties by falling into the grip of  addic-
tion. This is why drug addiction is 
considered not just a health problem 
but a problem of  the destruction of  
human resources.

The most lethal impact of  narcotic 
substances is that they make a person 
a slave both mentally and physically. 
Once addicted, a person starts con-
suming drugs in increasingly larger 
quantities to maintain the same effect. 
Consequently, their body begins to 
weaken, appetite decreases, weight 
drops, eyes remain red, sleep is affect-
ed, irritability increases, and a state 
of  depression arises. In many cases, 
the individual also becomes a victim 
of  suicidal tendencies. The danger is 
even more severe for those who abuse 
drugs through injections. The repeat-
ed use of  the same needle increases 
the risk of  spreading HIV, Hepatitis, 
and other infections. This is why drug 
addiction becomes a serious challenge 
not only for the individual but also for 
the public health system.

The illicit trade of  narcotics is 
among the most lucrative crimes in 
the world. This multi-billion rupee 
business is deeply linked with crimes 
such as international smuggling, ter-
rorism, organized crime, and money 
laundering. India’s geographical loca-
tion makes it a crucial transit route 
between major narcotic production 

areas like the Golden Crescent and the 
Golden Triangle. Smuggling consign-
ments coming from Pakistan, Afghani-
stan, Myanmar, and other neighboring 
regions remain a constant challenge 
for India. The most worrisome aspect 
is that this illicit drug trade is now 
utilizing state-of-the-art technologies. 
Drones, encrypted communication 
mediums, fake identities, and digital 
payment systems are providing new 

strength to smugglers. In such a sce-
nario, control over this problem is not 
possible through traditional polic-
ing alone. For this, a comprehensive 
strategy at technical, social, and legal 
levels is required.

Although stringent laws exist in 
India to prevent the trafficking and 
consumption of  narcotics, the chal-
lenge of  effective implementation of  
laws still remains. The fight against 
drugs cannot be the responsibility of  
the police, administration, or govern-
ment alone; it is the collective respon-
sibility of  society. Families will have 
to increase communication with their 
children.

 Educational institutions must 
run anti-drug awareness campaigns. 
Religious and social organizations 
also need to play an active role in 
this direction. In fact, the most effec-
tive weapons against drug abuse are 
awareness, education, and a positive 
environment. If  youth are connected 
with better education, employment, 
sports, art, culture, and creative 
activities, they can stay away from 
destructive paths like drugs. We must 
not limit ourselves to merely telling 
the youth about the ill-effects of  drugs, 
but we must also give them a positive 
purpose in life.

The International Day Against 
Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 
gives us the message that the fight 
against drugs is not a single-day cam-
paign but a continuous social move-
ment. If  India is to be made a devel-
oped nation, its youth power must first 
be freed from the darkness of  drug 
addiction. This eclipse on the thinking 
of  the country's youth will be removed 
only when the government, society, 
family, and the youth themselves face 
this challenge together. 

Today, the need is that instead of  
a packet of  drugs, there should be a 
book of  knowledge in the hands of  
the youth; instead of  the blurriness 
of  intoxication, there should be the 
sparkle of  dreams in their eyes; and 
instead of  the eclipse of  addiction on 
their thinking, there should be the 
bright light of  nation-building. This 
is the greatest requirement for a drug-
free India, and this is also the stron-
gest foundation for a developed India.

Author is a journalist. He can be 
mailed at mediacaregroup@gmail.com

Achievement Or Concern: Fixed-Dose Drug Combinations

DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

H
ealth is the most impor-
tant asset of  any nation. 
Modern medical science 
has made unprecedented 
progress in the treatment 

of  diseases, and a significant aspect of  
this progress is the combined use of  
various drugs. Many diseases require 
more than one drug for treatment. 
Keeping this need in mind, fixed-dose 
drug combinations (FDCs) were devel-
oped. FDCs are medicines that com-
bine two or more active pharmaceuti-
cal ingredients in a specific ratio and 
are presented as a single drug. These 
can be in the form of  tablets, capsules, 
syrups, or injections.

FDCs have become an important 
part of  the medical world today. They 
are widely used in the treatment of  
high blood pressure, diabetes, tuber-
culosis, HIV infection, heart disease, 
asthma, and various infections. The 
World Health Organization also 
considers the use of  FDCs useful in 
certain conditions. While they have 
many benefits, their uncontrolled 
and irrational use has also raised 
serious concerns. There has been a 
long-standing debate, particularly in 
India, regarding the regulation and 
quality of  FDCs.

The basic purpose of  FDCs is to 
simplify treatment. When a patient 
needs to take different medications 
multiple times a day, they often miss 
doses or don't take them regularly. 
This impacts the success of  treatment. 
If  the same medications are available 
in a single pill, it becomes easier for 
the patient to take them. This is why 
FDCs are considered an effective tool 
to increase patient compliance.

The biggest advantage of  FDCs is 
patient convenience. Containing mul-
tiple medications in a single tablet 
simplifies medication administration. 
This is particularly useful for older 
patients, children, and those on long-

term treatment. Reducing the number 
of  medications reduces the likelihood 
of  patients discontinuing treatment. 
This advantage is particularly impor-
tant in diseases like tuberculosis and 
HIV, where incomplete treatment can 
have serious consequences.

Another important benefit of  FDCs 
is increased treatment effectiveness. 
In many diseases, combining differ-
ent drugs produces better results. 
For example, the treatment of  tuber-
culosis requires the combined use of  
multiple drugs because single-drug 
treatment can lead to bacterial resis-
tance. Similarly, multi-drug therapy is 
part of  the standard treatment for HIV 
infection. In such cases, FDCs simplify 
and make treatment more effective.

Another benefit of  FDCs is con-
trolling drug resistance. Antibiotic 
resistance has become a global health 
crisis. If  a patient skips one of  the 
necessary medications, the potential 
for pathogens to develop resistance 
increases. FDCs help mitigate this 
problem by giving all necessary medi-
cations simultaneously. This prevents 
the patient from skipping a single 
medication, making treatment more 
effective.

FDCs are also often economically 
beneficial. The production, packag-
ing, transportation, and distribu-
tion costs of  combined drugs can be 
lower than those of  individual drugs. 
This reduces the financial burden on 
healthcare systems. The use of  FDCs 
in large government health programs 
can also simplify drug management 
and supply systems.

FDCs are also useful for health 
administration. In national health 
programs, when medicines must be 
provided to large numbers of  patients, 
distributing a single combined drug 
is more convenient than distributing 
individual drugs. This reduces storage 
requirements and makes it easier to 
ensure drug availability.

Despite these advantages, FDCs 
also pose several serious challeng-
es. The most significant problem is 
the lack of  dosage flexibility. Each 
patient's needs are different. Often, 
a physician may want to increase 
or decrease the dosage of  a particu-
lar drug, but this is impossible with 
FDCs because all the components are 
in fixed proportions. As a result, the 

patient must either change the entire 
drug or take a dosage that does not 
meet their needs.

Another major drawback of  FDCs 
is that they make it difficult to identify 
side effects. If  a patient experiences 
an allergic reaction or other adverse 
effect after taking a combined medi-
cation, it can be difficult to identify 
which component caused the problem. 
This can complicate treatment and 
compromise patient safety.

Another significant problem is 
unnecessary medication use. Some-
times, patients don't need all the medi-
cations included in an FDC, yet they 
are still required to take the entire 
combination. This increases the risk 
of  side effects and exposes patients to 
unnecessary additional medications. 
A fundamental principle of  medical 
science is to give patients only the 
medication they need, but irrational 
FDCs can go against this principle.

The biggest concern regarding 
FDCs in India has been irrational 
combinations. For a long time, many 
drugs were available on the market 
for combinations that had no clear sci-
entific basis. In some cases, the com-
ponents of  the drugs reduced rather 
than enhanced each other's effects, 
while some combinations posed 
unnecessary risks to patients. This 

situation exposed the weaknesses of  
the drug regulatory system.

Irrational combinations of  antibi-
otics have been a particular concern. 
Their improper use promotes resis-
tance in bacteria. When antibiotics 
become ineffective, even common 
infections become difficult to treat. 
The World Health Organization has 
identified antibiotic resistance as 
one of  the greatest threats to human 
health. Therefore, special caution 
is necessary in the use of  antibiotic 
FDCs.

Challenges related to FDCs include 
the complexity of  the regulatory 
system. Before any new FDC can be 
marketed, adequate scientific testing 
of  its safety, efficacy, and quality must 
be conducted. Weak testing and evalu-
ation processes can lead to unsafe or 
ineffective drugs reaching the market. 
In India, the central government has 
periodically banned several irrational 
FDCs, highlighting the severity of  this 
problem.

India is one of  the world's largest 
drug producers, and the use of  FDCs 
is widespread. Thousands of  FDCs 
are available in the Indian pharma-
ceutical market. Many of  these are 
scientifically justified and extremely 
beneficial to patients, while some com-
binations appear to have been devel-

oped solely for commercial gain. This 
is why experts have long stressed the 
need for a rational drug policy.

A rational FDC is one in which each 
ingredient has a clear role, all ingre-
dients complement each other, their 
safety and effectiveness are scientifi-
cally proven, and their combined use 
is more beneficial than using them 
individually. A combination that does 
not meet these standards is not con-
sidered rational.

Looking ahead, India needs to adopt 
a balanced approach to FDCs. While 
recognizing the genuine benefits of  
these drugs, preventing their misuse 
and irrational use is crucial. This 
requires making the drug approval 
process more transparent and scien-
tific. Physicians should be trained in 
rational drug use, and patients should 
be made aware that they should not 
use combination drugs without medi-
cal advice.

Pharmacovigilance, or drug side-
effect monitoring, also needs to be 
strengthened. This will ensure that 
any FDC-related adverse effects are 
identified in a timely manner and nec-
essary regulatory action can be taken. 
Effective national strategies must also 
be adopted to promote the judicious 
use of  antibiotics.

Ultimately, it can be said that fixed-
dose drug combinations are an impor-
tant and useful tool of  modern medical 
science. Their use, under appropriate 
circumstances, plays a crucial role in 
increasing patient compliance, simpli-
fying treatment, reducing drug resis-
tance, and improving the efficiency of  
healthcare services. However, their 
benefits can only be ensured if  they 
are used based on scientific evidence, 
rational medical principles, and a 
robust regulatory system. Irrational 
FDCs not only pose risks to patients 
but can also pose serious challenges to 
public health. Therefore, it is essential 
that the development, acceptance, and 
use of  FDCs in India be governed by 
the principles of  scientificity, trans-
parency, and patient welfare, so that 
this important achievement of  medi-
cal science can become a means of  
real welfare for society.

(Dr. Priyanka Saurabh, PhD 
(Political Science), is a poet and social 

thinker.)

Aimed at 
generat-
ing global 

awareness against 
this serious chal-
lenge, 'Interna-
tional Day Against 
Drug Abuse and 
Illicit Trafficking' is 
observed every year 
on June 26. This 
day is not a mere 
formal event but an 
occasion to warn 
the entire human-
ity that if  the rising 
vicious cycle of  drug 
abuse is not checked 
in time, its conse-
quences will have to 
be borne by the gen-
erations to come.
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Gulmarg Cable Car
appreciation for the dedication of  the entire 

corporation staff, the Chief  Minister lauded their 
round-the-clock efforts in restoring this vital 
infrastructure project—one of  the country’s pre-
mier tourist attractions—within a remarkably 
short span of  time. To honor their exceptional 
service, the Chief  Minister announced a reward 
of  ₹50,000 for each official and crew member who 
participated in the swift relief  and rescue opera-
tions during the technical glitch in May.

During the visit, the Chief  Minister was accom-
panied by Advisor to the Chief  Minister Nasir 
Aslam Wani, MLA Gulmarg Pirzada Farooq 
Ahmad Shah, Deputy Commissioner Baramulla, 
Senior Superintendent of  Police Baramulla, Man-
aging Director of  the J&K Cable Car Corpora-
tion Syed Qamar Sajad, the CEO of  the Gulmarg 
Development Authority, and other senior officers.

LG Chairs High
officers of  civil administration, police and secu-

rity forces.
The Lieutenant Governor held a comprehensive 

review of  all key sectors, including logistics, lodg-
ing, healthcare facilities, sanitation, power and 
water supply, availability of  civic amenities, road 
connectivity, RFID cards, functioning on joint 
control rooms, track maintenance and widening 
works, construction of  footbridges, setting up of  
langars, creation of  holding areas, traffic manage-
ment and security arrangements.  

The Lieutenant Governor directed all depart-
ments to ensure seamless arrangements, fool-
proof  security and a memorable experience for 
the pilgrims.

 He emphasized comprehensive security and 
disaster management planning for the smooth and 
safe conduct of  the holy pilgrimage.

“Management of  the Yatra requires a compre-
hensive, hybrid planning approach with an abso-
lute zero-tolerance policy for operational lapses. 
Operations must aggressively mitigate the risks 
associated with high altitudes, harsh weather, and 
extreme crowd density.

To ensure safety, weather-based evacuation pro-
tocols must be established alongside the strategic 
deployment of  Mountain Response Teams (MRTs) 
at critical intervals. Furthermore, all transit tents 
must pass rigorous quality inspections and be 
equipped with functional fire extinguishers.

On the tracks, real-time crowd analysis must be 
utilized to identify and clear choke points, while 
robust traffic management plans and designated 
parking zones must be enforced to prevent con-
gestion and guarantee the uninterrupted trans-
portation of  essential supplies,” the Lieutenant 
Governor directed the officials.

He instructed all concerned departments and 
agencies to ensure synergy and close coordination 
for timely completion of  works and better delivery 
of  services.  He directed the BRO to complete all 
the allotted works before the Yatra.

The Lieutenant Governor directed officials to 
conduct regular work monitoring and on-ground 
inspections to resolve gaps immediately. Addition-
ally, he emphasized that transit camps and halt 
points must have trained manpower, along with 
reliable water and power supplies, to ensure the 
convenience of  both pilgrims and service provid-
ers.

Deputy Commissioner Anantnag briefed the 
meeting on the overall preparations being made 
for the smooth and hassle-free conduct of  the 
annual pilgrimage.

Senior Superintendent of  Police (SSP), Anant-
nag, delivered a detailed presentation on the 
multi-layered security framework and the com-
prehensive measures in place to ensure pilgrim 
safety along the entire route.

Speaking to the media persons, the Lieutenant 
Governor said: “The Jammu Kashmir Admin-
istration, Police, Security Forces, Government 
of  India, and the Shrine Board have finalized 
all preparations to ensure a safe and spiritually 
enriching experience for the devotees of  Baba 
Amarnath. Local residents and all stakehold-
ers are eager to welcome pilgrims arriving from 
across the nation.”

LG Visits Nunwan
conducted a detailed inspection and took stock 

of  all amenities in place to ensure a smooth, com-
fortable, and welcoming experience for the devo-
tees of  Baba Barfani.

The Lieutenant Governor inspected the accom-
modation blocks, and other infrastructure at the 
camp. He directed the concerned officers to expe-
dite pending works at a few remaining blocks, 
emphasizing that timely completion must be 
achieved without compromising on high qual-
ity standards, pilgrim safety, comfort and con-
venience.

The Lieutenant Governor was accompanied by 
Dr. Mandeep K Bhandari, Principal Secretary to 
Lieutenant Governor and CEO Shri Amarnathji 
Shrine Board; Dr. Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, Com-
missioner Secretary, Youth Services and Sports 
Department and Nodal Officer for Pahalgam 
Axis; Shri Anshul Garg, Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir; Shri VK Birdi, IGP Kashmir; Dr. Bilal 
Mohiuddin Bhat, Deputy Commissioner, Anant-
nag; Shri Amod Nagpure Ashok, SSP Anantnag 
and other senior officers.

LG Expresses Gratitude 
National Centre of  Excellence (NCOE) at Awa-

ntipora, Pulwama.
The Lieutenant Governor said the National 

Centre of  Excellence (NCOE) at Awantipora will 

serve as a premier national centre for High Alti-
tude Sports and various athletic competitions 
besides skilling thousands of  youths in various 
sports.

The facilities at NCOE campus will include ath-
letics tracks, indoor courts, football turf, hockey 
turfs, kabaddi and kho-kho courts, shooting 
range, swimming pool, taekwondo hall, integrated 
strength and conditioning and rehab complex, 
hostels, sports science centre, and sports medicine 
centre.

“This state-of-the-art Centre will bring world-
class infrastructure and elite coaching right to our 
Union Territory, training the next generation of  
Olympic and international champions,” he said.

Lieutenant Governor
Srinagar.
The Lieutenant Governor interacted with the 

devotees and extended his heartiest greetings.
On the occasion, the Lieutenant Governor 

observed that Shri Anandishwar Bhairav Nath 
Ji Maharaj Asthapan continues to occupy a cher-
ished place in the collective consciousness of  
Jammu Kashmir.

He offered his deepest prayers for the peace, 
well-being, and prosperity of  all. He said the 
vision of  great sages reminds us that our collec-
tive growth and harmony are beautifully inter-
connected.

"The life and teachings of  Shivacharya 
Abhinavgupta, foremost exponent of  Kashmir 
Shaivism, continue to illuminate India's spiritual 
heritage. From aesthetics to profound philosophy 
of  Self-recognition, his vision remains a timeless 
beacon of  non-dual consciousness," the Lieuten-
ant Governor said.

The members of  Shri Anandishwar Bhairav 
Nath Asthapan Trust’s Organizing and Manage-
ment Committees including Shri Omkar Nath 
Bhat, President; Shri Hari Krishan Koul, Vice 
President; Shri Hira Lal Koul, Executive Member; 
Shri Pushpati Nath Koul, Joint Secretary, and Shri 
Vijay Sas, Secretary were present.

Shri VK Birdi, IGP Kashmir; Shri Tejinder 
Singh, IGP CID; Dr. GV Sundeep Chakravar-
thy, SSP Srinagar; Shri Akshay Labroo, Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar and senior officers also 
accompanied the Lieutenant Governor.

Passport Fees
Rs 1,500, and for tatkal it is Rs 3,500 for the same 

category.
Similarly, application fee for an ordinary fresh 

passport or reissue of  a passport containing 60 
pages has been hiked from Rs 2,000 to Rs 3,500 and 
for tatkal, the revised fee will be Rs 6,000 as against 
Rs 4,000 for the same category.

In exercise of  the powers conferred by sec-
tion 24 of  the Passports Act, 1967 (15 of  1967), the 
Central Government hereby makes the follow-
ing rules further to amend the Passports Rules, 
1980, namely -- 1. (1) These rules may be called 
the Passports (Amendment) Rules, 2026. (2) They 
shall come into force with effect from the 1st day 
of  July, 2026," the notification said.

In its notification, the government also issued 
a Schedule which will substitute the "Schedule IV 
to the Passports Rules, 1980".

The revised schedule mentions two sub-catego-
ries -- for applicants (18 years of  age and above/
minors aged between 15 to 18 years, if  applied 
under this category); and minor applicants (below 
18 years of  age).(PTI)

J&K Police Launch
recognition system infrastructure at critical 

points to enable real-time monitoring and early 
detection of  suspicious activity.

Meanwhile, security forces conducted a series 
of  mock drills and preparedness exercises across 
Jammu and Kashmir to test response capabilities 
ahead of  the pilgrimage.

In Bandipora, police, CRPF, SSB and Army per-
sonnel carried out a joint mock drill at Shadipora 
Camp focusing on convoy protection, emergency 
evacuation, rapid response operations and coor-
dinated action during crisis situations.

A similar high-intensity exercise was held by 
Ganderbal Police at Malshahi Bagh, Sonamarg 
Z-Morh Tunnel and along the national highway in 
Gund with the participation of  the Army, CAPFs, 
SDRF, Fire and Emergency Services, Health 
Department and civil administration.

In Udhampur, multiple security agencies con-
ducted a mock drill at Birmah Bridge on the 
Jammu-Srinagar National Highway to assess 
preparedness against potential terror threats and 
strengthen emergency response coordination.

Police Awantipora, along with the Railway 
Protection Force, Government Railway Police, 
Army, Fire and Emergency Services and Health 
Department, organised a joint exercise at Panz-
gam railway station to evaluate standard operat-
ing procedures and inter-agency response during 
emergencies.

In Jammu district, police, assisted by the BSF 
and CISF, conducted cordon-and-search opera-
tions in the RS Pura border belt as part of  height-
ened security measures ahead of  the yatra. 
Searches were carried out at identified locations 
in Chakroi and Baspur Bangla areas, but no suspi-
cious material was recovered, officials said.

Officials said the security arrangements were 
being continuously reviewed to ensure a secure 
environment for pilgrims and the smooth conduct 
of  the annual pilgrimage—(KNO)

Srinagar Braces

for Zadibal and several adjoining areas.
“The main Zuljinah procession will proceed 

from Bota Kadal to Imambara Zadibal, and traffic 
movement in Zadibal and surrounding localities 
will remain affected during the observance,” a 
traffic advisory, accessed reads.

According to the advisory, all traffic moving 
towards Zadibal from different directions will be 
diverted at Firdous Cinema, Mill Stop, Lal Bazar 
and Bota Kadal. Commuters heading towards 
Hawal Road have been advised to take the Firdous 
Cinema–Ali Masjid–Sazgaripora route.

Motorists travelling from Karan Nagar and Nal-
lamar towards Soura will be required to use Ali 
Jan Road, while no right turn towards Sazgaripora 
will be allowed at Ali Masjid.

Similarly, vehicles coming from Kalai Andhar 
will not be permitted to proceed towards Zadibal 
via Firdous Cinema and will instead be diverted 
towards Sazgaripora or Nowhatta. Traffic from 
Soura will also not be allowed towards Zadibal 
beyond Nallabal, with commuters advised to use 
alternative routes through Zoonimar and Awan-
tibhawan Road.

Authorities have further said vehicles approach-
ing from Lal Bazar will not be allowed to move 
towards Bota Kadal and should instead take Mal-
labagh and other interior roads to reach Soura 
and adjoining areas.

“People should plan their travel in advance and 
avoid unnecessary movement in areas witnessing 
Ashura processions. Public cooperation is crucial 
for ensuring smooth traffic management and the 
peaceful conduct of  religious events,” the official 
said.

Youm-e-Ashura, observed on the 10th day 
of  Muharram, marks the supreme sacrifice of  
Imam Hussain (AS) – the grandson of  Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) – at Karbala. The occasion 
is observed across Kashmir with mourning pro-
cessions, religious gatherings and recitations 
highlighting the values of  sacrifice, justice and 
resistance against oppression.

Notably, traffic Police have appealed to the 
public to strictly follow the advisory and cooper-
ate with field staff  to avoid inconvenience during 
the observance of  Ashura on Friday—(KNO)

NC Govt Fulfilled Key 
as significant steps aimed at easing the burden 

on citizens and improving public service delivery.
“We had promised to increase welfare assistance, 

and today those commitments have been translated 
into action,” she said, adding that the government 
is steadily implementing its agenda for the welfare 
of  the people.

The minister further said the process for provid-
ing six free LPG cylinders to eligible beneficiaries is 
underway and has already received approval. The 
work is also progressing on electricity subsidies and 
other measures intended to provide financial relief  
to households, she added.

Sakeena said the government has significantly 
strengthened healthcare infrastructure and man-
power. "509 doctors were appointed initially, followed 
by the recruitment of another 424 doctors to improve 
medical services across the Union Territory," she 
said. "Dialysis facilities have been expanded in hos-
pitals, and several non-functional oxygen generation 
plants have been revived to strengthen healthcare 
preparedness and ensure better treatment facilities 
for patients."

On governance reforms, Itoo said accountability 
mechanisms have been reinforced across various 
departments to improve efficiency and transpar-
ency.

She said the government is working for every citi-
zen of Jammu and Kashmir, irrespective of  political 
affiliation or voting preferences. “The government 
belongs to all people of  Jammu and Kashmir and is 
committed to ensuring inclusive development and 
equal opportunities for everyone,” she said.

Meanwhile, Member of  Parliament (MP) Choud-
hary Mohammad Ramzan addressed a meeting of  
NC workers in Tral and expressed satisfaction over 
the participation of  both senior and newly joined 
party members.

Speaking to reporters, he said that party workers 
who could not attend the meeting would be engaged 
in future organisational programmes.

"National Conference plans to hold a major public 
rally in Tral within the next two to three months. The 
event would reflect the party’s organisational strength 
and grassroots support in the region," he said.

Referring to the party’s election manifesto, the 
MP said the NC remains committed to fulfilling the 
promises made to the people. "Upon completion of  
its term, the party would place both its manifesto 
commitments and the work accomplished before 
the public," he said.

“We will present our promises alongside our per-
formance and let the people decide on that basis in 
the next elections,” Ramzan said, adding that voters 
would judge the government on its record of  deliv-
ery and public service—(KNO)

Govt. Restores 
The Centre has directed the Centre for High 

Technology (CHT) to issue organisation-wise 
allocations of  the additional C3-C4 streams and 
submit regular reports to the ministry.

The ministry said temporary restrictions on 
commercial LPG supplies had been imposed to 
safeguard household consumers amid global 
supply disruptions triggered by the West Asia 
crisis. It added that coordinated efforts by Oil 
Marketing Companies (OMCs) helped maintain 
stable LPG supplies despite challenges in global 
supply chains.

The government has also instructed OMCs to 
maintain comprehensive data on commercial and 
industrial LPG consumers and create a unified 
sectoral database to improve planning, monitor-

ing and supply management.
Reiterating its commitment to cleaner energy, 

the government said commercial and bulk con-
sumers who have already shifted to Piped Natural 
Gas (PNG) will continue using PNG. Other eligible 
consumers with access to PNG infrastructure will 
be progressively transitioned in coordination with 
City Gas Distribution entities.

The Ministry of  Petroleum and Natural Gas 
has written to Chief  Secretaries of  all States and 
Union Territories to ensure smooth implementa-
tion of  the revised supply arrangements. The min-
istry said the decision balances national energy 
security requirements with the country’s long-
term objective of  expanding access to cleaner, 
safer and more efficient fuels.

IPS Officer Mahesh Dixit
has jurisdiction over Jammu, Kashmir and Leh. 

Officials said he played a pivotal role in main-
taining internal stability and tracking regional 
security threats during the period following the 
abrogation of  Article 370.

Known for his strong ground-level intelligence 
network and expertise in counter-terror opera-
tions, Dixit has handled several sensitive assign-
ments within the Intelligence Bureau, including 
Left-Wing Extremism and cross-border infiltra-
tion.

His extensive field experience in Jammu 
and Kashmir is expected to shape the agency's 
approach to tackling Pakistan-sponsored terror-
ism, radicalisation and narco-terror networks as 
he takes over the country's top domestic intel-
ligence post.

'Lavender Cultivation
lavender cultivation has gained significant momen-

tum in recent years, with an increasing number of  
farmers taking an interest in aromatic farming.

"It is encouraging to see more and more people cul-
tivating lavender. This reflects growing awareness 
among farmers about the potential of aromatic crops. 
Such initiatives are helping create new livelihood 
opportunities and strengthening rural economies," 
Dar added.

The minister said the lavender fields have also 
become a tourist attraction, drawing visitors from dif-
ferent parts of the country and thereby creating addi-
tional income opportunities for local communities.

Responding to queries regarding the allotment of  
shops at various fruit mandis, including Bijbehara, 
Prichoo in Pulwama, Pachhar in Pulwama, Shopian 
and other locations, Dar said the government is work-
ing on a comprehensive mechanism to ensure trans-
parency and fairness in the allotment process.

"We want to evolve a system that is fair, transparent 
and inclusive. The objective is to ensure that deserving 
stakeholders are accommodated and that the process 
benefits the maximum number of people," he said.

Addressing concerns over the increasing construc-
tion activity on fertile agricultural land, the minis-
ter acknowledged the challenge posed by population 
growth and rising housing needs. However, he empha-
sised that safeguarding cultivable land remains a pri-
ority for the government.

"Laws and regulations regarding agricultural land 
already exist. At the same time, population growth cre-
ates a demand for housing. The government is striving 
to strike a balance so that fertile land is protected and 
food security is not compromised. We do not want a 
situation where we become excessively dependent on 
others for our food requirements," he said.

On the issue of vacant posts of Block Development 
Officers (BDOs) in several blocks across Jammu and 
Kashmir, the minister said the vacancies had arisen 
due to transfers and promotions, but assured that the 
government is taking steps to address the shortage.

"Some officers have been transferred, while others 
have been promoted. The process is underway, and 
BDOs will be posted in all such blocks very soon to 
ensure smooth functioning of development activities 
at the grassroots level," he said—(KNO)
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DAR MATTING SHOP
DEALS IN:- BLANKETS, BED SHEETS, BED COVERS, PILLOW COVERS, DOOR MATS, ROOM SHEETS, GRAPHICS, LINING, ROTTERY & MUCH MORE

ADDRESS:- SADAT MARKET, NEAR PNB, SHADIPORA SUMBAL +91- 9906230114-  6006600834
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OFFICER
POSHAN PROJECT ZAINGEER

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE
Applications on prescribed proforma (Annexure-I) are hereby invited from the eligible female candidates of the Panch wards/Municipal 
Wards shown against the below mentioned Panchayat Halqas/Municipal Wards, for the engagement of Sanginis (AWWs) for the Anganwadi 
Centres of POSHAN Project ZAINGEER on “Honorarium basis”. The applications along with required documents shall be deposited in the 
Office of undersigned i.e the Child Development Project Officer ZAINGEER by or before: 15-07-2026 against proper receipt.

S.NO NAME OF THE 
DISTRICT

NAME OF THE 
PROJECT

NAME OF PANCHAYAT/ 
MUNICIPALITY WARD

VACANCY OF SANGINIS (ANGANWADI WORKERS)
NO. OF PANCH WARD/ MC.WARD NAME OF AWC

1 Baramulla ZAINGEER Mundji 06 Takiya Khan Mohalla
2 Baramulla ZAINGEER Wadoora-Bala 11 Wani Mohalla
3 Baramulla ZAINGEER Rampora 06 Kashipora-A

Criteria for Selection of Sanginis (Anganwadi Workers) Shall remain as envisaged in the Govt. Order  NO 103 JK(SWD) OF 2023 
Dated 28.04.2023 i.e. 

 Women candidates in the age group of 18-37 years shall be considered for the post.
 The candidate should be a domicile of the UT of J&K.
 The candidate should be a resident of the Electoral Ward where AWC is situated. Name in the voter list for the ward shall be 

considered as the proof of residence of the candidate. In case the name of the candidate appears in voter list along with her 
parents then she must provide certificate of being unmarried issued by the concerned Tehsildar. Wherever there is any dispute 
as to residence for any reason then a residence proof certifying the ward of residence from the concerned SDM/ACR shall be 
considered.

 Minimum Education qualification should be 10+2 pass and maximum graduation. In case no 10+2 pass candidate is available 
in the ward, 10+2 pass candidate from the adjoining ward shall be considered which would require prior approval of Mission 
Director, Mission Poshan. 

 In case suitable candidate is not available from adjoining ward, candidate from the nearest ward within the Panchayat can be 
considered subject to the approval of the MD, Mission Poshan.

 Weight-age shall be given on the basis of marks obtained in 10+2 and selection shall be done purely on merit basis & no other 
criteria to be considered.

 In case eligible candidate is available within the family of retiring AWW/AWH the said candidate shall qualify for additional two 
percent points.

 Candidates with qualification higher than graduation shall not be considered.
 In case of tie in merit of the eligible candidate, candidate with higher age will be preferred. 

Self-attested copies of documents to be attached with the application form: 
 Panch Ward Certificate /present /continuous, ward residence certificate based on the voter list of the ward certificate  issued 

by BDO  concerned as per format  enclosed  (in case of any dispute as to residence for any reason then the residence proof 
certifying the ward of residence from the concerned SDM/ACR shall be considered).

 Domicile Certificate issued by Tehsildar concerned.
 Date of Birth Certificate.
 Academic Qualification Certificates with Marks card of 10+2 and Graduation (if applicable).
 If candidate belong to family of retired AWW/AWH, Copy of document proof.
 Non employment Certificate from a Gazetted Officer.
 Unmarried Certificate from respective Tehsildars.

All applicants to submit affidavit stating following facts dully attested by 1st class Magistrate:
a) All Documents submitted are correct, without any mismatch, scanning, duplicate or fallacious in nature. If found incorrect or in 

any of the above stated situation the candidature of deponent may be canceled and liable to action under law.
b) Maximum qualification is Graduation for vacancy of  Anganwadi worker and Class X for  Anganwadi Helper and this is as per facts 

and onus of proving it to be true lies with the deponent.
c) The deponent has read the HR policy no. 222-JK(SWD) of 2022 dated: 30.11.2022  and is well versed with all salient features 

of the policy and shall be applicable to the deponent in case of selection as Anganwadi worker/ Anganwadi Helper.
Note: Prescribed Application Proforma can be had from the  office of the undersigned   “Free of Cost”.
No:-CDPO/POSHAN/Adv/2026/ Child Dev. Project Officer
Dated:-   Poshan ZAINGEER

(ANNEXURE-I)
 S.NO:

APPLICATION FORM FOR ENGAGEMENT OF SANGINI (ANGANWADI WORKER)
1. Name of the District: -  Baramulla
2. Name of the ICDS Project: ZAINGEER.
3. Name of the Anganwadi Centre for which engagement sought……....................................
4. Panch Ward/MC Ward…………………….……   Panchayat Halqa/MC Ward……………………………….
5. Name of the Candidate (In Block Letters) …………………………………………………………………….
6. Fathers Name (In Block Letters) ……………………………………………………. 
7. Marital Status: - Married /Un Married 
8. Husbands Name (if married) ………………...…………………………..
9. Place of Permanent Residence…………………………………………...
 Mohalla… …………………………..........Village……………..……………
 Panch Ward Constituency…………………………………………………..
 Name of the Panchayat Halqa………………………………..………...
 House No……………... (As per latest Panchayat Ward Electoral)
 Block:…….………………….
10. Address for Correspondence………………………………………………………..Mobile No:…………………….
11. Date of Birth…………………………………………………………...

D D M M Y Y Y Y

12. Age as on 01-01-2026………………………………………………………………
13. Academic Qualification

S.No Examination passed Board/School Year of passing Marks Obtained Max. Marks %age
1
2
3

14.  Do candidate belong to family of retired AWW/AWH (Yes/No).
15.  Documents attached.

 Panch Ward Certificate /present /continuous, ward residence certificate based on the voter list of the ward issued by BDO  
concerned (in case of any dispute as to residence for any reason then the residence proof certifying the ward of residence from 
the concerned SDM/ACR shall be considered).

 Domicile Certificate issued by Tehsildar concerned.
 Date of Birth Certificate.
 Academic Qualification Certificates with Marks card of 10+2.
 If candidate belong to family of retired AWW/AWH, then copy of the e-ration card.
 Non employment Certificate from a Gazetted Officer.
 Unmarried Certificate from respective Tehsildars.
 All applicants to submit affidavit stating the facts mentioned earlier in the notification.

Signature of Candidate
UNDERTAKING

I………………………………………….D/o, W/o…………….…………………..R/o……….……………………….. do hereby certify that the contents of 
the application given above are correct and true to the best of my knowledge. In case any of the above contents is found incorrect, the 
selection committee shall have the right to reject my application and similarly revoke my engagement order.  

Signature of Candidate.
FORMAT FOR PANCH WARD CERTIFICATE.

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.
This is to certify that the candidate namely__________________________D/o, 
W/o_________________ R/o___________________________is  residing in Panch Ward 
____________________ of Panchayat Halqa___________________.
It is further certified that her name is enlisted in electoral / voter list of the panch ward at S. 
No______________________.
No:
Dated:
Signature of  Block Development Officer______________

Photograph of 
the applicant 

duly attested by 
Gazetted Officer

Photograph of 
the applicant 
duly attested  

DIPK-2527-26
DT: 25/06/2026

CS H&ME chairs State Task Force meeting; 

reviews preparedness for PPIC

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Commissioner 
Secretary, Health & Medi-
cal Education (H&ME), M 
Raju, Thursday chaired 
a detailed meeting of  
the State Task Force to 
review the preparedness 
and micro-planning for 
the upcoming Pulse Polio 
National Immunization 
Day scheduled for Sunday, 
June 28, 2026.

The comprehensive 
review meeting saw the 

active participation of  
Deputy Commissioners, 
Chief  Medical Officers 
(CMOs), Director Family 
Welfare, MCH & Immuniza-
tion, Director Health Ser-
vices Jammu and Director 
Health Services Kashmir.

Speaking at the meeting, 
M Raju highlighted that 
while India has proudly 
maintained its polio-free 
status since its last wild 
poliovirus case in January 
2011 and the official certi-
fication in March 2014, the 

threat of  re-importation 
remains critical due to the 
ongoing transmission in 
neighboring countries.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary commended the 
health departments of  both 
the divisions for achieving 
an exceptionally high and 
sensitive non-polio Acute 
Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) sur-
veillance rate. Jammu and 
Kashmir has recorded an 
AFP surveillance rate of  6.6 
cases per 100,000 population 
under the 15-year age group, 

significantly outperforming 
the national average of  3.6, 
thereby meeting and exceed-
ing the target threshold.

To ensure that "no child 
is missed" during the three-
day immunization campaign 
(June 28–30, 2026), a massive 
target of  1,891,821 children 
below the age of  5 years has 
been established across the 
Union Territory. A total of  
24,176 vaccine carriers have 
already been distributed 
among the secure cold chain 
logistics at every point.

SKUAST-K ranks 4th in IIRF 
University Rankings 2026

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Sher-e-
Kashmir University of  
Agricultural Sciences 
and Technology of  Kash-
mir (SKUAST-K) has been 
awarded 4th rank national-
ly (Agriculture & Horticul-
ture University category) 
in the International Insti-
tutional Ranking Frame-
work (IIRF) University 
Rankings 2026, reinforcing 
its growing stature as one 
of  India’s leading institu-
tions in agricultural educa-
tion and research.

Ranked just behind 
three of  the country’s 
most prestigious agri-
cultural universities, 
ICAR-Indian Agricul-
tural Research Institute, 
New Delhi; Punjab Agri-
cultural University, Lud-
hiana; and Tamil Nadu 
Agricultural University, 
Coimbatore, SKUAST-K’s 
achievement reflects its 
remarkable rise as a lead-
ing center of  excellence 
in agricultural education, 
research, innovation, and 
rural transformation.

The recognition places 
SKUAST-K among the 
country’s top agricultural 
universities and reflects 
its expanding academic, 
research, and innovation 
footprint. The ranking 
is based on IIRF’s com-

prehensive evaluation 
of  over 2,500 institutions 
nationwide, using key per-
formance indicators such 
as academic reputation, 
student diversity, research 
outcomes, innovation, 
infrastructure, community 
engagement, and interna-
tional outlook.

SKUAST-K registered 
a strong performance 
across multiple ranking 
indicators, including aca-
demic excellence, research, 
innovation, inclusivity, 
community engagement, 
infrastructure, and global 
outreach. The university 
currently offers 14 under-
graduate programs, the 
highest among state agri-
cultural universities in the 
country, and has nearly 
30 percent of  its students 
from outside Jammu and 

Kashmir.
In research and innova-

tion, SKUAST-K’s IPR tally 
stands at 123 IPRs, includ-
ing 117 in the last four 
years, holds an H-index of  
115, and has over 200 extra-
mural research projects in 
operation. The university 
has also strengthened its 
profile through large-scale 
community engagement 
and development initia-
tives, such as the Student 
Rural Exploration Pro-
gram, which covers 400 vil-
lages, involves about 4,000 
students, and is expanding 
its national and interna-
tional collaborations with 
reputable institutions and 
industries.

Vice  Chance l lor, 
SKUAST-K, Prof. Nazir 
Ahmad Ganai, said the 
achievement reflects the 

sustained efforts of  the 
university’s faculty, scien-
tists, students, and staff. He 
said SKUAST-K remains 
committed to strengthen-
ing research, promoting 
innovation, and support-
ing farming communities 
through education, com-
munity engagement, and 
technology transfer. Prof. 
Ganai said the university 
has repositioned its stra-
tegic focus from local to 
national in 2022 and from 
national to global in 2026, 
with the aim of  emerging 
as a globally reputed insti-
tution in transdisciplinary 
sciences.

The achievement fur-
ther strengthens SKUAST-
K’s position as a center of  
excellence in agricultural 
sciences, innovation, and 
rural transformation.

Two-Day National-Level 
Seminar concludes with fervour, 
devotion at Mattan Sahib

CRC Jammu conducts RCI-
Accredited CRE Programme in B'la

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: The two-day 
National-Level Seminar 
dedicated to the 350th Mar-
tyrdom Anniversary of  
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji 
concluded with great fer-
vour, devotion, and peace-
ful participation at Gurd-
wara Guru Nanak Dev Ji, 
Mattan Sahib, Anantnag.

The concluding day 
featured soulful Shabad 
Gurbani Kirtan by Bhai 
Popinder Singh and Jatha, 
Singhpora, Anantnag, and 
Bhai Jagtar Singh from 
Jammu. Giani Harmeet 
Singh Raina from Jammu 
and Giani Harbhinder 
Singh, Incharge Sikh 
Mission, Jammu & Kash-
mir, delivered spiritually 
enriching Gurbani Vichar 
and Katha, highlighting 
the life, teachings, supreme 
sacrifice, and enduring 
legacy of  Sri Guru Tegh 
Bahadur Ji.

 The devotional perfor-
mances and discourses 
created an atmosphere of  
deep spiritual reflection 
and reverence.

The seminar, organized 
by the North Zone Cultural 
Centre (NZCC), Ministry 
of  Culture, Government of  
India, in collaboration with 
the Jammu & Kashmir 
Academy of  Art, Culture 
& Languages (JKAACL), 
witnessed the participa-

tion of  scholars, religious 
leaders, intellectuals, and 
members of  the Sikh com-
munity from across the 
region.

President, District 
Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee (DGPC), Anant-
nag, expressed gratitude to 
the dignitaries, scholars, 
organizers, volunteers, 
local administration, and 
the Sikh Sangat for their 
wholehearted support and 
cooperation in making the 
event a grand success.

The organizers reiter-
ated their commitment to 
preserving and promoting 
the rich spiritual, cultural, 
and humanitarian legacy 
of  Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur 
Ji, whose supreme sacri-
fice continues to inspire 
generations across the 
world.

The seminar was held 
alongside an Exhibi-
tion on the Life, Teach-
ings, and Martyrdom of  
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur 
Ji, which was formally 
inaugurated on 24 June 
2026. The exhibition will 
remain open to the public 
till 30 June 2026, up to 
5:00 PM, providing visi-
tors, students, and devo-
tees an opportunity to 
learn about the Guru's 
invaluable contribution 
to humanity, religious 
freedom, and communal 
harmony.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: The Composite 
Regional Centre (CRC) for Skill 
Development, Rehabilitation 
and Empowerment of Persons 
with Disabilities (Divyangjan), 
Jammu, successfully organized 
a Rehabilitation Council of India 
(RCI) Accredited Continuing 
Rehabilitation Education (CRE) 
Programme in the Aspirational 
District of Baramulla under the 
National Fund for Conducting 
Rehabilitation Education (CRE) 
Programmes.

The State-level CRE Pro-
gramme was organized on the 
theme “Recent Developments 
in Prevention, Diagnosis and 
Management of Intellectual 
and Developmental Disabili-
ties” and witnessed enthusias-
tic participation from more than 
150 rehabilitation professionals, 
special educators, therapists, 
academicians, and stakehold-
ers from across the region.

The programme was attended 
by Nasir Ahmed, Chief Planning 
Officer, Baramulla; Dr. Rohnika 
Sharma, Director, CRC Jammu; 
Naveen Gupta, Administra-
tive Officer, CRC Jammu; Rahul 
Singh, Rehabilitation Officer, 
CRC Jammu; and Dr. Rayees 
Zahoor Shah, CRE Coordinator 
and Developmental Therapist, 
CRC Jammu.

Addressing the gathering 
as the Chief Guest, the Chief 
Planning Officer, appreciated 
the efforts of CRC Jammu in 
bringing quality professional 
training programmes to aspira-
tional districts and underscored 

the importance of collaborative 
efforts in ensuring inclusive 
development and better reha-
bilitation outcomes for persons 
with disabilities.

 Director, CRC Jammu, empha-
sized the importance of capacity 
building among rehabilitation 
professionals and the need to 
remain updated with recent 
advancements in prevention, 
diagnosis, and management 
practices relating to intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. 
She reiterated CRC Jammu’s 
commitment to strengthening 
rehabilitation services and pro-
fessional competencies across 
the Union Territory of Jammu & 
Kashmir.

 Developmental Therapist, 
CRC Jammu and CRE Coordina-
tor, Dr. Rayees Zahoor Shah, 
highlighted the significance of 
continuous professional develop-
ment in the field of rehabilitation.

During the technical ses-
sions, valuable insights on 
contemporary practices and 
emerging developments in the 
management of intellectual 
and developmental disabilities 
were highlighted. Experienced 
rehabilitation professionals and 
subject experts, while speaking 
on the occasion, covered various 
aspects related to the preven-
tion, diagnosis, assessment, 
intervention, and management 
of intellectual and developmen-
tal disabilities. The sessions 
provided participants with evi-
dence-based knowledge, prac-
tical strategies, and updates 
on recent developments in the 
field.

GDCs organise NMBA Awareness Programmes 

to promote Drug-Free Society in B'pora
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: As part of the ongo-
ing Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan 
(NMBA), Degree Colleges across 
Bandipora district on Thursday 
organised a series of awareness 
and plantation programmes aimed 
at sensitising students about the 
harmful effects of substance abuse 
while promoting environmental 
conservation.

At HKM Govt Degree College 
(GDC) Bandipora, the NSS Units, 
in collaboration with the Literary 
Club, organised a counselling ses-
sion for newly admitted students 
on substance abuse and its preven-
tive measures. The session focused 
on creating awareness about the 
ill effects of drug abuse and pre-
ventive measures among the new 
entrants, encouraging them to 
adopt a healthy and responsible 
lifestyle from the beginning of their 
academic journey.

The programme was organised 
under the guidance of the NSS Pro-
gramme Officers and Convener of 
the Literary Club, Prof. Sadaf Shafi. 
Students actively participated in 
the session and appreciated the 

initiative for providing valuable 
guidance and awareness.

Meanwhile, the NCORD Cell 
of HKM Degree College Bandi-
pora also organised an awareness 
programme titled "Ek Ped Nasha 
Ke Viruddh" under the convener-
ship of Prof. Irfan Ahmad Wagay. 
Faculty members and students 
participated enthusiastically in 
the programme, which highlighted 
the harmful consequences of sub-
stance abuse while promoting envi-
ronmental responsibility through 
tree plantation. The participants 
reiterated the importance of adopt-
ing a healthy, drug-free lifestyle and 
preserving the environment.

Similarly, Government Degree 
College Gurez organised a planta-
tion drive titled "Ek Ped Nashay 
Kay Virudh" under the Nasha Mukt 

Bharat Abhiyan under the super-
vision of Principal, Prof. Farooq 
Ahmad Mir. Students and faculty 
members planted saplings within 
the college campus, symbolising 
their commitment towards envi-
ronmental conservation and a 
drug-free society.

Addressing the participants, 
Prof. Farooq Ahmad Mir said that 
every tree planted represents hope, 
responsibility and a pledge to safe-
guard nature as well as society from 
the menace of substance abuse. 
He urged students to become 
ambassadors of environmental 
stewardship and actively contrib-
ute towards the vision of a Nasha 
Mukt Bharat.

The plantation drive concluded 
with a collective pledge by partici-
pants to protect the planted sap-

lings, preserve the environment and 
work together towards building a 
greener, healthier and addiction-
free nation.

Similarly, Government Degree 
College Sumbal, organized a Plan-
tation Drive titled “Ek Ped, Nashay 
Ke Viruddh” under the aegis of the 
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan, in 
collaboration with the National 
Service Scheme (NSS). The ini-
tiative was carried out under the 
guidance of Prof. (Dr.) Shabeena 
Iqbal Shawl, Principal, Government 
Degree College Sumbal, with the 
objective of promoting environ-
mental awareness while reinforcing 
the message of a drug-free society. 
Faculty members, NSS volunteers, 
and members of the NMBA Com-
mittee actively participated in the 
drive.

As part of the activity, saplings 
were planted at various locations 
within the college campus, sym-
bolizing growth, hope, and a com-
mitment to a healthier future. The 
participants pledged to contribute 
towards environmental conserva-
tion and support the vision of a 
healthy, sustainable, and drug-free 
society.
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GoI Clears J&K’s First National 
Centre of Excellence in Sports
LG  thanks PM, Mandaviya for  landmark approval

Satish Sharma thanks PM 

Modi, Mandaviya, CM Omar 

for sanctioning J&K’s first 

National Centre of Excellence
GMK SPORTS DESK

SRINAGAR: In a major 
boost to the sports ecosys-
tem of  Jammu & Kashmir, 
the Government of  India 
has accorded approval 
for the establishment of  
the first National Centre 
of  Excellence (NCOE) in 
Sports for J&K, to come up 
in Kashmir. The proposed 
Centre, to be developed in 
Kashmir, marks a trans-
formative step in position-
ing Jammu & Kashmir 
as a premier destination 
for high altitude sports, 
elite athlete development, 
advanced sports science, 
and world-class training 
infrastructure.

Expressing gratitude 
on the occasion, Lieuten-
ant Governor Shri Manoj 
Sinha thanked Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Hon’ble Union 
Minister for Youth Affairs 
& Sports, Dr Mansukh 
Mandaviya, for approv-
ing the landmark project, 
which will create a new era 
of  sporting opportunity 
for the youth of  Jammu & 
Kashmir.

"This state-of-the-art 
Centre will bring world-
class infrastructure and 
elite coaching right to our 
Union Territory, training 
the next generation of  
Olympic and international 
champions,” the Lieuten-
ant Governor said.

The approved NCOE 
is envisioned as a pre-
mier national centre for 
High Altitude Sports and 
various athletic compe-
titions, while also serv-
ing as a major platform 
for skilling thousands 
of  local youths in mul-

tiple sporting disciplines. 
The Centre is expected to 
significantly strengthen 
the sports-development 
architecture of  the Union 
Territory by integrating 
training, talent identifica-
tion, sports science, per-
formance enhancement, 
rehabilitation, residential 
facilities, and competition 
infrastructure within one 
advanced campus.

The NCOE campus will 
include athletics tracks, 
indoor courts, football 
turf, hockey turfs, kabaddi 
and kho-kho courts, shoot-
ing range, swimming pool, 
taekwondo hall, sports 
Skilling centres, inte-
grated strength & condi-
tioning and rehabilitation 
complex, hostels, sports 
science centre, and sports 
medicine centre. Together, 
these facilities will create a 
high-performance ecosys-
tem capable of  nurturing 
talent from the grassroots 
to the elite level.

The establishment of  
the NCOE is expected to 
put Jammu & Kashmir 
leaps and bounds ahead in 
its capacity to produce ath-

letes of  national and inter-
national standing. For the 
first time, the Union Terri-
tory will have access to an 
integrated, national-stan-
dard institutional platform 
where promising athletes 
can train under scientific 
conditions with the support 
of  modern infrastructure, 
recovery systems, residen-
tial facilities, and special-
ized performance services. 
This will not only enhance 
sporting outcomes but 
also reduce the distance 
between local talent and 
elite opportunity.

The Centre is particu-
larly significant for Jammu 
& Kashmir because of  its 
strategic suitability for 
high altitude training, a 
proven advantage in build-
ing endurance, stamina, 
and competitive perfor-
mance across several dis-
ciplines. Once established, 
the NCOE will enable ath-
letes from J&K and beyond 
to train in an environment 
ideally suited for long-
term athletic development, 
while also creating oppor-
tunities for the region to 
host training camps, coach-

ing programmes, national-
level competitions, and 
performance-based sports 
initiatives.

The project is also 
expected to have a far-
reaching developmental 
impact beyond competitive 
sports. By creating a robust 
institutional structure for 
sports training and youth 
engagement, the NCOE 
will help generate a stron-
ger culture of  discipline, 
aspiration, and achieve-
ment among young people. 
It will open pathways for 
local youth not only as ath-
letes, but also as coaches, 
trainers, technical officials, 
physiotherapists, sports 
science professionals, fit-
ness experts, and support 
personnel. In this manner, 
the Centre will serve both 
as a high-performance 
sports institution and as a 
long-term engine of  youth 
empowerment, skilling, 
and social development.

The NCOE has already 
undergone preliminary 
feasibility assessment, 
which has found the loca-
tion suitable for develop-
ment of  a major sports 

training facility. The avail-
ability of  a large tract of  
government land at the site 
gives the project the scale 
and flexibility needed for a 
national-standard integrat-
ed campus of  international 
standards.

The establishment of  
the Centre reflects the 
sustained efforts of  the 
Jammu & Kashmir admin-
istration to secure high-
impact sports infrastruc-
ture for the Union Terri-
tory. The proposal for the 
NCOE was submitted by 
the Department in April 
2026 Chintan Shivir held 
at SKICC Srinagar and was 
taken forward under the 
guidance of  Chief  Secre-
tary Shri Atal Dulloo, who 
heads the Apex Committee 
for Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes, with the proposal 
being led by Commissioner 
Secretary, Youth Services 
& Sports, Dr Shahid Iqbal 
Choudhary.

For coordinated facili-
tation of  the next stages 
of  the project, including 
inspections, inter-depart-
mental coordination, sur-
veys, and DPR-related pro-
cesses, Shri Anshul Garg, 
Divisional Commissioner, 
Kashmir, will be the Nodal 
Officer.

The sanction of  the 
first NCOE for Jammu & 
Kashmir is being seen as 
a defining milestone in the 
Union Territory’s sporting 
journey. With this nation-
al-level institution set to 
come up in Kashmir, J&K 
is poised to emerge as a 
strong centre of  excellence 
in sports, capable of  pro-
ducing the next generation 
of  Olympic, international, 
and national champions.

GMK SPORTS DESK

SRINAGAR: Minister 
for Food, Civil Supplies & 
Consumer Affairs, Infor-
mation Technology, Youth 
Services & Sports, and Sci-
ence & Technology, Satish 
Sharma, has expressed 
profound gratitude to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Union Minister for 
Youth Affairs & Sports 
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya 
and Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah for approving 
Jammu and Kashmir’s first 
National Centre of  Excel-
lence (NCOE) in sports.

He described the move 
as a landmark decision 
that will transform the 
sporting landscape of  the 
region and open new ave-
nues for the talented youth.

In a statement issued 
here, the Minister said 
that the sanctioning of  
the first-ever NCOE for 
Jammu and Kashmir is a 
matter of  immense pride 
for the people of  the Union 
Territory and a major 
milestone in the journey 
towards building a strong 
and vibrant sports eco-
system in the region. He 
said the approval reflects 
the commitment of  the 
governments of  India 
and Jammu and Kash-
mir towards empowering 
the youth, strengthening 
sports infrastructure and 
ensuring that aspiring 
athletes from J&K receive 
world-class training and 
support facilities within 
their own region.

Satish Sharma said that 
the proposed National 
Centre of  Excellence will 
be equipped with modern, 
state-of-the-art infrastruc-

ture, including athletics 
tracks, football turf, hockey 
turfs, a shooting range, 
swimming pool and a dedi-
cated sports science centre, 
which together will provide 
a comprehensive platform 
for nurturing sporting 
talent across disciplines. 
He said that the facility will 
serve as a high-performance 
training hub for the young 
athletes and will help bridge 
the gap between grassroots 
talent and elite sporting 
achievement.

The Minister observed 
that Jammu and Kashmir 
has consistently produced 
talented sportspersons 
with exceptional prom-
ise in various disciplines 
despite limited access to 
top-level infrastructure 
and specialised coaching. 
He said establishment of  
the NCOE will be a game-
changer for the youth 
of  the region, enabling 
them to train under pro-
fessional systems, benefit 
from scientific support and 
compete at national and 
international levels with 
greater confidence and 
preparedness.

“On behalf  of  the people 
of  Jammu & Kashmir, I 
extend my heartfelt grati-
tude to Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi Ji, 
Union Sports Minister 
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya 

Ji and our Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah Sahib for 
this visionary decision. 
The approval of  J&K’s 
first National Centre of  
Excellence is not merely 
the creation of  a sports 
facility; it is an investment 
in the aspirations, energy 
and future of  our youth. It 
will lay the foundation for a 
new sporting era in Jammu 
& Kashmir and inspire 
thousands of  young boys 
and girls to pursue excel-
lence in sports,” Satish 
Sharma said.

The Minister said that 
under the leadership of  
Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi and with the active 
support of  Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah, Jammu 
and Kashmir is witnessing 
renewed focus on youth 
development, modern 
infrastructure and inclu-
sive opportunities in every 
sector, including sports.

Satish Sharma reiter-
ated that the Youth Ser-
vices & Sports Depart-
ment will work in close 
coordination with all the 
concerned agencies to 
ensure that the benefits of  
this major initiative reach 
deserving athletes across 
Jammu and Kashmir. He 
expressed confidence that 
the facility will help pro-
duce the next generation 
of  national champions, 
international medal win-
ners and Olympic hopefuls 
from the region.

The Minister said 
that the approval of  the 
National Centre of  Excel-
lence stands as a historic 
and forward-looking step 
that will redefine the sport-
ing future of  Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Inter-State Athletics: Karnataka’s pole vaulter 

Sindhushree enters her name in record books 
IANS

BHUBANESWAR: Karna-
taka’s aspiring pole vaulter 
Sindhushree G. was among 
several athletes who suc-
cessfully achieved the 
qualification standards in 
their respective events in 
the upcoming Asian Games 
2026 at Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, 
on the second day of the 65th 
National Inter-State Senior 
Athletics Championships 
at the Kalinga Stadium in 
Bhubaneswar on Thursday.

Sindhushree, 26, ful-
filled the mark in style on 
a day when as many as 
seventeen athletes booked 
their berths for the Asian 
Games starting September 
19 by achieving the quali-
fication criteria set by the 
Athletics Federation of  
India (AFI).

On her way to win-
ning the gold medal, she 
improved the national 
record to 4.25m, which 
was better than the Asian 
Games qualification mark 
of  4.10m. The previous 
record of  4.23m was set 
recently by Baranica, who 
settled for silver with a 
height of  4.20m.

Sindhushree also bet-
tered the meet record of  
4.10m set by Pavithra Ven-
katesh in 2023. Jubilant 
Sindhushree said she was 
mentally prepared to book 
an Asian Games berth. 
“I had trained hard, but 
the national record was a 

bonus,” says Sindhushree.
Nitika Akare of  Madhya 

Pradesh won the bronze 
medal (4.10m) and was the 
third pole vaulter to achieve 
the Asian Games qualifica-
tion mark of 4.10m.

The women’s 200m and 
800m were two track events 
of  the day in which the top 
three finishers bettered the 
Asian Games qualification 
mark. All three medal win-
ners in women’s shot put 
also achieved the Asian 
Games qualification mark.

Odisha’s star sprinter 
Animesh Kujur was the 
only athlete in the men’s 
200m to achieve the Asian 
Games mark of  20.88 
seconds. His gold medal-
winning time was 20.74 
seconds.

In the highly competitive 
men’s two-lap race, Moham-
med Afsal of  Kerala (1:48.57 
secs) and Krishan Kumar 

from Haryana (1:48.82 secs) 
finished first and second, 
respectively. Both athletes 
bettered the Asian Games 
qualification time of 1:48.80 
seconds. “My goal is to 
improve my fitness to clock 
below 1:45 for the 800m 
in the near future,” says 
Mohammed Afsal.

Results (Day 2):
Men:
200m (AG Q Time 20.88 

seconds): Animesh Kujur 
(Odisha) 20.74 seconds, 
Dondapathi Mruthy 
Jayaram (Odisha) 20.97 
secs, Jishnu Prasad PK 
(Kerala) 21.18 secs.

800m (AG Q Time 1:48.80 
seconds): Mohammed Afsal 
P (Kerala) 1:48.57 secs, 
Krishan Kumar (Haryana) 
1:48.82 secs, Prathamesh 
Deore (Maharashtra) 
1:48.89 secs.

Discus throw (AG Q 
Mark 60.13m): Kirpal Singh 

(Chandigarh) 57.37m, 
Nirbhay Singh (Haryana) 
55.26m, Arjun (Delhi) 
54.90m.

21km race walk (AG 
Q Time 1:25:37.00): Sevin 
Sebastian (Tamil Nadu) 
1:31:49.00, Sachin Bohra 
(Uttarakhand) 1:32:10.00, 
Ningthoukhongja (Mani-
pur) 1:32:24.00.

Decathlon (AG Q Mark 
7250 points): Thowfeeq 
N (Kerala) 7276 points, 
Kushal Mohite (Maha-
rashtra) 7251 points, Jasbir 
Nayak (Odisha) 7131 points.

Women:
200m (AG Q Time 23.70 

seconds): Harita Bhadra 
(Maharashtra) 23.14 sec-
onds, Unnathi Bollanda 
(Karnataka) 23.40 seconds, 
Prakruthi Poopa Rao (Kar-
nataka) 23.58 seconds.

800m (AG Q Time 2:05.21 
seconds):  Gowthami 
Jayaraman (Tamil Nadu) 
2:04.17, Pooja (Haryana) 
2:04.37 secs, Lili Das (Utta-
rakhand) 2:04.59 secs.

Shot put (AG Q Mark 
16.25m): Manpreet Kaur 
(Haryana) 17.75m, Krishna 
Jayashankar (Tamil Nadu) 
16.69m, Srishti Vig (Delhi) 
16.96m.

Pole vault (AG Q Mark 
4.10m): Sindhushree G 
(Karnataka) 4.25m (NR 
previous national record 
4.23m set by Baranica), 
Baranica Elangovan 
(Tamil Nadu) 4.20m, Nitika 
Akare (Madhya Pradesh) 
4.10m.
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Women's T20 WC: Charani scripts history, becomes 
India's highest wicket-taker in a single edition

IANS

MANCHESTER: India's rising left-
arm spinner N. Shree Charani con-
tinued her dream run in the ICC 
Women's T20 World Cup, rewriting 
the record books on Thursday by 
becoming the highest wicket-taker 
for India in a single edition of  the 
tournament during the clash against 
Bangladesh at Old Trafford.

The 21-year-old achieved the mile-
stone in the 20th over of  Bangladesh's 
innings when she dismissed Shorna 
Akter to claim her 11th wicket of  the 
tournament, surpassing Poonam 
Yadav's previous Indian record of  10 
wickets set during the 2020 edition.

The landmark wicket came in the 
fourth ball of  the final over. Shorna 
advanced down the track looking for 
a big hit but failed to get the desired 
elevation, mistiming the ball straight 

to Renuka Singh at cover-point. The 
dismissal took Charani past Poonam 
and made her the most successful 
Indian bowler in a single Women's 
T20 World Cup campaign.

Charani was not done yet. One 

delivery later, she struck again to 
claim her 12th wicket of  the tourna-
ment, extending her record and help-
ing India restrict Bangladesh to 136/8.

The latest achievement adds 
another chapter to what has been a 
remarkable World Cup campaign for 
the young spinner. Earlier this week, 
Charani climbed to the No.1 position 
in the ICC Women's T20I Bowling 
Rankings for the first time in her 
career, becoming the highest-ranked 
bowler in women's T20I cricket.

Her rise to the top of  the rankings 
has been fuelled by a string of  match-
winning performances in England. 
Charani entered the Bangladesh 
match as the tournament's leading 
wicket-taker after producing a four-
wicket haul against the Netherlands 
in Leeds and following it up with a 
three-wicket spell against South 
Africa in Manchester.

FIFA WC: 'A proud moment for South Africa', says 

the Govt as it hails nation's first knockout spot
IANS

JOHANNESBURG: The 
South African government 
hailed the Bafana Bafana's 
historic qualification for 
the knockout stage in 
the FIFA World Cup 2026, 
describing the achieve-
ment as "a proud moment 
for South Africa" after the 
national team progressed 
beyond the group phase for 
the first time.

South Africa secured 
a place in the Round of  
32 with a 1-0 victory over 
South Korea in its final 

Group A match, finishing 
second in the standings 
and extending its cam-
paign into the knockout 
rounds.

Congratulating the 
team, the government 
praised the players for 
their determination and 
composure on one of  foot-
ball's biggest stages.

"The impressive result is 
a proud moment for South 
Africa and reflects the 
team's determination, dis-
cipline, and fighting spirit 
on one of  the world's big-
gest sporting stages," the 

government said in a state-
ment as quoted by Xinhua.

T h e  g ove r n m e n t 
added that the team's 
performance had gener-
ated excitement and unity 
across the country, inspir-
ing South Africans both 
at home and abroad. It 
also expressed confidence 
that Bafana Bafana would 
continue to represent the 
nation proudly as the tour-
nament progresses.

The achievement marks 
a watershed moment for 
South African football. In 
their previous World Cup 

appearances in 1998, 2002, 
and 2010, Bafana Bafana 
failed to advance beyond 
the group stage. Their vic-
tory over South Korea has 
now rewritten that history.

Head coach Hugo Broos 
credited his side's tactical 
discipline and effective use 
of  pace for the result.

"We played a very good 
game tactically. We had 
very quick players on 
the pitch, and we used 
them very well. We found 
the spaces at the right 
moments," Broos said after 
the match.


