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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

Chaired a high-level meeting to review arrangements for 
Muharram and Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra. Directed all departments 
to ensure seamless security, smooth traffic management, and 
uninterrupted essential services for all citizens.

“MORE THAN 15,000 CSC (COMMON SERVICE CENTRE) OUTLETS ARE OPERATIONAL IN 
Jammu Kashmir today. Of the 4,290 panchayats, 4,211 are connected to this network, representing an impressive 98.16 percent 
coverage. The remaining 79 panchayats are in very remote and border areas where connectivity remains a challenge.

CM Omar Reviews 
PMGSY Implementation 
Across J&K
Stresses Timely Completion Of Rural Road Projects

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Tuesday 
chaired a review meeting to 
assess the implementation and 
progress of the Pradhan Mantri 
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) 
across Jammu and Kashmir, 
with a particular focus on expe-
diting ongoing works, improv-
ing rural connectivity and 
addressing bottlenecks affect-
ing project execution.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter Surinder Choudhary, 
Additional Chief  Secretary, 
Mining, Ashwini Kumar, 
Additional Chief  Secretary 
to the Chief  Minister, Dheer-
aj Gupta, Additional Chief  
Secretary, Public Works 
(R&B), Anil Kumar Singh, 
Commissioner Secretary, 
Forest, Ecology & Environ-
ment, Sheetal Nanda, besides 
senior officers of  the Public 
Works Department and other 
concerned departments.

The Chief  Minister 
reviewed the status of  

PMGSY works under various 
phases of  the programme 
and took stock of  the prog-
ress achieved in providing 
all-weather road connectivi-
ty to rural habitations across 
Jammu and Kashmir. He 
was briefed on the ongoing 
projects, newly sanctioned 
works and the roadmap for 
completion of  pending road 
and bridge projects.

Emphasising the trans-
formative role of  rural road 
connectivity in improving the 
quality of  life in remote areas, 
the Chief  Minister directed 
the concerned departments to 
ensure timely execution of  all 
sanctioned works while main-
taining the highest standards 
of  quality.

He stressed the need for 
close inter-departmental 
coordination to resolve issues 
affecting project implementa-
tion, particularly those relat-
ing to statutory clearances 
and other procedural require-
ments. He called for regular 
monitoring of  works at all 
levels to ensure P-06

Panchayats Must Emerge As Centres Of 
Innovation, Digital Governance: LG Sinha
Says Panchayati Raj Institutions Strongest Voice, Largest Participants In Governance

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha on Tuesday 
said Panchayati Raj Institu-
tions (PRIs) must evolve beyond 
administrative units and emerge 
as centres of  innovation, equal 
opportunity, sustainable devel-
opment and public trust, assert-
ing that grassroots governance 
will play a decisive role in real-
izing Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s vision of  a developed 
India.

“In 2020, we set out to build a 
J&K where government reach-
es the citizen’s doorstep. With 
a 'People First' approach, we 
revolutionized public service 
delivery. From just 35 online ser-
vices in 2020 to more than 1,100 
by 2023, UT topped the national 
e-service delivery rankings," 
LG said while addressing the 
“Seva Se Samriddhi- Panchayat-
led Service Delivery” Regional 
Workshop organised by Union 
Ministry of  Panchayati Raj and 
J&K Administration. The Lieu-
tenant Governor highlighted 
historic transformations under 
Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi and the inclusive 
development revolution that was 

driven by the 3-tier Panchayati 
Raj system.

We made Panchayati Raj 
institutions the strongest voice 
and largest participants in gov-
ernance. Through 'Block Diwas' 
and 'Back to Village' campaigns, 
we tried to ensure services reach 
doorsteps, infrastructure meets 
local needs, and policies flow 
from the grassroots up.

We put the common per-
son’s aspirations at the core of  

administration. By ensuring 
accountability and citizen par-
ticipation, we have translated 
a commitment to multi-genera-
tional change into reality within 
3 years and rebuilt a powerful 
relationship of  trust with citi-
zens,” the Lieutenant Governor 
said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
urged the participants from 
Haryana, Jharkhand, Karna-
taka, Himachal P-06

LG Reviews 
Muharram 
Arrangements

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
Tuesday chaired a high-
level meeting to review 
the arrangements for 
Muharram across Jammu 
Kashmir.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Shri Atal Dulloo, 
Chief  Secretary; Shri Nalin 
Prabhat, DGP; Shri Sha-
leen Kabra, Additional 
Chief  Secretary, Jal Shakti 
Department; Shri Ashwani 
Kumar, Additional Chief  
Secretary, Power Develop-
ment Department; Shri 
Anil Kumar Singh, Addi-
tional Chief  Secretary, 
Public Works (R&B) Depart-
ment; Shri Chandraker 
Bharti, Principal Secretary 
Home Department; Shri 
S.J.M.Gillani, Special DG 
Coordination PHQ; Shri 
Nitish Kumar, ADGP, CID; 
Dr. Mandeep K P-06

Parliamentary Standing 
Committee On External 
Affairs Calls On LG

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on 
External Affairs, led by its 
Chairman Dr. Shashi Thar-
oor called on Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha at Lok 
Bhavan, Srinagar, Tuesday.

The Committee is on a 
four-day study visit to the 
Union Territories of Jammu 
Kashmir and Ladakh.

During the interac-
tion, Dr. Shashi Tharoor 
discussed the Commit-
tee's engagements and 
meetings held during the 
visit. He informed that 
the members had visited 
border areas in Jammu 
and the Regional Pass-
port Office yesterday and, 
today they held detailed 
interactions with senior 
Army officials in Srinagar. 
The members of  the Com-
mittee also shared their 
observations and experi-
ences during the visit and 
discussed various issues.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, while interact-
ing with the members of  
Parliamentary Standing 
Committee, spoke on the 
socio-economic transfor-
mation and developmental 
journey of  Jammu Kash-
mir over the past six P-06

Ensure Peaceful Conduct 

Of Amarnath Yatra: DGP 

To Security Agencies

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Directing 
security agencies to ensure 
peaceful conduct of  forth-
coming annual Amarnath 
Yatra, Director General of  
Police (DGP) Nalin Prabhat 
on Tuesday called on the 
officers to strengthen the 
security grid and intensify 
anti-terror operations across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Chairing a high-level 
security review meeting 
at the Police Control Room 
(PCR) here, DGP Prabhat, 
reviewed the preparedness 
and arrangements made for 
the Amarnath Yatra, slated 
to commence on July 3.

"The meeting was attend-
ed by senior officers of  the 
Army, Central Armed Police 
Forces (CAPFs), intelligence 
agencies and the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police, including 
corps commanders, inspec-
tor generals and district 
police chiefs," an official said.

He said, the participants 
briefed the DGP on the secu-
rity and logistical arrange-
ments put in place for the 
smooth conduct of  the pil-
grimage.

During the meeting, DGP 
Prabhat directed all security 
agencies to enhance mea-
sures at vulnerable locations, 
particularly along the twin 
pilgrimage P-06

Srinagar Decked Up For 8Th Muharram Procession 
Today; Security Grid, Traffic Plan In Place
Traditional Guru Bazar-Dalgate Procession To Pass Through City Centre

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Srinagar City 
has been decked up for the 8th 
Muharram procession scheduled 
today, with black flags, banners 
and religious insignia adorning 
several parts as authorities com-
pleted extensive preparations for 
the major religious event.

The administration has inten-
sified security measures, final-
ised civic arrangements and 
shared a comprehensive traffic 
management plan to ensure the 
smooth and peaceful conduct of  
the traditional procession.

The 8th Muharram proces-
sion, as per the details obtained, 
will be taken out along the tradi-
tional route from Guru Bazar to 
Dalgate via Budshah Kadal and 
M.A. Road, passing through the 
heart of  the city amid elaborate 
arrangements put in place by the 
civil and police administration.

Officials said a coordinated 
mechanism involving civil and 
police authorities has been 
established to facilitate the 
smooth conduct of  processions 
while ensuring public safety 
and maintaining law and order. 
Senior officers from various 
departments, including police, 
health, municipal services, fire 
and emergency services, power 
development, water supply and 
other essential services, have 
been assigned specific respon-

sibilities.
The administration has 

undertaken extensive measures, 
including route management, 
deployment of  adequate securi-
ty personnel, traffic regulation, 
sanitation drives, uninterrupted 
electricity and drinking water 
supply, emergency medical 
facilities, installation of  control 
rooms and round-the-clock mon-
itoring of  arrangements.

The officers have been direct-
ed to maintain close P-06

      26th Annual NEESF–NEES Award Function 

Sakeena Itoo Felicitates 

Youth Achievers At SKICC

GMK NEWS NETWORK 
   
SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Education, Social Welfare, 
Health and Medical Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo said that 
the Government is making 
consistent efforts for empow-
ering youth and creating 
opportunities for them for 
inclusive growth and devel-
opment across Jammu and 
Kashmir. The Minister made 
these remarks while presides 
an award function at SKICC 
here, organised by New Light 
Education and Environmen-
tal Services Foundation 
(NEESF) and New Light Edu-
cation and Environmental 
Society (NEES), to felicitate 
outstanding achievers for 

their exemplary contribu-
tions in the fields of  educa-
tion, social service, youth 
empowerment, and commu-
nity development.

While addressing the gath-
ering, the Minister highlight-
ed the transformative role of  
education in shaping society 
and appreciated the efforts 
of  NEESF and NEES in rec-
ognizing excellence and pro-
moting a culture of  achieve-
ment among students, educa-
tors, professionals, and social 
workers. She emphasized the 
need for collective efforts 
towards empowering youth 
and creating opportunities 
for inclusive growth and 
development.

The Minister P-06

New Delhi Slams Pakistan For Peddling 'Fabricated' Claims On Kashmir
Says Islamabad Hiding Its Failures, Using Kashmir To Divert Attention From Growing Unrest

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: India on Tues-
day strongly rejected remarks 
made by Pakistan Defence 
Minister Khawaja Asif  on 
Jammu and Kashmir and the 
Indus Waters Treaty, saying 
the comments were aimed at 
diverting attention from Islam-
abad's internal problems and 
human rights record.

Responding to media que-
ries, External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Randhir Jaisw-
al, said Pakistan's allegations 
against India were baseless 
and intended to shift focus 
away from issues confronting 
the neighbouring country.

"We have seen reports 
regarding these remarks. 
Such statements are desperate 
attempts by Pakistan to cover 
up its own failings and deflect 
attention from its human 
rights abuses," Jaiswal said.

He said India categorically 

rejected what he described as 
fabricated claims.

The response came days 
after Asif  criticised India's 
decision to keep the Indus 
Waters Treaty in abeyance 
and warned that Pakistan 
could consider military action 
if  it believed its water security 
was under threat.

India suspended the treaty 
following the April 22 terror 
attack in Pahalgam in which 

26 people were killed. New 
Delhi has maintained that 
the decision will remain in 
force as part of  its response 
to cross-border terrorism.

Without naming specific 
incidents, Jaiswal said Paki-
stan's attempts to raise issues 
relating to Jammu and Kash-
mir could not obscure the 
situation in territories under 
its control.

He pointed to continuing 

protests in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK), describ-
ing them as the outcome of  
decades of  economic neglect, 
denial of  rights and adminis-
trative repression.

"The ongoing protests in 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir are 
a direct consequence of Paki-
stan's long-standing policies of  
economic exploitation, suppres-
sion of fundamental freedoms 
and governance failures in areas 
under its illegal and forcible 
occupation," he said.

The spokesperson alleged 
that Pakistani authorities 
had responded to public dis-
sent through harsh measures, 
including restrictions on move-
ment, internet shutdowns and 
action against civilians.

India also urged the inter-
national community to take 
note of  developments in PoK 
and hold Pakistan account-
able for what it described as 
violations of  P-06

     Reservation Proposal

Cabinet Gives 
Go-Ahead To Reply 
On RBA, EWS Cuts

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: The Cabinet on 
Tuesday cleared its response 
to the queries raised by the 
Union Government regarding 
the Cabinet’s proposal on reser-
vation, sources disclosed.

Sources said that the Cabi-
net, which met here under the 
chairmanship of  Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah, discussed 
the draft reply prepared by the 
Social Welfare Department, 
in consultation with Depart-
ment of  Law, Justice and Par-
liamentary Affairs, to queries 
raised by the Ministry of  Home 
Affairs (MHA) on the Cabinet 
proposal for reservation.

“The Cabinet gave its go-ahead 
to the response,” they said.

According to sources, the 
reply addresses the query on 
the justification for a three per-
cent reduction in the Reserved 
Backward Area (RBA) category 
and a seven percent reduction 
in the Economically P-06

      J&K Assembly To Go Paperless

325 Tablets Being Procured; 95 For 
MLAs, 230 For Installation In House

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The Jammu & 
Kashmir Assembly is set to 
go paperless, with 325 high-
end tablets being purchased 
for legislators as well as for 
installation inside the House.

As per details available, 
the National Informatics 
Centre Services Incorporat-
ed (NICSI), which handles IT 
procurement and services for 
the government, has floated 
tenders for the purchase of  
tablets and other IT equip-
ment for the J&K Assembly 
under the Government of  
India’s ambitious National 
e-Vidhan Application (NeVA) 
project.

According to details, 95 
tablets are being procured 
for the use of  MLAs outside 
the House. The total strength 
of  the J&K Assembly is 95, 
including 90 elected MLAs 
and five nominated MLAs. 
The five nominated seats are 
currently vacant.

In addition to the 95 tab-
lets for MLAs, 230 tablets are 
being purchased for mount-
ing on the seats of  MLAs in 
the House in both Srinagar 
and Jammu as well as in 
some offices of  the Assembly.

The high-level committee 
headed by the Speaker has 
recommended the procure-
ment of  Samsung tablets. 
“The high-level apex com-
mittee chaired by the Speak-
er of  the J&K Assembly has 
approved the purchase of  
Samsung tablets for installa-
tion inside the House and for 
the official use of  MLAs, as 
they are technically suitable, 
meet the P-06

Manoj Sinha
@manojsinha_
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

        DIRECTORATE OF COLLEGE
     HIGHER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

NOTICE
Subject: Conduct of Spot Round — Undergraduate (UG)/Integrated P.G. (IPG) Admissions, 

Academic Session 2026-27.
The admission process for the Undergraduate (UG)/Integrated P.G. (IPG) programmes of 
Government Degree Colleges of J&K for the Academic Session 2026-27 was initiated vide Admission 
Advertisement. Notice No. DC-HE/2026/1469 Dated 02-05-2026 issued by the Directorate of 
Colleges, and the last date was extended up to 30-05-2026 vide Notice No. DC-HE/2026/1664 
Dated 27-05-2026. Thereafter, the Round-1 College/Major Allotment List was published on the 
Centralised Admission Portal, https://jkadrnissions.in, vide Notice No. DC-HE/2026/1700 Dated 
02-06-2026 and extended vide Notice No. DC-HE/2026/1720 Dated 06-06 2026. Subsequently, 
the Round-2 Allotment List was published on the Centralised Admission Portal on 13-06-2026 vide 
Notice No. DC-HE/2026/ 177 1and the last date for completion of admission formalities by Round-2 
selected candidates was extended up to 23-06-2026 vide Notice No. DC-HE/2026/ i 805 Dated 
19-06-2026.
For filling up vacant scats remaining after the conclusion of Round-2 admission formalities, the Spot 
Round shall be conducted as per the schedule and guidelines set out hereunder. The Spot Round 
shall be operated through two parallel streams:
i. Walk-in Admissions at colleges for programmes listed under Annexure 'A', &
ii. Round-3 (Direct System Allotment) through the Centralised Admission Portal for 

programmes listed under Annexure 'B’
1. Important Dates — Spot Round

Activity Schedule

Fresh Registration on the Centralised Admission Portal https://jkadmissions.
in (for aspirants who had not registered earlier) and Submission of College/
Programme Preferences for programmes listed under Annexure 'B* (Round-3 
/ Direct System Allotment) — open to ALL candidates (fresh aspirants, 
candidates seeking walk-in admission, and candidates already admitted in 
earlier rounds who wish to upgrade)

23-06-2026 to 
26-06-2026

Walk-in Admissions and Document Verification at colleges for programmes 
listed under Annexure 'A'

25-06-2026 to 
02-07-2026

Publication of Round-3 (System Allotment) List on the Centralised Admission 
Portal for programmes listed under Annexure 'B' 29-06-2026

Last Date for Online Fee Deposition by Spot Round allotted candidates (Walk-
in as well as Round-3) 01-07-2026

Physical Reporting and Document Verification at the Allotted College (Round-3 
Direct Allotment Programs)

29-06-2026 to 
02-07-2026

Subsequent Rounds (if vacant seats remain) After 03-07-
2026

2. Programme Categorisation
For the Spot Round, programmes have been categorised, college-wise, into two groups as set out in 
the Annexures A & B appended to this notice / available on the Centralised Admission Portal. The 
Annexure displays, in respect of each college, two columns — ‘Walk-in Programmes (Annexure ‘A’)’ 
and ‘Round-3 / System Allotment Programmes (Annexure ‘B’)\ The actual vacant seat position (seat 
matrix) will be reflected on the Centralised Admission Portal enabling students to make informed 
decisions regarding preference-filling.

Group Description

Walk-in 
Programmes  
Annexure - A

Programmes with a substantial number of vacant seats. Aspirants interested 
in these programmes shall report to the concerned colleges within the notified 
Walk-in window, and admission shall be made on a first-come-first-served 
basis, after registration on the portal.

Round 3/ Direct 
System Allocation  

Annexure - B

Programmes for which seat allotment shall be made centrally by the Admission 
Portal, strictly on the basis of 10+2 merit, candidate preferences, eligibility and 
availability of vacant seats. NO in-person counselling shall be conducted for 
these programmes. The allotment list shall be published on the portal on 29-
06-2026.

3. Spot Round Eligibility
► Candidates who have not secured admission in any previous admission round are eligible to 

participate in the Spot Round;
► Candidates who were allotted a seat in earlier rounds but did not complete admission 

formalities — whether by way of non-deposit of admission fee, non- submission of 
documents, or otherwise — may also participate;

► Candidates who have already completed admission formalities in a college in earlier rounds 
and wish to seek admission in a different college and/or programme may also participate;

► Candidates whose applications were rejected during verification on account of incorrect 
information, marks, category claim, or eligibility issues may participate, subject to 
fulfilment of eligibility conditions;

► Candidates who have voluntarily cancelled their admission after confirmation shall NOT be 
eligible to participate in the Spot Round;

► Candidates must satisfy ail eligibility criteria prescribed for the programme concerned.
4. Spot Round Registration
► Candidates who have not applied earlier shall submit a fresh application on the Centralised 

Admission Portal https://jkadmissions.in between 23-06-2026 and 26-06-2026, and pay 
the prescribed application fee of ?200 (non-refundable).

► Online Applications of fresh candidates shall be scrutinised online and the candidates shall 
be required to respond to any clarifications raised by the scrutinisers during the process 
within the stipulated deadline. Failure to respond to a scrutiny clarification shall make the 
application liable to be rejected.

► Fresh applicants are advised to visit the Counselling and Facilitation centers established 
at all Degree Colleges of J&K for form submission and preference filling to avoid mistakes. 
Course Offerings and Combinations available at different colleges can be explored using 
the Directorate of Colleges Website https:/ /directorcollegesjk.in using the Courses/
Colleges tab.

►  Candidates who have already applied are not required to submit a fresh application. 
Their existing application will automatically be considered for the Spot Round, and any 
application fee already paid will be carried forward. No additional application fee is 
required.

5. Walk-in Admissions (Annexure ‘A’)
► Walk-in admissions for programmes listed under Annexure ‘A’ shall commence at the 

concerned colleges on 25-06-2026 and shall remain open up to 02-07-2026, as per the 
working hours notified by the concerned college, subject to availability of vacant seats.

► Admission shall be made on a first-come-first-served basis. However, in the event of 
multiple candidates reporting at or about the same time and the number of such candidates 
exceeding the vacant seats available, the college may admit them on the basis of 10+2 
merit.

► Candidates desirous of walk-in admission must be registered on the Centralised. Admission 
Portal before reporting to the college.

► Admission fee for walk-in admissions shall be paid online through the Centralised 
Admission Portal only.

► Candidates must carry all original documents prescribed in the original Admission 
Advertisement Notice (DC-HE/2026/1469 dated 02-05-2026) for physical verification at 
the college.

► Candidates who opt for walk-in admissions may also submit preferences for Annexure ‘I3J 
(Round-3) programmes within the prescribed window, and if a higher-preferred allotment is 
made to them through Round-3, they shall have the option to switch (see Section 7 below).

6. Round-3 / Direct System Allotment (Annexure ‘B’)
For programmes listed under Annexure 13’, seat allotment shall be made centrally through the 
Centralised Admission Portal strictly on the basis of 10+2 merit, candidate preferences, eligibility, 
and availability of vacant seats. NO in-person counselling shall be conducted for Annexure ‘B’ 
programmes.
(a) Submission of College/Programme Choices
• ALL candidates desirous of participating in Round-3 shall submit FRESH college/

programme preferences on the Centralised Admission Portal between 23-06-2026 and 
26-06-2026, irrespective of any preferences submitted earlier. This window is open to 
fresh aspirants, candidates seeking walk-in admission, and candidates already admitted in 
earlier rounds who wish to upgrade to a better college / programme.

• Candidates may view the vacant seat position on the portal while submitting their 
preferences.

• The order of preferences is relevant for Round-3 allotment, as allotment shall be made in 
accordance with the candidate’s preference order, subject to merit and seat availability. 
Candidates arc therefore advised to arrange their preferences carefully in order of priority.

• There is no limit on the number of college/programme preferences a candidate may submit. 
Candidates are, however, advised to be realistic in their choices.

(b) Publication of Allotment List
• The Round-3 (Direct System Allotment) List shall be published on the Centralised Admission 

Portal on 29-06-2026.
• Allotted candidates shall be required to confirm their admission by depositing the prescribed 

admission fee online through the portal on or before 01-07-2026, and thereafter report to 
the allotted college for physical document verification within the prescribed window.

• Mere submission of preferences shall not guarantee admission. Admission shall be 
confirmed only after successful verification of original documents at the allotted college 
and payment of the prescribed admission fee through the Centralised Admission Portal.

• Candidates who have already secured admission in a college and are subsequently 
upgraded to a different college/programme in Round-3 will only be required to pay the 
balance fee amount, if applicable. The fee already paid at the time of previous admission 
shall be automatically adjusted and transferred to the newly allotted college.

7. Important Instructions

► Any incorrect claim relating to marks, category, eligibility, or other admission-related 
information may lead to rejection of candidature at any stage;

► Candidates must use a valid mobile number and email address for all admission-related 
communications;

► Applicants are advised to regularly visit the Centralised Admission Portal for updates, 
notices, allotment lists, and schedules;

► For any queries or grievances, candidates may use the online Helpline and Grievance 
Redressal facility built into the Admission Portal. Candidates may also refer to the official 
websites of the concerned colleges for college-level helplines, or visit the colleges in person 
for clarifications;

► No request for change of merit-related information shall be entertained after final 
submission of the Spot Round application;

► Any subsequent rounds, if necessitated by remaining vacancies, shall be conducted after 
02-08-2026 and shall be notified separately;

► The decision of the Admission Committee / Competent Authority on eligibility, merit, 
verification, and seat allotment shall be final and binding,

► The allotment of Minor/SEC/MD etc. shall be done after commencement of classwork as 
per circular no DC-HE/2026/K/1 826 dated 22-06-2026.

Aspirants are advised to follow the official WhatsApp Channel for Admissions 2026-27, linked on 
https://jkadmissions.in, for regular updates.

No: DC-HE/2026/K/ 1830  Dr. Sheikh Ajaz Bashir
Dated: 23-06-2026  Director Colleges, J&K

Annexure ‘A*
List of College-wise Programs where admission will be done on Walk-In 

(First-come-First-Served) basis 

DIT-kM-3-26
DT: 23/06/2026 Continue to P7
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

DIRECTORATE OF TOURISM, KASHMIR
Tel / Fax 0914 - 2502279 / 2502281

E- Bid Document (Auction ID:                   ) 

Out-sourcing of “Operation Management” of Eco Log Hut No.2 at Shikargah, Tral, J&K for a 
period of 03-years (extendable upto 5 years) on License Basis through GeM Portal. 

No: Estates / 277 / DTK /264                dated :- 20/ 06 /2026
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of J&K Union Territory, e - bids are invited online through GeM Portal for Outsourcing the “Operation 
Management“ of Eco Log Hut No.2 at Shikargah, Tral, for a period 03-years (extendable upto 5 years) on License Basis through GeM 
Portal. The details are as under:

S.No Particulars Date/Amount Remarks

1 PQ (Pre-Qualification) Submission 
Start Date 23.06.2026 10:00 AM Nil

2 PQ (Pre-Qualification) Submission 
End Date 29.06.2026 04:00 PM Nil

3 PQ (Pre-Qualification) Assessment 
End Date & Time 01.07.2026 04:00 PM Nil

4 EMD Start Date      03.07.2026 10:00 AM Nil
5 EMD End Date      07.07.2026 4:00 PM Nil

6 EMD (Bid Security) Amount in shape 
of CDR/FDR/DD

Rs. 20,000 /- 
(Rupees twenty  Thousand Only)

To be pledged in favour of Accounts 
Officer, Directorate of Tourism, Kashmir.

7 Bid Submission/Auction Start Date 10.07.2026 10:00 AM Nil

8 Bid Submission/Auction End Date 
& Time 14.07.2026 4:00 PM Nil

9 Reserve Bid Amount Rs.1,19,000/- (Rupees one Lakh and 
nineteen Thousand Only) Nil

10 Bidding Time Extension Not Applicable Not Applicable
The e-auction shall be finalized by the Outsourcing Committee under the Chairmanship of Director Tourism, Kashmir. Reliable/
resourceful and experienced agencies/persons, who fulfill the ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA (PRE QUALIFICATION) detailed as under shall only 
be eligible to participate in the e – bidding process. 
PRE –QUALIFICATION (PQ) CRITERIA (TO BE UPLOADED ON GEM PORTAL)
1. The bidder should be a domicile of J&K shall upload a valid domicile certificate or state subject.
2. The bidder shall have to upload a Character Certificate from the concerned Additional Dy. Commissioner (ADC)/Police Station 

or alternatively copy of a valid PASSPORT.
3. The bidder shall have to upload self-attested PAN Card & Aadhar Card.

Sd/-
DIPK-2438-26  Dy. Director Tourism,
DT: 23/06/2026 Estates

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

DIRECTORATE OF TOURISM, KASHMIR
Tel / Fax 0914 - 2502279 / 2502281

E- Bid Document (Auction ID:                   ) 
Out-sourcing of “Operation Management” of Tourist Cafeteria at Naristan, Tral, J&K for a 

period of 03-years (extendable upto 5 years) on License Basis through GeM Portal. 
No: Estates / 278 / DTK /262                 dated:- 2 / 06 /2026

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of J&K Union Territory, e - bids are invited online through GeM Portal for Outsourcing the 
“Operation Management“ of Cafeteria at Naristan,Tral, J&K for a period 03-years (extendable upto 5 years) on License Basis 
through GeM Portal. The details are as under:

S.No Particulars Date/Amount Remarks
1 PQ (Pre-Qualification) Submission Start 

Date
23.06.2026 10:00 AM Nil

2 PQ (Pre-Qualification) Submission End Date 29.06.2026 04:00 PM Nil
3 PQ (Pre-Qualification) Assessment End Date 

& Time
01.07.2026 04:00 PM Nil

4 EMD Start Date      03.07.2026 10:00 AM Nil
5 EMD End Date      07.07.2026 4:00 PM Nil
6 EMD (Bid Security) Amount in shape of 

CDR/FDR/DD
Rs. 13,000 /- 

(Rupees Thirteen   Thousand Only)
To be pledged in favour of Accounts Offi-

cer, Directorate of Tourism, Kashmir.
7 Bid Submission/Auction Start Date 10.07.2026 10:00 AM Nil
8 Bid Submission/Auction End Date & Time 14.07.2026 4:00 PM Nil
9 Reserve Bid Amount Rs.1,30,000/- (Rupees One Lakh 

and Thirty Thousand Only)
Nil

10 Bidding Time Extension Not Applicable Not Applicable

The e-auction shall be finalized by the Outsourcing Committee under the Chairmanship of Director Tourism, Kashmir. Reliable/
resourceful and experienced agencies/persons, who fulfill the ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA (PRE QUALIFICATION) detailed as under 
shall only be eligible to participate in the e – bidding process. For Details/Information, Please Contact 9086244001 (Mr. Latif 
Khan , Sr Asst, Estates).

PRE –QUALIFICATION (PQ) CRITERIA (TO BE UPLOADED ON GEM PORTAL)
1. The bidder should be a domicile of J&K shall upload a valid domicile certificate or state subject.
2. The bidder shall have to upload a Character Certificate from the concerned Additional Dy. Commissioner (ADC) / Police 

Station or alternatively copy of a valid PASSPORT.
3. The bidder shall have to upload self-attested PAN Card & Aadhar Card.

Sd/-
DIPK-2441-26  Dy. Director Tourism,
DT: 23/06/2026 Estates

PSC on External Affairs calls on 
CM Omar Abdullah in Srinagar

Sindhu’s Sacred Call

30th Darshan Yatra and First 

Sindhu Kumbh Open in Leh
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Parlia-
mentary Standing Com-
mittee on External Affairs, 
currently on a four-day 
study visit to Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh, 
Tuesday called on Chief  
Minister Omar Abdullah 
at Dachigam National Park 
here.

The Committee, chaired 
by Member of  Parliament 
Shashi Tharoor, briefed 
the Chief  Minister about 
the objectives of  its visit 
and its engagements across 
Jammu and Kashmir. The 
13-member Committee 
is undertaking the study 
tour to review strategic 
border security, foreign 
policy-related issues and 
the overall situation in 
frontier regions.

The Committee, which 
had earlier visited Jammu, 
arrived in Srinagar today 
as part of  its programme 
to gain first-hand insights 

into border management, 
security preparedness and 
developmental issues in 
border areas.

Welcoming the mem-
bers, Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah appreciated the 
Committee’s visit to the 
region and underscored 
the importance of  sus-
tained engagement by Par-
liamentary Committees in 
understanding the aspira-
tions, challenges and devel-

opmental needs of  Jammu 
& Kashmir. He said such 
interactions provide an 
opportunity for informed 
policy discussions and 
contribute to strengthen-
ing governance and insti-
tutional coordination.

The Chief  Minister also 
highlighted the signifi-
cance of  ensuring balanced 
development in border 
areas, with a focus on 
improving infrastructure, 

connectivity, public servic-
es and livelihood opportu-
nities for the people living 
in these regions.

The members of  the 
Committee exchanged 
views with the Chief  Min-
ister on matters relating 
to border management, 
regional development 
and issues of  national 
importance connected 
with India’s external 
affairs.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

LEH: A historic celebra-
tion of  Pratham Sindhu 
Kumbh and the 30th 
Sindhu Darshan Yatra was 
held Tuesday at the sacred 
Sindhu Ghat, Leh, in the 
presence of  the Lieuten-
ant Governor Vinai Kumar 
Saxena Ji, Rupesh ji - RSS. 
ambassadors, high com-
missioners, spiritual lead-
ers, political representa-
tives, and thousands of  
pilgrims from India and 
across the world.

The grand event began 
with the flag hoisting cere-
mony, followed by the mag-
nificent Grand Kalash Yatra 
carrying sacred water rep-
resenting 156 nations, sym-
bolising global unity, peace, 
and the universal spirit of  
the Sindhu River.

The sacred rituals at 
the Sindhu River were per-
formed in the presence of   
Indresh Kumar Ji (RSS), 

His Eminence the 8th Cho-
kyong Palga Rinpoche 
Ji, Nimuben Jayantibhai 
(Hon’ble Minister of  State), 
Vijender Gupta Ji (Speaker, 
Delhi Assembly), Tashi 
Gyalson Ji (Former CEC, 
LAHDC Leh), ambassadors 
and high commissioners of  
8 countries, senior officials, 
MPs, MLAs, judges, and dis-
tinguished guests.

The event also wit-
nessed the presence and 
contribution of  Murlid-

har Makhija, Bhupinder 
Kansil, and Shri Parmjit 
Singh Gill from the Sindhu 
Darshan Yatra Samiti, who 
have played an important 
role in carrying forward 
this historic cultural and 
spiritual movement.

Revered spiritual leaders 
including Chidanand Muni 
Ji and Devki Nandan Ji 
blessed the occasion along 
with thousands of  devotees. 
Around 5,000 pilgrims par-
ticipated in this grand cel-

ebration, which beautifully 
showcased India’s cultural 
diversity through vibrant 
programmes represent-
ing different states under 
the theme of  “Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat.”

The Pratham Sindhu 
Kumbh and 30th Sindhu 
Darshan Yatra marked 
a significant moment of  
spiritual devotion, national 
integration, and global cul-
tural harmony at the banks 
of  the sacred Sindhu River.

Sakeena Itoo reviews admissions in Govt Degree Colleges across J&K
Calls for emerging technology courses, diversified academic offerings, measures to boost enrolment

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Maintaining 
that student welfare should 
remain the top priority, Min-
ister for Higher Education, 
Sakeena Itoo, Tuesday said 
that sustained reforms in 
the higher education sector 
are essential to make colleg-
es more accessible, inclusive 
and responsive to the aspira-
tions of  students.

The Minister made these 
remarks while addressing 
a comprehensive review 
meeting held to assess the 
ongoing admission process 
in the Government Degree 
Colleges across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

During the meeting, 
Sakeena Itoo had a compre-
hensive review of the admis-
sion status across Govern-
ment Degree Colleges. She 
directed the Higher Educa-
tion Department and college 
authorities to strengthen 
awareness and outreach 
initiatives in the institutions 
with comparatively low 
enrolment to ensure wider 
access to higher education.

The Minister emphasised 
that Principals and faculty 
members should actively 
engage with the students 
and parents to enhance 
awareness about the aca-
demic programmes, schol-
arship opportunities and 
career pathways available 
in Government Degree Col-
leges.

Reviewing the admission 
figures, Sakeena Itoo was 

informed that colleges have 
recorded a significant rise in 
student admissions this year 
after the government intro-
duced several measures to 
simplify and ease the admis-
sion process.

Sakeena Itoo, who has 
been closely monitoring the 
admission process, reiterat-
ed her commitment towards 
strengthening the higher 
education sector in Jammu 
and Kashmir. She said that 
it is the prime concern of  
the present dispensation to 
ensure that every eligible 
student gets access to qual-
ity higher education.

“The new reforms have 
helped reverse the declining 
trend in college admissions 
witnessed over the past few 
years and we hope that the 
admission figures would 
exceed 50,000 after the com-
pletion of  next two rounds 
of admissions,” asserted the 
Minister.

She said that legacy 
colleges continue to wit-
ness higher demand, 

which is encouraging but 
stressed the need to further 
strengthen the higher edu-
cation system by expand-
ing the choice of  courses 
and enhancing student 
welfare measures to make 
colleges more attractive for 
the aspiring students. She 
added that walk-in admis-
sions have been facilitated 
through an in-house online 
portal to ensure that no 
eligible student is denied 
access to higher educa-
tion. She informed that the 
Principals have been given 
flexibility in the admission 
process to take student-
centric decisions in the 
best interest of  students.

She stressed the need 
to rationalise course offer-
ings, upgrade infrastruc-
ture and create academic 
opportunities that respond 
to the changing needs and 
aspirations of  the students. 
She directed the officers to 
closely monitor the admis-
sion trends and take all 
necessary measures to 

improve enrolment, partic-
ularly in colleges where the 
admissions remain below 
expectations.

The Minister also sought 
inputs from the Principals 
on the persistent decline 
in admissions in certain 
subjects and asked them to 
suggest measures to arrest 
the downward trend. She 
stressed that the neigh-
bouring colleges should 
offer diversified courses 
rather than identical pro-
grammes, so as to optimise 
academic resources and 
provide students with a 
wider range of  educational 
opportunities.

Stressing the importance 
of  ensuring uninterrupted 
academic activities, the Min-
ister directed all the colleges 
to make arrangements for 
commencement of  classes 
at the earliest so that the 
students do not suffer any 
academic loss.

Sakeena Itoo empha-
sised the need for ratio-
nalisation of  faculty across 

colleges and directed the 
Higher Education Depart-
ment to ensure optimum 
utilisation of  teaching staff  
by deploying faculty in a 
manner that strengthens 
academic standards and 
addresses gaps in colleges 
facing low admissions.

The Minister emphasised 
the need to introduce new 
courses in emerging tech-
nologies, including Artifi-
cial Intelligence and other 
future-oriented disciplines, 
to align higher education 
with evolving academic and 
industry requirements. She 
also called for structural 
reforms across colleges to 
ensure a more balanced 
and uniform distribution of  
admissions.

"We have to introduce 
new courses in emerg-
ing technologies, includ-
ing Artificial Intelligence, 
Machine Learning, Skill 
Linked Hybrid Tracks and 
Econometrics. Our goal is 
to ensure that every eligible 
student receives an opportu-
nity to pursue higher educa-
tion of  his choice," the Min-
ister said.

She further asserted 
that the government is 
focusing on enhancing the 
employability of  students 
by promoting industry-
oriented initiatives and 
skill development pro-
grammes so that gradu-
ates are better equipped 
to secure meaningful 
employment after com-
pleting their education.

RBI hosts awareness camp for 

MSME Entrepreneurs at Jammu
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Reserve Bank of  
India Tuesday organized an 
awareness camp for MSME 
Entrepreneurs at Jammu. 
As many as 160 MSME 
entrepreneurs participated 
in the awareness camp.

The event had thematic 
sessions covering key aspects 
of  MSME development and 
financing including sessions 
on Unified Lending Inter-
face; CBDC; TReDS; MSME 
Financing Landscape in UTs 
of  J&K & Ladakh; Access 
to Credit – Challenges and 
innovative solutions; Gov-
ernment initiatives includ-
ing MSME Health Clinic; 
Accessing formal credit, 
documentation, application 
processes etc.

The event was presided 
over by Regional Direc-
tor, RBI, UTs of  J&K and 
Ladakh and attended 
among others by MD & 
CEO, J&K Bank Amitava 
Chatterjee  as ‘Special 
Guest’; Joint Director, 
MSME-Development & 
Facilitation Office Jammu; 
Joint Director, DIC Jammu; 
DGM, NABARD; GM, J&K 
Bank; GM, UTLBC (J&K); 
Chairman, Jammu & 
Kashmir Grameen Bank; 
AGM, SBI; AGM, Canara 
Bank; Regional Heads from 
HDFC Bank, Axis Bank 
and ICICI Bank.

In his keynote address, 
the Regional Director 
stated that the MSME 

sector remains the back-
bone of  the Indian econ-
omy despite the recent 
West Asia crisis, contrib-
uting significantly to GDP, 
employment generation 
and exports. “There has 
been impressive growth 
in terms of  the number 
of  MSMEs registered on 
Udyam Dashboard over 
the past five year in UT 
of  J&K,” he highlighted. 
He further emphasized 
upon RBI’s recent regu-
latory initiatives namely 
enhancement in collateral-
free lending limit for micro 
and small enterprises from 
₹10 lakh to ₹20 lakh and dis-
pensing with the require-
ment of  due diligence 
while on-boarding MSMEs 
on TReDS platforms. He 

encouraged MSMEs entre-
preneurs to leverage upon 
the opportunities created 
by the evolving policy and 
financial ecosystem, scale 
up their enterprises and 
expand their market reach.

The MD & CEO-J&K 
Bank, while addressing the 
participants, highlighted the 
role of  MSMEs as engines of  
livelihood, innovation and 
social mobility in the region. 
He also emphasized the 
importance of  Udyam Reg-
istration and Udyam Assist 
Platform in formalization 
of  MSMEs. He noted that 
thousands of  enterprises, 
particularly nano-enter-
prises have benefitted with 
the recently launched Mis-
sion Yuva scheme of  UT of  
J&K.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Why A Border 
Visit Must Matter

W
hen a parliamentary committee 
packs its bags for Jammu, Kash-
mir, and Ladakh, the standard 
script is predictable: high-level 
briefings, photo-ops with local 

officials, and a heavy stack of briefing papers 
on geopolitical strategy. But if this visit—led by 
Shashi Tharoor—is to mean anything, it has to 
break the mold. It cannot just be about protocol; 
it has to be about the people. For far too long, 
we have looked at our frontier regions through 
a purely military lens. We talk about lines on a 
map, troop deployments, and security gridlocks. 
What we routinely forget are the human beings 
who live, work, and raise families on the razor's 
edge of those borders.
The Reality on the Ground: Border residents don't 
just face the abstract anxieties of geopolitics. 
They face harsh winters, geographical isolation, 
roads that wash away, and phone signals that 
vanish when they are needed most.
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah recently pointed out 
the desperate need for balanced development, and 
he hits the nail on the head. You cannot separate 
national security from human dignity. True security 
isn’t just built with fences and bunkers; it’s built 
with: Reliable roads that don’t cut off villages for 
months at a time. Hospitals that are actually reach-
able in a medical emergency. Schools and jobs that 
give the younger generation a reason to stay and 
thrive. When a border village has working internet, 
a functioning hospital, and economic opportunity, 
it becomes a pillar of stability. Prosperous, con-
fident communities are the strongest defense a 
nation can have.
The ultimate test of this parliamentary tour 
won't be found in the eloquence of the final 
report or the number of meetings stamped "com-
pleted." Success means ensuring the grievances 
aired by local residents don't get buried under 
a mountain of bureaucratic paperwork in New 
Delhi. Sustainable peace isn't maintained solely 
by military preparedness. It’s nurtured through 
responsive governance and a sense of belong-
ing. The resilient citizens living in our frontier 
regions shouldn't feel like they are merely acting 
as human shields or passive guardians of the 
border. They deserve to feel like equal partners 
in the nation’s progress.
As the committee wraps up its visit, the hope is 
that they carry back something more valuable 
than data points: a genuine understanding of 
the hardships and hopes of the people. It’s time 
to transform these critical border outposts from 
zones of survival into centers of opportunity.

The Untapped Potential Of Kashmir’s 
Medicinal And Aromatic Plants

TAWHEED PARVAIZ BHAT

G
ar firdaus bar rue zamin 
ast, hami asto,  hamin asto, 
hamin ast - If  there is para-
dise on Earth, it is here, it 
is here, it is here. This time-

less saying perfectly describes Kashmir. 
When we close our eyes and imagine 
this land, our minds paint a picture of  
snow-covered mountains, lush green 
meadows, crystal-clear rivers, dense 
forests, and endless orchards. Kashmir 
is not merely a place of  beauty; it is a 
living paradise blessed by Almighty 
Allah with immense natural wealth. 
Among its greatest treasures are its 
medicinal and aromatic plants, a hidden 
wealth that has the power to shape the 
future of  Kashmir.

Nature has gifted Kashmir with a 
unique climate, fertile soil, and rich 
biodiversity where countless species 
of  flora and fauna thrive. From forests 
and alpine pastures to roadsides and 
orchards, this land is filled with plants 
that possess extraordinary healing and 
aromatic properties. In many ways, 
Kashmir itself  is a natural laboratory 
of  herbal medicine.

Long before synthetic medicines and 
chemical-based treatments entered our 
lives, Kashmir was its own healer. Our 
ancestors relied on herbs and medicinal 
plants to cure diseases and maintain 
health. Their connection with nature 
was deep, practical, and wise. I often 
remember my grandfather, Gh. Hassan 
Bhat, who never attended school, yet 
possessed remarkable knowledge about 
medicinal plants. As a child, I would 
watch him collect herbs from gardens, 
roadsides, and fields. Whenever I asked 
him why, he would explain the names of  
the plants and the diseases they could 
heal. This was not only the story of  my 
home; it was the story of  almost every 
Kashmiri family of  that generation. 
Their knowledge of  nature was vast, 
inherited, and deeply rooted in experi-
ence.

Kashmir is home to many valuable 
medicinal plants such as Podophyl-
lum hexandrum (Banwangun), used 
in cancer research and modern phar-
maceuticals; Artemisia absinthium 
(Tethwan), known for digestive and 
anti-parasitic properties; Saussurea 
costus (Kuth), famous for respiratory 

and stomach disorders; Aconitum het-
erophyllum (Patis), a powerful herb for 
fever and digestive problems; Bergenia 
ciliata (Zakhm-e-Hayat), known for 
wound healing and kidney stones; and 
Viola odorata (Banafsha), widely used 
for cough and respiratory illnesses and 
many more.

The aromatic wealth of  Kashmir is 
equally significant. Plants like Laven-
der, Rosemary, Thyme, Saffron, Lem-
ongrass, and Mint hold immense eco-
nomic value due to their essential oils, 
perfumes, and medicinal applications. 
These crops are in high demand globally 
and can create a new economic revolu-
tion in Kashmir.

The untouched valleys of  Gurez, 
Tulail, Machil, and the dense forests 
of  South Kashmir still hide countless 
medicinal plants waiting to be discov-
ered. In my book, Ethnobotanical Flora 
of  Gurez Bandipora, I have document-
ed many such species and their tradi-

tional healing uses, connecting ancient 
wisdom with modern science.

Today, Kashmir’s agriculture is 
largely dependent on apple orchards. 
While apple farming has contributed 
greatly to our economy, it remains vul-
nerable to pests, diseases, and unpre-
dictable climate changes. The overde-
pendence on one crop can be risky for 
the future.

Now it is time to diversify. The cul-
tivation of  medicinal and aromatic 
plants can open a new chapter of  sus-
tainable agriculture in Kashmir. Unlike 
many conventional crops, these plants 
require less water, fewer chemical fer-
tilizers, and minimal pesticides. This 
makes them environmentally friendly 
and suitable for organic farming. Their 
cultivation can bring multiple benefits 
like economic growth through exports 
and herbal industries, employment 
opportunities for youth, conservation 
of  biodiversity, revival of  traditional 

knowledge, reduction in chemical pollu-
tion and improvement in public health.

At a time when the world is shift-
ing towards herbal medicine, organic 
living, and natural products, Kashmir 
has the opportunity to become a global 
hub for medicinal and aromatic plants. 
The future of  Kashmir does not only lie 
in its apples, tourism, or handicrafts, it 
also lies hidden in its herbs, roots, flow-
ers, and forests. The hidden healers of  
our land are calling us back. We must 
protect them, study them, and cultivate 
them—not only for economic prosperity 
but for the restoration of  our environ-
ment, health, and heritage.

If  we truly wish to preserve the 
paradise that Kashmir is, then we must 
return to the wisdom of  nature. Because 
sometimes, the cure for our future is 
already growing beneath our feet.

The author can be mailed at 
tawheed.biotech12@gmail.com

CRISIS OF CREDIBILITY

Journalism Between Truth And Attention
TAWHEED SHEIKH

J
ournalism has tradi-
tionally been regarded 
as the fourth pillar of  
democracy. Alongside 
the legislature, exec-

utive and judiciary, the press 
serves as an essential insti-
tution that informs citizens, 
exposes wrongdoing and holds 
those in power accountable. At 
its best journalism is a public 
service built on facts, verifi-
cation, balance and integrity. 
Yet in recent years, a growing 
number of  people have begun 
questioning whether modern 
journalism is fulfilling that role 
or drifting away from it.

The rise of  smartphone jour-
nalism, social media platforms 
and the relentless competition 
for attention has fundamentally 
changed the media landscape. 
News no longer waits for the eve-
ning bulletin or the next morn-
ing's newspaper. Information 
spreads instantly, often without 
verification. In this environ-
ment, being first has become 
more valuable than being accu-
rate. As a result, many media 
organisations and online com-
mentators appear increasingly 
willing to sacrifice caution for 
speed and sensationalism.

A journalist's responsibility 
is to report facts, provide con-
text and present verified infor-
mation to the public. However, 
many contemporary media per-
sonalities have expanded their 
role far beyond reporting. They 
investigate, interpret, prosecute, 
judge and sometimes even pro-
nounce a social sentence before 
any official inquiry has reached 
a conclusion. Through dramatic 
headlines, emotionally charged 
debates and one-sided narra-
tives, individuals are often por-
trayed as guilty long before the 
legal system has examined the 
evidence.

This phenomenon, common-
ly referred to as a "media trial", 
poses a serious challenge to the 
principles of  justice. In any 
democratic society, the pre-

sumption of  innocence is a cor-
nerstone of  the legal system. 
Every citizen has the right 
to a fair investigation and an 
impartial hearing before being 
judged. When media organisa-
tions effectively conduct public 
trials, they risk undermining 
this principle and influencing 
public opinion in ways that 
may be impossible to reverse.

History has repeatedly dem-
onstrated that public percep-
tion can be more enduring than 
legal verdicts. Even when indi-
viduals are ultimately cleared 
of  allegations, reputational 
damage inflicted by relentless 
media scrutiny often remains. 
Careers can collapse, families 
can suffer social stigma and 
years of  hard-earned cred-
ibility can disappear almost 
overnight. In many instances, 
corrections and retractions 
receive only a fraction of  the 
attention given to the original 
accusations.

The problem is further 
amplified by social media 
algorithms. Digital platforms 
reward content that generates 
strong emotional reactions—
anger, outrage, fear, or shock. 
Nuanced reporting rarely 
becomes viral, while sensation-
al claims spread with remark-
able speed. Consequently, jour-
nalists and content creators 
face growing pressure to pro-
duce emotionally charged nar-
ratives rather than carefully 
researched reporting. The dis-
tinction between journalism, 
entertainment and activism 
becomes increasingly blurred.

Another significant devel-
opment is the rise of  citizen 
journalism and self-proclaimed 
media experts. While the 
democratisation of  informa-
tion has expanded public par-
ticipation in public discourse, 
it has also created an envi-
ronment where opinions are 
frequently presented as facts. 
Many individuals operate with-
out editorial oversight, ethical 
standards, or professional 
training. Although some con-

tribute meaningfully to public 
understanding, others fuel 
misinformation, rumour, and 
character assassination.

Television journalism has 
likewise undergone a profound 
transformation. Prime-time 
debates often resemble theat-
rical courtroom proceedings 
more than genuine efforts to 
inform the public. Anchors fre-
quently dominate discussions, 
interrupt opposing viewpoints, 
and present personal interpre-
tations as definitive conclu-
sions. The objective shifts from 
fostering understanding to gen-
erating engagement, ratings, 
and advertising revenue.

The consequences extend 
beyond individual cases. Con-
stant exposure to sensational 
and emotionally charged news 
can have a profound effect on 
public mental well-being. Citi-
zens increasingly find them-
selves trapped in a cycle of  
outrage, controversy and anxi-
ety. Rather than cultivating an 
informed public, such reporting 
often contributes to exhaustion, 
cynicism and distrust.

Furthermore, sensational 
journalism can deepen social 
polarisation. Complex issues 
are frequently reduced to sim-
plistic narratives of  heroes and 
villains, leaving little room for 
nuance or thoughtful debate. 
Citizens retreat into ideological 
echo chambers, trusting only 
information that confirms their 
existing beliefs. Journalism, 
which should ideally serve as a 
bridge between competing per-

spectives, instead risks becom-
ing an accelerant of  division.

Underlying many of  these 
developments is the economic 
reality of  modern media. The 
digital attention economy 
rewards visibility, engage-
ment and immediacy. Clicks, 
views and shares have become 
critical measures of  success. 
In such an environment, con-
troversy is profitable. Outrage 
drives traffic, traffic drives rev-
enue, and revenue becomes the 
dominant incentive. Unfortu-
nately, truth, complexity and 
careful analysis often struggle 
to compete within this system.

Yet acknowledging these 
challenges does not require 
abandoning faith in journalism 
itself. Across the world, dedicat-
ed reporters continue to uncover 
corruption, expose abuses of  
power and bring important sto-
ries to public attention. Inves-
tigative journalism remains 
one of  democracy's most valu-
able safeguards. The profession 
continues to produce work of  
immense public value, often 
under difficult and dangerous 
circumstances.

The challenge therefore is 
not to weaken journalism but 
to strengthen its ethical foun-
dations. Media organisations 
must recommit themselves 
to accuracy, fairness, trans-
parency and accountability. 
Reports should clearly distin-
guish between verified facts, 
analysis and opinion. Correc-
tions should be given promi-
nence rather than buried in 

obscurity. Most importantly, 
journalists must resist the 
temptation to become judges 
and instead remain faithful to 
their primary responsibility: 
informing the public.

Governments and regulato-
ry institutions also have a role 
to play. They should encour-
age professional standards and 
transparency while safeguard-
ing freedom of  expression. 
Efforts to address irresponsible 
journalism must never become 
instruments of  censorship. A 
free press remains indispens-
able to democratic life, even 
when it falls short of  its ideals.

Citizens, too, bear responsi-
bility. Media literacy has become 
an essential civic skill in the digi-
tal age. Audiences must learn to 
evaluate sources critically, seek 
multiple perspectives, and resist 
the impulse to share unveri-
fied information. An informed 
public is the strongest defence 
against misinformation and 
manipulation.

Ultimately, democracy 
depends on informed citizens, 
and informed citizens depend on 
trustworthy journalism. When 
journalism abandons facts for 
spectacle, society suffers. When 
it prioritises outrage over truth, 
public trust erodes. And when it 
assumes the roles of  investiga-
tor, prosecutor, judge and jury, 
it risks becoming part of  the 
problem rather than part of  the 
solution.

The future of  journalism 
will be shaped not only by 
technological change but also 
by the choices made by journal-
ists, media institutions, policy-
makers and citizens. If  journal-
ism is to regain and preserve 
public trust, it must reaffirm 
its fundamental purpose: the 
disciplined pursuit of  truth in 
service of  the public interest. 
In an age saturated with infor-
mation, credibility remains 
journalism's most valuable 
asset and its most fragile one.

The author can be mailed at 
towheedsheikh7@gmail.com
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Who Is The City For: Vehicles Or Citizens?
DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

I
ndia's cities are growing rapidly. 
From metropolises to medium 
and small towns, the pace of  
urbanization is unprecedented. 
Millions of  people are migrat-

ing to cities every year in search of  
economic growth, employment oppor-
tunities, and better amenities. But 
amid this rapid urban expansion, a 
fundamental question often remains 
neglected, are our cities walkable for 
their citizens? Are roads only for vehi-
cles or for humans as well?

Recently, the judiciary has made 
significant observations, establish-
ing the right to walk on safe footpaths 
as a fundamental right, linking it to 
the right to life and dignity under 
Article 21 of  the Constitution. This 
is a welcome constitutional boost, as 
it attempts to view urban infrastruc-
ture for the first time not just from 
the perspective of  construction and 
transportation, but in the context of  
civil rights and human dignity. But the 
question is, will judicial declarations 
or legal recognition alone truly make 
Indian cities pedestrian-friendly? The 
answer is negative. Real change will 
come when urban planning approach-
es shift from a vehicle-centric model to 
a human-centric model, and walking is 
accepted as a respectable and primary 
mode of  transportation in society.

Walking is not a limited activity 
in India. According to various gov-
ernment and independent studies, a 
large number of  daily journeys in the 
country are made entirely or partially 
on foot. The poor, laborers, students, 
women, the elderly, and citizens with 
disabilities travel the most on foot. 
Despite this, pedestrians receive the 
lowest priority in urban planning. In 
most cities, sidewalks either do not 
exist or are so narrow, broken, and 
encroached that they are difficult to 
use. In many places, sidewalks are con-
verted into parking lots, extensions of  
shops, carts, or storage for construc-
tion materials.

The most tragic consequence of  this 
situation is road accidents. India ranks 
among the world's leading countries 
in road accident deaths. Pedestrians 
account for a significant number of  
these accidents. Thousands of  people 
lose their lives each year due to road 
crossing difficulties, the lack of  side-
walks, and high-speed vehicles. This 
is not just a transportation crisis, but 
also a question of  public health, social 
justice, and human rights.

Article 21 of  the Constitution guar-
antees every person the right to a dig-
nified life. Over time, the judiciary has 
expanded its interpretation to include 

rights such as a clean environment, 
education, health, and housing. The 
right to safe pedestrian paths is an 
extension of  this progressive constitu-
tional approach. When a citizen cannot 
safely travel from their home to school, 
office, hospital, or market, their right 
to life and liberty remains incomplete. 
Therefore, footpaths are not just struc-
tures of  cement and concrete, but sym-
bols of  civil liberty and equality.

Yet, merely declaring rights is not 
enough. Despite the legal recognition 
of  many rights in India, serious chal-
lenges remain in their implementa-
tion. The right to education, the right 
to a clean environment, and the right 
to food are examples of  this. Similarly, 
administrative will, financial invest-
ment, and institutional reforms will 
be necessary to implement the right 
to a footpath.

The biggest problem with Indian 
urban governance is its vehicle-cen-
tric approach. The post-independence 
development model considered wide 
roads, flyovers, and expressways as 
symbols of  modernity. The success of  
cities was measured by vehicle speeds 
and road capacity. As a result, pedes-
trians, cyclists, and public transport 
users were marginalized. The objec-
tive of  urban planning became smooth 
vehicular movement rather than 
public convenience.

This approach also contradicts the 
principles of  social justice. Private car 
users in India are relatively low, while 
most citizens rely on public transport, 
bicycles, or walking. Despite this, a 
significant portion of  public funds 
is spent on projects that primarily 
benefit vehicle owners. This increas-
es inequality in the distribution of  

resources and impacts the mobility of  
poorer sections.

The condition of  sidewalks is also 
gender-critical. Women, especially 
working women and students, rely 
heavily on safe and well-lit pedestrian 
pathways. Poor sidewalks, inadequate 
lighting, and unsafe public spaces limit 
their mobility. Similarly, barrier-free 
sidewalks are essential for the elderly 
and the disabled. If  urban infrastruc-
ture is not designed with the needs of  
these groups in mind, cities cannot be 
considered inclusive.

The concept of  human-centered 
urban planning becomes important 
in this context. Its fundamental prin-
ciple is that cities should be designed 
for people, not vehicles. Streets are not 
just transportation corridors, but also 
social and public spaces. Sidewalks, 
cycle tracks, green spaces, public 
transportation, and universal acces-
sibility are key elements of  this model.

Many cities around the world have 
achieved remarkable success in this 
direction. By prioritizing pedestrians 
and public transportation, several cities 
in Europe and Latin America have 
achieved reductions in road accidents, 
control of  air pollution, and improve-
ments in the quality of  life for citizens. 
These experiences demonstrate that 
safe and walkable cities are not merely 
a matter of  traffic management, but a 
holistic urban development strategy.

India has also seen some positive 
initiatives. Some cities have attempt-
ed to adopt the concept of  "Complete 
Streets," which makes roads safe for 
all users. The Smart Cities Mission has 
also led to efforts to develop sidewalks 
and revitalize public spaces in several 
locations. However, the impact of  these 

initiatives remains limited and has not 
led to widespread structural change.

There are several reasons behind this 
situation. First, the financial and admin-
istrative capacity of urban local bodies is 
limited. Most municipal bodies struggle 
with resource constraints. Second, there 
is a lack of  coordination between vari-
ous agencies. Agencies responsible for 
road construction, traffic management, 
drainage, electricity, and telecommuni-
cations perform tasks separately, lead-
ing to frequent digging up of  pavements 
and compromising their quality. Third, 
there is a lack of  citizen participation. 
Plans are often developed using a top-
down approach, failing to adequately 
address the needs of  local communities.

Relying solely on legal measures 
will not be enough to achieve the suc-
cess of  the right to sidewalks. Courts 

can declare a right and issue direc-
tives to governments, but social and 
administrative change is necessary 
to transform the character of  cities. 
This change must first be reflected in 
policymaking. Pedestrians should be 
prioritized in urban transportation 
policies. Sidewalks, safe crossings, and 
disabled-friendly facilities should be 
mandated in every road project.

Second, budget allocations need to 
change. If  most municipal resources 
continue to be spent on flyovers and 
road widening, pedestrian amenities 
will never become a priority. A certain 
portion of  public investment should be 

reserved for non-motorized transport.
Third, urban culture must change. In 

Indian society, personal vehicles, espe-
cially cars, are considered a symbol of  
social prestige. In contrast, walking is 
often considered a necessity. Until this 
mindset changes, pedestrians will not 
receive the respect they deserve in policy 
and practice. Cities must promote the idea 
that walking is not just a means for the 
poor, but part of a healthy, sustainable, 
and environmentally friendly lifestyle.

Fourth, technology and data must be 
better utilized. Identifying accident-prone 
areas, assessing pedestrian traffic, and 
regularly monitoring infrastructure can 
lead to more effective planning. The con-
cept of smart cities will only be meaning-
ful if technology is used to enhance the 
safety and convenience of citizens.

Fifth, it is essential to ensure account-
ability. If  a road project fails to build 
standard pavements or fails to maintain 
them after construction, the relevant 
agencies should be held accountable. 
Transparency in urban governance and 
social audits can help in this direction.

However, this approach has some 
limitations. In India's densely popu-
lated cities, dominated by the informal 
economy, sidewalks aren't just used 
by pedestrians. Street vendors, small 
traders, and unorganized workers also 
earn their livelihoods on these spaces. 
Therefore, the process of  making 
sidewalks encroachment-free must be 
implemented with a humane and bal-
anced approach. Eviction alone can 
lead to social conflict. The solution is to 
ensure adequate space for both liveli-
hoods and mobility in urban planning.

Ultimately, the right to walk on 
safe sidewalks is a crucial step in the 
development of  Indian democracy. 
This right reminds us that the true 
purpose of  cities is to improve the 
lives of  citizens, not merely to speed up 
vehicles. But the success of  this right 
will depend more than court orders 
on whether India can make its urban 
development model human-centric. 
If  urban governments plan with the 
needs of  pedestrians, women, chil-
dren, the elderly, and the disabled at 
the center, cities can become safer, 
inclusive, and sustainable.

Therefore, declaring safe sidewalks 
a fundamental right is an important 
beginning, but it is not the destination. 
The real goal should be to create cities 
where every citizen can walk with dig-
nity, without fear, obstruction, or inse-
curity. This is the essence of  human-
centered urbanism, and it should also 
be the hallmark of  India's future cities.

(Dr. Priyanka Saurabh, PhD 
(Political Science), is a poet and 

social thinker.)

Silent Aging Crisis

Why Modern Life Is Making Us Old Before Our Time
DR AFTAB JAN

A
ging today is no longer 
just a biological pro-
cess, it is being acceler-
ated by lifestyle, and if  
you observe the present 

generation closely, you will see that 
decline has started much earlier than 
before, not always visible in wrinkles, 
but clearly visible in weak posture, 
low energy, poor attention span, dis-
turbed sleep, and emotional insta-
bility.

This shift is not accidental, it is 
the direct result of  a life that is con-
stantly overstimulated but internal-
ly disconnected, where the body is 
inactive but the mind is overworked, 
where people sit for hours looking at 
screens but rarely sit in silence with 
themselves.

This imbalance is creating a gen-
eration that is aging faster from the 
inside, because continuous exposure 
to stress, artificial light, social com-
parison, and digital noise is keeping 
the nervous system in a constant 
state of  alert, increasing cortisol 
levels, disrupting hormonal balance, 
and weakening the body’s natural 
repair mechanisms.

Over time this leads to early 
fatigue, anxiety, poor immunity, and 
chronic disorders that were once 
associated with much older age, and 
this is where yoga stands in sharp 
contrast, not as a trend, but as a 
correction to this entire pattern of  
living.

Because yoga does not just add 
activity, it removes excess, it reduces 
the overload that modern life imposes 
on the mind and body, and it trains 
a person to slow down deliberately, 
to breathe consciously, and to move 
with awareness, and this alone begins 
to reverse many of  the silent dam-
ages that are building inside young 
individuals today.

If  you compare daily routines, the 
difference becomes even more clear, 
a typical young person today wakes 
up and immediately checks their 
phone, flooding the brain with infor-
mation before it has even stabilized, 
spends most of  the day sitting, con-
sumes food without awareness, often 
processed and irregular, and ends the 
day again with screens, which sup-
press melatonin and delay sleep.

This cycle repeats daily, gradu-
ally damaging circadian rhythm, 
digestion, and mental clarity, while 
yoga introduces a completely differ-
ent rhythm, it begins the day with 
stillness instead of  stimulation, with 
breath instead of  noise, and this 
simple shift has measurable effects, 
morning yoga and pranayama regu-
late cortisol levels, improve oxygen 
delivery, and set a stable tone for the 
nervous system.

When practiced consistently, 
it restores natural sleep cycles, 
improves digestion, and enhances 
focus, because the body begins to 
function in alignment with its bio-
logical design rather than against it, 
and this alignment is the foundation 
of  healthy aging, something the cur-
rent generation is losing due to con-
stant disruption of  natural patterns.

The mental state of  today’s gen-
eration also reflects this imbalance, 
there is increased restlessness, com-
parison, and dissatisfaction, largely 
driven by social media where people 
measure their worth against unre-
alistic standards, and this creates a 
constant sense of  inadequacy, which 
turns into chronic stress and emo-
tional exhaustion.

Over time this affects brain struc-
ture and function, reducing atten-
tion span, memory strength, and 
emotional control, and this is why 
even young individuals today report 
burnout, something that was rare in 
earlier generations, and yoga directly 

addresses this by training attention 
and awareness.

When you hold a posture, focus on 
breath, or sit in meditation, you are 
strengthening neural pathways relat-
ed to concentration and emotional 
regulation, and research shows that 
such practices increase grey matter 
in key areas of  the brain, improving 
memory and reducing anxiety.

This is not temporary relief, it is 
structural improvement, which is 
why yoga practitioners often main-
tain mental clarity even in older age, 
while many in the current generation 
struggle with distraction and mental 
fatigue even in their youth.

Emotionally, the gap is equally 
deep, modern life encourages reac-
tion, quick responses, constant 
expression, but very little reflection, 
and this leads to accumulated emo-
tional tension, unresolved anger, and 
persistent dissatisfaction, which qui-
etly impact physical health through 
increased inflammation and weak-
ened immunity.

While yoga introduces pause, it 
creates a space between stimulus and 
response, where a person observes 
rather than reacts, and this small 
shift has powerful consequences.

It reduces impulsive behavior, 
improves relationships, and builds 
emotional resilience, and over years 
this resilience protects against the 
emotional wear and tear that often 
defines aging, because a calm mind 
places less stress on the body, and a 
stable emotional state supports long 
term health.

Physically, the difference becomes 
visible over time, today’s generation, 
despite having access to gyms and fit-
ness information, often suffers from 
stiffness, back pain, and poor mobil-
ity due to prolonged sitting and lack 
of  functional movement, while yoga 
focuses on flexibility, balance, and 
joint health, areas that are critical for 
aging well, because muscle strength 
alone does not prevent decline, mobil-
ity and stability do.

Simple Aasanas practiced regular-

ly maintain spinal health, improve 
circulation, and prevent degenera-
tion, allowing a person to remain 
active and independent even in later 
years, and this is a key marker of  
healthy aging that many modern fit-
ness routines fail to address.

What makes this comparison more 
serious is that the current generation 
is not lacking knowledge, it is lack-
ing discipline and direction, people 
know what is healthy, but they are 
trapped in patterns that are conve-
nient but damaging, and yoga breaks 
this cycle by demanding consistency 
over intensity, awareness over speed, 
and inward focus over external vali-
dation, and this is why it remains 
sustainable, it does not depend on 
motivation alone, it builds habit, and 
habit is what shapes long term health 
outcomes.

Yoga, as an ancient Indian system, 
offers something that modern life has 
taken away, internal balance, and this 
balance is not achieved through occa-
sional effort, it is built daily, through 
small, consistent practices that align 
body, mind, and emotions, and when 
this alignment is maintained, aging 
changes its meaning.

It is no longer a process of  decline, 
but a process of  stability and refine-
ment, where the body remains func-
tional, the mind remains clear, and 
emotions remain steady, and in a 
time where the present generation is 
moving faster but weakening internal-
ly, yoga provides a path that is slower 
but far more effective, because it works 
at the root, correcting the very pat-
terns that are accelerating aging today.

This is why its relevance is not 
decreasing, it is increasing, as more 
people begin to realize that without 
inner balance, no amount of  external 
progress can protect long term health.

The author can be mailed at 
jaanaftaab5@gmail.com

But the question 
is, will judicial 
declarations or 

legal recognition alone 
truly make Indian cities 
pedestrian-friendly? 
The answer is negative. 
Real change will come 
when urban planning 
approaches shift from a 
vehicle-centric model to 
a human-centric model, 
and walking is accepted 
as a respectable and pri-
mary mode of  transpor-
tation in society.
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CM Omar Reviews
adherence to timelines and avoid unneces-

sary delays.
The Chief  Minister also reviewed the imple-

mentation strategy for PMGSY-IV and directed 
the concerned authorities to expedite preparato-
ry processes so that sanctioned works are taken 
up in a time-bound manner. He underscored 
the importance of  extending reliable road con-
nectivity to eligible rural habitations, especially 
those located in remote and border areas.

During the meeting, the officers presented an 
overview of  the progress achieved under differ-
ent phases of  PMGSY and outlined the action 
plan for completion of  the remaining works. 
The Chief  Minister directed that all pending 
issues requiring inter-departmental coordina-
tion be addressed on priority to facilitate seam-
less execution of  the programme.

Panchayats Must Emerge
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand to 

study the grassroots service delivery models of  
Jammu Kashmir including BEAMS-EMPOWER-
MENT, Aapki Zameen-Aapki Nigrani and “Your 
Mobile -Our Office” which had transformed 
service delivery and program implementation 
in villages. He highlighted the Government of  
India report which had observed that between 
2016 and 2018 Jammu Kashmir recorded 20 mil-
lion digital transactions over three years. In 
contrast, in the first six months of  2023 alone 
there were 50 Crore digital transactions - far 
exceeding many large states such as Maharash-
tra, Tamil Nadu, Punjab, Odisha, Karnataka, 
and Kerala.

“More than 15,000 CSC (Common Service 
Centre) outlets are operational in Jammu Kash-
mir today. Of  the 4,290 panchayats, 4,211 are con-
nected to this network, representing an impres-
sive 98.16 percent coverage. The remaining 79 
panchayats are in very remote and border areas 
where connectivity remains a challenge.

We must also strengthen a culture of  knowl-
edge exchange. It is essential to share success-
ful models, best practices, and innovations from 
each state and Union Territory so that service 
delivery at the last mile becomes more effective. I 
believe events like this will foster mutual learning 
and cooperation. A successful panchayat model 
in Haryana can inspire a panchayat in Karna-
taka. Similarly, an innovative initiative from 
Jammu Kashmir can open new possibilities in 
Jharkhand,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor said that the region-
al conference on service delivery is a reflection 
of  three core traits of  India- unity in diversity, 
strength through cooperation, and prosperity 
through service.

“I am confident these qualities together will build 
local governance rooted in collaboration, partici-
pation, and a spirit of  change. Our objective must 
be clear: to develop panchayats where every citi-
zen can access services digitally, grievances are 
resolved quickly, decisions are taken collectively, 
and accountability is systemic. We must remember 
that the panchayat of  the future will not be merely 
an administrative unit. They will be a dynamic 
centre of  innovation, equal opportunity, sustainable 
development, and public trust,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor shared key recom-
mendations with the participants to implement 
in their respective states. The focus remains on 
strengthening grassroots service delivery and 
driving innovation across the nation.

“My first recommendation is to establish a “Vil-
lage Innovation Lab” in every panchayat. Local 
youth, Krishi Vigyan Kendras, and social organ-
isations can collaborate there on low-cost solar 
solutions, new irrigation techniques, and other 
local innovations. My second recommendation is 
to run modern capacity-building programmes in 
every panchayat so leaders grow confident and 
capable of  building self-reliant, progressive villag-
es. My third recommendation is to institutionalise 
participatory budgeting in every panchayat- an 
initiative we had launched in Jammu Kashmir in 
2021. When citizens decide how part of  the pan-
chayat fund is spent, governance becomes a pow-
erful means of  citizen participation.

My fourth recommendation is to mainstream 
sustainable development models like Green 
Jammu Kashmir, Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam, Ek Ped 
Beti Ke Naam, across panchayats nationwide. 
My fifth recommendation is to put women in 
leadership roles across all schemes. In Jammu 
Kashmir we prioritised women’s leadership 
in campaigns against substance abuse and in 
ensuring access to clean drinking water, dairy, 
health, education, and social equity,” the Lieu-
tenant Governor said.

As part of  the workshop, Panditpora Gram 
Panchayat from Kupwara and Shri Syed Waris 
Hafiz, a dedicated CSC Village Level Entrepre-
neur from Budgam, J&K UT, along with out-
standing Gram Panchayats and Common Ser-
vice Centres (CSCs) from participating states 
were recognized and felicitated.

The workshop, held in collaboration with 
the Common Services Centre Special Purpose 
Vehicle (CSC-SPV), Ministry of  Electronics 
and Information Technology and Department 
of  Rural Development and Panchayati Raj, 
J&K, forms part of  a sustained series of  initia-
tives undertaken by the Ministry to facilitate 
improved service delivery and strengthen Ease 
of  Living in Grameen Bharat through empow-
ered, accountable, and responsive Panchayati 
Raj Institutions and Rural Local Bodies.

Representatives from civil society organisa-
tions, academic and research institutions, and 
organisations working in rural technology and 
digital public infrastructure also participated, 
contributing diverse perspectives on last-mile 

governance and service delivery.
Deliberations focused on strengthening 

Panchayat-led service delivery through digital 
transformation, citizen participation, innova-
tion, and improved accessibility of  public ser-
vices at the grassroots. Panel discussions, tech-
nical sessions, and experience-sharing sessions 
provided a structured platform for inter-State 
knowledge exchange and the dissemination of  
scalable governance models.

Shri Javid Ahmad Dar, Minister for Rural 
Development & Panchayati Raj, J&K; Shri Vivek 
Bharadwaj, Secretary, Ministry of  Panchayati 
Raj; Shri Saurabh Bhagat, Commissioner Sec-
retary, Information Technology, J&K; Ms. Palka 
Sahni, Joint Secretary, MoPR; Shri Pravin Chan-
dekar, Chief  Operating Officer, Common Service 
Centres; Ms. Rehana Batul, Director General, 
J&K IMPARD; Shri Mohammad Aijaz Asad, 
Secretary, Rural Development and Panchayati 
Raj, J&K; Shri Rajiv Omprakashn, DIG CKR; 
Dr. GV Sundeep Chakravarthy, SSP Srinagar; 
Shri Akshay Labroo, Deputy Commissioner Sri-
nagar; Ms Anoo Malhotra, DG Rural Sanitation 
J&K; Panchayat functionaries, elected represen-
tatives, Village Level Entrepreneurs (VLEs), and 
senior officials attended the inaugural session.

LG Reviews
Bhandari, Principal Secretary to Lieutenant 

Governor and CEO Shri Amarnathji Shrine 
Board, Administrative Secretaries, IGPs, Divi-
sional Commissioners, Municipal Commission-
ers and other senior officers.

The Lieutenant Governor directed the senior 
officials to ensure seamless security, traffic 
management, law and order and availability of  
public amenities.

He stressed the need for close coordination 
among all stakeholder departments to ensure 
timely and effective delivery of  services.

Reviewing essential services, the Lieutenant 
Governor directed for uninterrupted power and 
potable water supply, adequate sanitation and 
medical facilities, availability of  ambulances 
and fire and emergency response teams at pro-
cession routes.

He directed the senior officials to remain 
accessible on the ground for real time monitor-
ing and quick redressal of  public grievances.

"All arrangements should be made with 
utmost sensitivity and efficiency. Senior Offi-
cers must remain available on the ground and 
maintain constant monitoring to ensure prompt 
response to any situation," the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor said.

Divisional Commissioner, Kashmir, Shri 
Anshul Garg apprised the meeting of  the arrange-
ments in place by various departments for the 
smooth and peaceful observance of  Muharram.

The Lieutenant Governor also directed the 
IGP Traffic to enforce a comprehensive traffic 
management plan for Muharram and the Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra to ensure smooth movement 
of  processions, Yatris and the general public.

The IGP Traffic was directed to conduct meet-
ings with field officers and strengthen coordina-
tion with all stakeholder agencies for effective 
implementation of  the traffic management plan.

The Lieutenant Governor also directed offi-
cials to raise awareness about traffic SOPs and 
cut-off  timings, while increasing the number of  
RFID card counters to better facilitate devotees 
of  Baba Barfani.

Parliamentary Standing
years. He highlighted the significant improve-

ment in the overall security environment and 
the renewed optimism among the people.

The Lieutenant Governor emphasized that 
Jammu Kashmir has undergone a remarkable 
transformation after August 2019, where normal 
life flows uninterrupted across the Union Terri-
tory, aspirations are soaring, and the dreams of  
its people are being realized.

The Lieutenant Governor also spoke about 
various infrastructure and development proj-
ects being implemented across Union Territory, 
which are contributing to economic growth and 
improving the quality of  life of  the people of  
Jammu Kashmir.

Ensure Peaceful
routes and other sensitive areas.
He asked officers to revisit and further 

strengthen security arrangements on the Jam-
mu-Srinagar National Highway and railway 
infrastructure.

The DGP stressed strict adherence to standard 
operating procedures (SOPs) and ordered daily 
briefings for deploying personnel to maintain 
operational readiness and situational awareness.

He also instructed officers to conduct aware-
ness campaigns for pilgrims at camps and tran-
sit points by displaying banners and posters 
highlighting SOPs and important dos and don'ts.

"There is no room for complacency or errors 
in the security grid," DGP Prabhat told officers, 
while calling for the highest standards of  vigi-
lance, professionalism and preparedness.

Emphasising coordination among various 
agencies, he directed security and intelligence 
units to ensure timely sharing of  information 
and work in close synergy on the ground.

The DGP asked security forces to intensify 
operations against terrorists and their associ-
ates and increase cordon-and-search operations, 
particularly around yatra routes, the national 
highway, railway stations and other critical 
installations.

He also directed officers to maintain strict 

surveillance over social media platforms and 
ensure prompt action against misinformation 
and rumours that could create panic among the 
public or pilgrims.

The DGP further reviewed security and 
administrative arrangements for the upcom-
ing Muharram observances and instructed offi-
cers to maintain robust security measures while 
coordinating closely with local Shia organisa-
tions to ensure peaceful processions.

He also ordered the preparation of  compre-
hensive traffic management plans and directed 
that procession routes be publicised in advance 
to minimise inconvenience to the public.

Earlier, security forces conducted a mock drill 
along the Jammu-Srinagar National Highway 
in Ramban district to test emergency response 
mechanisms and coordination among agencies 
ahead of  the yatra.

In Jammu, the National Security Guard (NSG) 
carried out a hostage-rescue simulation exercise 
at the Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas base camp 
as part of  security preparedness measures. The 
joint drill involved multiple security agencies 
and was aimed at assessing response capabili-
ties in the event of  a terror-related contingency.

Meanwhile, Inspector General of  Police 
(IGP), Jammu, Bhim Sen Tuti, along with senior 
officers, reviewed security and preparedness 
arrangements at the Bhagwati Nagar base camp.

Officials said the review focused on surveil-
lance, access control, traffic regulation, inter-
agency coordination and other measures aimed 
at ensuring a safe and smooth pilgrimage.

Meanwhile, security forces intensified pre-
ventive operations in South Kashmir's Kulgam 
district. Police said extensive searches were 
conducted in higher reaches, forest areas, 
orchards and nurseries across the district as 
part of  heightened security measures for the 
pilgrimage.

Several suspected overground workers 
(OGWs) were rounded up for questioning during 
the operations, which, officials said, were aimed 
at maintaining a secure environment and pre-
venting any attempt to disrupt peace during the 
annual yatra—(KNO)

Srinagar Decked Up
liaison with Muharram committees, religious 

organisations, community representatives and 
volunteers to facilitate the smooth conduct of  
processions and religious gatherings.

The District Magistrate Srinagar has also 
granted permission to the Yaadgari Hussaini 
Committee, Guru Bazar, for taking out the tra-
ditional 8th Muharram procession on June 24 
(tomorrow).

As per the permission order accessed, the 
procession will commence from Guru Bazar at 
6:00 am and proceed through Budshah Kadal 
and M.A. Road towards Dalgate. “The tail of  the 
procession is expected to cross Jehangir Chowk 
at 7:00 am and reach J&K Bank Headquarters on 
M.A. Road at around 8:30 am,” it reads.

The administration has imposed several 
conditions for the procession. Only one side 
of  M.A. Road will be used by mourners while 
the other carriageway will remain available for 
emergency service vehicles. Organisers have 
been directed to ensure that the procession con-
cludes within the prescribed time frame and 
that participants adhere strictly to approved 
programmes and routes.

The order also prohibits anti-national or anti-
administration speeches, provocative sloganeer-
ing and any activity that could affect communal 
harmony or disturb public order. Display of  
photographs of  terrorists, symbols or flags of  
banned organisations has been strictly barred. 
Organisers have also been asked to ensure full 
cooperation with police and security agencies, 
prevent damage to public property and make 
available first-aid facilities in coordination with 
concerned departments.

The use of  drones during the procession has 
been completely prohibited, while the use of  
loudspeakers and sound systems will be regu-
lated in accordance with the prescribed rules.

Srinagar Traffic Police has issued a detailed 
advisory announcing restrictions and diver-
sions on major roads leading to and around the 
procession route from 5:00 am till the culmina-
tion of  the event.

According to the advisory, traffic movement 
from Karan Nagar towards Jehangir Chowk via 
Shaheed Gunj and Tankipora will remain sus-
pended from 5:00 am to 8:00 am. Similarly, traffic 
movement on the Jehangir Chowk-M.A. Road-
Dalgate-Badyari stretch will remain restricted 
during the procession.

Traffic coming from Batamaloo, Secretariat, 
and Rambagh towards M.A. Road will be divert-
ed via Hari Singh High Street and Residency 
Road. Vehicles from Rainawari and Nowpora 
will be diverted at Mamta Hotel towards SRTC 
Bridge, Barbarshah, Kralkhud, Habba Kadal 
and Karan Nagar.

Traffic from Khanyar and Ikhwan Chowk will 
be diverted at SRTC Bridge towards Barbarshah, 
Kralkhud, Habba Kadal and Karan Nagar, while 
motorists from Nishat, Shalimar and adjoining 
areas have been advised to use Boulevard Road, 
Gupkar Road, Radio Kashmir Road and Abdul-
lah Bridge for onward travel.

Vehicles coming from Pantha Chowk and 
Sonwar will be diverted at Radio Kashmir towards 
Residency Road and Abdullah Bridge. Tourists 
and residents in and around Nehru Park have 
been advised to use Gupkar Road, Nishat and 
Foreshore Road during the procession hours.

The Traffic Police has urged commuters to 
avoid unnecessary movement from Karan Nagar 
to Dalgate via M.A. Road on Wednesday to pre-
vent inconvenience and ensure the smooth con-

duct of  the religious event.
For the convenience of  mourners, designated 

parking facilities have been arranged at S.P. 
College Ground, Gindun Park, Batamaloo Bus 
Stand and Coloured Park.

Authorities have also established vehicle 
cut-off  points at Jehangir Chowk, Gaw Kadal, 
Mamta Crossing, Aziz Bridge and Ikhwan 
Chowk, beyond which no vehicular movement 
will be permitted during the procession.

The administration has appealed to mourners 
and the general public to strictly follow the advi-
sories and guidelines issued by district authori-
ties and police, adhere to prescribed routes 
and timings, observe all safety protocols and 
extend full cooperation to ensure the peaceful 
and smooth observance of  Muharram—(KNO)

Sakeena Itoo Felicitates
highlighted that since formation of  this gov-

ernment, Education department has been given 
much focus and continuous measures are being 
taken to improve the quality of  education in 
public educational institutions of  J&K. “Facili-
ties ate being upgraded in all schools to improve 
learning environment and other outcomes”, she 
stated.

The Minister further said that under the lead-
ership of  Chief  Minister Omar Abdullah educa-
tion sector witnessed tremendous importance in 
the allocation of  Budget.

ighlighting the importance of  education for 
society, the Minister said that in our religion it 
is said that ‘even if  you have to go to China to get 
education, you should not stop, you should go’.

The Minister also called upon all the stake-
holders to consider it responsibility for making 
the education sector nest among all sectors, so 
that the children of  Jammu and Kashmir can get 
the best quality education and can easily face all 
the competitions in the future.

The Minister also congratulated all award 
recipients and encouraged them to continue 
contributing positively to society through their 
dedication, innovation and service.

Speaking on the occasion, the organizers 
expressed their gratitude to the Minister for 
unwavering support for educational and social 
initiatives. They reaffirmed their commitment 
to advancing educational excellence, social wel-
fare, and youth empowerment through meaning-
ful programmes and partnerships.

The Minister also presented awards and cer-
tificates to different achievers from diverse 
fields .

Among others, the programme was attended 
by Director School Education Kashmir, promi-
nent academicians, educationists, social activ-
ists, community leaders, representatives from 
various institutions, and a large number of  
students and youth participants. Several indi-
viduals and organizations were honoured for 
their outstanding accomplishments and contri-
butions to society.

New Delhi Slams Pakistan
democratic and human rights norms.
The treaty, signed in 1960 with the World Bank 

as a guarantor, governs the sharing of  waters 
of  the Indus river system between India and 
Pakistan.

Under the arrangement, Pakistan receives 
waters from the western rivers -- the Indus, 
Jhelum and Chenab -- while India has rights 
over the eastern rivers -- Ravi, Beas and Sutlej 
-- along with limited use of  the western rivers 
for domestic, agricultural and hydroelectric 
purposes.

India has repeatedly maintained that terror-
ism and normal bilateral engagement cannot 
go together, and has linked recent measures 
against Pakistan to concerns over cross-border 
terror activities—(KNO)

Cabinet Gives
Weaker Sections (EWS) category.
The reply, sources added, justified the cut in 

RBA on the grounds that Ladakh is no longer 
part of  Jammu & Kashmir and its areas were 
earlier covered under reservation in the RBA 
category.

It has also been reliably learnt that the gov-
ernment justified the RBA cut by noting that 
several areas entitled under it are already cov-
ered under other categories of  reservation.

Sources further said that the government jus-
tified the cut in EWS on the grounds that their 
population in Jammu & Kashmir is smaller com-
pared to other states.

On December 4, 2025, the UT Cabinet headed by 
Chief  Minister Omar Abdullah had approved the 
reservation report prepared by a three-member 
Cabinet sub-committee led by Minister Sakina Itoo.

The Cabinet proposal was forwarded to the 
Lieutenant Governor for approval, who then 
sent it to the Ministry of  Home Affairs for prior 
reference. The MHA returned the proposal, rais-
ing certain queries on it—(KNO)

325 Tablets Being 
required quality standards, and have service 

centers available in both Jammu and Srinagar,” 
the documents state.

The procurement of  tablets is expected to cost 
around Rs 5 crore.

The NeVA is a flagship initiative of  the Gov-
ernment of  India under the Ministry of  Parlia-
mentary Affairs, aimed at making legislative 
assemblies and Parliament paperless—(KNO)
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HEADQUARTERS 9 JKAP IR  BATTALION PARIHASPORA
E-mail: co-irp9@jkpolice.gov.in

Ct. Jugjeet Singh No.842/9 JKAP IR
PID No. ARP-118127
S/o Mashoor Singh  R/o Chatrogam
P/S & Tehsil Tral Distt. Pulwama.

SHOW CAUSE NOTICE
1. Whereas, you was attached with Police Component Zainapora, District Shopian, vide APHQ J&K Order No. 402 of 2016 dated 

24.06.2016.
2. Whereas, on 02.02.2026, a signal was received from In charge Camp, Police Component Zainapora, vide Signal No. SOG/

ZNP/2026/93 dated 02.02.2026, intimating that you had remained absent from duty without authorization. Consequently, you were 
marked absent in the Unit Daily Diary vide DDR No. 24 dated 08.02.2026 retrospectively with effect from 02.02.2026.

3.	 Whereas,	 on	 06.02.2026,	 a	 communication	 was	 received	 from	 the	 Senior	 Superintendent	 of	 Police,	 Pulwama,	 vide	 Office	 Letter	
No. CRB/N-1/2026/1182-84, wherein it was intimated that during naka checking conducted by Police Station Kakapora, a white-
coloured vehicle (Wagonr) bearing Registration No. JK21-7421, coming from Kandizal towards Kakapora, was intercepted. The said 
vehicle was being driven by you and was also occupied by one Balvinder Singh. During the search of the vehicle, a black polythene 
packet tied with a knot was recovered from the dashboard. Upon examination, the packet was found to contain a substance resembling 
Heroin. Consequently, both of you were arrested and FIR No. 10/2026 under Sections 8/22/29 of the NDPS Act was registered 
against you at Police Station Kakapora.

4. Whereas, in view of your involvement and detention in the aforesaid criminal case, you were placed under suspension vide Headquarters 
9th JKAP/IR Battalion Order No. 39 of 2026 dated 07.02.2026. Simultaneously, a departmental enquiry under Rule 359 of the J&K 
Police Manual was initiated against you and entrusted to Shri Mohammad Suleman, DySP (Adjutant), of this Battalion.

5. Whereas, you remained in police as well as judicial custody up to 16.03.2026 and were subsequently released on interim bail 
up to 30.03.2026 by the Court of the Special Judge (NDPS), Pulwama, vide UID No. JK00155, upon furnishing a bail bond of 
?1,00,000/-(Rupees	One	Lakh	only).	The	interim	bail	was	later	converted	into	absolute	bail.

6. Whereas, after your release from judicial custody on 16.03.2026, you were required to report for duty immediately or on the next 
day, i.e., 17.03.2026. However, you failed to do so and remained absent at your own will. You eventually reported back to this Unit on 
25.03.2026 vide DDR No. 12, after remaining absent from duty with effect from 02.02.2026 to 25.03.2026.

7. Whereas, during the period of suspension, you were granted station permission for six (06) days with effect from 06.04.2026 and were 
required to report back on 13.04.2026. However, you failed to report back on the due date and were accordingly marked absent in the 
Daily Diary of the Unit vide DDR Noll dated 13.04.2026

8. Whereas, you resumed duties on 18.05.2026 after remaining absent beyond the sanctioned station permission for a period of (36 )
days.

9. Whereas, during the suspension period, you were again granted station permission for eight (08) days with effect from 09.06.2026 
and were required to report back on 17.06.2026. However, during the said period, you were arrested by Police Station Pulwama in 
connection with case FIR No. 112/2026 dated 10.06.2026 under Sections 8/20/21/29 of the NDPS Act. It was reported that Heroin 
was recovered from your possession and that you are presently under police custody at P/S kakapora.

10. Whereas, being a member of a disciplined police force, your conduct is expected to be exemplary and in strict conformity with the rules, 
regulations, and standards of discipline governing the service.

11. Whereas, your involvement in two separate NDPS-related criminal cases within a short span of time indicates a pattern of conduct 
inconsistent	with	the	duties	and	responsibilities	of	a	police	official	and	has	brought	disrepute	to	the	image	of	the	Police	Department.

12. Whereas, your acts and omissions constitute grave misconduct warranting strict departmental action under the relevant rules and 
regulations.

13. Whereas, despite repeated opportunities, directions, and warnings to improve your conduct and refrain from such activities, you have 
failed to mend your ways and have continued to indulge in acts of misconduct, thereby tarnishing the image and reputation of the 
Organization.

14. Whereas, the conduct exhibited by you, being again arrested in such Criminal case & and prolonged unauthorized absence from duty 
without	any	valid	or	satisfactory	justification,	is	highly	unbecoming	of	a	member	of	a	disciplined	force	and	is	wholly	unacceptable.	

Now, therefore, in view of the facts and circumstances enumerated above, it is proposed to impose upon you the major penalty of removal from 
service.	Before	any	final	decision	is	taken	in	the	matter,	you	are	hereby	called	upon	to	show	cause	as	to	why	you	should	not	be	removed	from	
service for the acts of misconduct attributed to you.
You	are,	therefore,	directed	to	submit	your	written	explanation	to	this	office	within	seven	(07)	days	from	the	date	of	receipt	of	this	notice.
In case no reply is received within the stipulated period, it shall be presumed that you have nothing to state in your defence, and the matter shall 
be decided exparte on the basis of the available records, without any further notice to you.
NO: Estt/9JKAP IR/PF-842/2026/10969-79  (Mubbasher Hussain-JKPS)-SSP 
Dated: 18-06-2026 Commandant,
 9 JKAP IR Bn. Parihaspora.

DIPK-2430-26
DT: 23/06/2026

DIT-kM-3-26
DT: 23/06/2026
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GDC B'pora, Gurez organise awareness 

programmes under NMBA
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Govern-
ment Degree College (GDC) 
Bandipora and GDC Gurez 
on Tuesday organised a 
series of  awareness pro-
grammes under the Nasha 
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan 
(NMBA) aimed at sensi-
tising students about the 
harmful effects of  sub-
stance abuse and promot-
ing a drug-free society.

At GDC Bandipora, the 
NCORD Cell organised 
an interactive session on 
substance abuse and its 
preventive measures with 
NSS students. The ses-
sion was conducted under 
the convenership of  Prof. 
Irfan Ahmad Wagay, who 
highlighted the physical, 
psychological and social 
consequences of  substance 
abuse and stressed the role 
of  youth in combating the 
menace. Various preven-
tive measures, including 
awareness generation, 
counselling, peer support 

and community participa-
tion, were also discussed.

Meanwhile, the Red 
Ribbon Youth Club of  the 
college organised a pledge 
ceremony on drug menace 
under the guidance of  
Principal, Prof. Suresh 
Kumar Dogra. Coordi-
nated by Dr. Mehrajuddin 
Talie, the programme wit-
nessed students taking a 
solemn pledge to abstain 
from substance abuse 
and actively support ini-

tiatives aimed at curbing 
drug abuse. The ceremo-
ny focused on fostering 
awareness, responsibil-
ity and healthy lifestyle 
choices among the youth.

The Literary Club of  
GDC Bandipora, in collabo-
ration with the Red Ribbon 
Youth Club, also organised 
an interactive discussion 
on the health consequences 
of  drug abuse. Conducted 
under the guidance of  the 
Principal and coordinated 

by Prof. Saduf  Shafi and 
Dr. Mehrajuddin Talie, the 
session provided students 
an opportunity to deliber-
ate on the adverse impact 
of  substance abuse on 
physical, mental and social 
well-being while reinforc-
ing the importance of  a 
healthy and responsible 
lifestyle.

Similarly, GDC Gurez 
organised a workshop on 
“Interactive Discussion on 
Future Roadmap and Sus-
tainability Planning under 
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhi-
yan” for outgoing students 
of  the 6th Semester. The 
Principal, Prof. Farooq 
Ahmad Mir, deliberated 
on the need to sustain the 
objectives of  NMBA 
through awareness, respon-
sible citizenship and active 
community participation. 
He urged students to act 
as ambassadors of  a drug-
free society and contribute 
towards building a healthy 
and progressive nation.

The workshop featured 

interactive discussions 
during which students 
shared their views and strat-
egies for promoting the mes-
sage of  a drug-free lifestyle 
within their communities. 
The Principal underscored 
the importance of continued 
awareness campaigns and 
youth engagement to ensure 
the long-term success of  the 
campaign.

In continuation of  the 
International Day of  Yoga 
celebrations observed on 
June 21, a brief  yoga ses-
sion was also conducted 
during the programme. 
Students and staff  actively 
participated in yoga exer-
cises and breathing tech-
niques, highlighting the 
role of  yoga in maintain-
ing physical fitness, mental 
well-being and a healthy 
lifestyle.

The programmes con-
cluded with participants 
reaffirming their commit-
ment towards building a 
healthy, aware and drug-
free society. 

DC Ganderbal reviews progress 

of Phase-I Census activities
GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Gan-
derbal, Jatin Kishore Tues-
day chaired a review meet-
ing to assess the progress 
of  ongoing Phase-I Census 
activities across the dis-
trict and emphasized the 
importance of  ensuring 
accurate and comprehen-
sive data collection.

During the meeting, 
a detailed review was 
conducted regarding the 
status of  House Listing 
Blocks (HLBs), including 
the number of  blocks com-
pleted and those pending. 
The progress of  field-level 
enumeration and supervi-
sory verification was also 
assessed.

The DC stressed that 
the Census serves as an 
important foundation for 
planning and delivery 
of  public services and 
therefore requires utmost 
accuracy and diligence. 
He directed Enumera-
tors and Supervisors to 
ensure that information 
collected from households 

is entered carefully and 
verified thoroughly so 
that the data reflects the 
ground realities.

Special focus was laid 
on the enumeration of  the 
migratory population. The 
meeting was informed that 
additional House Listing 
Blocks have been created 
to facilitate their coverage 
and that enumeration work 
has already commenced. 
The DC directed concerned 
officers to ensure that 
every eligible household 
and individual is covered 
so that no segment of  the 
population is left out.

Emphasizing the need 
for regular monitoring, 
the DC instructed field 

functionaries to closely 
supervise ongoing activi-
ties, review progress peri-
odically and promptly 
address any issues arising 
during the exercise.

The DC also urged all 
officers associated with the 
exercise to work with dedi-
cation and coordination to 
ensure that the Census is 
conducted in a transpar-
ent, accurate and efficient 
manner.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, District 
Coordinator Census, 
Charge Officers, and offi-
cers and officials associat-
ed with Census operations 
in the district.

J&K CEO hosts first-ever 
Global Conference on Polling 
Day Best Practices

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Office of  
the Chief  Electoral Offi-
cer, Jammu and Kashmir, 
held its first International 
Conference on Global Best 
Practices in Polling Day 
Operations on Monday 
in hybrid mode, with 60 
participants at Nirvachan 
Bhawan, Jammu and 115 
joining online from across 
the world.

Conducted under 
India’s Chairmanship 
of  International IDEA, 
the event forms part of  
thematic research led by 
IIIDEM and the Election 
Commission of  India. The 
J&K CEO Office is prepar-
ing a comparative study 
of  polling-day operations 
across 92 countries in 
Europe, Africa, the Ameri-
cas, Asia and Oceania.

Opening the conference, 
Chief  Electoral Officer 
Sanjeev Verma said the 
polling day demands that 
secrecy, equality, acces-
sibility and integrity be 
delivered simultaneously 
under time pressure across 
thousands of  locations.

Joint CEO Anil Sal-
gotra presented the study’s 
framework, built around 
seven pillars of  the polling-
day cycle: legal framework, 
polling place, voting proce-
dure, equipment and tech-
nology, inclusiveness and 
accessibility, security and 
transparency and post-poll 
processes of  counting, cus-
tody and audit. Data was 
captured using a 60-point 
questionnaire across the 
92 countries, drawing from 
legislation, regulations 
and international obser-
vation reports, creating a 
dataset of  over 5,000 points.

Technical sessions fol-
lowed on each pillar, with 
Salgotra presenting the 
key findings before the 
expert addresses.

Speakers included 
Antonio Spinelli, Princi-
pal Adviser, International 
IDEA-IIIDEM Coopera-
tion; Rakesh Minhas, 
DEO Jammu; Khatia 
Lachashvili, Chairperson 
of  Gldani District Election 
Commission, Central Elec-
tion Commission of  Geor-
gia and Professor (Brig) 
Neeraj Soni, IIM Jammu.

DIPR's Cultural Unit intensifies 
Anti-Drug Awareness Campaign 
at Women’s College

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Reinforc-
ing its commitment to 
the ongoing Nasha Mukt 
Jammu and Kashmir Abhi-
yan, the Cultural Unit of  
the Department of  Infor-
mation and Public Rela-
tions (DIPR) organised 
a comprehensive drug 
awareness programme at 
Women’s College, M.A. 
Road, Srinagar, in collab-
oration with the college 
administration.

The programme aimed at 
sensitising students about 
the grave consequences of  
substance abuse and inspir-
ing them to play a proactive 
role in building a drug-free 
and healthier society. The 
event witnessed enthusi-
astic participation from 
students, faculty members 
and officials of  the Cultural 
Unit, DIPR.

As part of  the awareness 
initiative, students deliv-
ered insightful speeches 
highlighting the growing 
threat posed by drug addic-
tion and underscoring the 
responsibility of  youth in 
combating the menace. 
The speakers stressed the 

importance of  awareness, 
vigilance and collective 
action in protecting society 
from the harmful effects of  
substance abuse.

Adding a creative 
dimension to the cam-
paign, artists of  Tulkul 
Arts and Media Collective 
presented a powerful and 
thought-provoking skit 
portraying the devastating 
impact of  drug addiction 
on individuals, families 
and communities. Through 
an engaging performance, 
the artists effectively con-
veyed the message of  the 
Nasha Mukt Jammu and 
Kashmir Abhiyan, earn-
ing appreciation from the 
audience for their impact-
ful presentation.

Addressing the gath-
ering, AECO, Cultural 
Unit, DIPR, Syed Shakeel 
Shan, emphasised that 
the fight against drug 
abuse requires a united 
and sustained effort from 
all sections of  society. He 
highlighted the crucial 
role of  awareness, com-
munity participation and 
active youth engagement 
in ensuring the success of  
the anti-drug campaign.

AG’s office 
condoles demise 
of Chief Justice 
(A) Sanjeev 
Kumar’s mother

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A condo-
lence meeting of  Law 
Officers and staff  of  the 
Advocate General Organi-
zation was held Tuesday 
at the Advocate General’s 
office, Srinagar, to mourn 
the demise of  Shakti Devi, 
mother of  Chief  Justice 
(Acting) Sanjeev Kumar 
Shukla, who passed away 
on June 25.

The meeting was pre-
sided over by Senior Addi-
tional Advocate General 
Mohsin-ul-Showkat Qadri. 
Shakti Devi passed away 
on June 20, 2026.

Expressing profound 
grief  over the loss, 
Senior AAG Mohsin-ul-
Showkat Qadri conveyed 
deep sympathies to the 
bereaved family. He said 
Shakti Devi’s passing was 
an irreparable loss and 
prayed for strength to 
the family in this hour of  
grief.

The meeting was 
attended by Senior Addi-
tional Advocate Generals, 
Government Counsels, 
officers and employees of  
the organization.

All the participants 
prayed for eternal peace to 
the departed soul and for-
bearance to the bereaved 
family to bear this irrepa-
rable loss. 

ADDC Bandipora 
visits Imam Baras 
across Sumbal 
Sub-Division

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Additional 
District Development Com-
missioner (ADDC) Ban-
dipora, Nazir Ahmad Mir, 
on Tuesday visited various 
Imam Baras across Sumbal 
Sub-Division and reviewed 
the arrangements for the 
smooth observance of  
Muharram.

During the visit, the 
ADDC inspected facilities 
at several Imam Baras and 
interacted with local repre-
sentatives, religious leaders 
and members of  the Shia 
community to take stock 
of  the arrangements and 
address their concerns.

He directed the con-
cerned departments to 
ensure that all necessary 
facilities remain available 
throughout the Muharram 
period, including uninter-
rupted power and water 
supply, sanitation, street 
lighting, road mainte-
nance and other essential 
services for the conve-
nience of  devotees.

Nazir Ahmad Mir 
emphasized the impor-
tance of  close coordina-
tion among all line depart-
ments and instructed offi-
cers to remain available 
on the ground to promptly 
address any issues arising 
during the observance of  
Muharram
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SKIMS Conducts First 
Successful Matched Unrelated 
Donor Stem Cell Transplant
Dir SKIMS Appeals Public to Register as Stem Cell Donors and Help Save Lives

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Sher-
i-Kashmir Institute of  
Medical Sciences (SKIMS) 
has achieved a landmark 
milestone in advanced 
hematology and transplant 
medicine with the success-
ful completion of  its first 
Matched Unrelated Donor 
(MUD) Hematopoietic Stem 
Cell Transplantation in a 
three-year-old child diag-
nosed with Hemophagocytic 
Lymphohistiocytosis (HLH), 
a rare and potentially life-
threatening disorder caused 
by severe immune system 
dysregulation.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Director SKIMS/
EOSG Prof. M. Ashraf  
Ganie, accompanied 
by specialists from the 
Department of  Clinical 
Hematology, highlighted 
the significance of  the 
achievement and described 
it as a major advancement 
in the delivery of  cutting-
edge healthcare services 
within Jammu & Kashmir.

Prof. Ashraf  Ganie con-
gratulated the transplant 
team for the successful 
outcome and emphasized 
the urgent need for great-
er public participation 
in stem cell donation. He 
appealed to people to come 
forward, register as poten-
tial stem cell donors, and 
contribute to saving lives.

"Many patients suffering 
from life-threatening blood 
and immune disorders can 
only be cured through stem 
cell transplantation. Public 
awareness and participa-
tion in donor registries can 

significantly improve the 
chances of  finding suitable 
donors for such patients," 
he said.

The Director further 
announced that SKIMS 
will actively promote stem 
cell donor registration and 
facilitate access to donor 
registry information 
through its official plat-
forms, encouraging greater 
community participation 
in this life-saving initiative.

The highly specialized 
transplant was performed 
by the Department of  Clini-
cal Hematology using stem 
cells obtained from a fully 
matched unrelated volun-
teer donor from Poland, 
identified through DKMS, 
one of  the world's largest 
stem cell donor registries. 
In a remarkable humani-
tarian gesture, DKMS 
waived the donor procure-
ment charges, substantial-
ly reducing the financial 
burden on the patient's 
family and enabling access 
to this potentially curative 
treatment.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Prof. Sajad Geelani, 
Head, Department of  

Clinical Hematology; Dr. 
Reshma Roshan, Associ-
ate Professor; and Dr. Afaq 
Ahmad Khan, Associate 
Professor, elaborated on 
the procedure and high-
lighted the department's 
growing expertise in stem 
cell transplantation.

They stated that the 
transplant programme at 
SKIMS is being conducted 
in accordance with inter-
national and national 
standards of  care and has 
demonstrated outcomes 
comparable to leading 
transplant centres.

The specialists explained 
that Matched Unrelated 
Donor transplantation is 
among the most complex 
procedures in modern 
medicine, requiring metic-
ulous planning, extensive 
donor-recipient matching, 
international coordination, 
specialized laboratory sup-
port and intensive clinical 
monitoring.

"From identifying a suit-
able donor through DKMS 
to coordinating stem cell 
collection and transpor-
tation across interna-
tional borders, every step 

demanded precision, team-
work and unwavering com-
mitment. The successful 
outcome reflects the exper-
tise and dedication of  the 
entire transplant team and 
demonstrates that highly 
advanced transplant ser-
vices can be effectively 
delivered within our insti-
tution," they said.

Highlighting the broad-
er significance of  the 
achievement, the experts 
noted that many patients 
with severe hematological 
and immunological disor-
ders do not have a suitable 
family donor available. For 
such patients, Matched 
Unrelated Donor trans-
plantation often represents 
the only curative option.

"This success under-
scores the importance of  
strengthening transplant 
programmes, increasing 
awareness regarding stem 
cell donation and fostering 
collaborations with nation-
al and international donor 
registries. Every successful 
transplant brings renewed 
hope to patients and fami-
lies facing life-threatening 
diseases," they added.

DC Srinagar attends 74th Raising Day 

of Zila Sainik Welfare Board Srinagar
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Zila Sainik 
Welfare Board Srinagar 
Tuesday observed its 74th 
Raising Day at Sainik 
Bhawan Srinagar for the 
welfare and resettlement 
of  ex-servicemen, war 
widows and their wards, 
of  South and Central 
Kashmir.

Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Srinagar, Akshay 
Labroo who is also the 
President Sainik Board Sri-
nagar was the chief  guest 
on the occasion.

   The programme wit-
nessed the participation 
of  senior Officers from 
the Army, Police and Civil 

Administration, besides 
a large gathering of  ex-
servicemen, war veterans, 
veer naris, war widows and 
their family members from 
across South and Central 
Kashmir.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Deputy Commis-
sioner lauded the invalu-
able contributions and sac-
rifices made by the armed 

forces in safeguarding the 
nation’s sovereignty and 
integrity. He reiterated the 
commitment of  the District 
Administration towards 
ensuring the welfare and 
well-being of  ex-service-
men, Veer Naaris, and their 
families, and emphasized 
the importance of  extend-
ing all possible support to 
those who have served the 

nation with distinction.
During an interactive 

session, war veterans and 
war widows expressed 
their gratitude for the 
various welfare initiatives 
and support measures 
undertaken by the District 
Administration for the 
benefit of  the ex-service-
men community and their 
dependents.

As part of  the celebra-
tions, wheelchairs were 
distributed among special-
ly-abled wards of  ex-ser-
vicemen to facilitate their 
mobility and improve their 
quality of  life. Veer Naaris 
were also felicitated in rec-
ognition of  their courage, 
resilience, and sacrifices.

Dr. Syama Prasad 
Mookerjee Remembered 
on Martyrdom Anniversary
Commemorative event at Tagore Hall 
honors founder of Bharatiya Jana Sangh

AKHTAR ABBASS

SRINAGAR: Patriotic 
fervor resonated through 
the historic Tagore Hall 
Tuesday as political lead-
ers, BJP functionaries, 
dignitaries, and citizens 
gathered to pay solemn 
tribute to Dr. Syama 
Prasad Mookerjee, found-
er of  the Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh, on his martyrdom 
anniversary.

The commemorative 
event witnessed partici-
pation from prominent 
figures including National 
General Secretary and 
Member of  Parliament 
Tarun Chugh, State 
President and Parlia-
ment Member Sat Pal 
Sharma, General Secre-
tary of  Jammu Kashmir 
and Ladakh organization 
Ashok Koul, State Gener-
al Secretary Mohammad 
Anwar Khan, and MOS 
Waqf  Board Chairper-
son Dr. Syed Darakhshan 
Andrabi.

Dr. Mookerjee remains 
an iconic figure in modern 
Indian history, particular-
ly for his bold opposition to 
Article 370. In 1953, driven 
by the conviction that the 
nation could not function 
under "two constitutions, 
two prime ministers, and 
two flags," he embarked 
on a historic journey to 

Srinagar. His arrest at the 
border and subsequent 
death in detention on June 
23, 1953, transformed him 
into a martyr for national 
unity.

The gathering at Tagore 
Hall served as a powerful 
symbol of  the ideological 
transformation in Jammu 
and Kashmir. Hosting such 
an event in the heart of  Sri-
nagar represented the cul-
mination of  the very vision 
Dr. Mookerjee championed 
seven decades ago—the 
complete administrative 
and constitutional integra-
tion of  the region with the 
Indian Union.

Speakers at the event 
reflected on the transfor-
mation of  the state, reaf-
firming their commitment 
to the principles of  equal-
ity and uniform citizenship 
that Mookerjee stood for. 
His legacy as an educa-
tionist, barrister, and par-
liamentarian continues to 
shape contemporary politi-
cal discourse.

In present-day Jammu 
and Kashmir, the tributes 
at Tagore Hall underscore 
that while the political 
landscape has undergone 
monumental changes, 
the foundational ideals 
of  national solidarity for 
which Dr. Mookerjee sac-
rificed his life remain as 
relevant as ever.

DC Sgr hands over Mobile TB 
Screening Van to DTC under IDBI 
Bank CSR initiative

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a signifi-
cant step towards strength-
ening tuberculosis detec-
tion and prevention efforts 
in the district, Deputy 
Commissioner(DC) Srinagar, 
Akshay Labroo on Tuesday 
handed over a Mobile Screen-
ing Van (Ni-Kshay Vahaan) 
to the District Tuberculosis 
Centre, Srinagar, under the 
Corporate Social Responsi-
bility (CSR) initiative of IDBI 
Bank.

The initiative has been 
undertaken as part of  the 
TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyan 2.0 
with the objective of enhanc-
ing tuberculosis screening, 
early diagnosis and aware-
ness generation across the 
District.

After formally flagging off  

the Ni-Kshay Vahaan from 
the DC Office Complex, the 
Deputy Commissioner high-
lighted the importance of  
early detection in the effective 
management and elimination 
of tuberculosis. He stated that 
the Mobile Screening Van, 
equipped with a Handheld 
X-Ray Unit and a TRU-NAAT 
Machine, will significantly 
strengthen the District’s 
capacity for timely diagnosis 
and prompt initiation of treat-
ment for TB patients.

The DC said that the 
Van will be deployed across 
urban and rural areas of the 
District to conduct extensive 
TB screening and awareness 
campaigns, particularly 

targeting vulnerable and 
underserved populations. 
He emphasized that the ini-
tiative will play a pivotal role 
in expanding outreach ser-
vices and ensuring that qual-
ity diagnostic facilities reach 
people at their doorstep.

Reaffirming the District 
Administration’s commit-
ment to the national goal 
of eliminating tuberculosis, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
stated that the deployment 
of the mobile screening unit 
would further accelerate 
efforts being undertaken 
under the TB Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan and contribute 
towards achieving the vision 
of a TB-free India. He said 
the initiative is expected to 
strengthen active case-find-
ing activities and improve 
accessibility to diagnostic 

services across the district.
The DC also appreci-

ated IDBI Bank for extend-
ing support under its CSR 
programme and lauded the 
institution’s commitment 
towards public health and 
community welfare.

Among those present on 
the occasion were Chief Plan-
ning Officer, Fayaz Ahmad 
Dar; IAS Probationer, Alfred 
Thomas; Chief Medical Offi-
cer, Dr. Tahir Sajad; District 
Tuberculosis Officer, Dr. 
Rouf; District Health Officer, 
senior Officers of  the Dis-
trict Administration, Health 
Department and District TB 
Centre and representatives 
of IDBI Bank.

DC Kulgam presides Capacity Building 
Training Programme for Motivators 
engaged under Mission YUVA

Nasha Mukt Abhiyan

DC G'bal chairs NCORD meeting, 
calls for sustained multi-
departmental effortsGMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Capacity Build-
ing Training Programme 
for Motivators engaged 
under Mission YUVA was 
organized Tuesday at the 
Auditorium Hall, Mini Sec-
retariat Kulgam, in prepa-
ration for the successful 
implementation of  Udyam 
Jagriti 5.0, a flagship aware-
ness campaign under Mis-
sion YUVA.

The programme was 
presided over by the 
Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Kulgam, Shahzad 
Alam, who attended the pro-
gramme as the Chief Guest.

 The training was attend-
ed by Motivators, Business 
Help Desk (BHD) function-
aries, Small Business Devel-
opment Unit (SBDU) rep-
resentatives, District Pro-
gramme Manager (DPM), 
NRLM, Block Programme 
Managers (BPMs), Cluster 
Coordinators, Lead District 
Manager (LDM), Cluster 
Head, and officers from the 
Employment Department, 
all of  whom will play a cru-
cial role in the implemen-
tation of  Udyam Jagriti 5.0 
across the district.

Addressing the partici-
pants, the Deputy Commis-
sioner highlighted the sig-
nificance of  Mission YUVA 
in fostering entrepreneur-
ship and self-employment 
among the youth and 
women of Jammu & Kash-
mir. He elaborated on the 
4Cs of  Mission YUVA—Cul-
ture, Capital, Capacity, and 
Connectivity, emphasizing 
their collective role in cre-
ating a robust ecosystem 
for sustainable livelihood 
generation and enterprise 

development.
The Deputy Commis-

sioner underscored the 
pivotal role of  Motivators, 
BHDs, and SBDUs in ensur-
ing effective grassroots out-
reach and mobilization.

The DC said these stake-
holders serve as the vital 
link between the adminis-
tration and aspiring entre-
preneurs by facilitating 
their identification, moti-
vation, counselling, and 
handholding under Mission 
YUVA.

He called upon all stake-
holders to work collectively 
towards realizing the vision 
of Mission YUVA and trans-
forming Kulgam into a hub 
of  entrepreneurship, inno-
vation, and self-reliance.

The participants were 
also sensitized regarding 
data collection, beneficiary 
registration, reporting for-
mats, and the importance 
of  timely and accurate sub-
mission of  information for 
effective monitoring and 
evaluation of the campaign.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the officers conduct-
ing the training informed 
the participants that Udyam 
Jagriti 5.0 assumes special 
significance as a large-scale 
awareness and outreach 
campaign aimed at iden-
tifying, motivating, and 
guiding aspiring entrepre-
neurs towards sustainable 
livelihood opportunities. 
Detailed sessions were con-
ducted on the objectives of  
Mission YUVA, operational 
guidelines of  Udyam Jagriti 
5.0, field-level responsibili-
ties, reporting mechanisms, 
community mobilization 
strategies, and effective ben-
eficiary engagement.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Gan-
derbal, Jatin Kishore Tues-
day chaired a meeting of  
the District Level NCORD 
Committee to review the 
district's efforts towards 
curbing drug abuse and 
strengthening rehabili-
tation, awareness and 
enforcement measures 
under the ongoing Nasha 
Mukt Jammu & Kashmir 
Abhiyan.

During the meeting, 
a comprehensive review 
of  the actions taken by 
various departments in 
tackling substance abuse 
was held, with focus on 
enforcement, awareness 
generation, rehabilitation 
services, and the preven-
tion of  illicit cultivation of  
narcotic crops.

During the meeting, 
the Drug Control Depart-
ment informed that regu-
lar inspections of  medical 
shops were being carried 
out across the district. It 
was reported that action 
against several medical 
shops in terms of  sus-
pension, cancellation of  
license, and sealing of  
premises has been done. 
They also apprised about 
lifting of  samples to check 
misuse of  pharmaceutical 
drugs.

Reviewing enforcement 
measures, the committee 
was informed that naka 
checking and random 
inspections of  warehouses 
and courier facilities were 
being conducted to prevent 
the transportation and ille-

gal distribution of  narcotic 
substances. The Excise 
and Police Departments 
were directed to continue 
surprise inspections and 
strengthen monitoring 
mechanisms to curb drug 
trafficking.

Health department 
informed about the train-
ing of  Addiction Treat-
ment Facility (ATF) staff  
and availability of  required 
medicine.

DC emphasised the need 
for a compassionate and 
victim-centric approach to 
ensure effective treatment 
and recovery support for 
those battling addiction.

The meeting was 
informed that awareness 
and sensitisation pro-
grammes had been con-
ducted in various schools, 
while Information, Educa-
tion and Communication 
(IEC) activities were being 
undertaken across the dis-
trict. The DC directed all 
concerned departments to 
further expand outreach 
programmes and involve 
educational institutions, 
community leaders and 
youth groups in spreading 
awareness about the harm-
ful effects of  drug abuse.

The committee also 
reviewed progress on the 
cancellation of  driving 
licences, vehicle registra-
tions and other documents 
of  individuals involved in 
narcotics-related offences. 
Concerned departments 
were directed to strength-
en coordination, and 
ensure timely disposal of  
pending cases as per pre-
scribed procedures.

DC Kulgam flags off Farmers for Exposure Visits under HADP
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam, Tuesday 
flagged off  a batch of  30 
farmers for an exposure 
visit under the Promotion 
of  Floriculture component 
of  the Holistic Agriculture 
Development Programme 
(HADP) 2026-27 from Mini 
Secretariat Kulgam.

The three-day capacity-

building programme aims 
to provide participants 
with practical exposure to 
modern floriculture practic-
es and successful enterprise 
models. During the visit, 
the farmers will tour the 
Floriculture Development 
Office, Lalmandi Srinagar, 
and SKUAST-K. They will 
also visit private floriculture 
nurseries in Kulgam and 
Anantnag, the Medicinal 
and Aromatic Plant Farm at 

Verinag, and the Lavender 
Farm at Sirhama.

In a parallel initiative 
under the Promotion of  
Apiculture component of  
HADP, another batch of  30 
farmers will visit the Divi-
sion of  Entomology, Polli-
nation Centre, SKUAST-K, 
to gain technical know-how 
on advanced beekeeping 
practices, including queen 
rearing, bee breeding, and 
nucleus stock management.

The exposure visits are 
aimed at enhancing the 
skills and knowledge of  
farmers and unemployed 
youth, encouraging them 
to adopt innovative agri-
cultural practices and avail 
benefits under various gov-
ernment schemes, includ-
ing HADP, JKCIP, CSS, and 
UT Capex, thereby creating 
sustainable livelihood and 
employment opportunities 
in the district.
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