
        CMYK                CMYK        

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

Tributes to Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji on his Martyrdom Day. Guru 
Ji's supreme sacrifice & message of peace, compassion, equal-
ity & selfless service continue to guide humanity. Let's rededi-
cate ourselves to building a peaceful, inclusive & harmonious 
society, as epitomised by Guru Ji.

Rain, Hailstorm 
Lash J&K Parts

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Amid a 
Meteorological Depart-
ment warning of  flash 
floods and mudslides in 
vulnerable areas, rain, 
thunderstorms, gusty 
winds and hailstorms 
lashed several parts of  
Jammu and Kashmir on 
Thursday evening.

An official of  the MeT 
Centre Srinagar said, many 
places across Kashmir 
and parts of  Jammu divi-
sion, including Ramban, 
Doda, Kishtwar, Rajouri 
and Poonch districts wit-
nessed a spell of  rain and 
thundershowers. “Weather 
activity was also reported 
along the Sonamarg-Baltal-
Holy Cave axis ahead of the 
annual Amarnath Yatra,” 
he added.

The weather office said 
hailstorms were reported 
in some areas and warned 
that similar conditions 
could occur in parts of  
North and Central Kash-
mir, including Tangdhar, 
Kupwara, Handwara, 
Budgam, Uri, Ganderbal, 
Shopian and Kokernag.

It also cautioned that 
intense rainfall at isolated 
places could trigger flash 
floods, waterlogging P-06

CM Omar Inaugurates 
Lavender Festival At Nunar
Calls Lavender Cultivation An Addition Of 
New Chapter In Journey Of Prosperity Of J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah Thurs-
day inaugurated the Lav-
ender Festival organised 
by the Agriculture depart-
ment Kashmir at the Model 
Floriculture Centre (MFC), 
Nunar, Ganderbal, and laid 
the foundation stone and 
inaugurated several agri-
culture infrastructure proj-
ects aimed at strengthening 
the medicinal and aromatic 
plants sector and improving 
farmers' livelihoods in the 
district.

The festival was attended 
by Minister for Agriculture 
Production and Rural Devel-
opment, Javid Ahmad Dar; 
Advisor to the Chief  Minis-
ter, Nasir Aslam Wani; Addi-
tional Chief  Secretary to 
the Chief  Minister, Dheeraj 
Gupta; Deputy Commission-
er Ganderbal, Jatin Kishore; 
Senior Superintendent of  
Police Ganderbal, Sudhans-
hu Dhama; senior officers of  
the Agriculture Production 
Department, scientists from 
SKUAST-Kashmir and other 

officials.
Addressing farmers, 

growers and members of  the 
local community on the occa-
sion, the Chief  Minister said 
that lavender cultivation in 
recent times has added a new 
dimension to the Agriculture 
landscape of  J&K. He high-
lighted the economic sustain-
ability of  lavender crop and 
impressed upon the farmers 
to adopt this crop on com-
mercial lines. He stressed 
adopting this climate-resil-
ient and high-value crop can 
safeguard farmers' incomes 
in the face of  changing 
weather patterns.

He noted that lavender 
cultivation offers multiple 
benefits, including value 
addition through essential oil 
extraction, tourism potential 
and employment generation. 
He said in coming times lav-
ender cultivation would be 
extended to newer areas of  
J&K, adding that the laven-
der festival would be a regu-
lar event in coming times.

Drawing parallels with 
internationally renowned 
lavender destinations, P-06

Admin Steps Up Amarnath Yatra 
Preparations, Security Drills Intensified
Mock Drills Held By 
Police, CRPF Along 
NH-44, Railway Stations

SAJID RAINA

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir administration has 
intensified preparations for 
annual Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
(SANJY) beginning July 3, 2026, 
with civil administration, secu-
rity agencies and shrine board 
officials undertaking a series 
of  measures to ensure smooth 
conduct of  the pilgrimage and 
effective management of  the 
expected influx of  devotees.

Divisional Commissioner 
(Div Com) Kashmir Anshul 
Garg on Thursday said all 
departments were working in 
coordination to provide neces-
sary facilities and services to 
pilgrims along both the Baltal 
and Pahalgam routes.

"There is a well-established 
system in place for the Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra. Like every 
year, the pilgrimage will com-
mence on July 3, and all depart-
ments are working to provide 
services in a timely manner," 
Garg told reporters on the side-

lines of  an event in Srinagar.
The Div Com, said prepara-

tions at the Baltal and Nunwan 
base camps were being regu-
larly reviewed and that district 
administrations were coordinat-
ing with service providers to 
ensure seamless arrangements 
for pilgrims.

He said Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha, who is also the 
chairman of  the Shri Amar-
nathji Shrine Board (SASB), has 
been continuously reviewing 
preparations related to pilgrim 
facilitation and security.

"Meetings are being held with 
service providers by the district 
administrations as well as at the 
divisional level. Our effort is to 
ensure that a maximum number 
of  pilgrims undertake the yatra 
this year and receive the best 
possible services," he said.

Garg said all stakeholder 
departments, service provid-
ers and local residents were 
prepared to contribute towards 
the successful conduct of  the 
pilgrimage.

As part of  preparations, the 
Jammu administration has 

developed the Tawi Riverfront 
as a major on-the-spot registra-
tion and token centre for pil-
grims.

Officials said the facility 
would help streamline registra-
tion procedures, improve crowd 
management and facilitate 
orderly movement of  devotees. 
Similar registration and facili-
tation centres have also been 
established across Jammu city.

Preparations are also under-
way at the Shri Amarnath Ji 
Shrine Board's Yatri Niwas in 
Chanderkote in P-06

"THERE IS A WELL-ESTABLISHED SYSTEM IN PLACE FOR THE SHRI AMARNATH JI YATRA. 
Like every year, the pilgrimage will commence on July 3, and all departments are working to provide services in a timely manner," 
Garg told reporters on the sidelines of an event in Srinagar.

Preparedness, Training Critical 
Elements For Disaster Response: DGP

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Asserting 
that there is no substitute 
for readiness when dealing 
with challenging situations, 
Director General of  Police 
(DGP) J&K, Nalin Prabhat, 
on Thursday said prepared-
ness and training remain 
the most critical elements of  
disaster response

Addressing personnel 
from various rescue and 
security agencies during a 
joint training programme, 
the DGP, said, “Mountain 
rescue teams play a crucial 
role in saving lives during 
emergencies, particularly as 
weather-related risks con-
tinue to increase every year.”

“In mountainous areas, 
the risk of  cloudbursts and 
landslides is rising annual-
ly. Mountain Rescue Teams 
have a very important role 
to play. Training is a funda-
mental requirement for any 
force and any challenging 
task. There is no substitute 
for it,” DGP Prabhat said.

Recalling the rescue 
operation in Gulmarg, the 
DGP lauded SDRF and MRT 
personnel for their dedica-
tion, professionalism and 
efficiency, describing their 
performance as being of  
“global standards.” He also 
informed the personnel that 
the accommodation benefits 
promised to those who par-
ticipated in the Gulmarg 
rescue operation have been 
approved in principle and 
the process is awaiting final 
inputs from district police 
authorities.

The DGP stressed P-06

CAT Stays SKUAST-K Cameraman Recruitment Amid 
Explosive Allegations Of Nepotism, Manipulation

TABIYA ASLAM

SRINAGAR: In a major embar-
rassment for Sher-e-Kashmir 
University of  Agricultural Sci-
ences and Technology (SKUAST-
K), the Central Administrative 
Tribunal (CAT), Srinagar, has 
stayed the recruitment process 
for the post of  Cameraman fol-
lowing serious allegations of  
favoritism, manipulation of  eli-
gibility criteria, and abuse of  offi-
cial position.City & Local Guides

The recruitment process, initi-
ated to fill two Cameraman posts, 
has come under judicial scru-
tiny after Zahid Ahmad Sheikh 
of  Tangmarg approached the 
Tribunal challenging the provi-
sional selection list issued by the 
university.

In his petition, Sheikh 
described the entire selection 
process as “shabby, arbitrary and 
tailor-made” to accommodate a 
favoured candidate. He alleged 

that despite being declared ineli-
gible during the recruitment pro-
cess, a candidate was mysterious-
ly brought back into contention 
and ultimately selected.

The petitioner has further 
alleged that the dramatic turn-
around was not accidental but 
the result of  undue influence 
exercised by senior officials.

The crux of  the petitioner’s 
grievance lies in the qualification 
relied upon by the selected candi-

date. Rather allegedly possesses 
a Diploma in Cinematography 
from Bharat Sevak Samaj (BSS), 
an organisation whose recogni-
tion status has been questioned 
by courts and whose activities 
have come under the scanner of  
law enforcement agencies.

According to the petition, the 
University had constituted an 
Equivalence/Relevance Com-
mittee to assess the eligibility 
of  candidates whose qualifica-
tions did not exactly match the 
prescribed nomenclature. The 
Committee explicitly resolved 
that candidates must possess 
diploma certificates issued by 
recognised universities or insti-
tutions. Despite this, Rather was 
considered eligible on the basis of  
a ‘non-recognised diploma’.

According to the petition, 
the selected candidate allegedly 
lacked the mandatory qualifica-
tion prescribed in the advertise-
ment notice. The P-06

Chief Secy Assesses The Circular 
Economy Framework For J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Thursday 
reviewed the proposed Cir-
cular Economy framework 
for J&K put forth by the 
Housing & Urban Develop-
ment Department (H&UDD), 
aimed at establishing a 
resource-efficient, low-waste 
and environmentally sus-
tainable development model 
across the Union Territory.

The meeting besides Com-
missioner Secretary, H&UDD 
was attended by Commis-
sioner, JMC; CiTaG Profes-
sionals and other concerned 
officers.

The proposed policy envi-
sions transforming Jammu & 
Kashmir into a regenerative 
Himalayan economy where 
waste materials are going to 
be converted into productive 
resource flows safeguard-
ing the region's ecological 
integrity, enhancing urban 
governance and generating 
sustainable livelihoods.

During the presentation, 

the Chief  Secretary was 
informed that the policy has 
been conceived in response to 
emerging regulatory require-
ments under the Solid Waste 
Management Rules, 2026, 
judicial directives concern-
ing waste management and 
environmental protection, 
increasing waste genera-
tion linked to tourism and 
pilgrimage activities, and 
the need to protect the UT's 
ecologically sensitive lakes, 
wetlands, forests and moun-
tain landscapes.

The framework recognises 
unique circular P-06

Growing Concern Over Sectarian Hate Speech On Social Media
JAVED SHAH

SRINAGAR: Concern is 
mounting across Jammu and 
Kashmir over the increasing 
circulation of  inflammatory 
speeches and hate-filled con-
tent by self-styled religious 
preachers belonging to dif-
ferent schools of  thought on 
social media platforms.

Members of  civil society, 
intellectuals and concerned 
citizens have expressed alarm 
at what they describe as a dan-
gerous trend of  public vilifica-
tion, character assassination 
and sectarian rhetoric that is 
steadily poisoning the social 
atmosphere and deepening 
divisions within society.

People said that instead of  
promoting religious values, 
tolerance and mutual respect, 
several individuals claim-
ing to represent religious 
interests have turned social 
media into a battleground 
for personal attacks, abuse 

and incitement against those 
holding differing beliefs. Such 
content, they warned, is creat-
ing an environment of  hostil-
ity and mistrust among com-
munities that have coexisted 
peacefully for generations.

Citizens described the situ-
ation as deeply disturbing, 
saying that the relentless cam-
paign of  hatred and slander 
has the potential to trigger 
serious social unrest if  left 
unchecked.

"The language being used 
is not only irresponsible but 
dangerous. Every day, videos 
and speeches targeting indi-
viduals and entire schools of  
thought are being circulated 
online. This continuous provo-
cation can have grave conse-
quences for society," said a 
concerned resident.

Many observers fear that 
the growing culture of  online 
hate could eventually spill 
onto the streets, threaten-

ing communal harmony and 
public order. They warned 
that attempts to inflame pas-
sions and exploit religious 
sentiments for popularity, 
influence or personal agendas 
are eroding the foundations 
of  a tolerant and pluralistic 
society.

Social media platforms, 
which were once seen as 
tools for communication and 
awareness, are increasingly 
being used to spread divisive 
narratives, misinformation 
and sectarian propaganda. 
Citizens said that unchecked 
abuse of  these platforms is 
degrading the social fabric 
and normalizing intolerance 
among younger generations.

They urged religious schol-
ars, community leaders and 
social influencers to exer-
cise restraint and uphold the 
values of  respect, dialogue 
and coexistence. At the same 
time, they called upon author-
ities to closely P-06

      Amarnath Yatra
Northern Army 
Commander Reviews 
Security Preparedness 

UMAISAR GULL 

PAHALGAM: Northern Army 
Commander Lieutenant General 
Pratik Sharma visited Pahalgam 
and Chandanwari on Thursday 
to review the security situation 
and assess operational prepared-
ness along the southern route 
ahead of  the commencement of  
the Amarnath Yatra 2026.

The Army Commander, 
reviewed security arrangements 
and preparedness measures put 
in place for the annual pilgrimage.

In a post on X, Northern 
Command said, “Lt Gen Pratik 
Sharma, Army Commander 
Northern Command, visited 
Pahalgam and Chandanwari to 
review the security situation and 
assess operational preparedness 
along the Southern Route ahead 
of  the commencement of  Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra 2026.”

“Indian Army is committed 
to ensuring a safe pilgrimage 
for all devotees through seam-
less coordination P-06

Pak National Repatriated 

Through Teetwal Friendship 

Bridge In North Kashmir

AGENCIES

KUPWARA: A Pakistani 
national apprehended ear-
lier this month was repatri-
ated to Pakistan-Occupied- 
Kashmir (PoK) through the 
Teetwal Friendship Bridge 
in Karnah sector of  north 
Kashmir's Kupwara district 
on Thursday after comple-
tion of  all legal and proce-
dural formalities.

Officials said Assad Khan, 
son of  Janzab Khan and a 
resident of  Muzaffarabad, 
had been apprehended on 
June 12, 2026. Following 
investigation and verifica-

tion procedures, authorities 
initiated the process for his 
repatriation through the des-
ignated crossing point.

The handover was carried 
out at the Teetwal Friend-
ship Bridge in the presence 
of  Sub-Divisional Magistrate 
Karnah, Tehsildar Karnah, 
officers of  the Army, includ-
ing representatives of  06 
Mahar Regiment, and SHO 
Karnah, along with other 
concerned officials.

Officials said the repatria-
tion process was conducted 
in a smooth and orderly 
manner in coordination with 
the relevant P-06
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DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE PROTECTION
OFFICE OF THE WILDLIFE WARDEN, CENTRAL DIVISION SRINAGAR

POLICE GOLF CORSE, BOULEVARD ROAD SRINAGAR.
Mohammad Altaf Tewda,
S/o: Mohammad Shafi Tewda,
R/o: Thune Kangan
No: WLWC/Estt/2026-27/346-56 Dated: 18/06/2026
Subject: Eviction Notice under section 34A of Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act-1972.
Reference:	 Ganderbal	Range	Officer’s	letter	No.	ROG/WL/Sindh/2026-27/116-30	dated:	23.05.2026.
Block	Forest	Officer,	Thajwas	Wildlife	Sanctuary	report	bearing	No.	TWB/BO/WO/2025-26/77	dated	06/06/2026.
1.	 Whereas	Government	has	notified	Thajwas	Baltal	Wildlife	Sanctuary	vide	SRO	No	156	Dated	19:03	1987	under	Section	

18	of	Indian	Wildlife	(Protection)	Act	1972.
2.	 Whereas	Section	27	of	Indian	Wildlife	(Protection)	Act	1972	prohibits	entry	of	a	person	In	Wildlife	areas.
3.	 Whereas	 Section	 27(3)	 of	 Indian	Wildlife	 (Protection)	 Act	 1972	 prohibits	 the	 alteration,	 destroying	 or	 defacing	 any	

boundary	mark	of	a	sanctuary	with	intent	to	cause	damage	to	any	such	boundary	mark	or	to	cause	any	wrongful	gains.
4.	 Whereas	Section	29	of	Indian	Wildlife	Protection	Act	1972	says	that	no	person	shall	destroy,	exploit	or	remove	any	Wild-

life	 Including	 forest	produce	 from	a	wildlife	sanctuary	or	damage	or	divert,	stop	or	enhance	 the	flow	of	water	 into	or	
outstand	the	sanctuary	except	under	and	in	accordance	with	a	permit	granted	by	the	Chief	Wildlife	Warden.

5.	 Whereas	Range	Officer,	Ganderbal	vide	his	office	letter	No.	ROG/WL/Sindh/2026-27/116-30	dated:	23.05.2026	read	
with	 Block	 Forester	 Officer,	 Thajwas	Wildlife	 Sanctuary	 report	 No.	 TWB/Bo/WO/2025-26/77	 DATED:	 06.06.2026;	
wherein	it	has	been	brought	under	the	notice	of	Undersigned	that	you	have	un-authorizedly	installed	temporary	Tea	stall	
with	the	notified	limits	of	Thajwas	Baltal	Wildlife	Sanctuary	at	the	foot	hills	of	Thajwas	Glacier	as	such	you	have	caused	
damage	to	fragile	ecosystem	for	your	greedy	and	selfish	benefits.	The	report	is	annexed	with	Geo-tagged	photographs	
which	substantiates	that	you	have	violated	the	provision	of	Indian	Wildlife	(Protection)	Act	1972.

6.	 Whereas	Section	34	A	(1)	(a)	of	Indian	Wildlife	(Protection)	Act	1972	has	empowered	Officer	not	below	the	Rank	of	As-
sistant	Conservator	of	Forests	to	evict	any	person	from	a	sanctuary	or	national	park,	who	has	un-authorizedly	occupied	
Government	Land.	The	Section	34	A	(1)(b)	of	Indian	Wildlife	(Protection)	Act	1972	has	also	empowered	the	Officer	not	
below	the	Rank	Deputy	Conservator	of	Forests	to	remove	any	unauthorized	structures,	buildings	or	constructions	erected	
on	any	Government	Land	within	any	sanctuary	or	National	Park.

Therefore,	in	exercise	of	the	powers	conferred	by	Section	34-A	of	Indian	Wildlife	(Protection)	Act	1972	notice	is	issued	upon	you	
to	evict	from	unauthorized	occupied	Land	and	to	remove	the	encroachment	within	10	days	from	the	date	of	issuance	of	this	notice	
and	show	cause	within	07	days	why	action	(including	confiscation	of	tools	and	Belongings)	shall	not	be	taken	against	you	for	
un-authorizedly	occupying	the	Government	Land.

Pervaiz	Ahmad	Wani
Deputy	Conservator	of	Forests

DIPK-2281-26		 Wildlife	Warden
DT:	18/06/2026	 Central	Division	Srinagar

DC Srinagar, SSP finalize 
preparations for NEET-
2026 examination
Emphasize seamless coordination, comprehensive logistical, security arrangements

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In order 
to finalize preparations 
and arrangements for 
the forthcoming re-exam-
ination of  the National 
Eligibility-cum-Entrance 
Test (NEET)-2026, a meet-
ing was held under the 
chairmanship of  Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Sri-
nagar, Akshay Labroo, at 
the Meeting Hall of  the 
DC Office Complex here 
Thursday.

Senior Superintendent 
of  Police, Srinagar Dr. G.V. 
Sundeep Chakravarthy was 
present on the occasion.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, Mir Imtiyaz 
Ul Aziz, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Aadil Fareed, 
Nodal Principal Colleges, 
Prof. Seema Naaz, Joint 
Commissioner SMC, Nuzhat 
Qureshi, IAS Probationer 
Alfred Thomas, SP Head-
quarter, Umar Shah, Chief  
Planning Officer Fayaz 
Ahmad Dar, Secretary SMC, 
Tahir Magray, SDM West, 
Irfan Bahadur, SDM, East, 
Zubair Ahmad, Assistant 
Commissioner Revenue, 
Umar Gulzar, Chief  Educa-
tion Officer, Gh Mohi-ud 
Din, all Tehsildars, repre-
sentatives of  the National 
Testing Agency (NTA), 
senior Officers of  the Dis-
trict Administration, Traffic 
Police, Centre Supervisors,

During the meeting, 
a detailed review of  all 

arrangements being put 
in place for the NEET-2026 
re-examination scheduled 
to be held on June 21, 2026 
was undertaken regard-
ing deputation of  Exami-
nation Staff  including 
Centre Superintendents, 
Invigilators and support-
ing personnel and secure 
transportation, handling 
of  examination mate-
rial and conduct of  mock 
exercise. Discussions also 
focused on ensuring the 
availability of  adequate 
infrastructure and facili-
ties at all designated exam-
ination centres, including 
uninterrupted power and 
water supply, proper seat-
ing arrangements, sanita-
tion, transportation, medi-
cal assistance and deploy-
ment of  requisite staff.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner stressed the impor-
tance of  meticulous plan-

ning and effective inter-
departmental coordination 
to ensure the smooth, fair 
and transparent conduct 
of  the examination. He 
directed all concerned 
departments to remain 
fully prepared and respon-
sive to address any issue 
and ensure that candidates 
are provided with a condu-
cive and hassle-free envi-
ronment on the day of  the 
examination.

The DC underscored the 
need for strict compliance 
with the guidelines and 
standard operating proce-
dures issued by the Nation-
al Testing Agency and 
other competent authori-
ties. He directed all stake-
holders to work in close 
coordination and ensure 
that every aspect of  the 
examination is managed 
efficiently and profession-
ally while upholding the 

integrity and credibility of  
the examination process.

The DC further stressed 
the establishment of  a Joint 
Control Room for real-time 
monitoring of  the examina-
tion process through live 
CCTV feeds from all exami-
nation centres. He directed 
the concerned agencies to 
strengthen CCTV surveil-
lance mechanisms and as 
per the prescribed guide-
lines, to ensure the secure, 
fair, transparent and smooth 
conduct of  the examination. 
He emphasized that all nec-
essary technological and 
security measures must be 
put in place.

SSP Srinagar reviewed 
the security arrangements 
and directed the concerned 
Officers to implement a 
comprehensive security 
plan at all examination 
centres. He emphasized 
strict vigilance and adher-
ence to examination pro-
tocols to prevent any mal-
practice and ensure the 
integrity of  the examina-
tion process.

The meeting also reviewed 
traffic management plans, 
transportation facilities 
for examination personnel, 
emergency response mecha-
nisms and arrangements for 
maintaining law and order 
around examination centres. 
Instructions were issued to 
ensure smooth movement 
of  candidates and staff  and 
to avoid any inconvenience 
during the conduct of  the 
examination.

PCC Orders Closure of Hotel 

Holiday Inn in Pahalgam
Directs Disconnection of Power and Water Supply

AGENCIES

ANANTNAG: In a signifi-
cant enforcement action in 
the tourist resort of  Pahal-
gam, the Jammu and Kash-
mir Pollution Control Com-
mittee (PCC) has ordered 
the closure of  Hotel Holi-
day Inn at Movera, Pahal-
gam, for allegedly operat-
ing without mandatory 
environmental clearances 
and failing to install pre-
scribed pollution control 
measures.

The closure order, 
issued under provisions of  
the Water (Prevention and 
Control of  Pollution) Act, 
1974 and the Air (Preven-
tion and Control of  Pollu-
tion) Act, 1981, states that 
the hotel was functioning 
without a valid consent 
from the Pollution Con-
trol Committee, a statu-
tory requirement for such 
establishments.

According to the order, 
repeated notices were 
served upon the hotel man-
agement, including a show-
cause notice issued on Sep-

tember 16, 2025, seeking 
an explanation as to why 
legal action should not be 
initiated for violations of  
environmental laws. The 
hotelier, however, failed to 
respond within the stipu-
lated period.

A fresh inspection con-
ducted by the Divisional 
Officer of  the Pollution 
Control Committee found 
that the hotel continued to 
operate without valid con-
sent and had not installed 
mandatory pollution-con-
trol mechanisms, includ-
ing an Oil and Grease 
Trap required for treat-

ment of  wastewater gener-
ated from kitchen opera-
tions. Inspecting officials 
reported no change in the 
status of  the establishment 
despite earlier notices and 
recommendations.

Acting on the findings, 
the PCC directed propri-
etor to cease operations 
forthwith. In one of  the 
strongest provisions of  the 
order, the Executive Engi-
neer of  KPDCL's Electric 
Division Anantnag has 
been directed to discon-
nect electricity supply to 
the hotel, while the Execu-
tive Engineer of  the Jal 

Shakti Department has 
been instructed to discon-
nect water supply.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner Anantnag has 
been tasked with ensur-
ing implementation and 
compliance of  the closure 
directions, while PCC offi-
cials have been asked to 
coordinate with the con-
cerned departments for 
execution of  the order.

The order also reiter-
ates environmental norms 
requiring hotels with more 
than 19 rooms to install 
Sewage Treatment Plants 
(STPs), while smaller 
establishments must main-
tain septic tanks and soak-
age pits for proper sewage 
disposal.

The action assumes 
significance as authori-
ties intensify scrutiny of  
environmental compli-
ance in Pahalgam, one of  
Kashmir's most prominent 
tourist destinations, amid 
growing concerns over the 
ecological impact of  unreg-
ulated commercial activity. 
[KNT]

Pak Currency, 
Mobile Numbers 
Recovered 
During Search 
Op in Poonch

GMK NEWS NETWORK

POONCH: Security forces 
recovered Pakistani curren-
cy notes and a slip contain-
ing several Pakistani mobile 
phone numbers during a 
search operation in the 
Mendhar sector of  Jammu 
and Kashmir's Poonch dis-
trict on Thursday.

Officials said the recov-
ery was made by a Road 
Opening Party (ROP) of  118 
Territorial Army during 
an area domination and 
search operation conducted 
near Bhattaduriyan along 
National Highway-144A.

During the operation, 
personnel recovered Paki-
stani currency notes along 
with a handwritten slip 
bearing multiple mobile 
phone numbers believed 
to be from Pakistan.

The recovered material 
was subsequently taken 
into possession by the 
security forces for further 
examination and analysis.

Officials said the discov-
ery has prompted a thorough 
investigation to determine 
the provenance of  the recov-
ered material and examine 
whether it has any connec-
tion with cross-border activi-
ties or other security-related 
concerns. [KNT] 

Two-Day Theatre Workshop on 

“Theatre and Youth of Kashmir” 

Concludes at IUST

GMK NEWS NETWORK

AWANTIPORA: A two-
day theatre workshop 
titled “Theatre and Youth 
of  Kashmir”, organized 
by the Young Dramatists 
Society (YDS), Srinagar, 
concluded successfully 
at Islamic University of  
Science and Technology 
(IUST), Awantipora.

The workshop was 
aimed at introducing stu-
dents and young theatre 
enthusiasts to the funda-
mentals of  theatre, includ-
ing acting techniques, 
stagecraft, voice modula-
tion, character develop-
ment, and the role of  the-
atre in promoting social 
awareness and preserving 
cultural heritage.

The programme wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from students 
representing various 
departments of  the uni-
versity. During the work-
shop, theatre experts and 
resource persons associ-
ated with YDS conducted 
interactive lectures and 
practical training sessions, 
emphasizing theatre as a 
powerful medium of  cre-
ative expression, personal-
ity development, and com-
munity engagement.

Participants were also 
engaged in discussions on 
the evolving landscape of  
contemporary Kashmiri 
theatre and the opportuni-
ties available for youth to 
contribute to the growth 
of  performing arts in the 
region.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the organizers under-
scored the importance of  
encouraging young people 
to participate in cultural 
and theatrical activities to 
safeguard Kashmir’s rich 
artistic traditions while 
fostering creativity, criti-
cal thinking, confidence, 
and social responsibility 
among the younger gen-
eration.

The workshop con-
cluded with practical dem-

onstrations and perfor-
mances by participants, 
who showcased the skills 
acquired during the two-
day training programme. 
Certificates of  partici-
pation were distributed 
among the participants at 
the valedictory session.

T h e  o r g a n i z e r s 
expressed their grati-
tude to the authorities of  
Islamic University of  Sci-
ence and Technology for 
their support and coop-
eration in facilitating the 
successful conduct of  the 
workshop. They also reit-
erated their commitment 
to organizing similar pro-
grammes in the future to 
strengthen theatre cul-
ture and youth engage-
ment across Kashmir.

DC Kupwara reviews 
preparedness for IPPI-2026

Bandipora finalizes arrangements 
for International Yoga Day 2026

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kupwara, 
Shrikant Suse, Thursday 
chaired a meeting of  the 
District Task Force (DTF) 
to review and finalize prep-
arations for the upcom-
ing Intensified Pulse Polio 
Immunization (IPPI)-2026 
programme, scheduled to be 
conducted on June 28, 2026.

The meeting reviewed 
the district’s preparedness, 
implementation strategy, 
logistics management and 
inter-departmental coordi-
nation to ensure the smooth 
and successful conduct of  
the immunization drive.

The Deputy Chief  Med-
ical Officer (Dy CMO), 
Kupwara, gave a detailed 
presentation highlighting 
the district action plan, 
deployment strategy, 
vaccine logistics and tar-
gets fixed under the pro-
gramme. He informed that 
130,085 children in the 0–5 
years age group have been 
identified as the target pop-
ulation across the district.

To ensure comprehen-
sive coverage, 766 vacci-
nation booths have been 
established, while 158 
supervisors have been 
deployed for effective 
monitoring and supervi-
sion. A total workforce 
of  3,088 personnel, com-
prising health workers, 
ASHAs, Anganwadi work-
ers, supervisory staff  and 
other support personnel, 
has been mobilized for the 
successful implementation 
of  the campaign.

Reviewing the prepared-
ness, the Deputy Commis-
sioner directed the Health 

Department to strengthen 
field-level monitoring, 
ensure the effective func-
tioning of  all vaccination 
booths and maintain an 
uninterrupted cold chain 
to preserve vaccine poten-
cy and ensure availabil-
ity of  other logistics. He 
stressed that no eligible 
child should be left uncov-
ered during the campaign.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also emphasized the 
need to pay special attention 
to transit and migratory 
populations, particularly 
nomadic families resid-
ing in higher reaches and 
remote areas of  the district, 
to ensure universal immu-
nization coverage.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of  public participa-
tion, he called for intensi-
fied Information, Educa-
tion and Communication 
(IEC) activities through 
ASHA workers, Angan-
wadi workers, educational 
institutions and other 
stakeholders to create 
greater public awareness 
and encourage maximum 
community participation 
in the immunization drive.

The meeting was attend-
ed by  Chief  Medical Offi-
cer Kupwara, Dr. Zaffar; 
Deputy CMO, Chief  Edu-
cation Officer Kupwara, 
Medical Superintendent, 
Government Medical Col-
lege  Handwara, Medi-
cal Superintendent, SDH 
Kupwara, Zonal Education 
Officer Kupwara, Chief  
Executive Officer, Munici-
pal Committee Kupwara, 
Block Medical Officers, 
Child Development Proj-
ect Officers and other con-
cerned officers.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Deputy 
Commissioner Bandi-
pora, Indu Kanwal Chib, 
on Thursday chaired a 
meeting to review and 
finalize arrangements for 
the observance of  Interna-
tional Yoga Day 2026 across 
the district.

During the meeting, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
reviewed the preparedness 
of  various departments and 
stressed the need for close 
coordination to ensure the 
smooth and successful con-
duct of  the event. Arrange-
ments related to venue man-
agement, participation of  
students and youth, sanita-
tion, drinking water, medi-
cal facilities, transportation, 
and security were discussed 
in detail.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed all con-
cerned departments to 
complete the assigned 
tasks well in advance and 
ensure foolproof  arrange-
ments for the celebrations. 
She emphasized that Inter-
national Yoga Day serves 
as an important platform 
to promote a healthy life-
style and raise awareness 
about the physical, mental, 
and emotional benefits of  
yoga among people of  all 
age groups.

The District Nodal Offi-
cer, AYUSH, and the Youth 
Services & Sports Depart-

ment were directed to work 
in close coordination with 
all line departments for the 
seamless conduct of  yoga 
sessions and related activi-
ties across the district. The 
Deputy Commissioner also 
called for maximum public 
participation to make the 
event a grand success.

It was informed during 
the meeting that the main 
district-level celebration 
of  International Yoga Day 
will be held at S.K. Stadium 
Bandipora on June 21. Sim-
ilar programmes and yoga 
sessions will be organized 
simultaneously at the sub-
divisional headquarters of  
Sumbal and Gurez, besides 
other designated locations 
across the district, to 
ensure wider participation 
and outreach.

International Yoga Day 
is observed annually on 
June 21 across the globe to 
promote health, wellness, 
and harmony through the 
practice of  yoga.

Among others, Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner Bandipora, Zaffar 
Husson Shawl; Assistant 
Commissioner Revenue 
Bandipora, Shabir Ahmad 
Wani; Chief  Education 
Officer, Chief  Medical 
Officer, District Informa-
tion Officer, District Nodal 
Officer AYUSH, Block 
Development Officers, and 
other concerned officers 
attended the meeting.

DC Shopian reviews RDD developmental activities
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Shopian, 
Shishir Gupta Thursday 
chaired a review meeting 
to discuss various issues 
related to the functioning 
of  the Rural Development 
Department and assess the 
progress of  developmental 
activities being implement-
ed across the district under 
various flagship govern-
ment schemes.

During the meeting, 
the Deputy Commission-

er reviewed the status of  
ongoing developmental 
works, implementation 
of  government schemes, 
progress achieved under 
various flagship pro-
grammes and the overall 
functioning of  field-level 
offices.

Special focus was laid 
on addressing operational 
and administrative issues 
affecting the smooth execu-
tion of  departmental works.
Various issues and concerns 
raised by the BDOs and Pan-
chayat Secretaries were dis-

cussed in detail.
The DC directed the con-

cerned to resolve the issues 
and ensure seamless imple-
mentation of  developmen-
tal works.

Emphasizing the need 
for regular monitoring of  
works, the DC instructed 
all field staff  and supervi-
sory authorities

to discharge their duties 
with dedication and respon-
sibility and ensure strict 
adherence to departmental 
guidelines viz a viz quality 
and durability of  works.

He also directed that 
all completed and ongoing 
works be promptly upload-
ed on the designated online 
portals to facilitate effec-
tive monitoring and real 
time tracking of  progress.

The DC directed the 
Block Development Offi-
cers to enhance person-
days (PD) generation under 
MGNREGA and expedite 
the completion of  all ongo-
ing works in a time bound 
manner before the transi-
tion of  the programme to 
VB-G RAM G.
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DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE PROTECTION
OFFICE OF THE WILDLIFE WARDEN, CENTRAL DIVISION SRINAGAR

POLICE GOLF CORSE, BOULEVARD ROAD SRINAGAR.
Reyaz Ahmad Chopan, 
S/o: Abdul Razaq Chopan,
R/o: Akhal Kangan
No: WLWC/Estt/2026-27/357-67 Dated: 18/06/2026 
Subject: Eviction Notice under section 34A of Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act-1972.
Reference:	 Ganderbal	 Range	 Officer’s	 letter	 No.	 ROG/WL/Sindh/2026-27/116-30	 dated:	 23.05.2026.	 Block	 Forest	

Officer,	Thajwas	Wildlife	Sanctuary	report	bearing	No.	TWB/BO/WO/2025-26/77	dated	06/06/2026.
1.	 Whereas	Government	has	notified	Thajwas	Baltal	Wildlife	Sanctuary	vide	SRO	No	156	Dated	19:03	1987	under	Section	

18	of	Indian	Wildlife	(Protection)	Act	1972.
2.	 Whereas	Section	27	of	Indian	Wildlife	(Protection)	Act	1972	prohibits	entry	of	a	person	In	Wildlife	areas.
3.	 Whereas	 Section	 27(3)	 of	 Indian	Wildlife	 (Protection)	 Act	 1972	 prohibits	 the	 alteration,	 destroying	 or	 defacing	 any	

boundary	mark	of	a	sanctuary	with	intent	to	cause	damage	to	any	such	boundary	mark	or	to	cause	any	wrongful	gains.
4.	 Whereas	Section	29	of	 Indian	Wildlife	Protection	Act	1972	 says	 that	 no	person	 shall	 destroy,	 exploit	 or	 remove	any	

Wildlife	Including	forest	produce	from	a	wildlife	sanctuary	or	damage	or	divert,	stop	or	enhance	the	flow	of	water	into	or	
outstand	the	sanctuary	except	under	and	in	accordance	with	a	permit	granted	by	the	Chief	Wildlife	Warden.

5.	 Whereas	Range	Officer,	Ganderbal	vide	his	office	letter	No.	ROG/WL/Sindh/2026-27/116-30	dated:	23.05.2026	read	
with	 Block	 Forester	 Officer,	 Thajwas	Wildlife	 Sanctuary	 report	 No.	 TWB/Bo/WO/2025-26/77	 DATED:	 06.06.2026;	
wherein	it	has	been	brought	under	the	notice	of	Undersigned	that	you	have	un-authorizedly	installed	temporary	Tea	stall	
with	the	notified	limits	of	Thajwas	Baltal	Wildlife	Sanctuary	at	the	foot	hills	of	Thajwas	Glacier	as	such	you	have	caused	
damage	to	fragile	ecosystem	for	your	greedy	and	selfish	benefits.	The	report	is	annexed	with	Geo-tagged	photographs	
which	substantiates	that	you	have	violated	the	provision	of	Indian	Wildlife	(Protection)	Act	1972.

6.	 Whereas	Section	34	A	 (1)	 (a)	of	 Indian	Wildlife	 (Protection)	Act	1972	has	empowered	Officer	not	below	 the	Rank	of	
Assistant	Conservator	of	Forests	to	evict	any	person	from	a	sanctuary	or	national	park,	who	has	un-authorizedly	occupied	
Government	Land.	The	Section	34	A	(1)(b)	of	Indian	Wildlife	(Protection)	Act	1972	has	also	empowered	the	Officer	not	
below	the	Rank	Deputy	Conservator	of	Forests	to	remove	any	unauthorized	structures,	buildings	or	constructions	erected	
on	any	Government	Land	within	any	sanctuary	or	National	Park.

Therefore,	in	exercise	of	the	powers	conferred	by	Section	34-A	of	Indian	Wildlife	(Protection)	Act	1972	notice	is	issued	upon	you	
to	evict	from	unauthorized	occupied	Land	and	to	remove	the	encroachment	within	10	days	from	the	date	of	issuance	of	this	notice	
and	show	cause	within	07	days	why	action	(including	confiscation	of	tools	and	Belongings)	shall	not	be	taken	against	you	for	un-
authorizedly	occupying	the	Government	Land.

Pervaiz	Ahmad	Wani
Deputy	Conservator	of	Forests

DIPK-2282-26		 Wildlife	Warden
DT:	18/06/2026	 Central	Division	Srinagar

CM Omar visits Mata Kheer 
Bhawani Temple, reviews 
arrangements for Annual Mela

Hope Flows: Sopore's 15 lakh gallon 

daily water deficit to end by 2027
Rs 100 Cr investment to rewrite town's water story; ongoing mega project 
to meet urban population needs till 2040

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Chief  
Minister Omar Abdul-
lah Thursday visited the 
revered Mata Kheer Bha-
wani Temple at Tulmulla 
in Ganderbal district to 
review the arrangements 
being put in place for the 
forthcoming annual Mata 
Kheer Bhawani Mela.

The Chief  Minister was 
accompanied by Advisor 
to Chief  Minister, Nasir 
Aslam Wani; Political 
Advisor to the Chief  Min-
ister, Mudasir Shahmiri; 
Additional Chief  Secre-
tary to the Chief  Minister, 
Dheeraj Gupta; Deputy 
Commissioner Gander-
bal, Jatin Kishore; Senior 
Superintendent of  Police 
Ganderbal, Sudhanshu 
Dhama and other officers.

During the visit, the 
Chief  Minister paid  took 
spot inspection of  vari-
ous facilities being estab-
lished for the convenience 
of  devotees and reviewed 
preparations related to 
accommodation, drinking 
water supply, sanitation, 
power supply, healthcare 
services, security, traffic 
management and other 
essential arrangements.

Deputy Commissioner 
Ganderbal, Jatin Kishore 

briefed the Chief  Minister 
on the level of  preparedness 
made for the smooth facilita-
tion to the devotees vis-a-vis 
sanitation, drinking water 
supply, electricity, health-
care services, de-silting of  
Nallah, additional mobile 
toilets and other arrange-
ments alongwith backup 
besides accommodation, 
and langar facilities.

Interacting with officers 

on the spot, the Chief  Min-
ister emphasized the signif-
icance of  the annual mela 
and directed all depart-
ments to work in close 
coordination to ensure 
that devotees are provided 
a safe, comfortable and 
spiritually fulfilling expe-
rience during their visit to 
the temple.

He stressed the need 
for maintaining high stan-

dards of  cleanliness and 
hygiene in and around 
the temple premises and 
instructed the concerned 
departments to ensure 
uninterrupted availability 
of  basic services through-
out the mela period.

The Chief  Minister 
also reviewed arrange-
ments for medical aid, 
emergency response ser-
vices and transportation 
facilities. He directed 
the concerned agencies 
to remain fully prepared 
to promptly address any 
requirement of  pilgrims 
and ensure smooth move-
ment of  devotees.

During the visit, mem-
bers of  the local commu-
nity and representatives 
of  various organizations 
interacted with the Chief  
Minister and expressed sat-
isfaction over the arrange-
ments being made for the 
annual pilgrimage.

Reaffirming the gov-
ernment's commitment 
towards preserving the 
rich cultural and spiritual 
heritage of  Jammu and 
Kashmir, the Chief  Min-
ister said that the annual 
Mata Kheer Bhawani Mela 
symbolizes the region's 
age-old traditions of  har-
mony, mutual respect and 
communal brotherhood.

WARIS FAYAZ

SOPORE: Relief  appears 
to be on the horizon for 
thousands of  residents in 
North Kashmir’s Sopore 
area as a major drinking 
water project under the 
AMRUT 2.0 scheme is set 
to bridge the town's long-
standing water shortage of  
nearly 15 lakh gallons per 
day till 2040.

Officials said that the 
project, being executed 
at Krankshivan Colony, 
will generate more than 
32 lakh gallons of  potable 
water daily, significantly 
enhancing the town's 
supply capacity and pro-
viding a long term solution 
to recurring shortages that 
have plagued several locali-
ties, particularly tail end 
areas. Once completed, the 
project is expected to trans-
form the water supply sce-
nario across all 21 munici-
pal wards of  Sopore.

Executive Engineer, Jal 
Shakti Department Sopore, 
Mushtaq Ahmed Wani, 
said the project is progress-
ing at a steady pace and is 
scheduled for completion 
by September 2027.

"Sopore is presently 
facing a deficit of  around 
15 lakh gallons per day. The 
AMRUT 2.0 project, estimat-
ed at over Rs 73 crore, will 

generate more than 32 lakh 
gallons daily and cater to the 
needs of  the town till 2040," 
Wani told KNO.

According to the official, 
the department continues 
to face challenges in ensur-
ing equitable water distri-
bution, particularly during 
the summer season when 
demand rises sharply.

He said misuse of  treat-
ed drinking water for non-
domestic purposes often 
affects supply in tail end 
areas, forcing the depart-
ment to deploy tanker 
services to sustain water 

availability in affected 
localities. "We have pressed 
six water tankers into ser-
vice to cater to areas facing 
shortages. Simultaneously, 
inspection teams have been 
constituted to conduct reg-
ular checks and take action 
under the Water Regula-
tion Act against misuse of  
drinking water," Wani said.

Meanwhile, MLA Sopore 
Irshad Rasool Kar, who 
recently inspected the 
project site, described the 
scheme as a landmark ini-
tiative that would perma-
nently address drinking 

water shortages in the town.
Kar said the depart-

ment would lay more than 
121 kilometres of  pipeline 
network under the project, 
ensuring improved distri-
bution and access to drink-
ing water across Sopore's 
urban areas.

The legislator termed 
it one of  the largest drink-
ing water projects being 
executed in the Kashmir 
Valley and said the over-
all investment, including 
land acquisition and allied 
works, is expected to cross 
Rs 100 crore.

For years, residents of  
Sopore have faced recur-
ring water shortages, espe-
cially during peak summer 
months. Several localities, 
particularly those situated 
at tail ends of  the supply 
network, often report 
irregular water supply and 
low pressure.

Officials believe the 
AMRUT 2.0 project will 
not only bridge the exist-
ing deficit but also create 
adequate infrastructure to 
meet the town's drinking 
water requirements for 
decades, reducing depen-
dence on decades old water 
supply chain and tanker 
services besides ensur-
ing a more reliable supply 
system for the growing 
urban population—(KNO)

Public engagement 
essential pillar of effective 
Governance: Sakeena Itoo

Dy CM chairs meeting on revival of 

customary mining activities in Kashmir
Stresses prompt decisions on sand, stone quarrying, loose material lifting

MP Ruhullah Mehdi convenes 
Public Darbar in Awantipora

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: Member 
of  Parliament, Srinagar 
Parliamentary Constitu-
ency, Agha Syed Ruhul-
lah Mehdi Thursday con-
vened a Public Darbar at 
Town Hall Awantipora to 
hear public grievances and 
developmental concerns of  
the people.

During the interaction, 
delegations from various 
areas of  Awantipora and 
adjoining regions, besides 
representatives of  trade 
bodies, social organizations, 
welfare & development 
forums, Auqaf committees, 
senior citizens and other 
stakeholders participated 
in the event. The sugges-
tions and demands put forth 
during the Public Darbar 

pertained to various sectors.
Addressing the gather-

ing, the Member of  Parlia-
ment assured the partici-
pants that issues requir-
ing policy-level interven-
tion would be taken up 
at appropriate forums, 
including forthcoming ses-
sions of  Parliament.

On the occasion, he also 
directed officers of  the 
concerned departments 
to take prompt action on 
genuine grievances and 
issues raised during the 
interaction and ensure 
their timely redressal.

The Public Darbar wit-
nessed participation from 
the public and various 
stakeholders. District and 
sectoral officers from differ-
ent departments were also 
present on the occasion.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy Chief  
Minister, Surinder Choud-
hary, Thursday emphasized 
the need for prompt deci-
sions regarding the sand 
and stone quarrying and 
lifting of  loose material 
across Kashmir to ensure 
the uninterrupted availabil-
ity of construction material 
for the public.

The Deputy Chief  Min-
ister made these remarks 
while chairing a meeting 
held to review the revival 
of customary mining activi-
ties and stone quarrying at 
identified locations across 
Kashmir.

The meeting was attended 
by Members of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, including Jus-
tice  (Retd) Hasnain Masoodi, 
Ahsan Ahmad Pardesi, Hilal 
Akbar Lone, Nizam-ud-Din 
Bhat, Javed Hassan Baig, 
and Mushtaq Ahmad Guroo 
besides Additional Chief  
Secretary, Mining Depart-

ment, Director Geology & 
Mining, Director Finance 
Mining, Joint Directors and 
District Mineral Officers.

While reiterating the gov-
ernment’s commitment to 
completely curb the illegal 
mining activities, the Deputy 
Chief  Minister stated that 
people should not face any 
shortage of  construction 
material due to restrictions 
on unlawful operations.

He called for timely for-
mulation of a comprehensive 
Mining Policy for Jammu 
and Kashmir to ensure the 
optimal utilization of miner-
al resources while safeguard-
ing the environmental inter-
ests. He stressed transpar-

ency in mining operations 
and directed the concerned 
authorities to ensure that no 
illegal mining practices are 
allowed in any district.

The Deputy Chief  Min-
ister also emphasized the 
need for effective royalty 
collection from all the com-
panies engaged in mining 
activities across Kashmir 
and called for the speedy 
disposal of  pending penal-
ties and court cases related 
to mining operations.

During the meeting, 
detailed discussions were 
held regarding the revival of  
customary stone quarrying 
activities at identified loca-
tions inclduing at Pantha-

chowk in Srinagar, Sadrekoot 
Bala in Bandipora, and other 
related locations.

 The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter underscored the impor-
tance of  balancing devel-
opmental needs with envi-
ronmental sustainability 
and directed the concerned 
departments to expedite the 
process of finalizing modali-
ties for regulated mining 
operations.

The meeting explored 
mechanisms for the struc-
tured revival of  quarrying 
activities and outlined a 
comprehensive way forward 
in the interest of public con-
venience.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter directed the concerned 
departments to work in close 
coordination and ensure that 
all decisions are taken in a 
transparent, environmen-
tally responsible and people-
centric manner, facilitating 
the availability of construc-
tion material while preserv-
ing ecological balance.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for 
Health and Medical Edu-
cation, Social Welfare and 
Education, Sakeena Itoo 
Thursday held series of  
interactions with public 
delegations and citizens at 
Civil Secretariat, Jammu, 
listening to their concerns 
and assuring them of timely 
and effective redressal.

During the public out-
reach, delegations repre-
senting different areas and 
sectors apprised the Min-
ister of  issues related to 
healthcare infrastructure, 
educational facilities, social 
welfare initiatives, public 
utilities and other develop-
mental needs. Several indi-
viduals also met the Min-
ister to present grievances 
and seek intervention on 
matters concerning their 
localities.

Giving a patient hearing 
to all representations, the 
Minister reiterated the Gov-
ernment’s commitment to 

responsive, transparent and 
people-centric governance. 
She emphasized that public 
engagement remains an 
essential pillar of  effective 
administration and helps 
ensure that developmental 
policies are aligned with the 
needs and aspirations of the 
people.

Highlighting the Govern-
ment’s focused approach 
towards improving grass-
roots governance, the 
Minister said that regular 
interactions with citizens 
provide valuable insights 
into local challenges and 
enable the administration 
to formulate practical and 
inclusive solutions. She 
added that strengthening 
last-mile service delivery 
and enhancing account-
ability at every level 
remain key priorities of  the 
Government.

She assured all public 
delegations and individu-
als that their genuine 
issues and concerns will be 
addressed on priority.

J&K SSI Manufacturers  Seek Review 
of School Uniform DBT Mode

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Local SSI Man-
ufacturers Unit in Jammu 
and Kashmir have called on 
the School Education Depart-
ment to review the existing 
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) 
system for school uniforms 
under the Samagra Shiksha 
Abiyan scheme, saying the 
policy has affected both stu-
dents and the region's small-
scale manufacturing sector.

The demand has been 
raised ahead of the next aca-
demic session, with manu-
facturers urging authorities 
to restore the earlier system 
under which schools pro-
cured uniforms directly 
from  local  SSi Manufactur-
ers units.

Among those advocating 
for the change is local man-
ufacturer Yasir Siraj, who 
believes the present arrange-
ment has failed to achieve its 
intended objective of ensur-
ing that every child receives 
a school uniform.

Under the Samagra Shik-
sha  Abiyan scheme , the Gov-
ernment of  India provides 
₹600 per student annually 
for two sets of uniforms for 
children studying in Classes 
1 to 8. Previously, the funds 
were routed through school 
heads, who purchased  their 
Requirement with local man-
ufacturers  and distributed 

uniforms to students.
However, with the intro-

duction of  Aadhaar-linked 
DBT, the amount is now 
transferred directly to the 
bank accounts of parents.

According to local manu-
facturers, while the move was 
aimed at improving transpar-
ency and reducing adminis-
trative delays, it has created 
several challenges on the 
ground.

They claim that many 
families facing financial dif-
ficulties are often compelled 
to use the money for essential 
household expenses, leaving 
children without the pre-
scribed school uniform.

Manufacturers also point 
to the growing lack of unifor-
mity in schools. Since parents 
purchase uniforms individu-
ally from different shops, stu-
dents often end up wearing 
garments of varying colours, 
fabrics and designs, defeat-
ing the purpose of having a 
common dress code.

"The intention behind 
the scheme is good, but the 
results are not visible on the 
ground. In many cases, chil-
dren are either not receiving 
uniforms or are wearing dif-
ferent styles and colours. At 
the same time, local manu-
facturing units that once 
supplied schools have lost a 
major source of  business," 
Yasir Siraj said.

He added that the ear-
lier procurement system 
supported local industries, 
generated employment and 
ensured timely delivery of  
standardised uniforms to 
students.

Manufacturers have 
proposed that procurement 
funds be routed back to school 
heads, with clear guidelines 
requiring purchases only 
from registered local SSI  
manufacturing units.

They argue that such a 
model would ensure quality 
control, maintain uniformity 
among students and pro-
vide a much-needed boost to 
Jammu and Kashmir's gar-
ment manufacturing sector.

Industry representatives 
have urged the government 
to examine the issue before 
releasing funds for the 
upcoming academic cycle, 
saying a policy review could 
benefit students, schools and 
local businesses alike.

"We are not seeking the 
removal of  transparency 
measures. We are simply 
asking for a system that 
ensures children receive 
proper uniforms while sup-
porting local production and 
employment," Siraj said.
This version reads more like 
a newspaper report, with 
smoother flow, balanced attri-
bution, and stronger human-
interest appeal.

GCW Nawakadal 
hosts Poster 
Making Event 
under NMBA

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Poster Making 
Event was conducted at Gov-
ernment College for Women 
(GCW) Nawakadal, Thursday 
under Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhi-
yan–Viksit Bharat Ki Pehchan, 
to mark the International Day 
Against Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking.

The programme was held 
under the supervision of the 
Principal, Prof. Dr. Huda Ghalzai, 
and organized by the College 
Wellness and Student Counsel-
ling Cell (CWASC) in collabora-
tion with the Cultural Activities 
Committee of the college.

The event was coordinated 
by Dr. Nuzhat Jan, Nodal Officer-
I CWASC and Dr. Asmat Ara, 
Convenor, Cultural Activities 
Committe. Dr. Waseem, Nodal 
Officer-II, Prof. Rukhsana Shawl, 
Dr. Rashma Siraj, Dr. Khushpal 
and other faculty members were 
also present at the event.

Students of the college 
actively participated in the 
poster making activity, where 
they expressed their resolve 
against drug abuse through cre-
ative artwork and slogans pro-
moting a drug-free society.

The posters highlighted the 
harmful effects of substance 
abuse and motivated others to 
join the fight against drug abuse 
for building a Viksit Bharat.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.
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Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 

Broadcasting

Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Why We Must Stop The 
Merchants Of Hate

A 
deeply unsettling shift has been quietly 
taking over our digital lives. Over the past 
year, scrolling through social media has 
felt less like connecting with the world and 
more like walking through a minefield of 

hostility. Most troubling of all is the source of this 
toxicity: individuals masking themselves as religious 
preachers, turning platforms meant for community 
into arenas for bitter, sectarian warfare. Instead of 
offering the comfort, compassion, and brotherhood 
that sit at the true heart of any faith, these figures 
have chosen a darker, more profitable path: division.
What makes this trend so dangerous isn't just the 
words being said, but who is saying them. These 
self-proclaimed leaders wield massive influence. 
Every provocative speech, every casual insult 
thrown at a differing school of thought, and every 
fiery video uploaded for clicks adds fuel to an 
already simmering fire.
The real-world cost of this digital bravado is a 
steady erosion of trust. In Kashmir, a place his-
torically celebrated for its deep-rooted traditions 
of coexistence and mutual respect, the damage is 
palpable. These cherished cultural values are being 
systematically dismantled by opportunists who 
realize that demonizing "the other" is the quickest 
way to build a fiercely loyal following.
The fallout from this rhetoric doesn't stay confined to our 
screens. It seeps directly into the minds of our youth, who 
spend a massive portion of their formative years online.
When hatred is repeatedly packaged and sold as a 
religious duty, intolerance becomes the new normal. 
Healthy differences of opinion, the very sign of a 
living, breathing society, are suddenly viewed as acts 
of war. Communities that have shared walls, celebra-
tions, and hardships for generations are being pushed 
apart by a wedge of manufactured suspicion.
We often talk about the sanctity of free speech, but 
let’s be clear: freedom of expression is not a license 
to poison society. There is a vast, undeniable gulf 
between preaching one’s faith and inciting hatred 
against someone else's.
To confront this, we need a multi-layered defense: 
Legal Accountability: Those who consistently use 
their platforms to stoke sectarian animosity must 
face the legal consequences of their actions. Platform 
Responsibility: Social media conglomerates can no 
longer hide behind algorithms. They must decisively 
ban and de-platform accounts that profit from hate.
The Power of Moderation: Responsible religious 
scholars and community elders cannot afford to stay 
silent. When mainstream voices retreat, extremists 
rush in to fill the vacuum. The voices of wisdom must 
become louder than the voices of provocation.
History is a patient teacher, and its lessons are brutal. 
Societies rarely collapse overnight. Instead, they are 
weakened slowly, thread by thread, by quiet intoler-
ances and growing suspicions until the damage is irre-
versible. The warning signs are flashing right in front 
of us. Faith should be a bridge that connects us, not a 
weapon used to tear us apart. If we continue to look the 
other way, the poison currently festering in the virtual 
world will inevitably spill over into our streets, leaving 
a broken society for the next generation to inherit. The 
time to log off the hate and stand up for harmony is now.

G7 Summit: An Opportunity For 
Reflection, Reform And Renewal

LALIT GARGG

T
he world's attention is currently 
focused on the G7 Summit being 
held in France. Leaders of  the 
seven major advanced econo-
mies have gathered to deliberate 

on a wide range of  critical issues, including 
the global economy, international politics, 
trade, climate change, artificial intelligence, 
energy security, and ongoing conflicts. At 
such a moment, a natural question arises: 
Is the G7 still as relevant and influential as 
it was at the time of  its inception? Has it 
truly evolved into an effective platform for 
addressing global challenges, or has it large-
ly become a mechanism for safeguarding the 
interests of  a handful of  powerful nations? 
Furthermore, are the actions and policies of  
U.S. President Donald Trump undermining 
the relevance and effectiveness of  this forum 
in pursuit of  narrow national interests?

The success of  international organizations 
established to promote world peace, balanced 
economic development, and global coopera-
tion is ultimately measured not by their decla-
rations but by their outcomes. Unfortunately, 
in the case of  the G7, questions continue to 
be raised about the actual impact of  its deci-
sions and commitments. In recent years, the 
organization has struggled to play a decisive 
role in resolving major global crises, includ-
ing the Russia-Ukraine conflict, instability in 
the Middle East, global economic uncertainty, 
climate change, and growing trade rivalries.

The G7 comprises the United States, the 
United Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy, 
Canada, and Japan. In practice, however, 
the direction and policy orientation of  the 
group have often been heavily influenced by 
the United States. Under President Donald 
Trump in particular, American foreign policy 
has frequently appeared to prioritize pressure 
and dominance over cooperation and consen-
sus. On several occasions, Trump has treated 
allied nations less as equal partners and more 
as followers expected to align with American 
priorities. Tariff  wars, trade restrictions, pres-
sure regarding defense spending, and a series 
of  unilateral decisions have contributed to 
growing mistrust among member countries.

The Iran-Israel conflict has further inten-
sified global economic uncertainty. In recent 
months, the violent confrontation created 
fears of  a broader regional war. Iran, Israel, 
and several non-state actors appeared poised 
for direct confrontation, with the Strait of  
Hormuz emerging as a critical flashpoint. 
Nearly one-fifth of the world's oil supplies pass 
through this strategic waterway, making any 

disruption a matter of  global concern. Even 
within the G7, countries appeared divided 
in their approach to the crisis. It is precisely 
for this reason that the unity once associated 
with the G7 is no longer as visible. France, 
Germany, Canada, and Japan have frequently 
adopted positions that differ from those of  the 
United States on issues ranging from the Iran 
conflict and climate change to global trade 
rules and the role of  multilateral institutions. 
Under such circumstances, it becomes dif-
ficult to expect the organization to formulate 
universally acceptable and effective strategies 
for resolving the world's increasingly complex 
challenges.

India's participation in the summit car-
ries special significance. Although India is 
not a member of  the G7, its growing eco-
nomic strength, expanding global influence, 
and role as a representative voice of  the 
developing world have made it an impor-
tant participant in such forums. This is not 
merely an opportunity for India to show-
case its achievements; it is also a platform 
to articulate the aspirations of  developing 
and underprivileged nations whose voices 
are often marginalized in global decision-
making processes. Across Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America, numerous countries con-
tinue to grapple with economic crises, food 
insecurity, climate-related disasters, and 
unsustainable debt burdens. Their priori-
ties often differ significantly from those of  
the G7 nations. India must therefore raise a 
fundamental question: Should the authority 
to shape the world's future remain concen-
trated in the hands of  a few developed coun-
tries? Shouldn't global governance become 
more democratic, inclusive, and representa-
tive? This is the time to strengthen the voice 

of  the Global South and place its concerns at 
the center of  international discourse.

The greatest challenge to the G7's relevance 
lies in its effectiveness. If  an organization is 
unable to prevent or resolve the world's most 
pressing crises, its utility naturally comes 
under scrutiny. The Russia-Ukraine war 
continues without a lasting resolution. The 
Middle East remains deeply unstable. Terror-
ism and extremism continue to pose serious 
threats. Climate change is pushing humanity 
toward unprecedented environmental and 
humanitarian challenges. Yet the achieve-
ments of  institutions that claim global lead-
ership remain limited. Recent reports suggest-
ing a reduction in tensions between the United 
States and Iran and a movement toward dia-
logue and reconciliation have brought a sense 
of  relief  across the world. Prolonged hostility 
had contributed significantly to instability in 
the Middle East, with adverse consequenc-
es for the global economy. As prospects for 
negotiations strengthened, financial markets 
responded positively. Investor confidence 
improved, energy markets showed signs of  
stabilization, and oil prices softened. This 
demonstrates that peace is not merely a politi-
cal achievement; it is intrinsically linked to 
global economic stability and the well-being 
of  ordinary citizens.

However, an important question remains. 
If  dialogue and compromise ultimately rep-
resented the path to resolution, why was the 
period of  confrontation allowed to continue 
for so long? Why did President Trump even-
tually find it necessary to embrace negotia-
tions and consensus-building? Was it due to 
economic pressures? Concerns about global 
financial markets? Expectations from the 
American public? Or was it an acknowledg-

ment that the politics of  pressure and confron-
tation have inherent limitations? These are 
precisely the kinds of  questions that deserve 
serious discussion within forums such as the 
G7. The international community cannot be 
satisfied with symbolic or temporary peace 
agreements. What is needed is peace that is 
durable, credible, and just. If  agreements are 
driven primarily by political image-building, 
electoral considerations, or short-term strate-
gic calculations, they are unlikely to endure. 
The G7 should take meaningful initiatives to 
ensure that peace efforts around the world 
are genuine and centered on the protection 
of  humanity's collective interests.

Today, the global order stands at a critical 
crossroads. The world is no longer unipolar. 
Emerging economies such as India, China, 
Brazil, South Africa, Indonesia, and others 
are reshaping the global balance of  power. In 
this changing environment, the G7 must also 
adapt its vision and functioning. If  it continues 
to be perceived primarily as an instrument of  
American leadership and Western interests, 
its credibility, legitimacy, and influence are 
likely to diminish further. The need of  the 
hour is for the G7 to become more inclusive, 
provide greater representation to developing 
nations in decision-making processes, take 
concrete initiatives toward economic and 
climate justice, and place global peace at the 
forefront of  its agenda. The United States, too, 
must recognize the distinction between leader-
ship and dominance. Leadership earns trust; 
dominance breeds resistance.

The summit in France should therefore 
be more than a forum for discussing eco-
nomic and political issues. It should serve 
as an opportunity for genuine introspec-
tion. The G7 must reassess its role in a 
rapidly changing world and explore how it 
can become more relevant, effective, and 
credible. Only by overcoming internal divi-
sions and embracing the principles of  equal-
ity, cooperation, and mutual respect can it 
meet the expectations of  the international 
community. India, on this occasion, should 
boldly convey that the future of  humanity 
lies in balance, dialogue, cooperation, and 
inclusivity. Lasting peace, economic stabil-
ity, and human welfare cannot be secured 
through the dominance of  any single nation 
or group of  nations. They can only emerge 
from a shared sense of  responsibility and a 
collective commitment to common progress. 
That is the greatest need of  our time, and 
it is the true test of  forums such as the G7.

The author can be mailed at lalit-
garg11@gmail.com

The Reality Of Happiness And Anger In Human Life
MOHAMMAD HANIEF

I
n every era of  human his-
tory, people have searched 
for happiness and strug-
gled with anger. These two 
emotions, often viewed as 

opposites, have shaped personal 
lives, communities, and even civi-
lizations. While happiness is cele-
brated as a symbol of  success and 
fulfillment, anger is frequently 
portrayed as a destructive force 
that must be controlled or elimi-
nated. Yet such a perception 
oversimplifies the complex real-
ity of  human emotions. Happi-
ness and anger are not opposing 
forces competing for dominance; 
they are natural elements of  the 
human experience, each carrying 
its own purpose and significance.

Modern society has elevated 
happiness to an almost sacred 
ideal. Success stories, social 
media platforms, advertising 
campaigns, and self-help philoso-
phies often present happiness as 
the ultimate destination of  life. 
The message is subtle but persis-
tent: a successful life is a happy 
life, and a happy life is one free 
from struggle, disappointment, 
and emotional discomfort. As a 
result, many people spend years 
pursuing achievements, wealth, 
recognition, and material com-
fort with the expectation that 
these accomplishments will pro-
vide lasting contentment.

Reality, however, reveals a dif-
ferent truth. Happiness is not a 
permanent condition that can be 
secured once and for all. It is a 
dynamic and evolving emotional 
state that rises and falls with cir-
cumstances, relationships, and 
personal perspectives. The joy 
associated with success, achieve-
ment, or acquisition often fades 
with time as individuals adapt to 
new realities. What once seemed 
extraordinary gradually becomes 
familiar, and new desires emerge 
to replace old ones. This pat-
tern demonstrates that happi-
ness cannot be sustained solely 
through external accomplish-
ments.

The deepest forms of  happi-
ness often arise from sources that 
cannot be measured in financial 
or material terms. Human connec-
tion, a sense of  purpose, personal 
growth, and gratitude frequently 
contribute more to long-term well-
being than status or possessions. 
The warmth of  family, the loyalty 
of  friendship, the satisfaction of  
meaningful work, and the quiet 
confidence that comes from living 
according to one’s values provide a 
more enduring foundation for hap-
piness than temporary pleasures. 
These experiences remind people 
that fulfillment is often found not 
in what is acquired but in what is 
appreciated.

At the same time, happiness 
derives much of  its meaning from 
the existence of  difficulty. Joy 
becomes valuable because sorrow 
exists. Achievement becomes 
meaningful because failure is pos-
sible. Peace is cherished because 
conflict and uncertainty are part 
of  life. Without challenges, happi-
ness would lose much of  its emo-
tional significance. Human beings 
often discover their greatest appre-
ciation for life not during periods 
of  comfort but after overcoming 
adversity. In this sense, struggle 
does not diminish happiness; it 
deepens it.

The role of  anger is equally 
important, although it is far less 
understood. Anger is commonly 
associated with aggression, hos-
tility, and destruction. Public dis-
course frequently focuses on the 
harmful consequences of  uncon-
trolled anger, highlighting broken 
relationships, social conflict, and 
acts of  violence. While these con-
sequences are real, they represent 
the misuse of  anger rather than its 
fundamental nature.

At its core, anger is an emo-
tional response to perceived injus-
tice, disrespect, disappointment, 
or threat. It serves as an internal 
signal that something significant 
has been violated or neglected. 
Just as physical pain alerts the 
body to injury, anger alerts the 
mind to conditions that demand 
attention. Far from being merely 

destructive, anger often reflects 
deeply held values and convic-
tions. People become angry when 
fairness is compromised, when 
dignity is denied, or when expec-
tations rooted in trust and respect 
are betrayed.

History provides countless 
examples of  anger functioning 
as a catalyst for progress. Many 
social reforms, political move-
ments, and struggles for justice 
emerged from collective dissatis-
faction with existing conditions. 
The desire to challenge inequal-
ity, resist oppression, and seek 
accountability has frequently 
been fuelled by a form of  anger 
directed toward constructive 
ends. When guided by reason and 
moral purpose, anger becomes a 
force capable of  inspiring cour-
age, determination, and change.

The difficulty arises when 
anger is allowed to dominate judg-
ment. Uncontrolled anger narrows 
perspective and encourages impul-
sive actions that often produce 
lasting consequences. Relation-
ships can be damaged in moments 
of  emotional intensity, and deci-
sions made under the influence of  
rage frequently generate regret. 
Prolonged anger may also affect 
physical and mental well-being, 
contributing to stress, anxiety, 
and emotional exhaustion. For 
these reasons, the challenge is not 
to eliminate anger but to manage 
it wisely.

Equally problematic is the ten-
dency to suppress anger entirely. 
Societal expectations often encour-
age individuals to conceal nega-

tive emotions in order to appear 
composed and agreeable. Yet emo-
tions that remain unacknowledged 
rarely disappear. Suppressed 
anger can accumulate over time, 
gradually transforming into 
resentment, bitterness, or emo-
tional detachment. Genuine emo-
tional health requires recognition 
rather than denial. Understand-
ing the source of  anger allows 
individuals to address underlying 
concerns in a thoughtful and con-
structive manner.

The relationship between hap-
piness and anger reveals a deeper 
truth about human nature. Both 
emotions emerge from what 
people value most. Happiness 
reflects experiences that align 
with personal hopes, aspira-
tions, and relationships. Anger 
emerges when those same values 
appear threatened or violated. 
The two emotions are therefore 
connected by a common founda-
tion: the human capacity to care 
deeply about life, people, and 
principles.

Life itself  is rarely defined by 
permanent happiness or constant 
anger. Instead, it unfolds through a 
continuous interaction of emotional 
experiences. Moments of  joy are 
often followed by disappointment, 
while periods of  frustration may 
eventually lead to growth and fulfill-
ment. Emotional balance does not 
require the absence of negative feel-
ings. Rather, it requires the ability 
to navigate the full range of  human 
emotions with awareness, maturity, 
and resilience.

In an age marked by rapid tech-

nological change, social pressures, 
and growing uncertainty, main-
taining such balance has become 
increasingly challenging. The con-
stant comparison encouraged by 
digital culture often creates unre-
alistic expectations about what life 
should feel like. Many individuals 
come to believe that happiness must 
be continuous and that anger rep-
resents personal failure. This mis-
conception can generate additional 
frustration when reality inevitably 
falls short of  idealized images.

A healthier perspective recogniz-
es that emotional complexity is not 
a weakness but a defining feature 
of  humanity. Happiness enriches 
life by providing moments of  mean-
ing, connection, and hope. Anger 
protects important values by draw-
ing attention to injustice, neglect, 
and wrongdoing. Neither emotion 
should be viewed as an enemy. Both 
serve essential psychological and 
social functions when understood 
and managed appropriately.

The reality of  human life lies 
not in the pursuit of  endless happi-
ness nor in the rejection of  anger. 
It lies in developing the wisdom 
to understand both. Happiness 
teaches gratitude for what is 
present, while anger encourages 
action when something important 
requires change. Together they 
contribute to personal growth, 
strengthen character, and deepen 
understanding of  the world.

Ultimately, a fulfilling life is 
not measured by the absence of  
struggle or the uninterrupted 
presence of  joy. It is measured 
by the capacity to experience 
emotions fully, learn from them 
honestly, and respond to them 
responsibly. Happiness and anger, 
when viewed through this lens, 
cease to be opposing forces and 
become complementary aspects 
of  a shared human journey. Their 
coexistence reflects the richness 
of  life itself  and the enduring com-
plexity of  the human heart.

(The author is a senior analyst 
and environmentalist. Feedback 
can be sent to m.hanief@gmail.
com. Twitter/X: @haniefmha)
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    The Arithmetic Of Aspiration

Why India’s Employment Question Now Turns On Permanence
DR. V. ANANTHA NAGESWARAN

W
hen Sir Arthur Lewis 
set out in 1954 to 
explain how poor 
economies grow rich, 
he located the central 

drama of  development not in the accu-
mulation of  capital, but in the migra-
tion of  workers out of  subsistence agri-
culture into the more remunerative 
occupations of  industry and services, 
a transition he rightly anticipated 
would govern the prospects of  every 
late-industrialising nation.

India stands precisely at that cross-
ing today, and the question before poli-
cymakers is not one of  whether enough 
jobs exist, but the more demanding one 
of  whether the economy can gener-
ate employment that is sufficient in 
number, formal in character, and dura-
ble enough to carry a young worker 
into a lifetime of  rising productivity 
and security.

The scale of  the task can be stated 
with some precision, for the Economic 
Survey 2023-24, drawing on the Peri-
odic Labour Force Survey and demo-
graphic projections, estimated that the 
economy must generate nearly 78.5 
lakh non-farm jobs every year through 
the remainder of  this decade, a figure 
flowing from two compounding pres-
sures, the steady rise in the workforce 
as participation deepens, and the 
labour that structural transformation 
must draw out of  agriculture, whose 
share in employment, still close to 46 
per cent, is expected to fall towards a 
quarter by 2047.

The Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat 
Rozgar Yojana, approved by the Union 
Cabinet in July 2025 and operational 
from the following month, is the most 
considered attempt yet to attack that 
deficit, deploying ₹99,446 crore through 
the Employees’ Provident Fund Organ-
isation to catalyse more than 3.5 crore 
formal jobs in the two years to July 
2027.

A worker joining an EPFO-regis-
tered establishment for the first time, 
and earning below ₹1 lakh a month, 
becomes eligible for up to ₹15,000 paid 
in two instalments, the second condi-
tional on a financial literacy course 

and held in savings, while employ-
ers who expand their payroll beyond 
an established baseline receive up to 
₹3,000 a month for each new worker, 
on terms calibrated so that even small 
firms are drawn in rather than crowd-
ed out.

What elevates the scheme above the 
familiar and disappointing genre of  
hiring subsidies is its requirement of  
six months of  continuous employment 
before the first benefit is released, 
since hiring a first-timer pays off  only 
if  the worker stays to become produc-
tive, and the condition converts the 
initial hiring into a genuine commit-
ment, assuring the employer of  tenure 
enough to repay the cost of  training 
while giving the worker the months 
within which real skills and a credible 
record are built.

Thus, it rewards not hiring, but the 
harder discipline of  retention, and 
what it leaves behind is a portable 
employability track record for the 

worker.
Its most deliberate tilt is towards 

manufacturing, where the employer 
incentive runs for four years rather 
than two, a doubling that acknowledg-
es the longer gestation of  industrial 
capacity and weights the manufactur-
er’s calculus towards expanding the 
workforce rather than substituting 
labour prematurely with automation.

Importantly, it is a stance that the 
government has recognised as essen-
tial to the country’s realisable aspira-
tion to become a global manufactur-
ing centre. Through the EPFO, every 
worker onboarded acquires a Univer-
sal Account Number and a first taste 
of  social security few informal work-
ers have known, and the early returns 
are encouraging, with some 60 lakh 
first-time employees enrolled since the 
launch, the bulk of  them under thirty 
and over 18 lakh of  them women, while 
nearly 1.77 lakh establishments, many 
of  them small firms where informality 

has long concentrated, have generated 
upward of  66 lakh opportunities.

It would be imprudent, however, to 
mistake an encouraging beginning for 
an accomplished transformation, and 
the scheme’s safeguards, its exclusion 
of  fraud-tainted establishments, its 
six-monthly electronic returns con-
firming that employment is sustained 
rather than merely declared, and its 
automated disbursement, reflect a 
welcome awareness that schemes of  
this kind must guard against reward-
ing hiring that would have occurred 
anyway.

Its true measure will lie not in the 
first year’s enrolment figures but in 
whether the jobs outlast the incentive 
that created them, and whether the 
demand it stimulates meets a supply 
of  employable young people, which is 
why its fortunes are inseparable from 
parallel investment in skilling.

It is worth remembering that job-
lessness penalises far more than 

income, eroding skills, self-respect, 
and one’s place in society, and Voltaire 
had said as much when he let Candide 
conclude that labour keeps three great 
evils at bay, namely boredom, vice, and 
want.

A scheme of  this kind is finally to 
be valued because it grasps that fuller 
meaning of  employment, treating the 
formal job not as a statistic to be tal-
lied but as the first secure rung of  a 
working life, and the task now, as 
India sets its course towards a devel-
oped economy by 2047, is to hold to the 
patience the scheme embodies and to 
ensure that meaningful employment 
for the young, which the Prime Min-
ister has placed at the centre of  the 
national project, is realised not in a 
single season of  incentives but across a 
generation of  durable, productive, and 
dignified work. (PIB)

(The author is Chief  Economic 
Advisor to the Government of  India)

From Pandit Nehru’s India To Modi Ji’s Bharat

HARDEEP SINGH PURI

O
n 10 June, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi becomes 
the longest continuously 
serving democratically 
elected Prime Minister in 

our history. Having served the Indian 
state across much of  the journey in 
between, I can say the achievement 
is not the length of  the tenure. It is 
what the office has been made to do.

On 10 June 2026, Modi ji completes 
his 4,399th consecutive day in office, 
one more than Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru served from his first elected 
government in 1952 until his death 
in 1964. The qualifier is worth keep-
ing, because Pandit Nehru, measured 
from 1947, still holds the record for 
the longest unbroken tenure.

What Modi ji has surpassed is 
the mark for the longest continuous 
tenure of  an elected head of  govern-
ment in the Republic’s history. I have 
spent my working life inside the state 
that lies between those two dates, and 
the milestone interests me less for 
its arithmetic than for what it allows 
one to measure. Pandit Deendayal 
Upadhyaya taught that a government 
should be judged by what reaches the 
last person in the line, by Antyodaya. 
The distance from Pandit Nehru’s 
India to Modi ji’s Bharat is the dis-
tance the last person has travelled.

A fair account begins with what 
Pandit Nehru inherited. He inherited 
a partitioned subcontinent scarred 
by the largest forced migration in his-
tory, an economy drained by two cen-
turies of  colonial extraction, a people 
of  whom fewer than one in five could 
read, and a life expectancy in the 
early thirties. From that inheritance 
he built a constitutional democracy 
that held, while one newly free nation 
after another fell to the general or the 
strongman.

The Planning Commission set the 
direction, the public sector held the 
commanding heights, and a system of  
licences decided who might produce 

what. The universities, the labora-
tories, the atomic and space pro-
grammes, the steel towns: the insti-
tutional spine of  independent India 
was laid in those years. I joined the 
Foreign Service in 1974, and the India 
I represented was a serious country 
that had chosen to manage scarcity 
with as much dignity as its machin-
ery allowed.

The cost of  that settlement became 
visible by the time I was a mid-career 
officer. The state had learned to allo-
cate, but it had not learned to deliv-
er. The distance between a scheme 
announced in Delhi and a benefit 
received in a village was where the 
money vanished. A former prime 
minister’s own admission, that fif-

teen paise of  every rupee reached 
the poor, was a verdict on the model 
itself. The state could plan. It could 
not reach.

Modi ji’s inheritance in 2014 
deserves the same honest accounting. 
He took charge of  an economy the 
markets had filed among the Fragile 
Five, weighed down by stalled proj-
ects, double-digit inflation fresh in 
memory, and corruption that had 
corroded public faith in the state 
itself. His answer was a different 
machine altogether.

The Planning Commission gave 
way to the NITI Aayog, which con-
venes the states rather than instructs 
them. Identity, a bank account, and 
a mobile phone were joined into one 
layer, and the government began 
to pay citizens directly instead of  
through intermediaries who had 
taken their cut for four decades. 
Direct Benefit Transfer is a plain 
phrase for a decisive instrument. It 
moved the test of  governance from 
intention to receipt.

What followed was the reconcep-
tion of  the state as a platform. India 
built public digital rails, an identity 
system that works at the scale of  a 
continent, and a payments network 
the world now studies. More than 
fifty crore Jan Dhan accounts opened 
formal banking to families it had 
never reached. In the same decade, 
by NITI Aayog’s estimate, nearly 
twenty-five crore Indians moved out 
of  multidimensional poverty, and the 
economy the markets had written 
off  now grows faster than any other 

major economy. The state that once 
stood between the citizen and the 
thing the citizen needed now builds 
the road and stands aside. That is the 
substance behind the word Bharat.

I can speak to one corner of  this 
from the office I hold. In 2014, ethanol 
blending in our petrol stood at 1.53 
per cent. This year we have reached 
twenty per cent, a target once set for 
2030 and met half  a decade early, and 
the money that once left the country 
to buy crude now reaches the farmer, 
who is now an Urjadata, a provider 
of  energy, alongside the Annadata 
who feeds us.

In the same years, the Ujjwala 
Yojana carried cooking gas into more 
than ten crore poor households for 
the first time, with the subsidy paid 
into the beneficiary’s own account, 
beyond any middleman’s reach. 
This is Antyodaya rendered in litres 
and cylinders. The last person is no 
longer the one the scheme forgets. 
She is the one it is built around.

The same ledger runs through 
brick and steel. Close to four crore 
pucca homes have been built under 
the Awas Yojana for families that had 
never owned one. The metro, which 
ran in five cities in 2014, runs in more 
than twenty today. The number of  
airports has roughly doubled, and 
UDAN has put air travel within reach 
of  towns that had only watched air-
craft pass overhead. The railways 
have been electrified almost end to 
end and run their first indigenously 
built semi-high-speed trains. None 
of  this is abstraction. Each entry is a 

queue that no longer forms, a journey 
that no longer consumes a day, a roof  
that does not leak.

The fiscal architecture moved with 
the rest. The Goods and Services Tax, 
for all its early friction, gave the 
country the single national market 
that had defeated every government 
which pursued it for two decades, 
and the Centre and the states now 
compete on the ease of  doing busi-
ness and the quality of  delivery, a 
healthier contest than the older one 
over allocations.

The same confidence reshaped 
how India carries itself  abroad, and 
here I claim some standing from 
my years representing the country. 
Pandit Nehru’s non-alignment was 
the prudent stance of  a poor and 
new state that could not afford to 
choose a side. The present doctrine 
of  multi-alignment is the stance of  a 
country that intends to be courted by 
every side. India carried its Group of  
Twenty presidency to every state of  
the Union rather than confining it to 
the capital, and the framing of  India 
as a voice of  the Global South turned 
an old developmental weakness into a 
claim to leadership. A state confident 
of  its delivery at home speaks differ-
ently in the world.

A record of  this scale invites 
scrutiny, and a democracy as argu-
mentative as ours will supply it. But 
the question the office is asked has 
plainly changed, and that is the mea-
sure of  the distance travelled. Pandit 
Nehru’s India asked what the state 
could allocate. Modi ji’s Bharat asks 
what the state can deliver, and insists 
on showing the receipt.

That is why 10 June is worth mark-
ing, and why the count of  days is the 
least of  it. Pandit Nehru built the 
Indian state. Modi ji has rewired it 
to reach the citizen in whose name 
it was built. I have served the state 
in both its incarnations, and I know 
which transformation the last person 
in the line will remember. The prom-
ise that once had to be taken on trust 
somewhere upstream now arrives, 
traceably, in her own hand. That is 
the Viksit Bharat we have been asked 
to build by 2047, and it begins, as 
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya said it 
must, with her.(PIB)

(The writer is Union Minister of  
Petroleum and Natural Gas)

On 10 June 
2026, Modi 
ji completes 

his 4,399th consecu-
tive day in office, one 
more than Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru 
served from his first 
elected government in 
1952 until his death 
in 1964. The quali-
fier is worth keep-
ing, because Pandit 
Nehru, measured 
from 1947, still holds 
the record for the lon-
gest unbroken tenure.
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CM Omar Inaugurates
the Chief  Minister said the scenic lavender 

fields of  Ganderbal have the potential to attract 
visitors and nature enthusiasts, particularly 
those travelling to Sonamarg. He emphasized 
that such initiatives can create new sources of  
income for local communities while promoting 
rural tourism.

The Chief  Minister also underlined the 
importance of  reducing excessive use of  chemi-
cal fertilizers and pesticides in agriculture. He 
said the government, in collaboration with agri-
cultural institutions and experts, is working 
to promote sustainable farming practices and 
create awareness about the long-term benefits 
of  preserving soil health.

Highlighting the government's efforts under 
the Holistic Agriculture Development Pro-
gramme (HADP), Omar Abdullah said substan-
tial investments are being made to modernize 
the agriculture sector through advanced infra-
structure, mechanization, value-addition facili-
ties and promotion of  high-value crops.

On the occasion, the Chief Minister laid the 
foundation stone for a Post-Harvest Infrastruc-
ture Project for Medicinal and Aromatic Plants 
at the Model Floriculture Centre, Nunar, being 
established under HADP/ NABARD at a cost 
of  ₹538.23 lakh.

The project includes development of  an FPO 
Park with office and storage facilities, machin-
ery for processing and e-marketing of  medici-
nal and aromatic plant products, post-harvest 
management infrastructure, transportation 
facilities, establishment of  a distillation unit, 
quality control laboratory, shade-net structures 
and other support facilities aimed at creating 
a comprehensive ecosystem for medicinal and 
aromatic plant cultivation and marketing.

The Chief Minister also reviewed infrastruc-
ture created at the centre under NABARD-fund-
ed projects, including development of  a germ-
plasm centre, strengthening of farm infrastruc-
ture, irrigation facilities, farm mechanization 
and establishment of  essential oil distillation 
units.

On the occasion, the Chief Minister also dis-
tributed sanction letters among beneficiaries 
under various agriculture and allied sector ini-
tiatives. The beneficiaries received assistance 
for establishment of  Hi-Tech Poly Houses, 
Common Facilitation Centres, dairy units and 
breed-based farms, besides keys of  tractors pro-
vided under government-supported mechani-
zation programmes aimed at enhancing farm 
productivity and improving rural livelihoods.

Addressing the farmers, the Chief  Minis-
ter reiterated the government's commitment 
towards strengthening agriculture as a viable 
and profitable sector. He said efforts are being 
made to ensure that every region benefits from 
development initiatives and modern agricul-
tural interventions.

Referring to ongoing road widening works 
in Ganderbal, Omar Abdullah acknowledged 
concerns raised by affected shopkeepers 
and assured them that their issues would be 
addressed in a fair and humane manner. He said 
the government would work towards a suitable 
rehabilitation mechanism in consultation with 
all stakeholders.

Minister for Agriculture and Rural devel-
opment and Panchayati Raj, Javed Ahmad 
Dar while addressing the event underlined 
the importance of  HADP for the promotion 
of  cultivation of  crops like lavender. He said 
the department of  Agriculture is working to 
explore Medicinal and aromatic crops (includ-
ing lavender) cultivation for the socio- economic 
transformation of  farming community of  the 
region.

Advisor to the Chief  Minister, Nasir Aslam 
Wani, also addressed the gathering and high-
lighted the government's continued focus on 
strengthening the agriculture sector through 
infrastructure development, technological 
interventions and farmer-centric initiatives.

Farmers, Agri entrepreneurs, stakeholders 
and childrens from different schools also enthu-
siastically participated in the event.

Congratulating the people of  Ganderbal on 
the successful organisation of the Lavender Fes-
tival, the Chief Minister expressed hope that the 
initiative would further strengthen the district's 
identity as a centre of  agricultural innovation, 
floriculture and rural tourism.

Earlier, the Chief  Minister inspected stalls 
showcasing lavender cultivation, essential oil 
extraction, value-added products and other 
innovations in the agriculture and floriculture 
sectors.

Admin Steps Up
Ramban district, where authorities are 

strengthening infrastructure and facilities to 
accommodate pilgrims during the yatra.

Security agencies have simultaneously stepped 
up preparedness along the pilgrimage routes.

In Pulwama district, police, in coordination 
with the CRPF and other agencies, conducted 
comprehensive mock drills at multiple locations 
to assess operational readiness and strengthen 
security arrangements ahead of the pilgrimage.

The exercises were carried out along the Jam-
mu-Srinagar National Highway stretch from 
Galander to Kandizal Crossing, as well as at Kaka-
pora Railway Station and Ratnipora Railway Halt 
Station. Personnel from police, CRPF, specialised 
units, emergency response teams and medical 
services participated in the drills.

Officials said the exercises tested inter-agency 
coordination, communication systems, response 
mechanisms, area domination measures and con-
tingency preparedness through simulated secu-

rity and emergencies.
Meanwhile, security personnel intensified 

search and sanitisation operations at railway 
stations and other strategic locations. In south 
Kashmir's Kulgam district, police conducted 
extensive frisking and vehicle checks near the 
Navyug Tunnel in Qazigund, along the Jammu-
Srinagar National Highway.

Responding to a question on Muharram 
arrangements, the Divisional Commissioner said 
the administration had also initiated prepara-
tions for the observance and was coordinating 
with all stakeholders to ensure smooth conduct 
of processions.

He said Chief Minister Omar Abdullah had 
already reviewed the arrangements and directed 
officials to ensure availability of all essential ser-
vices along approved procession routes.

"For the past few years, a system has been in 
place for Muharram processions. District admin-
istrations, in coordination with security agencies, 
are making arrangements at all approved routes," 
he said.

Garg added that field visits were underway 
and officials were preparing a final checklist of  
services in accordance with the chief minister's 
directions.

"Our effort is to ensure that Muharram proces-
sions are held smoothly during the tourist season 
so that there is no inconvenience either to par-
ticipants or to tourists visiting Kashmir," he said.

Earlier, Director General of Police (DGP) Nalin 
Prabhat on Thursday flagged off 45 specialised 
Mountain Rescue Teams deployed at 21 locations 
along the Amarnath Yatra routes and the cave 
shrine to strengthen emergency response during 
the pilgrimage.

Stressing the growing threat of cloudbursts 
and landslides in mountainous areas, he said the 
teams would play a crucial role in rescue opera-
tions.

Prabhat also highlighted the importance of  
training and lauded coordinated efforts by SDRF, 
police, BSF and SSB personnel.

The 38-day annual pilgrimage to the Amarnath 
cave shrine in south Kashmir is scheduled to com-
mence on July 3 amid heightened security and 
elaborate logistical arrangements across Jammu 
and Kashmir—(KNO) 

Rain, Hailstorm
and mudslides, particularly in hilly and vul-

nerable areas of  Tangdhar, Kupwara, Kuker-
nag, Banihal and Kishtwar.

The fresh spell of  rain brought a temporary 
relief  from warm conditions in several areas, 
although authorities advised residents and 
travellers to remain cautious due to the pos-
sibility of  sudden changes in weather.

The MeT Department has forecast gener-
ally cloudy weather across Jammu and Kash-
mir from June 19 to June 22, with one or two 
spells of  light rain, brief  intense showers, 
thunderstorms, lightning, hailstorms and 
gusty winds likely at many places.

Weather activity is expected to continue 
between June 23 and June 25, with partly to 
generally cloudy skies and light rain or brief  
showers at scattered locations across the 
Union Territory, the department said, adding 
that there is possibility of  isolated hailstorms 
and intense showers during the next five days 
and urged people living in landslide-prone 
and flood-prone areas to remain alert.

As a precautionary measure, the MeT 
Centre advised people to stay away from loose 
structures, electric poles, wires and old trees 
during thunderstorms. It also recommended 
suspension of  boating and shikara operations 
on water bodies whenever strong winds, light-
ning or thunderstorms occur.

Farmers and orchard owners have been 
advised to undertake spraying operations 
during early morning hours when weather 
conditions are comparatively stable.

Officials said district administrations and 
disaster management agencies were monitor-
ing the situation and would remain prepared 
to respond to any weather-related emergency 
in vulnerable areas—(KNO)

Preparedness, Training
that while individual forces may possess 

high levels of  training, effective disaster 
response requires coordinated preparation 
and seamless cooperation among all agencies.

“No matter how good the training of  indi-
vidual forces is, unless we train together for 
interoperability, we cannot achieve the goal of  
jointness and jointmanship,” he said.

DGP Prabhat also congratulated the SDRF 
team for conducting a joint training capsule 
aimed at improving interoperability and coor-
dinated deployment during rescue missions, 
terming it a first-of-its-kind initiative.

Describing NDRF as the “flag bearer” of  
disaster management in the country, the 
DGP said other agencies should learn from 
its standards of  training, equipment and 
preparedness. “We would like to learn best 
practices from NDRF and adopt them to fur-
ther strengthen our response mechanism,” 
he said.

Expressing confidence ahead of  the forth-
coming Amaranth Yatra, the DGP said, “I 
expect all participating agencies to maintain 
the same high standards of  professionalism 
and performance demonstrated in previous 
rescue operations.”— (KNO)

CAT Stays SKUAST-K

petitioner claimed that objections regard-
ing the candidate’s eligibility were ignored 
and that repeated representations highlight-
ing the alleged irregularities were brushed 
aside by the university authorities.

The petitioner further contends that Rather 
does not possess the requisite experience as 
a cameraman in short films, documentaries, 
and news packages, an essential requirement 
under the advertisement notification.

The case has raised disturbing questions 
about transparency and fairness in recruit-
ment within one of  Jammu and Kashmir’s 
premier institutions. The petition alleges 
that eligibility records were altered without 
explanation and that established procedures 
were compromised to ensure the selection of  
a preferred candidate.

Aggrieved by the University’s failure to con-
sider his representation dated May 25, 2026, 
Sheikh approached CAT under Section 19 of  
the Administrative Tribunals Act, 1985. The 
Tribunal has now stayed the recruitment pro-
cess pending further verification.

The case highlights the growing concern 
over the use of  unrecognised qualifications 
in public recruitment and raises serious 
questions about the verification mechanisms 
employed by universities and other public 
institutions.

Taking note of  the allegations, the Central 
Administrative Tribunal has stayed further 
proceedings relating to the appointment, 
effectively halting the recruitment process 
until the matter is examined in detail.

When contacted Deputy Registrar, SKUAST-
K, Mir Rashid, he didn’t received call from this 
reporter despite many attempts.

The controversy has triggered widespread 
debate among job aspirants, many of  whom 
view the case as a litmus test for accountabil-
ity and transparency in public recruitment.

The matter will be heard next on July 22, 
2026.

Chief Secy Assesses The
economy opportunities of  J&K owing to the 

large tourism footfall, extensive pilgrimage cir-
cuits, a well established horticulture economy 
worth nearly ₹12,000 Cr and the geographical 
realities of  mountainous terrain. Accordingly, 
the policy proposes an implementation architec-
ture tailored specifically to the capacities and 
circumstances of  different urban local bodies 
and regions.

A key feature of  the policy, as highlighted by 
the Commissioner Secretary, Mandeep Kaur 
is the adoption of  a 'Differentiated Circularity 
Framework', under which urban local bodies 
will be assigned implementation responsi-
bilities according to their operational capac-
ity, waste generation levels and infrastructure 
readiness.

Under the proposed framework, she made out 
that the smaller and remote urban local bodies 
will adopt a Basic Circular Model centred on 
waste reduction, reuse and aggregation. These 
local bodies will establish ward-level Reduce-
Reuse-Recycle (RRR) centres, encourage house-
hold composting, create collection systems for 
recyclables and rely upon cluster-level process-
ing facilities rather than investing in expensive 
standalone infrastructure. The model seeks to 
minimise transportation costs while ensuring 
effective waste recovery in geographically chal-
lenging regions.

The roadmap also envisages medium-sized 
urban local bodies implementing the Circu-
lar+ Model, which introduces decentralised 
composting systems, mini material recovery 
facilities, small-scale biogas plants, repair-and-
reuse initiatives and strengthened compliance 
mechanisms for bulk waste generators. The 
model focuses on local processing of  wet waste 
while building stronger recycling and recovery 
systems.

For Jammu and Srinagar cities, the Com-
missioner JMC, Devansh Yadav elucidated that 
the policy proposes an advanced Circular++ 
Model, positioning both cities as regional cir-
cular economy anchors.

He revealed that the model envisages inte-
grated resource recovery systems comprising 
city-wide segregation, biomethanation and 
compressed biogas facilities, construction and 
demolition waste processing plants, bulk waste 
generator compliance mechanisms, wastewater 
reuse through sewage treatment plants, digital 
traceability systems and regional support func-
tions for surrounding urban centres. The two 
capital cities are expected to serve as process-
ing and market hubs for higher-order circular 
economy activities.

The presentation further highlighted the 
adoption of  a Cluster-Based Circular Economy 
Modelfollowing a hub-and-spoke architecture 
wherein advanced processing infrastructure 
is concentrated at strategic hubs while smaller 
urban centres function as collection and aggre-
gation nodes.

Seven priority circular economy clusters 
have been proposed, namely the Jammu Met-
ropolitan Urban Materials and Construction & 
Demolition Cluster; Srinagar Valley Organics 
and Lake-Sensitive Circularity Cluster; Apple 
and Horticulture Biomass Cluster; Pilgrim-
age and Tourism Circular Services Cluster; 
Artisan, Silk and Upcycling Cluster; Mountain 
Decentralised Circular Livelihoods Cluster; 
and Urban Water Reuse and Sludge Recovery 
Cluster.

The framework also identifies nine prior-
ity value chains for intervention including 
municipal dry waste recovery, organic waste 
and bio-inputs, plastic and packaging recovery, 

horticulture biomass, tourism and pilgrimage 
waste management, construction and demoli-
tion waste recycling, wastewater reuse, repair 
and refurbishment systems, and artisan-based 
circular production networks.

To ensure effective implementation, the 
policy proposes a six-pillar architecture com-
prising regulatory reforms, financial mecha-
nisms, institutional arrangements, market 
development systems, digital governance tools 
and livelihood-generation initiatives.

The implementation roadmap has been 
structured into four phases. The first phase 
will focus on institutional activation, baseline 
assessments, tiering of  urban local bodies and 
infrastructure preparation for the smooth and 
flawless implementation of  the framework.

The second phase will concentrate on pilot 
clusters, compliance systems and market activa-
tion. The third phase envisages scaling-up and 
replication across the Union Territory, while the 
final phase focuseson mature circular systems, 
cost recovery and long-term sustainability.

The Chief Secretary stressed the importance 
of  developing a practical, technology-driven 
and financially sustainable framework capable 
of  delivering measurable environmental, eco-
nomic and social outcomes. He emphasised the 
need for strong inter-departmental coordina-
tion, effective convergence of  existing schemes 
and robust digital monitoring systems to ensure 
successful implementation of  the policy.

He maintained that once implemented, the 
framework is expected to significantly improve 
waste recovery rates, reduce landfill depen-
dence, strengthen ecological protection, gener-
ate green livelihoods, promote circular enter-
prises and enhance overall urban governance 
across Jammu & Kashmir.

Growing Concern Over
monitor content that promotes hatred, 

incitement and sectarian discord and to take 
appropriate action against those found violat-
ing the law.

People stressed that differences in religious 
interpretation should never become a basis 
for hatred or hostility. They said Jammu and 
Kashmir's rich tradition of  brotherhood and 
coexistence must be protected from those 
seeking to divide society through provoca-
tive speeches and inflammatory online cam-
paigns.

Warning that silence in the face of  grow-
ing extremism could prove costly, citizens 
appealed for collective efforts to counter hate 
speech and preserve social harmony before 
the damage becomes irreversible.

Northern Army
with all stakeholders, vigilant security mea-

sures and comprehensive preparedness,” it 
said—(KNO)

Pak National 
authorities on both sides.
The crossing point at Teetwal has histori-

cally served as an important humanitarian 
and administrative channel for facilitating 
approved cross-border exchanges and repa-
triation procedures.

Authorities said all requisite formalities 
were completed before the Pakistani national 
was handed over to the authorities across the 
Line of  Control. [KNT]
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JAMMU AND KASHMIR FOREST DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CONSERVATOR OF 

FORESTS KASHMIR SOUTH CIRCLE BIJBEHARA
PUBLIC NOTICE

Sub;-  State Level Committee approved case file of Wood Based Units & non submission of requisite documents / 
registration fee- reg.

Whereas, on the basis of recommendation furnished by the DFO concerned, 33 case file of Wood Based Unit holders under 
S.O. 321 of 2022 dated;-04-07-2022 submitted to State Level Committee for their approval.

Whereas, State Level Committee in its 12th meeting held on 24-12-2025 approved the said case files for accord of licences 
under wood based category.

Whereas, the applicants whose description is mentioned below, failed in depositing the requisite registration fee before this 
licencing authority for obtaining of licence in their favour up to 15-06-2026.

Whereas, this office served notice on 04-04-2026 to the applicant on their home address to attend this office and deposit 
necessary registration fee and consent of Pollution Control Committee/ Board as per para 3, part-ii of the said S.O which set 
mandatory that “no new wood-based industry shall be installed/ operated without consent to establish/ operate from Jammu & 
Kashmir Pollution Control Committee/ Board.

Whereas, till date the below mentioned applicant(s) have not deposited the requisites/ fee in this office resulting non 
issuance of license.

Now through the medium of this public notice last and final opportunity is given to the following intending unit holders whose 
case files have been approved in 12th UT Level Committee to deposit the requisite documents/ fee under rules in this office 
within 15 days from the date of publish of this notice in print media, after stipulated time it will be presumed that the said persons 
are not interested and the approval granted in their favour shall be revoked forthwith. The list of defaulters is under:-

S.No Name Parentage Residence SLC Forest Division
1 Fareeda Bano W/O Late Ab. Rashid Thoker Aglar Chirat. 12th Shopian
2 Mohd. Naiz ul Kabir Ab. Kabir dar Sangam 12th Lidder
3 Gh Qadir Naik Mohd. Sadiq Naik Trali Payeen 12th Awantipora
4 Abdul Majeed Bhat & Ab. Gani Bhat Ab. Gani Bhat Wanpora 12th Kulgam
5 Ab Rashid Ganie Ab. Satar Ganie Hasanpora Taweela 12th Lidder
6 Manzoor Ahmad Dar Ab. Gani Dar Pahoo Kakpora 12th Awantipora
7 Ab. Hameed Reshi Gh Nabi Reshi Sethar Satghar 12th Lidder
8 Naseema Akhter Wf/o Nazir Ahmad Malik Chersoo 12th Awantipora
9 Mohd. Yousuf Bhat Ali Mohd. Bhat Chersoo 12th Awantipora
10 Ajjaz Ahmad Dar Ab. Rahim Dar Tumchipora 12th Awantipora
11 Mohd. Younoos Bhat Farooq Ahmad Bhat Chersoo 12th Awantipora
12 Javid Ahmad Bhat Mohd. Jabbar Bhat Reshipora 12th Awantipora
13 Mohd. Shafi Mathanji Gh. Mohd. Mathanji Pazalpora 12th Lidder
14 Ab. Hameed Parray Gh. Mohd. Parray Chersoo 12th Awantipora

(Dr. Syed Nadeem Hussain), IFS
DIPK-2318-26  Conservator of Forests,
DT: 18/06/2026 Kashmir South Circle, Bijbehara. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have changed my name from Rukaiya Mir W/o 

Gowhar Ahmed Mir (old name) to Reema W/o 
Gowhar Ahmed Mir (new name). In future I will 
be called and addressed as Reema W/o Gowhar 
Ahmed Mir. Now I want the same correction 
to be updated in my Aadhar card bearing no 
873912775367. If anybody is having any sort of 
objection in this regard, he/she may contact the 
concerned deptt. within a period of 7 days. No 
objection will be entertained aftermath.

CS directs rationalization of 
departmental cadres, timely 
conduct of DPCs

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Thursday 
chaired a high-level meeting 
of Administrative Secretaries 
to review the status of upda-
tion of Recruitment Rules 
(RRs) across departments 
and assess the progress made 
in holding Departmental Pro-
motion Committees (DPCs) 
for government employees.

During the meeting, the 
Chief Secretary undertook a 
comprehensive department-
wise review of the Recruit-
ment Rules pertaining to both 
Gazetted and Subordinate 
Services and emphasized the 
need for their timely revision 
in line with evolving admin-
istrative requirements and 
technological advancements.

Observing that the nature of  
governance and service deliv-
ery has undergone significant 
transformation over the years, 
the Chief Secretary stressed the 
importance of aligning depart-
mental structures with contem-
porary needs. He underscored 
the necessity of  identifying 
posts that have become redun-
dant over time and strengthen-
ing those that are critical for 
efficient functioning of depart-
ments.

To carry forward this 
exercise in a structured 
manner, the Chief Secretary 
directed the constitution of  
a core team under the lead-
ership of  the Commissioner 
Secretary, ARI & Trainings 
Department, with repre-
sentatives from the General 
Administration Department 
(GAD), Finance Depart-
ment, Law Department and 
the concerned departments. 
The team shall undertake a 

comprehensive review of  
departmental cadres and 
manpower requirements 
in the coming weeks to 
ensure optimum utilization 
of  human resources across 
government departments.

The Chief  Secretary 
further emphasized that 
updated Recruitment Rules 
are essential for enhancing 
administrative efficiency, 
ensuring transparent career 
progression for employees 
and creating opportunities 
for induction of skilled man-
power possessing qualifica-
tions suited to modern gov-
ernance requirements. He 
called upon all departments 
to expedite the process of  
revising and finalizing their 
Recruitment Rules within 
stipulated timelines.

Reviewing the status of  
Departmental Promotion 
Committees, the Chief Secre-
tary stressed the importance 
of  conducting DPCs in a 
timely and regular manner to 
facilitate the career advance-
ment of employees and main-
tain motivation within the 
workforce. He directed all 
departments to remove bottle-
necks and ensure that eligible 
employees receive promotions 
without undue delay.

The meeting also deliber-
ated on the framework and 
skill sets required for recruit-
ment of Multi-Tasking Staff  
(MTS). Discussions were held 

regarding the work being 
undertaken by the commit-
tee constituted earlier by 
the General Administration 
Department to examine the 
issue and formulate suitable 
recommendations for future 
recruitment.

Speaking during the dis-
cussions on recruitment of  
Multi-Tasking Staff (MTS), 
Additional Chief  Secre-
tary, Finance Department, 
Shailendra Kumar, advised 
all Administrative Secretar-
ies to clearly articulate the 
nature of skills and compe-
tencies required from MTS 
personnel in their respective 
departments.

He observed that such 
an exercise would help in 
discerning the evolving role 
of  MTS employees across 
departments and facilitate 
informed decision-making 
regarding their recruitment, 
deployment and capacity 
building.

Commissioner Secre-
tary, General Administra-
tion Department, M. Raju, 
informed the meeting about 
the number of DPCs conduct-
ed by various departments 
across different cadres and 
presented details of employ-
ees promoted since October 
2025. He also highlighted key 
challenges affecting timely 
conduct of  DPCs, includ-
ing pending litigations and 
delays in updating seniority 

lists, which have impacted 
the promotion process in 
several departments.

Earlier, Commissioner 
Secretary, ARI & Train-
ings Department, Shabnam 
Kamili, gave a detailed pre-
sentation on the status of  
Recruitment Rules current-
ly under examination in the 
department. She apprised 
the meeting about cases that 
had been referred back to 
departments for compliance 
with observations and urged 
the concerned departments 
to resubmit the revised 
proposals at the earliest for 
expeditious processing.

The meeting also 
reviewed the functioning of  
the online portal developed 
for processing Recruitment 
Rules. It was informed that 
several departments have 
already submitted proposals 
through the portal and that 
all technical issues affecting 
its operation have been suc-
cessfully resolved.

 The meeting was fur-
ther apprised that extensive 
capacity-building measures 
have been undertaken for 
departmental officers to 
facilitate effective use of  the 
portal and ensure smooth, 
transparent and time-bound 
updation of  Recruitment 
Rules across the Government

The Chief Secretary reit-
erated the Government's 
commitment towards mod-
ernizing human resource 
management practices, 
streamlining service 
structures and ensuring 
timely promotions, thereby 
enhancing administrative 
efficiency and improv-
ing service delivery to the 
people.

Sakeena Itoo chairs multi-departmental 

review meeting at Jammu
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for 
Health & Medical Educa-
tion, Social Welfare and 
Education, Sakeena Itoo 
Thursday chaired a com-
prehensive multi-depart-
mental review meeting at 
the Civil Secretariat here 
to assess medical arrange-
ments for the forthcoming 
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
(SANJY), Muharram 
observances, Monsoon 
preparedness and delivery 
of  essential public services 
across Jammu.

During the meeting, 
the Minister undertook a 
detailed review of  medical 
and allied arrangements 
being made for the Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra, includ-
ing deployment of  medical 
personnel, availability of  
healthcare facilities, trans-
portation logistics, sanita-
tion, drinking water supply 
and electricity at transit 
camps and other key loca-
tions.

The Minister directed 
the health department and  
district administrations 
to ensure round-the-clock 
availability of  medical 
staff, sufficient stocks of  
medicines, and deployment 
of  ambulances at all Yatra 
transit camps.  The Power 

Development Department 
(PDD) and Public Health 
Engineering (PHE) depart-
ment were instructed to 
ensure uninterrupted 
power supply and potable 
water.

Reviewing preparations 
for Muharram, the Minis-
ter emphasized the need 
for seamless coordination 
among departments to 
ensure the availability of  
all essential civic ameni-
ties and directed officers to 
work in close coordination 
with local committees in 
accordance with the direc-
tions already issued by the 
Hon’ble Chief  Minister.

The Minister further 
instructed the authorities 
of  Government Medical 
College (GMC), Jammu, to 
maintain adequate stocks 
of  medical equipment and 
essential drugs in hospi-
tals. She also reviewed 
the deployment plan for 
additional ambulances 
in remote and monsoon-

prone areas that may face 
connectivity challenges 
during the rainy season.

Emphasizing preventive 
healthcare, the Minister 
directed the Health Depart-
ment to ensure 100 percent 
coverage during the forth-
coming Plus Polio Day on 
June 28 and  undertake 
extensive awareness cam-
paigns to maximize public 
participation.

Taking stock of  mon-
soon preparedness, the 
Minister directed the 
Roads & Buildings (R&B) 
Department, Irrigation & 
Flood Control (I&FC), and 
Public Health Engineering 
Department to expedite 
repairs to flood-damaged 
infrastructure and com-
plete desilting of  nallahs 
and drainage channels at 
the earliest. The Jammu 
Municipal Corporation 
(JMC) and Jammu Devel-
opment Authority (JDA) 
were instructed to inten-
sify sanitation drives, 

fumigation measures, and 
scientific waste disposal to 
prevent waterlogging and 
mitigate the risk of  sea-
sonal diseases.

Reviewing public util-
ity services, the Minis-
ter instructed the Power 
Development Department 
to adhere strictly to noti-
fied power supply sched-
ules, decongest overhead 
electrical infrastructure, 
and reduce transformer 
repair time to less than 24 
hours. The Public Health 
Engineering Department 
was directed to ensure 
potable tap water supply to 
all habitations and arrange 
tanker services wherever 
pipeline infrastructure is 
yet to be completed.

On the education sector, 
the Minister directed the 
School Education Depart-
ment and Higher Educa-
tion Department to com-
plete admission processes 
in a time-bound manner 
and commence academic 
sessions without delay. 
She emphasized promot-
ing research-oriented 
education with a focus on 
Artificial Intelligence (AI), 
enhancing enrolment in 
Government schools, and 
expediting infrastructure 
projects being executed 
under Samagra Shiksha.

MP, MLAs call on Minister 
Javed Rana; raise public issues

MLA, DC Shopian 
assess hailstorm 
damage in district

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: In the wake of  the recent 
hailstorm that caused damage to 
orchards in several parts of  the district, 
MLA Shopian, Shabir Ahmad Kullay, 
and Deputy Commissioner Shopian, 
Shishir Gupta, Thursday conducted an 
extensive tour of  the affected areas to 
assess the ground situation and interact 
with farmers and orchardists.

MLA and Deputy Commisioner, Shopi-
an toured the villages of Vedpora, Daram-
dora, Magalpora, Odhu, Chaigund, Dum-
pora, Dairoo and Nadigund and other 
areas where hailstorm-induced losses to 
horticultural  produce were reported.

During the visit, detailed interactions 
with farmers were held where farmers 
flagged off  their concerns regarding the 
losses suffered due to the hailstorm.

The Duo expressed solidarity with 
the affected families and assured them 
that their genuine concerns would be 
projected before the government for 
appropriate relief  and assistance.

Deputy Commissioner Shopian 
informed the affected residents that dedi-
cated teams of the Horticulture Depart-
ment have already been deployed to con-
duct a comprehensive damage assess-
ment in all affected areas. He said that 
the based on assessment reports, affected 
growers will be provided support and 
financial assistance admissible under the 
existing provisions for the losses.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Member of  Parlia-
ment (MP), Chowdhary  Moham-
mad Ramzan, MLA Banihal Sajad 
Shaheen, MLA Chadoora, Ali 
Mohammad Dar, Thursday called 
on Minister for Jal Shakti, Forest, 
Ecology & Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana, in sep-
arate meetings and discussed vari-
ous issues of  public importance.

They apprised the Minister of  
several public welfare, developmen-
tal and infrastructure related issues 
requiring the intervention of  the 
Minister.

 During his meeting, the MP held 
detailed discussion on a range of  
issues of  public importance, with 
particular focus on development pri-
orities, governance-related matters 
and concerns affecting the people. 
The exchange also covered ongoing 
initiatives and measures aimed at 
addressing the key challenges and 
improving public service delivery 
across the region.

The MP apprised the Minister of  
several public welfare and develop-
mental concerns requiring attention 
and sought timely intervention for 
their resolution.

Javed Rana gave a patient hearing 
to the issues raised and assured the 
MP that all genuine concerns would 

be examined for redress on priority.
MLA Chadoora, Ali Mohammad 

Dar, apprised the Minister of  several 
issues of  public importance pertain-
ing to his constituency, with special 
emphasis on urgent restoration 
of  the irrigation canal at Madbal, 
Chadoora, which was damaged 
during last year's floods.

The MLA informed the Minis-
ter that the canal serves as a vital 
source of  irrigation for agricultural 
lands in several villages, including 
Doyan, Durbugh, Yarikalan, Check-
pora, Buchroo and Wathoora. He 
expressed concern over the hard-
ships being faced by the farmers 
and sought immediate intervention 
for restoration and rehabilitation 
of the canal to ensure timely water 
availability during the ongoing agri-
cultural season.

Besides the irrigation issue, the 
MLA also raised several other mat-
ters concerning the public welfare, 
development and civic amenities 
in different parts of  the constitu-
ency and requested for their early 
resolution.

MLA Banihal, Sajad Shaheen also 
raised constituency specific issues 
and requested the personal interven-
tion of the Minister to address the 
bottlenecks in order to ensure smooth 
implementation of welfare schemes 
and measures in his constituency.

Kulgam admin felicitates 
Winners of District-Level 
Competitions under NMBA

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: District 
Administration Kulgam 
Thursday organized a 
grand Felicitation Cer-
emony at the Auditorium 
Hall, Kulgam, to honour 
the winners and outstand-
ing participants of  various 
competitions conducted 
under the aegis of  the 
100-Day Special Campaign 
against Drug Abuse under 
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhi-
yan (NMBA).

The event celebrated the 
achievements of  students 
and youth who participated 
in district-level competitions 
held across schools, blocks 
and municipal areas, includ-
ing Essay Writing, Painting, 
Speech and Slogan Writing 
Competitions, as well as 
Sports Tournaments, Mara-
thon Events and the District 
Ideathon.

The competitions wit-
nessed enthusiastic partic-
ipation from thousands of  
students and youth across 
the district and served 
as a powerful medium to 
spread awareness about 
the harmful effects of  sub-
stance abuse while promot-
ing creativity, healthy life-
styles, sportsmanship and 
community engagement.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Deputy Commis-
sioner Kulgam, Shahzad 
Alam, congratulated all the 
winners and participants 
for their remarkable per-
formances and appreciated 
their contribution towards 
strengthening the move-
ment for a drug-free society.

 He emphasized that the 
fight against drug abuse 
requires active participa-

tion of  youth, educational 
institutions, parents and 
civil society and high-
lighted that such initia-
tives help channelize the 
energy and talent of  young 
people towards construc-
tive pursuits.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner further stated that 
the District Administra-
tion remains committed 
to creating platforms for 
youth engagement through 
sports, innovation, cultural 
activities and awareness 
programmes. He urged the 
youth to become ambas-
sadors of  the Nasha Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyan and play an 
active role in spreading the 
message of  a healthy, drug-
free and progressive society.

During the ceremony, 
cash prizes, certificates, 
trophies and mementos 
were presented to winners 
and top performers from 
various competitions. Spe-
cial recognition was also 
accorded to participants 
of  the District Ideathon for 
their innovative ideas and 
contributions.

The event was attended 
by officers from various 
departments, representa-
tives of  educational insti-
tutions, teachers, students, 
parents and members of  
civil society.

The felicitation cer-
emony marked another 
significant milestone in the 
district's ongoing efforts 
under the 100-Day Special 
Campaign against Drug 
Abuse, reaffirming the 
collective resolve of  the 
people of  Kulgam towards 
building a Nasha Mukt 
Kulgam and a Nasha Mukt 
Jammu & Kashmir.

SWD Srinagar organizes Awareness 
Camp on Women Legal Entitlement

DIPR's Cultural Unit conducts Drug 
Awareness Programme in Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Social Wel-
fare Department (SWD)- 
SANKALP Hub for 
Empowerment of  Women 
Srinagar, organized an 
awareness camp on wom-
en's legal entitlements, 
including legal aid and 
legal counsel, at Angan-
wadi Zone Lal Bazar, Sri-
nagar Thursday.

The programme was 
aimed at creating aware-
ness among women 
regarding their legal rights 
and the various support 
mechanisms available to 
them for accessing justice. 
A large number of  women 
from the area participated 
in the camp and actively 
engaged in the interactive 
sessions.

Officials from SANK-
ALP-HEW Srinagar high-
lighted the importance 
of  legal awareness and 
informed participants 
about free legal aid servic-
es, legal counseling facili-

ties, women's rights under 
various laws, protection 
against domestic violence, 
inheritance rights, and 
other welfare measures 
available through govern-
ment agencies.

The participants were 
encouraged to seek legal 
assistance whenever 
required and were educat-
ed about the procedures 
for availing free legal aid 
through the concerned 
authorities.

The officials empha-
sized that legal empower-
ment is essential for ensur-
ing gender equality and 
enabling women to make 
informed decisions about 
their lives and well-being.

Officials of  SANKALP-
HEW Srinagar reiterated 
their commitment to pro-
moting awareness and 
strengthening access to 
justice for women through 
regular outreach pro-
grammes and awareness 
campaigns at the grass-
roots level.
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SRINAGAR: Cultural Unit 
of  the Department of  Infor-
mation and Public Relations 
(DIPR), Kashmir, organized 
an awareness programme 
under the Nasha Mukt 
Jammu & Kashmir Abhiyan 
(NMJKA) at Greenland Para-
medical College, Sangeen 
Darwaza, Hawal, Srinagar.

The programme aimed at 
sensitizing students about 
the harmful effects of  
drug abuse and the impor-
tance of  leading a healthy, 
addiction-free life. Students 
actively participated in the 
event and delivered insight-
ful speeches highlighting 
the ill effects of  substance 
abuse on individuals, fami-
lies, and society.

A short play depicting the 
dangers of  drug addiction 

was presented by the artists 
of  Mehak Dramatic Club. The 
impactful and engaging per-
formance received enthusi-
astic applause from the audi-
ence for effectively conveying 
the anti-drug message.

Student speakers who 
participated in the pro-
gramme were felicitated 
for their contribution and 
awareness efforts.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, AECO, Cultural Unit 
Kashmir, Syed Shakeel 
Shan, stressed the vital role 
of  parental care and guid-
ance in preventing sub-
stance abuse among youth. 
He also gave a detailed brief-
ing on the ongoing Nasha 
Mukt Jammu & Kashmir 
Abhiyan and emphasized 
the collective responsibility 
of  society in combating the 
menace of  drugs.
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'The main thing is that 
we ended up on the right 
side', says Dercksen after 
SA’s first T20 WC win

IANS

BIRMINGHAM: South 
Africa’s seam-bowling 
all‑rounder Annerie 
Dercksen admitted she felt 
immense relief  after the 
side beat Pakistan by two 
wickets to register their 
first win of  the ICC Wom-
en’s T20 World Cup, adding 
that ending up on the right 
side of  the result was the 
main thing for them.

Promoted to number 
three, Annerie struck 52 - 
her maiden T20 World Cup 
half‑century – to take the 
Proteas over the line in a 
chase of  127 at Edgbaston. 
"I said to the team I'm prob-
ably going to die 30 years 
before I should, because we 
have a knack of  doing this, 
but the main thing is that 
we ended up on the right 
side.

"We've done it a couple 
of  times in World Cups 
now. Credit to the team, 
credit to the people coming 
in and pulling that game 
through for us, because I 
think at one stage the odds 
were probably stacked 
against us a little. I'm just 
really proud of  the fact that 
we were able to pull that 
through.

“It’s crucial as it’s 
always nice to get some 
momentum with a win. 
We’re well aware that 
every game now is sort 
of  do-or-die for us. We’re 
very happy that we could 
get some momentum going 
into the next game (against 
India at Old Trafford on 
Sunday),” said Annerie 
after the game ended.

She also backed the Pro-

teas team management’s 
decision to promote her to 
one-down, despite the move 
not working out in their 
tournament opening defeat 
to Australia. "It's quite nice. 
I've been doing it for a while 
in ODI cricket so it hasn't 
been too foreign to me.

“It's quite nice to face 
the ball when you're in the 
Powerplay and only have 
two fielders out and a hard 
new ball. Obviously there's 
gonna be games like the 
last one where it doesn't 
pay off, but I am fortunate 
that it came out on the 
right side here."

Annerie’s aggressive 
approach against the spin-
ners was decisive, particu-
larly after South Africa suf-
fered early setbacks in the 

chase. “I wouldn’t say it’s a 
concern. I’m more proud of  
the fact that we were able 
to pull it through.

“It was a tough wicket. 
I thought their spinners 
bowled exceptionally well 
and we probably lost a 
couple of  wickets at cru-
cial stages. But all in all, 
we’re still very confident 
that we’re a phenomenal 
batting line-up.

"We've been fortunate 
enough to play a lot of  
teams in the subconti-
nent recently, and we also 
had Pakistan tour South 
Africa, so maybe, without 
realising it, I got to work on 
my game against spin. And 
it was something I made a 
conscious effort about as 
well," she added.

Boxing World Cup: Minakshi 

advances to quarters in China
IANS

GUIYANG: Indian boxer 
Minakshi secured a win 
on the fourth day of  the 
Boxing World Cup (Stage 
2) in China, moving on to 
the quarterfinals in her 
weight class.

Minakshi, the reigning 
48kg World Champion and 
current World No. 1, now 
competing in the women's 
51kg category, secured a 
decisive 5-0 unanimous 
decision victory over 
Poland's Natalia Kucze-
wska, advancing in the 
competition.

On day four, Abhinash 
Jamwal (65kg) was elimi-
nated after losing 0-5 to 
Kyrgyzstan's Mirzokhid 
Imamnazarov.

So far in the tourna-
ment, five Indian boxers 
have reached the quar-
terfinals: Nikhil (55kg), 
Deepak (70kg), Minakshi 
(51kg), Prachi (57kg), and 
Saneh (65kg). Additional-
ly, Jyoti (48kg) and Jugnoo 
(85kg) have secured medals 
by advancing to the semi-
finals.

Jyoti was a late addition 
to India’s squad as the BFI 
expanded the 18-member 

squad to 20, adding Aakash 
alongside in the 75kg cat-
egory as India’s contin-
gent saw 10 male and 10 
female boxers represent 
the nation.

“Our foremost respon-
sibility is towards the 
athletes. International 
competitions play a vital 
role in a boxer's develop-
ment, and every deserving 
athlete should have the 
opportunity to test them-
selves against the best 
in the world. Jyoti and 
Aakash have worked hard 
to earn this chance, and it 
is important that they are 
able to compete, gain valu-
able exposure against top 

international opponents 
and further their develop-
ment at the highest level,” 
Ajay Singh, President of  
the Boxing Federation of  
India, had said.

On Day 5, four Indian 
boxers will compete in 
their quarterfinal match-
es. In the women's cat-
egory, Minakshi (51kg) 
will face Kazakhstan's 
Alua Balkibekova, Saneh 
(65kg) will face Poland's 
Kinga Krowka, and Prachi 
(57kg) will face Shih Yi 
Wu of  Chinese Taipei. In 
the men's division, Nikhil 
(55kg) will go up against 
Azerbaijan's Amin Mam-
madzada.

Tommy Paul notches 7th straight win at Queen’s Club
IANS

LONDON: Tommy Paul of  
the United States continued 
his march in the HSBC Cham-
pionships at the Queen's Club 
in London, bringing out some 
of  his best tennis to get the 
better of  Botic van de Zan-
dschulp, progressing to the 
quarterfinals on Thursday.

The 29-year-old Paul came 
up with a gritty second-round 
display to defeat Van de Zan-
dschulp 7-6(5), 6-3 and extend 
his winning streak at the 
grass-court ATP 500 event 
to seven matches. Paul, who 
lifted the title at Queen’s Club 
in 2024 before missing last 
year’s event through injury, 
recovered from an unsteady 
start and struck a series of  
brilliant winners to book his 
return to the quarter-finals.

After dropping serve in 
the opening game, Paul found 
himself  in a nervy first set 

that featured four breaks of  
serve between the pair. How-
ever, the eighth seed raised 
his level when it mattered 
most, delivering a composed 
tie-break performance before 
taking control in the second 
set.

Having withdrawn from 
the 2025 edition due to an 
abdominal injury, Paul has 
wasted little time making 
his mark on his return. 
The American now boasts 
an impressive 9-2 record at 
Queen’s Club, according to 
the Infosys ATP Win/Loss 
Index, having defeated five 
Top-50 opponents on his way 
to the 2024 title.

In the quarter-finals in 
west London, Paul will face 
fourth seed Alejandro Davi-
dovich Fokina, who earlier 
eased past the dangerous 
Corentin Moutet 6-4, 6-3 in 
one hour, 39 minutes. Davi-
dovich Fokina now leads the 

Frenchman 3-0 in their Lexus 
ATP head-to-head series, 
having also beaten him in 
Hamburg last month.

“We know each other very 
well, so it’s difficult to play 
against a friend,” Davidovich 
Fokina said of  Moutet. “He’s 
a very tricky player. You 
never know what the next 
shot is going to be… Today, 
the conditions were hotter, 
but I knew that I needed to be 
focused on myself.”

“I was just worried about 
my end of  the court, really, 
and not worried about play-
ing the other guy,” Paul said 
in his on-court interview. “I 
just tried to make my first 
serves. I think I could have 
done a better job of that today. 
I don’t think either of  us 
played too many points where 
they finished at the net. There 
were a lot of  baseline points, 
but I think the ball striking 
was good today,” he said.
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2026 FIFA WC: Mokoena's late equaliser 

helps South Africa hold Czechia
IANS

ATLANTA: South Africa 
fought back from a goal 
deficit to hold Czechia to 
a 1-1 draw in a Group A 
clash at Atlanta Stadium 
on Thursday, scoring their 
first point of  the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup.

Teboho Mokoena’s 
83rd-minute penalty 
cancelled out Michal 
Sadilek’s early opener as 
South Africa and Czechia 
shared the points at the 
Atlanta Stadium, the 
result leaving both sides 
on one point from two 
matches.

Czechia coach Miroslav 
Koubek had called for a 
“fast start” from his side 
after they lost their opener 
to South Korea, and his 
men responded and scored 
the opener with the match 
in the sixth minute of  
the match. Adam Hlozek 
crossed from the right, and 

Alexandr Sojka’s canny, 
first-time touch released 
Sadilek, who lashed it past 
Ronwen Williams.

Sadilek's goal was the 
fastest in this World Cup 
after five minutes and eight 
seconds. Felix Nmecha 
took eight seconds longer 

to net for Germany against 
Curaçao.

The two sides created 
many chances but could 
not find another goal as 
they went for the breather 
with Czechia leading 1-0.

South Africa manager 
Hugo Broos introduced 

Relebohile Mofokeng 
for the second half  and, 
though the 21-year-old 
duly flickered his genius, 
a Czechia backline bossed 
by the impressive Ladislav 
Krejci appeared set to hold 
out for victory.

That was until Pavel 

Sulc was penalised for 
handball, and Mokoena 
sent Matej Kovar the 
wrong way from the spot 
to make it 1-1.

Mexico and the Repub-
lic of  Korea are leading 
the table in Group A with 
three points each, with the 
Mexicans ahead on goal 
difference.

“I'm very proud of  
my team. This is Bafana 
Bafana – we love good foot-
ball, we are aggressive, we 
create chances. Yes, we 
made mistakes, but I’m 
very proud of  the perfor-
mance today. Czechia are 
powerful and very tall. We 
did very well. It’s a little 
bit of  a pity that it’s only 
1-1, but we have to win the 
game against the Repub-
lic, which will be very dif-
ficult too. If  we play with 
the same mentality, it will 
be possible,” said South 
Africa coach Hugo Bross 
after the match.

2026 FIFA WC: Ivory Coast’s Wahi denied 

entry to Canada for clash against Germany
IANS

ABIDJAN: Ivory Coast 
forward Elye Wahi has 
been denied entry to 
Canada and will miss his 
country's FIFA World Cup 
group-stage match against 
Germany in Toronto on 
Saturday, the Ivorian Foot-
ball Federation (FIF) con-
firmed on Thursday.

The 23-year-old Nice 
striker, who featured in 
Ivory Coast's opening 
World Cup victory over 
Ecuador, was unable to 
secure the administrative 
authorisations required 
to enter Canada and will 
remain in the United 
States.

The development comes 
amid reports in France 
linking Wahi to an investi-
gation into alleged spot-fix-
ing in Ligue 1. The allega-
tions relate to Nice's league 
match against Metz in May, 
where Wahi is accused of  
deliberately receiving a 
yellow card.

French prosecutors have 
confirmed to The Athletic 
that a 23-year-old Ligue 1 

footballer was arrested as 
part of  the investigation, 
though no player was offi-
cially named. The Ligue 
de Football Professionnel 
(LFP) later said it had been 
alerted to an unusually 
high volume of  bets placed 
on a booking involving 
Wahi.

In a statement, the 
Federation Ivoirienne de 
Football (FIF), the govern-
ing body of  football in the 
Ivory Coast, said it had not 
received any official noti-
fication regarding legal 
proceedings involving the 
player and reaffirmed its 
support for him.

"The Ivorian Football 
Federation has taken note 
of  the various articles and 
information published on 
this Wednesday, June 17, 
2026, concerning the Ivo-
rian international Elye 
Wahi. To date, the FIF has 
not been officially notified 
of  any judicial or adminis-
trative proceedings involv-
ing him."

"In this particularly 
delicate period, the FIF 
extends all its support to 

the player and reaffirms 
its confidence in him. Elye 
Wahi remains an impor-
tant element of  the Ivory 
Coast national team.

"The FIF also informs 
that the player will not be 
able to join the delegation's 
trip to Canada. Indeed, the 
necessary administra-
tive authorisations for his 
entry into Canadian terri-
tory could not be obtained 
at this stage. Elye Wahi will 
therefore remain in the 
United States pending the 
team's return," the official 
statement further added.

Wahi is the second 
World Cup player in 
recent days to encounter 
entry issues involving 
Canada. Ghana midfielder 
Thomas Partey was also 
denied entry for his coun-
try's opening group match 
against Panama, prompt-
ing a formal protest from 
the Ghanaian government.

Ivory Coast will face 
Germany in Toronto before 
returning to the United 
States for their next Group-
stage match against Cura-
cao in Philadelphia.


