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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication In the 12 years of the Modi govt, our nation has been rebuilt as a bastion of security 

that shields the citizens and unleashes destruction upon its enemies. Whether it 
is responding to enemies across border with the firepower of surgical strike, air 
strike and Op Sindoor, abrogating Art-370, or eradicating Naxalism. India has set 
examples of its resolute commitment to national security for the world to admire.

Amit Shah 
@AmitShah

THE HOME MINISTER ALSO CITED THE ABROGATION OF ARTICLE 370 IN JAMMU 
and Kashmir as a major step in strengthening national integration and internal security. He said the move helped 
establish a new security paradigm and contributed to greater stability in the region.

PDD Inspector 
Terminated Over  
Terror Links

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Government 
has terminated the ser-
vices of  a Power Develop-
ment Department (PDD) 
employee over alleged 
involvement in terror-
related activities.

Official sources said 
Mohd Shafi Malik, 51, a 
resident of  Arwani, Bijbe-
hara, has been dismissed 
from service. Malik, a 
12th-pass inspector posted 
at Hassanpora Tawella in 
Bijbehara, was terminat-
ed on allegations of  links 
with terror activities.

Officials further said 
that Malik is named in 
multiple FIRs registered at 
Police Station Bijbehara, 
including FIR No. 76/2017 
under Sections 302, 147, 
148, 149, 336, 212 and 7/27 
of  the Arms Act; FIR No. 
66/2018 under Sections 
147, 148, 149, 336, 427, 332 
and 341 of  the RPC; and 
FIR No. 78/2018 under Sec-
tions 147, 148, 149, 427, 307 
and 341 of  the RPC.

An official said the 
government has adopted 
a zero-tolerance policy 
towards individuals with 
alleged terror links.

Muharram Marked 
By Spirit Of Unity, 
Service In Kashmir

REHAN QAYOOM 

SRINAGAR: A heartwarm-
ing display of  communal 
harmony and brother-
hood marked the first day 
of  Muharram outside the 
historic Jamia Masjid in 
Nowhatta area of  Srinagar, 
where volunteers from dif-
ferent sections of  society 
came together to serve the 
public in remembrance of  
Hazrat Imam Hussain (RA) 
and the martyrs of  Karbala.

The volunteers distribut-
ed drinking water and juices 
among passersby and devo-
tees, reflecting the timeless 
message of  sacrifice, compas-
sion and service associated 
with the martyrdom of  Imam 

Hussain (RA).
The office bearers of  Anju-

man Auqaf  Jama Masjid also 
joined the initiative, lending 
support to the humanitar-
ian effort and underscor-
ing the spirit of  unity that 
Muharram inspires across 
communities.

Volunteers said the sac-
rifice of  Imam Hussain 
(RA) continues to serve as 
a beacon of  faith, justice, 
patience and humanity.

“The message of  Karbala 
transcends sectarian bound-
aries and teaches us to stand 
for truth, justice and com-
passion. Through this small 
gesture, we seek to honour 
the values upheld by Imam 
Hussain (RA),” P-06

Rain, Thunderstorms, Gusty 
Winds Lash Kashmir Parts
MeT Warns Of Hailstorms, Flash Floods At Isolated Places

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Several 
parts of  Kashmir 
witnessed rain, 
thunderstorms 
and gusty winds 
on Wednesday, 
bringing down tem-
peratures across the 
Valley, while the Meteo-
rological Department 

warned of  brief  intense 
showers, hailstorms and 

flash floods at isolated 
places.

Officials said 
that a spell of  
rain and thun-

d e r s h o w e r s 
affected many areas 

of  Kashmir during 
the afternoon, with some 
places P-06

From Crushing Terrorism To Art-370, PM-Led 
Regime Redefined India's Security Doctrine: Shah
Says Coordinated Efforts Against Terrorism, Insurgency Led To Improvement In Security Environment

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

NEW DELHI: Praising Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi led 
regime for fundamentally 
transforming country’s nation-
al security architecture over 
the past 12 years, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on Tuesday 
said that the decisive steps like 
policy of  zero tolerance towards 
terrorism, cross-border opera-
tions, abrogation of  Article 370 
and sustained efforts to curb 
insurgency and Naxalism have 
led to India emerging as a strong 
and secure nation.

In a statement marking 12 
years of  the PM Modi led gov-
ernment, Shah, said India has 
emerged as a strong and secure 
nation capable of  protecting its 
citizens and responding firmly 
to threats against its sovereign-
ty.

Highlighting the govern-
ment's approach towards terror-
ism, Shah said India has moved 
away from what he described as 
a defensive posture and adopted 
a strategy of  swift and decisive 
action.

He termed surgical strikes, 
air strikes and Operation Sin-
door as examples of  India's will-
ingness to target terrorist infra-

structure beyond its borders.
According to Shah, Opera-

tion Sindoor marked a signifi-
cant shift in India's response 
doctrine, with security forces 
destroying nine terror camps 
and eliminating more than 100 
terrorists.

He said the operation reflect-
ed the government's policy of  
zero tolerance towards terror-
ism and strengthened India's 
deterrence capabilities.

The Home Minister also cited 
the abrogation of  Article 370 in 
Jammu and Kashmir as a major 

step in strengthening national 
integration and internal secu-
rity. He said the move helped 
establish a new security para-
digm and contributed to greater 
stability in the region.

Shah said incidents of  stone 
pelting in Jammu and Kashmir 
had come down significantly, 
while security measures along 
the country's borders had been 
strengthened. He noted that 
around 93 per cent of  the border 
with Pakistan and nearly 80 per 
cent of  the border with Bangla-
desh had been fenced to improve 

surveillance and prevent infil-
tration.

Referring to efforts against 
Left Wing Extremism, Shah said 
Naxal violence had witnessed 
a steep decline under the Modi 
government.

He said hundreds of  dis-
tricts that were once affected by 
Naxal influence had witnessed 
considerable improvement, 
while thousands of  insurgents 
had surrendered. The govern-
ment, he added, had allocated 
substantial funds for security 
operations, training and reha-
bilitation in affected regions.

The Union Home Minister 
also highlighted steps taken in 
the Northeast, saying more than 
a dozen peace accords signed 
over the years had contributed 
to a decline in insurgency and 
improved stability across the 
region. He said violence in the 
Northeast had reduced consid-
erably, enabling greater focus on 
development and connectivity.

On defence preparedness, 
Shah said the government's 
push for Aatmanirbhar Bharat 
had significantly boosted domes-
tic defence manufacturing. He 
said defence production had 
increased from about Rs 46,000 
crore in 2014 P-06

CM Omar Unveils `100 Crore 
Development Package For B'pora

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

BANDIPORA: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Wednes-
day gave Bandipora district 
a massive developmental 
boost by inaugurating and 
laying the foundation stones 
for 18 major projects worth 
approximately `100 crore. 
These multisectoral proj-
ects span higher education, 
roads, bridges, clean drink-
ing water, urban develop-
ment, and agriculture infra-
structure, aiming to directly 
address the key needs of  the 
local population.

Major initiatives include 
the construction of  the 
Government Degree Col-
lege at Ajas (`14 crore), a 

footbridge over the River 
Jhelum at Tundipora-Hak-
bara (`10.62 crore), a female 
student hostel at Govern-
ment Degree College Bandi-
pora (`10 crore), and a school 
building at Kaloosa (`3.71 
crore). Other works include 
the Markundal-Hajin road 
upgrade (`7.13 crore), a water 
supply augmentation scheme 
(V6.66 crore), a multi-storey 
car parking P-06

J&K’s Transition Into UT Ended 

Bloodshed, Fear: LoP Sharma
Says UT Status, MHA Control Improved Security Scenario In J&K

REHAN QAYOOM 

SRINAGAR: Stating that the era 
of  violence, fear and bloodshed 
has largely come to an end in 
Jammu and Kashmir, Leader of  
Opposition and senior BJP leader 
Sunil Sharma on Wednesday 
said that region has witnessed a 
significant improvement in the 
security situation after its transi-
tion into a Union Territory.  

Talking to reporters on side-
line of  function in Srinagar, the 
LoP said that during the previ-
ous regimes, law and order was 
under the control of  the elected 
government, yet incidents of  vio-
lence, civilian killings and unrest 
were frequent.

He said in the past, “blood 
used to flow on roads and bul-
lets were fired at youth and even 
school-going children,” while 

strict laws such as the Public 
Safety Act (PSA) and other pro-
visions were used against people.

The LoP said after the reor-
ganisation of  Jammu and Kash-
mir and the transfer of  law and 
order responsibilities to the Min-
istry of  Home Affairs, the situa-
tion has changed considerably.

“Today the roads of  Jammu 
and Kashmir are not witnessing 
the kind of  violence seen earlier. 

The youth have come out of  the 
atmosphere of  fear and are no 
longer living under the shadow 
of  bullets, PSA or UAPA,” 
Sharma said.

Questioning demands for res-
toration of  greater administra-
tive control, Sharma said the 
youth of  Kashmir would have to 
decide whether they wanted to 
return to the circumstances that 
existed in the past.

The LoP further said PM Nar-
endra Modi-led government has 
been extending financial support 
to Jammu and Kashmir without 
any discrimination.

“The Government of  India is 
providing funds with an open 
heart for development and 
infrastructure projects across 
the Union Territory,” he said, 
adding development activities 
are progressing P-06

Chief Secy Reviews Progress Of 
PM Fasal Bima Yojana In J&K
Stresses On Enhanced Farmer Coverage, 
Timely Settlement Of Claims

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Wesnesday 
chaired a review meeting of  
the State Level Coordination 
Committee on Crop Insurance 
(SLCCCI) to assess the imple-
mentation and progress of  the 
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojana (PMFBY) and related 
crop insurance schemes 
across Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting besides ACS, 
APD was attended by the MD, 
J&K Bank; Director, Agri-
culture, Kashmir/Jammu; 
Convenor, UTLBC and other 
concerned officers from the 
Department.

While reviewing the 
implementation framework 
of  PMFBY, the Chief  Secre-
tary emphasized the need 
to ensure coverage of  all 
eligible farmer beneficia-
ries reflected on the Kisan 
Rin (KRIN) Portal in accor-

dance with the guidelines 
of  the Government of  India. 
He directed the concerned 
departments, banks and 
other stakeholders to work 
in close coordination for 
achieving universal coverage 
of  eligible farmers under the 
scheme.

Dulloo also called for 
leveraging the ongoing 'Khet 
Bachao Abhiyan' as an effec-
tive platform for creating 
awareness among farmers 
and motivating them to avail 
the benefits of  P-06

J&K Female Gross Enrolment Ratio 

Stuck At 46.6%, Remains ‘Deficient’
RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: With a Gross 
Enrolment Ratio (GER) of  46.6 
percent for female students 
at senior secondary level, 
Jammu and Kashmir finds 
itself  mired in the ‘deficient 
category,’—raising a question 
on the efficiency of  education-
al outreach in the region.

The recent official figures 
revealing GER of  girls at 
higher secondary level said 
that, Jammu and Kashmir has 
a deficient rate of  girls' enrol-
ment at the higher secondary 
level, with its performance 
being only marginally better 
than the states with the lowest 
enrolment in other states of  
the country.

“Meghalaya with 46.5 per-
cent GER, Jammu & Kashmir 
with 46.6 percent, and Madhya 

Pradesh 46.9 percent perform 
only marginally better and, 
Assam with 47.4 percent and 
Gujarat 49.7 percent also fall 
into the deficient category,” 
it reads.

Although these States have 
improved compared to the 

extremely low levels recorded 
in 2014-15, their current GER 
for girls in higher secondary 
education remains low. The 
marginal gains achieved are 
insufficient, leaving them far 
behind national goals of  equi-
table access.

The documents further 
reveal that only a limited 
set of  States and UTs report 
strong participation of  girls in 
higher secondary education.

It include Chandigarh with 
122.8 percent, Puducherry 
with 104.9 percent, and Goa 
(102.6 percent.

“Relatively higher levels 
are also evident in the Anda-
man & Nicobar Islands with 
97.9 percent, Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli with 94.8 percent, 
Daman and Diu 94.8 percent, 
and Kerala with 91.7 percent.

Earlier this week, as 
reported that Jammu and 
Kashmir has recorded its 
sharpest decline in student 
progression from second-
ary to higher secondary in a 
decade, with the transition 
rate falling more than 20% 
between 2014 and 2024. P-06

...NC MPs Won't Support NDA

CM Omar On Reports 
Of Opposition MPs 
Switching Sides

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

BANDIPORA: Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah on Wednesday said 
National Conference MPs won't 
support the NDA government 
at the Centre, amid reports of  
some Opposition MPs - includ-
ing those from the Trinamool 
Congress and Shiv Sena (UBT) 
- allegedly backing the BJP-led 
government.

Speaking with reporters on 
the sidelines of  a review meet-
ing in Bandipora, CM Omar 
said he could not comment on 
the reasons behind their shift 
in support.

“Neither I, nor you can 
answer this question. By sitting 
in Bandipora how can I say what 
will DMK or Shiv Sena MPs do? 
It is up to them. It is up to their 
conscience. They will go as far 
as their conscience allows them 
to go,” he said.  

He said, “As far as National 
Conference MPs are P-06

     Amarnath Yatra

MHA Team Led By Union Home 
Secy To Visit J&K On June 20, 21

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: A high-level 
team of  Ministry of  Home 
Affairs (MHA) led by Union 
Home Secretary Govind 
Mohan is likely to visit 
Jammu and Kashmir regions 
for two-days on June 20 and 
21 to assess preparedness 
especially security arrange-
ments for forthcoming Ama-
rnath Yatra, slated to com-
mence on July 3.

Sources said that the team 
will comprise heads of  para-
military forces, CRPF, BSF, 
SSB, and Intelligence Bureau 
and other key wings of  the 
MHA.  “Officers will review 
security arrangements for 

57-day-long yatra in both 
Jammu and Kashmir divi-
sions. The MHA meeting in 
Jammu is expected on June 
20 followed by a similar meet-
ing in Kashmir division on 
June 21,” sources added.

Pertinently, on June 12 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah chaired a high-level 
meeting in New Delhi to 
review security prepared-
ness for the Amarnath Yatra. 
He directed the top security 
brass to focus on ensuring 
a safe and smooth pilgrim-
age for devotees. “Safety of  
pilgrims remains the top 
priority of  the PM Modi-led 
government,” Shah said.

The Union P-06
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
MACHINERY DIVISION SRINAGAR

MECHANICAL & HOSPITAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, KASHMIR
│Fax No: 0194-2497093 │

GIST of e-Tender
e-NIT No: MDSK/TS /2026-27/11
Date 16.06.2026      

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders are invited on percentage basis from eligible contractors/ registered firms for 
the below mentioned work: -

Name of the Work
Cost of 

Tender Doc. 
(In Rupees)

Estimated 
Cost (In 

Rs)

Bid Security/
EMD in (In 

Rupees) 
Requisition letter no: Position of TS

1 2 3 4 5 6
  Servicing for 125 KVA DG Set 
installed at Anti Corruption Bu-
reau, Peerbagh Srinagar.

50/-  
39449.00  790.00

CAO, ACB letter no ACB/
Acctts/5932-33 dated 

19.05.2026. 

 Sanctioned vide No. 11  
 of 2026-27 Dated: -   

16.06.2026
The bidding document consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of   quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and 
conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the Govt. website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates 
given below :-

01 Publish date                  16-06-2026(18:00hrs)
02 Period of downloading of bidding document             16-06-2026(18:30 hrs)
03 Bid submission start date            16-06-2026 (18:55hrs)
04 Bid submission end date            23- 06-2026(09:55 hrs)
06 Date and time of opening of bids (online)            23 - 06-2026(14:00 hrs)

No: MDSK/ TS/980-84   Sd/
Date: 16  .06.2026 Executive Engineer, 
 Machinery Division, Srinagar

DIPK-2241-26
DT: 17/06/2026

Ram Niwas Sharma visits 
border villages of Uri; reviews 
progress on VVP Phase-II

Amit Sharma reviews Census-2027 

Operations in Pulwama
Appreciates district's top performance in self-enumeration phase

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Commis-
sioner Secretary Education 
Department, Ram Niwas 
Sharma, who is also Nodal 
Officer for Vibrant Villages 
Maidanan and Salasan, 
Wednesday visited the two 
border villages in Uri Sub-
Division and reviewed the 
progress of  developmental 
activities being undertaken 
under the Vibrant Village 
Programme (VVP) –Phase II.

He was accompanied by 
the Sub-Divisional Mag-
istrate Uri, Joint Director 
School Education North 
Kashmir, Deputy Chief  
Education Officer Baram-
ulla and other concerned 
officers of  line departments.

During the visit, the 
Commissioner Secretary 
held extensive interaction 
with the residents, commu-
nity representatives and 
local stakeholders at both 
Maidanan and Salasan vil-
lages. He listened to their 
concerns, developmental 
aspirations and sugges-
tions regarding improve-
ment in basic amenities 

and public services.
The residents high-

lighted various issues 
and demands related to 
infrastructure, connectiv-
ity, education, healthcare, 
drinking water supply and 
livelihood generation.

Assuring the people of  
the government's commit-
ment towards the welfare 
and development of  border 
communities, Ram Niwas 
Sharma stated that the 
Vibrant Village Programme 
aims to transform remote 
villages into self-reliant and 
vibrant settlements through 
focused developmental 

interventions and improved 
public service delivery. He 
emphasized that sustained 
efforts are being made to 
strengthen the infrastruc-
ture and create better socio-
economic opportunities 
for the residents living in 
border areas.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary also conducted a 
comprehensive review of  
the developmental works 
and government schemes 
being implemented in the 
two villages. He was briefed 
about the status of  ongo-
ing projects, achievements 
made so far, challenges 

being faced and the future 
plans envisaged under the 
programme.

He stressed the need for 
timely completion of  proj-
ects, effective coordination 
among the departments 
and regular monitoring to 
ensure that developmental 
benefits reach the people in 
a tangible manner.

Ram Niwas Sharma 
directed the concerned 
officers to maintain close 
engagement with the local 
communities and adopt 
a proactive approach in 
addressing the public 
grievances and develop-
mental needs. He further 
underscored the impor-
tance of  ensuring trans-
parency, accountability 
and quality in execution 
of  works being carried out 
under the programme.

The visit provided an 
opportunity for on-the-
ground assessment of  
developmental require-
ments and helped reinforce 
the administration's com-
mitment towards acceler-
ating the pace of  develop-
ment in border villages.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: Chief  Princi-
pal Census Officer (CPCO) 
and Director Census Oper-
ations (DCO), Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh, Amit 
Sharma Wednesday chaired 
a comprehensive review 
meeting at Circuit House 
Pulwama to assess the prog-
ress of  the ongoing House 
Listing and Housing Census 
Operations (HLO).

At the outset, Deputy 
Commissioner Pulwama, 
Dr. Basharat Qayoom, who 
is also the Principal Census 
Officer,  highlighted the 
efforts of  the district adminis-
tration towards ensuring the 
smooth, accurate and timely 
conduct of  Census-2027.

During the meeting, 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Pulwama, who 
is also the District Census 
Officer, presented a detailed 
presentation highlighting 
the district's progress under 
Census-2027. The presenta-
tion covered the progress 
under the self-enumeration 
phase and HLO, awareness 
and IEC campaigns under-
taken across the district, 
training imparted to census 
functionaries, creation and 
demarcation of  House List-
ing Blocks (HLBs), status of  
field operations, arrange-
ments for the inclusion of  
migratory populations, 
measures adopted for snow-
bound and remote areas, 
and monitoring mecha-
nisms put in place to ensure 

quality data collection and 
comprehensive household 
coverage.

Addressing the meeting, 
the CPCO appreciated the 
efforts of  census function-
aries and congratulated the 
district administration for 
its outstanding performance 
during the self-enumera-
tion phase. He directed the 
census staff  to maintain the 
same momentum during the 
ongoing House Listing and 
Housing Census operations 
while ensuring the highest 
standards of accuracy, trans-
parency and confidentiality.

He emphasized that the 
Census is one of  the most 
important national exer-
cises and serves as the 
foundation for future plan-
ning, policy formulation, 
infrastructure develop-
ment, welfare programmes 
and equitable allocation of  
resources.

To enhance public con-
fidence and awareness 
regarding the census exer-
cise, Sharma directed super-
visors and enumerators to 
properly identify them-
selves during field visits and 
proactively educate people 

about the significance of  
Census-2027.

Reviewing the progress 
of the ongoing House Listing 
and Housing Census opera-
tions, the Director expressed 
satisfaction over the prog-
ress achieved so far and 
called upon all concerned 
officers to ensure complete 
coverage of  households. He 
stressed the need for main-
taining data quality and 
directed Charge Officers 
to undertake regular field 
inspections while ensuring 
uniform quality checks by 
supervisors. He also called 
for intensified monitor-
ing and strict adherence to 
census guidelines and oper-
ational instructions.

Emphasising inclusive 
coverage, he directed offi-
cials to ensure the proper 
enumeration of  migratory 
populations and tribal com-
munities so that no house-
hold or individual is left out 
of  the census exercise.

On the occasion, Deputy 
Commissioner Pulwama 
informed the meeting that 
the district administration 
is conducting the census 
exercise with a zero-error 

approach and has put in 
place robust monitoring 
mechanisms to ensure the 
accuracy and completeness 
of  data collection. He direct-
ed all field functionaries to 
work in close coordination, 
maintain professional-
ism and adhere strictly to 
prescribed protocols. He 
further assured full admin-
istrative support to census 
teams and emphasized the 
timely resolution of  any 
operational issues arising 
during field activities.

The meeting concluded 
with an interactive ques-
tion-and-answer session 
during which supervisors, 
enumerators and field offi-
cials raised various opera-
tional queries that were 
addressed by the Director 
Census Operations and 
senior officers.

Among others, the meet-
ing was attended by Addi-
tional Deputy Commission-
ers of  Tral and Awanti-
pora, Joint Chief  Principal 
Census Officer, Charge 
Officers, district and sec-
toral officers, supervisors, 
enumerators and other con-
cerned officials.

Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan

ANTF-CB commences two-day 
capacity building programme for 
investigating officers

ADDC Shopian chairs Block 
Diwas at Kathahallan Keller

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner (ADDC) Shopian, Dr. 
Nasir Ahmad Lone Wednesday chaired a 
Block Diwas programme at Panchayat Halqa 
Kathahallan, Block Keller of  the district.

The outreach and public contact pro-
gramme was held with the objective of  lis-
tening to public issues and grievances for 
their timely redressal.

During the interaction, the public pro-
jected several issues and demands related 
to road connectivity and macadamization, 
drinking water supply, dearth of  staff  in Pri-
mary School Kathahallan, repair of  roads, 
electricity, healthcare, education, irrigation 
and other developmental requirements.

Members of the Gujjar community residing 
in the area also highlighted concerns regard-
ing basic amenities, access to government wel-
fare schemes and recognition of  Community 
Rights under the Forest Rights Act (FRA).  
The ADDC directed the concerned officers to 
examine the issues and take necessary mea-
sures as per rules for their resolution.

He listened patiently to the issues and 
grievances and issued on-the-spot directions 
to the concerned officers for their prompt 
redressal. Matters requiring higher level 
intervention were noted for appropriate 
follow up action and assured people that 
genuine public concerns would be addressed 
in a time bound manner.

He reiterated the administration's com-
mitment towards inclusive and participatory 
development and emphasized that Block 
Diwas serves as an important platform for 
strengthening public outreach, ensuring 
transparency, improving service delivery 
and accelerating developmental initiatives 
at the grassroots level.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: As part of  the 100-Day 
"Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan" 
launched on 11th April 2026, 
the Anti-Narcotics Task Force 
(ANTF) Crime Branch J&K 
Wednesday commenced a two-day 
specialised training programme 
for Investigating Officers at the 
Police Auditorium, Gulshan 
Ground, Jammu.

The programme was inaugu-
rated by Inspector General of  
Police Jammu Zone Bhim Sen 
Tuti, who attended as Chief  Guest. 
In his address, the IGP stated that 
the fight against the drug menace 
requires a multi-dimensional 
approach encompassing enforce-
ment, quality investigation, effec-
tive prosecution, rehabilitation of  
victims and community partici-
pation. He noted that well-trained 
Investigating Officers form the 
backbone of  the criminal justice 
system and play a decisive role in 
dismantling drug trafficking net-
works and securing convictions.

A total of  120 Investigating 
Officers drawn from the Jammu-
Kathua-Samba (JKS) Range and 
Udhampur-Reasi (UR) Range are 
participating. The programme 
aims to enhance the professional 
competence of  field investigators 
handling NDPS cases and strength-

en institutional capacity to tackle 
narcotics trafficking. The 100-Day 
Abhiyan seeks to combine enforce-
ment, prevention, awareness, reha-
bilitation and community engage-
ment to disrupt supply chains, 
identify drug hotspots and sensitise 
vulnerable sections of  society.

The two-day schedule includes 
sessions on the drug trafficking 
scenario in Jammu & Kashmir 
and the national perspective, 
legal provisions of  the NDPS Act, 
investigation and prosecution of  
NDPS cases, recent technological 
advancements, forensic and fin-
gerprint applications, utilisation 
of  NAFIS and case studies cover-
ing investigation from registration 
of  FIR to filing of  the Final Report. 
Sessions are being conducted by 
subject experts from the Narcot-
ics Control Bureau (NCB), senior 
police officers, forensic specialists 
and legal practitioners.

Officers of  ANTF stated that 
enhanced investigative skills, 
meticulous evidence collection 
and effective use of  technology 
are essential for ensuring suc-
cessful prosecution and deter-
rence against drug traffickers.

The programme will conclude 
on 18th June 2026 with practical 
evaluation exercises, feedback 
sessions and distribution of  cer-
tificates to participants.

MLA Mir Saifullah chairs 
meeting of Committee on 
Public Undertakings

DC Pulwama reviews NEET 
(UG) Examination preparations

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A meeting of  
the Committee on Public 
Undertakings was held 
Wednesday at the Legisla-
tive Assembly under the 
chairmanship of  MLA Mir 
Saifullah.

Legislators Ajaz Ahmed 
Jan, Pawan Kumar Gupta, 
Shafi Ahmad Wani, Rajiv 

Jasrotia, Mehar Ali, Reyaz 
Ahamad Khan, Arjun 
Singh Raju, Rafiq Ahmad 
Naik besides Chairman 
Bureau of  Public Enter-
prises Talat Parvaiz, 
Secretary JK Legislative 
Assembly Manoj Kumar 
Pandit, Accountant Gen-
eral Tsewang Tharchin, 
DG Accounts & Treasuries 
Fayaz Ahmad Lone along 
with senior officers from 
Finance Department and 
Legislative Assembly were 
present in the meeting.

The Secretary, J&K LA 
briefed the meeting on 
the objectives and func-
tioning of  the committee, 
which included ensuring 
legislative oversight of  
state-owned corporations/
undertakings and promot-
ing efficiency, economy 
and accountability in 
their operations. He also 

informed the members that 
the committee examines 
and reviews CAG audit 
reports related to public 
undertakings, identifies 
irregularities or ineffi-
ciencies, ensures financial 
discipline, verifies that the 
government investments 
are utilized properly and 
economically, investigates 
cases of  mismanagement 

and enforces accountabili-
ty. The members discussed 
various aspects relating 
to the effective function-
ing of  the Committee and 
its mandate in ensuring 
accountability, transpar-
ency and efficiency in 
the functioning of  public 
undertakings.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chairman Mir Saiful-
lah emphasized the impor-
tance of  the Committee and 
highlighted its crucial role 
in strengthening legislative 
oversight of  public sector 
undertakings. He stated that 
the Committee serves as an 
important link between the 
government and the people, 
helping to identify and 
address the public grievanc-
es while ensuring that the 
intended benefits of  various 
public undertakings reach 
the people effectively.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Pulwama, 
Dr. Basharat Qayoom 
Wednesday chaired a com-
prehensive meeting at the 
Circuit House Pulwama to 
review the arrangements 
for the forthcoming NEET 
(UG) Examination.

At the outset, the Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner briefed the chair 
on the overall prepared-
ness, including identifica-
tion of  examination cen-
tres, deployment of  staff, 
implementation of  SOPs, 
transportation plans, vid-
eography arrangements, 
security arrangements, 
and other logistical 
requirements.

The DC also sought 
detailed inputs from 
Centre Superintendents 
regarding preparedness 
at their respective cen-
tres, including adherence 
to prescribed SOPs and 
arrangements put in place 
for smooth conduct of  the 
examination.

The DC directed all 
concerned Centre Super-
intendents to ensure fool-
proof arrangements for the 
smooth and fair conduct 
of  the examination. He 
stressed the importance of  

maintaining strict adher-
ence to the guidelines issued 
by the National Testing 
Agency (NTA) and ensuring 
proper coordination among 
all stakeholders.

Emphasizing the sen-
sitivity of  the examina-
tion, the DC directed for 
adequate deployment of  
magistrates and security 
personnel at all examina-
tion centres. Dr. Qayoom 
further instructed the 
concerned departments to 
facilitate seamless trans-
portation, ensure uninter-
rupted power and water 
supply, and provide all 
essential services on the 
day of  the examination.

Highlighting the need 
for effective inter-depart-
mental coordination, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
called for a collaborative 
approach to create a con-
ducive environment for the 
candidates.

Among others, the 
meeting was attended by 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Tral, Assistant 
Commissioner Develop-
ment, Pulwama, Centre 
Superintendents of  all 
designated centres, City 
Coordinator/Nodal Officer 
NTA (District Pulwama), 
and officers from Police 
and Civil Administration.

DC Budgam reviews arrangements 

for International Yoga Day
Directs Officers to ensure District-Wide Celebrations

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: In connec-
tion with the upcoming 
International Yoga Day, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Budgam, Athar Aamir 
Khan, today chaired a 
meeting at Conference hall 
Budgam to review and final-
ize the arrangements for the 
district-level celebration of  
International Yoga Day to be 
observed on June 21.

During the meeting, the 
DC directed all concerned 
officers to ensure compre-
hensive arrangements for 
the smooth and successful 
conduct of  the event across 
the district. Stressing the 
importance of  Yoga in pro-
moting physical, mental 
and emotional well-being, 
the DC emphasised the 
need for maximum public 
participation and aware-
ness. He directed that 
International Yoga Day be 
celebrated in all Govern-

ment and Private Schools, 
Colleges, and all Ayush-
man Arogya Mandirs 
across Budgam district 
to ensure the message of  
healthy living reaches 
every section of  society.

 The DC further 
instructed all Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrates (SDMs) 
to actively coordinate and 
supervise Yoga Day cele-
brations at their respective 
subdivision headquarters 
in collaboration with line 
departments, educational 
institutions and local 
stakeholders to ensure 

enthusiastic participation 
at the grassroots level.

The meeting reviewed 
arrangements relating to 
sanitation, drinking water, 
seating, medical aid, secu-
rity, transportation, logis-
tics, publicity and other 
essential facilities.

Officers from the Youth 
Services & Sports, Health, 
School Education, Higher 
Education, AYUSH, Infor-
mation, Police and other 
line departments briefed 
the DC on their prepared-
ness and action plans for 
the event.

The district-level celebra-
tion on June 21 will witness 
participation from govern-
ment officers, students, ath-
letes, NCC and NSS cadets, 
healthcare workers, Yoga 
enthusiasts and members 
of  the general public, col-
lectively promoting the mes-
sage of  fitness, wellness and 
a healthy lifestyle.

The DC urged all depart-
ments to work in close 
coordination to ensure 
flawless arrangements 
and make International 
Yoga Day celebrations a 
grand success throughout 
Budgam district.

 Besides , ADDC Budgam 
Vivek Agarwal; PO ICDS 
Budgam, ADC Budgam, 
GM DIC Budgam, ASP 
Budgam,JD planning 
Budgam, SE R&B Budgam, 
all SDMs, ACP, DIO Infor-
mation, CEO, CMO, DYSSO, 
CHO, and all other concerned 
District officers and officials 
were present in the meeting.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 

SCHOOL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
CIVIL SECRETARIAT, J&K

Subject: Select list for the posts of Lecturer, Functional English in School Education Department.
NOTICE

Pursuant to the recommendations received from the Jammu & Kashmir Public Service Commission, Solina, Srinagar, 
Kashmir vide Letter No. PSC/DR/Lect/School Edu./Functional English (7859156) dated 26.05.2026, the following 
candidates are hereby directed to submit their valid E-Mail IDs and Mobile Numbers in the School Education Department, 
(Gazetted Section), Civil Secretariat, Srinagar, in person or on E-Mail ID: school-edu@jk.gov.in within a period of fifteen 
(15) days positively, for uploading their verification rolls on the Employees Verification System (EVS):

S.No. Name (Mr./Mrs.) Parentage (Mr.) Address
1. Azra Rashid Rashid Mohd. Sofi 52, Nai Basti, Near EEFA Mall, Anantnag
2. Naseem Ahmad Khan Akbar Khan 76, Chanahar Wayiloo Bala, Gutlibagh, Ganderbal
3. Shiksha Bala Amar Chand 84, Bhatoli, Gandoh
4. Salma Rehman Ab. Rehman Paswal 18, Baghballa, Karnah

No. Edu-Lect/114/2026-0-(7761266) Dr. Deep Novel Kour (JKAS)
Dated: 17:06.2026  Deputy Secretary to the Government,
 School Education Department

DIPK-2254-26
DT: 17/06/2026

LG, CM express grief 
over tragic Pahalgam 
road accident

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
and CM Omar Abdullah 
on Wednesday condoled 
the loss of  lives in a tragic 
road accident near Aru in 
Pahalgam, today.

In a condolence mes-
sage, the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor has said: "Pained 
by the loss of  precious 
lives in the tragic road 
accident in Pahalgam. My 
heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved family mem-
bers in this hour of  grief. 
I have directed the District 
Administration to provide 
all necessary assistance to 
those affected."

Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah has expressed pro-
found grief  over the tragic 
road accident in Pahalgam 
that claimed two lives and 

left six others injured.
The Chief  Minister con-

veyed his heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved 
families and prayed for 
eternal peace to the depart-
ed souls. He also prayed for 
strength and courage to the 
families to bear the irrepa-
rable loss.

Expressing concern 

over the injured, the Chief  
Minister directed the 
concerned authorities to 
ensure that they receive 
the best possible medical 
treatment without any 
delay. He also instructed 
the administration to 
extend all necessary assis-
tance and support to the 
affected families.

CS delineates framework for reducing multidimensional poverty in J&K
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Wednes-
day chaired a high-level 
review meeting to assess 
the current status of  the 
Multidimensional Poverty 
Index (MPI) in Jammu and 
Kashmir and deliberated 
upon targeted interven-
tions required for further 
reducing poverty levels 
across the UT.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional Chief  Sec-
retary, Power Development 
Department; Additional 
Chief  Secretary, Finance 
Department; Commission-
er Secretary, Food, Civil 
Supplies and Consumer 
Affairs; Commissioner 
Secretary, Planning, Devel-
opment and Monitoring 
Department; Commission-
er Secretary, Health and 
Medical Education; Com-
missioner Secretary, Social 
Welfare Department; Sec-
retary, Rural Development 
Department and senior 
officers of  the Planning 
Department. Deputy Com-
missioners of  all districts 
participated through video 
conferencing.

Reviewing the incidence 
of  multidimensional pover-
ty in Jammu and Kashmir 
and the indicators defin-
ing deprivation across the 
three broad dimensions 
of  Health, Education and 
Standard of  Living, the 

Chief  Secretary under-
scored the need for iden-
tification of  vulnerable 
households in each dis-
trict, initially laying focus 
on Antyodaya Anna Yojana 
(AAY) families, to facilitate 
outcome-oriented inter-
ventions.

He directed the Planning 
Department to undertake 
a comprehensive analysis 
of  the updated data emerg-
ing from the forthcoming 
NFHS-6 survey and devel-
op district-specific action 
plans aimed at improving 
individual indicators and 
accelerating poverty reduc-
tion over time.

The Chief  Secretary 
observed that several Cen-
trally Sponsored Schemes 
already provide effective 
instruments for address-
ing various dimensions of  
poverty. He highlighted 
flagship programmes 
such as the National Food 
Security Act, Ayushman 
Bharat, National Educa-
tion Policy-2020 initiatives, 
housing schemes, Ujj-
wala Yojana and financial 

inclusion programmes as 
critical tools for improving 
living standards and reduc-
ing deprivation. He empha-
sized the need for conver-
gence of  these schemes and 
augmentation through cap-
ital expenditure wherever 
required.

He further instructed 
the Planning Department 
to devise a standardized 
survey format for district-
level assessment of  vulner-
able households and work 
closely with district admin-
istrations to identify gaps 
and priority areas requir-
ing focused interventions.

Additional Chief  Secre-
tary, Finance, Shailendra 
Kumar, advised the dis-
tricts to incorporate pov-
erty reduction initiatives 
into their annual develop-
ment plans and stressed 
the importance of  focus-
ing on AAY households for 
more targeted and action-
able interventions.

During the meeting, 
Commissioner Secretary, 
Planning, Development and 
Monitoring Department, R. 

Alice Vaz, highlighted that 
the Multidimensional Pov-
erty Index captures poverty 
beyond income and reflects 
deprivations experienced by 
households across multiple 
dimensions, thereby serving 
as an important policy tool 
for poverty eradication.

She informed that the 
current baseline MPI esti-
mates are based on NFHS-5 
data and were released in 
July 2023, while NFHS-6 
data is presently under 
finalization and is expected 
to provide updated insights 
into multidimensional pov-
erty across the country.

It was further informed 
that Jammu and Kashmir 
is well on course to achieve 
Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) target of1.2, 
which envisages reducing 
multidimensional poverty 
by at least half  before 2030. 
All twelve indicators used 
for measuring multidi-
mensional poverty have 
registered improvements, 
demonstrating the grow-
ing effectiveness of  gov-
ernment initiatives at the 

grassroots level.
Among the districts,it 

was revealed that Doda, 
Ramban, Rajouri, Poonch 
and Udhampur recorded 
the steepest declines in 
multidimensional poverty 
over the assessment period. 
Rural areas witnessed par-
ticularly notable improve-
ment, with the proportion 
of  multidimensionally 
poor population declining 
from 16.37 percent to 6.10 
percent, while urban pov-
erty reduced from 3.51 per-
cent to 1.09 percent.

The intensity of  poverty, 
which measures the average 
level of  deprivation experi-
enced by multidimension-
ally poor households, also 
improved significantly, 
declining from 44.17 percent 
to 42.11 percent, indicating 
sustained gains in living 
standards and access to 
essential services.

The meeting also 
reviewed the contribution 
of  various government 
schemes towards reduc-
ing multidimensional 
poverty. It was informed 
that a broad spectrum of  
welfare and development 
programmes spanning 
health, education, housing, 
livelihoods, social protec-
tion and financial inclusion 
have collectively contrib-
uted to improving living 
standards and reducing 
deprivation across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

NIA attaches land of terror 

case accused in Baramulla

Respect, dignity of senior citizens is their rightful 
entitlement, not a favour: Sakeena Itoo

Transport Comm reviews 

Transport Preparedness for 

Amarnath Yatra in Sonamarg

JDA reclaims land worth 

₹10 crore near Jammu 

Railway Station

DG Libraries & Research visits border 

villages of Trikanjan, Chotali

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Jammu 
Development Authority 
(JDA) in coordination with 
the District Administra-
tion, reclaimed approxi-
mately four kanals of  
prime land opposite 
Mangal Market, behind 
Vaishnavi Dham, near 
Jammu Railway Station, 
in a major anti-encroach-
ment operation on Wednes-
day. The land is estimated 
to be worth around ₹10 
crore.

The JDA land had alleg-
edly remained under unau-
thorised occupation for sev-
eral years, with a number 
of  dhabas and commercial 
establishments illegally 
operated without lawful 
authority by two individu-
als. The occupants had 
earlier approached the 
High Court seeking regula-
risation of  their possession. 
Pursuant to the Court's 
directions, the competent 
authority examined the 
matter and concluded that 
the occupation was unau-
thorised and impermis-
sible under law, following 
which orders were issued 
for removal of  the encroach-
ments and restoration of  
the land to JDA.

During the operation, 
more than 30 unauthor-
ised structures including 
dhabas and commercial 
units, were vacated and 
demolished. The encroach-
ments had contributed to 
persistent traffic conges-
tion in the Railway Station 
area due to heavy vehicu-
lar movement and road-
side parking, frequently 
causing bottlenecks for 
commuters, pedestrians 
and railway passengers. 
Authorities had also 
repeatedly flagged unlaw-
ful activities around the 
encroached area that 
affected public safety, 
while food at the dhabas 
was being prepared in 
unhygienic conditions.

JDA Vice Chairman Dr 
Rupesh Kumar stated that 
public land is a public trust 
and must be safeguarded 
from illegal occupation, 
reiterating the Authority's 
commitment to protect-
ing public assets, planned 
development and firm 
action against encroach-
ments affecting urban 
infrastructure.

JDA appealed to citizens 
to refrain from encroach-
ing upon government land 
and to cooperate in pre-
serving public property.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Transport 
Commissioner, Vishesh 
Mahajan, Wednesday vis-
ited Sonamarg and Baltal 
to review the transport 
preparedness and arrange-
ments being put in place for 
the smooth conduct of  the 
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2026.

He was accompanied by 
RTO Kashmir, Qazi Irfan; 
ARTO Ganderbal, Anis 
Ahmed and other officers of  
the Transport Department.

During the visit, the 
Transport Commissioner 
chaired a meeting of  all 
stakeholders, including 
officers of  the Transport 
Department, Traffic Police 
and transport operators 
and other concerned agen-
cies. The meeting reviewed 
the preparedness of  vari-
ous departments and dis-
cussed measures required 
to ensure safe, efficient and 
hassle-free transportation 
facilities for the pilgrims.

The Transport Commis-
sioner stressed that only 
roadworthy and fit vehicles 
should be deployed for 
Yatra duties and directed 
the concerned officers to 
ensure timely inspection 
and fitness certification of  
all vehicles proposed to be 
engaged for the pilgrimage. 
He emphasized that driv-
ers engaged for the Yatra 
must possess the requisite 
driving skills, valid creden-
tials and be well acquaint-
ed with the Yatra route, 
traffic regulations, safety 
protocols and emergency 
response measures.

Taking serious note 
of  complaints regarding 

overcharging by transport 
operators, the Transport 
Commissioner directed 
strict adherence to the 
notified fare structure and 
warned that any instance of  
overcharging would invite 
stringent action under the 
relevant provisions of  law.

The Transport Com-
missioner also reviewed 
the availability of  vehicles 
for the Yatra and directed 
transport operators to 
ensure adequate deploy-
ment of  vehicles to cater 
to the anticipated demand 
of  pilgrims. He stressed the 
need for maintaining suf-
ficient reserve capacity to 

address any surge in pas-
senger traffic during the 
Yatra period.

As part of  the visit, the 
Transport Commissioner 
inspected the Motor Vehi-
cles Department Enforce-
ment Post at Sonamarg and 
reviewed the enforcement 
and facilitation measures 
being undertaken by the 
department. He directed 
the field officers to main-
tain effective surveillance 
and ensure strict compli-
ance with all safety and 
regulatory requirements.

The issue of  parking 
management was also dis-
cussed in detail. Directions 
were issued for earmark-

ing adequate parking slots 
in consultation with the 
Traffic Police and other 
concerned agencies. The 
Transport Commissioner 
reviewed the proposed 
technology-based parking 
management system and 
emphasized the effective 
use of  the dedicated mobile 
application for allocation, 
monitoring and manage-
ment of  parking slots to 
ensure orderly movement 
of  vehicles and minimize 
congestion in the Yatra area.

The Transport Com-
missioner reiterated that 
the foremost priority of  all 
agencies associated with the 

Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2026 
is to ensure a safe, comfort-
able and hassle-free pilgrim-
age experience for every 
pilgrim. He emphasized 
that all stakeholders must 
work in close coordination 
to provide reliable trans-
port facilities, effective traf-
fic management, adequate 
parking arrangements and 
prompt assistance to pil-
grims throughout the Yatra 
period. He further directed 
the concerned officers to 
adopt a proactive approach 
in addressing issues on the 
ground so that pilgrims 
can undertake the sacred 
journey with convenience, 
safety and peace of  mind.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: National 
Investigation Agency 
(NIA) on Wednesday 
attached two plots of  
land in north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district under 
the stringent Unlawful 
Activities Prevention Act 
(UAPA), officials said.

The properties, located 
in Kanispora and span-
ning 7.5 marla (2,050 sq ft) 
and 6 marla (1,632 sq ft) 
respectively, are owned 

by Shaheen Ahmad 
Lone, an individual who 
has been named as an 
accused in a 2020 NIA 
case, officials added.

This action was execut-
ed following a directive 
from a special NIA court 
in Jammu, issued under 
Section 33(1) of  the UAPA.

The seizure forms a 
component of  the agen-
cy’s high-profile probe 
into an entrenched 
conspiracy,one that 
implicates the proscribed 

terrorist organization 
Hizbul Mujahideen and 
Pakistani state agencies 
in an effort to incite ter-
rorist activities within 
India.

The ongoing inquiry 
is specifically centered 
on unearthing the illicit 
arms trafficking network, 
channels of  terror financ-
ing, and the apprehension 
of  Hizbul operatives in 
connection with former 
Deputy Superintendent 
of  Police Devender Singh.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for 
Social Welfare, Education, 
Health and Medical Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo Wednes-
day remarked that respect 
for senior citizens is their 
rightful entitlement and 
not a favour as they have 
contributed immensely for 
the development of  Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The Minister made these 
remarks while felicitating 
senior citizens of  Day Care 
Centre Roop Nagar Jammu 
during a grand function 
held at JKTDC Banquet 
Hall at TRC Jammu, to 
acknowledge the invalu-
able contribution of  senior 
citizens towards society.

The programme was 
attended by Director, 
Social Welfare Jammu, 
Ranjeet Singh; Secretary, 
Advisory Board for Sched-
uled Castes; Joint Direc-
tor, Poshan ICDS; Deputy 
Director (Administration), 
Social Welfare Depart-
ment; Assistant Director, 
Social Welfare; and sev-
eral other senior officers, 
besides a large gathering 
of  senior citizens.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Minister empha-
sised that respect for elders 

is their rightful entitle-
ment and not a favour. She 
observed that senior citi-
zens devote their lives to 
nurturing families, educat-
ing future generations and 
contributing significantly 
to the socio-economic 
development of  society. 
She stressed that it is the 
collective responsibility of  
every individual and insti-
tution to ensure that elders 
receive care, respect and 
dignity within their homes 
and communities.

Reviewing the facilities 
available at the Day Care 
Centre, the Minister direct-
ed the concerned officers to 
establish a well-equipped 
library and create dedicat-
ed recreational spaces to 
promote the mental, physi-
cal and social well-being of  
senior citizens.

Highl ight ing  the 
invaluable wisdom and 
experience possessed by 

the elderly, the Minister 
instructed officers of  the 
Social Welfare Department 
to maintain regular inter-
action with senior citizens, 
listen to their concerns and 
ensure timely redressal of  
their grievances. She fur-
ther directed the depart-
ment to strengthen facili-
tation measures for senior 
citizens across public insti-
tutions and service deliv-
ery mechanisms.

The Minister under-
scored that senior citi-
zens have made immense 
contributions towards the 
development and progress 
of  Jammu and Kashmir 
and deserve recognition, 
care and support at every 
level. She assured them 
of  the Government’s con-
tinued commitment to 
addressing their concerns 
and enhancing welfare ini-
tiatives aimed at improving 
their quality of  life.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Director, 
Libraries & Research, J&K, 
Mohammad Rafi, who is 
also the designated visiting 
officer for the Vibrant Vil-
lages Programme (VVP) 
Phase-II, Wednesday visited 
the border villages of  Tri-
kanjan and Chotali in Uri 
Sub-Division to review the 
progress of  developmental 
initiatives being implement-
ed under the programme.

During the visit, he inter-
acted with local residents, 
Public representatives, 
youth, women and other 
stakeholders to obtain first-
hand feedback on devel-
opmental needs and the 
implementation of  various 
government schemes. He 

also reviewed the status of  
ongoing works and assessed 
the availability of basic ame-
nities and public services in 
the villages.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the visiting officer 
said that the primary objec-
tive of  the Vibrant Villages 
Programme is to ensure 
the comprehensive and 
sustainable development of  
border villages by improv-
ing infrastructure, strength-

ening service delivery and 
creating better livelihood 
opportunities for the local 
population.

He emphasized that 
the programme aims to 
transform border villages 
into vibrant and self-reli-
ant communities while 
enhancing the quality of  
life of  residents.

He further stated that 
regular field visits and inter-
actions with the public help 

the administration identify 
local priorities and address 
developmental gaps in a 
timely manner. He assured 
the villagers that their gen-
uine concerns and sugges-
tions would be conveyed to 
the concerned authorities 
for appropriate action.

The residents appreci-
ated the outreach initia-
tive and shared their views 
regarding infrastructure, 
connectivity, public servic-
es and other developmental 
requirements.

The visiting officer reit-
erated the Government's 
commitment to ensur-
ing inclusive growth and 
balanced development in 
the border areas under 
the Vibrant Villages Pro-
gramme Phase-II.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.
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Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com

Editor, Owner, Printer, Publisher 
Javed Ashraf Shah

Associate Editors
Mir Suhail 

Sulaiman Muhammed Shah

Legal Advisor 

Bashir Sidiq

Bureau Chief  Jammu: 

Harbans Nagokay

R.N.I No: JKENG/2010/36998

Regd No: 109555

Office  No: 0194-3593724
Email: 

goodmorningkashmir@gmail.com

Office Address: 

B-11, Budshah Flats, Jehangir 

Chowk, Srinagar-190001

Printed at:
Khidmat Offset Printing 

Press, The Bund, Srinagar
Published From: 

Main Bus Stand, Near Masjid Rehmat, 
Lal Bazar, Srinagar - 190023

Layout Designer
Aijaz Ahmad Dar

www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

EDITORIAL

Footpaths For Sale, 
Pedestrians For 

Punishment

I
n Srinagar today, walking on a footpath 
has become a luxury. The administration 
appears to have quietly surrendered 
public spaces to roadside vendors and 
shopkeepers who have turned pave-

ments into private extensions of their busi-
nesses. The result is simple: pedestrians have 
been pushed onto busy roads, left to dodge 
speeding vehicles while the authorities look 
the other way.
The irony is staggering. Footpaths were built 
with public money for public use, yet they 
now resemble open-air markets overflowing 
with fruit carts, vegetable stalls, cartons, 
furniture and household goods. In several 
commercial areas, even the roads themselves 
are narrowing under the weight of unchecked 
encroachments and haphazard parking.
Who, then, owns Srinagar's footpaths? The 
pedestrians who pay taxes and expect basic 
civic amenities, or those who have illegally 
occupied every inch of available space?
The administration's  occasional  anti-
encroachment drives have become little 
more than photo opportunities. Officials 
remove encroachments one day, only to see 
them return the next. This revolving-door 
approach has exposed a complete failure 
of enforcement and, worse, has created an 
impression that there is an unofficial bless-
ing for these illegal occupations.
The biggest victims are schoolchildren, 
elderly citizens, women and persons with 
disabilities, who are forced to risk their lives 
by walking on roads meant for vehicles. Every 
encroached footpath is an invitation to trag-
edy, and every accident that occurs because 
a pedestrian had nowhere else to walk is a 
damning indictment of civic governance.
The administration cannot continue to plead 
helplessness. If authorities can regulate traf-
fic, collect taxes and impose fines, they can 
certainly reclaim public walkways. What 
is missing is not authority but the will to 
enforce the law consistently.
A city that cannot protect its footpaths cannot 
claim to be pedestrian-friendly or well-gov-
erned. Srinagar's roads and pavements are 
not private property to be distributed among 
encroachers. They belong to the people.
The message to the administration is blunt: 
stop treating encroachment as a temporary 
inconvenience and recognise it for what it 
is—a complete hijacking of public space. 
Reclaim the footpaths, enforce the law with-
out fear or favour, and return the city to its 
rightful owners: its pedestrians.

LIFE-SAVING MEDICINES

Rising Costs, And The Common Man’s Struggle

LALIT GARGG

I
ndia is steadily moving 
forward with the 
dream of  becoming a 
developed nation. The 
vision of  a “Devel-

oped India” by 2047 is being 
reiterated time and again. 
Amid claims of  massive 
infrastructure growth, digi-
tal transformation, remark-
able space achievements, 
and economic progress, a 
fundamental question con-
tinues to arise: Can a nation 
truly be called developed if  
ordinary citizens are forced 
into debt because of  illness? 
If  the ever-increasing cost 
of  medicines and medical 
treatment determines the 
thin line between life and 
death, what then? If  health-
care becomes a privilege of  
economic capacity rather 
than a basic right? At a time 
when inflation is already 
burdening common house-
holds, the decision of  the 
National Pharmaceutical 
Pricing Authority (NPPA) 
to permit significant price 
hikes in certain life-saving 
medicines and vaccines has 
become a matter of  serious 
concern. The approval of  
price increases—reportedly 
reaching nearly fifty per cent 
for some cancer drugs, anti-
tetanus serum, and essential 
childhood vaccines—has cre-
ated a new crisis for millions 
of  families. This issue is not 
merely economic; it raises 
profound questions about 
social justice, human com-
passion, and the very con-
cept of  a welfare-orientated 
state.

The reality of  healthcare 
in India is well known. Gov-
ernment data indicate that 
a substantial proportion of  
citizens continue to bear 
medical expenses out of  
their own pockets. Illness 
no longer remains solely a 
health crisis; it often trans-
forms into an economic 
catastrophe. There was a 

time when people common-
ly fell into debt because of  
wedding expenses. Today, 
however, a serious illness 
can financially devastate an 
entire family. The treatment 
of  cancer, heart disease, 
kidney ailments, and other 
complex medical conditions 
often demands lakhs of  
rupees. If  the prices of  life-
saving medicines continue to 
rise, healthcare will become 
increasingly inaccessible for 
the poor and lower middle 
classes. The NPPA has jus-
tified these price revisions 
by citing rising production 
costs and the risk of  short-
ages in the market. Accord-
ing to this argument, phar-
maceutical companies may 
discontinue production if  
they cannot recover their 
costs, resulting in a lack of  
availability of  essential med-
icines. While this reasoning 
may hold economic merit, an 
important question remains: 

Can life-saving medicines be 
treated like ordinary con-
sumer goods? Should there 
not be a balance between 
reasonable profit and social 
responsibility in the health-
care sector?

Healthcare and education 
are the two most fundamental 
pillars of  any civilised soci-
ety. Unfortunately, both sec-
tors in India have witnessed 
growing commercialisation 
over the years. Escalating 
hospital charges, expensive 
diagnostic tests, unneces-
sary medical investigations, 
high equipment costs, and 
now rising medicine prices 
are collectively making 
healthcare unaffordable for 
ordinary citizens. Medical 
care increasingly appears to 
be transforming from a ser-
vice into an industry. Hos-
pitals often seem more like 
corporate enterprises than 
centres of  healing. Patients 
are frequently viewed as cus-
tomers rather than individu-
als seeking care. This trend 
not only widens economic 
inequality but also deepens 
social divisions. Even today, 
quality healthcare remains 
largely accessible to those 
with stronger f inancial 
resources. Poor citizens are 
left dependent on overcrowd-
ed government hospitals 
with limited infrastructure 
and resources, while afflu-
ent individuals can afford 
advanced treatment in state-
of-the-art private facilities. 
Is this the social justice envi-
sioned by the nation’s found-
ers? Is this the India that the 
freedom fighters dreamed of  
building?

Under the leadership of  
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, several welfare-orien-
tated initiatives have been 

introduced. Schemes such 
as Ayushman Bharat have 
provided relief  to millions, 
while the establishment of  
Jan Aushadhi Kendras has 
improved access to afford-
able medicines. Neverthe-
less, significant structural 
challenges continue to per-
sist in the healthcare system. 
If  medicine prices continue 
to rise and private health-
care remains largely unreg-
ulated, the benefits of  these 
initiatives may be substan-
tially diluted. The real chal-
lenge lies in placing health-
care at the center of  public 
welfare rather than leaving 
it entirely to market forces. 
The government's respon-
sibility extends beyond 
announcing schemes; it must 
also ensure that every citizen 
has access to affordable and 
quality healthcare. Stronger 
price controls on life-saving 
medicines are essential. Gov-
ernment hospitals must be 
adequately supplied with 
essential drugs. Procure-
ment systems should be 
transparent and account-
able. The government can 
also provide targeted subsi-
dies and support for the pro-
duction of  critical medicines 
so that the burden of  rising 
costs does not fall entirely 
on patients.

At the same time, health 
insurance coverage must 
be expanded significantly. 
Millions of  poor and lower-
middle-class families remain 
outside the protection of  
any meaningful insurance 
framework. A major illness 
can wipe out their lifetime 
savings. Health insurance 
should not be limited to 
hospitalization expenses 
alone; it should also cover 
essential medicines and 

long-term treatments. Fur-
thermore, the government 
should periodically con-
duct independent reviews 
of  pharmaceutical pricing 
and cost structures. If  pro-
duction costs have genuine-
ly increased, the evidence 
should be publicly disclosed. 
Greater transparency would 
strengthen public trust and 
help prevent unjustified 
price escalation. The pri-
mary objective of  healthcare 
policy should be to strike a 
fair balance between cor-
porate profitability and 
citizens’ rights. The vision 
of  a developed India in 
2047 cannot be measured 
solely through skyscrapers, 
expressways, digital net-
works, or GDP growth. Its 
true success will be judged 
by the well-being of  its most 
vulnerable citizens. If  a 
farmer, laborer, employee, 
or low-income worker cannot 
access dignified medical 
treatment during illness, 
claims of  development will 
remain incomplete.

The need of  the hour is not 
merely a debate on medicine 
prices but a comprehensive 
reassessment of  the entire 
healthcare system. Health-
care is not a luxury; it is a 
fundamental human right. 
In a nation where citizens 
are denied the opportunity 
to live healthy lives, the 
glow of  economic progress 
inevitably fades. It is time 
for governments, policy-
makers, medical profession-
als, pharmaceutical com-
panies, and society at large 
to work together to ensure 
that healthcare remains an 
instrument of  public service 
rather than merely a source 
of  profit. Otherwise, the 
dream of  a developed India 
may shine brightly in statis-
tics while millions continue 
to struggle in the darkness 
of  illness, debt, and helpless-
ness. As India moves toward 
the centenary of  its indepen-
dence, this remains one of  its 
greatest moral and humani-
tarian challenges—one that 
demands urgent and mean-
ingful solutions today.

Author is a journalist. 
He can be mailed at lalit-

garg11@gmail.com

Wrong Promotions, Right Resignations

DR. ANJUM QURESHI

A 
workplace is built on the 
efforts of  its employees. 
Every employee plays an 
important role and contrib-
utes in their own way to the 

success of  the organisation. Most people 
try their best to deliver good results. At 
times, they even sacrifice their work-
life balance because they want their 
organisation to grow and succeed. Many 
employees can also cope with imperfect 
leadership and challenging work condi-
tions. However, things begin to change 
when they feel that their hard work and 
dedication are not being recognised.

I remember a friend sharing an expe-
rience with me. She had informed her 
boss that she would be out of  town for 
three days and would not be available 
for office work during that period. Her 
boss refused to allow it, saying that it 
was a crucial time for the organisation 
and that she needed to prioritise work. 
Wanting to support the organisation, 
she agreed and continued working.

The company achieved its goals, 
and the project was successful. How-
ever, a few weeks later, she called me in 
tears and told me that she had decided 
to resign. When I asked her why, she 
explained that her sincerity, loyalty, and 
commitment were never appreciated. 
Instead, she saw people being rewarded 
for flattery, gossip, office politics, and 
ego. She felt that no matter how hard 
she worked, those qualities mattered 
more than genuine contribution. Even-
tually, she left the organisation and 
found a new job.

Unfortunately, this story is not 
uncommon. It is a reality in many 
organisations across different sec-
tors. When employees leave, people 

often assume that they have moved for 
a higher salary. While better pay can 
certainly be a reason, it is not always 
the main one. Many employees leave 
because career growth and promotions 
are influenced by politics, favoritism, 
and personal connections rather than 
loyalty, integrity, sincerity, and com-
petence.

Some people may choose to compro-
mise and play the game to secure pro-
motions or salary increases. However, 
many hard-working professionals are 
unwilling to do so. When they repeat-
edly see politics being rewarded while 
genuine effort is ignored, they begin to 
feel that resignation is the better option.

This process rarely happens over-
night. Employees do not always express 
their disappointment openly. Instead, 
they slowly disengage. They stop shar-
ing ideas, reduce their enthusiasm, and 
become less involved in organisational 
activities. Quietly, they begin updat-
ing their resumes and exploring new 
opportunities. They struggle to accept 
a system where merit is ignored and 
favouritism is rewarded.

Fair recognition is one of  the stron-
gest motivators in any workplace. 
Employees want to believe that their 
efforts will be rewarded fairly. When 

promotions are perceived as unfair, 
trust in the system begins to decline. 
When undeserving individuals are 
rewarded and personal connections 
influence important decisions, sincere 
and hardworking employees become 
demoralized. They start questioning 
the value of  their efforts and wonder 
whether their dedication truly matters.

As a result, capable employees often 
choose to leave. Rather than engaging 
in office politics, they prefer to work in 
environments where contributions are 
respected and performance is valued. 
They know that their skills and experi-
ence can help them find opportunities 
elsewhere.

Organisations often fail to recog-
nize the long-term damage caused by 
wrong promotions. When favouritism 
becomes normal, innovation, collabora-
tion, and accountability begin to suffer. 
Employees spend more time trying to 
please people than focusing on mean-
ingful work. Over time, this weakens 
the culture and performance of  the 
organisation. The consequences extend 
far beyond the loss of  a few employees. 
Organisations lose experienced profes-
sionals, valuable knowledge, and future 
leaders. Wrong promotions may satisfy 
a few individuals for a short time, but 

they can drive away valuable assets per-
manently.

Every organisation should remem-
ber one important truth: people can 
tolerate pressure, challenges, and even 
imperfect leadership. What they find dif-
ficult to tolerate is unfairness. When the 
wrong people are promoted, the right 
people start writing their resignations.

Dr. Anjum Nazir Qureshi, Assistant 
Professor, RCERT, Chandrapur. (TEDx 

Speaker, Author, POSH Trainer) 
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Cadaver Crisis: Why India Needs More Body Donors

KALPANA PANDEY

A 
few months ago, I decided 
to donate my body and 
went to KEM Hospital in 
Mumbai to complete the 
formal process. The pur-

pose behind this decision was to help 
dispel superstitions, customs and mis-
conceptions about death in society, to 
make my body useful for medical edu-
cation and research after my death, to 
promote scientific, rational and human-
ist thought, and to increase scientific 
temper in society. I decided to donate 
my body out of  the feeling that I should 
be of  use to society even after death, 
and to inspire others towards body 
donation and organ donation. Many 
people like me donate their bodies, but 
the recent Sejal Pawar case has raised 
some disturbing questions.

Sejal Pawar, an MBBS student at the 
prestigious KEM Hospital in Mumbai, 
made extremely disgusting, obscene 
and insensitive jokes about donated 
dead bodies—especially about the size 
of  male cadavers’ genitals—on the 
stand-up comedy show 'Pranit More 
Show'. Laughingly, she and her col-
leagues told how they would mock the 
private organs of  dead bodies during 
their studies and, at the end of  the pro-
cedure, cut them off. The video went 
viral on social media in a flash, caus-
ing a massive wave of  outrage among 
the medical community and sensitive 
sections of  society. In an earlier video, 
she refers to KEM Hospital as ‘chin-
dhi’ (shoddy), the people around her as 
‘ugly’, and her teachers as ‘toxic’.

This incident struck at the very foun-
dational ethics of  medical education 
and profession. The cadaver is regarded 
as a 'Guru', and gratitude is expressed 
to it through the Cadaveric Oath; pub-
licly ridiculing that body in this manner 
is not just insensitivity but an assault 
on the very roots of  humanity. Dr. Asha 
Kadam rightly said that in her time, 
despite the strong smell of  formalin 
in the dissection hall, compassion for 
that body used to well up. She says, 
"The question would arise: did some-
one donate their body so that students 
could learn? Leave alone entertaining 
inhuman thoughts about that body, I 
never even heard such a thought from 
anyone." This is a part of  our cultural 
values. She pointed out the hypocrisy: 
a society that justifies someone losing 
their job for scooping out and eating a 
370-rupee biryani, how does it initially 
ignore the obscene remarks made by 
a woman doctor about dead bodies? 
Many on social media reacted sharply, 
saying that people with such a depraved 
mentality like her must be taught a 
lesson, and that action should be taken 
against Pranit More, who hosted the 
show where this happened.

This controversy also marked the 
culmination of  the excesses taking 
place in the name of  'dark comedy' 
and 'freedom of  expression'. Dentist 
Daphne Claire from Kerala thoroughly 
dissected this issue in her social media 
post. She made it clear that laughing at 
the private organs of  a dead body is not 
'dark comedy'. 'Dark comedy' originated 
from victims trying to heal by joking 
about their own pain. But no one has 
the moral right to make fun of someone 
else's body or organs—an experience 
you have not personally lived—and call 
it 'dark comedy'. This is a violation of  
human dignity. Dr. Claire then high-
lighted a deep social contradiction. She 
says, "When Sejal's video first surfaced, 
it was men who followed her, laughed, 
and gave her fame. They increased her 
followers. But when the 370-biryani 
case came out—which glorified sexual 
violence against a woman—women 
immediately raised their voices in 
united protest. This means, when men 
are insulted, women step forward, but 
when women are insulted (or male 
body donors are insulted), men laugh 
and 'follow', especially if  the woman is 
attractive!" This observation elevated 
the controversy beyond one student's 
irresponsible statements to a question 
on society's collective moral foundation. 
Both incidents are reprehensible—one 
a posthumous cruelty and disrespect, 
the other a celebration of  sexual vio-
lence against a living woman. Both 
must be held accountable, but the two 
cases are not identical crimes.

The Sejal Pawar case also highlight-
ed another fact—merely acquiring a 
medical degree does not automatically 
bring humanity, sensitivity or ethics. In 
a country where millions of  women do 
not even get the opportunity for educa-
tion, for a female student who received 
this opportunity to misuse it in this way 
is nothing short of  a tragedy. Fortunate-
ly, the KEM administration conducted 

an inquiry, sent her on compulsory 
leave, recommended counseling, and 
she also offered a public apology. How-
ever, this incident has created an urgent 
need to further strengthen the teaching 
of  ethical values, communication skills 
and compassion in medical education.

The true value of  human life lies 
not just in its duration, but in what 
that life has done for others. We have 
been hearing this statement for genera-
tions. But its deepest meaning strikes 
you when you understand the concept 
of  body donation. Death is an indisput-
able, inevitable truth. Everyone must 
leave this physical body one day. Going 
beyond the usual options of  mixing 
with the soil, turning to ash or merg-
ing into water, the realization itself  is 
staggering that one’s body can become 
a pillar of  future knowledge.

Body donation is when a person 
legally donates their entire body after 
death for noble purposes such as medi-
cal education, surgical skill develop-
ment and scientific research. It is not 
merely a medical procedure or a legal 
obligation; it is the most precious and 
selfless contribution to humanity. 
Often, there is discussion in society 
about organ donation, but the unique 
importance of  body donation is not 
highlighted as much. The body donated 
by one person directly helps train hun-
dreds of  doctors, and through them, 
saves the lives of  thousands of  patients. 
This donation has the extraordinary 
power to keep the flame of knowledge, 
service and humanity burning continu-
ously for society even after death.

While understanding the concept of  
body donation, it is first necessary to 
distinguish it from organ donation. In 
organ donation, after a person becomes 
'brain-stem dead', their life-saving organs 
such as heart, liver, kidneys, eyes, and 
skin are given for transplantation to 
other needy patients. In contrast, in 
body donation, the entire body is made 
available to medical colleges, government 
hospitals or recognized research institu-
tions for learning anatomy, for practice 
by surgeons, and for research into new 
medical technologies. This donation is 
not limited to a single organ; instead, the 
whole body becomes the first and most 
important textbook that shapes future 
medical experts. In a vast country like 
India, body donation is governed by the 
'Anatomy Act' and the specific rules of  
respective states. In Maharashtra, body 
donation has full legal recognition under 
the 'Maharashtra Anatomy Act, 1949'. 
Any competent adult in sound mind can 
make this pledge during their lifetime 
by recording it in a will or by applying 
in the prescribed form to the concerned 
institution. While legally it is binding on 
relatives to fulfill this wish after death, 
social sensitivity and the family's consent 
are extremely important. That is why it 
is equally essential that this decision be 
made after taking the family into confi-
dence, understanding their feelings, and 
obtaining their complete consent.

The foundation of medical education 
rests on an extremely minute and deep 
understanding of human anatomy. The 
chambers of the heart, the cavities of  
the lungs, the contraction and expan-
sion of muscles, the invisible network of  
blood vessels and nerves—the complex 
arrangement of all these is simply impos-
sible to understand only by looking at flat 
diagrams in books, images on a digital 
screen or videos. For this, the experi-
ence of actually dissecting a human 
body is the true teacher. This body 
obtained through body donation, called 
a 'cadaver' in medical terminology, is like 
a three-dimensional, living textbook for 
the students. It is for this reason that in 
renowned medical institutions across 
the world, body donors are addressed by 
highly respectful terms like 'First Teach-
er' or 'Silent Mentor'. Although this body 
does not speak, in its silence it unfolds 
every secret of the human body to the 
students. When a budding doctor begins 
their career, their first real interaction 
with the human body happens precisely 
because of this donated body. The very 
hands that are to perform complex sur-
geries on countless patients in the future 
are given their first safe practice platform 
by this body. This means that a single 
surgeon trained on the body of a donor 
can save thousands of lives over their 
entire career. 

This is the immense power of this 
donation. However, unfortunately, 
the rate of body donation in India is 
extremely low compared to the need. 
While ideally there should be at least one 
body available for every ten students, in 
reality, 30 to 40, or even up to 75 students 
in some places, have to depend on one 
body. This adversely affects the practical 
quality of medical education. Students 
have to stand on stools and watch from a 
distance, they get no hands-on practice, 
and are forced to rely solely on bookish 
knowledge. Considering the severity of  
this shortage, it is an urgent necessity 
to create public awareness about body 
donation in society.

When deciding on body donation, a 
natural and legitimate question arises 
in the minds of  family members—
"After death, will the dignity and honor 

of our loved one's body be maintained?" 
This concern is completely human and 
natural. However, in recognized medi-
cal institutions, the body is treated with 
great respect, sanctity, and sensitivity. 
This is not merely a matter of  verbal 
assurance, but the core of  strict pro-
tocols and the medical code of  ethics. 
From the moment the body is received 
until the studies are completed, its dig-
nity is maintained at every stage. Upon 
arrival at the institution, a registration 
number is assigned to the body, so that 
the donor's personal identity remains 
completely confidential. Students are 
given no information about the donor's 
name, place, or family. To preserve the 
body, chemicals like formalin (embalm-
ing) are used to keep it in good condi-
tion. The law strictly prohibits the use 
of  the body for any purpose other than 
study. Students who engage in mockery, 
mischief, or any act that might hurt the 
body's dignity face strict disciplinary 
action. Nowadays, in almost all medi-
cal colleges, before starting the study, 
students are administered the 'Cadav-
eric Oath'. 

In this oath, students accord the 
donor the status of  their teacher, 
express heartfelt gratitude for their 
noble sacrifice, and promise to treat 
the body with respect, considering 
it a sacred instrument for acquiring 
knowledge. Besides, many institutions 
organize an annual 'Gratitude Cer-
emony' by inviting the families of  body 
donors, where the directors, professors 
and students come together to offer an 
emotional tribute to the work of these 
donors. The social need and the far-
reaching aspects of  the contribution 
of body donation must be understood. 
This contribution is not limited only 
to students. New techniques for com-
plex neurosurgeries, cardiac surgeries, 

orthopedic surgeries are first perfected 
by practicing on donated bodies. The 
safety testing of  newly developed medi-
cal devices—such as stents, pacemak-
ers, artificial joints—is carried out on 
human bodies. Students of  forensic 
medicine also learn about decompo-
sition processes and wound patterns 
on such bodies. If  the body of  a person 
who died of  a rare disease is donated, it 
provides a direction to understand that 
disease in depth and search for a cure.

Moreover, an eco-friendly per-
spective is also embedded in this. On 
average, one large tree is burned for 
the cremation of  a dead body, causing 
massive smoke pollution. Body dona-
tion avoids this environmental damage. 
However, a major obstacle in this jour-
ney of  knowledge and contribution is 
social superstition and misconceptions. 
Deep-rooted traditional beliefs exist in 
society, such as: "The body must remain 
intact after death, otherwise the soul 
does not attain liberation," or "If  the 
body is cut, there will be disability in 
the next birth." However, no religion 
opposes the service of  humanity; in all 
religions—Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Bud-
dhist, Jain—philanthropy is consid-
ered the highest duty. Body donation is 
indeed the ultimate act of  philanthropy. 
To overcome these obstacles, there is an 
urgent need for public awareness cam-
paigns in schools and colleges, positive 
use of  social media, camps, and sharing 
the experiences of  families of  success-
ful donors. The feeling that body dona-
tion is not just 'giving a body' but 'donat-
ing knowledge' must be imprinted on 
the social psyche.

Against the backdrop of  all this con-
troversy, it becomes even more impor-
tant to turn our attention to the inspi-
rational work and personalities in the 
body donation movement. In Mumbai, 
the 'Jyeshtha Sthanik Nagarik Seva 
Manch' and social worker Savita Gharat 
have been tirelessly running this move-
ment for the last 15 years. The motto of  
their work is: "Marave pari kirti rupe 
urave, ka nahi marave pari dehadaan, 
avayavadaan rupi urave" (Better to die 
but endure in the form of glory; why not 
die but endure in the form of body dona-
tion, organ donation?). Savita Gharat, 
Rashmi Parab and their colleagues 
go from door to door, hold camps, and 
provide online guidance to dispel fears 
and remove obstacles among people. 
Recently, they visited 92-year-old Mr. 
R.K. Sahgal. Mr. Sahgal, an engineer 
himself  and a graduate of  Melbourne 
University, had been waiting for the 
organization for two years. He and his 

90-year-old wife live in India by their 
own choice even though their children 
are abroad.

 Specially calling their youngest 
son from New Jersey and discussing 
all legal aspects, Savita Gharat facili-
tated the path for his body and organ 
donation. Mr. Sahgal's words touch 
the heart—"I lived honestly all my life, 
everything went well. But now, even in 
my last moments, I want to give some-
thing to society before I go. Everyone 
should make these arrangements 
beforehand so that no obstacle comes 
in the way." Such people are walking, 
talking sources of  inspiration. Similar-
ly, the work of  Dombivli's 'Maharshi 
Dadhichi Dehadaan Mandal', active 
since 1988, is unforgettable. Gurudasji 
Tambe, influenced by a lecture, found-
ed this organization with the help of  
friends. This organization promotes not 
only body donation but also eye dona-
tion, skin donation, blood donation and 
organ donation free of  charge. They 
tirelessly spread information that skin 
donation allows skin grafting on burn 
patients; eye donation can give sight to 
four to six blind people.

If  one wants to understand the true 
soul of  this movement, one must listen 
to the experiences of  the actual activ-
ists. Vinod Davre of  Parbhani, who 
donated his grandfather’s (paternal 
grandfather’s) body in 2015, says, "A 
doctor friend of  mine met me after 35 
years and said, 'I am a doctor today 
only because of  your grandfather's 
body donation. Our entire building of  
knowledge rests on that body. We talk 
to that body, a bond is formed. And 
after all the learning is done, we per-
form their last rites in a very hygienic 
manner.'" After hearing this, all the 
pressure on his mind was lifted, and 
he himself  became active in this field. 

Through his personal efforts alone, he 
has facilitated 14 body donations and 3 
organ donations till date—he derives 
zero financial benefit from this, but he 
does this work as a social commitment. 
He asks, "In a government medical col-
lege, 75 students are learning anatomy 
by standing on stools around one body. 

If these same students are going to 
treat you tomorrow, what will be the 
quality of this education?" This ques-
tion compels all of us to think. That is 
why body donation is not just an option, 
but the need of the hour. A doctor friend 
himself once told a body donor’s family 
member, "If there is any person we doc-
tors consider the most honorable in the 
world after our mother and father, it is 
only this body donor. Our entire medi-
cal edifice is built on this body. We wash 
our hands and eat lunch during a break 
while dissecting, and immediately recon-
nect with that same body with a bond of  
affection. So much so that we even talk 
to that body." After the medical study is 
complete, the remains of that body are 
not disposed of like any waste material, 
but are given a very dignified final rite, 
in accordance with religious traditions 
or the family's wishes. Some institutions 
return the ashes to the family, while 
others perform a collective immer-
sion. Transparency and respect are the 
unshakeable rules in this entire process. 
Dr. Asha Kadam, from her experience, 
said, "Even today, while performing a 
post-mortem, we doctors and the sup-
port staff take full care of that body. 
Everyone follows the unwritten rule 
that the dignity of the dead body must 
be maintained." This tradition of honor 
has been ingrained in Indian culture for 
thousands of years; Maharshi Dadhichi 
donated his own bones for the peace of  
the three worlds and is known as the first 
body donor in creation.

From this entire discussion, one 
thing emerges with absolute clarity, 
the movement of  body donation is not 
confined merely to the utilization of  a 
dead body. It is the tangible embodi-
ment of  the nobility of  human life, the 
ultimate height of  philanthropy, and an 
unbroken tradition of knowledge dona-
tion. Maharashtra has seen a galaxy 
of  medical luminaries like Dr. Anan-
dibai Joshi, Dr. Dwarkanath Kotnis, 
Dr. Kishore Shantabai Kale, Dr. Nitu 
Mandke, Dr. Ravi Bapat, Dr. Prakash 
and Manda Amte, Dr. Tatyarav Lahane, 
who devoted their lives to the service of  
humanity. This is the true tradition of  
doctors. A mechanic in a garage bows 
to his tools in the morning, a trader 
worships his ledger—this is gratitude 

towards one's profession. Similarly, an 
ideal doctor should have the same feel-
ing towards their patients and towards 
the body donor who became a means of  
their education. As Anjali Jharkar said, 
"A perfectly healthy person won't go to 
a doctor; only the one with a problem 
in their body goes, because for them, 
the doctor is God. Because of  depraved 
doctors who desecrate such living or 
dead bodies, what difference remains 
between the mentality of  a butcher and 
a doctor?" The time has come for society 
to take this question seriously.

Brooke Borel, who writes in 'Popular 
Science', writes in one of  her pieces – 
abroad, dead bodies are used in science, 
safety, education and research. Dead 
bodies are needed for many areas of  
research. For example, scientists who 
study the biomechanics of  injury want 
to understand how the human body 
gets injured. This can help them pre-
vent injuries. For this, they conduct 
controlled tests to understand how 
much trauma a dead body can with-
stand. After applying the measure-
ments obtained from these tests to a 
model or dummy, scientists test and 
verify the protective gear (e.g. helmet, 
seat belt) that keeps us safe.

The use of  a real body can help make 
car seat belts or train seats safer. The 
brain can help design helmets that 
reduce traumatic brain injuries Ameri-
can football players suffer from hard 
tackles. It can also be used to reduce the 
injury a soldier sustains from the shock 
of  a bomb blast. When this research is 
complete, if  the family wishes, they can 
receive my cremated remains. Other-
wise, the donor can be honored along 
with other unclaimed donors with a 
memorial plaque, a tree, or a solemn 
annual ceremony.

Forensic scientists also use dead 
bodies in their work. Some universities 
take donated bodies and bury them in 
the ground or place them in a secluded 
forest. Then scientists measure the time 
it takes for flies, dermestid beetles, and 
other scavenger insects to skeletonize 
the bodies. This is a different kind of  
rebirth – becoming part of  the eco-
system of a field or a forest. This end 
might seem horrifying, but the data 
obtained from this process helps foren-
sic researchers identify when a person 
died and what injuries they might have 
suffered. This helps law enforcement 
authorities solve murder cases.

In such processes, the body can be 
used to recreate the scene of  a specific 
crime—for example, hung in a forest, 
or stuffed in the trunk of a car, etc. This 
can help solve a case or help a police 
officer bring a murderer to justice. 
Later, the skeleton can rest in a box 
in a forensic collection, occasionally 
living on in the form of  research on 
bone aging.

But there is another option for 
whole body donation, which is a long-
standing tradition in medical training, 
and which seems more suitable to me. 
Every first-year medical student has to 
take a course called 'Gross Anatomy', 
in which they dissect a human cadav-
er. This is their first patient. It may 
be the first dead body they have ever 
seen or touched. When they enter the 
Gross Anatomy room, they see differ-
ent bodies—each being an example of  
astonishing diversity in human shape. 
The relationship between medical stu-
dents and their first cadaver is special. 
The cadaver provides the student with 
knowledge they could not otherwise 
obtain; the student is amazed by and 
grateful for this gift. This is what doc-
tors believe.

The body can teach future doctors 
the physical landmarks necessary 
to perform a spinal tap or to rule out 
appendicitis. A surgeon can learn to 
dissect the delicate nerves in my hand. 
Or, perhaps, a pathologist can perceive 
the difference between a pre-mortem 
and post-mortem blood clot.

In this era of reels and social media, 
the mentality of sacrificing ethics for 
momentary fame is on the rise. Dr. 
Asha Kadam's fear is genuine: "It is our 
responsibility to see whether, in the craze 
for reels, our next generation is speak-
ing something wrong or irresponsible, 
watching it, or following it." Against 
this backdrop, deciding to donate one’s 
body is not just an individual decision 
but a social statement—that we give the 
highest place to knowledge, service and 
humanity. This is a movement that truly 
gives meaning to the adage, "Marave pari 
kirti rupe urave" (Better to die but endure 
in the form of glory). Death is not the end 
of life; through body donation, it becomes 
the starting point of a new, unending 
service and flow of knowledge. People 
can help the living with their death. By 
burning away the mental pyre of apathy, 
laziness, ignorance and superstition, all 
of us should set foot on this sacred path 
of knowledge donation. Because, rather 
than our body mixing with the soil or 
turning into ashes, if it becomes the light 
of someone’s knowledge, what act could 
be greater than that?

The author can be mailed at 
kalpanasfi@gmail.com
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Muharram Marked
Mubashir, a volunteer, said.
Another participant said the initia-

tive reflected the centuries-old tradi-
tion of  communal harmony in Kash-
mir. “Muharram is not only a period of  
remembrance but also an opportunity 
to strengthen bonds of  brotherhood and 
mutual respect among people,” he said.

The atmosphere around the historic 
mosque was marked by reverence and 
solidarity, with members of  both Shia 
and Sunni communities participating 
in the service activity and exchanging 
greetings of  peace and goodwill.

A passerby said the initiative offered 
a powerful example of  social cohesion 
and collective responsibility, reinforc-
ing the values of  unity and compassion 
that form the essence of  the teachings of  
Karbala—(KNO)

From Crushing
to nearly Rs 1.5 lakh crore, supported 

by policy reforms and a focus on indig-
enous production.

He said thousands of  defence-related 
items had been identified for indigeni-
sation, while investments in military 
modernisation, border infrastructure, 
defence satellites and indigenous weap-
ons systems had strengthened India's 
strategic capabilities.

Shah said the achievements of  the 
past 12 years reflected the government's 
commitment to safeguarding national 
interests and ensuring security across 
the country. He asserted that India's 
response to security challenges now 
serves as an example of  decisive gover-
nance and national resolve—(KNO)

Rain, Thunderstorms, 
witnessing strong winds and lightning 

activity. Rain was also reported along the 
Sonamarg-Baltal-Holy Cave axis and the 
Pahalgam-Holy Cave route.

The weather department said brief  
intense showers accompanied by thun-
derstorms, hailstorms and gusty winds 
were recorded at a few locations, par-
ticularly in north Kashmir districts and 
parts of  south Kashmir.

According to the MeT Centre Srinagar, 
temperatures remained below normal at 
most places following the wet weather 
conditions.

Srinagar recorded a maximum tempera-
ture of  29.4 degrees Celsius, one degree 
above normal, while the minimum settled 
at 15.6 degrees Celsius. Qazigund regis-
tered a maximum of  28.2 degrees Celsius 
and a minimum of  13.8 degrees Celsius, 
while Pahalgam recorded 24.0 degrees 
Celsius as the day's maximum and 12.2 
degrees Celsius as the minimum.

Kupwara recorded a maximum tem-
perature of  27.6 degrees Celsius, and 
Gulmarg 19.8 degrees Celsius.

In the Jammu division, Jammu city 
recorded a maximum temperature of  32.6 
degrees Celsius, which was 5.5 degrees 
below normal for the season. Katra reg-
istered 32 degrees Celsius, while Banihal 
recorded 26.3 degrees Celsius.

The MeT department said general-
ly cloudy conditions prevailed across 
Jammu and Kashmir during the day, 
with intermittent rain and thunder-
storms reported from several areas.

It advised people to remain indoors 
during thunderstorms and stay away 
from electric poles, overhead wires, 
loose structures and old trees. Boating 
and Shikara operations on water bodies, 
including Dal Lake, were also advised to 
be suspended during periods of  strong 
winds and lightning activity.

The department said there was a pos-
sibility of  hailstorms at isolated places 
and warned that intense showers could 
trigger flash floods and mudslides in vul-
nerable areas.

Officials said the wet weather is expect-
ed to continue over the next several days, 
with intermittent spells of  rain and thun-
dershowers likely at many places across 
Jammu and Kashmir—(KNO)

CM Omar Unveils `100
facility (`3.74 crore), and residential 

apartments for Panchayati Raj Institu-
tion members.

During his visit, the Chief  Minister 
chaired a high-level review meeting to 
evaluate the developmental scenario, 
public service delivery and the progress 
of  various schemes. The review meeting 
was attended by Deputy Chief  Minister 
Surinder Choudhary, Ministers Sakina 
Itoo (through virtual mode), Javed Rana, 
Javid Ahmad Dar and Satish Sharma, 
Advisor to the Chief  Minister Nasir 
Aslam Wani, MLA Gurez Nazir Ahmad 
Khan, MLA Bandipora Nizamuddin 
Bhat, MLA Sonawari Hilal Akbar Lone, 
Additional Chief  Secretary to the Chief  
Minister Dheeraj Gupta, Deputy Com-
missioner Bandipora Indu Kanwal Chib, 
senior officers; Heads of  Departments; 

and district officers.
Noting Bandipora's progress in the last 

financial year, Chief  Minister Abdullah 
urged all departments to maintain their 
developmental momentum. He empha-
sised that the government has cleared 
administrative and financial approvals 
well in advance this year. This proactive 
step ensures that departments in Ban-
dipora can utilise the working season 
fully and execute projects timely, rather 
than rushing at the end of  the financial 
year. The Chief  Minister added that this 
step is vital for the district due to chal-
lenging geographical and climatological 
conditions.

Highlighting Bandipora's rich natu-
ral wealth, the Chief  Minister called for 
the scientific cultivation of  medicinal 
and aromatic plants. He directed that 
the possibility of  setting up a specialised 
industrial estate for medicinal herbs be 
explored. This initiative is expected to 
enhance local entrepreneurship, create 
fresh jobs for the youth and add sig-
nificant value to the district’s natural 
resources.

Local lawmakers also raised constitu-
ency-specific demands regarding devel-
opmental aspects which the Chief  Min-
ister promised would be swiftly reviewed 
and resolved.

Earlier in the day, the Chief  Minis-
ter distributed vehicles to beneficiaries 
under the UMEED initiative and inspect-
ed stalls set up by local self-help groups. 
He also met with the public. delega-
tions from Gurez, Tulail, and Sonawari, 
assuring them of  timely and equitable 
redressal of  their developmental con-
cerns.

A special highlight of  the visit was an 
open interaction between the Chief  Min-
ister and the students of  Government 
Degree College, Bandipora. The session 
was hosted by a female student, followed 
by a lively interaction session where stu-
dents asked candid questions about gov-
ernance, jobs, and public policy. Praising 
the confidence of  the students, the Chief  
Minister encouraged the young genera-
tion to actively participate in democracy 
and nation-building.

J&K’s Transition
steadily under the present dispensa-

tion.
Referring to the return of  Kashmiri 

Pandits, Sharma called the community 
as an inseparable part of  Jammu and 
Kashmir’s identity.

“Kashmiri Pandits are an integral part 
of  Kashmi’'s heritage and identity. With-
out them, Jammu and Kashmir remains 
incomplete,” he said.

He said the Centre has created an atmo-
sphere where members of  the displaced 
community are increasingly asserting 
claims over their properties and lands in 
the Valley. Sharma said, the Union Gov-
ernment is working towards facilitating 
their rehabilitation and resettlement.

“The Home Ministry is actively work-
ing on measures to ensure that those 
reclaiming their properties and lands 
are eventually re-established in Kash-
mir,” he added.

Sharma further said that the security 
environment in Jammu and Kashmir has 
undergone a transformation, adding that 
incidents targeting tourists and securi-
ty personnel have reduced significantly 
under the current government.

Earlier in the day, the BJP leader also 
took a swipe at the National Conference-
led government, describing it as politi-
cally unstable and predicting that it 
would “collapse on its own” due to inter-
nal contradictions.

Sharma reiterated the BJP’s position 
that the Centre would take a decision only 
after being fully satisfied that peace, stabil-
ity and normalcy have been firmly estab-
lished in Jammu and Kashmir—(KNO)

Chief Secy Reviews
crop insurance. He observed that the 

campaign presents a valuable opportunity 
to educate farmers about the importance 
of  risk mitigation through insurance and 
to encourage their enrolment under this 
farmer-centric welfare schemes. He also 
directed the banks to outreach their KCC 
customers for their enrolment under 
PMFBY here.

To strengthen coordination and address 
implementation challenges at the grass-
roots level, the Chief  Secretary suggested 
that the Agriculture Production Depart-
ment designate district-wise nodal offi-
cers for PMFBY. These officers, he said, 
should work closely with banks, insurance 
companies and district administrations to 
identify and resolve bottlenecks, facilitate 
seamless enrolment of  eligible farmers 
and ensure smooth implementation of  the 
scheme across all districts of  the UT

Reiterating the Government's com-
mitment towards safeguarding farmers 
against crop losses arising from natural 
calamities and adverse weather events, the 
Chief  Secretary stressed the importance 
of  collective efforts by all stakeholders to 

expand insurance coverage and enhance 
financial security of  the farming commu-
nity in Jammu and Kashmir.

During the meeting, the ACS, Agricul-
ture Production Department, Dr Ashish 
Chandra Verma gave a detailed overview 
of  the scheme's performance since its 
inception, status of  claims under Kharif  
2025, coverage achieved during Rabi 2025-
26, saturation of  loanee farmers under the 
scheme and the implementation status of  
the Restructured Weather Based Crop 
Insurance Scheme (RWBCIS).

He underscored the need for creating 
greater awareness about the benefits of  
crop insurance at the grassroots level 
to enhance farmer participation under 
PMFBY. He observed that, besides leverag-
ing the media for wider dissemination of  
information, the Agriculture Production 
Department will utilize the ongoing 'Khet 
Bachao Abhiyan' and other Government-
sponsored outreach programmes and 
events as effective platforms for educating 
farmers about the scheme and encourag-
ing them to avail its benefits.

The meeting was further informed by 
Director Agriculture, Kashmir that since 
the launch of  PMFBY in Jammu and Kash-
mir, more than 12.89 lakh farmers have 
been covered under the scheme, with over 
6.85 lakh farmers benefiting through claim 
settlements.

He further elaborated that a cumulative 
area of  over 4.05 lakh hectares has been 
insured under the scheme till Rabi 2025. 
Against a cumulative premium collection 
of  Rs 463.37 Cr, claims amounting to Rs 
220.35 Cr have been settled in favour of  
farmers, providing crucial financial sup-
port against crop losses.

Reviewing the status of  Kharif  2025 
claims, it was divulged that claims 
amounting to Rs 53.58 Cr have been sub-
mitted covering 1.27 lakh farmers across 
the Union Territory. Of  these, nearly 2.01 
lakh farmers were enrolled under PMFBY 
during Kharif  2025, covering an insured 
area of  more than 75,000 hectares.

The meeting also reviewed localized 
calamity and post-harvest loss claims 
reported during Rabi 2025-26. It was 
informed that over 2,100 loss intimations 
have been received from farmers, involv-
ing a claim amount exceeding Rs 5.52 Cr. 
The Agriculture Production Department 
is closely coordinating with stakeholders 
to ensure prompt processing and settle-
ment of  eligible claims.

On the coverage achieved during Rabi 
2025-26, the Chief  Secretary was informed 
that Jammu and Kashmir has registered 
significant growth in farmer enrolment 
and area coverage under the crop insur-
ance programme compared to the previ-
ous season. The Union Territory recorded 
one of  the highest growth rates in farmer 
enrolment among participating States 
and Union Territories, the meeting was 
apprised.

Regarding the status of  coverage of  
Kisan Credit Card (KCC) holders under 
PMFBY it was observed that while sub-
stantial progress has been achieved, there 
remains considerable scope for improving 
saturation levels among eligible loanee 
farmers..

The meeting further deliberated on 
the implementation of  the Restructured 
Weather Based Crop Insurance Scheme 
(RWBCIS) in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Detailed presentations were made regard-
ing premium structures, financial implica-
tions and tendering processes.

 The advisories issued by the Govern-
ment of  India concerning proposed revi-
sions in the operational guidelines of  
PMFBY and RWBCIS and the forthcom-
ing national tender cycle beginning from 
Kharif  2026 also came up for discussion 
during the meeting.

Emphasizing the need to safeguard 
farmers' interests while ensuring fiscal 
prudence, the Chief  Secretary directed 
the Agriculture Production Department 
to undertake all preparatory measures 
required for timely implementation of  
crop insurance schemes in accordance 
with Government of  India guidelines and 
emerging policy frameworks.

He reiterated the Government's com-
mitment to strengthening crop insurance 
coverage and enhancing resilience of  the 
farming sector against weather-related 
and other production risks, thereby ensur-
ing greater income security for farmers 
across Jammu and Kashmir.

J&K Female Gross
The official figures in this regard 

reveal that J&K has recorded the second 
highest decline in the transition rate 
across the country during this period.

“The steepest declines in transition 
from secondary to higher secondary 
between the years 2014 and 2024 were 
recorded in Arunachal Pradesh with 81.8 
percent to 60.7 percent and  Jammu & 
Kashmir with 93.38 percent to 72.9 per-
cent.”

The documents further said that 
despite notable improvements, per-
sistent challenges remain in ensuring 
retention through the higher secondary 
stage—(KNO)

CM Omar On Reports
concerned, we will never support such 

a move”.
Commenting about the review meeting 

in Bandipora, he said his government 
would address the developmental con-
cerns raised by public representatives 
and make every possible effort to resolve 
pending issues in the district.

Omar Abdullah, accompanied by advi-
sor Nasir Aslam Wani, deputy chief  
minister Surinder Choudhary, cabinet 
ministers and senior officials, chaired a 
review meeting in Bandipora to assess 
the implementation of  development pro-
grammes and examine the status of  vari-
ous projects across the district.

The chief  minister said he reviewed 
the performance of  works undertaken 
under last year's development plan and 
identified areas requiring attention.

He said legislators representing Ban-
dipora, Sonawari and Gurez highlight-
ed local issues and demands during the 
meeting and sought intervention in sec-
tors requiring improvement.

“The concerns and expectations of  
the people were conveyed by their rep-
resentatives. We have assured them that 
whatever is possible from our side will be 
done,” he said.

Among the issues discussed was the 
upgradation of  district hospital Bandi-
pora, which has been functioning from 
a new building for several years but is 
yet to be formally upgraded.

CM Omar said the matter was taken 
up during the review and added that 
Health Minister Sakina Itoo, who joined 
the meeting virtually, assured that pend-
ing requirements related to the facility 
would be addressed by her department—
(KNO)

MHA Team Led By
Home Minister directed officials to put in 

place a comprehensive, multi-layered securi-
ty grid along the Yatra routes through close 
coordination between Central Armed Police 
Forces (CAPFs), the Jammu and Kashmir 
Police, and other security agencies.

Shah laid emphasis on integrating 
modern technology with traditional secu-
rity mechanisms.

During the meeting officials were directed 
to ensure extensive deployment of  drones, 
CCTV surveillance, and advanced monitor-
ing systems to further strengthen situational 
awareness and threat response capabilities.

The Home Minister also instructed that 
senior officers from CAPFs and the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police be deployed at key camp 
locations to maintain continuous oversight 
of  arrangements on the ground throughout 
the duration of  the Yatra.

Apart from the Yatra routes, HM Shah 
asked officials to ensure enhanced security 
arrangements at other major tourist loca-
tions across Jammu and Kashmir so that 
visiting pilgrims can travel safely and with-
out disruption.

The annual Amarnath Yatra, which 
draws thousands of  devotees each year to 
the Himalayan shrine, is set to commence on 
July 3, with authorities working to ensure 
tight security and smooth management 
amid challenging terrain and weather con-
ditions—(KNO)
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD(R&B) DIVISION QAZIGUND
ADDENDUM.

Subject: 1) Construction of GT at HSS Checki Wangund.
 2)  Construction of GT at PS Astan Check. 
 3)   Construction of GT at MS Shistergam.
Reference: NIT No.50 OF R&B/QAZIGUND/2025-26 /E-TENDERING/5157-71  DATED:07-02-2026  and Instructions issued by 

Deputy Director Samagra Shiksha J&K Jammu vide No. Edu/SmS/PD/2025-26/Misc-01 Dated: 20-01-2026
Kindly read updations/Amendments made in above referred NIT as under:

Please Read Instead of
For Item No.01 , 02  
AAA.No. Society Order- 82 –Chirag of 2022,                 Dated:- 19-09-2022 Issued under endorsement 
No.Edu/SPD/Plg/AAA-36/2022-23 Dated: 19-09-2022  and Item No.03 
AAA.No. Society Order:- 79 –Chirag of 2023,             Dated:- 10-05-2023 Issued under endorsement 
No.Edu/SPD/Plg/AAA-36/2022-23 Dated: 10-05-2023

For Item No.01, 02 & 03 
AAA No.  Edu/SmS/
PD/2025-26/Misc-01 
Dated: 20-01-2026

All other terms and conditions shall remain unchanged.
No.R&B/Qzd/25-26/5209-11  Sd/-
Dated:  10-02-2026 Executive Engineer,
   PWD (R&B) Division Qazigund

DIPK-2275-26
DT: 17/06/2026

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
SUB TRANSMISSION DIVISION-IIND, RAJBAGH, SRINAGAR

 TENDER NOTICE 
eNIT No STD-II / 35 of 2026-27 Dated 17-06-2026

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Jammu and Kashmir Union Territory, e-Tender (In Two Cover System) is hereby invited from 
A-class electrical contractors/registered firms enlisted with CPWD/MES/Railways/DGS&D and Inspection Agency for “Augmentation 
of Receiving station Hafroo.”

SNO Description of Work Earnest Money (In Rs) Estimated Cost (In Lacs) Last date of submission 
of e-bid

01 Augmentation of Receiving station Hafroo. 68140.00 Rs 34.07 Lacs 09-07-2026; 4:30pm

1. Bidders are advised to study the Bidding Document carefully. Submission of e-Bid against this SBD shall be deemed to have 
been done after careful study and examination of the procedures, terms and conditions of the Standard Bidding Document with 
full understanding of its implications by the bidder. 

2. The tender document is available  on website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may view or download the e-Bid doc-
ument, seek clarification and submit their e-Bid on line up to date as per the details mentioned in the table below: 

A Date & Time of downloading of Standard Bidding Document The standard Bidding Document can be downloaded over-
http://jktenders.gov.in from 18-06-2026; 4:30pm

B Sale of Bid Document (Start) 18-06-2026; 4:30pm
C Sale of Bid Document (End) 09-07-2026; 4:30pm

D e-Bid submission (start) date and time (submission of e-tender fee, 
EMD and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS format) 18-06-2026; 4:30pm

E e-Bid submission (End) date and time (submission of e-tender fee, 
EMD and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS format) 09-07-2026; 4:30pm

F Online commercial and technical e-bid opening date and time 10-07-2026; 2:30pm

G Online financial e-bid opening date & time (only of the technically 
qualified bidders) Will be communicated to the technically qualified bidders

H Venue of opening of technical & financial e-bids The office of Executive Engineer, STD-II, Rajbagh, Srinagar
I Cost of e-bid document Rs 1000.00(Rupees One Thousand Only)

J Amount of Earnest Money Deposit Rs 68140.00 (Rupees Sixty-Eight Thousand One Hun-
dred and Forty Only)

3. T The bidders need to submit the proof/Cost of e-Bid document as stated above through e-Challan/Treasury Receipt pledged to 
Executive Engineer, STD-II, Rajbagh, Srinagar to be credited to M.H-0801-Power payable at Srinagar. The scanned copy of the 
e-Challan/Treasury Receipt must be enclosed along with the e-Bids.

4.  All the e-Bids must be accompanied by the scanned copy of EMD in the form of CDR / FDR only, pledged to the Executive Engi-
neer, STD-II, Rajbagh, Srinagar. No Interest would be payable on Earnest Money deposited with the Department.

a. Hard Copy of e-bid (complete) shall have to be submitted to the office of the Executive Engineer, STD-II, Rajbagh, Srinagar only 
from the bidder who is declared L1 after opening of financial bids.

b. The date and time of opening of financial bids shall be notified on web site http://jktenders.gov.in. This is conveyed to the qual-
ified bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The financial bids shall be opened accordingly 
online on the same web site at the office of the Executive Engineer, STD-II, Rajbagh, Srinagar.

5. The e-Bids will be electronically opened in the presence of bidder’s representatives, who choose to attend at the identified ven-
ue on indicated date and time mentioned in the above table or any subsequent day to the convenience of the Tender Opening 
Committee. An authority letter of bidder’ representative will be required to be produced. 

6. The Department reserves the right to cancel any or all the e- Bids/ the e- Bid process without assigning any reason thereof. The 
decision of department will be final and binding.  

7. In the event of date specified for e-Bids opening being a holiday/closed day for department’s office then the due date for open-
ing of e-Bids shall be the following working day at the same time and place.

8. All the required documents excluding Price Schedule/BOQ should be uploaded by the e-Bidder electronically in the PDF format, 
whereas Price Schedule/BOQ should be up loaded electronically in the same BOQ sheet provided with the SBD.

9. To participate in e-bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’class III(b) As per InformationTech-
nologyAct-2000, to participate in online bidding.

10. Hard Copy of requisite documents shall be required to be submitted only by the Lowest Tenderer along with original CDR and 
e-Challan/Treasury Receipt instantly after opening of e-NIT pledged to Executive Engineer, STD-II, Rajbagh, Srinagar. 

11. The Name of the Work/Job along with e-NIT reference should be superscripted in bold letters on the envelope and the Name/
Firm should be clearly written on the cover.

The name of the bidder and e-NIT no. shall be clearly written on the cover. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. Any other 
information regarding e-tendering process can be had from the office of the Executive Engineer, STD-II, Rajbagh, Srinagar.
No: STD-II/2061-63/Ts Sd/-
Dated: 17-06-2026 Executive Engineer,
DIPK-NB-799-26 Sub Transmission Division-II,
DT: 17/06/2026 Rajbagh, Srinagar.

PCC issues closure notices to 11 CA 

cold storage units in Lassipora

Chief Secretary reviews 
implementation of POSH Act
Calls for enhanced awareness among women and capacity building across J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Wednes-
day chaired a high-level 
meeting to review the 
implementation of  the 
Sexual Harassment of  
Women at Workplace (Pre-
vention, Prohibition and 
Redressal) Act, 2013 (POSH 
Act) across J&K, emphasiz-
ing the need for ensuring 
safe, secure and conducive 
work environments for 
women in both public and 
private sectors.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Principal Secretary, 
Home Department; Com-
missioner Secretary, Social 
Welfare Department; 
Divisional Commissioner, 
Jammu/Kashmir; Com-
missioner Secretary, Law 
Department; Secretary, 
Rural Development Depart-
ment; Secretary, Transport 
Department; Managing 
Director, Mission Shakti; 
Joint Director, Information 
Department, besides other 
concerned officers

During the meeting, the 
Chief  Secretary under-
scored the importance of  
implementing the provi-
sions of  the POSH Act 
and the directions of  the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court in 
their true letter and spirit.

He directed the Social 
Welfare Department to 
devise a comprehensive 
implementation frame-
work clearly delineating 
responsibilities at various 
levels to ensure that all 
workplaces are compli-
ant with the provisions of  
the Act and remain safe 
and supportive spaces for 
women employees.

Stressing the need for 
widespread awareness, 

Dulloo called for inten-
sified outreach among 
women working in govern-
ment departments, public 
institutions and private 
establishments regarding 
their rights, safeguards 
and grievance redressal 
mechanisms available 
under the Act.

He also emphasized the 
need for regular capacity-
building programmes for 
all stakeholders, including 
District Nodal Officers, 
members of  Internal Com-
plaints Committees (ICCs) 
and other functionaries 
responsible for enforcing 
the Act.

The Chief  Secretary 
advised the Law Depart-
ment to facilitate training 
programmes through the 
Legal Services Authorities 
and strengthen awareness 
and legal literacy initia-
tives related to the Act.

 He further directed Mis-
sion Shakti to ensure that 
districts regularly orga-
nize ‘Mahila Jan Sunwai’ 
programmes on a monthly 
basis under the supervi-
sion of  District Magis-
trates, Senior Superinten-
dents of  Police and District 
Legal Services Authorities 
(DLSAs), providing a dedi-
cated platform for women 
to raise their grievances 
and seek timely redressal.

He also instructed the 
departmentto undertake 
extensive dissemination 

of  Information, Educa-
tion and Communication 
(IEC) material related to 
the POSH Act, Women 
Helpline-181 and the SHe-
Box portal at workplaces 
and through departmen-
tal websites to enhance 
awareness and accessibil-
ity of  grievance redressal 
mechanisms.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Commissioner Sec-
retary, Social Welfare 
Department, Sarmad 
Hafeez, highlighted the key 
provisions of  the POSH Act 
and outlined the measures 
being undertaken for its 
effective implementation 
across the Union Territory.

He informed that Inter-
nal Complaints Commit-
tees have been constituted 
in government offices 
down to the Tehsil and 
Block levels. Additionally, 
978 institutions and work-
places employing women 
have been identified so far. 
He stressed the need for 
comprehensive identifica-
tion and mapping of  all 
workplaces across districts 
in accordance with the pro-
visions of  the Act and the 
directions of  the Hon’ble 
Supreme Court.

Sarmad Hafeez further 
informed that all govern-
ment departments and pri-
vate establishments have 
been advised to promi-
nently display details of  
Women Helpline-181 and 

the SHe-Box portal to facil-
itate easy access to support 
and complaint registration 
mechanisms for women 
employees.

He added that the 
department is planning a 
series of  capacity-building 
workshops and an inten-
sive IEC campaigns in the 
coming months to create 
greater awareness about 
workplace safety and wom-
en’s rights under the Act.

Additionally Mission 
Director, Mission Vat-
salya/Mission Shakti, 
Rubina Kousar, also pre-
sented an overview of  the 
measures being undertak-
en to strengthen the imple-
mentation framework of  
the Act and improve insti-
tutional response mecha-
nisms for addressing com-
plaints of  workplace sexual 
harassment.

She informed the meet-
ing that 2,826 government 
offices and 1,048 private 
establishments have been 
mapped on the designated 
portal, with the number 
continuously increasing as 
more workplaces are iden-
tified and brought under 
the system. She further 
revealed that three com-
plaints of  sexual harass-
ment had been received 
and addressed in accor-
dance with the provisions 
of  the Act.

Kousar also highlighted 
the department’s ongoing 
capacity-building initiatives, 
stating that nodal officers 
have been designated in all 
districts while the process 
of  identifying and mapping 
workplaces is being carried 
out on a continuous basis 
to ensure comprehensive 
coverage under the POSH 
framework.

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Eleven Con-
trolled Atmosphere (CA) 
cold storage units in Las-
sipora Industrial Growth 
Centre (IGC), one of  Kash-
mir’s most important apple 
storage hubs, have been 
served closure notices by 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Pollution Control Commit-
tee (PCC) for alleged vio-
lations of  environmental 
laws, including the absence 
of  mandatory pollution-
control infrastructure.Maps

Official documents reveal 
that the Pollution Control 
Committee has initiated 
closure proceedings against 
several prominent cold stor-
age units after inspections 
reportedly found serious 
deficiencies in environmen-
tal compliance, particularly 
the absence of  Effluent 
Treatment Plants (ETPs) and 
composite pits required for 
management of  wastewater 
generated during operations.

The units that have come 
under the scanner include 
Fruitin Agro Private Lim-
ited, Simnani Agro Fresh, 
Kohinoor Cold Chain Pvt. 
Ltd., Tufaah Agri Fresh Pvt. 
Ltd., Evergreen Cold Chain 
Pvt. Ltd., Peaks Agro Ware-
housing, Kashmir Fruit 
Preserves-I, Kashmir Fruit 
Preserves-II, Fruit Master 
Beverages, Super Fresh 
Agri Products and Alpine 

Agro Fresh Pvt. Ltd.
The PCC orders, issued 

under provisions of  the 
Water (Prevention and Con-
trol of  Pollution) Act and the 
Air (Prevention and Control 
of  Pollution) Act, direct clo-
sure of  the units and also 
recommend disconnection 
of electricity and water sup-
plies in cases where viola-
tions persist.

Documents show that 
inspections conducted by 
PCC officials reported that 
certain units neither had 
Effluent Treatment Plants 
installed nor composite pits 
for handling wastewater, 
despite repeated notices and 
opportunities for compliance. 
In some cases, authorities 
also cited operation without 
valid consent from the Pollu-
tion Control Committee.

The Pollution Control 
Committee did not limit its 
action to issuing closure 
directions alone. The orders 
also directed the Deputy 
Commissioner Pulwama to 
ensure closure of  the units, 
while asking the Executive 
Engineer of  the Kashmir 
Power Distribution Cor-
poration Limited (KPDCL) 
to disconnect electricity 
supply and the Executive 
Engineer of  the Public 
Health Engineering (PHE) 
Department to disconnect 
water supply to the con-
cerned cold storage facili-
ties. The unit holders were 

further directed to cease 
operations forthwith, indi-
cating the seriousness with 
which the environmental 
violations were viewed by 
the regulatory authorities.

The repeated finding 
in the orders is no Efflu-
ent Treatment Plant (ETP) 
installed, no composite pit 
provided, units continued 
operations despite notices 
and some units were alleg-
edly operating without valid 
consent renewal from PCC.

In the case of  Alpine 
Agro Fresh, PCC specifi-
cally recorded that the unit 
holder failed to renew con-
sent after expiry and that 
inspection found neither 
an ETP nor a composite pit. 
The same findings appear in 
the orders against Tufaah 
Agri Fresh and Super Fresh 
Agri Products.

Environmental experts 
point out that wastewater 
generated from washing, 
grading and handling fruit 
in CA stores requires sci-
entific treatment before 
discharge. Untreated efflu-
ents, particularly cold water 
discharges and processing 
waste, can adversely affect 
nearby water bodies, vegeta-
tion and local ecology if  not 
properly managed.

Estates Manager Lassi-
pora Fayaz Ahmad stated 
that the Industrial Estate 
had not received any closure 
order copies from the Pollu-

tion Control Committee.
His statement has raised 

fresh questions, as verified 
PCC documents clearly indi-
cate that closure proceed-
ings were initiated against 
several CA stores operating 
in Lassipora. The appar-
ent contradiction between 
the official records and the 
position taken by the Estate 
administration is likely to 
invite further scrutiny.

The development has 
triggered concerns within 
Kashmir’s apple industry, as 
Lassipora houses some of the 
Valley’s largest Controlled 
Atmosphere storage facilities 
that play a crucial role in pre-
serving fruit and supporting 
the horticulture economy.

The case also brings into 
focus a larger environmen-
tal question: whether waste-
water generated by cold 
storage facilities is being 
scientifically treated before 
disposal and whether the 
required treatment infra-
structure is fully functional 
across the industrial estate.

With eleven units report-
edly shut and environmen-
tal compliance under scru-
tiny, stakeholders are now 
awaiting clarification from 
the Pollution Control Com-
mittee, Industrial Estate 
authorities and the manage-
ments of  the affected units 
regarding the status of  com-
pliance and future course of  
action. [KNT]

Pulwama gears up for Yoga Day celebrations
DC finalizes preparations, stresses wider public participation

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Pulwama, 
Dr. Basharat Qayoom 
Wednesday chaired a meet-
ing at the Administrative 
Complex Pulwama to review 
and finalize arrangements 
for the observance of  the 
12th International Day of  
Yoga 2026 across the district.

During the meeting, the 

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Pulwama gave 
a detailed presentation 
outlining the proposed pro-
gramme and arrangements 
for the district-level event as 
well as activities planned at 
the sub-divisional and insti-
tutional levels.

The meeting was 
informed that the main dis-
trict-level Yoga Day function 
will be held at the Hockey 

Turf near Boys Higher Sec-
ondary School, Pulwama, 
where a mass yoga session 
will be organised. Similar 
events will also be conduct-
ed at sub-divisional levels 
including at Awanti Swami 
Temple, Awantipora and 
Government Degree College 
Bajwani, Tral, besides edu-
cational institutions, AYUSH 
centres, Amrit Sarovar sites 
and other designated loca-

tions across the district.
Reviewing the prepara-

tions, the DC called for the 
involvement of  elected rep-
resentatives, political work-
ers, general public, mem-
bers of  various associations, 
civil society organisations, 
youth groups, students, gov-
ernment officials, ex-PRI 
members, ex-DDC members 
and former ULB representa-
tives in the celebrations.

DLTC meeting held to review 

Telecom infrastructure 

works in G'bal

Custodian General reviews 
DILRMP progress in Anantnag
Calls for timely and accurate Digitisation 
of Land Records

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: Custodian 
General J&K, Tassaduq Hus-
sain Mir, recently designated 
by the Government as District 
Mentor, Digital India Land 
Records Modernization Pro-
gram (DILRMP) for Anantnag, 
chaired a comprehensive meet-
ing of the concerned officers 
Wednesday at Dak Bunglalow, 
Khanabal, to review the prog-
ress made by the district on the 
flagship initiative so far.

The meeting was attend-
ed by ACR, SDMs, Tehsil-
dars, Naib Tehsildars, digi-
tisation centres' staff  and 
other officials of  the revenue 
department.

At the outset, the ACR deliv-
ered a detailed presentation on 
digitisation of land records and 
Massavies, uploading of back-
log mutations, SVAMITVA and 
other aspects of DILRMP. He 
briefed the Custodian General 
that Jambandies of all 394 Rev-
enue Villages have been digi-
tised and 100 percent upload-
ing of backlog mutations has 
been achieved. He further 
informed the chair that out 
of 394, a total of 391 Massav-
ies (Cadastral Maps), stand 
digitised till date and the same 
have been sent for uploading 
on the designated portal.

 Moreover, subparcelisa-
tion has been completed in 
respect of 127 Cadastral Maps 

and under SWAMITVA, drone 
survey has been conducted in 
372 revenue villages till date.

Addressing the meeting, 
the Custodian General said 
that quality of  land records 
digitisation will be highly 
beneficial for the citizens in 
future. He lauded the offi-
cials for making appreciable 
achievements in digitisation 
and stressed on its time bound 
completion without compro-
mising on data accuracy.

Tassaduq Hussain empha-
sized that digitization initia-
tive is aimed at enhancing 
transparency and ensuring 
that citizens have easy access 
to vital land-related informa-
tion. He said that conducting 
digitization in a meticulous 
way is essential to stream-
line revenue-related services, 
adding that appropriate course 
of action be adopted by the offi-
cials associated with the task.

Calling digitisation of rev-
enue records a crucial reform 
to enhance transparency and 
public service delivery, the 
Custodian General impressed 
upon the officers to continue 
the efforts for achieving 
desired targets within the 
stipulated timeframe. He 
instructed them to follow the 
due process while capturing 
revenue data adding that cor-
rect information be compiled 
for any reference or record 
purpose.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: A meeting 
of  the District Level Tele-
com Committee (DLTC) 
was Wednesday held under 
the chairmanship of  the 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC) Gander-
bal, Syed Faheem Bihaqi 
to review the progress of  
telecom infrastructure 
projects and assess the 
status of  mobile connectiv-
ity across the district.

During the meeting, a 
detailed review was held 
regarding the implemen-
tation of  BSNL 4G satu-
ration projects, pending 
Right of  Way (RoW) cases, 
and the progress achieved 
under BharatNet and 
other initiatives aimed at 
strengthening telecom-
munications infrastruc-
ture in the district.

 The meeting discussed 
the current status of  ongo-
ing projects and measures 
required to enhance mobile 
and internet connectivity, 
particularly in remote and 
underserved areas.

A key issue highlighted 
during the meeting was 
the poor mobile network 
coverage in and around 
District Hospital Gan-
derbal. Emphasizing the 
importance of  reliable 
communication facilities 
in healthcare institutions, 

the ADC directed the con-
cerned telecom operators 
and line departments to 
take immediate steps to 
improve network connec-
tivity at the hospital and 
ensure uninterrupted com-
munication services.

The ADC also reviewed 
the progress of  Bharat-
Net projects in the dis-
trict. It was informed 
that work at several 
locations has been com-
pleted, while the remain-
ing works are at different 
stages of  execution.

Directing the execut-
ing agencies to expedite 
the pace of  work, the ADC 
stressed the need for timely 
completion of  all pending 
projects, particularly at 
locations where tendering 
formalities have already 
been completed. He urged 
all stakeholders to work 
in close coordination to 
ensure seamless and reli-
able telecom connectivity 
across the district.

Among others, the 
meeting was attended by 
Superintending Engineer 
PW (R&B), Assistant Com-
missioner Development, 
Medical Superintendent 
District Hospital Gander-
bal, officers of  various 
line departments and rep-
resentatives of  BSNL, Jio 
and other telecom service 
providers.
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YSS Felicitates 15-Year-
Old Cricket Sensation 
Aleeza Shahnawaz

AZHAR HAJINI

ANANTNAG: At just 15 
years age, Bonigam Qazi-
gund’s Aleeza Shahnawaz 
is proving that hard work 
speaks much louder than 
social media fame. Instead 
of  chasing online likes, 
the young cricketer has 
focused entirely on her 
game and it is paying off  
massively.

After making her nation-
al debut in 2025 through the 
J&K Department of  Youth 
Services & Sports (DYSS), 
Aleeza rapidly climbed the 
ranks. She quickly earned 
spots on the Under-19 and 
Under-23 teams, and has 
now achieved a massive 
milestone: joining the 
Jammu & Kashmir Cricket 
Association (JKCA) Senior 
Women’s Team.

Behind Aleeza’s rapid 
rise is the deep support of  
her parents, Shahnawaz 
and Aasfy. Their sacrifices 
and belief  in her talent, 
combined with Aleeza's 
relentless work ethic, 
turned her childhood 
dream into reality.

To honor this incredible 
achievement, the Director-
ate of  Youth Services & 
Sports officially felicitated 
the young cricketer. Dis-
trict Youth Services and 
Sports Officer Anantnag 
Zahoor Ahmad Wani per-
sonally visited Aleeza’s 
home along with some 
field officials to congratu-
late her on behalf  of  Direc-
tor General of  YSS Anu-
radha Gupta, presenting 
the family with a token of  
appreciation to celebrate 
her success and encour-

age her bright future in 
cricket.

During the visit, Alee-
za’s parents shared their 
deep gratitude toward the 
YSS. They noted that her 
2025 national debut which 
she played with the sup-
port of  the Directorate of  
Youth Services and Sports 
J&K was the ultimate turn-
ing point for her career, 
giving her the confidence 
to dream bigger and push 
harder.

Aleeza’s journey is a 
powerful reminder that 
true champions are built 
through grit and consis-
tent performance. As she 
proudly represents JK on 
the senior stage, she stands 
as a shining example that 
talent, hard work, and 
resilience will always find 
their way to the top.

Div Com reviews Preparations for 

International Yoga Day Celebrations
GMK SPORTS DESK

SRINAGAR: Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir, 
Anshul Garg, on Wednes-
day chaired a high-level 
review meeting to assess 
and finalize arrangements 
for the observance of  Inter-
national Yoga Day across 
the Kashmir Division.

The meeting was 
attended by Deputy Com-
missioners, Commissioner 
Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration (SMC), Director 
AYUSH, Director SKICC, 
and senior officers from 
various departments, 
including Health, School 
Education, Sports Council, 
Fire & Emergency Servic-
es, Traffic Police and other 
stakeholder agencies.

The flagship event is 
scheduled to be held at the 
SKICC on June 21 from 6:00 
AM to 8:00 AM.

Reviewing the prepara-
tions, the Divisional Com-
missioner directed the 
Director AYUSH to ensure 
the timely distribution of  
yoga mats and T-shirts 
among participants.

He further instructed 
the Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar 
and Deputy Director Plan-
ning (DDP) to formulate a 
comprehensive transpor-

tation plan to facilitate 
the smooth movement and 
punctual arrival of  partici-
pants at the venue.

Deputy Commissioners 
apprised the chair of  dis-
trict-level arrangements, 
including the organization 
of  yoga sessions at promi-
nent tourist destinations 
and iconic locations, as 
well as provisions for live 
streaming of  the event 

across all districts.
The Divisional Com-

missioner also reviewed 
logistical arrangements 
at the main venue, includ-
ing the installation of  a 
public address system 
for the National Anthem, 
installation of  LED dis-
play screens, instruc-
tor platforms, drinking 
water facilities, sanitation 
arrangements, besides  dis-

tribution of  refreshments 
to participants after the 
culmination of  the event.

To ensure effective doc-
umentation and reporting 
of  Yoga Day activities, he 
issued directions for heads 
of  educational institutions 
to register on the AYUSH 
Department portal and 
upload photographs of  
events conducted under 
the International Yoga Day 
programme.

Also, Garg instructed 
all concerned officers to 
ensure the live streaming 
of  the Prime Minister’s 
Yoga Day session.

Further, he stressed the 
need for seamless inter-
departmental coordination 
and directed all depart-
ments to ensure that neces-
sary arrangements are put 
in place well in advance for 
the successful conduct of  
the event.

Bengal T20 League: Siliguri Strikers 

seal last semifinal spot as Season 3 

enters decisive phase
IANS

KOLKATA: Servotech Sili-
guri Strikers, Novus Royals 
Purulia, Sobisco Smashers 
Malda, and Shrachi Rarh 
Tigers have made it to the 
semifinals of  Season 3 of  
the Bengal T20 League 
men's competition after 
consistent performances 
in the league stage.

In the day's second 
match, Siliguri Strikers 
beat Rashmi NES Medini-
pur Wizards by 7 wickets 
at the Eden Gardens to seal 
their place in the last four.

Earlier in the day, Puru-
lia booked their spot in the 
semifinals after beating 
Malda by 8 runs in their 
final league game of  the 
season.

Batting first, Purulia 
scored 139/8 in 20 overs, 
with Yuvraj Deepak Kesh-
wani top-scoring with 40 off  
28 balls. For Malda, Suraj 
Sindhu Jaiswal, Ramesh 
Prasad, and Prayas Ray 
Barman bagged two wick-
ets each.

In reply, Malda fell short, 
scoring 131/8 in 20 overs. 
Prayas Ray Barman top-
scored with 32 off  28 balls 
for Malda. Mithilesh Das 
(3-18) and Pradipta Praman-
ik (3-20) were the pick of  the 
Purulia bowlers.

In the second match, 
batting first, Medinipur 
posted 163/4 in 20 overs, 
thanks to Priyanshu 
Gaurav Srivastava (70 not 
out off  52) and Abhishek 
Das (42). For Siliguri Strik-
ers, Akhilesh Yadav bagged 
three wickets.

In reply, Siliguri Strikers 
went over the line comfort-

ably, scoring 167/4 in 18.2 
overs. Sudip Chatterjee (34 
off  19), Karan Lal (48 off  43), 
Vishal Bhati (28 off  20), Sne-
hasish Saha (22 not out), and 
Pramod Chandila (20 not 
out) impressed with the bat 
for Siliguri Strikers.

The Bengal T20 League 
is a franchise-based T20 
cricket competition organ-
ised under the aegis of  
the Cricket Association of  
Bengal (CAB). Now in its 
third season, the league 
features eight city-based 
franchises represent-
ing the breadth of  West 
Bengal - Adamas Howrah 
Warriors, Novus Royals 
Purulia, Kolkata Royal 
Tigers, Murshidabad 

Kings & Kueens, Rashmi 
Nes Medinipur Wizards, 
Servotech Siliguri Strikers, 
Shrachi Rarh Tigers, and 
Sobisco Smashers Malda 
— competing across men's 
and women's competitions. 
Men's matches are held at 
Eden Gardens, Kolkata, 
with women's matches at 
the JU Salt Lake Campus, 
Kolkata.

Brief  scores:
Novus Royals Purulia 

139/8 (20 overs) beat Sobis-
co Smashers Malda 131/8 
(20 overs) by 8 runs

Rashmi NES Medinipur 
Wizards 163/4 (20 overs) 
lost to Servotech Siliguri 
Strikers 167/3 (18.2 overs) 
by 7 wickets 

World Cup Hat Tricks: Messi'S Was The Latest, An 

American Scored The First And Other Key Facts
AP 

ATLANTA: At age 38 and 
playing in his sixth World 
Cup, Lionel Messi has his 
first hat trick in soccer's 
biggest tournament and 
Argentina's defense of  the 
trophy is off  to a flying 
start.

Messi's three goals in 
the 3-0 win over Algeria on 
Tuesday saw him become 
the joint highest scorer in 
men's World Cup history 
alongside Germany's Miro-
slav Klose with 16 in total. 
It was also the first hat 
trick of  this year's tourna-
ment and the 55th in World 
Cup history.

Hat tricks used to have 
a very different mean-
ingThe term “hat trick” is 
well-known to sports fans 
in the United States and, 
just like soccer, it is used in 
hockey to describe when a 
player scores three goals in 
one game. But it was origi-
nally used in cricket and 
is widely regarded to date 
back to 1858 when English 
bowler H.H. Stephenson 
took three wickets off  con-
secutive balls. It is said that 
a collection was made and 
Stephenson was presented 
with a hat to mark the feat.

The term has since 
spread to other sports to 

not only describe three 
goals, but anything from 
three consecutive wins, 
championships or even 
defeats.

According to the NHL, 
“hat trick” was used by 
newspapers as early as the 
1930s and the Hockey Hall 
of  Fame traces it back to a 
promotion by Toronto busi-
nessman Sammy Taft offer-
ing a free hat to a player 
who scored three goals in 
an NHL game in the city.

Messi joins a list of  
greats to score World Cup 
hat tricksPerhaps the big-
gest surprise is that it took 
Messi so long to record the 
latest feat in his trophy-
laden career.

The game against Alge-
ria was his record-extend-
ing 27th in the World Cup, 
two more than Germany's 
Lothar Matthäus. His first 
appearance was in 2006.

Messi became the oldest 
player to score a World Cup 

hat trick and joined a list 
of  greats that include Pelé, 
Eusebio, Gerd Müller, Cris-
tiano Ronaldo and Kylian 
Mbappé.

The next target will be to 
join an even more elite list 
of  players to have scored 
multiple World Cup hat 
tricks.

Only four players have 
achieved that feat: Sándor 
Kocsis, Just Fontaine, 
Müller and Gabriel Batis-
tuta.

The first World Cup 
hat trick was scored by an 
AmericanIt was at the first 
edition of  the World Cup 
in 1930 that American Bert 
Patenaude scored the com-
petition's first hat trick in a 
3-0 win over Paraguay. But 
it took several decades for 
it to be officially recognized 
by FIFA because there was 
a dispute over the scorer of  
one of  the goals.

According to the U.S. 
soccer federation, histo-
rian Colin Jose helped to 
convince FIFA to amend its 
records.

For a long time, Eng-
land's Geoff  Hurst was the 
only player to score a hat 
trick in a World Cup final 
as the Three Lions were 
crowned champion in 1966.

Mbappé emulated that 
feat in 2022, but he ended 
up on the losing team in 
Qatar against Messi's tri-
umphant Argentina.

World Cup hat tricks are 
becoming less commonThe 
most hat tricks in a single 
World Cup was eight in the 
1954 edition. The only edi-
tion in which none were 
scored was in 2006.

The last time there 
were more than two hat 
tricks at a World Cup was 
back in 1986 when there 
were four.

2026 FIFA WC: Portugal fail to build on early 
goal as Congo earn first points in 1-1 draw

IANS

HOUSTON: While his archri-
val Lionel Messi started 
Argentina's defence with a 
fine performance, Cristiano 
Ronaldo failed to score as 
Portugal were held to a disap-
pointing 1-1 draw by a fight-
ing Congo DR in a Group K 
match in the FIFA World Cup 
2026 at the Houston Stadium 
in Houston on Wednesday.

Portugal took an early 
lead with Joao Neves scoring 
as early as the sixth minute. 
But Congo DR fought back to 
level the score in added time 
in the first half.

Though Porgutal dominat-
ed possession, they could not 

convert that into three points 
as they failed to create potent 
attacks -- they had only one 
shot on target in the entire 
match -- to build on their early 
goal. It was celebration time 
for Congo. After 52 years away 
from the World Cup finals, 
the Leopards of  Congo DR 
earned their first-ever point, 
secured by the impressive 
Yoane Wissa's super header 
on the stroke of  half-time. 
They defended in numbers 
and did not allow Ronaldo and 
Portugal many opportunities 
to take advantage of.

With Colombia and 
Uzbekistan, the other teams 
in the Group, Portugal are 
expected to progress with 

ease from Group K, but 
Wednesday's draw adds to the 
pressure on Rolando's side.

Ronaldo set a record as he 
became the oldest outfield 
player ever to start a World 
Cup match. It was Ronaldo's 
23rd World Cup appearance, 
putting him fourth on the 
all-time list alongside Italian 
great Paolo Maldini. As well as 
being the oldest outfield player 
to start a World Cup match, 
at 41 years 132 days, Ronaldo 
became the second‑oldest 
outfield player to make an 
appearance at the tournament 
– behind Roger Milla, who 
was 42 years 39 days when he 
played for Cameroon against 
Russia on 28 June 1994.


