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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication We are breaking the chain of the drug trade at every single link. Whether 

it’s cross-border smugglers, peddlers or the terror financiers- there is 
no safe haven. Our agencies are hunting down every narco-terrorist 
and permanently dismantling their networks: Lieutenant Governor

Lok Bhavan Jammu & Kashmir
@LokBhavanJandK

“WE ARE BREAKING THE CHAIN OF THE DRUG TRADE AT EVERY SINGLE LINK. WHETHER 
it’s cross-border smugglers, peddlers or the terror financiers- there is no safe haven. Our agencies are hunting down 
every narco-terrorist and permanently dismantling their networks,”

...Teacher Eligibility Test

J&K Govt Files 
Review Petition 
In Supreme Court 

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Government 
has filed a review petition 
before the Supreme Court 
in connection with the 
Teacher Eligibility Test 
(TET) issue concerning 
teachers in the Union Ter-
ritory.

Education Minister 
Sakina Itoo announced 
the development on Satur-
day, stating that the gov-
ernment had fulfilled its 
commitment and formally 
moved the apex court for 

review of  the matter.
“As commit-

ted, the review 
petition has 
been filed before 
the Hon’ble 

Supreme Court. 
The Government 

has consistently pursued 
this matter and remains 
fully committed to safe-
guarding the interests of  
our teachers,” Itoo said in 
a statement.

The minister said the 
government had acted 
responsibly and proactive-
ly throughout the matter 
and had consistently fol-
lowed it up through con-
crete measures.

Earlier, the government 
had accorded sanction for 
filing a review petition, fol-
lowing which the Depart-
ment of  Law, Justice and 
Parliamentary Affairs 
directed its standing coun-
sel to initiate the necessary 
legal proceedings. P-06

      NEET-UG 2026

NTA Dismisses Claims 
Of Re-Exam Paper 
'Leak', Warns Of Action

AGENCIES
 

NEW DELHI: The National 
Testing Agency (NTA) on 
Saturday dismissed as "false" 
and "fraudulent" claims cir-
culating on social media 
about alleged leak or sale of  
the NEET-UG 2026 re-exam-
ination question paper and 
warned of strict action against 
those spreading such content.

In a statement on X, the 
agency said messages claim-
ing a "leak", advance access 
or "sale" of  the NEET-UG 
2026 re-examination paper 
were aimed at misleading 
students and parents.

"The National Testing 
Agency (NTA) has noted cer-
tain messages circulating on 
social media and messaging 
platforms claiming a 'leak', 
advance access or 'sale' of  the 
NEET (UG) 2026 re-exami-
nation question paper," the 
NTA said in a post on X.

"These claims are false, 
fraudulent and intended 
to mislead," the NTA said, 
adding that such content was 

being circulated by "organised 
cheating rackets" seeking to 
exploit the anxiety of  candi-
dates and their families by 
selling fake question papers.

"Such content is the work 
of  organised cheating rack-
ets that prey on the anxiety 
of  students and their fami-
lies. Their objective is to 
extort money by selling 
fake 'papers', and every such 
claim circulating is a fabrica-
tion," the agency added.

"The integrity of  the 
examination process is fully 
intact, and every safeguard is 
in place to ensure a fair and 
secure examination for all 
candidates," the agency said.

The NTA said it was active-
ly identifying and report-
ing the offending channels, 
accounts and content to the 
platforms and cyber-crime 
authorities for immediate 
takedown and action.

The agency further said 
it was filing a formal com-
plaint with law-enforcement 
and cyber-crime authorities, 
warning that P-06

No Safe Heaven For Cross-Border 
Smugglers, Terror Financiers In J&K: LG
Says we are breaking 
chain of  drug trade at 
every single link

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Satur-
day led a massive padyatra in 
Kishtwar as the ongoing drug-
free J&K campaign reached 
its19th district, reaffirming the 
administration’s commitment 
to eliminating drug abuse 
and narco-terrorism from the 
Union Territory.

 “We are breaking the 
chain of  the drug trade at 
every single link. Whether 
it’s cross-border smugglers, 
peddlers or the terror finan-
ciers- there is no safe haven. 
Our agencies are hunting 
down every narco-terrorist 
and permanently dismantling 
their networks,”  Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha said. 
He observed that over the last 
nearly two months, citizens 
from all walks of  life, have 
walked streets across the 
Union Territory, shared the 
pain of  affected families, and 
energized our youth.

“Our goal is to foster a 
grassroots resistance against 

drug abuse and end narco-
terrorism,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
was addressing the public rally 
at Kishtwar. The campaign has 
so far covered 19 districts of  
Jammu Kashmir, reinforcing 
a collective commitment to 
eradicate drugs from villages 
and towns.

“For 56 days I have pursued 
a single mission of  eliminat-
ing every drug smuggler and 
narco-terrorist from this 
land. Narco-terrorists and 
drug smugglers, whether in 
Pulwama or Ramban, Kulgam 
or Kishtwar, must understand 
this truth that there will be no 
mercy for those who ruin the 
future of  our young genera-

tion,” the Lieutenant Gover-
nor said.

He said under the leader-
ship of  Hon'ble Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, there is 
no mercy for narco-terrorists.

“We are ensuring that drug 
addicts who seek a path to 
recovery are provided all pos-
sible assistance and brought 
back to the mainstream with 
compassion and dignity. But 
compassion cannot be wasted 
on narco-terrorists who profit 
from others’ ruin, who thrive 
on destruction, who aim to 
drain the life from Kishtwar’s 
villages and towns. My objec-
tive is very clear that ruthless 
action will be taken against 
narco-P-06

LG Pays Obeisance At 
Ancient Shri Gauri Shankar 
Mandir In Kishtwar

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha Saturday 
paid obeisance at the ancient 
Shri Gauri Shankar Mandir, 
at Sarkoot, Kishtwar. He 
prayed for peace and prosper-
ity of  J&K UT and well-being 
of  one and all.

During his visit, the Lieu-
tenant Governor took up 
the demand projected by the 
public representatives and 
local residents, and instruct-
ed the District Administration 
to set about appropriate mea-
sures for the rejuvenation of  
the pond adjoining the temple.

The Lieutenant Governor 
was accompanied by Shri 
Sunil Sharma, P-06

Global Tensions May Impact 
LPG Supply Chain: Min Sharma

REHAN QAYOOM

JAMMU: Minister for 
Transport, Youth Services 
& Sports, Satish Sharma on 
Saturday said that although 
the Union Territory pres-
ently has adequate LPG 
stocks, but rising geo-
political tensions and 
global uncertainty 
could impact fuel 
supply chains and mar-
kets in the coming days.

Talking to reporters 
here, Minister Sharma, said 
the government is keeping a 
close watch on the situation 
and assured the public that 
there is no immediate short-
age of  LPG.

“We currently have suf-
ficient LPG stocks, but we 
must not ignore the fact that 
global conditions are not 
good. Geopolitical tensions 
will have an impact,” the 
Minister said.

Sharma said statements 
and actions by powerful 
nations continue to influ-

ence global trade and energy 
markets.

“Today, whatever the 
United States does, whether 
Trump speaks on Friday 
saying ‘we will attack,’ or 
traders speculate on mar-

kets on Tuesday saying 
the situation is fine, 
this is essentially a 
form of  trade war,” 
he said.

The minister said 
such uncertainty 

directly affects econo-
mies and supply systems 
across the world, including 
India.

He further expressed con-
cern over social divisions 
within the country, saying 
people remain occupied with 
communal and caste-based 
conflicts instead of  under-
standing broader global 
challenges.

“We are unable to fully 
understand it; in some ways, 
we are a hundred years 
behind. The British left 
behind divisions P-06

Census 2027 To Shape Future Development 
Policies Across India: Amit Sharma

WARIS FAYAZ

BARAMULLA: Director Census 
Operations and Chief  Principal 
Census Officer for Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh, Amit 
Sharma on Saturday said that 
Census 2027 will play a crucial 
role in shaping future devel-
opment policies and welfare 
schemes across the country, 
urging people to actively partici-
pate in the ongoing enumeration 
process and provide accurate 
information.

Addressing media here, 
Sharma, said the house listing 
phase of  the census is currently 
underway and will continue till 
June 30. He said the exercise is 
being conducted through a fully 
digital and paperless system, 
reflecting the country's growing 
digital governance framework.

The director said Baramulla 
district has 25 census charges, 
including 18 rural and seven 

urban charges, where enumera-
tors and supervisors are visiting 
households to collect informa-
tion through mobile-based appli-
cations.

"The last census was conduct-
ed in 2011. Updated population 
figures are essential for planning 
developmental projects, welfare 
initiatives and resource alloca-
tion. Accurate data helps people 

get their rightful share in gov-
ernment schemes," he said.

Appealing for public coopera-
tion, Sharma said the survey 
consists of  33 basic questions 
and urged residents to respond 
truthfully and accurately.

He also cautioned citizens 
against fraudsters attempting to 
misuse the census exercise for 
extracting personal P-06

CS Reviews Progress Of 
Health Sector Reforms In J&K
Calls For Expansion Of Trauma, 
Emergency And Critical Care Services 

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Satur-
day chaired a com-
prehensive review 
meeting to assess 
the  pro g ress 
achieved under 
the Health Sector 
Reforms being 
implemented across 
Jammu and Kashmir 
over the past couple of  years.

 The meeting examined 
reforms aimed at strength-
ening tertiary and secondary 
healthcare services, expand-
ing medical education, 
enhancing digital health 
infrastructure and improv-
ing access to specialized 
treatment facilities across 
the healthcare facilities of  
the Union Territory.

The meeting besides Com-
missioner Secretary, Health 

& Medical Education was 
attended by Director, SKIMS; 
MD, NHM; CEO, SHA; Princi-

pals of  Government Medi-
cal Colleges; Director 

Health, Kashmir/
Jammu repre-
sentatives from 
AIIMS Jammu, 
SMVDIME and 
other senior offi-

cers associated with 
the healthcare sector.

During the review, 
the Chief  Secretary was 
apprised of  the significant 
strides made in establishing 
collaborative institutional 
frameworks among Gov-
ernment Medical Colleges, 
SKIMS, AIIMS Jammu and 
other healthcare institutions 
for strengthening specialty 
and super-specialty services, 
capacity building, academic 
collaboration, research ini-
tiatives and digital P-06

Illegal Motorised Shikaras On Dal Lake Threaten 
Livelihoods, RTI Exposes Regulatory Failure

JAVED SHAH

SRINAGAR: What was once 
seen as a contest between 
traditional transport and 
modern technology has now 
emerged as a question of  law 
enforcement and regulatory 
accountability. Ironically, 
in this case, the “machine” 
appears to be operating out-
side the law while authorities 
remain silent spectators.

Fresh revelations obtained 
through the Right to Informa-
tion (RTI) Act have brought to 
light the growing menace of  
illegally motorised shikaras 
operating on the world-
famous Dal Lake. Accord-
ing to stakeholders, several 
shikaras have clandestinely 
fitted small engines in viola-
tion of  existing regulations, 
allowing them to ferry tour-

ists at higher speeds while 
undermining the livelihood 
of  licensed motor boat opera-
tors.

Members of  the motor 
boat community allege that 
the practice has flourished 
unchecked despite repeated 
complaints to the authori-
ties. They argue that illegal 
motorised shikaras are not 
only violating established 
rules but are also creating 

unfair competition for those 
who have invested heavily 
in licensed motor boats and 
comply with all regulatory 
requirements.

Raising serious concerns, 
Rafiq Ahmad, President of  
the Motor Boat Association 
Nishat, said the revelations 
exposed through the RTI have 
vindicated long-standing com-
plaints of  the association.

“It is the duty of  the Tour-

ism Police and other con-
cerned agencies to uphold the 
law and act against violators. 
Unfortunately, despite clear 
violations taking place in 
broad daylight, there appears 
to be no willingness to crack 
down on offenders,” he said.

Ahmad questioned why 
authorities had failed to ini-
tiate action despite being 
fully aware of  the illegal 
modifications being carried 
out on shikaras. He alleged 
that the continued inaction 
had emboldened violators 
and pushed many legitimate 
motor boat owners towards 
financial distress.

“The law cannot have two 
yardsticks. If  licensed opera-
tors are expected to follow 
every rule, then those illegal-
ly converting shikaras into 
motorised P-06

AIIMS Awantipora 
Review Triggers 
Political Row

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: A political contro-
versy has erupted in Jammu and 
Kashmir over the progress of  the 
AIIMS Awantipora project, with 
leaders from the ruling National 
Conference (NC) and the opposi-
tion People's Democratic Party 
(PDP) engaging in a war of  words 
over former Chief  Minister Meh-
booba Mufti’s recent visit to the 
premier healthcare institution.

According to the details avail-
able, the debate gained momentum 
after Mehbooba Mufti revealed that 
she had spoken to Union Health 
Minister J P Nadda and urged him 
to expedite the ongoing work at 
AIIMS Awantipora.

In a post on X, Mehbooba said 
she requested the Union Min-
ister to ensure that the project 
does not face any further delays.

“Spoke with Union Health 
Minister JP Nadda ji and 
requested him to expedite the 
ongoing work at AIIMS Awanti-
pora so that it doesn’t get delayed 
any further. He was kind P-06

India World's Fastest-Growing Major Economy 
Even As Many Face Uncertainty: Rajnath

AGENCIES

LUCKNOW: Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh on Satur-
day said that at a time when 
many countries are facing 
economic uncertainty, India 
continues to stand out as 
the "world's fastest-growing 
major economy".

In a post on X, Rajnath 
Singh said, "India's economy 
grew by 7.7 per cent in FY 2025-
26, with growth accelerating to 
7.8 per cent in the fourth quar-
ter, underscoring its resilience 
and underlying strength built 
over the last 12 years through 
the mantra of  Reform, Per-
form and Transform ."

He said, "At a time when 
many countries are facing 
economic uncertainty, India 
continues to stand out as 
the world's fastest-growing 
major economy."

Singh also said that under 
the leadership of  Prime Min-
ister NarendraModi, India 
has combined economic 
growth with stability, con-
fidence, sustainability and 

credibility.
"His unwavering com-

mitment to nation-building, 
focus on innovation, infra-
structure, and entrepreneur-
ship, and ability to steer the 
country through unprec-
edented global challenges 
have transformed India into 
a confident, resilient, and 
globally respected economic 
power," he added.

As India moves towards the 
vision of  Viksit Bharat, this 
growth story continues to 
create new opportunities and 
strengthen the aspirations of  
140 crore Indians, Singh said 
further in his post.
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Div Com  reviews arrangements 
for Mela Mata Kheer Bhawani
Directs departments to ensure comprehensive facilities for Devotees

CPCO visits Baramulla; Interacts with 

Officers, Enumerators, Supervisors
Urges Field Staff to ensure Accuracy, Transparency, Complete Coverage

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Ahead of  the 
annual Mela Mata Kheer 
Bhawani, Divisional Com-
missioner Kashmir, Anshul 
Garg, on Saturday chaired 
a high-level review meeting 
to assess preparedness and 
ensure seamless arrange-
ments for devotees visiting 
the revered shrine at Tul-
mulla, Ganderbal, as well 
as other prominent temple 
sites at Tikker (Kupwara), 
Manzgam and Devsar 
(Kulgam), and Logripora 
(Anantnag).

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Deputy Commis-
sioners of  Ganderbal, Sri-
nagar, Kupwara, Kulgam 
and Anantnag, along with 
senior officers from the 
Health Department, Food, 
Civil Supplies & Con-
sumer Affairs (FCS&CA), 
Kashmir Power Distribu-
tion Corporation Limited 
(KPDCL), Public Health 
Engineering (PHE), Tour-
ism, Transport, Fire & 
Emergency Services, Sri-
nagar Municipal Corpo-
ration (SMC), Jammu & 
Kashmir Road Transport 
Corporation (JKSRTC), 
Relief  and Rehabilitation 
Department, and Police.

Representatives of  vari-
ous Kashmiri Pandit orga-
nizations, including Soan 
Kashmir Front and Mata 
Kheer Bhawani Ji Yatra 
Welfare Society, also par-
ticipated in the meeting 
and shared their sugges-
tions regarding the con-
duct of  the annual festival.

During the meeting, 

representatives briefed the 
Divisional Commissioner 
about the schedule of  reli-
gious events and highlighted 
requirements relating to 
transportation, accommo-
dation, tentage, mobile toilet 
facilities, blankets, unin-
terrupted power supply, 
drinking water, sanitation 
and illumination of  temple 
premises.

Reviewing the prepared-
ness of  all departments, 
the Divisional Commis-
sioner directed the con-
cerned agencies to ensure 
uninterrupted availabil-
ity of  essential services, 
including safe drinking 
water, reliable electricity, 
adequate transport facili-
ties and medical aid for 
devotees.

He emphasized the 
importance of  special 
cleanliness drives and 
directed the concerned 
departments to undertake 
desiltation of  the canal 
flowing through the Tul-
mulla temple complex to 
enhance the overall ambi-

ence and provide a clean, 
aesthetically pleasing and 
spiritually enriching envi-
ronment for devotees.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner instructed Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation to 
deploy adequate mobile 
toilet facilities at the shrine 
and directed the executing 
agencies to expedite all 
ongoing works at Tulmulla 
well before the commence-
ment of  the mela.

Highlighting the expect-
ed influx of  devotees from 
Jammu, Delhi and other 
parts of  the country, he 
stressed the need for close 
coordination among all 
departments to facilitate 
smooth movement of  buses 
and ensure timely arrival 
of  pilgrims at their desti-
nations.

He further directed all 
concerned agencies to main-
tain the highest standards 
of  cleanliness, sanitation 
and public convenience at 
Tulmulla and other shrine 
locations that witness the 
participation of  thousands 

of  Kashmiri Pandit devotees 
during the festival.

Relief  and Rehabilitation 
Commissioner (Migrants), 
Dr. Arvind Karwani, along 
with members of  various 
temple committees, joined 
the meeting virtually from 
Jammu. They reviewed the 
preparations being made 
for the annual festival, 
expressed their readiness 
to facilitate the pilgrim-
age, and shared valuable 
feedback and suggestions 
aimed at ensuring com-
prehensive arrangements 
and a seamless experience 
for devotees visiting the 
shrines.

Deputy Commissioner 
Ganderbal was instructed 
to ensure effective coor-
dination among all stake-
holders and oversee the 
provision of  requisite facil-
ities at the temple complex 
and designated accommo-
dation sites.

Senior Superintendent 
of  Police, Ganderbal, was 
directed to put in place 
comprehensive and fool-
proof  security arrange-
ments to ensure a safe, 
peaceful and hassle-free 
pilgrimage for all devotees.

The Divisional Com-
missioner reiterated the 
administration’s commit-
ment to facilitating the 
smooth conduct of  the 
annual festival and called 
upon all departments to 
work in close coordina-
tion to ensure that devo-
tees are provided with all 
necessary amenities and 
a comfortable pilgrimage 
experience.
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BARAMULLA: Chief  
Principal Census Officer 
(CPCO)/ Director Census 
Operations, Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh, 
Amit Sharma, along with 
Principal Census Officer 
(Deputy Commissioner) 
Baramulla SF Hamid, Sat-
urday chaired a review 
meeting at Dak Bungalow 
Baramulla to assess the 
preparedness and prog-
ress of  the ongoing House 
Listing Operations (HLO) 
being conducted from June 
1 to June 30, 2026, as part of  
the Census 2027 exercise.

At the outset, Officers 
briefed the Chair on the 
district's preparedness 
for Census 2027 and the 
arrangements put in place 
for the smooth conduct of  
the ongoing House List-
ing Operations. The meet-
ing was informed about 
the training programmes 
conducted for enumera-
tors and supervisors and 
the overall readiness of  the 
district administration for 
the Census exercise.

Principal Census Offi-
cer, informed the meeting 
that all necessary admin-
istrative and logistical 
arrangements have been 
made to ensure the smooth 
conduct of  Census-related 
activities across the dis-
trict. He emphasized the 
importance of  coordinat-
ed efforts among all stake-
holders and reiterated the 
district administration's 
commitment towards 
ensuring comprehensive 
coverage and quality data 
collection during the enu-
meration process.

During the meeting, 
detailed discussions were 
held on ensuring complete 
coverage of  all house-
holds, including remote 
and difficult areas, and on 
strengthening field-level 
census operations across 
the district.

Addressing the officers,  
Amit Sharma appreciated 
the dedicated efforts of  
the field staff  and encour-
aged enumerators and 
supervisors to discharge 

their responsibilities with 
utmost commitment and 
professionalism. He stressed 
the importance of  effective 
coordination among census 
functionaries, timely and 
accurate data collection, 
and strict adherence to 
census guidelines to ensure 
the success of  the enumera-
tion process.

Amit Sharma directed 
all concerned officers to 

extend full support to 
census personnel and 
take necessary measures 
for the smooth conduct of  
House Listing and Housing 
Census activities through-
out the district.

The CPCO further 
informed that for any 
query or clarification relat-
ed to Census 2027, citizens 
can contact the dedicated 
toll-free helpline number 

1855. He appealed to the 
public to remain vigilant 
against fraudulent calls, 
messages, or individuals 
falsely claiming associa-
tion with the Census exer-
cise and cautioned people 
against sharing personal, 
financial, banking, or 
OTP-related information 
with anyone in the name 
of  Census.

He clarified that the 
Census process is simple 
and transparent, and citi-
zens are only required 
to answer the prescribed 
Census questions during the 
enumeration process. He 
urged residents to cooperate 
with authorized Census per-
sonnel and provide accurate 
information to ensure the 
success of  this important 
national exercise.

The meeting also 
reviewed field-level pre-
paredness and discussed 
various operational aspects 
related to the Census exer-
cise. Amit Sharma reiterat-
ed that the Census is a cru-
cial national exercise that 
serves as the foundation for 
evidence-based planning 
and development planning 
across the country.

Joint Chief  Principal 
Census Officer, Arun 
Kumar, also briefed the 
participants on the moni-
toring framework for field 
operations and emphasized 
the importance of  real-time 
tracking and supervision 
of  data collection activities.

Later, CPCO Amit 
Sharma also interacted 
with enumerators and 
supervisors and held a 
question-and-answer ses-
sion regarding various 
aspects of  the Census exer-
cise. He addressed their 
queries and emphasized 
the importance of  main-
taining accuracy, transpar-
ency and professionalism 
during field operations.

Among others, District 
Census Officer Baramulla 
(ADC), Assistant Chief  
Principal Census Offi-
cer, Nodal Officer Census 
Baramulla (CPO) and other 
concerned officers and offi-
cials participated in the 
meeting. 

Briefs Media on Census 2027
GMK NEWS NETWORK

Chief Principal Census Officer 
(CPCO), Amit Sharma who 

is also Director Census Opera-
tions, Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh, Saturday addressed a 
press conference at Dak Bun-
galow Baramulla regarding the  
Census of India 2027.

During the press conference, 
the CPCO highlighted the sig-
nificance of the Census as the 
largest administrative and sta-
tistical exercise in the country 
and emphasized its vital role 
in planning, governance and 
socio-economic development. 
He briefed media representa-
tives about the objectives, 
methodology and key features 
of Census 2027.

He informed that the 
Census will be conducted in 
a systematic and scientific 
manner through designated 
enumerators and supervisors. 
He explained various aspects 
of the enumeration process, 
including household listing, 
collection of demographic and 
socio-economic data, use of 
digital technology and mea-
sures being adopted to ensure 
accuracy, transparency and 
confidentiality of information 
collected during the exercise.

Amit Sharma informed 
that for any query or clarifica-
tion related to Census 2027 in 
the district, citizens can contact 
the dedicated toll-free helpline 
number 1855.

The CPCO appealed to the 
public to extend full coop-
eration to census officials and 
provide accurate information 
during the enumeration pro-
cess. He stated that active 
public participation is essen-
tial for generating reliable data 
that forms the foundation for 
informed policymaking and 
development planning.

Emphasizing the role of 
the media, he urged media 
persons to create widespread 
awareness about Census 2027 
through their respective plat-
forms and ensure dissemina-
tion of authentic information 
among the public to encourage 
maximum participation in this 
important national exercise.

The Chief Principal Census 
Officer was accompanied by 
Arun Kumar, Joint Principal 
Census Officer, Vijay Kumar, 
Assistant Chief Principal Census 
Officer. District Census Officer, 
Baramulla and Chief Planning 
Officer, (Nodal officer Census 
Officer), Baramulla were also 
present on the occasion.

DC reviews progress of Agriculture, 
Allied Sectors in Pulwama
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PULWAMA: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Pulwama, 
Dr. Basharat Qayoom Sat-
urday chaired a compre-
hensive review meeting of  
Agriculture and Allied Sec-
tors at the Administrative 
Complex Pulwama to assess 
the progress achieved under 
various flagship schemes 
and programmes including 
the Holistic Agriculture 
Development Programme 
(HADP), Jammu and 
Kashmir Competitiveness 
Improvement of  Agricul-
ture and Allied Sectors 
Project(JKCIP), Pradhan 
Mantri Formalisation of  
Micro Food Processing 
Enterprises (PMFME), 
National Digital Livestock 
Mission (NDLM), Kisan 
Credit Card (KCC), Agricul-
ture Infrastructure Fund, 
and other farmer welfare 
initiatives.

During the meeting, the 
officers of  Agriculture, Hor-
ticulture, Animal Husbandry, 
Sheep Husbandry and Fisher-
ies departments gave detailed 
presentations highlighting 
the physical and financial 
achievements under their 
respective sectors, status of  
applications, beneficiary cov-
erage, credit linkage, expen-
diture and implementation of  
various schemes.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner reviewed the prog-
ress achieved under HADP 
and JKCIP and stressed 
upon the concerned 
departments to ensure 
timely disposal of  pending 
applications. He directed 
the officers to saturate the 
establishment of  approved 
units and ensure regular 
monitoring and tracking 
of  established units under 
the scheme to achieve the 
intended outcomes under 
various interventions.

Reviewing the function-
ing of Kisan Khidmat Ghars 
(KKGs), the DC emphasized 
the need for diversification 
of  services being offered 

through these centres. He 
laid the stress on the func-
tioning of  KKGs and direct-
ed the Agriculture Depart-
ment to transform KKGs 
into vibrant one-stop ser-
vice centres by promoting 
testing facilities, agri-imple-
ments, vermicompost units, 
apiculture, mushroom cul-
tivation and other income-
generating activities.

The DC also reviewed 
the status of  Kisan Credit 
Cards(KCC) and directed 
the concerned departments 
and banking institutions to 
expedite the processing of  
pending cases and ensure 
that all eligible farmers are 
covered under institutional 
credit facilities. Reviewing 
the status of  inactive KCC 
accounts, he directed the 
concerned departments 
and banking authorities to 
take necessary measures 
for their activation so that 
farmers can effectively 
avail credit benefits. He fur-
ther directed the officers to 
create awareness among 
farmers regarding the 
Prompt Repayment Incen-
tive so that farmers can 
avail the benefit.

During the meeting, 
the DC also reviewed the 
implementation of  the 
National Digital Livestock 
Mission and stressed upon 
the importance of  accurate 
data management for effec-
tive planning and delivery 
of  livestock services.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner further directed 
the Horticulture, Sheep 
Husbandry and Fisher-
ies Departments to focus 
on quality asset cre-
ation, timely completion 
of  approved units and 
effective tracking of  ben-
eficiaries under output 
monitoring systems. He 
emphasized regular field 
monitoring and verifica-
tion to ensure that ben-
efits reach the intended 
beneficiaries and create 
sustainable livelihood 
opportunities.

DC Kulgam presides over 
Awareness Programme on Khet 
Bachao Abhiyan

DC Bandipora Visits Army 
Goodwill School, Lauds Students’

SWD Sgr conducts Awareness 
Programme on Skill Dev for 
Adolescent Girls
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SRINAGAR: Social Wel-
fare Department (SWD)-
SANKALP Hub for 
Empowerment of  Women 
Srinagar Saturday orga-
nized a programme on 
the integration of  out-of-
school adolescent girls 
into various skill develop-
ment initiatives, aimed at 
empowering young girls 
through vocational train-
ing and enhancing their 
opportunities for self-reli-
ance and socio-economic 
development at Mustafad, 
Fruitmandi Srinagar.

The programme was 
attended by officials 
of  SANKALP Hub for 
Empowerment of  Women 
Srinagar and out of  school 
adolescent girls from dif-
ferent areas of  the district.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the officials from 
SANKALP-HEW Srinagar 
highlighted the impor-
tance of  equipping out-
of-school adolescent girls 
with market-relevant skills 
to improve their employ-
ability and livelihood pros-
pects. Emphasis was laid 
on identifying vulnerable 
and marginalized girls and 
facilitating their enrol-

ment in skill development 
courses aligned with their 
interests and local employ-
ment opportunities.

The participants were 
sensitized about various 
government-sponsored 
skilling programmes, voca-
tional training opportuni-
ties, and support mecha-
nisms available for adoles-
cent girls. Interactive ses-
sions were also conducted 
to address challenges faced 
by out-of-school girls and 
to encourage their active 
participation in skill 
enhancement initiatives.

The programme forms 
part of  the Department's 
continued efforts to promote 
inclusive development, 
gender empowerment, and 
social protection by ensur-
ing that no adolescent girl 
is left behind in accessing 
education, training, and 
livelihood opportunities.

The Department reaf-
firmed its commitment to 
strengthening convergence 
with relevant stakeholders 
and expanding the reach 
of  skilling programmes 
to enable adolescent girls 
to become confident, pro-
ductive, and economically 
independent members of  
society.

JKAACL releases U-Turn, english 
translation of Kashmiri short 
stories by Gauri Shankar
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SRINAGAR:  Jammu and Kash-
mir Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL) Saturday 
released U-Turn and Other Sto-
ries, an English translation of a 
collection of Kashmiri short sto-
ries by noted writer Gauri Shankar 
Raina, at an impressive literary 
function held in the Academy’s 
Seminar Hall, Srinagar.

The book has been translated 
into English by Pankaj Bhan and 
represents a significant effort to 
bring contemporary Kashmiri lit-
erature to a wider national and 
international readership.

The event was attended by 
writers, artists, academics, broad-
casters, translators, scholars, stu-
dents and lovers of literature.

Padma Shri Prof. Shafi Shouq, 
eminent academic, poet, transla-

tor and literary critic, was the Chief 
Guest on the occasion, while Prof. 
Yasmeen Farooq, renowned edu-
cationist and Principal of Govern-
ment Women’s College, M.A. Road, 
Srinagar, and Prof. Farooq Fayyaz, 
noted academic, writer and critic, 
were the Guests of Honour.

In his address, Prof. Shafi Shouq 
underscored the significance of 
translation as a powerful medium 
of cultural exchange and literary 
preservation. He observed that 
Kashmiri literature embodies a 
unique sensibility, emotional depth 
and cultural richness, and that 
translations such as U-Turn and 
Other Stories serve as bridges con-
necting diverse linguistic commu-
nities. He lauded both the author 
and the translator for ensuring that 
the essence of Kashmiri storytelling 
reaches a broader audience with-
out compromising its authenticity.
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KULGAM: As part of  the 
ongoing Khet Bachao Abhi-
yan, a farmers' awareness 
and outreach programme 
was organized Saturday 
at Block Pahloo in District 
Kulgam.

The programme wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from farmers 
representing various vil-
lages of  the block.

Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Kulgam, Shahzad 
Alam, presided over the 
event as the Chief  Guest. 
Addressing the gathering, 
the DC underscored the 
importance of  protecting 
agricultural land and adopt-
ing scientific farming prac-
tices to ensure sustainable 
agricultural development 
and food security.

He emphasized the need 
for collective efforts to 
preserve cultivable land, 
prevent its conversion, 
and enhance agricultural 
productivity for the wel-
fare and prosperity of  the 
farming community.

During the programme, 
officers of  the Agriculture 
Department sensitized 
farmers about the objec-
tives of  the Khet Bachao 
Abhiyan, including the pro-
tection of  agricultural land 
from degradation, promo-

tion of  sustainable farming 
practices, efficient utiliza-
tion of  natural resources, 
and adoption of  modern 
agricultural technologies. 
Farmers were also encour-
aged to avail themselves 
of  various government 
schemes and programmes 
aimed at enhancing farm 
productivity and income.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief  Agricul-
ture Officer reiterated the 
department's commitment 
to providing technical 
guidance and necessary 
support to farmers for 
increasing agricultural 
production and ensuring 
the long-term sustainabil-
ity of  the farming sector.

The programme conclud-
ed with an interactive ses-
sion during which farmers 
shared their experiences, 
concerns, and suggestions 
regarding agricultural 
development in the area.

The programme was 
attended by the Chief Agri-
culture Officer Kulgam, 
District Agriculture Officer 
Kulgam, Sub-Divisional 
Agriculture Officer (SDAO) 
Qaimoh, Agriculture Exten-
sion Officer (AEO) Kilam, 
field functionaries of  the 
Agriculture Department, 
and a large number of  pro-
gressive farmers from differ-
ent villages of  Block Pahloo.
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BANDIPORA: Deputy 
Commissioner Bandi-
pora, Indu Kanwal Chib, 
on Saturday visited Army 
Goodwill School Ban-
dipora, where she inter-
acted with students and 
teachers and appreciated 
their participation in the 
recently held district-level 
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhi-
yan (NMBA) Padyatra, led 
by the Hon’ble Lieutenant 
Governor of  J&K UT, Shri 
Manoj Sinha.

The Deputy Commis-

sioner lauded the students 
for their enthusiastic partic-
ipation and their impressive 
presentation of the National 
Anthem and National Song 
during the Padyatra. She 
said the students added a 
special spirit to the event 
through their confident per-
formance, which drew wide 
appreciation.

As a gesture of  recog-
nition, the Deputy Com-
missioner presented an 
Appreciation Certificate 
to the school for its con-
tribution to the successful 
conduct of  the programme, 
and congratulated the stu-
dents, teachers, and school 
administration for their 
collective efforts and com-
mitment.

Interacting with the 
students, Indu Kanwal 
Chib encouraged them to 
actively take part in such 
activities, emphasising 
that these experiences 
play a vital role in person-
ality development and con-
fidence building.

Sharing memories 
from her own school days, 
she recalled how partici-
pation in cultural and 
extracurricular activities 
helped shape her person-
ality and taught her valu-
able life lessons.

The Deputy Commis-

sioner appreciated the 
confidence of  the students 
and urged them to contin-
ue striving for excellence 
in all spheres of  life. She 
also acknowledged the 
role of  teachers and school 
management in nurturing 
talent, instilling values, 
and providing a support-
ive environment for the 
holistic development of  
students.

The Principal of  the 
school, Shabnum Kousar, 
on behalf  of  the school 
administration, expressed 
gratitude to the Deputy 
Commissioner for visit-
ing the institution and 
motivating the students 
through her encouraging 
words and recognition.
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Bhaderwah's Lavender goes global; Dr. 
Jitendra  inaugurates 4th Lavender Festival

Dy CM assesses restoration 

works at Mubarak Mandi 

Heritage Complex
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BHADERWAH: The two 
day 4th Lavender Festival 
2026 began Saturday at the 
Government Degree Col-
lege (GDC) Bhaderwah 
with the theme "Lavender 
Goes Global."

The gala event was inau-
gurated by Dr. Jitendra 
Singh, Union Minister of  
State (Independent Charge) 
for Science & Technology 
and Earth Sciences, Min-
ister of  State in the Prime 
Minister's Office and Vice 
President of  the Council 
of  Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR).

Organized by the 
CSIR-Indian Institute of  
Integrative Medicine, the 
festival celebrates the 
remarkable success of  the 
Lavender Mission and the 
purple revolution in the 
Chenab Valley region.

Addressing a large 
gathering of  farmers, stu-
dents, scientists, entre-
preneurs and the public, 
Dr. Jitendra Singh high-
lighted the transforma-
tive impact of  the purple 
revolution in Jammu and 

Kashmir. He noted that 
Bhaderwah has carved out 
a distinct identity through 
lavender cultivation, with 
a lavender-themed tableau 
from the region featured 
during Independence Day 
celebrations in Delhi.

Emphasizing value 
addition, agri-startups, 
entrepreneurship and 
global market linkages, 
he said that the success of  
local youth and farmers 
stands as testimony to the 
immense potential of  lav-
ender cultivation. He also 
highlighted the emergence 
of  lavender tourism in 

Bhaderwah and stressed 
the need for international 
collaborations to further 
expand the global foot-
print of  lavender-based 
products.

The Union Minister 
urged the authorities 
to declare Government 
Degree College Bhader-
wah a heritage institu-
tion. He appreciated the 
improved road connec-
tivity and overall devel-
opmental progress wit-
nessed across the district.

In his welcome address, 
Director CSIR-IIIM Jammu 
Dr. Zabeer Ahmed high-

lighted the achievements 
of  lavender cultivation in 
Bhaderwah and described 
the region as the heart of  
India's Lavender Revolu-
tion. He appreciated the 
coordinated efforts of  
CSIR-IIIM Jammu, farm-
ers, entrepreneurs and 
stakeholders in transform-
ing a pilot project into a 
nationwide success story. 
He informed that nearly 
5,000 farmers have joined 
the lavender movement. 
He expressed confidence 
that Bhaderwah lavender, 
known for its superior qual-
ity, would achieve greater 

international recognition 
and market access in the 
coming years.

 The festival featured 
exhibitions, demonstra-
tions, buyer-seller interac-
tions, startup showcases 
and displays of  a wide 
range of  lavender-based 
products by private stake-
holders and government 
departments. An MoU has 
also been signed between 
CSIR-Indian Institute of  
Integrative Medicine and 
a private sector partner to 
strengthen the lavender 
value chain.

Later, the Union Min-
ister felicitated the pro-
gressive farmers, entre-
preneurs, media persons 
and stakeholders for their 
significant contribution to 
the promotion of  lavender 
cultivation.

The Minister expressed 
confidence that Bhaderwah 
would play a significant 
role in realizing the vision 
of  Viksit Bharat through 
innovation-driven agricul-
ture, scientific advance-
ment and the continued 
expansion of  lavender cul-
tivation across the region.
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JAMMU: Deputy Chief  
Minister, Surinder Choud-
hary, Saturday conducted 
an extensive inspection 
of  the ongoing Digiana–
Jeevan Nagar Bridge 
project from Sabzi Mandi 
Lane, Satwari Jammu 
and reviewed the pace 
and quality of  work being 
executed on the vital infra-
structural project.

During the inspection, 
the Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter assessed the progress 
achieved on the ground. He 
directed the concerned offi-
cers to ensure timely com-
pletion of  the bridge while 
maintaining the highest 
standards of  quality. He 
emphasized that the proj-
ect holds significant impor-
tance in improving the con-
nectivity and easing public 
movement in the area.

Later, the Deputy Chief  
Minister visited the his-
toric Mubarak Mandi 
Heritage Complex and 
took on-the-spot stock of  
the ongoing restoration 
and development works 
being carried out at the 
heritage site.

He reviewed the restora-

tion of  the affected lawns 
and walls of  the historic 
Gadadhar Temple. He 
stressed the need for pre-
serving the heritage char-
acter and cultural signifi-
cance of  the complex while 
ensuring quality execution 
of  the restoration works.

During the visit, the 
Deputy Chief  Minister also 
took on spot stock of  the 
availability of  essential civic 
amenities for the local resi-
dents residing in and around 
the heritage complex.

 Taking note of  the 
public concerns, he direct-
ed the concerned authori-
ties to ensure uninter-
rupted drinking water 
supply to the residents 
of  Andheri Gali Mohalla, 

Panjtirthi, Mubarak Mandi 
and adjoining areas.

The Deputy Chief  Min-
ister reiterated the gov-
ernment’s commitment 
towards strengthening the 
infrastructure, preserv-
ing heritage assets and 
ensuring efficient deliv-
ery of  public services. He 
instructed the officers to 
work in close coordination 
and address the public 
issues in a time-bound 
manner.

Senior officers of  the Jal 
Shakti Department, Public 
Works (R&B) Department, 
district administration and 
other concerned depart-
ments accompanied the 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
during the inspections.

JKJA begins Pre-Appointment Induction 
Training for newly selected Civil Judges

Deputy CM flags off specialised essential 
services trucks for remote areas

Div Com reviews Muharram-ul-

Haram arrangements
Calls for seamless coordination among Departments, StakeholdersGMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Judicial 
Academy Saturday com-
menced the Pre-Appoint-
ment Induction Training 
Programme for 39 newly 
selected Civil Judges 
(Junior Division) at its Sri-
nagar campus.

The programme was 
inaugurated by Justice 
Arun Palli, Judge, Supreme 
Court of  India, in presence 
of  Justice Sanjeev Kumar, 
Acting Chief  Justice, High 
Court of  Jammu & Kashmir 
and Ladakh; Justice Rajnesh 
Oswal, Judge, High Court of  
J&K and Ladakh and Chair-
person, Governing Commit-
tee for J&K Judicial Acad-
emy and other companion 
Judges of  the High Court of  
J&K and Ladakh.

Delivering the inaugural 
address, Justice Arun Palli 
described the judicial ser-
vice as a public trust and 
emphasized that trial court 
judges represent the face 
of  the judiciary for most 
citizens.

Justice Arun Palli urged 
the newly selected officers 
to uphold the highest stan-
dards of  integrity, humility 
and fairness, remain com-
mitted to continuous learn-
ing and strive to strengthen 
public confidence in the 
justice delivery system 
through their conduct and 
decisions.

In his special address, 

Justice Sanjeev Kumar, 
Acting Chief  Justice, High 
Court of  Jammu and Kash-
mir and Ladakh congratu-
lated the newly selected 
officers and emphasized 
that judicial service 
demands integrity, impar-
tiality, discipline and com-
passion.

Justice Sanjeev Kumar 
advised the participants 
to remain lifelong learn-
ers, maintain the highest 
ethical standards, embrace 
technology responsibly, 
avoid overdependence on 
artificial intelligence and 
discharge their duties fear-
lessly and fairly in accor-
dance with law.

In his introductory 
remarks, Justice Rajnesh 
Oswal highlighted the 
significance of  the transi-
tion from the Bar to the 
Bench and described it as 
a momentous milestone 
requiring a shift from par-

tisan advocacy to impartial 
adjudication.

Justice Rajnesh Oswal 
reminded the participants 
that a judge's foremost 
allegiance is to the Consti-
tution and the rule of  law. 
He emphasized the virtues 
of  patience, restraint, inde-
pendence and continuous 
learning as essential attri-
butes of  a judicial officer.

Earlier, in his welcome 
address, Director, J&K 
Judicial Academy, Naseer 
Ahmad Dar, highlighted 
the importance of  judicial 
education in strengthening 
the justice delivery system. 
He informed that the induc-
tion programme has been 
designed to equip the newly 
selected officers with the 
knowledge, skills and ethi-
cal foundations necessary 
for judicial service.

Following the inaugural 
ceremony, the academic 
proceedings commenced 

with Session-I on “Intro-
duction to the Training 
Programme Module – 
Background”, jointly con-
ducted by Justice Rajnesh 
Oswal and Justice Sanjay 
Parihar, Judges of  the High 
Court of  J&K and Ladakh.

The session familiar-
ized the participants with 
the objectives, structure 
and expected outcomes 
of  the induction training 
programme. It provided an 
overview of  the profession-
al journey that lies ahead 
for the newly appointed 
judicial officers.

Session-II of  the pro-
gramme was conducted 
by Director, J&K Judicial 
Academy, on “Role and 
Ethical Expectations of  a 
Civil Judge (Junior Divi-
sion)”. The session delib-
erated upon the ethical 
responsibilities of  trial 
court judges, courtroom 
discipline, judicial tem-
perament and the need to 
maintain dignity, impar-
tiality and professionalism 
in judicial proceedings.

In the post-lunch ses-
sion, Justice Bashir Ahmad 
Kirmani conducted the last 
session of the day on “Foun-
dations of  Judicial Ethics”. 
During the session, he high-
lighted the significance of  
ethics as the foundation of  
both personal and profes-
sional life, emphasizing that 
judicial ethics constitutes 
the cornerstone of  a judge's 
conduct.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Ahead of  the 
forthcoming Muharram-
ul-Haram, Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir, 
Anshul Garg, Saturday 
chaired a high-level meet-
ing of  senior officers and 
stakeholders to review 
preparedness and ensure 
the smooth, peaceful and 
hassle-free observance of  
religious rituals and pro-
cessions across the Valley.

The meeting focused 
on assessing civic, infra-
structural, logistical and 
administrative arrange-
ments required during the 
holy month, with special 
emphasis on inter-depart-
mental coordination and 
sustained engagement 
with community represen-
tatives.

During the meeting, 
MLA Budgam, Aga Syed 
Muntazir Mehdi, high-
lighted several issues 
requiring attention in Shia-
dominated areas to facili-
tate mourners. He stressed 
the need for uninterrupted 
electricity and drinking 
water supply, macadam-
ization and repair of  roads, 
functioning street lighting, 
and adequate deployment 
of  medical personnel at 
major religious venues.

Representatives of  vari-
ous associations and stake-
holders also projected a 

range of  requirements, 
including enhanced sani-
tation and cleanliness mea-
sures, fumigation drives, 
availability of  firewood, 
ration and LPG supplies, 
mitigation of  the stray dog 
menace, deployment of  
water tankers, streamlined 
permissions for religious 
events, comprehensive 
traffic management plans, 
identification of  parking 
spaces, and provision of  
shuttle services between 
parking areas and proces-
sion routes.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of  close coordination 
among all stakeholders, 
the Divisional Commis-
sioner directed all Deputy 
Commissioners and con-
cerned departments to 
designate nodal officers 
and share their contact 
details with community 
representatives to ensure 
effective communication 

and prompt resolution of  
issues.

 The Deputy Director 
Planning, Divisional Com-
missioner’s Office, was 
designated as the Division-
al-level Nodal Officer for 
coordination and monitor-
ing of  arrangements.

Garg instructed Deputy 
Commissioners to pre-
pare detailed district-wise 
checklists of  requirements 
and ensure that all short-
term issues are addressed 
on priority. He further 
directed that larger devel-
opmental concerns raised 
by stakeholders be incor-
porated into future plan-
ning frameworks.

To facilitate smooth 
movement of  mourn-
ers and processions, the 
Divisional Commissioner 
directed the preparation 
of  a comprehensive list 
of  roads requiring repair 
and macadamization in 

Shia-dominated areas and 
instructed the concerned 
departments to ensure 
timely execution of  neces-
sary works.

The Public Health Engi-
neering (PHE) Depart-
ment and Kashmir Power 
Distribution Corporation 
Limited (KPDCL) were 
directed to ensure uninter-
rupted water and electric-
ity supply throughout the 
Muharram period. Addi-
tional water tankers shall 
also be deployed in areas 
witnessing higher demand.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner further directed the 
concerned departments 
to ensure adequate avail-
ability and timely distribu-
tion of  essential supplies, 
including firewood, ration 
and LPG, in areas where 
demand is expected to 
increase during the obser-
vance.

Underscoring the 
importance of  sanitation 
and public hygiene, Garg 
instructed the Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation 
(SMC) and other urban 
local bodies to undertake 
special cleanliness drives 
around Imambaras, con-
gregation sites and proces-
sion routes. He emphasized 
both pre- and post-proces-
sion sanitation measures, 
including intensified late-
night waste collection and 
disposal operations.

....National CANCER Survivors Day

Satish Sharma advocates affordable healthcare, holistic cancer research
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: In a signifi-
cant initiative aimed at 
strengthening the public 
service delivery in remote 
and underserved areas of  
Jammu province, Deputy 
Chief  Minister Surinder 
Choudhary Saturday  
flagged off  three specialized 
essential services trucks 
for the districts of  Doda, 
Udhampur and Jammu.

The deployment of  these 
vehicles marks a strategic 
step towards enhancing 
the administrative and 
logistical capabilities of  the 
concerned districts, ensur-
ing prompt and efficient 
delivery of  essential public 
services, particularly in far-
flung and difficult terrains.

The project has been exe-
cuted at a total cost of  ₹1.05 
crore, with each special-
ized truck costing approxi-
mately ₹35 lakh. Equipped 
with advanced tools and 

machinery, these vehicles 
are expected to significantly 
improve the responsiveness 
and operational efficiency 
of field agencies in address-
ing the public infrastruc-
ture and service-related 
requirements.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Deputy Chief  
Minister reiterated the gov-
ernment’s unwavering com-
mitment towards equitable 
regional development and 
strengthening infrastruc-

ture across all districts of  
Jammu and Kashmir. He 
said that the government 
remains focused on ensur-
ing that the people living in 
remote and peripheral areas 
receive quality public ser-
vices without discrimina-
tion. He emphasized that the 
strengthening of  field-level 
infrastructure and logistics 
is essential for improving 
the governance and acceler-
ating developmental activi-
ties on the ground. 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for 
Food, Civil Supplies & 
Consumer Affairs, Infor-
mation Technology, Youth 
Services & Sports, Trans-
port, and Science & Tech-
nology, Satish Sharma, 
Saturday emphasized the 
need for affordable health-
care, strengthened medical 
research so that people get 
medical facilities at par 
with global standards.

The Minister was speak-
ing during the National 
Cancer Survivors Day at 
the American Oncology 
Institute, Batra Hospital, 
where he interacted with 
the cancer survivors, 
healthcare professionals, 
researchers and medical 
experts.

Commending the cour-
age and resilience of  cancer 
survivors, Satish Sharma 
said their journey serve 
as an inspiration for the 

society. He underlined the 
importance of  strengthen-
ing the healthcare systems 
capable of  providing timely 
and effective treatment.

The Minister stressed 
the need to make quality 
healthcare and advanced 
medical facilities more 
affordable and accessible to 
the people from all sections 
of  society. He observed 
that rising healthcare 
costs often place signifi-
cant financial burdens on 
families and called for sus-
tained efforts to ensure that 
modern treatment facilities 
reach every citizen without 
economic hardship.

Satish Sharma also 
advocated for a more 

holistic approach to medi-
cal research, particularly 
in the field of  cancer care, 
emphasizing the integra-
tion of  scientific innova-
tion, preventive healthcare, 
early diagnosis, nutrition, 
mental well-being and com-
munity awareness.

The Minister said that 
advancements in science 
and technology must be 
effectively leveraged to 
improve patient outcomes 
and strengthen healthcare 
delivery systems across the 
region.

Later, Satish Sharma 
attended a public meeting 
at Chowki Choura, where 
he highlighted the immense 
developmental potential of  

the region. He underscored 
the government's commit-
ment to ensure balanced 
growth across rural and 
border areas. He emphasized 
that strengthening infra-
structure, improving con-
nectivity, expanding educa-
tional opportunities and cre-
ating employment avenues 
remain key priorities for 
accelerating socio-economic 
progress in the area.

The Minister said that 
enhanced road and rail-
way connectivity can act 
as a catalyst for economic 
transformation by facili-
tating trade, boosting 
tourism, improving access 
to markets and attracting 
investment.  He reiterated 
the importance of  develop-
ing railway infrastructure 
in the Akhnoor–Kaleeth–
Dori Dager belt, stating 
that such projects would 
open new avenues for 
growth and significantly 
improve the quality of  life 

for local residents.
Satish Sharma further 

stressed the need to har-
ness the region's human 
resource potential through 
skill development, entre-
preneurship promotion, 
digital empowerment and 
sports-related initiatives. 
He said that sustained 
investments in infrastruc-
ture, technology, educa-
tion, healthcare and youth 
development would help 
create a vibrant and self-
reliant economy while 
ensuring that the ben-
efits of  development reach 
every household.

The Minister also called 
for continued collabora-
tion between the govern-
ment, local communities 
and other stakeholders 
to realize the vision of  a 
prosperous, connected 
and progressive Jammu 
and Kashmir capable of  
meeting the aspirations of  
future generations.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.
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Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Not Slogans Alone, This 
Time Means Business

L
ieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha's strong 
message from Kishtwar against the drug 
menace reflects the seriousness with which 
the administration is now approaching one 
of Jammu and Kashmir's most alarming social 

challenges. His assertion that every link in the nar-
cotics chain—from cross-border smugglers and local 
peddlers to financiers of the illegal trade—is being 
targeted sends a clear signal that the government 
intends to intensify its crackdown on drug networks.
There is little doubt that drug abuse has emerged as 
a silent epidemic in Jammu and Kashmir. What was 
once considered an isolated problem has now seeped 
into villages, towns and urban centres, threatening 
families, communities and the future of an entire gen-
eration. The growing number of young people falling 
prey to addiction has raised concerns not only about 
public health but also about law and order, social 
stability and economic productivity.
The administration's ongoing Drug-Free Jammu and 
Kashmir Campaign, which has covered nearly all 
districts of the Union Territory, deserves recogni-
tion for bringing the issue into public discourse. The 
participation of citizens, civil society groups, teach-
ers, religious leaders and Panchayat representatives 
demonstrates that the fight against drugs cannot be 
won by law enforcement agencies alone. It requires 
a collective societal response.
However, awareness campaigns and public rallies, 
while important, must translate into measurable out-
comes. The real test lies in dismantling the networks 
that facilitate the supply of narcotics and ensuring 
that drug traffickers face swift and exemplary punish-
ment. Equally important is the need to identify the 
channels through which drugs enter local markets and 
to strengthen surveillance mechanisms to prevent 
their spread.
The Lieutenant Governor's emphasis on rehabilitation is 
particularly significant. Addiction is not merely a crimi-
nal issue; it is also a health and social challenge. While 
traffickers and smugglers deserve strict punishment, 
those trapped in addiction need support, treatment 
and opportunities for recovery. Expanding de-addiction 
facilities, counselling services and vocational rehabilita-
tion programmes should remain a priority.
Educational institutions, families and community 
organisations must also become active stakehold-
ers in this movement. Early intervention, awareness 
among parents and continuous engagement with 
youth can help prevent addiction before it takes 
root. Communities need to be empowered to identify 
warning signs and respond effectively.
The battle against drugs is not one that can be won 
in weeks or months. It demands sustained politi-
cal will, coordinated action and public participation. 
Jammu and Kashmir stands at a crucial juncture. If the 
administration's resolve is matched by community 
support and effective implementation on the ground, 
the dream of a drug-free society can move closer to 
reality. The future of the region's youth depends on it.

       Cost Of Delay

What Happens When We Ignore Nature’s Warnings
SHOIAB MOHMMAD BHAT

E
very year on June 5, the world 
observes World Environment 
Day, a global occasion dedi-
cated to raising awareness 
about environmental issues 

and encouraging action to protect our 
planet. As we talk about climate change, 
pollution, protecting nature, reducing 
environmental degradation, and build-
ing a sustainable future, it is important 
to understand that environmental pro-
tection is not only the responsibility of  
governments and organizations. It begins 
with each one of  us. We are now expe-
riencing visible changes in weather 
patterns in the world. This involves an 
increase in temperatures around the 
globe, the occurrence of  heat waves, 
melting glaciers, and many other forms 
of  extreme weather conditions. The fol-
lowing are some obvious indications of  
climate change that should not be ignored 
anymore.

Pollution and the Growing Environ-
mental Crisis

Pollution is also increasing and creat-
ing various problems for human beings 
as well as animals living on land and 
in water. One of  the major concerns is 
the growing use of  non-biodegradable 
materials such as plastic, polythene, 
and certain metals. These materials 
do not easily mix with or decompose 
in the soil. As a result, they remain in 
the environment for years, causing land 
pollution and affecting countless spe-
cies that depend on healthy ecosystems 
for survival.

Air pollution and water pollution 
are both of  equal importance. Fossil 
fuel consumption by means of  trans-
port, factories, and electricity genera-
tion results in the emission of  poison-
ous gases like carbon dioxide, carbon 
monoxide, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen 
oxides in the atmosphere. This causes 
global warming, respiratory disorders, 
and ecological imbalance through acid 
rain. Acid rain affects vegetation, for-
ests, rivers, and the earth’s soil.

Water, one of  the most precious 
gifts of  God, is also under threat due to 
human activities. Although nearly 71 
per cent of  the Earth's surface is cov-
ered with water, only about 2.5 per cent 
is freshwater. Of  this, less than 1 per 
cent is readily available for human con-
sumption and daily use. Despite its lim-
ited availability, water continues to be 
polluted through the dumping of  waste, 
untreated sewage, industrial discharge, 
and other harmful practices. Protecting 
water resources is therefore essential 

for both present and future generations.
Together, these components form 

what is known as the environment. If  
these things are maintained in a state 
of  cleanliness, balance, and availabil-
ity for usage, then we can say that the 
environment is healthy. Regrettably, the 
majority of  our surrounding areas are 
littered with garbage and plastics. Apart 
from being unsightly, such an environ-
ment leads to health hazards as well. 
The garbage pits tend to invite stray 
animals, including dogs.

Even though these problems may 
appear to be too much for us to handle, 
we can start making changes in our 
lives and in our community, and they 
can come from very small steps that we 
take. For starters, we need to stop lit-
tering our environment with garbage 
and dispose of  waste in an appropri-
ate manner. The biodegradable waste 
needs to be disposed of  in compost pits, 
where it can be made into fertilizer. 
Similarly, pollution can be reduced by 
making responsible transportation 
choices. Whichever is feasible, individu-
als are supposed to walk around when 
going places or using public transport 
and sharing rides with their peers and 
associates. This will help minimize fuel 
usage and emissions. Individuals are 
advised to conserve water, turn off  the 
tap after using it, and ensure that there 
are no wastes dumped into waterways 
and other water bodies.

Many other simple steps can help 
protect the environment. Planting 
trees, conserving water, reducing waste, 
recycling materials, saving electricity, 
avoiding single-use plastics, and keep-
ing public spaces clean can make a sig-
nificant difference. Communities can 
organize cleanliness drives, schools can 

strengthen environmental education, 
and citizens can participate in aware-
ness campaigns. Every small effort con-
tributes to a larger positive impact.

Nature is not weak, Nature is not 
secondary, Nature is the original sur-
vival system of  this planet. For billions 
of  years, it has maintained balance 
without human intervention. Forests 
do not grow- they store carbon at scale. 
Oceans do not just exist- they regulate 
planetary temperature. Biodiversity is 
not decoration- it is stability itself. But 
when the systems collapse, everything 
built on top of  them becomes unstable. 
That is why the world is now turning 
towards nature-based solutions. Refor-
estation, Ecosystem restoration, Sus-
tainable agriculture, and biodiversity 
protection. These are not environmen-
tal policies. They are survival strategies 
written by nature itself.

As the host of  World Environment 
Day 2026, Azerbaijan represents a 
wider global transition. A shift towards 
responsibility, towards accountability, 
towards action. Its commitment reflects 
this change:  reducing emissions sig-
nificantly by 2035. Expanding Renew-
able energy capacity by 2030. Building 
zero-emission zones, transforming 
urban sustainability in Baku. But this 
is not about one country: this is about 
global realization, because climate does 
not recognize borders, Carbon does not 
respect politics, and temperature does 
not wait for agreements. Which means 
the response will be collective, or it will 
fail individually. Even in a global crisis 
of  this scale, one truth remains pow-
erful: systems change when behaviour 
changes, and millions of  individuals act 
together.

Every time someone reduces waste, 

saves energy, chooses sustainability or 
raises awareness, they are contributing 
to a global shift that no single institu-
tion can create alone. On its own, one 
action feels small, but multiplied across 
billions of  people, it becomes the foun-
dation of  global transformation. At this 
point, the question is no longer whether 
change happens: change is already hap-
pening. The real question is something 
far more important. How past it will 
happen, and whether we will guide it 
with intelligence, coordination and 
urgency, or be forced into crisis, damage 
or loss. Because the planet will respond 
either way, the only thing remain the 
unknown is the cost of  delay.

World Environment Day 2026 is not 
a celebration; it is a turning point in 
human history. A moment where aware-
ness is no longer enough, where infor-
mation must become action, where 
warnings must become decisions. The 
Earth is not asking for permission any-
more. It is a demandable balance, and 
yet, it is still offering solutions. That is 
what makes this moment critical. We 
are not too late to act, but we are no 
longer early.

The theme is inspired by Nature for 
Climate, for our Future is not symbolic 
language. It is a direction for survival. 
If  we align with nature, learn from intel-
ligence, and act with urgency, a stable 
future is possible. But if  we delay, the 
consequences will no longer be revers-
ible. The planet has already spoken; now 
the response is no longer optional; it is 
ours. On World Environment Day, one 
needs to keep in mind that the survival 
of  the planet lies in the decisions we 
take right now. It is important not only 
for our good but for those who will come 
in the years to come. If  each one of  us is 
responsible for our deeds and behaves 
in an eco-friendly manner, we would be 
contributing to a better world.

Protecting the environment does 
not always require grand actions. 
Sometimes, it begins with a simple 
decision—to plant a tree, save a litre 
of  water, refuse a plastic bag, or keep 
our surroundings clean. When mil-
lions of  people take such small steps 
together, they become a powerful force 
for change. On this World Environment 
Day, let us renew our commitment to 
protect nature and ensure a healthier 
future for present and upcoming gen-
erations.

Author  is a writer, social educator 
and researcher. He can be mailed at 

shoaibhat2018@gmail.com

VIEWS OR VALUES

The Problem With Viral Sensationalism

DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

T
he digital revolu-
tion has completely 
transformed the 
world of  communi-
cation and expres-

sion. Today, anyone with a 
smartphone and an internet 
connection can share their 
thoughts, talents, and experi-
ences with the world. YouTube, 
Instagram, Facebook, and 
other social media platforms 
have provided recognition, 
employment, and popularity 
to millions. This is a positive 
change that has broken the 
monopoly of  traditional media 
and given ordinary citizens the 
opportunity to express them-
selves. However, with this 
change, certain trends have 
also developed that are becom-
ing a matter of  concern. Chief  
among these is the blind race 
for views, likes, and followers.

Today, the measure of  suc-
cess on social media is often not 
the quality of  the content, but 
its popularity. The number of  
views, comments, and shares 
of  a video are considered the 
key to its success. In this envi-
ronment, some content cre-
ators have resorted to methods 
that rely more on drama and 
sensationalism than reality to 
attract audiences.

Over the past few years, 
numerous videos have gone 
viral on social media depicting 
alleged fights, family disputes, 
conflicts between friends, rela-
tionship breakdowns, public 
debates, or emotional events. 

These events are often so dra-
matic that viewers naturally 
become suspicious. It seems as 
if  the entire sequence of  events 
is pre-planned, the dialogue is 
written, and the cameras are 
set up solely to record the 
script.

Often, the alleged alterca-
tion occurs right in front of  
a camera or CCTV. Charac-
ters repeatedly glance at the 
camera, events unfold in a 
film-like manner, and the video 
eventually goes viral. Viewers 
are forced to wonder whether 
this was a real accident or a 
well-planned drama designed 
to gain popularity.

The economic structure of  
social media helps explain this 
trend. Attention is the most 
valuable asset on digital plat-
forms. The more people view 
content, the greater its reach, 
and the greater the potential 
financial gain. Advertising, 
brand collaborations, spon-
sorships, and other busi-
ness opportunities increase 
with popularity. Some people 
assume that creating contro-
versy is the easiest strategy, as 
it increases views.

This is why genuine cre-
ativity often takes a back seat, 
replaced by artificial drama. 
Creating informative content, 
conducting research, or pre-
senting useful information 
takes time and effort. In con-
trast, a controversial video or 
sensational event can capture 
the attention of  millions of  
people in a matter of  hours. As 
a result, some content creators 
choose the easy way out.

The biggest impact of  this 
trend falls on the younger 
generation. Teens and young 
adults are the most active 
users of  social media. When 
they see controversies, fights, 
and sensationalism becoming 
increasingly popular, they may 
develop the impression that 
the path to success lies not in 

talent, hard work, and knowl-
edge, but in attention-seeking 
activities. This thinking can 
prove detrimental to society in 
the long run.

This increasing dramatiza-
tion on social media is not just a 
question of  entertainment, but 
also of  social values. When arti-
ficial controversies become the 
focus of  discussion, important 
topics like education, health, 
the environment, employment, 
science, and social justice are 
marginalized. Society's collec-
tive attention shifts from these 
issues to events that have little 
relevance to real life.

However, it's also true that 
not every viral video or public 
controversy can be called 
scripted without evidence. 
Conflicts, strained relation-
ships, and public events occur 
in real life. With the increas-
ing availability of  cameras, 
many real events are record-
ed. Therefore, it's important 
to adopt a balanced approach 
when drawing conclusions 
about any video. It's unfair to 
blame an individual or group 
based solely on speculation.

But when similar patterns 
are repeated, when every con-
troversy has the potential to go 
viral, when every altercation 
unfolds in front of  the cameras, 

and when the people involved 
later appear to derive economic 
or social benefit from the con-
troversy, it's natural to raise 
questions. In a democratic 
society, asking questions and 
fact-checking is both the right 
and the responsibility of  the 
audience.

This is where the impor-
tance of  media literacy comes 
in. Today, it's not enough to be 
literate; it's also essential to be 
digitally literate. People must 
understand how social media 
content is created, how algo-
rithms work, and what factors 
make content viral. If  viewers 
understand these processes, 
they will be better able to dis-
tinguish between sensational-
ism and reality.

YouTube and other plat-
forms also have a significant 
responsibility. If  their algo-
rithms only promote content 
that is more controversial and 
provocative, content creators 
will follow suit. Platforms must 
develop policies that encourage 
knowledge, creativity, social 
utility, and positive dialogue. 
A healthy digital culture can 
only develop when quality is 
valued as much as popularity.

The role of  audiences is no 
less important. Ultimately, 
they determine which con-

tent will be successful. Every 
view, every like, and every 
share is a form of  support. If  
people only watch controver-
sies and drama, the number 
of  such content will naturally 
increase. But if  they prioritize 
researched, creative, and useful 
content, the very nature of  the 
digital world could change.

Today, we need to see social 
media not just as a means of  
entertainment, but as a social 
force. This power can bring 
about positive change, educate 
people, and foster meaningful 
dialogue in society. But if  its 
use is limited to sensationalism 
and the pursuit of  popularity, it 
will foster distrust, confusion, 
and superficiality.

Content creators must also 
understand that their audi-
ence's trust is their greatest 
asset. It can be easy to resort 
to artificial controversies 
for short-term popularity, 
but long-term respect is only 
earned through honesty, qual-
ity, and credibility. Creators 
who thrive on their talent and 
hard work will find their iden-
tity strengthened over time.

Ultimately, the question isn't 
just whether a video is real or 
scripted. The real question is 
what kind of  digital culture we 
want to create. Do we want a 
world where truth, knowledge, 
and creativity are valued, or 
a world where everything is 
judged solely by views and fol-
lowers?

The answer to this question 
isn't held by any one YouTuber, 
any one platform, or any one 
government. The answer lies 
with all of  us—because in the 
digital world, the audience is 
the ultimate arbiter. The day 
viewers begin to prioritize 
meaningfulness over sensa-
tionalism, the daily dramas 
created to garner views will 
automatically lose their sheen.

Author is a research scholar
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     Frames, Not Facts

Looking Beneath The Surface Of Ordinary Life

DR. REYAZ AHMAD

L
ife appears to us as a smooth 
and continuous journey. We 
wake up, walk, speak, think, 
remember, react, and move 
through the world as if  exis-

tence is flowing like a river. But a strik-
ing idea, presented in a Feynman-style 
science video, invites us to pause and 
think differently: what if  life is not 
experienced as one uninterrupted flow, 
but as a series of  frames that the brain 
animates into reality?

This idea may sound philosophical, 
but it has a deep scientific meaning. 
When we watch a film, we do not see 
thousands of  still pictures separate-
ly. We see movement. We see people 
walking, cars moving, trees shaking, 
and faces changing expression. Yet, at 
the technical level, a film is made of  
frames. Each frame is still, but when 
these frames pass rapidly before our 
eyes, the brain converts them into 
motion.

Human experience may work in 
a similar way. Our eyes, ears, skin, 
memory, emotions, and thoughts con-
tinuously receive information from 
the world. The brain does not simply 
record this information like a camera. 
It selects, arranges, edits, and inter-
prets it. Then it presents the result to 
us as the “reality” we experience.

This is where the idea becomes 
powerful. We usually believe that we 
are seeing the world exactly as it is. 
But in truth, we are seeing the world 
as our brain has processed it. Reality 
reaches us through the filters of  atten-
tion, memory, emotion, belief, culture, 
fear, expectation, and past experience. 
The world gives us events, but the mind 
gives those events meaning.

This does not mean that reality is 
false. It means that our experience of  
reality is constructed. The brain is 
not a passive spectator; it is an active 
editor. It joins separate signals into a 
meaningful story. Without this edit-
ing, life would be unbearable. Every 

second, the brain receives countless 
pieces of  information: the sound of  
traffic, the brightness of  light, the 
pressure of  a chair, the movement of  
people, the memory of  yesterday, the 
worry of  tomorrow, and the demands 
of  the present moment. If  everything 
came to us without selection, we would 
be mentally overwhelmed.

Therefore, the brain protects us by 
choosing what to notice and what to 

ignore. But this same ability can also 
mislead us. Two people may go through 
the same event and yet live two very 
different realities. One student may 
treat failure in an exam as the end 
of  hope. Another may treat the same 
failure as feedback for improvement. 
One person may hear criticism and feel 
insulted. Another may hear the same 
words and take them as guidance. One 

may see delay as punishment; another 
may see it as preparation.

The event is one thing. The frame is 
another. This is why the metaphor of  
“frames” is so relevant to modern life. 
We are not disturbed only by what hap-
pens to us; we are often disturbed by 
the frame through which we interpret 
what happens. A rejection may become 
humiliation if  framed wrongly, but it 
may become redirection if  framed 
wisely. A mistake may become shame 
if  framed negatively, but it may become 
learning if  framed constructively. A 
difficult period may look like the end of  
the road, or it may become the training 
ground for a stronger future.

In today’s world, the battle over 
frames has become more intense. 
Social media, advertisements, political 
messaging, artificial intelligence, and 
public opinion are constantly trying to 
frame our minds. A product is framed 
as a necessity. A lifestyle is framed as 
success. A profession is framed as pres-
tigious. A political opinion is framed 
as patriotism. A beauty standard is 
framed as confidence. A rich person is 
framed as successful, even if  the story 
behind that wealth is unknown.

We often think we are making 
independent choices, but many of  
our choices are shaped by frames 
created by others. A student may 
choose a career not because he loves 
it, but because society has framed it 
as respectable. A young person may 
feel unsuccessful not because he has 

failed, but because success has been 
narrowly framed as money, fame, and 
visibility. A teacher may feel outdated 
not because he has lost wisdom, but 
because the present age often frames 
technology as more important than 
human experience.

The question, therefore, is not only: 
what are we seeing? The deeper ques-
tion is: who is framing what we see? 
This question is especially important 
in the age of  artificial intelligence. 
AI can create images, voices, essays, 
videos, and arguments with extraor-
dinary speed. It can produce content 
that looks real, sounds real, and feels 
convincing. In such a world, the abil-
ity to question frames becomes more 
important than the ability to merely 
consume information. The future will 
not belong to those who accept every 
image, video, or message at face value. 
It will belong to those who ask: What 
is being shown? What is being hidden? 
Who benefits from this interpretation? 
Is this the complete picture?

Education must respond to this 
challenge. A good education should 
not merely fill students with informa-
tion. It should train them to examine 
frames. Students must learn to distin-
guish appearance from reality, claim 
from evidence, popularity from truth, 
and information from wisdom. In 
classrooms, they should not only ask 
“What is the answer?” They should 
also ask “How is the question framed?” 
A wrong frame can produce a wrong 

conclusion even when the data appears 
correct.

This idea also matters deeply for 
mental health. Many people suffer 
because they live inside painful mental 
frames: “I am not good enough,” “My 
time is over,” “Nobody values me,” “I 
cannot change,” “My failure defines 
me.” These frames slowly become emo-
tional prisons. They may not be facts, 
but repeated thoughts often begin to 
feel like facts.

Changing life sometimes begins 
with changing the frame. “I failed” 
can become “I learned.” “I am late” 
can become “I still have time.” “I was 
rejected” can become “I was redi-
rected.” “I am ordinary” can become 
“I am still developing.” The external 
situation may not change immediate-
ly, but the internal meaning changes. 
And when meaning changes, courage 
returns.

This is the hidden power of  human 
consciousness. We may not control 
every event of  life, but we can learn to 
examine the frame through which we 
see the event. We may not be able to 
stop every difficulty, but we can decide 
whether to view difficulty as destruc-
tion or discipline. We may not choose 
every scene, but we can become more 
aware of  the editor inside our mind.

The Feynman-style approach to sci-
ence always encouraged curiosity, ques-
tioning, and looking beneath the surface 
of ordinary things. The official Feynman 
Lectures remain famous because they 
invite learners not merely to memorize 
physics, but to see the world with wonder 
and intellectual honesty. (Feynman Lec-
tures) That same spirit is useful beyond 
physics. It teaches us to ask deeper ques-
tions about life itself.

Perhaps life is not just a continuous 
movie playing before us. Perhaps it is a 
sequence of  moments, and the mind is 
constantly animating them into mean-
ing. If  that is true, then we must become 
careful about the frames we accept, the 
frames we inherit, and the frames we 
pass on to others. Because in the end, 
the quality of  life does not depend only 
on what happens before our eyes. It 
depends also on what happens behind 
our eyes. Life gives us moments. The 
mind creates the movie. Wisdom begins 
when we learn to control the frame.

Author is Faculty of  Mathematics, 
Department of  General Education, 

UAE. He can be mailed at  reyaz56@
gmail.com

Birsa Lives In New Bharat

RANJANA CHOPRA

W
hen India recalls its 
great freedom fighters, 
one name rises from 
the forests of  Chotana-
gpur with enduring 

moral force — Bhagwan Birsa Munda, 
revered as Dharti Aaba, the Protector 
of  the Land. More than a historical 
figure, he remains a living symbol 
of  dignity, resistance, and tribal self-
respect. His vision — that tribal iden-
tity must be protected, equality must 
be meaningful, and development must 
reach ordinary people with justice — 
continues to guide India’s journey 
towards Viksit Bharat. Today, after 
twelve years of  renewed national 
emphasis on inclusive development, 
those ideals are shaping policy, gov-
ernance, and the aspirations of  a new 
India.

Giving the Legacy Its Rightful 
Place

Bhagwan Birsa Munda’s legacy has 
long lived in the songs, stories, and col-
lective memory of  tribal communities 
across India. In 2021, the Prime Minis-
ter accorded this legacy national rec-
ognition by declaring 15th November, 
Birsa Munda’s birth anniversary – as 
Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas. The recogni-
tion deepened further with the obser-
vance of  Janjatiya Gaurav Varsh from 
15th November 2024 to 15th November 
2025 to mark his 150th birth anniver-
sary. During this period, more than 2 
lakh events were organized, reaching 
over three crore citizens in a nationwide 
celebration of  tribal pride, heritage.

Across the country, these celebra-
tions reflected the richness and diversi-
ty of  tribal life. From the Hornbill Fes-
tival in Nagaland and the Tribal Liter-
ary Festival in Kerala to the National 
Tribal Film Festival in Jharkhand and 
the Canoe Sprint Championship in 
Telangana, the events brought tribal 

culture, creativity, sport, and storytell-
ing into the national spotlight.  Togeth-
er, they saw participation from more 
than 11 lakh tribal citizens represent-
ing distinct cultures and communities. 
They were declarations – that tribal 
heritage is a living, breathing force in 
shaping modern India.

Building upon twelve years of  sus-
tained and focused national efforts 
towards tribal empowerment and 
inclusion, Janjatiya Garima Utsav 
2026 carries this momentum forward 
through four thematic weeks that 
together reflect the full spectrum of  
tribal development. The third week, 
in particular, focuses on a question 
central to India’s future: how do we 
recognize the individuals and commu-
nities that shaped this nation, and how 
do we empower the next generation to 
carry that legacy forward?

Restoring the Names That His-
tory Forgot

Answering that question begins with 
recognizing the many tribal heroes 
whose contributions remained absent 
from mainstream historical narratives 

for far too long. Across tribal regions, 
generations of  educators, artists, heal-
ers, and reformers have sustained com-
munities and preserved cultural iden-
tity. Their stories deserve a rightful 
place in India’s national memory, and 
sustained efforts are now underway 
to document and celebrate these con-
tributions.

Tribal Research Institutes (TRIs) 
across the country are playing a central 
role in this effort by documenting oral 
histories, recording indigenous knowl-
edge systems, and preserving tribal 
languages and cultural traditions. At 
present, 29 TRIs across 26 States and 3 
Union Territories are engaged in this 
work, with 355 primers documented in 
222 tribal languages. These efforts are 
helping preserve invaluable cultural 
knowledge for future generations.

The effort to restore tribal voices to 
the national narrative is also taking 
shape through Tribal Freedom Fight-
ers Museums, envisioned as spaces 
of  memory and recognition. Minis-
try of  Tribal Affairs has sanctioned 
11 such museums across 10 states to 

honour the role of  tribal communities 
in India’s freedom movement. Four 
museums have already been inaugu-
rated, including those dedicated to 
Bhagwan Birsa Munda in Ranchi and 
Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh in Nava 
Raipur. Through these institutions, the 
stories of  tribal heroes are being docu-
mented, celebrated and permanently 
woven into India’s collective historical 
memory.

Empowering Those Who Carry 
the Torch

From honouring the past, the jour-
ney naturally moves towards empow-
ering the present generation. This is 
most visible in the growing number 
of  tribal students benefiting from the 
Ministry’s scholarship programmes. 
In the current year alone, 26,01,979 
tribal students have been supported 
under five scholarship schemes, with a 
total outlay of  Rs. 3825.54 crores. Many 
are the first in their families to access 
higher education, carrying not only 
personal aspirations but the hopes of  
entire communities. Of  this, over 56% 
of  the current scholarship beneficia-
ries are women.

The expansion of  Eklavya Model 
Residential Schools (EMRS) reflects 
the same commitment to educational 
access and opportunity. The number 
of  sanctioned EMRS institutions has 
increased from 167 in 2013-14 to 723 
in 2025-26, a rise of  over 330% – while 
functional schools grew from 123 to 
499 during the same period. Student 
enrolment has also risen significantly, 
from 0.34 lakh to 1.56 lakh students. By 
providing quality residential education 
in tribal regions, EMRS institutions 
are helping build stronger educational 
foundations and expanding opportuni-
ties for tribal youth across the country.

These numbers reflect more than 
the expansion of  schemes; they rep-
resent a larger structural shift. Schol-
arships and fellowships are invest-
ments in confidence, representation, 
and leadership. Our commitment is 
unwavering: no tribal student should 
be denied opportunity because of  geog-

raphy, background, or limited access to 
institutions of  learning.

Women at the Centre: The Truest 
Expression of Empowerment

Alongside this educational transfor-
mation is a significant shift in grass-
roots leadership led by tribal women. 
For generations, tribal women have 
been the quiet keepers of  culture, 
natural resources, and community 
life – sustaining families and tradi-
tions. India is home to 5.20 crore tribal 
women, accounting for almost half  of  
the total tribal population, and their 
leadership is becoming central to 
inclusive development.

At present, 4,712 VDVKs have been 
sanctioned, of  which 3,365 are opera-
tional, benefiting over 12.9 lakh people, 
with women constituting more than 
half  of  the beneficiaries. These efforts 
are strengthening grassroots democra-
cy while creating greater economic and 
social empowerment for tribal women.

The Legacy That Walks Forward
Celebration, remembrance, educa-

tion, and women’s leadership together 
form part of  a larger and continuing 
story, one in which tribal communities 
are increasingly shaping India’s future 
with confidence and dignity. Through 
initiatives such as Dharti Aaba Janjatiya 
Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan (DA-JGUA) and 
Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adiwasi Nyaya 
Maha AbhiyaN (PM JANMAN), trans-
formative change is reaching the ground 
through a new paradigm of convergence 
and collaboration. The rise of  tribal 
scholars, the recognition of  unsung 
heroes, and the growing leadership of  
tribal women together reflect how the 
legacy of Bhagwan Birsa Munda contin-
ues to live in contemporary India.

Today, India’s more than 10.5 crore 
tribal citizens are one of  its most com-
pelling and forward-looking chapters 
in the national story. They are not at 
the margins of  national progress, but 
among the strongest contributors to 
the vision of  Viksit Bharat — scholars 
breaking new ground, women rede-
fining leadership, and unsung heroes 
finally receiving national recognition. 
In this journey, the legacy of  Dharti 
Aaba walks forward. (PIB)

(The author is Secretary, Ministry 
of  Tribal Affairs)

This idea may 
sound philo-
sophical, but it 

has a deep scientific 
meaning. When we 
watch a film, we do 
not see thousands of  
still pictures sepa-
rately. We see move-
ment. We see people 
walking, cars moving, 
trees shaking, and 
faces changing 
expression. Yet, at the 
technical level, a film 
is made of  frames.
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NTA Dismisses Claims
creating, circulating or forwarding 

such fraudulent content and attempting 
to defraud students constituted a serious 
punishable offence.

"Strict action will be taken against 
those responsible," it said.

Candidates and parents have been 
advised not to engage with, pay for or 
forward such messages and not to fall 
prey to these "fraudulent solicitations".

It also said to rely only on official com-
munications issued through NTA's veri-
fied channels.

"We urge all aspirants to ignore these 
rumours and to rely solely on official 
communication issued by NTA through 
its verified website and channels," the 
statement said.

"To every candidate appearing for 
NEET (UG) 2026 -- focus on your prepa-
ration with confidence. Your hard work 
is what matters, and NTA stands com-
mitted to conducting a fair, secure and 
credible examination," it added.

The NEET-UG for admissions into 
medical courses took place on May 3 
this year but was cancelled by the NTA 
on May 12 amid allegations of  a paper 
leak. The CBI is currently investigating 
this matter, and a retest is scheduled for 
June 21.(PTI)

No Safe Heaven For
terrorists while unwavering protection 

will be ensured for the innocent,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor said that 
although J&K Drug-Free Campaign is 
scheduled for 100 days, it marks the start 
of  a much larger fight. He said elimi-
nating this threat requires a marathon 
effort.

“It is a war of  years, not a battle of  
weeks. Victory demands a unified, 
round-the-clock commitment. By mobi-
lizing a whole-of-society approach, we 
will ensure that J&K's soil is complete-
ly cleared of  drug smugglers and drug 
peddlers. During the Padyatra across 
Jammu Kashmir, I have witnessed the 
incredible courage of  young men and 
women breaking the shackles of  addic-
tion to reclaim their lives. That is why we 
cannot fail. This campaign is a matter of  
the soul of  Jammu Kashmir," the Lieu-
tenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor said in order 
to safeguard youth, the administration is 
embedding the spirit of  this mission into 
the very fabric of  our neighborhoods, 
equipping communities to recognize 
the warning signs, intervene early, and 
shield each other.

“Our teachers, Panchayat Mahila 
Samitis, religious leaders, and civil soci-
ety groups are the torchbearers of  this 
movement, standing united to ensure 
the shadow of  addiction never finds a 
foothold in Kishtwar and across Jammu 
Kashmir. This is a defining moment for 
the future of  our children. The people 
have spoken with one voice that narco 
terrorists must be driven from this land,” 
the Lieutenant Governor said.

LG Pays Obeisance At
Leader of  Opposition (LoP) in J&K 

Legislative Assembly, Ms. Shagun Par-
ihar, Member of  Legislative Assembly 
from Kishtwar, Shri Pankaj Kumar 
Sharma, Deputy Commissioner Kisht-
war and other senior officials during 
the visit.

J&K Govt Files
The filing of  the review petition 

comes amid concerns among affect-
ed teachers and ongoing discussions 
regarding the implications of  the TET-
related issue in Jammu and Kashmir.

Itoo reiterated that the government 
remains committed to protecting the 
interests of  teachers and pursuing all 
available legal avenues in the matter.

The move is expected to be closely 
watched by the teaching community 
across Jammu and Kashmir as the 
matter proceeds before the Supreme 
Court. [KNT]

Global Tensions May
such as Hindu-Muslim conflicts and 

caste divisions 80 years ago, and yet we 
are still fighting over them like fools. 
We need to move beyond these issues,” 
Sharma said.

The Minister stressed the need for 
social unity and awareness in the face 
of  changing global realities, adding that 
countries must remain prepared for the 
economic impact of  international con-
flicts and market instability—(KNO)

Census 2027 To Shape

information.
"The Census does not seek bank 

account details, credit card numbers, 
PAN information or any financial cre-
dentials. People should verify the iden-
tity cards of  enumerators before sharing 
information and remain vigilant against 
fraud attempts," he said.

Sharma advised people to immedi-
ately report any suspicious activity to 
the police or the census helpline 1855 
for legal action against those trying 
to deceive citizens in the name of  the 
census.

Reassuring the public on data privacy, 
he said all information collected during 
the census is completely safe, secure and 
protected under the provisions of  the 
Census Act, 1948.

"The data collected is 100 per cent 
secure, non-shareable and protected by 
law. Under Section 15 of  the Census Act, 
the information cannot be disclosed or 
used as evidence by courts, enforcement 
agencies or any other authority. There 
is no need for people to worry about the 
confidentiality of  their data," Sharma 
said—(KNO)

CS Reviews Progress
healthcare delivery.
While reviewing the progress achieved 

under the health sector reforms pro-
gramme, the Chief  Secretary empha-
sized that every tertiary care institution 
in Jammu and Kashmir should strive 
towards establishing and strengthening 
critical care, trauma care and emergency 
medicine services, observing that these 
areas are among the most significant 
determinants of  quality patient care and 
healthcare outcomes.

He further directed that the benefits 
of  the reform process should not remain 
confined to the newly established Gov-
ernment Medical Colleges alone. He 
called for inclusion of  District Hospitals 
and Sub-District Hospitals, particularly 
in those areas where no Government 
Medical College exists, so that health-
care upgradation reaches all regions of  
the Union Territory in a balanced and 
equitable manner. He observed that 
future interventions should be planned 
according to the strengths, requirements 
and service potential of  each healthcare 
institution.

The Chief  Secretary assured the 
department of  full administrative and 
financial support for viable and impact-
ful healthcare initiatives and encour-
aged the officers to proactively formulate 
innovative proposals aimed at improv-
ing patient care, medical education and 
healthcare delivery across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Highlighting the growing role of  tech-
nology in healthcare, he directed the 
department to expand the ambit of  Vir-
tual Medical Boards to cover more spe-
cialties and institutions. He also called 
for the introduction of  Grand Rounds, 
virtual academic sessions and online 
teaching platforms in peripheral health-
care institutions to facilitate continuous 
professional development, strengthen 
specialist support and improve clinical 
outcomes.

The Chief  Secretary further advised 
the department to establish a clearly 
defined Roles, Responsibilities and 
Accountability Framework across 
healthcare institutions so that responsi-
bilities at every level are well delineated 
and measurable. He stressed the need for 
instituting a robust Monitoring, Evalu-
ation and Review Mechanism supported 
by information technology platforms to 
facilitate real-time assessment of  health-
care services, patient utilization patterns 
and institutional performance across the 
Union Territory.

Calling for a forward-looking approach, 
the Chief  Secretary directed the Health & 
Medical Education Department to iden-
tify measurable milestones and targets 
for the next six months, one year and two 
years in the areas of  healthcare services, 
medical education and research.

He also emphasized the need for 
making concerted efforts towards 
enhancement of  MBBS, postgraduate 
and super-specialty seats across medical 
colleges to ensure optimal utilization of  
the infrastructure and human resources 
created under the health sector reforms 
programme.

Regarding the expansion of  under-
graduate and postgraduate medical 
education the Commissioner Secretary, 
H&ME, M.Raju revealed that proposals 
have been submitted for enhancement 
of  300 MBBS seats, 243 MD/MS seats, 
64 DM/MCh super-specialty seats and 
additional DNB seats across various 
medical institutions. He added that sev-
eral proposals have already undergone 
inspection and approval processes with 
the National Medical Commission and 
other regulatory bodies.

The Commissioner Secretary further 
apprised that Tele-MANAS and tele-
psychiatry services have been made 
operational in major institutions, while 

de-addiction and mental health facilities 
have been significantly expanded.

He divulged that a comprehensive 
three-tier Substance Use Disorder (SUD) 
service delivery framework has also 
been devised to strengthen prevention, 
treatment, rehabilitation and commu-
nity-based support systems throughout 
Jammu and Kashmir.

It was given out by the Director, SKIMS, 
Dr Ashraf  Ganai that the constitution 
of  the J&K Research Consortium has 
been constituted at the Institute aimed at 
promoting collaborative research among 
SKIMS, Government Medical Colleges 
and AIIMS Jammu. The consortium is 
expected to strengthen medical research, 
innovation and evidence-based policy 
formulation in the healthcare sector in 
the days to come, he informed.

Earlier on Dr. Yashpal Sharma, 
Executive Director, Shri Mata Vaishno 
Devi Institute of  Medical Excellence 
(SMVDIME)  gave a detailed presenta-
tion about several reforms executed 
across the healthcare facilities of  the UT.

He gave out that multiple Virtual 
Medical Boards have already been con-
ducted in disciplines such as Neurology, 
Psychiatry, Obstetrics & Gynaecology, 
Anaesthesiology, Surgery and Commu-
nity Medicine.

Moreover he apprised the meeting that 
the Tele-ICU facilities are proposed to be 
established in seven new Government 
Medical Colleges under a hybrid hub-
and-spoke model to strengthen critical 
care services across the UT.

Similarly, he made out that the process 
for establishing Tele-Radiology services 
is underway to ensure timely specialist 
radiological support to healthcare insti-
tutions in remote and underserved areas, 
he added.

The Head IMHANS Srinagar, Dr 
Arshid Dada threw light on the roadmap 
for expansion and augmentation of  drug 
de-addiction services and the efforts 
made towards training over 3,200 grass-
roots-level workers under the proposed 
“Circle of  Care” programme. He elabo-
rated that the initiative aims to create a 
community-based support network for 
early identification, counselling, referral 
and rehabilitation of  individuals affected 
by substance use disorders.

Reviewing the initiatives undertaken 
in the field of  food safety, the Chief  Sec-
retary was informed about strength-
ening of  regulatory and enforcement 
mechanisms, expansion of  laboratory 
infrastructure, capacity building of  field 
staff  and enhanced public awareness 
campaigns.

He was apprised that more than 1,700 
food safety cases were adjudicated 
during the last financial year, resulting 
in penalties exceeding Rs 1.67 Cr, while 
significant progress has been achieved 
towards laboratory modernization and 
expansion of  testing capabilities.

The meeting further deliberated upon 
upcoming initiatives in the areas of  
mental health, liver transplant services 
and strengthening of  dental healthcare 
services. It was informed that collabora-
tion with premier institutions has been 
initiated to establish advanced liver 
and biliary care services in Jammu and 
Kashmir and to further augment spe-
cialty healthcare delivery here in the 
health facilities of  the UT.

Emphasizing the need for sustained 
reforms, the Chief  Secretary stressed 
that the ultimate objective of  these 
reforms should be to provide accessible, 
affordable and high-quality healthcare 
services to every citizen of  Jammu and 
Kashmir. He underscored the impor-
tance of  leveraging technology, research, 
capacity building and institutional col-
laboration to transform the healthcare 
landscape of  the Union Territory.

Illegal Motorised Shikaras
vessels must also be held accountable,” 

he added.
The issue has sparked resentment 

among motor boat owners, who claim 
their business has suffered significantly 
as tourists increasingly opt for illegal-
ly motorised shikaras offering quicker 
rides at lower operational costs.

Repeated attempts by GMK to seek a 
response from officials of  the Tourism 
Department regarding the RTI find-
ings and allegations of  lax enforcement 
evoked no response.

With Dal Lake being one of  Kash-
mir’s most iconic tourist attractions, 
stakeholders argue that unchecked 
violations not only threaten the liveli-
hoods of  hundreds of  families depen-
dent on the motor boat sector but also 
raise serious questions about gover-
nance, transparency and the rule of  
law in the Valley’s tourism industry.

AIIMS Awantipora
enough to assure me about its comple-

tion well on time,” she wrote.
She acknowledged the efforts of  the 

construction team but stressed the 
urgent need for the institution to become 
operational in view of  the healthcare 
challenges facing Jammu and Kashmir.

“Undoubtedly the team assigned here 
is toiling day and night, but given how 
healthcare is crumbling across J&K, it is 
imperative AIIMS Awantipora is opera-
tional soon. It will provide much-need-
ed relief  and quality medical services,” 
Mehbooba stated.

However, her visit and subsequent 
remarks drew sharp criticism from 
ruling National Conference leaders, who 
questioned the propriety of  an unelected 
political leader reviewing the status of  
an ongoing government project.

NC MLA and Chief  Spokesperson 
Tanvir Sadiq termed the move “uncon-
stitutional” and said such actions could 
set an unhealthy precedent.

Speaking to reporters in Srinagar, 
Sadiq said that project reviews are the 
responsibility of  the elected government 
and authorized officials.

“If  such a precedent is set where any 
elected or unelected person starts vis-
iting departments and reviewing proj-
ects, it would be very wrong. It appears 
an attempt is being made to convey that 
unelected individuals are more power-
ful than those elected by the people,” he 
said.

He argued that constitutional norms 
do not permit such interventions and 
warned that it could open doors for 
others to engage in similar practices.

Sadiq further alleged that political 
motives were behind the controversy and 
linked it to previous political develop-
ments in Jammu and Kashmir.

"Whenever major political develop-
ments take place, there are attempts to 
create a negative atmosphere. If  some-
one genuinely wants to resolve an issue, 
it is done through proper channels and 
not through social media,” he said.

Referring to Mehbooba Mufti's public 
communication regarding AIIMS, he 
claimed that the issue had already been 
taken up through official channels and 
that publicizing it reflected political 
intent.

“When the letter was shared on social 
media, it became clear that politics was 
involved. The Chief  Minister had already 
discussed the matter, and she could have 
waited for the outcome,” he added.

Health Minister Sakina Itoo, had said 
that some people seem to be suffering from 
political amnesia. They still behave as if  
they are in power, even though they lost 
office in 2018 and have since been repeat-
edly rejected by the people,” she said.

PDP leader and MLA Waheed Ur 
Rehman Para defended Mehbooba Mufti 
and accused the government of  focusing 
on politics instead of  addressing health-
care concerns.

Para alleged that the administration 
was more concerned about who visited 
AIIMS than ensuring the institution 
becomes functional at the earliest.

"J&K is in the midst of  a health emergen-
cy. Cancer is taking lives every single day, 
yet those in power seem more concerned 
about who visits AIIMS than why it is still 
not fully functional,” he said—(KNO)
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ADDRESS:- SADAT MARKET, NEAR PNB, SHADIPORA SUMBAL +91- 9906230114-  6006600834
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER IRRIGATION DIVISION PULWAMA.
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

 E- NIT NO. (04) OF 2026-27 (e-Tendering)
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of J&K U.T, e-Tenders are invited on percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with 
J&K Govt. for the following works.

S. No. Name of work Adv. Cost 
in Lakhs

Cost of Tender 
Doc. in Rs.

Earnest 
Money (Rs)

Time of 
completion

Class of 
Contract

Head of 
Account

1 Construction of sump and slope stabilization for LIS 
Drought Pump Larkipora 10.00 1000 20000 20 days

CEE/DEE PMKKKY
2 Construction of foundation block and slope stabilization 

for the LIS Aghanjipora 7.00 700 14000 20 days

3 Restoration Improvement of Dar Khul at Romshi nallah 
Rahmoo 10.00 1000 20000 20 days

4 Restoration Improvement of Now Khul at Kamrazipora 
Thokerpora 10.00 1000 20000 20 days

Position of Funds: Budgetary Provision.
Position of AAA: Accorded vide District Development Commissioner, Pulwama’s order No. 63 DDCP of 2026 dated: 03-06-2026 

endorsed vide No.  DDCP/PMKKKY/2026-27/03-06-2026Dt. 15-05-2026
Position of T/S: Sanctioned vide this office No. TS/PMKKKY/02 of 06/2026 Dt. 05-06-2026, TS/PMKKKY/03 of 06/2026 Dt. 05-06-

2026, TS/PMKKKY/04 of 06/2026 Dt. 05-06-2026, TS/PMKKKY/05 of 06/2026 Dt. 05-06-2026. 
The Bidding document consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, set of terms and conditions and other 
details can be seen/ downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:

01 Date of issue of Tender Notice 06-06-2026 (01:00 pm)
02 Date of start of downloading 06-06-2026 (01:00 pm)
03 Bid submission start date Technical/ Financial. 06-06-2026 (01:00 pm)
04 Bid submission end date 17-06-2026 (06:00 pm)
05 Date & Time of opening of Bids (online) 18-06-2026 (10:00 am)

Terms and Conditions: -
1. Bids must be accompanied with proof of cost of tender document in shape of Treasury receipt/e-challan under (MH: 0702-PWD Remittance) 

in favour of Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Pulwama (tender inviting authority), and Earnest Money/ Bid Security in shape of CDR/ FDR 
from any schedule or nationalized bank pledged to Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Pulwama (Tender Receiving Authority).

2. The date and time of opening of Technical Bids shall be notified on departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the  bidders 
automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The Financial Bids of responsive bidders shall be opened  online on same 
web site in the office of the Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Pulwama (Tender Receiving Authority).

3. The bid for the work shall remain valid for period of 90 days from the date of opening of bid.
4. Bidders are advised to use the (My Documents) area in their user on www.j&ktenders.gov.in portal to store, the required documents as given below:
a. GST, Adhaar Card, 16- Digit Bank Account No. GST linked and PAN No.
b. Registration card with latest renewal.
c. Treasury challan (0702)
d. Scanned copy of EMD.
e. Card verification letter.
f. Registered mobile number and E-mail ID in the shape of Bidders address form.
g. BOQ.
h. Acknowledgment/ certificate w.r.t. filing of GST returns of previous quarter.
i. Acknowledgment/ certificate w.r.t. filing of Income Tax returns of Previous financial year.
j. The successful bidder is bound to register himself with Assistant Labour Commissioner, Pulwama for CESS Registration after issuance of allotment.
5. The earnest money shall be forfeited if: -
a. Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modification in terms and conditions of the bid.
b. Failure of successful bidder to execute the agreement within 07 Days after fixation of contract.
6. Instruction to bidders regarding e-Tendering process: -
5.1 Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on web site www.

jktenders.gov.in acquaint bid submission process.
1.2   To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get “Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)” as per information Technology Act, 2000. Bidders 

can get Digital Certificate from any approved vendor.
1.3 The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with Digital Signature. No financial bid will be accepted in physical form.
1.4 Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para- 3.
1.5 Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with bid.
Note: -  Scan all the documents on 100dpi with black & white option.
7. The Department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.
8. Scanned copy of cost of tender document in shape of Treasury receipt/e-challan under (MH: 0702-PWD Remittance) in favour of the Executive 

Engineer Irrigation Division Pulwama and Earnest Money/ Bid Security in shape of CDR/ FDR as applicable pledged to Executive Engineer 
Irrigation Division Pulwama must be uploaded with the technical documents of the bid.

9. Price Escalation and Taxes: - The item wise cost/ offer be quoted by the bidder entirely in Indian Rupees and the rates quoted shall be deemed 
to include price escalation and all taxes till completion of work, unless otherwise specified. Deduction on account of taxes shall be made from 
the bills of the contractor on gross amount of the bill as per the rates prevailing at the time of recovery.

10. Bidders are advised to use “My Documents” area in their user on e-Tendering portal to store such documents as are required.
All other terms & conditions shall be the same as laid down in the PWD Form 25 (Double Agreement Form).
No.: PID/CS/ 938-50  Sd/-
Dated: 06/06/2026    Executive Engineer
  Irrigation Division Pulwama 

DIPK-1901-26
DT: 06/06/2026

Min Rana reviews summer contingency, 
flood preparedness measures in Jammu

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for Jal 
Shakti, Forest, Ecology, 
Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed 
Rana, Saturday  chaired 
a comprehensive review 
meeting to assess the 
summer preparedness of  
the Public Health Engi-
neering (PHE) and Irri-
gation & Flood Control 
(I&FC) departments across 
the Jammu division.

He underscored the need 
for proactive planning to 
ensure uninterrupted 
water supply and robust 
flood management in the 
run-up to the monsoon 
season.

While reviewing the 
measures being taken to 
combat water stress during 
the upcoming peak summer 
months, Javed Rana direct-
ed the concerned officers 
to ensure all water supply 
schemes are functional at 
full capacity and that pre-
ventive maintenance is 
completed well in advance. 
He stressed that no lapse 
in drinking water availabil-
ity would be tolerated and 
responsibility will be fixed 
to ensure uninterrupted 
services.

The Minister directed 
the officers to ensure a 
prompt and proactive 
response to the emerging 
water stress situations, 
with focused interven-
tions in vulnerable habita-
tions. He stressed that all 
efforts should be geared 
up towards reducing the 
number of  water-stressed 
areas and ensuring unin-
terrupted drinking water 

supply during heatwave 
conditions.

The Minister also 
reviewed the status of  
the existing water supply 
schemes and directed the 
officers to prepare a com-
prehensive plan for their 
upgradation and strength-
ening. He emphasised that 
older schemes must not be 
neglected while develop-
ing new infrastructure, as 
their efficient functioning 
remains crucial for ensur-
ing reliable water supply.

The Minister also 
stressed the need to expe-
dite work on JJM schemes 
nearing completion. He 
directed the officers to 
ensure their timely com-
missioning before the onset 
of  the peak summer season 
so that the benefits reach 
the people without delay.

Javed Rana further 
directed the officers to for-
mulate a comprehensive 
district-wise action plan for 
rainwater harvesting and 
sustainable groundwater 
recharge, with a focus on 
innovative and locally suit-
able interventions.

While enquiring about 
the repairable hand pumps 
in Jammu division, he 
called upon the concerned 
that all repairable units 

are restored before peak 
summer stress.

During the meeting, the 
Chief  Engineer, Jal Shakti 
(I&FC) Jammu, presented a 
PPT apprising of  the works 
carried out, so far, by the 
department. He also high-
lighted the future plans of  
the department besides the 
contingency plan devised 
for the eventuality.

The Minister was 
informed that Heatwave 
Response Protocols have 
been activated across all 
districts, with Control 
Rooms established at both 
Provincial and District 
level to ensure round-the-
clock emergency response. 
Besides, district-wise 
Water Vulnerability Maps 
have been prepared, iden-
tifying villages and habita-
tions at risk of  water stress 
between May and August 
2026, with prioritised inter-
ventions planned for high-
risk zones.

On infrastructure read-
iness, the Minister was 
apprised that comprehen-
sive inspection of  critical 
water supply infrastruc-
ture is underway, with 
accelerated repair and 
maintenance work focused 
on leak detection and 
upkeep of  electromechani-

cal components. Standby 
pumps and generators have 
been positioned at strategic 
locations while adequate 
stocks of  spare parts and 
treatment chemicals have 
been ensured for the high-
temperature season.

To address supply disrup-
tions, a fleet of  water tank-
ers has been deployed for 
rapid response, with strate-
gic filling stations identified 
for efficient loading.

The Minister directed 
that daily monitoring of  
water source discharge 
rates and groundwater 
levels be carried out across 
all districts. He also stressed 
the need for weekly review 
and coordination meetings 
to maintain operational 
oversight, ensure timely 
interventions and address 
emerging challenges in a 
proactive manner.

Regarding flood pre-
paredness, the Minister 
reviewed the status of  
flood mitigation and pre-
paredness measures being 
undertaken across vulner-
able areas. He stressed 
the need for proactive 
planning to minimise the 
risks during the ensu-
ing monsoon season. He 
directed the officers to 
adopt both structural and 

non-structural measures 
to remain fully prepared 
for any eventuality and 
ensure effective coordina-
tion for timely response 
and protection of  lives and 
property.

He underscored the 
importance of  proactive 
planning, technology-driv-
en early warning systems 
and robust inter-agency 
coordination. He stressed 
that preparedness should 
remain at the core of  disas-
ter management efforts, 
particularly in view of  the 
increased vulnerability to 
floods and other weather-
related calamities during 
the monsoon season.

Javed Rana also directed 
the officers to expedite the 
implementation of  projects 
approved under the SASCI 
Disaster Programme to 
ensure timely restoration 
and strengthening of  flood 
protection and irrigation 
infrastructure. He stressed 
that the works must be 
completed in a mission 
mode, particularly at vul-
nerable locations affected 
by previous flood events, 
to enhance resilience and 
safeguard public assets.

The Minister also 
called for close monitor-
ing of  progress and effec-
tive coordination among 
executing agencies so that 
the intended benefits of  the 
programme are realized 
on the ground without any 
delay. He directed the con-
cerned officers to regularly 
review and update disaster 
preparedness protocols, 
strengthen mitigation mea-
sures and ensure effective 
coordination at all levels.

DDC Bandipora reviews 

CSR Projects
Directs Departments to expedite expenditure, ensure 
Timely Execution of approved Works

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: District 
Development Commission-
er (DDC) Bandipora, Indu 
Kanwal Chib, on Saturday 
chaired a review meeting 
to assess the progress of  
works approved under the 
Corporate Social Responsi-
bility (CSR) Action Plan for 
the financial year 2025-26.

Emphasizing the timely 
implementation of  devel-
opment projects, the DDC 
directed all concerned 
departments to expedite 
expenditure, maintain the 
pace of  execution, and 
ensure that all approved 
works are completed 
within the stipulated time-
lines. She stressed the need 
for regular monitoring and 
inter-departmental coordi-
nation so that the benefits 
of  these projects reach the 
public at the earliest.

During the meeting, it 
was informed that 15 works 
amounting to ₹2.72 crore 
have been approved under 
the CSR Action Plan for 
the financial year 2025-26. 
Of  these, eight works per-
tain to the Health Depart-
ment, two to the Education 
Department, one to the 
Youth Services & Sports 
Department, two to the 
R&B Department, one to 
the PHE Department, and 
one to the Disaster Man-
agement Department.

Taking a department-
wise review of  the projects, 
Indu Kanwal Chib under-
scored the importance of  
timely utilization of  funds 

and directed officers to 
avoid delays in execution.

Reviewing the educa-
tion sector works, the Chief  
Education Officer informed 
the meeting that tenders 
for the approved projects 
have already been issued 
and that work is expected 
to commence shortly. The 
DDC directed the concerned 
executing agency to com-
plete the construction of the 
toilet block at Government 
Boys Middle School, Lon-
pora Mantrigam, by 20 June.

She also instructed the 
Education Department to 
complete the auction pro-
cess of  the old school build-
ing of  Government Middle 
School, Mantrigam, by 15 
June, ensuring that all for-
malities are finalized within 
the prescribed timeframe.

The meeting was further 
informed that the Youth 
Services & Sports Depart-
ment has achieved 100 per-
cent expenditure under the 
approved CSR works.

The Executive Engineer, 

R&B Division Bandipora, 
informed the Chair that 
work on the View Point Proj-
ect on Nallah Madhumati is 
nearing completion and is 
expected to be completed by 
20 June. He further apprised 
the meeting that work on the 
footbridge over Bonar Nallah 
is progressing smoothly and 
is expected to be completed 
by the end of  July 2026.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Indu Kanwal Chib 
said that CSR initiatives 
serve as an important 
supplement in strength-
ening public infrastruc-
ture. She called upon all 
departments to work with 
dedication and ensure that 
the approved projects are 
completed within the pre-
scribed timelines.

Among others, the meet-
ing was attended by the Chief  
Planning Officer, Mohd Maq-
bool Lone, Chief  Medical 
Officer, Executive Engineer 
R&B, Deputy Chief Educa-
tion Officer, and other con-
cerned officers.

Startup India, JKEDI organise TEJAS workshop 

to strengthen grassroots entrepreneurship

DC Sgr reviews DCB 2026-27, 
Heritage conservation projects, 
CDF Works

DC Budgam visits Markazi 
Imambara Budgam

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In order to 
review the progress of  the 
District Capex Budget for 
the financial year 2026-27, 
a meeting of  all executing 
agencies and line depart-
ments was held Saturday 
under the chairmanship 
of  Deputy Commissioner 
Srinagar, Akshay Labroo, 
at the Meeting Hall of  the 
DC Office Complex.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional District 
Development Commission-
er, Rifat Aftab Qureshi, 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Aadil Fareed, 
Chief  Planning Officer, 
Fayaz Ahmad Dar, Super-
intending Engineer, R&B, 
Tatheer Manzoor, Joint 
Commissioner SMC, 
Hamid Ahmad, Assistant 
Commissioner Panchay-
ats, Bashir Ahmad, Exec-
utive Engineers of  R&B, 
PHE, PDD, SMC, UEED, 
Block Development Offi-
cers and all other District 
& Sectoral Officers.

At the outset, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
took a detailed review of  

the progress achieved in 
the preparation and sub-
mission of  estimates for 
works proposed under the 
District Capex Budget for 
2026-27. He also reviewed 
the physical and financial 
status of  ongoing works 
under the District Capex 
Budget 2025-26 and the 
progress of  works being 
executed under the Con-
stituency Development 
Fund (CDF).

The Deputy Commis-
sioner further reviewed the 
status of  heritage conserva-
tion projects being under-
taken in Srinagar district 
under the Government's 
Heritage Conservation 
Scheme aimed at preserving 
Srinagar's rich cultural and 
architectural legacy.

While reviewing the 
submission of  estimates 
for the financial year 2026-
27, the Deputy Commis-
sioner was informed that 
a total of  492 works have 
been proposed under the 
District Capex Budget, of  
which estimates for 232 
works have been submit-
ted by various executing 
agencies so far.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Budgam, 
Athar Aamir Khan, Sat-
urday visited Imambara 
Budgam to review the 
arrangements being put 
in place for the smooth 
observance of  the ensuing 
holy month of  Muharram-
ul-Haram.

During the visit, the 
DC reviewed the facilities 
available at the Imambara 
and interacted with local 
residents, and members of  
the management commit-
tee to assess their require-
ments and concerns ahead 
of  Muharram.

On the occasion, 
local representatives 
informed the DC that the 
major Muharram con-
gregations commence 
from the 4th Muharram, 
while the main Aashora 
procession is scheduled 
to be taken out on the 
10th Muharram from 
Babul Ilm Mirgund to 
Imambada Budgam.

T h e  r e p r e s e n t a -
tives highlighted sev-
eral demands and issues, 
including repair and res-

toration of  damaged road 
stretches, ensuring unin-
terrupted power supply 
with adequate backup 
arrangements, augmen-
tation of  potable water 
supply, strengthening of  
medical facilities, sanita-
tion measures, traffic regu-
lation to facilitate devotees 
and visitors during the 
religious gatherings.

The DC directed the 
concerned departments 
to take all necessary mea-
sures to ensure seamless 
arrangements during 
Muharram-ul-Haram. 
He instructed the  R&B 
Department to examine 
and address the damaged 
road stretches on priority 
and emphasized the need 
for a comprehensive traf-
fic management plan to 
ensure the convenience of  
mourners.

The DC further direct-
ed the Power Develop-
ment Department (PDD) 
to ensure uninterrupted 
electricity supply, ade-
quate backup arrange-
ments during religious 
gatherings and installation 
on street lights wherever 
required.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: In a signifi-
cant initiative aimed at 
fostering innovation and 
entrepreneurship in remote 
regions, the Department for 
Promotion of  Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT), 
Ministry of  Commerce and 
Industry, Government of  
India, in collaboration with 
the Jammu & Kashmir 
Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment Institute (JKEDI) 
and District Administra-
tion Kupwara, on Saturday 
organised a workshop under 
the TEJAS (Transforming 
Entrepreneurial Journeys 
Across State & Districts) 
programme at Government 
Degree College (Boys), Kup-
wara.

The workshop formed 
part of  Startup India’s 
ongoing efforts to promote 

inclusive entrepreneurship 
and strengthen grassroots 
innovation ecosystems 
across the country. The 
event witnessed enthusias-
tic participation from more 
than 350 aspiring entrepre-
neurs, innovators, startup 
founders, students, and 
other stakeholders from 
the district.

TEJAS is a flagship 
nationwide initiative 
designed to identify, nur-
ture, and support aspiring 
entrepreneurs and startups 
from non-metro and under-
served regions by facilitating 
access to mentorship, insti-
tutional support, resources, 
and market opportunities. 
The programme is being 
implemented across 132 dis-
tricts of  India with a focus 
on capacity building, eco-
system development, and 
expanding entrepreneurial 

opportunities at the grass-
roots level.

The workshop featured 
a series of  expert-led ses-
sions on entrepreneur-
ship, innovation, startup 
development, government 
support mechanisms, fund-
ing opportunities, market 
access, and sector-specific 
business prospects. The 
interactive sessions provid-
ed participants with prac-
tical insights into various 
stages of  the entrepreneur-
ial journey, from ideation 
to enterprise scaling.

Additional Secretary, 
DPIIT, Ministry of  Com-
merce and Industry, Gov-
ernment of  India, Ateesh 
Kumar Singh, who was the 
Chief  Guest on the occa-
sion, delivered the key-
note address and shared 
valuable insights into the 
Startup India ecosystem 

and the support framework 
available for entrepreneurs 
across the country.

Reflecting on his visit to 
Kashmir, Ateesh Kumar 
Singh remarked, “My visit 
to Kashmir helped me 
understand that startups 
not only have economic 
value but, more importantly, 
they bring dignity.” He elab-
orated on various provisions 
under the Startup India ini-
tiative, including startup 
recognition, incubation 
support, funding avenues, 
mentorship opportunities, 
and other institutional 
mechanisms available to 
emerging entrepreneurs. He 
encouraged participants to 
transform innovative ideas 
into sustainable business 
ventures and underscored 
the role of  startups in driv-
ing economic growth and 
employment generation.
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One-off Test: 'I consciously 
tried not to restrict my 
shots', says KL Rahul as he 
reflects on his century

IANS

NEW CHANDIGARH: 
India opener KL Rahul 
said he deliberately avoid-
ed curbing his natural 
strokeplay while making 
the transition from T20 
cricket to the Test format, 
a mindset that helped him 
compile a patient centu-
ry on the opening day of  
the one-off  Test against 
Afghanistan.

Rahul's 100, along with 
captain Shubman Gill's 
unbeaten 103 and Sai 
Sudharsan's 81, powered 
India to a commanding 
368/3 at stumps on Day 1 
at the Maharaja Yadavin-
dra Singh International 
Cricket Stadium.

Reflecting on the chal-
lenge of  moving from 
months of  T20 cricket 
straight into the longest 
format, Rahul admitted 
that overthinking can 
often become a trap for 
batters.

"Sometimes you sit 
and overanalyse and try 
to play completely dif-
ferently to T20 cricket. 
Something that I con-
sciously tried was not to 
restrict my shots, but also 
be aware of  what kind of  
shots I can play on this 
wicket against what kind 
of  bowlers," Rahul said 
after the day's play.

The right-hander 
revealed that maintain-
ing a balance between 
attacking instincts and 
Test-match discipline was 
central to his preparation. 
"That's something that I 

thought about in the last 
week leading up to this 
Test match. That's what 
I tried to do. In the morn-
ing, I think I did play a few 
shots more than what I 
would have played ideally, 
but it didn't make me frus-
trated or angry at myself."

Rahul said he was 
keen to continue backing 
his strengths rather than 
become overly cautious 
simply because he was 
playing red-ball cricket. 
"I was okay with playing 
shots and playing to the 
merit of  the ball. That's 
what I was trying to do 
more," he added.

The opener also 
expressed satisfaction at 
how quickly he was able 
to adjust from the fast-
paced nature of  the IPL 
to the patience required 
in Test cricket. "I'm really 
happy that I could get 
some time in the middle 
and make that switch 
from T20 to Test cricket in 
a couple of  days. That was 

the most pleasing thing."
Rahul credited India's 

preparation in New Chan-
digarh for helping him 
understand the nature 
of  the surface before the 
match.

"It wasn't coming on 
at all. It was a really slow 
and low sort of  wicket, 
which we did expect. We 
had a few days of  train-
ing here, and it was pretty 
similar to this. I had to get 
used to spending time in 
the middle and letting the 
ball come to you."

"The few days that we 
spent here really helped, 
and I just carried that 
same training into the 
game and enjoyed being 
out in the middle and 
playing some good old 
Test cricket," he said.

Rahul's century, his 
12th in Tests, anchored 
India's innings after an 
early wicket and set the 
platform for a dominant 
opening day against 
Afghanistan.

A splendid accomplishment': PM Modi congratulates 

Indian men's U-18 hockey team on Asia Cup triumph

IANS

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Saturday congratulated the 
Indian men's U-18 hockey 
team for clinching the Men's 
U-18 Asia Cup 2026 title, 
describing the achievement 
as a "splendid accomplish-
ment" and praising the 
team's exceptional skill and 
teamwork throughout the 
tournament.

India were crowned 
champions after a domi-
nant 4-1 victory over hosts 
Japan in the final at Kaka-
migahara. Ashish Tani 
Purti starred with a hat-
trick, scoring in the 2nd, 
28th, and 34th minutes, 
while captain Ketan Kush-
waha added another goal 
in the 30th minute to seal a 
memorable triumph for the 
young Indian side.

Reacting to the victory, 
the Prime Minister said in 
a post on the social media 
platform X: "A splendid 
accomplishment by our 
young hockey players!

"Congratulations to the 
Indian Men's U18 Hockey 
Team on winning the Men's 
U18 Asia Cup 2026. The team 
displayed exceptional skill 

and teamwork throughout 
the tournament, culminat-
ing in a memorable victory 
in the final.

"This triumph also 
reflects hockey's grow-
ing popularity among our 
youth. My best wishes to 
the team for their future 
endeavours," Modi posted.

India dominated the 
summit clash from the 
outset, taking the lead 
inside the opening two 
minutes through Purti 
from a penalty corner. 
The forward struck twice 
more to complete his hat-
trick before halftime, while 
Kushwaha's goal ensured 
India entered the break 

with a commanding 3-0 
advantage.

Japan managed to pull 
one back through Numada 
Gaku's penalty stroke in 
the 52nd minute, but the 
Indian defence remained 
resolute to secure the title.

Purti's heroics in the 
final earned him the Player 
of  the Match award, while 
his tally of  13 goals saw 
him finish as the tourna-
ment's top scorer. Goal-
keeper Ayush Rajak was 
named the Best Goalkeeper 
of  the tournament, under-
lining India's dominance in 
the competition.

PM Modi also congratu-
lated the women's hockey 

team after they secured the 
bronze medal at the U18 
Asia Cup 2026 with a com-
manding 3-0 victory over 
Korea in the third-place 
playoff  on Saturday.

Taking to social media 
after India's podium finish, 
Modi praised the team's 
fighting spirit throughout 
the competition. "Con-
gratulations to the Indian 
Women's U18 Hockey Team 
on securing the Bronze 
Medal at the U18 Asia Cup 
2026. The team displayed 
remarkable grit through-
out the tournament. This 
feat reflects the grow-
ing strength of  women's 
hockey in India and the 

immense potential of  our 
players. Wishing the team 
the very best for their 
upcoming endeavours," 
Modi posted.

Determined to bounce 
back from their narrow 
shootout defeat against 
China in the semi-finals, 
India made a dream start 
and took the lead within 
the opening two minutes. 
Sandeepa Kumari (2') show-
cased excellent composure 
in front of  goal, producing a 
brilliant finish to give India 
the breakthrough and set 
the tone for the contest.

India continued to 
dominate possession and 
create opportunities in 
the attacking circle. Their 
persistence paid off  in the 
16th minute when Captain 
Sweety Kujur (16') found 
the back of  the net with a 
field goal to double India’s 
advantage heading into the 
second quarter.

With a comfortable 
two-goal cushion, India 
maintained control after 
the break and further 
extended their lead in the 
33rd minute. The team then 
showcased great defence 
and won the match with-
out conceding a single goal.

'God's will that Vaibhav came to me for training,' says 

childhood coach Ojha after teenager’s maiden T20I call-up
IANS

NEW DELHI: On a fine Saturday 
afternoon, Manish Ojha was doing 
what he has done for a long time 
– making his students go through 
their paces at his Gen Next Acad-
emy in the Sampatchak area of  
Patna.

Amidst the focus on the trainees 
perfecting their craft in the after-
noon training session, Ojha got a 
call from Sanjeev Sooryavanshi. 
The message was short, but elec-
tric: his son Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi got his India senior men’s T20I 
call-up to tours of  Ireland, Eng-
land, and the Asian Games event 
in Japan.

Hearing that, Ojha was left really 
delighted and congratulated San-
jeev. "It was expected that, the way 
Vaibhav was performing well in the 
T20 format, he would get the call-up. 
He performed well in the U-19 World 
Cup win and then showed his explo-
sive strokeplay in the IPL.

“So, it was quite obvious and 
expected for me that he would be 
given a chance. But when he would 
be given a chance, I had no idea. Now 
that it has come, it's a great moment. 
After I congratulated his father, he, 
in return, congratulated me," Ojha 
recalled in an exclusive conversa-
tion with IANS on Saturday.

The mutual congratulations felt 
earned because what Sooryavan-
shi has done at 15 years of  age isn't 
merely precocious - it is historic. In 
the words of  chief  selector Ajit 
Agarkar, Sooryavanshi had 
‘almost forced his way into 
the T20I squad. It's not hard 
to see why. In the 2026 IPL, 
Sooryavanshi made a 
staggering 776 runs at 
a strike rate of  237.30, 
and single-handedly 
dragged Rajasthan 
Royals to Qualifier 2.

He hit 72 sixes 
- breaking Chris 
Gayle's record for 

the most maximums in a single 
season. He became the first player 
in IPL history to be named both the 
Most Valuable Player and the Best 
Emerging Player. Before any of that, 
Sooryavanshi wowed the world by 
walking out and making a 
whirl- wind 175 from 
8 0 b a l l s 
- 1 5 

fours, 15 sixes, the 
highest ever indi-

vidual score in an ICC World Cup 
final - as India posted 411/9.

He finished the tourna-
ment with 439 runs at a 
competi- tion-best strike 
r a t e of  169.49, a World 
Cup- record 30 sixes, and 
the Player of  the Final 

as well as Player of  the 
Tournament awards in 

his pocket. Before those 
senior assignments, he 

will line up for India A in the 
50-over tri-series in Sri Lanka 

from June 9-21.
He is, by some distance, the 

youngest player selected in 
an Indian men's squad since 
a teenage Sachin Tendulkar 
announced himself  to the 

world in 1989. Back in Patna, 
Ojha doesn't need match footage 
or highlight reels to remember 
how the Sooryavanshi journey 
began - the memories in his 
mind are sharper than any-
thing.

DYSS Engages Thousands Across J&K 
Through Sports and Anti-Drug Campaigns

AZHAR HAJINI

SRINAGAR: The Direc-
torate of  Youth Services 
and Sports (DYSS)  Friday 
organized a series of  sports 
competitions, fitness activ-
ities, and anti-drug aware-
ness programmes across 
the Union Territory, draw-
ing participation from 
thousands of  students and 
young athletes.

The initiatives, held 
under the guidance of  Com-
missioner Secretary, Youth 
Services and Sports Depart-
ment, Dr. Shahid Iqbal 
Choudhary, and Director 
General Anuradha Gupta, 
were aimed at promoting 
physical fitness, nurturing 
sporting talent, and encour-
aging youth to stay away 
from substance abuse.

Competitive sporting 
events witnessed enthusi-
astic participation across 
several districts. In Doda, 
the Inter-Zonal District 
Level Tournament entered 
its third day with Zone 
Bhaderwah defeating 
Zone Assar in the Under-
17 Kabaddi final. Cycling 
competitions involving 
participants from ten zones 
also showcased the endur-
ance and determination of  
young athletes.

In Jammu district, the 
Inter-Zonal Under-14 Crick-
et Tournament concluded 
with Jammu Zone emerg-

ing victorious after defeat-
ing Bhalwal Zone by 25 runs 
in an exciting final. Bud-
ding cricketers displayed 
remarkable skill, team-
work, and sportsmanship 
throughout the tournament.

Meanwhile, the Inter-
Zonal District Level Ath-
letics Meet began at the 
Sports Stadium Budgam, 
where hundreds of  ath-
letes from all twelve zones 
competed in various track 
and field events. The meet 
provides a platform for tal-
ented youngsters to earn 
selection for higher-level 
competitions.

Alongside sporting 
activities, DYSS intensified 
its anti-drug awareness 
campaign under the Nasha 
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan. In 
Poonch, around 230 players 
participated in fitness exer-
cises, while more than 2,200 
students and sports enthu-
siasts attended awareness 
programmes and environ-
mental pledge ceremonies, 
reaffirming their commit-

ment to a healthy and drug-
free lifestyle.

In Ramban, students 
took part in stretching and 
physical conditioning ses-
sions designed to improve 
posture, flexibility, and 
overall well-being. Simi-
lar fitness and yoga pro-
grammes were organized 
in Shopian at several edu-
cational institutions and 
sports centres, encourag-
ing participants to adopt 
healthy habits and reject 
substance abuse.

Officials said the depart-
ment remains committed 
to providing quality sport-
ing opportunities to young 
people while using sports as 
a powerful tool to promote 
discipline, confidence, and 
social awareness.

Through these initia-
tives, DYSS continues to 
strengthen the culture of  
sports across Jammu and 
Kashmir while advancing 
the larger goal of  building 
a fit, healthy, and drug-free 
society.

HS Tujan girls win Under-17 Kho Kho title at Rajpora
MUKHTAR DAR

PULWAMA:  The girls 
of  HS Tujan claimed the 
Under-17 Girls Kho Kho 
title at the Indoor Stadium 
Rajpora, defeating rivals in 
a competition marked by 
aggressive play and strate-
gic teamwork.

The victory followed 
weeks of  rigorous training 
overseen by headmaster 
Abdul Qayoom Dar and 
physical education teacher 
Yaqoob Ahmad Dar. Dar 
said the win reflects the 
students’ dedication and 

the school’s collective spirit.
School administrators 

praised the team’s perfor-
mance and the support of  
teachers, staff  and the broad-
er school community. They 
hope the achievement encour-
ages more students to take 

up sports, building habits of  
discipline and perseverance.

The winning team has 
set a benchmark for future 
competitions, and the 
school wished the girls con-
tinued success in upcom-
ing challenges.


