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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication In the past 55 days, 1,036 FIRs have been registered, 1,128 drug 

smugglers have been arrested, more than 100 properties of 
smugglers have been attached, nearly 700 driving licenses have 
been cancelled, and recommendations have been made to cancel 
passports of 130 drug smugglers: Lieutenant Governor

Lok Bhavan Jammu & Kashmir
@LokBhavanJandK

“FIFTY-FIVE DAYS AGO, FROM THE SOIL OF JAMMU, I DECLARED THAT ENOUGH IS enough. 
What began as a war against drugs and narco-terrorism has now ignited into a true people’s movement, a movement born of 
courage, sustained by spirit, and driven by the collective will of ordinary citizens. Today, that resolve stands stronger than ever,”

Mehbooba Mufti's 
AIIMS Visit Triggers 
Political Tussle In J&K

TABIYA ASLAM 

SRINAGAR: A visit by PDP 
president and former chief  
minister Mehbooba Mufti 
to the under-construction 
AIIMS Awantipora on Friday 
sparked a political controver-
sy in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Rival parties and govern-
ment functionaries question 
the capacity in which she 
reviewed the project, while 
the PDP defended the visit 
as a legitimate effort to high-
light public concerns.

During her visit to the 
AIIMS site in Awantipora, 
Mehbooba Mufti expressed 
satisfaction over the pace of  
construction and described 
the institution as the realiza-
tion of  a dream envisioned 
by her late father and former 
chief  minister Mufti Moham-
mad Sayeed.

"This was a dream of  
my father," Mehbooba told 
reporters, adding that despite 
delays, work on the project 
was now progressing steadi-
ly. She said she was prepared 
to extend support for the 

project and, if  required, raise 
issues concerning it with the 
Union Health Minister.

The visit, however, drew 
sharp criticism from Health 
Minister Sakina Itoo, who 
questioned the authority 
under which former rulers 
were conducting reviews of  
government projects.

In a post on X, Itoo said 
some political leaders 
appeared to be suffering from 
"political amnesia" and con-
tinued to behave as if  they 
were still in power despite 
having left office years ago.

"The elected government 
today is led by Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah. One 
wonders in what capacity 
former rulers are conducting 
reviews of  the AIIMS Awa-
ntipora project and who is 
signalling them to undertake 
such exercises," she said.

The minister further 
alleged that those now seek-
ing credit for the project were 
among those responsible for 
delays in its execution. She 
maintained that AIIMS Awa-
ntipora was P-06

Historic Movement Against Narco-
Terrorism Has Risen In J&K: LG Sinha
Joins Nasha-Mukt J&K 
Campaign In Ganderbal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: As 1,036 FIRs 
have been registered, 1,128  
drug smugglers arrested and 
more than 100 properties of  
alleged smugglers attached 
during the ongoing anti-drug 
drive, Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Friday high-
lighted the progress made 
under the campaign.

He said a historic move-
ment against narco-terrorism 
had risen in the Union Terri-
tory and that authorities had 
launched a war against those 
seeking to destroy the future 
of  the youth.

“Having now visited every 
district in Kashmir Valley & 
stood with each march, I can 
say that a historic movement 
against narco-terrorism has 
risen,” the Lieutenant Gover-
nor said while joining ‘Nasha-
Mukt Jammu Kashmir Cam-
paign’ in Ganderbal. He also 
joined people from all walks of  
life in Padyatra and addressed 
a powerful crowd.

He said in the past 55 days, 

1,036 FIRs have been regis-
tered, 1,128 drug smugglers 
have been arrested, more than 
100 properties of  smugglers 
have been attached, nearly 
700 driving licenses have been 
cancelled, and recommenda-
tions have been made to cancel 
passports of  130 drug smug-
glers.

“Fifty-five days ago, from 
the soil of  Jammu, I declared 
that enough is enough. What 
began as a war against drugs 
and narco-terrorism has now 

ignited into a true people’s 
movement, a movement born 
of  courage, sustained by spirit, 
and driven by the collective 
will of  ordinary citizens. 
Today, that resolve stands 
stronger than ever,” the Lieu-
tenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
assured proper rehabilitation 
of  those who have fallen into 
drug addiction.

“With compassion and dig-
nity, we will help them return 
to the mainstream P-06

LG Inaugurates Yatri 
Bhawan At Mata Kheer 
Bhawani Temple

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Lieuten-
ant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
Friday inaugurated Yatri 
Bhawan at Mata Kheer Bha-
wani Temple, Tulmulla, Gan-
derbal. After dedicating the 
facilities to the public, the 
Lieutenant Governor said 
that the new Yatri Bhawan 
will substantially improve 
the pilgrimage experience at 
Mata Kheer Bhawani Temple 
by providing safe, hygienic 
and comfortable accommo-
dation facilities.

Mata Kheer Bhawani 
Temple at Tulmulla is one 
of  the most revered shrines 
in Jammu Kashmir. Located 
approximately 25 km from Sri-
nagar and 5 km from Gander-
bal town, the shrine attracts 
a large number of  devotees 
throughout the year, particu-
larly during the annual Mela 
Kheer Bhawani and Jyeshtha 
Ashtami, when thousands of  
pilgrims, including members 
of  the Kashmiri P-06

Srinagar Man’s 
Body Recovered 
From Lidder River 
After 6 Days

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

ANANTNAG: The body 
of  a Srinagar man, who 
was swept away while 

attempting to 
rescue his son 

in the Lidder 
River near 
P a h a l g a m , 
was retrieved 
f r o m  t h e 

A i s h m u q a m 
area on Friday, six 

days after the incident.
An official said that 

the body of  Muhammad 
Ashraf  Mir (42), a resident 
of  Jawahar Nagar, Sri-
nagar, was recovered from 
the Amad, Aishmuqam 
area following an exten-
sive search operation.

He said, Mir had gone 
missing on Sunday after 
entering the Lidder River 
near Langanbal, around 
eight kilometres down-
stream of  Pahalgam, in an 
attempt to save his teen-
age son, Fahad, during a 
family outing.

The official said the boy 
survived the incident.

He said a massive 
search operation involving 
personnel from the SDRF, 
NDRF, Police, Army, 
Civil Defence volunteers 
and local residents was 
launched immediately 
after the incident.

“Search teams con-
tinued combing various 
stretches of  the river 
downstream from the spot 
where Mir was P-06

     'Illegal Occupation'

India Lodges Strong Protest With 
Pakistan Over 'General Elections' In PoK

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: India on 
Friday said it lodged a 
strong protest with Paki-
stan over Islamabad’s plans 
to hold general elections to 
the so called Gilgit-Baltistan 
assembly, maintaining that 
the region is Indian territory 
that has been “illegally and 
forcibly” occupied.

New Delhi asserted that 
such endeavours by Pakistan 
cannot “mask” the underly-
ing issues of  “grave” human 
rights violations, political 
repression, economic exploi-
tation and denial of  freedom 
in the territories illegally 
occupied by Pakistan.

“The government of  India 
lodged a strong protest with 
Pakistan regarding the lat-
ter’s plans to hold ‘general 
Elections’ to the so-called 
‘Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly’, 
in the Indian territories 
illegally and forcibly occu-
pied by Pakistan, scheduled 
for June 7,” the Ministry of  

External Affairs (MEA) said.
It said India reiterated 

its well-known position that 
the entire Union territories 
of  Jammu and Kashmir 
and Ladakh, including the 
so-called ‘Gilgit-Baltistan’ 
are integral and inalienable 
parts of  India as a result of  
“complete, legal and irrevo-
cable accession” of  Jammu 
and Kashmir to India in 1947.

“The government of India 
further emphasised that such 
endeavours by Pakistan cannot 
mask the underlying issues of  
grave human rights P-06

Mehbooba Goes Mum On ‘J&K Unity’ 

As Omar Pushes Collective Push
SUHAIL MIR

SRINAGAR: A fresh debate over 
political unity in Jammu and 
Kashmir emerged on Thursday 
after PDP president Mehbooba 
Mufti declined to give a direct 
answer on the proposed “joint 
effort” to seek restoration of  
Jammu and Kashmir’s consti-
tutional rights, as Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah called for 
political parties to set aside dif-
ferences and launch a collective 
movement on issues concerning 
the Union Territory.

The development comes days 
after Mehbooba wrote to political 
leaders across party lines, urging 
a joint outreach to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah to 
seek dialogue and address issues 
affecting Jammu and Kashmir. 
In her appeal, she cited the exam-
ple of  Ladakh, where diverse 
political groups worked together 

to engage with the Centre.
Mufti had urged political 

parties to rise above partisan 
interests and build a common 
platform to represent the aspira-
tions and concerns of  the people 
of  Jammu and Kashmir. She also 
called upon Omar Abdullah, as 
the elected head of  the govern-
ment, to facilitate such an initia-
tive.

However, when Mufti was 
asked about the joint effort 
during a visit to AIIMS Awan-
tipora and the possibility of  a 
formal opposition platform, she 
did not offer a clear response.

Meanwhile, Omar Abdullah 
has proposed a broader politi-
cal mobilisation, suggesting 
that parties should temporarily 
suspend political rivalries and 
unite around issues of  common 
concern.

The Chief  Minister’s remarks 
have added momentum to discus-
sions on whether mainstream 
parties can work together despite 
their ideological and electoral 
differences.

The debate over political coor-
dination comes at a time when 
several parties in Jammu and 
Kashmir are pressing for issues 
such as restoration of  statehood, 
constitutional safeguards and 
greater political engagement 
with New Delhi. 

CS Calls For Ambitious Implementation 
Of Agri Credit Schemes Across J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Friday 
chaired a review meeting of  
the Agriculture Production 
Department (APD) to assess 
the implementation and 
progress of  various agricul-
tural credit schemes being 
extended across the districts 
of  Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended 
by Additional Chief  Secre-
tary, APD, Dr. Ashish Chan-
dra Verma; Managing Direc-
tor, HADP; Directors of  Agri-
culture, Animal Husbandry, 
Horticulture and Fisheries 
from both Jammu and Kash-
mir divisions, while Deputy 
Commissioners participated 
through video conferencing.

Reviewing the perfor-
mance of  different credit-
linked schemes, the Chief  
Secretary emphasized the 
need for giving a major push 
to agricultural financing, 
observing that accessible and 
affordable credit remains 
the most effective means of  

unlocking the vast potential 
of  the agriculture and allied 
sectors in Jammu and Kash-
mir.

He called upon the district 
administrations and banking 
institutions to pursue these 
schemes with greater ambi-
tion and commitment so that 
eligible farmers, entrepre-
neurs and producer groups 
are able to derive maximum 
benefit from them.

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of  the Kisan Credit 
Card (KCC) scheme, Dulloo 
stressed the need P-06

'Climate Change, Unsustainable Activities 
Threatening Kashmir's Fragile Ecosystem'
‘Glacier Retreat, Water Insecurity Interconnected; Environmental Protection Now A Responsibility’

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: On the occa-
sion of  World Environment 
Day, prominent environmen-
tal experts and academicians 
from Jammu and Kashmir 
stressed the urgent need to 
safeguard the region’s frag-
ile ecosystems, warning that 
climate change and unsus-
tainable human activities are 
posing serious threats to the 
Himalayan environment and 
the livelihoods dependent 
upon it.

Professor Shakeel Ahmad 
Romshoo, distinguished 
Earth scientist, glaciologist 
and Vice-Chancellor of  the 
Islamic University of  Sci-
ence and Technology (IUST),  
said World Environment Day 

serves as a reminder of  the 
profound environmental chal-
lenges confronting the Indian 
Himalayan region, including 
Jammu and Kashmir.

He said the region is facing 
multiple interconnected chal-

lenges such as climate change, 
glacier retreat, water inse-
curity, biodiversity loss and 
ecosystem degradation, all of  
which threaten environmen-
tal stability and sustainable 
development.

“World Environment Day 
reminds us of  the profound 
environmental challenges 
confronting the Indian Hima-
laya, including Jammu and 
Kashmir. These challenges 
are deeply interconnected 
and require solutions that are 
rooted in science and guided 
by sustainability,” he said.

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of  this year’s World 
Environment Day themes, 
including Nature-based Solu-
tions, climate resilience and 
the circular economy,  Prof  
Romshoo said these approach-
es provide a practical frame-
work for protecting the envi-
ronment while simultane-
ously supporting economic 
growth and social well-being.

He said that P-06

LG, CM Call For Collective 
Action On Environmental 
Protection

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha on Friday 
called for collective efforts to 
protect the environment, saying 
it is vital for a healthier planet 
for future generations.

"On World Environment Day, 
let's rededicate ourselves to the 
conservation of  Mother Earth 
and preservation of  nature's 
delicate balance. Our collective 
efforts towards environmental 
protection are vital for the well-
being of  humanity and a healthi-
er planet for future generations," 
Sinha said in his message on the 
World Environment Day.

Chief  Minister Omar Abdul-
lah in his message said his 
government is committed to 
environmental conservation, 
and called upon every citizen 
to join the collective mission.

"On World Environment Day, 
the chief  minister reaffirmed 
the government's commitment 
to environmental conservation 
and sustainable development," 
the chief  minister's office said 
in a post on X.

If Everyone Is Sincere, Let Us 
Suspend Parties To Launch 
Collective Movement: CM Omar

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah on Friday 
proposed suspending party 
identities and launching a 
collective democratic move-
ment for restoration of  
rights of  the rights of  people 
of  Jammu & Kashmir.

Speaking at The Hindu 
Huddle, CM Omar said, “If  
everyone is sincere, let us 
suspend political parties 
and stand together on one 
movement platform. We 
should fight democratically 
and peacefully until the con-
stitutional rights and protec-
tions taken away in 2019 are 
restored.”

The CM said he would 
be willing to make personal 
political sacrifices if  such a 
united movement emerged.

“I will be the first one to 
resign. Let representatives 
come from a common move-
ment platform,” he said.

He stressed that any 
effort to regain rights must 
be consistent and not limited 
to symbolic gestures.

“People will call it a 
drama if  there is no sincer-
ity and continuity. It cannot 
be a one-off  exercise. Con-
tinuous efforts are needed to 
build public trust,” he said.

The CM said there were 
efforts in different parts of  
the country to radicalise 
youngsters on religious lines 
and warned that such trends 
could have P-06
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HEALTH &  MEDICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

              GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE, ANANTNAG
COLLEGE CAMPUS, DIALGAM ANANTNAG J&K-192210 

Subject:  Cancellation of selection of candidate for the post of Clinical Staff for Casuality Bed on academic arrangement basis under 
S.O.- 364, dated: 27.11.2020 and operation of waiting list thereof.

ORDER NO.:  416 GMCA of 2026
DATED: 05/06/2026

Whereas, pursuant to this office Notification vide endorsement No. GMCA/Estt./Rec./2026/4755-59, dated: 20.05.2026, the below 
mentioned candidate was selected against the post of Clinical Staff for Casuality Bed on Academic Arrangement basis under S.0-364 
dated: 27.11.2020, vide Advertisement Notice No. 05 GMCA of 2026, dated: 09-03-2026.

S. No. Name of the Candidate Parentage Address Post Name Category
1. Jamsheeda Gul Gulam  Mohamad Dar Narbal Budgam Clinical Staff for Casuality Bed OM

Whereas, the aforesaid candidate failed to report in GMC Anantnag within stipulated time (05 days), notified vide notification No. 
GMCA/Estt./Rec./2026/4755-59, dated: 20.05.2026.
In view of above, the selection of afore-mentioned candidate is cancelled ab-initio and following candidate falling in the wait list issued 
vide Notification No. GMCA/Estt./Rec./2026/4755-59, dated: 20.05.2026 is hereby selected for the post of Clinical Staff for Casuality 
Bed on academic arrangement basis under S.O 364, dated: 27.11.2020.

S. No. Name of the Candidate Parentage Address Post Name Category

1. Muhammad Aarif Bhat Gh Muhammad Bhat Herpora Paniwah Kulgam Clinical Staff for Casuality Bed OM

The selected candidate is directed to report to the office of Principal, GMC Anantnag at Main Campus Dialgam within 05 days from the 
issuance of this order for document submission/ scrutinization and for processing the verification of his Character and Antecedents 
(CID) through online mode falling which his selection shall be deemed to have cancelled.
No. GMCA/Estt/Rec./2026/5073-78  Principal/Dean
Dated: 05/06/2026  Govt Medical College, Anantnag

DIPK-1859-26
DT: 05/06/2026

CPCO J&K, Ladakh 
visits Budgam
Chairs Review Meeting on ongoing Census Operations in district

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Chief  Principal 
Census Officer (CPCO) and 
Director Census Opera-
tions (DCO), Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh, Amit 
Sharma, along with Deputy 
Commissioner Budgam 
(Principal Census Officer 
Budgam), Athar Aamir 
Khan, chaired a review 
meeting at the Conference 
Hall of  the DC Office Com-
plex, Budgam, to assess the 
preparedness and prog-
ress of  the ongoing House 
Listing Operations (HLO) 
being conducted from June 
1 to June 30, 2026, as part of  
the Census exercise.

At the outset, the Dis-
trict Census Officer and 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Budgam, Meh-
raj-Ud-Din Shah, briefed 
the chair on the district’s 
geographical profile, pre-
paredness for Census 2027, 
and the arrangements put 
in place for the smooth con-
duct of  the ongoing House 
Listing Operations. He also 
highlighted the training 
programmes being con-
ducted for census person-
nel across the district and 
apprised the chair of  the 
district administration’s 
readiness for the Census 
exercise.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner informed the meet-
ing that all necessary 
administrative and logis-
tical arrangements have 
been made to ensure the 
smooth conduct of  Census-
related activities across the 

district.
He emphasized the 

importance of  coordinat-
ed efforts among all stake-
holders and reiterated the 
district administration’s 
commitment to ensuring 
comprehensive coverage 
and high-quality data col-
lection during the enu-
meration process. He also 
directed all field-level offi-
cers to extend full support 
to census personnel and 
ensure strict adherence to 
the prescribed guidelines.

During the meeting, 
detailed discussions were 
held on ensuring com-
prehensive coverage of  
all households, including 
migratory populations, and 
strengthening field-level 
census operations across 
the district.

Addressing the officers, 
Amit Sharma appreciated 
the dedicated efforts of  
the field staff  and encour-
aged enumerators and 
supervisors to discharge 
their responsibilities with 
utmost commitment and 
professionalism.

He emphasized the 
importance of  effec-
tive coordination among 
census functionaries, qual-
ity and timely data collec-
tion, and strict adherence 
to census guidelines to 
ensure accuracy and com-
pleteness of  the enumera-
tion process. He directed 
all concerned officers to 
extend full support to 
census personnel and take 
necessary measures to 
facilitate the smooth con-
duct of  House Listing and 
Housing Census activities 
throughout the district.

Amit Sharma informed 
that for any query or clarifi-
cation related to Census 2027 
in the district, citizens can 
contact the dedicated toll-
free helpline number 1855.

He appealed to the 
public to remain vigilant 
against fraudulent calls, 
messages, or individuals 
claiming to be associated 
with the Census exercise 
and cautioned people 
against sharing personal, 
financial, banking, or 
OTP-related information 

with anyone in the name 
of  Census.

He further clarified 
that the Census process 
is simple and transpar-
ent, and citizens are only 
required to answer the 
prescribed 33 Census 
questions during the enu-
meration process. He urged 
residents to cooperate with 
authorized Census person-
nel and provide accurate 
information to ensure the 
success of  this important 
national exercise.

The meeting also reviewed 
field-level preparedness and 
discussed various opera-
tional aspects related to the 
Census exercise.

Amit Sharma reiter-
ated that the Census is a 
crucial national exercise 
that serves as the founda-
tion for evidence-based 
planning and development 
initiatives.

Joint Chief  Principal 
Census Officer, Arun 
Kumar, also briefed the 
participants on the moni-
toring framework for field 
operations and stressed the 
importance of  real-time 
tracking and supervision 
of  data collection activities.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (District 
Census Officer), Assistant 
Commissioner Revenue 
(ACR), all SDMs, Charge 
Officers, Assistant Chief  
Principal Census Officer, 
District Coordinator for 
Census 2027 Budgam, and 
other concerned officers 
and officials.

House Committee on Environment convenes 
meeting on World Environment Day
Environmental protection collective moral obligation, not just administrative duty: Tarigami

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Commemo-
rating the World Environ-
ment Day, the House Com-
mittee on Environment of  
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly 
Friday held its introducto-
ry meeting under the chair-
manship of  MLA Moham-
mad Yousuf  Tarigami at 
the Legislative Assembly 
Complex, Srinagar.

The meeting was attend-
ed by members including 
Professor Gharu Ram, 
Baldev Raj Sharma, Daleep 
Singh, Showkat Hussain 
Ganai, Javaid Ahmad 
Mirchal, Dr. Sajjad Shafi, 
Javaid Reyaz ( Bedar), Dr. 
Rameshwar Singh and 
Devyani Rana.

Tarigami expressed 
gratitude to all the mem-
bers for becoming part of  a 
committee entrusted with 
a matter of  universal con-
cern affecting the human 
beings, wildlife, flora and 
fauna and so the future 
generations. He stated that 
environmental protection 
is not merely an adminis-
trative responsibility but 
a collective moral obliga-
tion towards society and 
nature.

The Chairman high-
lighted several pressing 
environmental concerns 
confronting Jammu 
and Kashmir, including 
increasing pollution in 
water bodies, unscientific 
waste dumping, defores-
tation, excessive use of  
plastic, degradation of  
wetlands and shrinking 
green cover. He expressed 
serious concern over the 
deteriorating condition of  
Anchar Lake and other 
water bodies of  Kashmir, 
stating that continued pol-
lution, encroachments and 
negligence pose a grave 

threat to the ecological bal-
ance of  the region.

Mohammad Yousuf  
Tarigami also stressed the 
urgent need for restora-
tion and conservation of  
lakes, rivers and forests in 
both Jammu and Kashmir 
divisions. He observed that 
unchecked urbanization, 
environmental degrada-
tion and climate change 
are adversely affecting the 
biodiversity, public health 
and the fragile ecology of  
the Union Territory.

All the members of  
the Committee gave their 
valuable suggestions and 

unanimously resolved 
that the Committee holds 
immense significance in 
safeguarding the environ-
mental future of  Jammu 
and Kashmir. The mem-
bers emphasized that the 
administration should 
extend full cooperation 
and necessary institu-
tional support for effective 
implementation of  the rec-
ommendations of  the Com-
mittee.

The Committee further 
proposed to undertake 
extensive visits across 
every nook and corner of  
Jammu and Kashmir to 
interact with the general 
public, assess environmen-
tal concerns at the grass-
root level and create mass 
awareness regarding the 
urgent need for protection 
and preservation of  the 
environment for present 
and future generations.

The members also called 
for strengthening the waste 
management systems, pre-
venting illegal dumping 
of  waste, protecting water 
bodies and wetlands, pro-
moting afforestation drives 
and discouraging indis-
criminate use of  plastic 
through strict enforcement 
and public participation.

"Trash to Treasure" Exhibition 
organized at GCOE Sgr on World 
Environment Day

Shopian Admin organises 
multifaceted awareness 
activities under ‘NMJKA’

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Government 
College of  Education, Insti-
tute of  Advanced Studies 
in Education (GCOE-
IASE), M.A. Road, Sri-
nagar, organized a “Trash 
to Treasure” Exhibition 
on the occasion of  World 
Environment Day 2026.

The event was jointly 
organized by the Depart-
ment of  Environmental 
Sciences (EVS) and the NSS 
Units of  the college at the 
Front Park.

The exhibition featured 
innovative and creative 
items prepared by B.Ed. 
1st Semester and UG 4th 
Semester students using 
waste and discarded materi-
als. Through their exhibits, 
the students highlighted the 
importance of  waste reduc-
tion, reuse, recycling, and 
sustainable living practices.

Prof. (Dr.) Seema Naz, 
Principal GCOE-IASE Sri-
nagar, visited the exhibi-
tion stalls and interacted 
with the participating stu-
dents. She highly appreci-
ated their creativity, inno-
vation, and commitment 
to environmental conser-
vation. Emphasizing the 

importance of  sustainable 
living, she encouraged stu-
dents to adopt eco-friendly 
practices in their daily lives 
and to become responsible 
ambassadors of  environ-
mental protection within 
their communities. She 
also commended the efforts 
of  the Department of  Envi-
ronmental Studies and NSS 
Units for organizing the 
exhibition and providing 
students with a meaningful 
platform to showcase their 
talents while promoting 
environmental awareness.

The event aimed to pro-
mote environmental aware-
ness and encourage eco-
friendly practices among 
the college community. It 
also served as a platform 
for students to demonstrate 
how waste materials can be 
transformed into useful and 
artistic products, reinforc-
ing the message of  respon-
sible resource management 
and sustainability.

The exhibition received 
an enthusiastic response 
from students and faculty 
members and successfully 
conveyed the significance of  
environmental stewardship, 
responsible waste manage-
ment, and sustainable living.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: In a major 
push to foster responsi-
bility among the youth, a 
series of  comprehensive, 
high-impact activities were 
organized across multiple 
educational campuses and 
public areas in District 
Shopian under the ongoing 
100 Day Nasha Mukt J&K 
Abhiyan (NMJKA).

The extensive campaign 
witnessed overwhelming, 
enthusiastic participation 
from students, faculty and 
the public across major 
focal points including GDC 
Shopian, GDC Zainapora 
and Government Polytech-
nic College Shopian.

At GDC Shopian, a 
vibrant multi-activity 
programme was held suc-
cessfully aligning the fight 
against drug addiction 
with ecological responsi-
bility. Organized under the 
supervision of  the college 
Principal, Prof. Tariq Hus-
sain Mir, the institution 
conducted multiple events 
simultaneously.

Pledge Programme was 
organized where students 
and staff  solemnly swore 
to keep their campus and 
society drug-free and 
essay writing competi-
tion giving a platform to 
creative and analytical 
student perspectives on 
tackling addiction.

Simultaneously, GDC 
Zainapora and Govern-
ment Polytechnic College 

Shopian served as another 
place for youth mobiliza-
tion. Faculty members at 
these higher education 
institutions sensitized 
hundreds of  young stu-
dents on the socio-eco-
nomic consequences of  
substance abuse.

Interactive seminars 
focused on recognizing the 
early signs of  addiction, 
promoting mental wellness 
and reinforcing healthy 
peer networks. Students 
proactively pledged to 
act as community ambas-
sadors of  change to keep 
their environments clean 
and healthy.

Taking the anti-drug 
campaign directly to the 
grassroots level, a public 
outreach and mass sen-
sitization drive was held 
at Bongam Shopian. 
Local shopkeepers, youth 
groups and community 
elders actively partici-
pated in localized aware-
ness sessions. Informa-
tional materials detailing 
helpline numbers, reha-
bilitation options and 
counseling systems were 
distributed to ensure a 
robust community-driv-
en defense framework 
against drug peddling and 
abuse.

Other departments 
including School educa-
tion, Ayush, Sports,Poshan 
Projects, etc also organised 
multifaceted awareness 
activities across the dis-
trict.

Transport Commissioner 

reviews road safety 

measures on NH

Stresses safe Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra–
2026, Technology-driven enforcement

SWD Sgr organized Facilitation 
Camp on Financial Literacy 
under BBBP

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In an effort 
to promote financial 
awareness and empower 
beneficiaries with essen-
tial financial knowledge, 
Social Welfare Department 
(SWD)-SANKALP Hub for 
Empowerment of  Women 
Srinagar organized a 
one-day Financial Liter-
acy Facilitation Camp at 
Kawdara Srinagar under 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 
(BBBP) initiative.

The camp witnessed 
active participation from 
beneficiaries of  various 
social welfare schemes, 
women, senior citizens, 
persons with disabilities, 
and members of  the gener-
al public. The programme 
aimed to educate partici-
pants about prudent finan-
cial management, savings, 
banking services, digital 
payment systems, govern-
ment-sponsored financial 
inclusion initiatives, and 
protection against finan-
cial frauds.

During the camp, the 
staff  of  SANKALP-HEW 
Srinagar delivered infor-
mative sessions on finan-
cial planning, responsible 
borrowing, digital bank-
ing, cyber security, and 

the benefits of  various 
government welfare and 
insurance schemes. Partic-
ipants were also provided 
guidance on opening bank 
accounts, accessing social 
security benefits, and uti-
lizing digital financial ser-
vices safely and effectively.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the staff  of  SANK-
ALP-HEW Srinagar 
emphasized the impor-
tance of  financial literacy 
in enhancing economic 
self-reliance and informed 
decision-making, high-
lighting that financial 
awareness plays a crucial 
role in ensuring that ben-
eficiaries are able to effec-
tively utilize welfare ben-
efits and participate in the 
formal financial system.

The participants appre-
ciated the initiative and 
clarified their queries 
related to banking, sav-
ings, investments, and gov-
ernment welfare schemes.

The District Social Wel-
fare Office Srinagar reit-
erated its commitment to 
conducting such aware-
ness programmes in the 
future to promote financial 
inclusion and strengthen 
the socio-economic well-
being of  vulnerable sec-
tions of  the society.
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BANIHAL: Transport 
Commissioner J&K 
Vishesh Paul Mahajan 
Friday chaired a high-
level review meeting here 
at the NHAI Meeting Hall 
to review and strengthen 
road safety measures on 
the National Highway in 
view of  the forthcoming 
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
(SANJY)–2026.

Officers from the Trans-
port Department, Civil 
Administration, Police, 
Traffic Police, National 
Highways Authority of  
India (NHAI) and the 
Enforcement Wing attend-
ed the meeting.

The meeting focused 
on ensuring safer and 
smoother traffic opera-
tions, seamless move-
ment of  pilgrims during 
the Yatra, coordinated 
enforcement measures, 
strict action against over-
speeding and overloading, 
deployment of  modern 
enforcement technologies, 
and strengthening emer-
gency response mecha-
nisms along the highway.

Emphasiz ing  the 
need for proactive road 
safety management, the 
Transport Commissioner 
stressed on regular road 
safety audit, timely iden-
tification and rectification 
of  accident-prone locations 
and adoption of  best prac-
tices aimed at minimizing 
road accidents and enhanc-
ing commuter safety.

The Transport Com-
missioner advised NHAI 
authorities to share CCTV 
footage and other relevant 
technical data available at 
highway monitoring and 
check-post locations with 
the Motor Vehicles Depart-
ment (MVD). He said the 
integration of  technology 
and real-time surveillance 
would facilitate effective 
enforcement against over-
loading of  goods vehicles, 
overspeeding and other 
traffic violations, thereby 
contributing to safer high-
ways and smoother traffic 
flow during the Shri Ama-
rnath Ji Yatra–2026.

 Earlier, the Transport 
Commissioner interacted 
with Deputy Commission-
er Ramban Mohammad 
Alyas Khan; SSP Arun 
Gupta and other officers. 
During the interaction, a 
wide range of  transport-
related issues were dis-
cussed, with special focus 
on traffic regulation, road 
safety, public transport 
services and effective 
management of  vehicular 
movement during the Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra–2026.

The Transport Com-
missioner emphasized 
the importance of  coor-
dinated efforts among 
all concerned agencies 
to ensure a safe, smooth 
and hassle-free pilgrim-
age while maintaining 
uninterrupted movement 
of  essential services and 
regular traffic on the 
National Highway.

DLSA Shopian organizes plantation 
drive on World Environmental Day
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SHOPIAN: On the occasion 
of  World Environment Day, 
the District Legal Services 
Authority (DLSA) Shopian, 
in collaboration with the 
Forest Department Shopian 
Friday organized a planta-
tion drive at the District 
Court Complex, Shopian.

The drive was inau-
gurated by Mehmood 
Ahmad Chowdhury, Prin-
cipal District and Ses-
sions Judge (Chairman 
DLSA) Shopian in pres-
ence of  Qamar Rashid 
Khan, Divisional Forest 
Officer (DFO), Shopian.

Judicial and adminis-
trative officers including 
Riyaz Ahmad Chowdhury, 

Chief  Judicial Magistrate/
Sub-Judge, Shopian, Mohd 
Waseem Mirza, Judicial 
Magistrate 1st Class / Mun-
siff, Rameen Rashid Khan, 
Additional Mobile Magis-
trate, Shopian, Rafie Ahmad 
Ganie, Chief  LADC, Shop-
ian, all Lawyers (PLVs), 
LADCs, LADC staff  and 
DLSA staff  were also pres-
ent, reflecting strong collec-
tive participation.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chairman DLSA Shop-
ian stressed the importance 
of  afforestation and a clean 
environment. He urged 
everyone to take responsi-
bility for protecting nature, 
noting that a healthy envi-
ronment is essential for a 
just and livable society.
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LG Inaugurates District Emergency 
Operations Centre, Amarnath Yatra 
Control Room in G'bal

CM Omar plants sapling at J&K House, 
New Delhi on World Environment Day
Reaffirms commitment to greener, cleaner, climate-resilient J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Friday inaugurated Dis-
trict Emergency Opera-
tions Centre and Shri 
Amarnathji Yatra Control 
Room at the Deputy Com-
missioner's Office, Gander-
bal. The Lieutenant Gover-
nor said that these facili-
ties will ensure a smooth 
and seamless pilgrimage 
experience for the upcom-
ing Shri Amarnathji Yatra.

Jatin Kishore, Deputy 
Commissioner Ganderbal 
briefed the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor on the key features 
of  the new facility.

The centre pools CCTV 
feeds from across Ganderbal 
district installed by District 
Administration, Police and 
other Security forces, for 

real-time monitoring at a 
single centralized location.

The facility is backed by 
a round-the-clock emer-
gency citizen helpline to 
provide immediate assis-
tance and crisis mitigation.

In order to ensure a safe 
and seamless pilgrimage, 
the Emergency Operations 
Centre also integrates CCTV 
Feeds from Baltal Base 
Camp, approach roads lead-
ing upto Baltal Base Camp, 

Parking Areas in Baltal 
Base Camp, Sonamarg and 
Manigam Transit Camp.

It will be instrumental 
in planning and decision-
making during the annual 
Shri Amarnathji Yatra.
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NEW DELHI: On the occa-
sion of  World Environment 
Day, Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah planted a sap-
ling at Jammu & Kashmir 
House, New Delhi, marking 
the Government’s contin-
ued commitment to envi-
ronmental sustainability 
and green development.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief  Minister 
said that every tree planted 
today is an investment in 
cleaner air, healthier com-
munities, and a more resil-
ient tomorrow. He empha-
sized that such efforts, 
though symbolic, carry 
long-term significance in 
addressing the challenges 
of  climate change and envi-
ronmental degradation.

Reaffirming the Gov-
ernment’s commitment on 
World Environment Day, 

the Chief  Minister high-
lighted the importance of  
environmental conserva-
tion and sustainable devel-
opment as key priorities of  

governance.
He called upon all citi-

zens to actively participate 
in the collective mission 
of  preserving natural 

heritage and building a 
greener, cleaner, healthier, 
and more climate-resilient 
Jammu and Kashmir for 
future generations.

Dr. Jitendra convenes public outreach camp 
in Malhori; reviews development works

CS reviews preparations for 

NEET (UG) re-examination
Directs foolproof arrangements across J&K
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DODA: Union Minister 
of  State (Independent 
Charge) for Science & 
Technology, Earth Scienc-
es and Minister for State 
in the Prime Minister’s 
Office, Dr. Jitendra Singh, 
Friday convened a public 
outreach camp at Malhori, 
Kalotha in Doda district.

The Union MoS held an 
extensive interaction with 
the public representatives, 
district officers and local 
residents to review the 
developmental issues and 
address the public griev-
ances.

The camp was attended 
by MLA Doda west Shakti 
Raj Parihar, Deputy Com-
missioner  Doda, Krishan 
Lal, concerned officials, 
Ex-PRI members and 
others.

A large gathering of  
people from Malhori, Kalo-
tha and adjoining areas 
participated in the camp, 
making it a significant public 
outreach programme aimed 
at strengthening the citizen-
government engagement.

During the event, several 
deputations representing 
different villages, , youth 
groups, women’s organi-
zations, farmers, traders 
and social activists met the 
Union Minister and pro-
jected their demands and 
grievances.

The deputations high-
lighted issues pertaining 
to upgradation of  roads, 
augmentation of  drinking 
water schemes, improve-
ment of  healthcare and edu-
cational facilities, strength-
ening of  power infrastruc-
ture, expansion of  mobile 
and internet connectivity, 
promotion of tourism poten-
tial, employment generation 
and timely implementation 

of  welfare schemes. The 
deputations sought immedi-
ate intervention for resolu-
tion of  long-pending public 
issues and requested inclu-
sion of  additional develop-
mental projects to improve 
the quality of  life in the 
region.

The Union Minister 
assured the deputations 
that their genuine demands 
would be examined and 
addressed in a phased 
and time-bound manner 
through the concerned 
departments.

During the programme, 
the Union Minister reviewed 
the developmental scenario 
of  the area and sought sug-
gestions from the public.

Dr. Jitendra Singh reiter-
ated the government’s com-
mitment towards holistic 
development of  remote and 
rural areas. He emphasized 
that the aspirations of  the 
people must be addressed 
through responsive gover-
nance and effective imple-
mentation of developmental 
programmes.

The Minister directed the 
concerned departments to 
ensure time-bound execu-
tion of  ongoing projects, 
speedy redressal of  public 
grievances and better coor-
dination among the depart-
ments for improving ser-
vice delivery. He stressed 
the need for strengthening 

healthcare and educational 
infrastructure, improving 
road connectivity, ensuring 
uninterrupted power and 
water supply and acceler-
ating the developmental 
works in underserved areas.

He also instructed the 
officers to maintain regular 
public contact, conduct field 
visits, monitor progress of  
projects on a routine basis 
and ensure that benefits of  
the government schemes 
reach every eligible benefi-
ciary without delay.

The Union Minister 
reviewed the status of  
key development projects 
and sought updates from 
the district administra-
tion and departmental 
officers regarding their 
implementation.

Senior officers from vari-
ous departments, includ-
ing Police, Revenue, Rural 
Development, Health, Edu-
cation, Forest, Jal Shakti, 
PWD, Power Develop-
ment, Irrigation, PMGSY, 
NHIDCL and other line 
departments, attended 
the outreach programme 
and provided feedback on 
departmental initiatives and 
ongoing works.

The Union Minister 
assured the people that all 
their genuine issues high-
lighted during the camp 
would be taken up for 
redress on priority.
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SRINAGAR: Chief  Sec-
retary Atal Dulloo Friday 
chaired a high-level meet-
ing to review and finalize 
foolproof  arrangements 
for the smooth, secure and 
transparent conduct of  
the NEET (UG) re-exami-
nation scheduled to be held 
on June 21, 2026, across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Director General, 
National Testing Agency 
(NTA); Principal Secretary, 
Home; ADGP, Law & Order; 
Commissioner Secretary, 
General Administration 
Department; Commis-
sioner Secretary, School 
Education Department; 
Divisional Commissioner, 
Jammu/Kashmir; IGP 
Kashmir; Deputy Commis-
sioner, Srinagar; Director, 
School Education, Jammu/
Kashmir, besides other 
senior officers.

Deputy Commissioners 
and Senior Superinten-
dents of  Police from all dis-
tricts participated through 
video conferencing.

During the meeting, the 
Chief  Secretary under-
scored the need for meticu-
lous planning and seamless 
coordination among all 
stakeholder departments 
to ensure the examination 
is conducted in a fair, trans-
parent and secure manner. 
He directed the concerned 
authorities to prepare a 
comprehensive checklist 
of  all arrangements and 
activities required for the 
successful conduct of  the 
examination.

Emphasising account-
ability at the district 

level, Dulloo instructed 
the Deputy Commission-
ers to personally super-
vise the preparations in 
their respective districts 
in close coordination with 
the Police Department and 
the NTA-designated City 
Coordinators. He stressed 
that examination centres 
should, as far as possible, 
be established in govern-
ment educational institu-
tions and be thoroughly 
inspected well in advance 
of  the examination date.

The Chief  Secretary 
further directed the dis-
trict administrations to 
ensure the availability and 
functionality of  CCTV sur-
veillance systems, mobile 
jammers, uninterrupted 
power supply with backup 
arrangements, drinking 
water facilities and other 
essential amenities at 
every examination centre.

He also reviewed dis-
trict-wise preparedness 
and sought detailed inputs 
from the Divisional Com-
missioners and Deputy 
Commissioners regarding 
the number of  examination 
centres, candidates appear-
ing and the arrangements 
being put in place within 
their jurisdictions.

Earlier, Director Gener-
al, NTA, Abhishek Singh, 
briefed the meeting about 
the comprehensive and 
technology-driven mea-
sures being adopted to 
ensure the conduct of  the 
examination in an excep-
tionally fair, transparent 
and efficient manner.

He stressed the need to 
effectively curb rumour-
mongering on social 
media and other platforms, 
directing the concerned 
authorities to take proac-
tive measures against the 
dissemination of  any mis-
leading or unverified infor-
mation that could adverse-
ly impact the interests and 
morale of  the aspirants

T he DG fur ther 
informed that the inspec-
tion of  all examination 
centres is scheduled to be 
completed by June 14. He 
also highlighted the con-
stitution of  State Level 
Coordination Committees 
(SLCCs) headed by senior 
officers and District Level 
Coordination Commit-
tees under the respective 
District Magistrates for 
effective monitoring and 
coordination.

Singh also revealed that 
question papers would be 
airlifted to the designated 
examination cities and 
answer sheets transported 
after the examination with 
the support of  the Indian 
Air Force to maintain the 
highest standards of  secu-
rity and confidentiality. 
He added that mock drills 
would be conducted on June 
20, a day before the examina-
tion, to assess preparedness 
and ensure smooth conduct 
of  the examination.

Govt. focused on identifying 
offbeat destinations to 
diversify tourism landscape: 
Sakeena Itoo

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Minister for 
Health and Medical Edu-
cation, Social Welfare and 
Education, Sakeena Itoo 
Friday chaired a meeting 
at Civil Secretariat here to 
review the tourism poten-
tial of  the picturesque Pan-
chanpatri area in Kulgam 
district.

During the meeting, 
the Minister took detailed 
assessment of  various 
measures to be taken for 
bringing the Panchanpatri 
area of  Kulgam on tourism 
map of  Jammu and Kash-
mir. She directed the offi-
cers to establish all kind 
basic amenities in this pic-
turesque area so that maxi-
mum visitors are attracted 
towards it.

The Minister directed 
the Tourism department 
to assess the scope for 
strengthening tourism 
infrastructure in the area 
for visitors. “Panchan-
patri possesses immense 
natural beauty and holds 
tremendous potential to 
emerge as a major attrac-
tion for nature lovers, trek-
kers and adventure tour-
ists”, she stated.

Sakeena Itoo highlight-
ed that the Government is 

focused on identifying and 
developing offbeat destina-
tions to diversify the tour-
ism landscape of  Jammu 
and Kashmir and generate 
new livelihood opportuni-
ties for local communities.

“Promotion of  unex-
plored tourist spots not 
only enhances visitor 
experiences but also con-
tributes significantly to 
rural economic growth 
through employment gen-
eration and entrepreneur-
ship”, she stated.

 Reaffirming the Gov-
ernment’s vision for inclu-
sive tourism development, 
Sakeena Itoo said that 
emerging destinations like 
Panchanpatri will play a 
vital role in strengthen-
ing Jammu and Kashmir’s 
position as a premier tour-
ist destination and creat-
ing long-term economic 
benefits for local residents.

During the meeting, 
Joint Director Tourism 
Kashmir briefed the Min-
ister about ongoing and 
proposed tourism initia-
tives in the Panchanpatri.

The meeting, among 
others, was attended by 
Joint Director Tourism 
Kashmir; senior officers 
of  Tourism and other con-
cerned departments.

Agri Min calls for collective 

efforts to protect environment on 

World Environment Day

Govt Reaffirms Citizen-Centric 

Governance as CM’s Advisor 

Meets Public Delegations

CM Omar meets Karnataka CM 
in Bengaluru, congratulates him 
on assuming office

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BENGALURU: Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah Friday 
met Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar on the 
sidelines of  an event in Ben-
galuru and congratulated 
him on assuming office as 
the Chief  Minister of  Kar-
nataka.

The two leaders met 
during The Hindu Huddle, 
where Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah also participated 
in a discussion session.

Congratulating Chief  
Minister Shivakumar 
on his elevation, Omar 
Abdullah wished him a 
successful and impactful 

tenure in service of  the 
people of  Karnataka. He 
expressed confidence that 
Jammu & Kashmir and 
Karnataka would con-
tinue to strengthen coop-
eration and exchange best 
practices in governance, 
public welfare and inclu-
sive development.

“It was a pleasure to 
meet and be able to con-
gratulate my friend D.K. 
Shivakumar in person on 
the sidelines of  The Hindu 
Huddle. I’m sure his term 
in office will be hugely 
beneficial to the people of  
Karnataka,” Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah said 
after the meeting.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In line with 
the government’s commit-
ment to responsive, trans-
parent, and people-first 
governance, a number of  
public delegations Friday 
visited the Chief  Minis-
ter’s Public Services and 
Outreach Office (Raabita) 
to present their concerns.

The delegations met 
with Advisor to Chief  Min-
ister, Nasir Aslam Wani, 
who interacted with the 
representatives to under-
stand and solve their issues 
and grievances.

Among the prominent 
groups that called on the 
Advisor today were the 
Crusher Owners Asso-
ciation, the Jhelum River-
side House Rehabilitation 
Union, the Radio Taxi Driv-
ers Association, delega-

tions of  young students, 
and various employee 
groups, alongside other 
civil society members.

The visiting delega-
tions apprised the Advisor 
of  their respective issues, 
seeking institutional inter-
vention for timely redressal.

The Advisor to Chief  
Minister gave a patient 
hearing to all the delega-
tions, noting down the spe-

cific issues and assuring 
timely resolution of  the 
concerns raised during the 
interactions.

He reassured them that 
the Chief  Minister led 
government is working to 
ensure equitable develop-
ment, smooth delivery of  
public services and effec-
tive resolution of  any 
issues that may arise for 
the common man.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Agriculture Production, 
Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj, Coopera-
tive and Election Depart-
ment, Javid Ahmad Dar, 
Friday extended greetings 
to the people of  Jammu 
and Kashmir on the occa-
sion of  World Environment 
Day.

He emphasized the need 
for collective efforts to pro-
tect and preserve the envi-
ronment for future genera-
tions.

The Minister said that 
World Environment Day 
serves as a reminder of  
our shared responsibil-
ity towards safeguarding 
the natural resources and 
maintaining ecological bal-
ance. He stressed that envi-
ronmental conservation is 

not only essential for sus-
tainable development but 
is also crucial for ensuring 
food security, agricultural 
productivity and the well-
being of  communities.

Javid Ahmad Dar high-
lighted the importance of  
adopting environmen-
tally sustainable agricul-
tural practices, promoting 
afforestation, conserv-
ing water resources and 
reducing pollution. He 
urged the farmers, youth, 
educational institutions 
and civil society organi-
zations to actively par-
ticipate in environmental 
protection initiatives and 
contribute towards build-
ing a greener and health-
ier future.

The Minister reaffirmed 
the government's com-
mitment to promote the 
sustainable agriculture, 

climate-resilient farming 
practices and environmen-
tal conservation across 
Jammu and Kashmir. He 
said that various initia-
tives are being undertak-
en to enhance the green 
cover, encourage efficient 
use of  natural resources 
and strengthen awareness 
regarding environmental 
protection.

"Let us pledge to work 
together for preservation 
of  our environment and 
ensure that future gen-
erations inherit a cleaner, 
greener and more sustain-
able world," the Minister 
said.

He called upon all stake-
holders to make environ-
mental consciousness a 
way of  life and contribute 
towards the collective goal 
of  ecological sustainability 
and climate resilience.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

     Make Big Tobacco Pay

Why The Tobacco Industry Must 
Finally Be Held Financially Liable

SHOBHA SHUKLA

"
How can we allow the tobacco industry 
to fill its coffers while we the people 
have to empty our pockets to fend 
for and suffer all the harms tobacco 
industry has caused? It is high time 

to shift the financial burden from people 
and communities to the tobacco industry 
for ALL the harms caused by its business-
es," said Shobha Shukla while opening the 
launch of  the historic Global Week of  Action 
to Make Big Tobacco Pay.

"No matter where we live or what we look 
like, everyone deserves to lead a healthy life. 
But the tobacco industry sells dangerous and 
deadly products at huge profits. Meanwhile, 
we all pay - with our lives, our taxes, and our 
environment," said Daniel Dorado, tobacco 
campaign director at Corporate Accountabil-
ity and organiser of  the Make Big Tobacco 
Pay coalition (and a winner of this year’s pres-
tigious World Health Organization (WHO)'s 
World No Tobacco Day Award).

Many people know that tobacco use kills 
approximately 8 million people each year 
worldwide and is a risk factor for many life-
altering diseases including heart disease, 
stroke, cancer, diabetes, and TB. Every disease 
and untimely death caused by tobacco and 
nicotine products could have been prevented. 
Even one tobacco death is a death too many. 
But few people realise that the tobacco indus-
try also costs society over USD $1.4 trillion 
every year to treat these preventable diseases 
and to clean up the industry’s toxic pollution. 
Cigarette butts, which are made of  plastic, are 
the most littered item in the world; e-cigarette 
waste continues to grow; and both products 
leach toxic chemicals into our water and soil.

Meanwhile, tobacco corporations bring 
in nearly USD $1 trillion in revenue from 
addicting people to products they know are 
dangerous and deadly. That's more than 
Google, Meta, and Apple combined.

"If  we only clean 'downstream', the indus-

try gets profit and communities get all the pol-
lution, clean-up costs, and health harms. This 
is not an accident; it is a business model - one 
that privatises the profits and socialises the 
harm," said Willow Najjar Anderson, Senior 
Staff  Attorney at th Public Health Law Center.

"Tobacco corporations cheat us financial-
ly - whether we use their products or not. 
The industry can only be profitable because 
it has foisted the costs of  its business onto 
the people and our governments," said 
Jaime Arcila, senior researcher at Corpo-
rate Accountability. "Fortunately, we have a 
powerful tool to make Big Tobacco pay for its 
harms: the global tobacco treaty," he added.

183 nations worldwide have ratified the legal-
ly-binding World Health Organization Frame-
work Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO 
FCTC). Signatories are committed to holding 
the tobacco industry legally and financially 
liable for its harms (Article 19) and preventing 
industry interference in health policymaking 
(Article 5.3). Advocates emphasised that Arti-
cle 19 provides many ways to achieve liability 
beyond large-scale litigation, as many countries 
lack judicial systems that are adequate to hold 
transnational corporations liable.

"We have made a lot of  progress on WHO 
FCTC Article 19 on liability at the last two 
global tobacco treaty meetings (COPs) and this 
Global Week of Action is so important in keep-
ing the momentum going before the next one," 
said Kelsey Romeo-Stuppy, Managing Attor-
ney, Action on Smoking and Health (ASH).

"The Brazilian government is trying to 
implement the FCTC Article 19 through a 
lawsuit against the two largest cigarette 

manufacturers in the country and in the 
world and their national partners. This 
action was proposed in 2019 by the Attorney 
General’s Office and it aims to reimburse the 
public health system for the expenses of  the 
treatment of  27 diseases related to smoking. 
It is a very important lawsuit not only for 
us in Brazil, but for the world - as the final 
decision will positively or negatively impact 
other countries," said Mariana Pinho, Tobac-
co Control Coordinator at ACT Promoção 
da Saúde (ACT Health Promotion), Brazil.

"We need to make Big Tobacco pay through 
any and all means necessary – litigation, regu-
lation, sanctions, and anything else we can do 
to build a healthier community where people 
come first," said Akinbode Oluwafemi, Execu-
tive Director of  Corporate Accountability & 
Public Participation Africa (CAPPA).

During the Week of Action, advocates will be 
calling on their governments to advance liability 
measures at both the national and international 
level. The week kicks off with an online launch 
on June 1 followed by in-person and virtual 
actions in Mexico, Brazil, the United States, the 
Philippines, Nigeria, and Ghana. Partner organ-
isations are also circulating a petition to Make 
Big Tobacco Pay, which already has nearly 40,000 
signatures worldwide.

"Finding the tobacco industry at fault 
means very little if  the penalties amount 
to peanuts compared to the scale of  harms 
caused by its businesses. Our goal should 
always be clear: that we want to make the 
tobacco industry pay for the full costs of  
its products, both on health and the envi-
ronment. We shouldn’t stop at exposing the 

industry’s wrongdoing; we must make sure 
there is compensation and remediation," 
said Debby Sy, Global Center for Good Gov-
ernance in Tobacco Control (GGTC)

"There are many ways to hold the tobacco 
industry accountable. We have been in coun-
tries exploring environmental law, which is 
cutting-edge and has a lot of  potential in coun-
tries with judiciaries that are not particularly 
strong to make Big Tobacco pay for its actions" 
said Patricia Sosa, Regional Advocacy Direc-
tor for Latin America and the Caribbean, Cam-
paign for Tobacco-Free Kids.

Corporate Accountability also announced 
the creation of the Yul Dorado Make Big Tobac-
co Pay Award to recognise visionary leader-
ship in advancing health justice and tobacco 
industry accountability. Beginning next year, 
the award will honour outstanding efforts by 
governments, civil society, and advocates who 
are helping advance the global movement to 
make Big Tobacco pay for the harms it causes.

It is time for accountability and make the 
tobacco industry, that is the Big Tobacco pay 
for ALL the harms they have caused to human 
life and our planet. Make Big Tobacco Pay is 
a campaign led by Corporate Accountability, 
in coalition with civil society and NGO groups 
from around the world, including Network 
for Accountability of  Tobacco Transnationals 
(NATT), CNS, Action on Smoking and Health 
(ASH), Global Center for Good Governance in 
Tobacco Control (GGTC), European Network 
for Smoking and Tobacco Prevention (ENSP), 
Coalición América Saludable (CLAS), ACT 
Promoção da Saúde (ACT), Salud Justa MX 
Mexico, Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alli-
ance (SEATCA), Health Justice Philippines, 
African Tobacco Control Alliance (ATCA), 
Vision for Accelerated Sustainable Develop-
ment (VAST) Ghana, Corporate Accountabil-
ity and Public Participation Africa (CAPPA), 
and Global Alliance for Tobacco Control 
(GATC).

Let us hope that Global Week of  Action 
to make Big Tobacco Pay results in urgent 
action by the governments at domestic level 
as well as with stronger progress on Article 
19 of  FCTC.

Author is a feminist, health and develop-
ment justice advocate. She can be mailed at 

ramakantbobby@gmail.com

The Cases For Ecological Humility
DR. RAM SHEPHERD 

DR. SRINIVAS KATHERASALA

F
or decades, anthropo-
genic efforts to reme-
diate degraded ecosys-
tems have proceeded 
from a fundamentally 

mechanistic premise: that nature 
is a broken machine, and human-
ity its most qualified engineer. 
Bulldozers reconfigure arid 
topographies. Monoculture plan-
tations blanket denuded hillsides. 
Canals impose hydraulic order 
upon drought-prone landscapes. 
Governments channel billions 
into grand interventions — desert 
greening schemes, afforestation 
drives, mega dams — all unveiled 
with considerable fanfare. For a 
fleeting interval, these projects 
appear to yield progress.

Then the non-native trees 
perish. The topsoil disperses on 
the wind. The desert inexorably 
reclaims its territory. The uncom-
fortable truth, now corroborated 
by empirical studies across four 
continents, is this: ecosystems do 
not require human engineering. 
They require flora and fauna func-
tioning as autonomous agents. 
When we protect keystone species 
— or reintroduce those we have 
extirpated — nature initiates self-
repair with a speed, economy, 
and efficacy that no technological 
intervention can match. Biodiver-
sity, not human ingenuity, remains 
the most reliable and parsimoni-
ous ecosystem engineer.

The Epistemological Failure 
of Mechanical Fixes

China's protracted campaign 
against desertification illustrates 
this principle with painful clarity. 
In Inner Mongolia, state-directed 
bulldozers carved irrigation net-
works, and millions of  saplings 
were planted in systematic rows. 
For a brief  interval, the desert 
appeared to retreat. But the plan-
tations were monocultures — 
genetically homogenous, densely 
planted, and profoundly vulner-
able. They depleted groundwater 
reserves, attracted specialist pests, 
and collapsed within years. The 
soil, stripped of  native vegeta-
tion, could no longer retain mois-
ture or resist erosion. The desert 
advanced once more.

This pattern recurs across con-

tinents. From the failed greening 
initiatives of  the Sahel to the col-
lapsed exotic plantations of  the 
Brazilian Cerrado, human inter-
ventions have consistently faltered 
because they treat ecosystems 
as assemblages to be fabricated 
rather than living networks of  
interdependent species. Mechani-
cal fixes systematically ignore the 
subtle, slow, and exquisitely com-
plex relationships that actually 
stabilise a landscape.

Przewalski's Horses: A Quiet 
Triumph of Reintroduction

China eventually adopted a 
radically different approach. Over 
four decades, the nation reintro-
duced Przewalski's horses — the 
last extant wild equine species on 
Earth — into desert reserves in 
Xinjiang and Gansu. Once extinct 
in their native habitat, the popu-
lation has now surpassed nine 
hundred, with nearly four hun-
dred roaming freely in Xinjiang's 
Kalamaili Nature Reserve.

Unlike bulldozers, the horses 
delivered diffuse ecological ser-
vices. Their grazing pressure 
selectively suppressed shrub 
encroachment. Their dung fer-
tilised nutrient-poor soils. Their 
hooves bioturbated compacted 
ground, enhancing water infiltra-
tion. Their movement patterns dis-
persed seeds across heterogeneous 
microsites.

Within five years, vegetation 
covers increased, soil stabilised, 
and small vertebrate populations 
returned. What decades of mechani-
cal engineering failed to accomplish, 
a herd of  equids achieved through 
ordinary behavioural routines. The 
lesson is deceptively simple: rein-
troduce a keystone species, then 
exercise restraint.

Yellowstone's Wolves: The 
Trophic Cascade Revisited

The restoration of  Yellowstone 
National Park has attained canoni-
cal status in conservation biol-
ogy, and deservedly so. For most 
of  the twentieth century, wolves 
were absent from the park. In the 
absence of  apex predation, elk 
populations irrupted. They con-
sumed every aspen and willow sap-
ling below browse height. Stream 
banks destabilised. Beavers, 
deprived of  construction mate-
rial, disappeared entirely. With-
out beaver ponds to slow hydrol-
ogy and retain sediment, fish and 

avian populations collapsed. The 
entire ecosystem was unravelling 
through a cascade of  trophic over-
shoot.

Hunting quotas failed to restore 
balance. Culling elk proved unpop-
ular and ecologically insufficient. 
Then, in 1995, wildlife managers 
reintroduced wolves. The effect 
was dramatic and transformative. 
Wolves altered elk behaviour and 
reduced their numbers. Aspen and 
willow regenerated along riparian 
corridors. Beavers returned, con-
structing ponds that attenuated 
flow regimes and created hetero-
geneous aquatic habitat for fish, 
amphibians, and waterfowl. A single 
species—Canis lupus—triggered a 
trophic cascade that three decades 
of  human management could not 
approximate.

Africa's Elephants: Ecosystem 
Engineers Misunderstood

Across African savannas and 
forests, elephants have long suf-
fered from a reputation as destruc-
tive pests. They topple trees and 
damage crops, inviting conflict 
with human communities. Yet 
ecologists now recognise them 
as quintessential ecosystem engi-
neers. When elephants traverse 
dense forest, they create clearings 
that allow grassland regeneration. 
Their dung constitutes a mobile 
fertiliser factory, transporting 
nutrients and dispersing seeds 
across vast distances. The water-
holes they excavate during dry 
seasons become critical refugia 
for countless other species.

A recent study from Camer-

oon provides quantitative rigour 
to this qualitative understand-
ing. Where forest elephants have 
been extirpated, young ebony 
saplings—among the most eco-
logically and economically valu-
able species—declined by nearly 
seventy percent. Without the pro-
tective matrix of  elephant dung, 
seeds were eight times more likely 
to be consumed by rodents before 
germination. No mechanical inter-
vention can replicate this suite of  
services. Controlled burns and 
mechanical clearing are costly, 
labour-intensive, and ecologically 
reductive.

India's Aravalli Hills: Assist-
ed Regeneration Over Imposed 
Planting

India's Aravalli Hills offer a 
parallel lesson. For years, affor-
estation programmes prioritised 
exotic species. Survival rates 
proved abysmal—between ten and 
twenty percent. The non native 
trees required continuous water-
ing and maintenance. Most died 
despite these inputs.

Conversely, in plots where 
authorities simply excluded dis-
turbances and allowed native 
shrubs and grasses to regenerate 
spontaneously, remarkable trans-
formations occurred. Groundwater 
levels improved. Soil organic matter 
increased. Indigenous tree species 
returned without a single seed-
ling being planted. In 2023, India 
launched the Aravalli Green Wall 
Project. Notably, the new paradigm 
emphasises assisted natural regen-
eration over aggressive planting—

removing invasive species, reviving 
traditional water bodies, and then 
exercising restraint.

Four Principles of Ecological 
Superiority

Why does nature-led restora-
tion consistently outperform engi-
neered alternatives? Four princi-
ples explain the pattern. The first 
is adaptation wherein native spe-
cies are exquisitely tuned to local 
climates, edaphic conditions, and 
biotic interactions. They require 
no exogenous inputs. Second is 
free labour.  Animals fertilise, 
bioturbate, disperse seeds, and 
regulate populations continuously, 
without salaries or supply chains. 
The Third, complexity tolerance, 
through which, the predator prey 
dynamics, mutualistic networks, 
and competitive hierarchies 
are too intricate for any human 
blueprint. Nature manages this 
complexity spontaneously.  The 
Fourth is resilience. Natural sys-
tems absorb perturbations and 
reorganise. Engineered systems 
tend to collapse catastrophically 
when parameters exceed design 
specifications.

Conclusion
The billions expended on 

mechanical fixes have not arrest-
ed desertification or biodiversity 
loss. Meanwhile, a herd of  equids 
in Central Asia, a pack of  canids in 
the Rocky Mountains, and a popu-
lation of  proboscideans in Central 
Africa have quietly accomplished 
what our engineering could not.

The time has come for epis-
temic humility. Protect keystone 
species. Cease the propagation 
of  exotic monocultures. Invest in 
community based conservation. 
Recognise that four billion years of  
evolutionary refinement have pro-
duced solutions we cannot improve 
upon. Let us step back, safeguard 
what remains, and permit nature 
the dignity of  its own recovery. It 
has been healing itself  for aeons. 
It requires no assistance from us—
only our restraint.

Dr. Ram Shepherd bheenaveni 
is Assistant Professor, Osmania 
University. He can be mailed at 

bheenaveni@osmania.ac.in 

Dr. Srinivas Katherasala is 
Research Associate, Osmania 

University. He can be mailed at sri.
katherasala@osmania.ac.in

The Fight Must 
Reach Every Home

L
ieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha's partic-
ipation in the "Drug-Free J&K" march in 
Ganderbal sends a strong message that 
the battle against drug abuse and narco-
terrorism remains a top priority for the 

administration. His claim that a people's move-
ment has emerged across Kashmir is encourag-
ing, particularly at a time when drug addiction 
is increasingly threatening the social fabric of 
the region.
The statistics shared by the administration are 
significant. More than 1,000 FIRs registered, over 
1,100 drug smugglers arrested, attachment of 
properties, cancellation of driving licences and 
recommendations for passport cancellations 
demonstrate an aggressive crackdown on those 
involved in the narcotics trade. Such action is 
necessary because drug peddlers are not merely 
breaking the law; they are destroying families, 
robbing young people of their future and under-
mining society from within.
Yet the challenge before Jammu and Kashmir is 
much larger than law enforcement alone. Every 
arrest reflects a wider problem that has taken root in 
communities across the region. Drug addiction is no 
longer confined to isolated pockets. It has become a 
worrying reality affecting households, educational 
institutions and entire neighbourhoods.
A lasting solution requires a balanced approach. 
While drug smugglers must face the full force of 
the law, equal attention must be given to reha-
bilitation, counselling and awareness. Young 
people trapped in addiction need opportunities 
to rebuild their lives. Families struggling with the 
consequences of substance abuse need support 
rather than stigma.
The growing public participation in anti-drug cam-
paigns is a positive sign. When citizens, teachers, 
parents, religious leaders and community organisa-
tions join hands, the fight against drugs becomes 
stronger and more effective. A truly drug-free 
Jammu and Kashmir can only be achieved when 
society treats the issue as a collective responsibil-
ity rather than solely a government concern.
The campaign has generated momentum, but 
the real test lies ahead. Success will not be mea-
sured only by the number of arrests or properties 
attached. It will be measured by the number 
of young lives saved, the number of families 
restored and the confidence people gain that 
their future is free from the menace of drugs.
The fight against narco-terrorism is ultimately a 
fight for Kashmir's future. It is a battle that must 
continue with determination, compassion and the 
active involvement of every section of society.
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       Beyond Discomfort

Why Constipation Deserves More Attention
DR. RAJKUMAR SINGH 

C
onstipation is one of  the 
most common digestive 
problems affecting people 
of  all ages worldwide. It 
refers to a condition in 

which a person experiences infrequent 
bowel movements or difficulty in pass-
ing stool. In medical terms, constipa-
tion is defined as having fewer than 
three bowel movements per week. 
However, the frequency may vary 
from person to person depending on 
diet, lifestyle, age, and health condi-
tions. The stool in constipation tends 
to be hard, dry, and difficult to expel, 
often accompanied by pain, bloating, 
or discomfort in the abdomen. While 
occasional constipation is generally 
harmless, chronic or long-term con-
stipation can cause complications and 
significantly affect a person’s physical 
and emotional well-being. 

Understanding its causes, symp-
toms, and impacts helps in prevention 
and effective management. However, 
it is a widespread yet often neglected 
digestive issue that affects millions 
globally. While occasional constipation 
is usually harmless, chronic constipa-
tion can lead to serious physical, psy-
chological, and social complications. 
A balanced diet rich in fiber, adequate 
hydration, regular exercise, and timely 
medical consultation are key to pre-
venting and managing the condition. 
Understanding its causes, symptoms, 
and impacts is essential not only for 
treatment but also for maintaining 
overall digestive and mental health. 
Addressing constipation early can 
enhance comfort, energy, and quality 
of  life, ensuring smooth and healthy 
functioning of  the body’s most vital 
systems.

Causes of constipation
Constipation is not a disease but 

a symptom of  an underlying issue 
and can result from multiple factors 
related to diet, lifestyle, medication, or 
medical conditions. The following are 
the most common causes: a. Low-Fiber 
Diet: A diet low in dietary fiber is one 
of  the leading causes of  constipation. 
Fiber adds bulk and softness to the 
stool, making it easier to pass through 
the intestines. People who consume 

large amounts of  processed foods, 
meat, and dairy but fewer fruits, veg-
etables, and whole grains often suffer 
from constipation. b. Inadequate Water 
Intake: Dehydration causes the colon 
to absorb more water from waste mate-
rial, making stool dry and hard. When 
the body lacks sufficient fluids, stool 
movement slows down, leading to con-
stipation. c. Lack of  Physical Activity: 
Sedentary lifestyles slow down metab-
olism and intestinal movement. 

Elderly people or those confined 
to bed after surgery are more prone 
to constipation due to lack of  physi-
cal movement. d. Ignoring the Urge 
to Defecate: Suppressing the natural 
urge to pass stool can desensitize bowel 
nerves over time. Habitual delay in 
responding to the urge can make the 
colon absorb more water, resulting 
in hard stool. e. Hormonal Changes: 
Hormonal changes during pregnan-
cy, menstruation, or menopause can 
affect bowel movements. Conditions 
like hypothyroidism, diabetes, and 
hypercalcemia can also lead to consti-
pation by slowing metabolism or fluid 
regulation. f. Psychological Factors: 
Stress, anxiety, and depression can 
interfere with digestive function and 
bowel regularity. Emotional distress 
often affects the gut-brain connection, 
slowing intestinal movement. g. Old 
Age: Aging reduces digestive efficiency 
and physical activity, causing slower 
bowel movements. Older adults may 

also consume fewer fluids and fibers 
due to dental or appetite issues.

Symptoms and  management
Constipation symptoms may vary 

depending on its severity and duration. 
The most common signs are physical, 
while some are related to emotional 
discomfort and reduced quality of  
life. a. Infrequent Bowel Movements: 
Having fewer than three bowel move-
ments per week is a primary indicator. 
Some individuals may even go several 
days without passing stool. b. Hard, 
Dry, or Lumpy Stool: Stools appear 
hard, compact, or pellet-like, making 
evacuation painful or incomplete. c. 
Feeling of  Incomplete Evacuation: 
Even after passing stool, the person 
feels that the bowel has not been com-
pletely emptied. d. Abdominal Discom-
fort or Pain: Cramps, bloating, and 
heaviness in the abdomen are common 
sensations caused by trapped gas or 
stool. e. Loss of  Appetite: Constipation 
can reduce hunger due to stomach f. 
Nausea and Bad Breath: Accumulated 
waste in the intestines produces toxins 
and gases that cause nausea or foul 
breath. 

Fatigue and Weakness: Persis-
tent constipation can lead to a gen-
eral feeling of  tiredness due to slow 
metabolism and toxin build-up. h. 
Psychological Symptoms: Irritability, 
restlessness, and anxiety are common 
emotional symptoms due to chronic 
discomfort. Though the main focus is 

on causes, symptoms, and impacts, it 
is useful to mention some preventive 
measures for better understanding. a. 
Include Fiber-Rich Foods: Eat plenty of  
fruits, vegetables, legumes, and whole 
grains. Aim for at least 25–35 grams of  
fiber per day. b. Drink Adequate Water: 
Consume 2–3 liters of  water daily to 
keep the stool soft and easy to pass. c. 
Regular Exercise: Engage in walking, 
yoga, or light exercise to improve intes-
tinal movement. d. Maintain Regular 
Bowel Habits: Respond promptly to the 
natural urge to pass stool. Set a fixed 
time daily for bowel movement, prefer-
ably after meals. e. Avoid Overuse of  
Laxatives: Use natural remedies like 
prunes, figs, or warm water with lemon 
instead of  frequent laxative use.

Impacts-physical, psychological 
and social

Constipation has multiple effects 
on the body and mind. It can range 
from mild inconvenience to serious 
complications if  left untreated. Its 

impacts can be divided into physical, 
psychological, and social dimensions. 
1. Physical Impacts: a. Hemorrhoids 
(Piles): Repeated straining during def-
ecation puts pressure on rectal veins, 
causing them to swell and form painful 
hemorrhoids. Bleeding, itching, and 
discomfort while sitting are common 
symptoms. b. Anal Fissures: Hard 
stool can tear the lining of  the anus, 
resulting in fissures that cause pain 
and bleeding. Chronic fissures may 
lead to infection or abscess formation. 
c.  Fecal Impaction: Long-term consti-
pation can cause stool to harden and 
become stuck in the colon or rectum. 
This condition leads to blockage and 
may need manual or medical removal.

 Abdominal Distension and Gas: 
Accumulated stool increases gas for-
mation and distends the abdomen, 
leading to discomfort and bloating. 2. 
Psychological Impacts:  a. Stress and 
Anxiety: Persistent constipation causes 
frustration and worry about bowel 
movements. Anxiety may worsen the 
condition by further slowing digestion. 
b. Poor Sleep Quality: Abdominal dis-
comfort often disrupts sleep, leading 
to irritability and fatigue. c. Decreased 
Confidence and Self-Esteem: Embar-
rassment about digestive issues can 
affect social and professional interac-
tions. Fear of  odor, bloating, or dis-
comfort limits social participation. d. 
Depression: Chronic constipation can 
reduce mood and energy levels due to 
ongoing discomfort and toxin build-
up in the body. 3. Social and Lifestyle 
Impact: a. Reduced Productivity: Con-
stant abdominal discomfort and fatigue 
affect work concentration and perfor-
mance. b. Dependency on Laxatives: 
Overuse of  laxatives for quick relief  
may cause dependency and worsen the 
problem in the long run. c. Disturbed 
Routine: Individuals may spend a lot 
of  time trying to pass stool or avoid 
social activities due to discomfort. d. 
Economic Burden: Chronic constipa-
tion requires medical consultations, 
medications, and dietary management, 
adding to healthcare expenses.

Author  is youth motivator and 
former University Head of   B.N. 

Mandal University. He can be mailed 
at rajkumarsinghpg@gmail.com

   Delhi Fire Tragedy

Another Tragedy, Or A Turning Point For Fire Safety?
DR. SATYAVAN SAURABH

A 
massive fire broke out 
in a hotel in Malviya 
Nagar, Delhi, on June 3, 
2026, shocking the entire 
nation. The tragic inci-

dent, which claimed the lives of  twen-
ty-one people and injured many more, 
stunned not only the capital but the 
entire nation. People were seen jump-
ing from high-rise buildings to escape 
the flames. The scenes broadcast on 
social media and the news media 
were deeply traumatic for any sensi-
tive individual. This was not just an 
accident; it was a horrific testament 
to the failure of  the system designed 
to ensure the safety of  citizens.

Every major accident is followed by 
a few days of  mourning, condolences, 
investigations, and announcements of  
compensation. Then, the matter gradu-
ally fades from public memory. But the 
Malviya Nagar tragedy is not some-
thing to be simply condoled and forgot-
ten. It points to deep structural flaws 
that have become more dangerous with 
the rapid urbanization of  India's met-
ropolitan cities. This accident forces us 
to ask—are our buildings truly safe? 
Are fire safety regulations limited 
to paper only? And is the role of  the 
administration limited to distributing 
relief  after an accident?

In the event of  a fire in any multi-
story building, the most important 
elements are safe exits, firefight-
ing equipment, and timely rescue. 
If  people inside a building have to 
jump from windows and balconies 
to save their lives, it indicates a com-
plete failure of  the security system. 
Fire not only destroys the building, 
it also exposes the reality of  safety 
claims and administrative prepared-
ness. This is what happened in the 
Malviya Nagar incident.

According to preliminary informa-
tion, several foreign nationals were 
also staying at the hotel. This fact 
makes the tragedy even more serious. 
India's capital welcomes tourists, busi-
nessmen, and investors from around 
the world. If  security standards in the 
capital are so poor that even foreign 
nationals feel unsafe, it not only rep-

resents a failure of  the local admin-
istration but also a question mark on 
the country's international image. A 
modern metropolis is not defined solely 
by tall buildings and glitzy hotels, but 
by the security and disaster manage-
ment systems in place.

Following the incident, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and Delhi Chief  
Minister Rekha Gupta expressed 
condolences and announced finan-
cial assistance for the deceased and 
injured. Such condolences are neces-
sary, and the families of  the victims 
deserve support in this time of  crisis. 
But it is equally true that compen-
sation cannot bring back a lost life. 
Financial assistance cannot lessen the 
intensity of  grief. A family member, 
a child's father, a parent's child, or a 
person's spouse cannot be replaced by 
a single sum of  money. Therefore, the 
real question is not one of  compensa-
tion, but of  prevention.

The Delhi Police filing an FIR 
against the hotel owner under sec-
tions related to culpable homicide not 
amounting to murder indicates that 
investigating agencies are not treat-
ing this incident as a mere accident. If  
safety regulations were ignored, fire 
safety standards were not followed, or 
building construction rules were vio-
lated, this is not merely an adminis-

trative error but criminal negligence. 
Fixing responsibility in such cases is 
crucial, as in the absence of  account-
ability, rules become mere formalities.

But the fault can't lie solely with the 
building owner. We also need to exam-
ine where the inspection officials were. 
Were fire safety certificates renewed in 
a timely manner? Did any inspections 
uncover deficiencies? If  so, why wasn't 
action taken? If  not, were the inspec-
tions conducted properly? Answers to 
these questions are essential not only 
for this case, but for understanding the 
functioning of  the entire city admin-
istration.

Most of  India's metropolitan cities 
today grapple with the problem of  hap-
hazard urbanization. Narrow streets, 
illegal construction, overcrowding, 
parking chaos, and disregard for safety 
standards have become common sights 
in almost every city. These shortcom-
ings go unnoticed as long as every-
thing remains normal. But as soon as 
a disaster strikes, these shortcomings 
prove fatal. The difficulties faced by 
fire engines in navigating the narrow 
streets of  Malviya Nagar once again 
highlighted the serious lack of  coor-
dination between urban planning and 
disaster management.

Delhi is not alone. Mumbai, Kolkata, 
Bengaluru, Chennai, Hyderabad, and 
other metropolitan cities face similar 
challenges. Many buildings either lack 

fire extinguishers or have not been 
inspected for years. Emergency exits 
are often blocked. Many commercial 
establishments compromise safety 
standards to maximize profits. Sadly, 
even the administration often remains 
indifferent to these violations.

Fire safety isn't just a technical 
matter of  building construction; it's 
fundamental to protecting civilian 
life. In developed countries, violat-
ing fire safety regulations is con-
sidered a serious offense. Regular 
inspections, mandatory mock drills, 
and strict penalties are enforced. 
India also has regulations, but the 
problem lies in their effective imple-
mentation. Unless there's prompt 
and strict action against violations, 
paper provisions cannot translate 
into actual safety.

This tragedy raises another impor-
tant question—are ordinary citizens 
sufficiently aware of  fire safety? Most 
people don't know what to do and 
what not to do in case of  a fire. Panic, 
rumors, and misjudgment often exac-
erbate the loss of  life and property. 
Regular fire safety training and mock 
drills should be made mandatory in 
schools, colleges, offices, hotels, and 
residential complexes. Safety isn't just 
the government's responsibility; it's 
also society's collective responsibility.

It is essential that this incident 
is not simply a news story. Special 

safety audits should be conducted 
on all high-rise hotels, guest houses, 
and commercial establishments. 
Buildings found to be in violation of  
regulations should be immediately 
closed. The fire department should 
be provided with modern technol-
ogy, adequate resources, and trained 
manpower. Local bodies and town 
planning agencies must also fulfill 
their responsibilities to ensure that 
emergency vehicles are given access 
in the future.

Governments must understand that 
development and security are not con-
tradictory, but complementary. Develop-
ment is not simply about building new 
buildings. Building safe buildings is true 
development. Simply promoting tour-
ism is not enough; ensuring the safety 
of  tourists is equally essential. Attract-
ing investment is not the only important 
thing; protecting the lives of  citizens and 
visitors is even more crucial.

The Malviya Nagar fire is a warning. 
This warning is not just for Delhi, but for 
the entire country. If  we don't wake up 
today, a similar tragedy could be repeat-
ed tomorrow in another city, another 
hotel, hospital, school, or residential 
building. Then there will be the same 
condolence messages, the same compen-
sation announcements, and the same 
questions will remain unanswered.

The dead cannot be brought back. 
The pain suffered by their families 
cannot be fully assuaged. But if  we 
learn from this incident and make 
real improvements to safety, punish 
those responsible, and make fire safety 
a national priority, many lives can be 
saved in the future. This will be our 
true tribute to this tragedy.

The Malviya Nagar fire didn't just 
burn a building; it exposed the weak-
nesses of  our urban system, administra-
tive accountability, and safety culture. 
Now is not the time to simply mourn, 
but to take concrete action. Because the 
biggest question after every tragedy is: 
have we learned anything? If  the answer 
is 'no' this time, the next tragedy may just 
be waiting in the wings.

(Dr. Satyawan Saurabh, PhD 
(Political Science), is a poet and social 

thinker.)

While occa-
sional con-
stipation is 

usually harmless, 
chronic constipation 
can lead to serious 
physical, psycho-
logical, and social 
complications. A 
balanced diet rich 
in fiber, adequate 
hydration, regular 
exercise, and timely 
medical consultation 
are key to preventing 
and managing the 
condition. 

Then, the matter 
gradually fades 
from public 

memory. But the Malvi-
ya Nagar tragedy is not 
something to be simply 
condoled and forgotten. 
It points to deep struc-
tural flaws that have 
become more dangerous 
with the rapid urban-
ization of  India's met-
ropolitan cities. 
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     One Year Imprisonment

Court Convicts Baramulla Man In Cheque Bounce Case
GMK NEWS NETWORK 

BANDIPORA: A court 
in Sumbal here in North 
Kashmir 's  Bandipora 
district has convicted a 
Baramulla resident in a 
cheque dishonour case 
involving ₹7 lakh and sen-
tenced him to one year 
of  simple imprisonment 
besides directing him to 
pay ₹10 lakh as compensa-

tion to the complainant.
Judicial  Magistrate 

1st Class Sumbal Rahila 
Rashid delivered the judg-
ment in a complaint filed 
by Haji Asadullah Dar of  
Shahgund, Hajin, under 
Section 138 of  the Nego-
tiable Instruments Act.

According to the com-
plaint, Abdul Ahad Lone 
of  Zangum Pattan owed 
the complainant ₹7 lakh 

arising from fruit busi-
ness transactions and had 
issued two cheques of  ₹4 
lakh and ₹3 lakh towards 
repayment of  the liability.

The complainant alleged 
that both cheques were 
dishonoured by the bank 
due to insufficient funds, 
prompting initiation of  
legal proceedings.

During the trial, the com-
plainant produced documen-

tary evidence and examined 
several witnesses, including 
bank officials and individu-
als associated with the busi-
ness dealings, to establish 
the outstanding liability.

The accused admit-
ted his signatures on the 
cheques but contended 
that the signed cheques 
had been lost and were 
subsequently misused.

After examining the evi-

dence and hearing both 
sides, the court found the 
defence unsupported by 
convincing material and 
held that the accused had 
failed to rebut the statutory 
presumption available in 
favour of  the complainant.

In the judgment, Judi-
cial Magistrate Rahila 
Rashid observed that the 
complainant had success-
fully established the exis-

tence of  a legally enforce-
able debt and proved that 
the cheques were issued 
towards discharge of  that 
liability.

The court further held 
that the accused had failed 
to substantiate his claim 
that the cheques had been 
lost or misused.

Accordingly, the court 
convicted Abdul Ahad 
Lone under Section 138 of  

the Negotiable Instruments 
Act, sentenced him to one 
year of  simple imprison-
ment and directed him to 
pay ₹10 lakh as compensa-
tion to the complainant.

Reacting to the verdict, Haji 
Asadullah Dar welcomed the 
judgment and said the deci-
sion had reinforced his faith 
in the judicial system after a 
legal battle that lasted nearly 
a decade. [KNT]

Mehbooba Mufti's
progressing due to the focused efforts 

and monitoring of  the present govern-
ment.

The controversy intensified after Peo-
ples Conference president and Handwara 
MLA Sajad Lone termed the episode a 
"constitutional crisis" and questioned the 
legal and administrative basis of  Mehboo-
ba Mufti chairing what he described as a 
review meeting.

In a strongly-worded statement, Lone 
said constitutional powers vested in the 
elected government belonged to the people 
of  Jammu and Kashmir and could not 
be bypassed. He sought clarification on 
whether any special government notifica-
tion or authorization existed permitting a 
former chief  minister to preside over such 
a meeting.

"Constitutionally, a former chief  min-
ister cannot chair review meetings of  
departments functioning under the elect-
ed government, let alone institutions that 
fall under the Central Government," Lone 
said.

He also questioned whether similar 
arrangements would be permitted in other 
states and warned of  the possible emer-
gence of  a "third power centre" in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The PDP, however, pushed back against 
the criticism. Party leader and MLA 
Waheed-ur-Rehman Para accused the gov-
ernment of  focusing on political optics 
rather than healthcare delivery.

In a statement on social media, Para said 
Jammu and Kashmir was facing a health 
crisis, with cancer patients continuing to 
suffer while AIIMS Awantipora was yet to 
become fully operational.

"Those in power seem more concerned 
about who visits AIIMS than why it is still 
not fully functional," Para said.

He alleged that officials of  the institu-
tion were being summoned over Mehboo-
ba Mufti's visit instead of  being asked to 
explain delays in the project's completion. 
Para argued that a government backed 
by a legislative majority should not feel 
threatened by a site visit by opposition 
leaders and should instead prioritize 
making the healthcare facility functional 
for the public.

Historic Movement
of  society. Through treatment, counsel-

ling, and new employment opportunities, 
we are opening new doors. People must 
remember that this is not simply a govern-
ment programme, but it is a social revolu-
tion. Together, we will ensure that no drug 
smugglers or peddlers ever find a place in 
Jammu Kashmir.

Fifty-five days ago, I stood on Jammu's 
soil and declared that we would free our 
children from the poison of  drugs, pro-
tect our families from being torn apart 
by drug addiction, and refuse to let our 
people become hostages to narco-terror-
ists who profit from suffering and funding 
terrorism with their black money. We have 
launched a war against narco-terrorists, 
who seek to destroy the future of  our 
youth,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor observed that 
in every march across Jammu Kashmir, 
he spoke about how drugs are destroying 
the future of  people, robbing them of  their 
ability, their dreams, and their dignity and 
how the proceeds from drug smuggling is 
used in buying weapons, and spreading 
terrorism in Jammu Kashmir.

“This is not simply a matter of ordinary 
crime but it is also a question of national secu-
rity and a direct threat to the very survival 
of our society. The narco-terrorists, whether 
sitting in neighbouring countries or operat-
ing inside Jammu Kashmir, are enemies of  
our people. They are enemies of our children. 
They are enemies of our progress. Let me 
make this clear that narco-terrorists oper-
ating in Jammu Kashmir will have to pay a 
heavy price," the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor further 
observed that the administration will 
ensure that those who have harmed our 
youth face justice so severe that the world 
will remember their punishment.

The Lieutenant Governor called upon 
mothers, sisters, and daughters to rise as 
protectors of  our villages, cities and neigh-
bourhoods. He also called upon youth of  
Jammu Kashmir to stand as guardians of  
their schools and colleges.

“I promise to the people that narco-ter-
rorists will no longer find refuge. We will 
hunt them down. Narco-Terrorists days 
are numbered. Their networks will be dis-
mantled, one by one. This is my oath, my 
solemn promise that every narco-terror-
ist will answer for their crimes and their 
sins,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

On the occasion, the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor launched Sindh Samvad, a podcast 
series and also felicitated the winners of  
various competitions organised under the 
Nasha Mukt Jammu Kashmir Abhiyaan.

LG Inaugurates Yatri
Pandit community, visit the temple. In 

2023, several delegations met the Lieuten-
ant Governor to request a Yatri Bhawan. 
Subsequently, Department of  Rural Devel-
opment & Panchayati Raj through Rural 
Engineering Wing (REW) designed the 
plan and the Lieutenant Governor laid 
the foundation stone in 2024.

"With Mata Kheer Bhawani's blessing, I 
had laid the foundation stone on Jyeshtha 
Ashtami in 2024. The project will enhance 
the capacity of  the shrine to host pilgrims 
visiting from India and abroad. My goal 
has been to provide the Kashmiri Pandit 
community visiting the shrine with excel-
lent facilities and a serene spiritual experi-
ence," the Lieutenant Governor said.

The facility constructed within the 
temple premises at a cost of  Rs.3.85 Crore 
comprises a G+II RCC framed structure 
with a plinth area of  3,885 sq. ft. and is 
designed to accommodate approximately 
800–900 pilgrims through floor bedding 
arrangements.

Earlier, the Lieutenant Governor paid 
obeisance at Mata Kheer Bhawani Temple 
and prayed for peace, prosperity and the 
well-being of  all.

Srinagar Man’s
last seen before his body was finally 

traced and recovered on Friday,” the offi-
cial said.

Meanwhile, officials said investigation 
has been taken up and the body will be 
handed over to the family after completion 
of  necessary legal formalities—(KNO)

India Lodges Strong Protest
violations, political repression, econom-

ic exploitation and denial of  freedom in 
territories illegally occupied by Pakistan,” 
it said in a statement.

“The government of  India categorically 
rejects any attempts by Pakistan to bring 
material change to areas under Paki-
stan’s illegal occupation, and underlines 
that such actions cannot hide the fact that 
Pakistan illegally remains in possession of  
Indian territories, which it must vacate,” 
it said.

CS Calls For Ambitious
for saturation of  KCC coverage, timely 

renewal of  existing accounts and prompt 
disbursement of  repayment incentives to 
eligible farmers in accordance with the 
scheme guidelines.

 He directed the concerned departments 
and banks to undertake extensive aware-
ness campaigns regarding the incentives 
available under the scheme and the condi-
tions required for availing them, enabling 
farmers to fully leverage the benefits of  
this credit scheme.

The Chief Secretary also called for expe-
diting onboarding under the Unified Lend-
ing Interface (ULI) in areas where digitiza-
tion of  land records has been completed. He 
further directed the concerned authorities 
to ensure that these records remain updated 
in tandem with the ongoing generation of  
Farmer IDs across the districts.

Emphasizing the role of  Farmer Pro-
ducer Organisations (FPOs) in strengthen-
ing rural economies, Dulloo underscored 
the need for systematic capacity build-
ing of  FPOs to make them credit-worthy 
and financially sustainable. He asked the 
department to designate mentors from 
among its trainers for handholding and 
guiding FPOs in enhancing their produc-
tivity and institutional capacities in line 
with banking requirements and credit 
norms.

The Chief  Secretary reviewed district-
wise and scheme-wise performance and 
urged districts to identify areas where 
progress remained below expectations 
and undertake focused interventions to 
improve outcomes and emerge as leading 
performers.

The meeting also reviewed the per-
formance of  Agricultural Term Loans 
and the activities generating the highest 
demand among applicants. The Chief  Sec-
retary directed banks to provide granular 
activity-wise data regarding the sectors 
attracting maximum credit demand and 
explore the possibility of  incorporating 
such activities under the Mission YUVA 
framework as well.

Speaking on the occasion, Additional 
Chief  Secretary, APD, Dr. Ashish Chandra 
Verma presented a comprehensive over-
view of  the agricultural credit ecosystem 
in Jammu and Kashmir. He highlighted 
the uptake of  various schemes among eli-
gible beneficiaries, discussed the challeng-
es being faced and outlined the roadmap 
for achieving the desired outcomes.

During the meeting, it was informed 
that Jammu and Kashmir presently has 
around 11.57 lakh active KCC account 
holders, of  whom nearly 3.5 lakh farmers 
availed the prompt repayment incentive 
during the previous financial year. It was 
further revealed that 7.99 lakh beneficia-
ries have been provided smart cards, while 
41 per cent coverage under the Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) was 
achieved during the Kharif  season.

The meeting also reviewed the progress 
of  major schemes including the Agricul-
ture Infrastructure Fund (AIF), Animal 
Husbandry Infrastructure Develop-
ment Fund (AHIDF), PM Formalisation 
of  Micro Food Processing Enterprises 
(PMFME), HADP Credit, JKCIP Credit, 
National Livestock Mission (NLM) and 
PM-KISAN.

It was informed that under the Agri-
culture Infrastructure Fund, loans 
amounting to ₹680 Cr have been sanc-
tioned, while ₹431 Cr has been disbursed 
among 392 beneficiaries across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Similarly, under PMFME, 545 cases 
involving disbursement of  ₹22 Cr were 
reported during 2024-25. Under HADP 
Credit, loans worth ₹302.78 Cr have been 
sanctioned, of  which ₹172.69 Cr have been 
disbursed up to May 2026.

Regarding the National Livestock Mis-
sion, the meeting was apprised that 132 
applications had been received, out of  which 
65 cases are presently under processing by 
banks, while 27 cases involving financial 
assistance of  ₹12.23 Cr have been approved 
by the Central Executive Committee (CEC).

The review further revealed that under 
FPO financing, credit amounting to ₹604 Cr 
has been sanctioned in favour of 67 FPOs, of  
which ₹425 Cr has been disbursed among 54 
FPOs across the Union Territory.

With regard to the flagship PM-KISAN 
scheme, the meeting was informed that 
Jammu and Kashmir currently has 
around 9.16 lakh active beneficiaries. 
It was further noted that land seed-
ing has been completed in a substan-
tial number of  cases, while NPCI and 
e-KYC pendencies have been reduced 
considerably and are being addressed 
on priority.

The meeting was also informed that 
the forthcoming "Khet Bachao Abhiyan" 
would be extensively utilized as a plat-
form to reach every village of  the Union 
Territory and generate awareness among 
farmers regarding the benefits of  vari-
ous agricultural credit schemes, alongside 
dissemination of  the campaign's broader 
objectives aimed at strengthening the agri-
culture sector.

'Climate Change,
advances in science and technology have 

significantly enhanced the understanding 
of  environmental changes taking place 
across the Himalayan region. Scientific 
monitoring, environmental assessment 
and knowledge generation have enabled 
researchers and policymakers to make 
informed decisions regarding conserva-
tion and climate adaptation, he added.

The noted scientist said that through 
the application of  science and technology, 
we have strengthened our ability to moni-
tor environmental changes and generate 
scientific evidence that informs policy and 
decision-making. However, while scien-
tific progress is important, we must also 
recognise the intrinsic value of  nature 
and promote a harmonious coexistence 
between people and the ecosystems upon 
which their well-being depends, he said.

Calling for collective responsibility, Prof  
Romshoo urged governments, institutions 
and citizens to work together to protect 
mountain ecosystems, restore degraded 
wetlands, secure water resources and 
adopt climate-resilient development path-
ways.

“On this World Environment Day, let 
us reaffirm our commitment to protect-
ing our fragile mountain ecosystems, 
restoring wetlands, safeguarding water 
resources and pursuing environmentally 
sustainable development for present and 
future generations,” he added.

Echoing similar concerns, environmen-
talist and former academician Dr M.R.D. 
Kundangar stressed the need to conserve 
the region’s natural assets before irrevers-
ible damage occurs.

“Our natural resources, including 
lakes, wetlands, rivers and streams, are 
under immense pressure due to misuse 
and neglect. Climate change is increas-
ingly threatening glaciers and other criti-
cal ecosystems. These resources are our 
heritage and must be preserved at all costs 
for future generations,” he said.

Dr Kundangar warned that continued 
degradation of  water bodies and ecologi-
cal systems could have far-reaching con-
sequences for water security, biodiversity 
and public welfare across the region.

Dr Aamir Hussain Bhat, Manager 
SECAP (Sustainable Energy and Climate 
Action Plan), said environmental protec-
tion should be viewed not merely as an 
option but as a collective responsibility.

“Environmental protection is no longer 
a choice; it is a responsibility. The true 
measure of  development lies not in what 
we build today, but in what we preserve for 
tomorrow,” he said.

Dr Bhat said that World Environment 
Day serves as a powerful reminder that 
safeguarding natural resources is a duty 
owed to future generations. He pointed 
out that climate change, biodiversity loss 
and pollution continue to emerge as major 
challenges to sustainable development 
worldwide.

He stressed that governments, educa-
tional institutions, local communities and 
individuals must work collectively to pro-
mote environmentally responsible prac-
tices and reduce ecological footprints.

“Every tree planted, every water source 
protected and every sustainable choice 
made today contributes to a healthier, 
more resilient and environmentally secure 
future,” he said.

According to experts, preserving Kash-
mir’s glaciers, wetlands, forests and water 
bodies is crucial not only for ecological bal-
ance but also for ensuring long-term eco-
nomic and social sustainability. They called 
upon citizens to adopt environmentally con-
scious lifestyles and support conservation 
initiatives aimed at protecting the Valley’s 
unique natural heritage—(KNO)

If Everyone Is Sincere,
wider consequences.
“When you see an effort to radicalise 

youngsters, particularly in the north 
of  the country, on religious lines, at the 
behest of  our ruling party, you cannot 
expect there will be no knock-on effect 
elsewhere,” he said.
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Email: gmcdic-sriangar@jk.gov.in
Tel /FAX: 0194-2427478

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER 
DISTRICT INDUSTRIES CENTRE, SRINAGAR

NEAR PETROL PUMP BAGHI ALI MARDAN KHAN,SRINAGAR -190011

PUBLIC NOTICE
Apropos the captioned subject, it is to submit that the unit of M/s Arcade Aluminium Industries I/E Khunmoh 

Srinagar formally registered under No. 01/003/09502/PMT/MSME dated. 30-06-2022 for the activity of 
"Manufacturing of aluminium utensils" as partnership concern of 1. Mr. Shafiq Ahmad Khan S/o Abdul Rashid 
Khan R/o Tengpora Nawakadal 2. Asiya Sheikh W/o Sheikh Mohammad Irshad R/o Dangerpora Nawakadal, 
Srinagar.

Now the promoter of the unit has approached this office for transfer of lease hold rights to 1. Mr. Liyaqat 
Mehraj S/o Mehraj-ud-din Ganie R/o Shahi Mohalla Awanta Bhawan Soura Nowshera 2. Mr. Talib Mehraj 
S/o Mehraj-ud-din Ganie R/o Shahi Mohalla Awanta Bhawan Soura Nowshera and 3. Mehraj-ud-din Ganie 
S/o Abdul Rehman Ganie R/o 054, Shahi Mohalla Awanta Bhawan Srinagar, The Incoming promoter intends 
to establish a new unit for the activity "Manufacturing of Disposal items viz paper cups, glasses, plates and 
packings of Dry Fruits items, consumer goods and provisional and food items" under new name and style M/s 
Tulip Global Port at I/E Khunmoh as well as de -registration of existing unit M/s Arcade Aluminium Industries 
I/E Khunmoh Srinagar

Any person having any objection to the proposed transfer may submit the same in writing to the office of 
General Manager DIC Srinagar within 07 days from the date of publication of this notice

General Manager
DIPK-1873-26  District Industries Centre 
DT: 05/06/2026 Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is for the information to the general public I Shahid 
Hussain intend to correct the parentage of my ward namely 
Afsheen Shahid Shah in her school records studying in 
class 8th in GD Goenka Public School under admission 
No. 0818 from Shahid Hussain Shah to Shahid Hussain as 
per her passport and father's Aadhar card. In this regard 
if anybody have any kind of objection he/she may file the 
same with Principal GD Goenka School Lal Bazar within a 
period of 7 days from the date of publication of this notice. 
No objection will be entertained afterwards.  

CORRECTION
This is to inform the general public that my name is recorded 
icorrectly in the official records of Vishwa Bharti Degree College, 
Rainawari. I, Eshan Fayaz, am a student of the 8th semester at 
the above-mentioned college. My registration number is 9364-
VB-2022. At the time of admission, an error occurred due to 
which my name has been wrongly printed as “Eshan Fayaz Malik” 
on my roll number slip and other related documents, whereas my 
correct name is “Eshan Fayaz”. I hereby request the college and 
university authorities to kindly correct my name in their records 
at the earliest. Any objections or claims regarding this correction 
should be brought to my notice or to the college office within 7 
days from the date of this publication.

Eshan Fayaz
Registration No.: 9364-VB-2022

Satish Sharma hails Jammu RMC 
inauguration as major boost to 
weather forecasting

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for 
Food, Civil Supplies & 
Consumer Affairs, Infor-
mation Technology, Youth 
Services & Sports, and Sci-
ence & Technology, Satish 
Sharma, Friday described 
the inauguration of  the 
Regional Meteorological 
Centre (RMC), Jammu as 
a landmark achievement 
that will significantly 
strengthen the weather 
forecasting capabilities, 
disaster preparedness, sci-
entific research and public 
safety across Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ration ceremony, the Min-
ister congratulated the 
Ministry for Earth Scienc-
es, the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) and 
all stakeholders involved 
in establishing the Centre. 
He termed the elevation of  
the Meteorological Office 
Jammu into a full-fledged 
Regional Meteorological 
Centre as a recognition of  
the unique geographical 
and climatic challenges 
faced by the Himalayan 
region.

“Jammu & Kashmir 
and Ladakh are among the 
most climatically sensitive 
and meteorologically com-
plex regions in the world. 
The establishment of  this 
Centre marks a transfor-
mative step towards pro-
viding accurate, localized 
and timely weather servic-
es that are crucial for safe-
guarding lives, supporting 

livelihoods and strengthen-
ing disaster management 
systems,” the Minister 
said.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of  scientific infra-
structure in a region 
prone to avalanches, flash 
floods, cloudbursts and 
extreme weather events, 
Satish Sharma said that 
the Centre would provide 
dedicated expertise in 
mountain meteorology, 
cryosphere studies, ava-
lanche forecasting and 
high-altitude weather ser-
vices. He said the benefits 
of  the Centre would extend 
to the farmers, security 
forces, tourists, research-
ers and disaster response 
agencies alike.

The Minister empha-
sized that improved fore-
casting and early warning 
systems would contrib-
ute significantly towards 
minimizing losses arising 
from natural calamities 
while enhancing resilience 
among the communities 
living in vulnerable areas.

Referring to the growing 
role of  science and technol-

ogy in governance, Satish 
Sharma stated that the 
Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment remains commit-
ted towards strengthening 
the scientific institutions 
and fostering innovation-
driven development. He 
underscored the impor-
tance of  integrating 
advanced technologies, 
data analytics and digi-
tal platforms to improve 
weather forecasting and 
public service delivery.

“The future belongs to 
knowledge, innovation and 
scientific excellence. Insti-
tutions such as the Region-
al Meteorological Centre 
will not only strengthen 
weather services but also 
inspire research, innova-
tion and technological 
advancement among our 
youth,” he remarked.

The Minister further 
assured full support from 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
administration in ensuring 
the successful function-
ing and expansion of  the 
Centre. He reiterated the 
administration’s commit-
ment towards providing 

all necessary assistance 
in terms of  infrastructure, 
coordination and insti-
tutional support to help 
the Centre realize its full 
potential.

Addressing the young 
scientists, meteorologists 
and researchers associat-
ed with the Centre, Satish 
Sharma encouraged them 
to pursue excellence in 
their work and remain 
dedicated to serving soci-
ety through science. He 
observed that the data col-
lected, forecasts generated 
and warnings issued by 
them would play a criti-
cal role in protecting lives 
and supporting sustain-
able development across 
the region.

The Minister also lauded 
the contributions of  Union 
Minister for Earth Sciences 
Dr. Jitendra Singh and the 
leadership of  the Ministry 
for Earth Sciences for facil-
itating the establishment 
of  the Regional Meteoro-
logical Centre in Jammu.

Describing the inau-
guration as a significant 
milestone in the scientific 
and developmental journey 
of  Jammu and Kashmir, 
Satish Sharma expressed 
confidence that the Centre 
would emerge as a premier 
institution for meteorologi-
cal research, forecasting 
and climate services in the 
Himalayan region, con-
tributing substantially to 
public welfare, economic 
growth and environmental 
resilience.

During the occa-

sion, Satish Sharma also 
strongly reiterated the 
long-pending aspirations 
of  the people of  Jammu & 
Kashmir for the restora-
tion of  full statehood. He 
emphasized that granting 
statehood would further 
strengthen democratic 
institutions, enhance 
administrative efficiency 
and empower the people 
to participate more effec-
tively in the developmental 
journey of  the region.

The Minister stated that 
the people of  Jammu and 
Kashmir have consistently 
demonstrated their faith in 
democratic processes and 
deserve the restoration of  
statehood at the earliest. 
He expressed confidence 
that the Union Govern-
ment would take a positive 
decision in this regard, 
fulfilling the aspirations 
of  the people.

Highlighting the need 
for improved transporta-
tion infrastructure, Satish 
Sharma also demanded 
expedited progress on 
railway connectivity proj-
ects in the Jammu region, 
particularly the proposed 
Jammu–Akhnoor–Khour 
belt and the Kaleeth–Dori 
Dager railway links. He 
said that extending rail 
connectivity to these stra-
tegically and economical-
ly important areas would 
boost tourism, facilitate 
trade and commerce, 
improve mobility for local 
residents and create new 
avenues for socio-economic 
development.

World Environment Day

DLSA Budgam conducts series 
of Awareness Programmes

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: As per plan 
of  action for the month of  
June 2026 issued by J&K 
Legal Services Author-
ity, District Legal Services 
Authority Budgam in coor-
dination with Vitasta Law 
College, Nowgam Srinagar 
organized series of  aware-
ness programmes on World 
Environment Day.

The programme was 
conducted under the guid-
ance of  O.P. Baghat, Prin-
cipal District & Sessions 
Judge (Chairman DLSA), 
Budgam and under the 
supervision of  Tabassum 
Qadir Parray, Secretary 
DLSA Budgam.

In further observance 
of  World Environment 
Day, District Legal Ser-
vices Authority (DLSA) 
Budgam in collaboration 
with Vitasta Law College 
Nowgam, Srinagar orga-
nized an awareness pro-
gramme in the conference 
hall of  Vitasta College.

 At the outset of  the con-
clusion of  the programme 
plantation drive also took 
place in which number of  
plant saplings were planted 
at various spots of  college 
ground. The saplings were 
planted by Secretary DLSA 
Budgam followed by the 
staff  and Défense Counsel 
along with the pro-bono 
lawyer of  DLSA Srinagar. 
The students, faculty mem-
bers, and legal profession-
als participated in the pro-
gramme enthusiastically.

The programme high-
lighted the significance 
of  environmental preser-
vation and the collective 
responsibility of  citizens 

in safeguarding natural 
resources for future gen-
erations.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Secretary DLSA 
Budgam highlighted the 
importance of  celebration 
of  World Environmental 
Day. In her speech she 
further emphasized upon 
the attendees to consider 
prime responsibility for 
the planting plant saplings 
for the safeguarding of  the 
environment.

The other speakers 
along with the Deputy 
LADC Srinagar and pro-
bono lawyer of  DLSA Sri-
nagar also spoke of  the 
occasion and briefed the 
audience about the disad-
vantages of  land degrada-
tion and soil erosion.

Simultaneously, a pro-
gramme was also conduct 
at ADR Centre Budgam 
wherein in Chief  LADC, 
DLSA Budgam spoke on 
the occasion.

It is worth to mention 
here that Chairpersons 
Tehsil Legal Services 

Committees Budgam orga-
nized various legal aware-
ness programme on the 
occasion and conducted 
plantation drives in their 
respective jurisdictions as 
well. The events witnessed 
active participation from 
members of  the legal fra-
ternity, students, commu-
nity representatives, PLVs 
and general public.

The programme was 
also carried out by the 
Legal Aid Clinics and 
Legal Literacy Clubs of  
DLSA Budgam.

During the programmes, 
resource persons empha-
sized the importance of  
environmental sustain-
ability, waste management, 
afforestation, and the 
need for collective action 
to address contemporary 
environmental challenges. 
Participants were sensi-
tized about various legal 
provisions relating to 
environmental protection 
and the role of  citizens 
in ensuring a clean and 
healthy environment.

ADC Budgam chairs District Level 
Telecom Committee Meeting

JKAACL organises Punjabi 

Kavi Darbar in Beerwah

Nasha Mukt J&K Campaign

DC Sgr leads plantation drive at GHS Khonmoh
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: To mark the 
World Environment Day, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Srinagar, Akshay 
Labroo, on Friday led a 
plantation drive at Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary 
(GHS) School Khonmoh 
as a part of  the ongoing 
Nasha Mukt Jammu and 
Kashmir Abhiyan.

The plantation drive was 
organized by the District 
Administration Srinagar 
in collaboration with Axis 
Bank and GHS Khonmoh 
on the eve of  World Envi-
ronment day-2026 promot-
ing environmental sustain-
ability and encouraging 
community participation 
in creating a greener and 
healthier environment and 
also signifying a collective 
responsibility towards a 
shared commitment to 
achieving the objectives of  
a drug-free society.

The event witnessed 
the participation of  Chief  
Planning Officer, Fayaz 
Ahmad Dar, Chief  Edu-

cation Officer, Ghulam 
Mohi-Ud-Din, Principal 
GHS School Khonmoh, 
Nahid Shah, Cluster 
Head Axix Bank, Shiekh 
Gowhar, other Offices 
as well as enthusiastic, 
Staff  and school Students 
who actively participated 
in the programme and 
planted a variety of  sap-
lings within the school 
premises.

On the occasion, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
planted a deodar sapling 
and highlighted the impor-
tance of  such initiatives in 
increasing green cover, 

mitigating the effects of  cli-
mate change and fostering 
environmental awareness 
among citizens.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Deputy Com-
missioner highlighted the 
importance of  environ-
mental conservation and 
called upon the students 
to play a proactive role in 
protecting surrounding 
environment. He said that 
plantation drives not only 
contribute to ecological 
balance but also help instill 
a sense of  responsibility 
and environmental aware-
ness among citizens.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy 
of  Art, Culture and Lan-
guages (JKAACL) Friday 
organised a Punjabi Kavi 
Darbar at Attina, Beerwah, 
Budgam, with the active 
participation of  local lit-
erary enthusiasts and 
members of  the younger 
generation.

The programme was 
attended by Popinder 
Singh Paras, Editor, Sheer-
aza Punjabi, S. Prehlad 
Singh, Master T.P. Singh, 
and other distinguished 
guests. A large number of  
Punjabi-speaking residents 
of  the area also participat-
ed in the event.

Welcoming the gather-
ing, S. Prehlad Singh, a 
prominent social and lit-
erary figure, appreciated 
JKAACL for organising 
a literary programme in 
the rural area of  Attina. 
He emphasized the impor-
tance of  such initiatives 

in promoting Punjabi lan-
guage, literature, and cul-
tural heritage among the 
younger generation.

In his address, Popinder 
Singh Paras highlighted 
the Academy’s sustained 
efforts to promote Pun-
jabi literature and culture 
across Jammu and Kash-
mir, particularly in the 
remote areas of  the Kash-
mir Division. He stated that 
the Academy is committed 
to organising literary and 
cultural programmes in 

regions with a significant 
Punjabi-speaking popula-
tion in order to encour-
age literary activities and 
strengthen cultural bonds.

On the occasion, noted 
poets and literary figures 
including Popinder Singh 
Vaid, Nanak Singh, Manjit 
Singh Raina, Kulwant Singh 
Vicky, Harpreet Singh, 
Arshdeep Singh, Kripal 
Singh, Suraj Singh, and 
others recited their Punjabi 
poems and received appre-
ciation from the audience.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
(ADC) Budgam, Mehraj-
ud-Din Shah, chaired the 
District Level Telecom 
Committee (DLTC) meet-
ing to review the progress 
of  key telecom infrastruc-
ture projects and address 
issues affecting digital 
connectivity across the 
district.

During the meeting, a 
detailed review of  the 4G 
Saturation Project was 
conducted, with discus-
sions focusing on the iden-
tification of  additional 
unserved and underserved 
locations. The ADC direct-
ed the concerned officers 
to expedite the process to 
ensure improved mobile 
connectivity in all eligible 
areas.

The committee also dis-
cussed site-specific issues, 
including those related to 
the Zinpanchal site, and 
directed the concerned 
revenue authorities to 
take necessary steps for 
their early resolution. The 
status of  4G towers estab-
lished on land already 
transferred for telecom 
purposes across 23 loca-
tions in the district was 
also reviewed.

Progress under the 
BharatNet Project was 

assessed, with officials 
apprising the chair about 
ongoing works aimed at 
strengthening broadband 
connectivity in rural 
areas. The meeting further 
reviewed the status of  5G 
Street Furniture infra-
structure, and the ADC 
told the Chief  Planning 
Officer to verify the consti-
tution of  field-level teams 
for mapping and verifica-
tion of  potential sites.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of  robust telecom 
infrastructure for gov-
ernance, public service 
delivery, education, and 
economic development, the 
ADC called for close coor-
dination among all depart-
ments and telecom service 
providers to remove bottle-
necks and ensure timely 
completion of  projects.

The ADC directed all 
concerned departments 
and agencies to accelerate 
ongoing telecom initia-
tives so that the benefits of  
improved digital connec-
tivity reach every corner 
of  the district.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Joint Director 
Planning Budgam, Execu-
tive Engineer KPDCL 
Budgam, Rage Officer 
Budgam, AGM BSNL 
Srinagar, Tehsildar Cha-
reshareef, DIO NIC, and 
other concerned.

World Environment Day
Floriculture Deptt launches Valley-
Wide Plantation Drives across 
Gardens, Parks

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  In observance of 
World Environment Day, the 
Directorate of Floriculture, 
Gardens & Parks, Kashmir 
Division Friday organised 
extensive plantation drives 
simultaneously across all gar-
dens, public parks and recre-
ational green spaces under 
its jurisdiction throughout the 
Kashmir Valley.

The plantation drives were 
carried out in unison across 
the Directorate’s establish-
ments, including the Mughal 
Gardens, Polo ground park, 
Emporium Garden and 
scores of public parks spread 

across Srinagar, Anantnag, 
Baramulla, Budgam, Pulwa-
ma and other districts of the 
Kashmir Division.

Officers and staff of the 
Directorate participated in the 
drives, planting indigenous 
flowering species, ornamental 
trees, and native shrubs with 
the dual purpose of enhancing 
visual aesthetics and ecologi-
cal resilience.

The Directorate of Floricul-
ture, Gardens & Parks, Kash-
mir Division, reiterates that 
plantation and green cover 
enhancement is not a one-day 
activity but a year-round priori-
ty embedded in its operational 
mandate.
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Grand comeback: 
Praggnanandhaa beats 
Keymar to win Norway 
Chess, first Indian to do so

IANS

STAVANGER (NORWAY): 
Grandmaster (GM) Prag-
gnanandhaa Rameshbabu 
on Friday night, scripting 
the greatest ever comeback 
in a Super Tournament to 
become the first Indian to 
win the title in the Norway 
Chess championship, beat-
ing Germany's Vincent 
Keymer in the 10th and 
final round of  the classical 
chess event.

With this win, the 
20-year-old from Chennai 
made history, not only 
claiming the prestigious 
title but also the top prize 
of  $100,000. In the third 
game in this round. In the 
10th and final round of  the 
event played on Friday, 
Pragg beat Keymar, Wesley 
So drew with Alireza Fir-
ouzja, and World No.1 
Magnus Carlsen defeated 
reigning World Champion 
Gukesh Dommaraju to end 
his home tournament with 
a win.

Playing with white 
pieces, Pragg capitalised on 
some mistakes by Keymar 
in the middle-game to win 
on the 45th move and fin-
ished the tournament with 
18 points from five wins, 

two losses, and two draws, 
both of  which he won in 
the Armageddon game.

The former World No.4 
finished a point ahead of  
overnight leader Wesley So 
of  the United States, who, 
after his final round draw 
with Firouzja, ended with 
17 points from two wins 
and eight draws, winning 
six of  them in Armaged-
don. Wesley So bagged 1.5 
points to one by Firouzja 
in the 10th round.

Firouzja, the French 
player of  Iranian origin, 
ended third with 15.5 points 
in this event with a special 
scoring format in which a 
win fetches a player three 
points. At the same time, a 
draw gets each player one 
point, with an option of  
bagging a bonus point by 
winning the Armageddon 
game. World No. 1 Magnus 
Carlsen, who lost twice to 
Praggnanandhaa in this 
event, ended with 13 points 
from three wins, four 
losses, and three draws -- 
two Armageddon wins.

Keymar ended fifth with 
11 points while reigning 
Classical World Champion 
Gukesh Dommaraju of  
India came sixth and last 
with eight points from one 

win, five defeats, and four 
draws -- with two Arma-
geddon wins.

The focus on the final 
was on Pragg as he was 
trailing half  a point behind 
overnight leader Wesley 
So. He jumped into the lead 
once Welsely So agreed to 
an early draw with Firouz-
ja. He went on to convert 
the advantage he gained 
in the middle game into a 
clinical win over Keymar, 
who played some question-
able moves, and won the 
title outright.

Pragg, who had slipped 
to No. 16 in the World 
Rankings in the last list 
released on June 1, came 
up with a brilliant perfor-
mance in Norway Chess 
as he stormed back from 
the brink to win the pres-
tigious title.

He was sixth and last 
in the standings after the 
sixth round but won four 
games in a row, includ-
ing his second win over 
Carlsen and a penultimate 
round victory, and compa-
triot Gukesh, which pro-
pelled him into contention 
for the title. This was the 
first such winning streak 
in the event since Carlsen's 
in 2021.

India Beats Pakistan 5-3 in Thrilling Semi-final
AGENCIES

KAKAMIGAHARA (JAPAN): 
The Indian hockey team showed 
incredible character to defeat 
arch-rivals Pakistan 5-3 in a 
high-voltage semi-final match of  
the U18 Men's Asia Cup here on 
Friday.

Trailing 2-3 until the final 
quarter, India produced an out-
standing attacking display in 
the final minutes to secure their 
place in the summit clash.

The match began with a 
quiet and tense opening, as both 
teams fought hard for control in 
the midfield. India found their 
rhythm in the 12th minute when 
a brilliant run from their own 
half  forced a defensive error from 
Pakistan, earning India a penalty 
stroke.

Forward Ashish Tani Purti 
(12') stepped up and calmly con-
verted it to give India an early 
1-0 lead, which they maintained 
until the end of  the first quarter.

Pakistan came out playing 
aggressively in the second quar-
ter and won their first penalty 
corner in the 16th minute. Indian 
goalkeeper Ayush Rajak and 
defender Ansh Bahutra com-

bined perfectly to save a power-
ful drag-flick from Ahmad Uzair.

Pakistan kept pressing and 
found their equaliser in the 27th 
minute when Adeel intercepted a 
pass, broke through the defence, 
and scored a field goal to make it 
1-1 at half  time.

The third quarter saw intense 
action from both sides. India 
reclaimed the lead in the 35th 
minute when Shahrukh Ali (35') 
capitalised on quick passing and 

smashed the ball into the net.
However, the joy was short-

lived as Pakistan responded 
just two minutes later through a 
field goal by Muhammad Farhan 
Aslam in the 37th minute. Paki-
stan then took the lead for the 
first time in the 42nd minute 
when Uzair Ahmad Qureshi con-
verted a penalty corner with a 
precise drag-flick, leaving India 
trailing 2-3 at the end of  the third 
quarter.

With their campaign on the 
line, India launched a furious 
attack in the final quarter. The 
pressure forced a green card for 
Pakistan's Muzammil Saeed in 
the 46th minute, and India imme-
diately won consecutive penalty 
corners. Ashish Tani Purti (49') 
fired home a superb drag-flick 
from the second penalty corner 
to level the score at 3-3.

India completely dominated 
the following minutes, earning a 
series of  penalty corners. Though 
Pakistan's defence blocked a few 
attempts, they could not stop the 
Indian frontline for long.

In the 53rd minute, Ashish 
scored another brilliant penalty 
corner to complete his hat-trick 
and put India ahead 4-3.

With just four minutes left 
on the clock, India won another 
penalty corner, and Ashish (56') 
hit the back of  the net once again 
to score his fourth goal of  the 
match, extending the lead to 5-3.

The Indian boys held their 
composure in the dying minutes 
of  the game to defend their lead 
successfully and book their place 
in the final.

India will take on Japan in the 
final on Saturday.

French Open: Zverev downs Mensik to storm into final
IANS

PARIS: Alexander Zverev 
is now one step away from 
his first Grand Slam title 
after he defeated rising 
Czech star Jakub Mensik 
in the French Open final, 
winning in four sets on 
Friday. The score was 7-5, 
6-2, 3-6, 6-3, and the match 
lasted three hours and one 
minute on Court Philippe-
Chatrier in Paris.

With this win, Zverev 
secured his spot in his 
second French Open final 
and the fourth major final 
of  his career.

After coming close to 
winning the trophy in 
Paris last year, Zverev gets 
another chance to end his 
wait for Grand Slam suc-
cess in Sunday’s champi-
onship match. “He started 
playing amazingly in the 
third set,” Zverev said of  
Mensik after his victory. 
“He really stepped up to 
another level. But this is a 
Grand Slam; it’s best-of-five 
set matches. Opponents are 
going to play better. You 

have to deal with it. I did, 
and I hope to play another 
great match on Sunday.”

With early exits for 
top players like Jannik 
Sinner and Novak Djokov-
ic, Zverev has taken full 
advantage of  his opportu-
nity. He has lost only two 
sets in the tournament 
and has now become just 
the fifth active men's player 
to reach multiple Roland 
Garros finals.

At 29 years old, Zverev 
has an impressive record 
in major tournaments. He 
finished as the runner-up at 
the US Open in 2020, lost the 
Australian Open final last 

year, and famously came 
one set away from winning 
the French Open title in 
2024. Sunday's final against 
either Flavio Cobolli or 
Matteo Arnaldi offers him 
another chance to secure 
the one major title missing 
from his résumé.

This victory also puts 
Zverev on the same level 
as Stan Wawrinka, match-
ing his tally of  four Grand 
Slam finals, the fifth-high-
est among active men's 
players.

Mensik entered the 
semi-final with strong 
momentum and hopes of  
being the youngest Roland 

Garros finalist since Rafael 
Nadal in 2006. However, he 
struggled to impose his 
attacking style against 
Zverev's consistency and 
tactical discipline.

The match ignited in 
the first set when Mensik 
earned the first break points 
with a stunning sliding 
backhand winner. Zverev, 
showing his experience, 
saved all three break points. 
He then broke serve at 5-5 to 
take the opening set.

The second set tilted 
firmly in Zverev's favour. 
Mensik tried to play more 
aggressively, but Zverev 
consistently countered 
with precise passing shots 
and superior control from 
the baseline. This dominant 
performance gave him a 
two-set lead and put him on 
the brink of  the final.

Despite this, Mensik 
did not back down. After 
a medical timeout early in 
the third set, he returned 
with renewed energy. His 
mix of  drop shots and vari-
ation disrupted Zverev's 
rhythm, leading to him 

winning the third set and 
briefly sparking hopes for 
a comeback.

However, Zverev quickly 
squashed those hopes. He 
regrouped well at the start 
of  the fourth set, taking a 
3-0 lead and never allow-
ing Mensik back into the 
match. His experience and 
calmness were crucial as 
he closed out the victory, 
improving his head-to-head 
record against Mensik to 
2-0 after also defeating him 
in Madrid earlier this year.

Even with the loss, 
Mensik's impressive run 
in Paris will boost him 11 
spots to No. 16 in the ATP 
Live Rankings. This high-
lights his status as one of  
the sport's brightest young 
talents.

Zverev recognised the 
challenge Mensik present-
ed throughout the tourna-
ment. “It’s amazing the 
way he played these past 
two weeks,” he said. “I 
knew it was going to be the 
toughest challenge I had so 
far. I managed. I won. So 
I’m happy.”

MP League T20 Scindia Cup: Chambal 
Ghariyals continue to shine; Gwalior Shernis 
clinch crucial win in nail-biter

IANS

INDORE:  Chambal 
Ghariyals continued their 
winning run in the wom-
en’s competition of  the 
Madhya Pradesh League 
(MPL) T20 Scindia Cup 
2026 after defeating Royal 
Nimar Eagles by 9 wickets 
in a rain-curtailed fixture, 
which was reduced to 
seven-overs-per-side at the 
Daly College in Indore.

After winning the toss, 
Chambal Ghariyals opted 
to bowl first and made an 
early impact, reducing 
the Eagles to 26/2 within 
the first three overs. With 
the team under pressure, 
Kalyani Jadhav and Soniya 
Singh steadied the innings 
and accelerated at the right 
time. The duo added a valu-
able 26-run partnership in 
just three overs, helping 
Royal Nimar Eagles regain 
momentum.

Kalyani played a brisk 
knock of  23 off  15 balls 
before being caught by Pooja 
Vastrakar, who has played 
for India at the interna-
tional level, off  the bowling 
of  Vaishnavi Singh. Soniya 
remained unbeaten at 14 off  
11 deliveries as the Eagles 
finished with a competitive 
total of  62/3 in their allot-
ted seven overs. Anamika 
Raghuvanshi was the pick 
of  the bowlers who scalped 
one wicket for 11 runs in two 
overs.

Later, Chambal Ghari-
yals got off  to a flying start 
after Kanishka Thakur col-
lected 16 runs in the very 
first over. However, they 
suffered a setback when 
Jincy George was stumped 
off  Vaishnavi Sharma after 

scoring just 2 off  2 balls.
The wicket did little to 

slow down the Ghariyals' 
momentum as Kanishka 
continued her aggres-
sive approach, taking on 
the bowlers and finding 
boundaries with ease. The 
left-handed batter looked in 
complete control through-
out the chase and remained 
unbeaten on 46, continuing 
her excellent form in the 
tournament. Captain Pooja 
Vastrakar provided valu-
able support at the other 
end with an unbeaten 15 
off  14 balls as the Ghariyals 
comfortably chased down 
the target in 5.4 overs.

Bhopal Wolves lose to 
Gwalior Shernis

Gwalior Shernis clinched 
a much-needed win by two 
runs against Bhopal Wolves 
in a match that went down 
to the wire at Daly College, 
Indore. Gwalior Shernis 
produced a strong batting 
performance, led by captain 

Nuzhat Parween and Sonam 
Yadav, to post a competitive 
134/3 in 20 overs.

Parween and Aashna 
Patidar gave the team a 
steady start, adding 31 
runs for the opening wicket 
before Aashna was dis-
missed for a brisk 18 off  13 
balls.

The Shernis then took 
control through a superb 
partnership between Par-
ween and Sonam Yadav. 
The duo dominated the 
bowlers and stitched 
together a crucial 70-run 
stand, putting the innings 
firmly in Gwalior's favour.

Parween anchored the 
innings beautifully, scor-
ing 50 in 48 deliveries, while 
Sonam played an equally 
impressive knock, narrow-
ly missing out on a fifty by 
just one run. Soumya Tiwari 
provided the finishing 
touches with an unbeaten 
12 off  10 balls as the Shernis 
finished strongly.


