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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication Today I want to state unequivocally: whether an official or anyone in 

public life, if they are in any way connected to the drug network or lend it 
support, they will face strict legal consequences. I assure the people that if 
even the slightest trace of this infection has seeped into our system, it will 
be mercilessly cut out without hesitation, the Lieutenant Governor said.

Lok Bhavan Jammu & Kashmir
@LokBhavanJandK

Millions Across J&K Determined 
To Eradicate Narco-Terrorism: LG 
Joins  Nasha Mukt Jammu Kashmir Padyatra In Shopian

Third Fuel Price Hike In 10 Days Sparks Public Concern

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SHOPIAN: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
on Saturday declared 
that millions across 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
united by a single pur‑
pose, are firmly deter‑
mined to wipe out “nar‑
cotics‑terrorism” from 
the paradise land.

“From every lane and 
by‑lane of  UT, voices 
are rising in unison, 
demanding that not a 
single drug smuggler 
be spared. What began 
43 days ago in Jammu 
has now surged into 
a powerful grassroots 
movement, echoing 
across communities 
with unstoppable force,” 
Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha said while 
addressing Nasha Mukt 
Jammu Kashmir Pady‑
atra in Shopian where 
citizens from all walks of  
life vowed that narco‑ter‑
rorists will be driven out 
from every corner of  UT 
of  Jammu Kashmir.

Addressing the gather‑
ing, the Lieutenant Gov‑
ernor said this collective 
resolve heralds the dawn 

of a new era.
The Lieutenant Gov‑

ernor stated that united 
by a single purpose and 
a common goal, millions 
across Jammu Kashmir 
are determined to eradi‑
cate narcotics‑terrorism 
from this land of paradise.

“It is now firmly 
etched in the minds of  
our people that this is 
not a distant issue but 
a challenge confront‑
ing us at our very door‑
step, one we must face 
head‑on with courage 
and resolve,” he said.

The Lieutenant Gov‑
ernor observed that the 
poison of  drugs is divert‑
ing our youth from the 
path of  progress. He 
said terrorist groups use 

proceeds from drugs to 
buy weapons, and with 
those weapons the blood 
of  ordinary Kashmiris is 
being spilled.

“Today I want to state 
unequivocally: whether 
an official or anyone in 
public life, if  they are in 
any way connected to the 
drug network or lend it 
support, they will face 
strict legal consequenc‑
es. I assure the people 
that if  even the slight‑
est trace of  this infec‑
tion has seeped into our 
system, it will be merci‑
lessly cut out without 
hesitation,” the Lieuten‑
ant governor said.

The Lieutenant 
Governor said that by 
destroying the P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: Petrol and diesel 
prices were increased once again 
on Saturday, intensifying con‑
cerns among consumers already 
burdened by rising living costs. 
The latest revision marks the 
third fuel price hike in less than 
ten days, pushing retail rates up 
by nearly Rs 5 per litre during 
this period.

According to state‑owned oil 
marketing companies, petrol 
prices were raised by 87 paise per 
litre while diesel became costlier 
by 91 paise per litre. In New Delhi, 
petrol now costs Rs 99.51 per litre 
against Rs 98.64 earlier, while 
diesel climbed from Rs 91.58 to 
Rs 92.49 per litre.

The fresh increase follows a 

Rs 3 per litre hike on May 15 and 
another 90 paise increase on May 
19. Officials said the revisions are 
aimed at adjusting domestic fuel 
prices in line with rising interna‑
tional crude oil costs triggered by 
tensions in West Asia and supply 
concerns linked to production 

cuts by OPEC+ countries.
The repeated hikes have trig‑

gered anxiety among transport‑
ers, farmers, traders and middle‑
class households, with fears that 
the increase in fuel prices will 
soon push up the cost of  essential 
commodities, public transport 

and agricultural operations.
Diesel price hikes are expect‑

ed to particularly affect farming 
activities as several states pre‑
pare for wheat harvesting and 
paddy sowing. Transportation 
costs for vegetables, fruits and 
other daily essentials are also 
likely to rise in the coming days, 
experts warned.

After keeping rates unchanged 
for nearly four months, state‑
run companies including Indian 
Oil Corporation, Bharat Petro‑
leum and Hindustan Petroleum 
resumed fuel price revisions ear‑
lier this month.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi recently appealed to citi‑
zens to reduce fuel consumption 
by increasingly using public 
transport and opting P-06

“IT IS NOW FIRMLY ETCHED IN THE MINDS OF OUR 
people that this is not a distant issue but a challenge confronting us at 
our very doorstep, one we must face head‑on with courage and resolve,” 

Mecca Welcomes Over 1.6 

Million Pilgrims For Annual Hajj

      Big Push To Rural Entrepreneurship

`36 Crore SVEP Projects 

Approved In J&K

GMK NEWS NETWOKR 

SRINAGAR: More than 1.6 mil‑
lion pilgrims from across the 
world have arrived in Saudi 
Arabia for the annual 
Hajj pilgrimage, Saudi 
authorities said.

According to the 
General Directorate 
of  Passports, over 
1,626,000 pilgrims 
entered the Kingdom 
through air, land and 
sea routes ahead of  Hajj. Most 
of  the pilgrims arrived by air, 
while arrivals from different 
countries are still continuing.

Saudi authorities expect the 
number of  pilgrims to increase 
further in the coming days as 

preparations for the pilgrimage 
enter the final phase.

Hajj, performed in the holy 
city of  Mecca, is one of  the 

five pillars of  Islam and is 
obligatory once in a life‑

time for Muslims who 
are physically and 
financially capable 
of  undertaking the 
journey.

The Saudi govern‑
ment has put in place 
extensive arrange‑

ments for transport, accommo‑
dation, healthcare and crowd 
management to ensure smooth 
conduct of  the pilgrimage. 
Authorities have also strength‑
ened safety measures amid 
rising temperatures P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Secretary, Rural 
Development Department (RDD) 
and Panchayati Raj, Mohammad 
Aijaz Asad, on Saturday chaired 
a meeting of  the UT‑Level Steer‑
ing Committee (Non‑Farm Liveli‑
hoods) under the Jammu & Kash‑
mir Rural Livelihoods Mission’s 
(JKRLM) Start‑up Village Entre‑
preneurship Programme (SVEP), 
which accorded in‑principle 
approval to six Detailed Project 
Reports (DPRs) worth ₹36 crore 
aimed at promoting rural entre‑

preneurship and sustainable 
non‑farm livelihood opportuni‑
ties across Jammu and Kashmir.

The approved DPRs pertain to 
six new SVEP blocks—Sogam‑
Wavoora, Pulwama‑Litter, 
Chadoora‑Surasyar, P-06

BJP To File Missing Report Against 
CM Omar Abdullah: LoP Sharma

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Senior BJP 
leader and Leader of  Opposi‑
tion in the Jammu and Kash‑
mir Assembly, Sunil Kumar 
Sharma targeted Chief  Min‑
ister Omar Abdullah, alleg‑
ing that he has remained 
“missing” from the ground 
for the past several days 
while people across Jammu 
and Kashmir continue to face 
basic issues.

In a video statement, 
Sharma said the chief  min‑
ister was not concerned 
about the problems of  the 
people, claiming that pro‑
tests over electricity and 
water shortages were taking 
place in different areas.

“The poor people of  J&K 
who made a prince the 
Chief  Minister are now suf‑
fering. The prince who was 
once rejected has been miss‑
ing for the past few days,” 
Sharma said.

The BJP leader also took 
a swipe at Abdullah over 

his reported foreign visit, 
saying he did not know 
whether the chief  minister 
was in “London or Eng‑
land”, but alleged that he 
was “sitting outside” while 
people were struggling on 
the ground.

Sharma further said the 
BJP would soon approach 
Ram Munshi Bagh police 
station in Srinagar to file 
a “missing report” for the 
chief  minister.(KNS). 

Jammu–Srinagar Vande Bharat Carries 
Over 1 Lakh Passengers In Record 22 Days
Indigenous Semi-High-Speed Train Emerges As J&K’s All-Weather Lifeline

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

JAMMU: Marking a historic 
milestone for Indian Railways 
and Jammu & Kashmir, the 
state‑of‑the‑art Jammu–Srinagar 
Vande Bharat Express has suc‑
cessfully carried more than 
1,01,050 passengers within just 
22 days of  its commercial opera‑
tions, reaffirming its growing 
popularity as a fast, safe and 
reliable transport link between 
Jammu and the Kashmir Valley.

According to a statement 
issued, the indigenous semi‑high‑
speed train commenced regular 
commercial operations on May 
2, 2026, after being flagged off  by 
the Union Railway Minister on 
April 30. Since then, the Vande 
Bharat Express has rapidly 
emerged as a preferred mode of  
travel for passengers, setting a 
new benchmark in seamless rail 

connectivity in the region.
The achievement is being 

viewed as a landmark moment 
in the history of  rail connec‑
tivity in Jammu and Kashmir, 
where travel between Jammu 
and Srinagar tradition‑
ally depended on 
National 

Highway‑44, 
frequently disrupted 
by landslides, snowfall and 
adverse weather conditions.

Over the last 22 days, the 
train has maintained remark‑
able punctuality and operational 
reliability, providing commuters 
with a comfortable, efficient and 
dependable all‑weather travel 
alternative.

Expressing satisfaction over 
the achievement, Senior Divi‑
sional Commercial Manager, 
Jammu, Uchit Singhal said the 
overwhelming public response 

reflects the 
trust pas‑

s e n ‑
gers 

have 
placed in the 
service.

“Carrying over one lakh one 
thousand fifty passengers in just 
22 days is a moment of  immense 
pride for Northern Railway.

This remarkable P-06

CS Reviews Transport Deptt 
Performance; Stresses Safer Roads,

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre‑
tary, Atal Dulloo, chaired a 
comprehensive review meet‑
ing of  the Transport Depart‑
ment to assess the progress 
achieved in road safety, traf‑
fic enforcement, technology 
integration and implementa‑
tion of  key recommendations 
aimed at improving traffic 
management and reduc‑
ing road accidents across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting besides ACS 
PWD and Principal Secre‑
tary, Home was attended by 
Commissioner Secretary, 
Health; Commissioner Secre‑
tary, Law; Secretary, Trans‑
port; IGP, Traffic; Transport 
Commissioner; SIO, NIC and 

other concerned officers.
The meeting focused on 

the implementation status 
of  the recommendations of  
the Supreme Court Commit‑
tee on Road Safety (SCCoRS), 
functioning of  road safety 
mechanisms, enforcement 
initiatives, PM‑RAHAT 
scheme, electronic monitor‑
ing systems and other flag‑
ship interventions being 
undertaken by the Transport 
Department in coordination 
with allied agencies.

Expressing concern over 
the recent tragic road acci‑
dent in Udhampur district in 
which around 21 people lost 
their lives, the Chief  Sec‑
retary directed the Deputy 
Commissioners to submit 
comprehensive P-06

      Orchardists, Say ‘Survival Difficult’

‘Hailstorms Damage 30% Of Kashmir’s 

Agriculture, Horticulture Sector’
Kashmir Fruit Growers Demand Declaration Of  2026 As Disaster Year

WARIS FAYAZ

SRINAGAR: Kashmir’s horti‑
culture and agriculture sector 
has suffered nearly 30 percent 
damage due to repeated hail‑
storms across the Valley this 
year, leaving growers in deep 
financial distress and pushing 
many towards mounting debt, 
growers on Saturday said.

In a joint press conference 
in Sopore, President Kash‑
mir Fruit Growers & Dealers 
Association, Fayaz Ahmed 
Malik @ Kaka Ji, said 2026 has 
turned into a disastrous year 
for the agriculture as well 
as horticulture sector, with 
widespread damage reported 
from both South and North 
Kashmir following multiple 

hailstorm incidents over the 
past two months.

“Hailstorm havoc has 
caused nearly 30 percent 
damage to the Valley’s agri‑
culture and horticulture 
sector. Thousands of  orchard‑

ists and farmers have suffered 
huge losses and are now left 
with no option except taking 
loans from banks and other 
sources,” he said.

Kaka Ji, who heads Asia's 
second largest Fruit Mandi, 

Sopore said more than 12 
lakh people associated with 
the horticulture sector are 
suffering immensely due to 
the destruction caused to 
orchards and crops.

According to Kaka Ji, 
major damage was reported 
in Kulgam, Nehama and 
Shopian areas in April, while 
hailstorms on May 12 affected 
orchards in Kreeri, Wagora, 
Kreeri Kandi belt, Kunzer, 
Andergam and Lolipora in 
Baramulla district.

He said another spell of  
hailstorm on the same day 
caused losses in Matrigam 
Bandipora, Dardpora and 
Sumlar areas.

Referring to the latest hail‑
storm on May P-06

      2–3 Terrorists Trapped
Encounter Underway 
In Rajouri Forests

YOGESH

JAMMU: An encounter broke 
out between terrorists and secu‑
rity forces in the forest area of  
Jammu’s Rajouri district on 
Saturday.

An official said that the gun‑
fight erupted in the Dorimal 
forests after security forces 
launched a cordon and search 
operation based on specific intel‑
ligence inputs about the presence 
of  terrorists in the area.

“At least two to three Paki‑
stani terrorists are believed to 
be trapped. The operation is 
underway,” officials said.

“The hiding terrorists opened 
fire as security forces tight‑
ened the cordon, triggering an 
exchange of  fire. The intermit‑
tent firing was continuing when 
reports last came in,”  

In a post on X, the Army’s 
White Knight Corps said, 
“Today at around 11:30 AM, 
contact was established with 
terrorists in the general area 
of  Gambhir Muglan, Rajouri 
during an intelligence‑based 
joint operation conducted P-06

Short-Term Power Markets To 
Rescue ‘J&K’s 300 MWs gap’

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: With authori‑
ties projecting power deficit 
Upto 300 Megawatts (MWs) 
on the horizon, J&K State 
Load Despatch Center 
(SLDC) has decided 
to rely on short‑term 
power markets to 
bridge the gap.

Joint Electricity 
Regulatory Com‑
mission (JERC) in a 
meeting held in April, 
said that the authori‑
ties from Jammu and 
Kashmir have indicated that 
the region may face a minor 
power deficit of  100–300 MW.

“SLDC indicated a minor 
deficit (~100–300 MW) to be 
managed through short‑term 
markets. Revised figures to 
be submitted,” NRPC said.

J&K SLDC has further 
informed the regulatory com‑
mission that J&K may face a 
power deficit of  152 MWs in 
the ongoing month and 103 
MWs in the month of  June.

The NRPC was further 
informed that there was a 
79 MWs power deficit in the 
month of  April.

Earlier in April, reported 
that in the peak winters of  

2025‑2026, Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh 
were utilizing nearly 
1,000 Megawatts 
(MWs) of  coal and 
gas energy amid dip 
in hydel power gen‑

eration.
The official figures 

in this regard had revealed 
that in the month of Janu‑

ary‑2026, Jammu and Kash‑
mir and Ladakh were utilizing 
999.21 MWs of thermal energy 
including 870.14 MWs of coal 
and 129.7 MWs of gas energy 
from the allocated shares in 
joint and central sector utilities.

The figures reveal that 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh were allocated with 
a total of  3767.44 MWs of  
power from state, private and 
central share out of  which 
999.21 MWs were P-06
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Kashmir Literature 
Festival Announces 
Third Edition
Literary Giants, Diplomats, Cultural Icons to Converge at 
Srinagar’s Most Anticipated celebration

Declare 2026 as disaster year for J&K 
horticulture, agriculture: Sopore fruit mandi chief

Nasha Mukt Abhiyaan sees widespread public 

support, intensified enforcement across J&K

Director Census Operations J&K reviews 
Census-2027 preparations at JMC

J&K House Chanakyapuri gets 
modern VVIP makeover to ease 
dignitary stay in Delhi

Moments after referral to Srinagar, woman 
delivers baby on DH B'pora premises
CMO Bandipora visits DH, assures action if lapses found

3rd Round of Mass PTMs Across Kashmir
DSEK Expresses Gratitude to Parents

JMC conducts special 
sanitation drive at Deeli Pond

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Sriku-
la Foundation Saturday 
officially announced the 
third edition of  the Kash-
mir Literature Festival 
(KLF), bringing together 
some of  India’s and the 
world’s most distinguished 
voices in literature, diplo-
macy, and public life. The 
announcement was made 
at a press briefing held 
near Dal Lake in Srinagar, 
attended by media rep-
resentatives from across 
Jammu & Kashmir.

Naira Manzoor, Assis-
tant Director of  the Festival, 
along with Phillip Naith-
ram and Musaddiq Reyaz, 
addressed the media on the 
ethos, essence, and vision 
of  KLF 2026 — and why 
an event of  this scale mat-
ters deeply in a place like 
Srinagar and the broader 
Jammu & Kashmir region.

Now in its third edition, 
the Kashmir Literature 
Festival has grown into a 
landmark cultural event 
that extends well beyond 
the written word. KLF 
hosts book launches, cover 
launches, panel discussions, 
subject-based debates, and 
dialogues, alongside kara-
oke, open mic sessions, 
storytelling, poetry, and 
a celebration of  food and 
craft. The festival operates 
under the conviction that 
literature is one expression 
of  a far wider civilizational 
culture — and that Jammu 
& Kashmir deserves a plat-
form that honors that cul-

ture in its full breadth.Geo-
graphic Reference

KLF 2026 will bring 
together an exceptional 
gathering of  literary fig-
ures, thinkers, diplomats, 
and public servants. Con-
firmed attendees include 
Mrs Neerja Mattoo, Prof  
Khurshid Andrabi, Prof  
Amitabh Mattoo, Lt Gen 
Raj Shukla, Ambassador 
Deepak Vohra, and artist 
Rouble Nagi, among others.

The festival will also fea-
ture senior bureaucrats and 
diplomatic representatives, 
scholars, authors and entre-
preneurs reinforcing KLF’s 
position as a platform where 
intellectual rigor meets the 
highest levels of  public and 
civic life.

The Kashmir Literature 
Festival gratefully acknowl-
edges the continued support 
of  the District Government 
and the UT Administra-
tion of  Jammu & Kashmir. 
KLF 2026 is proud to count 
among its valued partners: 
Rising Kashmir, JIO News, 
Pausecast, BIG FM, Qafil-
la-e-Mohabbat, SMART, 
CRL Diagnostics, Rampage 
Media, and a growing list of  

partners to be announced.
“If  we inspire five people 

to write for the very first 
time, that is a good enough 
definition of  success,” the 
team shared. “Everyone 
who attends the festival 
goes back with some value 
addition when they leave 
the venue.”

At its core, KLF exists 
to celebrate what Kash-
mir has always been — a 
place of  poetry, learning, 
dialogue, and civilizational 
depth. The festival is free 
and open to all who value 
knowledge and culture.

The Kashmir Literature 
Festival (KLF) is a global 
festival organized by the Sri-
kula Foundation under the 
leadership of  Yuvraj Sriv-
astava. Now in its third edi-
tion, KLF is held annually in 
Srinagar and brings togeth-
er writers, poets, scholars, 
diplomats, and thinkers 
from across India and the 
world to celebrate the liter-
ary and cultural heritage of  
Jammu & Kashmir. For Reg-
istration please visit www.
kashmirliteraturefestival.
com Entry is free and open 
for students.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The ongo-
ing anti-drug campaign, 
‘Nasha Mukt JK Abhiyaan 
has recorded remarkable 
achievements and impact 
across awareness genera-
tion, rehabilitation, law 
enforcement, treatment, 
surveillance and preven-
tion initiatives, reflecting 
an unprecedented whole-
of-government approach 
against the menace of  sub-
stance abuse in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

As on today, the   cam-
paign has mobilized lakhs 
of  citizens, strengthened 
institutional response 
mechanisms, intensified 
anti-narcotics operations 
and expanded rehabili-
tation support systems 
throughout J&K.

Under the Drug free J&K 
-100 days campaign ,  mas-
sive Public Outreach and 
Awareness Drives are being 
held across the length and 
breadth of  Jammu and 
Kashmir.

As part of  the extensive 
awareness and outreach 
campaign, authorities con-
ducted an extraordinary 
16,37,484 awareness events 
across Jammu & Kashmir, 
with a staggering public par-
ticipation of  over one crore 
people, indicating wide-
spread community engage-
ment and growing public 
support for the anti-drug 
movement.

The outreach pro-
grammes included Mega 
pad-yatras, road shows , 
school and college cam-
paigns, village-level aware-
ness drives, signature 
campaigns,community 
meetings, youth engagement 
activities, sports events, cul-
tural events,seminars, coun-
selling sessions, and social 

media advocacy initiatives 
aimed at sensitizing society 
about the dangers of  drug 
addiction.

Under this campaign, 
Mental Health and Counsel-
ling Support services have 
also been strengthened as 
through Tele-MANAS and 
Counselling Support initia-
tive, around 3,572 calls were 
received from individu-
als seeking psychological 
support, counselling, and 
guidance related to mental 
health and substance abuse 
issues. Strengthening of  
accessible counselling ser-
vices has become a critical 
pillar of  the Administra-
tion’s strategy to ensure 
early intervention and emo-
tional support for vulnera-
ble individuals and families 
affected by addiction.

Treatment and Reha-
bilitation Services have 
also been expanded across 
J&K. Addiction Treatment 
Facilities (ATFs) of  Health 
department have reported 
substantial patient engage-
ment during the campaign 
period. 58,603 patients were 
received at treatment facili-
ties, with 58,138 patients 
availing OPD treatment ser-
vices, 465 patients IPD inten-
sive inpatient care, besides 
192 patients were cured and 
released.

Simultaneously, the 

Social Welfare Department-
operated DDAC Rehabili-
tation Centres provided 
Treatment and Rehabilita-
tion Services to affected 
individuals. 634 patients 
received treatment support, 
1,055 individuals underwent 
counselling sessions, 29 
patients successfully recov-
ered and 851 active patients 
continue to receive reha-
bilitation support in these 
centres.

Police department is 
also providing substantial 
Counselling and Rehabili-
tation Support services. 
Under Police run DDAC 
and counselling support 
initiatives, 451 patients 
were registered, 786 patients 
received counselling and 138 
patients recovered success-
fully, besides 363 active cases 
remain under monitoring 
and rehabilitation support.

Under this ongoing cam-
paign, an Aggressive Crack-
down on Drug Networks 
has also been launched by 
the enforcement agencies. 
Police Department’s NDPS 
operations witnessed exten-
sive action against drug 
trafficking networks and 
peddlers across J&K.

During the ongoing cam-
paign, 850 FIRs were regis-
tered under NDPS-related 
offences, 942 persons were 
arrested, 293 drug peddlers 

were apprehended and 49 
drug hotspots were identi-
fied for focused intervention.

The enforcement agen-
cies have also intensified 
financial investigations 
against narcotics syndi-
cates as authorities carried 
out major action against ille-
gally acquired assets linked 
to drug traffickers.

As on date, 55 drug traf-
ficker houses were sealed or 
demolished, 71 immovable 
properties were seized or 
attached valuing approxi-
mately ₹4,632.17 lakh,  34 
immovable properties were 
demolished valuing around 
₹1,648.50 lakh, besides 42 
movable properties were 
seized or attached valuing 
around ₹214.93 lakh.

The campaign also tar-
geted regulatory violations 
and logistical support sys-
tems associated with narcot-
ics trafficking. 414 driving 
licences were suspended 
or cancelled, 13 vehicle RCs 
were cancelled, 118 drug 
store licences were sus-
pended, 2 drug store licences 
were cancelled, besides 1,285 
Aadhaar cancellation appli-
cations were processed and 
119 passport impoundment 
applications were initiated.

During the ongoing cam-
paign, Enforcement agen-
cies achieved significant 
success in narcotics recov-
ery operations. 6,416.070 
grams and 8,019 milligrams 
of Herion, 47,206 grams and 
871 milligrams of  Charas 
and 251,697 grams and 1,116 
milligrams of  Ganja were 
seized till date.

Moreover, 22,474 tablets 
were seized besides 65 kilo-
grams of Poppy plants were 
destroyed and 47 kanals of  
poppy cultivation was also 
destroyed. These seizures 
have led to a major setback 
to narcotics supply chains 

operating in the region.
Under this campaign, 

Surveillance and Institu-
tional Monitoring has also 
been enhanced. As part 
of  preventive surveillance 
measures, 6,436 chemists 
were checked, 6,881 CCTV 
cameras were installed and 
2,127 schools and hospitals 
were inspected.

These surveillance mea-
sures are aimed at prevent-
ing illegal drug circulation 
near educational institu-
tions and sensitive public 
areas.

The Intelligence-Led Pre-
vention measures have also 
been strengthened under 
the campaign, with 386 sus-
pects examined, 3,045 drug 
peddlers and smugglers  
identified and 36 PIT-NDPS 
detentions  carried out.

These intelligence-based 
operations are being contin-
uously strengthened to dis-
mantle organized narcotics 
networks and prevent inter-
district and cross-border 
drug trafficking.

Remarkably, under 
the campaign significant 
number of  Padyatras have 
also been organised, wit-
nessing enormous public 
support and participation, 
to generate awareness 
among the masses about 
the impact of  drug abuse on 
the society. Sports and co-
curricular activities are also 
being held in educational 
institutions as well as from 
block and local levels to 
push youth towards sports 
for maintaining physical 
and mental health.

 “Nasha Mukt JK Abhi-
yaan”  is not merely an 
enforcement exercise but 
a comprehensive program 
aimed at protecting youth, 
strengthening families, and 
building a drug-free Jammu 
& Kashmir.

BILAL DAR

SOPORE:  Expressing 
alarm over fresh hail-
storms, the president of  
Asia's second-largest fruit 
mandi in Sopore on Satur-
day called upon the Jammu 
and Kashmir government 
to declare 2026 a 'disaster 
year' for the horticulture 
and agriculture sectors, 
warning that thousands of  
growers face financial ruin 
without urgent relief.

Fayaz Ahmed Malik, 
president of  the Sopore 
Fruit Mandi, told reporters 
that the horticulture sector 
sustains nearly 75 per cent 
of  the region's population, 
with around 12.5 lakh fami-
lies dependent on it.

He said hailstorms over 
the last 20-25 days have 
caused 100 per cent damage 
in Kulgam, Shopian, Kriri, 
Wangura, Tangbarak, 
Kundhar, Andargam and 
Lolipora. He added that 
parts of  Bandipora, includ-
ing Matarigam, Dardpora 
and Sumlar, along with 
several villages in Rupi-
abad, Zangem and Baram-

pora, have suffered up to 90 
per cent crop loss.

Malik alleged that the 
weather-based crop insur-
ance scheme, announced 
by the government, has 
not been implemented 
since March, leaving 
affected growers with no 
compensation.

He also demanded the 
rollout of  the MIS scheme 
for C-grade apples and a 
waiver of  Kisan Credit 
Card (KCC) loans up to Rs 
3 lakh.

"In other states, farmer 
loans are waived before 

elections, but that has not 
happened in J&K," Malik 
said, appealing to the Chief  
Minister, the Agriculture 
Minister and the central 
government to declare 2026 
a disaster year.

He warned that mar-
ginal growers with 500 to 
2,000 boxes are now debtors 
to banks and private lend-
ers. "If  compensation is not 
given, people may be forced 
to take extreme steps. Poor 
families are associated 
with this sector. They must 
get relief  in any case," he 
added.

SUHAIL RATHER

BANDIPORA: A pregnant 
woman delivered her baby 
inside a 108 ambulance 
just moments after being 
referred from District 
Hospital Bandipora to 
Srinagar, raising serious 
questions over the han-
dling of  the case by doctors 
on duty.

Kulsooma Begum, 
wife of  Azad Ahmad Dar 
of  Laharwalpora, was 
brought to the District Hos-
pital Bandipora on Friday 
after developing preg-
nancy-related complica-
tions. According to family 
members, despite being in 
active labour pain and in a 
critical condition, she was 
referred to Srinagar for 
advanced treatment.

However, shockingly, 
the woman delivered the 
baby inside the ambulance 
immediately after stepping 
out from the main gate of  
the hospital, while still 
within the hospital prem-
ises.

Relatives strongly ques-
tioned the referral decision 
and alleged negligence by 
the doctors concerned. 
They claimed the patient 
was shifted without proper 
management despite 
labour pains already 
having started.

“We want a fair investi-
gation. How can a woman 
in such a condition be 
referred when she deliv-
ered within minutes of  
leaving the hospital?” 
family members said.

Sources said a Consul-

tant from the Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology Depart-
ment had allegedly advised 
the Medical Officer to 
“manage and refer” the 
patient without personally 
examining her.

Following complaints 
from the family and public 
outrage, CMO Bandipora 
visited the hospital to 
assess the situation and 
assured that strict action 
would be taken if  any neg-
ligence is found.

Meanwhile, the Medical 
Superintendent of  District 
Hospital Bandipora has 
sought written explana-
tions from a Consultant 
OB/Gynae and a Lady 
Medical Officer regarding 
the circumstances that 
led to the delivery during 
transit.
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JAMMU: A review meet-
ing regarding the progress 
of  Self  Enumeration (SE) 
and preparations for the 
smooth conduct of  Census-
2027 was held Saturday in 
the conference hall of  the 
Jammu Municipal Cor-
poration under the chair-
manship of  Chief  Principal 
Census Officer/Director 
Census Operations, J&K 
Amit Sharma.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Principal Census 
Officer-(JMC Commis-
sioner) Dr. Devansh Yadav, 
besides all Census Charge 
Officers of  the Jammu 
Municipal Corporation.

During the meeting, the 
Chief  Principal Census 
Officer/Director Census 
Operations, J&K reviewed 
the overall progress 
achieved by JMC in connec-
tion with the preparations 

for Census-2027 within the 
JMC jurisdiction and its 
outgrowth areas.

Detailed discussions 
were held regarding the 
implementation of  Self  
Enumeration (SE), map-
ping of  House Listing 
Blocks and other prepa-
ratory activities being 
undertaken by the charge 
officers.

The Chief  Principal 
Census Officer-Direc-
tor Census Operations 
expressed satisfaction over 
the efforts and prepared-
ness displayed by the offi-
cers and officials of  JMC 
for the successful conduct of  
Census-2027. He appreciat-
ed the coordination among 
various departments and 
emphasized the importance 
of  timely completion of  all 
census-related activities.

He further directed 
the officers of  JMC to 
intensify the Self  Enu-

meration process through 
extensive public aware-
ness campaigns and wide 
publicity so that the maxi-
mum number of  citizens 
may register themselves 
through the SE platform. 
Stress was also laid on 
ensuring accuracy and 
transparency during the 
census exercise.

During the meeting, 
several technical issues 
related to House Listing 
Blocks and overlapping of  
maps for Census-2027 were 
also discussed and resolved 
on the spot in consultation 
with the technical team of  
the Census Department, 
Government of  India.

The meeting concluded 
with an assurance from all 
concerned officers to work 
in close coordination for 
ensuring the successful and 
smooth conduct of  Census-
2027 in Jammu city and 
adjoining outgrowth areas.
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SRINAGAR: Express-
ing heartfelt gratitude 
to parents and the wider 
community for their over-
whelming participation, 
Director School Education 
Kashmir, Naseer Ahmad 
Wani (JKAS), has lauded 
the remarkable success of  
the third round of  Mass 
Parent-Teacher Meetings 
(PTMs) conducted across 
all schools in the Kashmir 
Division.

The Directorate of  
School Education Kash-
mir (DSEK) successfully 
organized the Valley-wide 
Mass PTMs, witnessing an 
unprecedented turnout of  
over 5 lakh 70 thousand 
stakeholders, including 
students, parents, teachers 
and community members.

Held in accordance with 
the academic calendar for 
the session 2026, a total 
of  6,892 PTM events were 
conducted simultaneously 
across the Valley. As per 

official figures, participa-
tion included 3,32,173 stu-
dents, 1,64,365 parents and 
73,479 teachers and school 
heads, reflecting a deep-
rooted commitment to 
collaborative educational 
progress.

The massive participa-
tion across all districts 
stands as a testament to 
the growing trust and 
synergy between educa-
tional institutions and 
the community. These 
meetings provided a vital 
platform for constructive 
dialogue, enabling parents 
and teachers to engage 
meaningfully on students’ 
academic performance, 
behavioral development 

and overall well-being.
Special emphasis was 

also laid on the ongoing 
drug de-addiction cam-
paign across Jammu & 
Kashmir, with schools 
conducting awareness ses-
sions and discussions to 
sensitize parents and stu-
dents about the dangers of  
substance abuse and the 
importance of  preventive 
measures.

Senior functionaries, 
including Chief  Education 
Officers (CEOs), actively 
participated in the meet-
ings, personally interact-
ing with parents, address-
ing their concerns and 
ensuring prompt redressal 
wherever possible.
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NEW DELHI: Jammu 
and Kashmir House at 
Chanakyapuri unveiled its 
newly redeveloped VVIP 
accommodation facilities 
on Friday, adding critical 
capacity to the Union Ter-
ritory’s hospitality infra-
structure for the dignitaries 
visiting the national capital.

Resident Commission-
er, J&K, Ramesh Kumar, 
inaugurated the modern-
ized 4th floor of  C-Block 
in presence of  Additional 
Resident Commissioner 
Anil Kumar Sharma and 
senior officers of  the Resi-
dent Commission.

The upgrade has come 
after the reorganization 
of  the erstwhile State of  

Jammu and Kashmir, 
when A and B Blocks were 
transferred to the Union 
Territory of  Ladakh. That 
left J&K with only the 
ageing C-Block, sharply 
cutting accommodation 
for the visiting Ministers, 
MPs, senior civil and police 
officers, judicial officers 
and official delegations.

To address the gap, the 
administration undertook 
a comprehensive revamp of  
the 4th floor. The redesigned 
level now houses three 
suites including Pashmina, 
Hangul and Chinar and two 
VVIP rooms named as Tri-
kuta and Saffron. These all 
have been built on contem-
porary hospitality standards 
for comfort, security and a 
professional environment.
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JAMMU: As part of the ongoing 
CLEAN JAMMU GREEN JAMMU 
campaign launched by the Jammu 
Municipal Corporation, a special 
sanitation drive was conducted 
Saturday at Deeli area in Ward No. 
55. The drive was undertaken by 
the Health and Sanitation Wing of 
JMC with the objective of improv-
ing sanitation standards, preserv-
ing water bodies and promoting 
environmental sustainability in 
the area.

During the drive, extensive 
cleaning operations were carried 
out inside the pond as well as in 
the adjoining surroundings. The 
sanitation workers removed accu-
mulated waste, weeds, silt and 
other pollutants from the water 
body and nearby areas to restore 
cleanliness and improve the overall 

environment. The drive also aimed 
at spreading awareness among the 
local residents regarding the impor-
tance of keeping water bodies 
clean and preventing the dumping 
of waste into ponds and drains. 
The wet waste collected was sent 
to Bandurakh for composting.

To encourage and boost the 
morale of the sanitation work-
ers engaged in the operation, Dr. 
Devansh Yadav personally visited 
the site and reviewed the progress 
of the sanitation drive. He interact-
ed with the workers and appreciat-
ed their dedicated efforts towards 
maintaining cleanliness and 
hygiene across Jammu city. The 
Commissioner also issued on-the-
spot directions to the concerned 
officers to ensure regular cleaning 
and maintenance of ponds and 
other public spaces under the juris-
diction of the Corporation.
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Sakeena Itoo 
inaugurates Primary School 
Satrajan Bangiward
Lays foundation stone for ACR building at GMS Bangiward

Satish Sharma addresses NCC 

Cadets at SNIC 2026
Hails youth as pillars of national unity, progress
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KULGAM: Minister for 
Health and Medical Edu-
cation, Social Welfare and 
Education, Sakeena Itoo 
Saturday visited DH Pora 
Kulgam and inaugurated 
Primary School at Satrajan 
Bangiward.

She also laid founda-
tion stone for construction 
of  Additional Classroom 
(ACR) building at Govern-
ment Middle School (GMS) 
Bangiward.

 Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Minister reiterat-
ed the government’s com-
mitment towards upgrad-
ing educational institu-
tions across Jammu and 
Kashmir, particularly in 
rural and far-flung areas. 
She emphasized that qual-
ity infrastructure is essen-
tial for creating a condu-
cive atmosphere for effec-
tive teaching and learning.

“Strengthening educa-
tion sector and ensuring 
access to quality educa-
tion in far-flung and under-
served areas is what our 
Government strives for”, 
she stated.

The Minister under-
lined that the educational 
infrastructure forms the 
backbone of  social and 
economic progress and 

the government is priori-
tizing the development of  
schools across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The Minister said that 
the inauguration of  the 
Primary School at Satra-
jan Bangiward will sig-
nificantly benefit local stu-
dents by providing better 
academic facilities closer 
to their homes, while the 
additional classroom block 
at MS Bangiward will help 
improve the overall learn-
ing environment and 
accommodate increasing 
student enrolment.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of  holistic educa-
tional development, she 
directed the concerned 

officers to ensure timely 
completion of  all ongoing 
educational projects and 
maintain high standards 
in implementation.

Later, the Minister held 
a massive Public Darbar at 
Bangiward, where people 
from various adjoining 
areas projected a range 
of  public issues and devel-
opmental demands. Resi-
dents highlighted con-
cerns related to road con-
nectivity, drinking water 
supply, healthcare facili-
ties, electricity, school 
infrastructure and other 
civic amenities.

Sakeena Itoo gave a 
patient hearing to the 
grievances and assured 

the public that all genuine 
issues would be addressed 
in a phased and time-bound 
manner. She directed the 
concerned officers to take 
immediate action on press-
ing matters and ensure 
better public service deliv-
ery at the grassroots level.

The Minister empha-
sized that public outreach 
programmes and direct 
interaction with people 
are essential for respon-
sive governance and help 
bridge the gap between 
the administration and 
the public. She added that 
the government remains 
committed to equitable 
development and inclusive 
progress across all regions.

During the interaction, 
several delegations and 
individuals also submitted 
memorandums highlight-
ing local developmental 
requirements. The Minis-
ter assured them that their 
concerns would be exam-
ined on priority in coordi-
nation with the concerned 
departments.

Locals, parents and 
school staff  appreci-
ated the initiatives and 
expressed gratitude to the 
government for address-
ing the educational and 
infrastructural needs of  
the area.
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SRINAGAR: Minister 
for Food, Civil Supplies & 
Consumer Affairs, Trans-
port, Youth Services & 
Sports, Information Tech-
nology, ARI & Trainings, 
Satish Sharma, Saturday 
addressed a grand gath-
ering of  NCC cadets and 
Associate NCC Officers 
(ANOs) from across the 
country at the Special 
National Integration Camp 
(SNIC) 2026 organised at 
Badamibagh Cantonment, 
Srinagar.

The prestigious camp, 
being attended by nearly 
340 NCC cadets represent-
ing all 17 NCC Directorates 
of  the country, was attended 
by the young participants 
from diverse cultural, lin-
guistic and geographical 
backgrounds on a common 
platform of unity, discipline, 
leadership and national 
integration. Senior civil and 
military dignitaries were 
also present on the occasion.

The programme com-
menced with a ceremonial 
Guard of  Honour presented 
by NCC cadets, followed by a 
vibrant cultural programme 
showcasing the rich tradi-
tions, heritage and cultural 
diversity of  various states 
and union territories of  
India. The colourful perfor-
mances reflected the spirit 
of  “Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat” and highlighted the 
role of  youth in strengthen-
ing emotional and national 
integration.

Maj Gen Anupinder 
Bevli, VSM, Additional 
Director General, NCC 
Directorate Jammu, 
Kashmir & Ladakh, in his 
address, highlighted the 
significance of  the Special 
National Integration Camp 
in promoting cultural 
exchange, mutual under-
standing and lifelong bonds 
of  friendship among the 
youth. He also appreciated 
the support and cooperation 
extended by Chinar Corps, 
31 Sub Area and 216 Transit 
Camp towards the success-
ful conduct of  the camp.

Addressing the cadets, 
Satish Sharma extended a 
warm welcome to all par-
ticipants visiting Jammu & 
Kashmir and expressed hap-
piness over the enthusiasm 
and discipline displayed by 
the young cadets. He said 
that the National Cadet 
Corps has emerged as one 
of  the country’s most influ-
ential youth organisations, 
playing a pivotal role in 
shaping responsible, patri-
otic and socially conscious 
citizens.

The Minister observed 
that camps such as SNIC 
provide a unique oppor-
tunity to young cadets to 
experience the cultural 
richness and diversity of  
India while fostering broth-
erhood, unity and national 
pride. He remarked that the 
youth are the true ambassa-
dors of  peace, progress and 
harmony and have a crucial 
responsibility in building 
a strong, prosperous and 
inclusive India.

Recalling his personal 
connection with the armed 
forces as the son of  a sol-
dier, Satish Sharma lauded 
the role of  NCC in instilling 
values of  discipline, dedica-
tion, leadership and selfless 
service among the younger 
generation. He said that 
the organisation continues 
to inspire lakhs of  youth 
across the country to con-
tribute positively towards 
society and nation-building.

The Minister urged the 
cadets to remain committed 
to the ideals of  discipline, 
integrity and social respon-
sibility and encouraged 

them to become active par-
ticipants in developmental 
and nation-building initia-
tives. He stressed that youth 
empowerment through 
sports, education, technol-
ogy and skill development 
is essential for building a 
progressive and self-reliant 
nation.

Highlighting the grow-
ing menace of  drug abuse 
among youth, Satish 
Sharma called upon the 
cadets to become ambas-
sadors against drugs and 
spread awareness about 
healthy lifestyles, fitness 
and constructive social 
engagement. He said the 
discipline and leadership 
qualities imbibed through 
NCC can play a transforma-
tive role in guiding society 
towards a positive direction.

The Minister also appre-
ciated the initiative of  
organising the “NCC Unity 
Run – Run with Pride, Run 
for India” scheduled to be 
held at Nishat on May 24, 
stating that such activities 
promote fitness, unity and 
patriotic spirit among the 
youth.

Interacting with the 
cadets, Satish Sharma 
appreciated the warm cama-
raderie and enthusiasm 
witnessed during the camp 
and commended the efforts 
of  NCC authorities, Army 
personnel and organisers 
for providing meaningful 
exposure to the participants 
regarding the culture, heri-
tage and scenic beauty of  
Jammu & Kashmir.

Javed Rana reviews implementation 

of Forest Rights Act in J&K

Calls for wider awareness on FRA, SC-ST Atrocities Act 
among tribal communities

Javid Dar tours hailstorm hit Rafiabad, assures 

relief to affected farmers

J&K govt enforces austerity measures, 
restricts official expenditure

CM not missing, he is human being who 

can go anywhere: Chowdry Ramzan

Hits out at opposition over 'fake cases', defends Abdullah

Ravinder Raina Says BJP
 Has ‘Concrete Proof’ of 
Transfer Corruption

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology 
& Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed 
Rana, Saturday chaired 
an exhaustive meeting to 
review implementation of  
the Scheduled Tribes and 
Other Traditional Forest 
Dwellers (Recognition of  
Forest Rights) Act, 2006, 
in the Union Territory of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Minister took a 
comprehensive review of  
the status of  claims filed 
under the Forest Rights 
Act (FRA), functioning of  
various committees con-
stituted under the Act and 
measures being taken for 
safeguarding the rights of  
tribal communities.

Emphasising the need 
for greater public outreach, 
the Minister directed the 
concerned officers to inten-
sify awareness campaigns 
among tribal communities 
regarding the provisions 
of  the Forest Rights Act 
and the Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes (Pre-
vention of  Atrocities) Act, 
1989. He said that the eli-
gible beneficiaries must be 
made fully aware of  their 
legal and constitutional 

rights so that they can avail 
the benefits guaranteed 
under the law.

The Minister also 
reviewed the nomination 
of  members to Block, Dis-
trict and UT-level commit-
tees constituted under the 
Act. He stressed the need 
for timely nomination and 
effective functioning of  
these committees to ensure 
prompt disposal of  claims 
and transparent imple-
mentation of  the Act.

During the meeting, 
the Minister directed that 
all unattended claims be 
examined on priority and 
due action be taken strict-
ly in accordance with the 
provisions of  law. He reit-
erated that the objective 
of  the Act is to protect the 
legitimate rights of  forest 
dwellers and ensure justice 
to tribal communities.

The meeting was 
informed that Forest 
Rights Committees have 

largely been constituted 
across the Union Terri-
tory and the implementa-
tion process is underway 
in different districts.

The Minister further 
directed that any step 
regarding eviction, wher-
ever required, must strict-
ly follow due procedures 
established under law 
and in accordance with 
the guidelines laid down 
by the Supreme Court. He 
said that the rights and 
dignity of  tribal communi-
ties must be protected at all 
costs.

“The basic rights of  
tribal communities cannot 
be snatched and every 
action must remain within 
the framework of  law 
and justice,” the Minister 
asserted while reiterating 
the government’s commit-
ment towards safeguarding 
the rights and dignity of  
Scheduled Tribes and other 
traditional forest dwellers.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Senior 
National Conference leader 
and Rajya Sabha member 
Choudhary Muhammad 
Ramzan on Saturday dis-
missed opposition charges 
that Chief  Minister was 
"missing", asserting that 
he is a human being who 
can go anywhere.

Reacting to remarks by 
opposition leaders, Ramzan 
said, "Isn't the Chief  Min-
ister a human being? Can't 
he go anywhere? He was 
here all the time. If  he goes 
somewhere for 2-3 days, 
why should we give a miss-
ing report?" He termed the 
opposition's statement as 

unworthy of  comment.
Defending NC presi-

dent Dr Farooq Abdul-
lah, Choudhary Ramzan 
hit out at the opposition 
over what he called "fake 
cases" and warned of  land 
scrutiny against BJP lead-
ers. Responding to a query 
regarding Leader of  Oppo-
sition's claim that Abdul-
lah's Jammu residence is on 
forest land, Ramzan said the 
NC president had bought the 
land himself  20-30 years ago.

"If  scrutiny begins, 
thousands of  canals of  
land will be exposed from 
Sunil Sharma and his party 
people," Ramzan said, claim-
ing to have records from his 
two tenures as Forest Minis-

ter in 1987 and 1996. "I know 
everything... So don't talk 
too much. He is the best," 
he added.

On the demolition drive 
in Sidra area, the former 
Forest Minister termed the 
eviction of  poor landless 
people a "heinous crime" 
and said the government is 
waiting for a probe report. 
He said minister Rana vis-
ited the spot and a commit-
tee has been formed.

"The government's job 
is not to demolish landless 
poor people. If  someone 
has built illegally, the gov-
ernment didn't make them 
do it," Ramzan said, urging 
authorities to take action 
against the guilty. (KNS).

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir government 
has announced a series 
of  austerity measures for 
the financial year 2026-27, 
including a ban on official 
dinners and restrictions on 
purchase of  new vehicles, 
foreign travel and creation 
of  posts, officials said on 
Saturday.

The measures were 
issued through Govern-
ment Order No. 198-F of  
2026 dated May 22 by the 
Finance Department as part 
of  efforts to enforce fiscal 
discipline and rationalise 
expenditure.

According to the order, 
departments have been 
directed to avoid holding 
seminars, conferences and 
workshops outside the 
Union Territory unless 
unavoidable. Conduct-
ing official meetings and 
events in private hotels and 
commercial venues has 
also been prohibited, with 
departments asked to use 
government infrastructure 
instead.

The government has 
imposed a ban on official 
lunches, dinners, recep-
tions and hospitality events, 

except those hosted by the 
Lieutenant Governor and 
the Chief Minister.

Purchase of  new gov-
ernment vehicles has also 
been restricted and will 
be allowed only in excep-
tional circumstances after 
approval from the Finance 
Department. Departments 
have been directed to ensure 
pooling and optimum use of  
existing vehicles to reduce 
fuel and maintenance 
expenses.

The order said foreign 
travel by officials would 
require specific approval 
from the Finance Depart-
ment, while officers trav-
elling within the country 
have been asked to travel 
in economy class irre-
spective of  entitlement. 
Departments have also 
been advised to rely more 
on video conferencing to 
cut travel expenditure.

To reduce operational 
costs, departments have 
been instructed to minimise 
use of  generators, air-con-
ditioning systems, lighting 
and official vehicles. Offices 
have also been directed to 
reduce paper consumption 
and shift towards digital 
governance practices.

The Finance Department 

has further barred hiring of  
new office spaces without 
prior approval and restrict-
ed procurement of furniture 
except for newly established 
offices. Old furniture and 
condemned vehicles are to 
be auctioned.

In another major deci-
sion, the government said 
no new posts would be creat-
ed, while vacant posts lying 
unfilled for more than two 
years could be surrendered. 
Hiring of  consultants, out-
sourcing agencies and 
contractual staff  will also 
require prior approval and 
assessment of  necessity.

The order also prohib-
its fresh financial com-
mitments for schemes not 
included in the approved 
Budget Estimates for 2026-
27 and restricts spending on 
non-priority works under 
the Capex Budget unless 
specifically cleared by the 
Finance Department.

Administrative Secretar-
ies have been made respon-
sible for ensuring compli-
ance with the austerity 
measures, while Finance 
Directors and Financial 
Advisors have been asked 
to submit periodic reports 
to the Finance Department, 
officials said.(KNS).

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Amid 
growing concerns over 
weather-induced losses 
to the Horticulture and 
Agriculture sectors, Min-
ister for Agriculture Pro-
duction, Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayati Raj, 
Cooperative and Election 
Department, Javid Ahmad 
Dar, on Saturday under-
took an extensive tour of  
hailstorm-affected areas 
in Rafiabad constituency 
of  Baramulla district to 
assess the damage caused 
to crops and orchards.

During the visit, the 
Minister conducted on-the-
spot inspection of  affected 
agricultural fields and 
orchards, where the stand-
ing crops and fruit-bearing 
plants have suffered exten-

sive damage following 
the recent hailstorm and 
inclement weather condi-
tions. He interacted with 
the farmers, orchardists 
and local residents, who 
apprised him of  the scale 
of  losses incurred and 
sought immediate govern-
ment intervention.

Expressing deep con-
cern over the hardships 
faced by the farming com-
munity, Javid Dar assured 
the affected families that 
the government remains 
fully committed to support 
them during this challeng-
ing period. He said that all 
genuine cases of  crop and 
orchard damage would be 
thoroughly assessed and 
relief  measures extended 
in accordance with govern-
ment norms.

“The welfare of  farmers 

remains the government’s 
top priority. Every possible 
support will be provided to 
mitigate the losses suffered 
by the affected growers,” 
the Minister said while 
interacting with locals.

He directed the officers 
of  the Agriculture and Hor-
ticulture Departments to 

immediately undertake a 
comprehensive field survey 
and submit a detailed 
assessment report at the 
earliest to facilitate timely 
compensation and relief  
measures.

The Minister also 
instructed the concerned 
departments to intensify 

awareness campaigns 
among the farmers regard-
ing modern crop protection 
measures, disaster mitiga-
tion practices and various 
government-sponsored 
schemes aimed at safe-
guarding the agricultural 
produce from weather-
related calamities. He fur-
ther stressed the need for 
ensuring maximum cover-
age of  farmers under crop 
insurance schemes as per 
the prescribed guidelines.

Highl ight ing  the 
increasing vulnerability 
of  the agriculture sector 
to extreme weather events, 
Javid Ahmad Dar empha-
sized the importance of  
strengthening the crop 
protection infrastructure 
and improving disaster 
response mechanisms to 
minimise future losses.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Senior BJP 
leader Ravinder Raina 
on Saturday alleged cor-
ruption in transfers and 
postings, claiming that his 
party possesses concrete 
evidence and that minis-
ters were involved in the 
alleged malpractice.

Talking to reporters, 
Raina said the allega-
tions were being made 
“with responsibility” and 
asserted that evidence 
could be produced if  the 
government was willing to 
examine the matter.

“We have evidence of  
corruption in transfers. 
If  the government wishes, 
we can produce evidence. 
We have concrete proof,” 
Raina told reporters.

He further alleged that 
ministers were involved in 
the process and claimed 

that money had alleg-
edly been demanded or 
accepted in connection 
with transfers. “There 
is involvement of  minis-
ters. We are talking with 
responsibility,” he said.

Raina said employees 
from whom money was 
allegedly demanded or 
taken, as well as those who 
allegedly paid money, could 
be produced before the 
Chief  Minister if  the gov-
ernment showed interest in 
investigating the claims.

“All the employees 
or evidence from whom 
money was taken or 
demanded or who gave 
money will be produced 
before the Chief  Minister 
if  he is interested,” he said.

The BJP leader, however, 
did not publicly disclose 
names, documentary proof, 
or specific instances while 
speaking to reporters. [KNT]
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Rising Fuel Prices 

F
or the third time in less than ten days, 
the numbers at the fuel pumps across 
Jammu and Kashmir have ticked upward. 
While to some it might just look like a 
minor adjustment on a digital screen, to 

the people living here, it feels like another heavy 
weight added to an already exhausting load.
In Kashmir, fuel isn't just about keeping cars 
moving; it is the invisible thread that ties the 
entire local economy together. When petrol 
and diesel prices climb, the shockwaves are felt 
almost instantly, not just by drivers, but at kitchen 
tables, in local markets, and across farmlands.
For the region's transport operators, the timing 
couldn't be worse. Right now, Kashmir is in the 
middle of its peak tourist season. Drivers who 
ferry visitors to the breathtaking vistas of Gul-
marg, Pahalgam, and Sonamarg are watching 
their profit margins evaporate into their fuel 
tanks. There is a quiet anxiety among tourism-
dependent businesses that higher travel costs 
might push visitors to cut their trips short, hurting 
a season everyone relies on to survive the winter.
Meanwhile, out in the rural areas, farmers are 
stepping into their fields for the paddy sowing 
season. Tractors need diesel.Irrigation pumps 
need diesel. Market transport needs diesel.
Against a backdrop of unpredictable weather 
and shrinking returns, this latest hike feels like 
another penalty for simply trying to grow food.
The government point to rising international 
crude oil prices and ongoing tensions in West 
Asia as the culprits. But global geopolitics 
offer little comfort to a father wondering why 
a basket of vegetables or a bag of cement sud-
denly costs more than it did last week.
Similarly, advice from New Delhi suggesting 
people switch to public transport or embrace 
work-from-home options doesn't quite fit 
the reality on the ground. In many parts of 
Kashmir, reliable public transport is a luxury, 
not a given. For thousands of people, relying 
on private vehicles or local shared cabs isn't 
a lifestyle choice—it’s the only way to get to 
work, school, or a hospital.
"Fuel price hikes may begin at oil depots, but 
their impact reaches every home."
With unemployment and economic uncertainty 
already weighing heavily on the region, this 
latest round of price increases has reignited 
a desperate plea for relief. There is a growing 
chorus calling on both the Central government 
and the Union Territory administration to step 
in—perhaps by slashing local taxes on fuel—to 
give transporters, farmers, and middle-class 
families some breathing room.
At a time when the people of Kashmir are simply 
looking for a period of stability and a chance to 
build a secure future, these compounding costs 
are making the simple act of navigating everyday 
life feel like an uphill battle.

      Qurbani With Wisdom

Protecting Faith, Law, And 
Communal Harmony On Eid-Ul-Azha

DR. REYAZ AHMAD

E
id-ul-Azha is one of  the most 
meaningful occasions in the 
Islamic calendar. It is not 
merely a festival of  food, 
gathering, and celebration; 

it is a spiritual reminder of  sacrifice, 
obedience, humility, and compassion. 
The act of  qurbani is connected with 
the great example of  Prophet Ibrahim, 
peace be upon him, whose willingness to 
surrender before the command of  Allah 
became a timeless lesson for humanity. 
Therefore, qurbani is not only about the 
animal that is sacrificed; it is about the 
intention, discipline, generosity, and 
moral transformation that the sacrifice 
should create within a believer.

However, in the present social and 
political context, especially in places 
where cow sacrifice has become a sen-
sitive issue, Muslims need to approach 
Eid-ul-Azha with both faith and wisdom. 
A religious act should never become a 
cause of  unnecessary conflict, legal 
difficulty, social tension, or communal 
misunderstanding. The real beauty 
of  religion lies not only in performing 
rituals, but in performing them with 
responsibility, dignity, and awareness 
of  the society in which we live.

In India, the question of  cow slaugh-
ter is legally and emotionally sensitive. 
Laws related to cattle slaughter are not 
uniform across the country; they differ 
from state to state. Some states have 
strict bans, some allow slaughter under 
specific conditions, and some impose 
age, certification, or veterinary approv-
al requirements. Recent reports around 
Eid-ul-Azha have also shown religious 
leaders advising people to follow gov-
ernment rules, avoid confrontation, and 
choose permissible alternatives such 
as goats or sheep where cattle sacrifice 
may create tension. (The Times of  India)

This is where wisdom becomes 
essential. Islam has never made qur-
bani dependent on only one animal. 
Depending on local custom, afford-
ability, and legal permission, qurbani 
may be performed through goats, sheep, 
cattle, buffaloes, or camels, provided 

the animal fulfills the required religious 
conditions. International Islamic relief  
organizations also mention goats, sheep, 
cows, buffaloes, and camels among eligi-
ble qurbani animals, with emphasis on 
humane slaughter and proper distribu-
tion of  meat. (Islamic Relief  Worldwide) 
Therefore, when a particular animal 
becomes a source of  legal or social 
dispute, choosing another permissible 
animal does not weaken faith; rather, 
it reflects maturity and understanding.

The central issue is not whether Mus-
lims have the right to perform qurbani. 
The right to religious practice is impor-
tant and must be respected. The real issue 
is how this right should be exercised in 
a diverse society where different com-
munities have different sensitivities. A 
democratic society must protect religious 
freedom, but religious communities must 
also act with public responsibility. Rights 
and responsibilities must move together. 
If  one is separated from the other, society 
becomes vulnerable to mistrust, provoca-
tion, and conflict.

Muslim scholars, community lead-
ers, and educated citizens have an 
important role to play here. They should 
clearly communicate that the purpose 
of  qurbani is not to challenge any com-
munity, provoke emotions, or display 
power. Its purpose is worship, charity, 
and obedience to Allah. If  the same wor-
ship can be performed through a goat or 
sheep in a more peaceful way, then this 
option deserves serious consideration in 
sensitive areas. This is not surrender; it 
is wisdom. It is not fear; it is foresight. It 
is not compromise with faith; it is pro-
tection of  faith from being dragged into 
avoidable controversy.

At the same time, governments and 
administrations must act with fair-

ness, transparency, and sensitivity. 
Law enforcement should not become 
selective or discriminatory. If  there are 
legal restrictions, they should be com-
municated clearly before Eid, not used 
suddenly to create fear or confusion. 
Authorized slaughterhouses, veterinary 
certification processes, hygiene facili-
ties, and public-order arrangements 
should be made accessible and practi-
cal. Peace cannot be created only by 
issuing prohibitions; it must be sup-
ported through proper planning and 
equal treatment.

The community also needs to reform 
certain practices that damage the digni-
ty of  qurbani. Public display of  slaugh-
ter, careless disposal of  waste, unhy-
gienic surroundings, loud arguments, 
and provocative videos on social media 
all harm the image of  Eid-ul-Azha. 
Islam teaches cleanliness, compassion, 
and dignity. A qurbani performed in a 
disorderly or provocative manner may 
technically fulfill a ritual, but it fails to 
reflect the higher moral spirit of  Islam. 
The knife should not be sharper than 
our sense of  responsibility.

Social media has made the issue even 
more sensitive. A single image, video, or 
careless caption can travel across com-
munities within seconds and create anger, 
fear, or political exploitation. Therefore, 
one practical solution is to avoid post-
ing slaughter-related visuals online. Eid 
should be shared through messages of  
compassion, charity, family bonding, and 
service to the poor. Let the world see the 
spiritual and humanitarian side of  qur-
bani, not only its physical act.

Another important solution is com-
munity-level planning. Local mosques, 
scholars, welfare groups, and respon-
sible citizens should create clear guide-

lines before Eid. These guidelines may 
include: follow local law, avoid disputed 
animals in sensitive areas, use autho-
rized places, maintain hygiene, dis-
tribute meat respectfully, avoid public 
display, and prevent provocative online 
content. Such guidance should be deliv-
ered in Friday sermons, community 
meetings, WhatsApp groups, and local 
announcements. Prevention is always 
better than crisis management.

The deeper lesson of  Eid-ul-Azha is 
sacrifice. But today, perhaps the sacrifice 
needed from us is not only the sacrifice 
of  an animal. We may also need to sac-
rifice ego, stubbornness, anger, and the 
desire to prove a point. If  choosing a goat 
instead of  a cow can save a neighborhood 
from tension, protect young people from 
legal trouble, and preserve the dignity of  
a religious festival, then that choice itself  
becomes an act of  wisdom.

A mature community is not one that 
reacts emotionally to every provocation. A 
mature community is one that knows when 
to stand firm, when to stay calm, and when 
to choose a lawful and peaceful alternative. 
The strength of faith is not measured by 
confrontation. It is measured by patience, 
discipline, and moral clarity.

Eid-ul-Azha should not become a 
season of  fear, suspicion, or political 
exploitation. It should remain what it 
was meant to be: a festival of  sacrifice, 
compassion, charity, and nearness to 
Allah. The poor should receive food, 
families should feel joy, neighbors 
should feel safe, and society should 
witness the beauty of  responsible faith.

Therefore, the solution lies in a bal-
anced path: protect the religious spirit 
of  qurbani, respect the law of  the land, 
understand the emotions of  others, and 
act with wisdom. Where cow sacrifice is 
legally restricted or socially explosive, 
Muslims should choose other permissi-
ble animals. Where slaughter is allowed, 
it should be done lawfully, privately, 
hygienically, and respectfully.

The real message of  Eid-ul-Azha is 
not to insist on an animal at the cost 
of  peace. The real message is to submit 
to Allah with humility and to serve 
humanity with compassion. When qur-
bani is performed with wisdom, it does 
not divide society; it purifies hearts and 
strengthens harmony.

Author is Faculty of  Mathematics, 
Department of  General Education 

HUC, Ajman, UAE. He can be mailed at 
reyaz56@gmail.com

BEYOND COMMERCIALISATION

Reclaiming Public Health As A Social Justice Imperative

DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

I
n a vast and diverse country like 
India, public health is not just 
a question of medical care but 
also a matter of social justice, 
economic equality, and demo-

cratic accountability. A nation's prog-
ress is measured by the health status 
of its citizens. If large segments of  
society are deprived of treatment, 
medicines, nutrition, and primary 
health care, claims of  economic 
development prove hollow. Unfor-
tunately, over the past few decades, 
the health sector has been rapidly 
commercialised in many countries 
around the world, including India. 
Healthcare, which should have been 
fundamentally a human right, has 
gradually transformed into a profit-
making industry. Private hospitals, 
expensive medicines, insurance-
based treatments, and corporate 
medical systems have alienated ordi-
nary citizens, especially the poor and 
rural communities, from healthcare. 
At this juncture, the role of the Indian 
state becomes crucial to strengthen 
the public health system and ensure 
its access to the grassroots.

The biggest problem in India's 
healthcare sector is inequal-
ity. While metropolitan cities have 
state-of-the-art hospitals and super-
speciality facilities, even primary 
health centres in remote rural areas 
lack adequate doctors, medicines, 
and equipment. According to the 
World Health Organization, the 
availability and accessibility of  
healthcare is a primary responsi-
bility of  any democratic state. How-
ever, in India, millions of  people are 
unable to access treatment solely 
due to financial constraints. The 
cost of  private hospitals is so high 
that a serious illness can push an 

entire family into poverty. National 
Health Accounts reports indicate 
that out-of-pocket expenditure on 
healthcare in India remains very 
high. This means that people have 
to pay a significant portion of  their 
treatment costs out of  their own 
pockets. This is the most danger-
ous consequence of  marketisation.

To expand public health services, 
the state must first strengthen the 
primary health care system. Pri-
mary Health Centres (PHCs) and 
Community Health Centers (CHCs) 
are considered the backbone of  the 
health system in India's villages and 
small towns. However, most centres 
face problems such as a shortage 
of  doctors, lack of  medicines, poor 
buildings, and inadequate equip-
ment. The government should 
substantially increase the health 
budget and equip these institu-
tions with modern facilities. Every 
primary health center should be 
mandated to have a regular doctor, 
trained nurses, lab facilities, and 
essential medicines. If  primary 
health care becomes easier to diag-
nose and treat, it will reduce pres-
sure on larger hospitals and prevent 
poor people from migrating to cities.

Additionally, decentralisation 
of health services is essential. Rely-
ing solely on district hospitals poses 
significant challenges for people in 
remote areas. State governments 
should expand health services down 
to the Panchayat level. Strengthening 
ASHA workers, Anganwadi services, 
and community health volunteers can 
promote health awareness and prima-
ry care in rural areas. The COVID-19 
pandemic has highlighted the crucial 
role of locally trained health workers. 
If these workers are provided with 
better training, respectable salaries, 
and resources, they can play a signifi-
cant role in delivering health services 
to every household.

The use of  technology in the 
health sector can also be an effec-
tive means of  increasing access at 
the grassroots level. Systems like 
telemedicine, mobile health units, 
and digital health records can help 

provide specialised services in 
remote areas. India has many vil-
lages where specialist doctors are 
difficult to reach. Online consulta-
tions and digital diagnostic services 
can play a vital role in such areas. 
However, technology must be devel-
oped as a complementary medium, 
not a substitute for human contact. 
Digital health services require the 
presence of  local health workers so 
that even people with low literacy 
can benefit from these services.

Affordable and universal drug 
availability is also an essential aspect 
of public health expansion. Drug 
prices in the private market are con-
stantly rising. The state should expand 
Jan Aushadhi Kendras and effectively 
implement the price-control policy for 
essential medicines. Availability of free 
or very affordable medicines for the 
poor and lower middle class can play 
a significant role in reducing health 
inequalities. Essential diagnostic facili-
ties and medicines should also be made 
available free of charge in government 
hospitals so that people do not have to 
rely on private laboratories and medi-
cal stores.

Lack of  human resources is also 
a major challenge for expanding 
healthcare services in India. Rural 
areas face a severe shortage of  doc-
tors and specialists, as most physi-
cians prefer to work in urban areas. 
To address this problem, the govern-
ment should develop policies that 
encourage rural service. Making 
rural service mandatory for medical 

students, providing better salaries, 
housing, and security facilities, and 
providing opportunities for local 
youth in medical education could 
be useful steps. Training doctors 
and health workers from the local 
community in rural areas would 
enhance both the sustainability and 
reliability of  healthcare services.

Preventive health care must 
also be prioritised in the public 
health sector. India's health system 
still focuses heavily on post-dis-
ease treatment, while investment 
in areas such as sanitation, nutri-
tion, vaccination, and health edu-
cation remains relatively low. If  
states strengthen programmes 
such as clean drinking water, 
nutrition programmes, mental 
health awareness, and regular 
health checkups, many diseases 
can be prevented at an early stage. 
This will not only improve public 
health but also reduce the finan-
cial burden on the health system.

The state must also play an active 
role in regulating the private health 
sector. Exorbitant fees, unnecessary 
testing, and commercial exploita-
tion by private hospitals have 
become commonplace. Patients' 
helplessness is often exploited as 
a means to profit. The government 
must develop a robust regulatory 
framework that monitors treatment 
fees, drug prices, and medical ethics. 
Leaving healthcare solely to the 
market would be an abdication of  
the democratic state's responsibility.

It is also important to increase 
the effectiveness of health insurance 
schemes. Schemes like Ayushman 
Bharat have provided relief to poor 
families, but a large number of people 
remain outside their reach. Insurance 
schemes often limit hospital-based 
treatment to primary health servic-
es, and primary health services are 
underserved. The state must ensure 
that health insurance schemes cover 
not only treatment but also preven-
tion, nutrition, and primary care.

Additionally, public-private part-
nerships in the health sector must 
be balanced and transparent. While 
leveraging private sector expertise 
and resources can be beneficial, 
public interest must remain para-
mount. If  profit-making becomes 
the primary objective, the poor and 
vulnerable will once again be mar-
ginalised. Therefore, the govern-
ment must formulate policies that 
focus on social responsibility and 
equitable access.

Ultimately, public health is a 
fundamental responsibility of  any 
democratic society. It cannot be 
allowed to become a commodity of  
the market. Expanding healthcare 
services in India is not simply a 
question of  increasing the number 
of  hospitals but rather a matter of  
social justice, equal opportunity, 
and protecting human dignity. The 
state must increase investment in 
the health sector, strengthen the 
primary health infrastructure, 
make balanced use of  technology 
and human resources, and establish 
effective controls on uncontrolled 
private sector marketisation.

If  India truly wants to become 
an inclusive and developed nation, 
it must recognise that healthy citi-
zens are the greatest asset of  any 
strong democracy. Strengthening 
the public health system is not 
just a government responsibility 
but also a national responsibility 
towards future generations.

(Dr. Priyanka Saurabh, PhD 
(Political Science), is a poet and 

social thinker.)
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     From Charity To Justice

Why We Need A Convention On The Rights Of Older Persons
BOBBY RAMAKANT

W
e are living in an age 
of  ageing with a fast-
growing number of  
older people. Life 
e x p e c t a n cy  h a s 

increased significantly over the past 
years. Japan has nearly 100,000 people 
aged 100 or older - the highest in the 
world, with women comprising rough-
ly 88% of  this population. By 2050 the 
population of  persons above 60 years 
of  age is projected to grow to 2.1 bil-
lion (nearly one fifth of  the total global 
population).

"The rights of  older people have 
been neglected for long. At best they 
are treated as recipients of  charity, 
rather than as an asset to society. From 
my lived experience, I would like to 
reaffirm that we, the so-called elderly 
persons, are not asking for mercy. We 
are asking for our long overdue rights. 
We need to be recognised - not as bur-
dens, but as rights holders and as vital 
contributors to families, communities, 
economies and public life. We do not 
need shelter homes but the right to live 
a fulfilling life," said Shobha Shukla, 
founder leader of  Development Justice 
for Older Persons (DJ4OP) and host of  
SHE & Rights.

It is heartening to see that finally 
the UN has woken up to this reality and 
started the process to draft a legally 
binding UN treaty to protect human 
rights of  older persons (formally called 
the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of  Older Persons).  Shobha 
Shukla was one of  those with lived 
experience when drafting of  legally 
binding treaty began earlier this year.

This legally binding treaty would 
outlaw prejudices - based explicitly 
on chronological age - in law, employ-
ment, and society; guarantee older 
adults the right to make independent 
decisions regarding their care and life 
choices; establish enforceable legal 
frameworks to protect older individu-
als from physical, emotional, and 
financial exploitation; ensure equita-
ble, high-quality, and affordable physi-
cal and mental healthcare; and protect 
access to pensions, financial security, 
and inclusion in community life.

Meanwhile, the UN Human Rights 
Council has established an intergov-
ernmental working group (IGWG) to 
draft this new international treaty.

While opening the intergovernmen-
tal working group meet in Geneva 
earlier this year, Nada Al-Nashif, 
UN Deputy High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, who is a senior citi-
zen herself, had said that "meaningful 
participation is essential. Older per-
sons themselves - in all their diversity, 
including older women, older persons 
with disabilities, those belonging to 
indigenous peoples, minorities and 
rural communities - must be actively 
engaged in this process. Civil society 
organisations, national human rights 
institutions and independent experts 
bring indispensable experience, data 
and insight. An inclusive and trans-
parent process will strengthen both 
the legitimacy and the quality of  the 

outcome."
The first session of  this intergovern-

mental working group is slated to be 
held from 13 to 17 July 2026 in Geneva.

Decade of healthy ageing
The UN Decade of  Healthy Ageing 

(2020- 2030), is another global collabo-
ration led by the WHO to improve the 
lives of  older persons. In fact one of  
the agendas at the ongoing global meet 
of  health ministers (formally called 
as the 79th World Health Assembly - 
WHA79 or WHA 2026) was a report on 
the Decade of  Healthy Ageing 2020–
2030.

The WHO Global Network for Age 
Friendly Cities and Communities too 
demonstrates strong global commit-
ment to improving environments that 
help support older people be and do 
what they value.

A special SHE & Rights session at 
Women Deliver Conference 2026 in 
Australia focussed on the issues relat-
ed to achieving the human rights of  
older persons, with a focus on women, 
indigenous peoples, persons with dis-
abilities, and other marginalised and 
vulnerable communities – with life-
cycle approach.

“Ageism is one big elephant in the 
room. It includes harmful norms, 
stereotypes, narratives and tropes 
against older persons. It affects women 
more than men; less educated more 
than better educated. To be a gender 
diverse person or a woman or one with 
disability and to be elderly is double 
trouble in many countries including 
India, more so if  you stand up against 
ageism and do not fit into the norm. 
Subtle nuances of  ageism abound in 
every nook and corner and lurk where 
you least expect them - homes, society 
at large, workplace, industry, health-
care facilities, media... the list is end-
less”, said Shobha Shukla, leader of  
Development Justice for Older Persons 
(DJ4OP).

In Argentina, social protection 
for older persons is fragile as often 

lacks optimal resources especially 
for healthcare, said Dr Mabel Bianco, 
a noted feminist leader and founder, 
Foundation for Studies and Research 
on Women (FEIM) and 2024 Director 
for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
International Federation of  Ageing 
(IFA). Dr Mabel agrees with Shobha 
Shukla that harmful stereotypes like 
ageism blocks access of  older persons 
to sexual health services.

Dr Pam Rajput, Emeritus Professor, 
Panjab University, India, and former 
Chairperson of  Government of  India's 
High-Level Committee on the Status 
of  Women, shared her personal testi-
mony of  duty travels when she, being 
a senior citizen herself, needs to travel 
via airplanes. One question she is fre-
quently asked is ‘if  she is travelling 
alone,’ which stinks of  harmful ste-
reotypes. Why is it difficult for people 
to comprehend that older persons, 
especially women, may also travel for 
work? Unless we normalise economic 
rights along with gender, social and 
cultural rights of  older persons espe-
cially women, we would not be able 
to address ageism and the challenge 
which population ageing poses.

In Indonesia, around 12% of  popula-
tion is of  older persons (~35 million). 
By 2045, ~20% of  Indonesian popula-
tion is expected to be of  older persons. 
This means that protecting the rights, 
health and dignity of  older persons is 
not a ‘future concern’ but a present 
responsibility. Persons with disabili-
ties are twice as likely to face health 
problems”, said Dr Imran Pambudi, 
Director of  Vulnerable Groups Health 
Services, Ministry of  Health, Indone-
sia.

According to Rita Widiadana, a 
senior citizen as well as a senior 
journalist and editor from Indone-
sia, "It can be challenging to live as 
elder persons in Indonesia. For most 
women over 60, the challenges are even 
harder. The society and the media as 
well, often associate older men with 

wisdom and rich experience, but elder-
ly women are persistently portrayed as 
caregiver who are vulnerable and frail 
rather than independent and empow-
ered individuals (and with wisdom and 
rich experience too)."

"It is unfortunate that media depic-
tion of  elderly women negatively 
affects societal perceptions that con-
tribute to various discriminations in 
families, in the workplace and in daily 
life. It is high time for us to recognise 
their social and economic contribu-
tions that they make to their families, 
communities and to be included in a 
large variety of  national development 
programme," added Rita Widiadana, 
former Editor of  The Jakarta Post and 
Board Member of  Asia Pacific Media 
Alliance for Health, Gender and Devel-
opment Justice (APCAT Media). Rita is 
also on advisory board of  Development 
Justice for Older Persons (DJ4OP).

Word 'retired' reeks of ageism
"At the workplace, there is the age-

related archaic retirement system – the 
word ‘retired’ itself  reeks of  ageism. 
One does not retire (except perhaps 
when she/he/they is perpetually 
bedridden) as long as one lives. Yes, 
we do change our path and move in 
new directions. Instead, there must 
be support systems in place to ensure 
that older persons can make a choice 
with dignity and rights if  they want to 
work or not, and age with rights," said 
Shobha Shobha.

Development justice needs to be 
a life course justice

Margaret Young, Founder of  Age 
Knowble, and past Chair, Global Alli-
ance for the Rights of  Older People 
(GAROP) said that “Development jus-
tice is strongest when older persons 
are recognised, included, and empow-
ered. We speak often of  gender justice, 
youth opportunity, and equity. Every 
young person is moving through the 
life course. Every girl may one day 
become an older woman. That means 
the rights of  older women are not 

separate from the rights of  younger 
women. They are part of  the same life 
course story. Advancing the rights 
of  older women, strengthens gender 
justice across the life course. Develop-
ment justice also needs to be life course 
justice. Many inequalities accumulate 
across life and become sharper in older 
age. Lower earnings, unpaid care, wid-
owhood, violence, isolation, and barri-
ers to health and participation."

Longevity is one of  humanity’s 
greatest achievements. Yet the promise 
of  longer life is too often accompanied 
by gaps in the protection of  human 
rights. Instead of  celebrating older age 
most people fear it and ageism fuels 
this fear.

"We, the older people, have to 
make sure that the lived realities of  
old age are adequately reflected in 
the proposed human rights frame-
work. Ageism and gender inequality 
must end with us," concluded Shobha 
Shukla.

(Bobby Ramakant is a World 
Health Organization Director Gener-

al’s WNTD Awardee 2008. He is on the 
boards of  Corporate Accountability, 

Global AMR Media Alliance (GAMA) 
and APCAT Media. Follow him on X: 

@bobbyramakant)

      Shell Shocked

Why World Turtle Day Is More Than A Date On The Calendar
DR. VINOD  DIXIT

T
o raise awareness about 
turtles and tortoises, their 
conservation needs, and the 
serious threats they face, 
we observe World Turtle 

Day every year on May 23rd. The day 
celebrates the beauty, diversity, and 
vital ecological roles these reptiles 
play in ecosystems worldwide. More 
importantly, it serves as a global call 
to action, urging individuals, organiza-
tions, and governments to step up and 
support conservation efforts.

World Turtle Day was founded in 
2000 by American Tortoise Rescue, 
a California-based non-profit cre-
ated by Susan Tellem and Marshall 
Thompson. The organization works 
to rescue, rehabilitate, and protect 
turtles and tortoises from abuse, 
illegal trade, and habitat loss. The 
day was launched to highlight how 
human activity, pollution, and envi-
ronmental hazards have caused 
sharp declines in their populations. 
Each year on May 23rd, schools, wild-
life rescue centers, zoos, and nature 
enthusiasts come together to educate 
communities, share research, and 
pledge to protect these remarkable 
animals.

Turtles and tortoises belong to 
the order Testudines, one of  the 
oldest reptile groups on Earth. They 
have roamed the planet for over 200 
million years, long before snakes, 

crocodiles, or alligators appeared. 
They survived the age of  dinosaurs 
and multiple mass extinctions. This 
ancient lineage makes their conser-
vation not just important, but urgent. 
If  we lose them, we lose a living con-
nection to Earth’s deep past.

World Turtle Day also emphasizes 
the role of  scientific research and sus-
tainable habitat management. Many 
turtle species depend on wetlands, 
ecosystems that are among the most 
biodiverse yet most threatened on the 
planet. Wetlands are disappearing 
three times faster than forests due to 
drainage, pollution, and development. 
Protecting species like the European 
pond turtle Emys orbicularis means 
protecting the marshes, rivers, and 
coastal zones that support thousands 
of  other plants and animals too.

Understanding the difference 
between turtles and tortoises is key to 
protecting them. While the terms are 
often used interchangeably, they are 
distinct animals with different needs. 

Turtles generally live in water or split 
time between land and water. They 
have flatter, streamlined shells and 
webbed feet or flippers for swimming. 
Most species live 40–80 years, though 
sea turtles can live longer. Tortoises 
are land-dwellers with large, domed 
shells and sturdy, elephant-like legs. 
They are herbivores and some species 
are among the longest-living animals 
on Earth — with verified lifespans 
of  150–190 years. Claims of  300 years 
are myths, but their longevity is still 
extraordinary.

The size range is equally remark-
able. The speckled padloper tortoise 
measures just 3–4 inches, while the 
leatherback sea turtle can exceed 7 feet 
in length and weigh over 2,000 pounds. 

Turtles inhabit oceans, rivers, and lakes 
across every continent except Antarcti-
ca. Tortoises prefer grasslands, deserts, 
scrub forests, and tropical islands.

Today, over half  of  all turtle and 
tortoise species are threatened with 
extinction. Habitat destruction, climate 
change, plastic pollution, illegal pet 
trade, and fishing bycatch are driving 
their decline. Because they grow slowly 
and reproduce late, their populations 
cannot recover quickly from losses.

World Turtle Day is more than a 
date on the calendar. It’s a reminder 
that these quiet, ancient creatures 
have watched continents drift and 
climates shift, but they may not sur-
vive us without help. Each of  us can 
act: cut down on single-use plastics, 
never purchase wild-caught turtles or 
tortoises, support wetland and beach 
conservation, volunteer with rescue 
groups, and teach children to respect 
wildlife. When we protect turtles and 
tortoises, we safeguard oceans, rivers, 
forests, and grasslands, and all the spe-
cies that share those habitats. Their 
slow, steady pace carries a powerful 
message: conservation cannot wait. 
The choices we make today will decide 
whether these living fossils remain 
for our grandchildren to witness and 
wonder at. Let World Turtle Day be the 
start of  that commitment.

Author is a Free-Lance Journalist. 
He can be mailed at dixitpatrakar@

yahoo.in

It is hearten-
ing to see that 
finally the UN 

has woken up to 
this reality and 
started the process 
to draft a legally 
binding UN treaty 
to protect human 
rights of  older 
persons ( formally 
called the United 
Nations Conven-
tion on the Rights 
of  Older Persons).  
Shobha Shukla 
was one of  those 
with lived experi-
ence when drafting 
of  legally binding 
treaty began earlier 
this year.

T ortoises are 
land-dwellers 
with large, 

domed shells and 
sturdy, elephant-
like legs. They are 
herbivores and some 
species are among 
the longest-living 
animals on Earth 
— with verified 
lifespans of  150–190 
years. Claims of  300 
years are myths, but 
their longevity is 
still extraordinary.
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Millions Across J&K
lives of our children, thousands of smugglers 

and narco-terrorists have built their own dark 
fiefdoms. He said each brick of that sordid realm 
is being pulled down. The cup of suffering borne 
by the people at the hands of drug smugglers has 
overflowed; their collective cry of “no more” has 
risen into an unstoppable roar. He further stated 
that every drug sold in our towns and villages is 
like a bullet pressed against the chest of the people.

“Wherever drug smugglers and drug traffick-
ers take root, their first victims are our youth. I 
know that many parents across Jammu Kashmir 
live under this shadow of fear, constantly wor-
ried that their family could be the next target. 
We must banish that fear completely and ensure 
safety for every household in the Union Terri-
tory,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor also highlighted 
that more than 7,000 women’s committees have 
been formed in Jammu Kashmir and it is now the 
administration’s duty to empower these commit-
tees and ensure they can work effectively. In the 
past 43 days, 797 FIRs have been registered and 
894 drug smugglers and peddlers have been sent 
behind bars. 59 traffickers have been arrested 
under PIT-NDPS provisions. 81 narcotic palaces 
built with the traffickers’ black money have been 
demolished. 101 immovable properties have been 
attached and seized. Other assets worth crores 
have been attached. 457 driving licenses have been 
suspended. Recommendations have been made to 
cancel passports of 22 smugglers and to cancel reg-
istrations of 606 vehicles. Large quantities of drugs 
have been seized. About 5,641 drug stores were 
inspected; licenses of 268 stores were suspended 
or cancelled, and FIRs filed against 6 drug stores.

A comprehensive rehabilitation policy is also 
being prepared. The Lieutenant Governor said 
that our aim is not only to free addicted youth 
through de-addiction programs but also to rein-
tegrate them into the mainstream by providing 
employment and jobs.

Third Fuel Price Hike
for work-from-home arrangements wherever 

possible to help reduce India’s oil import burden 
and pressure on foreign exchange reserves.

Fuel prices continue to differ across states 
depending on local taxes and levies imposed by 
respective governments. The latest increase is 
likely to renew demands for tax relief on petrol 
and diesel as consumers face growing financial 
pressure amid inflationary trends.

Mecca Welcomes Over 1.6
and the expected rush of pilgrims during the 

annual gathering.(KNS) 

`36 Crore SVEP 
Khour-Paragwal, Pouni-Reasi and Bhadar-

wah-Bhalla—where over 12,000 enterprises are 
projected to be established over the next four 
years.

The meeting was attended by Mission Direc-
tor, JKRLM, Dr. Shubhra Sharma; Chief Operat-
ing Officer, HIMAYAT, Rajneesh Gupta; besides 
representatives from the Forest, Ecology & Envi-
ronment Department, Tribal Affairs Depart-
ment, Social Welfare Department, Handicrafts & 
Handloom Department, Industries & Commerce 
Department, MSME, KVIC, NABARD, RSETIs, 
Entrepreneurship Development Institute of  
India (EDII) and other stakeholder institutions.

Officials informed the committee that Jammu 
& Kashmir has been implementing SVEP since 
2015–16 with technical support from National 
Resource Organisation (NRO) partners, includ-
ing EDII. The programme initially commenced 
in the pilot blocks of Lar in Ganderbal district 
and Basohli in Kathua district, where nearly 
2,500 entrepreneurs were established during the 
first phase.

With the approval of the six new DPRs, SVEP 
coverage in Jammu & Kashmir will now expand 
from eight to 14 districts.

The Secretary stated that the newly approved 
DPRs focus on promoting innovative rural enter-
prises aligned with local resources and market 
demand. He highlighted sectors identified for 
intervention, including walnut oil and butter 
extraction, sheep wool processing, trout fish pro-
cessing, village and border homestay eco-tour-
ism, vermi-compost production, saffron value 
addition, herbal tea processing, amla-based prod-
ucts, and honey processing with value addition 
and packaging.

Emphasising the need for scientific identifica-
tion of viable enterprises, Aijaz Asad stressed 
that enterprise selection should be guided by 
local demand patterns, consumption trends and 
rural spending behaviour.

He directed officials to prioritise economical-
ly sustainable enterprises supported by robust 
market linkages and value-addition opportuni-
ties to ensure long-term livelihood generation 
for rural youth and women.

The Secretary also underscored the impor-
tance of  strengthening entrepreneurship 
training, capacity building and monitoring 
mechanisms for effective implementation of  
the approved projects. He stated that entrepre-
neurship development should be decentralised 
to the village level through community-based 
training modules and Training of Trainers (ToT) 
programmes.

Calling for stronger inter-departmental con-
vergence, he directed stakeholders to ensure 
timely execution and rigorous monitoring so that 
maximum benefits reach aspiring rural entre-
preneurs across Jammu and Kashmir.

Data presented during the meeting revealed 
that non-farm livelihood initiatives in Jammu & 
Kashmir have so far supported 26,551 enterpris-
es, including 26,217 individual enterprises and 
355 group enterprises under NRLM and SVEP.

SVEP is a sub-scheme under the Deendayal 
Antyodaya Yojana–National Rural Livelihoods 
Mission (DAY-NRLM), Ministry of Rural Devel-
opment, Government of India, aimed at promot-
ing non-farm entrepreneurship among Self-Help 
Group (SHG) members and their families in 
rural areas.

Jammu–Srinagar Vande
figure is not merely a statistic, but a reflec-

tion of our commitment to providing world-class 
rail infrastructure and services to the people of  
Jammu and Kashmir,” he said.

Singhal added that passengers have respond-
ed positively to the train’s comfort, hospitality, 
safety standards and travel efficiency, signifi-
cantly reducing the fatigue traditionally associ-
ated with the Jammu–Srinagar journey.

“Our priority remains maintaining the highest 
standards of punctuality, cleanliness and pas-
senger safety. We sincerely thank the people for 
making this service a success in such a short 
period,” he added.

Officials said the Vande Bharat Express has 
not only strengthened year-round connectivity 
between the Kashmir Valley and the rest of the 
country, but has also given a major boost to tour-
ism and trade in the region.

Improved rail connectivity is expected to facili-
tate faster transportation of Kashmir’s apple 
produce and handicrafts to markets across India, 
benefiting local industries and businesses.

The successful operation of the Jammu–Sri-
nagar Vande Bharat is being hailed as the real-
ization of a long-cherished dream of establishing 
a reliable all-weather rail link connecting the 
Valley with the national railway network. 

CS Reviews Transport
Annual Action Plans regarding implemen-

tation of SCCoRS recommendations in their 
respective districts. He also called for fixing 
responsibility in the recent Udhampur accident 
and directed the concerned authorities to furnish 
detailed accident reports from each district for 
proper analysis and corrective interventions.

Reviewing the implementation of the hit-and-
run compensation mechanism, the Chief Secre-
tary sought detailed action taken reports in all 
such cases and stressed upon ensuring timely 
disposal and assistance to affected families.

While reviewing the functioning of the e-Chal-
laning system, the Chief Secretary directed the 
concerned departments to immediately identify 
and address all bottlenecks hindering its suc-
cessful implementation. He emphasized that 
technology-driven enforcement must be made 
fully effective to ensure greater transparency, 
accountability and compliance with traffic regu-
lations.

The Chief Secretary also directed the authori-
ties to explore the feasibility of creating a sepa-
rate fund head within the Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) for rectification of accident-prone 
blackspots and hotspots across the road network.

 He further stressed that executing agencies 
including BRO, NHAI and NHIDCL should also 
earmark dedicated resources for roads being 
maintained by them to undertake corrective 
measures in a mission-mode. He also emphasized 
development of passenger zones and designated 
stopping areas wherever feasible for ensuring 
safer public transport operations.

Taking serious note of  traffic congestion 
caused by encroachments in urban areas, the 
Chief Secretary directed the Jammu Municipal 
Corporation (JMC) and Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration (SMC) to intensify anti-encroachment 
drives in the twin cities for smooth traffic move-
ment and better pedestrian safety.

The meeting also reviewed safety measures 
concerning school transportation. The Chief  
Secretary directed for conducting a comprehen-
sive audit of school buses to ensure strict adher-
ence to prescribed safety norms and operational 
standards.

Reviewing the status of trauma care facili-
ties in the UT, the Chief Secretary directed the 
Commissioner Secretary, Health Department 
to examine the upgradation of services in Gov-
ernment Medical Colleges for establishment of  
robust trauma and critical care systems.

He stressed that specialized services includ-
ing Orthopaedics, Neurosurgery and Anaesthe-
sia should remain available round the clock in 
these institutions. He further directed the depart-
ment to submit a suitable proposal in this regard 
besides ensuring time-bound completion of all 
Critical Care Blocks being established across 
J&K.

With regard to implementation of the e-DAR 
and e-Court portals, the Chief Secretary direct-
ed the Information Technology Department to 
take up the matter with Director General, NIC 
and Secretary, Ministry of Road Transport and 
Highways (MoRTH) for making these systems 
operational in Jammu and Kashmir on the pat-
tern of Delhi and Karnataka, considering the 
significant number of road accidents reported 
in the Union Territory.

Emphasizing the importance of scientific road 
safety management, the Chief Secretary also 
directed for extensive training of stakeholders 
under the i-RAD system and called for compre-
hensive auditing of roads across Jammu and 
Kashmir to identify deficiencies and undertake 
timely remedial measures.

The Secretary, Transport Department, Avny 
Lavasa apprised the meeting that the J&K Road 

Safety Policy-2025 had already been notified and 
a detailed Road Safety Action Plan Matrix formu-
lated with clearly defined timelines and respon-
sibilities for various departments.

She added that the action plan envisages 
interventions including black spot rectification, 
strengthening of traffic control systems, road 
safety audits, bus route restructuring, parking 
policy implementation, installation of crash bar-
riers and scientific traffic calming measures.

The meeting was further apprised that district-
level road safety committees have significantly 
intensified their functioning, with the number 
of meetings rising from 18 held till March this 
year to 35 meetings conducted by mid-May across 
districts of Jammu and Kashmir.

The Transport Commissioner, Vishesh Paul 
highlighted that under the Road Accident Victim 
Fund, an amount of Rs 1226.10 lakh had been 
received so far, out of which Rs 1218.10 lakh was 
released to districts for providing timely assis-
tance to accident victims and their families.

He further informed that under the hit-and-
run compensation mechanism, financial assis-
tance is being extended in accordance with Gov-
ernment of India guidelines and cases are being 
regularly monitored by district administrations.

Reviewing enforcement measures, the depart-
ment informed that e-Challan systems integrat-
ed with Instant Payment Gateway (IPG) had 
been implemented across the Union Territory, 
enabling fully digital enforcement by the Motor 
Vehicles Department and Traffic Police.

The meeting was informed that enforcement 
activities by the Motor Vehicles Department had 
witnessed a substantial increase over the past 
three years, including seizure of vehicles, sus-
pension of driving licences, blacklisting of vehi-
cles, cancellation of registration certificates and 
cancellation of route permits against violators.

The Chief Secretary also reviewed the opera-
tional status of Integrated Traffic Management 
Systems (ITMS) in Jammu and Srinagar. The 
meeting was informed that all ITMS equipment 
in Jammu had become fully operational since 
June 2024, while Srinagar ITMS was functioning 
successfully after rectification of initial technical 
issues. Hundreds of cameras including ANPR, 
RLVD, PTZ and surveillance cameras have been 
installed under these systems to strengthen elec-
tronic monitoring and automated enforcement.

It was further informed that over 5.34 lakh 
challans had been issued through ITMS Jammu 
since June 2024, while more than 60,000 chal-
lans had been generated through Srinagar ITMS 
since December 2024, resulting in substantial fine 
realization and improved enforcement coverage.

The meeting also discussed capacity-building 
initiatives undertaken under the i-RAD pro-
gramme. The department informed that exten-
sive training programmes had been conducted 
for stakeholders from Police, Health and Public 
Works departments to ensure timely and accu-
rate data entry on the i-RAD portal for better 
accident analysis and future planning.

Reiterating the commitment towards safer 
roads and efficient mobility, the Chief Secre-
tary called for close coordination among all 
departments and agencies to ensure effective 
implementation of road safety initiatives and 
reduction in accident fatalities across the Union 
Territory.

‘Hailstorms Damage
22, Kaka Ji said orchards in Rafiabad and 

Zaingeer areas including Bohripora, Chitloora, 
Hib Dangerpora, Lasser, Yarbugh, Watergam, 
Behrampora, Arampora Sopore, Seloo and 
Warpora were severely affected. He added that 
Hadipora and Rohama villages also reported 
damage.

He said growers have repeatedly appealed to 
the government for implementation of  a crop 
insurance scheme, but no concrete action has 
been taken so far.

“If  the crop insurance scheme had been 
implemented in March, the affected growers 
would have received compensation by now. 
We have been demanding it time and again,” 
he said.

Fresh spells of  intense hailstorms and strong 
winds have wreaked havoc across major hor-
ticulture belts of  Kashmir, causing extensive 
damage to fruit orchards in north and south 
Kashmir and pushing thousands of  orchard-
ists deeper into financial distress.

The latest hailstorm, which struck on Friday 
evening, lashed several villages of  Sopore and 
Rafiabad in Baramulla district, besides parts 
of  Tral in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district 
and some areas of  Shopian, leaving behind 
scenes of  devastation in orchards considered 
the backbone of  the Valley’s rural economy.

The growers said that the hailstorm contin-
ued for several minutes with such intensity 
that developing apples began falling from trees 
instantly, while fruit-bearing branches suf-
fered severe damage at a crucial stage of  the 
fruit season.

The worst-hit areas in Rafiabad included 
Watergam, Lassar, Dandiwacha, Dandoosa, 
Hadipora and adjoining villages, where 
orchards turned white under heavy hail accu-
mulation. Similar damage was reported from 
several horticulture zones of  Sopore, Bandi-
pora and parts of  Central Kashmir’s Gander-
bal district.

This was the third major hailstorm to hit 
many of  these districts in recent weeks and 
the second consecutive spell to batter Rafi-
abad, compounding the losses already caused 
by severe weather on April 18 and May 12 
this year.

Fruit growers said the repeated weather 
disasters have shattered hopes for this season’s 
harvest and created panic among thousands 

of  families solely dependent on horticulture 
for survival.

“We had already suffered huge losses earlier 
this month, and now whatever was left has 
also been destroyed. Months of  hard work and 
heavy investment vanished within minutes,” 
said an orchardist from Watergam.

Another grower from Sopore said the con-
tinuous hailstorms have made survival diffi-
cult for marginal orchardists who rely entirely 
on income generated from apple orchards to 
manage household expenses, the education of  
children and repayment of  bank loans.

Earlier this week, several other horticul-
ture belts of  Baramulla district, including 
Sangrama, Wagura, Kreeri, Pattan, Kandi 
and Tangmarg, had also witnessed widespread 
destruction in orchards following severe hail-
storms accompanied by gusty winds.

The repeated damage has triggered growing 
concern among horticulturists and traders, 
who warned that the fragile rural economy of  
Kashmir could face serious consequences if  
immediate relief  measures are not taken.

The Kashmir Valley Fruit Growers Cum 
Dealers Union, an elected umbrella body rep-
resenting fruit growers’ associations across the 
Valley, strongly condemned what it termed as 
the government’s “slow response” in assessing 
the losses suffered by orchardists.

The union said that despite massive destruc-
tion caused by hailstorms and storms during 
April and May, official teams had yet to con-
duct comprehensive damage assessments in 
many affected areas across Kashmir.

The growers’ body stated that horticulture 
remains the backbone of  Jammu and Kash-
mir’s economy, with lakhs of  people directly 
or indirectly dependent on the sector for live-
lihood and employment. However, repeated 
natural calamities coupled with the absence 
of  a Crop Insurance Scheme and Market Inter-
vention Scheme (MIS) are pushing orchardists 
into mounting debt.

The union emphasised that nearly 90 per 
cent of  fruit growers in Kashmir are marginal 
orchardists who depend entirely on seasonal 
earnings from orchards to sustain their fami-
lies.

“Whenever orchards are damaged due to 
natural disasters, these poor growers face 
severe hardships with no financial security 
mechanism available,” the union said in a 
statement.

The growers reiterated their long-pending 
demand for inclusion of  Kashmir’s horticul-
ture sector under a comprehensive Crop Insur-
ance Scheme so that growers receive financial 
assistance during natural calamities. It also 
sought immediate restoration of  the Market 
Intervention Scheme to safeguard growers 
from economic collapse during crises.

The union appealed to Union Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha and Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah to announce a substantial compen-
sation package for orchardists affected by the 
devastating hailstorms of  April and May 2026.

Growers warned that if  timely intervention 
is not made, repeated weather-related disasters 
may severely impact Kashmir’s horticulture 
industry, which contributes significantly to the 
region’s economy and employment sector—
(KNO)

Encounter Underway
along with Jammu and Kashmir Police and 

CRPF. Troops responded swiftly with cali-
brated action. Firefight ensued and a cordon 
has been effectively established. Operations 
remain underway.”

Security forces have intensified multi-agen-
cy search operations in the dense and moun-
tainous terrain of  Rajouri and neighbouring 
Poonch districts, which have witnessed a surge 
in counter-terror activities in recent years.

Earlier this month, a massive search opera-
tion was launched across more than 15 loca-
tions in Rajouri and Poonch following a foiled 
infiltration bid along the Line of  Control in the 
Mankote and Krishna Ghati sectors, where an 
infiltrator was killed.

In March this year, joint forces carried out 
multiple combing operations in Rajouri’s Khan-
dli and Palma areas as well as parts of Poonch 
following reports of suspicious movement.

The twin districts have also seen several 
encounters in recent years, including opera-
tions in 2025 in the Bananthab and Piranhal 
areas, and a successful anti-terror operation 
in the Bajimaal forest that neutralised highly 
trained terrorists.

Security forces continue to maintain a high 
state of  alert in the region as operations remain 
in progress—(KNO)

Short-Term Power
thermal energy and 2673.1 MWs were from 

renewable energy.
It also said that out of  the total allocated 

energy, the regions were utilizing 95.13 MWs 
of  nuclear and 1115.88 MWs of  hydel energy.

The figures also reveal that Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh in the month of  Janu-
ary-2026 were relying on nearly 66 percent of  
imported power.

Pertinently, as already reported by this news 
agency Jammu and Kashmir was importing 
more than 95 percent of  its electricity in the 
month of  December.

The officials earlier in the month had 
informed that Jammu and Kashmir is import-
ing electricity ranging from 2900 MWs to 3100 
MWs during the peak hours—(KNO)
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One Lakh Jobs Promise Was 
Nothing But a Lie: Sajad Lone

Elderly devotees lead 

spiritual fervour at 

Khanqah-e-Moula Urs

NOTICE
It is notified for the information of the general 
public that my correct banking name is Amina 
Bano instead of Ameena begum in the records 
of J&K Bank Main Branch Kupwara.
Any person having any objection or query may 
contact the concerned branch within 02 days 
from the date of publication of this notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Meeran Dijoo, am transferring my electricity 
connection with consumer ID 0204040019240 
and installation number 13744. This connection 
is currently under my deceased father's name, 
Late Mr. Mushtaq Ahmad Dijoo, and I am now 
transferring it to my name.
If anyone has any objection regarding this, please 
contact me at 6005807424.

PSA Delegation Meets DSEK; 
Seeks Time-Bound Resolution 
Of Long-Pending Issues

Sunil Sharma himself was missing during 
budget session: Dy CM hits back at LoP
‘CM Omar gone for work, nothing unusual; making issue 
out of it not healthy politics’

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Pri-
vate Schools Associa-
tion (PSA) high-level 
delegation Saturday held 
a detailed meeting with 
Director School Education 
Kashmir (DSEK)  Naseer 
Ahmad Wani in Srinagar 
to discuss several pressing 
issues concerning private 
educational institutions 
across Jammu & Kashmir.

The PSA delegation 
was led by Senior Vice 
President Manzoor Ahmad 
Rather included General 
Secretary (Organization) 
M. Syed Wani, Director 
Media & Communications 
Dr. Owais Mattoo, Treasur-
er Hilal Ahmad Khan and 
Joint Secretary Dr. Yasir 
Ahmad.

During the meeting, the 
delegation raised a wide 
range of  issues affecting 
the smooth functioning of  
private schools and empha-
sized the urgent need for 
timely administrative 
intervention and institu-
tional support.

The delegation high-
lighted and submitted a 
charter of  demands before 
the DSEK, including long-
pending State Land Issues 

and urged the authori-
ties to frame proper and 
final guidelines to remove 
the uncertainty faced by 
schools. The members also 
demanded time-bound dis-
posal of  pending files, stat-
ing that unnecessary delays 
were creating operational 
difficulties for institutions 
and adversely affecting aca-
demic planning.

The PSA delegation 
further raised concerns 
regarding lease deed com-
plications, particularly in 
cases where land owners 
were unwilling to renew 
long-term lease agree-
ments, causing legal and 
administrative hurdles 
for schools, renewals, 
affiliation and compli-
ance matters also came up 
for discussion, including 
NOC validity upto 10-year 
registration and renewal 
process and the need for 
establishing a proper Help 
Desk mechanism to facili-
tate schools in addressing 
official matters smoothly 
and efficiently.

The delegation also dis-
cussed difficulties being 
faced by schools in obtain-
ing picnic permissions, 
stating that the present 
process was time-con-

suming and often created 
avoidable complications for 
institutions.

The members stressed 
the importance of  promot-
ing sports, debates, arts, 
cultural and co-curricular 
activities in schools and 
suggested that the educa-
tion system should encour-
age holistic learning and 
student development 
beyond textbooks and aca-
demic evaluation alone.

The delegation also 
highlighted several opera-
tional and administrative 
challenges being faced by 
private educational insti-
tutions and recommended 
regular stakeholder interac-
tion meetings between the 
School Education Depart-
ment and private school 
representatives to strength-
en coordination and institu-
tional cooperation.

Director School Edu-
cation Kashmir Naseer 
Ahmad Wani patiently 
listened to the issues and 
concerns raised by the PSA 
delegation and assured the 
members that all genuine 
matters would be examined 
strictly in accordance with 
the established rules and 
procedures.

He informed the del-

egation that there was no 
unnecessary pendency 
from the School Educa-
tion Department regard-
ing registration renewals 
and that cases were being 
disposed of  promptly. He 
further stated that land-
related files concerning 
middle schools and above 
had already been taken 
up by JKBOSE in accor-
dance with the existing 
Government orders and 
prescribed guidelines.

Speaking on the occasion, 
PSA Senior Vice President 
Manzoor Ahmad Rather 
said, “Private schools 
are playing a vital role in 
strengthening the educa-
tion sector across Jammu 
& Kashmir. Timely clear-
ance of  affiliation, renewal 
and land-related matters 
is extremely important to 
ensure smooth academic 
functioning and institu-
tional stability. We urged 
the authorities to adopt 
a transparent and time-
bound mechanism so that 
students and schools do not 
suffer due to administrative 
delays.”

PSA General Secretary 
(Organisation) M. Syed 
Wani said, “The Associa-
tion remains committed 

towards constructive coor-
dination with the con-
cerned departments for 
the resolution of  all genu-
ine issues faced by private 
schools. Effective com-
munication, institutional 
support and timely admin-
istrative response can sig-
nificantly help in address-
ing long-pending matters 
and improving the overall 
educational environment.”

Director Media & Com-
munications Dr. Owais 
Mattoo stated, “Private 
schools are important 
stakeholders in the educa-
tional landscape of  Jammu 
& Kashmir. Issues related 
to registration renewals, 
affiliations, NOCs and land 
documentation require 
practical and timely atten-
tion so that institutions can 
continue to function effi-
ciently without unneces-
sary procedural hurdles.”

The PSA delegation 
thanked the Director 
School Education Kash-
mir Naseer Ahmad Wani 
for giving a patient hearing 
to the issues raised by the 
Association and expressed 
gratitude for his positive 
response and assurance 
regarding the redressal of  
genuine concerns.

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Deputy Chief  
Minister Surinder Choud-
hary on Saturday hit back 
at Leader of  Opposition 
(LoP) Sunil Sharma over 
his “missing complaint” 
remark targeting Chief  
Minister Omar Abdul-
lah, saying the BJP leader 
himself  remained absent 
during the crucial budget 
session.

Speaking to reporters 
here, Choudhary, said the 
LoP has a major respon-
sibility during the budget 
session as legislators are 
expected to raise issues con-
cerning people from their 
respective constituencies.

“The Leader of  Opposi-
tion said he would lodge a 
missing complaint against 
Omar Abdullah for not 
being seen for the past 10 
days. But Sunil Sharma 
was also not seen during 
the budget session, and we 
too were looking for him,” 
he said.

The Deputy CM said the 
budget session is an impor-
tant platform where public 
issues are discussed in the 
Assembly and questioned 
Sharma’s absence from 
the proceedings. “Where 
was the LoP during such 
an important session? We 
can understand he may 
have had some work, but 

the people of  Jammu and 
Kashmir also wanted to 
know where he was at that 
time,” he said.

Choudhary said if  Sunil 
Sharma is personally 
attacking CM Omar today, 
then he should first answer 
where he was during the 
budget session. "Why 
should we not have filed a 
missing report or even an 
FIR against you then?" he 
asked.

He further alleged that 
LoP had left behind the 
people of  hilly and back-
ward areas during that 

period. “Those poor, back-
ward and mountainous 
people, where did you go, 
leaving them behind?” he 
asked.

Defending the Chief  
Minister, Choudhary said 
Omar Abdullah had gone 
out for work, and there was 
nothing unusual about it.

“Omar sahib has gone 
for work. Just as I or 
anyone else can travel 
somewhere for person-
al work, he too can go. 
Making an issue out of  it 
is not healthy politics,” he 
added—(KNO)

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: At the 
revered Khanqah-e-Moula 
on Saturday, age appeared 
to be just a number as 
80-year-old Mohammed 
Salam sat in the front row 
among devotees, immersed 
in prayers and devotion to 
Hazrat Ameer Kabir Mir 
Syed Ali Hamdani (RA).

The historic shrine wit-
nessed thousands of  devo-
tees offering prayers and 
seeking blessings in an 
atmosphere filled with spiri-
tuality, emotion and unity.

Devotees from different 
parts of  Kashmir reached 
the shrine from early 
morning hours, participat-
ing in special prayers and 
religious gatherings while 
remembering the teachings 
of  Shah-e-Hamdan (RA).

Amid the rush of  wor-
shippers, Mohammed 
Salam emerged as a symbol 
of  unwavering faith and 
devotion. Despite being 
in his 80s, he sat quietly 
inside the shrine premises 
with prayer beads in his 
hands, deeply lost in devo-
tion and remembrance of  
Shah-e-Hamdan (RA).

“I have been coming here 
every year for more than 40 
years now. No matter how 

difficult the situation was, I 
never stayed away from this 
sacred place,” Salam told 
KNO in a soft voice, his eyes 
fixed on the prayer beads in 
his hands.

He said the Urs is not 
merely a ritual for him, 
but a lifelong spiritual con-
nection. “Whenever I come 
here, I feel peace in my 
heart. I pray for my family, 
for Kashmir and for human-
ity. This place gives strength 
to the soul,” he said.

Meanwhile, the shrine 
reverberated with recita-
tions, supplications and 
spiritual chants as devo-
tees prayed for peace, pros-
perity and well-being. Reli-
gious scholars highlighted 
the teachings, spirituality 

and contributions of  Mir 
Syed Ali Hamdani (RA), 
whose influence continues 
to shape Kashmir’s reli-
gious and cultural identity.

People from all walks 
of  life were seen sitting 
together in devotion, 
reflecting the spirit of  
brotherhood, unity and 
communal harmony asso-
ciated with the annual Urs.

Notably, popularly 
known as Shah-e-Ham-
dan, Hazrat Ameer Kabir 
Mir Syed Ali Hamdani 
(RA) was a renowned 14th-
century Sufi saint, scholar 
and preacher who played 
a pivotal role in spreading 
Islam and introducing art, 
culture and craftsmanship 
in Kashmir—(KNO)

Delhi Gymkhana Club responds to govt 

notice seeking re-entry of premises for 

defence, security purposes
IANS

NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
Gymkhana Club, one of  
the national capital's most 
prestigious and historic 
private clubs, has sprung 
into urgent action follow-
ing a communication from 
the Land and Development 
Office (L&DO) under the 
Ministry of  Housing and 
Urban Affairs, officials 
said on Saturday.

The government body 
has sought re-entry and 
resumption of  the club's 
premises citing the need for 
"strengthening and secur-
ing of  the defence infra-
structure and other vital 
public security purposes".

In response to this 
sudden development, the 
Governing Council (GC) 
of  the Delhi Gymkhana 
Club held an emergency 
meeting on Saturday and 
decided to send an immedi-
ate reply to the L&DO.

The club has requested 
detailed clarity on sev-
eral issues concerning the 
interests of  its members 
and employees.

The communication also 
seeks an urgent appoint-
ment for GC members to 
meet with senior officials 
of  the Ministry of  Housing 
and Urban Affairs to dis-
cuss the matter.

According to an official 
communication issued 

from the Secretary's Office 
and signed by Officiating 
Secretary Rajesh Bhat-
nagar, the club's immediate 
priority is to ensure that its 
operations continue with-
out any dislocation.

The letter emphasises 
protecting the interests of  
thousands of  members and 
staff  who depend on the 
smooth functioning of  this 
113-year-old institution, 
established in 1913.

The Delhi Gymkhana 
Club, located on Safdarjung 
Road, has long been a hub 
for senior bureaucrats, diplo-
mats, politicians, and promi-
nent citizens. The sudden 
notice from the L&DO has 
created considerable con-
cern among its members.

he club has assured 
its members that further 
developments will be com-
municated promptly once 
a response is received from 
the Ministry.

The development comes 

as a surprise to many, 
given the club's prominent 
location in the heart of  
Lutyens' Delhi and its his-
torical significance.

Sources indicate that the 
government's move may 
be linked to broader secu-
rity considerations in the 
national capital, though 
specific details have not 
yet been made public. 
The Governing Council is 
understood to be working 
diligently to safeguard the 
club's legacy while cooper-
ating with the authorities.

Members are closely 
watching the outcome of  
the club's formal response 
and the requested meeting 
with the Ministry officials.

The situation remains 
fluid, and any decision 
regarding the future of  the 
premises is likely to have 
significant implications for 
the club's continued opera-
tions and its vibrant com-
munity life.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir Peoples Confer-
ence President and MLA 
Handwara Sajad Lone 
on Saturday denounced 
the NC-led govern-
ment over the Finance 
De par tment 's  latest 
austerity order, accus-
ing the administration 
of  betraying the youth 
it had promised employ-
ment during elections.

Reacting to the order 
barring creation of  new 
posts and directing sur-
render of  positions vacant 
for over two years, Lone 
said the move exposed the 
"dishonesty" of  the elected 
dispensation.

"The government prom-
ised one lakh jobs in their 
manifesto. Now, rubbing 
salt into the wounds of  
those who voted for them, 
it has banned the creation 

of  new posts," he said.
Lone further warned 

that surrendering long-
vacant posts would 
deepen the unemploy-
ment crisis across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

"Even posts vacant for 
two years will be surren-
dered. This government 
will go down in history as 
one of  the most dishonest 
ever elected," he added.

Accusing the admin-
istration of  systematic 
public deception, the JKPC 
chief  said, "Lies, lies and 
lies — nothing else. They 
have been lying through 
their teeth." (KNS)

Future wars won't be won by soldier counts alone but with high-

tech indigenous weapons system: Rajnath Singh
IANS

SHIRDI: Amid shifting 
global security theatres, 
including the Russia-
Ukraine war and the West 
Asia conflict, Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh on 
Saturday remarked that 
modern conflicts have shat-
tered traditional assump-
tions about warfare.

"The biggest difference in 
future wars will not depend 
on how many soldiers you 
have, but on how advanced 
and capable your country 
is from the perspective of  
munition volumes and auto-
mated systems," he said.

Singh asserted that "the 
country that manufactures 
its own weapons is the one 
that writes its own destiny."

He was speaking on the 
occasion of  the inaugura-

tion of  defence and aero-
space manufacturing grid, 
marking India's transition 
into a high-tech global pow-
erhouse.

The centrepiece of  the 
rollout is a Rs 1,000-crore 
mega-facility in the Savali 
Vihir industrial estate near 
Shirdi. Spread over 200 acres 
and developed by a defence 
firm, it stands as India's 
largest private-sector artil-
lery plant.

The Defence Minister 
recalled that India previ-
ously demonstrated its tac-
tical sharpness and lethal 
localised responses during 
Operation Sindoor to per-
manent-proof India against 
complex geopolitical vec-
tors, the state is treating 
private defence firms as core 
strategic partners.

"Moving forward, the 

administration intends to 
aggressively extend the 
'Make in India' mandate 
across all critical technolo-
gies. With the Shirdi manu-
facturing hub fully active, 
alongside a massive parallel 
ordnance development at Bel-
wandi in Shrigonda taluka 
targeting 20,000 tonnes of  
annual explosive output, 
India is accelerating into a 
self-reliant powerhouse," 

Defence Minister Singh said.
The Defence Minister 

added, "Our government 
is continuously emphasis-
ing that 'Make in India' 
should be promoted in 
Critical Technologies and 
Advanced Systems so that 
India emerges as a frontrun-
ner in munitions and auto-
mated systems, for which 
the government is ready to 
take every necessary step."

He also said, "Self-reliant 
India means a secure India, 
a capable India, and a pow-
erful India." He called for a 
unified industrial resolve to 
fully insulate the country's 
sovereign skies.

The Defence Minister 
spoke candidly about his-
torical gaps, highlighting 
an era after Independence 
where state monopolies and 
rigid public units failed to 
match modern technologi-
cal requirements.

"For a long time, our 
defence industry remained 
largely confined to public 
sector units and ordnance 
factories," Singh noted.

"Today, that barrier has 
fallen. The private sector is 
no longer just a supplier of  
nuts and bolts -- it is design-
ing, innovating, and produc-
ing state-of-the-art weapon 

systems."
"Our goal is to take it up 

to 50 per cent in the coming 
years. This factory making 
artillery shells today, this 
missile complex, and this 
space complex are living 
proofs of  this very trans-
formation. This is the new 
India, where the Private 
Sector is no longer just a sup-
plier of  nuts and bolts, but is 
becoming the innovator and 
producer of  entire advanced 
and state-of-the-art weapon 
systems," Singh said.

The Defence Minis-
ter noted: "Today, I am 
immensely proud to say 
that the efforts we have 
made are bearing fruit. Ear-
lier, where the role of  the 
Private Sector in defence 
production was negligible, 
today it has reached almost 
25 to 30 per cent."

Saddened by the loss of lives in 
China's mining accident: PM Modi

IANS

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Saturday con-
veyed his condolences to Chinese 
President Xi Jinping over the loss 
of lives in a mining accident in 
Shanxi Province.

“Saddened by the loss of lives 
in a mining accident in Shanxi 
Province, China. On behalf of 
the people of India, my condo-
lences to President Xi Jinping 
and the people of China. May the 
bereaved families find strength 
in this tragic hour. Praying for 
the early and safe recovery of all 
remaining missing persons,” PM 
Modi wrote on X.

The coal mine accident in 
north China's Shanxi Province has 
left 82 dead, with nine others still 
trapped.

A gas explosion hit the Liush-
enyu coal mine in Qinyuan County 
at 7:29 pm on Friday, when more 
than 200 people were down the 
shaft, according to the county's 
emergency management bureau, 
Xinhua news agency reported.

A total of 123 people are 
receiving treatment at hospitals, 
including two in critical condi-
tion and two in serious condition, 
while 119 others sustained minor 
injuries. Multiple rescue teams 
are taking turns going down the 
mining shaft.
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AIFF General Body approves adoption 

of National Sports Governance Act

‘Made it easier since I wasn't playing’: 
Rachin Ravindra says IPL stint 
offered more than just T20 lessons

U23 Asian Wrestling C’ships: Sagar, 

Suraj through to finals on first day

650+ overseas players register for LPL 
2026 as draft preparations gather pace

IANS

NEW DELHI: As New 
Zealand prepare for a 
landmark first-ever men’s 
Test against Ireland later 
this month, Rachin Ravin-
dra believes a brief  return 
home after leaving the IPL 
early has helped him men-
tally and physically reset 
ahead of  a demanding red-
ball tour.

New Zealand departed 
for Ireland on Saturday 
for the one-off  four-day 
Test from May 27-30 before 
beginning a three-match 
Test series against Eng-
land.

Ravindra left the Kol-
kata Knight Riders camp 
before the conclusion of  
IPL 2026 after finding lim-
ited opportunities in the 
playing XI. However, the 
left-hander said KKR were 
supportive of  his decision 
to head back early and pre-
pare for national duty.

"I mean KKR were very 
welcoming and under-
standing of  the situation. 
Obviously, the way it was 
going, I wasn't playing. The 
decision was spoken to the 
CEO and the coach about 
potentially coming home 
for a refresh and obvious-
ly not knowing I'd be home 
until... Well, I wouldn't be 
home until late August 
because of  what's to come,” 
Ravindra was quoted as 
saying by ESPNcricinfo.

"So, really awesome 
from them to be able to say, 
go home, refresh, do a bit of  
training and what you need 
before joining the boys in 
Ireland. Because there was 
always going to be a little 
bit of  an overlap. It made 
it easier since I wasn't 
playing. It's a great little 
refresh. We spend so much 
time away from home and 
even four or five days at 
home, which I've had, is 
fantastic,” he added.

Despite spending most 
of  the IPL season on the 
sidelines, Ravindra insist-
ed he does not feel short of  
match preparation ahead 

of  the UK tour.
"I haven't played a game 

in a little while, and sort 
of  obviously running the 
drinks in the IPL and get-
ting opportunities to train 
and talk to guys has been 
great. But to be honest, 
I don't really feel too out 
of  match practice. I think 
it was a very, very hectic 
schedule beforehand,” he 
said.

The left-handed all-
rounder used the short 
break at home to work on 
his red-ball preparation 
before linking up with the 
New Zealand squad.

"But yeah, I think part 
of  the reason being able to 
come home for five days or 
so and do a little bit of  train-
ing and prepare for what's 
to come because we know 
Test cricket is super impor-
tant, especially a series in 
Ireland and England. So I 
just wanted to give myself  
the best chance. I was down 
in Christchurch for a day 
and had a couple of  train-
ing sessions down there. I 
had some nice grass facili-
ties,” he added.

Ravindra also highlight-
ed how his IPL experience 
provided valuable learn-
ing opportunities beyond 

the T20 format itself, par-
ticularly through conver-
sations with experienced 
international cricketers 
and coaches.

"There's benefits to 
playing cricket and train-
ing. There's also massive 
benefits being in the IPL 
too. I mean, you get to talk 
to someone like Ajinkya 
Rahane, who's a lovely 
man who's played so much 
cricket overseas, scored 
a hundred at Lord's and 
played so much cricket 
against England and Aus-
tralia away,” the Kiwi 
batter stated.

"The coach (Abhishek 
Nayar0 used to be the assis-
tant batting coach for India. 
You got Shane Watson, who 
is our batting coach, who 
has played England a lot, 
coached a lot of  guys who 
have played England. So 
it's sort of, it's more than 
just the T20 as well. Being 
able to sit down and talk to 
Virat (Kohli) about batting 
or talking to KL Rahul - all 
these guys who've done 
well and had success over 
periods of  time,” he noted.

New Zealand head 
into the tour with a pace-
heavy squad featuring the 
returning Kyle Jamieson, 

Matt Henry and Ben Sears 
alongside the towering 
Will O'Rourke. Ravindra 
expressed excitement over 
the depth in New Zealand’s 
fast-bowling resources.

"I think we had a few 
injuries last summer and 
super excited to have those 
boys back. Obviously, Matt 
Henry, who missed the 
last couple of  Tests, Blair 
Tickner, who is bowling so 
well, and the big man Will 
O'Rourke. Nathan Smith 
coming back, Ben Sears is 
fit, we've got a serious pace 
battery, which I'm excited 
to face at the nets,” Ravin-
dra said.

He reserved special 
praise for O'Rourke’s 
recent performances, 
saying, “I remember Will 
O'Rourke the way he was 
bowling in his last Test 
series in Zimbabwe actu-
ally and the way he was 
bowling against England 
at home was fantastic. So, 
looking forward to see him 
on the park again. Truly 
exciting times for New Zea-
land cricket and we've got 
so much depth."

With no specialist spin-
ner named in the squad, 
Ravindra also indicated 
he is ready to contribute 
with his left-arm spin if  
required.

"Always interested with 
my bowling. Sometimes, it 
tends to take a back seat, 
but definitely trying to do 
a little more of  that. Had 
some opportunities at the 
T20 World Cup, which was 
cool. On some occasional 
sporting wickets, it was 
nice to get some overs in, 
but Test cricket is a differ-
ent beast. With the differ-
ent ball, have to be a bit 
more consistent. I'll work 
on that with GP when I 
can,” he said.

While the Ireland Test 
will not count towards 
the World Test Champion-
ship standings, Ravindra 
stressed that New Zealand 
will not underestimate the 
hosts despite injury con-
cerns in the Irish camp.
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KOLKATA: The All India 
Football Federation (AIFF) 
on Saturday adopted the 
National Sports Gover-
nance Act 2025 (NSGA) 
during its Special General 
Body Meeting (SGBM) held 
in Kolkata on Saturday.

The SGBM, held at a 
hotel in the city, saw the 
presence of  19 members of  
the Executive Committee, 
32 members of  the Member 
State Associations along 
with representatives of  
FIFA and Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC).

An official release 
stated: "The General Body 
unanimously approved the 
adoption of  the NSGA by 
the AIFF".

The National Sports 
Governance Act would 
play an important role for 
Indian football adminis-
tration under the national 

sports framework as it 
focuses on improving the 
governance structure and 
increasing transparency 
and accountability for all 
sports federations.

The constitutional 
reforms for the Member 
Associations of  AIFF were 
also discussed during the 
meet. The AIFF, according 
to the body, would circulate 
the draft constitution for 
its Member Associations to 

take feedback from them.
"The General Body dis-

cussed that the draft Con-
stitution for the Member 
Associations be shared 
with the MAs, who are 
to be allowed 15 days to 
respond with their final 
suggestions," the release 
stated.

Besides the governance 
reforms, discussion also 
took place on the commer-
cial aspects for the federa-

tion's Master Rights Agree-
ment (MRA). The MRA is 
one of  the most significant 
commercial decisions for 
Indian football, which 
defines and regulates its 
media rights, sponsorships 
and marketing agreements.

It was declared during 
the meeting that two firms 
submitted their bids for the 
agreement and the Gener-
al Body approved that the 
Executive Committee be 
given the power to further 
negotiate on the issue.

"The Federation fur-
ther discussed the Master 
Rights Agreement (MRA), 
for which, it has received 
bids from two entities. 
To that extent, the Gen-
eral Body unanimously 
approved that the Execu-
tive Committee be given 
the power to discuss and 
deliberate upon the MRA 
negotiations," the release 
added.
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NEW DELHI: India start-
ed its participation at the 
United World Wrestling 
(UWW) U23 Asian Cham-
pionships in Da Nang, Viet-
nam, on a positive note, as 
Greco-Roman wrestlers 
Sagar Singh and Suraj 
moved on to their respec-
tive gold medal matches on 
the first day at the Tien Son 
Sport Centre.

Leading India’s efforts 
were outstanding perfor-
mances in the 67kg and 
60kg Greco-Roman catego-
ries, where both wrestlers 
demonstrated attacking 
spirit and calmness under 
pressure to earn their spots 
in the evening finals.

Sagar Singh delivered a 
strong performance in the 
67kg category, demonstrat-
ing tactical discipline and 
consistency throughout 
the preliminary rounds 
to reach the gold medal 

match. He is joined in the 
finals by Suraj in the 60kg 
division, who also secured 
his spot in the title match 
after a confident campaign 
during the day, ensur-
ing India at least a silver 
medal.

In the 77kg category, 
Kumar Sachin fought hard 
but narrowly lost in a close 
semifinal match against 

Alikhan Dursonov. Mean-
while, Indian wrestlers 
in the 72kg and 82kg cat-
egories couldn't advance 
past the early rounds due 
to tough continental com-
petitors.

Praising the perfor-
mances of  the wrestlers 
on the opening day, Wres-
tling Federation of  India 
President Sanjay Singh 

said, “I extend my hearti-
est congratulations to the 
wrestlers advancing to the 
finals. The level of  compe-
tition here in Vietnam is 
extremely high, and our 
athletes are showing great 
determination and fighting 
spirit on the mat. We are 
proud of  the hard work 
they have put in leading up 
to this championship and 
wish our finalists, along 
with the entire contingent 
competing in the upcoming 
days, the very best.”

India’s Greco-Roman 
campaign resumes tomor-
row with qualification 
bouts across various 
weight classes. Neeraj 
starts the challenge in the 
55kg category, followed by 
Sumit in the 63kg division 
and Rohit Bura in the 87kg 
category. All three wres-
tlers aim to reach the quar-
terfinals and keep India’s 
momentum going at the 
continental championship.
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COLOMBO: The sixth edi-
tion of  the Lanka Premier 
League has generated mas-
sive international interest, 
with more than 650 over-
seas cricketers registering 
for the tournament ahead 
of  the player draft sched-
uled for June 1.

“More than 650 overseas 
players have registered for 
the sixth edition of  the 
Lanka Premier League 
(LPL) 2026. Players from all 
ICC Full Member nations, 
as well as several Associ-
ate Member countries, are 
among those registered 
for the tournament,” Sri 
Lanka cricket said in a 
statement on Saturday.

Among the Full Member 
nations, Pakistan recorded 
the highest number of  reg-
istrations with 102 players, 
followed by the West Indies 
with 75 and South Africa with 

66. Bangladesh contributed 48 
registrations, while New Zea-
land had 41 players sign up 
for the draft pool. There were 
also 24 registrations from 
Australia, 15 from England 
and 12 players from India.

Among Associate nations, 
the highest number of  regis-
trations came from the United 
States, the United Arab Emir-
ates and Ireland. Overall, 
players from 21 cricketing 
nations have entered the reg-
istration process.

Tournament officials, 
however, confirmed that 

only 310 players will be 
shortlisted for the final 
draft following the screen-
ing process. The player draft 
for LPL 2026 will take place 
on June 1, with the tourna-
ment scheduled to run from 
July 17 to August 8.

Meanwhile, SLC already 
announced the opening 
fixture of  the tournament, 
with defending champions 
Jaffna Kings set to face run-
ners-up Galle Marvels in the 
season opener at the Sinha-
lese Sports Club Ground in 
Colombo on July 17.

J&K Sports Council to Hold ‘Cyclothon 
2026’ in Srinagar on World Bicycle Day

GMK SPORT DESK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Sports 
Council will organise 
“Cyclothon 2026” in Sri-
nagar on June 3 to mark 
World Bicycle Day, aiming 
to promote fitness, healthy 
living and the benefits of  
cycling among people, 
especially the youth.

The event will be held 
under the nationwide FIT 
India movement with the 
theme “Ride for the Next 
Generation.” Officials said 
the initiative is intended 
to encourage citizens to 

adopt cycling as a part of  
their daily lifestyle and 
create greater awareness 
about physical fitness and 
wellness.

According to the Sports 
Council, the cyclothon will 
focus on spreading aware-
ness about the health ben-
efits of  cycling, including 
improved heart health, 
better immunity, increased 
fitness levels and combat-
ing obesity.

The council has invited 
cyclists, sports enthusiasts 
and fitness lovers from 
across the Valley to partici-
pate in large numbers and 

make the event a public 
movement for health and 
active living.

Registrations for the 
event have already been 
opened. Interested partici-
pants can register through 
the QR code available on 
the official promotional 
poster shared on the J&K 
Sports Council’s Facebook 
handle.

Officials said the event 
is expected to witness 
enthusiastic participation 
from youth, professional 
cyclists, amateur riders 
and fitness groups from 
different parts of  Kashmir.


