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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

The news of the deaths of several people in the road 
accident that occurred in Lakhimpur Kheeri, Uttar 
Pradesh, is ex tremely heartbreaking. I express my deep-
est condolences to the bereaved families and pray for 
the swift recovery of the injured.

“ZIL HAJJ HAS JUST BEGUN, AND THE MARKET IS ALREADY SEEING 
good footfall. We expect the real rush in the coming days,” said Bashir Ahmad, another 
sheep seller from Pulwama.

LG Inspects Yatri Niwas 
At Pantha Chowk Ahead 
Of Amarnath Yatra

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
Monday conducted an on-
site inspection and reviewed 
the ongoing construction 
works and pilgrim facilities 
at Shri Amarnathji Shrine 
Board (SASB) Yatri Niwas at 
Pantha Chowk, Srinagar.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor interacted with the 
officials and directed them 
for expediting the progress 
and ensure completion of  
pending works well before 

commencement of  Shri 
Amarnathji yatra. He also 
reviewed the arrangements 
for sound and light show 
dedicated to Baba Barfani.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor was accompanied by 
Dr. Mandeep K. Bhandari, 
CEO, SASB; Shri Mukesh 
Garg, Member, Shri Amar-
nath Ji Shrine Board; Shri 
Rajiv Pandey, DIG CKR; Dr. 
GV Sundeep Chakravarthy, 
SSP Srinagar; Shri Akshay 
Labroo; Deputy Commis-
sioner, Srinagar and other 
senior officers.

Buyers Flock To Srinagar’s Eidgah 
Market To Purchase Sacrificial Animals
We Have Just Entered Main Season; Rush Will Increase, Say Livestock Sellers

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Activity at Srinagar's 
famous Eidgah sheep market has 
started rising as buyers flock 
to purchase sacrificial animals 
ahead of Eid-ul-Adha, which will 
be observed on May 27.

From early morning, buyers 
from different parts of  the city 
thronged the market, inspecting 
sheep and negotiating prices.

Livestock sellers from 

Budgam, Bandipora, Gander-
bal and south Kashmir districts 
have started bringing livestock 
to Srinagar, hoping for strong 
sales in the coming days.

“We have just entered the 
main season. The rush will 
increase with each passing day 
till Eid,” Nazir Ahmad, a live-
stock dealer from Budgam said.

Many families said they pre-
ferred shopping early to avoid 
last-minute crowds and expect-

ed price hikes. Children accom-
panying parents added to the 
festive mood at the market.

“Zil Hajj has just begun, and 
the market is already seeing 
good footfall. We expect the real 
rush in the coming days,” said 
Bashir Ahmad, another sheep 
seller from Pulwama.

Besides Eidgah, temporary 
livestock stalls have also started 
appearing in several areas of Sri-
nagar and other districts—(KNO)

   Srinagar Records 31.5 C

Hot Weather 
Prevails Across J&K

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir continued to wit-
ness hot and dry weather 
on Monday, with several 
places recording above 
normal temperatures, 
while the Meteorological 
Department forecast rain, 
thunderstorms and gusty 

winds from May 19 
onwards.

According to 
the data shared by 

MeT Department, 
Srinagar recorded 

a maximum tem-
perature of  31.5 

degrees Celsius, 
which was 6.1 
degrees above 

normal for this 
time of  the year. 

Qazigund regis-
tered 33 degrees Celsius, 
8.6 degrees above normal, 
while Kokernag recorded 
30.8 degrees Celsius, seven 
degrees above normal.

The tourist resort 
of  Gulmarg recorded a 
maximum temperature 
of  23.6 degrees Celsius, 
7.3 degrees above normal, 
while Pahalgam settled at 
26.4 degrees Celsius, 4.5 
degrees above normal.

In North Kashmir, Kup-
wara recorded 29.5 degrees 
Celsius, 3.7 degrees above 
normal.

Jammu city recorded a 
maximum temperature of  
41.1 degrees Celsius, three 
degrees above normal, 
while Katra registered 38.4 
degrees Celsius.

Banihal, Batote and 
Bhaderwah P-06

'Adequate 
Availability Of Fuel, 
LPG Across J&K'

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The overall 
fuel supply position in 
the Union Territory of  
Jammu and Kashmir con-
tinues to remain stable and 
adequate, the oil industry 
said on Monday, urging 
citizens not to resort to 
panic buying.

Shri  Himanshu 
Sharma, State Level 
Coordinator for the Oil 
Industry, informed that 
the entire supply chain, 
including terminals, 
depots and retail outlets, 
is functioning efficiently 
without any disruption.

In a statement issued 
here, Sharma said the 
Public Sector Oil Market-
ing Companies (OMCs) 
have confirmed that the 
availability of  essential 
petroleum products such 
as petrol, diesel and Lique-
fied Petroleum Gas (LPG) 
remains normal and unin-
terrupted across J&K.

“Fuel stocks are being 
continuously monitored 
and replenishment P-06

     Eid Ahead 

Three Bakery Units Face Action 
Over Hygiene Violations In Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Food 
Safety Department Sri-
nagar on Monday launched 
an intensive inspection 
drive across several city 
areas, booking three bakery 
units for hygiene violations 
and warning shopkeepers 
against exposing food items 
to direct sunlight and unsafe 
storage practices.

A  spokesperson of  the 
department said a team of  
the Food Safety Department 
Srinagar, along with Assis-
tant Commissioner Food 
Safety Srinagar Yameen-ul-
Nabi, carried out the drive in 
Karanagar, Kanikadal, Fateh 
Kadal, Gojwara and Hawal 
areas to ensure compliance 
with the provisions of  the 
Food Safety and Standards 
Act and Rules.

During the inspection, 
three bakery units were 
found violating provisions 
of  Schedule-4 of  the Food 

Safety and Standards Act 
on hygiene and sanitary 
requirements. Consequent-
ly, prosecution under rel-
evant provisions of  the Food 
Safety and Standards Rules 
and Regulations will be ini-
tiated, and the cases will be 
submitted before the compe-
tent court of  law.

The team also observed 
that several retail shopkeep-
ers and small wholesalers 
were exposing food items 
directly to sunlight and not 
adhering to the prescribed 
storage conditions men-
tioned on product P-06

Dy CM Completes Self-Enumeration For 
Census 2027, Urges Public Participation

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a major push 
towards promotion of  Self-
Enumeration under Census 
2027, Deputy Chief  Minister 
Surinder Choudhary Monday 
successfully completed his Self-
Enumeration exercise at Civil 
Secretariat in Srinagar.

The exercise was done under 
the guidance of  Amit Sharma, 
Chief  Principal Census Officer 
and Director Census Opera-
tions & Citizen Registration, 
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh.

 Ministers including Sakee-
na Itoo, Javid Ahmad Dar and 
Satish Sharma also under-
took the Self- Enumeration for 
Census- 2027.

The Self-Enumeration exer-
cise was also undertaken by 
several legislators including 
MLAs including Tanvir Sadiq, 
Altaf  Ahmad Wani, Hasnain 
Masoodi and Iftikhar Ahmad.

During the exercise, Amit 
Sharma guided the dignitaries 
regarding various features of  
the Self-Enumeration process 
and assisted them in success-
fully completing their digital 
Census submissions through 
the online platform.

The Deputy Chief  Minister 
appreciated the simple, citizen-
friendly and technology-driven 
nature of  the Self-Enumeration 

system and expressed satisfac-
tion over the ease and efficiency 
with which the Census details 
were submitted digitally. He 
described the initiative as an 
important step towards trans-
parent, modern and participa-
tory governance.

The Deputy Chief  Minister  
called upon all citizens and resi-
dents of  Jammu & Kashmir to 
actively join in the P-06

CS Assesses Mission YUVA 

Progress During Apex 

Committee Review Meeting
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo Monday 
chaired the Apex 
Committee Meeting 
of  Mission YUVA 
and reviewed the 
progress achieved 
under the ambi-
tious initiative 
aimed at fostering 
entre preneurship, 
generating employment 
and establishing Jammu & 
Kashmir as a thriving hub of  
enterprises and sustainable 
livelihoods.

The meeting was attended 
by senior officers from differ-
ent departments including 
ACS, Finance; Commissioner 
Secretary, School Education; 
Secretary, Labour & Employ-
ment; Secretary, RDD; Direc-
tor, Employment; Executive 
Director, EDI representa-
tives from J&K Bank and 
other financial institutions, 
district administrations and 

other stakeholders associ-
ated with implementation 
of  Mission YUVA.

During the meeting, 
the Chief  Secretary 

took a comprehen-
sive review of  
the performance 
recorded under the 
four foundational 
pillars of  Mission 

YUVA constituting 
the creation of  Cul-

ture, Capital, Capacity and 
enhancing Connectivity for 
the ease and welfare of  the 
applicants.

 Besides this the Chief  
Secretary assessed district-
wise achievements, institu-
tional preparedness, credit 
facilitation, entrepreneur-
ship development and imple-
mentation bottlenecks. He 
emphasized the need for 
coordinated efforts by the 
departments, financial insti-
tutions and district adminis-
trations to ensure that Mis-
sion YUVA P-06

'Thajwas Glacier Lost 86% Area, 88% 

Volume Since Neoglaciation'
Identifies Four Major Glacial Advances Over Past Nearly 21,000 In Kashmir Himalaya

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: The Thajwas 
Glacier in the Kashmir Hima-
laya has lost nearly 86 per cent 
of  its area and close to 88 per 
cent of  its volume since the 
Neoglaciation period, accord-
ing to a new scientific study 
published in the journal Geo-
science Frontiers, highlight-
ing the long-term impact of  
rising global temperatures on 
Himalayan glaciers.

 The study, published in 
the journal Geoscience Fron-
tiers, reconstructed the paleo-
glacial history of  the Thajwas 
Glacier using cosmogenic 
Beryllium-10 (10Be) exposure 
dating and geomorphological 
mapping, providing one of  the 
few detailed glacial chronolo-

gies from the Kashmir Hima-
laya.

Researchers identified 
four major glacial advances 
over the past nearly 21,000 
years, corresponding to the 
global Last Glacial Maximum 
(gLGM), the Younger Dryas 
period, the Early Holocene 
and the Neoglaciation phase.

According to the study ana-

lysed by the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO), the glacier witnessed 
major advances around 20,770 
years ago, 11,460 years ago, 
9,120 years ago and nearly 
4,190 years ago.

The researchers said the 
glacier has undergone a dras-
tic reduction in both area 
and volume since the gLGM 

period. “The Thajwas Glacier 
lost around 64 per cent of  its 
area and 73 per cent of  its 
volume from the Last Glacial 
Maximum to the Neoglacia-
tion stage,” the study noted.

It added that glacier retreat 
accelerated further in more 
recent times, with the glacier 
losing around 85.74 per cent 
of  its area and 87.67 per cent 
of  its volume from the Neo-
glaciation period to the pres-
ent day.

The scientists said the find-
ings indicate a strong connec-
tion between global tempera-
ture rise and glacier melt in 
the Himalaya.

The study also examined 
changes in the glacier’s Equi-
librium Line Altitude (ELA), 
the point on a glacier P-06

Pak Shelling Last Year 
Snapped Power Lines 
Along LoC In J&K: NRPC

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: The Power Grid has 
informed the Northern Regional 
Power Committee (NRPC) that 
heavy shelling from Pakistan in 
May last year resulted in snap-
ping of  conductors and damaged 
towers in at Uri, Kupwara and 
other areas along the Line of  
Control (LoC).  

NRPC in a meeting had said 
that AE (Protection) further 
apprised that there were multi-
ple tripping due to cross border 
shelling and firing.

“Power Grid informed that 
heavy shelling in Uri, Kupwara 
and other areas along the LoC 
resulted in snapping of  conduc-
tors and damage of  tower mem-
bers, also there was restriction 
in the area which hampered the 
replacement and restoration work 
of  affected line,” the NRPC said.

The NRPC further said that 
AE (Protection), informed that 
ceasefire was announced on 10th 
May however tripping was also 
on 13th, 15th and 16th May for 
400KV URI 1 - P-06

Tourism Boom Breathes 

New Life Into Gulmarg

BILAL DAR

SRINAGAR: Nearly one 
years after the valley’s tour-
ism engine sputtered, Gul-
marg is roaring back to life. 
Officials said Monday the hill 
station is operating at near-
full capacity, with domestic 
footfall surging and foreign 
arrivals expected to follow 
suit in the coming months.

Tariq Hussain Naik, CEO 
of the Gulmarg Development 
Authority (GDA), described 
the revival as a turning point. 
“Tourists from across the 
country are returning for 
the weather, the scenery, and 
the peace. Gulmarg remains 
a year-round favourite,” he 
said. Naik credited the turn-

around to coordinated efforts 
by the administration, tour-
ism department, local stake-
holders, and security agencies 
after last year’s downturn.

But the rebound comes 
with a warning. Naik made 
it clear that Gulmarg will not 
be allowed to go the way of  
other overcrowded hill sta-
tions. “Illegal constructions 
will not be tolerated,” he 
said, adding that the resort is 
a designated no-construction 
zone. Officials said nearly 
13 unauthorised structures 
have already been sealed in 
recent anti-encroachment 
drives, with more action 
planned in the coming days.

On the development front, 
the GDA is P-06

"LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR interacted 
with the officials and directed them for expediting 
the progress and ensure completion of pending works 

well before commencement of Shri Amarnathji yatra."
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“Museums Uniting a Divided World”

Jammu, Srinagar mark 
International Museum Day

DC Shopian launches self-enumeration 

drive for census-2027 at GDC Shopian

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The J&K 
Department of  Archives, 
Archaeology & Museums 
Monday celebrated the 
International Museum Day 
under the theme “Muse-
ums Uniting a Divided 
World” in conjunction with 
Mission Gyan Bharatam.

Specially curated exhi-
bitions of  artifacts and 
rare manuscript collec-
tions were organized at 
the Dogra Art Museum, 
Jammu and the SPS 

Museum, Lalmandi, Sri-
nagar, with free entry for 
all the visitors.

At the Dogra Art 
Museum Jammu, the exhi-
bition was inaugurated 
by Yudhvir Sethi, MLA, 
Jammu East.

At the SPS Museum, 
Srinagar, the event was 
inaugurated by Brij Mohan 
Sharma, Principal Secre-
tary, Department of  Cul-
ture in presence of  Kuldeep 
Krishan Sidha, Director, 
Archives, Archaeology 
& Museums and Parvez 

Ahmad, Special Secretary, 
Department of  Culture.

The exhibitions fea-
tured unique manuscripts 
and artifacts, including 
the 5th-century Gilgit 
Manuscript on birch bark, 
Tafseer-i-Kabeer, Shah 
Nama-i-Firdousi, a bronze 
sculpture of  Bodhisattva 
Padmapani, 3rd-century 
terracotta tiles, Shah Jah-
an’s gold-plated bow, the 
Royal Armoury, Basohli 
paintings, Sudhama paint-
ings and gold coins from 
the Kushan period.

To make the event 
inclusive and accessible, 
refreshments and gifts were 
arranged for over 1,000 visi-
tors across both the muse-
ums, including students, 
ex-servicemen, scholars, 
authors and tourists.

On the occasion, wheel-
chairs and helpers were 
also provided for the per-
sons with disabilities.

The visitors expressed 
appreciation for the 
department’s initiative, 
calling it a first-of-its-kind, 
well-facilitated exhibition.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: In a major 
push toward public aware-
ness and community par-
ticipation, a mega district-
level self-enumeration 
awareness programme

Commenced from 17th 
May, will continue till 31st 
May, 2026 for census 2027 
was successfully conduct-
ed Monday here at the Gov-
ernment Degree College 
(GDC) Shopian.

Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) who is also Principal 
Census Officer, Shopian, 
Shishir Gupta was the 
Chief  Guest on the occa-
sion, who emphasized the 
landmark shift toward 
citizen-led digital data 
collection.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Deputy Commis-
sioner underscored the criti-
cal importance of  accurate, 
timely data and called upon 
the entire administrative 
machinery to act as cata-
lysts for public engagement 
and also ensure 100% data 
collection and message to 
all to aware about self-enu-
meration.

"Coordinated adminis-

trative efforts and grass-
roots public awareness 
are the absolute pillars 
for the smooth, successful 
execution of  census 2027 
across the district," the DC 
remarked.

He strictly urged all offi-
cers and employees to not 
only actively participate 
in the process themselves 
but also to rigorously moti-
vate the general public for 
maximum digital onboard-
ing, the Self-Enumeration 
Windows.

The DC emphasized the 
significance of  accurate 
data collection and urged 
all officers and officials 
to approach the training 
with utmost dedication 
to ensure the successful 
implementation of  census- 
2027 across the district.

While speaking on the 
occasion, the DSEO (Addi-
tional District Census 
Officer), Shopian, Bilqees 
Zahoor said that the prima-
ry aim of  self-enumeration 
process is the counting of  
the population and moving 
away from paper- based 
operations to now digital 
census. She stressed that 
all details of  the house-
holds must be provided 
and urged for taking part 
in the process of  self-enu-
meration with dedication.

The comprehensive 
training initiative was split 
into two separate, intensive 
sessions to ensure detailed 
coverage of  the census 
modalities.

During the event, dis-
trict coordinator, Naveen 
Ragu, master trainers, 

Irfan Ahmed and Bilal 
Ahmed and Field Trainer 
(FT), Feroz Ahmed Lone 
imparted crucial technical 
training to the participat-
ing officers, officials and 
other key stakeholders.

FT briefed the partici-
pants about the question-
answer hour of  self-enu-
meration programme, 
highlighting it's  signifi-
cance in ensuring accurate 
data. The sessions focused 
on equipping the staff  
with the necessary skills 
to seamlessly manage and 
execute the self- enumera-
tion process.

The district administra-
tion has finalized a compre-
hensive outreach frame-
work to assist citizens 
during this 15-day window, 
ensuring that the transi-
tion to India's first heavily 
paperless census model is 
seamless and inclusive for 
every household in District 
Shopian.

During the sessions, 
participants were briefed 
about digital registration, 
data accuracy and public 
awareness measures to 
ensure smooth conduct of  
census- 2027 activities.

DC reviews arrangements 

for Eid-ul-Adha at Kulgam

Startup India, DPIIT to organize 
TEJAS Workshop in B'la on May 21

Dir Agri inaugurates 

Flower Seedling 

Distribution at Lalmandi
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KULGAM: De puty 
Commissioner Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam Monday 
convened a meeting of  offi-
cers to review the arrange-
ments put in place for the 
upcoming festive occasion 
of  Eid-ul-Adha.

During the meeting, the 
DC directed officers of  the 
Jal Shakti Department and 
KPDCL to ensure smooth 
supply of  water and elec-
tricity across the district. 
He also instructed the Jal 
Shakti Department to keep 
water tankers available in 
required areas and ensure 
that no locality faces any 
shortage of drinking water.

 District Sheep Husband-
ry Officer informed the 
chair that adequate num-
bers of  sacrificial animals, 
including sheep and goats, 
are available in the district.

 Chief Animal Husband-
ry Officer informed the 
meeting that sufficient poul-
try stock is also available to 

meet public demand during 
the festive days.

 The DC further directed 
the concerned authorities to 
intensify market checking to 
ensure the quality and avail-
ability of essential commod-
ities, including bakery and 
confectionery items, milk, 
meat, chicken, vegetables, 
and other essentials in the 
markets.

Municipal authorities 
were directed to ensure 
proper sanitation in towns, 
mosques, and Eidgahs. 
They were also instructed to 
repair defunct streetlights, if  

any, to facilitate the public 
during the festival.

He also directed the con-
cerned authorities to iden-
tify designated locations for 
proper disposal of  offal to 
maintain cleanliness and 
hygiene during Eid-ul-Adha 
celebrations.

On the occasion, Traf-
fic Police authorities were 
asked to ensure smooth reg-
ulation of traffic across the 
district. The meeting was 
attended by ADDC, ADC, 
ACR, Tehsildars, Executive 
Engineers, Executive Offi-
cers and other  officers.
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BARAMULLA: In a sig-
nificant step towards 
strengthening the start-
up and entrepreneurial 
ecosystem at the district 
level, Startup India, DPIIT 
in collaboration with 
JKEDI, District Adminis-
tration is organising the 
TEJAS Workshop sched-
uled to be held on 21st 
May 2026 at Dak Bunga-
low Baramulla.

 The workshop aims to 
bring together aspiring 
entrepreneurs, startups, 
innovators, students, 
industry experts, institu-
tional stakeholders, and 
government representa-
tives on a common plat-
form to promote entre-
preneurship-led economic 
growth and innovation.

The workshop is being 
organised with the objec-
tive of  creating awareness 
about startup opportuni-
ties, government support 
mechanisms, innovation-

driven entrepreneur-
ship, incubation support, 
and market linkages for 
emerging enterprises. 
The event will focus on 
enabling local entrepre-
neurs to understand the 
evolving startup ecosys-
tem and explore pathways 
for business growth, fund-
ing, mentorship, and insti-
tutional support.

The agenda of  the 
workshop includes inau-
gural and context-setting 
sessions highlighting the 
entrepreneurial land-
scape and opportunities 
in the district. Key ses-
sions during the event will 
cover awareness about 
Startup India initiatives 
and benefits, insights into 
the startup ecosystem, 
innovation and design 
thinking processes, intel-
lectual property aware-
ness, incubation and 
entrepreneurship culture, 
and promotion of  district-
specific products under 
the One District One Prod-

uct (ODOP) initiative.
The workshop will also 

feature interactive ses-
sions on business model 
development, financial 
planning, investment 
readiness, startup show-
cases, founder interac-
tions, and networking 
opportunities aimed at 
inspiring aspiring entre-
preneurs and strengthen-
ing collaboration among 
ecosystem stakeholders.

The TEJAS workshop 
is expected to serve as a 
catalyst for fostering inno-
vation, encouraging youth 
entrepreneurship, promot-
ing women-led enterpris-
es, and building a vibrant 
startup ecosystem.

Entrepreneurs, stu-
dents, academia, indus-
try representatives, and 
other stakeholders should 
actively participate in the 
workshop and benefit from 
the knowledge-sharing and 
networking opportunities 
being offered through the 
event.
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SRINAGAR: Direc-
tor Agriculture Kash-
mir, Sartaj Ahmad Shah  
Monday inaugurated the 
distribution of  flower seed-
lings at the Floriculture 
Nursery, Lalmandi, in a 
bid to promote ornamen-
tal gardening and encour-
age floriculture activities 
among growers and gar-
dening enthusiasts across 
the Valley.

During the inaugura-
tion ceremony, the Direc-
tor emphasized the impor-
tance of  floriculture as a 
viable sector for income 
generation, beautification, 
and environmental sus-
tainability. He highlighted 
the department’s commit-
ment towards providing 
quality planting material 
and technical support to 
farmers, youth, and urban 
gardeners interested in 
flower cultivation.

The department has 
made available a wide 
range of  quality planting 
material at government-

approved and subsidized 
rates, including hybrid and 
open-pollinated annual 
seedlings, imported and 
technically propagated 
potted plants, and rooted 
plants in polybags. The 
Director stated that the 
initiative is aimed at ensur-
ing easy access to quality 
flower planting material 
during the summer season 
and enhancing the floricul-
ture sector in the Valley.

The Director stated 
that the distribution pro-
gramme aims to ensure 
the timely availability of  
seasonal flower seedlings 
to the public and promote 
aesthetic landscaping in 
residential areas, institu-
tions, parks, and public 
spaces. He also urged 
growers to adopt modern 
floriculture practices for 
enhancing productivity and 
commercial opportunities.

On the occasion Deputy 
Director Agriculture Cen-
tral Kashmir, Floricultur-
ist Kashmir and officials 
of  Floriculture Wing were 
present.

DC Budgam chairs interdepartmental 
meeting on mining, mineral extraction
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BUDGAM: An Inter-
Departmental District 
Level meeting was 
Monday convened under 
the chairmanship of  the 
Deputy Commissioner(DC) 
Budgam, Athar Aamir 
Khan  to review, assess, 
and strengthen the regula-
tory and monitoring mech-
anisms for mineral extrac-
tion and transportation in 
the district.

During the meeting, 
a review of  the existing 
enforcement framework 
was undertaken and the 
functioning of  various 
departments involved in 
mineral regulation was 
assessed in detail.

The DC directed the Irri-
gation and Flood Control 
Department, Budgam, to 
maintain strict vigil over 
Nallah Sukhnag, Doodh-
ganga, and Shaliganga 
and other nallah’s of  the 
District to ensure that no 
illegal extraction of  miner-
als takes place from these 
water bodies.

The District Mineral 
Officer (DMO), Budgam, 
was directed to further 
strengthen the vigilance 
and ensure real-time moni-
toring across district.

The Assistant Regional 
Transport Officer (ARTO), 
Budgam, was instructed 
to initiate strict action 
against vehicles and  
machinery, found involved 
in illegal mineral extrac-

tion and transportation 
activities.

The DC stressed that 
illegal mining and unau-
thorized transportation 
of  minerals shall not be 
tolerated under any cir-
cumstances and reiterated 
that a zero-tolerance policy 
shall be adopted against all 
violators.

All Sub-Divisional 
Magistrates (SDMs) were 
directed to closely monitor 
incidents of  illegal mining 
within their jurisdictions 
and ensure prompt legal 
action against offenders.

The R&B Department 
was directed to closely 
monitor road infrastructure 
affected by the movement 
of  overloaded vehicles and 
to ensure the installation 
of  proper checkpoints and 
barricades at vulnerable 
locations.

 The department was 
further instructed to 
coordinate with enforce-
ment agencies to prevent 
damage to public infra-
structure caused by illegal 

mineral transportation.
The DC  also directed all 

concerned departments to 
ensure time-bound imple-
mentation of  the decisions 
taken during the meeting 
and to submit regular prog-
ress reports for review.

He further emphasized 
that coordinated enforce-
ment drives shall be con-
ducted jointly by all stake-
holder departments and 
accountability shall be 
fixed in cases of  negligence 
or lapses in enforcement.

The DC stated that these 
measures are aimed at 
strengthening governance, 
ensuring regulatory com-
pliance, and protecting the 
natural resources of  the 
district.

The meeting was attend-
ed by ADDC Budgam,Vivek 
Agarwal; ADC Budgam, 
ACR Budgam, all SDMs, 
Divisional Forest Officer, 
Executive Engineer I&FC, 
District Mineral Officer, 
ARTO, representatives of  
R&B department and other 
concerned officers.

DLSA Shopian empowers youth with vital 
awareness Program on NALSA Scheme
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SHOPIAN:  In a proactive 
effort to bridge the gap 
between legal aid and citi-
zens during times of  crisis, 
the District Legal Services 
Authority (DLSA) Shop-
ian, in collaboration with 
the Education Department 
Shopian, organized a com-
prehensive awareness pro-
gram Monday.

The event focused on the 
NALSA Scheme for Disas-
ter Victims and was hosted 
at the Higher Secondary 
School Narapora, Shopian.

The program witnessed 
enthusiastic participation 
from a large number of  stu-
dents and educators, high-
lighting a growing com-
munity interest in under-
standing legal rights and 
disaster-related support 
mechanisms.

Rafie Ahmad Ganie, 
Chief  Legal Aid Defence 

Counsel (LADC) Shop-
ian, led an insightful ses-
sion detailing the core 
provisions of  the NALSA 
Scheme for Disaster Vic-
tims. He explicitly empha-
sized the critical impor-
tance of  accessing timely, 
free legal assistance during 
crises.

The event was well-
supported by Para Legal 
Volunteers (PLVs), Sadaf  
Manzoor and Sajad Ahmad 
who actively engaged with 
the attendees.

The primary objective 

of  the initiative was to 
educate vulnerable popu-
lations, ensuring they are 
fully informed of  their stat-
utory rights and the legal 
support infrastructure 
available to them during 
natural or man-made 
disasters.

DLSA Shopian remains 
steadfastly committed to 
driving grassroots legal 
literacy, empowering citi-
zens and fostering resil-
ience through continuous 
community outreach ini-
tiatives.

DLSA Ganderbal to hold Special Lok Adalat on June 6

Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan

Central Kashmir Excise Range 
intensifies crackdown against illicit 
cultivation of poppy crops
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GANDERBAL: As part 
of  the approved Plan of  
Action and Calendar of  
Activities for the year 2026, 
the District Legal Services 
Authority (DLSA) Gan-
derbal has notified that 
a Special Lok Adalat on 
contentious cases shall be 
conducted on June 6, 2026 
at the District Court Com-

plex Ganderbal and Mun-
siff  Court Kangan.

The Special Lok Adalat 
is being organized to facili-
tate amicable settlement of  
contentious cases through 
mutual consent and con-
ciliation, thereby ensuring 
speedy and cost-effective 
justice to the litigants.

In this regard, the gen-
eral public and litigants, 
in particular, who are will-

ing to settle their pending 
contentious cases through 
the Lok Adalat mecha-
nism, have been advised 
to approach the concerned 
courts, District Legal Ser-
vices Authority Gander-
bal, or Tehsil Legal Ser-
vices Committees (TLSCs) 
Ganderbal and Kangan for 
referral of  such cases to 
the Special Lok Adalat on 
or before May 30, 2026.
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SRINAGAR: Central 
Kashmir Excise Range 
intensified its crackdown 
against the illicit cultiva-
tion of  Narcotic crops 
(Poppy) under the Nasha 
Mukht Jammu and Kash-
mir Abhiyan.

Destruction of  illegal 
poppy cultivation was 
held at multiple locations 
across the Srinagar-Bud-
gam-Ganderbal Excise 
Range including Zoni-
mar Eidgah and Ichgam 
Budgam in collaboration 
with Police, Revenue and 
Agriculture Department.

Accordingly, the FIR was 
lodged under the relevant 
sections of  NDPS Act at the 

concerned Police Stations. 
All legal formalities includ-
ing seizure, Sampling and 
destruction were reportedly 
completed on spot.

 In this regard, Case FIR 
No. 39/2026 and FIR No. 
125/2026 U/S 8/18 NDPS 
Act has been registered at 
Police Station Soura and 
Police station Budgam  
and investigation has been 
taken up.

The enforcement action 
exemplifies the commit-
ment of  the Excise Depart-
ment to curbing illegal 
activities and upholding the 
rule of  law under the super-
vision of  the Excise Com-
missioner and the Deputy 
Excise Commissioner 
(Executive), Kashmir.
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Sakeena Itoo reviews proposed 
interventions for transforming, 
strengthening ECCE in J&K
Calls for holistic, inclusive, child-centric learning ecosystem across J&K

Advisor Nasir Aslam reviews Yatra,  

Eid preparedness in Jammu
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SRINAGAR: Minister 
for Education, Social Wel-
fare, Health & Medical 
Education, Sakeena Itoo 
Monday chaired a high-
level review meeting to 
assess the interventions 
proposed for transforming 
and strengthening Early 
Childhood Care and Edu-
cation (ECCE) by the Social 
Welfare department across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Commissioner Secre-
tary, Social Welfare depart-
ment, Sarmad Hafeez; 
Commissioner Secretary 
Education, Ram Niwas 
Sharma; Mission Direc-
tor ICDS, Sajad Hussain 
Ganai; Project Director 
Samagra, Bhawani Rakh-
wal; Director School Edu-
cation Kashmir, Naseer 
Ahmad Wani; Director 
Health Services Kashmir, 
Director Finance/Director 
Planning of  Health, Social 
Welfare, School Educa-
tion and Higher Education 
departments, other senior 
officers, while as Director 
School Education Jammu, 
Director Health Services 
Jammu, Director Social 
Welfare Jammu, repre-
sentatives of  BISAG-N 
and other concerned offi-
cers attended the meeting 
through virtual mode.

During the meeting, the 
Minister undertook a com-
prehensive review of  the 

ongoing Early Childhood 
Care and Education (ECCE) 
initiatives, infrastructural 
preparedness, teacher 
training modules, learning 
outcomes, enrolment trends 
and convergence mecha-
nisms aimed at ensuring 
quality foundational learn-
ing for children in the age 
group of 3 to 6 years.

Addressing the officers, 
Sakeena Itoo underscored 
the critical importance of  
ECCE in shaping the cogni-
tive, emotional and social 
development of  children. 
She stated that ECCE 
forms the bedrock of  the 
education system and plays 
a pivotal role in nurturing 
young minds during their 
most formative years.

Stressing on the proper 
implementation of  ECCE 
framework in coordina-
tion with School Educa-
tion department, the Min-
ister directed all concerned 
departments to work in 
close synergy to achieve 
measurable improve-
ments in nutrition, school 
readiness and foundational 
learning outcomes.

She also directed the 
officers to remove duplicity 
if  any regarding children 
registered in Anganwadi 
Centres and schools.

The Minister empha-
sized that the government 
is committed to building 
an inclusive, equitable and 
child-friendly ECCE frame-
work. She directed the 
concerned authorities to 
ensure effective implemen-
tation of  play-based and 
activity-oriented learning 
methodologies across all 
pre-primary institutions 
and Anganwadi centres.

Sakeena Itoo stressed 
the need for strengthening 
coordination between the 
School Education depart-
ment and Integrated Child 
Development Services 
(ICDS) to ensure seamless 
delivery of  early learning 
and nutrition support. She 
further called for enhanced 
parental awareness and 
community participation 
to create a supportive eco-
system for young learners.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of  trained educa-
tors, the Minister asked 

the concerned officers to 
intensify capacity-build-
ing programmes for ECCE 
teachers and Anganwadi 
workers to equip them 
with contemporary teach-
ing techniques and child 
psychology-based learning 
approaches.

Reaffirming the gov-
ernment’s commitment 
towards quality education 
and child welfare, Sakeena 
Itoo said that sustained 
efforts are being made to 
strengthen foundational 
literacy and numeracy 
while ensuring that every 
child in Jammu and Kash-
mir receives a nurturing, 
stimulating and safe learn-
ing environment.

The Minister also direct-
ed the concerned officers 
to strengthen Anameia 
checkups in AWCs so that 
maximum beneficiaries 
are covered.

During the meeting, 
Commissioner Secretary 
Social Welfare, Sarmad 
Hafeez gave a detailed 
on proposed interven-
tions regarding ECCE. 
He informed that innova-
tive mentorship models 
are being implemented to 
bridge Anganwadis and pri-
mary schools, with mentor 
teachers providing peda-
gogical support and on-site 
guidance. He also said that 
that internship collabora-
tions are being rolled out to 
strengthen service delivery 
at the grassroots.
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JAMMU: Advisor to the 
Chief  Minister, Nasir 
Aslam Wani, Monday 
chaired a high-level meet-
ing with senior officers to 
review summer prepared-
ness, arrangements for 
upcoming pilgrimages, 
availability of  food and 
essential supplies, and pre-
paredness for Eid-ul-Adha 
celebrations across Jammu 
division.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Divisional Commis-
sioner Jammu Ramesh 
Kumar, IGP Jammu Bhim-
sen Tuti, DIG Traffic J&K 
Dr Haseeb Mughal, Com-
missioner Jammu Munici-
pal Corporation Devansh 
Yadav, Managing Direc-
tor JPDCL Gurpal Singh, 
Deputy Commissioner 
Jammu Rakesh Minhas, 
heads of  various depart-
ments and other senior 
officers.

At the outset, the Divi-
sional Commissioner 
Jammu briefed the meet-
ing about the overall 
summer preparedness 
across the division, includ-
ing measures being taken 
by various departments 
to ensure uninterrupted 
public services during the 
peak summer season.

He also presented an 
overview of  major develop-
mental works underway in 
the region, including roads, 
highways, bridges and 
other key infrastructure 
projects aimed at improv-
ing connectivity and public 
convenience.

The meeting was 
informed that, in view 
of  the prevailing crisis 

in West Asia, sufficient 
stocks of  essential com-
modities, including food 
grains and fuel, are avail-
able across Jammu divi-
sion and supplies are being 
continuously replenished 
to avoid any disruption. 
The officers assured that 
adequate buffer stocks are 
being maintained to meet 
any eventuality during the 
summer and pilgrimage 
season.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner further briefed the 
meeting about arrange-
ments being put in place 
for the forthcoming Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra, Mach-
ail Mata Yatra and Budha 
Amarnath Yatra in Jammu 
division. He informed that 
comprehensive prepara-
tions are underway to 
ensure smooth conduct of  
the pilgrimages, particu-
larly in view of  the mon-
soon season. Measures 
relating to road connec-
tivity, sanitation, health 
facilities, traffic regulation 
and emergency response 
systems are being strength-
ened to facilitate hassle-
free movement of  pilgrims.

The meeting also 
reviewed the present power 
supply scenario in Jammu 
region. The Managing 
Director, JPDCL, briefed the 
meeting regarding ongoing 

measures to improve power 
supply infrastructure and 
ensure uninterrupted elec-
tricity supply to consumers 
during the summer months.

He informed that steps 
are being taken for advance 
maintenance of  transform-
ers and strengthening of  
distribution networks to 
minimize disruptions.

The meeting also dis-
cussed arrangements 
being made for the smooth 
celebration of  the upcom-
ing Eid-ul-Adha in Jammu 
region. The Divisional 
Commissioner informed 
that market checking 
teams would be constituted 
to prevent black marketing, 
hoarding and profiteering 
during the festival period. 
He said all departments 
are working in coordina-
tion to ensure availability 
of  essential commodities 
and smooth civic services 
during the festival.

During the meeting, 
the IGP Jammu and DIG 
Traffic J&K briefed the 
chair about the security 
and traffic management 
plans being formulated 
for the upcoming Eid fes-
tival and major Yatras in 
Jammu and Kashmir. They 
informed that foolproof  
security arrangements and 
comprehensive traffic reg-
ulation plans are being put 

in place to facilitate smooth 
movement of  pilgrims and 
the general public.

Speaking during the 
meeting, the Advisor direct-
ed the Power Development 
Department and Jal Shakti 
Department to ensure 
uninterrupted electricity 
and drinking water supply 
during the peak summer 
season. He stressed the need 
for advance maintenance 
of  transformers, rational 
deployment of  water tank-
ers and establishment of  
24x7 grievance redressal 
mechanisms to address 
public complaints promptly.

The Advisor also direct-
ed the Health Department 
to keep all hospitals and 
Primary Health Centres 
fully equipped to handle 
heat-related illnesses. He 
instructed the department 
to maintain adequate 
stocks of  essential medi-
cines and ensure deploy-
ment of  mobile medical 
units in vulnerable areas, 
particularly during the 
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
and other pilgrimages.

He further directed the 
Traffic Police and Trans-
port Department to prop-
erly regulate vehicular 
movement on vulnerable 
stretches of  the Nation-
al Highway and ensure 
adequate public trans-
port facilities during the 
Yatra period. The Advisor 
instructed the FCS&CA 
Department to maintain 
sufficient buffer stocks of  
essential commodities and 
intensify market checking 
drives to curb hoarding 
and profiteering of  perish-
ables during Eid and the 
Yatra season.

Rana hands over engagement  orders 
to Anganwadi Workers in Mendhar
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MENDHAR: Minister for 
Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology 
& Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed 
Rana, Monday handed 
over engagement orders to 
newly selected Anganwadi 
Workers and Helpers from 
Mendhar and Balakote 
under the Integrated Child 
Development Services 
(ICDS) scheme, reaffirming 
the government’s commit-
ment towards strengthen-
ing the grassroots welfare 
and public health services 
in rural and border areas.

The  event marked an 
important step towards 
enhancing the delivery of  
early childhood care, nutri-
tion, maternal healthcare 
and community welfare 
services in the region.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Minister under-
scored the significant 
contribution of  Angan-
wadi Workers in promot-
ing child welfare, women 
empowerment and com-
munity health awareness.

The Minister said that 
the government led by 
Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah is firmly commit-
ted to fulfil its promises in 
the sectors of  health, edu-
cation and social welfare 
and is taking concrete mea-
sures to strengthen grass-
roots institutions across 
Jammu and Kashmir. He 
said the administration 

is working with dedica-
tion to ensure that wel-
fare schemes reach every 
deserving household, espe-
cially in rural and tribal 
regions.

Highlighting the objec-
tives of  the ICDS scheme, 
the Minister said that 
Anganwadi centres play 
a vital role in improving 
the nutritional and health 
status of  children, while 
also creating awareness 
among mothers regard-
ing healthcare, balanced 
nutrition, immunisation 
and child development. He 
noted that the scheme aims 
to provide a strong founda-
tion for the psychological, 
physical and social devel-
opment of  children besides 
helping reduce malnutri-
tion, morbidity and mor-
tality among women and 
children.

Emphasising the need 
for further strengthening 
Anganwadi services, the 
Minister called for sus-
tained efforts to improve 
their effective functioning 
and outreach. He assured 

continued government 
support for enhancing 
infrastructure, ensur-
ing timely availability of  
resources and creating 
better working conditions 
for Anganwadi Workers 
and Helpers so that they 
can discharge their respon-
sibilities efficiently.

Congratulating the 
newly selected  workers 
and helpers, Javed Rana 
urged them to serve the 
people with dedication, sin-
cerity and compassion. He 
encouraged them to work 
actively for the welfare of  
women and children and 
contribute meaningfully 
towards building a health-
ier and more aware society 
in their respective areas.

The programme was 
attended by officials of  the 
concerned departments, 
local representatives and 
the public, who appreci-
ated the government’s 
efforts towards strength-
ening grassroots welfare 
institutions and expanding 
employment opportunities 
in the region.

MP Jugal Kishore Sharma chairs 

DISHA meeting in Jammu
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Member of  Par-
liament Jugal Kishore 
Sharma Monday chaired 
the District Development 
Coordination and Monitor-
ing Committee (DISHA) 
meeting here at the District 
Headquarters, Jammu, to 
review the implementation 
and progress of  the Central-
ly Sponsored Schemes and 
flagship programmes being 
executed in the district.

 Member of  Rajya Sabha 
Sat Paul Sharma, who is Co-
Chairperson of  the DISHA 
Committee, also presided 
over the deliberations and 
offered valuable inputs on 
the occasion.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Members of  Legisla-
tive Assembly from the 
district, who actively raised 
developmental issues and 
concerns pertaining to their 
respective constituencies, 
along with senior district 
officers and representatives 
of  concerned departments.

District Development 
Commissioner Jammu, 
Dr. Rakesh Minhas gave a 
detailed presentation high-
lighting the status, achieve-
ments and progress under 
various Centrally Spon-
sored Schemes being imple-
mented across the district. A 
comprehensive review was 
undertaken of  major pro-
grammes including PMAY, 

Jal Jeevan Mission, MGN-
REGA, PMGSY, Swachh 
Bharat Mission, PM Surya 
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana, PM 
KUSUM, PM SHRI Schools, 
Health, Education, Power, 
Rural Development and 
Social Welfare schemes, 
covering both physical and 
financial progress.

The meeting witnessed 
threadbare deliberations 
on the ground-level imple-
mentation of these schemes. 
The Chair underlined that 
timely and planned execu-
tion of  projects is of  para-
mount importance for 
ensuring effective grass-
roots delivery and stressed 
the need for transparency, 
accountability and quality 
standards across all execut-
ing agencies.

Reviewing the overall 
progress, MP Jugal Kishore 
issued directions, covering 
a wide range of  ongoing 
developmental works across 
the district. He emphasised 
that completed schemes be 
operationalised without 
delay so that public ben-
efit is not held up and that 
works stalled for any reason 

be brought back on track 
through appropriate reme-
dial measures. Directions 
were also issued for expe-
diting pending works and 
ensuring that fresh works 
are commenced in accor-
dance with approved plans 
and timelines.

The Chair gave particu-
lar attention to key flag-
ship schemes, directing 
that targets under housing, 
rural electrification, road 
connectivity, sanitation 
and school infrastructure 
programmes be pursued 
with renewed urgency. He 
stressed that the benefits of  
these schemes reach all eli-
gible beneficiaries and that 
awareness among the public 
be actively promoted with 
the involvement of  elected 
representatives. Direc-
tions were also issued for 
redressal of  issues relating 
to power supply and drink-
ing water, with emphasis on 
ensuring that infrastruc-
ture in one sector does not 
hamper delivery in another.

Specific directions were 
also issued on certain local 
infrastructure matters of  

importance to the district, 
including road connectiv-
ity and bridge projects, for 
which the Chair called for 
expeditious resolution of  
pending issues.

Member of  Rajya Sabha 
Sat Paul Sharma, while 
addressing the meeting, 
stressed that Jammu and 
Kashmir must accelerate 
its performance across 
Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes so that maximum 
benefit reaches the public. 
He laid special emphasis 
on sanitation targets and 
urged that more avenues 
be explored to enable 
departments to deliver 
public benefits effectively 
through Government of  
India schemes.

Others present at the 
meeting included Addi-
tional District Development 
Commissioner Sher Singh, 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Vidhu Shekhar, 
Sub-Divisional Magistrates 
of  respective sub-divisions, 
Chief Planning Officer Ajay-
pal Singh, Superintending 
Engineers and other con-
cerned sectoral officers.

Er Rashid gets 
bail to attend 
father’s funeral in 
Langate

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Baramulla 
MP Engineer Rashid was 
on Monday granted bail to 
attend the last rites of  his 
father, Haji Khazir Moham-
mad, who passed away after a 
brief  illness at AIIMS Delhi.

Family members said 
that Rashid has been 
allowed to participate in 
the funeral following his 
father’s death in New 
Delhi. Rashid has been 
granted bail till June 02.

Notably, Rashid was ear-
lier granted interim bail on 
April 28 to meet his ailing 
father. After spending a 
few days with his family, he 
returned to Tihar Jail on May 
6. The last rites of  Khazir 
Mohammad Sheikh will be 
held at his native place in 
Langate in north Kashmir, 
family sources said. (KNO)

CM expresses 
grief over demise 
of father of MP 
Rashid, MLA 
Khursheed Ahmad

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah has 
expressed deep grief  and 
sorrow over the passing 
away of Khazir Mohammad 
Sheikh, father of  Hon’ble 
Member of  Parliament Er. 
Rashid and MLA Khur-
sheed Ahmad Sheikh, who 
breathed his last at AIIMS, 
New Delhi, after a prolonged 
illness. Khazir Mohammad 
Sheikh was 85 years old.

The Chief Minister con-
veyed his heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved 
family and prayed for eter-
nal peace to the departed 
soul. He also prayed for 
strength and courage to the 
family to bear this irrepa-
rable loss. 

Committees on Govt Assurances from Bihar, 
Jharkhand call on Speaker JKLA

Javid Dar completes Self-Enumeration for Census 2027
Calls it a milestone in digital governance

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Agriculture Production, Rural 
Development and Panchayati 
Raj, Cooperative and Election 
Department, Javid Ahmad 
Dar, Monday completed the 
Self-Enumeration process for 
Census 2027, marking participa-
tion in what is being described 
as India’s first fully digital and 
paperless Census exercise.

The Minister termed the ini-
tiative a significant milestone 
in the country’s digital gover-
nance framework. He stated 
that the Census integrates 
advanced digital technologies, 
mobile-based data collection 

systems and self-enumeration 
mechanisms to ensure greater 
efficiency, transparency, accu-
racy and real-time monitoring 
of  operations.

 Javid Dar said that the digi-
tal Census exercise reflects the 
government of  India’s com-
mitment towards leveraging 
the technology for improved 
governance and data-driven 
policy planning. He urged the 
citizens to actively participate 
in the self-enumeration process 
within the stipulated timeline 
to facilitate comprehensive and 
accurate data collection.

The Self-Enumeration phase, 
being conducted from May 17 to 
May 31, 2026, will gather infor-

mation on several critical aspects 
relating to housing and building 
conditions. The questionnaire 
covers key parameters including 
housing conditions, household 
assets, amenities and facili-
ties, access to sanitation and 
drinking water, type of  con-
struction, communication and 
transport facilities as well as 
the availability of  electricity and 
internet connectivity.

The Minister observed that 
reliable census data is essen-
tial for effective planning and 
implementation of  developmen-
tal schemes, enabling the gov-
ernments to formulate target-
ed policies for socio-economic 
progress and public welfare.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The delegates 
of  Committee on Government 
Assurances of  Legislative 
Council Bihar, Minority Wel-
fare Committee of  Committee 
of  Legislative Assembly Bihar 
and Committee on Government 
Assurances of  the Legislative 
Assembly Jharkhand, Monday 
visited the Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly and called 
on the Speaker, J&K Legislative 
Assembly Abdul Rahim Rather.

The Speaker welcomed the 
committee members and high-
lighted the important role of  the 
Committee on Government Assur-

ances in ensuring accountability 
and transparency in governance.

He stated that engaging with 
the committees from other states 
is essential to understand the 
diverse legislative landscapes 
across our country. It is through 
this collaborative spirit that all 
assemblies can work together 
to uphold and strengthen the 
democratic values of  the nation.

The high-level visit was 
focused on a bilateral exchange 
of  knowledge, aiming to deepen 
the mutual understanding of  
legislative work cultures and the 
specific procedural functions of  
their respective committees.

The visit also marks a signifi-

cant step in fostering inter-state 
cooperation between the legisla-
tive bodies. During the interac-
tion, the delegates shared best 
practices and discussed the evolv-
ing mechanisms used to ensure 
government accountability 
through the assurance process.

By studying the work culture and 
functioning of their counterparts, the 
committees aim to implement more 
robust frameworks for tracking and 
fulfilling government promises made 
on the floor of the House. The visiting 
delegations appreciated the function-
ing of  the J&K Legislative Assembly 
and expressed satisfaction over the 
exchange of  knowledge and best 
practices during the visit.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Cleaning Up J&K 
Cannot Remain A 

File On Paper

T
he approval of urban sanitation and waste 
management projects worth nearly Rs 433 
crore by the Omar Abdullah-led govern-
ment is undoubtedly a significant and 
much-needed step for Jammu and Kashmir. 

At a time when cities are choking under the pressure 
of unplanned urbanisation, mounting garbage and 
collapsing drainage systems, investments in scien-
tific waste management are no longer optional, they 
are essential for public survival.
The decision to establish an 800 TPD Integrated Solid 
Waste Management facility at Saidpora Achan in Sri-
nagar is particularly important. For years, Achan has 
symbolised administrative neglect, environmental 
degradation and official indifference. Mountains of 
untreated waste, unbearable stench, toxic smoke, 
pest infestation and contaminated surroundings have 
made life miserable for nearby residents. Successive 
governments spoke of reforms, but the dumping con-
tinued while promises rotted alongside the garbage.
Srinagar produces nearly 600 tonnes of waste every 
single day, and the volume is only increasing with 
rapid urban growth, consumerism and tourism. The 
reality is stark: a city aspiring to be an international 
tourist destination cannot continue to function with 
medieval waste disposal practices. Garbage dumped 
in open spaces, drains clogged with plastic and 
untreated waste entering water bodies have become 
routine scenes across the Valley. Such conditions 
are not merely civic failures; they are direct threats 
to public health and the fragile ecology of Kashmir.
The proposed project, if implemented sincerely, has 
the potential to transform urban sanitation in Srinagar. 
Scientific processing of waste, segregation, recycling 
and proper disposal can drastically reduce pollution 
and environmental damage. More importantly, it can 
restore dignity to residents living around dumping sites 
who have suffered silently for years.
The approvals for used-water management projects 
in Baramulla and Rajouri are equally important. Urban 
centres in Jammu and Kashmir are expanding rapidly, 
but sewerage infrastructure has remained outdated 
and insufficient. Untreated wastewater flowing into 
streams, rivers and residential areas has become a 
dangerous norm. This not only pollutes water bodies 
but also increases the risk of disease outbreaks.
However, the larger question remains whether these 
projects will move beyond official announcements 
and PowerPoint presentations. Jammu and Kashmir 
has witnessed numerous grand projects that either 
remain incomplete for years or become victims of 
corruption, poor execution and bureaucratic delays. 
Public trust can only be earned through visible action 
on the ground.
The government must ensure transparency, strict time-
lines and accountability at every stage of implementa-
tion. Environmental clearances, scientific monitoring 
and public participation must not be treated as mere 
formalities. A Public-Private Partnership model can 
succeed only when oversight remains strong and public 
interest takes precedence over profit.
Urban sanitation is not just about cleanliness; it is 
about governance, public health and the quality of 
life citizens deserve. If executed honestly, these 
projects can become a turning point in J&K’s urban 
development story. But if reduced to another exer-
cise in political publicity, the garbage will continue 
to grow while the promises decay.

Women In The Light Of Islam
TAWHEED PARVAIZ BHAT
   

F
rom the first Proph-
et Adam  to the last 
Prophet Muhammad  
, Allah blessed this 
earth with nearly 

one lakh and twenty-four 
thousand prophets. All the 
prophets sent by Allah were 
men. Many people raise the 
question: Why was no woman 
sent as a prophet? The answer 
itself  reflects the greatness 
and sacred status of  women 
in Islam. Even if  women were 
not chosen as prophets, they 
became the mothers of  proph-
ets. They carried prophets in 
their blessed wombs for nine 
months, nurtured them with 
love, and fed them with their 
milk. This honour alone is 
enough to show the high posi-
tion of  women in the sight of  
Allah. Before the arrival of  
Islam, especially in Arab soci-
ety, women were oppressed, 
insulted, denied inheritance, 
deprived of  education, and 
treated as a burden. The birth 
of  a daughter was considered 
shameful. Many people even 
buried their newborn daugh-
ters alive. Allah mentions this 
painful reality in the Holy 
Quran:

“And when the girl [who 
was] buried alive is asked for 
what sin she was killed.” Surah 
At-Takwir (81:8-9) This period 
was known as the era of  Jahil-
iyyah – the age of  ignorance. 
Then Allah sent the most truth-
ful, trustworthy, merciful, and 
noble personality to this world. 
Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم. Even 
his enemies accepted his hon-
esty and character. Through 
Islam, he restored the dignity 
and rights of  women. Islam 
Gave Honour to Women. Islam 
raised the status of  women in 
every role of  life. As a daughter

Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم 
said: “Whoever cares for two 

daughters until they mature, 
he and I will come on the Day 
of  Resurrection like this,” and 
he joined his fingers together. 
(Sahi Muslim)

A daughter is not a burden; 
she is a source of  mercy and 
blessings for the family.

As a mother-Islam gave 
mothers the highest level of  
respect. A man once asked the 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم: “Who is most deserv-
ing of  my good companion-
ship?” The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم replied, 
“Your mother.” The man asked, 
“Then who?” He replied, “Your 
mother.” Again, he asked, 
“Then who?” He replied, “Your 
mother.” Then he said, “Then 
your father.” (Sahih al-Bukhari 
& Sahih Muslim) Another 
famous saying of  the Prophet 
 is: “Paradise lies beneath the صلى الله عليه وسلم
feet of  mothers.”

As a Wife Allah says in the 
Holy Quran: “And among His 
signs is that He created for 
you spouses from among your-
selves so that you may find 
peace in them; and He placed 

between you love and mercy.” 
(Surah Ar-Rum (30:21)

A wife in Islam is not a ser-
vant; she is a companion, a 
source of  peace, love, and com-
fort. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم also said: 
“The best among you are those 
who are best to their wives.” 
(Jami` at-Tirmidhi).

Today many people run after 

gold, diamonds, and pearls. But 
if  we reflect deeply, pearls are 
hidden in the depths of  oceans, 
protected within shells. Gold 
and diamonds are buried deep 
beneath layers of  rock. Pre-
cious things are always protect-
ed because they are valuable. 
Likewise, women are far more 
precious than pearls, gold, or 
diamonds. Their dignity and 
honour cannot be measured 
by worldly wealth. Allah says 
in the Quran: “Indeed, we 
have honoured the children of  
Adam.” (Surah Al-Isra (17:70) 
This honour includes both men 
and women.

Protecting women is not only 
the duty of  women themselves. 
It is also the responsibility of  
fathers, brothers, husbands, 
teachers, and every member of  
society. A father must protect 
his daughter. A brother must 
support and defend his sister. A 
husband must honour and care 
for his wife. A teacher must 
safeguard his students. Islam 
teaches modesty, respect, and 
responsibility for both men and 
women. Allah commands men 
in the Quran: “Tell the believ-
ing men to lower their gaze and 
guard their modesty.” - Surah 
An-Nur (24:30) and Allah also 
commands women: “And tell 
the believing women to lower 
their gaze and guard their mod-
esty.”- Surah An-Nur (24:31)

This shows that Islam builds 
a pure and respectful society 
through mutual responsibility. 
Today, despite modern educa-
tion and technological prog-
ress, crimes against women 
are increasing in many parts 
of  the world. We speak about 
women’s rights and celebrate 
Women’s Day, yet many women 
still feel unsafe.

Recent incidents in educa-
tional institutions of  Kashmir 
have shaken society deeply. 
Parents no longer feel secure 
sending their daughters to 

schools, colleges, and univer-
sities. This is a painful sign 
that humanity is forgetting 
the teachings of  Islam and the 
character of  Prophet Muham-
mad صلى الله عليه وسلم. The real protection of  
women does not come only 
through slogans, laws, or 
speeches. It comes through 
faith, morality, character, and 
fear of  Allah.

Modern society often teach-
es women that beauty lies 
only in fashion, makeup, and 
appearance. But Islam teaches 
that the greatest beauty is mod-
esty, dignity, and character. A 
forehead shines more beauti-
fully with the mark of  Sajdah 
than with expensive decora-
tion. Eyes appear more graceful 
with modesty and self-respect 
than with makeup alone. A 
woman elevates herself  not 
merely through appearance, 
but through knowledge, man-
ners, faith, and character. The 
Prophet Mohmmad صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 
“Modesty is a branch of  faith.”- 
(Sahih Muslim)

Women are not objects for 
entertainment or exploitation. 
They are daughters, mothers, 
sisters, wives, and the founda-
tion of  society. A nation that 
respects women rises with dig-
nity, while a nation that dis-
honours women destroys its 
own future.

If  we ever find a woman 
alone, vulnerable, or in difficul-
ty, we must never see her as an 
opportunity. We must see her 
as our responsibility -someone 
to help, protect, and respect. 
The solution to the growing 
crimes against women lies in 
returning to the teachings of  
the Quran and the Sunnah of  
Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم. Only 
then can society regain peace, 
dignity, and humanity.

The author can be mailed at 
tawheed.biotech12@gmail.com
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denied inheritance, 
deprived of  educa-
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        Pakistan For Rent

How The Deep State Keeps Selling 
The Country To The Highest Bidder

RISHI SURI

F
ew countries in the modern 
world have demonstrated 
such a consistent willing-
ness to mortgage their sov-
ereignty as Pakistan. Since 

its creation in 1947, Pakistan’s most 
enduring political institution has not 
been parliament, the constitution, or 
the ballot box. It has been the mili-
tary establishment headquartered 
in Rawalpindi. Time and again, the 
Pakistan Army and its intelligence 
services have shown that national 
interest, democratic legitimacy, and 
regional stability are expendable 
when weighed against foreign patron-
age, military aid, and elite survival.

The latest controversy surround-
ing the leaked diplomatic cypher 
linked to the ouster of  former Prime 
Minister Imran Khan only reinforces 
what many Pakistanis have long sus-
pected: when Washington signals dis-
pleasure, the generals in Rawalpindi 
listen.

Whether one agrees with Khan or 
not, the broader pattern is unmis-
takable. Pakistan’s deep state has 
repeatedly aligned itself  with exter-
nal powers, particularly the United 
States, even when doing so under-
mines Pakistan’s own democracy 
and strategic autonomy. This is not 
a new phenomenon. It is the organiz-
ing principle of  Pakistan’s national 
security state.

A Country Built on Strategic Rent
Pakistan’s military establish-

ment has perfected the art of  stra-
tegic rent-seeking. During the Cold 
War, Pakistan positioned itself  as a 
frontline state against communism 
and was rewarded with billions of  
dollars in military and economic 
assistance. During the Soviet–Afghan 
War, it became the principal conduit 
for American and Saudi funds to the 
Afghan jihad.

After the September 11 attacks, 
Pakistan once again reinvented itself  
as Washington’s indispensable ally 

in the “War on Terror.” The rewards 
were enormous: military aid, dip-
lomatic backing, and international 
legitimacy.

Yet the duplicity was equally stag-
gering. While accepting American 
assistance, elements within Paki-
stan’s security establishment contin-
ued to support extremist groups. The 
most glaring symbol of  this double 
game was the discovery of  Osama bin 
Laden living in Abbottabad, a short 
distance from Pakistan’s premier 
military academy.

Pakistan managed to extract rents 
from both sides of  the conflict while 
ordinary Pakistanis paid the price in 
instability, radicalization, and eco-
nomic stagnation.

Democracy as Collateral Damage
Whenever civilian leaders attempt 

to pursue a more independent course, 
they encounter the same obstacle: the 
military establishment’s dependence 
on foreign patronage.

This dynamic has shaped the fate 
of  multiple elected leaders. Zulfikar 
Ali Bhutto was overthrown and exe-
cuted after falling out with the mili-
tary. Nawaz Sharif  was repeatedly 
removed when his agenda diverged 
from the establishment’s priorities. 
Now Khan argues that his refusal to 
conform to Washington’s expecta-
tions contributed to his removal.

The leaked cypher, if  accurately 
reported, suggests that American dis-
pleasure over Khan’s foreign policy 
was quickly internalized by Paki-
stan’s power brokers. Whether one 
calls it a conspiracy or coercive diplo-

macy, the outcome was familiar: an 
elected leader was removed and the 
military’s preferred political order 
was restored.

In Pakistan, democracy remains 
conditional. Governments are toler-
ated only so long as they do not chal-
lenge Rawalpindi’s relationships with 
foreign benefactors.

Asim Munir and the Continuity of  
Dependency

Under General Asim Munir, Paki-
stan has shown little sign of  strategic 
independence. Instead, the military 
leadership appears focused on regain-
ing international favor, particularly 
in Washington, while presiding over 
political repression and economic 
deterioration at home.

Munir’s tenure has coincided with 
a deepening crisis of  legitimacy. 
Opposition leaders have been jailed, 
media pressure has intensified, and 
public confidence in institutions has 
eroded. Yet Pakistan’s military estab-
lishment continues to market itself  
abroad as the only force capable of  
preserving order.

This dependence severely under-
mines Islamabad’s credibility on the 
world stage. A state whose own for-
eign policy is often shaped by external 
pressure can scarcely claim to be a 
neutral mediator in major interna-
tional conflicts.

Why Pakistan Cannot Mediate the 
Iran–United States tensions

Recent efforts to portray Pakistan 
as a potential intermediary in ten-
sions involving Iran and the United 
States are difficult to take seriously. 

Pakistan’s track record is defined 
by strategic ambiguity and shift-
ing loyalties. Reports that Pakistani 
facilities may have quietly supported 
Iranian military assets even while 
Islamabad sought to facilitate dia-
logue with Washington only reinforce 
long-standing concerns about duplic-
ity. Moreover, Pakistan lacks the core 
attributes of  a credible mediator: 
institutional coherence, strategic 
autonomy, and international trust.

Countries that successfully medi-
ate conflicts do so because they are 
viewed as stable and independent 
actors. Pakistan, by contrast, remains 
deeply constrained by its military 
establishment’s reliance on external 
sponsors and its habit of  balancing 
contradictory commitments.

The Real Cost to Pakistan
The tragedy is that this model has 

enriched a narrow elite while leav-
ing the country weakened. Pakistan’s 
economy remains chronically fragile. 
Democratic institutions are repeat-
edly undermined. Civilian leaders 
govern under constant pressure. For-
eign policy is shaped less by national 
consensus than by the preferences of  
unelected actors and their overseas 
interlocutors.

The result is a nation trapped in a 
cycle of  dependency, forever seeking 
the next bailout, the next aid package, 
or the next geopolitical crisis that can 
be monetized.

A State Without Strategic Sover-
eignty

Pakistan’s core challenge is not 
merely economic or political. It is 
structural. As long as the military 
establishment treats sovereignty as 
a tradable asset and democracy as 
expendable, Pakistan will struggle to 
achieve genuine stability. The cypher 
controversy is therefore more than a 
dispute about one leader’s removal. 
It is a reminder of  a deeper reality: 
Pakistan’s most powerful institution 
has repeatedly chosen foreign patron-
age over democratic accountability. 
Until that changes, Islamabad will 
remain less a sovereign actor than a 
strategic subcontractor, available, as 
always, to the highest bidder.

Rishi Suri is a senior editor cover-
ing international affairs at The Daily 

Milap, India's oldest and largest circu-
lated Urdu daily newspaper.
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Return Of Bipolarity? 

India's Policy Options Amid Rising Great-Power Cooperation

LALIT GARGG 

T
he world once again appears 
to be standing at a historic 
crossroads where the grow-
ing dialogue, diplomatic 
engagements, and evolving 

equations between two superpowers, 
the United States and China, cannot 
merely be viewed as bilateral develop-
ments. The discussions surrounding 
interactions and possible understand-
ings between Donald Trump and Xi 
Jinping have sparked global debate. 
One section sees this emerging prox-
imity as a positive step for the global 
economy, expecting relief  from rising 
inflation, trade barriers, and conflict-
driven disruptions. However, many 
experts believe that such closeness 
may eventually give rise to a world 
order where global direction is once 
again concentrated in the hands of  
a few major powers, creating fresh 
challenges for developing and emerg-
ing nations. For countries like India, 
this evolving scenario presents both 
opportunities and challenges.

Today, the United States and China 
together influence nearly 44 percent 
of  the global economy. Their impact 
extends across international trade, 
technological advancement, energy 
markets, global investments, finan-
cial institutions, and geopolitical deci-
sion-making. Therefore, any shift in 
relations between these two powers 
has the potential to alter the global 
trajectory. Over the last few years, 
trade wars, tariff  disputes, techno-
logical restrictions, and tensions over 
Taiwan between the U.S. and China 
have pushed the global economy into 
uncertainty. The post-pandemic dis-
ruption of  supply chains, the energy 

crisis triggered by the Russia–Ukraine 
War, and instability arising from con-
flicts in West Asia further intensified 
global vulnerabilities. In such circum-
stances, if  Washington and Beijing 
move toward dialogue and coopera-
tion, it could strengthen global eco-
nomic stability.

From an economic perspective, 
easing tensions between the two powers 
may first bring relief  to global markets. 
Investor confidence could improve, 
supply chains may stabilize, and pro-
duction costs in electronics, energy, 
technology, and manufacturing sectors 
could decline. This may also help con-
tain inflation. However, this is only one 
side of  the picture. The other concern is 
that if  both superpowers begin shaping 
global trade rules and economic frame-
works according to their own interests, 
the economic autonomy of  smaller 
nations may be affected. History has 
already witnessed colonial domination 
and economic control; the fear now 
is whether a new form of  globaliza-
tion may evolve into joint dominance 
by major powers. It is in this context 
that discussions around a “G-2” world 
order, centered on the United States and 
China—have intensified. Many geopo-
litical analysts believe that the world 
could gradually shift from a multipo-
lar order toward a structure dominated 
by two major powers. If  that happens, 
the role of  smaller countries in global 
policymaking, trade agreements, and 
security decisions may become increas-
ingly limited.

This possibility is particularly sig-
nificant for India, which has consis-
tently supported a multipolar world 
order and collective global leader-
ship. India’s position here becomes 
extremely important. It is neither 
fully aligned with the American camp 
nor part of  China’s sphere of  influ-
ence. India has long pursued a policy 
of  strategic autonomy. Its defense, 
technological, and economic ties with 
the United States have strengthened 
significantly, and its active partici-
pation in forums such as Quadrilat-
eral Security Dialogue reflects this 
engagement. At the same time, China 

remains India’s neighbor, and despite 
border disputes, bilateral trade rela-
tions continue to be extensive. There-
fore, growing U.S.–China proximity 
is not merely an external event for 
India; it is a matter demanding stra-
tegic reassessment.

A comparison between India and 
China further highlights the contrast. 
Over the past three decades, China 
has established itself  as the world’s 
manufacturing hub through exports, 
infrastructure expansion, and indus-
trial growth. Its economic model has 
been marked by centralized planning 
and rapid decision-making. India, by 
contrast, has evolved through demo-
cratic institutions, diversity, and insti-
tutional balance. India’s strengths 
lie in its youthful population, demo-
cratic framework, service sector, and 
digital capabilities, while China’s 
strength has traditionally rested on 
manufacturing, exports, and capital 
investments. If  U.S.–China relations 
improve, India will face the challenge 
of  further strengthening its economic 
and strategic relevance.

One of  India’s biggest opportu-
nities lies in the “China Plus One” 
strategy. Over recent years, the U.S. 
and Western nations have attempted 
to reduce excessive dependence on 
China. Many multinational compa-
nies have explored alternatives such 

as India, Vietnam, and other emerg-
ing economies. If  India succeeds in 
strengthening industrial policies, 
infrastructure, labor reforms, and 
technological capabilities, it can 
emerge as a major global investment 
destination. However, failure to move 
with urgency may allow this opportu-
nity to shift elsewhere.

The technological dimension is 
equally critical. Artificial Intelligence, 
semiconductors, quantum computing, 
cybersecurity, and rare earth miner-
als have become the new centers of  
geopolitical competition. The United 
States seeks to maintain technologi-
cal supremacy, while China is moving 
rapidly toward technological self-reli-
ance. India can emerge as a credible 
third alternative between the two. Yet 
this requires substantial investment 
in research, innovation, and educa-
tion. India possesses immense talent, 
but transforming that talent into 
global leadership demands long-term 
vision. Geopolitically, these devel-
opments are equally consequential. 
Issues relating to Taiwan, the South 
China Sea, the Russia–Ukraine con-
flict, and tensions in West Asia are all 
deeply influenced by U.S.–China rela-
tions. Greater understanding between 
the two could reduce the risk of  mili-
tary confrontation, stabilize global 
energy markets, and ease oil prices. 

For an energy-importing country like 
India, such stability would be highly 
beneficial. However, if  both powers 
use regional crises to expand influ-
ence, global instability may intensify 
further.

For Indian foreign policy, this is 
a decisive moment. India must pre-
serve strategic partnership with the 
United States while maintaining 
pragmatic engagement with China. 
Simultaneously, it must strengthen 
its role as a leading voice of  the Global 
South. During its presidency of  the 
G20 Summit, India presented the 
vision of  “One Earth, One Family, 
One Future,” which can serve as an 
alternative model for the future world 
order. From a comparative perspec-
tive, while the United States and China 
remain engaged in power-balancing 
politics, India has emphasized coexis-
tence, dialogue, and multilateral coop-
eration. Their competition is largely 
driven by strategic dominance; India’s 
approach remains rooted in develop-
ment, human values, and global part-
nership. This is India’s uniqueness, 
and its strength.

Today, concerns are being raised 
worldwide: Will the United States and 
China attempt to divide the world once 
again into spheres of  influence? Will 
smaller nations lose their voice? Will 
global politics once again revolve 
around superpower dominance? The 
answers remain uncertain. Yet one 
fact is clear: today’s world is not the 
world of  the Cold War era. The rising 
influence of  India, Japan, European 
Union, Brazil, Association of  South-
east Asian Nations, and African 
nations is capable of  preserving a 
multipolar global order. India must 
therefore strengthen its resolve, estab-
lish new benchmarks of  development, 
and expand its strategic capabilities. 
Because in a changing world, the 
fundamental question is not what 
America and China will do, it is how 
high India can position itself  on the 
global stage.

Author is a  Journalist, He can be 
mailed at  lalitgarg11@gmail.com

Fifth Subject: From An Afterthought To A Career Foundation
TAWHEED PARVAIZ BHAT

E
ducation is not only about 
securing marks or passing 
examinations; it is about 
building careers, develop-
ing skills, and preparing 

students for the future. However, one 
of  the most neglected and misunder-
stood aspects of  higher secondary 
education today is the importance 
of  the 5th subject. Unfortunately, 
many students consider it merely an 
optional or easy subject instead of  
recognising it as a powerful career-
orientated opportunity. Being a 
teacher, I often get puzzled when I 
see students struggling with confu-
sion while choosing their specialisa-
tion, even after scoring good marks in 
Class 10 and having great academic 
potential. The problem becomes more 
serious during the admission process 
at the higher secondary level, where 
students often make decisions with-
out proper counselling, awareness, 
or long-term planning.

Being a subject-specialised teacher 
of  Biotechnology, I have observed that 
most students from a science back-
ground are unaware of  how valuable 
subjects like Biotechnology, Biochem-
istry, Microbiology, Environmental 
Science, and Mathematics can be as 
a 5th subject for their future careers. 
These subjects are not merely addi-
tional papers; they are directly con-
nected with modern scientific fields, 
research opportunities, healthcare 
industries, pharmaceuticals, genet-
ics, agriculture, laboratory sciences, 
and emerging technologies.

Unfortunately, many students 
enter the admission room with only 
one mindset – "Which subject is 
easy?” rather than “Which subject 
can help me build my future?” This 
approach reflects the lack of  proper 
academic and career counselling in 
our educational institutions.

For medical students especially, 
subjects like Biotechnology and Bio-
chemistry can strengthen their under-
standing of  biology, genetics, molecu-
lar science, diagnostics, and medical 
research. Similarly, Mathematics 
can support analytical thinking and 
open additional opportunities in engi-
neering, statistics, data science, and 
technology-related careers. However, 
many students choose subjects that 
have little or no relation to their core 
stream simply because they believe 
those subjects require less effort.

The confusion among students 
is increasing because they rarely 
explore the syllabus or seek guid-
ance from teachers and experts before 
selecting subjects. Many students 
do not even know the actual scope, 
benefits, or career relevance of  the 
subjects they are choosing. Instead 
of  making informed decisions, they 
follow trends, peer pressure, or mis-
conceptions.

Another serious issue is the care-
less attitude students develop after 
choosing the 5th subject. A large 
number of  students treat it as an 
optional subject and fail to attend 
classes regularly. They focus only on 
the four major subjects and ignore 
the importance of  the fifth one. Some 
students consider that period as free 
time and do not realise that the sub-
ject carries academic value as well as 
future career significance.

The situation becomes even more 
concerning among students prepar-
ing for competitive examinations 
such as NEET and JEE. Many stu-
dents taking dummy admissions in 
schools remain disconnected from the 
school curriculum. Some of  them do 
not even know which 5th subject they 
have opted for. During board exami-
nations, students sometimes contact 

school administrations asking about 
their own subject details. This clear-
ly reflects how seriously the issue of  
awareness and counselling needs to 
be addressed.

The National Education Policy 
2020 (NEP 2020) strongly emphasises 
multidisciplinary learning, flexibility 
in subject selection, and skill-based 
education. The policy encourages stu-
dents to choose subjects according to 
their interests, abilities, and career 
goals instead of  being restricted to 
rigid educational patterns. NEP 2020 
aims to promote holistic and career-
orientated education where every 
subject contributes to the overall 
development of  a student.

One of  the important visions of  
NEP 2020 is to integrate vocational 
education, critical thinking, scientific 
temperament, and interdisciplinary 
learning into mainstream education. 
The flexibility introduced in subject 
selection was never meant to reduce 
seriousness toward studies. Instead, 
it was designed to provide students 
with broader career exposure and 
practical knowledge. Therefore, the 
5th subject should be treated as a 
meaningful academic and profes-
sional choice rather than a burden.

Schools and educational institu-

tions must play a more active role in 
guiding students. Career counselling 
sessions, orientation programmes, 
seminars, and interactions with sub-
ject experts should become a regular 
part of  the admission process. Stu-
dents must be encouraged to under-
stand the scope, syllabus, and career 
opportunities associated with dif-
ferent subjects before making deci-
sions. Parents also need awareness 
regarding this issue. Many parents 
unknowingly encourage their chil-
dren to select subjects that are consid-
ered easy or high-scoring rather than 
subjects that align with their inter-
ests and future ambitions. Parents 
must understand that the right sub-
ject choice at the higher secondary 
level can shape a student’s academic 
journey and professional life.

The real purpose of  introducing 
the 5th subject was to provide stu-
dents with additional knowledge, 
specialisation, and career opportuni-
ties after Class 12. However, due to 
lack of  awareness, poor counselling, 
and careless attitudes, it is gradu-
ally becoming a burden instead of  a 
benefit. It is time for students, par-
ents, teachers, and policymakers to 
understand the true value of  the 5th 
subject. If  chosen wisely and studied 

sincerely, it can become one of  the 
strongest pillars of  a student’s future. 
Education should not only prepare 
students for examinations but also 
help them discover their interests, 
develop their potential, and build 
meaningful careers.

The author is a teacher of  Biotech-
nology at NMBHSS Bandipora. He 

can be mailed at tawheed.biotech12@
gmail.com

Being a 
subject-
special-

ised teacher of  
Biotechnology, 
I have observed 
that most stu-
dents from a sci-
ence background 
are unaware of  
how valuable 
subjects like Bio-
technology, Bio-
chemistry, Micro-
biology, Environ-
mental Science, 
and Mathematics 
can be as a 5th 
subject for their 
future careers. 
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'Adequate Availability
activities are progressing smoothly 

across all locations,” he added.
Sharma further stated that LPG supplies 

to domestic consumers are being priori-
tised and are being maintained normally 
across the Union Territory, with necessary 
steps being taken to ensure uninterrupted 
delivery to all consumers.

The Oil Industry is maintaining close 
coordination on logistics, stock movement 
and retail operations to ensure seamless 
availability of  fuel across the region.

Appealing to citizens to avoid panic 
buying, Sharma advised the public to con-
tinue with normal consumption patterns 
and rely only on official communications 
issued by OMCs for accurate and verified 
information regarding fuel availability.

Hot Weather
recorded maximum temperatures of  33.2 

degrees Celsius, 31.7 degrees Celsius and 
32 degrees Celsius respectively.

The MeT Department said from May 19 
to 21 sky will remain partly cloudy with 
spells of  light rain, thundershowers, gusty 
winds and hailstorms at scattered to many 
places, mainly during afternoon and eve-
ning hours.

It said generally dry weather is expected 
from May 22 to 25 during the forenoon, 
although brief  showers may occur at iso-
lated to scattered places later in the day.

Dry weather conditions are likely to 
prevail again between May 26 and 28, the 
department added.

The MeT office has issued an advisory 
warning of  thunderstorms, lightning and 
gusty winds with speeds of  40-50 kmph at 
a few places in Kashmir and Jammu divi-
sions between May 19 and 21.

Authorities have also advised people to 
suspend boating and shikara rides during 
afternoon and late afternoon hours due to 
the possibility of  gusty winds over water 
bodies.

The department urged people, partic-
ularly in the plains of  Jammu division, 
to take precautions against hot and dry 
weather conditions—(KNO)

Three Bakery Units Face
labels. Such practices, officials said, may 

adversely affect the quality and safety of  
food products.

“In this regard, all Food Business Oper-
ators (FBOs) are strictly directed not to 
expose food items to excessive sunlight 
and to ensure that all food products are 
stored in cool, dry places or strictly as per 
the storage instructions mentioned on the 
label of  each product,” the spokesperson 
said.

He said that all FBOs are further direct-
ed to follow Good Storage Practices and 
maintain proper hygienic conditions as 
mandated under the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Act and Regulations. Any violation 
or non-compliance will invite strict legal 
action under the relevant provisions of  the 
Act, the spokesperson added.

Dy CM Completes Self
Self-Enumeration process at se.census.

gov.in and complete their Census sub-
mission by 31st May 2026. He stated that 
Census is an exercise of  national impor-
tance and accurate demographic data 
plays a crucial role in planning, gover-
nance and implementation of  welfare and 
developmental programmes.

He further appealed to youth, students, 
government employees, urban households 
and digitally aware citizens to come for-
ward and actively participate in the Self-
Enumeration initiative and also motivate 
their families and communities to under-
take the exercise.

The Ministers and legislators also 
appreciated the efforts of  the Director-
ate of  Census Operations, Jammu & Kash-
mir and Ladakh, for introducing citizen-

friendly digital initiatives and carrying out 
extensive awareness campaigns regarding 
Census 2027 and Self-Enumeration across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

While interacting with the participants, 
Amit Sharma highlighted that Census 2027 
is going to be India’s first fully digital and 
paperless Census exercise and will incor-
porate several technology-driven features 
including Self-Enumeration, mobile-based 
digital data collection, geo-referenced 
mapping and real-time monitoring sys-
tems.

He informed that under the Self-Enu-
meration facility, the citizens can volun-
tarily submit their Census details online 
during the notified self-enumeration 
period before household visits by Enu-
merators. He stated that the initiative has 
been introduced to enhance convenience, 
transparency, citizen participation and 
accuracy in Census operations.

Sharma also informed the dignitaries 
that the Self-Enumeration portal has been 
designed as a secure and user-friendly dig-
ital platform with built-in validation sys-
tems and multilingual support to facilitate 
smooth participation by citizens across 
different regions.

CS Assesses Mission
evolves into a transformative movement 

for youth empowerment and economic 
growth across the Union Territory.

During the review, special attention was 
given to pendency at different stages of  
application processing. The Chief  Sec-
retary directed district administrations, 
SBDUs and banking institutions to expe-
dite clearance of  pending cases and strict-
ly adhere to timelines prescribed under 
the scheme. He stressed on time-bound 
verification of  applications, DLIC approv-
als and loan sanctioning to maintain the 
momentum achieved under the mission.

The Chief  Secretary also reviewed 
progress achieved under the capacity-
building component of  the mission. It was 
informed that more than 21,000 applicants 
had completed hybrid-mode entrepreneur-
ship training, while over 300 training cen-
tres and more than 200 trainers had been 
activated across the UT. Plans are also 
underway for collaboration with JKEDI 
to strengthen entrepreneurship and man-
agement training for Mission YUVA appli-
cants.

The Chief  Secretary underscored the 
importance of  outcome-based monitoring 
and directed all Deputy Commissioners 
to focus on improving application conver-
sion, training completion, market linkage 
and enterprise sustainability.

He reiterated that Mission YUVA should 
not merely remain a financial assistance 
programme but must evolve into a com-
prehensive ecosystem capable of  nurtur-
ing entrepreneurship culture and creating 
long-term livelihood opportunities for the 
youth of  Jammu and Kashmir.

The Secretary, L&E, Kumar Rajeev 
Ranjan took this occasion to apprise the 
meeting that Mission YUVA envisions 
creation of  employment opportunities 
through nano enterprises, new MSMEs, 
business acceleration initiatives and neo-
innovative enterprises.

He added that the programme seeks 
to build an entrepreneurship ecosystem 
through targeted interventions in aware-
ness generation, credit enablement, capac-
ity building, market linkages and business 
support mechanisms.

The meeting especially reviewed the 
status of  credit facilitation under Mission 
YUVA. The Secretary informed that over 
1.07 lakh applications had been received so 
far, out of  which more than 57,000 applica-
tions had been approved by District Level 
Implementation Committees (DLICs). 
Banks have sanctioned loans in more 
than 25,000 cases involving credit support 
exceeding ₹1,200 Cr, while loan disburse-
ment of  around ₹1,119 Cr had already been 
achieved in over 21,000 cases.

The meeting was informed that Mission 
YUVA has set an ambitious target of  estab-
lishing 50,000 enterprises during 2026-27, 

including 44,000 nano enterprises, 4,000 
new MSMEs and 2,000 existing MSMEs to 
be supported for expansion. District-wise 
targets and performance indicators were 
also reviewed in detail.

Reviewing the progress under the Infor-
mation, Education and Communication 
(IEC) component, the Chief  Secretary was 
apprised that Udyam Jagriti 4.0 campaign 
during 2025-26 achieved outreach to nearly 
3.4 lakh citizens, while more than 5.3 lakh 
individuals had been covered cumulatively 
through various awareness campaigns.

It was given out that the campaign cov-
ered students, SHG women, certified train-
ees and existing MSMEs across Jammu 
and Kashmir. Further it was divulged that 
more than 2.5 lakh app downloads had also 
been recorded, while awareness drives cov-
ered almost all blocks and a majority of  
Panchayats across the UT.

The meeting was further informed by the 
Director Employment, Harvinder Singh 
that Udyam Jagriti 5.0 for the year 2026-27 
is going lay focus on targeted mobiliza-
tion among college students, SHG women, 
trained youth and existing MSMEs with 
a special emphasis on converting aware-
ness into enterprise creation and credit 
linkage.

Under the proposed interventions, he 
gave out that the department is also plan-
ning conducting hackathons, entrepre-
neurship competitions, innovation support 
systems and application facilitation camps 
are planned to be organized at institution-
al and Panchayat levels.

While reviewing institutional strength-
ening measures, the Chief  Secretary was 
informed that substantial progress had 
been achieved in recruitment and empan-
elment under the Institutional Business 
Support Mechanism (IBSM). More than 
900 motivators, over 100 SBDU personnel 
and a large number of  BHD members had 
already been engaged across districts to 
provide on-ground support, handholding 
and enterprise facilitation to aspiring 
entrepreneurs.

On the connectivity and market link-
age front, the meeting was informed that 
significant progress had been achieved 
in onboarding stores and products on the 
Mission YUVA Seller App and ONDC-
linked platforms to facilitate digital market 
access for local entrepreneurs. District 
dashboards and monitoring systems have 
also been operationalized to strengthen 
performance tracking and outreach.

The meeting also discussed several 
key policy interventions and operational 
reforms aimed at improving mentorship 
support, strengthening institutional out-
reach and enhancing the efficiency of  
enterprise facilitation systems across the 
districts here.

'Thajwas Glacier
where accumulation and melting remain 

balanced. Researchers found that the ELA 
fluctuated significantly, from around 3,365 
metres above sea level during the global 
Last Glacial Maximum to nearly 4,238 
metres at present.

The lower ELA during the gLGM sug-
gested colder climatic conditions and pos-
itive glacier mass balance, while rising 
temperatures over thousands of  years led 
to sustained glacier retreat and ice loss, 
the researchers said.

They noted that quantitative records of  
past glaciations remain limited across the 
Himalaya, especially in Kashmir, making 
the study important for understanding 
long-term climatic changes in the region.

The researchers said reconstructing the 
glacial history of  Kashmir’s Himalayan 
region could help bridge major gaps in 
understanding regional climate evolution 
and glacier response to changing tempera-
tures.

Scientists have repeatedly warned that 
rapid glacier retreat in the Himalaya could 
have serious implications for water avail-
ability, river systems and ecological sta-
bility across South Asia, where millions 
depend on glacier-fed rivers for drinking 
water, agriculture and hydropower.

The Himalaya, often referred to as the 
“Third Pole”, contains one of  the world’s 
largest reserves of  ice outside the polar 
regions and remains highly vulnerable to 
climate change—(KNO)

Pak Shelling Last Year
AMARGARH – II line.
“The PowerGrid informed that shell-

ing continued for some days even after 
the truce was announced.  The area was 
restricted for movement for the sanita-
tion purpose hence restoration was only 
possible after restrictions were lifted off,” 
NRPC said.

The Committee informed that Power-
Grid has also reported tripping due to 
galloping of  conductor and similar trip-
ping were also reported in previous month 
which were claimed as deemed under force 
majeure.

“Power Gird informed that 400KV 
KISHENPUR- NEW WANPOH-III and IV 
are restored on ERS after the collapse of  
multiple towers during heavy rain,” NRPC 
said adding that “The extent of  damage 
was so high that complete villages were 
washed out. In present scenario there are 
frequent cases of  land settlement which 
creates movement of  ERS towers and leads 
to galloping of  conductors.”—(KNO)

Tourism Boom
walking a tightrope—upgrading infra-

structure without scarring the landscape. 
The historic Gulmarg Golf  Course is being 
spruced up for a major tournament in July, 
aimed at pulling in players and tourists 
from across India and abroad. “We are 
committed to balancing tourism growth 
with environmental protection,” Naik said. 
“Gulmarg’s beauty must be preserved.”

For now, the meltdown of  last year 
appears to be melting away—replaced by 
the hum of  cable cars, the clink of  tea at 
alpine stalls, and the cautious optimism of  
a town that has seen too many seasons of  
boom and bust.

SRINAGAR  | Tuesday-19-May-2026 06

        CMYK                CMYK        

FROM THE FRONT PAGE ...............

www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

DAR MATTING SHOP
DEALS IN:- BLANKETS, BED SHEETS, BED COVERS, PILLOW COVERS, DOOR MATS, ROOM SHEETS, GRAPHICS, LINING, ROTTERY & MUCH MORE

ADDRESS:- SADAT MARKET, NEAR PNB, SHADIPORA SUMBAL +91- 9906230114-  6006600834

Recruitment in terror ranks negligible: LG Manoj Sinha
Says CM Omar doing 
‘great work’; Kashmir 
has rejected terrorism  

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Asserting that 
recruitment in terror ranks 
has become “almost negligible,” 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Monday said terror-
ism in the Jammu and Kashmir 
has been pushed to the margins.

He also praised Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah for doing 
“great work.”

In an interview with national 
television channel, LG Sinha, 
said, “Our security agencies are 
working with complete serious-
ness. Whether it is Telegram, 
WhatsApp or any other plat-
form, agencies are monitoring 
every aspect and the situation 
will remain under control.”

The LG said terror networks 
and narcotics smuggling oper-
ated through the same channels 
and alleged that drugs were 
being pushed into Jammu and 
Kashmir from across the Line 
of  Control through sectors 
including Gurez, Tangdhar and 
Uri, as well as through drones.

“Drugs are directly linked 
to terror funding and terror-
ism,” he said, adding that the 
administration had intensified 
its anti-drug campaign after 
receiving repeated complaints 
about rising addiction among 
youth.

LG Sinha said people from 
all sections of  society, includ-
ing religious leaders, students, 
women and youth groups, had 
joined the campaign against 
narcotics.

“In the last 38 days, 766 FIRs 
have been registered, 856 people 
arrested and 677 kilograms of  
drugs seized,” he said, adding 

that measures such as passport 
verification, Aadhaar tracking, 
lookout notices and property 
demolitions were being used to 
dismantle the drug network.

“Our focus is on two things 
— breaking the supply chain 
and creating awareness against 
drugs,” he said.

The LG said nearly 90 per-
cent of  the police force was 
engaged in anti-drug opera-
tions and claimed that public 
cooperation had increased sig-
nificantly, with residents vol-
untarily sharing information 
about alleged drug peddlers.

“Some people have prob-

lems with our fight against 
drugs, but I want to assure that 
no innocent person has been 
touched. Those found guilty 
will be punished,” he said.

He also said rehabilitation 
and treatment facilities were 
being strengthened through 
government hospitals and 
rehabilitation centres run by 
the health department.

Referring to the April 22, 
2025 Pahalgam terror attack, 
LG Sinha said people across 
Jammu and Kashmir had come 
out on the streets to condemn 
terrorism and support peace.

“People of  Kashmir now 

believe that their future lies 
with India and people are 
against terrorism,” he said.

The LG claimed that infil-
tration attempts and terrorist 
activities were being dealt with 
firmly by security forces. “None 
of  their top commanders have 
survived. Infiltration attempts 
will also face the same fate,” he 
said, while praising the Army 
and the CRPF for carrying out 
“precise operations” after the 
Pahalgam terror attack.

“Our neighbouring coun-
try carried out the Pahalgam 
attack, but we punished them,” 
he added.

On the political process in 
Jammu and Kashmir, LG Sinha 
said the Centre had fulfilled its 
commitments made after the 
abrogation of  Article 370 by 
conducting delimitation and 
peaceful elections.

“After Article 370’s abroga-
tion, delimitation and peace-
ful elections were completed 
without violence or repolls. 
Statehood will also be restored 
as assured by the Prime Min-
ister and the Home Minister,” 
he said.

Asked about Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah, LG Sinha said he 
was “doing great work.”—(KNO)
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GOVT. OF JAMMU & KASHMIR (U.T)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD(R&B) DIVISION VAILOO
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

NIT No.10/1360-69 of R&B/Vailoo/2026-2027/e-tendering  DATED:18/05/2026
For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory J&K e-tenders (In Single cover system) are invited on %age basis from approved 
and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works.

S. No Name of Work

Approved 
Amount 
(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/Doc.
in form of Trea-
sury challen / 

Receipt (in Rs )

Earne st 
Mone y (2% 
of Adv.Cost) 

(in Rs .)

Time of 
completion

Project 
Intending 

Department

Class of
Contractor

Major 
Head of 
account

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1
Construction of Drain with path from 

main road to H/O Nisar Ahmad Shaksaz 
Mohallah Town Achabal

1.544 200 3088 15 Days MC Achabal DEEClass CDF

2
Construction of pathway from H/O Abdul 

Hamid Mir to H/O Fayaz Ahmad Mir at 
Chaki Achabal

1.062 200 2124 15 Days MC Achabal DEEClass CDF

3
Construction of pathway from H/O  Gh 

Hassan Wagay to H/O Ali Mohd Wagay at 
Guri Mohallah Achabal Town

2.739 200 5478 15 Days MC Achabal DEE Class CDF

4
Construction of tile path from H/O Reyaz 
Ah Wani To H/O Manzoor Ahmad Wani At 

Magray Mohallah Town Achabal
  1.170 200 2340 15 Days MC Achabal DEE Class CDF

5
Construction of Drain from H/O Irshad 

Ahmad Shergogri to H/O Gh Mohd Sher-
gogri at Guri Mohalla Town Achabal

2.149 200 4298 15 Days MC Achabal DEE Class CDF

6 Construction of Washroom at Govt MS 
Kralpora Guridraman 2.422 200 4844 15 Days Education DEE Class CSRI

Position of AA: Accorded
Position of TS: Accorded
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms 
and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of 
dates given below:

1.   Date of Issue of Tender Notice 18.05.2026
2. Period of Downloading of bidder documents. From 18.05.2026 04.00 pm
3. Bid submission Start Date From 18.05.2026   04.00 pm
4. Bid Submission End Date To 29.05. 2026   04.00 pm
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 30.05.2026 at 10.00 A.M in the Office of the Executive Engineer R&B Division Vailoo

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt (Under MH- 0059 PWD (NIT No. 
and Name of Work/Item No. to be mentioned on the Treasury Challan / Receipt ( If the Nit comprises of only one item, Name of 
work/Item No is not mandatory) (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission 
End Date) and EMD (2% of advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer PWD (R&B) Division Vailoo 
(Tender receiving Authority).(The Date of EMD{CDR/FDR} should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End 
Date and the validity at the time of opening of bids shall be for a period of 45 days beyond bid validity of 120 days) 

2. The Ist Lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of allotted cost as performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR 
within 07 days before fixation of contract and shall be released after successful completion of defective liability period of the work.

3. The EMD of 2% of successful bidders shall be released after receipt of 5% Performance Security.
4. Only those contractors are eligible for taking part in the bidding process whose contractor registration card is enrolled online on 

the JKPWDOMS portal and the Proof of that needs to be uploaded with this bid mandatorily.
5. The Advertised is cost is inclusive of GST@18%. The bidder has to quote the rate exclusive of GST.
6. Security Deposit shall be deposited by the contractor within 10 days of issuance of LOI, failing which the concerned tender
 7. The contractor shall initiate the work within 10 days of entering into the agreement, failing which the undersigned shall 

terminate the contract and issue a fresh tender after imposing penalties viz forfeit security/LD as per T&C of the Bid document 
and recommend contractor for blacklisting.

8. The work shall be completed by the concerned contractor as per the timeline stipulated in the bid document/agreement, failing 
which action shall be initiated against contractor by forfeiting EMD and shall be recommended for blacklisting. 

9. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders 
automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on 
same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division vailoo (tender receiving authority).

10. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids
11. The earnest money shall be forfeited, If:-
a. Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and 

conditions of the bid.
b. Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.
c. Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.
22.0 All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25 (Double agreement Form)
 -Sd/-
DIPK-1399-26 Executive Engineer 
DT: 18/05/2026 PWD(R&B) Division Vailoo

PUBLIC NOTICE
This information is for the general public, that in my J&K 
Bank Account Branch-Ganderbal bearing Account No. 
0081040800027827, My name was wrongly mentioned as 
WASEEM AHMAD GANIE  while actual/correct name is WASEEM 
AHMAD GANAIE S/O: MOHAMMAD SHAFI GANAIE  R/O: ANCHAR 
DUGA PORA SRINAGAR  as per my Aadhaar Card and Pan Card 
Record, Now it needs to be corrected as per said Documents in 
my account number, Anybody having objection may contact J&K 
Bank Branch Ganderbal within (7)seven days  No, objection shall 
be accepted after said time period.

WASEEM AHMAD GANAIE S/O: MOHAMMAD SHAFI GANAIE
R/O: ANCHAR DUGAPORA SRINAGAR 190011

Contact: 8082933139

DC Srinagar reviews 
progress in establishment 
of new Fire Stations

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Srinagar, 
Akshay Labroo Monday 
chaired a meeting  in his 
Office Chamber to review 
the progress on establish-
ment of  new fire stations 
in the District and upgra-
dation of  fire safety infra-
structure across the City.

The meeting also took 
stock of  identification and 
transfer of  land for pro-
posed new fire stations 
at various strategic loca-
tions to ensure improved 
response time and wider 
coverage of  fire and emer-
gency services in Srinagar.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, Mir Imtiyaz 
Ul Aziz, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, Aadil 
Fareed, IAS Probationer, 
Alfred Thomas, Assistant 
Commissioner Revenue, 
Umar Gulzar, Deputy 

Director Fire & Emergen-
cy Services, Auqib Ahmad 
and other concerned.

During the meeting, 
detailed discussions were 
held on strengthening 
the overall emergency 
response system, aug-
menting existing fire and 
rescue infrastructure and 
addressing gaps in service 
coverage, particularly in 
congested localities in 
Shahr-e-Khaas and densely 
populated areas of  the City.

On the occasion, the 

DC emphasized the need 
for expediting the iden-
tification and transfer of  
suitable land for new fire 
stations so that critical 
infrastructure projects 
are taken up immediately. 
He directed the concerned 
departments to work in 
close coordination to place 
intend for the land and 
ensure timely completion 
of  preparatory formalities.

He further stressed that 
strengthening fire and 
emergency services is a key 

priority for safeguarding 
lives and property, espe-
cially in view of increasing 
urbanization and infra-
structure growth in the 
City. He called for a time-
bound and result-oriented 
approach in implementing 
all ongoing and proposed 
works related to fire safety 
upgradation for enhancing 
operational readiness for 
ensuring quick and effec-
tive response during emer-
gencies to safeguard human 
lives and properties.

KCFL Football trials expand across Kashmir
North East United FC selections draw huge response in Srinagar

DC Kulgam reviews progress of works under JJM

Budgam witnesses widespread 

awareness activities under NMBA

“Rashtriya Mahila Aayog Aapke Dwar”

National Commission for 
Women to hold Mahila Jan 
Sunwai in Srinagar

Mission Shakti Budgam 
organises Awareness 
Programme on Women Safety

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: An awareness 
programme on Women 
Safety Mechanisms, 
Helplines and Support 
Services was organised 
by the SANKALP Hub for 
Empowerment of  Women 
Mission Shakti Budgam at 
Government Girls Higher 
Secondary School (GHSS) 
Budgam with active partic-
ipation of  students, teach-
ers and police officials.

District Mission Coor-
dinator, Afroza Ahad, 
sensitised the participants 
about various women 
safety mechanisms, emer-
gency helplines and sup-
port services available 
under Mission Shakti. 
She also highlighted the 
importance of  the SHE-
Box platform for address-
ing complaints related to 
workplace harassment and 
encouraged students to 
remain aware about their 
rights and available sup-
port systems.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dy.SP, Sajad Ahmad 
Malik delivered an aware-
ness session on cyber 
crime, cyber hygiene, 
stalking and coping mech-
anisms. He also elaborated 
on different legal provi-
sions and sections related 
to cyber crimes and offenc-
es against women, while 
urging students to use 
social media and digital 
platforms responsibly.

The programme also 
included a seminar com-
petition on the theme 
“Women Empowerment,” 
wherein students shared 
their views and perspec-
tives on the subject. The 
participants were felicitat-
ed for their active partici-
pation and performances.

The event concluded 
with a pledge ceremony 
organised under the Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao initia-
tive, reaffirming the collec-
tive commitment towards 
women empowerment, 
safety and gender equality.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The National 
Commission for Women 
is conducting series of  
Mahila Jan Sunwai ses-
sions at Srinagar on May 
19, 2026, at Banquet Hall 
M A Road Srinagar as 
part of  its flagship out-
reach programme “Rash-
triya Mahila Aayog Aapke 
Dwar” aimed at hearing 
women’s grievances and 
ensuring their prompt 
redressal.

The initiative is being 
organized under the 
nationwide Mahila Jan 
Sunwai programme to 
provide a direct platform 
for women of  Srinagar 
District to voice their con-
cerns and seek resolution 
of  issues related to their 
rights, welfare and safety.

The programme aimed 
to strengthen outreach 
mechanisms and facilitate 
direct interaction between 

women and the Commis-
sion so that grievances can 
be addressed in an effective 
and time-bound manner. 
The initiative also aims to 
enhance awareness among 
women regarding their 
legal rights and the institu-
tional support available for 
redressal of  complaints.

Through the “Rashtri-
ya Mahila Aayog Aapke 
Dwar” initiative, the 
Commission is reaching 
out to women at the grass-
roots level to ensure their 
voices are heard and their 
concerns are addressed 
through coordinated insti-
tutional intervention.

Women from Srinagar 
District can attend the ses-
sion at the Banquet Hall 
Conference Complex on 
May 19, 2026 at 9:30 AM and 
directly interact with the 
Chairperson of  the Women 
Commission to raise issues 
concerning their welfare, 
safety, and rights.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  Jammu & 
Kashmir Sports Council 
continued its Valley-wide 
football talent identifica-
tion drive under the Kash-
mir Champions Football 
League (KCFL) with suc-
cessful trials conducted 
in Kupwara and Baram-
ulla, while the NorthEast 
United FC open selection 
trials, in collaboration with 
J&K Sports Council gener-
ated massive excitement 
at the TRC Synthetic Turf  
Ground, Srinagar.

 The KCFL initiative, 
emerging as one of  the 
largest grassroots football 
movements ever undertak-
en in Jammu & Kashmir, 
aims to create a structured 
pathway for young foot-
ballers from local grounds 
to competitive professional 
football.

 At Kupwara, football 
trials were conducted at 
Playground Kulangam, 

where aspiring players 
from different parts of  the 
district turned up in large 
numbers to showcase their 
talent before selectors.

 Simultaneously, the 
trials at the Synthetic 
Turf  Football Stadium, 
Azad Gunj, Baramulla 
witnessed tremendous 
enthusiasm and participa-
tion from local youth. The 
event was graced by MLA 
Baramulla Javid Hassan 
Baig, who interacted with 
players and appreciated 

the efforts being made to 
strengthen grassroots foot-
ball and provide sporting 
opportunities to the youth 
of  the region.

Meanwhile, Srinagar 
remained the focal point of  
football activity as North-
East United FC, conducted 
open selection trials in col-
laboration with the Sports 
Council, the first time an 
Indian Super League club 
has organised such trials 
in Jammu & Kashmir.

Present during the Sri-

nagar event was Naushad 
Moosa, Technical Direc-
tor of  NorthEast United 
FC and Head Coach of  the 
India U-23 National Foot-
ball Team, whose presence 
added major national sig-
nificance to the initiative.

 The KCFL is not 
merely a tournament but 
a long-term developmen-
tal platform designed to 
nurture talent, promote 
youth engagement, and 
strengthen grassroots 
football culture across 
Jammu & Kashmir. The 
initiative also forms part 
of  the Government’s 
larger youth outreach 
and anti-drug awareness 
efforts through sports-
based engagement.

 The next phase of  foot-
ball trials under the KCFL 
is scheduled for May 19 in 
Anantnag, Kulgam, and 
Pulwama, as the Valley-
wide talent hunt contin-
ues to expand across South 
Kashmir.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: A series of  
awareness programmes, 
rallies, workshops, clean-
liness drives and cultural 
activities were organised 
across district Budgam 
under the Nasha Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyan (NMBA) 
to promote the message 
of  a healthy and drug-free 
society.

Government Degree 
College (GDC) Magam 
organised a workshop 
under NMBA aimed at 
sensitising participants 
about the harmful effects 
of  substance abuse and 
the importance of  adopt-
ing healthy lifestyles. 
Speakers highlighted the 

role of  youth and edu-
cational institutions in 
combating the menace of  
drug addiction through 
awareness and collective 
responsibility.

Similarly, GDC Budgam 
conducted a Mega Cleanli-
ness Drive under the Nasha 
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan with 
active participation of  stu-
dents and volunteers. The 
drive focused on promoting 
cleanliness, social respon-
sibility and the vision of  
a healthy and drug-free 
society.

Agriculture Department 
Budgam also organised an 
awareness programme and 
rally in Khanshaib Sub 
Division under NMBA. 
Participants spread aware-

ness regarding the harmful 
effects of  drug abuse and 
encouraged people to con-
tribute towards building 
a safe and addiction-free 
community.

At Higher Secondary 
School (HSS) Chadoora 
and HSS BK Pora, various 
awareness activities were 
organised under the cam-
paign. Students actively 
participated in aware-
ness programmes and 
pledged to stay away from 
substance abuse while 
spreading the message of  
healthy living among the 
community.

Meanwhile, Doodganga 
Forest Range of  Pir Panjal 
Forest Division Budgam, in 
collaboration with Govern-

ment Middle School Ranger 
Chadoora, organised a 
plantation drive, pledge 
ceremony, awareness pro-
gramme and NMBA rally. 
The event witnessed enthu-
siastic participation from 
students, teachers and offi-
cials who reaffirmed their 
commitment towards a 
cleaner, greener and drug-
free society.

Cultural programmes 
and awareness activities 
were also held in different 
educational institutions 
and public spaces across 
the district where stu-
dents, artists and partici-
pants delivered inspiring 
performances carrying the 
message against substance 
abuse.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: To evaluate the 
progress of  the Jal Jeevan 
Mission (JJM) in the dis-
trict, Deputy Commission-
er (DC) Kulgam, Shahzad 
Alam Monday  reviewed 
the status of  implementa-
tion of  Jal Jaavan Mission 
in the district.

During the meeting, 
the DC  reviewed both 
the physical and finan-
cial progress of  the works 
being executed under JJM 
in the district.

A detailed presentation 
revealed that 55624 house-
holds have been provided 
with water connections till 
date, working towards the 
set target of  61,138 house-
holds.

It was also disclosed that 

under JJM, the district 
has a total of  143 schemes 
encompassing 220 works, 
with several works already 
completed.

Discussions also focused 
on measures for water 
quality monitoring and the 
surveillance system.

Chair was informed that 
Kulgam district is equipped 
with three testing laboratories 

where drinking water quality 
tests are being conducted.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of  JJM as a flagship 
program aimed at cover-
ing all households, officers 
were instructed to work in 
coordination to ensure the 
smooth execution of  JJM 
works in their respective 
areas by the DC.

Various issues and 

bottlenecks impeding the 
speedy completion of  few 
projects were comprehen-
sively discussed during the 
meeting.

The DC instructed the 
concerned contractors to 
complete the works par-
ticularly those nearing 
completion, on top prior-
ity. He further directed that 
penalties be imposed in 
case the said works are not 
completed at an earliest.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Superintending 
Engineer Hydraulic circle 
Anantnag/Kulgam, Chief  
Planning officer Kulgam, 
Project Manager DPMU 
Kulgam, Executive Engi-
neers of  Kulgam and Qazi-
gund along with AEE's, 
AE's and contractors of  
JJM works.
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ISL 2025-26: Relegated Mohammedan Sporting 

to play for pride against NorthEast United

IPL 2026: Akeal Hosein back as CSK opt 

to bat against unchanged SRH
IANS

CHENNAI: Chennai Super 
Kings (CSK) won the toss 
and elected to bat first 
against Sunrisers Hyder-
abad (SRH) in Match 63 of  
the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) 2026 at the M.A. Chi-
dambaram Stadium in 
Chennai on Monday. CSK 
have made one change to 
their playing XI as Akeal 
Hosein is back, while MS 
Dhoni is still missing the 
match due to injury.

After winning the toss, 
CSK skipper Ruturaj Gai-
kwad said, "We are looking 
to bat first. Well, it's noth-
ing complicated, it's just 
simple for us. Take it one 
game at a time, look to win 
this one, look to start well, 
look to assess the condi-
tions well, and put your 

best foot forward.
"Well, nothing, not 

as such, it's just that 
we have to respect 
conditions and choose 
what's best for the 
conditions. And yes, 
I think batting first 
looks good here now," 
he said.

Gaikwad said MS 
Dhoni is not fit enough to 
play. "He's still here, but 
he's not fit enough to play 
this game. Hopefully we 
win this one, and you'll 
have a low in the last game. 
We got just one chance. 
Akeal comes in for Gur-
japneet," he added.

While after losing the 
toss, SRH skipper Pat Cum-
mins said, "It's T20 cricket, 
and it's not easy every 
game. He knows it's not 
going to work every game. 

We would have probably 
wanted to bowl. Same team 
as the last game."

Chennai Super Kings 
(CSK) are placed at No. 6 
on the points table with six 
wins and as many defeats 
from 12 matches. They are 
well and truly in conten-
tion to reach the playoffs 
despite starting the season 
with three consecutive 
losses. Ruturaj Gaikwad's 
team is coming to the con-
test after suffering a sev-

en-wicket loss against 
Lucknow Super Giants 
(LSG) at Ekana Sta-
dium. CSK needs two 
wins in two matches to 
stay alive in the com-
petition.

On the other side, 
Sunrisers Hyderabad 
also made a strong 
comeback after a poor 

start, losing three out of  
four opening matches. They 
are currently placed in 
third position in the points 
table, with seven wins from 
12 matches. If  they manage 
to win the match against 
CSK, their qualification 
chances will increase 
significantly. SRH is also 
coming to the contest after 
suffering a big 87-run defeat 
against the Gujarat Titans 
at Narendra Modi Stadium 
in Ahmedabad.

Dr. Shahid Iqbal felicitates Asian Boxing 

Champion Mohammad Yaseer
GMK SPORTS DESK

SRINAGAR: Commis-
sioner Secretary, Youth 
Services and Sports, Dr. 
Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, 
Monday felicitated young 
boxing sensation 14 year 
old Mohammad Yaseer 
of  Rajouri for his historic 
gold medal at the Under-
15 Asian Boxing Champi-
onship held in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan.

Mohammad Yaseer, a 
14-year-old boxing prodigy 
from Rajouri, scripted his-
tory by winning the gold 
medal in the 58-kg cat-
egory after defeating the 
host nation Uzbekistan in 
the final bout. Represent-
ing India at the prestigious 
championship, the young 
boxer displayed excep-
tional courage, resilience 
and determination to bring 
laurels to the country and 
Jammu & Kashmir.

During the felicitation 
ceremony, the Commission-

er Secretary along with Sec-
retary J&K Sports Council 
Nuzhat Gul and other offi-
cials from the department 
congratulated Yaseer for his 
remarkable achievement 
and termed his success a 
proud moment for Jammu 
& Kashmir and the entire 
nation.

“Yaseer’s journey is 
truly inspiring. Despite 
hardships, he has shown 
extraordinary dedication 
and commitment towards 

the sport. His achievement 
at the Asian level is a tes-
tament to his hard work 
and the immense sporting 
talent present in Jammu & 
Kashmir,” Shahid Choud-
hary said. He further 
said that the achievement 
would motivate the aspir-
ing athletes across the 
Union Territory to pursue 
sports with passion and 
determination.

Dr. Shahid Iqbal reit-
erated the government’s 

commitment towards 
strengthening the sports 
ecosystem in Jammu and 
Kashmir and providing 
better opportunities, infra-
structure and exposure to 
young athletes so they can 
excel at national and inter-
national platforms.

The felicitation ceremo-
ny also acknowledged the 
contribution of  Yaseer’s 
coaches, family members 
and support staff  in shap-
ing his successful journey.

IANS

GUWAHATI: Relegation 
confirmed, Mohammedan 
Sporting Club will play for 
pride when they take on 
NorthEast United FC, who 
will aim to end their cam-
paign on a positive note, in 
their final game of the Indian 
Super League (ISL) 2025-26 
at the Indira Gandhi Athlet-
ic Stadium in Guwahati on 
Tuesday.

Mohammedan Sporting 
Club became the first team to 

be relegated from the Indian 
Super League following their 
0-4 defeat to Mumbai City 
FC in their previous fixture 
in Kolkata. The Black and 
White Brigade, who played 
the entire season with an 
all-Indian squad, sit at the 
bottom of  the standings 
with just three points from 12 
matches, having failed to reg-
ister a single win throughout 
the campaign. They will hope 
to end the season with their 
heads held high with a win.

On the other hand, North-

East United FC, which began 
the Indian football season 
by successfully defending 
the Durand Cup title, were 
unable to carry that momen-
tum into their ISL campaign. 
The Highlanders currently 
occupy 10th place in the 
standings with 13 points from 
three wins, four draws, and 
five defeats, and will hope to 
finish their season on a posi-
tive note with a victory.

Mohammedan SC, who 
earned promotion to the ISL 
after winning the 2023-24 

I-League title, managed to 
remain in the top tier for only 
two seasons. The Kolkata 
giants will now compete in the 
2026-27 Indian Football League 
campaign, hoping to secure an 
immediate return to the ISL.

The last meeting between 
the two sides at the same 
venue in January 2025 ended 
in a goalless draw, while 
NorthEast United FC edged 
Mohammedan SC 1-0 in the 
reverse fixture in Kolkata, 
with Alaaeddine Ajaraie 
scoring the winner.

Satish Sharma calls for stronger 
digital infrastructure, greater youth 
engagement through sports

GMK SPORTS DESK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Food, Civil Supplies & Con-
sumer Affairs, Information 
Technology, Transport, 
Youth Services & Sports, 
and Science & Technology, 
Satish Sharma, Monday 
highlighted govern-
ment’s initiatives towards 
strengthening the digital 
infrastructure, promoting 
technological innovation 
and encouraging youth 
participation in sports 
and recreational activities 
across Jammu & Kashmir.

The Minister was 
speaking during a one day 
seminar organised by the 
Institution of  Engineers 
(India), Jammu & Kashmir 
State Centre (IEI-JKSC) in 
observance of  World Tele-
communication & Informa-
tion Society Day 2026 on the 
theme “Digital Lifelines – 
Strengthening Resilience 
in a Connected World.”

The seminar was 
attended by the engineers, 
policymakers, telecom 
professionals, experts and 
public representatives to 
deliberate upon the grow-
ing importance of  resil-
ient digital infrastructure, 
cybersecurity, broadband 
connectivity and inclusive 
technological development 
in an increasingly inter-
connected world.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Satish Sharma said 

that robust digital con-
nectivity has become the 
backbone of  modern gover-
nance and socio-economic 
development. He stated 
that the Government is 
focused on ensuring equi-
table access to digital 
services and strengthen-
ing communication infra-
structure across Jammu 
& Kashmir to bridge the 
digital divide.

The Minister empha-
sised the importance of  
adopting modern tech-
nologies and building 
secure and resilient digital 
systems capable of  meet-
ing future challenges. He 
appreciated the role of  
professional institutions 
like IEI-JKSC in promot-
ing technical awareness, 
innovation and construc-
tive dialogue on emerging 
technological issues.

Later, Satish Sharma 
also appreciated the suc-

cessful organisation of  an 
Indoor Games Competition 
by the Red Team aimed at 
promoting sportsmanship, 
youth engagement and 
healthy recreational activi-
ties among youngsters.

The competition wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from youth and 
sports lovers who took part 
in various indoor games 
including carrom, chess, 
table tennis, badminton 
and other recreational 
activities. The partici-
pants displayed remark-
able talent, discipline and 
team spirit throughout the 
event.

The Minister said that 
sports play a crucial role 
in shaping the personality 
of  youth by promoting dis-
cipline, confidence, lead-
ership and teamwork. He 
stressed that both indoor 
and outdoor sports activi-
ties provide constructive 

avenues for youth engage-
ment and contribute 
towards physical as well 
as mental well-being.

The Indoor Games 
Competition concluded 
with a prize distribution 
ceremony in which the 
winners and outstanding 
performers were felicitat-
ed for their achievements. 
The organisers thanked all 
participants, officials and 
supporters for making the 
event successful and mem-
orable.

The programme com-
menced with a formal 
introduction by Er. Irfan 
Ahmad Reshi, MIE, Hon-
orary Secretary, IEI-JKSC, 
who highlighted the sig-
nificance of  the occasion. 
He emphasised the trans-
formative role of  commu-
nication technologies in 
governance, education, 
healthcare, public service 
delivery and economic 
development.

Engineer Ferdous Ahad 
Bhat, FIE, Chairman, 
IEI-JKSC, underlined the 
importance of  building 
resilient and inclusive 
digital ecosystems capable 
of  supporting societies 
during emergencies and 
technological disruptions. 
He stressed the need for 
strengthening cybersecuri-
ty frameworks and expand-
ing broadband accessibil-
ity, particularly in remote 
and underserved areas.


