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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

As a nation, India can maintain its security robustly only when 
it becomes self-reliant in the defense sector. On an extremely 
important subject like national security, it is not possible to 
remain permanently dependent on any other country.

J&K Sets Ball Rolling 
For Re-Constitution 
Of JJBs, CWCs
Justice (Retd.) Puneet 
Gupta Appointed 
Head Of Selection-
Cum-Oversight Panel

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a significant 
move, the Jammu & Kash-

mir Government has 
initiated the pro-

cess for re-con-
stituting Juve-
nile Justice 
Boards (JJBs) 
and Child Wel-

fare Committees 
(CWCs) across the 

Union Territory.
To begin with, the 

Department of  Social 
Welfare has constituted a 
selection-cum-oversight 
committee to facilitate the 
appointments.

The panel will be headed 
by Justice (Retd.) Puneet 
Gupta, former judge of  the 
High Court of  Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh.

The term of members 
of JJBs and chairpersons/
members of  CWCs had 
recently ended. However, 
on April 20, 2026, the gov-
ernment granted them a six-
month extension from the 
date of expiry of their term, 
or until the new boards and 
committees are constituted-
whichever is earlier.

A Juvenile Justice 
Board, as per law, com-
prises a Metropolitan 
Magistrate or Judicial 
Magistrate (First Class) 
and two social workers, 
of  whom at least one P-06

“WE CANNOT AFFORD SITUATIONS WHERE WE DO NOT KNOW WHERE OUR PEOPLE ARE 
and where others are,” he said, referring to the recent downing of US F-15E Strike Eagles over Kuwait in an apparent 
friendly fire incident.

       West Asia Conflict

Petrol, Diesel 
Prices Hiked By Rs 
3 Per Litre Each

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: Oil compa-
nies have raised the petrol 
and diesel prices by 3 rupees 
per litre each amid spike in 
global energy prices. The 
petrol price has risen from 
94.77 rupees to 97.77 rupees 
per litre, while diesel prices 
have increased from 87.67 
rupees to 90.67 rupees per 
litre in New Delhi.

Similarly, the petrol price 
in Mumbai will now cost 
106.68 rupees per litre, while 
the diesel price has been hiked 
to 93.14 rupees per litre.

In Kolkata, the petrol price 
has been increased to 108.74 

rupees per litre, while the 
diesel price will now be 95.13 
rupees per litre. Meanwhile, 
in Chennai, the petrol price 
has been raised to 103.77 
rupees per litre and diesel 
price has been increased to 
95.35 rupees per litre.

Meanwhile, Indraprastha 
Gas Limited has increased the 
prices of  Compressed Natural 
Gas (CNG) by 2 rupees today. 
After the price hike, the new 
rate for 1 kilogram of  CNG 
in Delhi is 79.09 rupees, and 
87.70 rupees in Ghaziabad and 
Noida. In Gurugram, the new 
rate for 1 Kilogram CNG is 
84.12 rupees.

On increased P-06

India Can Play 'Greater Role' For 
Peace In West Asia, Says Iranian FM

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: India can 
play a "greater role" for 
peace in West Asia, Ira-
nian Foreign Minister 
Araghchi said.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, he said there 
is no military solution to 
anything related to Iran.

He also said Iran is 
ready to help pass all ves-
sels through the Strait of  
Hormuz, adding the situ-

ation in Strait of  Hormuz 
is very complicated now.

Araghchi, who is in 
New Delhi to attend a P-06

‘Op Sindoor’ Demonstrated Effectiveness 
Of Integrated Air Defence: IAF Chief
Says Modern Battlefields Shifting Toward Autonomous Warfare

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Highlighting the 
lessons learnt from ‘Opera-
tion Sindoor,’ Indian Air Force 
Chief  A P Singh on Friday said 
drones and unmanned aerial 
systems (UAS) are no longer 
merely “eyes in the sky” but 
have become “claws in the 
sky”, significantly altering the 
nature of  modern warfare.

Addressing a seminar on 
unmanned aerial systems and 
counter-UAS at Subroto Park 
here, the Air Chief  Marshal, 
said, “Recent conflicts, includ-
ing Operation Sindoor, demon-
strated the growing offensive 
role of  drones and the need for 
integrated air defence systems 
and real-time coordination 
among the armed forces.”

“We have realised during 
Operation Sindoor that these 
systems are no more eyes in the 
sky. They are like claws in the 
sky now,” he said.

Referring to the nearly four-
day conflict during Operation 
Sindoor, Singh said India’s suc-
cess in neutralising incoming 
drones and weapons systems 
was possible because of  coor-

dination and a centralised com-
mand structure.

According to the IAF chief, 
none of  the adversary’s drones 
or weapons systems hit their 
intended targets during the 
operation as Indian forces oper-
ated in an integrated manner.

Singh said modern battle-
fields were shifting from con-
centrated air power to decen-

tralised and autonomous 
systems, making drones and 
counter-drone technologies 
increasingly relevant.

“There is no denying that 
the battlefield has shifted,” he 
said, adding that the future of  
warfare lies in manned and 
unmanned teaming.

“You cannot take man out of  
the loop completely. Maybe not 

in the loop, but at least on the 
loop,” he said.

The Air Chief  Marshal also 
underlined the importance of  
complete domain awareness 
in aerial warfare and warned 
against the dangers of  friendly 
fire incidents in the absence 
of  coordination. “We cannot 
afford situations where we do 
not know where our people are 
and where others are,” he said, 
referring to the recent downing 
of  US F-15E Strike Eagles over 
Kuwait in an apparent friendly 
fire incident.

On the challenge posed by 
low-cost drones, Singh said 
counter-UAS systems also 
needed to become affordable 
and scalable. “We have been 
hearing about low-cost attacks 
and high-cost defence. If  
attacking systems can be scaled 
up because of  their low cost, 
obviously we need something 
we can afford,” he said.

At the same time, he said the 
value of  the target being pro-
tected must also be considered 
while evaluating defence costs.

The IAF chief  stressed the 
need for faster innovation in 
military technology P-06

BJP Protests Liquor Sales In Srinagar, 
Police Foil March To CM’s Residence
Several Leaders Detained; Party Demands 
Complete Ban On Alcohol In Kashmir

REHAN QAYOOM 

SRINAGAR: The Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) on Friday 
staged a protest in Srinagar 
against the sale of  liquor in 
Kashmir, demanding a com-
plete ban on alcohol and clo-
sure of  all wine shops across 
the Valley.

The protest march began 
from Ram Munshi Bagh 
in Sonwar and proceeded 
towards Gupkar Road, where 
the residence of  Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah is located.

However, police stopped 
the march well before it 
could reach the high-securi-

ty zone and detained several 
BJP leaders.

According to details avail-
able, security forces were 
deployed in P-06

Unemployed 'Youngsters Like Cockroaches' 
Become Media, Activists; Attack System: CJI

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Likening some 
unemployed youngsters to cock-
roaches, Chief  Justice of  India 
(CJI) Surya Kant on Friday said 
they go on to "become" media, 
social media and RTI activists 
and start attacking the system.

The comments came while a 
bench of  CJI Kant and Justice 
Joymalya Bagchi was pulling 
up a lawyer for "pursuing" a 
senior advocate designation. It 
said there were already "para-
sites" in society who attack the 
system and asked the petitioner 
whether he wanted to join hands 
with them.

"The entire world may be eligible 
to become senior (advocate), but at 
least you are not entitled," the bench 
told the petitioner lawyer.

A visibly anguished CJI observed 
that if the Delhi High Court would 
confer senior advocate designation 

upon the petitioner, the apex court 
would set that aside seeing his pro-
fessional conduct.

The CJI also referred to the 
kind of  language used by the 
petitioner on Facebook.

"There are already parasites 
of  society who attack the system 
and you want to join hands with 
them?" he said.

"There are youngsters like 

cockroaches, who don't get any 
employment or have any place in 
profession. Some of them become 
media, some of  them become 
social media, RTI activists and 
other activists and they start 
attacking everyone," he said.

The bench also asked the peti-
tioner whether he did not have 
any other litigation.

"Is this the conduct of  a person 
who seeks to be designated as a 
senior advocate?" the bench asked.

It said senior advocate desig-
nation is something that is con-
ferred on a person and is not to 
be pursued.

"You are pursuing it. Does it 
look proper?" the top court said, 
asking whether a senior advo-
cate designation was a status 
symbol to be kept ornamentally.

It also observed that it wanted 
to ask the Central Bureau of  
Investigation (CBI) to verify the 
degrees of  many of  P-06

CS Steers Stakeholder Consultations 
For Growth Of Key Economic Sectors

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo, Friday chaired 
detailed consultations 
with key stakeholders 
to devise a compre-
hensive strategy 
and institutional 
platform aimed at 
accelerating the 
economic growth of  
Jammu and Kashmir 
by strengthening core 
sectors including Tourism, 
Agriculture, Handicrafts and 
Industry.

The high-level consulta-
tive meeting was attended by 
Additional Chief  Secretary, 
Finance; Additional Chief  
Secretary, Public Works 
Department; Regional Head 
of  RBI Jammu; Managing 
Director, J&K Bank; Direc-
tor, IIM Jammu; Commis-
sioner Secretary, Industries 
& Commerce; Secretary, Skill 
Development, Revenue and 
Employment Departments; 
besides representatives from 

BISAG-N, RXIL and other 
official and non-official 
stakeholders.

During the delibera-
tions, the Chief  Secretary 

underscored that the 
primary objective 

of  the meeting was 
to evolve a unified 
mechanism capa-
ble of  bringing all 
stakeholders onto 

a common platform 
for giving a major boost 

to the economy of  Jammu 
and Kashmir. He observed 
that several initiatives are 
already underway across dif-
ferent sectors and stressed 
the need for convergence 
among them to maximize 
their impact.

Highlighting the ongoing 
interventions of  the govern-
ment, the Chief  Secretary 
referred to the Holistic Agri-
culture Development Pro-
gramme (HADP) for Agri-
culture, MSME Health Clinic 
and Raising and Accelerat-
ing P-06

BRICS Condemns Pahalgam Attack, 

Backs Zero Tolerance Against Terrorism
Seek Accountability For All Individuals Supporting Terrorist Activities Worldwide

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Reiterating 
their unwavering commit-
ment to combating terrorism 
in all its forms and manifes-
tations, BRICS foreign min-
isters on Friday strongly 
condemned the April 22, 2025, 
Pahalgam terror attack that 
claimed the lives of  26 civil-
ians, and called for concerted 
global action to eliminate the 
menace of  terror.

A statement released at the 
conclusion of  the 2-day BRICS 
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting 
hosted in New Delhi, said, 
“The Ministers strongly con-
demned terrorism, describ-
ing such acts as criminal and 
unjustifiable irrespective of  
motivation, timing, location 

or perpetrators.”
It said, “Ministers specifi-

cally referred to the April 22 
Pahalgam terror attack in 
Jammu and Kashmir in which 
26 people were killed and sev-
eral others injured.”

The Ministers reaffirmed 
their commitment to fight-
ing terrorism in all its forms 

and manifestations, including 
cross-border movement of  ter-
rorists, terror financing and 
safe havens.

“They reiterated that ter-
rorism should not be associat-
ed with any religion, national-
ity, civilisation or ethnic group 
and that all those involved in 
terrorist activities and their 

support must be held account-
able and brought to justice,” 
the statement said.

The BRICS ministers also 
called for “zero tolerance” 
against terrorism and rejected 
double standards in counter-
ing terror activities.

They stressed that global 
counter-terror efforts must 
comply with international 
law, the UN Charter, interna-
tional humanitarian law and 
human rights obligations.

The ministers welcomed 
the activities of  the BRICS 
Counter-Terrorism Working 
Group and its sub-groups 
functioning under the BRICS 
Counter-Terrorism Strategy 
and Action Plan.

They also called for the 
expeditious P-06

NC Resorting To Lies 
To Justify Speaker’s 
Actions: LoP Sharma

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

JAMMU: Leader of  Opposition 
Sunil Kumar Sharma on Friday 
said that the National Confer-
ence was peddling lies to justify 
the Speaker’s unjust and unfair 
actions. He reminded the ruling 
party that chairs of  committees 
are decided in accordance with 
well-established parliamentary 
conventions.

Reacting to National Confer-
ence claims that 62.5 percent 
of  committee chairs have been 
allotted to the ruling party in 
Parliament and 37.5 percent to 
the opposition, Sharma said.

He said the NC was referring 
to the appointment of  commit-
tee heads in 2024 but was twist-
ing facts to shield the Speaker.

“The NC is conveniently 
hiding the fact that chairman-
ship of  62.5 percent of  depart-
ment-related standing commit-
tees was allotted to the Nation-
al Democratic Alliance (15 out 
of  24) and not only to BJP. 37.5 
percent chairmanships were 
allotted to opposition P-06

Textiles Export Push Gets 
Major Fillip In Kashmir
J&K Charts Roadmap For Global Textile 
Leadership At Mega SKICC Consultation

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a major 
initiative aimed at aligning 
Jammu & Kashmir’s tradi-
tional strengths with India’s 
ambitious textile export 
vision, the Handicrafts and 
Handloom Department, 
Kashmir, under the Indus-
tries & Commerce Depart-
ment, in collaboration with 
the Ministry of  Textiles, Gov-
ernment of  India, organized 
a mega two-day Consultative 
Workshop on “Textiles for 
Global Markets: Strategy for 
Achieving USD 100 Billion 

Exports by 2030” at SKICC, 
Srinagar.

The workshop brought 
together policymakers, 
exporters, industry leaders, 
artisans, entrepreneurs, 
Export Promotion Councils 
(EPCs), DGFT representa-
tives and sectoral stakehold-
ers to deliberate on strate-
gies for enhancing exports, 
strengthening value chains 
and positioning local prod-
ucts in global markets under 
the broader “Local to Global” 
framework.

On Day-2, Commissioner 
Secretary, Industries P-06
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Census-2027

DC Sgr, SMC Comm review preparations for 

House Listing Operations of Census Phase-I
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In connection with 
Census-2027, the Deputy Com-
missioner (DC), Srinagar (Prin-
cipal Census Officer (Rural), 
Akshay Labroo and Commis-
sioner, Srinagar Municipal 
Corporation (SMC) (Principal 
Census Officer (Urban), Faz Lul 
Haseeb Friday chaired a joint 
meeting of  District and Sectoral 
Officers of  all line Departments 
at Banquet Hall Conference 
Complex, Srinagar.

At the outset, the Deputy 
Commissioner and SMC Com-
missioner assessed the modali-
ties for Self-enumeration and 
review progress of  House list-
ing Operations (HLO) and its 
updation on Census Manage-
ment and Monitoring System 
(CMMS) under Phase-I of  
Census-2027 operations in the 
District.

During the meeting, a com-
prehensive review of  the ongo-
ing preparatory activities relat-
ed to Phase-I of  Census-2027 
was undertaken, with particu-
lar focus on ensuring smooth 
implementation of  self-enumer-
ation procedures, completion 
of  House Listing Operations 

within stipulated timelines and 
real-time updation of  data on 
the CMMS portal.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Deputy Commissioner empha-
sized the importance of  main-
taining accuracy, transpar-
ency and coordination during 
the Census exercise, terming 
it a vital national exercise that 
forms the basis for planning 
and policy formulation. He 
directed all concerned Officers 
to ensure that the House List-
ing Operations are conducted 
meticulously and that no house-
hold is left uncovered during 
the enumeration process.

The DC instructed all line 
departments to strengthen 
inter-departmental coordina-
tion and provide full logistical 
and technical support to field 
functionaries for seamless exe-
cution of  the exercise. He fur-
ther directed Officers to closely 
monitor field-level progress on 
daily basis and ensure timely 
updation of  collected data on 
the Census Management and 
Monitoring System to avoid 
discrepancies and delays.

Highlighting the significance 
of  public participation in the 
self-enumeration process, the 

DC called upon Officers to 
intensify awareness genera-
tion activities at the grassroots 
level so that citizens are prop-
erly informed about the process 
and benefits of  accurate Census 
data. He also stressed the need 
for capacity building and hand-
holding support for field staff  
to ensure efficient handling of  
digital platforms and census-
related procedures.

The duo, while reviewing the 
urban component of  the Census 
operations, directed all Charge 
Officers and field teams within 
Municipal limits to ensure 
proper verification and timely 
completion of  House Listing 
Operations in all Municipal 
wards of  the City.

The SMC Commissioner 
further underscored the impor-
tance of  the Census exercise and 
emphasized maintaining data 
integrity and adhering strictly 
to the prescribed Census guide-
lines and timelines.

The Duo directed Officers to 
adopt a proactive and coordi-
nated approach for successful 
conduct of  Census Phase-I and 
reiterated that all departments 
must work in close synergy to 
achieve the targets efficiently 

and within the notified schedule.
On the occasion, Additional 

Deputy Commissioner/Charge 
Officer (Rural), Mir Imtiyaz Ul 

Aziz, briefed the meeting about 
the action plan and activities 
undertaken so far in rural areas 
of  the District for smooth con-

duct of  the Census exercise. 
He informed that necessary 
arrangements have been put in 
place to ensure effective coor-
dination among field staff  and 
timely completion of  House 
Listing Operations in rural 
areas.

Similarly, Joint Commission-
er SMC/Charge Officer (Urban), 
Nuzhat Qureshi apprised the 
meeting about the progress 
achieved in urban areas and 
the measures being adopted to 
ensure comprehensive coverage 
within municipal limits.

The meeting was informed 
that the necessary Census 
training has been imparted to 
the field-level teams, who are 
actively engaged in enumera-
tion-related activities across the 
district. It was further informed 
that regular monitoring and 
supervision are being carried 
out to ensure accuracy, trans-
parency and timely updation 
of  data on the Census Manage-
ment and Monitoring System 
(CMMS) portal.

During the meeting, the Dis-
trict Statistics & Evaluation 
Officer, Shah Ismail Bangroo 
gave a detailed overview of  the 
ongoing Census exercise in the 

district through a PowerPoint 
presentation, highlighting that 
the self-enumeration phase 
will be conducted from May 17 
to May 31, 2026, during which 
citizens will be able to furnish 
their household details online 
through the designated Census 
portal se.census.gov.in. He 
further informed that Census 
teams will conduct household 
visits from June 1 to June 30, 
2026, for scrutiny, verification 
and house listing.

The meeting was attended 
by Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner, Additional 
Deputy Commissioners, IAS 
Probationer, Alfred Thomas, 
Superintendent of  Police, Nodal 
Principal Colleges, Kashmir,  
Joint Commissioners of  SMC, 
District Programme Officer, 
ICDS, Chief  Executive Officer, 
Cantonment Board, General 
Manager DIC, Superintending 
Engineers of  R&B, Hydraulics 
& KPDCL,  SDM, West, Assis-
tant Commissioner Panchayat, 
Assistant Commissioner Devel-
opment, Assistant Commis-
sioner Revenue, Deputy Direc-
tor Information (PR), Secretary 
SDA and  all District & Sectoral 
Officers.

Comm Secy Planning visits Bobiya, reviews 
Vibrant Village Programme in border villages

KPDCL announces power shutdown in Kashmir parts

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KATHUA: Commissioner 
Secretary, Information, 
Planning, Development & 
Monitoring Department, 
R. Alice Vaz, who has been 
assigned the twin border vil-
lages of  Bobiya and Gajnal 
under Vibrant Village Pro-
gramme-II (VVP-II), Friday 
visited Bobiya village and 
convened a public outreach 
programme to interact with 
the stakeholders and get a 
first-hand appraisal of  the 
developmental needs and 
aspirations of  these border 
villages.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Commissioner 
Secretary said that the 
objective of  the Vibrant 
Villages Programme is to 
ensure holistic and sus-
tainable development of  
border villages. She said 
the programme aims to 
bridge the development 
gaps by strengthening the 
infrastructure and identi-
fying critical gaps in sec-
tors such as connectivity, 
health, education, liveli-
hoods and digital access.

Commissioner Sec-
retary emphasized that 
convergence and satura-
tion of  ongoing Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes (CSS) 
and UT/State Sponsored 
Schemes is an equally 

important aspect of  the 
programme and appealed 
to the local residents to 
extend full cooperation to 
the district administration 
for smooth execution of  the 
planned works.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary also laid special 
focus on saturation of  indi-
vidual beneficiary schemes 
and called for ensuring 
effective convergence of  
Centrally Sponsored and 
State Sponsored Schemes 
with special emphasis on 
HADP and Mission YUVA 
for maximizing benefits to 
the people.

Earlier, former PRI 
members of  village Bobiya 
appreciated the district 
administration for con-
ducting an inclusive and 
participatory planning 
exercise while formulating 
the development plan for 
the villages.

On the occasion, Nodal 

Officer for Vibrant Village 
Bobiya and BDO Marheen, 
Javed Iqbal and Nodal 
Officer for Vibrant Village 
Gajnal and Tehsildar Mar-
heen, Lekh Raj, read out 
the proposed development 
plans in public, for Bobiya 
and Gajnal villages.

Later, the Commissioner 
Secretary convened a meet-
ing with the concerned dis-
trict and sectoral officers 
to review the proposed 
works. She  also enquired 
about the status of  existing 
schemes being implemented 
by JPDCL, JAKEDA, RDD, 
Social Welfare, Agriculture, 
JJM and PMGSY to identify 
gaps and ensure saturation 
in these villages.

Commissioner Secre-
tary also highlighted the 
need to organize aware-
ness camps for welfare 
schemes and skill develop-
ment opportunities so that 
maximum benefits reach 

the eligible beneficiaries in 
these remote border areas.

Earlier, Deputy Com-
missioner Kathua, Rajesh 
Sharma, briefed the Com-
missioner Secretary that 
Kathua district has a total 
of  216 border villages, of  
which, six villages near 
the zero line including 
Bobiya, Gajnal, Rathua, 
Karol Krishna, Kadyala 
and Gujar Chak are being 
taken up under the Vibrant 
Village Programme-II.

He informed that an 
extensive exercise was 
carried out to interact with 
the inhabitants and gather 
their developmental aspi-
rations for preparation 
of  the draft plan besides 
assessing the scope for 
augmentation of  the exist-
ing infrastructure. He said 
a series of  meetings had 
been held by all the stake-
holder departments with 
the local inhabitants to 
incorporate their sugges-
tions and make the plan-
ning exercise inclusive and 
participatory.

Earlier, Sub Divisional 
Magistrate Hiranagar, 
Phulail Singh, present-
ed the border profile of  
Hiranagar Sub Division 
and highlighted the stra-
tegic significance of  the 
villages situated near the 
International Border.
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SRINAGAR: Chief Engineer, 
Distribution, KPDCL Friday 
informed that the Shutdown 
of 132/33 kV GSS Amargarh 
will be observed due to which 
power supply to Panzipora, 
Tarzoo, Hygam, Shair Colony, 
Arampora, Mahrajpora, 
Bugoo, Police Station, ADC 
Watlab, Hathlangoo, Warpora, 
Dooru, Shiva, Tujjar, Sharief  
Shrine, Nowpora, Mazbugh, 
Reban, Achabal, Doabgah, 
Ferozpora, Panzulla, Shutloo, 
Chakloo, Ladoora, Nadihal, 
Gurseer, Pethseer, PHE, Fruit 
Mandi Sopore, LIS Ladoora, 
Dangiwacha, Hachipora, 
Hadipora, watrigam, Safal-
pora, Ganapora, Nowpora, 
Seelu, Bomai, seer, Chakloo, 
Ruhama and adjoining areas 
will be affected from  09 AM to 
04 PM on 17 May 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of  
33 KV Arampora Handwara 
Town line, 33 KV Arampora 
Handwara Old line and 33 KV 
Arampora Kupwara Old line 
will be observed due to which 
power supply to Marathgam, 
Chogal, Handwara Town, 
Kulangam,  Zachaldara, 
Changimulla, Rajpora, Wadi-
pora, Hangah, Haril, Bata-
gund, Whole Lolab, Machil 
Valley and adjoining areas 
will be affected from 09 AM to 
03 PM on 18 May 2026.

Likewise, shutdown of 33 
KV Nehalpora Pattan-Ama-
rgarh line will be observed 
due to which power supply to 
Pattan, Palhalan, Nehalpora, 

Hanjiwera, Trama, Hamray, 
Tapper, Wanigam, Lolipora, 
Cold Store, Hyderbeigh, Flour 
Mill, North End Hospital, Rail-
way, Hamray and adjoining 
areas will be affected from 09 
AM to 03 PM on  17 May 2026.

Similarly, shutdown 
of  33 KV Nehalpora HMT 
line will be observed due to 
which power supply to Kal-
sari, Singhpora, Duslipora, 
SKUAST, SSM, Mirgund, 
Ramilgarh, Shadipora and 
adjoining areas will be affect-
ed from 09 AM to 03 PM on 18, 
20 & 25 May 2026

Further, shutdown of 33 KV 
Delina Wagoora line will be 
observed due to which power 
supply to Wagoora, Kawcheck, 
Mangam, Watergam, Kreeri, 
Saloosa, Hospital, Sangrama, 
Nowpora, Boosu, Cold Store 
and adjoining areas will be 
affected from 09 AM to 03 PM 
on 19 & 21 May 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of  
33 KV Delina Kreeri Tapline 
will be observed due to which 
power supply to Kreeri, Saloo-
sa, Hospital and adjoining 
areas will be affected from 09 
AM to 03 PM on 21 & 25 May 
2026.

Likewise, 33 kV Alasteng 
Power House Line will be 
observed due to which power 
supply to Beehama, Arampo-
ra, Arch, Nunner, Manigam, 
Duderhama, Malshaibagh, 
Wayil, Gultibagh & adjoining 
areas will be affected from 
09 AM to 03:30 PM on 17 May 
2026.

Similarly, shutdown of 33 

kV Kangan Surfaw Line and 
33 kV Kangan-Kangan Line 
will be observed due to which 
power supply to Gund, Kullan, 
Gagangeer, Sonamarg, Fraw, 
Ganiwan, Mammer, Wangath, 
Kangan, Akhal, Babanagri, 
Canal and adjoining areas will 
be affected from 09 AM to 03:30 
PM on 16 May 2026.

Likewise, shutdown of   
33 kV Kangan-Wussan Line 
will be observed due to which 
power supply to Wussan, 
Preng, Manigam, Haripora & 
adjoining areas will be affect-
ed from 09 AM to 03:30 PM on 
19 May 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of 33 
kV Khunmoh SIDCO-III line 
will be observed due to which 
power supply to Cement 
plants viz. SAIFCO, KHYBER, 
TCI MAX will be affected from 
09 AM to 03:30 PM on 24 May 
and 07 June 2026.

Further, shutdown of  33 
kV Pampore-Badamibagh 
line and Panthachowk Pamp-
ore line will be observed due 
to which power supply to 
Sonwar, Shivpora, Indranagar, 
Badamibagh, WSS Tangnar, 
Panthachowk, Lasjan, Sum-
merbugh, Govt. Press, Flour 
Mills and adjoining areas will 
be affected from 09 AM to 03.30 
PM on 03 June 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of  
33 kV Khunmoh SIDCO-II 
line will be observed due to 
which power supply to Indus-
trial Area Khunnmoh will be 
affected from 09 AM to 03:30 
PM on 31 May 2026.

Likewise, shutdown of 33 

kV Khunmoh SIDCO-I line 
will be observed due to which 
power supply to Khunmoh, 
Wuyan, Balhama, TCI Old, 
Zaffran colony, Chak Sangri, 
JKAP Befina, TCI Wuyen and 
adjoining areas will be affect-
ed from 09 AM to 03:30 PM on 
14 & 28 June 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of  
33 kV Wanganpora-Soura-
SKIMS Line will be observed 
due to which power supply to 
Soura, Zoonimar, Nowshera, 
Buchpora, Anchar and adjoin-
ing areas will be affected from 
09 AM to 03:30 PM on 15 June 
2026.

Likewise, shutdown of 33 
kV Habak Owantabhawan-
SKIMS line will be observed 
due to which power supply to 
Ontabhawan, Lal Bazar and 
adjoining areas will be affect-
ed from 09 AM to 03:30 PM on 
17 June 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of  
33 kV Wanganpora-Khan-
yar-Rainawari Line will be 
observed due to which power 
supply to Miskeen Bagh, 
Makhdoom Sahib, Rozabal, 
Hazaribagh, Konabal, Has-
sanabad, Jogilankar and 
adjoining areas will be affect-
ed from 09 AM to 03:30 PM on 
20 June 2026.

  Similarly, shutdown of 33 
KV Awantipora line will be 
observed due to which power 
supply to Awantipora, Jawb-
hara, Barsoo, Malangpora, 
Padgampora, Beighpora, 
Midoora, Bohu and adjoining 
areas will be affected from 09 
AM to 02 PM on 21 May 2026.

DC G'bal visits Baltal Base Camp to 
review preparations for SANJY-2026

B'la fully prepared for India’s 

first Digital Census 2027

Massive anti-drug awareness 
campaigns continue across 
Shopian under NMJKAGMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Gan-
derbal, Jatin Kishore 
Friday visited Baltal 
Base Camp to review the 
status of  preparations and 
arrangements being put in 
place for the smooth con-
duct of  Shri Amarnath Ji 
Yatra (SANJY)-2026.

During the visit, the DC 
took a detailed appraisal of  
the site plan of  Baltal Base 
Camp from Y-Junction to 
the Domail access gate and 
assessed the progress of  
various ongoing works and 
facilities being provided for 
the pilgrims.

The DC reviewed the 
progress on ground 
including maintenance of  
parking areas, improve-
ment of  pony tracks at 
Baltal and Domail, proper 
barricading at pony areas 
for smooth pony move-
ment as well as various 
allied facilities at Baltal 
Base Camp.

The DC directed KPDCL 
to ensure adequate lighting 
arrangements at key loca-

tions, including at the Pony 
Stand which witnesses 
heavy footfall.

During the inspection, 
the DC directed the I&FC 
Department to expedite 
drainage and crate protec-
tion works.

Telecom agencies were 
instructed to ensure seam-
less network connectivity 
across the yatra route and 
base camp areas.

The Labour Depart-
ment was asked to orga-
nize registration camps at 
various locations including 
Sonamarg for facilitation 
of  workers and service pro-
viders associated with the 
yatra.

The Traffic Department 
was instructed to formu-
late an efficient traffic 
management plan, while 
SRTC was asked to ensure 
proper transportation 
facilities and establish-
ment of  sufficient number 
of  ticket booking counters 
for pilgrims.

The DC further direct-
ed BRO to ensure timely 
snow clearance and main-
tenance of  Yatra track 

and also advised them to 
maintain close coordina-
tion with other depart-
ments to ensure works are 
executed in a coordinated 
manner.

The DC issued on-the-
spot instructions to the 
concerned departments 
and executing agencies 
to accelerate the pace of  
works and ensure comple-
tion within the stipulated 
timelines.

Later, the DC also vis-
ited the Pony Stand and 
directed the concerned 
officers to ensure adequate 
amenities and proper facil-
ities for smooth manage-
ment and convenience of  
pilgrims.

During the visit, the 
DC was accompanied 
by Senior Superinten-
dent of  Police, Sudhans-
hu Dhama, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner, 
CEO Sonmarg Develop-
ment Authority, Sub Divi-
sional Magistrate, officers 
of  various line depart-
ments as well as repre-
sentatives of  BRO, SASB 
and telecom agencies etc.
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BARAMULLA: Principal 
Census Officer (Deputy 
Commissioner), Baram-
ulla, S.F Hamid Friday 
addressed a press confer-
ence regarding the prepa-
rations for Census 2027 and 
informed that the district is 
fully prepared for the suc-
cessful conduct of  India’s 
first fully digital Census.

Addressing media per-
sons, the Principal Census 
Officer stated that Census is 
the foundation of  evidence-
based planning, gover-
nance, and welfare delivery, 
playing a vital role in shap-
ing future development poli-
cies and public services.

He informed that 
Census 2027 will be con-
ducted through the Census 
Management and Monitor-
ing System (CMMS) using 
mobile-based digital enu-
meration supported by GIS 
mapping and advanced 
monitoring systems.

As part of  the Housel-
isting and Housing Census 

phase, Digital Self-Enu-
meration for residents of  
Baramulla will remain open 
from 17 May 2026 to 31 May 
2026 through the official 
portal se.census.gov.in. Citi-
zens can voluntarily submit 
their household information 
online using mobile phones, 
tablets, or computers.

Thereafter, House-to-
House Survey operations 
will be conducted from 
1 June to 30 June 2026 
by trained Census Enu-
merators. The Population 
Enumeration phase will 
follow subsequently in a 
staggered manner across 
Jammu & Kashmir, includ-
ing snow-bound areas.

The Principal Census 
Officer further informed 

that Baramulla district has 
finalized 25 Census Charges, 
including 18 Rural and 7 
Urban Charges, besides 122 
Special Charges for institu-
tions and special establish-
ments. A dedicated workforce 
of  2,367 personnel, including 
Enumerators, Supervisors, 
and Trainers, has been 
trained for the exercise.

Emphasizing transpar-
ency and public trust, he 
stated that all Census offi-
cials will carry QR-coded 
identity cards and clarified 
that Census personnel will 
never ask for OTPs, bank 
details, passwords, or 
financial information.

Appealing for public 
participation, the Principal 
Census Officer urged citi-
zens, media organizations, 
educational institutions, 
civil society members, 
and community leaders 
to actively participate in 
Census 2027 and ensure 
that every household and 
every individual in Baram-
ulla is counted accurately 
and inclusively.
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SHOPIAN: District Admin-
istration Shopian, under 
the ongoing Nasha Mukt 
Jammu & Kashmir Abhi-
yan (NMJKA), continues to 
organize a series of  inten-
sive awareness and out-
reach programmes across 
the district on a daily basis 
to educate people, especially 
youth, about the harmful 
effects of  drug abuse.

As part of  the sustained 
campaign, awareness pro-
grammes, sports activities, 
seminars, yoga sessions, 
cultural events and interac-
tive meetings are being con-
ducted in schools, colleges, 
villages and public places 
with active participation of  
students, youth clubs, teach-
ers, civil society members 
and local volunteers.

During the programmes, 
participants were sensitized 
about the growing menace 
of  substance abuse and 
were encouraged to play an 
active role in making soci-
ety drug-free.

Speakers stressed the 
importance of  community 
participation, parental 
guidance and coordinated 
efforts to protect the young-
er generation from falling 
prey to drugs.

Special focus is being 
laid on involving youth 
in constructive and posi-
tive activities including 
sports, skill development 
and awareness drives so 
that they remain engaged 
in productive pursuits. 
Various departments are 
jointly conducting these 
activities to strengthen the 
anti-drug movement at the 
grassroots level.

Citizens were urged to 
remain vigilant and report 
any drug-related activities 
to the concerned authorities 
for timely action.

The daily awareness 
initiatives are receiving 
encouraging response 
from the public and are 
significantly contributing 
towards building a health-
ier, safer and drug-free 
Shopian.
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Govt. committed to expand 
access to quality education in 
remote areas: Sakeena Itoo

Speaker Rather inaugurates 

advanced healthcare facilities at 

CHC Kremshore
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UDHAMPUR: Minister 
for Education, Social Wel-
fare, Health and Medical 
Education, Sakeena Itoo 
Friday inaugurated newly 
constructed building of  
Government Degree Col-
lege (GDC) Majalta in 
Udhampur district amid 
great applause and enthu-
siasm from the students 
and locals of  the area.

MLA Udhampur East, 
Ranbir Singh Pathania; 
Commissioner Secretary, 
Higher Education, Ram 
Niwas Sharma; Deputy 
Commissioner Udhampur, 
Minga Sherpa; Director 
School Education Jammu, 
Director Colleges, Director 
Health Services Jammu, 
Principal of  the college, 
faculty members, large 
number of  students and 
locals were also present 
on the occasion.

In her address, Sakeena 
Itoo congratulated the col-
lege fraternity and local 
community on the suc-
cessful completion of  the 
permanent campus build-
ing. She highlighted the 
Government’s commit-
ment towards expanding 
access to quality educa-
tion and ensuring better 
educational opportunities 

for students living in far-
flung areas of  Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The Minister laid spe-
cial emphasis on the 
urgent need for building 
a drug-free society and 
called upon educational 
institutions to play a 
proactive role in spread-
ing awareness against 
substance abuse. She 
stressed that the youth 
are the backbone of  the 
nation and must be guided 
towards constructive, cre-
ative and socially respon-
sible pursuits.

She urged students 
to stay away from drugs 
and harmful addictions, 
stating that substance 
abuse not only destroys 
individual lives but also 
adversely affects families 
and society at large. She 
further emphasized the 
importance of  counsel-
ling, awareness campaigns, 

sports activities and com-
munity participation in 
combating the menace of  
drug addiction.

 The Minister further 
said that educational insti-
tutions as centres of  moral 
guidance and discipline, 
have significant role for 
making young minds to 
remain focused on educa-
tion, character-building 
and nation-building.

She highlighted that 
the inauguration of  this 
permanent college build-
ing marks a significant 
chapter in the growth 
and development of  Gov-
ernment Degree College 
Majalta and stands as a 
testament to the collective 
commitment of  Govern-
ment towards strengthen-
ing higher education in 
remote areas of  Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Addressing the gather-
ing, MLA Udhampur East, 

Ranbir Singh Pathania 
lauded the efforts of  the 
college administration and 
reiterated his commitment 
towards educational uplift-
ment in the constituency.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Commissioner Sec-
retary Higher Education 
emphasized on the impor-
tance of  quality higher 
education, youth empow-
erment and infrastructural 
development in rural insti-
tutions.

In her welcome address, 
Principal Dr. Shalini 
Sharma presented a 
detailed and momentous 
report highlighting the 
achievements, academic 
progress and developmen-
tal journey of  Government 
Degree College Majalta. 
She expressed gratitude to 
the Government and the 
Higher Education depart-
ment for their unwavering 
support in strengthening 
educational infrastructure 
in the region.

She stated that the 
newly inaugurated build-
ing would provide a 
modern academic environ-
ment and greatly benefit 
students from remote and 
rural areas.

The Minister, on the 
occasion, also released the 
college newsletter.
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BUDGAM: In a significant 
step towards strengthen-
ing the healthcare infra-
structure and enhancing 
patient care services, 
Speaker Le gislative 
Assembly, Abdul Rahim 
Rather, Friday inaugurat-
ed the newly established 
healthcare facilities at 
Community Health Centre 
(CHC) Kremshore.

The facilities included 
a dedicated Hotline Ser-
vice, an Ultrasonography 
(USG) Machine and a 
modern Dental Chair, all 
aimed at improving the 
accessibility, diagnostic 
capabilities and quality 
healthcare delivery for 
the local population.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Speaker empha-
sized the government’s 
commitment towards 
strengthening the health-
care services at the grass-
roots level. He stated that 
upgrading the medical 
infrastructure in rural 
areas remains a priority to 
ensure timely diagnosis, 
better treatment facilities 
and reduced dependence 
on tertiary healthcare 
institutions. He highlight-
ed that the addition of  
advanced diagnostic and 
dental facilities at CHC 

Kremshore would signifi-
cantly benefit the patients 
from Kremshore and 
adjoining areas.

The Hotline Service 
inaugurated on the occa-
sion will facilitate better  
healthcare facilities and 
patients care. The installa-
tion of  the Ultrasonogra-
phy Machine is expected to 
greatly enhance the diag-
nostic services, particular-
ly benefiting the pregnant 
women, elderly patients 
and individuals requiring 
immediate imaging sup-
port. Similarly, the newly 

installed Dental Chair will 
strengthen oral healthcare 
services, enabling special-
ized dental treatment 
locally and reducing the 
need for patients to travel 
long distances.

During the programme, 
the health officials briefed 
the dignitaries about the 
functioning of  the health 
institution and ongoing ini-
tiatives aimed at improving 
the healthcare outreach, 
preventive care and patient 
satisfaction.

The Speaker appreciat-
ed the efforts of  the Health 

Department and medical 
staff  for their dedication in 
delivering quality health-
care services despite vari-
ous challenges.

Rather also interacted 
with the doctors, para-
medical staff  and the 
public, encouraging the 
healthcare professionals 
to continue serving with 
compassion and profes-
sionalism while ensuring 
patient-friendly services.

The inauguration marks 
another milestone in the 
ongoing efforts to improve 
the healthcare infrastruc-
ture and ensure accessi-
ble, affordable and quality 
medical services for all sec-
tions of  the society.

The local representa-
tives and community mem-
bers expressed gratitude to 
the government for upgrad-
ing the healthcare facilities 
in the area, stating that the 
new services would greatly 
ease the burden on patients 
and strengthen confidence 
in public healthcare insti-
tutions.

The event was attended 
by CMO Budgam, SE PDD, 
Executive Engineer PDD 
Budgam, BMO Khansa-
hib, officers of  the Health 
Department, district 
administration officials, 
medical staff, and promi-
nent citizens of  the area.

Comm Secy School Edu visits Vidya Samiksha Kendra Jammu; reviews functioning
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Commissioner Sec-
retary, School Education, Ram 
Niwas Sharma, Friday visited 
the Vidya Samiksha Kendra 
Jammu to review functioning 
of  the integrated educational 
monitoring and governance 
system established under the 
School Education Department.

During the visit, the Commis-
sioner Secretary took a compre-
hensive review of  the real-time 
monitoring mechanisms being 
implemented through the VSK 
platform for improving gover-
nance, transparency and effi-
ciency in the education sector 
across the Union Territory.

The officers and technical 
teams briefed the Commis-
sioner Secretary regarding 
various digital dashboards, data 
analytics tools and monitor-
ing modules being utilized for 
tracking key educational indi-
cators. These included student 
attendance, teacher attendance, 
infrastructure status, learning 
outcomes and implementa-
tion of  various schemes under 
Samagra Shiksha.

The Commissioner Secre-
tary reviewed the school atten-
dance scenario across the UT 

and assessed the district-wise 
performance. He directed offi-
cers to follow up with low-atten-
dance schools and ensure that 
attendance is marked daily, on 
time, and by all teachers with-
out fail.

The Project Director 
Samagra Shiksha, J&K and 
technical team Vidya Samik-
sha Kendra briefed the Com-
missioner Secretary about the 
progress achieved highlighting 
the enhancements in Digital 
Learning achieved through the 
VSK. This included the launch 
of  new Bots such as Shikshak 
Sahayak, DigiLearn as well 
as Smart Attendance, Study 
Buddy Chatbot, including the 
recently launched J&K Sarve-
kshan ChatBot.

The Director, Samagra Shik-
sha also showcased the Data 
Monitoring Framework includ-
ing the Dashboards Platform 
and the CRM system driven 
Tele-Calling set up in the VSK.

Ram Niwas Sharma empha-
sized the importance of  tech-
nology-driven governance in 
strengthening the education 
system. He directed the con-
cerned officers to ensure effec-
tive utilization of  the platform 
for evidence-based decision 

making and timely grievance 
redressal. Stressing upon 
data accuracy and regular up-
dation, he said that the Vidya 
Samiksha Kendra would play 
a pivotal role in enhancing the 
accountability and improving 
the quality of  education in 
schools across J&K.

The Commissioner Secretary 
also interacted with the officials 
and staff  working at the centre 
and appreciated their efforts 

in establishing a robust digital 
monitoring ecosystem for the 
School Education Department. 
He asked for further strength-
ening the coordination with the 
field functionaries and ensur-
ing optimum use of  technology 
for monitoring the educational 
initiatives and flagship pro-
grammes in the UT.

While reviewing the prog-
ress of  the low performing dis-
tricts, the Commissioner issued 

strict instructions to the Tech-
nical team for regular follow up. 
He suggested the JK VSK team 
to utilize the entire manpower 
of  the organization to improve 
the outreach and engagement 
at the ground level.

Reviewing the district-wise 
performance of  VSK initiatives, 
Ram Niwas Sharma directed 
the VSK team to submit detailed 
district-wise performance data 
of  all the VSK bots to facilitate 

closer monitoring and assess-
ment of  implementation across 
the districts.

The Commissioner Secretary 
further directed the officials to 
convene a review meeting with 
all the Chief  Education Officers 
(CEOs) regarding the perfor-
mance of  VSK Bots. He cau-
tioned that the Chief  Education 
Officers of  the low performing 
districts shall be put to task.

While reviewing the JK 
Sarvekshan initiative, the Com-
missioner Secretary instructed 
the Samagra Shiksha team to 
create a dedicated WhatsApp 
group and ensure that all con-
cerned officials are informed 
to commence survey filling in 
a timely manner. During the 
review, feedback was also pro-
vided for improved clarity and 
inclusiveness while implement-
ing this initiative.

Reviewing the performance 
of  the Parent Pulse Bot, the 
Commissioner Secretary 
stressed the need to improve the 
platform’s outreach, respon-
siveness and parent engage-
ment to ensure better utiliza-
tion and user satisfaction.

While reviewing the Shik-
shak Sahayak Chatbot, an AI 
Bot for helping Teachers during 

their classroom engagements, 
the Commissioner Secretary 
instructed the VSK Team to 
enhance the Digital Tools avail-
able on the platform. He appre-
ciated the outreach achieved 
over the last 2 weeks, where 
over 50 percent of  all School 
Teachers have registered their 
presence on this Bot.

Ram Niwas Sharma also 
emphasized on taking the VSK 
initiative to each district of  the 
UT in the upcoming phase of  
implementation this year.

The Commissioner Secre-
tary also visited the 2 Digital 
Studios established at the VSK 
J&K to review the set up, which 
fuels the J&K e-Pathshala TV 
Channel under Samagra Shik-
sha, J&K, launched earlier 
this year. Instructions were 
issued to involve Teachers 
from across the UT in creat-
ing Interactive Videos in Local 
Language such as Kashmiri, 
Urdu, Dogarias well as Eng-
lish and Hindi.

Project Director Samagra 
Shiksha Bhawani Rakwal and 
other senior officers of  the 
School Education Department, 
Samagra Shiksha and techni-
cal teams were present during 
the visit.

Javid Dar pays obeisance at 

Mewaan Shah Qalander shrine

Reviews Horticulture infrastructure in Rafiabad
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Minister 
for Agriculture Produc-
tion, Rural Development 
and Panchayati Raj, Coop-
erative and Election Depart-
ment, Javid Ahmad Dar, 
Friday paid obeisance at 
the revered shrine of  Syed 
Mewaan Shah Qalander 
(RA) at Dalora, Rafiabad 
and offered prayers for last-
ing peace, prosperity and 
progress of  Jammu and 
Kashmir and the country.

During his visit to the 
shrine, the Minister prayed 
for communal harmony, 
wellbeing of  the people 
and sustained development 
across the region. He also 
interacted with the shrine 
caretaker and devotees, 
underscoring the vital role of  
such spiritual institutions in 
preserving the Valley’s rich 
ethos of  brotherhood, toler-
ance and social cohesion.

Later, the Minister 
visited the Horticulture 
Department facility, where 
he undertook a detailed 

review of the infrastructure 
and support services being 
extended to the orchardists 
and farmers of  the area. 
He inspected the available 
facilities and sought first-
hand feedback regarding 
the schemes and technical 
assistance being provided 
to the farming community.

Emphasising the immense 
significance of  horticulture 
as a key driver of  Jammu 
and Kashmir’s rural econo-
my, the Minister directed the 
concerned officers to ensure 
efficient delivery of  services, 
timely technical guidance 
and enhanced outreach to 
farmers so that they are able 
to fully benefit from the gov-
ernment welfare and devel-
opmental initiatives.

He reiterated the govern-
ment’s firm commitment 
towards strengthening the 
horticulture sector through 
modernisation, capacity 
building and improved insti-
tutional support. He said 
that sustained efforts are 
being made to empower the 
farmers, enhance productiv-
ity and create better liveli-
hood opportunities across 
the Union Territory.

The Minister stressed the 
need for proactive field-level 
monitoring and close coor-
dination among the depart-
mental functionaries to 
effectively address the con-
cerns of  farmers and accel-
erate the implementation of  
developmental programmes 
at the grassroots level.

Satish Sharma pitches for promotion of 

indigenous products at Maple, Ivy Flea Market
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister 
for Food, Civil Supplies & 
Consumer Affairs, Trans-
port, Information Tech-
nology, Youth Services & 
Sports, Satish Sharma, 
Friday visited “The Flea 
Market” by Maple and 
Ivy at Amar Singh Club. 
He underscored the need 
for promoting indigenous 
products, local entrepre-
neurship and homegrown 
brands to strengthen the 
region’s economy and cul-
tural identity.

Advisor to the Chief  
Minister, Nasir Aslam 
Wani, was also present on 
the occasion.

During his visit, the 
Minister inspected vari-
ous stalls showcasing 
fashion, handicrafts, food 
products, décor items 
and lifestyle brands from 
across the country, with 
special appreciation for 
participation of  local 
Kashmiri entrepreneurs 
and artisans.

Interacting with the 
exhibitors and visi-

tors,  Satish Sharma 
said that platforms like 
the flea market provide 
immense opportunities 
to local youth, artisans, 
startups and small busi-
nesses to showcase their 
talent  and products 
before a wider audience. 
He stressed that indige-
nous products represent 
the rich cultural heri-
tage, craftsmanship and 

entrepreneurial spirit 
of  Jammu and Kashmir 
and deserve stronger 
market visibility and 
institutional support.

The Minister observed 
that promoting locally-
made products not only 
generates employment 
opportunities for youth 
but also contributes 
towards sustainable eco-
nomic growth and self-

reliance. He said the gov-
ernment remains commit-
ted towards encouraging 
innovation, entrepreneur-
ship and market linkages 
for local businesses and 
artisans.

Satish Sharma also 
appreciated the organis-
ers of  Maple and Ivy for 
bringing together local 
and national brands under 
one platform and creat-

ing a vibrant cultural and 
commercial space for the 
people of  Srinagar. He 
noted that such events 
help foster creativity, com-
munity engagement, and 
economic activity while 
offering consumers a 
unique retail and lifestyle 
experience.

Advisor to the Chief  
Minister Nasir Aslam 
Wani also lauded the ini-
tiative and highlighted 
the importance of  creat-
ing more such platforms 
for local entrepreneurs, 
artisans, and startups. He 
said Jammu and Kashmir 
possesses immense cre-
ative and entrepreneurial 
potential which must be 
promoted through col-
laborative efforts between 
government and private 
stakeholders.

The two-day flea market 
is featuring over 60 brands 
from across the country 
and offers curated shop-
ping experiences, gourmet 
food stalls, handcrafted 
products, art and décor 
exhibits, and interactive 
community spaces.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

NEET Paper Leak Fiasco

T
he National Testing Agency’s deci-
sion to conduct a re-examination for 
NEET-UG 2026 on June 21, barely a 
month after cancelling the May 3 
test over paper leak allegations, has 

once again exposed the deep cracks in system 
of high-stakes entrance examinations. While 
the NTA’s move to hold a fresh test is a neces-
sary corrective, it offers comfort to more than 
22 lakh medical aspirants whose academic cal-
endars, mental health, and future plans have 
been thrown into disarray.
The original examination, held on May 3, was 
cancelled on May 12 following mounting alle-
gations that the question paper had been 
leaked. Within nine days, the testing agency 
went from conducting the country’s largest 
medical entrance exam to admitting, implic-
itly, at least, that its safeguards had failed. 
Now, with the re-examination scheduled for 
June 21, students face a gruelling wait of 
nearly seven weeks from the original date. 
For many, this means revising an already-
saturated syllabus, postponing counselling, 
and grappling with the anxiety that their first 
attempt may have been compromised.
The NTA and the Government of India have 
done the right thing by ordering a fresh test. 
But the real question is not about remedy, it 
is about accountability. How did a national 
agency, entrusted with conducting one of the 
most critical entrance exams in the country, 
allow such a breach to happen? Where were 
the robust encryption systems, the secure 
printing presses, the tamper-proof logistics? 
And why do aspirants keep paying the price 
for institutional failure?
This is not an isolated incident. From UGC-NET 
to NEET-PG, allegations of paper leaks have 
become a recurring nightmare. Each time, the 
response is predictable: cancel, re-examine, 
promise stricter measures, and then repeat. The 
pattern suggests a systemic rot, not just isolat-
ed mischief. Until the NTA invests in foolproof 
digital delivery, biometric verification, real-
time monitoring, and severe legal deterrence, 
students will remain hostages to uncertainty.
The June 21 re-examination is a chance for 
the NTA to redeem itself. But redemption will 
not come from conducting another test alone. 
It will come from a credible, independent 
inquiry into the leak, punitive action against 
the guilty, and a complete overhaul of exami-
nation security protocols. Until then, every 
fresh exam date will feel less like a solution 
and more like a reminder of a system that 
keeps failing its youth.

     Development To Dignity

Solving The Unemployment 
Puzzle In Jammu And Kashmir

MOHAMMAD HANIEF

J
ammu and Kashmir today presents 
a complex economic picture, one 
where visible development and per-
sistent unemployment exist side by 
side. Over the past few years, the 

region has witnessed improvements in infra-
structure, better connectivity, and renewed 
policy focus on investment and growth. 
Roads, tourism infrastructure, and admin-
istrative reforms have contributed to a sense 
of  forward movement. Yet, beneath this 
surface of  progress lies a deeper concern 
that continues to trouble households across 
the Union Territory: the lack of  adequate 
employment opportunities, particularly for 
the educated youth.

Unemployment in Jammu and Kashmir 
has gradually evolved from a cyclical issue 
into a structural challenge. The problem is 
no longer confined to the absence of  jobs 
alone; it reflects a deeper imbalance between 
the growing number of  educated individuals 
entering the labour market and the limited 
capacity of  the economy to absorb them. 
This mismatch has created a situation where 
aspirations are rising, but opportunities are 
not expanding at the same pace.

The unemployment rate in the region 
remains higher than the national aver-
age, and while the difference may appear 
moderate in statistical terms, its impact is 
far more pronounced on the ground. The 
burden of  joblessness is felt most strongly 
among young people, many of  whom spend 
years preparing for competitive examina-
tions with the hope of  securing government 
employment. For decades, public sector jobs 
have been considered the most stable and 
desirable form of  employment in Jammu 
and Kashmir, offering not only financial 
security but also social prestige. However, 
the number of  such positions has remained 
limited, and recruitment processes are often 
slow, leaving thousands of  aspirants in pro-
longed uncertainty.

This overwhelming dependence on 
government jobs has shaped the region’s 
employment culture in a significant way. 
Many young graduates, even those with pro-
fessional or technical qualifications, hesi-
tate to explore private sector opportunities, 
often perceiving them as less secure or less 
rewarding. At the same time, the private 
sector itself  has not grown sufficiently to 
offer a viable alternative. The result is a 

cycle of  expectation and disappointment, 
where job seekers remain tied to a narrow 
set of  opportunities while the broader econ-
omy struggles to diversify.

The private sector in Jammu and Kash-
mir continues to operate below its potential. 
Despite policy initiatives aimed at attracting 
investment and promoting entrepreneur-
ship, large-scale industrial development 
has yet to take firm root. Most businesses 
in the region are small or medium enter-
prises, concentrated in areas such as retail, 
hospitality, handicrafts, and local services. 
While these sectors are important for the 
local economy, they do not generate enough 
high-quality jobs to meet the aspirations of  
an increasingly educated workforce.

Several underlying factors contribute 
to the slow expansion of  the private sector. 
Investment, though gradually improving, 
remains cautious, influenced by past uncer-
tainties and the region’s unique economic 
environment. Infrastructure has improved 
significantly in recent years, yet gaps still 
exist in areas such as logistics, industrial 
ecosystems, and large-scale manufactur-
ing facilities. The limited size of  the local 
market also poses challenges for businesses 
looking to expand operations. At the same 
time, there is a noticeable mismatch between 
the skills possessed by job seekers and the 
requirements of  emerging industries, which 
further restricts employment generation.

In this context, the banking sector pres-
ents an interesting contrast. Financial insti-
tutions in Jammu and Kashmir have demon-
strated resilience and stability, adapting to 
technological changes and expanding their 
services across the region. Digital banking, 
mobile applications, and online financial 
services have become increasingly common, 
improving accessibility and efficiency. How-

ever, this transformation has come with its 
own implications for employment.

Modern banking relies heavily on 
technology, automation, and streamlined 
operations. As a result, the sector no longer 
requires large workforces to deliver its ser-
vices. Recruitment has become more selec-
tive, with fewer vacancies and a stronger 
emphasis on specialized skills. For many 
young aspirants who once viewed banking 
as a dependable career path, the opportuni-
ties have narrowed considerably. Even as 
the sector continues to grow in terms of  
financial activity, its capacity to generate 
employment has diminished.

The combination of  a limited private 
sector and a changing banking industry 
has intensified the pressure on the labour 
market. With fewer avenues available, the 
competition for government jobs has become 
even more intense, reinforcing the cycle of  
dependence on public employment. This 
situation has broader social and economic 
implications, as prolonged unemployment 
or underemployment can lead to frustra-
tion, reduced economic participation, and 
migration in search of  better opportunities.

At the same time, it would be inaccurate 
to suggest that there has been no progress. 
The government has introduced a range of  
initiatives aimed at addressing unemploy-
ment through entrepreneurship, skill devel-
opment, and self-employment. Programs 
designed to support startups and small 
businesses are gradually gaining traction, 
encouraging young people to explore alter-
natives beyond traditional employment. 
There is also a growing emphasis on sectors 
such as tourism, information technology, 
handicrafts, and food processing, which hold 
potential for future job creation.

Tourism, in particular, has shown signs 

of  revival, attracting visitors and generating 
seasonal employment. However, its depen-
dence on external conditions and seasonal 
fluctuations limits its ability to provide 
stable, year-round jobs. Similarly, agricul-
ture continues to support a large portion of  
the population, but it offers limited scope for 
absorbing educated youth seeking modern, 
skill-based employment.

What emerges from this landscape is a 
clear indication that the unemployment 
challenge in Jammu and Kashmir cannot 
be addressed through isolated measures. 
It requires a broader transformation of  
the region’s economic structure, one that 
prioritizes diversification, innovation, and 
sustained private sector growth. Encour-
aging investment, improving ease of  doing 
business, and creating an environment con-
ducive to industry will be essential steps in 
this direction. Equally important is the need 
to align education and skill development 
with the demands of  the market, ensuring 
that the workforce is equipped to participate 
in a changing economy.

Changing perceptions around employ-
ment is another critical aspect. Reducing 
the overreliance on government jobs and 
fostering confidence in private sector oppor-
tunities will take time, but it is necessary 
for long-term stability. The role of  financial 
institutions, including banks, can also be 
expanded beyond traditional operations to 
support entrepreneurship and small enter-
prises through accessible credit and advi-
sory services.

As Jammu and Kashmir moves forward 
in 2026, it finds itself  at a crossroads. The 
foundations for economic growth are being 
laid, and there is a visible effort to create 
new opportunities. However, the pace of  
job creation has yet to match the scale of  
demand. Bridging this gap will require 
sustained commitment, coordinated policy 
efforts, and a willingness to adapt to new 
economic realities.

For the youth of  the region, the stakes are 
particularly high. Employment is not just a 
source of  income; it is a pathway to stability, 
dignity, and participation in the broader pro-
cess of  development. Ensuring that this path-
way is accessible and inclusive will be crucial 
in shaping the future of  Jammu and Kashmir.

The challenge, therefore, is not merely 
to create jobs, but to create the right kind of  
jobs—opportunities that are stable, mean-
ingful, and aligned with the aspirations of  
a changing society. Whether the region can 
achieve this balance will determine not only 
its economic trajectory but also its social and 
developmental progress in the years to come.

The author is a senior analyst and environ-
mentalist. Feedback can be sent to m.hanief@

gmail.com. Twitter/X: @haniefmha

Plastic, Pretence, And Piles Of Rot

DR. SATYAVAN SAURABH

T
hese days, cities are 
overflowing with gar-
bage. Rotting heaps 
on the roadsides, foul 
smells permeating the 

streets, filth trapped in drains, 
and animals searching for food 
among them—this scene not only 
reflects the failure of  the sanita-
tion system but also our collective 
social consciousness. Often, when 
sanitation workers go on strike in 
the city, the entire discussion is 
limited to the conflict between the 
administration and the workers. 
But behind this filth lies another 
major issue, one that society con-
veniently maintains silence on—
polyethylene and its associated 
waste management.

Ironically, polythene is banned 
by law. The Municipal Corpora-
tion periodically issues fines, 
raids shops, and runs awareness 
campaigns. Yet, the most common 
items in every garbage dump in 
the city are polythene bags, pack-
aging, and plastic waste. It's natu-
ral to ask: how is this widespread 
when it's banned?' And if  it's so 
prevalent, why is the ban limited 
to paper?

In fact, instead of  understand-
ing the root of  the problem, our 
system has accepted symbolic 
action as the solution. Municipal 
officials occasionally issue chal-
lans to shopkeepers, assuming 
their responsibility is fulfilled. 
Campaigns last for a few days; 
photographs are taken, news is 
published, and then the situation 

returns to normal. Almost every 
item in the market, from milk 
to pulses, snacks to vegetables, 
online delivery to household items, 
is available in some form of  plas-
tic or polythene packaging. This 
means that the same system that 
banned polythene has failed to 
provide alternatives to the market.

The truth is that polythene isn't 
just a shopkeeper's problem. It's a 
result of  our consumerist habits. 
The culture of  convenience has 
accustomed us to such an extent 
that we consider carrying a cloth 
or jute bag a "goddamn habit". Car-
rying a new bag for every small 
item has become the norm. The 
market thrives on this mentality. If  
consumers demand it, there will be 
supply. Therefore, society cannot 
absolve itself  of  its responsibility 
by simply blaming the shopkeeper 
or the corporation.

The most worrying aspect is 
that this very polyethylene has 
now become a death trap for ani-
mals. The city may have been 
declared "animal-free", but the 
reality is that cows, bulls, dogs, 
and other animals are seen wan-
dering every street and garbage 
heap in search of  food. They ingest 
polythene along with rotten food. 
According to veterinarians, kilo-
grams of  polythene have been 
removed from the stomachs of  
many cows during operations. 
This is not just cruelty to animals 
but the height of  our insensitivity.

The irony is that while society 
pays emotional respect to the cow 
by calling it "mother", it abandons 
it to die on garbage heaps. Such a 
stark contrast between religious 
belief  and actual behaviour is 
rarely seen in any other subject. 
Animals are treated with senti-
mentality during festivals and 
events, yet their lives are sustained 
by garbage and plastic in the city 
streets. This is not only a failure 

of  the administration but also a 
moral failure of  society.

The polythene crisis isn't lim-
ited to animals. It has become a 
serious threat to the environment, 
health, and urban life. Plastic 
stuck in drains causes waterlog-
ging during the rainy season. Rot-
ting waste releases toxic gases. 
Burning plastic increases air pol-
lution. Gradually, this microplas-
tic is mixing with soil and water 
and reaching the food chain. Scien-
tists are constantly warning that 
microplastic has now entered the 
human body as well. This means 
that the polythene, which we con-
sider a convenience, could become 
a health crisis in the future.

The other side of  the problem 
is the failure of  waste manage-
ment. In our cities, even today, 
waste from most households 
ends up directly on the streets or 
in dumping sites without proper 
segregation. Separating wet and 
dry waste has been advocated 
for years, but in practice, this 
practice is virtually nonexistent. 
Unless waste is segregated at the 
household level, recycling cannot 
be effective. Municipal corpora-
tions consider mere garbage col-

lection to be cleanliness, whereas 
true cleanliness implies scientific 
waste disposal.

It's also worth noting that while 
cities frequently announce bans 
on single-use plastic, industries 
and large brands remain largely 
unaccounted for. Most products 
sold in the market come in plas-
tic packaging. If  we truly want 
to eliminate polythene, cracking 
down on small shopkeepers alone 
won't be enough. Large companies 
must also be forced to adopt alter-
native packaging. Unless changes 
occur at the production level, both 
consumers and shopkeepers will 
be left without a choice.

Additionally, the administra-
tion must realign its priorities. 
Cleanliness can't simply be a photo 
campaign. The city's sanitation 
system must be sustainable and 
technically robust. Solid systems 
for door-to-door collection, waste 
segregation, recycling units, com-
posting organic waste, and safe dis-
posal of  plastic waste are essential. 
Imposing fines alone won't solve 
the problem. Unless the system 
provides practical alternatives, 
restrictions will fail.

The role of  education and 

public awareness is also crucial. 
Schools, colleges, and social organ-
isations must focus on behaviour 
change rather than simply run-
ning formal campaigns. If  children 
are taught from an early age to use 
cloth bags, reuse materials, and 
protect the environment, the next 
generation can mitigate this crisis. 
Society must foster an understand-
ing that cleanliness is not just the 
responsibility of  sanitation work-
ers but of  every citizen.

The need today isn't just to rid 
the city of  garbage but to change 
mindsets. No city can be truly 
clean if  citizens continue to throw 
garbage on the streets, markets 
continue to sell plastic, the admin-
istration continues to take superfi-
cial action, and society continues 
to allow animals to forage in the 
garbage.

We must acknowledge that gar-
bage isn't just filth; it's the result 
of  our habits. Polythene isn't just 
a bag; it's an environmental crisis 
created in the name of  conve-
nience. And animals rummaging 
through garbage aren't just stray 
animals but the silent questions 
of  an insensitive society that, amid 
claims of  development, has forgot-
ten its basic responsibilities.

If  we don't wake up now, cities 
will become not just concrete 
jungles but heaps of  plastic and 
garbage, where both humans and 
animals will be deprived of  their 
right to a clean life. The dream 
of  a clean city won't be achieved 
simply by government slogans. It 
requires a confluence of  adminis-
trative will, social responsibility, 
and personal discipline. Only then 
will cities be truly clean, animals 
safe, and the environment protect-
ed for the future.

(Dr. Satyawan Saurabh, PhD 
(Political Science), is a poet and 

social thinker.)
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Thyroid Cancer: Why This Small Gland Deserves Attention

DR. ROHIT NAYYAR

I
t’s easy to overlook your thyroid, 
after all it’s a small, butterfly-
shaped gland sitting quietly 
at the base of  your neck. But 
despite its size, the thyroid 

plays a powerful role in controlling 
your metabolism, heart rate, body 
temperature, and energy levels. And 
when something goes wrong, such as 
thyroid cancer, it deserves attention.

Understanding Thyroid Cancer
Thyroid cancer occurs when cells 

in the thyroid gland begin to grow 
abnormally. In many cases, it devel-
ops slowly and may not cause obvi-
ous symptoms at first. In fact, some 
people discover it during a routine 
health screening or imaging test for 
another condition.

Thyroid cancer occurs in different 
forms. Among them, papillary thyroid 
cancer is the most frequently diag-
nosed type and generally responds 
very well to treatment. Other types 
include follicular, medullary, and the 
rarer anaplastic thyroid cancer.

While anyone can develop thyroid 
cancer, it is more common in women 
than men and is most commonly found 
in individuals between 30 and 60 years 
of  age. A family history of  thyroid dis-
ease, exposure to radiation (especially 
during childhood), and certain genetic 
conditions can increase risk.

Signs You Shouldn’t Dismiss
One of  the most common warning 

signs is a painless lump or swelling in 
the neck. Other possible symptoms 
include:
•	 Persistent hoarseness or voice 

changes
•	 Difficulty swallowing
•	 Swollen lymph nodes
•	 Neck pain
•	 A chronic cough not related to a 

cold
However, many thyroid nodules 

(lumps) are benign, meaning they 
are not cancerous. That’s why proper 
medical evaluation is essential rather 
than self-diagnosis or panic.

The Importance of Early Detection
Early detection makes a significant 

difference. When caught in its early 
stages, thyroid cancer has one of  the 
highest survival rates among can-
cers. In many cases, treatment can be 
straightforward and highly effective.

Doctors usually use ultrasound 
imaging and, if  needed, a fine needle 
biopsy to determine whether a thyroid 
nodule is cancerous. These procedures 

are generally quick and minimally 
invasive.

Routine health check-ups, especial-
ly if  you notice changes in your neck 
or voice, can lead to earlier diagnosis 
and better outcomes.

Treatment Options and What to 
Expect

Treatment depends on the type and 
stage of  thyroid cancer, but it often 
involves surgical removal of  part or 
all of  the thyroid gland. In some cases, 
radioactive iodine therapy may be used 
to eliminate remaining cancer cells.

After surgery, many patients take 
daily thyroid hormone medication 
to replace the hormones their body 
can no longer produce naturally. For 
most people, this becomes a manage-
able part of  their routine, much like 
taking medication for blood pressure 
or cholesterol.

Follow-up care is important. Regu-
lar monitoring ensures that any recur-
rence is detected early and that hor-
mone levels remain balanced.

Living Well After Diagnosis
A diagnosis of  cancer can be chal-

lenging. But thyroid cancer is often 
described as one of  the “most treat-
able” cancers, particularly when iden-
tified early. Many patients continue to 
live full, active lives after treatment.

Open communication with your 
healthcare provider, understanding 
your treatment plan, and attending 
follow-up appointments are key steps 
in maintaining long-term health.

Don’t Ignore the Signals
Because thyroid cancer can be 

subtle in its early stages, awareness 
matters. Pay attention to changes in 
your neck, your voice, or your overall 
health. If  something feels unusual, 

seek medical advice.
Your thyroid may be small, but 

taking care of  it can make a big differ-
ence to your overall well-being. When 
it comes to thyroid health, staying 
informed and proactive is one of  the 
best decisions you can make.

Author is Vice Chairman Surgical 
Oncology, Max Super Speciality Hos-

pital, Saket, Delhi

Beyond The Cancellation

The Silent Breakdown of Lakhs of Medical Dreams
MOHAMMAD NADEEM PARRAY

T
he announcement regard-
ing the cancellation and re-
conduct of  NEET (UG) 2026 
has not only created con-
fusion across the country, 

but has deeply affected the emotional 
condition of  lakhs of  students. Ever 
since the news came out, one painful 
question has been repeatedly heard 
in homes, hostels, coaching centres, 
and among exhausted students: “Kya 
re-exam ek baar phir fair ho sakta hai? 
Iski kya guarantee hai?”

This is not just a question. It is fear. 
It is frustration. It is the voice of  stu-

dents whose trust has been shaken. 
For many people, NEET may simply 
look like an entrance examination. 
But for students, it is much more 
than that. It is years of  sacrifice. It is 
unfinished sleep, missed celebrations, 
emotional breakdowns, and endless 
pressure hidden behind silent smiles.

Thousands of  students spent two 
or three years preparing only for 
this examination. Some students left 
social media completely. Some stopped 
attending family functions. Some 
stayed away from relatives because 
every conversation turned into one 

question:
“NEET ki tayari kaisi chal rahi 

hai?” And every time they heard that 
question, the pressure on their hearts 
became heavier. Students studied 
while fighting anxiety. Some prepared 
while facing financial problems. Some 
continued despite illness, loneliness, 
and emotional exhaustion. Yet they 
never stopped because they believed 
one thing: “Agar mehnat sachchi ho, 
toh system insaaf  karega.” “If  the 
hard work is genuine, the system will 
be fair.”

On 3 May 2026, lakhs of  students 
entered examination halls carrying 
dreams bigger than themselves. Par-
ents prayed outside centres. Teachers 
waited anxiously. Families hoped that 
maybe this exam would finally change 
their future.

And after the paper, many students 
finally felt relief. Some came home 
smiling after months. Some students 
cried tears of  happiness because they 
believed they had done well. Parents 
proudly called relatives. Coaching 
teachers congratulated students. For a 
small moment, life felt hopeful again.

The announcement of  cancellation 
and re-conduct hit students emotion-
ally like a storm. Suddenly, the happi-

ness disappeared. Confidence turned 
into confusion. Relief  turned into 
stress once again.

Now students are not only prepar-
ing for another exam — they are fight-
ing emotional exhaustion. The biggest 
pain today is not just the re-exam 
itself. The real pain is uncertainty. 
Students are asking: What if  unfair 
practices happen again?

What if  another controversy 
appears? What if  the system again 
fails sincere students? What guaran-
tee exists that this re-exam will truly 
be fair? And honestly, these fears are 
understandable.

A student who studied honestly 
already feels emotionally hurt seeing 
uncertainty around an exam that 
decides careers and futures. Many 
hardworking students now feel 
trapped between hope and fear. They 
want to trust the system, but their 
hearts are scared.

Some students are unable to con-
centrate anymore. Some open books 
but cannot focus. Some feel men-
tally drained because they already 
gave everything once. People often 
say, “Just prepare again.” But only 
a NEET aspirant understands what 
“again” truly means. Again means 

sleepless nights. Again means pres-
sure. Again means sacrificing peace of  
mind. Again means pretending to stay 
strong while silently breaking inside.

Many students will never openly 
talk about their emotional struggles 
because society has taught them to 
hide pain behind hard work. But the 
truth is that repeated uncertainty 
damages confidence deeply. A student 
can fight a difficult paper. A student 
can fight competition. But continuous-
ly fighting uncertainty becomes emo-
tionally exhausting. At this moment, 
students need more than instructions. 
They need reassurance. They need 
transparency. They need to feel that 
their hard work matters and that fair-
ness is not just a promise written in 
notifications.

Authorities must understand that 
behind every application number is a 
human being with emotions, respon-
sibilities, and dreams. A medical aspi-
rant is not a machine designed only 
to study. These students carry expec-
tations from parents, teachers, and 
society every single day.

Some families spend their life 
savings on coaching. Some parents 
work overtime to support prepara-
tion. Some students study in silence 

because they want to lift their families 
out of  hardship.

When uncertainty enters such 
an important examination, it does 
not only affect results — it affects 
mental peace across entire families. 
Yet despite all this pain, one beautiful 
thing still survives inside students: 
Even after disappointment, students 
continue opening books again. Even 
after emotional breakdowns, they 
continue solving questions. Even 
after losing trust, they continue chas-
ing dreams.

To every sincere NEET aspirant, 
remember this: Your hard work has 
not become meaningless. No cancel-
lation can erase the knowledge you 
gained. No controversy can destroy 
your capability. No uncertainty can 
take away your dedication. Yes, the 
situation feels unfair. Yes, emotions 
are heavy. Yes, the future feels uncer-
tain. But your effort still carries value.

Life sometimes tests patience before 
rewarding success. Many successful 
doctors once faced failures, delays, 
and hardships nobody knows about 
today. What made them different was 
not luck alone — it was the courage 
to continue when situations became 
emotionally difficult. This phase may 
temporarily shake your confidence, 
but it should not destroy your belief  
in yourself.

And regarding the question: “Kya 
guarantee hai ki re-exam fair hoga?” Per-
haps no human can give a perfect guaran-
tee about life. But students deserve every 
possible effort toward transparency, 
security, and fairness. They deserve an 
examination system that protects honest 
aspirants and restores trust.

At the same time, students must 
protect something even more impor-
tant,  Their mental strength. Take 
breaks when needed. Talk to people 
who genuinely support you. Do not 
carry emotional pressure alone. And 
never think that one uncertain phase 
can define your entire future.

One day, this difficult chapter 
will pass. One day, students who are 
crying today may proudly wear white 
coats and heal others with the same 
hands that once trembled while hold-
ing NEET books. And perhaps, when 
they look back, they will remember 
not only the exam — but the strength 
they discovered within themselves 
during the hardest time of  their lives. 
Until then, hold on……Because sin-
cere dreams deserve justice. And hard-
working hearts deserve peace.

(The author is a Chemistry educa-
tor and an Educational Columnist)

Thyroid 
cancer 
occurs in 

different forms. 
Among them, 
papillary thy-
roid cancer is the 
most frequently 
diagnosed type 
and generally 
responds very 
well to treat-
ment. Other 
types include 
follicular, med-
ullary, and the 
rarer anaplastic 
thyroid cancer.

Thousands of  
students spent 
two or three 

years preparing only 
for this examination. 
Some students left 
social media com-
pletely. Some stopped 
attending family 
functions. Some 
stayed away from rel-
atives because every 
conversation turned 
into one question:

“NEET ki tayari 
kaisi chal rahi 
hai?” And every 

time they heard that 
question, the pres-
sure on their hearts 
became heavier. Stu-
dents studied while 
fighting anxiety. 
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NEWS
      Self-Enumeration Begins From May 17

Baramulla Fully Prepared for 
India’s First Digital Census 2027

NEET-UG 2026 re-exam to 

be held on June 21: NTA

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Principal Census 
Officer (Deputy Commissioner), 
Baramulla S.F Hamid Friday 
addressed a press conference 
regarding the preparations for 
Census 2027 and informed that 
the district is fully prepared for 
the successful conduct of  India’s 
first fully digital Census.

Addressing media persons, the 
Principal Census Officer stated that 
Census is the foundation of evidence-
based planning, governance, and 
welfare delivery, playing a vital role 
in shaping future development poli-
cies and public services.

He informed that Census 2027 
will be conducted through the 
Census Management and Moni-
toring System (CMMS) using 
mobile-based digital enumeration 
supported by GIS mapping and 
advanced monitoring systems.

As part of  the Houselisting 
and Housing Census phase, Digi-
tal Self-Enumeration for resi-
dents of  Baramulla will remain 
open from 17 May 2026 to 31 May 
2026 through the official portal 
se.census.gov.in. Citizens can vol-
untarily submit their household 
information online using mobile 
phones, tablets, or computers.

Thereafter, House-to-House 

Survey operations will be con-
ducted from 1 June to 30 June 2026 
by trained Census Enumerators. 
The Population Enumeration 
phase will follow subsequently 
in a staggered manner across 
Jammu & Kashmir, including 
snow-bound areas.

The Principal Census Officer 
further informed that Baramulla 
district has finalized 25 Census 
Charges, including 18 Rural and 
7 Urban Charges, besides 122 
Special Charges for institutions 
and special establishments. A 
dedicated workforce of  2,367 per-
sonnel, including Enumerators, 
Supervisors, and Trainers, has 

been trained for the exercise.
Emphasizing transparency 

and public trust, he stated that 
all Census officials will carry QR-
coded identity cards and clarified 
that Census personnel will never 
ask for OTPs, bank details, pass-
words, or financial information.

Appealing for public participa-
tion, the Principal Census Officer 
urged citizens, media organiza-
tions, educational institutions, 
civil society members, and com-
munity leaders to actively partici-
pate in Census 2027 and ensure 
that every household and every 
individual in Baramulla is count-
ed accurately and inclusively.

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: The 
Nat ional  Test ing 
Agency (NTA) on Friday 
announced that the re-
examination for NEET-
UG 2026 will be conduct-
ed on June 21, days after 
the medical entrance 
test held on May 3 was 
cancelled over alleged 
paper leak allegations.

In a post on X, the 
National Testing Agency 
said the decision to hold 
the examination again 
was taken with the 
approval of  the Govern-
ment of  India.

“National Testing 
Agency has decided to 
conduct the re-exam-

ination of  NEET (UG) 
2026 on Sunday, 21 June 
2026,” the agency said.

The cancellation of  
the May 3 examination 
was announced on May 
12 following allegations 
of  a paper leak, trigger-
ing uncertainty among 
more than 22 lakh medi-
cal aspirants across the 
country.

The agency advised 
candidates and par-
ents to rely only on 
official communication 
channels for authen-
tic updates related to 
the examination, admit 
cards and admission-
related procedures.

Candidates can also 
contact the NTA through 
its official email and 
helpline numbers for 
examination-related 
queries, the agency said.

NEET-UG is the 
country’s largest medi-
cal entrance examina-
tion for admission to 
undergraduate medical 
courses in government 
and private institutions 
across India.(KNS). 

Petrol, Diesel
fuel prices, Parliamentary Affairs 

Minister Kiren Rijiju said that as the 
world battled rising fuel costs after the 
West Asia conflict, India stood apart.

In a social media post, the Minister 
said that while several countries wit-
nessed petrol and diesel hikes ranging 
from 20 percent to nearly 100 percent, 
India limited the increase to just plus 
3.2 percent for petrol and plus 3.4 per-
cent for diesel.

He said, even as brent crude crossed 
100 dollars per barrel and global mar-
kets turned volatile, country’s public 
sector oil companies absorbed huge 
losses for weeks to protect citizens 
from inflation and economic pressure.

Rijiju added that under the leader-
ship of  Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
India continues to balance economic 
stability with public welfare.

India Can Play 'Greater
BRICS conclave, said there can't be 

any solution other than a negotiated 
settlement on the West Asia crisis.

"We will welcome any constructive 
role by India," he said.

On negotiations with the US, he said 
these are "suffering from trust".

"Iran has every reason not to trust US 
while Americans have every reason to 
trust us," he said.

According to Araghchi, mediation by 
Pakistan has not failed yet.

He also asserted Iran has never 
wanted nuclear weapons. (PTI)

‘Op Sindoor’ Demonstrated
and cautioned against delays in 

defence research and development.
“It is better to have 85 to 90 per cent 

capability in time than wait for 100 per 
cent capability after it loses relevance,” 
he said.

The seminar was co-hosted by the 
Centre for Aerospace Power and Stra-
tegic Studies and Indian Military 
Review—(KNO)

J&K Sets Ball Rolling
must be a woman. The JJBs deal with 

cases involving children in conflict 
with law.

Each Child Welfare Committee con-
sists of  a chairperson and four mem-
bers, with at least one woman and 
another expert in child-related matters.

CWCs are meant for children in need 
of  care and protection (CNCP), ensur-
ing their safety, rehabilitation, and 
reintegration into society—(KNO)

BJP Protests Liquor
strength, and the protesters were dis-

persed peacefully after being halted 
near Gupkar Road.

Slogans such as “Sharab noshi band 
karo” (Stop liquor sale) and “Omar 
Sarkar hi hi”(Down with Omar govern-
ment) were raised during the march, 
with demonstrators accusing the 
administration of  promoting alcohol 
consumption in the region.

BJP spokesperson Altaf  Thakur told 
reporters at Gupkar that the party in 
Kashmir is against all kinds of  intoxi-
cants. “The National Conference gov-
ernment wants to drown the local youth 
in liquor,” Thakur alleged. He warned 
that if  the government does not act, 
the BJP will continue its protests. “The 
BJP will lock down liquor stores. This 
is a warning,” he said.

BJP leader Manzoor Bhat also threat-
ened that the party may launch a 
hunger strike if  its demand is ignored, 
blaming rising addiction among youth 
on the availability of  alcohol.

Meanwhile, the Jammu and Kashmir 
National Conference (JKNC), in a post 
on social media platform X (formerly 
Twitter), defended its position while 
questioning previous policy decisions. 
“We fully respect the sentiments of  
these 20 BJP workers. But one must 
ask: which government was in power 

in J&K when the 2017 Excise Policy 
made Municipal Wards and Tehsils the 
basis for identifying unreserved areas? 
And which government was in office in 
2022 when liquor sales were permitted 
in grocery shops?” the NC statement 
read—(KNO)

Unemployed 'Youngsters
those who were wearing black robes 

as there were serious doubts over the 
genuineness of  their degrees.

It said the Bar Council of  India would 
never do anything on this issue as they 
"need their votes".

The petitioner apologised to the 
bench and sought permission to with-
draw the petition. The bench allowed 
the withdrawal of  the petition.(PTI)

CS Steers Stakeholder 
MSME Performance (RAMP) 
for Industry, Mission YUVA for 
entrepreneurship promotion and 
the Homestay initiative for Tourism, 
besides several Government of  India 
schemes aimed at supporting these 
sectors.

He emphasized that the present 
need is to create a single integrated 
ecosystem that takes into account the 
strengths and challenges of  all sec-
tors and works in a convergence mode 
to support economic verticals such as 
Tourism, Agriculture, Industry and 
Handicrafts in a coordinated manner.

The Chief  Secretary further pro-
posed that the existing Mission YUVA 
framework, including the Small Busi-
ness Development Units (SBDUs) 
functioning at the district level, along 
with the MSME Health Clinic estab-
lished under the RAMP programme, 
could be reoriented and leveraged to 
provide easier access to credit, expert 
advisory services, capacity building 
and sustained handholding support 
to aspiring entrepreneurs and enter-
prises across sectors.

He observed that all these sectors 
fundamentally operate as economic 
enterprises with the common objec-
tive of  achieving growth and profit-
ability, and therefore require a uni-
fied institutional mechanism capable 
of  continuously assessing their health 
and extending timely support for their 
expansion and sustainability.

Stressing the importance of  finan-
cial inclusion and institutional sup-
port, the Chief  Secretary called 
for optimum utilization of  various 
Government of  India schemes and 
frameworks including the New Credit 
Linked Guarantee Scheme, Agricul-
ture Infrastructure Fund, local Indus-
trial Policy initiatives, RBI-sponsored 
Unified Lending Interface (ULI) and 
the Trade Receivables Discounting 
System (TReDS). He said these initia-
tives could significantly strengthen 
support systems for farmers, trad-
ers, artisans, industrial unit holders, 
hoteliers, homestay operators, self-
help groups and other farm and non-
farm enterprises across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

To carry the initiative forward in a 
structured manner, the Chief  Secre-
tary directed constitution of  a core 
team of  relevant stakeholders to be 
headed by the Additional Chief  Secre-
tary, Public Works Department, with 
representation from the Employment 
Department, RBI, J&K Bank, IIM 
Jammu and BISAG-N for steering the 
proposed framework towards achiev-
ing the desired objectives.

He stressed the need for initiating 
the process without delay and resolv-
ing bottlenecks progressively through 
collective efforts and institutional 
coordination. He also noted that a 
separate committee headed by the 
Additional Chief  Secretary, Finance 
is currently working on framing the 
new Industrial Policy for Jammu and 
Kashmir, adding that the proposed 
integrated framework would comple-
ment these efforts and help economic 
sectors flourish in accordance with 
the aspirations of  local entrepreneurs 
and business communities.

Other stakeholders participating in 
the meeting also shared their sugges-
tions and expressed confidence that 
the proposed strategy, with coordinat-
ed efforts from all concerned depart-
ments and institutions, has the poten-
tial to emerge as a transformative 
initiative for the economy of  Jammu 
and Kashmir on its successful imple-
mentation on ground—(KNO)

BRICS Condemns
finalisation and adoption of  the 

Comprehensive Convention on Inter-
national Terrorism within the United 
Nations framework and sought con-
certed action against all UN-designat-
ed terrorists and terror entities.

The statement said,  “The member 
countries failed to arrive at a con-
sensus on the Middle East situation, 
preventing the issuance of  a joint dec-
laration.”

“There were differing views among 
some members as regard to the situ-
ation in the West Asia/Middle East 
region. BRICS members expressed 
their respective national positions 
and shared a range of  perspectives,” 
it said.

On the situation in West Asia, the 
ministers expressed concern over the 
humanitarian crisis and condemned 
violations of  international humani-
tarian law, including attacks on civil-
ians and civilian infrastructure and 
obstruction of  humanitarian aid.

The statement said members high-
lighted the need for dialogue and 
diplomacy, respect for sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, protection of  
civilian lives and ensuring safe mari-
time commerce through international 
waterways.

The ministers also called for an 
immediate, permanent and uncondi-
tional ceasefire in Gaza and urged 
unhindered humanitarian assistance 
to civilians.

The BRICS grouping currently com-
prises Brazil, Russia, India, China, 
South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, 
United Arab Emirates and Indone-
sia—(KNO)

NC Resorting To Lies
parties (9 out of  24). If  the principle of  

proportionate representation is applied 
to the J&K Assembly, three committee 
chairs should go to the BJP, five to the 
ruling parties, and one to independents 
if  they are treated as a bloc, or to anoth-
er opposition party,” he said.

He said the Speaker has allotted 
chairmanships of  89% of  committees of  
the J&K Assembly to the ruling party 
and its allies in complete disregard of  
the representation of  parties in the 
House.

He said the Speaker should go through 
the process of  appointment of  heads of  
such committees in Parliament.

“The chair of  the Public Accounts 
Committee is always held by the oppo-
sition party and it has also been done 
in J&K, but the opposition has been 
ignored while appointing heads of  six 
non-financial committees,” he said. He 
said the Committee on Government 
Assurances is also currently helmed by 
the opposition in Parliament—(KNO)

Textiles Export Push
and Commerce attended the consul-

tative session and interacted exten-
sively with participating stakehold-
ers. He held detailed deliberations 
on issues concerning export pro-
motion, market access, value chain 
strengthening and opportunities for 
enhancing Jammu & Kashmir’s pres-
ence in global textile markets. During 
the interaction, he highlighted the 
immense potential of  the region’s 
handicrafts and handloom sector and 
emphasized focused interventions in 
branding, quality enhancement and 
export competitiveness.

The two-day programme was struc-
tured around focused policy consulta-
tions under export planning frame-

works. Day-1 featured discussions 
under the District Export Action Plan 
(DEAP) framework with emphasis on 
identifying district-specific export 
strengths and sectoral opportunities. 
Day-2 focused on the State/UT Export 
Action Plan (SEAP) through wider 
consultations on policy interventions 
and export-oriented growth strategies 
for the textile sector.

During the deliberations, it was 
highlighted that the Ministry of  Tex-
tiles has designated Budgam and 
Baramulla as Aspirational Districts, 
while Srinagar has been identified 
as a Champion District, recognizing 
the significant textile and handicraft 
potential of  these districts and paving 
the way for focused interventions, 
infrastructure support and export 
promotion initiatives.

Participants held detailed dis-
cussions on major themes includ-
ing export competitiveness, Foreign 
Trade Policy 2023, District Export 
Hub initiatives, Free Trade Agree-
ments, sustainability and ESG frame-
works, cluster development models 
and strengthening linkages between 
artisans, producers and international 
markets.

Officials informed that recommen-
dations emerging from the consulta-
tions would feed into the National 
Consultative Summit scheduled in 
June 2026, where inputs from States 
and Union Territories shall contrib-
ute towards formulation of  a compre-
hensive national strategy and road-
map for achieving the target of  USD 
100 Billion textile exports by 2030.

The workshop is expected to pro-
vide a significant impetus to Jammu 
& Kashmir’s export ecosystem and 
further strengthen efforts towards 
integrating the region’s globally 
renowned handicrafts and textile 
products into international value 
chains.
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 GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
PWD(R&B) DIVISION ANANTNAG

Email: xen-pwdrnbanantnag@jk.gov.in Phone and Fax: 01932-222221

CORRIGENDUM
Subject:	 Sound	Proofing	of	Meeting	Hall	at	Dak	Banglow	Khanabal
Ref:	 1.	NIT	NO	14	OF	R&B/Anantnag/2026-27	/E-TENDERING/	1516,	DATED	13-05-2026
	 2.	 Superintending	 Engineer	 PWD(R&B)	 Circle	 Anantnag’s	 Letter	 No.	 SEA	 1618-19,	

Dated	14.05.2026
Kindly	read	Updations/Amendments	made	in	above	referred	NIT/SBD	as	under:

Please Read Name of 
Work ( To be read as) Instead of

Upgradation/ 
Renovation of Dak 

Bungalow Anantnag 
under NFB (UT Capex)

Sound Proofing of 
Meeting Hall at Dak 
Banglow Khanabal

Further	the	condition	at	Para	18.1	(Part-c)	of	the	above	referred	NIT	regarding	Past	Performance	(Ex-
perience	of	Similar	nature	of	Work)	is	hereby	Omitted.	
All	other	terms	and	conditions	shall	remain	unchanged.	

No.	1589-94	 Executive	Engineer,
Dated:			15.05.2026			 		R&B	Division	Anantnag

DIPK-1330-26
DT: 15/05/2026

Government of Jammu and Kashmir,

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
OFFICER, ICDS PROJECT LAR.

ADDRESS:   MAIN MARKET LAR GANDERBAL 
E. mail:   cdpolargbl@gmail.com

SELECTION NOTICE
In pursuance of Advertisement Notice No. 21 CDPO Lar of 2025, Dated. 31-10-2025, and Notice No. 02 CDPO Lar of 2026 Dated 29-
01-2026 in respect of Poshan (ICDS) Project Lar the Final  selection list of candidates who have applied for the post of Sahiyakas(AWHs)
is hereby published for the information of all concerned/general public. 

S.NO. Form 
Receipt No.

Name of the 
Panchayat Halqa

Name of the 
AWC

Name of 
Candidate Parentage DOB Marital 

Status
Qualifi-
cation

Marks 
obtained 

in 10th

Final 
Merit Remarks

1 0003 Benhama Mal Pora 
Benhama

Shamshada 
Bano

W/o Mohd Saleem 
Shah 01-04-1991 Married 10th 231/500 46.2%

2  0001 Chountwaliwar A Chanthan B Rubeena 
Bano

W/o Ashraf Ali 
Mughal 01-10-1990 Married 10th 247/500 49.4%

 Sd/=
DIPK-1331-26� Child�Development�Project�Officer,
DT: 15/05/2026 Poshan Lar.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I want to change 
my name in my 
R.C  bearing No: 
JK164483 FAYAZ 
AHMAD S/O FAROOQ 
AHMAD TO  FAYAZ 
AHMAD GANIE S/O 
FAROOQ AHMAD 
GANIE (as per aadhar 
card).
If anybody having 
any objection in this 
regard he/ she may 
file the same before 
t h e  c o n c e r n e d 
authority within a 
period of seven days 
from the date of 
publication of this 
notice after that no 
objection shall be 
entertained.
NAME: FAYAZ AHMAD  GANIE 
S/O FAROOQ AHMAD  GANIE 

R/O  TANG PORA  
GANDERBAL

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER GANDERBAL  

NOTICE  
Whereas, an application for Re-registration/Transfer of Ownership has 
been   received from Mr. GYANENDRA AGRAWAL S/o KHAN CHAND 
Resident of: H NO-FCA-251 BLOCK-C S.G.M NAGAR FARIDABAD HR 
121001 in Respect of LMV MOTOR CAR Bearing Reg No. HR51BP2298 
Chassis No MAJAXXMRKAHM32124 Engine No. HM32124 In favour 
of: SUHAIL TARIQ S/O TARIQ AHMAD SHEIKH Resident of: ARAMPORA 
GANDERBAL JK - 191201 (Transferee).  
Now, therefore, it is notified for the information of the general 
public that the   representation/objection, if any in connection 
with proposed Re-registration/Transfer   will be received within 07 
days from the date of publication of this notice to the address of 
undersigned.   No, representation/objection shall be considered 
unless it is made in written and shall   be submitted within the 
aforesaid period.  
No. JK/ARTOG/ Authorized Signatory  
 Assistant Regional Transport officer  
 Ganderbal  

Secy RDD calls for strict 
enforcement of SC directions 
on SWM Rules, 2026

Director Finance SKUAST-K visits 

KVK Bandipora-1
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Direc-
tor Finance/Comptroller, 
Sher-e-Kashmir University 
of  Agricultural Sciences 
and Technology Kash-
mir (SKUAST-K), Haroon 
Ahmad Bhat visited KVK 
Bandipora-1 to review the 
functioning and develop-
mental activities of  the 
institution.

During the visit, Dr. 
Tariq Sultan briefed the 
Director Finance regard-
ing the ongoing activities, 
institutional achievements, 
infrastructural facilities, 
and future development 
plans of  the KVK.

The Director Finance 
inspected various sections 
of  the Kendra and reviewed 
the overall functioning of  
the institution. He appreci-
ated the efforts of  the KVK 
administration and scien-
tific staff  in ensuring the 
effective implementation 
of  university programmes 
and institutional activities 
at the district level.

Dr. Tahir Saleem 
and other officers pres-
ent during the visit also 
apprised the Director 
Finance about various 
technical and administra-
tive initiatives being under-
taken by the KVK.

Discussions were held 
on strengthening insti-
tutional infrastructure, 
improving administrative 
coordination, and enhanc-
ing the operational effi-
ciency of  the centre.

During the interac-
tion, the Director Finance 

emphasized the impor-
tance of  institutional 
accountability, effective 
resource management, 
and coordinated efforts 
for the continued growth 
and development of  KVK 
Bandipora-1. He reiterated 
the commitment of  Sher-
e-Kashmir University of  
Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology of  Kashmir 
towards strengthening its 
extension and outreach 
institutions across the 
region.

The Director Finance 

also stressed the need for 
maintaining high stan-
dards of  institutional per-
formance, timely execution 
of  developmental activi-
ties, and optimum utiliza-
tion of  available resources 
for achieving the objectives 
of  the university. He appre-
ciated the dedicated servic-
es rendered by the officers 
and staff  of  the KVK in 
ensuring smooth function-
ing of  the institution.

The visiting officers 
held detailed delibera-
tions on future strate-
gies for institutional 
strengthening, infrastruc-
tural improvement, and 
enhancing coordination 
among different units of  
the university for effi-
cient implementation of  
academic and extension-
related programmes.

The visit concluded with 
a review meeting wherein 
various administrative and 
developmental matters 
concerning the functioning 
of  KVK Bandipora-1 were 
discussed in detail.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Secretary, Rural 
Development Department 
(RDD) and Panchayati Raj, 
Mohammad Aijaz Asad, 
Friday chaired a high-
level review meeting to 
assess implementation of  
the Solid Waste Manage-
ment (SWM) Rules, 2026 
and directed all districts 
and field officers to ensure 
strict and time-bound 
compliance with Supreme 
Court directions on solid 
waste management.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Director General 
Rural Sanitation Anoo Mal-
hotra, Director Finance 
Umar Khan, Superintend-
ing Engineers REW, Deputy 
Directors Rural Sanitation, 
Assistant Commissioners 
Panchayat and other con-
cerned officers.

The Secretary empha-
sized that the Supreme 
Court, through its various 
orders especially dated 
February 19, April 29 and 
May 5, 2026, has issued 
comprehensive directions 
to States, UTs, District 
Collectors and Pollution 
Control Boards for effec-

tive implementation of  the 
SWM Rules, 2026.

He directed all districts 
to submit comprehensive 
plans for door-to-door 
waste collection across 
rural areas and submit the 
same within given time-
lines for strengthening 
waste collection systems.

Aijaz Asad stressed con-
stitution of  Village and 
Block Sanitation Commit-
tees under overall supervi-
sion of  District Sanitation 
Committees (headed by 
DCs), wherever pending to 
improve coordination, mon-
itoring and implementation 
of  sanitation initiatives.

He also directed wide 
dissemination of  the SWM 
Rules, 2026, including trans-
lation into regional languag-
es, and called for awareness 
workshops at UT, district 

and block/panchayat levels 
to educate communities on 
scientific waste manage-
ment practices.

The Secretary informed 
that UT-level action plans 
had already been submit-
ted in compliance with ear-
lier Supreme Court direc-
tions and stressed that 
the focus must now shift 
to effective ground imple-
mentation and submission 
of  compliance reports as 
per indicated timelines.

He reiterated mandato-
ry four-stream waste segre-
gation — wet, dry, sanitary 
and special care waste — 
across all rural local bodies 
without exception.

Aijaz Asad further 
directed districts to iden-
tify and register all Bulk 
Waste Generators (BWGs), 
operationalise Special 

Cells under Deputy Com-
missioners for close moni-
toring of  SWM implemen-
tation, and ensure scientif-
ic management of  legacy 
dumpsites through biomin-
ing and bioremediation.

He stressed effective use 
of  the mWater portal for 
monitoring sanitation assets 
and directed that all assets 
be made fully functional 
within stipulated timelines. 
He also warned against open 
burning of  waste, stating 
that zero-tolerance enforce-
ment would be adopted.

During the meeting, 
Director General Rural 
Sanitation presented a 
detailed overview of  the 
SWM Rules, 2026, including 
roles and responsibilities 
of  departments, Panchaya-
ti Raj Institutions and 
implementing agencies.

Government Orders posting 
of 14 DYSSOs, 2 ADs

Council of Ministers approves 
₹93 crore power infrastructure 
projects for Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Coun-
cil of  Ministers, chaired 
by Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah, Friday approved 
the augmentation of  the 
Grid Sub Station at Zaina-
kote from 450 MVA to 780 
MVA at an estimated cost 
of  ₹67.66 crore.

The Council also 
approved the upgradation 
of  the 132 KV Pampore-
Rawalpora and Rawalpora-
Bemina transmission lines 
at a cost of  ₹25.47 crore.

The approvals were 
accorded during the 6th 
meeting of  the Council of  
Ministers.

The projects are aimed 
at significantly strength-
ening the power infra-
structure in Srinagar 
and adjoining areas by 
enhancing transmis-
sion capacity, reducing 
power interruptions and 
ensuring a more reliable 
and efficient electricity 
supply to consumers.

The augmentation of  
the Zainakote Grid Sub Sta-
tion, along with the trans-
mission line upgrades, is 
expected to improve over-
all grid stability and help 
meet the growing electric-
ity demand in the region, 
particularly during peak 
load periods.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Govern-
ment of  Jammu and Kash-
mir Friday ordered trans-
fers and postings of  offi-
cers in the Department of  
Youth Services and Sports 
with immediate effect.

According to the order 
issued by the department, 
Sunil Kumar has been 
posted as District Youth 
Services & Sports Officer 
(DYSSO), Kathua, while 
Sunil Singh Sambyal has 
been posted as DYSSO 
Samba. Dharamveer 
Singh has been posted as 
DYSSO Reasi and Jagdish 
Raj Sharma as Assistant 
Director, Jammu.

Tarsem Singh has been 
posted as DYSSO Udham-
pur, while Shafqat Ahmad 
has been posted as DYSSO 
Kupwara. Zahoor Ahmad 
Wani has been posted as 
DYSSO Anantnag and 
Mushtaq Ahmad Pampori 
as DYSSO Baramulla.

Gh. Hassan Lone has 
been assigned the charge 
of  DYSSO Ganderbal in 
addition to his own duties. 
Virender Kumar has 
been posted as Assistant 
Director, Kashmir. Ashok 
Kumar has been posted as 

DYSSO Doda, while Nisar 
Ahmad Ganaie has been 
posted as DYSSO Kulgam.

Further, Mohammad 
Ayoub Bhat has been posted 
as DYSSO Shopian, Jai Pal 
Singh as DYSSO Budgam, 
Nazir Hussain as DYSSO 
Ramban and Wali Mohd upon 
promotion as DYSSO Rajouri.

The department is fur-
ther working on promo-
tions of  Physical Educa-
tionTeachers and Physical 
Education Masters besides 
finalisation of  modali-
ties for regularisation of  
Rehber-I-Khel in a phased 
manner as per the policy.

Commissioner Secretary, 
Youth Services and Sport 
Department, Dr Shahid 
Iqbal Choudhary said that 
a robust Human Resource 
Management system is 
required to be put in place 
for career progression of  
physical education cadre 
for effective youth engage-
ment, promotion of  sports 
and development of  sports 
infrastructure across the 
region. He added that steps 
are being taken for cadre 
management including reg-
ular promotions, matters 
related to inter-se seniority 
and cadre management at 
all levels.

DC B'pora reviews preparedness 
for implementation of Solid 
Waste Management Rules

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Deputy 
Commissioner Bandipora, 
Indu Kanwal Chib, chaired 
a meeting to review Solid 
Waste Management and 
preparedness for imple-
mentation of  the Solid 
Waste Management Rules 
2026 in the district.

During the meeting, 
detailed deliberations were 
held regarding the effective 
implementation of  the Solid 
Waste Management Rules in 
compliance with the direc-

tions issued by the Supreme 
Court. The meeting dis-
cussed various measures 
aimed at strengthening 
waste management mecha-
nisms across urban and 
rural areas of  the district.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner stressed strict adher-
ence to the Supreme Court 
directions regarding segre-
gation of  waste at source 
and directed all Block 
Development Officers and 
Executive Officers to ensure 
effective implementation of  
the same in their respective 
jurisdictions.

The meeting also dis-
cussed issues related to 
bulk waste generators, 
awareness campaigns, 
timely waste collection, 
and establishment and 
functioning of  Mate-
rial Recovery Facilities 

(MRFs). Emphasis was laid 
on ensuring proper trans-
portation, management, 
and scientific disposal of  
solid waste.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed the con-
cerned officers to inten-
sify awareness activities 
among the general public 
regarding source segre-
gation, responsible waste 
disposal, and reduction in 
use of  non-biodegradable 
materials. She further 
stressed the importance of  
coordinated efforts among 

all stakeholders for achiev-
ing sustainable waste man-
agement practices in the 
district.

The meeting also 
reviewed directions issued 
by the Supreme Court 
regarding constitution of  
Special Cells for monitor-
ing implementation of  the 
Solid Waste Management 
Rules, conduct of  inspec-
tions, preparation of  peri-
odic progress reports, and 
strengthening enforce-
ment mechanisms.

Among others, Addi-
tional District Develop-
ment Commissioner Ban-
dipora, Assistant Commis-
sioner Panchayat, CEO MC 
Bandipora, EO MC Hajin, 
Block Development Officer 
Bandipora, and other con-
cerned officers attended 
the meeting.

Director Horticulture visits Shopian, 
Reviews developmental works

KTA seeks uniform enforcement 
of E-way bill for timber transit

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology, 
Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmad 
Rana, Friday received sev-
eral delegations represent-
ing various public inter-
ests, who called on him to 
seek his intervention on a 
range of  issues pertaining 
to their respective areas.

A delegation of  Kashmir 
Timber Association (KTA) 
submitted a memorandum 
seeking his intervention in 
uniform implementation 
of  the E-Way Bill system 
for transit of  timber across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The delegation, apprised 
the Minister that while the 
traditional docket system 
for timber transit has offi-
cially been replaced by the 
E-Way Bill in accordance 
with the prevailing rules, 

certain authorities contin-
ue to insist upon docket-like 
documents during transit. 
The Association stated that 
this inconsistency has cre-
ated confusion among the 
traders and transporters, 
causing unnecessary delays 
and significant operational 
hardships for the industry.

They urged the Minister 
to issue clear directions to 
the concerned authorities 
to ensure uniform accep-
tance of  the E-Way Bill in 
place of  the docket system 
so as to facilitate smooth 
functioning of  the timber 
trade across the region.

The Minister heard the 
delegation attentively and 
assured prompt interven-
tion in the matter, direct-
ing the concerned officials 
to ensure that the E-Way 
Bill is uniformly enforced 
at all transit checkpoints 
without ambiguity.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Director Hor-
ticulture Kashmir, Vikas 
Anand, visited  District Shop-
ian to review various develop-
mental works being carried 
out in the district.

The Director conducted 
an extensive visit of  District 
Shopian to review ongoing 
horticulture activities and 
interact with stakeholders in 
the sector.

During the visit, a meeting 
was held with the orchard-
ist community wherein the 
Director listened to their 
concerns, discussed various 
developmental issues, and 
assured necessary support 
for the growth of horticulture 
in the district.

Addressing the field staff, 
the Director stressed the 
need for regular field visits 
to provide technical guid-
ance to farmers and ensure 

the timely completion of   all 
departmental schemes.

The Director also visited a 
Hi-Tech Poly House at Zawoo-
ra, Shopian, established 
under the HADP programme, 
and reviewed its functioning 
and emphasized the impor-
tance of  protected cultivation 
for local farmers.

Further, an Apple area 
expansion site measuring 5 
kanals at Shirmal, developed 
under the JKCIP scheme, was 
inspected to assess progress 
and ensure proper implemen-
tation of  the programme.

The Director also kick-
started plantation work on a 
10 kanal site at Ganawpora 
Balpora. The project being 
established by M/S Golden 
Agrisense under High Density 
Plantation Scheme in favour of  
the applicant Tasleema Akhter 
w/o Mohd Shafi Tak, marks a 
significant step towards mod-
ernizing the district orchards.
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IPL 2026: Akash’s three-fer, 
Marsh’s scintillating 90 helps 
LSG thrash CSK by seven wickets

IANS

LUCKNOW: Riding on 
Akash Singh’s fantastic 
three-fer, Mitchell Marsh’s 
brutal 90 off  38 balls and 
Nicholas Pooran’s late 
fireworks, Lucknow Super 
Giants managed to thrash 
Chennai Super Kings 
by seven wickets at the 
BRSABV Ekana Cricket 
Stadium on Friday.

CSK had posted 187/5, 
thanks to Kartik Sharma’s 
career-best score of  71 in 
T20s and an unbeaten 32 
from Shivam Dube, after 
Akash’s spell took out the 
top order on a fiery red soil 
pitch. But Marsh and Josh 
Inglis set the tone right 
from the start via a mas-
sive 135-run opening stand.

Marsh was scintillating 
in hitting nine fours and 
seven sixes at an astonish-
ing strike rate of  236.84, 
before an unfortunate run 
out stopped him ten runs 
short of  reaching a fantas-
tic century.

After he, Inglis and 
Abdul Samad fell in quick 
succession, Pooran pro-
duced some emphatic hits 
to smash 32 off  just 17 balls. 
He slammed one four and 
four maximums to help 
LSG reach with 20 balls to 
spare and dent CSK’s play-
offs hopes in a thumping 
fashion.

Marsh ran after CSK’s 
bowlers from the get go – 
hitting three boundaries 
as Mukesh Choudhary’s 
opening over went for 15 
runs. Inglis too joined in 
by getting a boundary off  
Anshul Kamboj and Spen-
cer Johnson. The real car-
nage began when Marsh 
smashed Kamboj for four 
consecutive sixes and a 
four, as 28 runs came off  
the fifth over. By the end 
of  the powerplay, LSG were 
cruising at 86/0.

Marsh reached his fifty 
in just 21 balls by pull-
ing Johnson for four and 
continued to dominate by 
hammering him and Noor 
Ahmad for towering sixes. 
Inglis played second fiddle 
by adding 36 off  32 balls 
before falling to Mukesh. 
On the very next ball, 
Marsh’s dismissal came in 

unfortunate fashion - run 
out for 90 after a straight 
drive from Pooran deflect-
ed onto the stumps post a 
brush off  Mukesh’s hand 
at the non-striker’s end.

By then, Marsh’s brutal 
knock had already broken 
CSK’s spirit, though John-
son castled Samad later. 
Pooran, who had been 
quiet initially, exploded 
at the death. After Mukul 
Choudhary chipped in with 
handy boundaries, Pooran 
tore into Kamboj in the 
17th over – smashing finish 
the game in style, as LSG 
sealed back-to-back home 
wins.

Kamboj endured a night-
mare, conceding 63 runs in 
2.4 overs, as CSK’s bowlers 
looked bereft of  ideas once 
Marsh teed off, and by the 
time Pooran applied the 
finishing touches, CSK and 
their loyal supporters were 
left shell-shocked. What 
had seemed a defendable, 
competitive total at the 
halfway stage was disman-
tled with ruthless efficien-
cy by Marsh-powered LSG.

Previously, Kartik over-
came a sluggish start to hit 
71 off  42 balls laced with 
six fours and five sixes at a 
strike-rate of  169/05. It was 
a dazzling knock where 
Kartik took on every LSG 

pacer after the top-order 
fell to Akash.

Dube then brought 
out the big shots to hit an 
unbeaten 32 off  16 balls, 
laced with three fours and 
two sixes, while Prashant 
Veer also made 13 not 
out off  10 deliveries and 
ensured CSK posted a com-
petitive total by getting 60 
runs off  the last five overs.

Opting to bat first, CSK 
were off  to a brisk start 
as Samson cracked three 
boundaries in the opening 
over off  Mohammed Shami. 
Ruturaj Gaikwad too found 
the ropes against Akash, but 
the left-arm seamer struck 
back quickly. He hurried 
Gaikwad on the pull and 
had him caught at mid-on, 
while Samson couldn’t keep 
a flick out and holed out in 
the deep.

Urvil Patel’s stay was 
brief, as Akash had him 
pulling to deep mid-wicket 
to leave CSK in trouble. 
At 52/3, Dewald Brevis 
joined Kartik and the pair 
stitched together a vital 
70-run stand off  44 balls. 
Brevis announced himself  
with a six off  Akash and 
added 25 off  16 balls before 
Shami’s short ball had him 
caught at fine leg.

Kartik, meanwhile, 
grew in confidence with 

every boundary coming off  
his bat and his risks paying 
off. He reached his second 
fifty of  the season off  35 
balls with a towering six 
off  Shami and continued 
to punish Shahbaz Ahmed 
and Prince Yadav with a 
flurry of  boundaries. Shah-
baz eventually ended his 
stay, but not before Kartik 
had given CSK the platform 
they needed.

Shivam and Prashant 
initially struggled against 
Mayank Yadav’s pace, but 
found their rhythm in the 
last two overs. Veer chipped 
in with an inventive scoop 
off  Shami giving him four, 
while Dube unleashed his 
by smashing Prince Yadav 
for two sixes and two fours 
on the last four balls of  the 
innings and script a bril-
liant finish of  CSK’s roller 
coaster innings, which 
was upstaged by Marsh’s 
breath-taking knock.

Brief  Scores: Chennai 
Super Kings 187/5 in 20 
overs (Kartik Sharma 71, 
Shivam Dube 32 not out; 
Akash Singh 3-26, Moham-
med Shami 1-41) lost to 
Lucknow Super Giants 
188/3 in 16.4 overs (Mitch-
ell Marsh 90, Josh Inglis 36; 
Mukesh Choudhary 1-24, 
Spencer Johnson 1-39) by 
seven wickets

Lovlina Borgohain, Sakshi Chaudhary book 

spots for Asian Games and CWG 2026
IANS

PATIALA:Olympic medal-
list Lovlina Borgohain and 
rising star Sakshi Chaud-
hary secured their spots 
on India’s boxing teams for 
the upcoming Asian Games 
2026 and Commonwealth 
Games 2026 after impres-
sive wins at the national 
trials in Patiala on Friday.

Tokyo Olympics bronze 
medallist and former 
world champion Lovlina 
delivered a strong perfor-
mance in the women’s 75kg 
final, defeating Sanamacha 
Chanu 5-0 to confirm her 
place in both major multi-
sport events.

The 28-year-old nar-
rowly missed direct 
qualification through the 
Asian Boxing Champion-
ships in Ulaanbaatar last 
month after failing to 
reach the final. Accord-
ing to the Boxing Federa-
tion of  India’s selection 
policy, only finalists at 
the continental champi-
onships earned automatic 
qualification for categories 

included in both the Asian 
Games and Common-
wealth Games.

Lovlina, who took silver 
at the 2023 Asian Games 
after narrowly missing a 
podium finish at the 2022 
Commonwealth Games, 
ensured there would be no 
repeat disappointment as 
she easily claimed qualifi-
cation through the trials.

The women’s 51kg cat-
egory sparked significant 
discussion during the trials 
as Sakshi Chaudhary con-
tinued her impressive 
streak by defeating reign-
ing 48kg world champion 
Minakshi Hooda 5-0 in the 

final.
Earlier, Sakshi had 

stunned two-time world 
champion Nikhat Zareen 4-1 
in the semifinals, highlight-
ing her rise as one of  India’s 
top boxing prospects.

Minakshi reached the 
final after defeating former 
world champion and Com-
monwealth Games gold 
medallist Nitu Ghanghas 
in the semifinals. Although 
she won gold in the 48kg 
category at the Asian 
Boxing Championships, 
that division is not part of  
the Asian Games or Com-
monwealth Games pro-
gram, forcing her to move 

up to 51kg.
Several other Indian 

boxers had already quali-
fied based on their per-
formances at the Asian 
Championships. This 
included Sachin Siwach 
(men’s 60kg), Preeti Pawar 
(women’s 54kg), and Priya 
Ghanghas (women’s 60kg), 
all of  whom reached the 
finals in Ulaanbaatar.

Jaismine Lamboria 
(57kg), Arundhati Choud-
hary (70kg), and Aditya 
Pratap Singh (65kg) quali-
fied only for the Common-
wealth Games as their cat-
egories are not part of  the 
Asian Games program.

World championship 
bronze medallist Parveen 
Hooda and Asian Games 
medallist Narender Berwal 
also secured their places 
by winning their respective 
trials.

The Commonwealth 
Games 2026 will take place 
in Glasgow from July 23 to 
August 2, and the Asian 
Games 2026 are set for 
Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, from 
September 19 to October 4.

IPL 2026: Kartik top-scores with 71, Dube’s 

late fireworks lift CSK to 187/5 against LSG
IANS

LUCKNOW:  Kartik 
Sharma registered his 
career-best score of  71 in 
T20 cricket, while Shivam 
Dube produced late fire-
works to take 23 runs off  
the final over, as the duo 
lifted Chennai Super Kings 
to 187/5 in their 20 overs 
against Lucknow Super 
Giants at the BRSABV 
Ekana Cricket Stadium on 
Friday.

On a red soil pitch, 
Kartik overcame a sluggish 
start to hit 71 off  42 balls 
laced with six fours and 
five sixes at a strike-rate 
of  169/05. It was a dazzling 
knock where Kartik took 
on every LSG pacer after 
Akash Singh took out the 
CSK top-order quickly.

Dube then brought 
out the big shots to hit an 
unbeaten 32 off  16 balls, 
laced with three fours and 
two sixes, while Prashant 
Veer also made 13 not 

out off  10 deliveries and 
ensured CSK posted a com-
petitive total by getting 60 
runs off  the last five overs.

Opting to bat first, CSK 
were off  to a brisk start 
as Samson cracked three 
boundaries in the open-
ing over off  Mohammed 
Shami. Ruturaj Gaik-
wad too found the ropes 
against Akash Singh, but 
the left-arm seamer struck 
back quickly. He hurried 
Gaikwad on the pull and 

had him caught at mid-
on, while Samson couldn’t 
keep a flick out and holed 
out in the deep.

Urvil Patel’s stay was 
brief, as Akash had him 
pulling to deep mid-wicket 
to leave CSK in trouble. 
At 52/3, Dewald Brevis 
joined Kartik and the pair 
stitched together a vital 
70-run stand off  44 balls. 
Brevis announced himself  
with a six off  Akash and 
added 25 off  16 balls before 

Shami’s short ball had him 
caught at fine leg.

Kartik, meanwhile, 
grew in confidence with 
every boundary coming off  
his bat and his risks paying 
off. He reached his second 
fifty of  the season off  35 
balls with a towering six 
off  Shami and continued 
to punish Shahbaz Ahmed 
and Prince Yadav with a 
flurry of  boundaries. Shah-
baz eventually ended his 
stay, but not before Kartik 
had given CSK the platform 
they needed.

Shivam and Prashant 
initially struggled against 
Mayank Yadav’s pace, but 
found their rhythm in the 
last two overs. Veer chipped 
in with an inventive scoop 
off  Shami giving him four, 
while Dube unleashed his 
by smashing Prince Yadav 
for two sixes and two fours 
on the last four balls of  the 
innings and script a bril-
liant finish of  CSK’s roller 
coaster innings.


