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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication This fight against drugs is a long one. For decades, people in Jammu Kashmir 

saw drugs and terrorism as separate threats. But they are not two problems, 
they are the two heads of the same snake. One head makes money through 
drugs while the other uses that money to fuel terrorism. Our terrorist neighbor-
ing country is involved in financing terror through drug smuggling, turning 
both drugs and money against innocent Kashmiris: Lieutenant Governor

LG  Reduces His 
Convoy Size To Half 
Following PM's Appeal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
on Wednesday decided 
to reduce his convoy size 
to half  following Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
appeal for cutting down 
fuel consumption and 
spending more wisely, 
officials said here.Travel 
Guides & Travelogues

Sinha has decided 
to cut down the size of  
his official cavalcade 
by half  following prime 
minister's appeal to the 
countrymen for saving 
fuel, Lok Bhawan offi-
cials said here.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi earlier  reduced 
the size of  his convoy 
during recent domes-
tic visits while retain-
ing all essential security 
arrangements mandated 
under the Special Protec-
tion Group (SPG) proto-
cols. According to reports, 
the reduction P-06

Lok Bhavan Jammu & Kashmir
@LokBhavanJandK

“IN THE DAYS AHEAD, OUR CRACKDOWN AGAINST DRUG SMUGGLING NETWORK WILL 
grow tougher and more powerful. The women of Dardpora village had met and they shared how drug smuggling funded 
weapons that slaughtered their families. 

CM Thanks EAM As J-K 
Residents’ Mortal Remains 
Repatriated From Kuwait

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah has 
expressed gratitude to 
External Affairs Minister 
Dr. S. Jaishankar for facili-
tating the repatriation of  the 
mortal remains of  six resi-
dents of  Jammu & Kashmir 
who lost their lives in a tragic 
road accident in Kuwait.

The Chief  Minister also 
appreciated the efforts of  the 
Indian Embassy in Kuwait 
for extending timely assis-
tance and support to the 
bereaved families during this 
difficult time.

The deceased, all residents 
of  Rajouri and Poonch dis-
tricts, were killed in a road 
accident on April 8 in the 
town of  Saad Abdullah near 

Kuwait City while returning 
from work.

Among the victims, five 
hailed from Surankote in 
Poonch district, while one 
belonged to Thanamandi in 
Rajouri district.

Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah conveyed his heart-
felt condolences P-06

Rainfall Activity To Continue 
Across J&K Till May 20: MeT

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Meteo-
rological Depart-
ment on Wednes-
day forecast light 
rain, thunder-
showers and gusty 
winds at scattered 
places across Jammu 
and Kashmir over the 

next few days.
The MeT Department, 

advised people to avoid 
boating and shikara 

rides during after-
noon hours due to 
the possibility of  

strong winds and 
lightning.

According to the 
MeT Srinagar P-06

Crackdown Against Drug Smuggling Network 
Will Grow Tougher, Powerful: LG Sinha
Joins Nasha-Mukt Jammu Kashmir Campaign In Kupwara

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha on Thurs-
day said the crackdown against 
drug smuggling networks will 
grow “tougher and more pow-
erful” in the days ahead.

“In the days ahead, our 
crackdown against drug 
smuggling network will grow 
tougher and more powerful. 
The women of Dardpora vil-
lage had met and they shared 
how drug smuggling funded 
weapons that slaughtered their 
families. That's why I say it loud 
and clear that drug traffickers 
and terrorists are inseparable 
partners in crime,” the Lieuten-
ant Governor said Wednesday 
while  joining ‘Nasha-Mukt 
Jammu Kashmir Campaign’ 
Padyatra in Kupwara. The Lieu-
tenant Governor also addressed 
a public gathering.

The Lieutenant Governor 
said that over the past 32 days, 

civil and police administration 
struck a devastating blow to the 
entire drug smuggling ecosys-
tem and this people's movement 
is transforming into a revolu-
tion against narcotics.

“Our consistent action 
is crippling narco-terrorist 
networks. Properties worth 
crores have been seized, 
assets confiscated, and pass-
ports of  15 smugglers rec-
ommended for cancellation. 

Over 730 smugglers and ped-
dlers have been arrested,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor stated that at the start 
of  this campaign in April, 
many doubted the possibility 
of  a mass movement against 
drugs and underestimated 
the strength of  an awakened 
public and the impact of  
determined governance with 
citizen support. P-06

LG Visits Vibrant Village 
Trehgam In Kupwara

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Lieutenant 
Governor,Manoj Sinha Wednes-
day visited Vibrant Village Treh-
gam in Kupwara. During his 
visit, the Lieutenant Governor 
inaugurated and laid foundation 
stones for various projects. He 
also discussed needs and con-
cerns of  the villagers.

Addressing a public gather-
ing, the Lieutenant Governor 
said that under the leadership 
of  Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi, Government of  
India is fully committed to the 
all-round development of  border 
villages.

“Every village deserves All-
weather roads, modern schools 
& abundant opportunities for 
the youth that is the vision driv-
ing us to transform Kupwara's 
border villages into model vil-
lages post-2019. Together, we will 
turn our resolve P-06

Govt To Provide Additional Food Grains 

During Eid, Muharram: Min Sharma

Hailstorm-Hit Growers Say Govt Ignoring 
Crop Insurance, Loan Waiver Pleas
‘They’re Not Serious About Safeguarding Horticulture Sector’

CS Reviews Progress Under 
PM-SYM Scheme In J&K
Over 99,000 Unorganised Workers Enrolled 
Under Pension Scheme Across UT

Govt, Mutton Dealers At 
Odds Over Eid Preparedness
Administration Claims Sufficient Stock, 
KMDA Says No Consultations Held

Speaker Turning 
J&K Assembly Into 
'Nawai Subah': 
LoP Sharma

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Leader of  
Opposition (LoP) Sunil 
Kumar Sharma on 
Wednesday said that 
Speaker Abdul Rahim 
Rather’s decision to hand 
over the chairmanship of  
eight out of  nine House 
Committees to MLAs 
of  the ruling National 
Conference-led alliance 
smacks of  a move to turn 
the J&K P-06

WARIS FAYAZ

SRINAGAR: Growers 
across Kashmir have 
demanded immediate 
government interven-
tion after severe hail-
storms and heavy rain-
fall caused widespread 
damage to orchards and 
standing crops in sev-
eral districts, includ-
ing Baramulla, Bandi-
pora and parts of  south 
Kashmir.

President of  Sopore 
Fruit Mandi, Fayaz 
Ahmad Malik @ Kaka 

Ji, said that repeated 
appeals for crop insur-
ance, implementation 
of  the Market Interven-
tion Scheme (MIS) and 
waiver of  Kisan Credit 
Card (KCC) loans up 

to Rs 3 lakh have gone 
unheard despite contin-
uous losses suffered by 
farmers and orchard-
ists over the years.

“We have been time 
and again P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister 
for Food, Civil Supplies 
& Consumer Affairs, 
Transport, Youth Ser-
vices & Sports, Infor-
mation Technology, 
and Science & Technol-
ogy, Satish Sharma, 
Wednesday chaired 
a review meeting to 
assess the preparedness 
and ensure seamless 
availability of  essen-
tial commodities and 

public services ahead 
of  the forthcoming Eid 
and Muharram obser-
vance across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The meeting was 
attended by MLA 
Zadibal Tanvir Sadiq, 

Commissioner Secre-
tary, FCS&CA, Saurabh 
Bhagat, VC LCMA, MD 
RTC, RTO Kashmir, 
Senior officers of  the 
administration, offi-
cers of  the Food, Civil 
Supplies & Consumer 

Affairs Department, 
representatives of  the 
Food Corporation of  
India (FCI), Oil Market-
ing Companies (OMCs), 
Legal Metrology Orga-
nization (LMO), Food 
Safety Department, 
PDD, R&B, PHE, SMC, 
district administration 
and other concerned 
agencies.

During the meeting, 
the Minister stressed 
the importance of  
maintaining P-06

REHAN QAYOOM 

SRINAGAR: A 
disagreement has 
emerged between 
government assur-
ances and ground 
concerns ahead of  
Eid-ul-Adha, with 
the administration 
claiming sufficient 
stock and advance 
preparedness while 

mutton dealers allege 
exclusion from stake-
holder consultations 
and unresolved live-
stock movement 
issues from Punjab.

Food, Civil Sup-
plies & Consumer 
Af f airs,  Satish 
Sharma, said the gov-
ernment has ensured 
adequate availability 
of  essential P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Sec-
retary, Atal Dulloo 
Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the 
progress achieved 
under the Prad-
han Mantri Shram 
Yogi Maandhan (PM-
SYM) scheme across 
the districts of  Jammu and 
Kashmir, with emphasis on 
expanding social security 
coverage for unorganised 
workers through sustained 
awareness and registration 
drives.

The meeting was attended 
by Additional Chief  Secre-
tary, Finance, Shailendra 

Kumar; Commissioner 
Secretary, Forests; 
Labour Commis-
sioner, Charandeep 
Singh and other 
concerned officers, 

while Deputy Com-
missioners participated 

through video conferencing.
During the meeting, the 

Chief  Secretary directed the 
Labour Department to make 
dedicated efforts for reach-
ing out to all eligible unor-
ganised P-06
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD(R&B) DIVISION ANANTNAG
NIT NO 14 OF R&B/Anantnag/2026-27 /E-TENDERING/ 1516, DATED 13-05-2026

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K e-tenders are invited on %age basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with 
J&K Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following works:-

S. No Name of Work Estimated Cost (Rs in Lacs) Cost of T/
Doc.(in Rs)

Earnest Mon-
ey (In Rs)

Time of 
Completion

Major Head 
of Account

Class of 
Contractor

1.
Sound Proofing of 

Meeting Hall at Dak 
Banglow Khanabal

53.61 Lacs Contract Price 
exclusive of GST: 45.43 + 
(18% GST Amount 8.18)

1600 107220/- 90 Days NFB AAY Class  
Only

Project Authority :   PWD(R&B) Circle Anantnag. 
Position of AAA :   Accorded vide Order No. 06 of SE/R&B/Ang/AAA of 2026-27, Dated 10.04.2026.
Position of TS :   Accorded vide Order No. SEA(R&B) 05 2026-27, Dated 18.04.2026. 
1. The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms-and conditions of contract 

and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental websitewww.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:

S. No. Particulars Dated
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 13-05-2026
2 Period of Downloading of bidder documents From 13-05-2026 (03:00 PM)

To 19-05-2026 (04:00 PM)
3 Bid submission Start Date From 13-05-2026 (03:00 PM)
4 Bid Submission End Date To     19-05-2026 (04:00 PM)
5 Date and time of opening of bid(online) 20-05-2026 (10:30 AM)

In the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division Anantnag.
1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan / receipt (Under MH- 0059 PWD) in favour of Executive 

Engineer R&B Division Anantnag [Tender Inviting Authority] (NIT No. Name of Work/Item No. to be mentioned on the Treasury Challan / Receipt) 
(The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and EMD (2% of advertised Cost) in 
the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division Anantnag(Tender receiving Authority).(The Date of EMD{CDR/
FDR/BG} should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date and validity of EMD at the time of opening of Bids shall be 
a period of 45 Days beyond Bid Validity of 120 Days). The same EMD should not be used in more than one Tender/Bid.

2. All the Bidders have to submit Earnest Money/Bid Security (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG. Non submission of 
Earnest Money/Bid Security shall render the bidder as No-responsive.

3. The 1st lowest responsive (Successful) Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/
FDR/BG in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Anantnag (Tender receiving authority) within 03 Days before fixation of Contract and shall 
be released 60 days after successful completion of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work. The date of Performance Security (CDR/FDR/BG) 
should be after the date of issuance of letter/LOI to deposit the performance security. Failure to produce Performance Security shall render the 
L1 as non-responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor be forwarded to Higher Authorities for a period of 01 Year.

4. The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG of the successful Bidder shall be released after 
receiving Performance security @5% of the allotted cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and same shall be released 60 Days after successful 
completion of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work.

5. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through 
an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive 
Engineer R&B Division Anantnag

6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical Bid
7. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process. 
a. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website www.

jktenders.gov.in to acquaint bid submission process. 
b. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders 

can get digital certificate from any approved vendors. 
c. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No Financial bid will be accepted in physical form. 
d. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.
e. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with bid. 
f. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents including tender document fee in terms of soft copies with technical bid. 
Note: -  Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.
8. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons. 
9. Scanned copy of cost of tender document in the shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt in favour of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division 

Anantnag (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and EMD in the shape of 
CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division Anantnag must be uploaded with the documents of the bid. The Original 
Treasury Challan (Cost of Tender Document), EMD and other relevant bid documents shall be obtained from the lowest bidder before the 
fixation of the Contract.

10. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ manually.
11. Price escalation and taxes: The %age quoted by the bidder entirely in Indian Rupees, shall be deemed to include price escalation upto 

completion of the work. Deduction on account of taxes shall be made from the bills of the contractor on gross amount of the bill as per the rates 
prevailing at the time of recovery. 

12. Bidders are advised to use “My Documents” area in their user on R&B e-Tendering portal to store such documents as are required. 
13. All other terms and conditions are as same as laid in PWD Form 25.
   (Er. Mohammad Waseem)
DIPK-1269-26   Executive Engineer,
DT: 13/05/2026 R&B Division Anantnag

DC Sgr takes onsite review of proposed 
fencing along Budshah, Noor Jehan BridgesShaleen Kabra reviews 

Jal Jeevan Mission 
works in Kupwara

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Additional 
Chief  Secretary Jal Shakti 
Department J&K, Shaleen 
Kabra, Wednesday conduct-
ed an extensive inspection 
of  various Water Supply 
Schemes in Kupwara to 
review the progress, func-
tioning and quality of drink-
ing water supply infrastruc-
ture being developed under 
Jal Jeevan Mission in the 
district.

During the visit, the 
Additional Chief  Secretary 
inspected the ongoing and 
completed works. He appre-
ciated the work done under 
the scheme and directed to 
complete and commission 
the same as soon as the 
funds are released by the 
government.

The officers and engi-
neers from the Jal Shakti 
Department briefed the 
Additional Chief  Secre-
tary on the status of  exe-
cution, water supply posi-
tion, challenges faced and 

measures being taken to 
improve services. Empha-
sis was laid on maintaining 
quality standards, ensur-
ing timely completion of  
works and adhering to a 
proper timeframe, as funds 
are expected to be released 
in the coming months.

The Additional Chief  
Secretary directed the con-
cerned officers to expedite 
pending works, strengthen 
monitoring mechanisms 

and ensure optimum 
utilization of  resources. 
Emphasis was also laid 
on public welfare, trans-
parency and adherence to 
technical specifications in 
all development works.

The Additional Chief  
Secretary appreciated the 
efforts of  the field staff  
and Engineers working for 
augmentation of  drink-
ing water facilities in the 
district. He reiterated the 

government’s commitment 
towards providing safe and 
sustainable drinking water 
to every household.

Senior officers of  the Jal 
Shakti Department includ-
ing Chief  Engineer PHE 
Kashmir, Director Plan-
ning Jal Shakti Depart-
ment and Superintending 
Engineer Hydraulic Circle 
Kupwara accompanied the 
Additional Chief  Secretary 
during the inspection.
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SRINAGAR: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Srinagar, 
Akshay Labroo Wednes-
day conducted an onsite 
review of  the proposed 
fencing along the sides of  
Budshah Bridge and Noor 
Jehan Bridge (Cement 
Kadal) to review measures 
aimed at enhancing public 
safety along the bridges.

The DC assessed the 
planned infrastructure 
upgradation works to 
ensure improved safety for 
pedestrians and commut-
ers using the bridges.

During the visit, the 
Deputy Commissioner was 
accompanied by Additional 
Deputy Commissioner, Mir 
Imtiyaz Ul Aziz, IAS Pro-
bationer, Alfred Thomas, 
Chief  Planning Officer, 
Fayaz Ahmad Dar, Super-
intending Engineer R&B, 
Tatheer Manzoor, Execu-
tive Engineer R&B, Khalid 
Mehmood, Executive Engi-
neer R&B, Arif  Hazari, 
Tehsildar South, Sajad 
Rasool Shah and other 
concerned.

While reviewing the 

plan of  fencing of  the bridg-
es, the DC was informed 
that the Detailed Project 
Reports (DPRs) have been 
formulated for fencing 
the sides of  both these 
bridges. He was briefed 
on the status of  the works, 
project timelines and mea-
sures being undertaken to 
ensure public safety.

Emphasizing quality 

execution, durability and 
timely completion, the DC 
directed the concerned 
executing agency to ensure 
that the fencing not only 
strengthens safety mea-
sures but also maintains 
the aesthetics, surround-
ing visibility and heritage 
value of  the structures.

The DC further instruct-
ed the executing agencies 

to incorporate all neces-
sary safety measures and 
complete the works within 
the stipulated timelines 
while minimizing inconve-
nience to commuters.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC underscored 
that public safety remains 
a top priority of  the admin-
istration and said that the 
proposed fencing of  bridg-
es is being undertaken as a 
preventive safety measure 
in view of  rising concerns 
over suicide incidents 
from bridges, as well as in 
response to public demand.

He added that the 
District Administration 
Srinagar has already 
taken several similar 
measures, particularly at 
vulnerable bridges over 
the river Jhelum includ-
ing New Zaina Kadal, 
Aali Kadal, Old Zaina 
Kadal, Nawakadal and 
Safakadal in the Shahr-
e-Khaas areas of  the Dis-
trict, aimed at creating 
a safer environment for 
pedestrians and com-
muters by ensuring the 
installation of  necessary 
safety safeguards.

Nasha Mukt Jammu & Kashmir
DIPR organises Symposium-cum-Cultural Programme for students

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Continuing its 
outreach under the “Nasha 
Mukt Jammu & Kashmir 
– 100 Day Campaign”, the 
Cultural Unit Jammu of  
the Department of  Infor-
mation & Public Relations 
(DIPR) Wednesday organ-
ised a Symposium-cum-
Theme Based Cultural Pro-
gramme at National Public 
School Bari, Samba.

The programme was 
aimed at sensitising stu-

dents about the harmful 
effects of  drug abuse and 
motivating them to adopt 
a healthy and responsible 
lifestyle. Students actively 
participated in the sympo-
sium and shared insightful 
views on the issue, reflect-
ing awareness and concern 
towards building a drug-
free society.

The Chief  Guest, Prin-
cipal Farman Ali, appre-
ciated the initiative and 
encouraged students to 
act as responsible citizens 

by spreading awareness 
against drug abuse. In the 
competition, Sanchit Singh 
secured the first position for 
an impressive presentation, 
whereas Kaleef and Indrani 
were adjudged second and 
third, respectively.

Symposium was judged 
by Nasreen Bibi, Shashi 
Shekhar and Tilak Raj.

Adding further impact 
to the programme, a 
Nukkad Natak on Nasha 
Mukti was presented by 
the students of  the school, 

effectively conveying a 
strong social message. 
The artists of  the Cultural 
Unit Jammu also present-
ed theme-based songs in 
Hindi and Punjabi, which 
inspired the audience and 
reinforced the campaign’s 
message through engaging 
performances.

The programme wit-
nessed active participation 
from students, staff  mem-
bers and faculty, making 
it a meaningful awareness 
initiative.

Yasha Mudgal reviews Capex Budget 
2026–27 for Cooperative Department

Career seminar on gateway to IIT, 
NDA opportunities held in Sopore

BILAL DAR

SRINAGAR: A career 
seminar aimed at guiding 
students towards oppor-
tunities in Gateway to IIT 
and NDA was organised 
by Career Defence School 
in Jammu and Kashmir's 
Sopore on Wednesday.

The seminar was led 
by Founder and CEO of  
Career Group, Er Vinay 
Rai, along with Adminis-
trative Officer Er Gagan 
Wadhwa. The programme 
was organised by certi-
fied career coach Er Amir 
Suhail and co organised by 
Khan Jahengeer.

MLA Sopore Irshad 
Rasool Kar attended the 
event as Chief  Guest, while 
Tehsildar Sopore Sheikh 
Tariq participated as Guest 
of  Honor.

A large number of  stu-
dents from different schools 
across Kashmir Valley par-
ticipated in the seminar. 
The event was anchored by 
Syed Humaira.

MLA Sopore Irshad 
Rasool Kar appreciated the 
organisers for conducting 
a meaningful programme 
for students of  the Valley. 
He said such seminars help 
students gain awareness 
about career opportunities 
and motivate them to com-
pete at national platforms.

Tehsildar Sopore Sheikh 
Tariq also addressed the 
participants and stressed 
the need for dedication, 
hard work and moral 
values in student life.

Guest speaker Dr Sha-
heen Shouket Dar, indepen-
dent war and peace analyst, 
spoke about the importance 
of  education, discipline and 
critical thinking among 
youth. He encouraged stu-
dents to stay away from neg-
ativity and channel their 
energy towards construc-
tive goals and professional 

excellence.
Dr Abrar Bashir, while 

interacting with students, 
highlighted the growing 
importance of  competitive 
education and informed 
them about various career 
avenues available after 
schooling. He advised stu-
dents to build confidence, 
improve communication 
skills and stay consistent 
in their efforts.

Speaking to media, Er 
Vinay Rai said that stu-
dents from Jammu and 
Kashmir possess immense 
talent and only require 
proper guidance, discipline 
and exposure to national 
level opportunities. He said 
Career Defence School is 
committed to preparing 
students for competitive 
examinations like JEE 
Mains, NEET, RIMC and 
NDA while also focusing 
on personality develop-
ment, leadership and 
nation building.

He urged students to 
remain focused on academ-
ics and make use of  every 
available opportunity to 
shape their future careers.

A detailed question and 
answer session was also 
held during the seminar 
in which students raised 
queries regarding NDA 
eligibility, IIT entrance 
preparation, hostel facili-
ties, scholarship oppor-
tunities, physical fitness 
requirements and career 
planning. The speakers 
and experts responded to 
the questions and guided 
students on different 
aspects of  competitive 
preparation.

The seminar concluded 
with an interactive session 
and a vote of  thanks by the 
organisers, who expressed 
gratitude to guests, speak-
ers, participating schools 
and students for making 
the event successful.
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JAMMU: Commissioner 
Secretary Cooperative 
Department, Yasha Mudgal, 
Wednesday chaired a meet-
ing at the Civil Secretariat 
to review and finalize the 
Capex Budget proposals for 
the financial year 2026–27 
pertaining to the Coopera-
tive Department.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Director Finance, 
Cooperative Department, 
Rashim Deepika and 
other senior officers of  the 
Department.

During the meeting, the 
Director Finance briefed 
regarding the proposed 
Capex Budget allocations 
for 2026–27 under various 
sectors and schemes of  the 
department. The propos-
als covered ongoing works, 
proposed new projects, 
infrastructural upgrada-
tion, modernization initia-
tives and other development 
projects aimed at strength-
ening the cooperative sector 
across the Union Territory 
of  Jammu and Kashmir.

A comprehensive review 
of  the ongoing schemes, 
infrastructure projects, 
financial performance and 
administrative functioning 
of various cooperative insti-
tutions was also undertaken 
during the meeting.

Stressing the need for 
optimum and judicious 
utilization of  Capex funds 
in a transparent and time-
bound manner, Yasha 
Mudgal observed that the 
Capex Budget should focus 
on creation of  durable 
assets, strengthening insti-
tutional infrastructure and 
enhancing service delivery 
mechanisms within the 
cooperative sector.

Expressing concern over 
the department’s expendi-
ture performance during 
the previous financial year, 

which stood at only 58 per-
cent, Yasha Mudgal directed 
the officers to adopt a result-
oriented approach and work 
tirelessly to achieve at least 
80 percent expenditure 
during the next six months.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary emphasized that spe-
cial focus must be laid on 
improving the service deliv-
ery, enhancing transpar-
ency and ensuring effective 
implementation of  govern-
ment programmes for the 
benefit of  farmers, artisans, 
women self-help groups and 
other stakeholders associ-
ated with the cooperative 
sector.

Emphasizing the need 
for result-oriented plan-
ning, Yasha Mudgal direct-
ed the officers to prioritize 
need-based projects having 
tangible public benefit and 
long-term developmental 
impact. She underscored 
that all proposals should 
be realistic, implementable 
and aligned with the broad-
er objectives of  cooperative 
growth and socio-economic 
development.

While reviewing the 
physical and financial prog-
ress of  ongoing works, she 
directed that all projects 
having more than 70 percent 
physical progress must be 
completed both physically 
and financially before June 
2026. She emphasized that 
timely completion of  proj-
ects is essential for effec-
tive utilization of  public 
resources and for ensur-
ing that the intended ben-
efits reach the stakeholders 
without any delay.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary also called upon the 
officers to maintain close 
monitoring of  all develop-
mental works and ensure 
effective inter-departmen-
tal coordination for smooth 
and timely execution of  
approved projects.

Awareness Programme under Nasha Mukt 

Bharat Abhiyaan held in Kulgam
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM:  As part of  the 
ongoing 100-day campaign 
under Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyaan, an awareness 
programme was Wednes-
day organised at the Con-
ference Hall of  Mini Sec-
retariat Kulgam under the 
chairmanship of  Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) 
Kulgam, Shahzad Alam.

The programme wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from students of  
various schools across the 
district along with officers 
from different departments.

The event was organised 
with the aim of  spreading 
awareness among youth 
about the harmful effects 
of  drug abuse and encour-
aging them to adopt a 
healthy and responsible 

lifestyle.
During the programme, 

students presented a series 
of  cultural performances, 
skits and awareness-based 
presentations highlighting 
the ill effects of  substance 

abuse and the importance 
of  building a drug-free 
society. The performances 
were widely appreciated by 
the audience for effective-
ly conveying the message 
against drug addiction.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the DC emphasised 
the importance of  collec-
tive efforts in combating 
the menace of  drug abuse. 
He urged students to act 
as ambassadors of  change 
and spread awareness 
within their communi-
ties regarding the adverse 
impact of  narcotics on indi-
viduals and society.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby notified for the information of the general public that 
the father’s name of my son Mohammad Absar Shah, a student of 
Islamia Hanfia Model High School Harran, Ganderbal, is wrongly 
recorded in the school records as “Ghulam Hassan Shah”. That the 
correct and actual name of his father is “Gh. Hassan Shah”. Now, 
therefore, this notice is published for correction of the said error 
in the school records. If anybody has any objection regarding this 
correction, he/she may file the same before the Principal of Islamia 
Hanfia Model High School Harran, Ganderbal, within seven (07) 
days from the date of publication of this notice. After the expiry 
of the stipulated period, no objection shall be entertained and 
necessary correction will be made accordingly.

Gh. Hassan Shah
F/O  Mohammad Absar Shah

R/o Harran, Ganderbal

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby notified for the information of the general public that 
the father’s name of my DAUGHTER ZEHBIA HASSAN, a student of 
Islamia Hanfia Model High School Harran, Ganderbal, is wrongly 
recorded in the school records as “Ghulam Hassan Shah”.
That the correct and actual name of his father is “Gh. Hassan Shah”.
Now, therefore, this notice is published for correction of the said 
error in the school records. If anybody has any objection regarding 
this correction, he/she may file the same before the Principal of 
Islamia Hanfia Model High School Harran, Ganderbal within seven 
(07) days from the date of publication of this notice.
After the expiry of the stipulated period, no objection shall be 
entertained and necessary correction will be made accordingly.

Gh. Hassan Shah
F/O  ZEHBIA HASSAN

R/o Harran, Ganderbal

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public that the particulars of my 
daughter in her Birth Certificate have been wrongly recorded 
as follows: NAME .MALOOKA AKHTER FATHER NAME.WASIM 
AHMAD SHAH Whereas the correct particulars are: Correct NAME . 
MALOOKA WASEEM     FATHER NAME.WASEEM GANI SHAH Correct 
Date of Birth: 25.7.2012 If anybody has any objection to the above 
correction, he/she may file the same before the office of BDO, 
Ganderbal within the stipulated period. After that, no objection 
shall be entertained and the records shall be corrected accordingly.

WASEEM GANI SHAH
F/o  MALOOKA WASEEM

R/o RANGIL, Gbl.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby notified for the information of the general public that the 
Handloom Registration-cum-Identity Card issued by the Directorate 
of Handloom Development Department J&K Govt. in favour of Ab. 
Rashid Kandoo S/o Gh. Qadir R/o Shouma bearing Registration 
No. H/lo/Reg-F-16 dated 16-12-2008 has been torn/damaged 
and is no longer in usable condition.
Now, the undersigned has applied for issuance of a Duplicate 
Handloom Card from the concerned authority. If anybody has any 
objection regarding the issuance of the duplicate card, he/she may 
file the same before the concerned Handloom Department Office 
within 07 days from the date of publication of this notice. Failing 
which, the duplicate card shall be issued in favour of the applicant.

Ab. Rashid Kandoo
S/o Gh. Qadir

R/o Shouma Alstange ganderbal

CM lauds UMEED as Shivraj 
Chouhan commends J&K’s women-
led rural development model

Union Joint Secretary W&CD reviews 

education initiatives in Doda

Advisor to CM calls on Javed 
Rana; discusses J&K’s 
development priorities

Javid Dar inspects facilities at 
Gulmarg Convention Centre, 
stresses enhanced tourist services

Javid Dar hears public grievances, 
assures time-bound redress

MLA  visits KVK Gurez, 
appreciates innovative 
Agricultural Interventions

Aarohan 2026

Satish Sharma calls upon youth to 

lead fight against drug abuse

Urges young minds to “Rise, Shine and Conquer” through innovation, discipline, purpose

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah 
Wednesday congratulated 
the Rural Development 
Department and J&K 
Rural Livelihoods Mission 
(UMEED) for their remark-
able contribution towards 
transforming rural liveli-
hoods and empowering 
women across Jammu & 
Kashmir.

The Chief  Minister said 
that the sustained efforts 
of  the Rural Development 
Department and UMEED 
have brought about a sig-
nificant socio-economic 
transformation in rural 
areas by strengthen-
ing women-led Self  Help 
Groups (SHGs) and pro-
moting financial inclusion 
and entrepreneurship.

The Chief  Minister’s 

remarks came in the back 
drop of  growing national 
recognition received by 
Jammu & Kashmir’s wom-
en-led rural development 
initiatives under UMEED.

Union Minister for 
Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan also com-
mended the leadership of  
the Jammu & Kashmir 
Government and the J&K 
Rural Livelihoods Mission 
(UMEED) for the remark-
able achievements across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

In a letter addressed 
to the Chief  Minister, the 
Union Minister stated that 
continued focus on scaling 
high-value enterprises, 
strengthening market eco-
systems and deepening 
convergence would further 
accelerate the progress 
achieved under UMEED.

Expressing confidence 
in the future trajectory of  
the programme, Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan said that 
Jammu & Kashmir would 
continue to set bench-
marks in women-led rural 
development.

In his communica-
tion, the Union Minister 
observed that Jammu & 
Kashmir has emerged as 
a strong example of  inclu-
sive and women-led rural 
transformation under 
UMEED.

Highlighting the finan-
cial inclusion component, 
the Union Minister said 
that the progress has been 
complemented by over 
₹3,106 crore in bank credit 
and ₹820 crore in capital-
ization support facilitated 
under the programme.

During his Budget 
Speech 2026-27, the Chief  

Minister had reiterated 
that under the Lakhpati 
Didi initiative, 2,00,952 
SHG women had already 
become Lakhpati Didis, 
while the remaining 32,048 
potential households would 
be covered by June 2026 to 
further enhance women’s 
economic empowerment 
and rural enterprise.

Over 8.10 lakh women 
have been mobilised into 
more than 96,000 SHGs, 
with over ₹3,106 crore in 
bank credit facilitated and 
more than 2.30 lakh women 
achieving annual incomes 
above ₹1 lakh under the 
Lakhpati Didi initiative.

The Chief  Minister had 
also stated that the govern-
ment would proactively 
increase the number of  
Lakhpati Didis by converg-
ing the initiative with Mis-
sion Yuva.
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SRINAGAR: Advisor to 
the Chief  Minister, Nasir 
Aslam Wani, Wednesday 
called on Minister for Jal 
Shakti, Forest, Ecology & 
Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed 
Rana, at the Civil Secre-
tariat, Srinagar and held 
discussions on a range of  
development issues con-
cerning the Jammu and 
Kashmir Union Territory.

The two exchanged 
views on accelerating 
development across vari-
ous sectors and deliberated 
upon measures to further 
strengthen public service 
delivery and administra-
tive responsiveness in the 
UT. They reaffirmed the 
government's unwavering 
commitment to the welfare 
of  the people and stressed 
that developmental initia-
tives must reach every sec-
tion of  society, particularly 
those in remote and under-
served areas.

Both emphasized 
that the administration 
remains firmly focused on 
translating policy intent 

into ground-level out-
comes. They said that sus-
tained coordination among 
the departments and lead-
ership would be key to 
achieve the development 
aspirations of  the people 
of  Jammu and Kashmir.

Similarly, several del-
egations also called on 
the Minister at his office 
chamber and apprised 
him of  various issues and 
demands pertaining to 
their respective depart-
ments and communities.

Among them, the DFO 
Forest Association pro-
jected matters relating to 
the grant of  non-function-
al promotions and other 
service-related issues 
concerning the depart-
mental employees, seek-
ing the Minister's inter-
vention for their early 
resolution.

The Minister gave a 
patient hearing to all the 
delegations and assured 
them that their genuine 
concerns would be exam-
ined sympathetically and 
pursued for appropriate 
consideration at the rel-
evant forums.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

DODA: Union Joint 
Secretary, Ministry of  
Women & Child Develop-
ment and Member of  the 
National Commission for 
Protection of  Child Rights 
(NCPCR), Dr. Sanjeev 
Kumar Sharma, Wednes-
day chaired a comprehen-
sive review meeting of  the 
School Education Depart-
ment at DC Office Complex 
Doda.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Deputy Commis-
sioner Doda Krishan Lal, 
SSP, CPO, Joint Director 
Education, CEO, DSWO, 
State Coordinator Samagra 
Shiksha PM Shri Schools 
besides other officers and 
staff  of  the Education 
Department.

During the meeting, Dr. 
Sanjeev Kumar Sharma 
directed the Chief  Edu-
cation Officer Doda and 
heads of  institutions to 
enhance year-wise stu-
dent enrollment in PM 
Shri Schools. He asked for 
intensifying awareness 
campaigns among the 
local population regarding 
the facilities and benefits 
being provided under the 
PM Shri initiative.

The CEO highlighted the 
issue of  shortage of  Prin-
cipals and Headmasters in 

schools across the district.
Responding to the con-

cern, Union Joint Sec-
retary assured that the 
matter would be taken up 
at the appropriate level for 
necessary action.

The CEO informed the 
meeting that PM Shri 
Schools are functioning as 
exemplary institutions by 
sharing human resources, 
digital learning facilities 
and educational activities 
with nearby schools under 
a cluster-based approach.

Dr. Sharma directed the 
CEO to ensure continuous 
monitoring and evalua-
tion of  these clusters for 
improving the overall aca-
demic performance and 
governance.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of  cyber awareness 
among the students, Union 
Joint Secretary directed all 
the school heads to make 
cyber safety, cyber secu-
rity and responsible use of  

social media a regular part 
of  morning assemblies. He 
further stressed that every 
teacher should undergo 
cyber safety and security 
training to effectively guide 
students.

Union Joint Secretary 
also underscored the 
importance of  vocational 
education and directed that 
vocational training oppor-
tunities be extended to all 
students to equip them 
with practical skills and 
career-oriented knowledge.

The CEO informed the 
meeting that several inno-
vative initiatives have been 
undertaken by PM Shri 
Schools, including Green 
School initiatives, field and 
exposure visits, Bal Sansad 
programmes, drug abuse 
awareness campaigns and 
science exhibitions aimed 
at promoting environmen-
tal awareness, leadership 
qualities, healthy lifestyles, 
practical learning and 

scientific temperament 
among students.

Union Joint Secretary 
further directed the Edu-
cation Department to 
organize regular career 
counselling programmes 
in schools to help students 
explore future career 
opportunities. He empha-
sized that such guidance 
sessions should also be 
conducted during study 
sessions for maximum 
outreach and effectiveness.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of  child rights 
protection, Dr. Sharma 
emphasized the collective 
responsibility of  institu-
tions, parents, teachers 
and society in ensuring a 
safe, supportive and inclu-
sive environment for every 
child. He stressed the need 
to create greater aware-
ness regarding children’s 
rights and to ensure their 
access to quality education, 
healthcare and holistic 
development.

During the meeting, 
Deputy Commissioner 
Doda Krishan Lal sub-
mitted proposals regard-
ing capsule courses and 
specialized training pro-
grammes for heads of  
schools to strengthen insti-
tutional leadership and 
improve the overall quality 
of  education in the district.
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SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Food, Civil Supplies & Con-
sumer Affairs, Transport, 
Youth Services & Sports, 
Information Technology, 
and Science & Technology, 
Satish Sharma, Wednesday 
called upon the youth of  the 
nation to become torchbear-
ers of  a drug-free, progres-
sive and empowered India.

 He was speaking at the  
closing ceremony of  Aaro-
han 2026.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, dignitaries 
and youth delegates 
from across the country, 
the Minister lauded the 
Department of  Youth Ser-
vices & Sports for organis-
ing the national-level event 
which brought together 
more than 300 young par-
ticipants from nine States 
and Union Territories in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Speaking on the theme 
of  the festival, “Rise, Shine 
and Conquer”, the Minis-
ter said that Aarohan 2026 
had emerged as a vibrant 
platform showcasing the 
energy, innovation and 
leadership potential of  

India’s youth. He high-
lighted that through ini-
tiatives like the Young 
Leaders Dialogue, Cultural 
Track and Hackathon, the 
festival successfully chan-
nelised the creativity and 
aspirations of  young minds 
towards nation-building.

Satish Sharma expressed 
deep concern over the grow-
ing menace of  drug abuse, 
describing it as one of  the 
greatest challenges con-
fronting the society today. 
He said that substance 
abuse was no longer a dis-
tant issue but a harsh real-
ity affecting the schools, col-
leges and neighbourhoods 
across Jammu and Kashmir 
and the country.

“Drugs do not offer 
escape; they offer destruc-
tion. One moment of  
curiosity or peer pres-
sure can derail a lifetime 
of  promise,” the Minister 
remarked, while urging the 
youth to safeguard their 
lives, ambitions and talents 
from the trap of  addiction.

The Minister appreci-
ated the inclusion of  drug 
de-addiction as a key 
theme in the Aarohan 2026 
Hackathon. He said that 

innovative youth-led solu-
tions and awareness cam-
paigns can play a transfor-
mative role in combating 
the crisis. He appealed to 
young people to become 
ambassadors of  awareness 
in their homes and commu-
nities and to support those 
struggling with addiction 
by guiding them towards 
help and rehabilitation.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of  sports and con-
structive engagement, 
Satish Sharma described 
sports as the most power-
ful weapon against addic-
tion. He said sports instill 
discipline, resilience, self-
confidence and teamwork 
among youth. He reaf-
firmed the government’s 
commitment towards 
strengthening sports 
infrastructure across all 
districts of  Jammu & Kash-
mir to ensure that every 
young person has access 
to opportunities for growth 
and healthy living.

The Minister further 
stated that the govern-
ment of  Jammu and Kash-
mir is actively expanding 
de-addiction centres, pro-
moting awareness pro-

grammes in educational 
institutions and taking 
firm action against drug 
networks. However, he 
maintained that the fight 
against addiction can only 
be won through collective 
societal participation.

“Real victory will come 
when families, teachers, 
communities and youth 
themselves unite against 
this menace,” he said.

Calling youth the true 
strength of  Jammu and 
Kashmir and the nation, 
Satish Sharma said that 
the future of  India rests in 
the creativity, energy and 
determination of  its young 
generation. Referring to 
the vision of  Viksit Bharat 
2047, he urged the partici-
pants to dedicate them-
selves to innovation, ser-
vice and nation-building.

The Minister encour-
aged the youth to rise 
above every temptation, 
shine through their talents 
and conquer every chal-
lenge life presents, while 
reiterating that Jammu 
& Kashmir today stands 
defined not by its past but 
by the brilliance and aspi-
rations of  its youth.
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GULMARG: Minister for 
Agriculture Production, 
Rural Development and  
Panchayati Raj, Coopera-
tive and Election Depart-
ment, Javid Ahmad Dar, 
Wednesday visited the Gul-
marg Convention Centre 
and conducted a detailed 
inspection of  the facilities 
available there.

During the visit, the 
Minister reviewed the 
existing infrastructure 
and directed the concerned 
officers to ensure effective 
projection and wider dis-
semination of  informa-
tion regarding the tourist-
friendly facilities and ser-
vices being provided by 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
government. He empha-
sized the need for seam-
less coordination among 
the departments to ensure 
that the visitors are well-
informed about the ameni-
ties and services available 
in the world-renowned 
tourist destination.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Minister said 

that Gulmarg, being one 
of  the country’s premier 
tourist destinations, holds 
immense significance for 
Jammu and Kashmir’s tour-
ism sector. He underscored 
the importance of  continu-
ously upgrading the infra-
structure and strengthen-
ing visitor-centric services 
to further enhance the over-
all tourist experience.

“Gulmarg is not only 
a symbol of  Kashmir’s 
natural beauty but also a 
key driver of  the region’s 
tourism economy. It is 
imperative that we ensure 
world-class facilities and 
efficient service delivery 
for the tourists visiting 
this iconic destination,” 
the Minister stated.

He also stressed the 
importance of  maintain-
ing high standards of  hos-
pitality and infrastructure 
while preserving the eco-
logical and scenic charm 
of  Gulmarg.

MLA Gulmarg, Farooq 
Ahmad Shah and MLA 
Baramulla, Javid Hassan 
Beig, accompanied the Min-
ister during the inspection.
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SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Agriculture Production, 
Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj, Coopera-
tive and Election Depart-
ment, Javid Ahmad Dar, 
Wednesday held an exten-
sive public grievance hear-
ing at the Civil Secretariat, 
Srinagar, where he inter-
acted with scores of  del-
egations and individuals 
and heard their concerns 
and demands.

During the public inter-
action, a delegation from 
Tuzer Sharief, Zainapora 
projected issues related 
to macadamization of  
roads and installation of  
drinking water pipelines 
to strengthen basic public 
infrastructure in the area.

Another delegation 
comprising carpenters 
from across Kashmir Divi-
sion urged the Minister to 
extend welfare schemes’ 
benefits to them on the 
lines of  construction 
workers registered under 

the Labour Commissioner 
J&K, emphasizing the need 
for greater social security 
and institutional support 
for the community.

Several  individu-
als also raised concerns 
regarding execution of  
civil works, construction 
of  sheds and bund walls 
besides seeking release of  
pending payments under 
Pradhan Mantri Awaas 
Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G) 
and other development 
schemes.

Taking immediate 
cognizance of  the issues 
projected during the hear-
ing, the Minister issued 
on-the-spot directions to 
the concerned officers for 
prompt resolution of  the 
genuine public grievances. 
He reiterated that public 
grievance redress remains 
a top priority of  the gov-
ernment and assured 
the delegations that all 
their demands would be 
addressed on priority 
through coordinated and 
time-bound action.
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BANDIPORA: Member 
of  Legislative Assembly 
(MLA) for Gurez Constitu-
ency, Nazir Ahmad Khan  
visited Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra (KVK) Gurez and 
appreciated the innovative 
interventions being imple-
mented by the institution 
for promotion of  sustain-
able agriculture and agri-
tourism in the valley.

During the visit, the 
MLA inspected several 
pioneering initiatives 
undertaken by KVK Gurez 
under the guidance of  Vice 
Chancellor SKUAST-K, 
Prof. Nazir Ahmad Ganai 
and support of  Director 
Extension, Prof. Raihana 
Habib Kanth.

The dignitary under-
took a detailed field visit of  
various projects including 
the first-ever Tulip yard in 
Gurez Valley, Kala Zeera 
domestication fields, Lav-
ender demonstration yard 
and the Medicinal and Aro-
matic Plants (MAPs) germ-

plasm bank established by 
the Kendra.

The initiatives are aimed 
at diversification of  agri-
culture, revival of  heritage 
crops and promotion of  
natural and organic farm-
ing practices in the region 
besides creating new oppor-
tunities for agri-tourism 
and livelihood generation 
among farmers.

Terming the Tulip ini-
tiative a “great success”, 
the MLA said the intro-
duction of  tulips in Gurez 
Valley would significantly 
boost tourism and open 
new avenues for economic 
development in the area.

He appreciated the 
vision of  Vice Chancellor 
SKUAST-K, Prof. Nazir 
Ahmad Ganai for promot-
ing innovative agricultural 
practices and improving the 
quality of  life of  tribal farm-
ers in Gurez Valley. He also 
lauded the efforts of  Head 
KVK Gurez and his team 
for their dedication and 
commitment towards the 
farming community.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.
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Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com
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EDITORIAL

     Heartbreaking Setback

The NEET-UG 
2026 Cancellation

T
he dream of becoming a doctor 
is a long, grueling marathon, but 
for lakhs of Indian students, that 
finish line was just ripped away. On 
Wednesday, the central government 

made the staggering decision to cancel the 
NEET-UG 2026 exam, the nation’s largest medi-
cal entrance test, following serious allegations 
of paper leaks and systemic "irregularities."
The fallout isn't just about administrative failure; it’s 
about the emotional toll on students who have dedi-
cated years of their lives to a single day of testing.
The medical community has reacted with a mix of 
fury and exhaustion. The Federation of All India 
Medical Association (FAIMA) didn't mince words, 
labeling the situation a disgrace.
Dr. Mohammad Momin Khan of FAIMA took to X (for-
merly Twitter) to voice the frustration felt by many: 
"Honest students study for years, while paper leak 
mafias play with their future. Absolutely shame-
ful." His words highlight a painful reality: while stu-
dents are burning the midnight oil, "networks" and 
"mafias" are allegedly profiting by compromising 
the integrity of the country’s most important exams.
The Decision: The exam held on May 3 has 
been completely scrapped. The Re-take: A 
fresh examination will be scheduled, with new 
dates to be announced soon. The Investiga-
tion: The case has been handed over to the 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to uncover 
exactly how the leak happened. The Catalyst: 
The National Testing Agency (NTA) admitted the 
decision followed evidence from law enforce-
ment that suggested the exam's integrity had 
been fundamentally breached.
For the aspirants, this is a nightmare scenario. 
Instead of resting after their exams or prepar-
ing for counseling, they are now faced with the 
prospect of picking up their textbooks all over 
again, fueled by anxiety rather than ambition. The 
news has already sparked outrage on the streets. 
Members of the National Students’ Union of India 
(NSUI) held heated protests near Shastri Bhavan, 
with many seen climbing barricades to demand 
accountability from the central government.
This controversy has placed the NTA under a 
microscope. It’s no longer just about one exam; 
it’s about whether our national testing system is 
secure enough to protect the hard work of our 
youth. As the CBI begins its probe, the demand 
for "stricter safeguards" is no longer just a sug-
gestion, it is a desperate plea for justice from the 
next generation of India's doctors.

      Saving A Generation

How LG Sinha’s Anti-Drug Campaign 
Is Reclaiming J&K’s Future

DR. RIZWAN RUMI

D
rug addiction has emerged 
as one of  the gravest social 
and public health crises con-
fronting Jammu and Kash-
mir in recent years. The 

alarming spread of  narcotics among 
the youth has deeply disturbed families, 
educational institutions and communi-
ties across the Union Territory. What 
was once perceived as an isolated urban 
problem has now penetrated villages, 
towns, colleges and even school envi-
ronments, threatening the social fabric 
and future stability of  society. At such a 
critical juncture, the initiative launched 
under the leadership of  Manoj Sinha, 
the Lieutenant Governor of  Jammu and 
Kashmir, through the campaign “Nasha 
Mukt Jammu & Kashmir” has emerged 
as one of  the most determined and com-
prehensive anti-drug movements in the 
region’s recent history.

The campaign reflects far more than a 
conventional administrative programme. 
It represents a visionary social mission 
aimed at protecting the younger genera-
tion from the devastating grip of addiction 
and restoring hope, dignity and direction 
to society. Under the leadership of  the 
Lieutenant Governor, the administration 
has adopted a multi-dimensional strat-
egy combining strict law enforcement, 
mass awareness, rehabilitation, youth 
engagement, institutional participation 
and community mobilization. The mes-
sage from the administration has been 
unequivocal: the future of  Jammu and 
Kashmir cannot be surrendered to nar-
cotics and drug syndicates.

The seriousness with which Manoj 
Sinha has addressed the issue became 
particularly evident with the launch of  
the extensive 100-day anti-drug campaign 
across Jammu and Kashmir. Massive 
awareness rallies, padyatras, seminars, 
counseling drives and public outreach 
programmes are organized throughout the 
Union Territory with active participation 
from students, teachers, police personnel, 
NCC cadets, civil society organizations and 
ordinary citizens. The campaign success-
fully transformed the anti-drug movement 
from a government initiative into a broader 
people’s movement, creating widespread 
public consciousness regarding the dan-
gers of substance abuse.

One of  the defining strengths of  the 
Lieutenant Governor’s approach has 
been his emphasis on collective respon-
sibility. He repeatedly stressed that drug 
addiction is not merely a law-and-order 
issue but a “social cancer” that requires 
the united efforts of  government institu-
tions, families, educational bodies, reli-
gious leaders and society at large. This 
broader social understanding has given 
the campaign a moral and humanitarian 
dimension beyond administrative action.

Under the guidance of  Manoj Sinha, 
law enforcement agencies intensified 
operations against narcotics networks 
and drug traffickers across the Union 
Territory. Hundreds of  peddlers were 
arrested, large consignments of  heroin, 
charas and other narcotics were seized 
and properties linked to drug traffick-
ing were attached. The administration 
also adopted stringent measures such 
as freezing financial assets, confiscat-
ing properties and initiating strict 
legal action against organized drug 
syndicates. Such decisive steps sent a 
strong message that those attempting 
to destroy the future of  the youth would 
face uncompromising action.

Equally significant has been the 
administration’s recognition that 
addiction must also be viewed as a 
public health and humanitarian issue. 
The Lieutenant Governor consistently 
emphasized that victims of  substance 
abuse require counseling, rehabilitation 
and social support rather than social 
stigma and isolation. Consequently, the 
government strengthened de-addiction 
centres, counseling services and reha-
bilitation facilities across all districts of  
Jammu and Kashmir. This compassion-
ate approach reflects administrative 
sensitivity and an understanding that 
genuine reform requires both enforce-
ment and rehabilitation.

Educational institutions have also 
played a pivotal role in the “Nasha Mukt 
Jammu & Kashmir” campaign. Schools, 
colleges and universities have been 
actively mobilized to conduct awareness 
programmes, debates, seminars, sports 
activities and youth engagement ini-
tiatives. Thousands of  students across 
Jammu and Kashmir have participat-

ed in anti-drug campaigns, becoming 
ambassadors of  awareness within their 
own communities. Such interventions 
are crucial because prevention begins 
with education and awareness.

The campaign has also witnessed 
innovative outreach efforts. Awareness 
drives were conducted not only in edu-
cational institutions and urban centres 
but also in rural areas, public spaces 

and transportation networks. The 
administration’s anti-drug movement 
reached even remote communities, 
ensuring that awareness penetrated 
every section of  society. These efforts 
demonstrated the administration’s seri-
ousness in confronting the menace at 

every possible level.
Importantly, the Lieutenant Gov-

ernor’s anti-drug initiative is closely 
linked with the broader vision of  youth 
empowerment and social development 
in Jammu and Kashmir. Alongside the 
crackdown on narcotics, the adminis-
tration has promoted sports activities, 
skill development programmes, entre-
preneurship schemes and employment 
opportunities for youth. This reflects a 
deeper understanding that unemploy-
ment, frustration, social alienation and 
lack of  opportunities often contribute to 
substance abuse. By creating construc-
tive alternatives, the administration 
seeks to protect young people from fall-
ing into destructive patterns.

The personal involvement of  Manoj 
Sinha in anti-drug rallies and awareness 
campaigns has also carried immense 
symbolic importance. His active partici-
pation conveyed that the fight against 
drugs is among the highest priorities 
of  the administration. Such leadership 
has strengthened public confidence and 
encouraged wider community partici-
pation in the movement.

The challenge of  eradicating drug 
addiction is undoubtedly enormous. No 
society can eliminate such a deep-rooted 
menace overnight. However, the “Nasha 
Mukt Jammu & Kashmir” initiative has 
laid the foundation for a sustained social 
transformation. It has broken the silence 
surrounding addiction, generated public 
awareness, strengthened institutional 
coordination and created a renewed sense 
of  collective responsibility.

Today, Jammu and Kashmir stands 
at a defining moment. On one side lies 
the danger of  addiction, broken families, 
declining social health and the loss of  
youthful potential. On the other side lies 
the possibility of  a healthier, educated, 
empowered and resilient society. The 
determined efforts undertaken under 
the leadership of  Manoj Sinha repre-
sent a sincere attempt to ensure that the 
younger generation is protected from the 
devastating consequences of  narcotics.

The fight against drugs is ultimately 
a fight for the soul and future of  society. 
It is a battle to preserve human dignity, 
social harmony and the aspirations of  
generations yet to come. The “Nasha 
Mukt Jammu & Kashmir” campaign 
stands as a powerful example of  vision-
ary leadership and administrative com-
mitment directed toward safeguarding 
the future of  Jammu and Kashmir. 
If  pursued with the same determina-
tion, public participation and institu-
tional commitment, this movement can 
emerge as one of  the most significant 
social reform initiatives in the contem-
porary history of  the region.'

The author can be mailed at rizwan-
roomi2012@gmail.com

Chintan Shivir: Aligning India’s Sporting 

Future Through Shared Vision
PULLELA GOPICHAND

H
aving had the 
opportunity to be 
part of  two Chin-
tan Shivirs, I can 
say with convic-

tion that this is one of  the most 
timely and impactful initia-
tives in Indian sport today. We 
find ourselves at a significant 
moment in our nation’s sport-
ing journey—one where intent, 
investment, and inspiration are 
converging like never before.

Over the past decade, under 
the leadership of  Narendra 
Modi, sport in India has moved 
from the margins to the main-
stream. There is a palpable 
national awareness about its 
importance—not just as a 
competitive pursuit, but as a 
vehicle for health, discipline, 
and national pride.

Today, we see an ecosystem 
that is both vast and diverse: 
state governments, NGOs, 
corporates, federations, and 
grassroots institutions are all 
actively contributing to the 
growth of  sport.

What makes the Chintan 
Shivir particularly valuable 
is its ability to bring all these 
stakeholders onto a common 
platform. Sport, by its very 
nature, intersects with mul-
tiple sectors—manufacturing, 
entertainment, fitness, media 
and education. The Shivir 
helps align these moving parts, 
creating a shared vision that is 
essential for long-term success. 

It brings the country’s collec-
tive perspective to the forefront 
while also showcasing best 
practices from different states, 
encouraging replication and 
innovation.

More than just a conference, 
the Chintan Shivir is a learning 
ecosystem. It allows stakehold-
ers to exchange ideas, under-
stand challenges, and collab-
oratively build solutions. It also 
serves as a powerful motiva-
tor—highlighting success sto-
ries and reinforcing the idea 
that sport in India is not lim-
ited to elite medals alone, but 
is about participation, inclusiv-
ity, and nation-building.

Initiatives like Fit India 
Movement, the celebration 
of  International Day of  Yoga, 
and community-driven activi-
ties such as cycling events have 
helped redefine how we view 
sport. The emphasis is now 

on “sport for all” alongside 
excellence at the highest level. 
Medal aspirations and mass 
participation are no longer sep-
arate conversations—they are 
part of  the same continuum.

Hosting the Shivir in Sri-
nagar added another layer of  
significance. The city’s serene 
beauty provides not just a pic-
turesque backdrop, but also 
a sense of  calm reflection—
something that is essential for 
meaningful dialogue.

A particularly important 
outcome of  this Chintan 
Shivir was the adoption of  
the Srinagar Khel Sankalp. 
This Sankalp is more than 
a statement of  intent—it is a 
unifying framework that binds 
together the aspirations of  all 
stakeholders in Indian sport. 
By clearly outlining shared 
goals, priorities, and respon-
sibilities, it creates a roadmap 

that encourages collaboration 
rather than fragmentation.

The true strength of  the 
Srinagar Khel Sankalp lies 
in its ability to bring diverse 
partners—governments, feder-
ations, private sector, and civil 
society—onto the same page. It 
reinforces the idea that India’s 
sporting rise cannot be driven 
by isolated efforts. Instead, it 
must be powered by a coordi-
nated, collaborative approach 
where resources, knowledge, 
and expertise are pooled 
together.

This alignment is critical if  
India is to achieve its long-term 
ambition of  becoming one of  
the top 10 nations at the Olym-
pic Games by 2036. Building 
world-class athletes requires 
not just talent, but a seam-
less ecosystem—grassroots 
identification, scientific train-
ing, infrastructure, coaching 

excellence, competition expo-
sure, and sustained financial 
and institutional support. The 
Sankalp provides the strate-
gic glue that can connect all 
these elements into a cohesive 
system.

What stands out most from 
these interactions is the opti-
mism across the ecosystem. 
There is a shared belief  that 
India’s sporting future is 
bright, and that through collab-
oration, we can build a robust, 
inclusive, and high-performing 
sporting culture.

The Chintan Shivir is, in 
many ways, a unique experi-
ment—but one that is already 
proving to be successful. It 
underscores the importance 
of  dialogue, alignment, and 
mutual understanding. For a 
country as diverse as India, 
such platforms are not just 
beneficial—they are essential.

If  we are to truly realise our 
ambitions on the global sport-
ing stage, these conversations 
must continue—and be backed 
by collective action. The Sri-
nagar Khel Sankalp gives us 
that direction. The Chintan 
Shivir gives us that platform. 
Together, they provide India 
with a powerful foundation to 
transform its sporting aspira-
tions into sustained Olympic 
success.

(The Author is Chief  Nation-
al Coach for the India national 

badminton team - PIB)

T he campaign 
reflects far more 
than a conven-

tional administrative 
programme. It represents 
a visionary social mis-
sion aimed at protecting 
the younger generation 
from the devastating grip 
of  addiction and restor-
ing hope, dignity and 
direction to society. 
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      Wrong Room

Why Place Matters As Much As Ability

DR. REYAZ AHMAD                                                          

A 
bottle of  Coca-Cola is an 
ordinary object. We see it 
in grocery stores, small 
shops, restaurants, cin-
emas, and airports. The 

liquid inside remains the same. The 
bottle does not become bigger, sweeter, 
healthier, or more powerful when it 
moves from one place to another. Yet 
its price changes dramatically. In a 
supermarket, it may cost one dollar. In 
a restaurant, it may cost three dollars. 
At an airport, it may cost four or five 
dollars. The bottle has not changed, 
but the environment around it has 
changed. This simple example car-
ries a powerful lesson for human life: 
sometimes our value is not low; we are 
simply standing in the wrong place.

Many people lose confidence 
because they are not appreciated 
where they are. A talented teacher 
may feel ordinary in an institution that 
values paperwork more than class-
room impact. A hardworking employ-
ee may feel invisible in an office where 
favoritism is stronger than merit. A 
student may feel weak in a classroom 
where marks are valued more than 
curiosity. A writer may feel discour-
aged because one editor rejected an 
article. A young entrepreneur may feel 
defeated because one investor did not 
understand the idea. In each case, the 
person may begin to believe, “Perhaps 
I am not good enough.” But the real 
question may be different: “Am I in 
the right environment?”

The tragedy of  modern life is that 
many people measure their worth 
through the eyes of  those who never 
had the vision to see it. They accept 
the judgment of  a small circle as if  it 
were the verdict of  the whole world. 
One rejection becomes a life sentence. 
One failure becomes a definition. One 
insult becomes an identity. But a per-
son’s value cannot be decided by one 
workplace, one classroom, one society, 
or one opinion.

History repeatedly proves this. 
Many great scientists, writers, art-
ists, leaders, and reformers were mis-
understood in the beginning. Their 
ideas were rejected not because they 
were worthless, but because their 
surroundings were not ready. A seed 
cannot become a tree if  it is thrown on 
concrete. The problem is not always 
with the seed. Sometimes the problem 
is with the soil.

Consider a diamond. If  it is lying in 

dust, someone may mistake it for an 
ordinary stone. But when it reaches 
the hands of  a jeweller, its brilliance 
is recognized. The diamond did not 
become valuable only when the jew-
eller saw it. It was already valuable. 
Recognition came later. Human beings 
also carry abilities that may remain 
hidden until they meet the right oppor-
tunity, the right mentor, the right 
institution, or the right platform.

This is especially important for 
young people. Many students compare 
themselves with others and quickly 
conclude that they are behind in life. 
They see classmates scoring higher 
marks, friends getting jobs earlier, or 

social media influencers displaying 
success, and they begin to doubt their 
own future. But life is not a race on a 
single track. Each person has a dif-
ferent field, different pace, different 
strength, and different timing. A fish 
should not judge itself  by its ability 
to climb a tree. A bird should not feel 
inferior because it cannot swim like a 
fish. The question is not whether you 
are valuable. The question is whether 
you are developing your value in the 
right direction.

The workplace offers another pow-
erful example. There are employees 
who remain average for years in one 
organization, then suddenly shine after 
moving to another. The person is the 
same, but the culture is different. In 
one place, creativity may be punished; 
in another, it may be rewarded. In one 
office, initiative may be seen as arro-
gance; in another, it may be seen as lead-
ership. In one institution, a person may 
be treated as a burden; in another, the 
same person may become an asset. This 
is why people must not confuse lack of  
recognition with lack of  ability.

However, this lesson should not be 
misunderstood. It does not mean that 
every criticism is wrong or every fail-
ure is caused by the environment. Self-
improvement is essential. A bottle of  
water cannot demand the price of  med-
icine unless it has the quality required 
for that value. Similarly, a person must 
continue learning, improving skills, 
correcting weaknesses, and develop-
ing discipline. Self-worth does not 
mean self-deception. Confidence must 

be supported by competence.
But competence also needs context. 

A brilliant mathematician may not be 
valued in a place that has no respect 
for analytical thinking. A sincere jour-
nalist may struggle in a system that 
rewards sensationalism over truth. A 
compassionate doctor may feel suffo-
cated in a profit-driven medical setup. 
A principled leader may be ignored in 
a society addicted to shortcuts. The 
fault may not lie only with the indi-
vidual; sometimes the environment 
itself  has become too small for the 
person’s purpose.

This message also applies to societ-
ies and nations. Countries lose their 
best minds when they fail to value 
them. When researchers are not sup-
ported, they migrate. When teachers 
are underpaid and disrespected, edu-
cation declines. When honest officers 
are sidelined, corruption grows. When 
youth are not given opportunities, 
frustration spreads. A nation that does 
not recognize the value of  its people 
forces them to search for value else-
where. Human talent is like water: if  
blocked in one direction, it will find 
another path.

Parents and teachers also need to 
understand this lesson deeply. A child 
who does not excel in one subject may 
have extraordinary ability in another. 
A student weak in mathematics may 
be strong in communication, design, 
sports, business, or social leader-
ship. Unfortunately, many children 
are labelled too early. They are told 
they are “slow,” “average,” or “not 

capable.” Such words can damage 
confidence for years. Instead of  fixing 
permanent labels on young minds, we 
should help them discover the field 
where their ability can breathe.

Social media has made this prob-
lem more complicated. People now 
seek validation from likes, views, 
comments, and followers. A meaning-
ful thought may receive little atten-
tion while a shallow trend becomes 
viral. Does that mean the meaningful 
thought has no value? Certainly not. 
The digital world often rewards speed, 
shock, and entertainment more than 
depth, truth, and wisdom. Therefore, 
we must not hand over the measure-
ment of  our worth to algorithms.

The lesson of  the airport Coca-
Cola is not about price alone. It is 
about positioning. The same prod-
uct becomes more valuable where 
demand, need, and context are dif-
ferent. Human beings too must learn 
to position themselves wisely. If  your 
talent is ignored in one place, improve 
it and search for a better place. If  your 
voice is not heard in one room, do not 
stop speaking forever; find the audi-
ence that needs your message. If  your 
efforts are not respected, do not imme-
diately conclude that your efforts are 
useless. Perhaps they are being invest-
ed in the wrong soil.

Life demands patience, but it also 
demands movement. Waiting in the 
wrong place forever is not patience; 
it is self-neglect. Loyalty is noble, but 
loyalty to a place that continuously 
destroys your dignity becomes danger-
ous. Respect others, but do not allow 
their limited judgment to become the 
boundary of  your life. The world is full 
of  people who discovered their worth 
only after leaving the place where they 
were underestimated. Their success 
was not magic. They simply moved 
from a place that priced them cheaply 
to a place that understood their value.

So, when life makes you feel ordinary, 
remember the bottle at the airport. It 
did not change its contents. It changed 
its context. Sometimes, you do not need 
to become someone else. You need to 
become better, stronger, and wiser—but 
you may also need to stand where your 
value can finally be seen.

Author is Faculty of  Mathemat-
ics, Department of  General Edu-
cation, UAE. He can be mailed at 

reyaz56@gmail.com

Miracle Of Guess Paper

When Hard Work Starts Losing And Leak Culture Starts Winning

DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

T
hese days, the atmo-
sphere surrounding the 
NEET exam is as if  a web 
series full of  mystery and 
thriller has been released. 

Every day, a new revelation, a new 
character, and a new story emerge. 
Some are saying that the question 
paper was circulating in advance, 
while others are claiming that the 
"guess paper" contained the same 
questions as the actual exam. Not 
only the questions, but the order 
of  the options, the language, even 
commas and full stops are being 
reported as identical. Now, students 
and parents are wondering whether 
this was a "guess" or a miracle of  
some supernatural power?

If  all this is true, then the people of  
the country certainly want to see the 
"Guruji" who performed this miracle. 
For years, large coaching institutes 
in Kota and Sikar have been building 
structures worth billions of  rupees 
and claiming success. Thousands 
of  teachers have been teaching day 
and night. Students have been risk-
ing their sleep, childhood, and even 
mental peace to prepare. But what 
lakhs of  rupees in fees and years of  
hard work could not achieve, a single 
"guess paper" has accomplished. 
This is the most scathing satire on 
the education system.

It's being reported that 90 out of  
90 questions in Biology and 45 out 
of  45 in Chemistry matched. If  so, it 
can't be a mere coincidence. This is 
an insult to the hard work of  millions 

of  students who study diligently. 
It's a mockery of  the struggle of  a 
farmer father who sells his land to 
pay his child's fees. It's an attack on 
the hopes of  a mother who sacrifices 
her dreams for her child's future.

An exam like NEET isn't just 
an exam; it's a door to millions of  
dreams. Here, a single mark can 
change the course of  life. In such a 
situation, if  there's a suspicion that 
the question paper has been leaked 
or is available in advance, trust is the 
first thing to be shattered. And when 
trust in the education system begins 
to wane, not just the exam, but the 
entire society is in crisis.

The most interesting thing is that 
the matter reached the police on the 
day of  the exam. Some people were 
even arrested, but no FIR has been 
filed yet. This silence raises ques-
tions. Are influential people under 
attack? Has education become such a 
big business that people are afraid to 
expose the truth? Or is this the same 
old story where money and influence 
are more valuable than hard work?

Today, the hardworking stu-
dent feels betrayed. He spent years 
immersing himself  in books, taking 
test series, and studying all night. 

But someone else "saw" the question 
paper before the exam. What value 
does all that hard work hold? It's 
natural for the student to wonder 
whether the mistake was his or her 
honesty's?

This isn't just cheating on exams, 
but an attack on the morality of  soci-
ety. When young people begin to see 
that the path to success isn't hard 
work, but rather through jugaad, net-
working, and leaks, the entire gener-
ation begins to lose faith. Then, they 
begin to rely more on "WhatsApp 
University" than on books.

Cities like Sikar and Kota have 
become more symbolic of  the "selec-
tion industry" than of  education. 
Coaching institutes line every street, 
rank and result billboards at every 
corner, and "100% selection" claims 
adorn every wall. It seems as if  every 
homeowner wakes up in the morn-
ing to first put up an "IIT-NEET 
Academy" sign and then drink tea. 
Students arrive from villages with 
dreams, and parents take out loans 
to pay their fees. But now this entire 
system is being questioned.

If  the question paper was circulat-
ing in advance, how honest is this 
entire system? Is it truly a center 

of  education or a marketplace of  
dreams? Here, fewer students and 
more "result products" are visible. 
Large billboards feature more photos 
of  institution owners than students, 
while the real struggle is that of  the 
child locked in a room, studying day 
and night.

The most tragic situation is faced 
by middle-class and rural families. 

Parents sell their savings, farms, and 
even jewelry so that their children can 
become doctors. Children withdraw 
from social life and focus solely on 
their studies. But when they discover 
that some "teacher" has already given 
them the question paper, they develop 
a deep distrust of  the system.

Today, people are sarcastically 
asking whether they should buy books 
next time or contact "leak experts" 

directly? This isn't a joke, it's the most 
serious indictment of  our education 
system. If  hard work and honesty 
begin to lose ground, society stops 
respecting talent.

Each time, governments promise an 
investigation. A few arrests are made, 
press conferences are held, and then the 
matter gradually cools down. But for a 
student whose year is wasted, it's not 
just news, it's a life-threatening crisis. 
The mental stress, financial losses, and 
shattered dreams go unreported.

The need now is not just to catch 
the culprits, but to make the entire 
examination system transparent 
and secure. Accountability must be 
established at every level, from ques-
tion paper creation to distribution. 
Strict action must be taken against 
the exam mafia and influential net-
works. Otherwise, this same story 
will repeat itself  every year, and mil-
lions of  new students will lose faith 
in the system each time.

At present, the public's biggest 
curiosity is who this "Guruji" is? 
Who is this accomplished man whose 
predictions come true down to the 
comma? Did he perform any penance, 
or did this "knowledge" come from 
some other source? Because if  guess 
papers become so accurate, perhaps 
the "Guruji Institute" will see more 
crowds than the country's universities.

Satire is fine, but the truth is 
profound. This isn't just a crisis of  
an exam, but a crisis of  trust. And 
the day hardworking youth believe 
that the path to success lies not in 
knowledge but in jugaad—that day 
the foundation of  society begins to 
weaken. Therefore, now is not just 
the time for discussion, but for deci-
sive reform. Otherwise, future gen-
erations will seek their future not in 
books but in leaked question papers.

(Dr. Priyanka Saurabh, PhD 
(Political Science), is a poet and 

social thinker.)

H istory 
repeatedly 
proves this. 

Many great scien-
tists, writers, art-
ists, leaders, and 
reformers were mis-
understood in the 
beginning. Their 
ideas were rejected 
not because they 
were worthless, but 
because their sur-
roundings were not 
ready. 

If  all this is true, 
then the people 
of  the country 

certainly want to 
see the "Guruji" who 
performed this mir-
acle. For years, large 
coaching institutes 
in Kota and Sikar 
have been building 
structures worth bil-
lions of  rupees and 
claiming success.
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CM Thanks EAM As J-K
to the families of  the deceased and prayed for eter-

nal peace to the departed souls. He also prayed for 
strength and fortitude to the bereaved families to 
bear the irreparable loss.

Rainfall Activity To
on Wednesday recorded a maximum temperature 

of  22.5 Degrees Celsius, 1.8 notches below normal, 
while the minimum temperature settled at 10.2 
Degrees Celsius.

Qazigund recorded a high of  22.4 Degrees Cel-
sius, Pahalgam 17 Degrees Celsius and Gulmarg 13.4 
Degrees Celsius.

In the Jammu division, Jammu city recorded a 
maximum temperature of  34.7 degrees Celsius, while 
Katra registered 31.4 Degrees Celsius and Banihal 
20.6 Degrees Celsius.

The MeT office said Jammu and Kashmir is likely 
to witness partly cloudy weather with spells of  light 
rain and thundershowers at scattered to many places 
on May 14, accompanied by thunder and gusty winds 
at a few places during afternoon hours, while light 
rain and thundershowers are likely at scattered 
places between May 15 and 16.

The weather department has also warned of  the 
possibility of  thunder, lightning and gusty winds 
with speeds of  40-50 kmph at a few places in both 
Kashmir and Jammu divisions.

“People are advised to suspend boating and shika-
ra riding generally towards afternoon and late after-
noon hours,” the advisory said.

The MeT office said weather conditions are expect-
ed to remain generally dry from May 21 to 23—(KNO)

Crackdown Against Drug
“With people's participation and massive support 

across the Union Territory, a truly organic move-
ment has emerged across villages, urban neighbor-
hoods, schools, colleges, and the streets of  Jammu 
Kashmir.

This fight against drugs is a long one. For decades, 
people in Jammu Kashmir saw drugs and terrorism 
as separate threats. But they are not two problems 
but they are the two heads of  the same snake. One 
head makes money through drugs while the other 
uses that money to fuel terrorism. Our terrorist 
neighbor is involved in financing terror through drug 
smuggling, turning both drugs and money against 
innocent Kashmiris,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor further observed that 
the drug smuggling is destroying families and com-
munities and it is providing terror groups their 
oxygen. He said by dismantling drug smuggling net-
works, the administration is cutting the lifeline that 
feeds the fire of  terror.

“In Kupwara and Handwara areas combined, 28 
drug smugglers are now behind bars. I want to urge 
our police officers, the soldiers guarding Kupwara's 
borders, and the Anti-Narcotics Task Force warriors 
that not a single guilty should escape. As a border 
district, Kupwara must stay extra vigilant and take 
the harshest action against drug smugglers,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

It is pertinent to mention that every police station 
in Kupwara has been directed to gather full details 
on active drug smugglers and peddlers in their areas 
and launch decisive action within the next 68 days.

The Lieutenant Governor also urged citizens of  
Kupwara to participate in awareness drive. He also 
emphasized on rehabilitation and asked the officers 
and stakeholders to treat drug addicts as a victim 
trapped in the dark web of  narcotics.

“The drug addicts need our compassion. They are 
our responsibility. We have to support every young 
man and woman seeking counseling or treatment. 
We must ensure they return to society's mainstream. 
Senior officials must ensure swift action on every 
complaint and tip coming through the Manas portal 
and toll-free number. This has to be done with com-
mitment. Every citizen of  Kupwara must remember 
that we will reach every young person extending a 
hand for help. Together, we will dismantle the drug 
smuggling networks, free our youth from addiction's 
clutches, and reconnect them to the path of  prog-
ress," the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor challenged those criti-
cizing ‘Nasha-Mukt Jammu Kashmir Abhiyan’ and 
said that they should name just one innocent person 
who was unfairly targeted and effective action will 
be taken. He said if  anyone is trying to protect drug 
smugglers, we must ask ourselves should they face 
consequences or not? The Lieutenant Governor said 
that people of  Jammu Kashmir are very clear and 
firm and they want stringent action against drug 
smugglers and when the people unite, no force can 
stop us.

On the occasion, the Lieutenant Governor unveiled 
the trophies of  Kupwara Forest League by Forest 
Department and Youth Service and Sports’s Volley-
ball Championship under Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan.

He also felicitated the winner of  reel making com-
petition on drug abuse.

LG Visits Vibrant Village
into reality,” the Lieutenant Governor said.
He said that it is central government’s commit-

ment to ensure that every child of  Trehgam receives 
the same quality education available in J&K’s cities.

I want farmers here to access superior seeds, reli-
able irrigation, and strong market linkages. Trehgam 
has made remarkable strides in self-employment, 
with 205 self-help groups and 85 units under Mission 
Youth already operational. The revival of  the historic 
Sharda Temple in Teetwal has breathed new life into 
tourism sector. In 2018-19, only 6,900 tourists visited 
Kupwara, however, in 2024-25, that number surged 
to 3,77,000. I'm confident that in the next one or two 
years, every border village will script its own story 
of  prosperity,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor recalled that he had 
visited Machil on 5th October, 2020, and Keran and 
Machil areas were connected with Grid Power after 
70 years of  waiting.

“At that time, reliable power reached about 70% 
of  families in Kupwara's other villages. In just four 
years, we have extended it to nearly 95% of  house-
holds. Telecom connectivity in border villages now 
stands at 88%. Concerned officials should ensure 
100% coverage by the end of  this year. Every family 
in border villages is serving the nation, and that ser-
vice deserves honor in a transformed quality of  life. 
Through PMGSY and PWD, we have already provided 
all-weather roads to 15 out of  16 Vibrant Villages in 
the past. Funding for the last one has arrived from 

the central government, and work will commence 
soon. We had planned grid power for every household 
in all 16 Vibrant Villages and so far 95% saturation 
has been achieved,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Vibrant Village Phase-2 program outlines 
three key pillars for holistic growth. First, secur-
ing livelihoods by launching new cooperative societ-
ies, self-help groups, tourism circuits, and cottage 
industries, especially empowering women and youth. 
Second, ensuring physical and digital connectivity to 
every Vibrant Village, while building strong educa-
tional infrastructure. Third, ensuring full saturation 
of  all central government and UT administration 
schemes. The infrastructure focuses on 4 thematic 
areas- all-weather road connectivity, telecom, televi-
sion access, and electrification.

The Lieutenant Governor said through a Whole 
of  Government Approach, officials should dedicate 
themselves to achieve the target and link villages like 
Trehgam to the national mainstream.

The Lieutenant Governor highlighted that the 
administration is looking beyond the government 
schemes and programmes to create sustainable 
opportunities for the youth of  the villages like Treh-
gam.

He emphasized that Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) funds are being channeled into building 
stadiums and playgrounds across the region.

The Lieutenant Governor also reiterated that 
the Government of  India is committed to complete 
rehabilitation of  terror victims and flood affected 
families.

The project inaugurated by the Lieutenant Gover-
nor include establishment of  26 Smart Classrooms 
in 6 Vibrant Blocks under Aspirational District 
Programme. The projects for which the foundation 
stones were laid today are- development of  Hill Top 
Playground, Trehgam, Kupwara at a cost of  Rs 1.60 
crore and development, renovation/construction and 
preservation of  Cultural Heritage site Shiv Temple 
at Trehgam, costing Rs 1.94 crores.

The Lieutenant Governor handed over appoint-
ment letters to SPOs, jobs and sanction letters to 
local youth and beneficiaries under various schemes. 
He also flagged off  mobile tuberculosis (TB) Diagno-
sis and Awareness vehicle.

Shri Mir Saifullah, Member of  Legislative Assem-
bly Trehgam; Shri Shaleen Kabra, Additional Chief  
Secretary, Jal Shakti Department; Shri Ashwani 
Kumar, Additional Chief  Secretary, Power Develop-
ment Department; Shri Anil Kumar Singh, Addition-
al Chief  Secretary, Public Works (R&B) Department; 
Shri M Raju, Commissioner Secretary, GAD; Shri 
Vikramjit Singh, Commissioner Secretary Indus-
tries; Shri VK Birdi; IGP Kashmir; Ms R. Alice Vaz, 
Commissioner Secretary to Government, Planning 
and Information; Shri Amitava Chatterjee, MD & 
CEO, J&K Bank; Shri Shrikant Balasaheb Suse, 
Deputy Commissioner Kupwara, senior officials, and 
people from different walks of  life in large number 
were present.

LG  Reduces His
in the number of  vehicles in the Prime Minister’s 

convoy was implemented during his recent visits to 
Gujarat and Assam.

The move comes in line with the Prime Minister’s 
seven appeals to citizens to contribute towards eco-
nomic resilience by reducing dependence on import-
ed fuel and adopting environmentally sustainable 
alternatives amidst West Asia crisis. Sources further 
added that while the convoy size was reduced, all 
critical security components continued to remain 
in place to ensure the Prime Minister’s safety. 
Prime Minister Modi has also directed the officials 
to include Electric Vehicles in his convoy wherever 
feasible, without making any new purchases.

Following Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
appeal, Union Home Minister Amit Shah downsized 
his convoy, reducing it to less than half. The move 
comes in line with the Prime Minister’s seven appeals 
to citizens to contribute towards economic resilience 
by reducing dependence on imported fuel and adopt-
ing environmentally sustainable alternatives amidst 
the West Asia crisis.

CS Reviews Progress
workers for their registration under the scheme 

so that they are able to avail the benefits envisaged 
under it. He asked the Labour Commissioner to fur-
nish weekly progress reports indicating district-
wise registrations and the incremental achievements 
made from today onwards.

Highlighting the significance of  the scheme, the 
Chief  Secretary observed that the benefits enshrined 
under PM-SYM are highly attractive for workers 
engaged in the unorganised sector. He said that the 
scheme, along with other social security initiatives 
such as PM Kisan Maandhan and the National Pen-
sion Scheme for Traders and Self-Employed Persons, 
guarantees old-age financial security to vulnerable 
sections of  society.

He also called upon the Finance Department to 
closely monitor the implementation of  these schemes 
and directed the Deputy Commissioners to assist in 
increasing registrations in their respective districts 
to ensure saturation of  benefits.

Additional Chief  Secretary, Finance, Shailendra 
Kumar, on the occasion, stated that Jammu and 
Kashmir possesses immense scope for the successful 
implementation of  such schemes as a large section 
of  the population is associated with the unorganised 
sector. He stressed the need for widespread aware-
ness regarding the benefits of  these schemes so that 
more eligible workers are encouraged to enrol them-
selves.

Labour Commissioner, Charandeep Singh, while 
apprising the meeting about the scheme, informed 
that PM-SYM is a flagship pension scheme of  the 
Government of  India launched in 2019 to provide 
old-age social security to workers in the unorgan-
ised sector, including street vendors, construction 
workers, domestic workers, agricultural labourers, 
ASHA workers, Anganwadi workers, hotel industry 
workers and other vulnerable categories earning up 
to Rs 15,000 per month.

He further informed that a total of  99,722 unor-
ganised workers have so far been registered under 
the scheme across all the 20 districts of  Jammu and 
Kashmir, reflecting significant expansion in pension 
coverage among vulnerable sections of  society. Sri-
nagar district recorded the highest number of  regis-
trations with 10,312 beneficiaries, followed by Poonch 
with 9,251 and Pulwama with 7,180 registrations.

The meeting was informed that 23,119 fresh reg-
istrations were achieved during the special enrol-
ment drive launched by the Ministry of  Labour and 
Employment, Government of  India, in January 2026, 

resulting in nearly 30 percent growth in registrations 
within a short period.

 As part of  the intensified outreach campaign, 637 
special registration camps were organised in coor-
dination with Urban Local Bodies, Panchayati Raj 
Institutions and Common Service Centres across the 
Union Territory, the meeting was apprised.

Highlighting the benefits of  the scheme, it was 
informed that PM-SYM ensures a guaranteed mini-
mum monthly pension of  Rs 3,000 after the age of  
60 years, with an equal contribution by the Central 
Government matching the subscriber’s contribu-
tion. In case of  the subscriber’s death, the spouse 
is entitled to receive 50 percent of  the pension as 
family pension.

The meeting also reviewed the demographic profile 
of  beneficiaries, which reflected near-equal gender 
participation, with male beneficiaries accounting for 
50.16 percent and female beneficiaries constituting 
49.84 percent of  the total registrations. The 26–35 
years age group emerged as the largest category of  
subscribers, indicating encouraging participation of  
young workers in the contributory pension scheme.

Govt, Mutton Dealers 
commodities and strengthened departmental coor-

dination well ahead of  the festival.
“We have sufficient stock. All department officers 

came to the fair price shops. We could not reach 
due to some other meetings,” the minister said after 
reviewing arrangements for Eid-ul-Adha.

Sharma, said preparations for key festivals were 
initiated in advance to avoid last-minute shortages 
and disruptions.

“This is the first time we have prepared for 
Muharram nearly two months in advance. We have 
also prepared for Eid-ul-Adha,” he said, adding that 
preparedness has become essential due to global 
uncertainties.

“We have to do everything in advance due to the 
geopolitical situation. The world is unpredictable, 
but we have to be ready,” he added.

The minister assured strict action against hoard-
ing, black marketing and irregularities in essential 
commodity markets. “There is sufficient stock. Some 
complaints have been received, but strict action will 
be taken. This time, we will set an example,” he said.

However, mutton dealers in Kashmir said the 
ground situation does not reflect official claims, 
alleging that stakeholders have not been taken into 
confidence ahead of  Eid-ul-Adha.

They said no structured pre-Eid meeting has been 
held yet, leaving traders without clarity on supply 
planning, pricing coordination and livestock man-
agement strategies.

General Secretary of  the Kashmir Mutton Dealers 
Association (KMDA), Mehraj-ud-Din, questioned the 
status of  communications sent to Punjab authorities 
regarding livestock movement for months, saying 
there has been no update shared with stakeholders.

“What happened to the letters sent to Punjab? Has 
there been any response? We are not being informed 
about anything,” he said.

Mehraj-ud-Din said that expected pre-Eid stake-
holder meetings had not taken place yet this year, 
and no formal consultation was held with mutton 
dealers.

He said issues related to livestock movement from 
Punjab, including delays and stoppages, remain 
unresolved despite repeated complaints.

“The J&K administration says it has written 
three times to Punjab, while we have received no 
response or update. As Eid-ul-Adha approaches, the 
government claims sufficient stock and prepared-
ness, but questions remain over earlier concerns and 
demands,” he said—(KNO)

Govt To Provide Additional
uninterrupted supply of  essential commodities. 

He  directed the concerned departments to work in 
close coordination to ensure that the public does not 
face any inconvenience during the festive period.

The Minister directed that adequate stock of  food 
grains and other essential commodities under the 
Public Distribution System (PDS) and FCI be main-
tained at all depots and distribution points across 
Jammu and Kashmir. He emphasized that timely dis-
tribution and proper monitoring mechanisms should 
be put in place to avoid any shortage or disruption 
in supply.

Satish Sharma further stated that an additional 
quota of  food grains would be made available in view 
of  the increased demand during Eid and Muharram 
festivities so that people across Jammu and Kash-
mir receive adequate supplies without any incon-
venience.

Reviewing the availability of  LPG, the Minister 
instructed Oil Marketing Companies and allied agen-
cies to ensure sufficient stock of  both domestic and 
commercial LPG cylinders. He further directed the 
agencies to streamline the supply chain and distribu-
tion process to effectively meet the increased demand 
during the festive season.

The Minister also instructed the concerned 
authorities to explore the possibility of  reducing 
the waiting period for booking and refilling domestic 
LPG cylinders in order to facilitate consumers during 
Eid and Muharram.

Directing for strict vigilance in markets, Satish 
Sharma asked the concerned enforcement agencies 
to undertake regular market checking drives across 
Jammu and Kashmir. He instructed the Food Safety 
Department and Legal Metrology Organization to 
intensify inspections to curb overpricing, hoarding, 
black marketing, and sale of  substandard goods, 
while ensuring strict action against violators.

The Minister also directed the Srinagar Municipal 
Corporation and Lakes Conservation and Manage-
ment Authority to undertake extensive cleanliness 
drives in their respective jurisdictions in view of  the 
forthcoming religious occasions.

Further, the Minister directed the Power Devel-
opment Department (PDD) and Public Health Engi-
neering (PHE) Department to ensure uninterrupted 
supply of  electricity and drinking water so that 
people do not face any inconvenience during Eid 
and Muharram.

Speaking during the meeting, Tanvir Sadiq empha-
sized the need for coordinated field-level monitoring 
to ensure that the benefits of  government arrange-
ments reach people effectively during the festive 
period. He stressed that special attention should be 
given to areas witnessing large public gatherings 
and religious congregations so that adequate civic 
amenities and essential supplies remain available 
at all times.

Tanvir Sadiq also called for enhanced sanitation 
measures, proper street lighting and improved water 

and electricity supply in areas associated with Eid 
and Muharram gatherings. He urged all departments 
to remain responsive to public grievances and ensure 
prompt redressal of  issues during the upcoming reli-
gious occasions.

The Minister further directed officers to ensure 
adequate availability of  essential commodities in 
accordance with anticipated demand and past con-
sumption trends so that the public does not face any 
difficulty during the upcoming religious occasions.

Hailstorm-Hit Growers Say
urging governments to launch crop insurance and 

MIS schemes, and waive off  KCC loans up to Rs 3 
lakh, but nobody is listening to us,” Malik said.

He said the agriculture and horticulture sector 
remains the backbone of  Kashmir’s economy at a 
time when unemployment is rising.

“Agriculture and horticulture are the only sectors 
providing livelihood to people amid a job crisis, but 
the government does not seem serious about safe-
guarding this sector,” he rued.

Malik said growers have not received adequate 
compensation or meaningful relief  since 2014 despite 
facing recurring natural calamities and market dis-
tress.

“Till now, only estimates and survey teams have 
visited affected areas, but nothing concrete has hap-
pened on the ground. The question is, how will a 
grower survive? The government doesn't seem to be 
concerned about us?” he asked.

He urged the government to immediately 
announce compensation for affected growers and 
introduce long-pending welfare measures for the 
horticulture sector.

“We want loan waivers so that growers who are 
suffering continuously get some relief. The govern-
ment must intervene without further delay,” Malik 
said.

The recent hailstorm, accompanied by intense 
rainfall, caused extensive damage to apple orchards, 
vegetables and other standing crops across many 
areas of  north and south Kashmir. Growers said 
the weather has shattered hopes of  a stable harvest 
season.

Growers from Pattan said they had never wit-
nessed such a destructive hailstorm before.

“We have never witnessed this kind of  hailstorm. 
It lasted for nearly half  an hour and destroyed every-
thing,” a group of  growers from Pattan village said.

Ghulam Mohammed, a 65-year-old resident of  
Chanderseer, said the losses have pushed many fami-
lies into uncertainty. “Our lives used to depend on 
it, but nothing remained. Where should we go and 
whom should we ask?” he said.

The affected growers appealed to the administra-
tion to understand the scale of  damage and provide 
immediate support—(KNO)

Speaker Turning
Assembly into the National Conference’s head-

quarters, Nawai Subah.
In a statement, Sunil Sharma said that the Jammu 

& Kashmir Assembly belongs to the people of  Jammu 
and Kashmir and that the BJP will resist any move 
to turn it into the fiefdom of  any party.

“The decision to appoint eight MLAs of  the ruling 
party as heads of  the committees is totally unjusti-
fied and an insult to the mandate of  people of  J&K ” 
he said, adding that the universally accepted princi-
ple of  proportional representation has been trampled 
by the Speaker.Subscription Box

He said the Rules of  Procedure and Conduct 
of  Business in the Jammu & Kashmir Legislative 
Assembly empower the Speaker to nominate chair-
men of  House committees, but discretion must be 
exercised fairly in all decisions.

Find out why you should join iFOREX, a regulated 
broker with over 25 years of  experience. Open your 
iFOREX account and enjoy a 100% Welcome Bonus. 
Sign up today!

iFOREX
“The first-time MLAs from the ruling party have 

been appointed as heads of  different committees, 
while senior legislators from the opposition have 
been ignored,” he said.

He said the ruling alliance, with 54 MLAs, will head 
8 committees, while the BJP, with 29 MLAs, has been 
allotted the chairmanship of  only one committee.

“Out of  the eight committees allotted to the ruling 
alliance, five will be headed by the National Con-
ference, which has 41 MLAs,” he said, adding that 
the move reflects a sinister design to turn the J&K 
Assembly into the headquarters of  the ruling party.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, SONAMARG
E-Bid Document (Auction ID: 34182)

Outsourcing of One No. (01) Mobile Kiosk (meals on Wheels) for installation and operation in between 
Hotel Snowland  to Hotel Akbar at Sonamarg for a period of 03-years, through GeM Portal.

No: CEO/SDA/2026/  488-95  dated: 13 /05/2026.
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of J&K Union Territory, e-bids are invited online through GeM Portal for Outsourcing of One No. (01) Mobile 
Kiosk (meals on Wheels) for installation and operation in between Hotel Snowland  to Hotel Akbar at Sonamarg for a period of 03-years, through 
GeM Portal. The details are as under:
S.No Particulars Date/Time Remarks

1 PQ (Pre-Qualification) Submission Start Date 13/05/2026 at 01.00 PM -NIL-
2 PQ (Pre-Qualification) Submission End Date 19/05/2026 at 1.00 PM -NIL-
3 PQ (Pre-Qualification) Assessment End Date & 20/05/2026 at 1.30 PM -NIL-
4 EMD Start Date 21/05/2026 at 2.00 PM -NIL-
5 EMD End Date 22/05/2026 at 2.10 PM -NIL-

6 EMD (Bid Security) Amount in shape of CDR/
FDR/DD Rs.10000/- (Rupees Ten Thousand only)

To be pledged in favour of Accounts 
Officer, Sonamarg Development 

Authority
7 Bid Submission/Auction Start Date 22/05/2026 at 3.00 PM -NIL-
8 Bid Submission/Auction End Date & Time        25/05/2026 at 1.00 PM -NIL-
9 Reserve bid amount Rs. 0.70 lacs (Rupees Seventy thousand only) -NIL-

PRE-QUALIFICATION (PQ) CRITERIA (TO BE UPLOADED ON GeM PORTAL)
1. The bidder should be a domicile of J&K and shall upload a valid domicile certificate.
2. The bidder shall have to upload a Character Certificate from the concerned Police Station or alternatively copy of a valid Passport.
3. The bidder shall have to upload self-attested PAN Card, Aadhar Card.
4. The bidder shall upload Average Annual Financial Turnover Statement of last three years ending of previous financial year & should be at least 50% 

of basic bid amount.   
5. The bidder shall have to upload Income Tax return of last three financial years.
6. The bidder shall have to upload undertaking that if found successful after the culmination of auction  process as per following:
I. That I shall abide by the all terms & conditions of the contract.
II. That I will deposit the offered bid amount within a period 03 days after culmination of auction, failing which result in automatic cancellation without 

notice along with forfeiture of CDR. 
III. That I will handover the asset in good condition as received from the department on the day of expiring of auction contract.
IV. That I will not approach the Courts for extension of contract period. 
7. The bidder has to upload FSSAI & GST registration certificate/return.
Terms and Conditions:
1. The interested parties should compulsorily visit & inspect the asset before participating in the e-bidding process and the physical position of 

the site/asset shall stand on “as is where is” basis. As such, no claim of any deficiency, addition, alteration, rectification in the asset would be 
entertained during/after bidding process.

2. The bidder participating in the e-bid process must apply in his name or the firm name duly registered in his name. 
3. Eligible persons shall be allowed to participate in the e-bidding process only after  uploading of relevant documents mentioned in the Eligibility 

Criteria and EMD (after  qualifying   Pre-Qualification) in the shape of CDR, amounting to Rs. 10,000/- (Rupees Thirty Thousand Only) pledged in 
favour of Accounts Officer, Sonamarg Development Authority. 

4. There will be an escalation of 15% compounding on the offered bid amount of previous years for each successive year and thereafter to be deposited 
before two months from the start of every year. The bid offers should be above the minimum reserve bid.

5. The minimum reserve bid has been fixed at Rs. 0.70 Lacs (Rupees Seventy  Thousand only). However, the bidder has to pay GST @ 18% of the offered 
bid and also for the successive years on compounding amounts including 15% escalation every year.  All other applicable taxes shall be paid by the 
bidder on its own under an intimation to this office. 

6. Previous defaulters shall not be allowed to participate in the bidding process.
7. The period of outsourcing shall be on license basis for a period of 03-years which will commence from the date of issuance of the formal allotment 

letter.
8. The successful bidder shall have to deposit 100% of the offered bid for the 1st year within a period of three days positively. 
9. The successful bidder has to install amusement and other recreational activities in the park (pollution free) and has to take prior permission before 

start of the operation. Without the explicit permission of CEO Sonamarg Development Authority, the successful bidder shall not install any other 
activity within the premises of the parks.

10. The contract shall be awarded for one year in the first instance and renewal of the same shall be subject to depositing of rentals for the each 
successive year in advance including 15% escalation on compounding amount before the expiry of the 1st year contract. 

11. In case the successful bidder fails to fulfill the term of contract, or leaves the contract half way or the contract is cancelled due to any disqualifications/
non-payment of advance rent, the CDR shall be forfeited.

12. The safety, security and upkeep and watch & ward of the asset shall be sole responsibility of outsourcee during the period of contract. The successful 
bidder shall ensure all safety measures like firefighting equipments, first aid kid etc. Sonamarg Development Authority shall not be responsible for 
any loss of life and property within the asset during the period of the contract.

13. The out-sourcing committee/SDA reserves the right to reject any or all the e-bids without assigning any reason thereof.
14. The successful bidder shall have to charge rates for various allotted services as per approval of the SDA from time to time.
15. The electric/water consumption charges shall be payable by the outsourcee & CDR shall be released after obtaining NOC from PHE & PDD.
16. The bidder should not be employee in any Govt. Deptt. or a Public Sector undertaking.
17. The successful bidder shall have to execute an agreement with CEO, Sonamarg Development Authority regarding adherence to the terms and 

conditions as may be prescribed by the Department during the course of the contract period. The bidder shall have to bear all the costs and expenses 
for executing this agreement/license deed. 

18. The successful bidder shall have to handover the property to the CEO, Sonamarg Development Authority after completion of contract period with the 
list of inventory, received by him at the time of allotment/taking over.

19. The licensee shall not make any alterations or additions to the space/unit allotted, without seeking written permission from the CEO, Sonamarg 
Development Authority.

20. The successful bidder shall arrange on his own all necessary stationery, staff or any other requirements for providing efficient services to the clients.
21. The Licensee shall provide necessary uniform & name plates to the staff working in the premises & shall be responsible for any unfair act of the staff 

member for which, he shall be liable for criminal/civil action under rules/law if any required.
22. The Watch and ward of the property, maintenance of lawns and other subsidiaries and landscape, if any, shall be the sole responsibility of the 

licensee.
23. The licensee shall not, in any case, sub-let the premises to any other party. 
24. The successful bidder shall have to provide services to the best satisfaction of tourists/locals. The bidder shall have to ensure that there isn’t any 

complaint of misbehavior with the visitors/locals or by any of the staff member employed by the bidder in this regard. In case any complaint is 
received, action as warranted under rules shall be initiated against the bidder and penalty shall be imposed upon the defaulters.

25. In case of any negligence in running the service or compliant pertaining to bad performance, the contract shall be terminated without any notice by 
the department.

26. The allotted premises shall be inspected periodically by the departmentally authorized officers and in case the services of the licensee are not found 
satisfactory, the contract shall be liable for cancellation without any notice.

27. Any damage caused to the Government property at the site will invite penalty amounting to double the cost of damage or replacement of the same 
whatever the case may be, as per assessment to be made by the CEO, Sonamarg Development Authority.

28. The Department shall reserve the right for using the space for any purpose or function or event as it may deem fit and no fee shall charged by the 
licensee in this regard.

29. The Department shall reserve the right for installation and outsourcing of any other activity within the premises of the park.
30. The successful bidder will have to abide by all the orders/communications issued by  Department from time to time during the period of contract as 

may necessitated in light of public unrest and law & order, security and in case of any other Administrative requirements.
31. The successful bidder shall ensure arrangement of furniture, electricity back up and   availability of standard crockery/cutlery in the unit, on his own.
32. During the contract period the maintenance of the asset/area, watch and ward as well as upkeep and daily cleaning/sweeping shall be the sole 

responsibility of the licensee. 
33. The successful bidder/License shall strictly adhere to all rules and regulations regarding commercial establishment, sanitation in vogue with focus 

on preservation of environment etc. within the territorial area and shall clear all applicable taxes like GST/IT etc. within the stipulated time. Any 
default on this account will be the sole responsibility of the successful bidder.

34. Any dispute arising out of or in connection with the contract, including any question regarding its existence, validity or termination, shall be referred 
Arbitration of Administrative Secretary incharge Tourism Department, Government of J&K, whose decision shall be final & binding upon the 
parties. The proceedings of the Arbitration shall be conducted under the provisions of the J&K, Arbitration & Conciliation Act, 1997 & rules and its 
amendment if any, framed there under.

35. Any natural or Anthropogenic/manmade calamity occurs.  The highest bidder/ licensee shall not seek extension of lease or relaxation, nor such 
claims shall be entertained by Sonamarg Development Authority.   

36. If the bidder intends to withdraw the agreed contract, he shall have to notify the Chief Executive Officer, Sonamarg Development Authority before 
three months without claim for refund of existing contract year.

37. If any minor repairs of the assets such as electrification, sanitary maintenance etc are to be done and these will be carried out by the licensee at his 
own cost, however, after seeking permission from the competent authority as per the direction of the inspecting authority from time to time which 
will help in maintenance of the asset.

38. Any bid submitted in contravention of the prescribed terms and conditions, guidelines, or procedures governing the e-auction process shall be 
treated as non-responsive and liable for outright rejection without any reason. Further, any bidder found to have violated the established e-auction 
rules, engaged in unfair practices, or submitted bids inconsistent with the notified business rules shall be liable to be debarred/blacklisted from 
participating in the present as well as future bidding processes of the Authority for a period as deemed appropriate by the competent authority.

39. No extensions shall be granted. The asset shall be outsourced afresh at the end of the license term.
40. The successful bidder has to run the asset as per the norms and conditions as prescribed within Tourist Trade Act in vogue.
41. The Authority shall not be responsible for any monitory loss due to any climate untowardness or due to any other reason.
 Sd/-
DIPK-NB-483-26 Chief Executive Officer
DT: 13/05/2026 Sonamarg Development Authority

DC Kulgam chairs Mega 
Block Diwas in Devsar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Continuing 
the public outreach initia-
tive aimed at taking gover-
nance to the doorsteps of  
the people, a Mega Block 
Diwas was Wednesday held 
at Devsar under the chair-
manship of  Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam.

The programme was 
attended by ADDC Altaf  
Ahmad Khan, Joint 
Director Planning (JDP), 
ACR, CEO, CMO, Execu-
tive Engineers, Tehsildar 
Devsar, BDO Devsar, and 
other district and sectoral 
officers.

Delegations from Kund, 
Maskhod, Chowgam, 
Bonigam, Check, Devsar, 
Berigam and several other 
villages participated in the 
programme.

During the event, the 
DC interacted with a large 
gathering of  residents 
from Devsar and adjoining 
areas, who apprised the 
administration of  various 
issues and demands relat-

ed to basic amenities and 
developmental needs.

Key issues highlighted 
by the public included 
completion and opera-
tionalisation of  filtration 
plants, strengthening of  
solid waste management 
systems, development of  
playfields, and establish-
ment of  children’s parks.

Residents of  Chowgam 
village raised concerns 

regarding augmentation 
of  staff  at the local health 
centre, besides construc-
tion and upgradation of  
roads and development of  
playfields in the area.

Several road connectiv-
ity issues were also pro-
jected by the public. The 
residents further demand-
ed construction of  a flood 
protection bund at Nava.

A delegation of  farm-

ers also demanded strict 
monitoring to ensure the 
availability of  quality pes-
ticides and fertilizers in the 
market.

People from various 
other villages also pro-
jected their developmental 
requirements and public 
issues before the district 
administration.

The DC gave a patient 
hearing to all grievances 
and assured the public 
that all genuine demands 
would be addressed in a 
time-bound manner. He 
directed the concerned 
officers to take immediate 
action on priority issues.

All issues and demands 
raised during the pro-
gramme were duly record-
ed for appropriate action 
and redressal.

On the occasion, reg-
istration and aware-
ness counters were also 
set up to disseminate 
information regarding 
various  gover nment 
schemes and facilitate 
on-the-spot registration 
of  eligible beneficiaries.

GMC hosts awareness programme on 

women safety, legal empowerment
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Gandhi 
Memorial College Srinagar 
Wednesday organized an 
awareness programme 
titled “Safe Women, Strong 
Society” in collaboration 
with District Legal Ser-
vices Authority to promote 
women’s safety, empower-
ment and legal awareness.

The programme was 
organized under the aegis 
of  the Internal Complaints 
Committee (POSH Act) of  the 
college with the objective of  
creating awareness regard-
ing women’s rights, legal 
safeguards and the collective 
responsibility of  society in 
ensuring a safe and equitable 
environment for women.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, Principal of  the col-
lege, Prof. Masood Ahmad, 
highlighted the impor-
tance of  building a society 
based on dignity, equal-
ity and mutual respect. He 
stressed the need for edu-
cational institutions to play 
an active role in sensitiz-
ing students about issues 
related to women’s safety 
and empowerment.

During the programme, 
resource persons deliber-
ated upon various legal 
frameworks, rights and 
institutional mechanisms 
available for the protection 
and welfare of women. They 
also encouraged students 
and participants to actively 
contribute towards fostering 
a culture of respect, equality 
and gender sensitivity.

SWD Srinagar organizes 
Awareness Session on importance 
of Reproductive Health

PD&SJ Ganderbal chairs 

2nd UTRC meeting

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Princi-
pal District & Sessions 
Judge (PD&SJ)/Chairman 
District Legal Services 
Authority, Ganderbal, 
Abdul Nasir, conducted the 
2nd Under Trial Review 
Committee (UTRC) meet-
ing Wednesday, with the 
objective of  ensuring 
timely review and release 
of  undertrial prisoners, 
thereby promoting their 
rights and access to justice.

The meeting was held 
in the office chamber of  
the Principal District & 
Sessions Judge, and was 
attended by  Jatin Kishore, 
District Magistrate, Gan-
derbal; Sudhanshu Dhama, 
Senior Superintendent of  
Police, Ganderbal; Sheikh 
Babar Hussain, Secretary 
DLSA, Ganderbal; Shafat 
Ahmad, Public Prosecutor, 
Sessions Court, Ganderbal; 
Shahbaz Hussain, DySp, 
Central Jail, Srinagar; 
Khursheed Ahmad (I/C) 
Public Prosecutor, Addll. 
Sessions Court, Gander-
bal; Showkat Ali (Inspec-
tor), In charge Subsidiary 
Jail Dignibal, Ganderbal, 
and Sajid Irfan, Deputy, 
LADC Ganderbal.

The UTRC convened to 
review the cases of  nine 

prisoners shortlisted by 
the Secretary, District 
Legal Services Authority, 
Ganderbal for consider-
ation, among them one 
UTP has been previously 
recommended for release 
by UTRC. After thorough 
consideration, the commit-
tee decided to recommend 
six UTPS for release.

The meeting under-
scores the commitment of  
the District Legal Services 
Authority, Ganderbal, 
to uphold the principles 
of  justice and ensure the 
rights of  undertrial prison-
ers are safeguarded. The 
authority remains dedicat-
ed to promoting access to 
justice and protecting the 
rights of  the marginalized 
and vulnerable sections of  
society.

The recommendations 
made by the UTRC will be 
forwarded to the compe-
tent authorities for nec-
essary action, and it is 
expected that the release 
of  the undertrial prisoners 
will bring relief  to the pris-
oners and their families.

The District Legal Ser-
vices Authority, Gander-
bal, will continue to work 
tirelessly to ensure that 
justice is served and the 
rights of  all individuals 
are protected.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Social Wel-
fare Department (SWD) 
through the SANKALP 
Hub for Empowerment of  
Women Srinagar organized 
an awareness session on 
reproductive health and 
hygiene for women at Mis-
sion Poshan Zone Khonmoh.

The programme aimed 
to create awareness among 
women and adolescent 
girls regarding the impor-
tance of  reproductive 
health, personal hygiene, 
proper nutrition, and pre-
ventive healthcare practic-
es. The session saw enthu-
siastic participation from 
local women, Anganwadi 
workers, as well as preg-
nant and lactating mothers 
from the area.

During the programme, 
Dr. Sabiya Wani from the 
Department of  Health 
served as the resource 
person and delivered an 
informative session on 
key aspects of  women’s 
health. She emphasized 
the importance of  men-
strual hygiene, maintain-
ing a balanced diet, timely 
medical check-ups, and 
early identification of  
health concerns to ensure 
the overall well-being of  
women. She also informed 
participants about various 

government schemes and 
healthcare services avail-
able for women under dif-
ferent social welfare and 
health initiatives.

Officials from SANK-
ALP Hub for Empower-
ment of  Women Srinagar 
highlighted that awareness 
and education are essen-
tial tools for empowering 
women and strengthening 
community health. They 
encouraged participants 
to share the knowledge 
gained during the session 
with their families and 
communities, helping to 
promote healthy practices 
and remove the stigma 
often associated with 
reproductive health issues.

The participants appre-
ciated the initiative and 
expressed the need for 
organizing more such 
awareness programmes 
at the grassroots level to 
improve health aware-
ness and ensure better 
outcomes for women and 
adolescent girls.

The programme con-
cluded with an interac-
tive discussion, where 
participants shared their 
concerns and experiences, 
followed by the distribu-
tion of  informational mate-
rial to further enhance 
awareness on reproductive 
health and hygiene.

100-Day Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan intensified across Budgam

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: District 
Administration Budgam 
has intensified activities 
under the 100-Day Inten-
sive Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan across the dis-
trict with an aim to create 
mass awareness against 
drug abuse and promote 
a healthy and drug-free 
society.

As part of  the ongo-
ing campaign, a series of  
awareness and outreach 
programmes are being 
organised in educational 
institutions and public 
spaces involving active 
participation of  students, 
teachers, officials and com-
munity members. Various 
departments including 
Education, Health, Social 
Welfare, Police, Youth Ser-
vices & Sports and other 
stakeholder agencies are 
jointly conducting aware-
ness drives to sensitise 
youth about the harmful 
effects of  substance abuse.

In continuation of  the 
campaign activities, essay 
competition and debate 
programmes were today 
conducted at Government 
Higher Secondary School 
(GHSS) Budgam under the 
National Mental Health 

& Behaviour Awareness 
(NMBA) programme. Stu-
dents participated enthu-
siastically and expressed 
their ideas and aware-
ness on important social 
and behavioural issues 
through creative writing 
and engaging discussions.

The activities were 
aimed at promoting aware-
ness, critical thinking, 
effective communication 
and positive behavioural 
values among students 
while encouraging them to 
stay away from substance 
abuse and other harmful 
practices.

Teachers and organis-
ers appreciated the active 
involvement, creativity 
and confidence displayed 
by the participants during 
the programme.

The 100-day campaign 
focuses on preventive 
awareness, behavioural 
change, counselling sup-
port and community par-
ticipation to effectively 
address the growing con-
cern of  drug abuse. Aware-
ness rallies, seminars, 
interactive sessions and 
youth engagement pro-
grammes are also being 
organised across different 
areas of  the district under 
the initiative.

Javed Rana reviews development 
works, annual action plan for Poonch

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology 
& Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana, 
Wednesday chaired a meet-
ing with the senior officers of  
PHE, Irrigation & Flood Con-
trol and PWD departments 
of Poonch at Civil Secretariat 
here to review the develop-
ment works and issues con-
cerning the district.

During the meeting, 
detailed discussion was held 
on sector-wise priorities, ongo-
ing projects and proposed new 
works under the plan.

The Minister stressed the 
need for realistic planning, 
timely execution and optimal 
utilisation of resources. He 
directed the officers to ensure 
that the Annual Action Plan 
reflects the actual needs of  
the people, with a focus on 
improving the basic infra-
structure, drinking water 
supply, road connectivity, 
healthcare facilities and edu-
cation services.

Emphasising transparen-

cy and accountability, Javed 
Rana asked the departments 
to maintain close coordina-
tion and adhere strictly to 
the set timelines for projects 
completion. He also under-
scored the importance of  
involving the elected repre-
sentatives in the planning 
process to ensure inclusive 
and need-based development.

The Minister called for 
prioritising the works that 
have maximum public 
impact, particularly in 
remote and under served 
areas of the district. He fur-
ther directed the officers to 
closely monitor the progress 
on key projects and resolve 
the existing bottlenecks in 
a time-bound manner. He 
emphasised that focus should 
be laid on remote and border 
areas of  the district that 
have historically remained 
underserved. He underlined 
that no segment of the popu-
lation should be left behind 
in the development process, 
and that field-level execu-
tion must match the intent 
of policy.
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Sreejesh not fired, his term is over: 
HI responds to explosive remarks by 
outgoing junior men’s coach

IANS

NEW DELHI: After P.R. 
Sreejesh’s allegations 
about him being removed 
from the Indian junior 
men’s hockey coach-
ing setup, Hockey India 
on Wednesday issued a 
detailed clarification, 
asserting that the former 
goalkeeper’s coaching 
tenure had concluded “as 
per contract” and deny-
ing claims that he was 
removed to accommodate 
a foreign coach.

T h e  f e d e r at i o n ’ s 
response came shortly 
after Sreejesh publicly 
expressed disappointment 
over what he described 
as the possible end of  his 
coaching career, question-
ing Hockey India’s contin-
ued reliance on overseas 
coaches despite the avail-
ability of  experienced 
Indian candidates.

In an official statement, 
Hockey India said, “Hockey 
India would like to state 
that the coaching term for 
P.R. Sreejesh was officially 
concluded as per contract in 
December 2025. After this, 
as per protocol, the position 
was advertised, and appli-
cants were shortlisted and 
finalised as per a proper 
selection process based on 
merit. A coach with distin-
guished qualifications has 
been selected as a result 

of  this process and will be 
announced shortly.”

The federation also 
rejected suggestions that 
Sreejesh had been “fired”, 
stating that an alternate 
role within the national 
development structure had 
been offered to him.

“We have in no terms 
“fired” Sreejesh and in 
fact had offered him the 
position of  Coach for the 
Development team, which 
plays a critical role for LA 
28 and the next Olympic 
cycle as well. This would 
have furthered his expe-
rience and exposure as a 
coach. However, he did not 
accept this position despite 
being asked to reconsider 
the decision,” the state-
ment said.

Sreejesh, who helped 

India secure a bronze 
medal at the Paris Olym-
pics before transitioning 
into coaching, had earlier 
alleged that Hockey India 
continued to prefer foreign 
coaches across all national 
teams. He had also claimed 
that he was informed the 
senior men’s team man-
agement wanted a foreign 
head coach for the junior 
side to ensure continuity in 
playing philosophy.

Addressing those 
remarks directly, Hockey 
India said, “In no terms 
has it ever been conveyed 
to him that there has been 
any preference for a foreign 
coach by the chief  coach. 
We are collectively work-
ing towards the vision of  
our government to build a 
pathway towards 2036, and 

a big part of  that process 
is to develop our Indian 
coaching talent.”

The federation further 
highlighted its investment 
in domestic coach education 
programmes, pointing to the 
nationwide expansion of  its 
coaching certification struc-
ture in recent years.

“Development of  the 
grassroots and homegrown 
coaches has always been 
central to the interests of  
Hockey India as a national 
sports federation. Hockey 
India's coaching pathway 
program has certified over 
600 homegrown coaches so 
far, and the program has 
had a nationwide impact. 
We have, in fact, aligned 
Indian coaches with our 
chief  coaches in our train-
ing camps to enhance their 
exposure and skills further.”

Sreejesh had guided 
the Indian junior side to 
podium finishes in all five 
tournaments during his 
18-month stint, including a 
bronze medal at the Junior 
World Cup. His social 
media post had triggered 
widespread debate over the 
opportunities available for 
former Indian players in 
elite coaching roles.

Concluding its statement, 
Hockey India reiterated its 
respect for the former India 
captain and expressed hope 
for his continued involve-
ment in the sport.

IPL 2026: Venkatesh, Duffy in as 

RCB elect to bowl against KKR, 

Chakaravarthy misses out
IANS

RAIPUR: Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru (RCB) have 
won the toss and elected 
to bowl first against Kol-
kata Knight Riders (KKR) 
in match 57 of  the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) 
2206 at the Shaheed Veer 
Narayan Singh Interna-
tional Stadium in Raipur 
on Wednesday.

The toss was delayed by 
1.5 hours due to rain and a 
wet outfield, but there’s no 
loss of  overs. A win would 
take RCB to the top of  the 
points table and closer to a 
top-two finish in the points 
table. KKR, currently on a 
four-game winning streak, 
need a victory to continue 
their impressive turn-
around and stay alive in the 
race to the playoffs.

After winning the toss, 
RCB skipper Rajat Pati-
dar said Venkatesh Iyer 
has come in for Romario 
Shepherd, while Suyash 
Sharma also missed out, 
and Jacob Duffy came in. “I 
think it's a similar wicket 
that we played last match, 
so I think it will behave 
in the same way. And it 
should be pretty good also, 
hard surface, but we'll try 
to keep them under pres-
sure while chasing.

“I don't think so. As I 
feel, both the wickets are 
pretty much the same, and 

there must be a variable 
bounce, but let's see how it 
goes. I think it was a tight 
match (vs MI), but I think 
it was a good game for us, 
and everyone has a lot of  
confidence after the way 
we played the last game," 
he added.

“It was a tight one, but 
everyone is looking good 
and looking forward to it. 
Every game is important. 
We are not looking at the 
table, but we are just focus-
ing more on playing good 
cricket,” he said.

KKR captain Ajinkya 
Rahane said wrist-spinner 
Varun Chakaravarthy 
misses out due to a niggle, 
and left-arm pacer Saurabh 

Dubey has been handed 
an IPL debut cap and will 
come on the field during 
their bowling innings.

“We wanted to bowl 
first as well. Absolutely, 
yes (we have a chance to 
be in the playoffs). I mean, 
the last four games have 
been really good for us as 
a team. Everyone started 
to do really well. For us, 
sometimes the game tells 
you to keep things really 
simple. For us, it's all about 
taking one game at a time, 
keeping it really simple.

“Then, as I said, it's all 
about respecting the oppo-
nents and winning those 
small moments. So, just 
really looking forward to 

the game. I think it's just a 
belief, probably. As I said, 
we started winning those 
small, small moments. This 
format is all about that.

“One over here and there 
can change the game. I 
thought we've been bowling 
really well as a bowling unit. 
But, you know, winning 
those small moments in this 
format is really important. 
Every single game is really 
important,” he said.

Playing XIs:
Kolkata Knight Riders: 

Finn Allen, Ajinkya 
Rahane (captain), Ang-
krish Raghuvanshi (wk), 
Cameron Green, Rinku 
Singh, Manish Pandey, 
Rovman Powell, Sunil 
Narine, Anukul Roy, 
Kartik Tyagi, and Vaibhav 
Arora

Impact substitutes: 
Saurabh Dubey, Raman-
deep Singh, Tejasvi Singh 
Dahiya, Navdeep Saini, and 
Tim Seifert

Royal Challengers Beng-
aluru: Jacob Bethell, Virat 
Kohli, Rajat Patidar (cap-
tain), Jitesh Sharma (wk), 
Krunal Pandya, Tim David, 
Venkatesh Iyer, Rasikh 
Salam, Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar, Josh Hazlewood, 
and Jacob Duffy

Impact substitutes: 
Devdutt Padikkal, Jordan 
Cox, Mangesh Yadav, 
Swapnil Singh, and Roma-
rio Shepherd

Basketball: India to host FIBA U18 Asia Cup 2026 at Ahmedabad
IANS

BEIRUT (LEBANON): 
India will host the FIBA 
U18 Asia Cup 2026 in 
Ahmedabad from August 
13 to 23, 2026. The FIBA 
Regional Office-Asia con-
firmed on Wednesday that 
this will be the third time 
the country has held the 
continent’s premier youth 
basketball tournament.

Ahmedabad, one of  
India’s fastest-growing 
sports cities, will welcome 
16 of  the best U18 national 
teams from Asia and Ocea-
nia for the biennial tourna-
ment. The city is home to 
the world’s largest cricket 
stadium and will host 
the 2030 Commonwealth 
Games. It is also bidding for 
the 2036 Olympics, which 
strengthens its standing as 
an important international 
sports destination.

India hosted the tourna-
ment in Bengaluru in 2004 

and Kolkata in 1998. Both 
events were historically 
significant for Asian bas-
ketball.

In 2004, Iran won the 
championship in Benga-
luru by winning all eight 
of  their matches, includ-
ing the final against Korea. 
This victory was Iran’s 
first continental basketball 
title and marked the rise of  

Team Melli as a major force 
in Asian basketball.

The 1998 tournament in 
Kolkata is also known for 
the international debut of  
Chinese basketball legend 
Yao Ming. Yao led China to 
their sixth of  their record 
seven titles and became 
one of  the most influential 
figures in Asian basketball 
history.

Defending champions 
Australia will return to 
defend the title they won 
in Amman, Jordan, in 2024. 
They will be joined by New 
Zealand and 13 other teams 
that qualified from region-
al tournaments in Asia.

Kazakhstan was the first 
team to qualify after domi-
nating the Central Asian 
Basketball Association 

(CABA) U18 Championship 
earlier this year.

The South Asian Basket-
ball Association qualifiers 
will be in Colombo from May 
25 to 29. East Asia qualifiers 
are set for Fukuoka, Japan, 
from June 2 to 7. Southeast 
Asian qualifiers will happen 
in Krabi, Thailand, from 
June 10 to 14, while Gulf  
region qualifiers will take 
place in Doha.

During the group stage, 
the 16 teams will be divided 
into four groups of  four. 
The top three teams from 
each group will move on 
to the knockout phase, 
with group winners going 
directly to the quarter-
finals.

This tournament is also 
important because the top 
four teams will qualify for 
the FIBA Under-19 Basket-
ball World Cup 2027, which 
will be held in Pardubice, 
Czechia, from June 26 to 
July 4, 2027.

IPL 2026: Focus on things I can do instead of 
overthinking what is not happening, says Jitesh

IANS

RAIPUR: Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru wicketkeep-
er-batter Jitesh Sharma 
has said he is staying 
positive despite a lean run 
with the bat this season 
by focusing on his wick-
etkeeping, team feedback 
and intent, rather than 
overthinking what is not 
going his way.

Jitesh has endured a 
disappointing time with 
the bat, scoring just 82 
runs in the 11 matches so 
far. “Some people see the 
glass half  empty, some 
see it half  full. Similarly, 
I understand that I’m not 
scoring runs right now, but 
I focus on how much effort 
I can put into my keeping.

“Also, on how much 
feedback I can give the 
team or how much I can 
help the captain. I focus on 
the things I can do instead 
of  overthinking the things 
that are not happening. 
I focus on what’s going 
well,” Jitesh said in a pre-
game chat with the broad-
casters.

On the challenge of  
keeping to varied bowl-
ers, especially to Krunal 
Pandya, Jitesh explained, 
“I wouldn’t say difficult, 
it’s exciting because nor-
mally you keep wickets in 
a certain way, but they’ve 
brought something new 
into the sport. So as a crick-
eter, it excites you when 
something new comes up. 
It’s exciting, keeping for 
Hazlewood, Bhuvi bhai, 
and Krunal bhai.”

A win over Kolkata 
Knight Riders will put 

defending champions RCB 
firmly on course for enter-
ing the playoffs. Speaking 
about pitch conditions in 
Raipur, which will change 
due to rain and wet out-
field, Jitesh said, “Nobody 
can ever be 100 percent 
sure about how a wicket 
will play. As the game pro-
gresses, you have to keep 
adapting. Yes, I stay close 
to the wicket, but still you 
can’t be completely sure. 
Your intent, however, 
should always be right, 
that’s the key.”

'He is becoming an accomplished 
leader': Rayudu praises Gill's captaincy

IANS

NEW DELHI: Former 
India batter Ambati 
Rayudu praised Shubman 
Gill for his growing matu-
rity as captain, saying the 
Gujarat Titans (GT) skip-
per now looks sorted and 
settled while leading the 
side in IPL 2026.

Gill’s leadership once 
again came under the 
spotlight after the Gujarat 
Titans (GT) climbed to the 
top of  the points table with 
a dominant 82-run victory 
over Sunrisers Hyderabad 
at the Narendra Modi Sta-
dium in Ahmedabad.

“He looks so sorted and 
settled as a captain, com-
pared to what we have 
seen him in the first season 
that he has led. So, he is 
now becoming an accom-
plished leader, slowly but 
steadily, he is really get-
ting up there,” Rayudu told 
ESPNCricinfo.

Rayudu also reflected 
on discussions surround-
ing Gill’s handling of  spin 
bowlers during his early 
days as captain, particu-
larly during his stint lead-

ing India in Test cricket on 
the England tour.

“The parameter gen-
erally is how a captain 
handles spin, and that is 
something that was a point 
of  discussion when he cap-
tained India in a couple of  
Test matches in England as 
well,” he said.

However,  Rayudu 
believes Gill has adapted 
smartly to the Gujarat 
Titans’ current strengths 
by showing greater trust 
in the pace attack led by 
Kagiso Rabada, Moham-
med Siraj, Jason Holder, 
and Prasidh Krishna.

“But apart from that, 

there have been occasions 
wherein he has shown 
greater faith in the faster 
bowlers than the spinners, 
and once you have the 
calibre of  Rashid Khan, at 
times he has been under-
bowled,” Rayudu said.

“But having a line-up of  
five fast bowlers and if  they 
are doing well and if  they 
are successful, why do you 
want to unnecessarily dis-
turb the pattern of  play,” 
he added. Rayudu further 
explained that Gill’s will-
ingness to back his pacers 
instead of  forcing spin into 
the attack reflects a grow-
ing tactical maturity.


