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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA

...PAGE: 03

A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

From the consecration of the rebuilt Somnath on May 
11, 1951, to this day, this center of faith has ignited 
the deepest spirit in every Indian. I am confident that 
Somnath's blessings will continue to inspire us to 
march forward with renewed resolve.

Rain, Thunderstorms 
Likely Across J&K 
Today: MeT

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Meteo-
rological Department on 
Monday forecast light to 
moderate rain, thunder-
storms and gusty winds 
across Jammu and Kash-
mir on Tuesday, while 
advising people to suspend 
boating and farm opera-
tions during the period.

The MeT department 
said the weather remained 
generally cloudy across 
many places on Monday 
with intermittent spells of  
rain and thundershowers.

It said similar weather 
conditions are likely to 
continue on Tuesday with 
one or two spells of  light to 
moderate rain and thun-
dershowers at most places.

“There is a possibility of  
hailstorm, thunder, light-
ning and gusty winds with 
speeds of  50-60 kmph at a 
few places in Kashmir and 
Jammu divisions, mainly 
during afternoon, evening 
and night hours,” the advi-
sory, accessed by the news 
agency—Kashmir  News 
Observer (KNO) said.

The department advised 
people to suspend boating 
and shikara riding P-06

“THE CHALLENGE OF DRUG ADDICTION CAN BE ERADICATED ONLY THROUGH A WHOLE 
of Society Approach. From now on, every corner of Union Territory, whether schools, colleges, families, sports grounds, wards, 
villages, or theater stages, should give a voice to the cause with firm resolve,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

D
IPK-1187/26   DATED: 10/05/2026

CM Meets HM Shah, 
Discusses Statehood, Key 
Issues Concerning J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Monday 
met Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah here and held 
detailed discussions on a 
range of  important issues 
concerning Jammu & Kash-
mir.

During the meeting, the 
two leaders discussed several 
significant matters including 
restoration of  Statehood, 
Transaction of  Business 
Rules, rationalisation of  res-
ervation and other key gov-
ernance and public welfare 
issues related to Jammu & 
Kashmir.

The meeting also deliber-
ated on the prevailing secu-
rity and economic situation 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
with emphasis on ensuring 

sustained peace, stability 
and inclusive growth for the 
people of  J&K.

Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah stressed the impor-
tance of  addressing gover-
nance-related concerns and 
accelerating developmental 
and welfare initiatives to 
meet the aspirations of  the 
people.

He also highlighted the 
need for continued coordina-
tion between the Centre and 
the Jammu & Kashmir Gov-
ernment on issues of  public 
importance.

The discussions were 
held in a cordial atmosphere 
and covered various aspects 
aimed at strengthening gov-
ernance, improving public 
service delivery and ensur-
ing long-term peace and 
prosperity in the region.

Somnath Temple Survived Invasions 
To Inspire New India: LG Sinha
J&K Admin Marks Somnath Swabhiman Parv With Religious Ceremony, Public Event

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha hailed 
the Somnath Temple as a 
symbol of  India’s “unbroken 
faith and unyielding resolve,” 
saying the shrine had sur-
vived repeated invasions and 
destruction to emerge as a 
beacon of  national and spiri-
tual resurgence.

Addressing a public gather-
ing during the “Somnath Swab-
himan Parv” celebrations at 
Lok Bhavan in Srinagar, Sinha 
said the temple represented the 
endurance of India’s civiliza-
tional identity and continued to 
inspire the country’s aspirations.

The Lieutenant Governor 
said despite countless atroci-
ties and invasions by aggres-
sors, Somnath has remained a 
guiding light ushering Bharat 
towards new horizons.

“From the consecration 
of  the rebuilt Somnath on 
May 11, 1951, to this day, this 
center of  faith has ignited the 
deepest spirit in every Indian.  

I am confident that Somnath's 
blessings will continue to 
inspire us to march forward 
with renewed resolve,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

He also stated that Som-
nath Temple has always 
awakened new possibilities 
across the nation and laid 
foundation of  a new India.

“Somnath is a celebration 
of  India's rich spiritual and 
cultural heritage. Somnath 
embodies the divinity of  our 
land. Somnath is eternal 
prayer. Somnath is inseparable 
from our culture and its sancti-
ty lives in every Indian heart,” 

the Lieutenant Governor said.
The Lieutenant Governor 

observed that Somnath is the 
very core of  our eternal cul-
ture’s existence and its purity 
is intertwined with the soul 
of  every Indian.

“Somnath is the divinity of  
India. Somnath is dedication. 
Somnath is devotion. Somnath 
is eternal prayer. Somnath is the 
thirst for truth. Somnath is the 
radiant light of luminous saints. 
Somnath is our pride. Somnath 
is our strength,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
said that no other temple or 
sacred site P-06

LG Inaugurates 
National Youth 
Festival- Aarohan 
2026 In Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gover-
nor, Manoj Sinha Monday inau-
gurated National Youth Festival- 
Aarohan 2026 in Srinagar.

The Lieutenant Governor said 
this event declares a new vision 
of  ‘Rise, Shine, and Conquer' to 
our youth which encapsulates a 
complete philosophy that lights 
the path to the future, a promise, 
and a bold challenge to build a 
developed India @2047.

"National Youth Festival is 
also a proclamation that the time 
for youth has arrived. Through 
Youth Festival's "Young Leaders 
Dialogue," we are laying the very 
foundation and the framework on 
which the next chapter of  India's 
glorious heritage will stand tall," 
the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant P-06

      'Peace Key To Tourism Growth'

Parliamentary Panel Reviews 
Smart City Works In Srinagar CS Reviews Census-

2027 Preparedness
Emphasizes Public Participation In 
Self-Enumeration From May 17

      Anti-Drug Campaign

Police Make Arrests, Demolish, 
Attach Properties Across Kashmir

   'Until Situation Becomes Normal'

PM Modi Reiterates Call For WFH, Reduced Fuel Use

REHAN QAYOOM

S R I NAGA R :  T h e 
18-member Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee 
on Housing and Urban 
Affairs, led by Chairper-

son Magunta Sreeniva-
sulu Reddy, on Monday 
visited Srinagar to review 
ongoing Smart City initia-
tives, urban infrastruc-
ture development and 
civic improvement P-06

AGENCIES

VADODARA: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Monday reiterated his 
call for reduced fuel con-
sumption, greater use of  
public transport and elec-
tric vehicles by citizens, 
and urged people to defer 
gold purchases amid the 
West Asia crisis which 
has caused large-scale 
disruptions.

Addressing a gather-
ing in Vadodara after 
inaugurating the Sardar 
Dham Hostel built by the 
Patidar community, Modi 
appealed to people to opt 
for work from home, a 
pandemic-era practice, 
wherever possible and 
reduce foreign travel.

"The West Asia crisis 
is one of  the worst in the 
decade; just as we over-
came the COVID-19 pan-
demic, we will come out 

of  this also," the Prime 
Minister asserted.

Modi noted citizens 
had always fulfilled their 
responsibilities whenever 
the country faced war or 
any other major crisis.

"Whenever India faced 
war or any other major 
crisis, citizens fulfilled 
their responsibilities 
upon the government's 

appeal; we need to do the 
same today," the PM told 
the gathering.

The prime minister 
stressed the need for 
reduced imports -- India 
heavily relies on West 
Asia for crude oil and 
LPG -- and avoid unneces-
sary expenditure involv-
ing foreign currency.

"We must make every 

effort to reduce the use 
of  imported products and 
avoid personal activities 
that involve spending 
foreign currency," Modi 
maintained.

Calling for fuel con-
servation measures, he 
urged people to reduce 
fuel consumption and 
shift to public transport 
or electric vehicles.

He appealed to citi-
zens to defer gold buying 
in view of  the prevailing 
global situation as a sig-
nificant amount of  for-
eign exchange goes into 
importing the precious 
metal.

Modi had spoken about 
these austerity measures 
for the first time in the 
backdrop of  the West 
Asia crisis while speaking 
at an event in Telangana 
on Sunday and reiterated 
them in Gujarat a day 
later.(PTI)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  
Secretary, Atal 
Dulloo Monday 
chaired the 
3rd meeting 
of  the UT 
Level Census 
C o o r d i n a -
tion Committee 
here to review the 
preparedness for the 
initial phase of  Self-
Enumeration and 
House Listing activi-
ties for Census 2027 
across the districts of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Chief  Secre-
tary took this occa-
sion to emphasize 
on the need for con-
ducting vigorous and 
comprehensive train-
ing programmes for 
both Enumerators 
and Supervisors 
to ensure the high-
est standards of  
accuracy and reli-
ability in data cap-
turing during the 
Census process. He 
underscored that 

well-trained field 
functionaries would 
be key to maintain-

ing the integrity 
and credibility 

of  the entire 
enumeration 
exercise.

He further 
directed that 

the formation 
and demarcation of  

House Listing Blocks 
(HLBs) be completed 
well before the com-
mencement of  enu-
meration so that 
the process remains 
seamless, exhaustive 
and free from any 
lacunae. He stressed 
upon close monitor-
ing of  the progress 
at district and charge 
levels to avoid delays 
and ensure proper 
ground preparedness.

The Chief  Secre-
tary also called for 
launching effective 
and coordinated pro-
motional campaigns 
involving different 
departments and 
stakeholders P-06

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Police on 
Monday said seven alleged 
drug peddlers were arrested 
in separate operations 
in Sopore, Anantnag 
and Pulwama dis-
tricts across Kash-
mir, while contra-
band substances 
including charas, 
codeine phosphate 
and psychotropic tablets 
were recovered from their 
possession.

The action, was carried 
out as part of  the ongoing 
“Nasha Mukt Jammu and 
Kashmir Abhiyaan”

A police spokesman in a 
statement said that in Sopore 
two persons were arrested 
during naka checking at 
Janwara crossing after they 

allegedly tried to flee 
from the spot. Alpra-
zolam tablets were 
recovered from their 
possession.

The accused were 
identified as Faisel 

Majeed Mir of  Janwara 
and Naseer Ahmad Lone 

of  Hathlangoo, police said.
In another operation in 

Sopore, police intercepted 
two more persons at Malpora 
crossing and recovered psy-
chotropic substances P-06
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PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby informed to the general public that the licence of the 
Urban Poultry Dealers Association registered with the Labour 
Department under Registration No. 1221 has reportedly been 
lost during travel from Gol Market towards S.M.H.S Hospital, 
Srinagar. In this regard, a missing report/complaint has 
already been lodged with the concerned Police Station and 
the matter has also been brought to the notice of the Labour 
Commissioner, Srinagar. Anyone who finds the said licence/
document is requested to kindly contact the office bearers of 
the Association or hand it over to the nearest police station.
The public is further informed that if anybody misuses the lost 
licence/document for any unlawful activity, the Association 
shall not be held responsible for the same.

Issued by:
Parvaiz Ahmad Wani

President
Urban Poultry Dealers Association 

PUBLIC NOTICE
I want to change the name on electricity Bill Bearing consumer 
ID NO. 020503006635 from GHULAM MUHAMMAD WANI TO 
SAKEENA BANO If anybody has any objection in this regard He/
She may file his/her objection in the office of the Subdivision 
TULLMULLA PDD Ganderbal. within a period of 07 days from 
the date of publication of this notice. after that no objection 
will be entertained. 

SAKEENA BANO  
W/O LATE GHULAM MUHAMMAD WANI 

R/o KACHAN GANDERBAL

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have applied for issuance of Discharge Certificate of my 8th 
class from Govt. High School Gogigund Ganderbal, where I had 
taken admission on 01-12-1998 under Admission No. 154 
class Rollno 12. If anybody has any objection in this regard, he/
she may file the same before the concerned school within the 
stipulated period. After that, no objection shall be entertained.

Name: AFROZA  Jan
D/o:  Ab Rehman Mir

R/o. Gogigund Ganderbal

PUBLIC NOTICE
I want to change my name in my R.C  bearing No: JK16B 5112  
FROM AKBAR SHEIKH GOJER TO   MOHMAD AKBAR SHEIKH 
GOJER (as per aadhar card).
If anybody having any objection in this regard he/ she may file 
the same before the concerned authority within a period of seven 
days from the date of publication of this notice after that no 
objection shall be entertained.

NAME: MOHMAD AKBAR SHEIKH  GOJER 
S/O SHAHZADA SHEIKH GOJER

 R/O MANIGAM GANDERBAL

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER GANDERBAL

NOTICE
Whereas, an application for Re-Registration Received In Respect 
of LMV Motor Car Bearing Registration No. DL8CAM2307, Chas-
sis No. MEEHSRCF6F3001634, Engine No. E001725 In favour 
of OMER KHAN S/o NAZIR AHMAD KHAN, Resident of RANGIL 
NAGBAL Ganderal (Transferee). Now, Therefore it is notified for 
the information of the general public that the representation/ 
objection, if any in connection with proposed Re registration 
/Transfer will be received with in seven days from the date of 
publication of this notice to the address of the under signed No, 
representation /objection shall be considered unless it is made 
in written and shall be submitted with in the aforesaid period.
No.JK/ARTOG./MVD/GBL/266 Sd/-
Dated: 11-05-2026 Authorized Signatory
 Assistant Regional Transport Officer
 Ganderbal

Parliamentary panel inspects 
riverfront, Lal Chowk smart 
city Projects in Srinagar

IAS probationers of AGMUT 
Cadre call on CM Omar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A group of  
Indian Administrative 
Service (IAS) probationers 
from the AGMUT Cadre 
called on Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah here 
Monday.

The probationers 
included Alfred Thomas, 
Ruchika Jha, Mohd. Haris 
Mir, Shagun Singh, and 
Jitendra Kumar.

During the interac-

tion, the Chief  Minister 
enquired about their cur-
rent postings in Jammu 
and Kashmir and discussed 
the administrative nature 
of  their assignments and 
general functioning.

Wishing the young offi-
cers success in their future 
endeavors, the Chief  Min-
ister urged them to work 
with dedication and com-
mitment toward the better-
ment of  the people and the 
nation.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee 
on Housing and Urban 
Affairs reviewed the prog-
ress of  Smart City and 
urban development proj-
ects during a study visit to 
Srinagar.

The visit was part of  the 
Committee’s programme 
for 2025–26 aimed at assess-
ing the implementation of  
key urban development 
initiatives in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

During the visit, mem-
bers of  the Committee 
were briefed about projects 
related to urban infrastruc-
ture, housing, sanitation 
and municipal services. 
Discussions focused on 
improving urban gover-
nance, strengthening civic 
facilities and ensuring 
effective implementation 
of  flagship programmes of  
the Government of  India.

The Committee also 
carried out field visits 

to several major public 
infrastructure sites in the 
city, including the Jhelum 
Riverfront, Lal Chowk 
Public Square and Balidan 
Stambh, where members 
reviewed development 

and beautification works 
completed under the Smart 
City project.

Chief  Executive Officer 
of  Srinagar Smart City 
Limited, Faz Lul Haseeb, 
briefed the Committee 

about various Smart City 
initiatives being imple-
mented across Srinagar. 
He informed the members 
about projects aimed at 
improving public spaces, 
promoting pedestrian-
friendly infrastructure, 
enhancing urban mobility 
and strengthening civic 
amenities.

The members of  the 
Committee appreciated 
the works carried out 
under the Smart City pro-
gramme and stressed the 
need for sustainable, inclu-
sive and citizen-friendly 
urban development. They 
also emphasized further 
improvement of  civic infra-
structure and public ame-
nities in the city.

The visit gave the Com-
mittee firsthand insight 
into the Smart City initia-
tives in Srinagar and is 
expected to help in fram-
ing recommendations for 
strengthening urban devel-
opment and governance in 
the region.

Awareness Activities, 
Padyatras continue across 
Pulwama under NMBA

Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyaan

Hundreds of awareness, outreach 
events held across Shopian

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Diverse range 
of  awareness and out-
reach events numbering 
in hundreds were Monday 
conducted across district 
Shopian under the ongo-
ing 100 Day Nasha Mukht 
Jammu and Kashmir Abhi-
yan, witnessing proactive 
participation of  students, 
youth, teachers, coopera-
tive societies members, 
government departments 
and civil society members.

The day-long campaign 
featured pledge ceremo-
nies, group discussions, 
sports activities, yoga 
sessions, poster display 
campaigns, painting and 
counselling sessions, semi-
nars & debates and public 
interaction and aware-
ness programmes aimed 
at spreading awareness 
about the harmful effects 
of  drug abuse and promot-
ing a drug-free society.

Educational institutions 
across the district actively 
participated by organizing 
anti-drug awareness talks, 
sports activities and assem-
bly sessions to encourage 
students towards positive 
and healthy lifestyles.

Similarly, members 
of  cooperative societies, 
lambardars and other 
frontline workers also 
participated in engage-
ment and outreach activi-
ties in public spaces espe-
cially in business units, 
market places, medical 
shops, petrol pumps, play-
grounds etc.

Special awareness 
drives and outreach pro-
grammes were also car-
ried out by various gov-
ernment departments 
including RDD, Revenue, 
Poshan Projects, Ayush, 
Co-operative, Agri allied 
departments, and other 
departments as part of  the 
awareness campaign.

Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan

DC Kulgam inaugurates 

Basketball Tournament 

at Manzgam
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: As part of  the 
ongoing activities under 
the Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyaan, Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam Monday 
inaugurated a basketball 
tournament at Manzgam 
aimed at promoting sports 
and spreading awareness 
against drug abuse among 
youth.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC highlighted 
the importance of  sports 
and positive extracurricu-
lar activities in steering 
youth away from substance 
abuse and encouraging a 
healthy lifestyle. He said 

that such initiatives provide 
a constructive platform for 
young people to channel 
their energy and talent in a 
positive direction.

He also encouraged 
active participation 
of  youth in sports and 
social initiatives to build 
a healthy and drug-free 
society.

It was informed that 16 
teams are participating in 
the tournament, reflecting 
the enthusiastic involve-
ment of  local youth in 
the anti-drug awareness 
initiative through sports. 
SDM Noorabad, Bashir Ul 
Hassan, Tehsildar D.H. Pora 
and other officers were pres-
ent on the occasion.

DC Srinagar reviews progress 
of Revenue record digitisation

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Srinagar, 
Akshay Labroo Monday 
chaired a review meeting 
senior Revenue Officers 
at the Conference Hall of  
the DC Office Complex to 
assess tehsil-wise prog-
ress on key revenue mat-
ters, with specific focus on 
the digitisation of  revenue 
records in the district.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, Mir Imti-
yaz Ul Aziz, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Aadil Fareed, SDM West 
Irfan Bahadur, SDM East 
Zubair Ahmad, Assistant 
Commissioner Revenue 
Umar Gulzar, all Tehsil-
dars and other concerned.

At the outset, the DC 
undertook a detailed 
assessment of  the ongoing 
digitisation process across 
all Tehsils and directed 
Officers to expedite the 

remaining digitisation 
activities to ensure 100 per-
cent completion of  the pro-
cess by end of  this month.

While reviewing the 
progress of  digitisation of  
Revenue records in the dis-
trict, the DC was informed 
that over 75 percent of  
Revenue records have been 
digitised so far across Sri-
nagar district, while the 
work on the remaining 
records is progressing at 
a fast pace.

The DC stressed that 
digitisation of  Revenue 
records is a vital gover-
nance reform aimed at 
ensuring transparency, 
efficiency and citizen-
centric service delivery, 
besides facilitating easy 
access to land-related 
information. He instruct-
ed the officers to maintain 
close coordination and 
ensure accuracy in the 
digitised records to avoid 
discrepancies and inconve-
nience to the public.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: As part of the 
ongoing 100-day campaign 
under the Nasha Mukt 
Jammu and Kashmir Abhi-
yan , awareness and outreach 
activities continued across 
District Pulwama Monday 
with various departments 
and stakeholders organising 
programmes aimed at sen-
sitising the public about the 
harmful effects of drug abuse 
and promoting a healthy and 
drug-free society.

An awareness camp was 
organised at Panchayat Gad-
pora of Block Aripal, during 
which awareness sessions 
were conducted highlight-
ing the importance of  col-
lective efforts in curbing 
substance abuse. On the 
occasion, participants also 
took part in the Nasha Mukt 
pledge and a padyatra was 
also organised as part of  
the programme to spread 
awareness among the gen-
eral public regarding the 
harmful consequences of  
drug addiction and the need 
for active community partici-
pation in prevention efforts.

Similar awareness pro-
grammes were also organ-
ised at Namblabal Pampore 
and Ashmander Pampore, 

where participants were sen-
sitised about the objectives 
of the Nasha Mukt Jammu 
and Kashmir Abhiyan and 
encouraged to actively sup-
port the anti-drug campaign.

Meanwhile, the Social 
Welfare Department organ-
ised a series of awareness 
and outreach activities at 
various locations and educa-
tional institutions across the 
district under the campaign.

The activities featured 
awareness rallies, pledge 
ceremonies, signature cam-
paigns, pamphlet distribution 
drives, poster campaigns, 
debates and discussion ses-
sions focusing on prevention 
of  substance abuse and pro-
motion of  healthy lifestyles 
among youth and students. 
Short film and video screen-
ings highlighting the ill 
effects of  drug abuse were 
also conducted during the 
programmes.

Furthermore, the Educa-
tion Department organised 
discussions and interactive 
sessions across various edu-
cational institutions on the 
theme of “Myths vs Facts 
regarding Drug Menace” 
to create awareness among 
students and to promote 
informed and responsible 
behaviour.

DC Kulgam reviews 
implementation of "Classes 
of Joy Program" in district

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: A review meet-
ing regarding the imple-
mentation of  the Classes 
of  Joy program was held 
Monday at Mini Secretari-
at Kulgam under the chair-
manship of  Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, 
ShahzadAlam.

 The meeting was 
attended by Officers of  
education department, 
District Coordinators, 
concerned Resource Per-
sons, and members of  the 
Pratham team.

During the meeting, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
reviewed the performance 
and progress of  the previ-
ous year’s program in light 
of  the recently conducted 
baseline assessment of  stu-
dents from grades 3rd to 5th. 
Detailed discussions were 
held on the current learn-
ing levels of  children and 
the need for focused inter-
ventions to address learning 
gaps among students.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of  improving founda-
tional learning, the Deputy 
Commissioner directed all 
stakeholders to adopt suit-
able solutions through 
Pratham’s Teaching at 
the Right Level (TaRL) 
approach to effectively 
cater to the learning loss 
among children. It was 

stressed that the program 
must be implemented in 
its true letter and spirit to 
ensure meaningful learn-
ing outcomes.

The meeting also high-
lighted the need for assign-
ing dedicated teachers for 
both English and Math-
ematics in schools, who 
will be solely responsible 
for the implementation 
and smooth execution of  
the TaRL approach. Direc-
tions were issued to ensure 
proper academic support, 
regular practice, and con-
tinuous assessment of  stu-
dents to strengthen foun-
dational competencies.

Issues related to the 
availability of  teaching-
learning material, effective 
monitoring of  schools, and 
timely supervision were 
also discussed in detail.

 The DC instructed 
the concerned officials to 
ensure regular monitor-
ing and coordinated efforts 
at all levels so that the 
desired learning outcomes 
are achieved.

The meeting concluded 
with a strong emphasis on 
collective responsibility 
and committed efforts from 
all stakeholders to ensure 
improved performance 
and best possible results 
in the endline assessment 
scheduled for September 
and October.

Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan

B'pora admin organises Awareness Programmes 
across Educational Institutions

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: The ongo-
ing 100-Day Nasha Mukt 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Abhiyan continued across 
Bandipora district on 
Monday with awareness 
programmes, group dis-
cussions, essay competi-
tions, pledge ceremonies 
and IEC campaigns organ-
ised in various educational 
institutions and Panchayat 
Halqas to spread aware-
ness about the harmful 
effects of  drug abuse and 
promote a healthy and 
drug-free society.

Discussions on “Myths 
and Facts about Drug 
Addiction” were organised 
at Higher Secondary School 
Sumbal, HSS Nowgam, 
HSS Mantrigam, Govern-
ment HSS PTL Gurez, HSS 
Gadakhud, Government 
High School Naidkhai, 
High School Kehnusa, High 
School Achoora and other 
institutions.

Students and faculty 
members actively partici-
pated in the programmes, 
where speakers highlight-
ed the physical, psychologi-
cal and social consequenc-
es of  substance abuse and 
encouraged students to 
adopt healthy lifestyles.

Essay writing compe-
titions under the Nasha 
Mukt Abhiyan were 
organised at Government 
High School Nadihal, HSS 
Nowgam and Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 
School Chuntimulla, while 
pledge-taking ceremonies 

were held at Islamic Model 
School Wangipora and HSS 
Quilmuqam.

PM SHRI HSS Shadi-
pora also organised an 
awareness session and 
mass pledge under the 
campaign.

IEC campaigns and 
awareness activities 
were also conducted at 
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School Purana 
Tulail Gurez, Jurniyal-A, 
Nadihal-B, Dangerpora, 
Buglinder-A, HS Panar, HS 
Ahamsharief  and various 
Panchayat Halqas includ-
ing Dawar Gurez, Kawpora 
and Payeen Badugam.

The programmes wit-
nessed active participa-
tion of  students, teachers, 
Panchayat representatives 
and general public, reflect-
ing the continued commit-
ment towards the success-
ful implementation of  the 
Nasha Mukt Jammu and 
Kashmir Abhiyan across 
the district.
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CS calls for NABH accreditation, universal NQAS 
certification across health institutions

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo Monday chaired a 
comprehensive review meeting 
of  the National Health Mission 
(NHM) and allied healthcare 
programmes in Jammu and 
Kashmir and took stock of  the 
achievements, challenges and 
future roadmap of  the Health 
& Medical Education Depart-
ment for strengthening health-
care delivery across the Union 
Territory.

The meeting, besides Com-
missioner Secretary, Health & 
Medical Education, was attend-
ed by MD, NHM; Director, 
SKIMS; Principals of  Govern-
ment Medical Colleges; Direc-
tor, Health Services, Jammu/
Kashmir, besides other con-
cerned officers.

During the meeting, the 
Chief  Secretary stressed the 
need for further strengthen-
ing healthcare systems and 
directed that premier health-
care institutions in Jammu and 
Srinagar should immediately 
initiate the process for securing 
NABH accreditation.

He instructed each Medical 
College in these cities to desig-
nate a nodal officer for ensuring 
institutional preparedness and 
observed that other Medical 
Colleges and District Hospitals 
should subsequently follow the 
same model to improve quality 
standards and patient care ser-
vices across the UT to get accred-
ited under NABH framework.

Emphasizing the need for 
equitable healthcare access, 
the Chief  Secretary directed the 
department to ensure posting 
of  at least one Medical Officer 
in every Primary Health Centre 
and reiterated that no health 
institution across Jammu and 
Kashmir should remain with-
out a doctor.

He also called for expedit-
ing the tendering process for 
establishment of  Tele-ICU, 
Tele-Radiology and BEMMP 
facilities, stating that these 
initiatives would significantly 
strengthen tertiary care deliv-
ery and enable patients to avail 
advanced healthcare services 
closer to their homes.

Reviewing quality assurance 
measures, the Chief  Secretary 
directed the Directors of  Health 
Services to ensure certification 
of  all health facilities under 
the NQAS framework within 
the current year. He stressed 
that quality certification and 
adherence to healthcare stan-
dards are essential for improv-
ing service delivery and public 
confidence in government 
healthcare institutions.

The Chief  Secretary also 
reviewed the ongoing screening 
of  the population for Non-Com-
municable Diseases (NCDs) and 
emphasized intensifying efforts 
for screening people above 40 
years of  age. Describing NCDs 
as silent killers, he warned 
that these ailments could 
assume alarming proportions 
if  neglected and underscored 

the importance of  promoting 
lifestyle modifications and pre-
ventive healthcare measures 
among the general public.

He further called for 
strengthening Drugs & Vac-
cine Distribution Management 
System (DVDMS) to improve 
availability of  drugs under 
the Essential Drug List across 
healthcare institutions.

The Commissioner Secre-
tary, Health & Medical Educa-
tion, M. Raju, during the meet-
ing elaborated upon the steps 
taken by the department for 
implementation of  the direc-
tions issued previously and also 
gave a detailed overview of  the 
progress achieved under vari-
ous programmes being imple-
mented under NHM.

He maintained that Jammu 
and Kashmir has registered 
remarkable improvement in 
major healthcare indicators 
and has already achieved the 
Sustainable Development Goal 
targets for Neonatal Mortality 

Rate and Under-Five Mortality 
Rate besides meeting several 
National Health Policy targets 
ahead of  schedule.

Mission Director, NHM, 
Akriti Sagar apprised the meet-
ing that significant improve-
ment has been recorded in 
Neonatal Intensive Care Units 
(NICUs) and Sick Newborn 
Care Units (SNCUs), where 
the successful discharge rate 
of  neonates increased from 76 
percent during 2024-25 to 83 
percent in 2025-26, while neo-
natal deaths and referrals to 
higher institutions have shown 
a decline.

Reviewing the Rashtriya Bal 
Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK), 
she informed the meeting that 
more than 18.84 lakh children 
had been screened under the 
programme during the current 
financial year while over 1.51 
lakh children requiring treat-
ment were referred to higher 
healthcare institutions.

The review further high-

lighted remarkable institu-
tional delivery coverage in the 
UT, with nearly 99.82 percent 
deliveries during 2025-26 taking 
place in health institutions, 
reflecting improved maternal 
healthcare outreach and acces-
sibility. Under Janani Shishu 
Suraksha Karyakram (JSSK), 
more than 1.61 lakh pregnant 
women were provided free 
drugs and consumables while 
over 1.46 lakh women received 
free diet during hospitalization.

The meeting was also 
informed that Jammu and 
Kashmir has emerged as the 
top-performing region in the 
country in X-Ray utilization 
under the TB Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyaan 2.0 campaign. A total 
of  1,518 high-risk villages have 
been identified for intensified 
TB screening through special 
shivirs and the UT has already 
organized 333 screening camps 
with participation of  more than 
30,000 people.

It was informed that five 

districts including Anantnag, 
Budgam, Kulgam, Pulwama and 
Shopian have been declared TB-
free, while more than 5,500 TB 
patients are currently under-
going treatment in the UT with 
all patients linked to designated 
doctors for regular monitoring 
and treatment supervision.

Reviewing emergency 
healthcare services, the meet-
ing was informed that over 5.60 
lakh beneficiaries have availed 
services through the 102 and 108 
ambulance network in Jammu 
and Kashmir. The 104 Medical 
Helpline has catered to more 
than 12.82 lakh beneficiaries 
during 2025-26 and the pro-
posal for its round-the-clock 
operation has already received 
approval at the national level.

The review also highlighted 
the growing impact of  Tele-
MANAS services in providing 
mental health support across 
the UT. The Tele-MANAS cell 
established at IMHANS, GMC 
Srinagar has received over 1.53 
lakh calls till date, including 
calls related to substance abuse 
counselling.

Regarding Comprehensive 
Primary Healthcare services, 
the meeting was informed 
that 87 percent of  Ayushman 
Arogya Mandirs in the UT have 
been operationalized and are 
providing expanded healthcare 
packages including free drugs 
and diagnostic services. OPD 
attendance at these facilities 
has crossed 3.33 crore cumu-
latively during the last three 

financial years, indicating 
enhanced public trust in pri-
mary healthcare institutions.

The meeting also reviewed 
implementation of  the Pradhan 
Mantri National Dialysis Pro-
gramme under which dialysis 
facilities have been established 
in all districts and several Com-
munity Health Centres. More 
than 68,000 dialysis sessions 
were conducted during 2025-
26 and additional facilities are 
being developed for further 
expansion of  the programme.

While reviewing the National 
Programme for Prevention and 
Control of  Non-Communicable 
Diseases, the Chief Secretary was 
informed that more than 42 lakh 
people have been screened for 
hypertension and diabetes during 
the current financial year.

The meeting further 
reviewed progress achieved 
under the National Quality 
Assurance Standards frame-
work, where a substantial 
increase in certified health-
care institutions was reported. 
A total of  409 facilities have 
achieved certification till April 
2026 against only 12 facilities till 
March 2024.

The review also covered 
implementation of  telemedi-
cine services under e-Sanje-
evani, Hospital Management 
Information Systems, Tele-ICU 
and Tele-Radiology projects 
besides progress under PM-
ABHIM and Emergency COVID 
Response Package infrastruc-
ture projects.

Sajad Lone slams PDP, NC over 
“gifting” Rajya Sabha seat to BJP
Says Mehbooba Mufti creating, giving ruling party 
escape route on jobs

Deputy Chief Minister conducts 
extensive tour of Nowshera constituency
Stresses on quality, timely completion of ongoing 
development projects

Srinagar eatery shut after 

cockroach found in Biryani

No govt can fully stop alcohol 
consumption through laws 
alone: Ashok Koul

₹12.10 Lakh compensation 
disbursed to road accident 
victims’ families in RambanDC Srinagar hands over ambulance 

to CMO under CSR initiative

WARIS FAYAZ

SOPORE: Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) State 
General Secretary (Organ-
isation) Jammu & Kashmir 
on Monday said no govern-
ment can fully stop alco-
hol consumption through 
laws alone. He defended 
strict action against drug 
peddlers, including demo-
lition and attachment of  
their properties, saying 
such measures are neces-
sary to protect society and 
youth from the growing 
drug menace.

Speaking to report-
ers, Koul, said awareness 
campaigns were essential 
to discourage alcohol and 
drug consumption, adding 
that legislation alone 
cannot completely end 
such practices.

“Yes, we don't force any-
body to consume alcohol,” 
Koul said while react-
ing to the ongoing debate 
over alcohol regulation in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Backing the remarks 
of  Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah on the issue, the 
BJP leader said govern-
ments across the country 
have struggled to com-
pletely prohibit alcohol 
consumption through 
laws.

“There should be aware-
ness to stop the consump-
tion of  alcohol and drugs. It 
is not possible for any gov-
ernment to stop people from 
consuming alcohol by intro-
ducing laws. Wherever such 
laws have been enforced, the 
situation has become even 
worse,” he said.

Koul also reacted to 
remarks made by Minis-
ter Sakeena Itoo regard-
ing demolition and attach-
ment of  properties linked 
to alleged drug peddlers. 
He said the anti-narcotics 
crackdown had started 
in Jammu before being 
extended to Kashmir and 
should not be viewed from 
a religious perspective.

The BJP leader defend-
ed the action, saying strong 
measures were required 
to create fear among those 
involved in the narcotics 
trade.

“It is necessary, and if  
it is not done, how will it 
stop? They won't even fear 
and destroy our future,” 
he said.

On the issue of  state-
hood to Jammu and Kash-
mir, Koul said it would be 
restored at "an appropriate 
time" as promised by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah—(KNO) 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

RAMBAN: Deputy Com-
missioner Ramban Moham-
mad Alyas Khan Monday 
disbursed ₹12.10 lakh as 
compensation to the legal 
heirs of  deceased road acci-
dent victims and a minor 
injured in a road mishap.

The compensation has 
been provided under the 
J&K Road Accident Victim 
Fund based on the cases 
submitted by the ARTO.

An amount of  ₹1 lakh 
each was disbursed to the 
legal heirs of  12 deceased 
victims, while ₹10,000 
was provided to a minor 
injured in a road accident 
as immediate financial 
assistance.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner said that the initia-
tive reflects the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
extending timely support 
to families affected by 
tragic road mishaps and 

ensuring that relief  reach-
es deserving beneficiaries 
without delay.

The DC directed the con-
cerned officers to ensure 
that all such cases are 
processed promptly upon 
being reported so that 
affected families receive 
immediate assistance 
under the welfare mea-
sures meant for public 
support and relief.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also instructed the 
ARTO Ramban to intensify 
road safety awareness cam-
paigns across the district 
and ensure strict implemen-
tation of  road safety mea-
sures to minimize accidents. 
He emphasized the need to 
sensitize drivers, transport 
operators and the general 
public about safe driving 
practices, adherence to 
traffic rules, use of  seat 
belts and helmets and the 
importance of  responsible 
road behaviour.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

RAJOURI: Deputy Chief  
Minister Surinder Choud-
hary Monday conducted 
an extensive tour of  the 
Nowshera constituency in 
Rajouri district to assess the 
progress of  various ongoing 
developmental projects and 
review public service deliv-
ery across key sectors.

The Deputy Chief  
Minister visited the Sub-
District Hospital Sunder-
bani, where he inspected 
the healthcare facilities, 
patient care services and 
overall functioning of  
the hospital. He directed 
the concerned officers to 
ensure efficient healthcare 
delivery, adequate medical 
facilities and prompt public 
service for the people.

He also inspected the 
ongoing works at the PWD 
(R&B) Guest House Kangri 
and emphasized the need 
for timely completion of  
the project while maintain-
ing high quality standards.

At Siot Morh, the Deputy 
Chief Minister reviewed the 
progress on the Siot–Kala-
kote PMGSY Road project. 
Stressing the importance of  
improved road connectiv-
ity, he directed the execut-
ing agencies to expedite the 
work for the convenience of  
the local population.

The Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter, later, visited the under-
construction MCH Hospital 
at Lamberi and assessed the 

pace of  work on the project.
Reviewing the ongoing 

developmental works on 
Dhera Road, he reiterated the 
importance of  quality execu-
tion and timely completion 
to enhance connectivity and 
public convenience.

During his visit to Bag-
noti Nallah Bridge, the 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
inspected the ongoing con-
struction works. He direct-
ed the officers to expedite 
the project while ensuring 
durability and adherence to 
safety standards.

He also visited the I&FC 
Guest House Rajal and 
inspected the developmen-
tal works being carried out 
there. He stressed for effi-
cient execution and improve-
ment of  infrastructure facili-
ties for greater public benefit.

At the PWD (R&B) 
Guest House Nowshera, 
the Deputy Chief  Minister 
reviewed several ongoing 
developmental initiatives 
in the constituency.

Interacting with the 
officers, he reiterated the 
government’s commitment 
towards timely implemen-

tation of  public welfare and 
infrastructure projects.

The Deputy Chief  Min-
ister further visited the 
Sports Stadium Nowshera 
and inspected the ongoing 
developmental works at the 
stadium.

“The government is 
focused on creation of  sports 
infrastructure and develope 
better facilities to promote 
youth engagement and nur-
ture sporting talent in all 
areas,” he said.

The Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter also inspected the facili-
ties and functioning at Sub-
District Hospital Nowshera. 
He directed the authorities 
to ensure improved patient 
care, adequate medical infra-
structure and better health-
care services for the public.

Later, the Deputy Chief  
Minister visited the bridge 
project at Masiti Mohalla 
Nonial and reviewed the 
ongoing construction 
works. He stressed the 
need for timely completion 
of  the bridge to improve 
connectivity and facilitate 
smooth movement for local 
residents.

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: The Food 
Safety Team, Srinagar, has 
ordered the closure of  a 
food establishment after a 
viral video showed a cock-
roach in biryani, officials 
said here.

They said that on inspec-
tion, officials found poor 
hygiene and signs of  pest 
infestation at the premises. 
A food sample has been 
taken for testing, and legal 
action will follow for viola-
tions of  the Food Safety and 
Standards Act, 2006.

In a statement issued, a 
spokesperson of  the Food 
Safety Team, Srinagar, said 

they took cognisance of  a 
viral video circulating on 
social media regarding the 
presence of  a cockroach in 
biryani.

"The team inspected the 
concerned food establish-
ment and found it in poor 
hygienic condition. Evi-
dence of  cockroach infes-
tation was observed on the 
premises, and violations 
of  Schedule 4 of  the Food 
Safety and Standards Act, 
2006, were noted. A sample 
of  prepared food was lifted 
for analytical purposes as 
well," he said.

The spokesperson 
added, “The Food Business 
Operator had not carried 

out pest control, which is 
mandatory under the Act. 
In view of  these violations, 
the establishment has been 
closed, and a challan for 
violating various provi-
sions of  the Act will be 
submitted before the com-
petent court”.

All Food Business Opera-
tors are directed to ensure 
regular pest control and 
maintain hygiene as man-
dated under the Food Safety 
and Standards Act, 2006, the 
Food Safety spokesperson 
said, adding that failure 
to comply will invite strict 
action against defaulters 
as per the provisions of  the 
FSS Act—(KNO)

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Peoples Con-
ference president Sajad 
Lone came down heavily 
on both the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) and 
the National Conference 
(NC) over cross-voting 
in the Rajya Sabha polls 
held in 2025, alleging they 
staged a “fixed match” to 
help the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) win a seat. 
Lone also termed the out-
sourcing of  government 
jobs by the NC-led govern-
ment as “front-door loot,” 
while accusing Mehbooba 
Mufti of  confusing people 
over the issue and giving 
the ruling party an escape 
route.

Addressing a news 
conference here, Lone 
slammed the PDP over the 
non-appointment of  an 
authorized agent during 
the RS polls.

“We believe that the 
PDP had malafide inten-
tions. They intended to do 
something wrong, which is 
why they did not appoint 
an agent,” he said.

The PC president ques-
tioned Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah on wheth-
er he was unaware of  the 
PDP’s failure to appoint an 
authorized agent.

“Is it true that a sitting 
chief  minister came to 
know from the RTI that 
the PDP had not kept an 
agent?” he asked.

Slamming both PDP and 
NC, Lone said the parties 
that shouted the loudest 
against the BJP ultimately 
gifted it a seat.

“One did not keep an 
agent, the other did not 
object. And even today, 
there are diversion tactics. 
They are diverting,” Lone 
said.

He alleged that both PDP 
and NC had a tie-up with the 
BJP in the RS polls.

“The reason they did not 
appoint an agent is because 
they had a tie-up with the 
BJP. And the reason NC 
did not raise the issue is 
because they also had a 
tie-up,” he said.

The PC president 
termed the outsourcing 
of  government jobs by the 
government as “one lakh 
times worse” than back-
door appointments, calling 
it “front-door stealing.”

“I had asked a ques-
tion in the J&K Assembly: 
how many government 
jobs have you outsourced? 
The answer came, and 
they provided all of  them 
separately. I tallied it, and 
found that about 22000 to 

24000 people have jobs out-
sourced. These companies 
received about Rs 1000 
crores,” he said.

Lone described out-
sourcing of  jobs as a “den 
of  corruption” and “poison 
for society.” Referring to 
former CM Mehbooba Muf-
ti’s claim of  30000 backdoor 
appointments, he said: “If  
you don’t know, call and 
ask. Don’t confuse people. 
This is not backdoor, this 
is stealing from the front 
door.”

He accused Mehbooba 
Mufti of  giving the ruling 
party an escape route by 
framing the issue as back-
door appointments.

On the liquor ban row, 
Lone called it “drama” by 
both NC and PDP. “When 
NC was in opposition, they 
brought a bill to ban alco-
hol. PDP said no. When 
PDP came to power, NC 
brought the bill. Both issue 
permits when in power,” he 
said.

He added that none of  
them bans liquor when 
they are in power. “When 
they are in power, none of  
them bans it. When they 
are out of  power, you see 
whether it is PDP’s govern-
ment or this government, 
how many permits they 
issued,” Lone said—(KNO)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Sri-
nagar, Akshay Labroo on 
Monday handed over a 
fully equipped ambulance 
to the Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO) Srinagar procured 
by  IDBI Bank under the 
Corporate Social Responsi-
bility (CSR) initiative aimed 
at strengthening emergen-
cy healthcare services and 
improving medical trans-
portation facilities in the 
district.

Chief  Planning Officer, 
Fayaz Ahmad Dar, Assistant 
Commissioner Revenue, 
Umar Gulzar, Chief Medical 
Officer, Dr Tahir Sajad, ZMO, 
SR Gunj, Dr Shafaqat, ZMO, 
Zadibal, Dr Rubeena, Medi-
cal Superintendent JLNM 
Hospital, Dr Arshid, Asset 

Officer IDBI Bank, Virender 
Singh,  Branch Head IDBI, 
Karan Nagar, Shoeb Khan,  
Operation Manager, Haseeb 
Shakeel,   and other Officers 
of  District Administration 
and IDBI Bank were present 
on the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the DC emphasized that the 
addition of  the ambulance 
would significantly enhance 
emergency healthcare ser-
vices in the district and serve 
as a vital asset for the benefit 
of the general public particu-

larly in the transportation of  
patients and trauma cases 
across the district. He said 
such initiatives are aimed at 
uplifting healthcare facilities 
by ensuring timely medical 
assistance and strengthen-
ing emergency response 
capabilities.

The DC lauded IDBI 
Bank's CSR-backed HOPE 
initiative, stating that such 
support reflects a strong 
commitment toward com-
munity welfare and public 
health development.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Modernizing College 
Admissions In J&K

T
he Jammu and Kashmir Director-
ate of Colleges just took a mas-
sive step toward bringing higher 
education into the modern era. 
By launching a centralized online 

admission portal for degree colleges across 
the Union Territory, they’ve done more than 
just "go digital"—they’ve launched a much-
needed reform to make the entire process 
simpler, more transparent, and actually 
student-friendly.
For years, getting into college meant end-
less queues, multiple trips to different cam-
puses, and the constant stress of paperwork. 
By bringing 142 degree colleges and nearly 
60 programs onto one digital platform, the 
government is finally replacing that chaos 
with a bit of clarity. Fairness First: Admis-
sions are now strictly merit-based (using 
10+2 results). Moving the entire process, 
including fees, online cuts out the middle-
man, reduces favoritism, and levels the 
playing field for every student, regardless 
of where they live.
Bridging the Divide: It’s easy to talk about 
"digital leaps," but the reality is that many 
students in remote areas still face connec-
tivity hurdles. The decision to set up facili-
tation centers in every college is a brilliant 
move, it ensures that students without easy 
internet access aren't left behind.
One of the most grounded pieces of advice 
coming from Director Colleges, Dr. Sheikh 
Aijaz Bashir, is for students to look at small-
er, local colleges. It’s solid advice. Smaller 
institutions often offer: A more focused 
academic environment, More individual 
attention from professors, Less overcrowd-
ing and a tighter-knit community.
By encouraging students to consider these 
options, the system helps distribute oppor-
tunities more evenly across the region 
rather than piling all the pressure onto a 
few major institutions.
Of course, a digital system is only as good as 
its performance. For this to truly succeed, the 
portal needs to handle high traffic without 
crashing, technical bugs need to be squashed 
instantly, and there must be a clear way for 
students to get help when they're stuck.
This centralized portal is a progressive shift 
for J&K’s education sector. If the implemen-
tation stays smooth, it won’t just make life 
easier for students—it will build genuine 
trust in the public education system.

        Man On A Mission

Manoj Sinha And The War For Jammu & Kashmir's Soul

ADV. JEHANZEB ALLAQABAND

T
he numbers alone should shake 
every conscience. According to 
data from the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Social 
Justice and Empowerment, an 

estimated 13.5 lakh people  1.35 million 
human beings  in Jammu and Kashmir are 
affected by drug abuse. Among them are 
roughly 1.68 lakh children aged between 
10 and 17. Children. Hooked on heroin. In 
their own homes, in their own neighbour-
hoods, in the very land that raised them.

A staggering 95% of addicts in the Valley 
are dependent on heroin and other opioids. 
Since 2022, over 32,000 addicts have been 
registered for treatment. These are not sta-
tistics. These are sons and daughters. These 
are families that wake up every morning to 
a nightmare they did not choose.

Drug abuse does not destroy only the 
addict. It tears through an entire family  
emotionally, psychologically, financially, 
and socially. A parent consumed by addic-
tion neglects their children. A young man 
chasing his next hit drains his family into 
poverty, sometimes into bankruptcy. The 
shame, the guilt, the silence  addiction 
feeds on all of  it. Addicts often withdraw 
from loved ones, hiding the severity of  
their dependence behind walls of  denial, 
becoming strangers in their own homes. 
Behind every registered addict in J&K is 
a family quietly breaking apart.
When Drugs and Terror Hold Hands

What makes the drug crisis in Jammu 
and Kashmir uniquely catastrophic is that 
it is not merely a public health emergency. 
It is a national security threat wearing the 
disguise of  a social problem.

Security agencies have long identified 
the phenomenon of narco-terrorism as one 
of  the gravest and most evolving threats 
to the region's stability. Pakistan-based 
elements have systematically used drug 
smuggling as a two-pronged weapon  gen-
erating funds for terrorist activities while 
simultaneously targeting local youth with 
addiction, rendering them incapable of  con-
tributing to their society, their families, or 
their nation. The proceeds from narcotics 
smuggled across the border flow directly 
into financing terrorism and radicalisation. 
Drug money has been used to build what 
the Lieutenant Governor himself  has aptly 
called "narco-palaces"  monuments of crime 
built on the ruins of  young lives.

As LG Manoj Sinha has stated unequiv-
ocally: "Our neighboring country is smug-
gling drugs into Jammu Kashmir by 
design. The drug money has been used 
to build narco-palaces by drug smugglers 
and a large portion of  drug money is being 
used for terrorism and radicalization."

When we fight drugs, we fight terror. 
These are not two battles they are one.

The Man Who Stood Up
In the entire history of  Jammu and 

Kashmir, no leader has taken on the drug 
menace with the ferocity, commitment, 
and personal involvement that Lieutenant 

Governor Manoj Sinha has brought to this 
fight. This is not an exaggeration  it is a 
fact that the people of  J&K are witnessing 
with their own eyes.

On April 11, 2026, LG Sinha did not issue 
a press release. He did not chair a committee 
meeting. He walked. Leading a massive anti-
drug padyatra from Maulana Azad Stadium 
in Jammu, he launched the historic 100-Day 
"Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan"  placing his 
own feet on the ground as the first and most 
visible soldier of  this campaign.

He did not stop there.
On May 3, 2026, over 35,000 people marched 

with him from TRC Football Stadium to Lal 
Chowk in Srinagar. On May 5, he led rallies 
in Budgam and Rajouri. On May 9, he was 
in Anantnag, calling upon police and civil 
administration to reach every panchayat of  
the district in the remaining 71 days of the 
campaign. District after district, march after 
march  a Lieutenant Governor not governing 
from above, but fighting from within.

Results That Speak Louder Than 
Words

This campaign is not built on slogans. 
It is built on action. The results, as of  May 
9, 2026, are nothing short of  remarkable:
•	 646 individuals arrested under the 

NDPS Act since April 11
•	 614 FIRs registered across the Union 

Territory
•	 Over 700 kg of  charas and heroin 

seized
•	 37 houses linked to drug peddlers 

demolished or sealed
•	 Over 3,600 peddlers and kingpins 

under active surveillance
•	 Immovable properties worth ₹25.97 

crore attached
•	 Movable assets worth ₹1.67 crore 

seized
•	 In Anantnag alone  108 NDPS cases 

registered, narco-palaces worth ₹3.5 
crore reduced to dust, 22 vehicles 
seized, 8 driving licences cancelled, 
and 13 drug stores sealed

In the very first 15 days of the campaign, 
431 drug peddlers were booked. As IGP Kash-
mir VK Birdi put it plainly: "Every peddler 
is on our radar." The administration has 
declared drug trafficking as "silent terrorism" 
and adopted a zero-tolerance policy including 
freezing bank accounts and cancelling pass-
ports of those involved in the narcotics trade. 
This is deterrence with teeth.

The 3-P Strategy: A Complete War Plan
What distinguishes the Nasha Mukt J&K 

Abhiyan from past efforts is its comprehen-
sive 3-P strategy that attacks the problem 
from every angle. Supply Chain Disruption  
Dismantling trafficking networks, seizing 
narcotics, demolishing the assets of  ped-
dlers, and cutting off  the financial oxygen 
of drug cartels.

Prevention and Awareness  Engaging 
schools, colleges, religious leaders, fami-
lies, sports grounds, theatres, and every 
corner of  civil society. LG Sinha has called 
upon athletes to become ambassadors of  
the Nasha Mukt campaign, encouraging 
them to share awareness videos on social 
media and inspire youth toward sports 
and creativity. "You are the role models 
for India's new generation," he told them.

Recovery and Rehabilitation  Recognis-
ing that enforcement alone cannot solve 
an addiction crisis, the campaign places 
strong emphasis on treatment, rehabilita-
tion, and reconnecting addicts with their 
families and society.

Protecting the Youth : The Heart of 
the Mission

LG Sinha has spoken with striking clar-
ity about who this fight is truly for. "I believe 
that every young person lost to addiction is 
a loss of  strength for our future workforce, 
and a lost soldier for our police and army. 
Every family broken by addiction is a crack 
in the foundation of  our society."

These words reveal not a bureaucrat com-
pleting a mandate, but a leader who genuinely 
aches for the future of J&K's youth.

The drugs being sold on the streets of  
Kashmir are reaching children as young 
as 10 years old. Children. When supply 
dries up, addicts who could not afford 
their next fix turned to robbery and crime  
communities lived in fear on multiple 
fronts. As the drug network crumbles, not 
only will lives be reclaimed from addic-
tion, but crime rates will fall, families will 
breathe again, and young people will find 
their way back to themselves.

To build this protective shield from 
within communities, LG Sinha has 
announced an informal Parents Brigade 
in every village and city  a voluntary 
network of  parents, women, and youth 
trained to identify early signs of  drug 
use and connect struggling families with 
resources before it is too late. Citizens 

have been urged to become the eyes and 
ears of  the police. Society is not just being 
informed  it is being activated.

A People's Movement, Not a Govern-
ment Order

LG Sinha has consistently refused to let 
this remain a government exercise. "This 
battle is not just the administration's. It is 
a collective battle of  society. Let's make a 
collective promise that we will not allow 
drug peddlers to thrive in our villages and 
neighbourhoods."

And society has answered. Religious 
leaders, social activists, NGOs, lawyers, doc-
tors, and social workers have all joined the 
Lieutenant Governor in this fight. The DGP 
Nalin Prabhat and the entire police and civil 
administration have mobilised with unprec-
edented intensity. The whole machinery of  
governance is on its toes  not out of  compul-
sion, but out of  shared conviction.

Praise must be given where it is due  to 
every officer, every constable, every com-
munity volunteer, every parent who spoke 
up, every teacher who guided a student 
away from the edge. This is what a whole-of-
society approach looks like when it works.

Politics Has No Place Here
It is deeply worrying, however, that 

certain political voices have sought to 
undermine this noble mission. Senior 
J&K Cabinet Minister and Health Min-
ister Sakina Itoo has publicly called for 
an end to the demolition and sealing of  
properties under the anti-drug campaign. 
This is disappointing.

The fight against drug peddlers is not a 
personal crusade of  the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor. It is a fight for the lives and futures 
of  the youth of  Jammu and Kashmir. The 
families of  addicts — broken, desperate, and 
finally seeing a ray of  hope are not looking 
at Manoj Sinha as a Lieutenant Governor. 
They are looking at him as a leader who 
cares for their child, who is worried about 
the future of  their sons and daughters.

The Chief Minister and his cabinet have 
played no visible role in dismantling the 
illegal drug trade. The very least they can 
do is not become a blockade against those 
who are. Politics must not be played with the 
lives of  children. This cause is too impor-
tant, too urgent, and too sacred for that.

A Legacy in the Making
The families of  addicts across Jammu 

and Kashmir are praying for LG Manoj 
Sinha's success. They do not see a lieu-
tenant governor they see a guardian. A 
man who showed up. A man who walked 
their streets, spoke their fears aloud, and 
declared with the full force of  his author-
ity that enough is enough.

No leader in the history of  Jammu and 
Kashmir has ever taken such decisive, sus-
tained, and personal action against the drug 
menace. If  this 100-day campaign delivers 
on its promise  and the results so far suggest 
it will not merely disrupt a criminal net-
work. It will save not thousands, but nearly 
a million lives. It will give back to families 
the children they thought they had lost. It 
will give J&K's youth back their futures.

Jammu and Kashmir has waited long 
enough for this moment. A man is on a 
mission. And he is not stopping.

Author is   Social Activist and Youth 
Leader based in Jammu and Kashmir. 
He can be reached at: jehanzeballaqa-

band7@gmail.com

OSTENTATION OF KINDNESS

Has Animal Love Become A Social Display?
DR. SATYAVAN SAURABH

E
arly in the morning, a 
scene often plays out 
in the streets of  cities 
and towns. Someone 
stops their bike, takes 

a five-rupee loaf  from their bag, 
throws a few pieces toward stray 
dogs on the roadside, then turns 
on their mobile camera and takes a 
video. A short while later, the same 
video is uploaded to social media, 
captioned, "Love animals, keep 
humanity alive." People comment, 
"Wow! Humanity still exists."

The question is, is this really 
humanity? Has donating five rupees 
worth of  bread and ten rupees 
worth of  milk become the ultimate 
example of  animal love? Or is this 
just a new ostentation of  our times, 
where even sentiments are being 
determined by cameras and likes?

It's true that kindness and com-
passion toward animals are hall-
marks of  a civilized society. A soci-
ety that isn't sensitive toward ani-
mals can't be very humane toward 
humans either. But the problem 
begins when animal love becomes 
more of  a display than a sensitivity. 
For many people, it's become a new 
way to achieve social status. They 
post videos of  themselves feeding 
biscuits to stray dogs, but they don't 
notice the hungry human sitting on 
the same street. A poor child's torn 
slippers don't bother them, but post-
ing a photo of  themselves feeding 
milk to a dog proves them "compas-
sionate."

Social media has even com-

modified our society's emotions. 
Service has become less impor-
tant than performance. Trans-
porting an injured worker to the 
hospital doesn't attract camera 
attention, so fewer people engage 
in that work. But a video of  
someone feeding bread to a dog 
can go viral, so sensitivity sud-
denly increases. This superficial 
compassion is gradually push-
ing society into a strange moral 
dilemma, where symbolic actions 
are given more importance than 
real problems.

Ironically, those who proclaim 
themselves animal lovers by feed-
ing street dogs often don't bother 
to provide medication for their 
elderly parents. They don't see 
the suffering of  a poor family in 
the neighborhood. They don't have 
time to help a sick person, but they 
have all the time for Instagram 
reels. What kind of  compassion is 
this, one that's more focused on the 
camera than on the person?

The stray dog problem in India 
is not just an emotional issue, 
but also a matter of  public safety. 
Thousands of  people are bitten by 
dogs every year. Attacks on young 
children and the elderly are regu-
larly reported. Packs of  dogs chas-
ing bikers at night cause accidents. 
In many colonies, people are afraid 
to even take morning walks. But 
when this problem is discussed, 
society is divided. One side labels 
every dog "poor" and places the 
entire responsibility on the public, 
while the other side resorts to the 
language of  cruelty. Both positions 

are wrong.
What's truly needed is balance 

and responsibility. Simply throw-
ing bread won't solve the problem. 
This often leads to stray dogs gath-
ering in one place, increasing their 
numbers and causing problems for 
the people living nearby. If  there's 
true animal love, there should be 
talk of  sterilization, vaccination, 
shelters, and responsible care. But 
all of  this requires hard work and 
responsibility. Therefore, the easy 
way out is chosen—throw bread, 
post a photo, and be called sensi-
tive.

Our society is going through 
a strange phase today. Human 
hunger has become common 
news, but feeding a dog a biscuit 
is considered "emotional content." 
Thousands of  people can be found 
sitting hungry outside railway 
stations, bus stops, and hospitals. 
Children of  laborers can be seen 

picking plastic from garbage. 
Poor patients can be seen suffer-
ing without medicines. But cam-
eras rarely focus on them, because 
there, not just photos, but respon-
sibility is required.

This article is not against 
animal love. Compassion for ani-
mals is essential, but if  society's 
sensitivity is limited to animals 
and begins to turn a blind eye to 
human suffering, it's a dangerous 
situation. Compassion implies 
balance, not pretense. True 
animal love is one that involves 
responsibility. Treating injured 
animals, helping with steriliza-
tion and vaccination campaigns, 
ensuring the safety of  others, and 
maintaining cleanliness—these 
are all part of  genuine sensitivity. 
But today, many people feed dogs 
simply to be perceived as "good 
people."

In modern society, morality 

is becoming fashionable. Just as 
some people post pictures of  them-
selves with books more than they 
read them, many people display 
more service than they actually do. 
By providing ten rupees worth of  
milk, they feel they have performed 
a great virtue. But to truly change 
society, we must move beyond sym-
bolic sentiments. Funding a poor 
child's education, providing medi-
cine for a sick person, supporting an 
elderly person—these are acts that 
require heart, not a camera.

A civilized society is one where 
both humans and animals are safe. 
Where there is no cruelty to animals 
and no disregard for human safety. 
But today, the problem is that people 
have become less sensitive and 
more emotional. They don't want 
solutions, they only want to prove 
themselves compassionate. This is 
why, in many places, even animal 
love has become a social display.

Milk for ten rupees and bread for 
five rupees are not wrong. It's wrong 
when they're considered the great-
est proof of  humanity. Society must 
move beyond this superficial love for 
animals. Humanity isn't just about 
showing kindness for the camera, 
but about making someone's life 
easier without making a fuss. Ulti-
mately, the true measure of sensitiv-
ity isn't how many dogs you've fed 
bread to, but how many humans and 
creatures you've helped lead safe, 
dignified, and balanced lives.

(Dr. Satyawan Saurabh, PhD 
(Political Science), is a poet and 

social thinker.)
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        Pollen Peril

Beauty, Breath, And A Growing Burden In The Valley
AZHAR NASEER

K
ashmir is known for its 
natural beauty, green 
landscapes, fresh air, and 
pleasant weather. Every 
year, spring brings new 

life to the Valley. Trees bloom, gardens 
flourish, and the environment appears 
vibrant and refreshing. Yet behind this 
beauty, another reality quietly affects 
thousands of  people across Kashmir. 
Seasonal allergies have become a seri-
ous health concern that continues to 
grow with every passing year.

Across the Valley, hospitals 
and clinics are witnessing a sharp 
increase in patients suffering from 
allergies caused mainly by pollen 
fallout. Children, youth, and elderly 
people are among the worst affected. 
Many people experience constant 
sneezing, itchy eyes, throat irritation, 
breathing problems, skin rashes, and 
asthma related complications during 
the spring season. For some families, 
these allergies have become a yearly 
struggle that disrupts daily life, educa-
tion, work, and overall health.

Doctors and health experts in 
Kashmir have repeatedly warned 
about the growing impact of  pollen 
allergies. During spring, poplar trees 
release large amounts of  cotton like 
pollen into the air. This pollen spreads 
rapidly through the atmosphere and 
enters homes, schools, markets, and 
workplaces. People who already suffer 
from asthma or respiratory illnesses 
face even greater difficulties during 
this period. The rise in pollution, dust, 
and changing weather conditions has 
further worsened the situation.

Many people in Kashmir initially 
ignore allergy symptoms, consider-
ing them minor seasonal problems. 
However, untreated allergies can 
gradually become serious health 
conditions. Continuous exposure to 
pollen and polluted air may lead to 
chronic respiratory diseases, severe 
asthma attacks, sinus infections, and 
weakened immunity. Children often 
struggle to attend school regularly 
because of  constant coughing, sneez-
ing, and breathing discomfort. Elderly 
people face additional risks due to age 
related health complications.

One of  the major reasons behind 
the growing allergy problem is the 
lack of  awareness among the public. 
Many people do not fully understand 
the causes of  allergies or the precau-

tions needed to stay safe. Some con-
tinue outdoor activities during peak 
pollen hours without masks or pro-
tective measures. Others delay medi-
cal consultation until the condition 
becomes severe. Public awareness 
regarding seasonal allergies remains 
limited, especially in rural areas 
where access to healthcare facilities 
may also be difficult.

Environmental changes are also 
contributing to the rise in allergy 
cases. Rapid urbanization, increas-
ing dust pollution, deforestation, and 
changing climate patterns are affect-
ing air quality across Kashmir. Dry 
weather conditions allow pollen par-
ticles and dust to remain suspended 
in the air for longer periods, increas-
ing exposure among the population. 
Experts believe that climate change 
has altered the flowering cycles of  cer-
tain trees, leading to longer and more 
intense pollen seasons.

Schools and educational institu-
tions are also witnessing the effects 
of  seasonal allergies among students. 
Many children face difficulty concen-
trating in classrooms due to continu-
ous irritation and discomfort. Fre-
quent absenteeism affects academic 
performance and overall well being. 
Parents often remain worried as chil-

dren suffer repeated allergic reactions 
every year. Some students participat-
ing in outdoor sports and activities 
experience sudden breathing issues 
during high pollen days.

Healthcare professionals advise 
people to adopt preventive measures to 
reduce the impact of  allergies. Wear-
ing masks while going outdoors can 
help minimize exposure to pollen and 
dust. Keeping windows closed during 
windy days may prevent pollen from 
entering homes. Washing hands and 
changing clothes after returning from 
outside also reduces allergic reactions. 
Doctors further recommend avoiding 
outdoor activities during early morn-
ing and evening hours when pollen 
levels are usually high.

Maintaining cleanliness inside 
homes is equally important. Dust 
accumulation inside carpets, cur-
tains, and furniture can worsen aller-
gy symptoms. Proper ventilation and 
regular cleaning help create a safer 
indoor environment. People suffering 
from severe allergies should consult 
medical professionals without delay 
and follow prescribed treatments care-
fully. Self  medication without proper 
diagnosis can sometimes worsen 
health conditions instead of  improv-
ing them.

The role of  the government and 
local authorities is extremely impor-
tant in addressing this growing public 
health concern. Awareness campaigns 
should be launched across schools, 
colleges, villages, and urban areas 
to educate people about pollen aller-
gies and preventive care. Healthcare 
centers should be equipped to handle 
seasonal increases in allergy relat-
ed cases. Timely public advisories 
regarding pollen levels and air qual-
ity can help citizens take necessary 
precautions.

Experts have also suggested reviewing 
large scale plantation of certain pollen 
producing trees in residential areas. 
Environmental planning must consider 
public health impacts while selecting tree 
species for urban and rural plantation 
drives. More research and monitoring 
are needed to understand the changing 
allergy patterns in Kashmir and develop 
long term solutions.

Social responsibility also plays an 
important role in dealing with this 
issue. Families, teachers, community 
leaders, and healthcare workers must 
work together to spread awareness and 
support vulnerable individuals. People 
should avoid ignoring symptoms in chil-
dren and elderly family members. Early 
care and prevention can protect health 

and reduce suffering.
Kashmir has already faced many 

social and environmental challenges 
over the years. The growing rise in 
allergy related illnesses adds anoth-
er concern that requires immediate 
attention. What appears to be a season-
al inconvenience for some has become 
a serious health burden for thousands 
of  families across the Valley. Protect-
ing public health requires awareness, 
responsibility, medical preparedness, 
and environmental balance.

Spring should remain a season 
of  beauty, hope, and renewal for the 
people of  Kashmir, not a period of  fear 
and illness. With proper awareness, 
timely precautions, and collective 
efforts from society and authorities, 
the impact of  seasonal allergies can 
be reduced significantly. The health 
and well being of  future generations 
depend on the actions taken today.

The author can be mailed at nas-
eerahmedtantray1989@gmail.com

Beyond Mother’s Day

A Son’s Tribute To His Mother
MOHD ISHAQ SHAH

"Life began with 
waking up and loving 
my mother’s face" 
(George Eliot)

E
very year, Mother’s Day is 
celebrated across the world 
on 10th May to honour and 
respect mothers. In cer-
tain traditional branches 

of  Christianity, the holiday is strong-
ly associated with reverence for the 
Virgin Mary. In some Catholic, Luther-
an, and Anglican homes, families have 
a special shrine on their home altar 
devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
In many Eastern Catholic and Eastern 
Orthodox Churches, a special prayer 
service is held in honour of  the The-
otokos, the Virgin Mary. In Islam, 
special attention is given to mothers. 
The Prophet Muhammad said, “Para-
dise lies beneath the feet of  mothers.” 
Although there is no specific concept 
of  Mother’s Day in Islam, the Quran 
teaches that children should give pri-
ority to loving and respecting their 
mother. The Holy Quran mentions 
the status and respect of  mothers in 
many verses, including Surah Al-Isra 
(17:23), Surah Luqman (31:14), Surah 
Al-Ahqaf  (46:15), and Surah Al-Baqa-
rah (2:233).

In Hindu tradition, Mother’s Day is 
celebrated as “Mata Tirtha Aunshi” 
or “Mother Pilgrimage Fortnight", 
especially in Nepal and regions with 
a Hindu population. Mothers are hon-
oured with special foods and prayers. 
The festival is observed on the new 
moon day in the month of  Baisakh 
(April/May). This celebration pre-
dates the modern American-inspired 
Mother’s Day by several centuries. In 
Buddhism, the festival of  Ullambana 
is associated with the story of  Maudg-

alyayana and his mother, emphasising 
gratitude and respect for parents.

Mothers are the divine gifts that we 
all must value and must give a special 
regard to. As a matter of  fact, both 
the parents are equally important for 
an individual’s growth, development, 
education and life settlement. Father 
is the person who sacrifices every-
thing for his children, but mother is 

the person who gives us life and feeds 
us from her breasts. She sacrifices 
her day’s work and night’s sleep for 
her child. She takes a tough toll for 
the upbringing of  her children. She 
protects us from every sort of  tough 
condition and makes every effort to 
give us a soothing atmosphere. Even at 

many times she begs if  it is necessary 
for the health and welfare of  a child.

I feel it's a quite exotic moment to 
pay a tribute to my mother, who was 
a simpleton of  innocence and purity. 
Her name was Fatima, as if  she had 
been modelled on the real Fatima 
Binti Mohammad (S.A.W.). she has 
been to born to her parents at Pahloo 
(Kulgam) but later on had been adopt-
ed by my maternal parents at Shurat 
(Kulgam). So I was blessed to have two 
maternal homes that are often called 
store houses of  love and affection. And 
it is the Shurat village of  Kulgam from 
where she had said adieu as a bride 
and had reached my native village 
Khargund-Chowgam (Kulgam).

She didn’t know the worldly tactics 
and could not even do calculations of  
money. But even then she had a sense 
of  calculations by marking with char-
coal on the walls when she used to sell 
milk to neighbours and villagers. But 
one thing that I can say with confir-
mation is that she could take ultimate 
care of  me and my siblings, four in 
number. She was a melodious singer, 
and legends go that during the season 
of  paddy plantation there used to be 

a great demand for her voice, and 
people would invite her to sing only 
and not to work so that the planters 
(usually women) could be entertained 
and the work could go in an enjoyable 
way. Not only would this be done, but 
she would also would also be offered 
two days' labour for one day only due 
to her melodious voice. I still remem-
ber that during my primary school 
days I used to go to my village school 
that was very close to my house. And 
during the recesses we used to come 
home for a second meal. And I could 
see that a bowl with the mixture of  
rice and milk would be ready for me, 
which I relished, and went back to 
school. She used to financially sup-
port my father in terms of  spinning 
a wheel that would give four to five 
hundred rupees per month in the 1980s 
and 1990s.

The most tragic day of  my life was 
18th December 1990 as she would leave 
me all alone in this cruel and tyranni-
cal world. She suffered from typhoid, 
and in those days medical facilities in 
our area were not in such a state that 
they could be relied on. While today, 
typhoid is not an acute fatal disease. 

But it is said that death is definite and 
everyone has to taste its bitterness. It 
has been wisely said that if  you want 
to know the value of  health, ask a sick 
man; if  you want to know the value of  
wealth, ask a poor man, if  you want 
to know the value of  a mother , ask 
the orphan who has lost his mother 
or father. The moment she died I was 
not awake, and I could only rise from 
my bed after hearing cries and shout-
ing of  my relatives who had come in 
advance to see this tragic episode. It 
was almost 12:00 pm when she left for 
her heavenly abode, and the rest of  
the funeral and burying formalities 
were completed in the early morning. 
And the moment her coffin was lifted 
up, I felt as if  a destructive storm had 
risen and had swept away the whole 
world around me. After her burial in 
the local graveyard we returned home 
while reciting prayers and verses of  
the Quran for her blessings. As it is 
customary in our society to read a 
Quran for Isaale-Swaaab so I would 
go to the mosque where the arrange-
ments had been done and recite a 
Chapter (Para) to pay blessings to her 
soul.

Afterwards, I could have a vision of  
my mother many a time in my life, and 
one such dream I would like to share 
here is that when I was going through 
my tough times she came in my dream 
and told me that she knows very well 
who has been creating trouble for me 
and soothed me with an encourage-
ment to go ahead with patience and 
consistency which indicates that she 
cared for me even after her death. 
So I pay my heartfelt tribute to my 
mother; she has been the most ador-
able mother in the world, the most 
beautiful and the most intelligent one 
for me. That is I feel it obligatory to 
pray in the following words.

O’ my beloved mother, May God 
bless your soul with his choicest 
blessings and give everlasting peace 
in highest place in Janna.  

The author can be mailed at 
ishaq7007@gmail.com

This pollen 
spreads rap-
idly through 

the atmosphere and 
enters homes, schools, 
markets, and work-
places. People who 
already suffer from 
asthma or respirato-
ry illnesses face even 
greater difficulties 
during this period. 
The rise in pollution, 
dust, and changing 
weather conditions 
has further worsened 
the situation.

Father is the 
person who 
sacrifices 

everything for his 
children, but mother 
is the person who 
gives us life and 
feeds us from her 
breasts. She sacri-
fices her day’s work 
and night’s sleep for 
her child. She takes 
a tough toll for the 
upbringing of  her 
children.
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Somnath Temple
looted and destroyed 17 times, only to rise 

again each time in full splendor.
“The Somnath temple stands alone as the 

foremost example. Invaders and rulers from 
Mahmud Ghaznavi to Alauddin Khilji and 
Zafar Khan, plundered and razed it time 
and again. Yet, despite repeated destruction, 
Somnath endured in our collective soul and 
later rebuilt by countless great kings.

On this occasion, I bow to those great souls 
who, in various ways, not only preserved 
Somnath's eternal sanctity but stood firm 
to defend the temple from invaders. I pay 
homage to Bhim Dev, Jayapal, Anandpal, 
and Maharaja Dharsen. I also offer tribute 
to the Iron Man, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
who, after India's independence, directed 
the temple's reconstruction on November 
12, 1947 and on May 11, 1951, then President 
of  India Dr. Rajendra Prasad performed the 
consecration ceremony,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor said that Som-
nath Temple's immortality teaches us to 
channel the nation’s entire strength into 
creation, drawing inspiration from the past 
to make it the bedrock of  life, and build 
India's golden future.

The Lieutenant Governor said that the 
rebuilding of  Somnath Temple is a symbol 
of  inner victory for every person, a lamp 
of  faith and resolve burning for millennia.

“Somnath Temple is a beacon of  the 
nation. Without Somnath, our society would 
be lifeless,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

Shri Satish Sharma, Minister for Youth 
Services & Sports; Shri Atal Dulloo, Chief  
Secretary; Shri Nalin Prabhat, DGP; Shri 
Shaleen Kabra, Additional Chief  Secretary, 
Jal Shakti Department; Shri Chandraker 
Bharti, Principal Secretary Home Depart-
ment; Shri Brij Mohan Sharma, Principal 
Secretary Culture Department, Adminis-
trative Secretaries; senior officials, and 
prominent citizens from different walks of  
life also attended the Somnath Swabhiman 
Parv event.

LG Inaugurates
Governor observed that history was never 

made by those who waited for permission to 
be extraordinary. He urged the youth par-
ticipating in ‘Viksit J&K Young Leaders Dia-
logue', 'Hackathon' and 'Cultural Event' to 
rise up and commit to building a developed 
India that future generations will take pride 
in. He said governance can't thrive without 
the voice of  its youth and inclusive gover-
nance means ensuring young people have 
a real stake in the work happening across 
every key sector.

"Every young boy and girl has incredible 
talent. They just need opportunities and 
faith in themselves. I want India's youth to 
create their own paths instead of  treading 
well-worn trails, because innovation and 
invention spring from uncharted routes. 
What India needs is youth brave enough to 
shatter pre-made molds," the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor also stated that 
culture is our identity and it is the vibrant 
proof  of  our existence, revealing who we are 
and what dreams and aspirations drive us. 
He said when young people express them-
selves through music, art, literature, dance, 
theater, sports, and crafts, they are channel-
ing the soul of  India itself.

The Lieutenant Governor said that the 
youth must embrace their uniqueness 
instead of  copying others and realise their 
full potential.

"The world doesn't need another copy of  
someone who already exists. It craves no 
duplicates. It needs unique youth like you, 
individuals with one-of-a-kind personali-
ties who don't just shine for themselves, but 
light the way for those who come after," the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

He said victory isn't about dominating 
others but about conquering apathy, over-
coming inequality, and defeating despair.

“Our youth must remember that human-
ity's greatest triumphs weren't won on bat-
tlefields. The biggest victories emerged from 
classrooms and labs, achieved by young 
trailblazers who refused to accept the world 
as they found it and transformed it through 
their resolve and grit. We must triumph over 
darkness. We must conquer the fear of  bold 
new experiments. And we must resolve to 
build a strong, empathetic, and developed 
India," the Lieutenant Governor said.

Shri Satish Sharma, Minister for Youth 
Services & Sports; Shri Ashwani Kumar, 
Additional Chief  Secretary, Power Devel-
opment Department;  Dr Shahid Iqbal 
Choudhary, Commissioner Secretary to 
Government, Youth Services and Sports; 
Shri Akshay Labroo, Deputy Commissioner 
Srinagar; Dr GV Sundeep Chakravarthy, 
SSP Srinagar; Ms Anuradha Gupta, Director 
General, Youth Services and Sports; Young 
leaders from various parts of  the country, 
senior officials and youth in large number 
were present.

Rain, Thunderstorms
during the afternoon and late afternoon 

hours in view of  gusty winds over water 
bodies.

Farmers have been advised to suspend 
farm operations till May 13.

According to the MeT office, the weather 
is expected to remain partly to generally 
cloudy with brief  showers from May 13 to 
17, while light rain and thundershowers are 
likely at scattered places on May 18. From 
May 19 to 21, the weather is expected to 
remain partly to generally cloudy.

Meanwhile, Srinagar recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of  24.4 degrees Celsius 
on Monday, slightly above the normal of  
24.3 degrees Celsius, while the minimum 
temperature settled at 14 degrees Celsius, 
3.1 degrees above normal.

Qazigund recorded a maximum of  22.6 
degrees Celsius and a minimum of  11.6 
degrees Celsius, while Pahalgam registered 
20.2 degrees Celsius as the day temperature 
and 10.6 degrees Celsius during the night.

Kupwara recorded a maximum tempera-
ture of  24.2 degrees Celsius and a minimum 
of  11.3 degrees Celsius.

Gulmarg recorded a maximum of  15.4 
degrees Celsius and a minimum of  5.4 
degrees Celsius.

Jammu city recorded a maximum temper-
ature of  33 degrees Celsius, which was 4.1 
degrees below normal, while the minimum 
temperature settled at 20.2 degrees Celsius.

Banihal recorded 23 degrees Celsius, 
Batote 22.8 degrees Celsius and Katra 30.6 
degrees Celsius as the maximum tempera-
tures, the MeT data showed—(KNO)

Parliamentary Panel
works.
The delegation inspected key develop-

ment sites across the city, including riv-
erfront beautification projects and other 
urban renewal works carried out over the 
past few years under the Smart City pro-
gramme.

Officials from the Srinagar Municipal 
Corporation (SMC) briefed the committee 
on progress in sanitation systems, public 
infrastructure, traffic management and 
redevelopment of  public spaces.

Speaking to reporters here, Chairperson 
Reddy, said the committee is on a study tour 
to understand ground-level development 
and assess the impact of  urban projects 
implemented in recent years.

He said the 18-member delegation includes 
MPs from different political parties and 
backgrounds, working together to suggest 
improvements for urban and rural develop-
ment across the country.

The panel first visited riverfront devel-
opment works, followed by a stop at Bali-
dan Stambh, where members paid homage. 
Later, the delegation visited the famous Lal 
Chowk Clock Tower and observed ongo-

ing civic and infrastructure improvements 
under the Smart City mission.

Reddy said the committee will hold fur-
ther discussions in Srinagar and additional 
meetings in Gulmarg to better understand 
local issues and development needs.

Stressing the importance of  stability, the 
Chairperson said peace is the most impor-
tant factor for Kashmir’s tourism and eco-
nomic growth. "Srinagar has strong tour-
ism potential due to its natural beauty and 
improved infrastructure, but sustained 
peace is necessary to ensure steady tourist 
inflow," he said.

Reddy further said that tourism is the 
backbone of  the local economy, and greater 
confidence among visitors, especially young 
tourists, could significantly improve Kash-
mir’s global image and economic activity—
(KNO)

Police Make Arrests, 
from them, the statement said.
Police also arrested one person identi-

fied as Umar Javaid Tugoo of  Noorbagh 
Sopore from Shalimar Colony and recovered 
codeine phosphate from his possession, it 
added.

In Anantnag district, police said a man 
identified as Jahangir Ahmad Khan of  
Hallan Nowbugh was arrested during patrol-
ling at Sirgan-Hallan crossing and around 
1.442 kilograms of  contraband substance in 
crushed form was seized from him.

In Pulwama, police said a motorcycle rider 
was intercepted near Block Office Lassipora 
and around 204 grams of  charas-like sub-
stance was recovered from his possession.

Cases under relevant sections of  the NDPS 
Act have been registered at the respective 
police stations and investigations have been 
initiated, police said.

Meanwhile, police in several districts 
including Budgam, Baramulla, Awantipora 
and Ganderbal organised anti-drug aware-
ness programmes, rallies and village-level 
meetings under the campaign to sensitise 
students and the public about the harmful 
effects of  drug abuse.

In Handwara, police attached property 
worth around Rs 25 lakh belonging to an 
accused in an NDPS case and demolished 
structures allegedly linked to narcotics-
related activities at Langate, the statement 
said.

Police in Anantnag said that during the 
first month of  the anti-drug campaign, 120 
FIRs were registered under the NDPS Act, 
118 alleged drug peddlers were arrested and 
more than 300 kilograms of  contraband sub-
stances were seized across the district.

Properties worth around Rs 13.5 crore 
linked to narcotics proceeds were either 
attached or demolished during the period, 
police said—(KNO)

CS Reviews Census-
on designated thematic days to encour-

age citizens to voluntarily participate in 
the Self-Enumeration process. He observed 
that active public participation and aware-
ness would play a crucial role in making the 
Census exercise successful and inclusive.

The Chief  Secretary reviewed district-
wise preparedness and stressed upon all 
Deputy Commissioners and concerned 
officers to ensure seamless coordination, 
timely completion of  preparatory activities 
and extensive public outreach for achieving 
maximum participation in Self-Enumera-
tion. He emphasized the importance of  regu-
lar monitoring at district and charge levels 
to ensure smooth conduct of  the House List-
ing phase.

During the meeting, Additional Chief  Sec-
retary, Finance, Shailendra Kumar stressed 
upon conducting multiple rounds of  train-
ings for Enumerators and Supervisors keep-
ing in view the critical and sensitive nature 
of  the Census exercise. He also emphasized 
that no household, particularly in remote 
and hilly areas, should be left out during the 

formation of  House Listing Blocks, calling 
for meticulous planning and field verifica-
tion to ensure complete coverage.

During the meeting, Director, Census 
Operations J&K and Ladakh, Amit Sharma, 
gave a detailed presentation outlining the 
progress achieved in training of  field func-
tionaries, formation of  House Listing Blocks 
(HLBs), appointment of  enumerators and 
supervisors, publicity plans, administrative 
preparations and fund utilization for the 
upcoming Census operations.

The meeting was informed that a total 
of  29 batches for training of  Field Trainers 
had been created across all districts and 
the training process had substantially been 
completed by May 10, 2026. Training batches 
for Enumerators and Supervisors have also 
been constituted in 17 districts, while train-
ing programmes have already commenced 
in 12 districts.

The Director further informed that all 
districts and Municipal Corporations have 
identified the required field staff  and the 
process of  appointment and registration on 
the Census Management and Monitoring 
System (CMMS) portal is underway.

It was further informed that the Office of  
the Registrar General and Census Commis-
sioner, India (ORGI) has approved deploy-
ment of  27,784 field functionaries for the 
UT, including 23,774 Enumerators and 4,014 
Supervisors, excluding reserve staff.

Moreover QR-coded appointment letters 
and identity cards for registered field staff  
will be generated through the CMMS portal 
and distributed along with kit items after 
completion of  trainings here.

Regarding House Listing Block forma-
tion, the meeting was apprised that more 
than 24,000 HLBs have been created across 
Jammu and Kashmir. Out of  these, more 
than half  have already been geo-tagged and 
demarcated. The meeting was apprised that 
certain districts have sought updation and 
correction in administrative units, follow-
ing which related issues have been taken up 
with ORGI for early resolution.

The presentation also highlighted a com-
prehensive publicity and awareness cam-
paign being planned for Self-Enumeration. 
As per ORGI guidelines, the campaign would 
include print, television, radio and digital 
media outreach, besides outdoor public-
ity, social media engagement, exhibitions, 
mobile publicity vans, nukkad nataks and 
community-level awareness initiatives in 
multiple languages including Urdu, Dogri 
and Gojri.

The meeting was also informed that Self-
Enumeration of  VVIPs would commence 
on May 17, 2026, the first day of  Self-Enu-
meration, in accordance with the Standard 
Operating Procedures issued by ORGI for 
encouraging general public. Extensive 
media coverage and public awareness mes-
saging would also be undertaken during the 
campaign.

A thematic 15-day Self-Enumeration out-
reach calendar has also been prepared to 
ensure participation from different sections 
of  society, including elected representatives, 
educational institutions, judiciary, uni-
formed services, industries, health insti-
tutions, women’s groups, senior citizens, 
media organizations and youth groups.

To achieve 100 percent Self-Enumera-
tion, districts have been advised to involve 
Panchayati Raj Institutions, Common Ser-
vice Centres, educational institutions and 
local bodies for facilitating citizens in the 
enumeration process free of  cost. Various 
districts have already initiated awareness 
campaigns through public meetings, school 
activities, debates, press conferences and 
Gram Sabha announcements.

The meeting also reviewed the status of  
updation of  administrative units on the 
CMMS portal. It was divulged that admin-
istrative boundaries had been frozen as on 
December 31, 2025, in accordance with notifi-
cations issued by the Government of  India and 
the J&K Government. However the requests 
for updation of  villages, wards and locality 
names have been received from districts and 
submitted to ORGI for earlier approval.

Drugs As Dangerous As Guns 
For Society: Dr Darakhshan
Addresses ASLUK AALAV, social transformation event series at Sopore

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Asluk Aalav 
(The call for the Truth) public 
discourse series reaches apple 
town Sopore Monday. 

Theevent was organised by 
Jammu & Kashmir Develop-
ment Foundation. Chairper-
son of  Jammu & Kashmir 
Waqf  Board Dr Syed Darakh-
shan Andrabi participated as 
the Chief  Guest. 

The eminent personsalities 
who participated in the event 
included BJP General Secre-
tary Organization Ashok Koul, 
Bilal Parray, Molvi Waseem 
Ahmad, Maulana Agha Abbas 
Rizvi, Advocate Tabassum 
Rehman, mediapersonal-
ity Sahil Muzaffar, Dr Nazrul 
Islam, Dr Farida, Raja Waqar 
and others. 

Waqf  Board Chairperson 
Dr Syed Darakhshan Andrabi 

addressed the gathering and 
said that this holy land of  spir-
ituality has been attacked first 
by the gun which killed inno-
cents for decades and then by 
the drugs which is silently kill-
ing our youth. "Drugs are as 
dangerous as the guns for the 
society. We supported the gov-
ernment in curbing the terror-
ism, now we have to support 

the government in eliminating 
drug menace from J&K", said 
Dr Andrabi. 

She thanked the Asluk 
Aalav organisers for con-
tinuously organising events 
throughput the valley for 
social transformation cover-
ing discources about environ-
mental awareness, swadeshi 
promotion and reinculcaling 

moral values among the youth 
in the society. Dr Andrabi 
thanked the think-tank espe-
cially Ashok Koul Ji for inspir-
ing this program series.

 "Responsible people of  
the society from all walks 
of  life have to significantly 
and actively contribute for 
the social change so that our 
youth get a conducive posi-
tive environment required for 
their growth and development. 
Moral impurities injucted into 
this society as a ploy against 
us by our enemies are like dis-
eases which we have to cure on 
priority", said Andrabi. 

She hailed the mega initia-
tive of  Drug Free Jammu & 
Kashmir by the Lieutenant 
Governor and said that the 
huge public support to this 
campaign has build a very pos-
itive environmental in whole 
of  the Union Territory.

‘Invisible Illness’: Fibromyalgia Emerging 
As Silent Health Crisis In Kashmir
Doctors Urge Early Diagnosis, Multidisciplinary Care, Ending Stigma

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: In Kashmir, where 
harsh winters, prolonged stress, 
and mental health challenges shape 
everyday life, many people continue 
to silently suffer from a chronic pain 
condition that often goes unnoticed, 
undiagnosed, and misunderstood. 
That condition is fibromyalgia — 
commonly referred to as the “invis-
ible illness”.

Unlike fractures or infections, 
fibromyalgia does not appear on 
routine blood tests or X-rays. Yet, 
for patients living with it, the condi-
tion can be physically exhausting, 
emotionally draining, and deeply 
disabling.

On the eve of  International 
Fibromyalgia Awareness Day, 
pain specialists are urging great-
er awareness about the disorder, 
which affects millions worldwide 
but remains significantly under-
diagnosed in India, particularly in 
peripheral and resource-limited 
regions like Kashmir.

 Dr Afaan Qazi, Clinical Fellow 
in Pain Medicine at Jaslok Hospi-
tal and Research Centre, said that 
many patients spend years search-
ing for answers while their suffer-
ing is repeatedly dismissed.

"As a pain physician, I increas-
ingly encounter patients, predomi-
nantly women, who arrive after 
years of  suffering, carrying thick 
files of  normal investigations, yet 
living with debilitating pain, fatigue, 
poor sleep, and frustration. Being 
told ‘it is all in your mind’ has 
silenced patients far too long. It is 
time to change that narrative,” Dr 
Qazi said.

Fibromyalgia is a chronic noci-
plastic pain disorder in which the 
nervous system amplifies pain sig-
nals abnormally, a process medi-
cally known as “central sensitisa-
tion”. In such cases, the brain and 
spinal cord become overly respon-
sive, causing the body to experi-
ence pain even without visible 
tissue injury or inflammation.

Patients commonly suffer from 
widespread body pain lasting 
more than three months, persis-
tent fatigue, disturbed sleep, head-
aches, anxiety, mood disturbances, 
irritable bowel syndrome, and cog-
nitive difficulties often referred to 
as “fibro fog”.

According to global estimates, 
fibromyalgia affects nearly 2–4 per 
cent of  the population, with women 
accounting for nearly 90–95 per cent 
of  diagnosed cases. The female-to-

male ratio can be as high as 14:1.
Despite this, awareness around 

the illness remains low, lead-
ing many patients to move from 
one specialist to another without 
receiving proper treatment.

Medical experts believe Kash-
mir’s unique socio-environmental 
conditions may increase vulner-
ability to chronic pain syndromes 
like fibromyalgia.

Dr Qazi explained that prolonged 
psychosocial stress, trauma expo-
sure, anxiety, depression, harsh 
winters, reduced physical activity, 
and widespread Vitamin D deficien-
cy together create conditions that 
can worsen chronic pain disorders.

"Many Kashmiri patients spend 
years moving from orthopaedics 
to rheumatology to neurology, 
undergoing repeated MRIs and 
taking painkillers without relief  
because the core problem often 
remains unidentified,” he said.

He further noted that social 
stigma around “unexplained ill-
nesses” often discourages patients 
from seeking timely psychological 
and rehabilitative support.

Experts say one of  the biggest 
misconceptions surrounding fibro-
myalgia is treating it like arthritis 
or muscle injury.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
OFFICER POSHAN PROJECT HAJIN

Subject: Engagement of candidates for the Posts of Sangnis (AWW).
This office has advertised Six post of Sanginls (AWWs) vide advertisement Notice No 01 of 2026 Dated 21-01-2026 under endorsement 
No: CDPO/Poshan/Hajin/Recruitment/2025/657-87 Dated: 21-01-2026 and same was published through department of 
information vide DIP No. #DIPK-10263/25 in Newspapers Kashmir Images, Srinagar Times & The Counsellor Magazine on 23-01-
2026 and vide publicity was also given through PRIs and same was also uploaded on website of DC Bandipora and applications were 
received accordingly. After proper scrutiny of application forms by the District Level Selection Committee the final merit of candidates 
for each ward was made accordingly as per H.R policy for Sanginis (AWW) & Sahayikas (AWH) constituted by Government vide order No: 
222-JK(SWD) of 2022 Dated: 30-11-2022 and the same was published vide DIP No. #DIPK-3/26 in Newspapers JK Newspoint, Srinagar 
Times, Chattan & Gadyal on  02-04-2026 for inviting of objections if any within 10 days from the date of publication. No Objection was 
received by this Office within the stipulated time. The final merit list of all candidates is mentioned at Annexure "A" and final selection 
list as per Annexure "B" is shown below for each ward from were applications for engagement of Sangnis (AWW) were received.

ANNEXURE "A"

S. No Name of 
Candidate Parentage /Husbands Name DOB Name of location for which she 

has applied

Marks obtained 
as per 12th Class 

Marks Sheet

Percentage 
of Marks

1 Shaista Shafi D/o Mohammad Shafi Parray 07-06-2006 Bon Mohalla Hajin MC W. No. 8 465/500 93.00%
2 Mehak Mehraj D/o Mehraj Ud din Parray 13-10-2004 Bon Mohalla Hajin MC W. No. 8 417/500 83.40%

3 Gulshana 
Rasool D/o Ghulam Rasool Parray 10-03-1997 Bon Mohalla Hajin MC W. No. 8 410/500 82.00%

4 Nusrat Bano D/o Khazir Mohammad Parray 29-03-2002 Bon Mohalla Hajin MC W. No. 8 391/500 78.20%
5 Ishrat Nazir D/o Nazir Ahmad Lone 24-05-2002 Bon Mohalla Hajin MC W. No. 8 391/500 78.20%
6 Mehak Hamid D/o Abdul Hamid Parray 02-09-2001 Bon Mohalla Hajin MC W. No. 8 374/500 74.80%
7 Insha D/o Mushtaq Ahmad Parray 04-03-2002 Bon Mohalla Hajin MC W. No. 8 361/500 72.20%

8 Mubeena Aziz D/o Abdul Aziz Dar, 
W/o Farhath Hamid 02-12-1989 Bon Mohalla Hajin MC W. No. 8 512/750 68.27%

9 Raflya Manzoor D/o Manzoor Ahmad Parray 13-03-1999 Bon Mohalla Hajin MC W. No. 8 333/500 66.60%
10 Mehak Majeed D/o Abdul Majeed Parray 03-09-2005 Bon Mohalla Hajin MC W. No. 8 327/500 65.40%
11 Sabiya Shafi  D/o Mohammad Shafi Malla  06-10-2007  Bon Mohalla Hajin  MC W. No. 8 325/500 65.00% 

12 Nazima 
Maqbool D/o Mohamad Maqbool Wani 20-12-1998 Bon Mohalla Hajin MC W. No. 8 323/500 64.60%

13 Danishta 
Rasheed D/o Abdul Rasheed Shah 08-08-2002 Bon Mohalla Hajin MCW. No. 8 320/500 64.00%

14 Ifath Ali D/o All Mohd Rather, W/o 
Waseem ud din Parray 01-03-1993 Bon Mohalla Hajin MCW. No. 8 458/750 61.07%

15 Maroofa D/o Ghulam Rasool Parray 08-08-2007 Bon Mohalla Hajin MCW. No. 8 303/500 60.60%
16 Iqra Basheer D/o Basheer Ahmad Parray 08-06-2005 Bon Mohalla Hajin MCW. No. 8 297/500 59.40%
17 Shafeeqa Akhter D/o Gh Hassan Parray 11-03-1992 Bon Mohalla Hajin MCW. No. 8 404/750 53.87%
18 Najma Maqbool D/o Mohamad Maqbool Parray 13-01-2001 Bon Mohalla Hajin MCW. No. 8 266/500 53.20%

19 Mehwish 
Mushtaq D/o Mushtaq Ahmad Parray 03-06-2004 Bon Mohalla Hajin MCW. No. 8 250/500 50.00%

20 Masrat 
Mohiudin

D/o Gulam Mohl Din Lone, W/o 
Naveed Ahmad Lone 04-04-1989 Bon Mohalla Hajin MCW. No. 8 372/750 49.60%

21 Kausar Maqbool D/o Mohamad Maqbool wani 02-11-1996 Bon Mohalla Hajin MCW. No. 8 223/500 44.60%

22 Subreena Akhter D/o Gh Nabl Paray, W/o Ishfaq 
Ahmad Paray 10-11-1990 Bon Mohalla Hajin MCW. No. 8 310/750 41.33%

23 Neelofar Gull D/o Gh Mohmad Mir, W/o llyas 
AltafWanl 01-02-1989 Bon Mohalla Hajin MC W. No. 8 309/750 41.20%

24 Rehana Bano D/o Gh Ahmad Dar; W//o 
Irshad Ahmad Parray 01-02-1990 Bon Mohalla Hajin MC W. No. 8 282/750 37.60%

01 Suzain Yousuf D/o Mohammad Yousuf Teli 22-10-2004 Banger Mohalla Hajin MCW.
No.12 419/500 83.80%

02 Misbah D/o Altaf Ahmad Denthoo 11-08-2005 Banger Mohalla Hajin MCW.
No.12 391/500 78.20%

03 Urfi Rahman D/o Abdul Rahman Dar 08-03-2006 Banger Mohalla Hajin MCW.
No.12 387/500 77.40%

04 Fazila Ali D/o Ali Mohammad Mir 20-08-2003 Banger Mohalla Hajin MCW.
No.12 374/500 74.80%

05 Zahida Ahad D/o Abdul Ahad Teli 05-03-1996 Banger Mohalla Hajin MCW.
No.12 373/500 74.60%

06 Asmat Aara D/o Ghulam Nabi Dar 11-08-1999 Banger Mohalla Hajin MCW.
No.12 309/600 61.80%

07 Shabnum Shafi D/o Mohamad Shafi Najar 20-05-2002 Banger Mohalla Hajin MCW.
No.12 301/500 60.20%

08 Aanisa Majeed D/o Abdul Majeed Dar 23-03-2003 Banger Mohalla Hajin MCW.
No.12 277/500 55.40%

09 Shafiya Hamid D/o Ab Hamld Ganaie, W/o 
Shabeer Ahmad Dar 10-11-1997 Banger Mohalla Hajin MCW.

No.12 271/500 54.20%

10 Rozia Ramzan D/o Mohammad Ramzan Mir, 
W/o Firdous Ahmad Parray 02-01-1989 Banger Mohalla Hajin MCW.

No.12 315/600 52.50%

11 Ishrat Akhter D/o Mohammad Ashraf Wani 03-10-2005 Banger Mohalla Hajin MC.No.12 254/500 50.80%

12 Mysara D/o Abdul Jabar Parray 05-06-2000 Banger Mohalla Hajin MCW.
No.12 250/500 50.00%

13 Tasfeeda 
Hassan

D/o Gh Hassan Dar, W/o 
Imtiyaz Ahmad Paray 14-06-1990 Banger Mohalla Hajin MCW.

No.12 374/750 49.87%

14 Neghat D/o Nazir Ahmad Wagay 08-01-2006 Banger Mohalla Hajin MCW.
No.12 244/500 48.80%

15 Nuzhat D/o Abdul Ahad Mir 15-03-2006 Banger Mohalla Hajin MCW.
No.12 240/500 48.00%

16 Rifat Aara D/o Ghulam Nabi Najar, 
W/o Waseem Ahmad Najar 01-08-1997 Banger Mohalla Hajin MCW.

No.12 221/500 44.20%

01 Shaista Rashid D/o Abdul Rashid Bhat 05-03-2000 Matipora (B) Ajas A W. No. 2 395/500 79.00%
02 Rifath Jan D/o Ab Salam Bhat 04-04-2000 Matipora (B) Ajas A W. No. 2 369/500 73.80%

03 Shaheena 
Hamid

D/o Ab Hamid Dar, W/o 
Mohsen Hassan Lone 08-01-1991 Matipora (B) Ajas A W. No. 2 482/750 64.27%

04 Rafia Habib D/o Habib Ul Ullah Lone, W/o 
Rouf ul Islam 05-04-1998 Matipora (B) Ajas A W. No. 2 319/500 63.80%

05 Ambreena 
Bashir D/o Bashir Ahmad Lone 25-02-2003 Matipora (B) Ajas A W. No. 2 319/500 63.80%

06 Nighat Rashid D/o Abdul Rashid Parray 07-02-2005 Matipora (B) Ajas A W. No. 2 284/500 56.80%

07 Ulfat Rashid D/o Ab Rashid Lone, W/o 
Manzoor Ahmad Rather 06-03-1991 Matipora (B) Ajas A W. No. 2 404/750 53.87%

08 Rubaya Gh Nabi D/o Gh Nabi Bhat 08-02-1993 Matipora (B) Ajas A W. No. 2 397/750 52.93%

09 Binsha Bilal D/o Bilal Ahmad Mir, W/o 
Tanveer Ahmad Rather 16-11-2001 Matipora (B) Ajas A W. No. 2 261/500 52.20%

10 Qurat Ul Ain D/o Farooq Ahmad Rather, W/o 
Irshad Ahmad Bhat 01-03-1998 Matipora (B) Ajas A W. No. 2 257/500 51.40%

11 Mysara Hassan D/o Gh Hassan Parray 06-03-2000 Matipora (B) Ajas A W. No. 2 254/500 50.80%
12 Oumaya Saleem D/o Mohammad Maqbool Bhat 04-03-2002 Matipora (B) Ajas A W. No. 2 239/500 47.80%
13 Asmat Ara D/o Gh Mohd Lone 15-01-1996 Matipora (B) Ajas A W. No. 2 224/500 44.80%

01 Howaida 
Anayath D/o Anayath Ullah Lone 07-04-2001 Waza Mohalla (B) Ajas B W. No. 1 439/500 87.80%

02 Mozima Mumtaz D/o Mumtaz Ahmad Lone 12-03-2007 Waza Mohalla (B) Ajas B W. No. 1 400/500 80.00%
03 Aanisa Qayoom D/o Ab Qayoom Lone 21-08-1991 Waza Mohalla (B) Ajas B W. No. 1 506/750 67.47%

04 Ruqiya Rashid D/o Ab Rashid Chopan, W/o 
Irshad Ahmad Lone 12-11-1992 Waza Mohalla (B) Ajas B W. No. 1 458/750 61.07%

 05 Masrat Majied D/o Abdul Majied Rather 20-03-2002 Waza Mohalla (B) Ajas B W. No. 1 286/500 57.20%
06 Sefia Bano D/o Mohammad Shafi Rather 05-06-1999 Waza Mohalla (B) Ajas B W. No. 1 250/500 50.00%

07 Nusrat Mohi 
Ud Din

D/o Gh Mohi Ud Din Bhat, W/o 
Aamer Maqbool Lone 03-04-1989 Waza Mohalla (B) Ajas B W. No. 1 362/750 48.27%

08 Sakeena Ali D/o Ali Mohd Bhat, W/o Aashiq 
Hussain Lone 02-02-1990 Waza Mohalla (B) Ajas B W. No. 1 290/750 38.67%

01 Aarifa Maqbool D/o Mohd Maqbool Sofi 10-01-2000 Bagwan Mohalla Safapora C 
W.No.5 338/500 67.60%

02 Shahzada Shafi D/o Mohamad Shafi Bhat 01-10-1995 Bagwan Mohalla Safapora C 
W.No.5 246/500 49.20%

03 Shazia Akhter D/o Late Abdul Ahad Dar, W/o 
Shakeel Ahmad Bhat 10-12-1996 Bagwan Mohalla Safapora C 

W.No.5 229/500 45.80%

01 Khushboo Bano D/o Nazeer Ahmad Dar 09-12-2003 Bakerpora (B) Sadunara A W.NO.1 315/500 63.00%

02 Bilkees Aara D/o Abdul Rasheed Tantry, W/o 
Umar Tariq 05-01-1998 Bakerpora (B) Sadunara A W.NO.1 305/500 61.00%

Annexure “B”

S. No Name of 
Candidate

Parentage/ 
Husband’s Name DOB Location for which 

selected

Marks obtained 
as per 12th Class 

Marks Sheet

Percentage 
of Marks Remarks

01 Shaista Shafi D/o Mohammad 
Shafi Parray 07-06-2006 Bon Mohalla Hajin MC 

W. No. 8 465/500 93.00%

02 Suzain Yousuf D/o Mohammad 
Yousuf Tell 22-10-2004 Banger Mohalla Hajin 

MCW.No.12 419/500 83.80%

03 Shaista Rashid D/o Abdul Rashid 
Bhat 05-03-2000 Matipora (B) Ajas W. 

No. 2 395/500 79.00%

04 Howaida 
Anayath

D/o Anayath Ullah 
Lone 07-04-2001 Waza Mohalla (B) Ajas 

W. No. 1 439/500 87.80%

05 Aarifa Maqbool D/o Mohd Maqbool 
Sofi 10-01-2000 Bagwan Mohalla 

Safapora W.No.5 338/500 67.60%

06 Khushboo 
Bano

D/o Nazeer Ahmad 
Dar 09-12-2003 Bakerpora (B) 

Sadunara W.NO.1 315/500 63.00%

No: - CDPO/Hjn/Estt/2026-27/231 Child Development Project Officer 
Dated: 11-05-2026 Poshan Project Hajin Bandipora.
 (Member Secretary)

DIPK-1214-26
DT: 11/05/2026

Cultural Academy continues 
efforts to connect younger 
generation with heritage

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: Jammu and 
Kashmir Academy of  Art, 
Culture and Languages 
(JKAACL) organized a sig-
nificant literary and cul-
tural programme at Village 
Zaldura, Doru, Anantnag, 
with the primary objective 
of  connecting the younger 
generation with their rich 
heritage, language, and 
cultural traditions.

The programme was 
aimed at encouraging 
young students and local 
youth to remain connect-
ed with their roots and to 
develop a deeper under-
standing of  their cultural 
identity.

The event witnessed 
enthusiastic participation 
from students, young writ-
ers, and members of  the 
local community. During 
the programme, students 
and young participants 
presented poetry recita-
tions and literary pieces, 
showcasing their talent 
and interest in Punjabi 
language and literature. 
Their performances were 
highly appreciated by the 
audience and reflected 
the growing enthusiasm 
among the younger gener-
ation towards preserving 
their mother tongue and 
cultural legacy.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Popinder Singh 

Paras, Chief  Editor, Pun-
jabi Sheeraza, empha-
sized the importance of  
preserving language and 
culture in today’s rapidly 
changing world. He stated 
that the Academy remains 
committed to promoting 
Punjabi language, litera-
ture, and cultural values 
among the youth through 
meaningful programmes 
at the grassroots level. He 
added that such literary 
and cultural initiatives not 
only strengthen the bond 
of  young people with their 
heritage but also help in 
nurturing a sense of  pride 
and belonging towards 
their traditions.

He further said that 
in the present era of  glo-
balization and techno-
logical advancement, it 
has become even more 
important to preserve our 

linguistic and cultural 
identity. “Our heritage is 
our strength, and it is our 
collective responsibility to 
pass it on to future genera-
tions,” he remarked.

 He also highlighted that 
JKAACL has been con-
tinuously organizing pro-
grammes across Jammu 
and Kashmir to encourage 
youth participation and 
to provide a platform for 
emerging writers, poets, 
and artists.

The programme also 
served as an interactive 
platform where elders 
and community members 
shared their experiences 
and insights regarding the 
importance of  preserving 
traditional values, local 
literature, and indigenous 
cultural practices. Their 
words inspired the younger 
participants and reinforced 

the significance of  main-
taining a strong connection 
with their roots.

Prominent local per-
sonalities, social workers, 
and community leaders 
were present on the occa-
sion and appreciated the 
efforts of  the Academy and 
expressed hope that more 
such programmes would 
be organized in rural areas 
to benefit the younger gen-
eration and strengthen 
cultural awareness at the 
grassroots level.

The event concluded 
with a collective resolve to 
continue promoting litera-
ture, language, and cultural 
awareness among the youth, 
reaffirming the Academy’s 
dedication towards preserv-
ing and celebrating the rich 
cultural diversity and liter-
ary traditions of  Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Driving Industrial Growth in J&K

Ministry of Mines to Launch Second 

Tranche of Limestone Block Auctions

Somnath Swabhiman Parv 
celebrations held at Tirath Raj 
Kapal Mochan Temple Shopian

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: District-level 
celebrations under the 
nationwide campaign 
“Somnath Swabhiman 
Parv – 75 Years of  recon-
struction and inaugura-
tion of  Somnath Temple” 
was Monday celebrated 
at the historic Tirath Raj 
Kapal Mochan Temple at  
Deegam, Nagbal, Shopian.

The event witnessed 
enthusiastic public partic-
ipation and devotees and 
was organised in line with 
the directions of  the Min-
istry of  Culture, Govern-
ment of  India, to commem-
orate the rich spiritual and 
cultural legacy associated 
with the Somnath Temple.

Deputy Commissioner 
Shopian, Shishir Gupta 
along with  ADDC Shopian, 
Dr.Nasir Ahmad Lone and 
other officers and officials 
also participated in the cel-
ebrations.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC said that such 
programmes serve as a 
symbol of  India’s glori-
ous civilisational heritage 
and strengthen the spirit 
of  unity, faith and com-
munal harmony among 
the people.

During the event, devo-
tional bhajans, puja ritu-
als, public participation 
drives, cleanliness cam-
paigns and awareness 
activities were organised 
at the Temple.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Ministry 
of  Mines, Government of  
India, is set to launch the 
second tranche of  auction 
of  limestone blocks in the 
Union Territory of  Jammu 
& Kashmir on May 12, 2026, 
at Srinagar. Building upon 
the successful initiation of  
mineral block auctions in 
the UT, this marks another 
significant step towards 
unlocking the region’s 
mineral potential and 
strengthening its contri-
bution towards the vision 
of  Viksit Bharat and Aat-
manirbhar Bharat.

Under Tranche II, the 
Ministry, in collaboration 
with the Government of  
Jammu & Kashmir, is offer-
ing 12 limestone blocks for 

auction. These blocks are 
located across the districts 
of  Anantnag, Rajouri, and 
Poonch, and include both 
newly identified blocks 
as well as those being re-
auctioned under second 
attempt, reflecting the Gov-
ernment’s commitment 
towards optimal resource 
utilization and sustained 
industry participation.

The launch event will be 
held at Srinagar and will 
be graced by Shri Piyush 
Goyal, Secretary, Ministry 
of  Mines. Shri Ashwani 
Kumar, Additional Chief  
Secretary, Government of  
Jammu & Kashmir, along 
with senior officials from 
the Ministry of  Mines 
and the Government of  
Jammu & Kashmir, will 
also be present during the 

event, highlighting the 
Centre and UT Govern-
ment’s shared commitment 
towards accelerating min-
eral development, indus-
trial growth, and inclu-
sive economic progress in 
Jammu & Kashmir.

The blocks are broadly 
categorized under UNFC 
G3 and G4 stages of  explo-
ration, indicating promising 
geological potential with 
substantial industrial-grade 
limestone deposits. These 
resources are critical for 
key sectors such as cement, 
construction, and infra-
structure, and are expected 
to play an important role 
in supporting industrial 
growth and economic devel-
opment in the region.

The auction is being con-
ducted under the provisions 

of  the Mines and Minerals 
(Development and Regula-
tion) Act, 1957 and the Min-
eral (Auction) Rules, 2015 
(as amended). The process 
is designed to be transpar-
ent, competitive, and aligned 
with global best practices, 
with bidding conducted 
through a digital e-auction 
platform.

The Ministry of  Mines 
remains committed to pro-
moting scientific and sus-
tainable mining practices. 
The successful auction and 
operationalization of  these 
blocks is expected to gen-
erate significant revenue, 
create employment oppor-
tunities, strengthen indus-
trial growth, and contrib-
ute towards the inclusive 
development of  Jammu & 
Kashmir.

Prompt redress of public 
grievances receiving govt’s  
prime focus: Javid Dar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The prime 
focus of  present dispensa-
tion is to ensure prompt 
redress of  public grievances 
through a responsive and 
people-centric governance.

Minister for Agriculture 
Production, Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayati Raj, 
Cooperative and Election 

Department, Javid Ahmad 
Dar, stated this during his 
exclusive interaction with 
scores of  public delegations 
who called on him Monday 
from various parts of  Kash-
mir Division at the Civil Sec-
retariat here. He took stock 
their grievances and devel-
opmental concerns.

The delegations apprised 
the Minister of  several 
issues pertaining to repair 
and upgradation of  roads 
and streets, transfer-related 
matters, adequate irrigation 
water supply and other 

developmental require-
ments concerning their 
respective areas.

During the interaction, 
the Minister assured the 
delegations that all their 
genuine issues would be 
addressed in a time-bound 
and through close coordi-
nation with the concerned 
departments.

Javid Dar reiterated that 

public grievance redress 
remains a prime focus of the 
government. He emphasized 
that sustained public out-
reach and direct interaction 
are essential for ensuring 
transparent, accountable 
and efficient governance. 
He stated that the Omar 
Abdullah government is 
working with dedication to 
strengthen the basic infra-
structure, enhance service 
delivery mechanisms and 
ensure equitable develop-
ment across Jammu and 
Kashmir.
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IFL 2025-26: Real Kashmir defeat 
Aizawl FC to end campaign on a high

IPL 2026: Skipper Axar Patel, David Miller's fifties 
and lower-order blitz keep Delhi Capitals alive

IPL 2026: Iyer laments poor execution of ‘fielding 
and bowling’ after loss vs Delhi Capitals

Senior Open Ranking Wrestling: Deepak Punia 
secures 92kg gold as the freestyle section concludes

‘Messi was unhappy, protested my arrest’: Event organiser 

Satadru Dutta claims over football icon’s chaotic India tour

IANS

HYDERABAD:  Real 
Kashmir FC finished their 
campaign on a winning 
note, clinching a 2-1 win 
against Aizawl FC in their 
Indian Football League 
(IFL) 2025-26 Relegation 
Phase match at the Deccan 
Arena in Hyderabad on 
Monday. Christian Moses 
and Junior Traore scored 
from the spot in the first 
and second-half, respec-
tively, to guide the Snow 
Leopards to three points. 
Laltlanzova scored the only 
goal for Aizawl.

The win allows Real 
Kashmir to finish as the 
top-placed team in the 
Relegation Phase with 14 
points, while Aizawl stays a 
place below with 11 points.

Zomuansanga provided 
the first attacking spark 
of  the game inside the 
opening 20 seconds as the 
Aizawl forward drove into 
the Real Kashmir penalty 
area after a bright start 
from his side.

Both teams approached 
the contest with attacking 
intent from the outset, press-
ing aggressively and look-
ing to move the ball quickly 
through transitions. With 
relegation safety already 
secured for both sides, the 
match was played at a high 
tempo with little hesitation 
in possession.

Aizawl looked to create 
openings through Vanl-
alhriatzuala K and Eric 
Remruatpuia Chhangte 

on the flanks, while Real 
Kashmir responded with 
Ahteeb Ahmad Dar and 
Moses making repeated 
runs down the wings in 
search of  early deliveries 
into the box.

Real Kashmir continued 
to hold a high defensive 
line, prompting Aizawl to 
target quick counters with 
Zomuansanga leading 
the transitions whenever 
space opened up behind 
the defence. However, the 
Snow Leopards managed to 
recover well and prevented 
the hosts from creating any 
major opening.

The deadlock was final-
ly broken deep into added 
time after Real Kashmir 
were awarded a penalty 

just before halftime. Moses 
stepped up in the eighth 
minute of  the first half  
injury time and calmly 
sent Vanlal Hriatpuia the 
wrong way to hand the 
Snow Leopards the lead 
heading into the break.

Real Kashmir resumed 
the second half  with 
renewed attacking inten-
sity and nearly doubled 
their advantage imme-
diately after the restart. 
Issah rose highest from a 
corner in the 46th minute 
and directed a deft header 
towards goal, but Hriatpuia 
reacted sharply to parry 
the effort away.

Traore then came close 
in the 53rd minute after 
finding space inside the 

penalty area, but Hriatpuia 
came to Aizawl’s rescue 
with a quick save at his 
near post to deny the Real 
Kashmir forward.

The sustained pressure 
eventually paid off  on the 
hour mark. Moments after 
Haokip’s header had been 
cleared off  the goalline, 
Aafreen was fouled inside 
the penalty area to hand 
Real Kashmir their second 
spot-kick of  the night. 
Traore stepped up and 
calmly slotted his effort 
into the bottom corner in 
the 60th minute to double 
the Snow Leopards’ advan-
tage.

Unlike the first half, 
where both sides com-
peted on equal footing, the 
second period was largely 
dominated by Real Kash-
mir. Aizawl struggled 
to sustain possession in 
the attacking third, with 
their backline forced into 
extended defensive spells 
for most of  the half.

Aizawl finally threat-
ened in the 67th minute 
when Laltlanzova showed 
good footwork inside the 
box before getting his shot 
away, but Aafreen pro-
duced an excellent last-
ditch block to preserve the 
two-goal cushion.

Aizawl finally managed 
to score after Real Kash-
mir failed to clear their 
lines from a corner. Lalt-
lanzova reacted quickest 
at the near post and rifled 
the loose ball into the net to 
reduce the deficit.

IANS

DHARAMSALA: Delhi 
Capitals accomplished the 
highest successful chase in 
IPL history by overhauling 
210 runs with six balls to 
spare against Punjab Kings 
in Match 55 of  the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) 2026 
at the Himachal Pradesh 
Cricket Association Sta-
dium, Dharamsala, on 
Monday.

A strong performance 
from captain Axar Patel, 
an aggressive innings from 
David Miller, and a bold 
late cameo from IPL debu-
tant Madhav Tiwari. Delhi 
Capitals chased down 211 
after facing early setbacks 
at 14/2 and later 138/5.

The chase started poorly. 
Before this, the highest 
successful T20 chase in 
Dharamsala had been 
South Africa's 200 against 
India in 2015. In the IPL, 
Chennai Super Kings' 193 
against Kings XI Punjab in 
2010 set the record. PBKS’ 
opening bowlers seemed 
ready to defend 210 as 
Arshdeep Singh conceded 
only six runs in the first 
over, despite an edged 
boundary. The first blow 
came quickly. Playing his 
first game of  the season, 
Shardul Thakur bowled 
Abishek Porel with a well-
placed ball that knocked 
the middle stump out of  
the ground.

Things got worse when 
KL Rahul top-edged a pull 
shot off  Arshdeep, allow-
ing Marco Jansen to sprint 

from first slip to make a 
spectacular diving catch 
ahead of  Prabhsimran 
Singh. At 14/2 after three 
overs, DC was under sig-
nificant pressure.

Debutant Sahil Parakh 
briefly lifted the mood. 
After almost getting out 
on his second ball against 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, 
he opened his account 
with a six over long-off  
off  Thakur and later con-
tributed a boundary in a 
20-run fourth over that 
also included two fours 
from Tristan Stubbs. But 
Arshdeep returned in the 
third Power-play to dis-
miss Parakh for 14. The 
batter mistimed a ramp 
shot towards short fine leg, 
where Yuzvendra Chahal 
nearly dropped a simple 
catch before securing it.

DC stood at 38/3 after five 
overs, but Axar and Stubbs 
began to build a solid part-
nership. However, PBKS’s 
fielding mixed moments of  

brilliance with mistakes. 
Arshdeep dropped Stubbs at 
long-on off  Ben Dwarshuis, 
while Suryansh Shedge 
later misjudged Axar’s shot 
at deep square leg. Even-
tually, Stubbs was run out 
after a mix-up, with Cooper 
Connolly making a sharp 
direct hit at the bowler’s 
end.

Miller then entered the 
game and, along with Axar, 
reignited the chase. Dew 
settled in, making the ball 
slippery, which led PBKS to 
change it after giving away 
15 wides in 13 overs. Axar, 
who had scored just 44 runs 
in eight innings before this 
match at an average of  6.3, 
finally found his rhythm. 
He hit Marcus Stoinis for 
three consecutive bound-
aries, reaching a 28-ball 
fifty, and added a six off  
Dwarshuis as DC reached 
113/4 after 12 overs.

Arshdeep performed 
well, finishing with 2/21 
after allowing only five 

runs in the 15th over, but 
Miller kept DC’s hopes 
alive. He hit Jansen for 
a six and a four before 
Ashutosh Sharma contrib-
uted another boundary in a 
15-run over. Chahal, trying 
to stop one of  those bound-
aries, appeared to injure 
his left shoulder and didn't 
bowl for the rest of  the 
innings.

The match shifted again 
in the 17th over. Miller hit 
two huge sixes off  Jansen, 
putting DC in a stronger 
position. However, attempt-
ing a third six, he top-edged 
a pull shot, and Prabhsim-
ran made a diving catch 
near short third.

Still, the game had one 
more twist. IPL debutant 
Madhav Tiwari displayed 
remarkable composure 
under pressure. After hit-
ting a boundary through 
a backward point, he part-
nered with Ashutosh to 
score 19 runs off  Stoinis 
in the 18th over. Tiwari’s 
18 runs off  just eight balls 
changed the game and kept 
DC in the fight.

Needing 17 runs in the 
final two overs, Tiwari 
started with another 
boundary before Ashutosh 
hit a six, only to get out 
immediately after. A no-
ball boundary shifted the 
momentum again. Auqib 
Nabi finished the chase 
with a massive six, allow-
ing DC to complete the 
highest successful IPL 
chase in Dharamsala and 
keeping their playoff  hopes 
alive.

IANS

DHARAMSALA: Shreyas 
Iyer pointed to poor execu-
tion with both the ball and 
in the field after Punjab 
Kings couldn't defend 210 
against Delhi Capitals in 
a thrilling finish at the 
Himachal Pradesh Cricket 
Association Stadium in 
Dharamsala on Monday.

Reflecting on the loss, 
Iyer acknowledged that 
PBKS let the game slip due 
to poor bowling and field-
ing. “Don’t have to beat 
around the bush, but field-
ing and bowling again,” he 
said after the match.

PBKS seemed in control 
after scoring 210/5, thanks 
to Priyansh Arya’s explo-
sive 56 off  33 balls, Iyer’s 
quick runs in the middle, 
and Suryansh Shedge’s 
impressive late attack on 
Mitchell Starc in the pen-
ultimate over.

Arya set the tone right 
from the start, hitting Starc 
over cover-point for six as 
PBKS raced to 72/0 during 
the powerplay. Iyer main-
tained the momentum 
through the middle overs, 
and Shedge then hammered 
Starc for a six, a four, and 
a massive 100-meter maxi-
mum in the 19th over, push-
ing PBKS beyond 200.

The PBKS captain 
insisted that their total 
should have been enough 
on a challenging pitch that 
provided seam movement 
and inconsistent bounce. 
“Absolutely. I feel it was 30 
runs more on this wicket, 
given how the ball was 
seaming and the variable 
bounce,” he stated.

However, DC responded 
with their best batting per-
formance of  the season. 
They found themselves 
at 14/2 and later 38/3, but 
rebuilt with captain Axar 

Patel and Tristan Stubbs. 
David Miller then changed 
the game with a series of  
boundaries and sixes. IPL 
debutant Madhav Tiwari 
added a fearless cameo of  
18 off  eight balls, while 
Auqib Nabi finished the 
chase with a towering 
six, marking the highest 
successful IPL chase in 
Dharamsala history.

Iyer also explained why 
Yuzvendra Chahal did 
not bowl, despite the dew 
making things tough for 
the fast bowlers. “It was 
a consideration, but given 
the way it was seaming, if  
we had followed our lines 
and lengths, we might have 
gotten wickets. But we did 
not,” he added.

“I always say that hard 
length or just short of  hard 
length is the best delivery. 
It's not easy for a new 
batter to hit. We fell short 
of  our plan.”

IANS

KOLKATA: Organiser 
Satadru Dutta has claimed 
that Lionel Messi was 
unhappy over his arrest 
following the chaotic Kol-
kata event involving the 
Argentine football icon, 
while renewing allegations 
of  political interference, 
security breaches, and a 
“one-way investigation” 
into the controversy.

Speaking exclusively to 
IANS nearly six months 
after the incident, Dutta 
alleged that Messi himself  
was disturbed by the devel-
opments surrounding the 
event and the subsequent 
police action against him.

“Messi was unhappy; he 
protested my arrest,” Dutta 
claimed.

The organiser reiter-
ated that the event had a 
tightly controlled “show 

flow” approved by police 
and security authorities, 
but alleged that repeated 
violations by unauthorised 
individuals derailed the 
programme and eventual-
ly triggered crowd unrest. 
He claimed that the then 
West Bengal Sports Min-
ister Aroop Biswas broke 
the whole show flow, “The 
most weird reason is obvi-
ously, the minister doesn't 
know what his responsi-
bility is, he played with the 
emotions of  the state, emo-
tions of  the fan, and obvi-
ously, I became the victim 
of  it,” Dutta alleged.

“He forgot that any 
action can jeopardise the 
event, he did it, the first 
thing he did was, he used 
his political clout to make 
sure that he can, you know, 
he can have his own will, 
you know, own way of  
doing this event,” he added.

Dutta maintained that 
Biswas was never official-
ly authorised to be part of  
the programme surround-
ing Messi. “He was not part 
of  the show flow. I have the 
show flow. I can show you 
the show flow, and I can 
share the show flow that 
was officially emailed to 
the police,” he said.

Questioning the minis-
ter’s presence during the 
event, Dutta added, “Have 

you seen any other minis-
ter in any other city where 
the event happened? Leav-
ing the chief  minister and 
that, and people who you 
know were part of  the 
show, which we discussed, 
they are only there. Arup 
Biswas was not part of  the 
show flow.”

The organiser fur-
ther alleged that Biswas 
breached personal interac-
tion protocols with Messi 
during the programme. 
“Absolutely, you know, he 
is, you have to understand, 
in Latin protocols, in Latin 
culture, unless you ask 
anybody, you can't touch 
him. They call it a bad 
touch,” Dutta claimed.

“First thing he did was, 
you know, he touched his 
waist, he touched his shoul-
der. Don't forget he's Lionel 
Messi. And in the first 
interaction, it shouldn't 

be like this. It should be a 
handshake,” he added.

According to Dutta, 
Messi appeared visibly 
uncomfortable as unau-
thorised individuals 
entered restricted areas 
for photographs.

“Leo, being a good guy, 
kept quiet. But then he was 
not leaving. He was calling his 
people, you know, this min-
ister was calling his family 
members, calling his bureau-
crat friends, taking photos, 
and he could have, you know, 
that was not part of  the show 
flow. So he was feeling, you 
know, uneasy,” Dutta alleged.

Dutta also claimed he 
repeatedly objected to the 
situation during the live 
event. “I told him there are 
video footage. It was shown 
live in Durashtra and Soni 
Liv. I told him, please, why 
are you calling people to 
take photos?” he said.

IANS

GONDA: The Wrestling Federation of  
India (WFI) on Monday announced the 
conclusion of  the men's freestyle events 
at the Senior Open Ranking Tournament 
2026, held at Nandininagar Mahavidya-
laya, Gonda (UP), on Monday.

The national ranking competition 
recorded a total participation of  593 wres-
tlers competing across various designated 
weight categories.

In the 92kg freestyle division, Deepak 
Punia (Haryana) secured the gold medal 
and the top national ranking. Punia 
advanced to the final round following a 
semifinal victory over Raja (Haryana), 
ultimately defeating Vansh (Haryana) in 
the gold medal bout.

In the 125kg heavyweight division, Rohit 
(Haryana) progressed through the tourna-
ment bracket following a closely contested 
victory over Anirudh (Haryana) in Match 
No. 179, resulting in Anirudh's elimina-
tion. Rohit went on to secure a bronze 
medal in the category.

As the tournament transitioned to the 
Greco-Roman style, several athletes have 
secured crucial placements in the late 
knockout stages. In the 82kg division, Umesh 
successfully advanced out of  the quarterfi-
nals to book his spot in the semifinals.

The 87kg category saw Sagar, Manoj 
Kumar, Manav Sharma, and Tejpal win 
their respective quarterfinal bouts to 
lock in the final four semifinal positions. 
In the heavier weight classes, Abhimanu 
and Ashish have confirmed their places in 
the 97kg gold medal match, while Mehar 
Singh confidently progressed to the 130kg 
tournament final.

Speaking on the tournament's progress, 
Sanjay Singh, President, Wrestling Federa-

tion of  India (WFI), said, "The conclusion 
of  the freestyle events today showcased 
exceptional skill, highlighted by Deepak 
Punia’s commendable run to secure the 
92kg gold. As the Greco-Roman matches 
intensify, we continue to see the high cali-
bre and depth of  our domestic athletes."

Final freestyle tournament results:
57kg Freestyle: Gold - Sagar | Silver - 

Rupesh | Bronze - Lakshay & Sahil
61kg Freestyle: Gold - Abhishek | Silver 

- Bhuvanesh | Bronze - Vivek & Sandeep
65kg Freestyle: Gold - Sawan Satish | 

Silver - Udit | Bronze - Ajay & Abhishek Dha
70kg Freestyle: Gold - Anuj Kumar | 

Silver - Tejveer Singh | Bronze - Rakesh 
Kumar & Naveen

74kg Freestyle: Gold - Yash | Silver - 
Sourabh Sehr | Bronze - Naveen & Nishant 
Ruhi

79kg Freestyle: Gold - Naveen | Silver - 
Sachin | Bronze - Ritik Rana & Parvinder

86kg Freestyle: Gold - Deepak | Silver - 
Sahil Dalal | Bronze - Pushpender D & Aniket

92kg Freestyle: Gold - Deepak Punia 
| Silver - Vansh | Bronze - Raja & Robin 
Singh

97kg Freestyle: Gold - Prthivraj | Silver 
- Parveen Kumar | Bronze - Vishal & Ram-
dhan

125kg Freestyle: Gold - Shubham Dhil | 
Silver - Chirag | Bronze - Rohit & Karandeep


