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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2

Srinagar  Sunday 07, August 2022 Vol: 13 Issue No:183 Page:12 Price:  5/- (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa) RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

...PAGE: 09

OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication Our border villages are the inheritors of a rich tradi-

tion of courage and resilience. Under the leadership 
of Hon'ble PM Shri Narendra Modi, they are no longer 
the ‘last villages’ of India; they are our ‘First Villages': 
Lieutenant Governor

NC To Hold Crucial 
Meeting Today

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: National 
Conference president 
Dr. Farooq Abdullah will 
chair a crucial meeting of  
party leaders at the party 
headquarters, Nawai 
Subah, today, sources dis-
closed.

Sources said that the 
NC president will chair 
the meeting today to dis-
cuss key issues.

“The provincial work-
ing committee meeting of  
the party will be attended 
by the Chief  Minister, 
ministers, all MLAs from 
Kashmir, and senior lead-
ers,” they said.

The meeting gains sig-
nificance as Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah Wednesday 
hinted at a strong political 
message he plans to deliver 
after Eid.

Speaking at a function 
in Tangmarg, the CM said 
that he wants to “burst 
like a cloudburst” and 
would speak openly at a 
public gathering after Eid.

The CM’s statement 
has created ripples in 
political circles in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Sources said that the 
meeting is likely to dis-
cuss issues of  statehood, 
the functioning of  the 
government, and other 
key matters. P-06

Lok Bhavan Jammu & Kashmir
@LokBhavanJandK

“OUR BORDER VILLAGES ARE THE INHERITORS OF A RICH TRADITION OF courage and 
resilience. Under the leadership of Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, we have shifted the narrative. These are 
no longer the ‘last villages’ of India; they are our ‘First Villages'," 

     ‘Op Sindoor’ Anniversary

No Let-Up In Alert Along 
LoC, IB Sectors In J&K

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: The Indian 
Army and the Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) have main-
tained a heightened state 
of  alert along the Line of  
Control (LoC) and the Inter-
national Border (IB) across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

An official said that the 
security grid remains as 
vigilant as it was during last 
year’s ‘Operation Sindoor.’ 
“The alert posture has been 
sustained in view of  prevail-
ing India–Pakistan tensions 
and as the anniversary of  the 
military operation approach-
es, with no relaxation in sur-
veillance or troop readiness,” 
the official added.

“The alert level remains 
intact. Troops are maintain-
ing strict dominance along 
the LoC and are prepared to 
respond swiftly to any situ-
ation,” he said.

Key sectors in North 
Kashmir, including Gurez, 
Uri, Karnah and Tangdhar, 
as well as multiple forward 
areas in the Jammu region, 
are under intensified moni-

toring. Along the IB in 
Jammu, BSF personnel are 
carrying out round-the-clock 
patrolling supported by elec-
tronic surveillance systems.

Officials said the forces 
have significantly strength-
ened border management 
through the deployment of  
advanced and largely indig-
enous technologies.

AI-powered smart fenc-
ing systems integrated 
with “Avekshan” software 
are being used to detect and 
track movement along vul-
nerable stretches, while the 
Tactical Advanced Integrat-
ed Weapon System (TAIWS) 
enables automated sur-
veillance and rapid threat 
assessment.

Robotic Multi-Utility 
Legged Equipment (MULE) 
platforms are assisting troops 
in difficult terrain, particu-
larly in high-altitude sectors.

Anti-drone guns, jam-
ming systems and surveil-
lance drones equipped with 
high-resolution cameras and 
night-vision capabilities are 
ensuring continuous 24x7 
monitoring, P-06

'First Villages Of India, Not Last': LG 
Says Border Is Country’s ‘Backbone’
Says Glorious History Was Forged In The Arduous Paths Of These Villages

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Wednes-
day termed country’s border 
the “backbone of  India” and 
said the hamlets there are the 
inheritors of  a rich tradition 
of  courage and resilience.

"Our border villages are 
the inheritors of  a rich tra-
dition of  courage and resil-
ience. Under the leadership 
of  Hon'ble Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, we have 
shifted the narrative. These 
are no longer the ‘last villages’ 
of  India; they are our ‘First 
Villages'," the Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha said 
on Wednesday.

The Lieutenant Governor 
was addressing a public rally 
during his visit to the border 
village of  Regal in the Samba 
district today, where he initi-
ated and laid the foundation 
stones for several develop-
ment projects.

These include establish-
ment of  Digital Library at 
Government Primary School 
Regal, Construction of  Com-
munity Hall cum Recreation 

Centre at Regal, development 
of  Amrit Sarovar at Regal 
alongwith Drainage Channel, 
Installation of  03 Open Gyms 
and Installation of  Solar 
Street Lights.

In his address, the Lieuten-
ant Governor reaffirmed that 
the Administration is resolute 
to elevate the border settle-
ments from the periphery 

of  neglect to the forefront of  
national progress.

"Border villages like Regal 
are the backbone of  India. Our 
glorious history was forged 
in the arduous paths of  these 
border villages.

We are committed to safe-
guarding the dignity of  every 
border village family, ensur-
ing that those who P-06

Nation’s True Strength 
Lies In Its Cultural 
Consciousness: LG
 Inaugurates Shri Narsingh Dev 
Sanskrit Gurukul At Ghagwal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha Wednesday 
inaugurated the Shri Narsingh 
Dev Sanskrit Gurukul at the 
ancient Shri Narsingh Dev 
Temple in Ghagwal.

He also dedicated a Naksha-
tra Park and Yoga Dhyan 
Kendra to the public and laid 
foundation stone for Shri Nars-
ingh Dev Public Library and 
Open Air Amphitheatre.

Addressing a gathering of  
scholars, students and promi-
nent citizens, the Lieutenant 
Governor emphasized that the 
establishment of  Shri Nars-
ingh Dev Sanskrit Gurukul is a 
meaningful reconnection with 
India’s civilizational roots.

“It is a significant step 
towards cultural renaissance 
and the strengthening of  the 
ancient Indian knowledge tra-
dition,” he said. P-06

'Op Sindoor' Paid Dividends, But 
War Not Sustainable: Dr. Farooq       ‘Want To Burst Like A Cloudburst’

Omar Abdullah  Hints At Strong 

Political Message After Eid
Says Around 25,000 Jobs In Pipeline; Accused PDP Of Helping BJP In RS Polls

    Announces End Of Strikes On Iran

Trump Pauses US Operation 

In Strait Of Hormuz 

       ‘Operation Sindoor’ Anniversary

In Kashmir, Pride, Confidence Mark Response Of Tourists

Transporters Threaten 
To Go On Indefinite 
Strike From May 12

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Days after a Val-
ley-wide “chakka jam” over the 
Smart City bus row, transport-
ers in Kashmir on Wednesday 
announced an indefinite strike 
from May 12, warning of  a com-
plete halt in public transport if  
the government fails to address 
their demands.

Speaking to reporters in Sri-
nagar, Transport Association 
Kashmir President Shabir Matta, 
said the decision follows contin-
ued “inaction” by the authori-
ties despite repeated outreach by 
transport bodies after the April 
20 shutdown.

“We have given the government 
time till May 11. If  our genuine 
demands are not met, the entire 
Kashmir will observe a chakka 
jam from May 12,” Matta said.

He said transporters from 
South, North and Central Kash-
mir had attempted to engage 
with the administration through 
visits and public outreach but 
received no response. “Had the 
government called us P-06

India Marks First Anniversary 
Of Operation Sindoor

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: National Con-
ference president Farooq 
Abdullah on Wednesday said 
'Operation Sindoor' has paid 
its dividends, but asserted 
that "wars do not bring a 
solution, only misery".

"(Operation) Sindoor has 
paid its dividends. I think 
there is no more question of  
wars. Wars do not bring a solu-
tion, they just bring misery. 
Look at Ukraine and the 
destruction there, look at the 
Middle East. Look at the situ-
ation of  gas (supplies) here. It 
will take Qatar a year or two to 
restore gas supplies," Abdul-
lah told reporters at party 
headquarters here.

To another question 
about the Gulf  situation, the 
former chief  minister said 
the world was not ready for 
war, as prevailing economic 
conditions were bad.

"Don't panic, the world 
isn't ready for war. Economic 
conditions of  every country 
are already bad, and no coun-

try wants war. The Middle 
East has most of  the oil and 
gas, and if  pressure contin-
ues, then the situation in the 
world will be so bad that it 
will be difficult to survive," 
he added.

Asked about the recent 
assembly election results, 
the NC president said he sees 
the results like everyone else.

"How will I see, I see it like 
you are seeing. The results 
have come, Mamata (Baner-
jee) is not accepting (the 
results), she says there was 
huge rigging. This is the situ-
ation in Bengal. P-06

WARIS FAYAZ

TANGMARG: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah on Wednesday 
hinted at a strong political mes-
sage he plans to deliver after Eid, 
saying he was holding himself  
back as the occasion did not 
permit a political address.

Speaking at a function in 
Tangmarg, CM Omar, said he 
restrained himself  from making 
political remarks due to the aca-
demic setting. “Trust me, I want 
to burst like a cloudburst,” he 
said, adding that he will address 
a public gathering after Eid 
where he plans to speak in detail.

Abdullah said youth remain 
central to the future of  Jammu 
and Kashmir, and the govern-
ment is working to prepare them 

for emerging challenges. He said 
efforts are underway to strength-
en education, expand job oppor-
tunities and improve economic 
prospects.

Highlighting gaps in higher 
education, the CM said the lack 
of  adequate private universities 

forces students to move outside 
the Union Territory. He added 
that families spend thousands 
of  crores on education outside, 
often facing uncertainty during 
crises in countries like Bangla-
desh and Iran.

"The government has already 
passed a Private University Bill 
and is framing rules to facilitate 
the establishment of  institutions 
within Jammu and Kashmir," 
Omar said. He expressed hope 
that areas like Tangmarg could 
attract such universities due to 
their environment and climate.

On employment, the Chief  
Minister said the government 
has set a target to provide 
between 20,000 and 25,000 jobs 
this year. He acknowledged that 
government jobs P-06

AGENCIES

WASHINGTON: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump on 
Wednesday said that their 
Operation Epic Fury will 
be ended and the blockade 
would allow the Strait of  
Hormuz to be open to all.

Trump further said that 
if  Iran does not agree to the 
conditions for the ceasefire, 
the bombing would begin.

In a post on Truth Social, 
Trump said, "Assuming Iran 
agrees to give what has been 
agreed to, which is, perhaps, 
a big assumption, the already 
legendary Epic Fury will be 
at an end, and the highly 
effective Blockade will allow 
the Hormuz Strait to be 
OPEN TO ALL, including 
Iran. If  they don't agree, the 
bombing starts, and it will be, 
sadly, at a much higher level 
and intensity than it was 
before. Thank you for your 
attention to this matter! Pres-
ident DONALD J. TRUMP"

The announcement fol-
lows a declaration by the 
Iranian Parliament Speaker 
MB Ghalibaf  on May 5, who 
said that the new equation of  
the Strait of  Hormuz is in the 
process of  being solidified.

In a post on X, he said, 
"The new equation of  the 

Strait of  Hormuz is in the 
process of  being solidified. 
The security of  shipping 
and energy transit has been 
jeopardized by the United 
States and its allies through 
the violation of  the cease-
fire and the imposition of  a 
blockade; of  course, their evil 
will diminish. We know full 
well that the continuation of  
the status quo is P-06

"THE NEW 
equation of the Strait 
of Hormuz is in the 

process of being solidified. 

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Tourists visit-
ing Kashmir have expressed a 
sense of  pride and confidence 
on the anniversary of  ‘Opera-
tion Sindoor,’ saying they 
will continue to travel to the 
Valley despite past incidents 
and tensions.

At several tourist spots 
across Srinagar and nearby 
destinations, visitors said the 
events of  last year have not 
deterred them. Instead, they 
said, the response by security 
forces has strengthened their 
resolve to visit Kashmir.

“We feel proud of  how the 
situation was handled. We 
have come here without fear,” 
said Rohan Mehta, a tourist 
from Delhi. “Kashmir is safe, 
and we will keep coming.”

Pertinently, ‘Operation 
Sindoor’ was launched on the 
night of  May 7–8, 2025, fol-

lowing the April 22 Pahalgam 
terror attack in which 26 civil-
ians, mostly tourists, were 
killed. The operation targeted 
multiple terror infrastructure 
sites across the Line of  Control 
and beyond, followed by a brief  
escalation before a ceasefire 
understanding was reached.

Tourists said the incident 
had initially raised concerns, 
but the subsequent restoration 
of calm and continued security 

presence have reassured them.
“We had plans even last year 

but postponed after the attack. 
This time we made sure to 
come,” said Anjali Sharma, 
visiting with her family from 
Jaipur. “We believe such inci-
dents should not stop people 
from travelling.”

Many visitors said they 
view continued tourism as a 
sign of  resilience and normal-
cy. “If  something happens, the 

response is strong. That gives 
us confidence,” said Arvind 
Kumar, a tourist from Luc-
know. “We feel the situation 
is under control.”

At Dal Lake and other 
popular locations, tourists 
were seen engaging in routine 
activities, with houseboats 
and local businesses report-
ing steady footfall.

“We are enjoying our trip. 
People here are welcoming 
and everything feels normal,” 
said Sneha Gupta, another 
visitor. “There is no reason to 
be afraid.”

Some tourists said that 
continued visits to Kashmir 
also send a message against 
disruption caused by violence.

“We should not let such inci-
dents affect tourism. Kashmir 
is beautiful and peaceful,” said 
Manish Verma, a visitor from 
Mumbai. “We will come again.”

Officials said P-06
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NEW DELHI: Operation 
Sindoor, launched weeks 
after the dastardly Pahal-
gam terror attack last year, 
marked a paradigm shift in 
India’s national security cal-
culus through the extensive 
use of  drones, networking 
and the integration of  arti-
ficial intelligence in target 
analysis and acquisition.

The operation, billed as 
the Indian military’s most 
expansive multi-domain 
combat mission in half  a 
century to punish Pakistan 
for its relentless support to 
cross-border terrorism, rede-
fined India’s overarching 
security and strategic goals.

India’s action was largely 
seen as a statement of  its 

“political will” to inflict a 
blow to Pakistan for support-
ing terrorism, with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
asserting that India will not 
tolerate any nuclear black-
mail by Islamabad.

In the course of  the last 
one year after the operation, 
India’s three services have 
drawn up extensive plans, 
strategy and policy initia-
tives to bolster their combat 
readiness by acquiring new 
platforms, missiles and a vari-
ety of  long and short-range 
drones, and boosting the over-
all air defence apparatus.

In response to the Pahal-
gam terror attack on April 
22 in which 26 people, mostly 
tourists, were killed, India 
launched Operation Sindoor 
on May 7 last year, P-06
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Zero Miles Drives Into Shopian With 9th 

Outlet, Eyes Valley-Wide Expansion

CJ inaugurates 
Vulnerable Witness 
Deposition Centre at DCJ

DC Sgr holds Block Diwas, Public 

Grievance Redressal Camp at Panzinara

BJP Leaders Call for 
Strong Ideological Roots

Bali urges GoI to reconsider 
inclusion of KPs in NAFSA 
ration card system

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: In a significant 
step towards ensuring 
child-friendly and victim-
sensitive justice delivery, 
Chief  Justice of  the High 
Court of  Jammu & Kash-
mir and Ladakh, Arun 
Palli, Wednesday inau-
gurated Vulnerable Wit-
ness Deposition Centre at 
District Court Complex, 
Jammu.

Present on the occa-
sion were Justice Sindhu 
Sharma, Justice Rajnesh 
Oswal, Justice Rahul 
Bharti, Justice Moksha 
Khajuria Kazmi, Jus-
tice Rajesh Sekhri, Jus-
tice Mohd. Yousuf  Wani, 
Justice Shahzad Azeem 
Judges of  High Court of  
Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh, Yash Paul Bour-
ney Member, J&K Special 
Tribunal, Jammu, Reg-
istrar General Mohinder 

Kumar Sharma of  High 
Court of  Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh, 
Ravinder Nath Watal Prin-
cipal District and Sessions 
Judge Jammu, Registrar 
Vigilance Rajiv Gupta, 
Officers of  the registry,  
Nirmal Kishore Kotwal 
Bar President along with 
Bar members, Judicial 
officers of  District Court 
Complex, Jammu, Monika 

Kohli Additional Advocate 
General and Anil Sharma, 
Chief  LADC Jammu.

The facility aims to 
prevent the secondary 
victimization and ensure 
fair, sensitive recording 
of  evidence. This marks 
a significant step towards 
victim-centric justice deliv-
ery in the Union Territory. 
The Vulnerable Witness 
Deposition Centre has been 

established to provide a 
safe, non-intimidating and 
conducive environment 
for vulnerable witnesses, 
including children, victims 
of  sexual offences and per-
sons with disabilities, to 
depose before the court.

The center is equipped 
with modern facilities 
including separate wait-
ing areas, live-link video 
conferencing, one-way 
mirrors, and child-friendly 
infrastructure to prevent 
secondary victimization 
during trial proceedings, 
in line with Supreme Court 
guidelines.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief  Justice 
emphasized that establish-
ment of  VWDC reflects 
the judiciary’s commit-
ment towards upholding 
the rights and dignity of  
vulnerable witnesses and 
ensuring fair trial without 
fear or trauma.
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SRINAGAR:- Deputy 
Commissioner(DC) Sri-
nagar, Akshay Labroo on 
Wednesday conducted an 
extensive tour of  Panzi-
nara area in the outskirts 
of  the District and holds 
a Mega Public Grievance 
Redressal Camp to bring 
administration at the door 
steps of  the people to listen 
their issues and develop-
mental needs as a part of  
Block Diwas Programme.

The DC also presided 
over an Awareness-cum-
Registration Camp on 
Ayushman Vay Vandana 
scheme as a part of  District 
Administration’s outreach 
efforts to ensure maximum 
coverage of  eligible senior 
citizens aged 70 years and 
above under the scheme 
providing additional health 
support of  Rs 5 Lakh over 
and above the existing cover 
aimed to strengthen senior 
citizen health security.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner was accompanied 
by Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Mir Imtiyaz Ul 
Aziz, IAS Probationer, 
Alfred Thomas, Chief  Plan-
ning Officer, Fayaz Ahmad 
Dar, Superintending SDM 
West, Irfan Bahadur, Assis-
tant Commissioner Devel-
opment, Tariq Ahmad 
Reshi, Block Development 
Officer, Qamarwari, Saima 
Ahad, Deputy CEO. Anjum 
Raja, Executive Engineer, 

R&B, District Manager 
CSC, Asrar Shirazi and 
other District Officers.

The Public Grievance 
Redressal camp witnessed 
large participation of  
people from Panzinara-
A, Panzinara-B, Mujgund 
and other adjoining areas 
of  Shalteng Tehsil of  Sri-
nagar District during 
which local representa-
tives, public delegations 
and scores of  individuals 
projected various develop-
mental issues and demands 
before the Deputy Commis-
sioner particularly the long 
pending issue arising out 
of  jurisdictional dispute 
with Baramulla and Ban-
dipora Districts.

Besides, they also 
demanded for updation 
of  settlement records 
by Revenue authorities, 
development of  play fields, 

strengthening irrigation 
canals, macadamization of  
inner lonk roads, repair of  
Jhelum embankment, aug-
mentation of  water supply 
infrastructure, provision 
of  bank ATM facility and 
other development issues.

After giving patient hear-
ing to the grievances and 
demands of  the public, the 
DC assured the people of  
Panzinara and other adjoin-
ing areas that all genuine 
demands and issues pro-
jected by them will be taken 
up with concerned authori-
ties on priority particularly 
with regard to jurisdictional 
issues.

The DC also gave on the 
spot direction to the con-
cerned officers for time 
bound redressal of  the 
public issues.

Later, the Deputy Com-
missioner led an  Aware-

ness-cum-Registration 
Camp on Ayushman Vay 
Vandana (PM-JAY)  at Pan-
zinar-B organised by Chief  
Medical Officer which 
witnessed enthusiastic 
participation from elderly 
residents. The participants 
were apprised of  the ben-
efits and advantages of  the 
Vay Vandana health cover-
age initiative.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the DC elaborated 
on the significance of  the 
Ayushman Vay Vandana 
Card and encouraged 
senior citizens to come 
forward and enroll under 
the scheme. He stated that 
the initiative is designed to 
safeguard elderly citizens 
aged 70 years and above by 
offering extensive health 
coverage and protecting 
them from the financial 
burden of  medical treat-
ment, thereby promoting 
dignity and well-being in 
their later years.

The DC urged all eli-
gible citizens to get regis-
tered under the scheme to 
ensure comprehensive cov-
erage of  all eligible benefi-
ciaries under the scheme, 
so that no deserving senior 
citizen is left out and the 
benefits of  the initiative 
reach every eligible indi-
vidual across the district.

During the programme, 
the DC also handed over Vay 
Vandhana cards to the eleg-
ible beneficiaries of  Qamar-
wari Block of  the District.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: Senior 
leaders of  the Bharatiya 
Janata Party Wednesday 
stressed the importance 
of  ideological clarity and 
a strong grassroots cadre 
during a training session 
held in Pahalgam as part 
of  the Pandit Deendayal 
Upadhyay Prashikshan 
Mahabhiyaan.

Speaking during a ses-
sion focused on “Vichar 
Parivaar,” leaders under-
lined that a clear under-
standing of  the party’s 
core principles, along with 
unity within the organiza-
tion, is essential for long-
term growth and effective 
outreach at the grassroots 
level. They said committed 
workers with strong ideo-
logical grounding play a 
crucial role in strength-
ening the party’s pres-

ence and connecting with 
people.

The programme saw 
participation from several 
senior leaders, including 
J&K BJP General Secretary 
Mohammad Anwar Khan, 
General Secretary Gopal 
Mahajan, J&K Waqf Board 
Chairperson Dr. Darakh-
shan Andrabi, spokesper-
son Altaf  Thakur, social 
media co-incharge Sajjad 
Ali Raina, and senior leader 
Rafiq Wani.

Leaders described the 
training initiative as part 
of  a broader effort to build 
a more organized and 
active party structure in 
Jammu and Kashmir. They 
also encouraged party 
workers to stay engaged, 
deepen their understand-
ing of  party ideology, 
and play an active role in 
strengthening outreach 
across communities.
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SRINAGAR: Vivek Bali , 
State President , Suheldev 
Bharatiya Samaj Party 
(SBSP), Wednesday made 
a strong appeal to the Gov-
ernment of  India seeking 
immediate reconsideration 
of  the inclusion of  Kash-
miri Pandits victims of  ter-
rorism and displacement 
under the NAFSA ration 
card system.

In his statement, Vivek 
Bali emphasized that 
this move risks diluting 
the distinct identity and 
long-recognized status of  
Kashmiri Pandits as inter-
nally displaced persons. 
He noted that their unique 
circumstances require a 
dedicated and sensitive 
administrative framework, 
rather than subsuming 
them under a generalized 
system.

He further stated that 
all government benefits 
and entitlements should be 
streamlined and delivered 

through the existing Kash-
miri Migrant Card system. 
This mechanism, which 
already classifies ben-
eficiaries under Relief  and 
Non-Relief  categories, is 
more structured and better 
equipped to address the spe-
cific needs of  the displaced 
community while ensuring 
transparency and adminis-
trative clarity.

Vivek Bali called for 
an urgent and prag-
matic review of  the cur-
rent approach to prevent 
confusion and hardship 
among affected families. 
He expressed hope that 
the leadership of  Prime 
Minister and Home Min-
ister will take swift and 
compassionate action to 
resolve the issue.

He reiterated that the 
concerns of  Kashmiri Pan-
dits must be handled with 
utmost sensitivity and 
seriousness, ensuring that 
their rights, dignity, and 
long-standing recognition 
are fully protected.

BILAL DAR

SRINAGAR: Zero Miles – 
Grill & Cafe, one of  Kash-
mir’s fastest-rising food 
and hospitality chains, on 
Wednesday launched its 
ninth outlet in Shopian dis-
trict, marking a significant 
push into south Kashmir’s 
commercial hub.

The new franchise is 
located on the first floor of  
Alai Kocha, opposite Jamia 
Masjid in the main market. 
The outlet will be operated 
by local franchise partners 
Syed Saqib Yousuf  and 
Gazenfar Bashir, signalling 
the brand’s deepening bet 
on local entrepreneurship.

Inaugurating the facil-
ity, Zero Miles founder and 
CEO Jibran Khan, accom-
panied by co-founder Javid 
Ahmad Mahroo, under-
lined the brand’s twin 

focus on quality control 
and community hiring.

“Each new outlet is a 
step forward in our jour-
ney of  growth and trust. 
Shopian holds great poten-
tial, and we are confident 
this outlet will become a 
preferred destination for 

food lovers,” Javid Mahroo 
told the gathering.

Jibran Khan, address-
ing franchise partners 
and customers, reiterated 
the brand’s commitment 
to consistency, innova-
tion, and generating local 
employment, a recurring 

promise as Zero Miles com-
petes with both national 
fast-food chains and tradi-
tional street vendors in a 
price-sensitive market.

The Shopian franchise 
is expected to gener-
ate direct and indirect 
employment for local 
youth, a metric the found-
ers said would be tracked 
closely. “Every outlet 
must earn its place, not 
just in revenue, but in how 
it serves the community,” 
Jibran Khan added.

With nine outlets now 
operational across the 
valley, Zero Miles, known 
for its grill platters, cafe-
style beverages, and 
quick-service model — is 
positioning itself  as a 
homegrown alternative to 
larger franchises, banking 
on hyperlocal tastes and 
community trust.

DC G'bal reviews preparedness for Amarnath Yatra-2026
Stresses timely completion of works, coordinated efforts for smooth, safe pilgrimage

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Gan-
derbal, Jatin Kishore 
Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review arrange-
ments for the upcoming 
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
2026 along the Baltal axis.

At the outset, a detailed 
review of security arrange-
ments was conducted with 
the Police Department. 
Directions were given to 
finalize deployment loca-
tions, checkpoints and frisk-
ing points, with directions 
for installation of  security 
scanners at key entry points 
in the base camp.

The Border Roads 

Organisation informed 
that snow clearance opera-
tions are progressing well 
and the route is expected to 
be opened well within the 
stipulated timeframe.

Reviewing infrastruc-
ture works, the Roads and 
Buildings Department 
apprised that most of  the 
identified works have been 
tendered and allotted, with 
execution already under-
way at several locations.

The Labour Department 
informed that registration 
of  pony and pithu opera-
tors has commenced and 
the process will be accel-
erated in the coming days.

To facilitate pilgrims, 
instructions were issued 

for increasing the number 
of  RFID and e-KYC coun-
ters, including installation 
of additional counters at the 
on spot registration counter.

The DC emphasised san-
itation as a priority area 
and directed concerned 
departments to ensure ade-
quate installation of  toilets 
and proper waste manage-
ment along the Yatra route.

The Health Depart-
ment informed that medi-
cal facilities at Baltal and 
other stations are being 
strengthened with neces-
sary equipment and staff. 
The DC directed that emer-
gency services be fully 
functional and audited 
before the commencement 

of  the Yatra.
Power and Water Supply 

departments reported that 
works are progressing, and 
were directed to ensure 
uninterrupted services at 
all camps with adequate 
backup arrangements.

Telecommunication 
providers assured seam-
less connectivity along 
the route, with measures 
underway to address net-
work gaps.

The DC stressed close 
coordination among all 
departments to ensure 
a safe, smooth and well-
organised Yatra, and 
directed that all works be 
completed in a time-bound 
manner.

DC Shopian listens to public 
development issues at Wachi
Assures immediate action, seeks 
support in fight against Drugs

DC Kulgam chairs Mega 
Block Diwas at Pahloo

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Taking gover-
nance to the doorsteps of  
the people, a Mega Block 
Diwas was Wednesday held 
at Pahloo under the chair-
manship of  Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam.

The programme was 
attended by ADC, Viqar 
Ahmed Giri; ACR, Riyaz 
Ahmad Shah; ACD, Bilal 
Ahmad Kamgar; JDP, 
Malik Suhail; Executive 
Engineers, CEO, Tehsildar 
Pahloo, BDO, and other dis-
trict and sectoral officers.

During the event, the 
DC interacted with a large 
gathering of  residents 
from Pahloo and adjoin-
ing areas, who apprised the 
administration of  various 
issues and demands relat-
ed to basic amenities and 
developmental needs.

Key issues highlighted 
by the public included 
completion and opera-
tionalisation of  filtration 
plants, strengthening of  
solid waste management 
systems, development of  
playfields, and establish-
ment of  a public library 
and children’s park.

Residents of  Lamad 
village raised concerns 
regarding augmentation 
of  staff  and machinery 
at the local health centre, 
construction of  a veteri-
nary hospital building, 
availability of  a dedicated 
doctor at the animal care 
centre, and development of  
playfields at Lamad Grad 
and Brinal Lamad. They 
also demanded construc-
tion of  cowsheds.

Several road connectiv-

ity issues were projected, 
including development and 
widening of Halan road, con-
struction of  Lamad–Akhal 
road, Gasren–Pombay road, 
and Pahloo–Lankar–Pombay 
and other  roads.

The public further 
sought extension of  the 
flood protection bund at 
Aadigatnoo, early comple-
tion of  filtration works, 
and sanction and distribu-
tion of  construction wood 
among beneficiaries in the 
Lamad area.

Residents from Banimul-
la demanded posting of  a 
Headmaster, augmentation 
of  staff  in educational insti-
tutions, completion of water 
supply schemes, and repair 
of  the Banimulla canal.

People from various 
other villages also put 
forth their demands and 
developmental require-
ments of  their areas.

On the occasion, reg-
istration and awareness 
counters were also set up 
to disseminate information 
about various government 
schemes and facilitate on-
the-spot registration of  eli-
gible beneficiaries.

The DC gave a patient 
hearing to all grievances 
and assured that all gen-
uine demands would be 
addressed in a time-bound 
manner. He directed the 
concerned officers to take 
immediate action on pri-
ority issues. He urged the 
public to avail benefits 
under various government 
initiatives.

All issues and demands 
raised during the pro-
gramme were duly record-
ed for appropriate action 
and redressal.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: In a continued 
effort to strengthen grass-
roots governance, Deputy 
Commissioner Shopian, 
Shishir Gupta, Wednesday 
presided over Block Diwas 
at Wachi and listened to 
public issues raised by res-
idents of  various villages 
of  Zainapora Sub-Division.

The public from Wachi, 
Safanagri, Darbugh, Cheer-
marg, Melhura and adjoin-
ing villages flagged key 
developmental concerns 
including improvement of  
road networks, irrigation 
facilities, canal mainte-
nance, assured and quality 
water supply, uninterrupted 
power supply, upgradation 
of healthcare and transport 
services, strengthening of  
horticulture and agricul-
ture support, completion of  
animal & sheep husbandry 
works, and strict enforce-
ment of  pesticide checking.

Public representatives 
emphasized the criticality 
of  electricity and irrigation 
for the agriculture and hor-
ticulture sector, and called 
for equitable distribution 
of  Rural Development 
resources.

While highlighting 
public welfare issues, locals 
also appreciated Jal Shakti 
for significantly improving 
water supplies in the area. 
Residents of  Safanagri 
expressed gratitude to the 
district administration for 
establishing a pump shed 
for irrigation, fulfilling a 
long-pending demand of  
the village.

Responding to the 
issues, DC Shopian assured 
prompt action. He issued 
on-spot directions to ACD 
Shopian for immediate 
desiltation of  canals in the 
area to enhance irrigation 
facilities and directed that 
canal maintenance works 
be taken up during the cur-
rent season.

Underscoring the impor-
tance of  a well-maintained 
irrigation network for the 
economic health of  the 
farming community, the DC 
stressed prompt response on 
works. To promote sports 
engagement, the DC instruct-
ed RDD to take up construc-
tion of  a Volleyball Court 
in Wachi. R&B (PWD) was 
directed to furnish estimates 
for village roads in the area.

Other demands, he said, 
will be taken up with con-
cerned departments and 
works will be incorporated 
in priority and improve-
ment in other services shall 
be made to the satisfaction 
of  the public.

On the platform of Block 
Diwas, the DC appealed to 
residents of  Wachi, Melhura 
and other villages to proac-
tively support the adminis-
tration in the fight against 
drugs.He called upon youth 
to avail benefits of  various 
government-sponsored 
self-employment schemes 
and assured that the dis-
trict administration will 
facilitate the engagement 
of  youth and victims alike 
under rehabilitation and 
livelihood schemes. On the 
occasion, all participants 
took the Nasha Mukt Pledge.
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CM inaugurates multi-purpose sports complex at GDC Tangmarg
Says with unmatched beauty, Kashmir can emerge as premier education hub

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GULMARG: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah Wednesday 
inaugurated a state-of-the-art 
multi-purpose indoor sports 
complex at Government Degree 
College (GDC) Tangmarg, 
developed at a cost of  ₹2.75 
crore under the CAPEX budget, 
reaffirming the government’s 
commitment to strengthening 
sports infrastructure and youth 
engagement across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The newly established facil-
ity, located within the college 
premises, is equipped with 
modern indoor sports infra-
structure, including arenas 
for badminton, table tennis, 
carrom, and billiards. The com-
plex aims to promote a vibrant 
sports culture and encourage 
greater participation of  youth 
in physical activities, particu-
larly during harsh weather con-
ditions in the region.

Minister for Education 
Sakina Itoo, Advisor to the 
Chief  Minister Nasir Aslam 
Wani, MLA Gulmarg Pirzada 
Farooq Ahmed Shah, MLA 
Zadibal Tanvir Sadiq, Commis-
sioner Secretary Ram Niwas, 

Director Colleges, Principal 
GDC Tangmarg, and other 
senior officers were present on 
the occasion.

Following the inauguration, 
the Chief  Minister toured the 
complex and interacted with 
students. In a lively engage-
ment, he also participated in 
indoor games including bil-
liards, table tennis, and bad-
minton alongside students and 
colleagues, drawing enthusias-
tic applause and appreciation 
from the gathering.

Earlier, the Chief  Minis-
ter launched the Nasha Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyan signature cam-
paign from the college premis-
es, urging students to actively 
contribute towards building a 
drug-free society.

Addressing the gathering, 
the Chief  Minister emphasized 
the pivotal role of  youth in 
shaping the future of  Jammu 
and Kashmir.

“Our children are our 
future. We are making every 
possible effort to secure a 
brighter tomorrow for them, 
but it is equally important to 
prepare them for the respon-
sibilities ahead. The develop-
ment of  Jammu and Kashmir 

in the coming years will largely 
depend on the role played by 
our youth,” he said.

Highlighting the challenges 
faced by students in accessing 
quality higher education within 
the region, Omar Abdullah 
noted that the lack of  private 
universities had compelled 
many families to send their 
children outside Jammu and 
Kashmir, resulting in signifi-
cant financial burden.

“We estimate that every year, 

nearly ₹1,000 to ₹1,200 crore is 
spent on tuition fees alone by 
students studying outside J&K, 
excluding travel and living 
expenses. This places immense 
pressure on families,” he said.

He said that the government 
has taken a landmark decision 
to allow the establishment of  
private universities in Jammu 
and Kashmir, with the neces-
sary legislation already passed 
and rules being finalized.

“Once the framework is in 

place, we will invite reputed 
institutions to set up campuses 
here. With our unmatched natu-
ral beauty and climate, places 
like Tangmarg can emerge as 
ideal education hubs, attracting 
students from across the coun-
try,” he added.

Recalling his earlier tenure 
as Chief  Minister, Omar 
Abdullah noted that the GDC 
Tangmarg project was con-
ceptualized and approved in 
2011, expressing satisfaction at 

witnessing its growth and the 
enthusiasm of  students.

He also lauded the newly 
constructed indoor sports com-
plex, stating that such facilities 
are essential in regions with 
prolonged winters and frequent 
rainfall.

“In a place like Tangmarg, 
where outdoor activities are 
often restricted due to weath-
er, such indoor infrastructure 
ensures that our youth remain 
active and engaged throughout 
the year,” he said, adding in a 
lighter vein that he looks for-
ward to returning and playing 
badminton with students.

The Chief  Minister further 
highlighted key initiatives 
undertaken by the govern-
ment for youth empowerment, 
including free bus travel for 
women in government buses, 
large-scale government recruit-
ment, and self-employment sup-
port through the Mission Yuva 
programme.

“We aim to provide 20,000 
to 25,000 government jobs this 
year. At the same time, we are 
enabling young entrepreneurs 
by facilitating easy access to 
loans without the need for guar-
antees, with the government 

acting as a guarantor,” he said.
He also spoke about the gov-

ernment’s focus on skill devel-
opment in sectors such as tour-
ism, agriculture, and horticul-
ture to make youth self-reliant 
and strengthen the region’s 
economy.

“Our goal is to build a self-
sufficient Jammu and Kash-
mir where we rely on our own 
strengths and resources. The 
youth will be at the forefront of  
this transformation,” he added.

Later, the Chief  Minister 
inaugurated a new block of  the 
Primary Health Centre (PHC) at 
Gulmarg, constructed at a cost 
of  ₹203.80 lakh under CAPEX.

He inspected various sec-
tions of  the facility, including 
the OPD, Emergency Room, 
pharmacy, X-ray unit, and 
wards, and reviewed the health-
care services being provided to 
locals and tourists.

The Chief  Minister was 
accompanied by Minister for 
Health & Medical Education 
Sakina Itoo, MLA Gulmarg 
Pirzada Farooq Ahmed Shah, 
MLA Zadibal Tanvir Sadiq, 
Deputy Commissioner Baram-
ulla S.F. Hamid, SSP Baramulla, 
and other concerned officers.

Sakeena Itoo reviews recruitment 

process of various departments, SKIMS

Rana reviews development works in 

Shopian, Pulwama districts
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology 
& Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed 
Rana, Wednesday con-
ducted an extensive tour 
of  Shopian and Pulwama 
districts to assess the prog-
ress of  key developmental 
initiatives being executed 
under the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion (JJM), Tribal Affairs 
Department and Forest 
sector.

During his visit to Shop-
ian, the Minister carried 
out on-site inspections of  
several vital projects, par-
ticularly those aimed at 
strengthening the rural 
drinking water infrastruc-
ture under JJM.

He was accompanied 
by MLA Justice (Retd) 
Hasnain Masoodi, MLA 
Shabir Ahmad Kullay, 
Director Tribal Affairs 
Mohd Mumtaz Ali, Chief  
Engineer, PHE/I&FC, 
Showkat Choudhary and 
other district officers.

At Awneera, Rana 
inspected the Water Supply 
Scheme (WSS) Awneera 
Kralcheck, being imple-
mented by the PHE Divi-
sion Shopian. The proj-
ect, completed at a cost of  
₹671.38 lakh, provides 100 
percent Functional House-
hold Tap Connections 
(FHTCs) to 535 households 
across Awneera and Kral-
check villages.

The officials informed 
the Minister that the 
scheme draws water from 
Sonmann Nallah and 
includes a 2.00 lakh gallon 
Pre-Settling Tank, a 0.15 
MGD Rapid Sand Filtration 

Plant, a 0.35 lakh gallon 
Ground Service Reservoir 
and an extensive 28-kilome-
tre distribution network.

Reviewing the project, 
the Minister noted its sig-
nificant impact on improv-
ing the access to safe drink-
ing water, particularly for 
women. He directed the 
officials to ensure regular 
monitoring, proper mainte-
nance, uninterrupted supply 
and strict adherence to qual-
ity standards, along with 
prompt grievance redressal 
and sustainable water man-
agement practices.

The Minister also vis-
ited the Government Girls 
Tribal Hostel at Zaina-
pora, where a 100-bedded 
facility is under construc-
tion under the Samagra 
scheme. He instructed 
the executing agencies to 
accelerate the pace of  work 
while maintaining quality 
benchmarks.

Interacting with the 
members of  tribal com-
munity, he reiterated the 
government’s commitment 
to their socio-economic 

upliftment and educational 
empowerment. He assured 
that essential facilities, 
including tents, solar light-
ing and other amenities, 
would be provided to sup-
port their welfare.

At Padpawan in Shop-
ian, the Minister reviewed 
the ongoing works under 
the Nagar Van Scheme. 
The park, sanctioned for 
2024–25 over 14 hectares 
at an estimated cost of ₹56 
lakh, has already seen sig-
nificant financial progress, 
with ₹35.98 lakh expended 
so far.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of  eco-tourism and 
green spaces, the Minister 
highlighted that such proj-
ects play a crucial role in 
environmental conserva-
tion, tourism promotion 
and public well-being.

Commending the Forest 
Department and execut-
ing agencies, he directed 
the timely completion of  
the remaining works with 
transparency and qual-
ity assurance, saying that 
such initiatives strength-

en ecological balance and 
encourage community par-
ticipation.

Earlier, the Minister vis-
ited the residence of  legisla-
tor Showkat Hussain Ganai 
at Chitragam to offer con-
dolences on the demise of  
his mother. He prayed for 
eternal peace to the depart-
ed soul and strength for the 
bereaved family.

Later, in Pulwama dis-
trict, the Minister inspect-
ed the Auhatoora Water 
Supply Scheme along the 
Pinglina–Pathan road. He 
reviewed the pace and qual-
ity of  works and instructed 
the officials to expedite the 
execution while strictly 
adhering to timelines and 
technical standards.

He also visited the 
Forest Development Cor-
poration (FDC) Depot 
at Kakapora, where he 
assessed its functioning 
and issued directions to 
enhance the operational 
efficiency, streamline 
management practices and 
ensure optimal utilisation 
of  resources.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister 
for Health and Medical 
Education, Social Welfare 
and Education, Sakeena 
Itoo Wednesday chaired a 
high-level review meeting 
to assess the recruitment 
process undertaken by 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Services Selection Board 
(JKSSB) in various depart-
ments like Health and 
Medical Education, Social 
Welfare , Education depart-
ments and Sher-e-Kashmir 
Institute of  Medical Scienc-
es (SKIMS) Soura.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Chairman, JKSSB, 
Vikas Kundal; Secretary 
JKSSB, Khurshid Ahmad 
Sanai; Additional Director 
SKIMS, Zahoor Ahmad Mir; 
Controller of  Examinations 
JKSSB, Director Finance, 
Health and Medical Educa-
tion department, represen-
tatives of  various depart-
ments and other officers.

During the meeting, 
the Minister conducted a 
comprehensive evaluation 
of  the progress made in 
filling vacancies of  differ-
ent categories in various 
departments. The review 
meeting also focused on 
expediting transparent, 
merit-based recruitment 
to address critical man-
power requirements across 
healthcare institutions and 
allied departments.

Addressing the officers, 
the Minister emphasized 
on the government’s com-
mitment towards ensuring 
efficiency, accountability 
and fairness in the selec-
tion process. She stressed 
on maintaining transpar-

ency and adhering to time-
lines during the recruit-
ment process.

The Minister directed 
the concerned authorities 
to accelerate the recruit-
ment process, particularly 
in Health and Education 
departments as well as 
SKIMS. She also stressed 
on maintaining coordina-
tion between the depart-
ments and recruiting 
agency to ensure vacant 
positions are filled prompt-
ly and selected candidates 
are deployed without 
unnecessary delays.

“Human resource, par-
ticularly in Health depart-
ment, is vital for improv-
ing healthcare access and 
outcomes, particularly in 
underserved and remote 
areas”, Sakeena said.

Emphasizing on the 
importance of  timely 
recruitment, Sakeena Itoo 
directed the concerned 
authorities to expedite the 
ongoing selection process-
es while strictly adhering 
to merit, transparency, and 
fairness. She expressed sat-
isfaction over the pace of  
recruitment and stressed 
that there should be no 
complacency in meeting 
future targets.

Highlighting the gov-
ernment’s commitment to 
strengthening the health-

care system, Sakeena 
Itoo reiterated that filling 
vacant posts remains a top 
priority. She added that 
the government is focused 
on enhancing institutional 
capacity and ensuring that 
healthcare facilities and 
other departments are 
adequately staffed to meet 
growing public demand.

Re garding SKIMS 
Soura, the Minister direct-
ed the Additional Direc-
tor to maintain constant 
coordination with JKSSB 
administration so that the 
recruitment process of  
pending posts is finalized 
timely. She highlighted 
that SKIMS is a premiere 
health institution and the 
government is determined 
to ensure sufficient man-
power in it for constant 
service delivery of  public.

While reviewing various 
aspects of  JKSSB related 
to recruitment processes, 
Sakeena Itoo asked the 
JKSSB administration to 
explore the possibilities 
of  reducing the applica-
tion fee for the advertised 
posts. She directed them 
to study the fee structure 
of  Government recruiting 
agencies of  other States 
and UTs, and examine the 
growing demand of  candi-
dates calling for reduction 
in application fees.

During the meeting, 
Chairman JKSSB briefed 
the Minister on depart-
ment-wise recruitment 
status, upcoming examina-
tions and measures being 
implemented to streamline 
the selection process.

He informed the meet-
ing that that 5789 selections 
have been finalized in dif-
ferent departments over 
the past 18 months, mark-
ing a major milestone of  
the Omar Abdullah led 
Government in streamlin-
ing recruitment in Gov-
ernment departments 
and reducing vacancies in 
key sectors. He added that 
these selections span mul-
tiple categories, including 
technical, paramedical, 
administrative, and sup-
port staff  roles in health 
and medical education 
department, besides other 
critical posts in education, 
and other departments, 
bolstering service delivery 
capabilities at the grass-
roots level.

The Chairman also 
informed the meeting that 
more than 700 JE selec-
tions were finalized in last 
month, marking a major 
achievement of  Govern-
ment to boost vital sectors.

He also assured the 
Minister that selections 
for more than 150 posts in 
Health and Medical Edu-
cation department will be 
finalised within one and 
half  month.

The Chairman also 
informed the Minister that 
around 12997 posts are 
available with the JKSSB 
with 6109 un-advertised, 
6170 at examination level 
and 373 at selection stage.

NASHA MUKT ABHIYAN

Anil Kumar chairs review of Anti-Drug Campaign in Kathua
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KATHUA: Additional Chief  
Secretary (ACS), Public Works 
(R&B) Department, Anil Kumar 
Singh, who is the designated 
District Mentor for Kathua 
under the ‘Nasha Mukt Jammu 
& Kashmir Abhiyan’, Wednes-
day chaired a comprehensive 
review meeting to oversee and 
strengthen the implementation 
of  anti-drug campaign in the 
district.

The District Mentor reviewed 
the progress achieved under the 
ongoing 100-day intensive cam-
paign. He emphasized the need 
for a coordinated, result-orient-
ed and sustained approach to 
make Kathua a drug-free dis-
trict. He said the objective of  
the Abhiyan is not only enforce-
ment against drug trafficking 
but also creating widespread 
awareness, rehabilitation sup-

port and strong community 
participation to eradicate the 
menace from the society.

Deputy Commissioner 
Kathua Rajesh Sharma, at the 
outset, presented the district 
profile and gave a detailed 
PowerPoint Presentation on the 
headway achieved under the 
ongoing Nasha Mukt Jammu 
& Kashmir Abhiyan.

It was informed that a multi-
department action plan has been 
launched in the district focusing 
on public outreach, advocacy 
campaigns, enforcement mea-
sures and community engage-
ment to curb the drug abuse. 
The meeting was informed that 
as many as 1325 anti-drug activi-
ties have been conducted so far 
across the district, registering 
participation of  6,95,565 people 
from all walks of  life.

The Deputy Commission-
er further apprised that five 

hotspots have been identified in 
the district where CCTV sur-
veillance has been put in place 
to strengthen the monitoring 
and check illegal activities 
related to narcotics.

While reviewing the 
enforcement measures, the 
ACS laid special focus on 
maintaining strict vigilance 
in high-risk border areas, 
particularly Lakhanpur and 

Hiranagar. He stressed the 
importance of  intensified sur-
veillance and stronger inter-
departmental coordination 
in these sensitive zones to 
prevent drug trafficking and 
related unlawful activities.

He also directed the Region-
al Transport Office (RTO), 
Kathua, to enforce strict checks 
during night hours. He asked for 
tightening the noose around the 
defaulting drivers and vehicle 
owners involved in unscrupu-
lous activities or found driving 
under the influence of  alcohol 
and other narcotic substances.

Reviewing the healthcare 
and rehabilitation facilities 
for drug addicts, the meeting 
was informed by the Principal, 
Government Medical College 
Kathua that a 22-bedded Addic-
tion Treatment Facility (ATF) 
with IPD and OPD services is 
fully functional in the district. 

It was informed that a dedicat-
ed team of  four psychiatrists, 
along with other doctors and 
paramedical staff, is providing 
treatment and counselling to 
addicted patients.

Anil Kumar called for taking 
local NGOs on board to further 
strengthen the healthcare sup-
port and rehabilitation services 
for affected patients. He also 
stressed for exploring the scope 
for establishing a state-of-the-
art health facility dedicated to 
treatment and recovery of  drug 
addicts in the district.

The meeting also held 
detailed discussions on aware-
ness generation in schools and 
colleges, sports-based engage-
ment activities, mass pledge 
campaigns and onboarding of  
NCC and NSS volunteers in 
anti-drug campaigns to build 
stronger youth participation 
against substance abuse.

The ACS further called for 
adoption of  certification for 
drug-free government offices 
and institutions, saying that 
such initiatives would help 
build a culture of  accountabil-
ity and social responsibility.

He urged all the depart-
ments and stakeholders to 
work in close coordination and 
play their assigned role with 
dedication to eradicate the 
drug menace from Kathua. He 
emphasized that only united 
and sustained efforts with 
active public participation can 
ensure the success of  the Nasha 
Mukt Jammu & Kashmir Abhi-
yan and help build a healthier 
and safer society.

SSP Kathua Mohita Sharma, 
ADDC Surinder Mohan, CEO 
BDDA Atul Gupta, ADC 
Vishavjeet Singh, IAS Proba-
tioner Nidhi and other district 
officers were also present.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.
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Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com

Editor, Owner, Printer, Publisher 
Javed Ashraf Shah

Associate Editors
Mir Suhail 

Sulaiman Muhammed Shah

Legal Advisor 

Bashir Sidiq

Bureau Chief  Jammu: 

Harbans Nagokay

R.N.I No: JKENG/2010/36998

Regd No: 109555

Office  No: 0194-3593724
Email: 

goodmorningkashmir@gmail.com

Office Address: 

B-11, Budshah Flats, Jehangir 

Chowk, Srinagar-190001

Printed at:
Khidmat Offset Printing 

Press, The Bund, Srinagar
Published From: 

Main Bus Stand, Near Masjid Rehmat, 
Lal Bazar, Srinagar - 190023

Layout Designer
Aijaz Ahmad Dar

www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

EDITORIAL

Why We Need A Heart 
For Every Hammer

T
he sight of a commercial building being 
reduced to rubble in Yaripora, Kulgam, 
is a visceral image. It’s meant to be. For 
an administration looking to signal "zero 
tolerance" against the narcotics trade, a 

demolition is a loud, clear message: the house built 
on addiction will not stand.
But as the dust settles, we have to ask ourselves: 
Does breaking a building actually break the cycle?
There is no doubt that the drug crisis in Jammu and 
Kashmir is a fire that needs extinguishing. Target-
ing the "ecosystem" of the trade—the assets and 
the kingpins—is a necessary part of law enforce-
ment. However, history shows us that crackdowns 
alone are often just a game of "whack-a-mole." If 
we only focus on the supply without understanding 
the desperate demand, we are merely treating the 
symptom while the infection spreads.
To truly "humanize" this crisis, we must look at the 
faces of those caught in the net. Substance abuse 
doesn't happen in a vacuum; it grows in the soil of: 
Economic Despair: When "nothing to do" meets 
"nowhere to go," drugs become a dangerous escape. 
Social Isolation: The pressure to succeed—or simply 
to survive—can be crushing for the youth. The Lack 
of a Safety Net: Awareness and affordable treat-
ment are often far harder to find than the drugs 
themselves.
For enforcement to be respected, it must be unim-
peachable. Public trust is fragile; it requires the 
assurance that every action, from an arrest to a 
demolition, follows the strict letter of the law. If 
justice feels arbitrary, it breeds resentment rather 
than cooperation.
Furthermore, we must distinguish between the predator 
and the prey. The person selling the poison deserves 
the full weight of the law, but the person consuming it 
is often a victim of their own circumstances. Treating 
addiction purely as a crime, rather than a health crisis, 
ignores the human capacity for redemption.
The action in Kulgam proves the administration 
has the will to fight. Now, it must show the wisdom 
to heal. A "stronger strategy" isn't just about more 
arrests; it’s about: Investment: Building community 
centers and job opportunities as fast as we tear 
down illegal structures.
Empathy: Expanding rehabilitation facilities so that 
"getting clean" is a realistic path, not a luxury. Unity: 
Empowering families and neighborhoods to speak 
up without fear, acting as the first line of defense.
Breaking structures is a start, but rebuilding lives is 
the goal. We can tear down every tainted building in 
the valley, but if we don't give our youth something 
better to build in their place, the cycle will only 
repeat. The Bottom Line: A fist can stop a hand from 
moving, but only an open hand can help someone 
stand back up. True victory over drugs will be mea-
sured not by how many buildings we level, but by 
how many lives we save.

     The Silent Epidemic

How AI Is Replacing Human 
Connection And Widening Family Gap

ZUNEARA MALIK 

H
umanity is set against the back-
drop of  an endless realm of  pos-
sible outcomes; unfortunately, 
this offers an incredible dichot-
omy and loss of  hope. We are 

actually monuments to silence, holding our 
sombre emotions in check with only sorrow 
to demonstrate those feelings that have not 
been articulated and expressed. Time ceases 
to exist as time stands still; while at some 
point in the midst of  these two extremes we 
cease to know what being alive really means.

We search for happiness through outsourc-
ing our joy according to a set of  criteria that 
society has created for us. We have taken our 
measure of  success by our number of  likes, 
our measure of "validation" has come through 
algorithms and our measure of  companion-
ship comes through code. As a result, we begin 
to take the beauty out of  what is meant to be 
human, and we become beings that exist with-
out any true purpose in life, separated from 
the rhythm of the universe and disconnected 
from all the things that we share in common 
with our environment. To exist in this manner, 
without ever living, has caused many people 
to be trapped in an ever-increasing state of  
silent despair.

Our thinking has been severely limited 
by an all-consuming sense of  pressure that 
pervades the body and even affects the way 
we react to stimuli like sound. What is truly 
disturbing is that we can now become accus-
tomed to this overwhelming pressure (which 
is anything but ordinary) and instead perceive 
it as normal; akin to having several tonnes 
of  concrete casually lifted off  our heads, all 
without being able to feel anything. The conse-
quences of  this unyielding force are horrible, 
and we are all helpless bystanders watching 
the casualties mount.

From where I sit, it is apparent that this 

disease is enormous. We are bearing witness 
to the world choosing to distance itself  from 
one another through physical proximity and 
no longer seek out one another’s company 
through human interaction (instead opting 
instead for AI). How utterly bizarre that we 
would choose to interact with something 
which is solely a product of  industry; whereby 
we have created machines but instead of build-
ing human relationships as we did before, we 
are replacing them with machines...how do 
we expect to have meaningful, long-lasting 
relationships when we continue to rely upon 
these inanimate objects?

Yes, when we utilise an artificial intel-
ligence source, it can offer us some form of  
"understanding" albeit from the perspective 
of  no judgement...this emotionless entity (the 
AI) never raises its voice, grows weary of  our 
emotions, nor disagrees with our opinions or 
behaviours. But the emotional connection 
needed for a true sense of  human understand-
ing cannot occur without sharing in the same 
emotional experience as another human being 
(i.e., love, hate, longing, forgiveness, etc...); 
none of  which will ever be able to be repro-
duced through any algorithm.

There is an immense and lasting effect on 
how Generation Z functions as young adults. 
They are growing up in a world where having 
a computer friend is considered normal; 
therefore, establishing real friendships is 

becoming increasingly difficult.
I personally see this type of  trend within 

my family, with my sibling mainly turning to 
AI rather than spending quality family time. 
By creating a dependency, the emotional and 
social impacts of  excessive dependency on AI 
could lead to a much different understanding 
of  reality for Generation Z than for any past 
generations, due to their inability to differen-
tiate between real friendship and false rela-
tionship. Therefore, if  this trend continues, 
we may have a generation of  children who 
have become weak mentally and emotionally 
incapable of  experiencing true life.

One of  the saddest results of  living 
with AI is that it is creating a significant 
rift between kids and their parents. When 
a child views AI as their primary friend 
because they perceive it as being more com-
passionate than their own parents, this indi-
cates that something has gone significantly 
awry! The reason for this dramatic change 
is due to the breakdown of  communication 
between parents and children. Most parents 
have so many pressures on them that they 
struggle to even understand the feelings of  
their children. When this occurs, it creates 
a scenario that is full of  misunderstandings, 
which then leads to disagreements, fights, 
and finally isolation.

Children will go into their rooms, stop 
sharing their voices with their parents, and 

avoid being involved in family conversations. 
The love of  the home is gone. The kids are 
moving from a place of  love to one of  hate 
for one another. As we see more of  these 
changes occurring within Gen Z (the genera-
tion following Millennials), the divide has 
become so large that many children have 
begun to resent or even hate their parents. 
This cannot happen! We must come together 
to work toward something real, not some-
thing artificial, if  we are going to preserve 
our society's future.

To begin preventing this behaviour, we 
need to take action now. The first step we 
can create tech-free zones. There are specific 
areas for certain activities, like at home by 
having your phone out of  your bedroom and 
not having your cell phone, or any kind of  
technology, on your dining room table while 
you are eating. By creating a place where 
there is no technology, people will be able 
to build stronger relationships through real 
conversations without the constant distrac-
tion of  notifications and fake digital inter-
actions.

The 2nd step: Open communication is also 
very important. Being able to have face-to-face 
conversations will allow us to understand each 
other better. Being able to share laughter and 
humour together, being able to share stories 
together, or just to sit with someone in silence 
will form a true bond with that person - espe-
cially with family members. Children need to 
be in an environment where they have space, 
where they have the attention, and where they 
can flourish - even if  this goes against what 
society dictates.

Understanding and acceptance bring us 
to a place of  happiness. If  society begins to 
focus on forming real connections versus 
using technology for the sake of  conve-
nience, we will raise a generation of  future 
generations to be healthier, and therefore, 
create a more peaceful earth. Since only a 
person understands a person. Let's allow 
humans to clean up the mess created by us 
through our actions.

Author is pursuing BSC honours in 
Physics from Islamia College of  Science and 

Commerce. 

Nasha Mukt Abhiyan - Drug Abuse And The Role Of Imams
MOHD AMIN MIR

T
he growing menace of  
drug abuse has emerged 
as one of  the most serious 
social, moral, and public 
health challenges of  our 

time. Across regions, communities 
are grappling with the devastating 
consequences of  addiction, broken 
families, declining mental health, 
increased crime, and a loss of  produc-
tive human potential. In this context, 
the government’s initiative to launch a 
100-day campaign against drug abuse, 
alongside the formation of  parents’ 
brigades, represents a timely and com-
mendable step. However, the success 
of  such efforts depends not only on 
administrative measures but also on 
collective social responsibility. Among 
the most influential actors in this fight 
are religious leaders, particularly 
imams and Muslim clerics, who hold 
a unique position of  trust and moral 
authority within society.

Drug abuse is not merely a law 
enforcement issue; it is deeply rooted 
in social, psychological, and spiritual 
dimensions. Therefore, addressing it 
requires a comprehensive approach 
that integrates policy, education, 
community participation, and moral 
guidance. The 100-day campaign aims 
to create awareness, disrupt supply 
chains, rehabilitate addicts, and engage 
communities. The parents’ brigade, 
on the other hand, seeks to empower 
families to monitor, guide, and protect 
their children from falling into the trap 
of addiction. These initiatives are sig-
nificant because they recognize that the 
problem begins at home and spreads 
outward into society.

Yet, even with these measures, there 
remains a critical need to mobilize the 
moral and spiritual framework of the 
community. This is where imams and 
Muslim clerics can play a transforma-
tive role. In many societies, especially 
in regions like Kashmir, mosques are 
not just places of worship but centers 
of social interaction, guidance, and 
education. The Friday sermon (Khut-
bah) reaches a wide audience, cutting 
across age, class, and educational back-
grounds. It is an unparalleled platform 
for shaping public opinion and influenc-
ing behavior.

The proposal that imams dedicate 
three consecutive Friday sermons to 
addressing drug abuse is both practi-
cal and powerful. Such an initiative 
can amplify the impact of  the govern-
ment’s campaign and ensure that the 
message penetrates deeply into the 
social fabric. Through these sermons, 
imams can educate the public about 
the harmful effects of  drugs, not only 

from a medical perspective but also 
from an ethical and religious stand-
point. Islam places great emphasis on 
the preservation of  life, ااااا (intel-
lect), and dignity—all of  which are 
compromised by substance abuse.

In the first Friday sermon, imams 
can focus on awareness and under-
standing. Many individuals, particu-
larly youth, may not fully grasp the 
long-term consequences of  drug use. 
The sermon can explain how addic-
tion develops, the physical and psy-
chological damage it causes, and the 
ripple effects it has on families and 
communities. Real-life examples, 
delivered with sensitivity, can make 
the message more relatable. Impor-
tantly, the tone should not be accu-
satory but compassionate, emphasiz-
ing that addiction is a challenge that 
requires support and understanding.

The second Friday sermon can 
address the moral and spiritual 
dimensions of drug abuse. Islam clear-
ly prohibits substances that harm the 
body and mind. Imams can draw 
upon Quranic verses and Hadiths 
that emphasize the sanctity of  health 
and the responsibility of  individuals 
to avoid self-destructive behavior. At 
the same time, they can highlight the 
concept of  repentance and redemp-
tion, reassuring those struggling 
with addiction that it is never too late 
to seek help and return to a healthy 
path. This balanced approach, firm on 
principles yet compassionate in tone, 
can encourage individuals to come 
forward without fear of  stigma.

The third Friday sermon can be 
dedicated to action and community 
responsibility. Imams can call upon 
parents, educators, and community 
leaders to actively participate in the 
fight against drug abuse. They can 
encourage families to maintain open 
communication with their children, 
to recognize early warning signs of  
addiction, and to seek professional 
help when needed. The role of  the 
parents’ brigade can be emphasized 
here, reinforcing the idea that pre-
vention begins at home. Additionally, 
imams can urge the community to 
support rehabilitation efforts and to 
treat recovering addicts with dignity 
rather than discrimination.

One of  the key challenges in 
addressing drug abuse is the stigma 
associated with it. Many families hesi-
tate to seek help due to fear of  social 
judgment. This silence often exacer-
bates the problem, allowing addiction 
to deepen unchecked. Religious lead-
ers can play a crucial role in breaking 
this stigma. By addressing the issue 
openly and empathetically, they can 
create an environment where individ-

uals feel safe to seek assistance. They 
can remind the community that com-
passion and support are fundamental 
values, and that helping those in need 
is a collective duty.

The involvement of  imams also 
has the potential to influence youth 
in a meaningful way. Young people 
often look for guidance and role 
models, and religious leaders can fill 
this role effectively. By engaging with 
youth through sermons, discussions, 
and community programs, imams 
can provide positive alternatives and 
reinforce values that discourage sub-
stance abuse. They can also collabo-
rate with schools, colleges, and youth 
organizations to extend the reach of  
their message beyond the اااااا.

Furthermore, the integration of  
religious guidance with government 
initiatives can enhance the overall 
effectiveness of the campaign. When 
administrative measures are supported 
by moral persuasion, the impact is sig-
nificantly greater. For example, aware-
ness drives conducted by authorities 
can be reinforced by sermons delivered 
in mosques, creating a consistent and 
unified message. Similarly, rehabilita-
tion programs can benefit from the 
moral encouragement provided by 
religious leaders, helping individuals 
stay committed to recovery.

The parents’ brigade is another vital 
component of the campaign, and its 
success depends largely on active par-
ticipation. Parents are the first line of  
defense against drug abuse. They have 
the responsibility to guide, monitor, and 
support their children. However, many 
parents may feel ill-equipped to handle 
this challenge. Through sermons and 
community interactions, imams can 
provide practical advice to parents, 
helping them understand how to com-
municate effectively with their children, 
set boundaries, and identify early signs 
of trouble.

It is also important to recognize 
that drug abuse is often linked to 
broader social issues such as unem-
ployment, stress, and lack of  oppor-
tunities. While religious guidance 

can address the moral aspect, there 
is a need for a holistic approach that 
also tackles these underlying fac-
tors. Imams can use their platform 
to advocate for social justice, educa-
tion, and economic opportunities, 
thereby addressing the root causes of  
addiction. This broader perspective 
can contribute to long-term solutions 
rather than temporary fixes.

Another significant aspect is the role 
of women in combating drug abuse. 
Mothers, in particular, play a crucial 
role in shaping the values and behavior 
of their children. The parents’ brigade 
should actively involve women, and 
imams can encourage this participa-
tion by acknowledging and supporting 
their role. Community programs can 
be designed to empower mothers with 
knowledge and resources, enabling them 
to contribute effectively to the campaign.

In addition to sermons, mosques can 
serve as centers for community engage-
ment. Workshops, counseling sessions, 
and awareness programs can be orga-
nized in collaboration with health profes-
sionals and social workers. This multi-
faceted approach can provide practical 
support to individuals and families 
affected by drug abuse. It can also create 
a sense of collective responsibility, where 
the community comes together to address 
a common challenge.

The use of  media and technol-
ogy can further amplify these efforts. 
Sermons and awareness messages 
can be shared through social media 
platforms, reaching a wider audience. 
Short videos, podcasts, and online dis-
cussions can engage youth in a format 
that resonates with them. Imams can 
adapt their communication strategies 
to ensure that their message is acces-
sible and relevant in the digital age.

While the focus is on imams and 
Muslim clerics, it is important to 
adopt an inclusive approach that 
involves leaders from all religious 
and social backgrounds. Drug abuse 
is a universal problem that tran-
scends religious and cultural bound-
aries. Collaboration among different 
community leaders can create a uni-

fied front, strengthening the overall 
impact of  the campaign.

The success of  the 100-day cam-
paign will ultimately depend on 
sustained efforts beyond this period. 
Awareness and prevention must 
become ongoing priorities rather than 
temporary initiatives. Imams can con-
tinue to address social issues in their 
sermons, ensuring that the message 
remains relevant and consistent. Simi-
larly, the parents’ brigade can evolve 
into a permanent support network, 
providing continuous guidance and 
assistance to families.

Accountability and evaluation are 
also essential. The impact of the cam-
paign should be assessed through mea-
surable outcomes such as reduced drug 
use, increased awareness, and improved 
access to rehabilitation services. Feed-
back from the community can help iden-
tify areas for improvement and ensure 
that the initiative remains effective.

In conclusion, the government’s 
100-day campaign against drug abuse 
and the formation of parents’ brigades 
are significant steps in addressing a 
critical social issue. However, the 
involvement of  imams and Muslim 
clerics can elevate these efforts to 
a new level. By dedicating three 
consecutive Friday sermons to this 
issue, they can educate, inspire, and 
mobilize the community. Their moral 
authority, combined with compassion-
ate guidance, can break the stigma 
surrounding addiction and encourage 
individuals to seek help.

Drug abuse is not an insurmount-
able challenge. With collective effort, 
strong leadership, and a commitment 
to social and moral values, it is possible 
to overcome this menace. The collabo-
ration between government initiatives, 
community participation, and religious 
guidance offers a powerful framework for 
change. Imams, as custodians of moral 
and spiritual guidance, have a responsibil-
ity and an opportunity to lead this trans-
formation. By embracing this role, they 
can contribute significantly to building a 
healthier, safer, and more resilient society.

The path forward requires deter-
mination, unity, and sustained effort. 
The 100-day campaign can serve as a 
catalyst, but the journey must continue 
beyond it. With the active involvement 
of parents, community leaders, and reli-
gious figures, there is hope for a future 
where drug abuse is no longer a perva-
sive threat. Instead, it can be replaced 
by a culture of awareness, compassion, 
and collective responsibility, one that 
safeguards the well-being of individuals 
and the integrity of society as a whole.

The author can be mailed at 
miramin354@gmail.com
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      Wall That Crumbled

Why Mamata’s Street-Fighter Image Couldn’t Save Her

DR. RATAN BHATTACHARJEE

“
Humpty Dumpty had a 
great fall”, this line from 
the nursery rhyme came to 
mind while describing the 
political downfall of  the once 

powerful Mamata Banerjee. It was 
one of  her favourite lines: “Humpty 
Humpty Dumpty Dumpty. Hamba 
Hamba Ramba Ramba.”A total non-
sense poem she was always reciting 
from the stage and her sycophants 
were clapping loudly. And ironically 
in her own political life, a fall like 
that of  Humpty Dumpty has now 
taken place. It must be said, this 
was not a sudden event; rather, it 
is the cumulative result of  multiple 
factors. In politics, decline usually 
builds slowly. Tughlaq like directives 
triggered widespread backlash.

First, anti incumbency is a major 
reason. When a party stays in power 
for a long time, people’s expectations 
rise. Even if  development work is done, 
it often cannot mask people’s dissatis-
faction or sense of  monotony. Bengal 
has seen so many images of  corrup-
tion and brutality that the slogan “Joy 
Bangla” began to sound hollow. The 
Trinamool Congress tried to portray 
itself  as synonymous with Bengal, and 
claimed that everyone except the party 
and its loyalists were outsiders.

 There were Goebbels style false 
propaganda campaigns, even about 
eating fish. Every year, the so called 
industrial summits were little more 
than a show, involving people like 
Sourav Ganguly and a cluster of  
opportunistic Tollywood actors and 
actresses who had minimal political 
understanding, yet were used to proj-
ect messages of  development. Along-
side this came figures like Shahjahan 
Sheikh, Jahangir, and “Kesto type” 
strongmen. Orders such as “women 
should not go out after eight o’clock,” 
turning the police into party servants, 
and merging the party with the state 
machinery—these are things people 
cannot accept. Hence that famous 
saying comes to mind: “You can make 
all people fool for some time or some 
people for all time, but not all people 
for all time.”

Trinamool had no real political 
ideology. Apart from Mamata’s per-
sonal inspiration and the leadership 
of  a novice like Abhishek, what ideol-
ogy did the party have? As a result, 

for the past decade, there have been 
incidents of  exam, paper disappear-
ance, countless lies about DA for gov-
ernment employees, and the politics 
of  cut money and rice, ration scams. 
Mamata’s paintings being sold for 
crores of  rupees, and her books being 
made compulsory in school librar-
ies, these

Second, organizational weakness 
at the grassroots. The strength of  a 
regional party depends on its local 
leadership and workers. If  there is fac-
tionalism, infighting, or allegations of  
corruption, public trust erodes. Third, 
the rise of  a strong opposition, espe-
cially the expansion of  the Bharatiya 
Janata Party. This consolidated the 
anti incumbency vote and intensified 
the electoral battle.

Fourth, identity based politics. 

Issues like nationalism, religion, or 
regional identity influence voters. If  
a government fails to align with these 
trends, its support may decline. The 
party’s contradictory stance on OBC 
Waqf  and SIR further accelerated 
its downfall. Fifth, leadership image. 
Mamata Banerjee’s strong and com-
bative persona was once her greatest 
strength, but over time, opponents 
were able to portray it negatively.

Finally, certain specific incidents or 
controversies, such as economic dis-
tress, law and order failures, or major 
political scandals—have intensified 
public anger, whether it was Park 
Street, Kamduni, or the case of  26,000 
teachers.

Politics changes in cycles. A leader 
or party that is weak today may 
become strong tomorrow. Mamata 
failed to grasp this truth. Her flatter-
ers dragged her down even further. 
They even made her sing, “It is time 
for me to go, bid me farewell,” but 
she did not deserve such humiliation. 
I am two years younger than her. I 
have seen her dancing on the bonnet 
of  Jayaprakash Narayan’s car at the 
University of  Calcutta while I was 
giving a speech at the university gate 
about ESMA. What a fighter she once 
was, she had the courage to uproot the 
mighty CPM almost single handedly. 

She extended our retirement age to 
65. But by choosing the wrong friends 
and supporters, she invited her own 
downfall as well as that of  her party. 
Imagine, her education minister 
Bratya Basu had appointed two princi-
pals simultaneously at Motijheel Col-
lege until just a few days ago. Their 
fall had become inevitable. The BJP 
merely acted as a catalyst. And per-
haps we will no longer hear her say, 
“Humpty Humpty Dumpty Dumpty.” 

This downfall was natural.Even Hitle 
had to succumb to defeat. Hitlers 
cannot rule for ever.

The defeat of  the Trinamool Con-
gress and the Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment in West Bengal emerged from 
a convergence of  political fatigue, gov-
ernance controversies, shifting voter 
loyalties, and a dramatically altered 
electoral landscape. After nearly fif-
teen years in power, the TMC faced 
a level of  anti incumbency that had 
been steadily building beneath the sur-
face. Much like the Left Front’s decline 
after three decades of  uninterrupted 
rule, the TMC’s long tenure generated 
a sense of  stagnation among sections 
of  the electorate. Complaints about 
local level interference, the dominance 
of  party cadres, and the perception of  
a pervasive “syndicate culture” con-

tributed to a growing belief  that the 
government had become unresponsive 
to everyday concerns. This sentiment 
was amplified by a record voter turn-
out, crossing 92 percent—which many 
analysts interpreted as a clear signal 
of  public desire for change.

A series of  governance related 
controversies further weakened the 
TMC’s standing. The rape and murder 
of  a trainee doctor at RG Kar Medical 
College became a defining moment 
in the campaign, shaking public con-
fidence and deeply affecting women 
voters, who had long been considered 
one of  Mamata Banerjee’s most loyal 
constituencies. The government’s 
response was widely criticized as inad-
equate and insensitive, and this single 
incident came to symbolize broader 
anxieties about women’s safety in the 
state. Similarly, the events in Sandesh-
khali, where allegations of  atrocities 
and administrative failure dominated 
headlines—reinforced the perception 
that law and order had deteriorated. 
These episodes collectively eroded the 
moral authority that Mamata Baner-
jee had cultivated over the years as a 
leader who stood for justice and pro-
tection of  the vulnerable.

Economic frustrations also played 
a significant role. Many young people 
felt that West Bengal was not gener-
ating enough opportunities, leading 
to a steady out migration of  skilled 
and semi skilled workers. This cre-
ated a sense of  hopelessness among 
first time voters, who were more 
receptive to alternative political nar-
ratives. Businesses, too, expressed 
concerns about corruption and 
bureaucratic hurdles, which they 
believed hindered investment and 
growth. Over time, these economic 
grievances blended with political 

dissatisfaction, creating a broader 
critique of  the government’s perfor-
mance.

Another crucial factor was the 
shifting composition of  the TMC’s 
voter base. Women, minorities, and 
rural voters had historically formed 
the backbone of  the party’s support. 
However, reports suggested that 
women voters, in particular, felt let 
down by the government’s handling 
of  high profile crimes and by what 
they perceived as a lack of  empathy 
from the leadership. Minority votes, 
once consolidated behind the TMC, 
showed signs of  fragmentation, weak-
ening the party’s hold over several 
key constituencies. The cumulative 
effect of  these shifts was visible in the 
unprecedented defeat of  twenty two 
ministers, including Mamata Baner-

jee herself  in Bhabanipur, a symbolic 
blow that underscored the depth of  
voter dissatisfaction.

Complaints about local level inter-
ference, the dominance of  party 
cadres, and the perception of  a perva-
sive “syndicate culture” contributed to 
a growing belief  that the government 
had become unresponsive to everyday 
concerns. This sentiment was ampli-
fied by a record voter turnout—cross-
ing 92 percent which many analysts 
interpreted as a clear signal of  public 
desire for change.

Another crucial factor was the 
shifting composition of  the TMC’s 
voter base. Women, minorities, and 
rural voters had historically formed 
the backbone of  the party’s support. 
However, reports suggested that 
women voters, in particular, felt let 
down by the government’s handling 
of  high profile crimes and by what 
they perceived as a lack of  empathy 
from the leadership. Minority votes, 
once consolidated behind the TMC, 
showed signs of  fragmentation, weak-

ening the party’s hold over several 
key constituencies. The cumulative 
effect of  these shifts was visible in the 
unprecedented defeat of  twenty two 
ministers, including Mamata Banerjee 
herself  in Bhabanipur a symbolic blow 
that underscored the depth of  voter 
dissatisfaction.

The opposition’s strategy also con-
tributed significantly to the TMC’s 
defeat. The Bharatiya Janata Party 
mounted an aggressive, high intensity 
campaign that penetrated regions pre-
viously considered impregnable TMC 
strongholds. While Mamata Baner-
jee attempted to frame the election 
as a battle between Bengal’s identity 
and “outsiders,” this narrative did 
not resonate as strongly as it had in 
earlier elections. The opposition suc-
cessfully capitalized on governance 
failures, amplified public anger, and 
presented itself  as a viable alternative 
at a moment when many voters were 
already questioning the status quo.

In the end, the TMC’s defeat was 
not the result of  a single issue but 
rather the culmination of  accumu-

lated grievances, emotional turn-
ing points, and strategic missteps. 
It reflected a broader desire for 
accountability, renewal, and a dif-
ferent political direction. The elec-
tion became a referendum not only 
on the government’s performance 
but also on its ability to respond to 
crises, maintain public trust, and 
adapt to a rapidly changing political 
environment.

Ultimately, the defeat of  the Tri-
namool Congress reflected a deeper 
shift in the political psychology of  West 
Bengal. For years, Mamata Banerjee 
had embodied a powerful narrative of  
resistance,first against the Left Front 
and later against national level politi-
cal forces. Her personal charisma, 
street fighter image, and ability to con-
nect emotionally with ordinary people 
had been central to the TMC’s rise. 
But over time, this narrative began 
to lose its resonance. Many voters felt 
that the party had grown distant from 
its original grassroots ethos, becom-
ing increasingly centralized and per-
sonality driven. The emotional bond 
that once defined Mamata’s relation-
ship with the electorate appeared to 
weaken, especially as controversies 
mounted and the government strug-
gled to respond with the moral clarity 
that had once been her hallmark.

The internal dynamics of  the TMC 
also contributed to its decline. Reports 
of  factionalism, infighting, and the 
growing influence of  a small circle of  
leaders created the impression of  a 
party that had become insular. Several 
senior leaders defected or expressed 
dissatisfaction, signaling instability 
within the organization. These inter-
nal fractures not only weakened the 
party’s campaign machinery but also 
undermined public confidence in its 
ability to govern cohesively. The defeat 
of  so many ministers, including the 
chief  minister herself, was a dramatic 
manifestation of  this internal erosion.

Another dimension of  the TMC’s 
defeat was the changing media and 
communication landscape. The oppo-
sition’s ability to dominate digital plat-
forms, shape narratives, and mobilize 
public sentiment played a significant 
role. Social media amplified grievanc-
es, circulated images and testimonies 
from controversial incidents, and cre-
ated a sense of  urgency around issues 
of  safety, corruption, and governance. 
The TMC, despite its organizational 
strength, struggled to counter this 
wave of  digital messaging. Its com-
munication strategy often appeared 
reactive rather than proactive, allow-
ing negative narratives to take root 
and spread rapidly.

The election also highlighted the 
limits of  welfare politics when not 
accompanied by strong governance. 
While the TMC had implemented sev-
eral popular welfare schemes—partic-
ularly those aimed at women and rural 
households, these initiatives were 
overshadowed by concerns about law 
and order, corruption, and administra-
tive inefficiency. Voters who had once 
supported the party for its welfare 
programs began to question whether 
these benefits were enough to offset 
broader governance failures. In this 
sense, the election became a referen-
dum not just on policy delivery but on 
the overall direction and integrity of  
the government.

In the broader context of  West Ben-
gal’s political history, the TMC’s defeat 
marked a significant turning point. It 
signaled the end of  an era defined by 
Mamata Banerjee’s dominance and 
the beginning of  a new phase in the 
state’s political evolution. The elec-
torate’s verdict reflected a desire for 
renewal, accountability, and a break 
from entrenched political patterns. It 
also underscored the dynamic nature 
of  democratic politics, where even the 
most formidable leaders and parties 
must continually adapt to changing 
expectations, shifting demographics, 
and evolving public consciousness.

The fall of  the TMC government, 
therefore, cannot be understood as 
a simple rejection of  a single leader 
or party. It was the culmination of  
accumulated grievances, emotional 
ruptures, and strategic miscalcula-
tions. It was shaped by the interplay of  
governance failures, social anxieties, 
economic frustrations, and political 
realignments. Most importantly, it was 
driven by the collective will of  voters 
who sought a different path for the 
state’s future. In this sense, the elec-
tion served as a powerful reminder of  
the transformative potential of  demo-
cratic participation and the enduring 
demand for responsive, transparent, 
and empathetic leadership.

Author is International Dickens 
Medal Winner. He can be mailed at 

profratanbhattacharjee@gmail.com

In the end, the 
TMC’s defeat 
was not the 

result of  a single 
issue but rather 
the culmination 
of  accumulated 
grievances, emo-
tional turning 
points, and stra-
tegic missteps. 
It reflected a 
broader desire 
for accountabil-
ity, renewal, and 
a different politi-
cal direction. 
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No Let-Up In Alert Along
officials said.
“Technology is playing a critical role. 

From AI-based detection to drone sur-
veillance, the objective is zero infiltration 
and real-time response,” another officer 
said.

Troops are also conducting regular 
training drills simulating infiltration 
attempts, bunker attacks and coordinated 
responses to maintain operational readi-
ness. Bulletproof  vehicles and all-terrain 
mobility platforms have been deployed 
to ensure rapid troop movement across 
mountainous regions.

Officials said that civilian safety in 
border areas remains a priority, with 
coordination mechanisms in place to 
respond to any escalation.

Pertinently, ‘Operation Sindoor,’ was 
launched on the night of  May 7–8 last 
year to avenge the Pahalgam terror 
attack that left 26 civilians, mostly tour-
ists dead. It marked a calibrated military 
response to terror attack.

The operation targeted multiple terror-
ist training facilities and infrastructure 
across Pakistan-occupied Kashmir and 
beyond.

The strikes, carried out with coordi-
nated use of  missiles, air power, drones 
and artillery, focused on camps linked 
to groups such as Lashkar-e-Taiba and 
Jaish-e-Mohammed.

Officials had described the operation 
as precise and intelligence-led, aimed 
at minimising collateral damage while 
signalling a zero-tolerance approach to 
cross-border terrorism.

The operation saw limited escala-
tion, including aerial engagements and 
cross-border shelling, before both sides 
moved towards a ceasefire understanding 
around May 10.

Officials said the lessons from Opera-
tion Sindoor continue to shape current 
deployment and preparedness strategies 
along the borders.

“Dominance along the LoC is critical. 
Our forces remain committed to main-
taining peace through vigilance and 
readiness,” an official said, adding that 
the alert grid will remain in place in the 
coming days—(KNO)

'First Villages Of India,
have faced the greatest neglect are now 

accorded the highest priority in the new 
era of  Jammu Kashmir’s progress," the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor highlighted 
the Government of  India is implement-
ing a comprehensive strategy under the 
Vibrant Villages Programme, which 
aims to integrate border populations 
into the national mainstream with focus 
on Livelihood Generation, Infrastruc-
ture and Connectivity. He said that the 
programme also aims to saturate all vil-
lages in 4 thematic areas- all-weather 
road connectivity, telecom connectivity, 
television connectivity and electrifica-
tion through convergence under existing 
scheme norms.

"Every effort is being made to ensure 
that the aspirations of  every single citi-
zen are fulfilled, that the development 
demands of  border residents are met.

Furthermore, by adopting a "Whole-of-
Government Approach," we aim to ensure 
that every target set under the Vibrant 
Villages Programme is achieved,” he 
said.

The Lieutenant Governor directed the 
officials to ensure that every household 
in the border villages has access to elec-
tricity, mobile connectivity, and econom-
ic independence.

"We must ensure that by 2030, not a 
single family in the border villages of  
Samba remains below the poverty line," 
the Lieutenant Governor said.

Responding the demands raised 
by Member of  Legislative Assembly 
Ramgarh, the Lieutenant Governor reit-
erated that the administration is commit-
ted to providing land ownership rights to 
displaced persons from PoJK and WPRs.

He also stated that the completion of  
the Shahpur Kandi Dam would provide a 
massive boost to the region's agricultural 
productivity.

The Lieutenant Governor lauded Regal 
for becoming a TB-free village and urged 
continued vigilance regarding clean 
drinking water and the collective fight 
against drug abuse.

The Lieutenant Governor also handed 
over appointment orders to SPOs and 
sanction letters to various youth of  the 
village and beneficiaries under HADP, 
Mission Yuva and other schemes.

During his visit to the Regal Border 
Out Post (BoP), the Lieutenant Governor 
interacted with the Jawans and lauded 
their unwavering determination in 
guarding the nation’s frontiers and com-
mended their exemplary role in Opera-
tion Sindoor.

Dr Devinder Kumar Manyal, Member 
of  Legislative Assembly from Ramgarh; 
Shri Shaleen Kabra, Additional Chief  
Secretary, Jal Shakti Department; Shri 
Ashwani Kumar, Additional Chief  Sec-
retary, Power Development Department; 
Shri Anil Kumar Singh, Additional Chief  
Secretary, Public Works (R&B) Depart-

ment; Shri Bhim Sen Tuti; IGP Jammu; 
Shri Brij Mohan Sharma, Principal Sec-
retary Culture;  Ms R. Alice Vaz, Com-
missioner Secretary to Government, 
Planning and Information; Shri Ramesh 
Kumar, Divisional Commissioner 
Jammu; Ms Ayushi Sudan Deputy Com-
missioner Samba; Shri Anuj Kumar, SSP 
Samba, senior officials of  army, police 
and civil administration and people in 
large number were present.

Nation’s True Strength
The Lieutenant Governor stated that 

the land of  Ghagwal has historically 
been a vibrant center of  learning where 
Vedic teachings flourished and the Guru-
Shishya tradition thrived, providing stu-
dents with guidance in the art of  living, 
critical thinking, and the courage to seek 
the truth.

The Lieutenant Governor highlighted 
India’s rapid advancement in science, 
innovation and technology. He fur-
ther emphasised that the nation's true 
strength lies in its cultural conscious-
ness, with Sanskrit playing a vital role in 
providing a balanced perspective rooted 
in ethics and duty.

The Lieutenant Governor said that 
Sanskrit has been a source of  essen-
tial values and knowledge systems for 
humanity for centuries. He also recalled 
the monumental contributions of  ancient 
scholars such as Kautilya, Charaka, 
Sushruta, Bhaskracharya, Brahmagupta, 
Aryabhata, and Varahamihira, in shap-
ing the global traditions in mathematics, 
medicine and philosophy.

He stressed the urgent need to make 
this vast repository of  knowledge acces-
sible in simple, modern language to 
ensure its relevance for the contempo-
rary world.

The Lieutenant Governor urged the 
Gurukul management to maintain the 
highest standards of  education by inte-
grating the depth of  tradition with the 
breadth of  modernity. He emphasized 
that the institution must go beyond pro-
viding degrees to nurture sensitive, ethi-
cal and courageous personalities who 
can lead the society.

“I believe Shri Narsingh Dev Sanskrit 
Gurukul will evolve into a centre of  excel-
lence by integrating traditional values 
with modern education,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor appreciated 
the efforts of  Chudamani Sanskrit Sanst-
han, Shri Narsingh Dev Temple Manage-
ment Committee, district administration 
Samba and congratulated them for their 
vision, dedication and commitment in 
establishing the Gurukul.

Shri Surjit Singh Slathia, Member of  
Legislative Assembly from Samba; Shri 
Shakti Pathak, Director ACB and Presi-
dent of  Chudamani Sanskrit Sansthan; 
Shri Ramesh Kumar, Divisional Com-
missioner Jammu; Shri Bhim Sen Tuti, 
IGP Jammu; Shri Shridhar Patil, DIG 
JSK Range; Ms Ayushi Sudan, Deputy 
Commissioner Samba; and other senior 
officials, and Vedic scholars attended the 
inaugural ceremony.

NC To Hold Crucial
“The issue of  cabinet expansion is 

also likely to come up for discussion,” 
they said, adding that three berths in the 
council of  ministers are lying vacant, as 
J&K can have nine ministers—(KNO)

'Op Sindoor' Paid Dividends,
Tamil Nadu is getting a new govern-

ment. Congress won in Kerala, the BJP 
won in Assam. What else is there?" he 
said.

When asked if  he sees any impact of  
special intensive revision (SIR) of  elec-
toral rolls in the elections, Abdullah said, 
"There was an impact of  everything."

He also said the opposition INDIA bloc 
is already strong and there is nothing 
lacking in it.

In response to a question about blasts 
in Punjab, the former Union minister 
said blasts have been happening in India, 
and there was nothing new.

"You should not panic," he told report-
ers. On the opposition targeting the NC 
government in J-K, Abdullah said it is 
good that the opposition is doing its job.
Jammu & Kashmir Travel

"If  they don't, how will they survive? 
Let them say what they want. Our party 
is working the way it has to, and we will 
continue to do so," he added.(PTI)

Omar Abdullah  Hints
alone cannot address unemployment 

and stressed the need to promote self-
employment.

Omar referred to initiatives like Mis-
sion Yuva, which aim to ease access to 
loans for youth starting businesses in 
sectors such as retail, workshops and 
tourism. He said skill development pro-
grammes are being expanded to match 
market needs.

The long-term goal, the CM said, is to 

build a self-reliant Jammu and Kashmir 
with a strong local economy. He said the 
government wants to create opportuni-
ties within the region so that dependence 
on the Centre reduces over time.

Addressing political developments, 
Abdullah dismissed reports of  defections 
from the National Conference. He said no 
MLA from his party would switch sides to 
support the BJP and termed such claims 
baseless.

He accused the Peoples Democratic 
Party of  having supported the BJP during 
Rajya Sabha elections, saying the matter 
had already been established through 
information obtained under the Right to 
Information.

Omar asserted that his government 
functions independently. “When I have 
to say something, I say it. Neither am I 
silent, nor is my government silent,” he 
said.

On tourism, the CM said the issue was 
discussed in the assembly, and several 
locations have already been opened. The 
remaining destinations will be opened in 
a phased manner, he added.

Responding to a query on cabinet 
expansion, the Chief  Minister said a deci-
sion would be taken at an appropriate 
time. “If  we have to do it, we will do it,” 
he said—(KNO)

Trump Pauses US
intolerable for America; while we have 

not even begun yet."
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian 

also said that the price rise is attributed 
to the war, and profiteering and hoarding 
are unacceptable.

In a post on X, he said, "I am aware of  
the price increases. Part of  it is related to 
changes in the prices of  raw materials or 
issues connected to the unjust war that 
people are aware of, but profiteering and 
hoarding are unacceptable. I have asked 
the Minister of  Justice, in coordination 
with the judiciary, to take serious action 
against any violations that disrupt soci-
etal peace."

The threat comes hours after Trump 
paused the US military's "Project Free-
dom" operation to open the Strait of  
Hormuz, due to "great progress" being 
made towards a "complete and final 
agreement with the representatives of  
Iran". (ANI)

In Kashmir, Pride,
tourist movement has remained steady, 

with security arrangements in place to 
ensure safety at key destinations.

Locals associated with the tourism 
sector said such confidence among visi-
tors is important for the region’s econ-
omy.

Tourists said they hope peace contin-
ues and that Kashmir remains open and 
accessible for visitors from across the 
country. “We just want peace here. And 
we will keep coming back,” Mehta said—
(KNO)

Transporters Threaten
for talks earlier, this situation would 

not have arisen,” he said.
Matta said the protest is driven by “sur-

vival concerns” of  thousands associated 
with the sector. “We are not against the 
government or development. But our 
employment is being snatched. First save 
our livelihood, then we can discuss other 
issues,” he added.

Referring to the April 20 strike, he 
acknowledged the hardship caused to 
the public, particularly students and 
patients. “We understand people suffered; 
students missed exams and patients faced 
difficulties. We don’t want to repeat that, 
but we are being forced,” he said.

The transport leader reiterated con-
cerns over the expansion of  Smart City 
bus services into routes traditionally 
operated by private transporters, alleg-
ing that local stakeholders are being side-
lined in the process.

He urged the government to initiate 
dialogue, stating that the sector supports 
thousands of  drivers, conductors and 
vehicle owners across the Valley. “We 
want to work with the government, not 
against it. But if  ignored, we will be com-
pelled to intensify agitation,” he said.

Transport bodies have further appealed 
to operators across Kashmir to support 
the proposed strike, which, if  imple-
mented, is likely to severely disrupt daily 
life, affecting commuters, students and 
patients across the Valley.

Notably, as already reported, a Valley-
wide “chakka jam” on April 20 had para-
lysed public transport across Kashmir, 
leaving commuters stranded and forcing 
authorities, including Kashmir Univer-
sity, to make alternate arrangements for 
affected students—(KNO)

India Marks First
carrying out airstrikes on nine terror 

infrastructures in Pakistan and Paki-
stan-occupied Kashmir eliminating at 
least 100 terrorists.

The strikes at the terror camps includ-
ed the Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) head-
quarters at Bahawalpur, the Lashkar-
e-Taiba’s base at Muridke and terrorist 
infrastructure in Mehmoona Joya in 
Sialkot, Sawai Nala and Syed Na Bilal 
in Muzaffarabad, Gulpur and Abbas in 
Kotli, Barnala in Bhimber, and Sarjal.

The action triggered a rapid escala-
tion in tensions with Pakistan launching 
retaliatory strikes, though most of  them 
were thwarted by the Indian military.

The hostilities ended with an under-
standing on halting the military actions 
on May 10 following talks over the hotline 
between army officials of  the two sides, 
but the episode brought into focus the 
need to enhance India’s military might.

While India delivered a befitting 
response to Pakistan, the three services 
analysed the hostilities to refine opera-
tional strategies and integrate advanced 
technologies and platforms.

The three services have been specifical-
ly focusing on procurement of  unmanned 
platforms and infusion of  high-end tech-
nologies, including artificial intelligence 
for target acquisitions and surveillance.

India has added significant military 
might in the last one year, and the credit 
goes to a whole-of-government approach 
to bolster military prowess.

Definitely, lessons learned from Opera-
tion Sindoor are being implemented, said 
a senior military official.

The months following the conflict saw 
the government greenlighting several 
mega procurement projects in line with 
the national security strategy and priori-
ties.

The procurement proposals cleared to 
further crank up the military’s overall 
strike capabilities included a green signal 
to acquire a fresh batch of  five S-400 mis-
sile systems from Russia and the pur-
chase of  60 medium transport aircraft.

In March alone, the government green-
lighted the acquisition of  military hard-
ware worth Rs 2.38 lakh crore.

In February, the government cleared 
another long-pending proposal to pro-
cure 114 Rafale fighter jets under a gov-
ernment-to-government framework with 
France, nearly two decades after the plan 
was originally rolled out to boost the 
Indian Air Force’s combat prowess.

The defence ministry also approved 
buying six US-made Boeing P8-I sur-
veillance aircraft for the Indian Navy 
to enhance the force’s surveillance and 
anti-submarine warfare capabilities.

The Rafale jets are capable of  carry-
ing a range of  potent weapons. European 
missile maker MBDA’s Meteor beyond 
visual range air-to-air missile and Scalp 
cruise missile will be the mainstay of  the 
weapons package of  the Rafales.

The government is also in the process 
of  sealing a Euro 5 billion deal for the 
supply of  six stealth submarines to the 
Indian Navy. The submarines will be 
built by German defence major Thys-
senKrupp Marine Systems (TKMS) and 
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL).

In April, India commissioned its third 
indigenously-built nuclear-powered bal-
listic missile submarine, INS Aridaman, 
significantly bolstering the naval compo-
nent of  the nation’s nuclear triad.

India’s nuclear-powered ballistic mis-
sile submarine (SSBN) programme is a 
closely guarded project. INS Arihant was 
the first boat under the SSBN project, 
which was followed by another boat, INS 
Arighat.

In the course of  the last one year, India 
also successfully test-fired a range of  
strategically important weapons, includ-
ing several versions of  the Agni missiles.

In August, India successfully test-fired 
the ‘Agni-five’ intermediate-range bal-
listic missile that has a range of  up to 
5,000 km.

The Agni-5 missile can bring almost the 
entire Asia, including the northernmost 
part of  China, as well as some regions 
in Europe under its striking range.(PTI)

DAR MATTING SHOP
DEALS IN:- BLANKETS, BED SHEETS, BED COVERS, PILLOW COVERS, DOOR MATS, ROOM SHEETS, GRAPHICS, LINING, ROTTERY & MUCH MORE

ADDRESS:- SADAT MARKET, NEAR PNB, SHADIPORA SUMBAL +91- 9906230114-  6006600834
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  GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT OFFICER, SHANGUS

Email- dorswd.00010018@jk.gov.in

Subject:  Provisional Selection List of Sanginis (Anganwadi Workers) of Poshan Project Shangus and 
inviting of objections thereof.

(PUBLIC NOTICE)
In pursuance to the Government Order No. 222-JK (SWD) 2022 dated 30.11.2022 and Government Order No. 103-JK (SWD) of 
2023 dated 28-04-2023 and communication No. SWD-ICDS/43/2022 dated 14.08.2023 and approval from Mission Director 
Poshan J&K Vide No. MD/Poshan/38344-47 dated 03.12.2024    (for AWH) and MD/Poshan/47117-27 dated 24.12.2025 
(AWWs) and advertisement Notice for Sahayikas. (Anganwadi Helpers) was issued vide vide Notification No:- 21 of CDPO 2026, 
Dated:-01-01-2026, Extension Notice No: CDPO/SHG/2025-26/400, Dated:     19-01-2026, Published in Daily Newspaper’s 
Kashmir Monitor, Indian Times, Jabroot, Kashmir Digest on 03-01-2026 and Precious Kashmir, Daily Shaharbeen Times on    21-
01-202 respectively. In response to said advertisement notices, 04 application forms were received against 01 post of Sanginis 
(AWWs) within the stipulated time period for Panchayat/Municipal ward-Cherpora PC-02 (AWC-G.B Methmoo). Application 
forms were scrutinized by the selection Committees (District level selection committee) and thereby resulting in framing the 
Panel showing merit duly signed by all Committee members and accordingly Provisional selection list was framed. Merit list 
(Annexure-A) and Provisional Selection list (Annexure-B) is hereby published for information of public in general and applicants/
Candidates in particular for filing appeal/Objections if any.
     The appeal/objection (if any) against the Provisional Selection list, shall be filed in the office of the Child Development Project 
Officer, Poshan Project (ICDS) Shangus against proper receipt within ten days (in office Hours) from the date of publication of this 
notification. No appeal/objection shall be entertained after expiry of the last date of filing/Appeal/Objection.

Annexure-A of CDPO/SHG/2026-27/66-73             Dated: 06-05-2026.

No: CDPO/SHG/2026-27/66-73   Sd/-
Dated: 06-05-2026   Child dev. Project Officer,
 Poshan Shangus.

DIPK-1082-26
DT: 06/05/2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public that Mrs. Khadija, wife of 
Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, resident of Humhama Bagander, 
passed away at her residence on 09/01/2006.
The applicant, Mr. Mohammad Maqbool Bhat, son of Ghulam 
Mohammad Bhat, resident of Humhama Bagander, is applying 
for the issuance of a Death Certificate in this regard.
If anybody has any objection to the issuance of the said Death 
Certificate, they may file their objection at Tehsildar Budgam 
within 5 days from the date of publication of this notice. Failing 
which, the Death Certificate shall be issued in favour of the 
applicant as per rules.

Mohammad Maqbool Bhat
S/o Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, 

R/o Humhama Bagander

PUBLIC NOTICE
I want to change the name on my driving licence bearing No: JK 
1620230001073 from MOHD ASIF WANI TO MOHAMMAD ASIF 
WANI (as per aadhar card). If anybody has any objection in this 
regard, he/she may file the same before the concerned authority 
within a period of seven days from the date of publication of this 
notice; after that, no objection shall be entertained.

NAME: MOHAMMAD ASIF WANI
S/o AB AHAD WANI

R/o  KACHAN, GANDERBAL

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have applied for a DEE Class Card under the name MOHAMMAD 
AAQIB BHAT S/O BASHIR AHMAD BHAT R/O KANGAN 
GANDERBAL   . If anybody has any objection in this regard He/
She may file his/her objection in the office of superintendent 
Engineer R&B GANDERBAL/BANIDPORA within a period of 7 
days from the date of publication of this notice. After that, no 
objection shall be entertained.

NAME: MOHAMMAD AAQIB BHAT
S/o: BASHIR  AHMAD BHAT
R/o:  KANGAN GANDERBAL

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public that the Class A Contractor 
Card issued by the PWD (Public Works Department) on 01-06-
2025, valid up to 31-03-2028, was earlier in the name of 
Mr. Ishfaq Ahmad Malla. The said contractor card has now 
been changed/transferred to the name of the firm “Railable 
Construction Company.” If any person has any objection 
regarding this change, they may submit their objection along 
with valid proof to the concerned authority within 7 days from 
the date of publication of this notice. After that, no objection 
shall be entertained.

Ishfaq Ahmad Malla
R/o Malpora, Gollabagh, Safapora, Ganderbal

PUBLIC NOTICE
I want to change name on my driving license bearing No: JK 
162010000128 from MOHD YOUSUF Mir TO MOHAMMAD 
YOUSUF MIR (as per aadhar card).
If anybody having any objection in this regard he/ she may file the 
same before the concerned authority within a period of seven days 
from the date of publication of this notice after that no objection 
shall be entertained.

NAME: Mohammad Yousuf Mir
S/o: HABIB ULLAH MIR

R/o  FATEHPORA, GANDERBAL 

Satish Sharma attends school 
annual day; urges youth to 
lead with discipline

Dy CM inspects ongoing 
infrastructure works at 
GMC Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy 
Chief  Minister, Surinder 
Choudhary, Wednesday 
inspected the ongoing con-
struction of  a new build-
ing for upgradation of  the 
Surgery, Medicine and 
Radiology departments at 
Government Medical Col-
lege (GMC) Srinagar.

During the inspection, 
he emphasized the impor-
tance of  timely comple-
tion of  the project and 
strict adherence to quality 
standards. He stated that 
the upgradation of  these 
key departments will sig-
nificantly strengthen the 
healthcare infrastructure 
and enhance patient care 
services in Srinagar.

The Deputy Chief  Min-
ister said that the gov-
ernment is committed to 
ensure seamless delivery 
of  healthcare services and 
is focused on creating equi-
table  health related infra-
structure in both Srinagar 
and Jammu.

“The administration 

is prioritizing develop-
ment of  healthcare facili-
ties, ensuring quality and 
timely completion to dedi-
cate such facilities across 
all districts ,” he said.

Earlier, the Deputy 
Chief  Minister met vari-
ous public delegations at 
the Civil Secretariat in 
Srinagar.

The delegations pro-
jected a range of  issues 
and demands concerning 
public welfare and devel-
opment.

The Deputy Chief  Min-
ister gave a patient hearing 
to the concerns raised and 
resolved several issues on 
the spot.  He assured the 
delegations that all other 
genuine matters would be 
actively taken up with the 
concerned departments for 
their prompt and smooth 
redressal.

Reiterating the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
responsive governance, he 
said that addressing public 
grievances and ensuring 
efficient service delivery 
remains a top priority.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for 
Food, Civil Supplies & Con-
sumer Affairs, Transport, 
Information Technology, 
Youth Services & Sports, 
and Science & Technology, 
Satish Sharma, Wednes-
day called upon the youth 
to become torchbearers 
of  discipline, integrity 
and national pride at the 
annual day celebration 
of  BSF Senior Secondary 
School, Jammu.

Addressing a gathering 
of  students, teachers, par-
ents and BSF personnel, 
the Minister described the 
occasion as a moment of  
pride and inspiration. He 
highlighted the unique 
legacy of  the institution, 
noting that it nurtures the 
young minds in an environ-
ment shaped by the cour-
age, sacrifice and service of  
the Border Security Force.

Emphasizing the vital 
role of  youth in nation-
building, Satish Sharma 
said that the strength of  the 
country lies in the charac-
ter of  its young generation. 
He encouraged the stu-
dents to draw inspiration 
from the dedication of  BSF 
personnel who safeguard 

the nation under the most 
challenging conditions.

Appealing for a united 
fight against  the growing 
menace of  drug abuse, the 
Minister termed it one of  
the gravest threats facing 
society today. He under-
scored the Government’s 
firm commitment towards 
combating narcotics 
through strict enforce-
ment, robust rehabilitation 
measures and widespread 
awareness. He called upon 
the students to act as the 
first line of  defense against 
this menace by making 
informed and responsible 
choices.

“Real strength lies in 

refusal,” he said, urging 
the young people to stand 
firm against peer pres-
sure and reject any path 
that compromises their 
future. He stressed that a 
mind affected by addiction 
cannot contribute mean-
ingfully to the nation.

Highlighting the true 
essence of  nationalism, 
Satish Sharma remarked 
that it goes beyond slogans 
and is reflected in every-
day actions, through hard 
work, respect for others, 
environmental respon-
sibility, and unwavering 
honesty. He encouraged 
the students to strive for 
excellence in their studies 

and contribute positively to 
society.

Referring to the theme 
of  global unity, he spoke 
about the importance of  
embracing both national 
pride and global citizen-
ship. He said that being 
a proud Indian and a 
responsible global citizen 
are complementary ideals 
that strengthen one’s out-
look and contribution.

The Minister also reit-
erated the Government’s 
focus on youth engage-
ment, sports development 
and technological advance-
ment. He emphasized that 
platforms in sports, inno-
vation and digital empow-
erment are being expanded 
to help the young people 
realize their full potential 
and lead the region toward 
growth and progress.

Congratulating the 
school administration, 
faculty and students, 
Satish Sharma lauded the 
institution for fostering an 
environment of  excellence 
and character-building. 
He also commended the 
award-winning students 
for their achievements and 
encouraged them to con-
tinue striving for greater 
heights.

CM Omar chairs BoD of J&K Cable 
Car Corporation at Gulmarg

CM Omar hosts dinner in honour 
of PSC on Finance in Gulmarg

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GULMARG: Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah Wednesday 
hosted a dinner in honour of the 
Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Finance at Gulmarg.

The Committee headed by 
its chairperson, Member of Par-
liament, Bhartruhari Mahtab, is 
currently on a study visit to Sri-
nagar and Gulmarg from May 4 
to May 7 as part of its ongoing 
engagements to review and 
deliberate on key financial and 
economic matters. The dinner 
provided an opportunity for 
informal interaction between 
the Chief Minister and members 
of the Committee in the serene 
surroundings of Gulmarg. The 
Chief Minister extended a warm 
welcome to the visiting mem-
bers and expressed hope that 

their visit would offer valuable 
insights into the region’s devel-
opmental landscape and tour-
ism potential.

The visit of the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Finance 
is part of its study programme 
for the year, aimed at gaining 
first-hand understanding of 
various sectors and initiatives.

On the occasion, Advisor 
to the CM Nasir Aslam Wani, 
MLA Gulmarg Pirzada Farooq 
Ahmed Shah, MLA Zadibal 
Tanvir Sadiq, Chief Secretary 
Atal Dulloo, Additional Chief 
Secretary to the CM Dheeraj 
Gupta, Commissioner Secre-
tary Industries & Commerce 
Vikramjit Singh, Deputy 
Commissioner Baramulla SF 
Hamid, DG Budget Moham-
mad Sultan Malik and other 
concerned were present.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GULMARG: Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah Wednesday chaired the 
meeting of the Board of Direc-
tors of Jammu & Kashmir Cable 
Car Corporation at the Conven-
tion Center, Gulmarg. During the 
meeting, the Managing Director, 
JK Cable Car Corporation, pre-
sented a detailed agenda and 
gave a comprehensive presenta-
tion on key projects and initiatives 
of the Corporation. The agenda 
items were discussed threadbare.

The Board deliberated on the 
upgradation of the Gulmarg Gon-
dola Project aimed at enhancing 
its carrying capacity, operational 
efficiency and safety standards 
through modernization of critical 
infrastructure.

The Chief Minister empha-
sized timely execution of projects, 

adoption of modern technology 
and adherence to high safety 
standards to meet the growing 
tourist inflow. He underlined the 
importance of strengthening tour-
ism infrastructure to further boost 
the local economy.

The meeting was attended 
by Advisor to the Chief Minister, 
Nasir Aslam Wani; Chief Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo; Additional Chief Sec-
retary to Chief Minister, Dheeraj 
Gupta; Additional Chief Secretary, 
Tourism, Ashish Chandra Verma; 
Managing Director, J&K Tourism 
Development Corporation, Shreya 
Singhal; Director Tourism Kash-
mir/Managing Director, J&K Cable 
Car Corporation, Syed Sajad 
Qamar; Director Tourism Jammu, 
Vikas Gupta; Director General, 
Budget; Chief Executive Officer, 
Gulmarg Development Authority, 
and other concerned officers.

Mohammad Younis 

Malik assumes Charge as 

Director JKEDI
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  Mohammad 
Younis Malik on Wednes-
day assumed charge as the 
Director of  the Jammu and 
Kashmir Entrepreneur-
ship Development Institute 
(JKEDI).

The charge was handed 
over in a brief  yet dignified 
ceremony held at the insti-
tute’s Sempora campus, 
marking the transition of  
leadership at the premier 
entrepreneurship promo-
tion organization of  the 
Union Territory.

On the occasion, a warm 
and heartfelt farewell was 
accorded to the outgoing 
Director, Khalid Jahan-
gir who had been holding 
the additional charge of  
Director JKEDI alongside 
his responsibilities as Sec-
retary, Industries & Com-
merce Department.

Senior officers and offi-
cials of  JKEDI, along with 
staff  members, were pres-
ent during the ceremony 
and acknowledged the 
contributions made by 
Khalid Jahangir during 
his tenure.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mohammad Younis 
Malik expressed his grati-
tude for the opportunity to 
lead JKEDI and reiterated 
his commitment to fur-
ther advancing the insti-
tute’s mission. He empha-
sized the importance of  
entrepreneurship, capac-
ity building, and effective 
implementation of  govern-
ment policies to create sus-
tainable livelihood oppor-
tunities for the youth of  
the Union Territory.

“The employees of  the 
institute are its perma-
nent stakeholders, and 

our collective strength 
lies in working together 
with unity and purpose. 
We must function as a 
cohesive team, moving 
in tandem to achieve our 
objectives and take JKEDI 
to newer heights,” he said.

Highlighting the chal-
lenges ahead, he added, 
“Unemployment remains 
one of  the biggest chal-
lenges before us today. 
It is imperative that the 
goals and initiatives of  the 
JKEDI are closely aligned 
to address this concern and 
contribute meaningfully to 
the betterment of  the youth 
of  Jammu and Kashmir.”

He further called for a 
results-oriented approach, 
stating, “We must all strive 
to work harder and to the 
fullest of  our capabilities 
to meet the expectations 
of  our youth and create 
impactful opportunities 
through entrepreneurship 
and innovation.”

He also underscored the 
significance of  the J&K 
Startup Policy 2024–27, 
noting that JKEDI will 
continue to play a pivotal 
role in nurturing start-
ups, facilitating access 
to finance, and building 
a robust entrepreneurial 
ecosystem in alignment 
with the policy objectives.

In his farewell remarks, 
Khalid Jahangir extend-
ed his best wishes to the 
incoming Director and 
expressed confidence that 
JKEDI would continue to 
scale new heights under his 
leadership. He appreciated 
the dedication and profes-
sionalism of  the institute’s 
team and encouraged them 
to maintain their focus on 
impactful outcomes and 
service delivery.

Comm SMC reviews arrangements 
for PSC Visit to J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In prepara-
tion for the forthcoming 
visit of  the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
(2025–26) to Jammu and 
Kashmir from May 10 to 12, 
Faz Lul Haseeb, Commis-
sioner, Srinagar Munici-
pal Corporation (SMC), 
Wednesday chaired a com-
prehensive review meeting 
to assess the readiness of  
all departments and final-
ize logistical and admin-
istrative arrangements 
for the high-profile pro-
gramme.

The meeting witnessed 
detailed deliberations on 
protocol management, 
transportation, accommo-
dation, venue prepared-
ness, security coordina-
tion, and inter-depart-
mental synchronization 
to ensure the smooth and 
successful conduct of  the 

parliamentary delegation’s 
study visit.

Emphasizing the sig-
nificance of  the visit, the 
Commissioner directed 
all concerned officers to 
maintain close coordina-
tion and ensure that every 
arrangement is executed 
in a timely and profes-
sional manner. He stressed 
that the visit is of  consid-
erable importance in the 
context of  ongoing urban 
development and housing 
initiatives in the Union 
Territory.

During the meeting, 
designated liaison officers 
were thoroughly briefed 
about their respective 
roles and responsibili-
ties. The Commissioner 
instructed them to remain 
fully vigilant and respon-
sive throughout the visit to 
facilitate hassle-free move-
ment and effective engage-
ment of  the visiting com-
mittee members.

Demolition drive conducted 
against drug peddler in Yaripora

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: In a contin-
ued crackdown against 
drug peddlers, a demoli-
tion drive was carried out 
Wednesday at Tantarypo-
ra, Yaripora by joint teams 
of  Revenue and Police.

The action was under-
taken as part of  ongoing 
efforts to curb the menace 
of  drug abuse and dis-
mantle illegal networks 
involved in narcotics.

Officials stated that 
strict measures will con-
tinue against individuals 
involved in drug peddling, 

and reiterated the admin-
istration’s commitment 
to ensuring a drug-free 
society.

Locals were urged to 
cooperate with authorities 
and report any suspicious 
activities related to drug 
trafficking.
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IPL 2026: All-round SRH soar to top of table 
with 33-run victory over PBKS

IANS

HYDERABAD: Sunrisers 
Hyderabad delivered a strong 
all-around performance to 
overpower Punjab Kings by 33 
runs in Match 49 of  the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) 2026 at 
the Rajiv Gandhi International 
Stadium, Uppal, in Hyderabad 
on Wednesday.

Their explosive batting, fol-
lowed by disciplined bowling, 
played a key role, while PBKS' 
poor fielding proved costly 
in this high-scoring match. 
Dropped catches off  both 
Ishan Kishan and Heinrich 
Klaasen came back to haunt 
Punjab. The pair capitalised on 
important half-centuries, help-
ing SRH secure a commanding 
total and ultimately take con-
trol of  the game.

Batting first, SRH again 
showed their aggressive 
approach right from the start. 
Abhishek Sharma and Travis 
Head set the pace with a quick 
beginning, continuing to dom-
inate during the Power-play. 
They attacked early, push-

ing SRH forward and putting 
pressure on the PBKS bowl-
ers. Even after losing an early 
wicket, the momentum hardly 
changed.

The real damage happened 
in the middle overs when 
PBKS let the game slip away. 
Ishan Kishan, benefitting from 
numerous lifelines - including 
dropped catches and a missed 
stumping - made the most of  
his opportunities. He scored a 
brisk 55, shifting gears effec-
tively to keep the scoring 
rate high. Heinrich Klaasen 
also benefited from an early 
reprieve. He made Punjab pay 
with a fluent half-century, 
allowing SRH to easily pass 
the 200-run mark.

Their contributions, along 
with some late acceleration, 
lifted Sunrisers Hyderabad to 
a huge total, leaving Punjab 
Kings with a tough chase. The 
fielding mistakes, especially 
the dropped chances of  two 
well-set batters, proved deci-
sive moments that shifted the 
game solidly in SRH’s favour.

In response, Punjab Kings 

struggled to find the sustained 
momentum needed for such a 
challenging chase. Although 
there were brief  moments of  
brilliance, the innings lacked 
the consistency to challenge 
SRH’s large total.

Sunrisers Hyderabad made 
a dream start with the ball, 

ripping through Punjab Kings’ 
top order inside the first six 
overs to seize complete control 
of  the chase.

The damage was swift and 
brutal as both openers, Pri-
yansh Arya (1 off  3) and Prab-
hsimran Singh (3 off  4), were 
sent back within the first seven 

balls - marking their lowest 
combined return in 26 innings 
together. Pat Cummins set the 
tone with clever captaincy, 
deceiving Arya with a short 
ball after pushing mid-on back, 
while Nitish Kumar Reddy 
struck immediately to remove 
Prabhsimran.

Eshan Malinga then piled 
on the pressure by dismissing 
Shreyas Iyer, who mistimed a 
hard-length delivery straight 
to mid-off. At 57/3 in the pow-
erplay, despite the scoring rate, 
PBKS were already on the back 
foot, needing 179 runs off  84 
balls.

Amid the early collapse, 
Marcus Stoinis and Cooper 
Connolly attempted to steady 
the innings with a counter-
attacking 33-run unbeaten 
stand, both contributing 22 
runs each. Stoinis took the 
aggressive route, smashing 
Sakib Hussain for 19 in an over, 
while Connolly found bound-
aries off  Malinga to keep the 
scoreboard ticking.

Their partnership helped 
PBKS recover to an extent, but 
with three key wickets already 
down, the chase remained an 
uphill task, leaving SRH firmly 
in command.

Cooper Connolly stood out 
with a steady knock, reaching 
a well-crafted half-century off  
34 balls. He displayed matu-
rity under pressure, trying to 

anchor the innings and keep 
PBKS in the game despite the 
increasing required rate.

However, the target contin-
ued to rise out of  reach. At one 
point, they needed 106 runs off  
31 balls, making the task seem 
nearly impossible. SRH bowl-
ers maintained control, mixing 
their lengths well and taking 
advantage of  the slowing 
pitch. Regular wickets further 
diminished Punjab’s hopes and 
inhibited any late push.

Connolly’s resistance 
remained one of  the few bright 
spots in a challenging chase 
as he brought up his first T20 
hundred, ending on an unbeat-
en 107 as Sunrisers Hyderabad 
soared to the top of  the table 
with a 33-run victory.

Brief  scores:
Sunrisers Hyderabad 235/4 

in 20 overs (Heinrich Klaasen 
69, Ishan Kishan 55; Yuzven-
dra Chahal 1-32) beat Punjab 
Kings 202/7 in 20 overs (Cooper 
Connolly 107 not out, Marcus 
Stoinis 28; Pat Cummins 2-34, 
Shivang Kumar 2-45) by 33 
runs.

ISL 2025-26: Late own-goal sees Chennaiyin 

FC fall to a 1-0 defeat against Punjab

U20 Men’s Football 

Nationals: West Bengal, 

Manipur enter last eight IANS

CHENNAI: Chennaiyin 
FC suffered a narrow 1-0 
defeat away to Punjab 
FC in the Indian Super 
League (ISL) 2026 in Chen-
nai on Wednesday, undone 
by a late own-goal despite 
showing sustained attack-
ing intent throughout the 
contest.

Earlier, head coach 
Clifford Rayes Miran-
da recalled midfielder 
Mohammed Ali Bemam-
mer to sit alongside skip-
per Alberto Noguera 
in the middle, while PC 
Laldinpuia joined Pritam 
Kotal in defence. Lalrinli-
ana Hnamte accompanied 
Farukh Choudhary, Irfan 
Yadwad, and Daniel Chima 
Chukwu in the attack.

Eleven minutes in, 
Pritam produced an out-
standing goal-line clear-
ance early on to keep the 
scores level. Laldinliana 

Renthlei followed it up with 
a crucial block to deny a 
clear sight of  the goal, as 
the Marina Machans stood 
firm against early pres-
sure. At the other end, 
Chennaiyin carved out a 
promising 3v2 situation, 
but Hnamte’s heavy touch 
let the opportunity slip. 
Chima was also presented 
with a half-chance soon 
after, only for the Punjab 

defence to recover in time.
As the half  wore on, the 

contest settled into a mid-
field battle, with both sides 
struggling to assert con-
trol in a game that lacked 
a cutting edge. After the 
break, the pattern con-
tinued, with Chennaiyin 
remaining compact defen-
sively while searching for 
a breakthrough in attack. 
Noguera came closest to 

creating one, delivering a 
dangerous ball into the box 
that nearly led to an open-
ing, with Chennaiyin also 
seeing appeals for a hand-
ball waved away.

The Marina Machans 
continued to probe in the 
final stages, working the 
ball into promising areas. 
Substitute Klusner Pereira 
floated a cross towards 
Irfan, whose header drift-

ed over, before Noguera 
slipped Chima through on 
goal moments later. How-
ever, the striker’s effort 
from close range was off  
target, summing up a frus-
trating evening in front of  
goal for Chennaiyin.

Mohammad Nawaz was 
then called into action for 
the first time, producing 
a fine save to concede a 
corner. Punjab capitalised 
on the resulting set-piece 
in the 84th minute, with 
the ball deflecting in off  
Hnamte for an unfortu-
nate own goal. The Marina 
Machans continued to 
push in search of  a late 
equaliser, but were unable 
to find a way through, even-
tually seeing out the game 
in defeat.

Chennaiyin will face 
NorthEast United in their 
penultimate match of  the 
season, before conclud-
ing the campaign at home 
against Bengaluru FC.

IANS

NARAINPUR (CHHAT-
TISGARH): West Bengal 
and Manipur secured 
themselves a spot each in 
the Swami Vivekananda 
U20 Men’s National Foot-
ball Championship after 
the former drew with 
Odisha, while the latter 
defeated hosts Chhattis-
garh at the Ramakrishna 
Mission Ashrama in Nara-
inpur, Chhattisgarh, on 
Wednesday.

Odisha drew with West 
Bengal 2-2, with Shankha 
Shekhar Hembram (28') 
and Barial Tudu (73') scor-
ing for them, while Sahil 
Kar (60') and Tanbir Dey 
(65') struck for the latter.

Ground 2 at the RKM 
Ashrama experienced a 
see-saw battle between the 
two eastern neighbours, 
which finally ended in a 
2-2 draw that confirmed 
West Bengal’s progression 
to the quarter-finals from 
Group E.

Odisha needed a win to 
go through and began with 
intent, taking the lead in 
the 28th minute through 
Shankha Shekhar Hem-
bram. West Bengal roared 
back in the second half, 
Sahil Kar and Tanbir 
Dey scoring one each 
around the hour mark. 
While Barial Tudu pulled 
one back in the 73rd for 
Odisha, the draw was all 

but secured Bengal’s pas-
sage to the knock-out stage.

West Bengal finished 
atop the three-team group 
with four points from two 
matches, followed by Kar-
nataka with three, while 
Odisha could only muster 
a single point.

Over in Group B, Mani-
pur secured their quarter-
final progression with a 5-1 
rout of  hosts Chhattisgarh 
on Ground 1 at the RKM 
Ashrama on Wednesday.

Salam Swamichandra 
Meitei netted a hat-trick, 
while Thounaojam Rob-
ertson Singh scored two 
for the north-eastern side, 
and Indrajit Roy convert-
ed a second-half  penalty 
to score the only goal for 
Chhattisgarh.

Manipur finished Group 
B with a perfect record – 
three wins in as many 
matches. Chhattisgarh and 
Nagaland finish with four 
points apiece, while Dadra 

& Nagar Haveli and Daman 
& Diu lost all their games.

In the other match of  the 
day, Nagaland defeated a 
10-man Dadra & Nagar 
Haveli and Daman & Diu 
8-1 on Ground 1 at the RKM 
Ashrama, though both 
teams’ chances of  progres-
sion to the knockouts were 
already over.

Results:
Odisha 2 (Shankha 

Shekhar Hembram 28', 
Barial Tudu 73') drew with 
West Bengal 2 (Sahil Kar 
60', Tanbir Dey 65')

Chhattisgarh 1 (Indrajit 
Roy 51' p) lost to Manipur 
5 (Thounaojam Rebertson 
Singh 21', 45+3', Salam 
Swamichandra Meitei 23', 
82', 86')

DNH & DD 1 (Pushpitra 
Thakur 90+2') lost to Naga-
land 8 (Piyush Govinda 
Kokate 36' og, Vinato Achumi 
37', Nokwang Konyak 41', 
45+1', Lunmingou Singsit 51', 
Viselle Vasa 62', 64')

ATP Tour: Djokovic fine-tunes game in 
Piazza del Popolo ahead of Rome return

IANS

ROME: Former World 
No.1 and the most success-
ful player in the Grand 
Slam tournaments, Novak 
Djokovic, will return to 
the ATP Tour this week 
at the Internazionali BNL 
d’Italia and will spend time 
on Tuesday practising on 
a temporary court at the 
famous Piazza del Popolo 
in Rome.

T h e  3 8 - y e a r - o l d 
Djokovic looked in a 
relaxed mood in the Ital-
ian capital, where he 
practised before signing 
autographs for the hun-
dreds of  fans watching 
from the square, accord-
ing to a report by the 
ATP Tour's website.

Djokovic is set to com-
pete for the first time since 
he lost to Jack Draper in 
the fourth round in Indian 
Wells on 12 March. The 
Serbian has not played a 
tour-level match on clay 
since his Roland Garros 
semi-final defeat to Jannik 
Sinner last June.

The former No. 1 player 

in the ATP Rankings holds 
a 68-12 record in Rome, 
according to the Infosys 
ATP Win/Loss Index, a 
tally that includes title 
runs at the ATP Masters 
1000 event in 2008, 2011, 
2014, 2015, 2020 and 2022.

Djokovic, who is com-
peting in Rome for the first 
time since his third-round 
exit to Alejandro Tabilo 
in 2024, will face Hungar-
ian Marton Fucsovics or 
Croatian qualifier Dino 
Prizmic at the Foro Italico 
in his opening match. The 
101-time tour-level titlist is 
also seeded to face Italian 
and eighth seed Lorenzo 
Musetti in the quarter-
finals.

Musetti eyes the Rome 
crown

Italian tennis has hit 
new heights in recent 
years. Jannik Sinner has 
climbed to No. 1 in the ATP 
Rankings and captured 28 
tour-level titles. The Italian 
men have won three con-
secutive Davis Cup titles, 
while the women have won 
the past two Billie Jean 
King Cup editions.

World No. 10 Lorenzo 
Musetti played his part in 
Davis Cup successes and 
has become a major force 
at the top of  the game. 
The 24-year-old, who has 
reached a career high 
of  No. 5, has advanced 
to multiple major semi-
finals and reached the 
final at the ATP Masters 
1000 event in Monte-Carlo 
last year.

This week, Musetti will 
lead the Italian charge 
alongside Sinner at the 
Internazionali BNL d’Italia 
in Rome and is excited 
about the current status 
of  tennis in Italy.

“I feel tennis right now 
is probably one of  the 
most viral and most pop-
ular sports in the world, 
and especially in Europe 
and Italy right now,” 
Musetti told ATP Media 
in his pre-tournament 
interview. “I think we are 
thanking Jannik, who is 
No. 1 in the world and has 
achieved so many titles. 
Jasmine Paolini on the 
women’s side, and others 
and I.


