
        CMYK                CMYK        

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

The tragic passing of young Mohammad Hanzala from Pulwama 
is heartbreaking. My thoughts are with grieving family during 
this time of immense pain. May his soul find everlasting peace, 
and may his loved ones be granted the strength & comfort they 
need to endure this profound loss.

MeT Forecasts Rain, 
Hailstorm Across 
J&K Till May 5

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: The Meteo-
rological Department on 
Friday said Jammu and 
Kashmir is likely to wit-
ness a spell of  rain and 
thundershowers between 
May 3 and 4, accompanied 
by gusty winds and pos-
sible hailstorms at a few 
places.

According to the eve-
ning weather bulletin 
accessed, May 1 was gen-
erally dry, with a brief  
spell of  light rain at iso-
lated places towards the 
afternoon. On May 2, light 
rain or thundershowers 
may occur at scattered 
places with gusty winds.

“Generally cloudy con-
ditions with one or two 
spells of  light to moderate 
rain/thundershowers are 
expected at most places on 
May 3 and 4, with thun-
der, hailstorm and gusty 
winds (40–50 kmph) at a 
few locations,” the MeT 
department said.

Light rain or thunder-
showers are likely at scat-
tered places again on May 
5, while largely dry weath-
er is expected from May 6 
to 9, though brief  isolated 
showers in the afternoon 
cannot be ruled out. Simi-
lar brief  spells are fore-
cast at isolated P-06

“GUJARAT'S SOIL IS RENOWNED FOR NURTURING ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT, ZEAL, 
simplicity, and innate warmth, while Maharashtra commands global respect for its enterprise, valor, and spiritual genius. 
I view both states as engines propelling India's development trajectory forward,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

      West Asia Crisis

Govt Keeps Fuel 
Prices Stable, Ramps 
Up LPG Supply

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: Amid the 
evolving geopolitical situa-
tion in West Asia, the Gov-
ernment of  India on Friday 
said it has ensured stability 
in key sectors including fuel 
supply, maritime operations 
and citizen safety, while step-
ping up coordinated response 
measures across ministries.

The government main-
tained that retail prices of  
petrol, diesel and domes-
tic LPG cylinders remain 
unchanged despite global 
volatility. However, oil mar-
keting companies (OMCs) 
have undertaken calibrated 
price revisions for select 
commercial and industrial 
products in line with inter-
national trends.

According to the Ministry 
of  Petroleum and Natural 
Gas, there is no shortage of  
fuel in the country, with all 
retail outlets functioning 
normally. Citizens have been 
advised against panic buying 
and urged to rely only on offi-

cial information.
In a significant supply 

update, around 49.8 lakh 
domestic LPG cylinders were 
delivered against bookings of  
41.6 lakh, reflecting the gov-
ernment’s push to ensure 
uninterrupted household 
supply. Authorities said no 
“dry-outs” have been report-
ed at LPG distributorships, 
while online bookings surged 
to 98 percent.

To manage demand, the 
government has prioritised 
LPG supply for households 
and critical sectors such as 
hospitals, agriculture and 
pharmaceuticals. Additional 
measures include increased 
refinery output, extended 
booking intervals and pro-
motion of  alternative fuels 
like PNG, kerosene and elec-
tric cooking solutions.

trict enforcement actions 
are also underway to curb 
hoarding and black mar-
keting. Over 2,300 raids 
were conducted nationwide 
recently, with penalties 
imposed on P-06

PM Modi Fulfilled Sardar Patel’s Dream 
Of Unified India By Abrogating Art-370: LG 
Says India Rediscovered Confidence, Dignity, Progress Under PM Modi

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU:  Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Friday said 
that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, by abrogating Article-370 
on August 5, 2019, fulfilled the 
"unfinished dream of  Sardar 
Patel" and strengthened the 
foundation of  'Ek Bharat, 
Shreshth Bharat'.

"By abrogating Article 370 
on August 5, 2019, he (PM Modi)  
fulfilled the unfinished dream 
of  Sardar Patel, strengthening 
the foundation of  Ek Bharat, 
Shreshth Bharat," Lieutenant 
Governor said while speaking 
at the Foundation Day of  Guja-
rat and Maharashtra at J&K 
Lok Bhavan, Jammu

Lieutenant Governor said 
that under the leadership of  
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, India has discovered a 
renewed spirit of  confidence, 
dignity, and progress. 

"Under the leadership of  
Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi, India has dis-
covered a renewed spirit of  con-
fidence, dignity, and progress," 
LG Sinha said.  He said over the 
past 12 years, his guidance has 
inspired citizens to transform 

resolve into action, reshaping 
the nation’s landscape with 
development and determina-
tion and his tenure has marked 
a historic milestone, making 
him India’s longest-serving 
elected Head of  Government.

“Today, Indian diaspora 
across the world is radiating 
with pride, as Hon'ble Prime 
Minister has restored the 
nation’s timeless prestige. A 
new sense of  self-respect stirs 

within every citizen, uniting all 
sections of  society in the shared 
vision of  a developed India by 
2047. By abrogating Article 
370 on August 5, 2019, he also 
fulfilled the unfinished dream 
of  Sardar Patel, strengthening 
the foundation of  Ek Bharat, 
Shreshth Bharat,” he said.

Addressing a gathering, the 
Lieutenant Governor said that 
Gujarat and Maharashtra are 
growth engines of  the nation 

and besides massive contri-
bution to country's GDP and 
exports, their social, cultural, 
and spiritual legacies stand 
unparalleled.

“Gujarat's soil is renowned 
for nurturing entrepreneur-
ial spirit, zeal, simplicity, and 
innate warmth, while Maha-
rashtra commands global 
respect for its enterprise, valor, 
and spiritual genius. I view 
both states as engines propel-
ling India's development trajec-
tory forward,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
observed that Gujarat's his-
tory brims with countless sons 
of  Bharat Mata, who elevated 
the nation's honor. Revered 
Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, and Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
transformed India's destiny 
through unyielding resolve, 
selfless dedication, and pro-
found self-belief. He said 
Mahatma Gandhi gifted the 
nation the philosophy of  truth, 
non-violence, selfless service, 
sacrifice, love, and tolerance, 
turning the freedom struggle 
into a mass movement. Lieu-
tenant Governor P-06

Govt To Focus On Employee Welfare, 
Infrastructure Upgradation: CM
Inaugurates 368 Residential Units For 
Government Employees In Pampore

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PAMPORE: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Friday 
inaugurated 368 newly con-
structed residential quarters 
for government employees at 
Sempora in Pampore, devel-
oped across 23 blocks at an 
estimated cost of  ₹90.65 crore.

Constructed by the 
Estates Department, the 
project marks the completion 
of  a major residential infra-
structure initiative aimed at 
strengthening government 
housing facilities in the 
Kashmir Valley. It forms part 
of  the government’s push to 

enhance employee welfare 
by providing modern, well-
equipped residential spaces.

Advisor to the Chief  Min-
ister Nasir Aslam Wani, 
MLA Pampore Justice (Retd.) 
Hasnain Masoodi, Additional 
Chief  Secretary Estates Sha-
leen Kabra, Deputy Commis-
sioner Pulwama Dr Basharat 
Qayoom, Director Estates 
Ashwini Khajuria, along 
with senior officers, engi-
neers and other concerned 
officials, were present on the 
occasion.

The Chief  Minister inau-
gurated the Estates Quarters 
and inspected P-06

India, China Offer Contrasting Styles In 
Dealing With Neighbours Amid Oil Crisis

IANS

NEW DELHI: The energy crisis 
triggered by the closure of  the 
Strait of  Hormuz amid the Middle 
East conflict has also brought out 
the contrasting styles in which 
India and China deal with their 
neighbours in an hour of  need.

When China offers energy, 
as it did with Taiwan, the offer 
arrives bundled with a political 
price tag attached to it. When 
India supplies fuel to Nepal or 
Sri Lanka, it does so through 
existing intergovernmental 
frameworks, with no conditions 
on sovereignty or political align-
ment, according to an article in 
Daily Mirror Online.

The article highlights that 
China's response to the crisis was 
swift and self-serving.

China ordered a suspension 
of  new fuel export contracts 
and attempted to cancel existing 
shipments as global fuel markets 

tightened due to the Middle East-
ern war. As a result countries 
such as Australia, Bangladesh 
and the Philippines that had 
come to depend on fuel imports 
from China were left in the lurch.

With large crude stockpiles 
and an extensive renewable 
energy sector, China is better 
positioned to weather the energy 
crisis than its Asian neighbours. 

But Beijing calculated that allow-
ing scarcity to spread across the 
region served its interests better 
than relieving it, the article said.

It points out that China took 
advantage of  the situation to 
arm-twist its neighbours and 
tried to drive hard political bar-
gains. It offered to supply oil 
to Taiwan if  the island nation 
agreed to peaceful P-06

India-UAE CEPA Driving 
Strong Trade Growth: Goyal

IANS

NEW DELHI: The India-
UAE Comprehensive 
Economic Partner-
ship Agreement 
(CEPA) is driv-
ing robust trade 
growth and creat-
ing new opportuni-
ties for Indian busi-
nesses, Union Minister 
Piyush Goyal said on Friday.

Four years after the imple-
mentation of  CEPA, the eco-
nomic relationship between 
India and the United Arab 
Emirates has witnessed sig-
nificant growth across mul-
tiple sectors.

Highlighting the progress 
in a post on social media plat-
form X, Goyal said the agree-
ment has created transfor-
mational opportunities for 
Indian farmers, MSMEs, and 
businesses.

“Four years ago, when 
the India-UAE Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership 
Agreement (CEPA) came into 

force, it created transfor-
mational opportunities for 

Indian farmers, MSMEs, 
and other businesses,” 

he said.
He noted that 

bilateral merchan-
dise trade between 
the two nations has 

crossed the $100 bil-
lion mark, reflecting 

strong momentum 
since the agreement came 
into effect.

Services trade has also 
shown steady growth, help-
ing Indian companies access 
new markets while enhanc-
ing value creation.

“Bilateral merchandise 
trade has grown strongly, 
crossing $100 billion, with 
services trade also rising 
steadily and opening new 
markets while creating 
greater value,” Goyal said.

He added that expansion 
across key sectors such as 
gems and jewellery, engi-
neering goods, electronics, 
and agriculture is P-06

Rapid Transformation In Ladakh Since 

2019, UT Remains PM's Focus: HM Shah
AGENCIES

LEH: Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Friday said 
Ladakh was a model of  rapid 
transformation since the 2019 
bifurcation of  the erstwhile 
state of  Jammu and Kashmir, 
and listed sweeping political, 
social and economic chang-
es in the Union territory. 
J&KTourism Guide

The region has remained 
at the centre of  Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi-led 
government's development 
agenda, he said.

Shah said Ladakh had long 
demanded Union territory 
status due to lack of  develop-
ment and asserted that the 
decision had brought visible 
change across sectors.

His remarks came amid 
renewed calls by the Leh 
Apex Body and the Kargil 

Democratic Alliance (KDA) 
for resumption of  talks with 
the Centre on statehood and 
inclusion under the Sixth 
Schedule. 

“Ladakh had an old 
demand to be made a Union 

territory. The basic reason 
for this demand was that 
development was not taking 
place here. Now I want to tell 
you what has been done after 
it was made a Union Terri-
tory in 2019,” Shah said.

He said that Ladakh has 
now seven districts and 193 
panchayats, with five new 
districts — Sham, Nubra, 
Changthang, Zanskar and 
Drass — created and notifi-
cations already issued.

Shah said that local lan-
guages had also been given 
administrative recognition. 
"Earlier only Hindi and Eng-
lish were in use, but now 
Bhoti, Purgi and Urdu have 
also been accorded impor-
tance".

Highlighting infra-
structure growth, he said 
road length in Ladakh has 
increased from about 1,799 
km before 2019 to 4,040 km 
now. "The road constructions 
has almost doubled."

The Centre bifurcated 
the erstwhile state of  J-K 
into two Union territories – 
Jammu and P-06

PDP Failed To Support 
Us In Rs Polls: Dr Farooq 

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: National Conference 
president Farooq Abdullah on 
Friday said he has never trusted 
exit polls and expressed hope that 
they would once again prove inac-
curate. GeographicReference

“I have never trusted exit polls. 
Exit polls have proved wrong in the 
past and I hope they prove wrong 
this time,” Abdullah told reporters.

On the FIR filed against Iltija 
Mufti, Abdullah said he was not 
aware of  the reasons behind it. “I 
don’t know why it was filed. Iltija 
Mufti must know,” he said.

Referring to the increase in Hajj 
expenses, Abdullah said the cost 
has risen by around P-06

Qatar Airways Flies 7,750 
Indians To India In 25 
Flights: Indian Embassy

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: The Indian 
Embassy in Doha informed 
that Qatar Airways operated 
25 flights to India between 
the 20th and 22nd of  this 
month, carrying around 
7,750 Indian nationals. As 
advised by Qatar Airways 
earlier, flight ticket book-
ings can be made through 
the Qatar Airways website, 
App or through travel agents. 
The advisory issued by the 
Embassy urged the Indian 
community to closely follow 
and abide by the guidelines 
and advisories issued by 
the authorities in Qatar. It 
said that the local authori-
ties have emphasised that 

adhering to the instructions 
of  competent authorities and 
the security and safety teams 
in workplaces enhances safe 
behaviour inside buildings.

In view of  the decision to 
gradually resume physical 
classes in educational insti-
tutions, the Indian Embassy 
requested to adhere to guide-
lines on emergency response 
procedures, including shel-
ter-in-place measures within 
educational facilities. The 
Embassy also informed that 
the Ambassador met with a 
group of  parents represent-
ing Indian students who are 
scheduled to appear for the 
JEE and NEET examina-
tions. It said that it is in close 
coordination P-06
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Transport Fare Hike Triggers 

Political Face-Off in J&K
SHAMEEM BEIGH

SRINAGAR: A fresh 
political controversy has 
erupted in Jammu and 
Kashmir after the recent 
hike in transport fares, 
with Leader of  Opposition 
Sunil Sharma launching 
a strong criticism of  the 
government led by Chief  
Minister Omar Abdullah.

Calling the move “anti-
poor” and a setback for the 
middle class, Sharma said 
the decision has added to 
the daily struggles of  ordi-
nary people. He pointed out 
that students, daily wage 
earners, traders, farmers, 
and salaried employees—

those who depend most on 
public transport—are the 
worst affected.

According to Sharma, 
the fare hike comes at 
a time when people are 

already dealing with 
rising prices, making 
everyday life more dif-
ficult. He accused the 
ruling Jammu and Kash-
mir National Conference 
of  going back on its prom-
ises of  providing relief  
and prioritizing public 
welfare.

“The government had 
assured people of  better 
governance and support 
before elections, but deci-
sions like these tell a differ-
ent story,” he said, adding 
that the administration 
appears out of  touch with 
ground realities.

Sharma also claimed 
that public dissatisfaction 

is growing, with many 
feeling disappointed by 
what they see as unful-
filled commitments. He 
urged the government to 
reconsider the decision 
and roll back the fare hike 
immediately.

Reaffirming his party’s 
stance, he said the Bharati-
ya Janata Party will con-
tinue to speak out against 
policies that place addition-
al burden on the public.

The issue has quickly 
turned into a political 
flashpoint, with the fare 
hike now at the center of  
a broader debate on gover-
nance and accountability 
in the Union Territory.

Crime Branch files 
chargesheet in job fraud 
case in Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Special 
Crime Wing of  the Crime 
Branch, Jammu and Kash-
mir, has filed a chargesheet 
in a multi-lakh job fraud 
case before a court here, 
officials said on Friday.

The chargesheet was 
presented before the court 
of  Chief  Judicial Magis-
trate Srinagar in connec-
tion with FIR No. 09/2019 
registered under various 

sections related to cheat-
ing, impersonation, forgery 
and criminal conspiracy.

Three accused — Fayaz 
Ahmad Khan of  Maloora 
Shalteng in Srinagar, 
Showkat Ahmad Shah of  
Shanzipora Handwara, 
and Owais Ahmad Rather 
of  Shalteng Khwaja Bagh 
— have been named in the 
case, officials said.

The case was registered 
following a complaint by 
residents of  Pulwama, who 

alleged that the accused 
had collected lakhs of  
rupees on the promise of  
securing government jobs 
for their relatives.

During the investiga-
tion, it was found that 
the accused had allegedly 
posed as influential offi-
cials and issued forged 
appointment orders in the 
Forest Department, which 
were later found to be fake, 
officials said.

They said the accused 

had taken money in cash 
from victims on the pretext 
of  arranging “backdoor 
entry” into government 
service.

The chargesheet has 
been filed before the com-
petent court for judicial 
determination, they added.

Police have advised the 
public to remain vigilant 
against such frauds and 
report any incidents to the 
Special Crime Wing, Crime 
Branch Kashmir.

Aakash signs MoUs with Army
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Aakash Edu-
cational Services Limited 
(AESL) has signed Memo-
randums of  Understand-
ing (MoUs) with the Indian 
Army and central paramil-
itary forces, including BSF, 
CRPF, and ITBP, to provide 
structured scholarships, 
academic mentoring, 
and nationwide coaching 
access to serving person-
nel, veterans, and their 
families, officials said.

The collaborations aim 
to remove financial barri-
ers and enhance academic 
preparation for students 
aspiring to appear in com-
petitive entrance exami-
nations for engineering 
and medical courses, they 
added.

Under the MoUs, bene-
fits extend to wards of  mar-
tyrs, gallantry awardees, 
disabled personnel, and 
serving or retired person-
nel across forces.

For Indian Army fami-
lies, a 100 per cent waiver 
on all fee components 
except registration fee 
has been announced for 

wards of  personnel who 
died while in harness. 
Similarly, 100 per cent 
tuition fee waiver is pro-
vided for wards of  gal-
lantry awardees and those 
with over 20 per cent dis-
ability, while serving and 
retired personnel’s wards 
will get 20 per cent tuition 
fee waiver.

In BSF, 100 per cent 
waiver on tuition and aca-
demic charges (registra-
tion fee payable) is offered 
for wards of  personnel who 
lost their lives in service. 
Wards of  gallantry award-
ees or those with over 20 
per cent disability will 
receive 90 per cent tuition 
fee waiver, officials said.

CRPF personnel’s wards 
will get 100 per cent waiver 
on tuition and academic 
charges (registration fee 
payable) if  the personnel 
died on duty. Those with 
major disability are eligi-
ble for 100 per cent tuition 
fee waiver, while in-service 
and retired personnel along 
with gallantry awardees 
will get 22 per cent tuition 
fee waiver, which is over 
and above existing schol-
arship schemes.

For ITBP, 100 per cent 
waiver on all course fees 
(registration and admis-
sion fees payable) is extend-
ed to wards of  martyrs, 
death-in-harness cases, 
boarded-out cases, disabled 

wards, and orphans. Gal-
lantry award recipients 
or those with over 20 per 
cent disability will get 90 
per cent tuition fee waiver, 
while serving and retired 
personnel’s wards will 
receive 20 per cent schol-
arship.

Addressing a function 
here, AESL Managing 
Director and CEO Chandra 
Sekhar Garisa Reddy said, 
"Anyone who has commit-
ted themselves to serving 
their country should have 
every available opportuni-
ty for their family to grow 
and succeed. Through 
these partnerships, we 
hope to expand access to 
quality academic resourc-
es and support our defence 
families in achieving edu-
cational success."

Additional support 
includes academic men-
toring, career counselling, 
national-level scholar-
ship exams like ANTHE, 
and access to AESL and 
defence school facilities. 
The multi-year programs 
are structured for three to 
five years to ensure sus-
tained impact. (PR) 

Pattan mourns its ‘mother of 
empowerment’, Asha Boba

LATEEF BHAT

PATTAN: Asha Begum, 
widely known in Pattan 
town of  north Kashmir's 
Baramulla district as Asha 
Boba, spiritual figure, and 
pioneer of  the Pashmina 
handicraft industry, passed 
away on Thursday.

Family members con-
firmed that she breathed 
her last on Thursday at 
her residence in Pattan. 
The news of  her death 
has plunged the town into 
grief, with hundreds of  res-
idents, including religious 
leaders, social activists, 
and artisans, gathering to 
visit the bereaved family.

Born into an educated 
family and married into 
a well-off  household in 
Pattan, Asha Boba was 
known for her deep religi-
osity, bravery, and wisdom. 
However, it was her trans-
formative work in eco-
nomic empowerment that 
set her apart. She is cred-
ited with introducing and 
popularizing Pashmina 

spinning in Pattan, a craft 
she single-handedly taught 
to thousands of  women, 
enabling them to achieve 
financial independence.

“She did not just teach us 
a craft; she gave us dignity 
and a livelihood. Before her, 
we had no means to earn. 

Today, hundreds of  families 
survive on Pashmina spin-
ning because of  her,” said 
Fatima, a local artisan who 
trained under Begum.

Beyond her economic 
contributions, Asha Boba 
was revered for her reli-
gious and social service. She 
led a life inspired by Hazrat 
Fatima (RA) and trained 
women in good conduct and 
Islamic values. For decades, 
she performed the ritual 
washing (ghusl) of  deceased 
women, she considered a 
sacred honor and trained 
many others in the practice.

She was also an active 
servant of  the Jamia 
Masjid of  Pattan and 
remained at the forefront 
of  numerous social welfare 
activities. Residents recall 
her melodious voice recit-
ing the poetry of  Habba 
Khatoon and speaking with 
a divine inspiration drawn 
from Kashmir’s Sufi poets.

Funeral prayers for 
Asha Boba were held in 
Pattan followed by burial 
at the local graveyard.

UFM Sub 
Committee meeting 
on May 4: JKBOSE

GMK NREWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Unfair Means 
(UFM) Sub Committee of J&K 
BOSE is holding meeting on 4th 
May, 2026 to examine the nature 
of irregularities resorted to by 
certain candidates of Second-
ary School Examination (Class 
10) and Higher Secondary Part- I 
Examination (Class 11th) Annual/ 
Regular, 2026 of Summer zone 
areas of Jammu Division to dis-
pose of the cases in accordance 
with the relevant regulations.

The meeting to be chaired 
by the Joint Secretary Secre-
cy/UFM, JD, the committee 
shall take up UFM cases of 
Class 11th and deferred UFM 
cases of class 10th on 4th May, 
2026 at 10:30 am at JKBOSE 
office Rehari Colony, Jammu 
as per Schedule notified vide 
Notification No. F(UFM-B)
JD/2026 dated 30-04-2026

The concerned candidates 
have been informed to attend 
the proceedings and plead 
their cases with the commit-
tee through evidence. For any 
query candidates may contact 
their respective JKBoSESub/
Branch Office or UFM Section 
at Rehari Colony, Jammu. 

JKAACL pays musical tribute 

to Sarvanand Koul Premi

Dir Sericulture calls for youth participation 
in sericulture for sustainable livelihood

GMC Srinagar bids farewell 
to Retiring Employees

DC Kulgam presides over training 
programme for Krishi Udyamis

International Labour Day

JK Hotliers club Calls for Dignity, 

Justice, and Welfare of Workers

ACB nabs Head Constable in 

trap case for taking bribe

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Academy of  Art, 
Culture and Languages 
(JKAACL) organized a 
l i terary-cum-musical 
programme Friday here 
at KL Saigal Hall to com-
memorate the thirty-sixth 
death anniversary of  noted 
scholar and poet Sarvana-
nd Koul Premi.

Relief  and Rehabilitation 
Commissioner (Migrants) 
J&K Dr. Arvind Karwani 
was the Chief  Guest, while 
eminent historian Dr. Ratan 
Lal Hangloo presided over 
the function.

The distinguished gath-
ering also included Padma 

Shri awardee B. L. Bhat 
and Rajinder Premi, who 
shared the dais.

In his address, Dr. Kar-
wani lauded the sustained 
efforts of  Rajinder Premi 
in preserving and promot-
ing the rich literary and 
cultural legacy of  Sarva-
nand Koul Premi. He high-
lighted Premi’s invaluable 
contribution to Kashmiri 
literature and his role in 
fostering cultural har-
mony, describing him as a 
beacon of  intellectual and 
artistic excellence.

Presiding over the func-
tion, Dr. Hangloo under-
scored the enduring rel-
evance of  Sarvanand Koul 
Premi’s works, stating 

that his writings continue 
to inspire generations and 
reflect the composite cul-
tural ethos of  Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Scholarly papers on 
the life and legacy of  
the late litterateur were 
presented by Dr. Sohan 
Lal Koul and Er. Vinod 
Kumar. They offered 
deep insights into his lit-
erary contributions and 
philosophical outlook.

On the occasion, Piare 
Hatash, Prof. Rattan Talas-
hi and Bal Mukand Sanyasi 
were honoured for their 
significant literary and 
social contributions.

A musical tribute added 
a vibrant dimension to the 
programme, with compo-
sitions by Kuldeep Sapru 
and soulful renditions by 
artists including Harshita 
Pandita, Shivani Joshi, 
Gandharv Kaloo, Shriya 
Gurtoo, Simran Gurtoo 
and Akash Kaul. The 
accompanying musicians 
included Ashish Gill on 
tabla, Rakesh Jasotra on 
flute, Rajeev on dholak, 
Chandan Kumar on key-
board and Sahil Jasotra 
on octapad.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Director Seri-
culture, Ajaz Ahmad Bhat, 
Friday facilitated the dis-
tribution of  silkworm seed 
to various districts of  the 
Kashmir Valley, marking 
the commencement of  the 
silkworm rearing season.

 The event was orga-
nized by the Sericulture 
Development Department, 
J&K at the Main Grainage, 
Srinagar.

On the occasion, Bhat 
underscored the impor-
tance of  ensuring the 
timely distribution of  
silkworm seed to each and 
every silkworm rearer. He 
exhorted all field function-
aries to extend necessary 
technical guidance and 

advisory support to rear-
ers so that they do not face 
any difficulties during the 
rearing.

The Director further 
stated that the depart-
ment has embarked upon 
a mission to achieve self-
sufficiency in silkworm 
seed production adding 
that significant progress 
has already been made 
in this direction though 
much remains to be 
accomplished. He empha-
sized that the Department 
of  Sericulture is working 
relentlessly not only to 
achieve indigenous pro-
duction of  silkworm seed 
at the local level but also 
to explore avenues for its 
export to other States and 
Union Territories across 

the country.
Highlighting the socio-

economic potential of  the 
sector, the Director  called 
upon the local youth to 
actively participate in 
sericulture activities to 
secure an honourable live-
lihood and support their 
families. He also stressed 
the need to attract more 
people towards the seri-
culture sector noting that 
it contributes to the pres-
ervation of  nature, ecology 
and the environment while 
simultaneously helping 
steer youth away from the 
menace of  drug abuse.

The Director was accom-
panied by senior officers of  
the department, field func-
tionaries and silkworm 
rearers. 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Government 
Medical College (GMC) 
Srinagar Friday accorded 
a warm farewell to four of  
its  employees on the occa-
sion of  their superannua-
tion.

On this occasion, Prof. 
(Dr.) Iffat Hassan Shah, 
Principal, Government 
Medical College Srinagar, 
felicitated the retiring offi-
cials viz.Farahat Qadir, 
Estate Officer; Nazir 
Ahmad Bhat, Senior Pho-
tographer; Syed Showkat 
Hussain, Lab Attendant 
and Mohammad Yousuf  
Thoker, Senior Lab Tech-
nician and conveyed her 
best wishes for their future 
endeavors. She acknowl-
edged their long-standing 
and dedicated service, 
highlighting their sig-
nificant contributions to 
institutional development, 
administrative efficiency, 
and the maintenance of  
professional standards. 
She further remarked that 
their commitment, integ-

rity, and exemplary work 
ethic have set a benchmark 
for others to follow.

Mohammad Ashraf  
Hakak, Administrator, 
Associated Hospitals, GMC 
Srinagar, also appreciated 
the invaluable services 
rendered by the retirees. 
He emphasized their role 
in strengthening institu-
tional systems and sup-
porting the delivery of  
quality healthcare ser-
vices.

The function was attend-
ed by Prof. (Dr.) Saleem 
Itoo, Deputy Academic 
Registrar; Tahleela Asmat, 
Chief  Accounts Officer; Dr. 
Nadia Khanday, Accounts 
Officer, Associated Hospi-
tals; Bashir Ahmad Bhat, 
Personnel Officer; Shabir 
Ahmad, Assistant Director 
Planning, and other offi-
cers and officials of  GMC 
Srinagar.

The event concluded 
with the presentation of  
mementos as a token of  
appreciation and gratitude 
for the dedicated services 
of  the retiring employees.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Deputy Commis-
sioner Kulgam, Shahzad Alam 
presided over a day-long training 
programme for Krishi Udyamis 
of  District Kulgam.

The programme was orga-
nized with the objective of  
enhancing entrepreneurial 
skills, promoting modern agri-
cultural practices, and strength-
ening value addition in the farm 
sector.

Experts from the Agriculture 
and allied departments, bank-
ing sector, CSC Coordinator, and 
KVK Kulgam delivered compre-
hensive sessions on key topics 
including introduction of  Kisan 
Khidmat Ghars (KKGs), report-
ing, monitoring, accountability, 

farmer mobilization, CSC opera-
tions, service delivery, and vari-
ous government schemes sup-
porting agri-startups.

Addressing the gathering, 
the DC emphasized innovation, 
transparency in daily report-
ing, and collective efforts to 
make agriculture a profitable 
enterprise. He urged Krishi 
Udyamis to work independently 
while ensuring accountability 
in KKG operations so that the 
benefits of  schemes reach the 
last farmer.

In his address, District Agri-
culture Officer Kulgam, Moham-
mad Amin Sheikh, highlighted 
the pivotal role of  Krishi Udya-
mis in operationalizing Kisan 
Khidmat Ghars (KKGs) as self-
sustaining farmer service hubs.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB) has arrested a Head 
Constable posted in Srinagar dis-
trict after he was allegedly caught 
red-handed accepting a bribe of  
?15,000 from a complainant

An official said that the ACB 
received a written complaint alleg-
ing that Head Constable Parvaiz 
Ahmad Rather (EXK No. 992204), 
posted at District Srinagar, had 
demanded `15,000 to remove the 
complainant’s name from the list 
of  accused in case FIR No. 09/2026 
of  Police Station Soura, Srinagar.

During discreet verification by a 
designated officer of  ACB Srinagar, 
the accused public servant initially 

demanded `50,000, which was later 
settled at `15,000, the official added.

On the basis of  the complaint 
and verification findings, an offense 
under Section 7 of  the Prevention 
of  Corruption Act, 1988 was found 
prima facie established against 
the accused. Accordingly, FIR No. 
08/2026 was registered at Police Sta-
tion ACB Srinagar on May 1, 2026, 
and investigation was taken up.

A trap team was subsequently 
constituted. The Head Constable was 
caught red-handed while demanding 
and accepting the bribe — `5,000 in 
cash and `10,000 through a cheque — 
near District Police Lines Srinagar. 
The amount was recovered on the spot, 
the official said. Further investigation 
into the matter is underway he added.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR; On the occasion 
of International Labour Day, 
Mushtaq chaya chairman 
JandK Hotliers club JKHC 
extended his heartfelt greet-
ings to the hardworking labour 
community and acknowl-
edged their invaluable contri-
bution to society.

Chaya said that Labour Day 
serves as a powerful reminder 
of the dignity of labour and the 
relentless efforts of workers 

who form the backbone of our 
economy. Chaya  emphasized 
that every worker whether 
engaged in construction, 
agriculture, industry, or the 
service sector plays a vital role 
in nation-building.

Chaya  stressed the urgent 
need to protect workers’ 
rights by ensuring fair wages, 
safe working conditions, and 
access to social security. 
“Respect, dignity, and justice 
for every worker must remain 
our collective priority,”

Chays  further urged soci-
ety to recognize and appreci-
ate the dedication and resil-
ience of labourers, especially 
those working under chal-
lenging conditions to support 
their families and contribute to 
overall development.

On this significant day, he 
called upon all stakeholders 
to renew their commitment to 
the welfare and empowerment 
of workers, ensuring inclusive 
growth and equal opportuni-
ties for all.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
This is for the information to the general public that I ISHA 
WANI intends to correct the name in my CBSE Senior School 
Examination certificate bearing roll no 2729595 and serial 
no. SSCE/2013/0225830 from ISHA D/o Tariq Ahmad Wani   
to ISHA WANI D/o Tariq Ahmad Wani as per my aadhar card 
bearing no. 667354970021. In this regard if anybody have 
any kind of objection he/she may file the same with CBSE 
(Delhi Public School Athwajan Srinagar) within a period of 7 
days from the date of publicaiton of this notice. No objection 
will be entertained afterward 

.......'No Order to Drop Urdu'

Omar Accuses PDP of 
Diverting Attention 
From Rajya Sabha Role

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: National 
Conference vice president 
Omar Abdullah on Friday 
firmly rejected allega-
tions that Urdu was being 
removed from official use, 
terming the charge by the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
as “propaganda” and “mis-
leading.”

Addressing reporters, 
Abdullah said there was 
no government order to 
drop Urdu, asserting that 
claims to the contrary were 
unfounded. He clarified 
that the administration 
had only invited public 
comments on a proposal, 
and no decision had been 
taken.

“We asked them to pro-
duce any order where Urdu 

has been dropped. There 
is none. We had merely 
sought public feedback on 
a proposal,” he said, adding 
that even if  such a proposal 
had emerged, it had neither 
been approved nor would it 
be allowed to proceed.

Sharpening his attack, 
Abdullah accused the PDP 
of  raising “immaterial 

issues” to deflect attention 
from its political conduct, 
particularly its stance 
during the Rajya Sabha 
process.

“They have no substan-
tive issues. After helping 
the BJP in the Rajya Sabha, 
they are now attempting to 
divert attention by manu-
facturing a controversy 

over Urdu,” he said.
He further alleged that 

the PDP had historically 
facilitated the Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s political 
foothold in Kashmir, even 
as it continued to position 
itself  in opposition.

“They are the ones who 
enabled the BJP’s entry 
into Kashmir, yet continue 
to claim they are resisting 
them,” Abdullah said.

O n  i n t e r n at i o n a l 
developments, Abdullah 
pointed to the ongoing 
tensions between the 
United States and Iran, 
warning of  broader eco-
nomic repercussions.

“Such conflicts inevita-
bly impact global markets. 
Prices of fuel, transport, and 
essential commodities are 
likely to rise,” he said. [KNT]

Dy CM reaffirms govt’s commitment 

to workers’ welfare,  social security
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Commemorat-
ing the Labour Day obser-
vance, Deputy Chief  Min-
ister, Surinder Choudhary, 
Friday described the work-
ing class as the backbone 
of  the economy. He reiter-
ated the government’s firm 
commitment to ensure 
their economic welfare 
and social security across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

In his message, the 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
emphasized that work-
ers are the driving force 
behind development and 
progress. The govern-
ment remains steadfast in 
safeguarding their rights 
through effective imple-
mentation of  labour laws 
and welfare schemes.

“Our workers are the 
foundation of  economic 
growth. The government is 
committed towards ensur-
ing safe working condi-
tions, fair wages, social 
security and dignity of  
labour for every worker 

across the Union Terri-
tory,” he said.

Highlighting the key 
labour reforms, the Deputy 
Chief  Minister referred to 
the introduction of  reforms 
as comprehensive frame-
works covering wages, 
industrial relations, occu-
pational safety and social 
security.

Describing these as 
landmark reforms, he 
said, “The new Labour 
Codes simplify the compli-
ance while strengthening 

the protection and welfare 
of  workers. They aim to 
ensure universal minimum 
wages, improved work-
place safety, enhanced 
social security and robust 
mechanisms for dispute 
resolution.”

“The Labour Depart-
ment is actively working 
towards effective imple-
mentation of  these reforms 
in Jammu and Kashmir to 
build a fair, transparent 
and worker-friendly labour 
ecosystem,” he added.

Stressing the impor-
tance of  awareness and 
outreach, the Deputy 
Chief  Minister called for 
extensive campaigns to 
ensure registration of  all 
eligible workers so they 
can benefit from various 
Central and UT-level wel-
fare schemes.

“Maximum outreach of  
labour welfare schemes 
is essential to strengthen 
the economic security and 
improve the living stan-
dards of  workers,” he said.

Lt Gen Balbir Singh assumes 
command of Chinar Corps

CM inspects last year's flood 
breach site at Shalina, inspects 
restoration works

Sakeena Itoo felicitates top 

performers of ALOHA GAT-2025

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister 
for Education, Social Wel-
fare, Health and Medical 
Education, Sakeena Itoo 
Friday felicitated the top 
performers and achiev-
ers of  ALOHA GAT-2025 
at SCERT Bemina here, 
organized to recognize 
and celebrate academic 
excellence and competitive 
spirit among students.

Director School Edu-
cation Kashmir, Naseer 
Ahmad Wani; Director, 
Centre for Good Gover-
nance, IUST, Dr. G.N Itoo; 
Joint Director School Edu-
cation (Central), CEO Sri-
nagar, senior management 
of  ALOHA Srinagar, large 
number of  students and 
parents were also present 
on the occasion.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the Minister said 
that this unique test is not 
only about intelligence 
but it also depicts vari-
ous instincts of  a students 
life. “This exam does not 
only show your capabili-
ties, but it sheds light on 
various extents of  a child 
or student. It strengthens 
mental arithmetic, analyti-
cal thinking, concentration 
and overall cognitive devel-

opment among students.”, 
the Minister stated.

The Minister further 
said that there is a lot of  
talent in Jammu and Kash-
mir among children. “For 
one and a half  years, I am 
looking after education 
department and I would 
not hesitate to say that the 
level of  talent in our chil-
dren is unprecedented. 
They need to be given a 
chance and way to move 
forward, they will create 
opportunities”, she said.

Congratulating the 
achievers, the Minister 
emphasized on the impor-
tance of  such competitive 
platforms in nurturing 
talent at an early stage 
and preparing students for 
future academic challeng-
es. “Activities like ALOHA 
GAT not only enhance 
numerical ability but also 
instil confidence, speed and 
accuracy, which are prime 
qualities essential for suc-
cess in modern education 
systems,” she said.

The Minister further 
said that students who in 
one way or other remain 
little behind in these kind 
of  exams need to equally 
felicitated like toppers, as 
it is also an achievement to 
be able to attend an exam 

and be part of  it.
Sakeena Itoo reiterated 

the government’s commit-
ment to promoting innova-
tive learning methods and 
co-curricular activities 
that complement formal 
education. She noted that 
the integration of  skill-
based assessments aligned 
with national and inter-
national competitive stan-
dards plays a crucial role 
in shaping well-rounded 
individuals.

The Minister further 
said that Government is 
working to make better 
future for our students. 
“There is a lot of  effort 
from government level so 
that the way in which the 
children move forward, 
we can make it easier for 
them”, she stated.

The Minister also appre-
ciated the role of  teachers, 
trainer and parents in guid-
ing and motivating students 
to achieve excellence. She 
encouraged students to 
continue striving for higher 
goals and make productive 
use of  such platforms to 
sharpen their abilities.

During the event, the 
Minister distributed certifi-
cates and mementos among 
meritorious students for 
their achievements.

Gulzar Ahmad 
Bhat Appointed 
Administrator 
of Associated 
Hospitals Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Govern-
ment has appointed 
Gulzar Ahmad Bhat as 
the new Administrator 
of  Associated Hospitals 
Srinagar.

Bhat, a JKAS officer 
who was previously serv-
ing as a Member of  the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Services Selection Board, 
assumes charge following 
his transfer order issued 
by the General Adminis-
tration Department on 
April 30, 2026.

He replaces Moham-
mad Ashraf  Hakak, who 
has been posted as Direc-
tor, Estates, Kashmir, as 
part of  the wider bureau-
cratic reshuffle involving 
several officers across 
departments.

As Administrator, 
Bhat will oversee the 
functioning of  Associat-
ed Hospitals linked with 
Government Medical Col-
lege Srinagar, including 
major healthcare facili-
ties such as SMHS Hos-
pital, Lal Ded Hospital, 
and GB Pant Hospital 
Srinagar.

The role carries sig-
nificant responsibility, 
as these hospitals form 
the backbone of  tertiary 
healthcare services in the 
Kashmir Valley, catering 
to thousands of  patients 
daily.

The appointment comes 
amid a broader effort by 
the administration to 
streamline governance 
and improve efficiency 
across key public ser-
vice sectors, particularly 
healthcare.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Friday 
visited Shalina near Lasjan 
to inspect the site that had 
developed a breach during 
the floods in September 
last year.

The Chief  Minister 
was accompanied by his 

Advisor Nasir Aslam 
Wani, MLA Pampore 
Justice (Retd.) Hasnain 
Masoodi and other con-
cerned officers.

During the visit, the 
Chief  Minister reviewed 
the ongoing repair and 
flood mitigation works at 

the breach site. He direct-
ed the concerned depart-
ments to ensure strength-
ening of  embankments to 
prevent recurrence of  such 
incidents.

Emphasizing the need 
for durable and long-term 
solutions, the Chief  Min-
ister instructed officials to 
expedite the process and 

ensure that permanent 
restoration works are com-
pleted at the earliest.

He also stressed the 
importance of  adopting 
robust flood management 
measures to safeguard vul-
nerable areas and protect 
public infrastructure.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR : Lieutenant 
General Balbir Singh on 
Friday assumed charge as 
the General Officer Com-
manding (GOC) of  the stra-
tegically crucial XV Corps 
(Chinar Corps) of  Army.

On assuming the com-
mand, Chinar Corps Com-
mander Lt Gen Balbir 
Singh extended his warm 
greetings to the 'Awaam of  
Kashmir'.

Chinar Corps Com-
mander reaffirmed his 
commitment to work in 
close synergy with the 
Civil Administration and 
the Awaam to advance last-
ing stability and inclusive 
growth in the region.

He reasserted his 

resolve to maintain robust 
and coordinated partner-
ship with civil adminis-
tration, security forces 
and populace to further 
strengthen the founda-
tion of  peace, progress 
and prosperity across the 
Kashmir Valley.

“As the mantle of  lead-
ership transitions, the 
Chinar Corps remains an 
enduring emblem of  unity, 
resilience and unwavering 
commitment—steadfast in 
its mission to ensure last-
ing peace, stability, nurtur-
ing rich cultural heritage 
and meet the aspirations 
of  the Kashmiri youth for 
a brighter future & 'Viksit 
Kashmir',” the 15 Corps 
said in a post on its X 
handle.

Sharma calls for Youth-Led Transformation, 

Reiterates Commitment to Nasha Mukt J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU:Minister for 
Food, Civil Supplies & Con-
sumer Affairs, IT, Trans-
port, Youth Services & 
Sports, and Science & Tech-
nology, Satish Sharma, 
Friday emphasized the piv-
otal role of  youth in shap-
ing a progressive and pros-
perous Jammu & Kashmir, 
calling for collective action 
to build a drug-free society, 
accelerate digital growth, 
and position the region 
as one of  India’s premier 
sports destinations.

Addressing a gathering 
of  students at the India’s 
International Movement 
to Unite Nations (IIMUN) 
Jammu Conference, the 
Minister underscored that 
the future of  Jammu & 
Kashmir lies in the energy, 
discipline, and vision of  its 
young population. He high-
lighted that youth engage-
ment remains central to the 
government’s policy frame-
work, with focused invest-
ments in skill development, 
digital empowerment, and 
entrepreneurship.

Reiterating the govern-
ment’s firm resolve to make 
Jammu & Kashmir Nasha 
Mukt, Satish Sharma said 
that drug abuse poses a 
serious threat to the social 
fabric and aspirations of  
the younger generation. He 
noted that while enforce-
ment and policy measures 
are being strengthened, the 
real change must come from 

within society.
“Every young individual 

who chooses to stay away 
from drugs and guides 
others towards a healthier 
path is contributing to 
nation-building,” he said, 
urging students to act as 
ambassadors of  a drug-free 
movement.

The Minister further out-
lined a comprehensive strat-
egy involving awareness 
campaigns, improved access 
to counselling, strengthen-
ing rehabilitation infra-
structure, and coordinated 
action with law enforcement 
agencies to curb drug supply 
chains across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Highlighting the role of  
technology in shaping a 
modern Jammu & Kashmir, 
the Minister said the gov-
ernment is actively work-
ing to build a robust digital 
ecosystem across the region. 
He noted that investments 
are being made in IT infra-
structure, innovation hubs, 

and startup incubation cen-
tres to empower youth with 
future-ready skills.

Emphasizing digital 
inclusion, he said efforts are 
underway to expand internet 
connectivity, promote e-gov-
ernance, and create employ-
ment opportunities in emerg-
ing sectors such as artificial 
intelligence, cybersecurity, 
and data analytics. “Our aim 
is to make Jammu & Kash-
mir not just a consumer of  
technology, but a creator of  
innovation,” he added.

Highlighting Jammu & 
Kashmir’s immense sport-
ing potential, Satish Sharma 
reiterated the government’s 
vision to transform the region 
into a premier sports destina-
tion of  the country. He said 
that with its unique geogra-
phy and climate, J&K is ide-
ally positioned to emerge as 
a hub for both winter and 
adventure sports, alongside 
nurturing excellence in main-
stream disciplines.

“We are committed to 

developing world-class sports 
infrastructure, promoting 
grassroots participation, and 
creating pathways for our 
youth to compete at national 
and international levels,” 
he added. The Minister also 
stressed the importance of  
integrating rural and border 
areas into the sports develop-
ment framework to ensure 
inclusive growth.

He further noted that ini-
tiatives under Youth Servic-
es & Sports are being aligned 
with broader goals of  health, 
discipline, and social cohe-
sion, enabling young people 
to channel their energies 
into constructive and nation-
building pursuits.

Calling upon students to 
take a pledge for a healthier 
and more purposeful life, 
Satish Sharma said that the 
government will continue to 
act as an enabler, providing 
opportunities, platforms, 
and support systems for the 
youth to realize their full 
potential.

Fake Appointments: Crime 

Branch filed chargesheet 

against accused

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Special 
Crime Wing of  the Crime 
Branch Jammu and Kashmir 
has filed a chargesheet in a 
case involving alleged fraud 
in the name of government 
jobs, naming three accused in 
connection with the scheme.

The chargesheet, filed 
before the court of  Chief  
Judicial Magistrate Srinagar, 
relates to FIR No. 09/2019 
registered under multiple 
sections of the Ranbir Penal 
Code, including cheating, forg-
ery, and criminal conspiracy.

Those named in the case 
are Fayaz Ahmad Khan of  
Maloora Shalteng Srinagar, 
Showkat Ahmad Shah of  
Shanzipora Handwara, 
and Owais Ahmad Rather 
of  Shalteng Khwaja Bagh 
Srinagar.

The case traces back to 
a complaint by residents of  
Pulwama who said they were 
asked to pay money on the 
promise that government jobs 
would be arranged for their 
children and relatives.

According to the investiga-
tion, the accused allegedly pre-
sented themselves as having 
influence within official cir-
cles and issued appointment 
orders claimed to be from the 
Forest Department. The docu-
ments were later found to be 
fake during verification.

Investigators said money 
was taken in cash, with assur-
ances of  entry into govern-
ment service through unoffi-
cial means.

With the filing of  the 
chargesheet, the matter will 
now proceed before the court 
for further hearing and exami-
nation of evidence. [KNT]

KPDCL announces 
Power Shutdown

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Engineer,  Distribution, KPDCL has 
informed that the Shutdown of  132/ 33 KV, 100 MVA GIS 
Khanyar will be observed due to which power supply 
to Nowshera, Raja Colony, Industrial Estate BAMK, 
Zadibal, Hawal, Botakadal, BSNL, Gilkadal, Kathi Dar-
waza, Rainawari Psychiatric Hospital, PHE, Central 
Jail, Saida Kadal and adjoining areas will be affected 
from 09 AM to 04 PM on 02 MAY 2026.

Furthermore, the Shutdown of  33 kV Shamsipora 
Tapline has been rescheduled and is now approved for 
02 MAY from 09 AM to 3:30 PM. 
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Politics On Urdu

T
he latest controversy over 
Urdu in Jammu and Kash-
mir says more about our 
politics than about any real 
policy change. Chief Minis-

ter Omar Abdullah has made it clear: 
there is no decision to remove Urdu. 
What exists is only a proposal on 
which public feedback has been invit-
ed. Yet, the issue has quickly been 
turned into a political flashpoint.
There is a simple distinction that is 
being blurred, seeking opinion is not 
the same as taking a decision. Govern-
ments often float ideas to hear what 
people think before making a final call. 
That is how a healthy democracy works. 
But when such steps are presented as 
final decisions, it creates unnecessary 
fear and confusion among people.
The opposition, especially the Peo-
ples Democratic Party, has every right 
to question the government. But rais-
ing alarm without clear evidence does 
little service to the public. It risks 
turning a routine administrative pro-
cess into an emotional issue, particu-
larly when it involves a language like 
Urdu that holds deep cultural signifi-
cance in the region.
Figures like Iltija Mufti have added to 
the debate, but the tone of the discus-
sion shows how quickly such matters 
can be politicised. Instead of clarity, 
the public is left navigating claims 
and counterclaims.
Urdu is not just a language in Jammu 
and Kashmir, it is part of the region’s 
identity and heritage. That is precisely 
why it deserves careful, honest discus-
sion, not political exaggeration. Using 
it to score points only shifts focus away 
from real issues that need attention.
At a time when information spreads 
rapidly, responsibility lies on all sides. 
Politicians must speak with accuracy, 
and the public must be cautious about 
what they believe and share.
In the end, this issue calls for restraint 
and clarity. The conversation around Urdu 
should bring people together through dia-
logue—not divide them through doubt.

PhD: Not A Degree, But A 
Journey Of Knowledge Creation

DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

T
here are many misconcep-
tions prevalent in society 
today about the PhD (Doctor 
of  Philosophy). Some consid-
er it merely a "degree," some 

consider it a means to obtain a job, while 
others consider it a symbol of  prestige. 
Articles and comments periodically 
appear on social media, debating the 
usefulness, difficulty, and true meaning 
of  a PhD. In reality, a PhD is not merely 
a certificate, but a continuous intellec-
tual journey to push the boundaries 
of  knowledge. It is not a process that 
ends with the writing of  a thesis, but 
rather a continuous pursuit of  research, 
reflection, analysis, and socially useful 
contributions.

The primary purpose of  a PhD is not 
to reiterate established knowledge in a 
subject, but to add to it. At the under-
graduate and postgraduate levels, stu-
dents typically study, understand, and 
validate existing knowledge through 
examinations. However, the PhD goes 
beyond that point, where the researcher 
formulates questions, identifies prob-
lems, chooses methods, gathers evi-
dence, and presents conclusions. In this 
sense, the PhD is more about "creating 
something new" than "learning."

Many people think that a PhD simply 
means submitting a lengthy thesis. 
This thinking is incomplete. A thesis is 
a written document of  a long journey, 
completed over many years of  study, 
fieldwork, experimentation, data analy-
sis, critical reflection, and revision. A 
good thesis is not just about word count, 
but about originality of  ideas, integrity 
of  research, and usefulness of  find-
ings. Only if  the researcher has deeply 
understood the problem, employed 
appropriate methodology, and produced 
unbiased conclusions is their research 
considered meaningful.

A PhD teaches researchers patience. 
Research often doesn't yield immedi-
ate results. Sometimes months of  effort 
are thwarted, but the researcher keeps 
starting over. Experiments in a science 
lab may fail, surveys in the social sci-
ences may not yield the expected results, 
and literature may be incomplete. Yet, 
the researcher never gives up. This per-
sistence is what transforms them from 
ordinary students into researchers.

It's also true that a PhD is not just a 
personal achievement, but also a social 

responsibility. When someone conducts 
research on topics related to educa-
tion, agriculture, health, economics, 
language, environment, technology, or 
policy, their findings can guide society. 
For example, research on rural educa-
tion can improve the condition of  gov-
ernment schools; research on water 
conservation can help in policymak-
ing; research on Indian languages can 
preserve cultural heritage. Therefore, 
the value of  a PhD is not limited to the 
university campus.

However, it must also be acknowl-
edged that the research world is cur-
rently beset by numerous challenges. In 
some places, the quality of  research is 
being questioned. In some places, there 
is a lack of  guidance, in others, a lack 
of  resources, in others, unnecessary 
administrative burdens on research-
ers, and in others, a tendency to simply 
fulfill formalities. Some people consider 
a PhD merely a qualification for pro-
motion or employment. This affects the 
essence of  research. When the objec-
tive is not knowledge but only profit, 
research becomes superficial.

The solution to this problem lies 
not in criticizing PhDs, but in improv-
ing their quality. Universities must 
strengthen research infrastructure, 
providing laboratories, libraries, digi-
tal databases, financial support, and 
competent mentors. Researchers must 
receive appropriate training in writing, 
research methodology, ethics, and pub-
lication. Furthermore, research should 
be evaluated not just on page counts 
or formal presentations, but on actual 
contributions.

The role of  a supervisor in a PhD 
is crucial. A good mentor encourages 
independent thinking, points out errors, 
provides direction, and provides mental 

support. However, if  guidance is weak, 
even a talented student can be misled. 
Therefore, the system for mentor selec-
tion and accountability must be strong.

In today's digital age, the nature of  
research is also changing. Artificial 
intelligence, big data, interdisciplinary 
studies, open access journals, online 
databases, and global collaboration 
have opened up new possibilities for 
PhDs. Research is no longer confined to 
library shelves. Indian researchers can 
access world-class content and commu-
nicate internationally. This is an oppor-
tunity, but it also poses the challenge of  
maintaining quality and originality in 
the face of  a glut of  information.

The greatest virtue of  a PhD is criti-
cal thinking. The researcher questions 
every fact. They don't simply accept, 
they examine. They don't simply repeat 
tradition, they demand reason. This 
perspective is invaluable to society. 
Democracy, policymaking, education 
reform, and social discourse require 
trained minds that think with evidence, 
not emotion.

People often ask, "What does a PhD 
entail?" The answer goes beyond salary, 
position, or degree. A PhD imparts dis-
cipline, patience, writing ability, presen-
tation skills, problem-solving abilities, 
and deep intellectual maturity. They 
learn to approach complex questions 
systematically. This ability is useful in 
every aspect of  life.

Strengthening a research culture is 
crucial in a young country like India. If  
we remain mere consumers and don't 
generate new knowledge, we will fall 
behind in global competition. Indig-
enous research is essential in every 
field—technology, health, agriculture, 
defense, environment, language, and 
social policy. Therefore, making PhDs 

respectable, qualitative, and useful is a 
national imperative.

Society must also move beyond the 
two extremes of  either honoring PhD 
holders by simply calling them "doctor" 
or ridiculing them. Not every PhD is 
excellent, but not every PhD is useless 
either. The correct approach is to evalu-
ate research based on its contribution, 
integrity, and quality.

Ultimately, a PhD is a journey beyond 
the thesis. It begins with curiosity and 
doesn't end with knowledge creation, 
but rather a journey that continues. 
The thesis is not the destination, but 
the milestone. A true researcher never 
stops asking questions even after receiv-
ing the degree. They read, write, think, 
and contribute to improving society.

So the next time someone asks what 
a PhD is, the answer should be—it's not 
just a degree, but a test of  thought; not 
just a thesis, but a quest for truth; not 
just a title, but a long-term responsibil-
ity to society and knowledge.

(Dr. Priyanka Saurabh, PhD (Political 
Science), is a poet and social thinker.)

Nasha Mukt Abhiyan - A Collective Duty
AZHAR NASEER

N
asha Mukt Bharat Abhi-
yan is a national mission 
to reduce drug use and 
protect the future of  young 
people. Hon'ble LG Manoj 

Sinha Sahib has given this mission 
strong direction in Jammu and Kashmir 
through focused campaigns and strict 
action. Drug abuse is not a small issue. 
It affects health, weakens families, and 
damages society. You see its impact in 
rising crime, poor education outcomes, 
and broken households. This demands 
clear action at every level.

You must understand how addic-
tion starts. Many young people begin 
with curiosity, peer pressure, or stress. 
Some use substances to escape personal 
problems. This early stage is critical. If  
you act here, you can prevent long term 
damage. Schools and colleges play a key 
role. Teachers must talk openly about 
risks. Awareness sessions should be 
regular and practical. Students should 
learn real consequences, not just theory. 
Community programs must reach rural 
areas where awareness is often limited.

Data shows the scale of  the prob-
lem. Surveys indicate millions of  ado-
lescents are exposed to substance use 
at an early age. This creates a cycle 
that continues into adulthood. You 
must break this cycle with early edu-
cation and strong family support. Par-
ents need to stay alert. Watch behavior 
changes. Notice signs like isolation, 
aggression, or loss of  focus. Act quick-
ly. Seek help without delay.

Government efforts under this cam-
paign focus on prevention, treatment, 
and rehabilitation. More de addiction 
centers are being established. Hospi-
tals provide counselling and medical 
support. Trained professionals guide 
patients through recovery. This sup-
port system is essential. Addiction is not 
solved by punishment alone. It needs 
care, structure, and follow up. You must 

encourage affected individuals to seek 
help without fear or shame.

Nawa e Kalam has also stepped 
forward to support this mission. The 
organization promotes awareness at 
the grassroots level. It engages youth, 
schools, and local communities. This 
approach is effective because real 
change starts from the ground. Aware-
ness drives, counselling sessions, and 
direct interaction create impact. You 
must support such efforts in your area.

A strong network is already work-
ing. Government bodies, police, civil 
administration, and non government 
organizations are involved. Volunteers 
visit villages and urban areas to spread 
awareness. They explain the dangers of  
drug use and guide people toward help 
centers. Over 8000 youth volunteers 
have taken part in such efforts across 
India. This shows that collective action 
works. You can also contribute. Even 
small efforts can influence lives.

Rehabilitation is a key part of  this 
mission. Identifying addicted individu-
als is the first step. After that, proper 
treatment must follow. Rehabilitation 
centers provide medical care and coun-
selling. They help patients rebuild con-
fidence and return to normal life. You 

must treat recovering individuals with 
respect. Social support improves recov-
ery rates. Isolation can push them back 
into addiction.

Technology also supports this mis-
sion. Government platforms provide 
information about treatment centers 
and support services. Geo location tools 
help identify affected areas. This allows 
quick response and better planning. You 
can use these tools to find help for some-
one in need. Access to correct informa-
tion reduces delay and confusion.

Prevention remains the most effective 
strategy. You must focus on awareness 
and education. Schools should include 
life skills training. Students must learn 
how to handle stress, peer pressure, and 
failure. Sports and creative activities 
can keep youth engaged. Productive 
use of  time reduces risk. Communities 
should organize events that promote 
healthy lifestyles.

Law enforcement also plays a role. 
Strict action against drug suppliers 
is necessary. Breaking supply chains 
reduces availability. This protects vul-
nerable groups. However, enforcement 
alone is not enough. It must work with 
awareness and rehabilitation. A bal-
anced approach gives better results.

Your role matters. This campaign is 
not limited to the government. It needs 
support from every citizen. Parents, 
teachers, leaders, and youth must act 
together. You can start by spreading 
awareness in your circle. Talk openly 
about the issue. Guide someone who 
needs help. Support local initiatives. 
Stay informed and alert.

Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan aims 
to create a healthy and safe society. It 
focuses on building a future where young 
people grow without addiction. This goal 
is achievable with consistent effort. You 
must replace silence with action. You 
must replace ignorance with awareness.

A drug free India is possible. It requires 
discipline, unity, and commitment. Every 
step counts. Every effort matters. You 
have a role in this mission. Act now. Pro-
tect your community. Secure the future.

The author can be mailed at nas-
eerahmedtantray1989@gmail.com

At the under-
graduate 
and post-

graduate levels, 
students typically 
study, understand, 
and validate exist-
ing knowledge 
through examina-
tions. However, the 
PhD goes beyond 
that point, where 
the researcher for-
mulates questions, 
identifies problems, 
chooses methods, 
gathers evidence, 
and presents con-
clusions.

This early 
stage is 
critical. If  

you act here, you 
can prevent long 
term damage. 
Schools and col-
leges play a key 
role. Teachers 
must talk openly 
about risks. 
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Modi’s Three-Tier Strategy To Conquer Uttar Pradesh In 2027

AJAY KUMAR

A
fter the assembly elec-
tions in five states, the 
BJP high command has 
shifted its focus to Uttar 
Pradesh. On one hand, 

while the final phase of  voting in 
West Bengal was underway, while on 
the other, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was, at the same time, setting the 
agenda for the Uttar Pradesh Assem-
bly elections from his parliamentary 
constituency, Varanasi. This time, 
the BJP aims to win Uttar Pradesh 
through Hindutva, women’s reser-
vation, and development, while also 
highlighting strong law and order 
and the establishment of  a fear-free 
society. A glimpse of  this was seen in 
Varanasi when, on April 28, PM Modi 
visited the Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
to offer prayers to Baba Vishwanath. 
A day earlier, he interacted with 50,000 
women on the issue of  the Nari Shakti 
Vandan Adhiniyam (Women’s Reser-
vation). By blaming Congress and 
the Samajwadi Party for the delay in 
implementing women’s reservation, 
the BJP signaled its strong reliance 
on the state’s female population. On 
the same day, April 28, the Prime 
Minister also inaugurated a nearly 
600-kilometer-long expressway from 
Prayagraj to Meerut from Hardoi and 
dedicated it to the public. This indi-
cates that the BJP is trying to appeal to 
followers of  Sanatan Dharma through 
temples, attract youth and the people 
of  western Uttar Pradesh through 
expressways, and win over women by 
emphasizing reservation.

A notable aspect of  the Prime 
Minister’s visit was that while Uttar 
Pradesh Chief  Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath was naturally present alongside 
him, the presence of  BJP’s national 
president Nitin Naveen with Modi 
in Varanasi also drew attention. A 
deeper analysis of  these develop-
ments clearly shows that the BJP will 
enter the political battlefield of  Uttar 
Pradesh armed with religious faith, 
symbols of  development, and wom-
en’s empowerment. In fact, PM Modi’s 
visit to the Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
was not merely a religious trip, but 
a reflection of  the BJP’s core strat-
egy. The party has always considered 
Kashi its stronghold. Modi’s massive 
victories from Varanasi in the 2014 

and 2019 Lok Sabha elections stand 
as proof. After the redevelopment of  
the temple, it has become a center of  
Hindu nationalism. During the two-
day visit, through offering prayers to 
Baba Vishwanath, the Prime Minister 
conveyed a message to followers of  
Sanatan Dharma that the BJP alone 
will protect their faith. One may recall 
that the inauguration of  the Ram 
Temple in Ayodhya was also part of  
this strategy, which significantly ben-
efited the party in the 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections.

In Uttar Pradesh, where the number 
of  Hindu voters is substantial, the 
temple issue has always been influen-
tial. Opposition parties like the Sama-
jwadi Party and Congress attempt to 
dismiss it as communal, but public 
sentiment cannot be ignored. Through 
this visit, the BJP once again demon-
strated that it is the custodian of  Sana-
tan culture. Especially in eastern Uttar 
Pradesh, where lakhs of Ram and Shiva 
devotees reside, this visit has effectively 
sounded the bugle for the 2027 elections. 
The presence of  Yogi Adityanath fur-
ther strengthened this message. Yogi, 
established as a Sanatan saint himself, 
has consistently centered his politics 
around religious issues from Gorakh-
pur to Varanasi. This time, the presence 
of  the BJP president alongside Modi 
signaled organizational unity, convey-
ing that both the central and state lead-
ership are aligned.

The second major highlight of  

the Prime Minister’s visit was his 
interaction with 50,000 women on the 
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam. He 
described the women’s reservation bill 
passed in Parliament as a historic step 
toward women’s empowerment. How-
ever, he clearly stated that its delay 
in implementation is due to Congress 
and the Samajwadi Party. Although 
the promise of  reserving one-third 
seats for women in Parliament and 
state assemblies has now become law, 
it cannot be implemented without 
caste census and delimitation. Modi 
accused opposition parties of  deliber-
ately stalling it to deny women their 
rights. This is a tactically sharp move, 
but Modi has consistently asserted 
that he will ensure its implementa-
tion.

Women constitute nearly half  of  
the voters in Uttar Pradesh. In the 2022 
Assembly elections, women signifi-
cantly supported the BJP, especially 
in cities like Lucknow, Kanpur, and 
Saharanpur. Now, in 2027, the party 
is directly targeting this demograph-
ic. The presence of  50,000 women at 
the Nari Shakti Vandan event is evi-
dence of  this strategy. Modi appealed 
to women to teach the opposition a 
lesson. This issue gains traction as 
the Samajwadi Party is often accused 
of  dynastic politics, while Congress 
is perceived as indifferent to women’s 
concerns. The BJP has already built 
trust among women through initia-
tives like the Ujjwala Yojana, Beti 

Bachao Beti Padhao, and the aboli-
tion of  triple talaq. Now, it aims to 
further consolidate this support 
through women’s reservation. The 
Yogi government’s initiatives such as 
women’s helplines and Sakhi centers 
also contribute in this direction. In 
the presence of  the BJP president, 
Modi indicated that the organiza-
tion would be mobilized through the 
Mahila Morcha. Overall, this marks 
the starting point of  the BJP’s women-
centric strategy.

Meanwhile, by inaugurating 
the expressway from Prayagraj to 
Meerut, Modi is strongly projecting 
development as a key electoral issue 
in Uttar Pradesh. This expressway, 
approximately 600 kilometers long, 
passes through Hardoi, Shahjahan-
pur, Bareilly, Moradabad, and Bijnor 
before reaching Meerut. While inau-
gurating it, the Prime Minister said 
it would bring employment oppor-
tunities for youth and better market 
access for farmers. Western Uttar 
Pradesh has always been a challeng-
ing region for the BJP, where Jat, 
Muslim, and Dalit voters play a deci-
sive role. Although the party faced 
setbacks here in the 2022 elections, it 
made a recovery in the 2024 Lok Sabha 
polls. The expressway is expected to 
strengthen connectivity in this region. 
It will also connect with the Delhi-
Meerut Expressway, facilitating faster 
movement of  trucks and cargo. For 
the youth seeking jobs and business 

opportunities, this presents a golden 
opportunity. The BJP understands 
that tangible symbols of  development 
bring votes. The Eastern Dedicated 
Freight Corridor, Ganga Expressway, 
and now this expressway are all steps 
toward making Uttar Pradesh a devel-
opment hub. The opposition may call 
it rhetoric, but the work is visible on 
the ground. The choice of  Hardoi for 
the inauguration is significant, as it 
has been considered a stronghold of  
Akhilesh Yadav. By sending a message 
from here, the BJP is directly challeng-
ing the Samajwadi Party. During the 
inauguration, Yogi Adityanath stated 
that under Modi’s leadership, Uttar 
Pradesh is progressing rapidly. On 
this occasion, Governor Anandiben 
Patel, BJP state president Pankaj 
Chaudhary, Deputy Chief  Ministers 
Keshav Prasad Maurya and Brajesh 
Pathak, among other leaders, were 
also present. This expressway will not 
only attract western Uttar Pradesh 
but also serve as a model of  develop-
ment for the entire state.

Author is a senior journalist. He 
can be mailed at ajaimayanews@

gmail.com

   Book Review  

From Nothingness To Divine Reality
SHAHNAWAZ NAZIR

I
n an age where the boundaries 
between science and spiritual-
ity are often seen as distant or 
even conflicting, this remark-
able work emerges as a deeply 

thoughtful and visionary attempt to 
unite them. Spanning a wide range 
of  themes, from the origins of  the 
universe to the depths of  human con-
sciousness, the book presents a rich 
and immersive exploration of  exis-
tence, guided by a powerful central 
metaphor: the onion, symbolizing the 
layered nature of  reality.

From its very beginning, the book 
invites the reader into a profound 
contemplation of  “nothingness.” 
Rather than treating nothingness 
as mere emptiness, the author pres-
ents it as a fertile, living potential, 
the unseen origin from which all 
existence unfolds. This perspective 
is both philosophically engaging and 
spiritually resonant, echoing timeless 
insights found in mystical traditions 
while offering a fresh interpretive 
voice. The transition from nothing-
ness to creation is described with a 
sense of  wonder, encouraging read-
ers to rethink the very foundations 
of  reality.

One of  the most compelling aspects 
of  the book is its seamless movement 
between scientific insight and spiritual 
reflection. The early chapters explore 
the formation of  the universe, touch-
ing upon nucleosynthesis, the birth of  
stars, and the emergence of  galaxies. 
These discussions are presented in a 
way that is both accessible and mean-
ingful, allowing readers from diverse 
backgrounds to engage with complex 
ideas. Rather than overwhelming the 
reader with technicalities, the author 
uses science as a doorway into deeper 
philosophical inquiry, transforming 

facts into reflections.
At the heart of  the book lies the 

“onion analogy,” a beautifully sus-
tained metaphor that gives structure 
and depth to the entire narrative. 
Each layer represents a different 
dimension of  existence, physical, 
emotional, intellectual, intuitive, and 
ultimately spiritual. As the reader 
metaphorically “peels” these layers, 
a powerful realization emerges: that 
the essence of  existence is not found 
on the surface, but within. This idea is 
handled with remarkable sensitivity 
and insight, making it one of  the most 
memorable contributions of  the work.

The inclusion of  poetic verses and 
references to revered spiritual figures 
such as Abdul Wahab Khaar and Qadir 
Sahib Kehni adds a unique richness to 
the text. These elements ground the 
book in a living spiritual tradition, 
particularly within the Sufi heritage 

of  Kashmir, and provide moments of  
deep emotional resonance. The poetry 
does not merely decorate the narra-
tive; it deepens it, offering glimpses 
into truths that transcend ordinary 
language.

As the book progresses, it expands 
its scope to include the inner dimen-
sions of  human experience. Chap-
ters on consciousness, intuition, 
and the “pregnant emptiness” invite 
the reader into a more introspective 
space. Here, the writing becomes 
almost meditative, encouraging not 
just intellectual understanding but 
personal reflection. The concept of  
the human being as a “mirror of  the 
universe” is especially powerful, sug-
gesting that the journey outward into 
the cosmos is inseparable from the 
journey inward into the self.

The later sections of  the book 
are particularly valuable for read-

ers seeking practical transforma-
tion. By introducing concepts such 
as non-resistance, shadow work, and 
conscious living, the author moves 
from theory to lived experience. The 
inclusion of  reflective practices like 
“Observing Emergence” and “Sacred 
Ordinary” provides readers with tools 
to engage with the ideas on a personal 
level. These practices gently guide the 
reader toward a more mindful and 
integrated way of  living, making the 
book not just a philosophical text but 
a companion for inner growth.

One of  the standout features of  the 
work is its ability to reinterpret tra-
ditional concepts in a way that feels 
both respectful and innovative. The 
exploration of  symbolic ideas, such as 
the movement beyond cycles of  limi-
tation and the awakening of  higher 
consciousness, reflects a deep engage-
ment with spiritual teachings while 

opening new avenues for understand-
ing. This interpretive courage gives 
the book a distinctive voice, one that 
honors tradition while speaking to the 
present moment.

Stylistically, the writing flows 
between clarity and poetic depth. The 
author demonstrates an impressive 
ability to articulate complex ideas in 
language that is both evocative and 
accessible. At times, the prose takes 
on a lyrical quality, inviting the reader 
to pause and reflect rather than rush 
forward. This rhythm enhances the 
reading experience, making it not just 
informative but contemplative.

What ultimately sets this book 
apart is its unifying vision. It does 
not treat science, philosophy, and 
spirituality as separate domains, 
but as interconnected expressions 
of  a single reality. The universe is 
presented not as a cold, mechani-
cal system, but as a living, unfold-
ing mystery, one that is intimately 
connected to human awareness. The 
idea that creation is a continuous 
unveiling, rather than a finished 
event, offers a deeply hopeful and 
dynamic perspective on existence.

In conclusion, this book stands as 
a significant and inspiring contribu-
tion to contemporary spiritual litera-
ture. It challenges the reader to think 
deeply, feel profoundly, and explore 
courageously. With its rich blend of  
scientific curiosity, philosophical 
depth, and spiritual wisdom, it offers 
a journey that is as enlightening as it 
is transformative. For those willing 
to engage with its layers, the book 
reveals not only the nature of  the uni-
verse but also the hidden dimensions 
of  the self.

The author can be mailed at nawa-
zrather786@gmail.com

During the 
two-day visit, 
through 

offering prayers to 
Baba Vishwanath, 
the Prime Minister 
conveyed a message 
to followers of  Sana-
tan Dharma that 
the BJP alone will 
protect their faith. 
One may recall that 
the inauguration of  
the Ram Temple in 
Ayodhya was also 
part of  this strategy, 
which significantly 
benefited the party 
in the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections.
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Govt Keeps Fuel
hundreds of  LPG distributors and 

several suspensions ordered.
On the natural gas front, the gov-

ernment reported full  supply to 
domestic PNG and transport CNG 
se gments,  alongside accelerated 
expansion of  PNG infrastructure. 
Since March, over 5.8 lakh new PNG 
connections have been activated as 
part of  ef forts to shift consumers 
toward cleaner energy.

Providing relief  to consumers amid 
rising crude prices, the Centre has 
reduced excise duty on petrol and 
diesel by ₹10 per litre and lowered 
export levies on diesel and aviation 
turbine fuel.

The Ministry of  Ports, Shipping 
and Waterways said maritime oper-
ations remain unaffected, with no 
incidents involving Indian-flagged 
vessels reported in the past 24 hours.

The DG Shipping control room has 
handled 8,268 calls and over 17,694 
emails since activation, assisting 
seafarers and their families. So far, 
more than 2,892 Indian seafarers 
have been safely repatriated.

The Ministry of  External Affairs 
(MEA) continues to monitor the sit-
uation closely, maintaining round-
the-clock helplines and coordinating 
with Indian missions abroad.

In Iran, the Indian Embassy in 
Tehran has facilitated the evacu-
ation of  2,490 Indian nationals via 
land border routes, as authorities 
advised citizens to avoid travel to the 
country and encouraged those pres-
ent to leave using available options.

Flight operations across parts of  
the Gulf  are gradually stabilising, 
with limited services resuming from 
countries such as the UAE, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait and Bahrain.

The government reiterated that 
ensuring the safety of  Indian nation-
als and maintaining energy securi-
ty remain top priorities as the West 
Asia situation continues to evolve.

PM Modi Fulfilled
also observed that Gandhiji's life 

inspires us to stand firm by our prin-
ciples amid any adversity.

The Lieutenant Governor stated 
that India’s pride as the world’s larg-
est democracy is deeply rooted in the 
vision and ideals of  Sardar Patel.

“His unwavering belief  in unity 
amidst diversity stands as our great-
est achievement, a testament to his 
resolute commitment to “Ek Bharat, 
Shreshth Bharat.” The strength we 
draw from weaving together our tradi-
tions, cultures, and heritage into the 
fabric of  progress is a living reflec-
tion of  Sardar Patel’s steadfast deter-
mination and enduring legacy,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor said Maha-
rashtra is the land of  industries, spiri-
tuality, selfless-service and sacrifice. He 
said icons like Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj, Peshwa Bajirao, Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak, and Vinayak Damodar Savarkar 
devoted themselves to Mother India and 
for the cause of  national unity.

“At every sacred pilgrimage across 
India, the name of  Ahilyabai Holkar 
resounds. Her vision and devotion 
breathed new life into the nation’s spiri-
tual traditions and carried them forward 
with renewed strength," the Lieutenant 
Governor said, adding that today, Indian 
diaspora across the world is radiating 
with pride, as Hon'ble Prime Minister 
has restored the nation’s timeless pres-
tige. A new sense of  self-respect stirs 
within every citizen, uniting all sections 
of  society in the shared vision of  a devel-
oped India by 2047. 

MeT Forecasts Rain,
places on May 10 and 11.
The MeT has issued an advisory 

asking farmers to suspend farm oper-

ations between May 3 and 5 due to the 
likelihood of  adverse weather.

Meanwhile, temperatures across 
the Union Territory showed a mixed 
trend. Srinagar recorded a maximum 
of  25.7°C, 3 degrees above normal, 
while the minimum settled at 10.2°C. 
Qazigund registered a high of  25.0°C 
and a low of  9.1°C.

Pahalgam recorded 19.6°C as the 
day temperature and 5.4°C at night, 
while Kupwara saw a high of  24.4°C 
and a low of  8.5°C. Gulmarg remained 
cooler at 14.4°C maximum and 3.0°C 
minimum.

In the Jammu division, the winter 
capital recorded a maximum of  34.5°C, 
slightly below normal, and a minimum 
of  20.7°C. Katra registered 30.5°C and 
18.0°C, while Banihal recorded 24.8°C 
and 9.6°C. Bhaderwah saw temper-
atures of  25.0°C and 6.8°C, the data 
showed.

Rainfall remained negligible at most 
stations during the day, with some 
areas like Pahalgam receiving light 
precipitation in the past 24 hours—
(KNO)

Govt To Focus On 
the newly constructed residential 
flats, including 2BHK and 3BHK 
units. He also visited the canteen 
and mess facilities and was briefed 
by senior officers of  the Estates 
Department on upcoming and 
proposed housing projects.

With its completion, the quarters 
are expected to significantly enhance 
the availability of  accommodation for 
government employees and help ease 
long-standing shortage.

The project assumes added signifi-
cance in view of  the restoration of  the 
annual Darbar Move by the present 
government, which has revived the 
need for adequate residential facili-
ties for employees relocating between 
Jammu and Srinagar.

The residential quarters will par-
ticularly benefit a large section of  
Darbar Move employees, many of  
whom have faced persistent chal-
lenges in securing suitable accom-
modation for their families over the 
years. The availability of  these units 
is expected to reduce dependence on 
private housing and improve overall 
working conditions by ensuring sta-
bility and convenience.

Speaking on the occasion, the Chief  
Minister reiterated his government’s 
commitment to providing suitable 
family accommodation to employees. 
He said that strengthening employee 
welfare remains a key governance pri-
ority, and that efforts are underway 
to further augment residential infra-
structure in a phased manner across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

He emphasized that residential 
accommodation plays a crucial role 
in enhancing productivity and morale 
among government employees, adding 
that the government will continue to 
invest in infrastructure that directly 
impacts their well-being.

Highlighting the importance of  effi-
cient project management, the Chief  
Minister stressed the need for timely 
execution of  public infrastructure 
works. He directed the concerned 
departments to ensure optimal utili-
zation and proper maintenance of  the 
newly created facilities so that they 
continue to serve employees effective-
ly in years to come.

India, China Offer
reunification, with mainland China. 

However, Taiwan rejected the propos-
al straightaway.

The article highlights that India's 
behaviour under the same circum-
stances was markedly different.

Rather than pulling back, India sup-
plied around 38,000 metric tonnes of  
fuel to Sri Lanka, addressing a signifi-
cant portion of  its immediate require-

ment.
Fuel deliveries to Nepal and Bhutan, 

both of  which are entirely dependent 
on India, continued without interrup-
tion.

Similarly, additional diesel ship-
ments were delivered to Bangladesh, 
with more supplies assured through 
the cross-border pipeline route.

"These were not isolated gestures 
made for political optics. They reflect-
ed a consistent pattern of  supply 
rooted in India's broader "Neighbour-
hood First" doctrine, which was now 
being tested under genuine crisis con-
ditions," the article noted.

India-UAE CEPA 
delivering tangible gains. He also 

noted that rising foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) inflows from the UAE, 
along with increased overseas invest-
ments by Indian firms, reflect deepen-
ing economic ties.

According to the minister, these 
gains are translating into real ben-
efits for exporters and entrepreneurs, 
strengthening India’s position in 
global trade.

Earlier in the day, Goyal also held 
a virtual meeting with UK Secretary 
of  State for Business and Trade, Peter 
Kyle, to further strengthen bilateral 
trade and investment ties.

Both sides explored ways to enhance 
economic cooperation while leverag-
ing the India-UK Comprehensive Eco-
nomic and Trade Agreement (CETA), 
the minister said.

Rapid Transformation
Kashmir and Ladakh – on August 5, 

2019, when it also abrogated Article 
370 of  the Constitution that gave spe-
cial status to the erstwhile state.

Shah said that the number of  bridg-
es has risen from 19 to 72 increasing 
the number by three times.

Spelling out development in other 
sectors, he said that mobile towers 
have increased from 344 to 653, while 
helipads have gone up from seven to 
41, he said. "Snow-clearing machines, 
crucial for the region, have increased 
from 60 to 215."

On power infrastructure, Shah said 
grid-related works have increased 
from 145 to 184, while distribution 
transformers have gone up from 1,182 
to 3,153.

"I am giving these figures on this 
scale because after becoming a Union 
Territory, it (Ladakh) has remained 
the focus of  the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment, the focus of  the prime min-
ister of  the country, and so many 
development works have taken place 
together," the minister said.

He said the impact of  better infra-
structure was visible in road con-
nectivity, with the Zojila Pass, which 
earlier remained shut for 127 days, 
remaining closed for only 19 days this 
year. "The Kargil-Leh road, which ear-
lier remained closed for nearly 175 
days, was shut for only 11 days."

Shah said work on the Zojila tunnel 
is in progress, construction of  the 
Shinkun La tunnel has started and a 
new civil airport is also coming up.

He said that VSAT connectivity has 
been extended to all panchayats and 
major work has been undertaken to 
upgrade telecom towers.

In the education sector, Shah said 
Sindhu Central University has been 
established, 174 ICT labs set up, 130 
smart classrooms created, 40 science 
laboratories built and 24 Atal Tinker-
ing Labs established.

He said Ladakh became a fully lit-
erate administrative unit in 2024 and 
claimed there was no illiterate person 
left in the region.

"Nearly 98 per cent households have 
been provided tap water connections 
under the Har Ghar Jal scheme, while 
substantial work has also been car-
ried out in agriculture and horticul-

ture," he said.
Shah said Ladakh’s budget has risen 

from Rs 1,000 crore when it was part 
of  the erstwhile Jammu and Kashmir 
state to Rs 6,000 crore now. 

He also announced the formation 
of  the Sindhu Infrastructure Devel-
opment Corporation, saying it would 
play an important role in promot-
ing industrial growth in the coming 
years. “We want this border region to 
become self-reliant,” Shah said.

He asserted that development in 
the UT is because of  the vision of  the 
prime minister.(PTI)

PDP Failed To Support
Rs 10,000 due to rising fuel prices 

amid the ongoing global crisis. “Haji 
Saheb is very worried. Because of  the 
crisis, fuel prices have increased and 
so has the cost. There is nothing we 
can do about it,” he said.

He said people are praying for peace 
as rising costs continue to affect pil-
grims. “We have asked God to bring 
peace so that we can get rid of  these 
problems,” he added.

On India-Pakistan relations, Abdul-
lah reiterated that dialogue is neces-
sary for peace but declined to com-
ment further in view of  the evolving 
situation. “This is about both coun-
tries. We have to think about both. I 
cannot say anything more,” he said.

On the Rajya Sabha elections, he 
said the Peoples Democratic Party did 
not support his party. “They did not 
vote for us. Ask them who they voted 
for. Only God knows,” he said.

Reacting to reports regarding Urdu 
in the revenue department, Abdullah 
dismissed them as incorrect. “Noth-
ing has been decided. People have 
been asked for their opinion. Urdu 
is our language and it will not end in 
Jammu and Kashmir,” he said. Jam-
muKashmir travel

Hitting out at opposition parties, 
Abdullah accused them of  being 
responsible for the region’s past prob-
lems. “They have nothing else to say. 
They are responsible for the destruc-
tion here. Those shedding tears today 
should not be forgotten,” he said. 
(KNS)

Qatar Airways Flies
with the National Testing Agency 

in India and will keep all concerned 
informed about further developments 
and updates.

The Embassy continues to operate 
its Control Room along with helplines, 
email and WhatsApp services to 
address queries and concerns of  the 
Indian community members.

Kashmiri Pandit Community celebrates 
Ganesh Chaturthi in Sogam

8th CPC to visit 

Srinagar from June 1–4
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The 8th Cen-
tral Pay Commission (CPC) 
is scheduled to visit Sri-
nagar Jammu & Kashmir, 
from June 1 to June 4, 2026 
(Monday to Thursday).

A notice issued by Director 
8th CPC in this regard reads, 
“Concerned stakeholders 
including Organizations/Insti-
tutions of  Central Government 

as well as Jammu & Kashmir 
(UT) and Unions/Associations 
desirous of  interacting with 
the Commission at Srinagar 
may kindly submit memoran-
dum at Commission’s web-
site (https://8cpc.gov.in) and 
thereafter, submit their request 
seeking an appointment vide 
https://nicforms.nic.in/
enRhYmxINjlmMzRlYzY1M-
jkyNTIwMjYwNDMwODE=, 
on or before 16th May, 2026, 

along with ‘unique memo Id’ 
generated after submitting 
memorandum”.

The Notice adds that 
details regarding the venue 
and meeting schedule will be 
communicated to the appli-
cants at a later stage.

It is further reads that the 
Commission will hold similar 
meetings in other cities across 
various States and Union Ter-
ritories in due course.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

Kupwara: Kashmiri Pandit 
community celebrated 
Ganesh Chaturthi in Sogam, 
Lolab Valley, after more 
than 35 years marking a sig-
nificant step in the restora-
tion of  religious and cultur-
al practices in the region.

The programme was orga-
nized by Sanatan Sabha 
Sogam with active support 

from the District Adminis-
tration, Kupwara and Kup-
wara Police.

 Several hundred devo-
tees visited temple complex 
Sogam and performed puja 
with deep devotion and 
sanctity, creating a spiri-
tually charged and festive 
atmosphere.

Sub-divisional Admin-
istration headed by SDM 
Lolab ensured adequate 

arrangements for Ganesh 
Chaturthi. Local residents 
supported the event by 
assisting in arrangements, 
reflecting a renewed sense 
of  communal harmony.

Deputy Commissioner 
Kupwara termed the reviv-
al of  the Ganesh Chaturthi 
Mela an important step.He 
visited Sogam Temple and 
interacted with the commu-
nity. Necessary steps being 

taken by administration to 
improve sanitation and ren-
ovation of  temple area.

Members of  the Pandit 
community described the 
occasion as emotional and 
symbolic of  reconnecting 
with their ancestral roots 
and expressed appreciation 
for support given by Admin-
istration and police for 
smooth conduct of  Ganesh 
Chaturthi Mela.

DAR MATTING SHOP
DEALS IN:- BLANKETS, BED SHEETS, BED COVERS, PILLOW COVERS, DOOR MATS, ROOM SHEETS, GRAPHICS, LINING, ROTTERY & MUCH MORE

ADDRESS:- SADAT MARKET, NEAR PNB, SHADIPORA SUMBAL +91- 9906230114-  6006600834
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Bengal BJP candidates 
welcome re-polling, urge EC 
to include more booths

IANS

KOLKATA: Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) candi-
dates on Friday welcomed 
the Election Commission's 
decision to conduct re-poll-
ing at 15 polling booths in 
two Assembly constituen-
cies, Magrahat (Paschim) 
and Diamond Harbour, 
both in South 24 Parganas 
district of  West Bengal. 

Following complaints of  
"tampering" of  the Electron-
ic Voting Machine (EVM) 
button besides the name 
and symbol of  the Bharatiya 
Janata Party candidate from 
Falta, the Election Commis-
sion of  India had ordered a 
thorough investigation into 
the matter.

Hailing the move, BJP 
candidate from Bhaba-
nipur and Nandigram 
constituencies, Suvendu 
Adhikari said: "The deci-
sion for Magrahat West is 
welcome, but in Diamond 
Harbour, it should happen 
in more booths."

"There, it's only happen-
ing in four booths. Repolls 
should be held in the 
entire Falta segment, or it 
should happen in at least 60 
booths," he told reporters.

On being asked that the 
repolling order has not 
come for the Falta con-
stituency, Adhikari said: 

"They (Election Commis-
sion) must be thinking 
something. There are some 
procedures, such as CCTV 
footage, observer's report, 
and presiding officer's 
handbook."

"There are certain sys-
tems, and they are doing 
according to them. We fully 
respect the Election Com-
mission. We do not talk like 
the way (Chief  Minister) 
Mamata Banerjee does," 
he said.

BJP candidate from 
Noapara Assembly con-
stituency, Arjun Singh, 

also asserted that the re-
polling decision is correct.

"The way EVM tamper-
ing was done and if  even 
a single person is unable 
to cast his or her vote, it is 
the Election Commission's 
responsibility to conduct 
voting again," he said.

However, Trinamool 
Congress leader Kunal 
Ghosh disapproved of  
the re-polling and alleged 
that the process is being 
demanded "forcefully".

He said, "Whatever they 
want to do, it's not right. 
There was peaceful voting. 

They are demanding a 
repoll forcefully."

Ghosh claimed that in 
whichever booth re-polling 
will take place, "Trinamool 
Congress will win with a 
big majority".

Of  the 15 polling booths 
where re-polling will be 
held on Saturday, 11 are in 
Magrahat (Paschim), and 
four are in Diamond Har-
bour. Polling in both these 
Assembly constituen-
cies was conducted in the 
second phase of  the two-
phase Assembly elections 
in West Bengal on April 29. 

Over 49.8 lakh LPG cylinders delivered 
in a day, fresh bookings at 41.6 lakh

IANS

NEW DELHI: More than 
49.8 lakh domestic Liq-
uefied Petroleum Gas 
cylinders were delivered 
on April 30, while fresh 
bookings were recorded 
for 41.6 lakh cylinders, as 
the supply of  cooking gas 
remains normal in the 
country, with no dry-outs 
reported at retail distribu-
torships despite the supply 
chain disruption due to the 
Middle East conflict.

Online domestic Liq-
uefied Petroleum Gas 
cylinder bookings have 
increased to 98 per cent, 
while authentication code-
based deliveries to the 
registered mobile number 
of  the consumer have 
increased to around 93 per 
cent to prevent diversion at 
the distributor level.

Retail prices of  petrol 
and diesel  remain 
unchanged despite the 
global spike in oil prices, 
and adequate stocks of  
both fuels are available at 
all petrol pumps across the 
country.

However, oil marketing 
companies are undertak-
ing calibrated price revi-
sions aligned with prevail-
ing international trends 
for a small set of  products 
catering primarily to com-
mercial and industrial 
segments, such as jet fuel 
and commercial Liquefied 
Petroleum Gas, the state-
ment said.

Meanwhile, enforce-
ment actions continue 
across the country to curb 
hoarding and black market-
ing of  Liquefied Petroleum 
Gas. More than 2,300 raids 
were conducted across the 
country on Thursday.

Public sector oil com-
panies have strengthened 
and continued surprise 
inspections, imposing 
penalties on 342 Liquefied 
Petroleum Gas distribu-
torships, and 73 have been 
suspended so far.

Show-cause notices 
were issued to 46 Liquefied 
Petroleum Gas distributors 
on Thursday, and penalties 
were imposed on six dis-
tributorships, while one 
was suspended.

The supply of  cooking 
gas remains normal, with 
no dry-outs reported at 
retail distributorships.

Over 43,200 Piped Natu-
ral Gas consumers have 
surrendered their Lique-
fied Petroleum Gas con-
nections via MYPNGD on 
the website till Thursday, 
helping ease pressure on 
Liquefied Petroleum Gas 
demand.

The Ministry of  Petro-
leum and Natural Gas 
further stated that it is 
taking steps to ensure the 
uninterrupted availability 
of  petroleum products and 
Liquefied Petroleum Gas 
across the country, in the 
context of  the closure of  
the Strait of  Hormuz.

Citizens are advised 
to avoid panic buying of  
petrol, diesel, and Lique-
fied Petroleum Gas, and 
to beware of  rumours and 
rely on official sources 
for accurate information. 
Liquefied Petroleum Gas 
consumers are requested 
to use digital booking plat-
forms and avoid visiting 
distributors.

All refineries are operat-
ing at high capacity with 
adequate crude invento-
ries, while sufficient stocks 
of  petrol and diesel are 
being maintained. Local 
Liquefied Petroleum Gas 
production from refineries 
has been increased to sup-
port domestic consump-
tion, the statement added.

‘Technology reshaping justice’, 

says CJI as Sikkim becomes 

India’s first paperless judiciary 

IANS

GANGTOK:  Sikkim 
on Friday was officially 
declared the country’s first 
paperless judiciary, mark-
ing a major milestone in 
India’s judicial digitalisa-
tion drive. The formal dec-
laration was made by Chief  
Justice of  India (CJI) Surya 
Kant during a conclave 
in Gangtok, attended by 
judges, legal experts, advo-
cates, and policymakers 
from across the country.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Chief  Justice of  
India said access to justice 
in remote and difficult ter-
rains was undergoing a 
fundamental transforma-
tion through technology. 
He noted that for litigants 
in the past, distance was 
measured not in kilome-
tres but in days of  travel, 
uncertainty, and hardship.

With the rise of  digital 
systems, citizens are now 
directly connected to judi-
cial forums, reducing pro-
cedural delays and reliance 
on physical paperwork.

The two-day conclave, 
organised by the High 
Court of  Sikkim and the 
Sikkim Judicial Academy, 
is centred on the theme 
“Technology and Judicial 
Education”. Discussions 
are focusing on the future 
of  digital courts, capacity 
building, and modernisa-
tion of  judicial institutions.

Speaking at the event, 
Supreme Court Judge J.K. 

Maheshwari described the 
declaration as a remark-
able achievement. He said 
a paperless judiciary does 
not replace human judg-
ment but removes barri-
ers such as misplaced files, 
physical distance, and pro-
cedural inconvenience.

According to him, the 
true purpose of  technol-
ogy in justice delivery is to 
eliminate obstacles between 
citizens and the courts.

President of  the Bar 
Association of  Sikkim, 
Tashi Rapden Barphun-
gpa, termed the develop-
ment a landmark moment 
for the Himalayan state. He 
said it was historic that a 
small state like Sikkim had 
set an example for the rest 
of  the country by becoming 
the first to adopt a paper-
less judiciary.

He recalled that there 
had been initial hesitation 
among members of  the Bar 
when the electronic court 
system was introduced. 
However, as lawyers grad-
ually adapted to the new 
system and experienced 

improved efficiency, most 
concerns subsided.

Barphungpa said the ini-
tiative would significantly 
enhance transparency and 
accessibility, especially in 
a state like Sikkim, where 
travel is often disrupted 
by landslides and adverse 
weather during the mon-
soon.

Digital filing and vir-
tual appearances, he said, 
would allow lawyers and 
litigants to participate in 
proceedings from their 
homes or offices.

Senior Advocate of  the 
High Court of  Sikkim, 
Jorgay Namka, said the 
recognition was a matter of  
pride and an opportunity 
for the state. He credited 
the achievement to sus-
tained cooperation among 
the judiciary, advocates, 
and the state government.

He said the shift to a 
paperless system would 
improve judicial connec-
tivity in remote parts of  
Sikkim and help ensure 
that justice reaches every 
citizen.

US Navy’s blockade of Iran hits 

China’s cheap oil deals: Report

IANS

NEW DELHI: The US 
Navy's blockade of  Iran has 
built economic pressure on 
Tehran that continues even 
though the ceasefire has 
led to a temporary pause 
in fighting, according to a 
new report.

The blockade has also 
hit China’s purchases of  
Iran’s oil, at discounted 
prices, deals for which 
were being carried out 
through a covert financial 
system and a fleet of  ghost 
tankers.

According to an article 
in Sky News Australia, 
Iran’s Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps (IRGC) 
has sustained itself  
through shell companies, 
rotating ship identities, 
and shadow banking cor-
ridors that kept oil revenue 
flowing outside the formal 
financial system.

The article highlights 
that earlier, the US kept tar-
geting individual aspects 
of  this covert system put in 
place by China and Iran to 
circumvent western sanc-
tions. However, this time 
around, the US is aiming 
to dismantle the entire net-
work that in the past has 
managed to survive the 
limited action.

It points out that earlier, 
this clandestine ecosystem 
survived as China built the 
infrastructure to sustain 
it. This included a shadow 
banking network which 
concealed the origin of  Ira-
nian crude oil, rotating ship 
identities, and layering pay-

ments through third-coun-
try intermediaries.

China’s “teapot refin-
ery” sector, comprising 
small coastal refineries, 
processed most of  Iran's 
oil exports, while carrying 
out these deals through 
the US financial system in 
dollars and providing the 
IRGC the hard currency 
which was required to 
finance missiles, drones, 
and weapons transfers to 
regional proxies such as 
Hezbollah, Hamas and the 
Houthi rebels.

The article also states 
that China was also using 
Iran as “a rehearsal 
space,” so that it could use 
these evasion methods on a 
much wider scale for itself  
if  required to evade US 
sanctions.

The IRGC operated a 
rotating fleet of  tankers 
under falsified identities to 
conceal Iranian crude ship-
ments to Chinese buyers, 
while Hengli Petrochemi-
cal, China's second-largest 

independent refinery, 
received more than five 
million barrels of  IRGC-
affiliated crude through 
that same network, the 
article points out.

“The arrangement 
served Beijing on both 
ends, with Chinese refiners 
purchasing Iranian crude 
at steep discounts unavail-
able on open markets, 
while every successful 
evasion transaction simul-
taneously stress-tested the 
financial infrastructure 
Xi intended to activate 
over Taiwan,” the article 
observes.

However, there has 
been a big setback to this 
entire network as in the 
latest action, the US has 
sanctioned 35 entities and 
individuals running Iran's 
shadow banking system, 
hitting 19 shadow fleet 
vessels simultaneously, 
and putting every com-
pany paying IRGC tolls for 
Strait of  Hormuz passage 
on notice, the article added.

India’s power 

consumption rises by 

modest 4 pc in April

IANS

NEW DELHI: India's 
power consumption wit-
nessed a modest 4.04 per 
cent growth to 153.99 bil-
lion units (BU) in April 
compared to the same 
month of  the previous 
year, while demand for 
power remained low 
during the first half  of  the 
month as unseasonal rains 
cooled down temperature, 
according to official data.

The country's total 
power consumption was 
148.01 BU in April 2025.

India's peak power 
demand soared to a record 
high of  256.11 GW on April 
25 as the heat wave inten-
sified across the country, 
which forced both domes-
tic and commercial con-
sumers to step up the use 
of  air conditioners and 
other cooling devices, data 
compiled by the power 
ministry showed.

Experts expect the peak 
power demand to rise even 
further with the power min-
istry estimating it at 270 GW 
for this summer season. A 
sustained rise in tempera-
tures since mid-April led to 
a steep increase in electric-
ity consumption.

Temperatures in several 
regions have risen by as 
much as been significantly 
above 5 degrees Celsius or 
more above normal, indi-
cating a developing heat 
stress scenario across parts 
of  the country, according 
to the India Meteorological 

Department.
Last summer, the peak 

power demand was 242.77 
GW, recorded in June 2025, 
but stayed below the gov-
ernment's estimate of  277 
GW.

Experts said that power 
demand and consumption 
will further increase from 
May onwards, as the India 
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) has projected 
a harsh summer this year.

Solar energy is rap-
idly emerging as a central 
pillar of  India's power mix, 
helping the country meet 
rising electricity demand 
while reducing depen-
dence on fossil fuels.

As per the Ministry 
of  New and Renewable 
Energy, India crossed 
150.26 GW of  installed 
solar capacity as of  March 
31, 2026, marking one of  
the fastest expansions in 
the energy space. This 
surge has been driven by 
record annual additions 
in FY 2025–26, positioning 
solar as the country's fast-
est-growing power source.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) has 
issued a warning of  an 
intense heatwave across 
India from April to June 
2026, with above-normal 
heatwave days expected in 
the northern Indo-Gangetic 
plains, central India, and 
eastern coastal states. Tem-
peratures could exceed 45 
degree Celsius in several 
regions, with high humidity 
compounding the risk to life.

India and Armenia discuss current geostrategic situation, expanding military engagement
IANS

NEW DELHI: Chief  of  Army 
Staff  (COAS) General Upen-
dra Dwivedi held a meeting 
with Chief  of  the General 
Staff  of  the Armed Forces of  
Armenia, Lieutenant General 
Edvard Asryan in New Delhi 
on Friday, with talks focused 
on the current geostrategic sit-
uation, strengthening defence 
cooperation, expanding mili-
tary engagement and advanc-
ing collaboration between two 
nations in areas of  mutual 
interest.

"Lieutenant General Edvard 
Asryan, Chief  of  the General 
Staff  of  the Armed Forces of  

the Republic of  Armenia, called 
on General Upendra Dwivedi, 
COAS. The interaction focused 
on the current geostrategic 
situation, strengthening India-
Armenia Defence Cooperation, 
expanding military engagement 
and advancing collaboration in 
areas of  mutual interest," Indian 
Army's Additional Directorate 
General of  Public Information 
(ADGPI) stated on X.

Currently on an official visit to 
India, Lieutenant General Asryan 
had called on Defence Secretary 
Rajesh Kumar Singh in the capi-
tal earlier, discussing issues relat-
ed to defence cooperation.

"During his official visit to 
India, First Deputy Minister 

of  Defence of  the Republic of  
Armenia, Chief  of  the General 
Staff  of  the Armed Forces, Lieu-
tenant General Edvard Asryan 

met with the Defence Secretary 
of  India Rajesh Kumar Singh," 
Armenia's Ministry of  Defence 
posted on X.

"Issues related to Armenia-
India cooperation in the defence 
sector were discussed," it added.

On Tuesday, Lieutenant 
General Asryan held a meet-
ing with Chief  of  Air Staff  
Air Chief  Marshal, A P Singh, 
with discussions focused on 
enhancing operational coop-
eration, interoperability and 
strengthening bilateral air 
power ties.

"Lt Gen Edvard Asryan, 
Chief  of  the General Staff  of  
the Armed Forces of  Armenia 
on an official visit to India, 
called on Air Chief  Marshal 
AP Singh, Chief  of  the Air 
Staff, Indian Air Force. Dis-
cussions focused on enhanc-

ing operational cooperation, 
interoperability and strength-
ening bilateral air power ties," 
Indian Air Force - Media Co-
ordination Centre posted on X.

According to the statement 
released by Armenia's Minis-
try of  Defence, the two offi-
cials discussed issues related 
to bilateral cooperation in the 
defence sector.

Lieutenant General Edvard 
Asryan also met Chief  of  
Defence Staff  (CDS) General 
Anil Chauhan and discussed 
ways to have joint ventures in 
the development of  military 
hardware.

"General Anil Chauhan 
CDS held discussions with 

Lt General Edvard Asryan, 
Chief  of  the General Staff  
of  Armenia, during his offi-
cial visit to India. The Gen-
eral officer was received by 
the CDS and was accorded a 
Guard of  Honour," Headquar-
ters of  Integrated Defence 
Staff  posted on X.

"The engagement reflected 
the steady advancement of  
India-Armenia Defence Rela-
tions. Both sides also explored 
avenues for joint ventures in 
the development of  military 
hardware, reaffirming their 
shared commitment to a robust, 
future-oriented and mutually 
beneficial strategic partner-
ship," it added.
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Movies ScheduleMovies Schedule
Saturday, 2 MaySaturday, 2 May

Raja Shivaji (U/A16+)
Hindi - 10:45 AM, 06:15 PM

BHOOTH BANGLA (U/A16+)
Hindi - 03:00 PM

Ek Din (U/A13+)
Hindi - 01:35 PM, 04:10 PM, 06:45 PM

Michael (U/A 13+)
English with English Subtitles 05:00 PM

The Devil Wears Prada 2(A)

English with English Subtitles
11:05 AM, 02:30 PM, 07:40 PM

Dhurandhar: The Revenge
Hindi - 10:35 AM

SRINAGAR
Call: 95416 13868 | For assistance with tickets
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Thomas & Uber Cup: India pack 
off Chinese Taipei to reach 
semis, assured of a medal

IANS 

HORSENS : Former cham-
pions India outplayed high-
er-ranked Chinese Taipei 
to storm into the semifinals 
and also assure themselves 
of  a medal in the Thomas 
& Uber Cup Finals 2026 
in Horsens, Denmark, on 
Friday.

The 2022 champions 
defeated a strong Taipei 
outfit 3-0 in the men’s 
quarterfinals and will 
now face the winner of  the 
match between Japan and 
France for a spot in the 
final. Lakshya Sen, Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy/Chirag 
Shetty, and Ayush Shetty 
won their respective ties to 
clinch victory for India in 
the quarterfinal clash.

World no. 6 Lakshya Sen 
set the ball rolling and gave 
India the winning start as 
he saved two match points 
in the second game to beat 
Chou Tien Chen 18-21, 
22-20, 21-17 in an hour and 
28 minutes.

The opening match 
between Sen and Chou, 
who had a 4-4 head-to-head 
record before this clash, 
was a topsy-turvy affair 
as both players overcame 
a sizeable deficit in the 
first two games to take the 
match to a decider.

While Chou fought back 
from 10-15 in the first, Sen 
trailed 14-17 in the second 
before saving two match 
points. Sen, the two-time 
All-England finalist, then 
kept his nose ahead in the 
third with a strong attack-
ing play to hand India the 
first point.

The former Asian cham-
pions Rankireddy and 
Shetty then made it 2-0 for 
India with a clinical show-
ing in the decider.

The Indian combination 
had saved two game points 
to take the opening game 
against Chiu Hsiang Chieh 

and Wang Chi-Lin. Though 
they lost the close second 
game, Satwik and Chirag 
raised their levels in the 
decider and registered 
their third straight win 
over the Taipei pair.

This meant that Asian 
championships silver med-
allist Ayush Shetty had a 
chance to wrap up the 
quarterfinal for India, and 
the 20-year-old delivered 
the final blow.

Shetty,  who had 
remained unbeaten 
throughout the group 
stage, outmuscled reign-
ing All England champion 
Lin Chun-Yi 21-16, 21-17 
in 48 minutes to kick off  
celebrations in the Indian 
camp. Shetty had over-
turned a 10-12 deficit in 
the opening game by bag-
ging seven straight points 
and never looked back 
from there on. He always 
looked in control in the 
second game, underlining 
his development as a top-
class shuttler in the last 
few months.

India will meet the 
winner of  the match 
between France and Japan 
in the semifinals, which 
will take place on Saturday, 
before the tournament cul-

minates with the final the 
following day.

In 2022, India made it to 
the Thomas Cup semifinal 
for the first time in 43 years. 
Previously, Indian men had 
reached the Thomas Cup 
semi-final in 1952, 1955, and 
1979.

Sen pulled off  a stun-
ning come-from-behind 
victory against Chou Tien 
Chen, handing India a vital 
lead in their Thomas Cup 
knockout tie.

The match appeared to 
be slipping away from the 
Indian ace as he faced three 
match points in the second 
game, but he held the nerve 
to save all three, forcing the 
match into a decider.

The third game saw a 
complete shift in momen-
tum. Sen outmanoeuvred 
Chen, mixing deceptive 
net play with cross-court 
smashes. He raced to a 
commanding lead early in 
the set, leaving Chen strug-
gling to find answers to his 
pace. Despite a late surge 
from the Chinese Taipei 
star to narrow the gap, 
Sen closed out the match 
to secure a win.

In the second tie, Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and 
Chirag Shetty overcame 

an 18-20 deficit to take the 
opening game 23-21. The 
second game remained 
tight, with both pairs 
locked at 8-8 in the early 
exchanges. The Indians 
appeared to be in a prime 
position to wrap up the 
match in straight games, 
holding a comfortable 14-11 
lead, but the Taipei refused 
to buckle under the pres-
sure and clawed their way 
back into the contest by 
taking the second game 
and taking the match into 
a decider.

In the deciding game, 
the Indian pair raced to 
an early 9-3 lead and main-
tained a commanding 
six-point cushion at the 
mid-game interval. After 
the break, Satwik-Chirag 
surged ahead to 13-6 and 
quickly extended the gap 
to 15-7 before sealing the 
match and extending 
India's lead to 2-0.

Result:
Men: India bt Chinese 

Taipei 3-0 (Lakshya Sen 
bt Chou Tien Chen 18-21, 
22-20, 21-17; Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy/Chirag Shetty 
bt Chiu Hsiang Chieh/
Wang Chi-Lin 23-21, 19-21, 
21-12; Ayush Shetty vs Lin 
Chun-Yi 21-16, 21-17)

Two head-to-head duels could decide 

Champions League qualification in Bundesliga
IANS 

BERLIN: Though Bayern 
Munich has secured the 
Bundesliga title, the race 
for a UEFA Champions 
League spot from Ger-
many remains wide-open, 
with four teams staying in 
contention.

This weekend's direct 
duels, pitting sixth-ranked 
Leverkusen against third-
placed Leipzig, and fourth-
ranked Stuttgart against 
fifth-placed Hoffenheim, 
heighten the tension. 
Stuttgart have reached 
the 2026 German Cup final 
against Bayern on May 23 
and qualified for next sea-
son's Europa League, but 
coach Sebastian Hoeness 
has a higher target. "We are 
currently fourth, and it's 
clear that we want to push 
through to the Champi-
ons League," Hoeness said 
ahead of  Saturday's game 
against Hoffenheim.

Hoeness regarded the 
Champions League as an 
additional source of  moti-
vation. "Two years ago, we 
experienced how exciting 
it is to play in Europe's best 
arenas and to challenge the 

best clubs," he said.
Stuttgart are facing 

the possible departure 
of  several key players. 
The media reported that 
German internationals, 
including Angelo Stiller, 
Deniz Undav, and Jamie 
Leweling, have attracted 
the attention of  leading 
European clubs.

Leverkusen is trying to 
catch up, and coach Kasper 
Hjulmand is reported to 
possibly lose his job if  the 
team fails to qualify for the 

Champions League.
For them, the outcomes 

of  the duels against Leipzig 
and Stuttgart seem like the 
last chances to turn things 
around.

Bayern Munich still 
believe they can reach the 
UEFA Champions League 
final after a dramatic 5-4 
defeat to Paris Saint-Ger-
main in the semifinal first 
leg, chairman Jan-Chris-
tian Dreesen said.

Speaking at a late-night 
team function in Paris, 

Dreesen recalled the ten-
sion of  the match, in which 
Bayern trailed 5-2 before 
mounting a late fightback. 
"If  you are down 2-5, you are 
initially dead. You sit in the 
stands and think: Oh dear, 
how is this going to end?" he 
said. "But what happened 
after that was historic and 
unique." Dreesen praised 
the team's resilience, saying 
the comeback had kept Bay-
ern's hopes alive ahead of  
the second leg in Munich 
on May 6.

IPL 2026: 'It is a total we can defend', says 

Jurel after RR post 225/6 vs DC
IANS 

JAIPUR: Dhruv Jurel expressed 
satisfaction with Rajasthan Royals’ 
strong finish with the bat, backing 
their total of  225/6 against Delhi Capi-
tals as defendable while highlighting 
the collective effort and a crucial 
rebuilding partnership with Riyan 
Parag after early setbacks in their 
Indian Premier League (IPL) 2026 
clash in Jaipur on Friday.

"Everyone is really happy. The way 
we finished, even in the last match, 
everyone is contributing, which is 
good for the team. It is a total we can 
defend," Jurel told the broadcasters 
during the mid-innings break.

Rajasthan Royals captain Riyan 
Parag led with a gritty and command-
ing knock of  90. However, a late burst 

from Mitchell Starc helped Delhi Cap-
itals regain crucial momentum as RR 
posted a competitive total of  225/6 in 
20 overs at Sawai Mansingh Stadium 
following early setbacks.

Jurel, who himself  played a knock 
of  42 runs, added 102 runs in 59 deliv-
eries with the skipper after the early 
loss of  wickets.

"Like you said, it is a long tourna-
ment. You need to assess the condi-
tions and play according to that. We 
did that, Riyan and I had a chat about 
how we can go about it, after losing 
two early wickets. We wanted to take 
the team into a position where the 
middle order can finish the innings," 
said Jurel.

RR's innings got a late lift from 
Donovan Ferreira, who produced a 
remarkable cameo. After struggling 
against Kuldeep, Ferreira turned the 
tide, scoring 47 off  just 14 balls. His 
assault included several sixes off  
near-perfect yorkers, as RR raced to 
226/5.

Big stage, brave hearts: Indian women's 

football team ready for U17 Asian Cup 

return against Australia

IANS

SUZHOU (CHINA): Sat-
urday will mark another 
landmark moment of  the 
year for Indian women’s 
football as the U17 nation-
al team kicks off  their 
AFC U17 Women’s Asian 
Cup China 2026 campaign 
against Australia.

It will be India’s first 
appearance at the U17 
Women’s Asian Cup since 
2005, marking the end 
of  a 21-year wait at this 
level. More significantly, 
it completes a rare and 
historic sequence in 2026, 
with India's third women's 
Asian Cup appearance fol-
lowing the senior team and 
the U20 side.

Head coach Pamela 
Conti underlined the 
mood in the camp as the 
team stands on the cusp 
of  their opening match. “I 
think everyone is excited 
and really eager for it to 
start,” she said. “We’ve 
been working for a long 
time, for many months. But 
it’s always a great feeling to 
play in important interna-
tional tournaments, espe-
cially representing a big, 
big country like India. So 
yes, we are ready for it,” 
she was quoted as saying 
by the All India Football 
Federation (AIFF).

India’s journey to this 
stage saw a structured 
and continuous build-up. 
Since January, the Young 
Tigresses have been 
in camp for over three 
months, primarily based 
in Bengaluru, focusing on 
physical, technical, and 
tactical development.

They arrive in China 
after a series of  com-
petitive tours – winning 
the SAFF U19 Women’s 
Championship in Febru-
ary, securing two victo-
ries against fellow Asian 
Cup qualifying side Myan-
mar in Yangon in March, 
and testing themselves in 
the three friendly games 
against Russia in Sochi in 
April. "For the first few 
days, it rained a lot, and 
it got cold,” Conti said 
about their arrival in 
Suzhou. “But now the sun 
is out. I think the play-
ers just needed to make 
some final adjustments, 
because we have already 
done a lot of  work in India 
and in Russia. Now we are 
ready,” she said.

The focus, lately, 
has been on the details, 
explained the Italian 
coach, who previously 
led Venezuela to the FIFA 
U20 Women's World Cup. 
“We've mostly been work-
ing on the tactical side, 

because the physical work 
had already been done 
earlier. We didn't want to 
push too hard physically 
in these last few days, so 
that the players don’t feel 
too heavy.”

The tournament in 
Suzhou has brought all 
12 participating teams 
together in a single envi-
ronment, housed at the 
Taimei Xiangguli Hotel 
and training and playing at 
the Suzhou Taihu Football 
Sports Centre – a facility 
with eight pitches (three 
match pitches and five 
training grounds) – located 
just a stone's throw away."

"Honestly, it's been per-
fect,” she said. “Today, 
it's beautiful with plenty 
of  sunshine. Hopefully, 
tomorrow has the same 
temperature, because it’s 
ideal for playing," Conti 
said on the eve of  the 
opener.

For the players, this 
tournament represents 
both a first experience and 
a defining opportunity. 
The journey didn't just 
begin in January, but cov-
ered a better part of  2025 
when the majority of  this 
batch of  players showcased 
excellent performances in 
the Asian Cup qualifiers, 
SAFF U17 Women's Cham-
pionship, and also the IWL 
2 with the Indian Arrows 
Women Juniors.

Reflecting on every-
thing, defender Abhista 
Basnett said, “We are final-
ly here after preparing for 
so many months. We are 
just one day away from our 
first game. “The feeling is 
very good. We are excited, 
and we will give our all. 
We have trained a lot over 
the past few months and 
worked very hard, so we 
are going to give our all 
out," she added.


