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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication J&K Police has been instrumental in forging a terror-free, 

crime-free UT where no insecurity overshadows civilian 
lives. The force has played a pivotal role in achieving 
remarkable milestones in good governance, innovation, 
social unity, and building a just society.

...India Slams Pak
400 People Killed In 
Pakistan Strike On 
Afghanistan Hospital

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

KABUL: At least 400 people 
have been killed and around 
250 injured in a Pakistani 
airstrike at a hospital in 
Afghanistan’s capital, 
Kabul, a Taliban spokesper-
son said early Tuesday.

Afghan officials said 
the strike hit the 2,000-
bed rehabilitation facil-
ity at around 9 p.m. local 
time (1630 GMT), causing 
extensive damage and 
leaving hundreds wound-
ed, in a major escalation 
of  the weekslong cross-
border fighting between 
the neighbors.

The deputy spokesper-
son for the Taliban govern-
ment, Hamdullah Fitrat, 
posted on X that the air-
strike on the hospital killed 
at least 400 people, with 
hundreds more injured.

“Rescue teams are cur-
rently at the scene work-
ing to control the fire and 
recover the remaining 
bodies of  the victims,” 
Fitrat said.

India on Tuesday 
(March 17, 2026) “unequiv-
ocally” condemned Paki-
stan’s bombing of  Omid 
Drug Addiction Treat-
ment Hospital in P-06

Second LPG Tanker 
Arrives In India; 22 
Ships Still Stranded

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: A second 
Indian-flagged LPG tanker 
reached the country early 
Tuesday after safely sailing 
from the war-hit Strait of  
Hormuz, and efforts are on 
to ensure the safe passage 
of  the remaining 22 Indian 
vessels still stranded in the 
conflict zone.

The LPG tanker, Nanda 
Devi, reached Kandla port 
in Gujarat at around 2.30 am 
this morning, said Rajesh 
Kumar Sinha, Special Secre-
tary in the Ministry of  Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways.

On Monday, the first ship, 
Shivalik, reached Mundra 
port in Gujarat.

The two ships are carry-
ing about 92,712 tonnes of  
LPG – equivalent to a day’s 
requirement of  cooking gas 
in the country.

“The two have started dis-
charge (of  LPG). Right now, 
Nanda Devi is doing a ship-to-
ship transfer – from mother 

ship to daughter ship,” he said 
at a media briefing.

Sinha said all Indian sea-
farers in the Persian Gulf  
region are safe and no ship-
ping incidents involving 
Indian vessels have been 
reported in the past 24 hours.

Two LPG carriers started 
their journey on March 13 
and crossed the Strait of  
Hormuz early on March 14.

This takes the number 
of  Indian-flagged vessels or 
ships to have safely navigated 
through the war zone to four.

Currently, 22 Indian-
flagged vessels carrying 611 
seafarers remain in the west-
ern Gulf, with the Director-
ate General of  Shipping (DG 
Shipping) monitoring opera-
tions closely in coordination 
with ship owners, agencies 
and Indian missions, he said.

The Strait of  Hormuz, the 
narrow waterway that con-
nects the Persian Gulf  to the 
open ocean, has effectively 
been shut following the US 
and Israel attack P-06

Elements Threat To Peace, Safety Of Innocents 
Will Have To Pay ‘Very Heavy Price’: LG Sinha
Attends Passing Out Parade Of J&K Police Constables At STC Talwara

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha Tuesday said that 
any individual or group that 
seeks to threaten the peace, 
law and order, or the safety of  
innocent civilians in Jammu 
Kashmir will have to pay a very 
heavy price.  

Addressing the Passing 
Out Parade of  the Constables 
at the STC Talwara, in Reasi, 
LG said any attempt to disrupt 
public peace, undermine com-
mercial activity, or incite vio-
lence shall be met with the full 
force of  the law and J&K Police 
is unequivocal in its commit-
ment to safeguard order and 
stability, and shall pursue all 
necessary measures against 
such acts, without exception.

Congratulating the brave-
hearts of  J&K Police on their 
successful completion of  the 
tough training, the Lieutenant 
Governor called upon them to 
focus on protecting Jammu 
Kashmir's achievements.

“J&K Police has been instru-
mental in forging a terror-free, 
crime-free UT where no inse-
curity overshadows civilian 
lives. The force has played 

a pivotal role in achieving 
remarkable milestones in good 
governance, innovation, social 
unity, and building a just soci-
ety. We must uproot separatist 
elements which are trying to 
divide people and derail devel-
opment. Let this serve as their 
stern warning,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
observed that every woman or 
man donning the J&K Police 
uniform pledges to exceed 
public expectations with supe-
rior standards.

“From today, public trust is 
your greatest asset- but earn 
it relentlessly through integ-
rity, impartiality, and empathy. 
Your role transcends enforcing 
law; embody its spirit and soul. 
I trust you will uphold every 
citizen's dignity in protection,” 
the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
stated that J&K Police stand 
fully committed to peace, secu-
rity, and democratic values, 
ensuring every citizen scale 
new height of  progress in tran-
quillity.

“With all resources and 
resolve, J&K Police pursue 
zero tolerance to terrorism. 
We are working on a multi-
pronged strategy with all the 
stakeholder agencies and soon 
J&K will be terror-free,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

A total of  430 Trainee Con-
stables passed out after their 
basic training and all trainees 
were administered the Oath. 
On the occasion, the Lieuten-
ant Governor awarded trophies 
to the trainee constables who 
excelled during their P-06

“J&K POLICE HAS BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN FORGING A TERROR-FREE, CRIME-FREE UT 
where no insecurity overshadows civilian lives. The force has played a pivotal role in achieving remarkable milestones 
in good governance, innovation, social unity, and building a just society. 

Snowfall, Rains Continue For 3Rd 
Consecutive Day In Kashmir  

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Several upper 
reaches of  Kashmir received 
fresh snowfall, while plains 
recorded rains for third con-
secutive day on Tuesday.

An official said that areas 
including Gurez, Karnah and 
Razdan Top experienced fresh 
snowfall, while light rainfall 
was reported in Srinagar and 
other plains of  the Valley.

The Meteorological Centre 
Srinagar said the sky is expect-
ed to remain partly cloudy 
with brief spells of light rain in 
plains and light snowfall over 
higher elevations at a few places 
till March 20.

The MeT office said a few 
upper reaches of  the Chenab 

Valley and parts of  South 
Kashmir may receive moder-
ate to heavy snowfall during 
this period.

After this spell, weather 
conditions are expected to 
improve for a few days. The 
department said the region is 
likely to remain generally dry 
from March 21 to March 25.

However, another spell of  
cloudy weather is expected 
between March 26 and March 
28, with the possibility of  
light rain in plains and light 
snowfall over higher reaches 
at scattered to many places.

The Meteorological 
Department has issued an 
advisory for travellers and 
the general public, particu-
larly those moving P-06

J&K Police Moving To Dense Forests, 
Mountains To Neutralise Terrorists: DGP 
Says We Are Not Allowing Nefarious Neighbour To Succeed In Its Designs

SAJID RAINA

REASI: Revealing that Jammu 
and Kashmir Police have changed 
tactics to counter terror, Director 
General of  Police Nalin Prabhat 
on Tuesday said the force is now 
carrying out operations in dense 
forests and mountainous areas to 
neutralise terrorists operating in 
the region.

Addressing a passing out 
parade of  the constables at the 
STC Talwara here, the DGP, said, 
“Over the past two years the J&K 
Police altered its operational 
strategy and intensified action 
in remote forests and mountains 
where terrorists have attempted 
to regroup.”

He said, “The battle has shift-
ed to jungles and upper reaches. 
We are moving upwards into 
these areas to get them (terror-
ists) and destroy their hideouts.”

DGP Prabhat said Police are 
now actively engaging terror-
ists in forests of  Udhampur and 
Kathua Districts.

In an apparent reference to 
Pakistan, the DGP said, “Our 
operations are aimed at coun-
tering terrorists who are sent by 
our nefarious neighbour. We are 
not allowing them to succeed in 

their evil plans.”
Recalling last year’s “Opera-

tion Mahadev,” the DGP said 
security forces eliminated three 
Pakistani terrorists during the 
operation. “The terrorists were 
responsible for the killing of  26 
civilians in the Baisaran (Pahal-
gam) area. Police had pursued 
them deep inside the forest 
before neutralising them.”

The J&K Police Chief  also 
highlighted the force’s outreach 
programmes and its engagement 
with local communities across 
the Union Territory.

He said the police maintained 
close ties with society and had 
conducted around 5300 “Thana 
Diwas” programmes in the past 
year to strengthen interaction 
with the public and address local 
concerns.

DGP Prabhat also spoke about 
the police campaign P-06

'Moderate Increase In J&K’s Central 
Assistance Allocation For 2026–27'

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The Department-
related Standing Committee on 
the Ministry of Home Affairs 
has observed that there has 
been a moderate increase in the 
allocation for Jammu & Kash-
mir in the Budget Estimates for 
2026–27 compared to the previ-
ous year.

In its report tabled in the 
Lok Sabha on Monday, the 
Committee stated that while 
the allocation for 2026–27 
reflects a moderate increase 
over the previous year, greater 
alignment between projected 
requirements and approved 
allocations, improved plan-
ning of  project-linked expen-
diture, and an enhanced focus 

on capital formation would 
contribute to more effective 
and outcome-oriented utilisa-
tion of  funds.

According to the report, 
the Union Territory was 
allocated Rs 43290.29 crores 
against a projected require-
ment of  Rs 50,640.02 crores.

The Committee observed 
that there is scope for 
enhancing capital support to 
facilitate asset creation and 
long-term growth.

“The Committee further 
notes that support for capital 
expenditure has remained 
constant at Rs 101.77 crores 
and has been fully utilised 
during 2025–26 (till 31st Janu-
ary 2026). In the Committee’s 
view, given the P-06

Sluggish Markets Cast Shadow Over Eid-ul-Fitr In Kashmir
Traders Cite Multiple Factors Behind Slowest Business In Years

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: The festive buzz 
that traditionally sweeps 
Kashmir's markets in the 
days before Eid-ul-Fitr is 
missing this year, with trad-
ers across the Valley describ-
ing one of  the slowest pre-Eid 
seasons in living memory. 
They say that the effects of  
the Pahalgam attack, a bad 
apple season, rising prices, 
and global oil problems have 
all made families spend 
much less money.

"We have never seen such 
dullness before Eid. Usually, 
by this time, markets remain 
crowded till late evening, but 
now there are barely any cus-
tomers," said Bashir Ahmad, 
a trader from Shopian. "Sales 
are at an all-time low, and it 
is becoming difficult to even 
cover daily expenses."

Traders said that while Eid 

shopping traditionally cen-
tred on clothes, footwear and 
bakery items, this year people 
were buying only essentials. 
They said the decline has been 
building since autumn, with 
hopes of  a pre-Eid recovery 
now fading.

Mohammad Shafi Ganaie, 
a trader from Anantnag, said 
the damage ran deep. "People 
suffered losses due to low tour-

ism after the Pahalgam attack 
last year and low apple demand 
due to highway closures. They 
are just buying essential com-
modities," he said.

Rouf  Ahmad, a member 
of  the Traders Association 
in Pulwama, said sales had 
plummeted to a level where 
many were worried about 
sustaining their businesses. 
He cited global war tensions, 

rising crude oil prices and 
a shift in local investment 
towards high-density farm-
ing as compounding factors.

According to traders, tour-
ism plays a crucial role in 
boosting local trade, and the 
lack of adequate tourist inflow 
has had a cascading effect on 
the overall economy.

"Last year's tourism was not 
as good as expected, and that 
has directly affected our earn-
ings," said Ghulam Nabi, a gar-
ment shop owner in Anantnag. 
"People associated with tour-
ism – cab drivers, hotel workers 
and guides – have less money 
this year, which means less 
spending in markets."

The horticulture sector 
also faced challenges. Apple 
growers said they faced a 
"punishing" season, They 
added that low demand and 
poor returns left an entire 
segment of  Kashmir's P-06

Mortal Remains Of Two 
Indian Nationals From 
Oman Arrived In India: MEA

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: The mortal remains of  
two of  the five Indian nationals who 
lost their lives amid the conflict in 
West Asia have been brought back to 
India, while efforts are underway for 
the early repatriation of  the mortal 
remains of  other three, a government 
official said on Tuesday.

Addressing a press conference in 
the national capital, Additional Secre-
tary (Gulf) in the Ministry of  External 
Affairs, Aseem Mahajan, underlined 
that the safety and the wellbeing of  
the Indian community continues to 
remain the highest priority.

He made the remarks during the 
Inter-Ministerial Briefing on recent 
developments in West Asia.

“The mortal remains of  the two 
Indian nationals who unfortunately 
lost their lives in the incident in Sohar 
city in Oman have been received 
by the families in Jaipur today. We 
express our deepest condolences to 
the families of  the deceased,” the 
MEA official said.

He said that the embassy remains 
in regular contact with the hospital 
authorities and the P-06

Evacuation Of Students From 
Iran Hits Delays As Families 
Demand Faster Action
Kashmir Parents Call For Direct 
Flights, Smoother Border Crossings

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: Anxiety contin-
ues to mount among parents 
in Jammu and Kashmir as 
the evacuation process of  
Indian students stranded 
abroad faces delays, logis-
tical challenges, and what 
families describe as an inad-
equate response from the 
Government of  India.

Despite ongoing efforts to 
bring students back safely, 
several developments over 
the past 24 hours have added 
to the uncertainty.

According to details 

obtained, a group of  51 stu-
dents from Golestan has 
departed towards Armenia 
as part of  the evacuation pro-
cess. However, many others 
remain stranded at various 
transit points, awaiting clear-
ance and further assistance.

The third batch of  Indian 
students returning from 
Yerevan, Armenia, has been 
delayed by approximately 
three hours. Flight FZ718, 
originally scheduled to 
depart at 11:25, is operating 
via Dubai and was expected 
to reach New Delhi at 9:55 
AM. Officials P-06
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Man dies after being 
hit by fire tender during 
Pahalgam fire response

AGENCIES

ANANTNAG: A hotel and 
a vehicle were damaged 
in a major fire that broke 
out in the Pahalgam area 
of  south Kashmir’s Anant-
nag district late Monday 
evening, while a man was 
killed during firefighting 
operations, officials said.

The fire engulfed a 
resort at Laripora Pahal-
gam, prompting authori-
ties to rush fire tenders to 
the scene to contain the 
blaze.

The incident highlights 
concerns over fire safety in 
tourist areas, especially as 
the region enters the peak 
travel season, with hotels 
and resorts witnessing 
increased activity.

Officials said the fire 
spread rapidly, causing 
damage to multiple struc-
tures within the hotel 
premises.

“Three structures of  the 
hotel and a vehicle suffered 
damage in the incident,” an 
official said, adding that 
the cause of  the fire was 
being ascertained.

During the firefighting 
operation, several LPG 
cylinder explosions were 
reported, which hampered 
efforts to control the blaze.

Firefighters continued 

operations despite the 
explosions and managed to 
bring the fire under control 
after strenuous efforts, offi-
cials told the news agency 
Kashmir News Trust.

Amid the response 
operation, a fatal incident 
occurred when a man 
was hit by a reversing fire 
tender.

The deceased has been 
identified as Manjeet 
Singh, 31, son of  Wakeel 
Singh, a resident of  Hutma-

ra Mattan area of  Anant-
nag district.

Officials said he was 
working as a gatekeeper 
at a nearby lodge when the 
incident took place.

He sustained criti-
cal injuries after being 
struck by the vehicle and 
later succumbed, officials 
added.

Authorities said the cir-
cumstances surrounding 
the accident are also being 
examined.

The fire incident caused 
panic in the area, with 
locals and workers gather-
ing near the site as flames 
engulfed parts of  the 
resort.

Pahalgam, a major tour-
ist destination in Kashmir, 
witnesses a significant 
inflow of  visitors during 
the spring and summer 
months, making fire safety 
measures crucial for hotels 
and hospitality establish-
ments. [KNT]

DC Anantnag reviews progress 

of Land Record Digitization
GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Anant-
nag, Dr. Bilal Mohiud Din 
Bhat, on Monday reviewed 
the status of  the district 
on land record digitization 
during a meeting with the 
concerned officers at Dak 
Bungalow Khanabal.

The meeting was 
attended by the ADC, 
ACR, SDMs besides the 
Tehsildars, Naib Tehsil-
dars and other officials of  
revenue department.

At the outset, the DC 
conducted Tehsil-wise 
evaluation of  the progress 
of  verification and upload-
ing of  Jambandies on PM 
Gati Shakti Portal and 
issued specific directions to 
the Tehsils, showing pen-
dency, to ensure the veri-
fication of  the remaining 
Jamabandis immediately.

Dr. Bilal emphasized 
that the digitization initia-
tive is aimed at enhancing 
transparency and directed 
the officers to take appro-
priate action on non-quasi 
judicial errors within the 

stipulated timeframe. 
Simultaneously the work 
on back log mutations be 
taken up so that maximum 
updation is achieved, he 
remarked.

The DC enjoined upon 
the Tehsildars to start the 
grievance collection work, 
with respect to last updated 
Jamabandis and ensure the 
process along with data 
capturing is completed 
within the stipulated time-

frame of  next 3-4 weeks. To 
achieve this, special camps 
be conducted and field 
functionaries be tasked to 
collect the data from the 
land holders during regu-
lar and scheduled visits to 
the Revenue Villages, he 
added.

Directing ADC, ACR 
and SDMs to monitor the 
process, the DC asked them 
that a proper mechanism 
and format be devised to 

receive the information on 
grievances from every Rev-
enue Village and Tehsil on 
a daily basis.

Reviewing implementa-
tion of  the Public Services 
Guarantee Act, the DC 
directed the officers that 
benefits of  all revenue ser-
vices that come under the 
ambit of  the Act be provid-
ed to the eligible applicants 
in a fair, transparent and 
time bound manner.

The meeting was 
informed that verification 
of  digitized Jamabandies 
is nearing completion and 
the district has achieved 
above 99% progress so far, 
with possibility of  achiev-
ing 100% this week. Also 
updated geo-referenced 
digitized maps showing 
attributes such as Khasra 
Number and area stand 
prepared besides appre-
ciable progress has been 
made on sub-parcelisation 
of  maps.

Further, the work on the 
pending mutations which 
will update the current rev-
enue records, is also being 
carried out.

PDP criticizes Sakina Itoo’s 
remarks on private teachers

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party on Tuesday 
criticized Education Min-
ister Sakina Itoo over her 
remarks on the qualifica-
tions of  private school 
teachers, calling them 
“unfortunate” and raising 
concerns over their impact 
on the education sector.

In a statement, PDP 
spokesperson Syed Tajam-
ul said such comments risk 
creating divisions within 
the teaching community 
and undermine the role 
played by private school 
educators in the region.

The remarks have trig-
gered a broader debate on 
the contribution of  private 
institutions to education 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
where both government 
and private schools cater to 
a large number of  students.

Tajamul said private 
school teachers, despite 
working with limited 
resources and compara-
tively lower salaries, have 
made a significant contri-
bution to the development 
of  education in the region.

“Much of  the progress 
visible in the sector can be 
attributed to their dedica-
tion and perseverance,” 
he said.

He added that the teach-
ing profession should not 

be divided along institu-
tional lines, as educators 
across both sectors share 
a common responsibility.

“Teachers, whether in 
government or private 
institutions, are engaged 
in nurturing young minds. 
Drawing comparisons or 
creating divisions sends a 
negative message,” he said.

The PDP leader also 
questioned public percep-
tions regarding qualifica-
tions, pointing to what he 
described as a contradic-
tion in societal choices.

“If  private school teach-
ers are perceived to be less 
qualified, why do many 
government employees, 
including teachers, choose 
private schools for their 
children?” he asked.

He said the issue 
reflects broader realities 
in the education system 
and the level of  trust 
placed by families in pri-
vate institutions.

Tajamul also linked 
the discussion to wider 
concerns about employ-
ment in the region, saying 
Kashmir has no shortage 
of  qualified individuals but 
faces a lack of  adequate job 
opportunities.

He said it is increasing-
ly common to find highly 
educated youth working 
in unrelated or low-paying 
jobs, describing it as a con-
cerning trend.

Anantnag hosts Gender 
Sensitisation Workshop to 
empower rural women

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: In con-
tinuation to International 
Women's Day celebrations 
aimed to promote inclu-
sivity and empower rural 
women, the Agriculture 
Production Department 
Anantnag, on Monday 
organized a "Gender, Tar-
geting & Inclusion Sensiti-
zation Workshop" at Town 
Hall Anantnag.

The workshop was held 
on the theme "Rights, Jus-
tice, Action for all Women 
and Girls,"under the aegis 
of  the IFAD-JKCIP Project.

District Development 
Commissioner (DDC), Dr. 
Bilal Mohiud Din Bhat, 
graced the event as chief  
guest, which also wit-
nessed the participation by 
Chief  Agriculture Officer, 
DD Fisheries, officers from 
agriculture and allied sec-
tors, officials and women 
from different walk of  life.

The main objective of  
the program was to sensi-
tize officers and field func-
tionaries on the impor-
tance of  gender main-
streaming in agricultural 
projects. Discussions pri-
marily centered on ensur-
ing women farmers and 
girls have equitable access 
to resources, technology, 
and decision-making pro-
cesses within the farming 

community.
Addressing the gath-

ering, the DDC called 
women as leaders and 
drivers of  change who are 
committed to excel in all 
sectors including agricul-
ture, adding they deserve 
due recognition for their 
gender specific and gen-
eral roles in the society. 
He encouraged women to 
choose suitable lines of  
activity in agriculture and 
allied sectors and gener-
ate employment for them-
selves and others as well, 
through flagship initiatives 
like HADP, JKCIP and Mis-
sion YUVA.

Dr. Bilal stressed that 
farmers and prospective 
beneficiaries must come 
forward and take full 
advantage of  various gov-
ernment schemes aimed at 
strengthening the agricul-
ture sector and improving 
livelihoods.

On the occasion, the CAO 
briefed participants about 
different schemes of  the 
department, which have 
been designed to enhance 
agricultural productivity 
and boost livelihood oppor-
tunities. These schemes 
can have a positive effect 
on economic upliftment 
and social empowerment 
of  women associated with 
agriculture and allied sec-
tors, he noted.

KU concludes week-long entrepreneurship 

training on mushroom cultivation
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Univer-
sity of  Kashmir (KU) on 
Monday concluded week-
long entrepreneurship 
training programmes on 
“Nursery & Post-Harvest 
Management of  Commer-
cially Important Ornamen-
tal Plants” and “Cultiva-
tion & Commercialization 
of  Edible and Medicinal 
Mushrooms in Kashmir” 
at the Main Campus.

Organised by the varsi-
ty’s Department of  Botany, 
the programmes aimed to 
equip participants with 
practical skills and techni-
cal knowledge in nursery 
management, mushroom 
cultivation and post-
harvest handling, while 
encouraging entrepreneur-
ship and livelihood genera-
tion in the floriculture and 
mushroom sectors.

Speaking at the valedicto-
ry session, Vice-Chancellor 
KU, Prof. Nilofer Khan, said 
that skill-oriented training 
programmes play a crucial 
role in linking academic 
knowledge with practical 
enterprise opportunities.

“Such initiatives help 
build entrepreneurial 
capacity among partici-
pants and encourage them 
to explore sustainable live-
lihood avenues by apply-
ing scientific knowledge to 
local resources,” she said.

Registrar KU, Prof. 
Naseer Iqbal, said that 
the University remains 
committed to promoting 
innovation, entrepreneur-
ship and skill development 
through focused training 
programmes that address 

local needs and economic 
opportunities.

Dean, School of  Bio-
logical Sciences KU, Prof. 
Abdul Hamid Wani, high-
lighted the growing poten-
tial of  floriculture and 
mushroom cultivation in 
the region and emphasised 
the importance of  scien-
tific training and capacity 
building in strengthening 
these sectors.

Earlier, Head, Depart-
ment of  Botany KU, Prof. 
Aijaz Ahmad Wani, said the 

programme was designed 
to provide participants 
with practical exposure 
and scientific understand-
ing necessary for develop-
ing entrepreneurial ven-
tures in ornamental plant 
nurseries and mushroom 
production.

The training pro-
gramme included 12 expert 
sessions and five practical 
training sessions, provid-
ing hands-on learning 
opportunities for partici-
pants. The sessions focused 

on nursery management, 
climate-controlled cultiva-
tion environments, flori-
culture systems suited to 
Kashmir’s conditions, and 
post-harvest innovations 
aimed at extending the 
vase life and market value 
of  flowers.

Participants also under-
took field visits to the 
Division of  Floriculture 
(SKUAST-K), Government 
Hi-Tech Nursery at Polo 
View, and several private 
nurseries to gain practical 
insights into commercial 
nursery management and 
cultivation practices.

Entrepreneurs from 
nursery management and 
mushroom cultivation 
programmes, along with 
participants, shared their 
feedback and expressed 
satisfaction with the train-
ing programme.

On the occasion, the 
‘Botanical Society Bulletin’ 
was also released, and cer-
tificates were distributed 
among the participants. 
The formal vote of  thanks 
was delivered by Prof. Man-
zoor Shah, faculty at the 
Department of  Botany KU.

Security tightened in Katra ahead of 
Navratra, DIG reviews arrangements

No disruption in LPG refills, 
eKYC applies only to select 
beneficiaries: Govt

Students from Nagarjuna College 
Secure third place in Hackathon

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BENGALURU: In a display 
of  technical prowess and 
innovative thinking, stu-
dents from the city’s premier 
Nagarjuna College brought 
laurels to their institution by 
securing the third position at 
a recently concluded inter-
collegiate Hackathon.

The team, which com-
prised bright young minds 
from the college, showcased 
exceptional skill and prob-
lem-solving abilities during 
the highly competitive 
event. The achievement has 
brought a wave of cheer and 
pride to the entire Nagarju-
na College community.

Among the standout per-
formers was Nauman Shah, 
who, along with his fellow 
students, shone brightly 
throughout the competition. 
Their success at the event 
highlights the quality of  tech-
nical education and the inno-
vative spirit fostered at the 
Bangalore-based institution.

The achievement has 
been widely appreciated, 
with Good Morning Kashmir 
extending its congratulations 
to the college and the winning 
team. In their message, they 
lauded the students for their 
accomplishment and wished 
them continued success in 
their future academic and 
professional endeavours.

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: The Ministry 
of  Petroleum and Natural 
Gas has clarified that bio-
metric Aadhaar authenti-
cation (eKYC) for LPG con-
sumers is not mandatory 
for all users, dismissing 
reports suggesting a new 
directive requiring univer-
sal compliance.

In an official clarification, 
the ministry said the ongo-
ing push for eKYC is part of  
routine efforts to improve 
transparency and is not a 
newly introduced rule.

The clarification comes 
amid confusion among 
consumers following cir-
culating reports that LPG 
users would be required to 
undergo biometric authen-
tication to continue receiv-
ing gas cylinder refills.

The ministry said the 
eKYC requirement applies 
only to those LPG consum-
ers who have not complet-
ed the process so far.

Officials stated that con-
sumers who have already 
completed their eKYC ear-
lier do not need to repeat 
the process.

For beneficiaries under 
the Pradhan Mantri Ujj-
wala Yojana (PMUY), the 
ministry said eKYC is 
required only once in a 
financial year and that 
too for receiving targeted 
direct benefit transfer 
(DBT) subsidies beyond a 
specified number of  refills.

The ministry added that 
the process can be complet-
ed easily and free of  cost, 
including through home-
based options. “Supply of  
LPG refills is not affected 
in any case,” the ministry 
said, addressing concerns 
about possible disruption 
in gas supply.

Officials said the eKYC 
process is aimed at ensur-
ing transparency, identify-
ing genuine beneficiaries 
and preventing misuse of  
LPG subsidies.

AGENCIES

JAMMU: Security arrange-
ments in Katra, the base 
camp for the Vaishno Devi 
pilgrimage, were reviewed 
on Tuesday ahead of  the 
upcoming Navratra festival, 
with authorities planning 
enhanced surveillance and 
multi-layer deployment to 
ensure a smooth and secure 
yatra, officials said.

Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral of  Police, Udhampur-
Reasi Range, Sarah Rizvi 
chaired a joint review meet-
ing to assess preparedness 
and coordinate security 
measures among multiple 
agencies involved in manag-
ing the pilgrimage.

The review assumes 
significance as Navratra 
attracts a large influx of  
pilgrims to the Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi shrine, requir-
ing heightened vigilance 
and crowd management.

Officials said senior offi-
cers from the police, CRPF, 
Army, Intelligence Bureau, 
CID, Railways, Traffic Police 
and the Shri Mata Vaishno 
Devi Shrine Board attended 
the meeting.

During the session, SSP 

Reasi presented a detailed 
security grid plan covering 
Katra town, the yatra route 
and the shrine area.

Officials said the focus 
was on ensuring seamless 
movement of pilgrims while 
maintaining strict secu-
rity checks to prevent any 
untoward incident.

The DIG directed the estab-
lishment of  random check-
points across key locations to 
intensify vehicle checking and 
monitoring of  movement in 
and around Katra.

Round-the-clock joint 
long-range patrolling by 
police and CRPF was also 
planned to strengthen area 
domination and surveil-
lance, officials said.

Additional deployment 
on elevated points and high 
ridges has been proposed 
to monitor vulnerable 
stretches along the pilgrim-
age route.

Authorities also empha-
sised increased foot patrol-
ling in crowded areas to 
maintain visibility and 
quick response capability.

Village Defence Guards 
are being activated as part 
of  local-level vigilance mea-
sures, while continuous 

area domination exercises 
and long-range patrols will 
be conducted, officials said.

Special attention was 
given to crowd manage-
ment, with officials stress-
ing the need to regulate 
pilgrim flow and avoid 
situations that could lead to 
congestion or stampede-like 
conditions.

Officials said verification 
drives would be intensi-
fied, including background 
checks of  migrants, con-
struction workers, pony 
porters and others entering 
Katra during the festival 
period.

Regular inspections of  
hotels, lodges and home-
stays have also been planned 
to verify the credentials of  
visitors and ensure compli-
ance with safety protocols.

Authorities said inter-
agency coordination would 
be key to handling the 
increased footfall during 
Navratra.

The meeting concluded 
with directions to maintain 
close coordination among all 
stakeholders to ensure that 
pilgrims can undertake the 
yatra in a secure and orderly 
environment.  [KNT]
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Stranded at Iran-Azerbaijan border

We ended up managing everything on our own, say Kashmiri students
AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Far from home 
and caught in a maze of  uncer-
tainty, around 180 Kashmiri 
and Indian students studying 
in Iran are stranded near the 
Azerbaijan border, facing fear, 
mounting financial losses and 
an unclear path back as evacua-
tion efforts remain inconsistent 
on the ground.

The students, mostly pursu-
ing medical and professional 
courses, were first relocated 
from Tehran to Qom amid 
rising tensions in Iran. Initially 
offered routes through Arme-
nia and later Azerbaijan, they 
were asked to book tickets in 
advance and share PNR details. 
Limited border clearances and 
changing instructions have 
since left them stranded near 
Astara, waiting anxiously to 
return home.

One of  the students 
described a distressing jour-
ney over the past nearly three 
weeks, marked by repeated 
relocations, changing travel 
plans and prolonged waiting at 
the Astara border crossing.

“We left our universities 
hoping we would be evacuated 
safely, but we have ended up 

managing everything on our 
own,” a student said.

According to her, they were 
initially in Tehran when ten-
sions escalated, prompting 
them to seek evacuation. “We 
were later moved to Qom, 
considered relatively safer at 
the time, where we stayed for 
around 10–12 days amid uncer-
tainty,” she said.

“Even there, we were told 
repeatedly that evacuation was 
not confirmed. Later, we were 
given options to leave through 
Armenia or Azerbaijan, but we 
had to arrange everything our-
selves,” the student said.

The student said they were 
advised to book flight tickets in 
advance and share their travel 
details before being moved further.

“To secure our exit, we 
booked tickets ranging from 
rupees 50,000 to over rupees 1 
lakh from Azerbaijan to New 
Delhi. For many of  us, this 
amount is more than our fami-
lies’ monthly income,” another 
student said.

However, upon reaching 
the Astara border near Azer-
baijan, the situation became 
more uncertain. Students said 
crossing requires official clear-
ance or ‘codes’, which are being 

issued in very limited numbers.
“Initially, we were told 

dozens would be allowed daily, 
but the numbers kept decreas-
ing. Now, only a handful are 
being allowed, and many are 
still waiting despite having 
confirmed tickets,” the student 
said.

Notably, the delays have 
resulted in several students 
missing their flights, many of  

which were non-refundable or 
difficult to reschedule.

“We were first told to book 
tickets to be moved forward. 
Now we are being asked to 
cancel or reschedule them, with 
no clarity on refunds. We don’t 
know how much more loss we 
can bear,” she added.

Students also described 
the situation at the border as 
unpredictable, with names 

being cleared without a clear 
sequence, leaving others wait-
ing anxiously.

“Every day we gather, 
hoping our turn will come. It 
feels uncertain and stressful 
because we don’t know who 
will be allowed next,” the stu-
dent said.

Apart from financial losses, 
students spoke about emotional 
strain and pressure from fami-

lies back home.
“Our parents are worried. 

Some of  us used all available 
savings for tickets. We do not 
know what to tell them when 
flights are missed, and plans 
keep changing,” another stu-
dent said.

Students said they remain in 
contact with associations and 
officials, but pointed to a lack 
of  consistent communication 
regarding routes, permissions 
and timelines.

The situation involves mul-
tiple stages of  coordination, 
including movement within 
Iran and permissions at the 
Azerbaijan border, which stu-
dents believe has contributed 
to delays and confusion.

The stranded group has 
appealed for smoother border 
clearances, clearer communica-
tion and support in managing 
financial losses caused by missed 
or cancelled travel plans.

Meanwhile, the Jammu & 
Kashmir Students Association 
(JKSA) has sought the urgent 
intervention of  External Affairs 
Minister Subrahmanyam Jais-
hankar, requesting immediate 
steps to facilitate safe passage 
for the stranded students and 
ensure their timely return.

The Association, in a state-
ment, highlighted growing dis-
tress among students and their 
families, stressing the need for 
coordinated diplomatic and 
logistical support.

National Convener of  the 
Association, Nasir Khuehami, 
said the students had travelled 
from different parts of  Iran and 
reached the Azerbaijan border 
in the hope of  crossing over for 
their onward journey to India. 
“However, Azerbaijani authori-
ties have reportedly closed the 
border and are not allowing 
them to enter the country or 
granting transit permits, leav-
ing hundreds of  Indian students, 
of  which the majority are from 
Kashmir, stranded in extremely 
distressing conditions.”

Khuehami said that stu-
dents were earlier instructed 
to book their flight tickets in 
advance and submit their PNR 
details, after which they would 
be escorted to the border. They 
were also informed that travel 
permissions would be coordi-
nated in batches, enabling them 
to cross the border and board 
their onward flights. Following 
these instructions, many stu-
dents booked tickets for March 
18, 19, and 21—(KNO)

NC MP raises concern over Indians 

stranded in Gulf, Seeks Govt Intervention

19 years on, two vital bridges on Jhelum 

await completion in Awantipora

Residents risk lives crossing river as long-pending projects continue to face delays

Sajad Lone asks J&K Govt 
to review EWS criteria for 
reservation in jobs

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: Member 
of  Parliament Chowdry 
Mohammad Ramzan 
on Tuesday raised seri-
ous concerns in Parlia-
ment regarding Indian 
nationals stranded in 
Gulf  countries,including 
businessmen, workers 
and pilgrims, as well as 
students from Jammu & 
Kashmir pursuing educa-
tion abroad.

He urged the Govern-
ment of  India to take 
immediate steps to ensure 
their safety and security 
and, where necessary, 
facilitate their relocation 
to safer places.

During his address, he 
strongly condemned the 
assassination of  Iran’s 
Supreme and Spiritual 
Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei and criticized 
the unilateral attack by the 
United States and Israel 

on the sovereign nation of  
Iran.

He also stated that the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
National Conference and 
its President Dr. Farooq 
Abdullah have strongly 
condemned the unilateral 
attack by the United States 
and Israel on the Iran, as 
well as the assassination 
of  Iran’s Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

He noted that Dr. Abdul-
lah described the attack as 
unjust and a violation of  
the sovereignty of  an inde-
pendent nation. He further 
conveyed that the party 
stands in solidarity with 
the people of  Iran in this 
moment of  grief, extending 
heartfelt condolences.

He also reminded the 
House of  India’s longstand-
ing and principled support 
for the Palestinian cause, 
particularly during the 
leadership of  Yasir Arafat 
and the Palestine Lib-

eration Organization. He 
noted that India was the 
first non-Arab country to 
recognize the PLO as the 
sole legitimate represen-
tative of  the Palestinian 
people in 1974, later grant-
ing it full diplomatic status 
reflecting India’s historic 
commitment to the Pales-
tinian cause.

He stated that India 
has traditionally stood for 
moderation, non-alignment 
and a balanced foreign 

policy rooted in justice 
and dialogue. However, he 
expressed concern that an 
unfortunate shift appears 
to have taken place, alleg-
ing support for a country 
that has caused large-scale 
civilian casualties in Gaza, 
where over 70,000 people 
have been killed, including 
children, journalists, health 
workers , UN Peace keepers 
and NGO personnel.

Several Members across 
parties associated them-
selves with the speech 
and sentiments expressed 
by Chowdry Mohammad 
Ramzan, reflecting broad 
support for the concerns he 
raised. Prominent leaders 
include Sonia Gandhi (INC) 
Digvijaya Singh(INC), 
Derek O’Brien( TMC), Jaya 
Bachchan( SP) and Sanjay 
Singh (AAP), and Priyan-
ka Chaturvedi (Shiv Sena) 
along with other members 
from DMK, CPI, NCP, BJD 
and the UDF.

JAHANGEER GANAIE

PULWAMA: Nineteen 
years after their founda-
tion stones were laid, two 
bridges over the Jhelum 
river at Dogripora and 
Reshipora in Pulwama 
district remain unfin-
ished, forcing hundreds 
of  residents, school chil-
dren, elderly citizens and 
patients to cross the river 
daily in wooden boats, at 
constant risk to their lives.

The Dogripora bridge 
was sanctioned in 2006, 
with construction begin-
ning in 2008, while work 
on the Reshipora bridge 
started shortly after. 
Despite nearly two decades 
of  assurances from suc-
cessive governments, both 
projects remain stalled, 
largely due to funding 
constraints and prolonged 

administrative delays.
Residents fear a tragedy 

on the lines of  the Gandbal 
boat capsize could occur if  
the projects are not com-
pleted urgently.

Yasir Ahmad, a resi-
dent of  Dogripora, that 
the delay had made life 
extremely difficult. "Sev-
eral people have suffered 
injuries while crossing the 
river. These bridges are 
lifelines that would con-
nect our villages to the 
national highway and the 
Panzgam Railway Station. 
Their completion would 
significantly cut travel 
time between Tral and 
Shahoora and boost local 
economic activity," he said.

In Reshipora, residents 
said they were forced to 
travel nearly 10 kilome-
tres to reach the highway, 
a journey that would take 

minutes if  the bridge were 
functional. "It is not just an 
inconvenience but a daily 
suffering. During emer-
gencies or harsh weather, 
we feel completely cut off," 
said Tariq Ahmad, a local 
resident, adding that the 
absence of  public trans-
port compounded the hard-
ship for children and the 
elderly.

Basit, another Dogripo-
ra resident, said nearly 
70 per cent of  the bridge 
structure had already been 
completed before work 
abruptly stopped. "The 
foundation was laid during 
the PDP-Congress regime, 
and work was initiated by 
JKPCC in 2007-08. Since 
then, the incomplete struc-
ture stands as a reminder 
of  unfulfilled promises," 
he said.

Last year, the govern-

ment sanctioned Rs 1,529.47 
lakh for the completion of  
the Dogripora bridge, rais-
ing hopes among residents. 
However, no visible prog-
ress has been made on the 
ground.

For the Reshipora 
bridge, a revised Detailed 
Project Report estimat-
ing the remaining work at 
Rs 1,383.01 lakh has been 
prepared and is awaiting 
administrative approval.

A senior official said 
both bridges were partial-
ly complete and work had 
been halted due to financial 
constraints.

"The tendering process 
will begin once approvals 
are in place. We are aware 
of  the public concerns, 
and efforts are underway 
to resume work at the ear-
liest," the official said—
(KNO)

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Citing offi-
cial figures of  Below Pov-
erty Line (BPL) popula-
tion in Kashmir Valley, 
Peoples Conference presi-
dent Sajad Gani Lone has 
asked the J&K govern-
ment to reconsider the 
asset-based criteria under 
the Economically Weaker 
Section (EWS) category 
for reservation in jobs and 
admissions.

In a post on X, Lone 
said that the BPL popula-
tion in Kashmir exceeds 
that of  Jammu, yet only 
one out of  nine qualifiers 
in the EWS category in the 
recent KAS examination 
was from Valley.

“The number of  souls 
in the Below Poverty Line 
Category (Antyodaya 
Anna Yojana + Priority 
Households) in Kashmir 
Valley exceeds that in 
Jammu,” Lone said, citing 
official figures of  37.71 lakh 
in Kashmir compared to 
29.81 lakh in Jammu.

He pointed out that in 
response to his questions 
in the Assembly, the gov-
ernment revealed that only 
7.7% and 8.6% of certificates 
issued under the EWS cat-
egory were from Kashmir.

He said the problem lies 
in the criteria for granting 
these certificates.

“While almost all BPL 
population in Kashmir 
falls within the income 
criteria for issuing these 
certificates, the asset-relat-

ed conditions, especially 
the size of  the residen-
tial house and residential 
plot ensures exclusion of  
Kashmiris from the EWS 
category,” he said.

Citing the district-wise 
BPL population of  Kash-
mir, Lone said that asset-
based criteria is grave 
injustice with people of  
the Valley.

“It is grave injustice with 
people of  Kashmir. We have 
5. 09 lakh BPL souls in Sri-
nagar, 5. 21 lakh in Kupwara 
5. 79 lakh in Baramulla and 
5. 76 lakh in Anantnag,” he 
said, adding that EWS cer-
tificates could have been a 
major confidence building 
measure for old city Sri-
nagar, old town Baramulla, 
Anantnag , Budgam and  
parts of  Sopore.

Lone appealed to the 
Chief  Minister to address 
the issue urgently, stating 
that continuing recruitment 
without correcting the cri-
teria would amount to 
injustice. “All reservations 
are heavily tilted towards 
Jammu. This particular 
category is tilted towards 
Jammu because of  govern-
ment norms, not because 
Kashmir is rich and Jammu 
is poor,” he said.

He asked why Jammu & 
Kashmir cannot do away 
with asset-based norms.

“It is time to study what 
states like Rajasthan and 
Kerala have done. If  they have 
done away with asset-related 
conditions, why cannot we?” 
Lone asked—(KNO)

Railways to Add Extra Sleeper Coach in 
Kolkata–Jammu Tawi Express

AGENCIES

JAMMU: The Northern 
Railway’s Jammu Divi-
sion has decided to attach 
an additional sleeper coach 
to the Kolkata–Jammu 
Tawi Express in view of  the 
expected surge in passen-
gers during the Navratri 
festival, officials said on 
Tuesday.

The additional coach 
will be attached to Train 
No. 13151/13152 (Kolka-
ta–Jammu Tawi–Kolkata 
Express) from March 20 
to April 2 to accommodate 
the heavy rush of  devo-
tees travelling to the Mata 
Vaishno Devi shrine.

Officials said the move 
was taken as a large 
number of  pilgrims travel 
to Jammu during Navratri 
to visit the shrine and the 
demand for berths increas-
es significantly during the 
period.

“With the addition of  
the extra sleeper coach, the 
chances of  ticket confirma-
tion for passengers on the 
waiting list will improve 
considerably,” an official 
statement issued by the 
Jammu Division of  North-
ern Railway said.

The railway authorities 
said the step would also 
help reduce overcrowding 
in the existing coaches and 
provide a safer and more 
comfortable journey to 
passengers.

According to officials, 
the additional coach will 
enable around 72 to 80 
passengers on the wait-
ing list to get confirmed 
berths each day during 
the period.

Senior Divisional Com-
mercial Manager Uchit 
Singhal said the decision 
was taken keeping in view 
the heavy passenger rush 
and long waiting lists 

during the festival.
“Keeping in mind the 

surge in passenger num-
bers and the long waiting 
lists during the Navratri 
festival, we have decided to 
attach an additional sleep-
er coach to this train,” 
Singhal said.

He said the railways 
were closely monitoring 
the waiting list status and 
would take further mea-
sures if  required to facili-
tate passengers.

Navratri, which wit-
nesses a large influx of  dev-
otees to the Mata Vaishno 
Devi shrine in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Reasi district, is 
one of  the peak travel peri-
ods on the route.

Railway officials advised 
passengers to check the 
latest status of  their tick-
ets through the official rail-
way website or by contact-
ing the railway helpline 
number 139.(KNS).

Jammu Railway staff praised for 

ensuring passenger safety
AGENCIES

JAMMU: Demonstrat-
ing commitment towards 
passenger safety and ser-
vice, the Jammu Division 
of  Northern Railway has 
once again set an example 
through the prompt and 
commendable actions of  
its ticket checking staff.

Working under the guid-
ance of  Senior Divisional 
Commercial Manager 
Uchit Singhal, the staff  has 
been actively contributing 
not only to passenger con-
venience but also to secu-
rity across trains.

In a notable incident 
on March 17, ticket check-
ing staff  member Sandeep 
Kumar, posted at Pathankot 
headquarters, apprehended 
two mobile thieves near 
Narwana station.

The accused were 
caught red-handed while 
attempting to steal a pas-

senger’s mobile phone 
in Coach S-1 of  Train 
No. 14035 (Dhauladhar 
Express).

Acting swiftly, he 
handed them over to the 
Railway Protection Force 
(RPF) personnel onboard 
for further legal action. 
The passenger later 
expressed gratitude and 
appreciated the staff ’s 
alertness and bravery.

In another instance, ticket 
checking staff  aboard Train 
No. 14803 successfully traced 
and returned a lost mobile 
phone belonging to a pas-
senger traveling in Coach 

B-2. The passenger thanked 
the staff  for their timely 
assistance and honesty.

Officials stated that 
under the leadership of  
the Divisional Railway 
Manager and the Senior 
Divisional Commercial 
Manager, the Commercial 
Department of  Jammu 
Division continues to play 
a vital role not only in rev-
enue generation but also in 
strengthening passenger 
safety and trust.

Commending the efforts, 
Uchit Singhal lauded the 
staff  for their dedication 
and professionalism.

Illegal mining in J-K
13,692 vehicles seized; 446 FIRs lodged over two years, says govt

AGENCIES
 

JAMMU: Under a sustained 
crackdown on illegal mining 
across Jammu and Kashmir, 
more than 13,600 vehicles have 
been seized and 446 FIRs reg-
istered over the past two years, 
official data showed.

According to official figures, 
a total of 6,219 vehicles were 
seized in 2024-25, while the 
number was 7,473 in 2025-26 
(up to December 2025), taking 
the combined total to 13,692 

vehicles.
In terms of legal action, 212 

FIRs were registered in 2024-
25, whereas 234 were lodged in 
2025–26 till December, indicat-
ing a slight increase in enforce-
ment activity, a statement said.

The data shows a notice-
able rise in seizures in the last 
financial year, with 2025-26 
already surpassing the previ-
ous year’s figures by over 1,200 
vehicles despite covering only 
nine months.

“FIR registrations have also 

increased marginally, reflect-
ing intensified monitoring and 
enforcement,” officials said.

Among districts, Kupwara 
recorded the highest number 
of vehicle seizures in 2025-26, 
with 859 vehicles, followed by 
Kathua (796) and Baramulla 
(701), they said.

In 2024-25, Jammu district 
topped the list with 880 vehicles 
seized, while Samba (527) and 
Budgam (475) were among the 
other districts with high seizure 
numbers, the statement added.

Budgam, meanwhile, report-
ed the highest number of FIRs in 
2025-26 with 51 cases, followed 
by Kupwara (46) and Baramulla 
(32), it added.

In 2024-25, Budgam also led 
with 48 FIRs, while Ganderbal 
(44) and Bandipora (30) record-
ed significant number of cases.

Officials attributed the rise in 
seizures and FIRs to intensified 
anti-mining operations, stricter 
monitoring of riverbeds and 
increased coordination between 
enforcement agencies. (PTI)

Theft case cracked in Pulwama; Stolen 
vehicle recovered: Police

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Demonstrating swift 
and effective policing, Police in Pul-
wama solved a theft case within 
days of reporting and recovered the 
stolen vehicle.

According to a statement issued, 
on 14/03/2026, Police Station Kaka-
pora received a written complaint 
from Mohd Noor Alam son of Abdul 
Hashim resident of Banagogi, Badal-
gawun, District Nagaon (Assam), 
stating that unknown thieves had 
stolen his Auto Rickshaw bearing reg-

istration No. JK04D-3791 from Kaka-
pora Chowk. Accordingly, a case FIR 
No. 20/2026 under relevant sections 
of law was registered and investiga-
tion was taken up. Acting promptly 
on a specific input, a team from 
Police Station Kakapora appre-
hended one suspect identified as 
Yawar Ahmad Shaksaz son of Man-
zoor Ahmad resident of Karnabal 
Samboora. During sustained inter-
rogation, the accused confessed to 
the commission of the crime, leading 
to the recovery of the stolen auto at 
his instance.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

No Panic Needed 
Over LPG eKYC 

Clarification

T
he recent clarification by the 
Ministry of Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas should come as a relief 
to millions of LPG consumers 
who were worried about reports 

making the rounds on mandatory bio-
metric Aadhaar authentication.
For many, especially in rural and semi-
urban areas, the news had sparked 
confusion and anxiety, people feared 
that failing to complete eKYC could dis-
rupt their gas supply. But the ministry 
has made it clear: there is no new rule 
making eKYC compulsory for everyone.
In reality, this is part of an ongoing pro-
cess. Only those consumers who have 
not yet completed their eKYC need to 
do so. Those who have already done it 
earlier don’t have to repeat it.
For beneficiaries of the Pradhan Mantri 
Ujjwala Yojana, the requirement is even 
more relaxed. They only need to com-
plete eKYC once in a financial year, 
and that too under specific conditions 
linked to subsidy benefits.
Most importantly, the ministry has reas-
sured people that LPG supply will not 
be affected in any way. Cylinders will 
continue to be delivered as usual, put-
ting to rest fears of disruption.
The larger aim behind eKYC is under-
standable, to ensure subsidies reach 
the right people and to weed out dupli-
cate or fake connections. These are 
necessary steps to make the system 
more transparent and efficient.
However, the episode once again high-
lights how quickly misinformation can 
spread and create unnecessary panic. 
A lack of clear communication often 
leaves room for rumours to take over.
What’s needed going forward is better 
awareness and timely communication 
so that people are not left guessing or 
worrying about essential services.
For now, consumers can rest easy. There 
is no sudden change, no strict deadline 
looming, and certainly no threat to their 
LPG supply.

From Hunger To Humanity: 
The Core Message Of Ramadan

SHOIAB MOHMMAD BHAT

A
s we slowly come to a close 
in this blessed month of  
Ramadan, many Muslims 
ask themselves this impor-
tant question: What have 

we really gained from this blessed 
month? We fasted, we prayed, and we 
tried to make ourselves better Muslims 
for thirty days. We entered this month 
with mercy, with blessings, and with 
many opportunities to make ourselves 
better. Now, as it leaves, it asks us to 
look back and think about the lessons 
it brought into our lives.

Ramadan is more than a month of  
fasting. It is a time that touches every 
part of  a believer’s life. From the 
early morning Suhoor to the peaceful 
moments of  Iftar, the entire routine of  
life changes. Mosques become lively 
with worshippers, the recitation of  the 
Qur’an increases, and people make a 
sincere effort to strengthen their faith.

However, the real value of  Ramadan 
lies in the changes it brings within us. 
The purpose of  fasting goes far beyond 
staying hungry and thirsty during the 
day. Ramadan teaches patience, humil-
ity, kindness, and responsibility toward 
others.

The Three Beautiful Phases of 
Ramadan

The first ten days are known as the 
days of  Rehmat (Mercy). During this 
time, Muslims pray for the mercy of  
Allah and begin the month with hope 
and devotion. People increase their 
prayers and ask Allah to guide them 
toward goodness.

The second ten days are known as the 
days of  Maghfirat (Forgiveness). Every 
human being makes mistakes in life. 
Ramadan provides a valuable chance 
to ask for forgiveness and turn back 
to Allah with sincerity. Believers seek 
pardon for their past errors and try to 
improve their actions.

The last ten days are considered to be 
the most precious period in the month 

of  Ramadan. These days provide the 
hope of  protection from the Hellfire. 
Muslims pray more and stay awake at 
night to remember Allah and seek His 
guidance. Among these days, one of  the 
biggest blessings that Muslims receive 
in their lives in the month of  Ramadan 
is Laylatul Qadr, i.e., the Night of  Power. 

The Significance of Laylatul Qadr
Laylatul Qadr, or the Night of  Power, 

is considered to be a night that is greater 
in blessings than a thousand months. 
It was on this night that the first rev-
elation of  the Quran was given to the 
Prophet Muhammad.  

For Muslims, this night holds spiri-
tual importance. Muslims stay at night 
in prayers and recite the Quran. They 
seek guidance and blessings from Allah 
for themselves and their families.  

Laylatul Qadr also teaches us that 
Allah is extremely merciful. A night of  
worship can reward us with the bless-
ings of  a thousand months.

The Lesson of Self-Control
Ramadan teaches one of  the most 

valuable qualities in life — self-control. 
From dawn until sunset, Muslims stay 
away from food and drink. This daily 
practice trains the body and mind to 
develop patience and discipline.

Fasting also encourages believers to 
watch their behaviour and speech. People 
try to avoid anger, harsh words, and unnec-
essary arguments. Ramadan becomes a 
time when individuals make a conscious 
effort to improve their character.

Through this process, they start to 
understand and appreciate the blessings 
that they normally don’t pay attention 
to in their daily lives. Eating a meal in 

the evening after a long day of  fasting is 
no longer just a meal, but it is special.

Understanding the Pain of the Poor
Another important thing that one 

learns during Ramadan is compassion 
for those who suffer from poverty in 
society. The hunger experienced during 
fasting helps one understand the suffer-
ing of  those in society who don’t have 
food.

For this reason, charity becomes 
an important part of  Ramadan. Many 
people distribute food, support needy 
families, and extend help to those who 
are struggling.

Another form of  charity that is given 
specifically during the month of  Rama-
dan is Sadaqat-ul-Fit. It is given before 
the prayer of  Eid so that even the poor 
and needy can enjoy the festival of  Eid 
along with the rest of  the world. It pro-
vides support to the poor, needy, and 
disabled, who are facing financial dif-
ficulties, so that the joy of  Eid can be 
felt by every individual.

Strengthening Bonds Within the 
Community

Ramadan brings people closer to one 
another, too. Families break their fast 
with Suhoor before dawn and again with 
Iftar at sunset. Neighbours break their 
fast with neighbours, and people socialize 
with their friends during this holy month.

Masjids are places of  unity where 
people perform their prayers side by 
side, regardless of  their social and eco-
nomic status. This equality and unity 
are the real spirits of  Islam. Acts of  
kindness are seen in greater frequency 
during Ramadan. Many individuals 
make an effort to help others, offer sup-

port, and spread positivity within their 
communities.

The Joy of Eid-ul-Fitr
After the completion of  the holy 

month of  Ramadan, Eid al-Fitr is cel-
ebrated on the first day of  Shawwal. It 
is the day of  celebration of  the success-
ful completion of  the month of  fasting, 
praying, and awakening. On the morn-
ing of  Eid, Muslims come in large num-
bers to offer special prayer for Eid. The 
environment is full of  happiness and 
gratitude, as people greet each other, 
meet their families and friends, and take 
meals together.

Children are awaiting gifts, most 
important for everyone is Eidi, and 
families are awaiting the opportunity to 
spend time with each other. Eid is a day 
of  happiness and celebration, yet it has 
one major lesson to offer to its observ-
ers, which is to improve relationships, 
forgive misunderstandings, and spread 
peace in society.

The Real Question After Ramadan
As Ramadan departs, the real ques-

tion remains: Will the lessons of  Rama-
dan remain with us?

The patience learned through fast-
ing, the generosity shown through char-
ity, and the kindness shared with others 
should continue beyond the month of  
Ramadan. These values form the true 
spirit of  the holy month. Ramadan acts 
like a spiritual training period that pre-
pares believers to live a more balanced 
and meaningful life.

Conclusion: Ramadan arrives each 
year with mercy, forgiveness, and oppor-
tunities for change. Its first ten days bring 
mercy, the next ten days bring forgive-
ness, and the final ten days carry the hope 
of  salvation. Within this blessed month 
lies Laylatul Qadr, a night more valuable 
than a thousand months.

The lessons of  Ramadan encourage 
believers to develop patience, compas-
sion, and generosity. Helping the poor, 
supporting the needy, and strengthening 
community bonds reflect the true mes-
sage of  the month. As Muslims observe 
Eid on the first day of  Shawwal, they 
carry forward the message of  unity, 
peace, and gratitude. If  these values are 
alive within Muslims throughout the 
year, then the blessings of  Ramadan will 
continue to be with Muslims.

The author can be mailed at shoaib-
hat2018@gmail.com

STRAIGHTFORWARD

How Secure Is India’s Energy System?
YOGESH KUMAR GOYAL

T
he conflict between 
the United States, 
Israel and Iran in 
the Middle East has 
once again remind-

ed the world how fragile the 
energy lifelines of  the modern 
global economy are. Tensions 
in the Strait of  Hormuz and 
disruptions in maritime traf-
fic have severely disturbed the 
global energy supply chain. 
The impact is being felt most 
sharply in import-dependent 
countries like India. In India, 
the shortage of  cooking gas 
(LPG) has become a topic of  
discussion from Parliament 
to the streets. Long queues 
outside gas agencies are being 
seen in many cities. Hotels and 
restaurants are shutting down 
due to the shortage of  commer-
cial cylinders, and reports of  
black marketing are emerging 
regularly.

 This situation is not merely 
a temporary supply disrup-
tion but a serious indication of  
the structural weaknesses in 
India’s energy security.

In the global energy map, 
the Strait of  Hormuz plays 
a decisive role. This nearly 
21-mile-wide sea route, con-
necting the Persian Gulf  to 
the Arabian Sea, is consid-
ered the world’s most critical 
energy chokepoint. Nearly 
20 percent of  global oil and 
gas supplies pass through 
this narrow passage. Major 
energy-exporting countries 
such as Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Kuwait and Iraq rely on this 
route to transport their vast 
oil and gas reserves to global 
markets. Therefore, when-
ever war or military tension 
increases in this region, the 
global energy system becomes 
unstable. The present conflict 
has produced the same effect. 
Iran’s warnings about restrict-

ing maritime activities and pos-
sible attacks on vessels in the 
Hormuz region have halted 
several tankers. LPG and LNG 
cargo ships have been delayed 
at sea, delivering a major shock 
to import-dependent countries.

For India, the crisis is more 
serious because LPG has 
become increasingly important 
in the country’s energy struc-
ture over the past decade. India 
now consumes more than 30 
million tonnes of  LPG annually, 
but domestic production cannot 
meet even half  of  this demand. 
The remaining requirement is 
fulfilled through imports from 
Gulf  countries. Estimates sug-
gest that 80–90 percent of  the 
LPG imported by India passes 
through the Strait of  Hormuz. 
This is why even a minor disrup-
tion in this route has an immedi-
ate and visible impact on Indian 
households. The harsh reality is 
that the energy security of  mil-
lions of  Indian families depends 
significantly on a single narrow 
maritime passage.

Interestingly, petrol and 
diesel supplies have remained 
relatively stable during this 
crisis. Petrol pumps have not 
witnessed long queues, nor have 
prices surged suddenly. This is 
because India has developed a 
relatively flexible supply system 
for crude oil in recent years. 
Today, India imports crude oil 
from more than 40 countries. Oil 
from Russia, the United States 
and several African nations 
reaches India through routes 
that do not depend on the Strait 
of  Hormuz. Moreover, India 
maintains strategic petroleum 
reserves where millions of  bar-
rels of  crude oil are stored for 
emergency situations. These 
reserves and diversified supply 
sources ensure that petrol and 
diesel availability is not imme-
diately affected. The situation is 
very different in the case of LPG. 
LPG must be stored in liquid 
form under high pressure and in 

specialized tanks, which makes 
large-scale storage expensive 
and technically complex. As a 
result, India does not have a sig-
nificant strategic LPG reserve.

 Available estimates indicate 
that the limited LPG stock in 
the country is barely sufficient 
for two to three days of  con-
sumption. Consequently, even 
a minor disruption in imports 
quickly affects the market and 
household consumers. This 
structural weakness has deep-
ened the present crisis.

Another important aspect 
of  the crisis cannot be ignored. 
Over the past decade, the Prad-
han Mantri Ujjwala Yojana has 
provided cooking gas connec-
tions to millions of  poor house-
holds. The scheme has played a 
significant role in freeing rural 
women from smoke-filled kitch-
ens and promoting clean energy. 
In 2014, India had around 140 
million LPG connections; today 
the number has risen to more 
than 330 million. While this rep-
resents a major social transfor-
mation, it also means that India’s 
domestic energy system is now 
more dependent than ever on a 
steady supply of LPG. When that 
supply is disrupted, millions of  
families feel the impact in their 
daily lives.

The crisis is not limited to 
household kitchens. Indus-
tries, hotels, restaurants, small 
businesses and food-processing 
units also depend heavily on 
LPG and natural gas. When 
supply becomes limited, gas 

allocation to these sectors is 
reduced first so that domestic 
consumers can be prioritized. 
As a result, industrial produc-
tion slows down, small busi-
nesses face financial stress, 
and employment is affected in 
many places. From steel and 
metal industries to roadside 
eateries and small restaurants, 
numerous sectors are bearing 
the brunt of  the shortage.

 The government has taken 
some emergency measures to 
address the situation. Refin-
eries have been instructed to 
maximize LPG recovery during 
crude oil processing. Certain 
petrochemical products are 
being temporarily diverted 
toward LPG production. 
Efforts are also being made to 
procure additional LPG car-
goes from regions such as the 
United States and West Africa. 
Temporary restrictions on 
commercial cylinder supplies 
have been imposed to prioritize 
domestic consumers. While 
these steps may provide short-
term relief, a long-term solu-
tion requires a far more com-
prehensive policy framework.

In reality, this crisis is not 
merely the result of  a war. It 
exposes a gap in India’s energy 
policy that has not received suf-
ficient attention for years. While 
strategic reserves were created 
for crude oil, supply sources 
were diversified and refining 
capacity was expanded, similar 
foresight was not applied to LPG 
and gas security. If  India had 

developed adequate LPG strate-
gic reserves or gas storage infra-
structure, the current situation 
might not have been so severe. 
It is also essential to acceler-
ate the expansion of  the piped 
natural gas network so that the 
domestic energy system is not 
dependent solely on cylinder-
based supply. Energy security 
is not only an economic issue but 
also an important dimension of  
national security. 

When a nation’s kitchens, 
industries and transporta-
tion systems rely heavily on 
external supply, global geopo-
litical events can directly create 
internal instability. This is why 
developed countries constantly 
work on diversifying energy 
sources, developing alternative 
energy, and building large-scale 
storage capacities. India must 
move more seriously in the same 
direction.

Energy crises are rarely 
sudden; they are usually the 
outcome of  structural chal-
lenges developing over time. At 
this moment, what is needed 
is restraint, responsibility and 
robust policy planning. No one 
can predict when the Middle 
East conflict will end or when 
normal conditions will return 
to the Strait of  Hormuz. But one 
lesson is clear: global energy 
supplies may be interconnect-
ed, yet they remain extremely 
fragile. If  future crises are to be 
avoided, India must prioritize 
diversification of  energy sourc-
es, development of  gas storage 
infrastructure, expansion of  
renewable energy and increased 
domestic production. Otherwise, 
every global conflict will contin-
ue to expose Indian households 
and the national economy to the 
same cycle of  uncertainty and 
vulnerability.

Author is a journalist. He 
can be mailed at mediacare-

group@gmail.com
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       Nature As Narrative

River That Remembers: Poetry And The Soul Of Kashmir

DR. RATAN BHATTACHARJEE
 

T
he mystic poet Lal Ded, 
who lived in the fourteenth 
century, frequently used 
images from nature in 
her short mystical verses 

known as vakhs. One of  the commonly 
cited lines associated with the spirit 
of  her poetry can be paraphrased in 
English as: “Like a river seeking the 
sea, the restless soul moves until it 
finds its truth.” This imagery reflects 
the spiritual philosophy that human 
life is a journey toward divine real-
ization. The river here becomes the 
symbol of  movement, purification, 
and destiny. Lal Ded’s poetic vision 
suggests that just as the river cannot 
stop flowing, the human spirit cannot 
remain stagnant; it must seek deeper 
knowledge. In Kashmiri literary tradi-
tion, the river becomes a metaphor for 
life, longing, spiritual journey, and the 
passage of  time. Although her poems 
rarely describe landscapes in elabo-
rate detail, the symbolism of  flowing 
water appears as a representation of  
inner awakening.

The rivers of  Kashmir left a pro-
found impression on Rabindranath 
Tagore, whose visits to the valley in 
the early twentieth century deeply 
influenced his reflections on nature, 
beauty, and civilization. During his 
travels through Kashmir, Tagore 
encountered the serene flow of  the 
Jhelum River, historically known as 
Vitasta. Although Tagore did not write 
an entire poem solely devoted to the 
Jhelum, his letters, travel reflections, 
and lyrical observations contain evoc-
ative descriptions of  Kashmiri rivers 
that reveal how deeply the landscape 
touched his imagination. When Tagore 
wrote about the rivers of  Kashmir, he 
saw them not merely as geographical 
features but as living expressions of  
nature’s quiet harmony. The Jhelum 
flowing through Srinagar particular-
ly fascinated him because of  its calm 
and reflective character. Unlike the 
turbulent Himalayan rivers that rush 
through narrow gorges, the Jhelum 
moves slowly through the valley, 
almost like a thoughtful traveler.

Another towering figure in Kashmi-
ri spiritual poetry is Nund Rishi, also 
known as Sheikh Noor-ud-Din Noora-
ni. His verses often celebrate harmony 
between human beings and nature. 
In many traditional renderings of  
his sayings, the river is described as 
a source of  sustenance and humility. 
One poetic sentiment often attributed 
to the Rishi tradition expresses the 
idea that:“Rivers nourish the fields 
and trees; those who respect nature 
learn the wisdom of  life.”Here the 
river stands for generosity and bal-
ance. The poet reminds people that 
the prosperity of  Kashmir’s orchards, 
rice fields, and villages depends upon 
the rivers flowing from the moun-
tains. Thus the river is both a spiritual 
metaphor and a practical foundation 
of  life. In modern Kashmiri poetry, 
rivers appear with a slightly different 
emotional tone. Contemporary poets 
often portray the Jhelum as a witness 
to history and memory. 

The river flows through the city of  
Srinagar, passing under old wooden 
bridges and alongside houses that 
lean toward the water. For poets, this 
landscape becomes a repository of  
stories. One modern poetic line about 
the Jhelum expresses the idea that: 
“The river remembers every voice that 
once echoed on its banks.” Such lines 
suggest that the river carries within 
its current the memories of  genera-
tions—children playing by the banks, 
merchants trading from boats, lovers 
meeting at dusk, and communities 
sharing festivals and sorrows.

The imagery of  the river also 
appears strongly in Kashmiri folk 
songs. In these songs a girl often 
addresses the river as if  it were a mes-
senger. She asks the flowing water to 
carry her feelings to her beloved who 
lives far away. A traditional lyric senti-
ment expresses this emotion: “O river 
of  my valley, if  you reach his distant 
land, whisper my name to him.” This 
line reflects the emotional intimacy 
between people and nature in Kash-
miri culture. The river is not a dis-
tant element but an active participant 
in human relationships. The poetic 
imagination of  Kashmir frequently 
connects rivers with the themes of  
separation and reunion. Because 
rivers travel long distances and cross 
many landscapes, they naturally sym-

bolize journeys. Lovers separated by 
fate imagine the river as the path that 
may one day unite them. Similarly, 
migrants who leave the valley often 
remember the river as the most vivid 
image of  home. 

For them the river becomes a 
symbol of  nostalgia and belonging. 
Another powerful image in Kashmiri 
poetry is the reflection of  the sky and 
mountains in the river’s calm water. 
Poets describe how the snow-covered 
peaks of  the Himalayas appear in the 
river like a mirror. This visual beauty 
leads to philosophical reflection. Some 
poets suggest that the river teaches 
human beings humility: the moun-
tains may be majestic and perma-
nent, but their reflection in the river 
reminds us that all beauty is transient 
and constantly changing.The seasonal 
transformation of  rivers also influenc-
es poetry. During spring, when snow 
melts in the mountains, rivers swell 
with new energy. Poets interpret this 
moment as a metaphor for renewal 
and hope. The river becomes a sign 
that life continues despite hardships. 

In autumn, when chinar leaves fall 
and float upon the water, the river 
evokes a mood of  melancholy beauty. 
Poets describe the drifting leaves as 
memories moving slowly through 

time.
Tagore’s writings on Kashmir 

appear primarily in his travel letters 
and essays written during his visits 
in 1915 and later years. These reflec-
tions combine poetic imagery with 
philosophical meditation. In one of  
his reflective passages about Kashmir, 
Tagore describes how the river flows 
through the city like a silent compan-
ion of  human life. Boats glide gently 
along its surface, wooden houses lean 
over the banks, and chinar trees cast 
trembling shadows upon the water. 
The scene seemed to him like a paint-
ing in motion. In his poetic language 
he suggested that the river carries the 
daily life of  the people with quiet dig-
nity, reflecting both the beauty and 
the simplicity of  Kashmiri existence.

Tagore often interpreted landscapes 
in symbolic and philosophical ways. 
Observing the Jhelum, he wrote that 
the river appears to move “as if  it 
were listening to the mountains.” This 
striking metaphor reflects his belief  
that nature forms a continuous dia-
logue between land, water, sky, and 
human consciousness. The mountains 
surrounding the valley seem ancient 
and silent, while the river becomes 
their moving voice. Through such 
imagery Tagore transforms the Kash-
miri landscape into a living poem.

One  aspect that impressed Tagore 
was the cultural life that unfolded 
along the riverbanks. The Jhelum in 
Srinagar has long served as a natural 
artery of  the city. Boats carry goods, 
people converse across balconies over-
looking the water, and bridges con-
nect neighborhoods across the flowing 
current. Tagore noticed how closely 
human life in Kashmir was inter-
twined with the river. In his reflec-
tions he suggests that the river shapes 
not only the geography but also the 
rhythm of  social life. Tagore’s sensi-
tivity to rivers can also be understood 
through his broader poetic philoso-
phy. Throughout his works, rivers 
often symbolize the flow of  life, the 
movement of  time, and the connection 

between the finite and the infinite. 
This theme appears repeatedly in 

his poems in Gitanjali, where flowing 
water becomes a metaphor for spiritu-
al longing. When Tagore encountered 
the rivers of  Kashmir, he naturally 
interpreted them within this symbolic 
framework.The calm surface of  the 
Jhelum particularly inspired con-
templative thought. Tagore observed 
that the river reflects everything—
the sky, the mountains, the trees, and 
the houses along its banks. Yet the 
reflections change with every ripple 
of  water. This observation led him to 
reflect on the nature of  perception 
itself. The world we see, he suggested, 
resembles the reflection in a river: 
beautiful, shifting, and transient. In 
this sense the river becomes a philo-

sophical teacher.
Tagore also admired the quiet dig-

nity of  Kashmiri rivers compared 
to the more dramatic landscapes of  
other regions. In many Himalayan 
areas rivers roar through deep val-
leys, expressing raw natural power. 
In Kashmir, however, the river flows 
through open meadows and cultivated 
fields. Tagore perceived this gentle-
ness as an expression of  balance 
between nature and civilization. The 
valley seemed to him like a natural 
garden where water, land, and human 
settlement coexist harmoniously.
During his stay in Kashmir, Tagore 
spent time on houseboats that floated 
upon the Jhelum and the nearby lakes. 
The experience of  living upon water 
deeply influenced his perception of  
the landscape. From the deck of  a boat 
he could watch the slow movement 
of  the river and the changing light 
upon the mountains. Such moments 
of  quiet observation often found their 
way into his letters and lyrical prose. 
The river at dusk, with fading sunlight 
and distant calls of  birds, seemed to 
him like a moment suspended between 
reality and dream.

Tagore’s reflections on Kashmir 
also connect the river to the idea of  
cultural memory. The Jhelum has wit-

nessed centuries of  history, ancient 
temples, medieval cities, Mughal gar-
dens, and modern settlements. Tagore 
sensed this historical depth in the 
landscape. To him the river appeared 
like a silent chronicle of  time, carry-
ing echoes of  past civilizations within 
its current. Although Tagore wrote 
primarily in Bengali, many of  his 
travel observations about Kashmir 
have been translated into English 
and other languages. These transla-
tions reveal how deeply the Kashmiri 
environment resonated with his uni-
versal humanism. For Tagore, nature 
was never merely decorative; it was a 
manifestation of  spiritual unity. The 
rivers of  Kashmir therefore became 
symbols of  the interconnectedness 
between human life and the natural 

world.
In essays discussing Kashmir’s 

beauty, Tagore often emphasized the 
harmony between flowing water and 
human creativity. The gardens, bridg-
es, and houses built along the river-
banks demonstrate how people adapt 
their lives to the rhythm of  nature. 
This harmony reminded Tagore of  his 
own educational philosophy at Visva-
Bharati University, where learning 
was meant to occur in close contact 
with nature. 

Another element that fascinated 
Tagore was the changing light upon 
the river throughout the day. Morn-
ing sunlight transforms the water 
into a sheet of  gold, while evening 
shadows deepen its reflective calm. 
Tagore often described such moments 
in lyrical language, suggesting that 
the river becomes a mirror of  the sky’s 
emotions. Clouds drifting across the 
sky seem to travel again upon the 
water, creating a poetic illusion of  
two worlds moving together. Tagore’s 
impressions of  the Jhelum and other 
Kashmiri rivers therefore blend obser-
vation with philosophical reflection. 
He saw in them a quiet rhythm that 
resonates with the deeper rhythms of  
life. This paradox fascinated Tagore 
and appears subtly in his reflections 
on the Kashmiri landscape.

For readers and scholars today, 
Tagore’s writings on Kashmir pro-
vide a valuable perspective on how 
one of  the world’s greatest poets expe-
rienced the valley’s natural beauty. 
His descriptions of  the Jhelum are 
gentle, contemplative, and filled with 
symbolic resonance. Rather than dra-
matizing the landscape, he presents 
it as a place of  quiet harmony where 
nature and human life move together 
like lines of  a poem. Thus, in Tago-
re’s literary imagination, the rivers 
of  Kashmir become more than scenic 
features. They are voices of  nature, 
carriers of  memory, and symbols of  
the eternal flow of  life. Observing the 
Jhelum beneath the shade of  chinar 
trees, Tagore discovered a landscape 
that seemed already shaped by poetry, 
a landscape where water, sky, and 
human thought merge into a single, 
continuous song.

Rivers occupy a deeply emotion-
al and symbolic place in Kashmiri 
poetry. In the cultural imagination 
of  Kashmir, a river is not merely a 
natural phenomenon; it is a living 
companion of  the people, a listener to 
human sorrow, and a witness to cen-
turies of  joy and struggle. The gentle 
flow of  the Vitasta (Jhelum) through 
the valley has inspired poets, mystics, 
and folk singers for hundreds of  years. 
To read Kashmiri poetry about rivers 
is to understand how deeply the land-
scape has shaped the imagination of  
its people. The flowing water of  the 
Jhelum, reflecting the mountains and 
sky, becomes a mirror of  human expe-
rience. Within its quiet movement one 
can sense love, longing, faith, memory, 
and hope. For centuries poets have lis-
tened to the murmur of  the river and 
transformed that sound into words, 
ensuring that the river continues to 
flow not only through the valley but 
also through the living tradition of  
Kashmiri literature.

Author is International Dickens 
Medal Awardee and International 

Visiting Professor. He can be mailed at 
profratanbhattacharjee@gmail.com 
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CM Omar hosts Iftaar in Srinagar, emphasizes unity and compassion
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah on Tues-
day hosted Iftaar at Sher-
e-Kashmir International 
Convention Center here, 
bringing together people 
from different walks of  life 
in the spirit of  harmony 
and togetherness during 
the holy month of  Rama-
dan.

The Iftaar was attended 
by Deputy Chief  Minister 

Surinder Kumar Choud-
hary, Ministers Sakina 
Itoo, Javid Ahmad Dar and 
Satish Sharma, Advisor to 
the Chief  Minister Nasir 
Aslam Wani, legislators, 
senior civil and police offi-
cers, religious scholars, rep-
resentatives of  civil society 
and members of  the media. 
The gathering reflected the 
inclusive ethos and commu-
nal harmony that Jammu 
and Kashmir has long been 
known for. Speaking on the occasion, the Chief  Minister extended his warm greetings to the 

people and said that the 
holy month of  Ramadan 
symbolizes compassion, 
patience and generosity.

Omar Abdullah also 
prayed for lasting peace, 
prosperity and well-being 
of  the people of  Jammu and 
Kashmir.

He expressed hope that 
the sacred month would fur-
ther strengthen the spirit of  
unity and social cohesion 
across communities.

The Chief  Minister inter-

acted with the guests and 
exchanged greetings with 
them on the occasion. The 
attendees appreciated the 
initiative, describing it as 
a meaningful gesture that 
brings people together and 
reinforces the spirit of  
goodwill during the holy 
month.

The evening concluded 
with special prayers for 
peace, progress and pros-
perity in Jammu and Kash-
mir.
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Second LPG Tanker
on Iran and Tehran’s sweeping retali-

ation.
Originally, there were 28 Indian-flagged 

vessels – 24 on the west side of  the strait 
and 4 on the east side – when the war broke 
out. As of  now, 22 vessels remain on the 
west side and two on the east side.

From the vessels on the east side, the 
crude oil tanker Jag Laadki, which sailed 
safely from the UAE’s Fujairah port 
despite an attack on the terminal, is sched-
uled to reach India on Tuesday, carrying 
about 80,800 tonnes of  Murban crude. All 
22 Indian seafarers onboard are reported 
safe. Another tanker, Jag Prakash, car-
rying gasoline from Oman to Africa, has 
safely crossed the strait and is en route to 
Tanzania.

Indian authorities are in constant touch 
with all the relevant stakeholders in the 
region to secure the safe passage of  the 
remaining ships, officials said.

Of  the 22 remaining Indian-flagged 
vessels on the west side of  the Strait of  
Hormuz, six are LPG carriers, one is a 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) tanker, four 
are crude oil tankers, one is transporting 
chemical products, three are container 
ships, and two are bulk carriers. Addi-
tionally, one vessel is a dredger, another 
is empty with no cargo, and three are in 
dry dock undergoing routine maintenance.

Sinha said Shipping Minister Sarbanan-
da Sonowal had a video interaction with 
the crew of  the two LPG tankers.

The intent was to thank them and praise 
their yeoman service they rendered, he 
said. “They were all in their uniforms and 
looked healthy and cheerful.”

In a post on X, Sonowal also talked of  
the interaction.

“Interacted with the brave crew of  
Indian-flagged LPG Carriers Shivalik and 
Nanda Devi, after reaching Indian shores,” 
he said. “Operating through the Persian 
Gulf  and the strategically significant 
Strait of  Hormuz, their conduct under-
scores the importance of  vigilance, coordi-
nation and responsibility in ensuring safe 
passage amid evolving global dynamics.”

On measures being taken, he said major 
Indian ports, including Jawaharlal Nehru 
Port Authority, are offering concessions 
on anchorage, berth hire, storage, and 
temporary transhipment storage to ensure 
smooth operations.

India imports about 88 per cent of  its 
crude oil, 50 per cent of  natural gas, and 
60 per cent of  LPG.

Before the war broke out, more than half  
of  the crude oil that India imported came 
from countries like Saudi Arabia, Iraq and 
the UAE, which use the strait for shipping. 
As much as 85-95 per cent of  LPG and 30 
per cent of  the gas came through the strait. 
While the disruption in crude oil has been 
partially offset through alternative sourc-
es, such as Russia, West Africa, the US and 
Latin America, gas and LPG supplies to 
industrial and commercial users have been 
curtailed. (PTI)

Elements Threat To Peace,
training: Johnny Victor (All-Round 

Best), Vishal Bharat (Second All-Round 
Best), Yogesh Sharma (Third All-Round 
Best), Pankaj Raina (Indoor Best), Tou-
seef  Ahmed Lone (Outdoor Best), Tahir 
Rashid Dar (Best Marksman), Tasleem 
Kosar (Parade Commander) and Sushant 
Sharma (Parade 2nd -in-Command).

The DGP, Shri Nalin Prabhat and other 
senior officials were present on the occa-
sion.

400 People Killed In
Afghanistan capital Kabul on the night 

of  March 16 terming it “barbaric” and 
“unconscionable”.

The remarks from the official spokes-
person of  the Ministry of  External Affairs 
(MEA) came hours after the bombing that 
marked an escalation in the ongoing con-
flict between Pakistan and the Taliban-
ruled Afghanistan. The Taliban adminis-
tration in Kabul had described the attack 
on the drug rehabilitation centre as a vio-
lation of  Afghan airspace and revealed that 
the bombing led to the death of  around 400 
individuals who were seeking treatment in 
the facility.

“This heinous act of  aggression by Paki-
stan is also a blatant assault on Afghani-
stan’s sovereignty and a direct threat to 
regional peace and stability. It reflects 
Pakistan’s persistent pattern of  reck-
less behaviour and its repeated attempts 
to externalise internal failures through 
increasingly desperate acts of  violence 
beyond its borders,” said Randhir Jaiswal, 
official spokesperson of  the Ministry of  
External Affairs.

Snowfall, Rains Continue
through mountainous areas and impor-

tant passes.
Travellers, transporters and people 

planning to move across higher reach-
es and key mountain passes have been 
advised to plan their journeys accordingly 
between March 18 and March 20 in view of  
the expected weather activity.

The department also warned of  the pos-
sibility of  thunderstorms accompanied by 
gusty winds with speeds of  40 to 50 kilo-
metres per hour at a few places during the 
same period. It said isolated locations may 
also witness hailstorms.

Farmers have been advised to suspend 
agricultural operations between March 
18 and March 20 due to the expected wet 
weather conditions.

Meanwhile, weather data released by the 
department showed Srinagar recorded a 
maximum temperature of  14.9 degrees Cel-
sius on Monday, slightly below the normal 
of  16 degrees Celsius, while the minimum 
temperature settled at 4.4 degrees Celsius.

Jammu recorded a maximum temper-
ature of  25.7 degrees Celsius, about 1.8 
degrees below normal, while the minimum 
temperature was recorded at 11.5 degrees 
Celsius.

Among other stations, Gulmarg record-
ed a maximum temperature of  4.2 degrees 
Celsius and a minimum of  minus 3.4 
degrees Celsius, while Pahalgam recorded 
a maximum temperature of  12 degrees Cel-
sius and a minimum of  minus 2.2 degrees 
Celsius, the MeT department said—(KNO)

J&K Police Moving
against drug trafficking in the Union 

Territory.
He said, “Nearly 2,276 accused were 

arrested in the past year. As many as 
226 cases were registered under the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 
(NDPS) Act. Police also attached 54 proper-
ties linked to illegal activities.”

The DGP said Jammu and Kashmir 
ranks among the top states in the country 
in action taken under NDPS laws.

DGP Prabhat said the police were organ-
ising sports and youth-engagement pro-
grammes to channelise the energies of  
young people in the Union Territory.

He said nine major events and 228 sports 
activities had been organised across dis-
tricts to encourage youth participation 
and strengthen their connection with the 
police.

He also congratulated the new recruits 
who were joining the Jammu and Kashmir 
Police and asked them to remain commit-
ted to their duties.

He said the path ahead would be chal-
lenging but expressed confidence that the 
new personnel would contribute signifi-
cantly to maintaining peace and security 
in the region—(KNO)

'Moderate Increase In
infrastructure and developmental needs 

of  the Union Territory, there is scope for 
enhancing capital support to facilitate 
asset creation and long-term growth,” 
reads the report.

The Committee said that a significant 
portion of  the allocation for the current 
fiscal was yet to be utilised.

“The Committee notes that as on 31st 
January 2026, expenditure stood at Rs 
38349.77 crores against RE of  Rs 41340.22 
crores, indicating that a significant por-
tion of  funds was yet to be utilised in 
the last quarter. The Committee further 
observes that support for capital expen-
diture has been fully utilised, reflecting 
effective deployment of  limited capital 
grants,” the report reads.

The Committee recommended that proj-
ect-linked allocations, particularly under 
hydropower and externally aided flood 
recovery projects, may be synchronised 
with realistic implementation timelines. 
“Efforts may be made to avoid bunching 
of  expenditure in the last quarter. Periodic 
review mechanisms may be strengthened 
to ensure that allocations translate into 
tangible physical outcomes, especially in 
infrastructure and recovery projects,” 
reads the report.

The Committee recommended close 
monitoring of  the Jehlum Tawi Flood 
Recovery Project (JTFRP) so that financial 
releases are matched with timely physical 
progress. An allocation of  Rs 259.25 crores 
has been provided in BE 2026–27 for JTFRP 
in line with the projection.

The Committee recommended adequate 
emphasis on disaster preparedness, miti-
gation, and resilience-building measures 
in addition to relief  expenditure.

“The allocation under the Disaster 

Response Fund remains at Rs 279 crores, 
consistent with previous years. The Com-
mittee notes that utilisation under this 
head is demand-driven and contingent 
upon the occurrence of  notified disas-
ters. However, considering the vulnerabil-
ity of  the Union Territory to floods and 
other natural calamities, the Committee 
recommends that adequate emphasis be 
placed on preparedness, mitigation, and 
resilience-building measures in addition 
to relief  expenditure,” reads the report—
(KNO)

Sluggish Markets Cast
economy with less to spend.
Inflation has emerged as another major 

concern. "Poor people are bearing the 
brunt of  inflation," said Abdul Rashid, a 
grocery shop owner in Baramulla. "They 
are focusing only on essential items and 
cutting down on everything else, including 
Eid shopping."

Traders also noted a shift in spend-
ing patterns among those who do have 
resources. Rather than shopping, many 
are investing in high-density orchards. 
"People who have money are not spending 
in markets but are investing in agricul-
ture. That is affecting retail businesses 
significantly," said a trader from Kupwara.

Business associations have urged 
authorities to improve tourist inflow, 
ensure better returns for horticulture 
produce and control inflation to restore 
market confidence. Traders remain hope-
ful that last-minute shopping may bring 
some relief, but the prevailing mood sug-
gests this Eid may pass without the eco-
nomic cheer Kashmir's markets are known 
for.

Senior trade leader and Kashmir Eco-
nomic Alliance Chairman Mohammad 
Yaseen Khan said market activity in Kash-
mir has remained largely subdued ahead 
of  Eid, with traders yet to witness the 
expected festive surge.

“So far, the market response has been 
quite dull. There is routine movement due 
to traffic, but the usual rush for Eid shop-
ping, especially in clothing, is missing. 
Normally, we see a significant rise in sales 
a week before Eid, but that momentum is 
not visible this time," he said.

With just a couple of  days left, Khan 
said they are still hopeful. However, as of  
now, there is no major pickup in trade,” 
he said—(KNO)

Mortal Remains Of Two
company to monitor the condition of  the 

injured Indian nationals and that none of  
the Indian nationals is reported to be seri-
ously injured.

Sharing the update on the incident 
involving ‘Safesea Vishnu,’ which took 
place off  the coast of  Iraq in Basra, the 
MEA Additional Secretary said that the 
Indian mission team is on the ground to 
assist the early return of  the 15 Indian 
crew members of  the vessel who have been 
safely evacuated and are currently resid-
ing in a hotel in Basra.

“They are also coordinating with the 
concerned Iraqi authorities for the early 
repatriation of  the mortal remains of  the 
Indian national who unfortunately lost his 
life in the incident”, he said.

The oil tanker Safesea Vishnu was 
attacked off  Khor Al Zubair port near 
Basra in Iraq on March 9 inside Iraq’s ter-
ritorial waters. In a press conference on 
March 13, Aseem Mahajan had informed 
that one crew member had died and the 
other 5 crew members had been safely 
evacuated and lodged in a hotel in Basra.

Meanwhile, in today’s briefing, Mahajan 
added, “Five Indian nationals have unfor-
tunately lost their lives, and one is missing 
in earlier incidents. The mortal remains 
of  two Indian nationals from Oman have 
arrived in India today. Our missions in 
Oman, Iraq and UAE are in regular touch 
with the concerned authorities regarding 
the missing Indian national and for the 
early repatriation of  the mortal remains of  
the three other deceased Indian nationals 
after completion of  requisite formalities.”

He also shared an update on the flight 
status and noted that the Ministry’s dedi-
cated special control room continues to 
remain operational to address queries 
from Indian nationals and their families.

The MEA official said that airlines con-
tinue to operate limited non-scheduled 
flights based on operational safety. “Today, 
around 70 flights are expected to operate 
from various airports in UAE to destina-
tions in India”.

“Flights are operating from various 
airports in Saudi Arabia to different des-
tinations in India. Qatar Airways’ oper-
ated three flights to India yesterday and is 
expected to operate three flights to India 

today also.
The Additional Secretary underlined 

that the Ministry of  External Affairs con-
tinues to monitor the evolving situation 
in the West Asia and Gulf  region and that 
the safety and wellbeing of  the Indian com-
munity continues to remain the highest 
priority. (ANI)

Evacuation Of Students
confirmed that the flight is running 

behind schedule, further prolonging the 
wait for anxious families back home.

In another development, a separate 
flight carrying students from Azerbaijan 
is scheduled to arrive in New Delhi at 3:40 
AM on March 17. However, concerns per-
sist regarding students currently stuck in 
Azerbaijan, where several individuals are 
facing difficulties in crossing the border. 
Families allege that the lack of  clearances 
and coordination has left many students in 
a state of  distress.

Parents of  the stranded students have 
expressed deep concern over what they 
term as a “slow and insufficient evacua-
tion process.” Many have urged the Gov-
ernment of  India to step up its efforts and 
ensure the safe and timely return of  all 
students.

“We are constantly in touch with our 
children, but the uncertainty is unbear-
able. The government must act more deci-
sively and ensure that no student is left 
behind,” said a parent from Pulwama, 
whose child is currently stranded near 
the Azerbaijan border.

Another parent from Srinagar echoed 
similar concerns, stating that the situa-
tion demands urgent intervention at the 
highest level. “There seems to be a lack 
of  coordination. Students are moving 
from one place to another without clarity. 
The government should facilitate smooth 
border crossings and arrange more direct 
flights,” he said.

Amid these concerns, a positive develop-
ment has brought some relief  to families. 
A group of  16 students who had earlier 
arrived in New Delhi has been facilitated 
by the Jammu and Kashmir Government, 
which arranged buses for their onward 
journey. The students have successfully 
reached Jammu and are currently on their 
way to Kashmir.

Meanwhile, the All India Medical Stu-
dents Association (AIMSA) has acknowl-
edged the support extended by prominent 
leaders and coordinators during the crisis. 
The association expressed gratitude to Aga 
Syed Ruhullah Mehdi and Nasir Sogami 
for their continuous efforts in coordinat-
ing with authorities and assisting strand-
ed students.

Students who have managed to reach 
safer locations have also shared their 
ordeal, describing long waits, uncertain 
travel routes, and lack of  proper informa-
tion at border points. Many have appealed 
for better communication and on-ground 
support to ensure a smoother evacuation 
process—(KNO)
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NATO declined to join 
US military campaign 
against Iran: Trump 

IANS 

WASHINGTON: Presi-
dent Donald Trump said 
Tuesday that most NATO 
allies have declined to join 
the US military operation 
against Iran, criticising the 
alliance and asserting that 
Washington does not need 
foreign support. 

“The United States has 
been informed by most of  
our NATO ‘Allies’ that they 
don’t want to get involved 
with our Military Opera-
tion against the Terrorist 
Regime of  Iran,” Trump 
said in a statement. 

He added that despite 
their reluctance, “almost 
every country strongly 
agreed with what we 
are doing, and that Iran 
cannot, in any way, shape, 
or form, be allowed to have 
a nuclear weapon.” 

Trump said he was not 
surprised by NATO mem-
bers' response. “I always 
considered NATO, where 
we spend Hundreds of  Bil-
lions of  Dollars per year 
protecting these same 
Countries, to be a one-way 
street — We will protect 
them, but they will do noth-
ing for us, in particular, in 
a time of  need,” he said. 

He also claimed that US 
forces had significantly 
degraded Iran’s military 
capability. “Fortunately, 
we have decimated Iran’s 
Military — Their Navy is 
gone, their Air Force is 

gone, their Anti-Aircraft 
and Radar is gone, and 
perhaps, most important-
ly, their Leaders, at virtu-
ally every level, are gone,” 
Trump said. 

He said that because of  
those gains, allied support 
was no longer necessary. 
“Because we have had such 
Military Success, we no 
longer ‘need,’ or desire, the 
NATO Countries’ assistance 
— WE NEVER DID!” he said. 

Trump extended the 
same position to key US 
partners in Asia. “Like-
wise, Japan, Australia, 
or South Korea,” he said, 
adding: “WE DO NOT 
NEED THE HELP OF 
ANYONE!” 

The comments build 
on remarks Trump made 
a day earlier in the Oval 
Office, where he expressed 
frustration that some US 
allies were not willing to 
contribute militarily. 

“What does surprise me 
is that they’re not eager to 
help,” Trump said. “There 
are some countries that 
greatly disappointed me.” 

Referring to Britain, 
Trump said: “When I hear 
the UK, which was sort of  
considered the Rolls Royce 
of  allies,” he had asked that 
“it would be really helpful 
if  you’d send over a couple 
of  ships and if  you have 
some minesweepers, which 
they do, be very helpful.” 

He said the response fell 
short of  expectations. “He 
says, well, I’d like to ask 
my team,” Trump said. 
“I said, you don’t have to 
worry about a team. You 
don’t have a team. You’re 
the prime minister, you can 
make a decision.” 

Trump said later offers 
of  support did not carry 
weight. “I said, I don’t 
want them anymore. I 
don’t want them after we 

win, I want them before we 
start. I don’t need your air-
craft carriers after we’ve 
already won.” 

He also linked the issue 
to long-standing US troop 
deployments abroad. “We 
have 45,000 troops in Japan. 
We have 45,000 troops in 
South Korea. We have 
45,000, 50,000 troops in Ger-
many,” he said. “We defend 
all these countries.” 

Trump framed the situ-
ation as validation of  his 
long-standing criticism of  
the burden-sharing in the 
alliance. “I’ve been saying 
it for a long time, this is the 
greatest thing to come out 
of  this,” he said, referring 
to the current conflict. 

NATO, formed in 1949, 
operates on the principle of  
collective defence, with the 
United States as its larg-
est military and financial 
contributor. Burden-shar-
ing has been a recurring 
source of  friction, with 
Washington often urging 
allies to increase defence 
spending and participation 
in joint operations. 

Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme and regional 
activities have long been 
central to US policy in the 
Middle East. Trump with-
drew the United States 
from the 2015 Iran nucle-
ar agreement during his 
first term, arguing it did 
not permanently prevent 
Tehran from developing a 
nuclear weapon.

Trump’s counter terrorism chief 

quits in protest over Iran war
IANS 

WASHINGTON:  The 
Director of  the US National 
Counterterrorism Center 
(NCTC), Joe Kent, has 
resigned with immediate 
effect, in a significant set-
back to President Donald 
Trump and the first high-
level exit from the admin-
istration in protest against 
the ongoing Iran war.

“After much reflection, 
I have decided to resign 
from my position as Direc-
tor of  the National Coun-
terterrorism Center, effec-
tive today,” Kent said in a 
public statement Tuesday.

He directly challenged 
the rationale for the con-
flict. “I cannot in good con-
science support the ongo-
ing war in Iran. Iran posed 
no imminent threat to our 
nation, and it is clear that 
we started this war due to 
pressure from Israel and 
its powerful American 
lobby.”

Kent also acknowledged 
his tenure. “It has been an 
honor serving under @
POTUS and @DNIGabbard 
and leading the profession-
als at NCTC. May God bless 
America.”

T h e  W h i t e  H o u s e 
did not  immediately 
respond to a question 
on his resignation.

In a resignation letter 
addressed to President 
Trump, Kent expanded on 
his concerns, reiterating 
that Iran “posed no immi-
nent threat to our nation” 
and warning against 
repeating past strategic 
mistakes in the Middle 
East.

He said the United 
States risked being drawn 
into another costly con-
flict under flawed assump-
tions. Kent added that “we 
cannot make this mistake 
again” and cautioned 
against decisions driven 
by external pressure and 
misinformation.

Drawing on his personal 
experience, Kent said he 
could not support sending 
“the next generation off  to 

fight and die in a war that 
serves no benefit to the 
American people nor jus-
tifies the cost of  American 
lives”.

The resignation trig-
gered a sharp political 
response, including from 
Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee Vice Chair Mark 
R Warner, who criticised 
Kent’s record but endorsed 
his core claim on Iran.

“Joe Kent’s record is 
deeply troubling, and in my 
view, he never should have 
been confirmed to lead the 
National Counterterrorism 
Center,” Warner said.

“I strongly disagree 
with many of  the positions 
he has espoused over the 
years, particularly those 
that risk politicizing our 

intelligence community.”
However, Warner added: 

“But on this point, he is 
right: there was no credible 
evidence of  an imminent 
threat from Iran that would 
justify rushing the United 
States into another war of  
choice in the Middle East.”

He warned that political-
ly driven decisions could 
have serious consequenc-
es. “Ignoring the facts to 
pursue a predetermined 
war puts American lives at 
risk and undermines our 
national security,” Warner 
said.

“The United States 
cannot be led into conflict 
on the basis of  politics, 
impulse, or a president’s 
desire for confrontation. 
We have seen where this 
road leads before.”

Kent’s departure high-
lights emerging tensions 
within the administration 
over the conduct and justi-
fication of  the Iran conflict, 
particularly around intel-
ligence assessments and 
decision-making.

The National Counter-
terrorism Center plays 
a central role in analys-
ing terrorism threats and 
coordinating intelligence 
across agencies, making 
the resignation of  its direc-
tor highly unusual and 
politically sensitive.

Mamata skips Nandigram, chooses 
familiar turf to face ex-aide

IANS 

NEW DELHI: Trinamool 
Congress Chairperson 
Mamata Banerjee refused 
to bite the bait offered by 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) to avenge her 2021 
defeat in Nandigram that 
forced her to re-contest 
from the safer seat of  Bha-
banipur so that she could 
continue to be West Bengal 
Chief  Minister for a third 
straight term.

Her once-trusted aide, 
Suvendu Adhikari, beat her 
that time by less than 2,000 
votes in what was termed 
a prestige fight. Though 
Adhikari’s vote share came 
down significantly com-
pared to his performance 
as a Trinamool candidate in 
2016, it was the victory that 
mattered more. He cornered 
over 1.3 lakh votes or 67 per 
cent in 2016 with a turnout 
of  more than 2 lakh, which 
was some 87 per cent of  the 
total number of  electors in 
Nandigram.

The then runner-up from 
the Communist Party of  
India (CPI) managed about 
53,000 votes or close to 27 per 
cent share. As a BJP candi-
date, Adhikari collected 
about 1.1 lakh from close 
to 2.3 lakh mandates cast in 
2021 that accounted for 48 
per cent vote share, beating 
his once-mentor in a close, 
but definitive, contest.

Interestingly, in 2011, 
when the Trinamool upset 
the communists’ applecart 
in West Bengal, Mamata 
was the Railways Minis-
ter in Manmohan Singh's 
government at the Centre. 
She resigned to assume the 
office of  the Chief Minister, 
contesting a bye-election 
from the Bhabanipur con-
stituency, where she resides.

However, against a turn-
out of  close to 1.4 lakh, or 
about 64 per cent of  total 
electors who cast their vote 
in the 2011 general elec-
tion, the turnout dropped 
to 95,064 voters, or some 45 
per cent of  the total. But 
she widened the winning 
margin by over 4,000 votes, 
with a massive vote share 
of  over 77 per cent.

In the 2016 Assembly 
election, her vote share fell 
significantly to about 48 per 

cent, and she collected a 
little over 65,000 votes con-
testing against Congress 
candidate Deepa Dasmun-
shi and the BJP’s Chandra 
Kumar Bose.

In the bye-election 
last time, Mamata again 
increased the victory 
margin by about 30,000 man-
dates and more than 14 per 
cent vote share against the 
general state election.

In battleground 2026, 
it will be interesting to 
see how she fares against 
Adhikari, who has chosen 
to challenge her in her cita-
del, Bhabanipur, while also 
contesting from the safer 
seat of  Nandigram.

Mamata had, however, 
thrown the gauntlet inside 
Adhikari’s fortress without 
keeping another option in 
2021. The Adhikari family 
has long been influential 
in West Bengal politics, 
with several of  its mem-
bers holding key positions. 
Suvendu’s father, Sisir 
Kumar Adhikari, is a veter-
an politician who was with 
the Congress before joining 
the Trinamool and has been 
an MP. Brothers Dibyendu 
and Soumendu Adhikari 
are also active in politics.

The 56-year-old Suven-
du himself  is known for 
his organisational skills 
and influence in East Mid-
napore. He was instrumen-
tal in organising Mamata’s 
fight against the then Left 
Front Chief  Minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee’s 
plan of  setting up a chemi-
cal hub in Nandigram, 
which was subsequently 
scrapped.

Suvendu entered politics 
with the Congress, being 
with the party between 1995 
and 1998. He then shifted 
allegiance to Mamata when 
she broke out of  the Con-
gress, rising through Tri-
namool ranks, becoming 
a minister in the state and 
then an MP.

Nita Ambani awarded 
for social impact, women 
empowerment initiatives

IANS 

NEW DELHI: Nita M. 
Ambani was honoured 
with the KISS Humanitar-
ian Award 2025 at a grand 
ceremony held in Bhu-
baneswar on Tuesday.

The award was present-
ed at the campus of  the 
Kalinga Institute of  Social 
Sciences in recognition of  
her contribution to social 
development through the 
Reliance Foundation. 

The honour was con-
ferred on her by Nobel 
Laureate Mohan Munas-
inghe and Achyuta Saman-
ta, founder of  KISS, KIIT 
and KIMS.

The ceremony was 
attended by nearly 40,000 
tribal students, who wel-
comed her with traditional 
performances.

In her address, Nita 
Ambani said she felt proud 
to receive the award and 
dedicated it to the entire 
team of  the Reliance Foun-
dation.

She praised Achyuta 
Samanta for building 
world-class institutions 
like KIIT and KISS, calling 
them a matter of  pride for 
the country.

She expressed gratitude 
for the warm welcome and 
said she would always 

remember the love and 
affection shown by the 
students.

She also spoke about 
Odisha's rich culture and 
traditions, adding that the 
state's people share a deep 
connection with nature.

Encouraging the stu-
dents, she emphasised 
that there is no difference 
between boys and girls and 
that both have equal poten-
tial to succeed.

She urged them to 
dream big and work hard 
to achieve their goals, 
while also staying on the 
path of  honesty and righ-
teousness.

"Seeing the students 

at KISS gives her confi-
dence that India's future is 
bright," Nita Ambani said.

She described her visit 
to the institutions as a spe-
cial and memorable experi-
ence.

The KISS Humanitar-
ian Award, instituted in 
2008, is the highest honour 
given by the institute. It 
recognises individuals 
and organisations for their 
outstanding humanitarian 
work across the world.

The award includes a 
citation and a gold plated 
trophy symbolising kind-
ness, hope and the spirit of  
helping others.

Middle East conflict hits China’s 

exports as shipping costs soar
IANS 

NEW DELHI: The conflict 
in the Middle East has hit 
China’s exports due to the 
disruption in shipping, 
which has caused goods to 
pile up in the local ware-
houses, according to media 
reports.

The report in CBC news 
came from the Chinese city 
of  Yiwu, which is known 
as the world’s supermar-
ket, as it is a key supplier 
of  household goods and 
electronic products to US 
commerce giants such as 
Amazon and Walmart, as 

well as to the Middle East.
The report by Chris 

Brown states that due to 
the sharp rise in shipping 
costs as well as the danger 
to commercial ships due to 
the Iran war, importers are 
not lifting Chinese goods, as 
a result of  which the inven-
tory is piling up. Shipping 
costs are reported to have 
gone up fivefold from $1,200 
per container to $6,000, the 
report cited a local business-
man as saying.

Apart from the high ship-
ping costs, some importers 
do not want to take the risk 
of  transporting goods, as it 

is not considered safe due 
to the attacks taking place 
on commercial shipping 
amid the Middle East war. 
Another oil tanker was 
hit in the Persian Gulf  on 
Tuesday, which appears to 
show that their fears are 
well-founded.

The report points out 
that the city in Eastern 
China provides an insight 
into how the Iran war and 
the blocking of  the Strait 
of  Hormuz are disrupting 
global supply chains.

The report cites some 
local businessmen as 
saying that the Middle East 

consumes about 30 per cent 
of  the goods exported from 
the Chinese city.

Apart from the exports 
being adversely impacted 
due to the war, China has 
also been hit on the energy 
front, as it is one of  the big-
gest buyers of  Iranian oil, 
the report points out.

Similarly, a lot of  liqui-
fied natural gas (LNG) 
imported by China comes 
from Qatar. The Middle 
East country has shut 
down some operations due 
to air attacks on its gas 
facilities, and this has dis-
rupted supplies.
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WEDNESDAY, 18 MARCH 

DHURANDHAR (A)
HINDI - 12:00 PM, 02:00 PM

O’ ROMEO (A) 
HINDI - 12:00 PM, 03:30 PM

DHURANDHAR THE REVENGE (A)
HINDI - 05:00 PM, 07:00 PM
HINDI ATMOS - 06:00 PM

‘There is no case to be made 
that this was not out’: MCC 
issues verdict on Salman 
Agha run-out controversy

IANS 

NEW DELHI: The Maryle-
bone Cricket Club (MCC) 
has clarified that the 
controversial run out of  
Salman Ali Agha during 
the second ODI between 
Bangladesh and Pakistan 
in Dhaka was correctly 
adjudged under the Laws 
of  Cricket, while also 
noting that the fielding side 
could have chosen to with-
draw the appeal in keeping 
with the Spirit of  Cricket.

The incident occurred 
when Bangladesh all-
rounder Mehidy Hasan 
Miraz attempted to field a 
shot played by Mohammad 
Rizwan. As Miraz moved 
across the pitch to collect 
the ball, he collided with 
Agha, who had backed up 
at the non-striker’s end. 
In the confusion that fol-
lowed, Agha bent down as 
if  to pick up the ball and 
hand it back to the bowler, 
seemingly under the 
impression that play had 
come to a halt.

However, Miraz quick-
ly gathered the ball and 
deflected it onto the stumps 
while Agha was still out-
side his crease, leading to 
the Pakistan captain’s dis-
missal. After the match, 
Agha referenced the Spirit 
of  Cricket, remarking that 
he would have chosen dif-
ferently had he been the 
fielder and instead “gone 
for sportsman spirit.”

In response to the debate 
over the incident, the MCC 
issued a statement con-
firming that the on-field 
decision was correct. 
“Under Laws, there is little 
that either umpire could 
have done differently. The 
non-striker was clearly out 
of  his ground when the 
wicket was broken, and 
the ball was in play. That 
is out,” the statement said.

The MCC also pointed 
out that Agha had put 
himself  at greater risk by 
trying to handle the ball.

“It is also worth point-

ing out that the non-striker 
had left his ground when 
the ball was in play and 
had just started to attempt 
to regain his ground when 
he collided with Mehidy. 
Furthermore, no batter 
should attempt to pick the 
ball up without the consent 
of  the fielding side, and had 
he done so, he would have 
been at risk of  an Obstruct-
ing the field dismissal. In 
retrospect, he would have 
been better using that 
time to attempt to regain 
his ground,” the statement 
read.

Amid suggestions that 
the ball should have been 
declared dead after the col-
lision, the MCC rejected 
that interpretation, stat-
ing that the Laws did not 
permit such a ruling in this 
situation.

“There have been some 
suggestions that the ball 
should have been treated 
as Dead. That is not viable 
under the Laws; the ball 
does not become dead 
when players collide - if  it 
did, that would incentivise 
players to seek out colli-
sions when the situation 

was advantageous. There 
was no question of  a seri-
ous injury, so there could 
be no call of  Dead ball for 
that. It could not have been 
clear to the umpire that 
all the players ceased to 
consider the ball to be in 
play, since Mehidy clearly 
believed it was live, even if  
Agha did not. And it cannot 
have been finally settled in 
the hands of  the bowler or 
wicket-keeper, since it was 
on the ground.”

The MCC further 
explained that even the 
revised dead-ball law, 
scheduled to take effect in 
October, would not have 
changed the outcome of  
the incident.

“Under the new Laws, 
which will come into effect 
in October, an umpire will 
be able to determine that 
the ball is finally settled 
if  it is stationary on the 
ground. However, it is 
hard to make an argument 
that the ball is finally set-
tled if  the nearest fielder 
to it is attempting to run 
the non-striker out, with 
that non-striker out of  
their ground.

“There is no case, there-
fore, to be made that this 
was Not Out under Law, 
nor that the Law could 
be rewritten to somehow 
make a situation like this 
Not out.”

While backing the dis-
missal's legality, the MCC 
acknowledged that Bangla-
desh could have recalled 
the batter if  they wished 
to uphold the Spirit of  
Cricket.

“Yet many people have 
expressed sympathy for 
Agha and suggested that 
this dismissal was against 
the Spirit of  Cricket.

“It certainly would have 
been possible for Mehidy, 
as Bangladesh captain, to 
withdraw his appeal. Agha 
clearly thought the ball was 
dead and was attempting to 
assist the fielding side after 
an unintentional collision, 
which made it harder for 
him to regain his ground. 
The Laws allow a with-
drawal for incidents where 
the batter is out in Law, but 
the fielding side feels that it 
would be better, within the 
Spirit of  Cricket, to allow 
them to continue.”

There is more to Indian cricket than 

just a couple of people, says R. Ashwin
IANS 

KOLKATA: The realisa-
tion that it was time for him 
to retire from Test cricket 
dawned on former India 
all-rounder Ravichandran 
Ashwin when the younger 
and less experienced Wash-
ington Sundar was pre-
ferred over him for a Test 
match in Australia.

During India's tour of  
Australia in 2024, senior 
bowler Ashwin lost his 
place in the XI and decided 
to retire at the end of  the 
series.

At an event in Kol-
kata on Tuesday, Ashwin 
opened up about the 
moment he realised his 
time with the Indian team 
had come to an end. “At 
Perth, I was the senior 
bowler. Washi (Washington 
Sundar) played that Test, 
and I realised that my time 
was up,” he said.

His retirement after the 
Brisbane Test prompted 
criticism of  the team man-
agement, especially after 
Rohit Sharma and Virat 
Kohli also stepped away 
following the series. Head 
coach Gautam Gambhir 
faced trolling on social 
media amid suggestions 
that senior players had 

been pushed towards 
retirement. Ashwin, how-
ever, dismissed that narra-
tive and backed Gambhir’s 
approach.

“I like Gautam, and 
many people may have dif-
ferent opinions about him, 
but he is someone who 
always puts the team ahead 
of  individuals,” Ashwin 
said. “He credits the team, 
not individuals, and that’s 
something I admire.”

Ashwin also spoke about 
the culture within the 
Indian dressing room and 

the importance of  looking 
beyond individual stars. 
“There is more to Indian 
cricket than just a couple 
of  people,” he said.

Reflecting on his long 
association with Virat 
Kohli and Rohit Sharma, 
Ashwin highlighted the 
bond within the group 
during their years togeth-
er. “The best part about us 
was that none of  us blamed 
each other. We all wanted 
India to win and make the 
country proud. We were 
motivated to do that,” he 

said.
Ashwin, who finished 

his Test career with more 
than 500 wickets, also 
shared his views on the 
challenges facing the 
Indian Test team during 
the ongoing transition. 
“The team is in transition. 
Playing against spin is a 
problem, but for me, bat-
ting is not that big an issue. 
We will produce batters,” 
he said.

“Bowling is not as effec-
tive as batting, and that’s 
where the concern lies.”

PGTI NexGen: Aryav Shah leads after 

round one at Golden Greens
IANS 

G U RU G R A M :  T h e 
21-year-old rookie Aryav 
Shah of  Kolkata fired a 
four-under 68 to lead after 
round one of  the INR 
25 lakh DP World PGTI 
NexGen 2026 being played 
at the Golden Greens Golf  
& Country Club in Guru-
gram on Tuesday.

The trio of  Ayaan Gupta, 
Lakshya Nagar, and Malay-
sia’s Ruhanraj Vinayagam 
returned scores of  three-
under 69 to be tied third. 
Ayaan and Ruhanraj, like 
Aryav, are also playing 
their debut season on the 
DP World PGTI.

Aryav Shah had a slow 
front-nine where he made 
two birdies and two bogeys. 

However, Aryav had a 
strong back nine where he 
made four birdies.

The 54-hole event fea-
tures a field of  90. The top 
35 players and ties will 
make the cut at the end of  
round two on Wednesday.

The NexGen Tour was 
launched by the PGTI last 
year with the objective of  

providing equal playing 
opportunities to all pro-
fessional golfers of  India 
and to increase the bench 
strength in Indian golf, 
which in turn increases 
competition and the level of  
golf. The NexGen also aims 
to take professional golf  to 
Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities in 
India, thus expanding the 

reach of  the sport within 
the country.

The 2026 PGTI Qualify-
ing School participants 
are eligible to play on 
the NexGen Tour in 2026. 
The winner of  this year’s 
NexGen Order of  Merit 
will earn an exemption on 
the main tour (DP World 
PGTI) for the 2027 season.

The NexGen 2026 season 
got underway with the 
first event at the Aravalli 
Golf  Club in Faridabad. 
Abhishek Kumar pro-
duced a tournament low 
score, a sublime bogey-
free eight-under 64 in the 
third and final round, to 
register a sensational 
come-from-behind victory 
in the first leg, which fea-
tured 72 players.


