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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2

www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

Srinagar   Saturday 14, March 2026 Vol: 17 Issue No: 64 Pages: 08 Price:  1/- (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa) RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication In Jammu & Kashmir, we have completed key safety and commuter facility 

works on NH-44 with a total project cost of about ₹171.25 crore. The initiatives 
include blackspot rectification at SIDCO Chowk and the Gole Mela–Sangoor 
stretch, construction of an LVUP with service roads at Samba, and develop-
ment of modern Wayside Amenities at Jhajjar Kotli, Qazigund, and Marhama.

Nitin Gadkari
@Nitin_gadkari

Cabinet Condemns 
Attack On Farooq 
Abdullah

AGENCIES

JAMMU: The Jammu 
& Kashmir Cabinet on 
Friday unanimously con-
demned the attack on 
National Conference pres-
ident Dr. Farooq Abdul-
lah, sources disclosed.

Sources said that the 
cabinet meeting, chaired 
by Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah, condemned the 
assassination attempt on 
Dr. Farooq Abdullah and 
demanded a deeper inves-
tigation into the incident.

Dr. Farooq Abdullah 
had a narrow escape on 
Wednesday evening when 
a person, identified as 
Kamal Singh Jamwal, a 
resident of  Purani Mandi, 
Jammu, approached him 
from behind with a pistol 
and opened fire.

The accused was quick-
ly overpowered by two 
officers of  the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police’s security 
wing, and the shot fired by 
him missed the target—
(KNO) P-06

Values embedded in 
our culture embody an 
ideology that places 
humanity above all

Region's identity 
is not defined 
merely by economic 
achievements; it shines 
through its stories, 
songs, and the vibrant 
hues of its artisans

Society shaped by our 
abundant literary and 
cultural wealth will 
determine who we 
are and what we can 
become

I urge everyone to 
reflect in this festival 
of literature and 
culture on the true 
identity that binds us

True confluence of 
culture and literature 
means engaging 
with the soil through 
diverse art forms

Kashmir Observes 
Jumat-ul-Vida With 
Religious Fervour
Over 1.5 Lakh Devotees Gather At Hazratbal Shrine

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Walking with 
the support of  a wooden stick 
and moving slowly through 
the sea of  people, 80-year-old 
Ghulam Nabi finally found a 
place in the front rows of  dev-
otees gathered at the revered 
Hazratbal Shrine on Friday.

Each step was slow but 
determined. For Nabi, age 
was no barrier as devotion 
pulled him towards the 
shrine on the last Friday of  
Ramdan— Jumat-ul-Vida.

“I have been coming here 
for decades for Jumat-ul-
Vida prayers. Even if  my legs 
grow weak, my faith brings 
me here,” he said moments 
before joining thousands of  
worshippers in prayer.

Nabi was among an ocean 
of  devotees who thronged 
Hazratbal to offer congrega-
tional prayers on Jumat-ul-
Vida, one of  the most spiri-
tually significant days for 
Muslims.

From the early hours of  
the morning, streams of  dev-
otees from different districts 
of  Kashmir could be seen 
heading towards the shrine.

Many walked long dis-
tances while others arrived 
in buses and private vehicles, 
filling the roads leading to 
Hazratbal with people eager 
to offer prayers and suppli-
cations.

The lawns, courtyards 
and adjoining roads around 
the shrine turned into a vast 
congregation as worshippers 
raised their hands in prayer 
seeking peace, prosperity 
and wellbeing for the people 
of  Jammu and Kashmir.

Officials said that to facili-
tate the massive gathering, 
authorities had put in place 
elaborate arrangements 
across Srinagar.

They said special bus 
services from Jammu and 
Kashmir State Road Trans-
port Corporation (JKSRTC) 
and Srinagar P-06

LG Urges Literature Practitioners, Artists To 
Preserve Rich Heritage For New Generation
Says Jammu's Traditions In Literature, Culture Have Taught Us To Rise Above Divisions Of Caste, Creed

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Friday 
urged the practitioners of  lit-
erature and arts to preserve 
Jammu division's rich heri-
tage, promote its legacy, and 
connect the new generation to 
their roots.

“Jammu's traditions in 
literature, culture, and spiri-
tuality have taught us to rise 
above divisions of  caste, creed, 
and artificial boundaries. The 
values embedded in our cul-
ture embody an ideology that 
places humanity above all,” 
the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
was speaking at the inaugural 
ceremony of  two-day literary-
cultural conclave “Sahitya 
Sanskriti Samagam”, organ-
ised by University of  Jammu. 
He commended the Universi-
ty of  Jammu for its steadfast 
commitment to preserving 
and promoting the region’s 
cultural ethos and making its 
mark among the country’s top 
universities.

The Lieutenant Governor 
said the society shaped by our 
abundant literary and cultural 

wealth will determine who we 
are and what we can become.

He urged everyone to reflect 
in this festival of  literature 
and culture on the true iden-
tity that binds us and instills 
a profound sense of  belonging.

“True confluence of  culture 
and literature means engaging 
with the soil through diverse art 
forms, infusing new resonance 
into society's soul,” he said.

Paying homage to great 
luminaries and illustrious 
literary personalities, the 

Lieutenant Governor empha-
sised that a region's identity 
is not defined merely by eco-
nomic achievements; it shines 
through its stories, songs, and 
the vibrant hues of  its arti-
sans. He said that the society's 
enlightened minds must recog-
nize folk arts and folk litera-
ture as Jammu's living vitality.

“Our folk traditions do not 
dwell in libraries; they thrive 
in writers' quills, singers' songs, 
folk dance footprints, and art-
ists' brushes and P-06

“JAMMU'S TRADITIONS IN LITERATURE, CULTURE, AND spirituality 
have taught us to rise above divisions of caste, creed, and artificial boundaries. The 
values embedded in our culture embody an ideology that places humanity above all,” 

Vinai Kumar Saxena Takes 

Oath As 4th LG Of Ladakh
GMK NEWS NETWORK

LEH: Vinai Kumar Saxena 
Friday took oath as the 4th 
Lieutenant Governor of  the 
Union Territory of  Ladakh at 
a ceremony held at the Arya 
Nagarjuna Auditorium of  
the Central Institute of  Bud-
dhist Studies (CIBS) in Cho-
glamsar.

The oath of  office and 
secrecy was administered 
by the Hon’ble Chief  Justice 
of  the High Court of  Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh, 
Justice Arun Palli. Ear-
lier, Chief  Secretary Ashish 
Kundra read out the warrant 
of  appointment issued by the 
President of  India, following 
which Shri Vinai Kumar 
Saxena signed the charge 
certificate.

Saxena succeeds Kavinder 
Gupta as the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of  the Union Territory 
of  Ladakh.

Following the swearing-in 
ceremony, Shri Vinai Kumar 
Saxena was accorded a cer-

emonial guard of  honour by 
the Ladakh Police.

Interacting with the media 
after the ceremony, the Lieu-
tenant Governor expressed 
his gratitude to Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Shri Nar-
endra Modi and the Union 
Home Minister Shri Amit 
Shah for entrusting him with 
the responsibility of  serv-
ing the people of  Ladakh. 
Describing Ladakh as the 
“crown of  India”, he assured 
that he would work whole-
heartedly in accordance with 
the aspirations and P-06

     Evacuation Process Gains Pace

First Batch Of Kashmiri Students 

Cross Armenian Border From Iran 
JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: The first batch 
of  Kashmiri medical students 
stranded in Iran has crossed 
into Armenia and is heading 
to temporary accommodation, 
with around 150 students from 
Kashmir expected to land in 
Delhi and Mumbai on March 15 
as the repatriation process gath-
ers pace.

According to details obtained, 
students from Urmia University 
have already crossed the Arme-
nian border and are safe and in 
stable condition. Those with con-
firmed flight tickets for March 14 
are expected to proceed to the 
airport shortly for their onward 
journey to India.

A second group that depart-
ed from Qom has reached the 
border and is awaiting immi-
gration clearance before cross-

ing into Armenia. Students 
from Shiraz Medical University 
have safely reached Qom after 
being relocated from their cam-
puses and are expected to move 
towards Azerbaijan or Armenia 
once their visas are processed.

Around 27 students from 
Arak Medical University, along 

with several other Indian stu-
dents, have also reached the 
border safely and are staying at 
a hotel near the crossing while 
awaiting further travel arrange-
ments. Their flights to India are 
scheduled for March 20.

Despite the progress, con-
cerns persist. P-06
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Cabinet Approves 18% 

Passenger Fare Hike
Gives Go-Ahead To Enhancing 
Allowances Of Ministers, MLAs

AGENCIES

JAMMU: The Cabinet on 
Friday approved an 18 per-
cent hike in fares for all pas-
senger vehicles, sources dis-
closed.

Sources said 
that Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdul-
lah chaired a 
Cabinet meeting 
here this morn-
ing in which sev-
eral important 
decisions were taken. The 
proposals cleared by the Cab-
inet will go to the Lieutenant 
Governor for approval.

According to sources, the 
Cabinet greenlighted the pro-
posal of  an 18 percent hike in 
fares for all passenger vehi-
cles and fixed e-rickshaw fare 
at Rs 15 per kilometre, e-auto 
at Rs 25 for the first kilometre 
and Rs 20 thereafter.

Sources said the Cabinet 
also gave its approval to the 
enhancement of  allowances 
for Ministers, Members of  
the Legislative Assembly, the 
Speaker of  the Legislative 
Assembly, and the Leader of  

Opposition.
T he Cabinet 
approved the 
proposal  to 
amend rules to 
enhance their 
allowances for 
travel, medical 

care and housing and car 
loan facilities.

The Cabinet is under-
stood to have also given its 
go-ahead to the creation of  
136 faculty posts (27 Profes-
sors, 109 Associate Profes-
sors) in Government Medi-
cal College Jammu and Gov-
ernment Medical College 
Srinagar.

Sources said the P-06

Panel Led By HM Shah Clears Additional 
Disaster Relief Aid Of Rs 330.34 Crore For J&K  

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: The Centre 
has approved ₹330.34 crore 
as additional financial assis-
tance to Jammu and Kash-
mir from the National Disas-
ter Response Fund (NDRF) 
to support relief  measures 
for natural disasters during 
2025, the Union Home Minis-
try said on Friday.

The assistance, was 
cleared by a high-level com-
mittee chaired by Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah.

According to an official 
statement, the funds have 
been sanctioned for areas 
affected by floods, flash 
floods, cloudbursts, land-
slides and cyclonic storm 
‘Montha’ during 2025.

The committee approved 
a total of  Rs 1,912.99 crore as 
additional central assistance 
for six states and Union ter-

ritories. Of  this, Rs 330.34 
crore has been allocated to 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Other states receiving 
assistance include Andhra 
Pradesh (Rs 341.48 crore), 
Chhattisgarh (Rs 15.70 
crore), Gujarat (Rs 778.67 
crore), Himachal Pradesh 
(Rs 288.39 crore) and Naga-
land (Rs 158.41 crore).

The assistance will be 

provided from the National 
Disaster Response Fund and 
will be subject to adjustment 
of  50 per cent of  the open-
ing balance available in the 
State Disaster Response 
Fund (SDRF) for the year, 
the ministry said.

The Union government 
said the additional assis-
tance is over and above the 
funds already released to 

states under the SDRF.
The ministry said that 

during the financial year 
2025–26, the Centre has 
released Rs 20,735.20 crore 
to 28 states under the SDRF 
and Rs 3,628.18 crore to 21 
states from the NDRF.

It added that Rs 5,373.20 
crore has also been released 
to 23 states from the State 
Disaster Mitigation Fund 
and Rs 1,189.56 crore to 21 
states from the National 
Disaster Mitigation Fund.

The government said it 
continues to support states 
and Union territories affect-
ed by natural disasters and 
provide necessary assis-
tance for relief  and rehabili-
tation measures.

Notably, J&K witnessed 
a series of  severe weather-
related disasters in 2025, 
resulting in significant loss 
of  life and P-06

J&K Govt To Overhaul 
Rules For Class IV Jobs

AGENCIES

JAMMU: In a significant move, the 
Jammu and Kashmir Government 
has decided to review the rules gov-
erning the appointment of  Class IV 
employees, commonly referred to as 
multi-tasking staff.

To initiate the process, the gov-
ernment has constituted a high-level 
committee under the chairmanship 
of  the Administrative Secretary, 
Finance Department. The commit-
tee also includes the Administrative 
Secretary, General Administration 
Department; Administrative Secre-
tary, Skill Development Department; 
and Administrative Secretary, Law, 
Justice and Parliamentary Affairs 
Department.

The committee has been man-
dated to review the statutory order 
issued by the General Administra-
tion Department on January 29, 
2022, which re-designated all “Class 
IV” jobs in Jammu and Kashmir as 
“Multitasking Staff  (MTS),” except 
sanitation workers and posts requir-
ing technical qualifications.

It has also been tasked with 
reviewing relevant statutes to sug-
gest appropriate measures P-06

Tehran To Give Safe Passage To 
Indian Ships In Strait Of Hormuz: Iran 

IANS

NEW DELHI: Iran's Ambas-
sador to India, Mohammad 
Fathali, on Friday, indicated 
that Indian ships could soon 
get safe passage through the 
Strait of  Hormuz amid esca-
lating tensions in the Middle 
East, which has brought 
transit through the crucial 
waterway to a standstill.

Pointing out that India 
and Iran share common 
interests in the region, Fath-
ali said, "Yes, because India 
is our friend. You will see 
it within two or three 
hours. We believe that 
Iran and India share 
common interests 
in the region."

"As ambassador in India, 
I say that the Indian govern-
ment in this situation, after 
the war, helped us in differ-
ent fields," he added.

The Ambassador's state-
ment comes a day after Irani-
an Deputy Foreign Minister 
Majid Takht-Ravanchi said 
that Tehran has permitted 
ships from some countries to 
transit the Strait of  Hormuz.

He also dismissed alle-
gations about Iran laying 
mines in the Strait, saying 
"this is not true, it is closed 
during the war".

The Minister said Iran 
will not let enemy countries 
use the Strait.

"As far as Iran is con-
cerned, we feel P-06
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DDC Anantnag reviews 
progress of RDD Sector
Emphasizes inclusive, sustainable Rural Development

Kathua Admin holds mega 

employment drive amid overwhelming 

youth participation
Over 500 candidates screened, 393 shortlisted and 116 selected on spot

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: To assess 
the physical and financial 
progress of  Capex and Cen-
trally Sponsored Schemes 
(CSS) implemented by RDD 
in the district, District 
Development Commission-
er (DDC) Anantnag, Dr. 
Bilal Mohiud Din Bhat on 
Thursday chaired a review 
meeting at Dak Bungalow, 
Khanabal.

During the meeting, the 
DDC conducted a compre-
hensive review of  key rural 
development programmes, 
including MGNREGA 
Scheme, PMAY(G), RGSA, 
Panchayat Ghars, Common 
Service Centres (CSCs) and 
other works being executed 
under District Capex, UT 
Capex and MPLADS.

Reviewing implemen-
tation of  MGNREGA, the 
DDC assessed both physi-
cal and financial prog-
ress, including workforce 
participation and key 
performance indicators 
under the scheme. It was 
informed that out of  9412 
works taken up during 
2025-26, 7686 have been 
completed and 31.44 lakh 
PDs were generated.

The DDC laid emphasis 
on maintaining transpar-
ency in execution of  works 
besides timely completion 
of  approved projects.

On PMAY-G, the meeting 
was informed that 324 land-
less beneficiaries in the dis-
trict were identified under 

the AWAASPlus PWL 
Survey; land was alloted 
for 31 of  those by revenue 
authorities and houses 
have been sanctioned in 
their favor. Further, 276 
cases were rejected after 
verification, and 17 cases 
are presently under consid-
eration.

The DDC directed con-
cerned officers to expedite 
the resolution of  pending 
cases and ensure that eli-
gible beneficiaries receive 
housing assistance without 
delay.

In connection with 
RGSA, the meeting dis-
cussed initiatives aimed 
at strengthening Pan-
chayati Raj Institutions 
through capacity build-

ing, improved governance 
practices and institution-
al strengthening at the 
grassroots level. The DDC 
stressed the effective uti-
lization of  RGSA funds for 
enhancing the functional 
capacity of  Panchayats.

The progress of  Pan-
chayat Ghars and Common 
Service Centres (CSCs) for 
the financial year 2025–26 
was also reviewed. Offi-
cials briefed the chair 
that against a target of  58 
Panchayat Ghar Works, 54 
have been alloted, 47 taken 
up and 30 stand complet-
ed/handed over indicating 
a progress of  64 against 
taken up works. Similarly, 
30 CSCs have been complet-
ed/handed over out of  total 

48 taken up against a target 
of  59 CSCs.

On Initiative of  Pan-
chayat Learning Centres 
(PLCs), one is partly oper-
ational and 4 more have 
been nominated in FY 
2025-26. Advances made on 
Panchayat Advancement 
Index (PAI), which aimed 
at evaluating governance 
performance of  Panchay-
ats across various develop-
ment indicators, were also 
discussed.

Taking stock of  works 
under District Capex, UT 
Capex and MPLADS, the 
DDC stressed strict adher-
ence to timelines, qual-
ity standards and effective 
monitoring of  projects. He 
directed officers to remove 
bottlenecks and ensure 
developmental benefits 
reach rural communities 
in effective manner.

Reiterating the admin-
istration’s commitment 
to inclusive and sustain-
able rural development, 
Dr. Bilal issued instruc-
tions to identify and pri-
oritize works for devel-
oping playfields in Pan-
chayats without these 
amenities. He also called 
for enhancing rural san-
itation and cleanliness 
through effective imple-
mentation of  SBM(G) and 
other initiatives.

The meeting was attend-
ed by ADC, CPO, ACR, 
ACD, Exen REW, BDOs, 
AEEs, AEs and other con-
cerned officials.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KATHUA: In a major ini-
tiative to connect local 
youth with employment 
opportunities, the District 
Administration Kathua 
in collaboration with the 
District Employment and 
Career Counselling Centre 
(DE&CC) organised a Mega 
Job Fair here on the Sports 
Stadium.

The event was inaugu-
rated by Deputy Commis-
sioner Rajesh Sharma, who 
interacted with participat-
ing employers and job seek-
ers, while appreciating the 
initiative.

The job fair witnessed 
enthusiastic participation of  
youth from different parts 
of  the district, with more 
than 600 job seekers attend-
ing the event to explore 
career opportunities across 
multiple sectors.

More than 20 industries 
and companies participat-
ed in the recruitment drive, 
offering over 500 vacancies 
for skilled, semi-skilled and 
fresh candidates. Promi-
nent participating organ-

isations included Godrej 
Consumer Products, Varun 
Beverages, Chenab Textile 
Mills, Raxa Security, Kan-
dhari Beverages Pvt. Ltd., 
OPI Agro Group, LIC, SBI 
Life Insurance and several 
other local industries.

The available job roles 
spanned sectors such as 
manufacturing, sales, mar-
keting, finance and techni-
cal services, catering to a 

wide range of  professional 
interests and skill sets.

During the recruitment 
process, more than 500 
candidates were screened 
by participating compa-
nies. Out of  these, 393 can-
didates were shortlisted 
while 116 candidates were 
selected on the spot for 
various positions.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner personally reviewed 

the arrangements and 
encouraged youth to active-
ly avail such platforms to 
connect with industries 
and explore employment 
opportunities. He also 
appreciated the efforts of  
the District Employment 
and Career Counselling 
Centre and participating 
industries for facilitating 
employment linkages for 
local youth.

A dedicated Mission 
YUVA awareness and reg-
istration desk was also set 
up at the venue to inform 
youth about the objectives 
and benefits of  the Mission 
YUVA initiative. The desk 
also provided information 
about the Job Matching 
Platform under Mission 
YUVA, where employers 
can post their vacancies 
and interested youth can 
explore and apply for suit-
able job opportunities.

The Job Fair was coor-
dinated by the District 
Employment and Career 
Counselling Centre under 
the supervision of  Assis-
tant Director Employment 
Piyusha Khajuria.

Mission YUVA

Potential Entrepreneurship 
Mela organized at Pahalgam

Agri Deptt organizes Valley-
Wide Training Program on 
Scientific Beekeeping

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: Department 
of  Employment, Anantnag 
in collaboration with Sub-
Divisional Administration 
Pahalgam, Friday organ-
ised a Potential Entrepre-
neurship Mela under Mis-
sion YUVA at Town Hall 
Pahalgam.

The event was attended 
by SDM Pahalgam, Qaiser 
Mehmood as Chief  Guest 
and was also attended by 
District Employment Offi-
cer (DEO), officers from 
various line departments, 
representatives from 
banks, members of  Team 
Mission YUVA and aspir-
ing entrepreneurs.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the DEO briefed about 
the objectives and oppor-
tunities being provided 
under Mission YUVA, 
emphasizing the impor-
tance of  youth entrepre-
neurship and self-employ-
ment initiatives launched 
by the Government.

During the programme, 
representatives from vari-
ous banks assured youth 
of  timely processing and 
disbursement of  financial 
assistance under Mission 
YUVA.

The highlight of  the 
program was the success-

ful entrepreneurs sharing 
their inspiring stories and 
motivating youth to take 
up entrepreneurship as 
career option.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, SDM Pahalgam 
urged the youth to actively 
avail the benefits of  Mis-
sion YUVA and encour-
aged them to explore self-
employment opportunities 
under different govern-
ment schemes. He asked 
the bank representatives 
to ensure disbursement 
in respect of  all pending 
eligible cases so that the 
youth are provided mean-
ingful employment in a 
time bound manner.

 He further advised the 
successful entrepreneurs 
to serve as ambassadors 
for motivating others and 
become catalysts for effec-
tive implementation of  the 
flagship initiative.

Earlier, the SDM 
inspected the stalls 
installed by the concerned 
departments and financial 
institutions associated 
with implementation of  
Mission YUVA and other 
self-employment schemes.

The event served as an 
important platform to con-
nect youth with financial 
institutions and concerned 
government agencies.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a signifi-
cant initiative to promote 
beekeeping as a viable 
livelihood option and equip 
beekeepers with the latest 
scientific practices, the 
Directorate of  Agriculture 
Kashmir Friday launched 
a comprehensive seven-
day training program 
on Scientific Beekeeping 
across the Kashmir Valley.

The program was inau-
gurated by Director Agri-
culture Kashmir, Sartaj 

Ahmad Shah, at Director-
ate hall Lalmandi Srinagar. 
The training at Lalmandi 
serves the central districts, 
while parallel sessions are 
being conducted for North 
Kashmir at the Faculty of  
Agriculture, Wadura, and 
for South Kashmir at the 
DAK Bungalow, Anantnag.

The training aims to 
acquaint existing and 
aspiring beekeepers with 
modern, scientific meth-
ods of  apiculture, includ-
ing colony management, 
disease prevention, honey 
extraction techniques, 
value addition of  hive 
products, and strategies to 
enhance pollination ser-
vices for better crop yields, 
particularly in oilseed and 
horticultural crops.

Sartaj Ahmad Shah, 
while inaugurating the 
program at Lalmandi, 

emphasized the importance 
of  scientific beekeeping in 
boosting rural economies, 
generating employment 
opportunities, and support-
ing sustainable agriculture 
in the region. He highlight-
ed that beekeeping not only 
provides additional income 
to farmers but also plays a 
crucial role in enhancing 
biodiversity and agricul-
tural productivity through 
improved pollination.

The seven-day program 
features expert-led ses-
sions, practical demon-

strations, and interactive 
discussions covering all 
aspects of  modern bee-
keeping practices tailored 
to the agro-climatic condi-
tions of  Kashmir. Partici-
pants include progressive 
farmers, youth entrepre-
neurs, and established 
beekeepers from various 
districts of  the Valley.

This initiative aligns 
with the broader goals of  
the Government of  Jammu 
and Kashmir to diversify 
agricultural activities, 
promote allied sectors, and 
empower rural communi-
ties under various devel-
opmental schemes.

The Directorate of  Agri-
culture Kashmir invites 
interested beekeepers and 
stakeholders to actively 
participate and benefit 
from this capacity-building 
effort.

SKUAST-K joins ICAR-NCVTC 
Network as Mycoplasma Repository

RDD releases ₹196 crore to Strengthen Rural 
Infrastructure, Programme Implementation

2 of family die, 2 injured in Bhaderwah road mishap
DC visits GMC to ensure specialized medical care

B'pora Admin Celebrates 
Jal Arpan Diwas under Jal 
Mahotsav Pakhwada

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: As part of  
the ongoing Jal Mahotsav 
Pakhwada, the District 
Administration Bandi-
pora celebrated Jal Arpan 
Diwas at two Water Supply 
Schemes (WSS) in the dis-
trict Friday.

The programmes were 

organised at WSS Konan 
Babagund in Block Arin 
and WSS Pehlipora Chand-
ergeer, where the completed 
water supply schemes were 
formally handed over to 
the local communities for 
operation and maintenance.

Officials from the 
Jal Shakti Department, 
(Hydraulic) Division Ban-
dipora, along with repre-
sentatives of  Panchayati 

Raj Institutions and local 
residents, participated in 
the events.

During the pro-
grammes, speakers high-
lighted the objectives of  
the Jal Jeevan Mission 
and emphasised the impor-
tance of  community par-
ticipation in the operation 
and maintenance of  water 

supply schemes to ensure 
sustainable and reliable 
drinking water services 
under the Har Ghar Jal 
initiative.

Awareness sessions and 
demonstrations on water 
quality testing were also 
conducted to sensitise the 
public about the impor-
tance of  safe drinking 
water and regular moni-
toring of  water quality.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a move that 
cements Sher-e-Kashmir 
University of  Agricultural 
Sciences and Technologies of  
Kashmir’s status as a premier 
research institution, varsity’s 
Faculty of  Veterinary Sci-
ences & Animal Husbandry 
Shuhama has been formally 
inducted into the Indian 
Council of  Agricultural 
Research’s National Centre 
for Veterinary Type Culture 
(ICAR-NCVTC) network.

 The prestigious national 
recognition designates the 
Veterinary Faculty Shuhama 
as a specialized repository 
unit for Mycoplasma cultures, 
positioning SKUAST-K at the 
forefront of national efforts to 
combat economically impor-
tant livestock diseases.

The inclusion was for-
malised during the XIVth 
Annual Review Meeting of the 
ICAR–NCVTC Network Proj-
ect held at the NASC Complex, 
New Delhi.

 The meeting was chaired 
by Dr Raghavendra Bhatta, 
Deputy Director General, 
Animal Science, ICAR, and 
attended by Dr Divakar 
Hemadri, ADG, Animal 
Health; Dr TK Bhattacharya, 

Director, ICAR-NRCE, and Dr 
RK Vaid, Head of  Division, 
NCVTC.

As a designated repository 
unit, the Mycoplasma Labo-
ratory at Shuhama will play 
a vital role in the collection, 
identification and preservation 
of  veterinary pathogens. The 
collaboration is set to signifi-
cantly enhance the university's 
research capacity and its contri-
bution to national biosecurity.

Dr Mohammad Iqbal 
Yatoo, Associate Professor, 
Division Veterinary Clinical 
Medicine, has been designated 
as the Principal Investigator 
(PI) for the unit.

Vice Chancellor SKUAST-
Kashmir, Prof Nazir Ahmad 
Ganai, congratulated the vet-
erinary scientists particularly 
Dr Yatoo, for their dedicated 
efforts.

"The development is a 
matter of  great pride for 
SKUAST-Kashmir," Prof  
Ganai stated. "Our inclusion 
in the ICAR–NCVTC network 
is a testament to the grow-
ing research excellence and 
national relevance of our uni-
versity. It reinforces our com-
mitment to addressing critical 
challenges in animal health at 
a national and global level", 
he added.
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JAMMU: Rural Develop-
ment Department (RDD) and 
Panchayati Raj Department 
has sanctioned a total outlay 
of  ₹195.96 crore under the 
Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Act (MGNREGA) to sup-
port rural infrastructure 
development and ensure 
timely honorarium pay-
ments to programme staff  
across the Union Territory.

According to Order No. 
79-JK (RD&PR) of  2026 issued 
by Secretary, Rural Develop-

ment and Panchayati Raj, 
Mohammad Aijaz Asad , sanc-
tion has been accorded for the 
release of  Rs 174 crore under 
the material component for 
the financial year 2025–26.

In a separate order, Gov-
ernment Order No. 76-JK 
(RD&PR) of  2026, the depart-
ment has also sanctioned 
₹21.58 crore as honorarium 
for staff  engaged in the 
implementation of  MGN-
REGA from November 2025 
to March 2026, besides ₹38.57 
lakh as honorarium for court 
case staff  handling legal mat-
ters related to the scheme 

during the same period.
Secretary said that the 

timely release of  funds will 
significantly strengthen the 
implementation of  rural 
development programmes 
and accelerate the execu-
tion of  key projects across 
the Union Territory.

Meanwhile, Minister for 
Rural Development and Pan-
chayati Raj, Javid Ahmad 
Dar, expressed gratitude 
to the MoRD for the timely 
release of  a major chunk of  
funds under the MGNREGA 
for the Union Territory of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

DODA: A husband and wife 
died and their two children 
were injured after the car 
they were travelling in met 
with a road accident near 
Basti Pul Nalthi on the 
Bhaderwah–Bani road, this 
morning.   Four members of  
the same family were travel-
ling in the vehicle at the time 
of  the mishap.

The deceased have been 
identified  as Zulfiqar Ali (47) 
son of  Abdul Latief, resident 
of  Lawang Bani and his wife 

Rehana Begum (42). Their 
two sons, Kamran and Arish 
sustained injuries in the 
accident. The injured were 
immediately shifted to Sub-

District Hospital Bhaderwah 
for treatment and were later 
shifted to government medi-
cal college Hospital Doda.   
As per doctors, the victims 

sustained multiple injuries 
but are stable and are pres-
ently under observation.

The District Administra-
tion Doda promptly ensured 
that the injured persons 
received immediate medical 
attention and all required 
treatment.

Meanwhile, Union Min-
ister Dr. Jitendra Singh 
telephonically spoke with 
Deputy Commissioner 
Krishan Lal and directed 
the district administration 
to ensure proper care of  the 
injured and extend all pos-

sible assistance.
Meanwhile, the Deputy 

Commissioner visited the 
Government Medical Col-
lege here to enquire about 
the condition of  the injured.

The hospital authorities 
briefed the Deputy Com-
missioner about the condi-
tion of  the injured and the 
treatment being provided 
to them at the hospital. He 
directed the Chief  Medical 
Officer and attending doc-
tors to ensure the best pos-
sible medical treatment and 
proper care for the injured.
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NC MPs call on President 
Murmu, highlight issues 
concerning UT

Javid Dar attends virtual event for 

release of 22nd instalment of PM-KISAN

IANS

SRINAGAR: Parliament 
members of  the ruling 
National Conference (NC) 
called on President Drou-
padi Murmu at the Rashtra-
pati Bhawan in New Delhi 
on Friday and submitted a 
memorandum highlighting 
issues concerning Jammu 
and Kashmir.

A statement issued by 
the NC said that mem-
bers of  Parliament from 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
National Conference in 
the Rajya Sabha -- Chow-
dry Ramzan, Sajjad Ahmed 
Kichloo and Shammi 
Oberoi on Friday called on 
President Murmu at the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan and 
submitted a memoran-
dum highlighting pressing 
issues concerning Jammu 
and Kashmir.

"The Members strongly 
urged the early restoration 
of  full statehood to Jammu 

and Kashmir in line with 
the assurances made on 
the floor of  Parliament."

"They emphasised the 
need to protect land and job 
rights of  the local popula-
tion and called for a com-
prehensive economic and 
employment package to 
address the growing unem-
ployment crisis among the 
youth," the statement added.

"The MPs also pressed 
for the return of  major 

hydroelectric power proj-
ects presently operated by 
NHPC Limited to Jammu 
and Kashmir, saying that 
the region must receive a 
fair share of  benefits from 
its own natural resources."

"They further high-
lighted the serious environ-
mental challenges facing 
the region, including the 
impact of  climate change 
and the rapid retreat of  
glaciers such as the Kola-

hoi Glacier, and called for 
urgent scientific and policy 
interventions to safeguard 
the fragile Himalayan eco-
system."

Chowdhary Mohammad 
Ramzan, Sajjad Ahmed 
Kichloo and Shammi 
Oberoi are NC Rajya Sabha 
members.

In October last year, 
four members to the Rajya 
Sabha were elected in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

In addition to these 
three belonging to the NC, 
Sat Sharma of  the BJP 
had win the fourth seat to 
the Rajya Sabha from the 
Union Territory.

All these four seats had 
been vacant since Febru-
ary 2021 because there 
was no state Assembly 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
till October 2024 when 
elections were held after 
Jammu and Kashmir was 
under the President's Rule 
in June 2017.
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JAMMU: Minister for 
Agriculture Production, 
Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj, Coopera-
tive and Election Depart-
ment, Javid Ahmad Dar, 
Friday attended the vir-
tual event marking release 
of  the 22nd instalment of  
Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Samman Nidhi (PM-
KISAN) from the Civil Sec-
retariat here.

The installment was 
released by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, who trans-
ferred ₹18,640 crore direct-
ly into the bank accounts 
of  9.32 crore farmers across 
the country through Direct 
Benefit Transfer with a 
single click.

In connection with the 
nationwide programme, 
the Union Territory level 
function was organised at 
Sher-e-Kashmir University 
of  Agricultural Sciences 
and Technology of  Jammu 
(SKUAST-Jammu), where 
“PM-KISAN Utsav Diwas” 
was celebrated at Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra, R.S. Pura 
Campus.

MLA, Suchetgarh, 
Gharu Ram Bhagat; 
SKUAST-J Vice Chancel-

lor, Professor B N Tripa-
thi; Secretary in APD, 
Nitu Gupta; Director 
Extension, Dr Amrish 
Vaid; Director Animal Hus-
bandry Jammu, Dr Sanjay 
Gupta; Director Horticul-
ture Jammu, Gul Sayed 
and Director Agricul-
ture Jammu, Anil Gupta 
besides scientists, officials 
of  the Agriculture Produc-
tion Department and other 
stakeholders were present 
on the occasion.

Javid Dar stated that 
the PM-KISAN scheme has 
emerged as a landmark ini-
tiative in providing assured 
financial support to farm-
ers and strengthening the 

rural economy. He said that 
the timely release of  instal-
ments plays an important 
role in helping the farmers 
meet agricultural input 
costs and undertake allied 
farming activities.

The Minister reiterated 
that under the PM-KISAN 
Samman Nidhi Yojana, eli-
gible farmers receive ₹6,000 
per year, which is provided 
in three equal installments 
of  ₹2,000 each, directly 
credited to their bank 
accounts through Direct 
Benefit Transfer.

Meanwhile MLA, Gharu 
Ram Bhagat lauded the Gov-
ernment of  India’s contin-
ued commitment towards 

farmers’ welfare and appre-
ciated the role of  SKUAST-
Jammu in bridging the 
gap between agricultural 
research and farmers’ fields. 
He encouraged farmers to 
adopt modern technologies 
and avail themselves of vari-
ous government support 
schemes aimed at enhanc-
ing the farm productivity 
and income.

The programme con-
cluded with a vote of  
thanks by Dr. Punit Choud-
hary, Chief  Scientist and 
Head, KVK Jammu, who 
expressed gratitude to the 
dignitaries, officials, scien-
tists and farmers for their 
participation.

Live Streaming of 22nd installment 

of PM-KISAN held in Jammu
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Depart-
ment of  Agriculture 
Production & Farmers 
Welfare, Jammu Friday 
organised a live streaming 
of  the release of  the 22nd 
installment of  the Prad-
han Mantri Kisan Samman 
Nidhi (PM-KISAN) by the 
Prime Minister Shri Nar-
endra Modi from the Jyoti-
Bishnu International Cul-
tural Centre, Khanapara, 
Guwahati, Assam.

The programme, held at 
Baba Jitto Kisan Kendra, 
Talab Tillo, was attended 
by MLA Jammu West 
Arvind Gupta as the chief  
guest.

 Among others present 
were  Ashwani Kumar, 
Joint Director (Inputs); 
AmanJyoti Sharma, Joint 
Director (Farms/SLUB); 
Manohar Lal Sharma, 
Chief  Agriculture Officer 
Jammu; Rakesh Sharma, 
DSSO, Anil Angral, Mandal 
Pradhan, other sectoral 
heads and officers of  the 
department, besides more 
than 150 farmers from 
various parts of  Jammu 
district. Veena Wazir, AEA 
conducted the proceedings 
of  the programme.

Meanwhile, Neetu 
Gupta Secretary, Agricul-
ture Production Depart-
ment, Anil Gupta, Director 
Agriculture Jammu and 
Sanjay Anand Joint Direc-
tor Agriculture (Exten-
sion) Jammu attended 
the UT-level programme 
organised for the release 
of  the 22nd installment of  
PM-KISAN at the Confer-

ence Hall, Faculty of  Vet-
erinary Sciences & A.H., 
KVK R.S. Pura, Jammu.

During the national 
event, the Prime Min-
ister released the 22nd 
installment of  PM-KISAN 
amounting to ₹18,640 crore, 
which will be directly 
transferred to the bank 
accounts of  more than 
9.32 crore farmers across 
the country. The financial 
assistance aims to support 
farmers in meeting agri-
cultural input costs and 
allied expenses, thereby 
enhancing their overall 
welfare.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Arvind Gupta, MLA 
Jammu West, described 
the PM-KISAN scheme as 
a mark of  respect to the 
nation’s “Annadata” and 
a significant step towards 
strengthening the finan-
cial security of  farming 
families. He encouraged 
farmers to adopt modern 
and scientific agricultural 
practices to enhance pro-
ductivity and profitability 
and also urged educated 
youth to explore agri-

culture as a viable and 
rewarding profession.

“Around 4.20 lakh active 
beneficiaries of  PM-KISAN 
across Jammu division have 
benefitted from the current 
installment alone, with ₹84 
crore disbursed today,” 
Arvind Gupta added. He 
further stated that a total 
of  ₹1839.27 crore has been 
disbursed to farmers of  the 
Jammu region under the 
scheme so far. Highlighting 
the significance of the initia-
tive, he said that PM-KISAN, 
one of  the world’s largest 
Direct Benefit Transfer 
(DBT) programmes, reflects 
the Government of  India’s 
steadfast commitment to 
building a robust and inclu-
sive agricultural economy.

Similar live streaming 
programmes and aware-
ness events were organ-
ised across all districts, 
sub-divisions, blocks and 
panchayats of  the Jammu 
region by the Agriculture 
Department, making the 
release of  the 22nd install-
ment a participatory and 
inclusive celebration of  
farmer empowerment.

Jumat-ul-Vida

All roads lead to Hazratbal, 

special buses ferry devotees
REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Thousands 
of  devotees thronged the 
revered Hazratbal Shrine 
on Friday for Jumat-ul-
Vida prayers, prompting 
authorities to press spe-
cial buses into service to 
facilitate their movement, 
even as the massive rush 
led to heavy traffic con-
gestion on several routes 
across the city.

Officials said that 
around 22 buses of  the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
State Road Transport Cor-
poration (JKSRTC) and 25 
buses operated by Srinagar 
Smart City Limited (SSCL) 
were deployed to ferry dev-
otees from different parts 
of  Srinagar to Hazratbal 
and back.

Despite the transport 
arrangements and traffic 
diversions put in place by 

authorities, several roads 
leading to Hazratbal and 
adjoining areas witnessed 
heavy congestion as thou-
sands of  people converged 
on the shrine.

Devotees said the roads 
remained choked for long 
periods due to the over-
whelming rush of  vehicles 
and pedestrians.

“We remained stuck 
in traffic for quite some 
time before and after the 

prayers and eventually 
had to walk as the roads 
were completely packed,” 
said Nazir Ahmad, a devo-
tee who had come to offer 
prayers at Hazratbal.

Several others also 
reported similar experi-
ences, saying that move-
ment of  vehicles became 
extremely slow due to the 
large number of  devotees 
returning from the shrine 
at the same time.

“There was a huge rush 
of  people and vehicles on 
the roads. While the buses 
helped many reach the 
shrine, the traffic situa-
tion became difficult to 
manage once the prayers 
concluded,” another devo-
tee said.

Notably, traffic per-
sonnel were deployed 
at various junctions to 
regulate the movement of  
vehicles, while authorities 

maintained that special 
arrangements, including 
additional buses and diver-
sions, were made to ensure 
devotees could attend the 
prayers without major 
inconvenience.

However, the large gath-
ering led to traffic bottle-
necks at several points 
around the shrine and 
adjoining localities, locals 
and eyewitnesses said—
(KNO) 

Dry weather till March 14, 
rain likely from 15: MeT

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Erratic 
weather conditions are 
likely to continue across 
Jammu and Kashmir till 
March 20, with spells of  
rain and snowfall expect-
ed at several places, the 
Meteorological Depart-
ment said on Friday.

According to the Meteo-
rological Centre Srinagar, 
the Union Territory is 
expected to witness gener-

ally dry weather on March 
13 and 14.

From the night of  March 
15 to the morning of  March 
16, the weather is likely to 
remain generally cloudy 
with spells of  light to mod-
erate rain in the plains and 
snowfall in higher reaches 
at many places.

The MeT department 
informed that between the 
night of  March 17 and the 
morning of  March 18, brief  
spells of  light rain or snow-
fall over higher reaches 
are expected at isolated to 
scattered places.

Another spell of  gener-
ally cloudy weather with 
the possibility of  light to 
moderate rain and snow-
fall in higher areas is likely 
at many places between 

the night of  March 19 and 
the morning of  March 20.

The department said 
weather conditions are 
expected to remain gener-
ally dry between March 
21 and 23. However, from 
March 24 to 25, skies may 
remain generally cloudy 
with the possibility of  
light rain or snowfall over 
higher reaches at isolated 
places.

The MeT also issued 
an advisory warning of  

the possibility of  thunder-
storms accompanied by 
gusty winds at a few places 
on the evening of  March 15.

Farmers have been 
advised to resume farm 
operations during the 
relatively stable weather 
window between March 13 
and 14.

Meanwhile, the weather 
during the past 24 hours 
till 8:30 am Thursday saw 
temperatures remain 
above normal in many 
parts of  the Kashmir divi-
sion and several areas of  
the Jammu division.

Precipitation was 
reported at several stations 
across the region, with 
moderate rainfall recorded 
in some areas, the depart-
ment said—(KNO)

Anantnag’s Nagam village bakes its way to US, Saudi Arabia, Russia
15 bakery shops, 200 workers; traditional taste, quality ingredients drive demand abroad

UMAISAR GULL GANIE

KOKERNAG: Nagam village in 
the Kokernag area of  south Kash-
mir’s Anantnag district is gain-
ing recognition for its traditional 
bakery products, which have found 
their way to the United States and 
several other foreign countries due 
to their distinctive taste.

Local bakers said that the 
village has a long-standing tra-
dition of  preparing Kashmiri 
bakery items, which are now 
reaching overseas markets infor-
mally through relatives and 
traders living abroad. They said 
the unique flavour, traditional 
preparation methods and use of  
quality ingredients have made 
these products popular among 
Kashmiris living overseas.

Residents said visitors to the 
area often carry these bakery 
items to countries such as the 
United States and parts of  Europe, 

where the demand for traditional 
Kashmiri bakery products con-
tinues to grow.

Ghulam Mohammad Malik, an 
elderly resident, said the bakery 
profession in the village began 
nearly four decades ago. He said 
Nagam Bakery has earned a 
strong reputation because of  the 
quality ingredients used in its 
preparation.

“High-quality ingredients are 
used in the traditional bakery 
here. Bakers from this village 
have reached every corner of  
India due to the unique taste of  
their products,” he said.

He added that the bakery items 
are now reaching countries like the 
United States and Saudi Arabia, 
as people travelling abroad often 
carry them along. “Even Hajj pil-
grims take these bakery items to 
Saudi Arabia and preserve them 
for months,” he said.

Malik said the business has 

been expanding steadily, with 
many young people in the village 
now earning a livelihood through 
bakery units.

“Around 15 bakery shops are 
operating in this single village, 
and the younger generation is also 
actively joining the trade,” he said.

He added that with limited 
employment opportunities in the 
Valley, small business ventures 
like a bakery provide a reliable 
source of  income.

Locals said many people from 
neighbouring villages are also find-
ing employment in Nagam’s bakery 
shops, with each unit employing 
around six to ten workers.

Mohammad Iqbal Shah, whose 
father introduced the bakery 
business in the village, said their 
products are well known across 
the Valley and are now reaching 
foreign countries as well.

“Our bakery products are 
known for their taste, and cus-

tomers are attracted to the village 
for this reason. We receive orders 
throughout the year, especially 
during weddings and other func-
tions. Around 200 people in the 
village are associated with this 
business,” he said.

Another baker, Bashir Ahmed, 
said the use of  high-quality ingre-
dients like pure ghee has con-
tributed to the popularity of  the 
bakery products.

He said the items are now 
reaching countries such as the 
United States, Saudi Arabia and 
Russia, while the business itself  
has been firmly established in the 
village for nearly two decades.

He said that many young 
people are now turning to the 
bakery as a source of  livelihood. 
“There are very limited employ-
ment opportunities in Kashmir, 
so starting small businesses like 
bakery units is a better option for 
many youth,” he said—(KNO)

Gender Targeting, Inclusion 

Sensitisation workshop held in Kathua

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KATHUA: A Gender 
Targeting and Inclusion 
Sensitization Workshop 
under the Jammu and 
Kashmir Climate Innova-
tion Programme (JKCIP) 
was Friday organised at 
the Office Complex of  the 
Chief  Agriculture Offi-
cer, Kathua, to strength-
en gender-inclusive 
approaches and promote 
enhanced participation of  
women in agriculture and 
allied sectors.

Deputy Commissioner 
Rajesh Sharma was the 
chief  guest. Addressing 
the participants, the DC 
underscored the huge 
potential for empower-
ment of  women in agri-
culture and allied sectors.   
He observed that women 
play a vital role in sustain-

ing rural livelihoods and 
enhancing agricultural 
productivity, adding that 
sensitization initiatives 
of  this nature would help 
create equitable opportuni-
ties and encourage greater 
participation of  women in 
development processes.

The workshop was 
attended by Chief  Horticul-
ture Officer, Chief  Animal 
Husbandry Officer, Scien-
tist and Head Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra, District Social Wel-
fare Officer, District Devel-
opment Manager NABARD, 
Lead District Manager, 
District Sericulture Offi-
cer, District Employment 
Officer  and Cluster Head 
JK Bank .

Chief  Agriculture Offi-
cer Jatinder Kumar Khaju-
ria delivered the welcome 
address and highlighted 
the objective of  the work-

shop. He emphasised the 
significant role played by 
women in the agriculture 
sector in Kathua district, 
noting that women con-
tribute extensively to farm-
ing activities, agri-based 
enterprises and value 
addition. He stressed the 
need for institutional sup-
port, capacity building and 
access to resources to fur-
ther strengthen their role.

During the technical 
sessions, Head Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra Dr Vishal 
Mahajan, along with sci-
entists Dr Narinder Pal 
and Dr Anamika Jamwal, 
besides the District Seri-
culture Officer, delivered 
lectures on gender main-
streaming, inclusive agri-
cultural practices and 
opportunities for women 
entrepreneurs in agricul-
ture and allied sectors.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Fare Hike Raises 
Eyebrows

T
he Government of Jammu 
and Kashmir has approved 
an 18 percent hike in fares 
for all categories of pas-
senger vehicles following a 

cabinet meeting chaired by Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah. While transport-
ers have long demanded a revision 
due to rising fuel and maintenance 
costs, the increase is likely to place 
an additional burden on thousands 
of daily commuters who depend on 
public transport.
Under the decision, fares for e-rick-
shaws have been fixed at ₹15 per 
kilometre, while e-autos will charge 
₹25 for the first kilometre and ₹20 
for every additional kilometre. The 
move may bring some much-needed 
clarity and regulation to the growing 
electric transport sector, though its 
success will depend largely on proper 
enforcement.
However, the decision has drawn 
public attention because it came 
alongside the cabinet’s approval to 
enhance travel, medical, housing and 
other allowances for ministers and 
legislators. At a time when ordinary 
citizens are being asked to pay more 
for basic transport, increasing perks 
for those in power risks sending the 
wrong message.
On a positive note, the cabinet also 
approved the creation of 136 faculty 
posts in Government Medical Colleg-
es in Jammu and Srinagar, a step that 
could help strengthen the region’s 
healthcare and medical education 
system.
The proposals will now be sent to 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha for 
final approval. While fare revisions 
may be necessary, decisions that 
affect public finances must be han-
dled with sensitivity to ensure that 
people do not feel unfairly burdened.

      Land, Legacy, And The Law

Why J&K Must Update Its 
Historic Revenue Statutes

MOHD AMIN MIR

L
and has always occupied a 
central place in the socio-
economic life of  Jammu 
and Kashmir. In a region 
where agriculture histori-

cally shaped livelihoods, culture, and 
social hierarchy, land ownership has 
never been merely a legal concept. It 
represents security, dignity, and iden-
tity. For generations, the legal structure 
governing land relations has rested on 
two monumental legislative pillars—the 
Land Revenue Act of  1996 Bikrami and 
the Agrarian Reforms Act of  1976.

Both these laws were products of  
their time. The Land Revenue Act 
established an elaborate administrative 
system for maintaining land records 
and collecting revenue, while the Agrar-
ian Reforms Act brought about one of  
the most radical transformations in 
land ownership by transferring land 
from large landlords to the actual til-
lers. Together they shaped the rural 
economy and social order of  Jammu 
and Kashmir for decades.

However, the passage of  time has dra-
matically altered the realities of  gover-
nance, administration, and economic 
life. The state is now witnessing the 
emergence of  digital governance, online 
record systems, modern infrastructure 
development, and rapidly changing pat-
terns of  land use. In this transformed 
environment, legal frameworks that 
were designed in the early twentieth 
century and the mid-1970s inevitably 
face limitations.

The question, therefore, is not whether 
these laws were historically significant—
they unquestionably were—but whether 
they can continue to serve the needs of  
a modern society without meaningful 
reform. Increasingly, the answer appears 
to be no. The continued application of  
these laws in their original form has 
begun to create practical difficulties in 
land administration, legal interpretation, 
and economic development.

The time has therefore come for a 
thoughtful and comprehensive review 
of  these historic statutes so that their 
spirit can be preserved while their 
provisions are updated to meet con-
temporary realities. One of  the most 
transformative developments in recent 
years has been the digitisation of  land 
records in Jammu and Kashmir. For 
generations, the Jamabandi registers 
maintained by Patwaris constituted 
the most authoritative documentation 
of  land ownership, cultivation pat-
terns, and revenue obligations. These 
records were handwritten, meticulously 
maintained, and periodically updated 
through mutations reflecting changes 
in ownership.

While this system served the admin-
istration for more than a century, it also 
suffered from serious limitations. Paper 
registers were vulnerable to deteriora-
tion, loss, manipulation, and delays 
in verification. Searching for records 
often required time-consuming manual 
examination of  registers stored in vil-
lage offices.

Recognising these challenges, the 
government initiated an ambitious pro-
gramme to digitise Jamabandies and 
other revenue records. Through large-
scale scanning and digital archiving, 
thousands of  Jamabandi registers have 
now been converted into electronic 

format. These digitised records are 
increasingly accessible through modern 
administrative platforms. The introduc-
tion of  the Scanario system has further 
strengthened this transformation by 
enabling scanned revenue records to 
be securely stored and retrieved in digi-
tal form. This system ensures the pres-
ervation of  historical land documents 
while facilitating faster verification and 
public access.

Digitised Jamabandies have sig-
nificantly improved transparency and 
administrative efficiency. Citizens can 
now obtain land records with greater 
ease, and revenue officials are able 
to process verification requests more 
quickly than before. Yet this technologi-
cal progress has also exposed a funda-
mental contradiction: the legal frame-
work governing land records has not 
kept pace with the digital revolution.

The Land Revenue Act of  1996 
Bikrami was drafted in an era when all 
records were maintained manually. Its 
provisions assume that Jamabandies, 
mutation registers, and other docu-
ments exist only in physical form. The 
Act contains no explicit recognition of  
digitised records, scanned documents, 
or electronic verification systems. This 
legal gap creates uncertainty in certain 
circumstances, particularly in litigation 
where questions may arise regarding 
the evidentiary value of  digitised Jama-
bandies. Although courts often accept 
digital copies as reliable records, the 
absence of  clear statutory recognition 
can still create ambiguity.

Another challenge arises from the 
integration of  historical mutations into 
digitised Jamabandies. Many mutations 
that were attested before the digitisa-
tion process have not yet been fully 
incorporated into the digital database. 
As a result, discrepancies sometimes 
arise between physical mutation regis-
ters and the digital Jamabandi entries. 
Such discrepancies have led to a large 
number of  rectification cases. Revenue 
officials must painstakingly verify old 
records to reconcile them with digi-
tised databases. This process consumes 

administrative time and often leads to 
unnecessary disputes.

If  the Land Revenue Act were 
amended to explicitly recognise digi-
tised Jamabandies and electronic muta-
tion systems, much of  this confusion 
could be eliminated. A modernised legal 
framework could establish clear pro-
cedures for updating digital records, 
incorporating historical mutations, and 
correcting errors through transparent 
mechanisms. In addition, legislative 
reform could facilitate the integration 
of  digitised land records with modern 
technologies such as satellite mapping 
and geographic information systems. 
Such integration would significantly 
improve land management, urban plan-
ning, and environmental protection.

The digitisation of Jamabandies there-
fore represents not merely a technologi-
cal innovation but a fundamental shift 
in the way land governance operates. To 
fully realise the benefits of  this trans-
formation, the legal framework must 
evolve accordingly. Reforming the Land 
Revenue Act and the Agrarian Reforms 
Act does not mean abandoning their his-
toric achievements. On the contrary, such 
reforms would strengthen their legacy by 
ensuring that they remain relevant in the 
twenty-first century.

First, it should provide explicit statu-
tory recognition to digitised land records 
and electronic administrative systems. 
This would eliminate ambiguity and 
strengthen the credibility of  digital gov-
ernance. Second, procedures related to 
mutation, correction of records, and veri-
fication of ownership should be simplified 
and time-bound. Transparent processes 
would reduce delays and limit opportuni-
ties for corruption.

Third, land use provisions should 
be updated to accommodate the evolv-
ing needs of  development while safe-
guarding agricultural land and envi-
ronmental sustainability. Fourth, the 
responsibilities of  revenue officials 
should be clearly defined in the context 
of  modern administrative practices and 
digital technologies. Finally, mecha-
nisms should be introduced to ensure 

that historical land records and muta-
tions are fully integrated into digitised 
databases so that discrepancies can be 
permanently resolved.

Such reforms would not only improve 
administrative efficiency but also reduce 
litigation and strengthen public confi-
dence in the land governance system.

The Land Revenue Act of  1996 
Bikrami and the Agrarian Reforms 
Act of  1976 represent two of  the most 
important legislative landmarks in the 
history of  Jammu and Kashmir. These 
laws laid the foundations of  a structured 
land administration system and brought 
about one of  the most significant social 
transformations in the region’s history. 
Yet laws, like societies, cannot remain 
static. The administrative realities of  
today are vastly different from those 
that existed when these statutes were 
first enacted. The rise of  digital gover-
nance, changing economic patterns, and 
new environmental challenges demand 
a legal framework that is adaptable, 
modern, and forward-looking.

The digitisation of  Jamabandies and 
the introduction of  systems like Scanario 
demonstrate that Jammu and Kashmir 
has already embarked on the path of  
modernising land administration. What 
is now required is a corresponding reform 
of  the legal framework so that techno-
logical progress is supported by clear 
statutory authority. A comprehensive 
amendment of  these historic laws would 
not weaken their legacy; rather, it would 
revitalise it. By aligning the principles of  
agrarian justice with the tools of  modern 
governance, policymakers can ensure 
that the land administration system con-
tinues to serve the people effectively.

Land has always been the foundation 
of  economic life and social stability in 
Jammu and Kashmir. Strengthening 
the laws that govern it is therefore not 
merely a technical exercise; it is an 
essential step toward ensuring trans-
parency, equity, and sustainable devel-
opment for generations to come.

The author can be mailed at mira-
min354@gmail.com

How Robotic Kidney Transplant Is Changing Outcomes

 
DR. SHAFIQ AHMED

K
idney failure 
affects millions 
in India, turning 
everyday lives 
upside down with 

dialysis dependence and end-
less fatigue. But a quiet revolu-
tion is underway in our oper-
ating rooms: robotic kidney 
transplants. This advanced 
technique is delivering better 
results, faster recoveries, and 
renewed hope for patients.

Traditional Challenges: 
Open kidney transplants have 
saved countless lives, but they 
come with hurdles. Surgeons 
make large incisions, about 
15-20 cm long, leading to sig-
nificant blood loss, intense 
post-operative pain, and higher 
infection risks. Hospital stays 

often stretch to a week or 
more, with patients battling 
slow wound healing and com-
plications like hernias. Recov-
ery can take months, delaying 
return to work or family duties. 
These issues burden patients, 
especially those with obesity 
or diabetes, common in our 
population.

Robotic Precision at 

Work:Robotic kidney trans-
plant flips the script using a 
da Vinci system. The surgeon 
controls tiny instruments and 
a high-definition 3D camera 
through small ports, just 1 cm 
each, via a console. This magni-
fication—up to 10 times normal 
vision—enables pinpoint accu-
racy in connecting the donor 
kidney's blood vessels and 

ureter. Though surgery time 
is longer, around 4 hours, blood 
loss drops dramatically to 
under 100 ml. The new kidney 
starts working almost immedi-
ately in most cases, with mini-
mal tissue trauma.

Everyday Impact: Imagine 
a young mother from Delhi, 
exhausted by dialysis, heading 
home sooner with significant-

ly less wound pain and vastly 
improved physical comfort. Or 
picture a working professional 
able to resume light duties 
weeks earlier because the sur-
gical trauma was so minimal. 
We've seen this at our centre: 
faster relief  from post-oper-
ative pain means a smoother 
transition back to an empow-
ered life. Even complex cases, 
from living or deceased donors, 
benefit from robotics' gentle 
touch, reducing rejection trig-
gers like inflammation.

A Brighter Future: Robotic 
kidney transplant isn't just sur-
gery—it's transformation. As 
technology spreads, it prom-
ises equitable access, shorter 
waits, and optimal outcomes 
for all. If  you or a loved one 
faces kidney issues, explore 
this option. Health restored 
is life reclaimed—our team 
stands ready.

Author is Senior Director - 
Urology, Andrology & Renal 

Transplant, BLK-Max Super 
Speciality Hospital
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Wasted Potential: When Unemployment 
Becomes A Permanent Condition

DR.RATAN BHATTACHARJEE
 

L
ong-term unemployment 
among youth in India is not 
just a temporary setback, 
it often leads to permanent 
unemployability due to 

skill erosion, psychological distress, 
and loss of  economic relevance. This 
crisis undermines national produc-
tivity and demands urgent structural 
reforms.India is home to one of  the 
largest populations of  educated youth 
globally, yet it faces a paradoxical 
crisis: high unemployment among 
this demographic despite significant 
investments in higher education. The 
issue is not merely about joblessness, 
it’s about the long-term consequenc-
es of  being unemployed, which can 
render young people unemployable. 
This phenomenon is a silent emer-
gency, eroding the capabilities, con-
fidence, and competitiveness of  an 
entire generation.India is addressing 
unemployment through a mix of  skill 
development programs, infrastruc-
ture investment, and reforms to boost 
manufacturing and entrepreneurship, 
but challenges remain as job creation 
lags behind the growing workforce. 
Recent budgets emphasize fiscal disci-
pline and capital spending, yet critics 
argue they sidestep the urgency of  the 
jobs crisis.  Programs like Skill India 
Mission and Pradhan Mantri Kaushal 
Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) aim to train 
millions of  youth in industry-relevant 
skills. These schemes focus on voca-
tional training, apprenticeships, and 
certification to improve employability.

India is trying to replicate China’s 
manufacturing-led growth by pro-
moting Make in India, Production-
Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes, and 
attracting foreign direct investment. 
The goal is to shift workers from low-
productivity agriculture into higher-
value manufacturing jobs. The Union 
Budget 2026–27 increased capital 
expenditure to ₹12.2 trillion, focusing 
on roads, railways, and energy proj-
ects. This is expected to generate jobs 
in construction and allied sectors. 
India has expanded credit access and 
eased compliance for micro, small, and 
medium enterprises (MSMEs), which 
are crucial for job creation. Startup 
India initiatives encourage entrepre-
neurship and innovation.Platforms 

for e-commerce, delivery services, and 
freelancing are absorbing some youth 
into flexible employment, though these 
jobs often lack stability and benefits.
Schemes like MGNREGA continue to 
provide rural employment guarantees, 
while new programs aim to modernize 
agriculture and create value chains 
that employ more people.India’s demo-
graphic dividend, its large youth popu-
lation, can be a strength if  harnessed 
through effective job creation. Success 
will depend on aligning education with 
industry needs, accelerating manufac-
turing growth, and ensuring inclusive 
opportunities across rural and urban 
areas. Without urgent reforms, the 
risk is that unemployment could erode 
social stability and economic progress.

When youth remain unemployed for 
extended periods, their skills begin to 
deteriorate. In fast-evolving industries 
like technology, finance, and health-

care, knowledge becomes obsolete 
quickly. A graduate who remains 
unemployed for two or three years 
may find that the tools, platforms, or 
methodologies they learned are no 
longer relevant. Employers, seeking 
candidates who are up-to-date and 
adaptable, often overlook those with 
long employment gaps. This creates a 
vicious cycle: the longer one remains 
unemployed, the harder it becomes 
to re-enter the workforce.Beyond 
technical skills, long-term unemploy-
ment affects soft skills and workplace 
readiness. Communication, teamwork, 
punctuality, and problem-solving are 
honed through experience. Without 
exposure to professional environ-
ments, young people may struggle 
to meet the behavioral expectations 
of  employers. This gap is especially 
pronounced in rural and semi-urban 
areas, where access to internships, 
apprenticeships, and industry expo-
sure is limited.

Psychologically, prolonged unem-
ployment can be devastating. It breeds 
anxiety, depression, and a sense of  
hopelessness. Young people begin to 
internalize failure, questioning their 
worth and potential. This mental toll 
affects motivation, learning capacity, 
and even physical health. In extreme 
cases, it leads to social withdrawal and 
increased vulnerability to substance 
abuse or radicalization. The unemploy-
ability crisis is not just economic, it is 
deeply human.

Economically, the consequences 
are severe. A large unemployed youth 
population means lost productiv-
ity, reduced consumer spending, and 
increased dependency on families or 
the state. It strains public resources 
and undermines national growth. 
Moreover, it creates a mismatch in 
the labor market: industries face skill 
shortages while millions of  educated 
youth remain idle. This disconnect 
reflects systemic inefficiencies in edu-
cation, training, and employment poli-
cies.The root causes of  long-term youth 
unemployment are multifaceted. First, 
there is a mismatch between education 
and industry needs. Many degrees do 
not equip students with practical skills 
or job-ready competencies. Second, the 
formal job market is unable to absorb 
the growing number of  graduates. The 
private sector, especially MSMEs, faces 
regulatory and financial constraints 

that limit hiring. Third, public sector 
jobs have stagnated, and recruitment 
processes are often delayed or opaque.

Additionally, socio-cultural factors 
play a role. In many families, there is 
pressure to pursue traditional career 
paths, even when opportunities lie 
elsewhere. Gender biases further 
restrict employment for young women, 
especially in conservative regions. 
Caste and regional disparities also 
influence access to jobs and networks. 
These structural barriers compound 
the effects of  unemployment, making 
reintegration into the workforce even 
harder.Digital platforms and gig work 
offer some relief, but they are not a 
panacea. While freelancing, ride-
sharing, and delivery services provide 
income, they often lack stability, bene-
fits, and career progression. Moreover, 
not all youth have the digital literacy 
or resources to participate in the gig 
economy. Without targeted interven-
tions, these options may only widen the 
gap between urban and rural youth.
To address this crisis, India needs a 
multi-pronged strategy. First, educa-
tion must be reformed to align with 
market needs. Vocational training, 
coding bootcamps, and industry part-
nerships should be integrated into cur-
ricula. Second, the government must 
incentivize job creation through tax 
breaks, infrastructure support, and 
ease of  doing business. Third, mental 
health support and career counseling 
should be made accessible in schools 

and colleges to help youth navigate 
uncertainty.

Public-private partnerships can play a 
transformative role. Corporations should 
invest in skill development programs, 
mentorship, and internships. NGOs and 
community organizations can bridge gaps 
in awareness and access. Digital platforms 
should be leveraged to provide remote 
training and job matching, especially in 
underserved regions. Ultimately, the crisis 
of youth unemployability is a national 
emergency. It threatens social cohesion, 
economic progress, and democratic sta-
bility. India’s demographic dividend will 
become a demographic disaster if millions 
of young people remain excluded from 
meaningful work. The solution lies not 
just in creating jobs, but in creating path-
ways to employability, through education, 
exposure, empathy, and empowerment. 
Only then can India unlock the full poten-
tial of its youth and build a future that is 

inclusive, innovative, and resilient.
Unemployment in Kashmir remains 

one of the most pressing socio-economic 
challenges facing the region. Despite its 
rich cultural heritage, strategic loca-
tion, and abundant natural beauty, the 
region has struggled to provide sustain-
able employment opportunities for its 
youth. The problem is not just statistical, 
it is deeply human, affecting aspirations, 
mental health, and social cohesion. In 
a region where political instability and 
economic stagnation have long coexist-
ed, unemployment has become a chronic 
condition, particularly among educated 
young people.The roots of  unemploy-
ment in Kashmir are complex and multi-
faceted. Decades of  political unrest have 
disrupted economic development, dis-
couraged private investment, and lim-
ited the growth of industries that could 
absorb the region’s educated workforce. 
Frequent shutdowns, curfews, and inter-
net restrictions have further hampered 
business continuity and innovation. As 
a result, many young people find them-
selves trapped in a cycle of  education 
without employment, leading to frustra-
tion and disillusionment.

Education levels in Kashmir have 
improved significantly over the years, 
with a growing number of  students 
graduating from universities and 
professional colleges. However, the 
job market has not kept pace. The 
mismatch between academic qualifi-
cations and market demand is stark. 
Many graduates in fields like engineer-
ing, management, and the humani-
ties struggle to find jobs that match 
their skills. The public sector, once a 
major employer, has slowed recruit-
ment, while the private sector remains 
underdeveloped and risk-averse.Tour-
ism, which could be a major source 
of  employment, has been inconsistent 
due to security concerns and travel 
advisories. Agriculture, another tra-
ditional sector, faces challenges due 
to land fragmentation, outdated prac-
tices, and climate change. Handicrafts 
and small-scale industries, though cul-
turally significant, lack the scale and 
modernization needed to compete in 
national and international markets. 
These limitations mean that even those 
willing to work in traditional sectors 
often find few viable options.

The psychological impact of  unem-
ployment is profound. Young people in 
Kashmir often speak of  feeling “stuck” 
or “forgotten,” with little hope for the 
future. This sense of  stagnation can 
lead to mental health issues, includ-
ing anxiety and depression. In some 
cases, prolonged unemployment con-
tributes to social unrest or radicaliza-
tion, as disaffected youth seek mean-
ing or agency through alternative, and 
sometimes destructive, paths. The lack 
of  economic opportunity becomes not 
just a personal crisis but a societal 
risk. Government initiatives have 
attempted to address the issue through 
skill development programs, entrepre-
neurship schemes, and employment 
drives. However, these efforts often 
fall short due to poor implementation, 
lack of  follow-up, and limited reach. 
Many youth are unaware of  available 
programs, or find them irrelevant to 
their aspirations. Moreover, with-
out a robust private sector to absorb 
trained individuals, such programs 
risk becoming exercises in futility.

Digital platforms and remote work 
offer some promise, especially in IT and 
content creation. However, frequent 
internet disruptions and limited infra-

structure make it difficult for Kashmiri 
youth to fully participate in the digital 
economy. The region needs stable con-
nectivity, targeted training, and mentor-
ship to unlock the potential of  its tech-
savvy population.Ultimately, solving 
unemployment in Kashmir requires a 
holistic approach. Political stability is 
essential to attract investment and foster 
entrepreneurship. Education must be 
aligned with market needs, and voca-
tional training should be prioritized. 
Mental health support, career counsel-
ing, and community engagement can 
help youth navigate uncertainty. Most 
importantly, Kashmir’s youth must be 
seen not as a problem to be managed, 
but as a resource to be empowered.Only 
by investing in their potential, through 
policy, infrastructure, and empathy, 
can Kashmir move from a narrative 
of  despair to one of  opportunity. The 
region’s future depends not just on 
peace, but on prosperity. And that begins 
with giving its young people the chance 
to build meaningful, dignified lives.

Unemployment is not confined to 
any one country or region; it is a global 
problem that affects societies across 
continents, cutting across economic 
systems, cultures, and levels of  devel-
opment. It is one of  the most persis-
tent challenges of  modern economies, 
undermining growth, stability, and 
human dignity. The issue is particu-
larly acute among young people, but 
it also affects older workers displaced 
by technological change, women 
excluded from labor markets, and 
marginalized communities struggling 
against systemic barriers.At its core, 
unemployment represents a failure to 
match human potential with econom-
ic opportunity. In developed nations, 
structural unemployment often arises 
from automation, outsourcing, and 
shifts in industry. Factories close, 
jobs move overseas, and workers find 
themselves unable to adapt to new skill 
requirements. In developing nations, 
unemployment is frequently linked 
to underdeveloped industries, weak 
infrastructure, and political instabil-
ity. In both contexts, the result is the 
same: millions of  people willing to 
work but unable to find meaningful 
employment.

Globalization has intensified the 
problem. While it has created new 
opportunities, it has also exposed 
workers to fierce competition. Jobs can 
be relocated to regions with cheaper 
labor, leaving communities in wealth-
ier nations struggling with job losses. 
At the same time, developing countries 
often fail to absorb the influx of  work-
ers into formal employment, leading 
to widespread underemployment and 
informal labor. This dual pressure cre-
ates a paradox: a world of  interconnect-
ed economies where prosperity grows, 
yet millions remain excluded from its 
benefits. Long periods of  unemploy-
ment erode their confidence, skills, 
and employability, creating a cycle of  
despair. This not only wastes human 
capital but also threatens social stabil-
ity, as frustrated youth become vulner-
able to unrest, migration pressures, 
or radicalization. Technology, while a 
driver of  progress, also contributes to 
unemployment. Automation and arti-
ficial intelligence are replacing routine 
jobs in manufacturing, services, and 
even professional sectors. While new 
jobs are created in tech-driven indus-
tries, they often require advanced 
skills that many workers lack. This 
creates a widening gap between those 
who can adapt and those who cannot, 
deepening inequality. Citizens who feel 
excluded from economic progress lose 
faith in governments and may turn to 
populist or extremist movements.

Addressing unemployment as a 
global problem requires coordinated 
action. Education systems must be 
reformed to align with evolving labor 
markets, emphasizing skills such as 
digital literacy, problem-solving, and 
adaptability. Governments must invest 
in infrastructure, innovation, and 
industries that create sustainable jobs. 
International cooperation is essential 
to manage the effects of  globalization, 
ensuring that trade and investment 
benefit workers across regions. Social 
safety nets must be strengthened to 
support those displaced by econom-
ic transitions, while mental health 
services should address the psycho-
logical toll of  joblessness.By treating 
unemployment as a shared challenge, 
nations can build a future where work 
is not a privilege but a right, and where 
human potential is matched with 
opportunity across the world.

Dr. Ratan Bhattacharjee is a multi-
lingual  Awardee.  He can be mailed at 

profratanbhattacharjee@gmail.com 
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Northern Army Commander chairs 
weekly coordination meeting of key 
stakeholders in Jammu

...West Asia conflict

2 Indian Nationals Killed, Several 

Injured In Oman Attack  
YOGESH

JAMMU: The General Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief  (GOC-
in-C) of  the Army’s Northern 
Command, Lieutenant General 
Pratik Sharma, chaired a weekly 
coordination meeting of  key 
security stakeholders at Police 
headquarters here.

According to the details avail-
able, Director General of  Police 
Nalin Prabhat and other senior 
officers from various paramili-
tary forces and security agencies 
attended the meeting.

It reviewed the prevailing 
security situation and deliber-
ated upon the steps taken to 
strengthen counter-terror coor-
dination across Jammu and 
Kashmir, said a source.

“The discussions focused on 
strengthening real-time intel-

ligence sharing and ensuring 
seamless operational integra-
tion among different agencies 
to enable swift responses to 
emerging security challenges,” 
it said, adding, “The meeting 
also reviewed the ongoing coun-
ter-terror strategy in the Union 
Territory, with participating 
agencies reiterating their com-
mitment to maintaining a strong 
operational posture and adopt-
ing a coordinated approach 
against terrorism.”

“Emphasis was laid on main-
taining a mission-ready frame-
work and further enhancing syn-
ergy among the security forces 
operating in the region,” the 
source added.

Earlier, the Northern Army 
Commander visited Basantgarh 
in Udhampur district to assess 
the ground security situation 

and review ongoing counter-
terror operations in the area.

During the visit, he was 
briefed on the existing intelli-
gence grid and the measures 
being undertaken to strength-
en the security architecture in 
coordination with other stake-
holders. “Discussions during 
the field review focused on rein-
forcing security mechanisms 
and ensuring effective coor-
dination between the Army, 
police and other agencies to 
counter potential threats,” 
an official said, adding, “The 
Army Commander also inter-
acted with troops deployed in 
the area and appreciated their 
professionalism, commitment 
and operational readiness 
in maintaining security and 
stability in Jammu and Kash-
mir.”—(KNO)

IANS

NEW DELHI: Two Indian 
nationals were killed and sever-
al others injured in an attack in 
Oman's Sohar amid the ongoing 
conflict in West Asia, the Minis-
try of  External Affairs (MEA) 
said on Friday.

MEA spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said in a post on X that 
the Indian mission in Oman is 
in contact with local authorities 
and the employer company and 
is providing assistance to those 
affected.

“We lost two Indian nation-
als today in an attack in Sohar, 
Oman, in the ongoing conflict in 
West Asia. Several other Indian 
nationals were also injured. We 
express our deepest condolenc-
es to the families of  the deceased 
and wish a speedy recovery to 
the injured,” Jaiswal said.

He added that the Indian 
embassy in Oman is closely 
monitoring the situation and 
extending all possible help to 
the victims and their families.

“Our Mission in Oman is in 
touch with the local authori-
ties as well as the employer 
company and is extending all 
possible assistance,” the MEA 
spokesperson said.

The incident comes amid 
heightened tensions and secu-
rity concerns in parts of  West 
Asia, where ongoing hostilities 
have affected several areas and 
raised concerns about the safety 
of  foreign nationals working in 
the region.

Sohar, an industrial port city 
in Oman, hosts a number of  
industrial facilities and employs 
a large expatriate workforce, 
including many Indian nation-
als working in various sectors.

India maintains a sizeable 
diaspora presence in Oman, 
with hundreds of  thousands of  
Indians employed across sectors 
such as construction, industry, 
services and trade.

The Indian embassy in 
Muscat regularly coordinates 
with Omani authorities and 
employers to address issues 
related to the welfare and safety 
of  Indian workers in the country.

Earlier on Friday, External 
Affairs Minister (EAM) S. Jais-
hankar held another telephon-
ic conversation with Iranian 
Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas 
Araghchi, discussing bilateral 
cooperation and matters con-
cerning BRICS, where India is 
the current chair and Iran a 
member of  the grouping.

This marked the fourth such 
conversation between the two 
ministers amid the escalating 

crisis involving Iran, the United 
States and Israel.

The interaction followed 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's conversation with Irani-
an President Masoud Pezeshki-
an on Thursday night to review 
the serious situation unfolding 
in the West Asian region.

Taking to social media plat-
form X on Friday, EAM Jaishan-
kar said: "Had another conver-
sation with Iranian FM Seyed 
Abbas Araghchi yesterday night. 
Discussed bilateral matters as 
well as BRICS-related issues."

According to the Iranian For-
eign Ministry, Araghchi briefed 
EAM Jaishankar on the latest 
situation resulting from the “acts 
of aggression and atrocities” com-
mitted by the United States and the 
Israeli regime against Iran, as well 
as the consequences for regional 
and global stability and security.
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Kashmir Observes
Smart City Limited (SSCL) with a fleet 

of  modern air-conditioned Tata Ultra EV 
electric buses were arranged from several 
parts of  the city to ferry devotees to Hazrat-
bal and back, while the traffic department 
implemented diversions and parking plans 
to manage the large influx of  vehicles.

Officials from the shrine management said 
that over 1.5 lakh devotees gathered at Haz-
ratbal, situated along the beautiful banks of  
Dal Lake.

Several devotees complained of  heavy traf-
fic congestion on roads leading to the shrine 
due to the massive rush of  people. Some said 
vehicles remained stuck for long periods, 
forcing many to walk to their destinations.

One of  the devotee Nazir Ahmad said, he 
had to walk towards Lal Bazar as the roads 
remained packed with vehicles after the 
prayers. Others also flagged similar con-
cerns, stating that despite traffic diversions 
and special arrangements, managing the 
large influx of  devotees proved challenging 
at several points around the shrine.

Security was also significantly enhanced 
across Srinagar and other parts of  the Valley 
for the peaceful observance of  Jumat-ul-
Vida.

Personnel from the Jammu and Kashmir 
Police and other security agencies were 
deployed in large numbers around Hazratbal 
and other major religious places to ensure 
smooth conduct of  prayers and maintain law 
and order.

Among the worshippers at Hazratbal was 
veteran political leader Dr Farooq Abdul-
lah, president of  the Jammu and Kashmir 
National Conference.

After offering prayers, Abdullah said he 
prayed for lasting peace and stability in 
Jammu and Kashmir and hoped that con-
flicts across the world would soon come to 
an end.

While Hazratbal witnessed massive par-
ticipation, congregational prayers were not 
allowed at the historic Jama Masjid Srinagar 
in the old city.

According to the managing body, Anjuman 
Auqaf  Jama Masjid, a statement issued said 
authorities locked the mosque gates from 
all sides and placed Kashmir’s chief  cleric 
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq under house arrest, 
preventing him from delivering the Friday 
sermon and leading the prayers.

The Auqaf  said that for the seventh con-
secutive year, devotees were not allowed to 
offer Jumat-ul-Vida prayers at the Valley’s 
central congregational mosque.

Meanwhile, mosques and shrines across 
the Kashmir Valley witnessed huge congre-
gations as thousands of  devotees offered 
Jumat-ul-Vida prayers.

From North Kashmir districts of  Baram-
ulla and Kupwara to South Kashmir’s Anant-
nag, Pulwama and Shopian, people gathered 
in mosques and prayer grounds to seek 
divine mercy and pray for peace, harmony 
and prosperity.

For many like Ghulam Nabi at Hazratbal, 
the day was about faith that transcends age 
and hardship.

“Ramdan teaches patience and compas-
sion,” he said after the prayers. “Today we 
prayed for peace for our homes, for Kashmir 
and for the whole world.”

It is important to mention that Jumat-ul-
Vida, observed on the last Friday of  the holy 
month of  Ramdan, holds special spiritual 
significance for Muslims across the world. 
On this day, large congregational prayers are 
offered in mosques and shrines as believers 
seek forgiveness, mercy and blessings before 
the conclusion of  Ramzan—(KNO)

LG Urges Literature
pigments.
With deep responsibility, I call upon every-

one, especially youth to serve literature and 
culture.  It upholds the living legacy of  values 
passed down through generations, entrust-
ing you not just with an inheritance but with 
the duty of  its cultural-literary bequest. This 
tradition teaches us the virtue of  inclusion,” 
the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor observed that 
safeguarding our language preserves our 
memories; nurturing regional art forms 
builds self-assurance.

“Let us focus on local tales, dialects, and 

artistic traditions, for every individual's 
identity draws nourishment from these 
roots. When generations gather to exchange 
experiences, cultural and literary heritage 
transcends the past—it becomes a living dia-
logue,” he further said.

The two-day literary-cultural conclave fea-
tures cultural processions, stalls showcasing 
indigenous attires, handicrafts, traditional 
cuisines, books and arts, panel discussions, 
and series of  activities highlighting region’s 
unique identity, honouring languages, folk-
lore, customs, creativity and literary heri-
tage.

On the occasion, the first edition of  Jammu 
University’s multilingual magazine ‘The Lit-
zine’ was also released.

Prof. Umesh Rai, Vice Chancellor, Uni-
versity of  Jammu; Prof. Pragati Kumar, 
Vice-Chancellor, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
University; Prof. K.S. Chandrasekar, Vice 
Chancellor, Cluster University of  Jammu; 
eminent journalists Shri Rajkishor, Consult-
ing Editor, Amar Ujala and Shri Jai Prakash 
Pandey, Editor, Sahitya Tak India Today 
Group; Prof. Neelu Rohmetra, Dean Research 
studies; Dr Neeraj Sharma, Registrar; Prof. 
Sadaf  Shah, Coordinator, Sahitya Sanskriti 
Samagam; Heads of  Departments, faculty 
members of  Jammu University, senior offi-
cials, prominent citizens and students in 
large number attended the inaugural cer-
emony.

Vinai Kumar Saxena
requirements of  the people.
Highlighting his development approach, 

Shri Saxena stated that he intends to visit 
villages and remote areas across Ladakh to 
understand the problems faced by people on 
the ground and identify practical and sus-
tainable solutions. He noted that Ladakh 
possesses tremendous tourism potential and 
emphasised that one of  his key priorities 
would be to make Ladakh one of  the most 
beautiful and sought-after tourism destina-
tions in the country and the world.

The Lieutenant Governor also stressed the 
importance of  sustainable and environmen-
tally responsible development, noting that 
Ladakh’s fragile ecosystem requires careful 
planning. He spoke about the need to increase 
greenery through plantation drives, affor-
estation initiatives and the development of  
water bodies. He also highlighted the impor-
tance of  improving urban infrastructure, 
including cleanliness and the expansion of  
sewage treatment facilities.

Reiterating the commitment of  the admin-
istration towards the welfare of  the people, 
Shri Saxena said that, as entrusted to him 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, he would 
ensure that the people of  Ladakh are never 
disappointed. He added that he would work in 
close coordination with the people and seek 
their cooperation in transforming Ladakh 
into a developed and progressive Union Ter-
ritory. He further stated that he would make 
every effort to meet people from different 
sections of  society and address their con-
cerns.

On the occasion, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor also interacted with people from diverse 
backgrounds who had gathered to greet him 
and convey their best wishes on assum-
ing charge as the Lieutenant Governor of  
Ladakh. The ceremony also featured a cul-
tural performance in his honour, showcasing 
Ladakh’s rich cultural heritage.

 Vinai Kumar Saxena brings with him 
over three decades of  extensive experience 
in the corporate and social sectors. Prior to 
this appointment, he served as the Lieuten-
ant Governor of  Delhi, where he initiated 
several measures aimed at strengthening 
urban governance, environmental conser-
vation and public infrastructure. During 
his tenure in Delhi, he was credited with 
restoring urban forests such as Sanjay Van, 
developing green public spaces along the 
Yamuna riverfront, initiating land manage-
ment reforms, strengthening citizen-centric 
civic amenities and overseeing city beautifi-
cation initiatives.

Among those present at the swearing-in 
ceremony were Chief  Executive Councillor, 
LAHDC Kargil, Dr Mohd Jaffer Akhoon; 
Member of  Parliament from Ladakh,  
Mohmad Haneefa Jan; His Eminence Drukpa 
Thuksey Rinpoche; DGP Ladakh,  Mukesh 
Singh; GOC 14 Corps Lt Gen Hitesh Bhalla; 
Founder of  Mahabodhi International Medi-

tation Centre, Bhikkhu Sanghasena; former 
Member of  Parliament from Ladakh, Jamy-
ang Tsering Namgyal; Principal District 
and Sessions Judge Leh, Spalzes Angmo; 
Executive Councillors from LAHDC Kargil, 
Administrative Secretaries, Deputy Commis-
sioner Leh, Romil Singh Donk; Deputy Com-
missioner, Kargil, Rakesh Kumar; SSP Leh 
Raam;  Directors and Heads of  Departments, 
representatives from various political, reli-
gious and civil society organisations, state 
awardees, prominent citizens, senior govern-
ment officials, law officials and officers from 
the Indian Army, ITBP and Ladakh Police.

First Batch Of Kashmiri
The All India Medical Students Associa-

tion (AIMSA) said it received distress calls 
from several Arak University students on the 
evening of  March 12 after a building adjacent 
to their dormitory was attacked, triggering 
panic among those still in the area.

Students from Isfahan University have 
also requested immediate relocation, citing 
growing security concerns in the region.

Dr Mohammad Momin Khan of  AIMSA, 
who has been coordinating closely with stu-
dents and authorities throughout the evacu-
ation, urged the Indian Embassy in Iran to 
expedite relocation for all remaining stu-
dents. "AIMSA has been in constant contact 
with Indian students across different uni-
versities in Iran to ensure their safety and 
smooth evacuation," he said, appealing to 
the Embassy to immediately shift all Indian 
citizens to safer locations given the evolving 
security situation.

Among the returning students, around 
150 belong to different districts of  Kashmir. 
Parents in the Valley expressed relief  as the 
evacuation moved forward, but urged the 
government to continue facilitating the safe 
return of  all students still in Iran.

Students are expected to land at airports 
in Delhi and Mumbai before proceeding to 
their respective home states—(KNO)

Cabinet Approves 18%
Cabinet has also given its consent for 

Ladakh to use the Jammu & Kashmir Real 
Estate Appellate Tribunal as a joint Real 
Estate Appellate Tribunal—(KNO)

Panel Led By HM 
widespread damage across several dis-

tricts.
According to official data shared with the 

Ministry of  Home Affairs, about 199 people 
were killed during the year due to incidents 
such as flash floods, cloudbursts, landslides 
and heavy rainfall triggered by intense mon-
soon activity.

The disasters also led to the death of  
nearly 11,700 livestock, while more than 8,400 
houses were damaged across the Union Ter-
ritory. Agricultural losses were also sub-
stantial, with around 77,915 hectares of  crop 
land affected.

The Jammu division recorded the worst 
damage, particularly during August when 
multiple extreme weather events struck the 
region.

On August 14, a cloudburst in Chashoti 
area of  Kishtwar district triggered flash 
floods and landslides that killed at least 68 
people, including pilgrims travelling along 
the Machail Mata Yatra route. Several others 
were injured and some were reported miss-
ing following the incident.

Later in the month, on August 26, heavy 
rainfall triggered landslides along the route 
to the Vaishno Devi shrine, leaving at least 
34 people dead.

The same spell of  rainfall also caused 
flooding in parts of  Jammu city, where rising 
water levels in the Tawi river inundated sev-
eral residential areas and damaged public 
infrastructure.

Rescue and relief  operations were carried 
out by local authorities with the assistance 
of  the Indian Army and teams from the 
National Disaster Response Force.

Officials have linked the frequency and 
intensity of  such events to erratic weather 
patterns in the Himalayan region, raising 
concerns about disaster preparedness and 
early warning systems in vulnerable moun-
tain areas—(KNO)

J&K Govt To Overhaul
regarding the recruitment of  Multitasking 

Staff  by recruiting agencies.
The committee will examine the minimum 

and maximum qualification criteria and rec-
ommend the provision of  specific qualifica-
tions or skill tests to ensure the recruitment 
of  manpower suited to departmental needs.

As per existing rules, the minimum quali-
fication for Class IV jobs is matriculation 
(10th pass), while the maximum qualification 
is 12th pass (10+2). Candidates with higher 
qualifications are not eligible for these posts.

The move comes at a time when 12351 posts 
of  multi-tasking staff  are vacant in govern-
ment departments. Apart from these posts, 
3808 gazetted posts and 24507 non-gazetted 
posts are also lying vacant in J&K—(KNO)

Tehran To Give Safe
that those countries that joined the aggres-

sion should not benefit from safe passage 
through the Strait of  Hormuz," he added.

The Strait of  Hormuz, is one of  the world's 
most vital shipping lanes through which 20 
per cent of  the world's oil and gas exports 
transit.

The Ministry of  Ports and Shipping said on 
Thursday that the number of  Indian-flagged 
vessels operating in the Persian Gulf  region, 
remains unchanged at 28 and all Indian ves-
sels and crew are being actively monitored 
for their safety and security.

As many as 24 of  these Indian ships are 
located west of  the Strait of  Hormuz, car-
rying 677 Indian seafarers, and four vessels 
are on the east of  the Strait with 101 Indian 
seafarers on board.

"Authorities, ship managers, and recruit-
ment agencies are closely coordinating with 
Indian embassies and local authorities to 
ensure safety, and render medical assis-
tance," the statement said.

Advisories issued on precautionary mea-
sures to safeguard Indian seafarers, Indian-
flagged vessels and maritime trade opera-
tions issued by Director General Shipping on 
February 28, 2026, remain in force.

The Ministry continues to closely moni-
tor the prevailing maritime situation in the 
Persian Gulf  region and has strengthened 
monitoring and preparedness measures in 
view of  the evolving maritime situation in 
that region, the statement added.
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PM-Kisan has become major 
social security support for 
small farmers: PM Modi

IANS 

GUWAHATI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Friday said that the Prad-
han Mantri Kisan Samman 
Nidhi (PM-Kisan) scheme 
has emerged as a signifi-
cant source of  social secu-
rity for marginal farmers 
across the country, while 
accusing the Congress 
party of  spreading misin-
formation about the ini-
tiative when it was first 
launched.

Addressing a public pro-
gramme in Khanapara in 
Guwahati, the Prime Minis-
ter said, “When the PM Kisan 
Samman Nidhi Yojana was 
launched, the Congress party 
spread rumours suggesting 
that although Prime Minister 
Modi was providing financial 
assistance under this scheme, 
the recipients would have 
to return the money after 
the elections. They have 
become experts at spread-
ing misinformation.”

The Prime Minister 
added that despite such 
allegations, the scheme has 
become a crucial support 
system for the country’s 
marginal farmers.

Highlighting the gov-
ernment’s efforts to 
strengthen direct finan-
cial support to farmers, 
Prime Minister Modi said 
that the latest instalment 
of  the PM-Kisan funds 

had just been credited to 
the accounts of  millions 
of  farmers across the 
country.

“Just a little while ago, 
a message has reached 
the accounts of  millions 

of  farmers that the PM 
Samman Nidhi has been 
deposited,” he said.

The Prime Minister 
noted that many of  the 
beneficiaries did not even 
have bank accounts or 
mobile phones before 2014, 
but are now directly receiv-
ing financial assistance 
through the government’s 
digital and banking infra-
structure.

“More than Rs 4.20 lakh 
crore have been deposited 
in the accounts of  millions 
of  such farmers so far,” he 
said.

PM Modi also said that 
over Rs 18,000 crore under 
the PM-Kisan Samman 
Nidhi scheme had been 
transferred to crores of  
farmers across the country 
on Friday.

Prime Minister Modi 
further announced that 
many families associated 
with Assam’s tea gardens 
have been granted land 
titles now.

Congratulating the 
beneficiaries, PM Modi 
extended his greetings to 
the people of  Assam, tea 
garden workers and farm-
ers across the country.

Cong’s Nana Patole stokes row 

with objectionable comments at 

CEC Gyanesh Kumar
IANS 

MUMBAI: Former Maha-
rashtra Congress chief  
Nana Patole ignited fresh 
controversy on Friday 
by making disparaging 
remarks against Chief  
Election Commissioner 
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar and 
likening him to a fourth-
class employee, subservi-
ent to the Prime Minister 
and the government.

The 'bizarre' claim is 
understood to have raised 
hackles within the BJP 
camp, though the latter is 
yet to respond.

Patole’s objectionable 
slur at the CEC comes close 
on the heels of  Opposition 
parties submitting a notice 
to move an impeachment 
motion against him, seek-
ing his removal.

The Congress leader 
alleged that CEC Gyanesh 
Kumar was working under 
the aegis of  the Central 
government with a motive 
to benefit the ruling party 
in the upcoming Assembly 
elections.

Speaking to newsmen, 
he stated that the Opposi-
tion parties were justified 
in seeking his ouster from 
the post, as he has been 

working in tandem with 
the ruling party to damage 
and destroy the democratic 
fabric of  the nation.

Patole’s remarks come 
on the back of  the Trin-
amool Congress (TMC) 
moving an impeachment 
motion against the Chief  
Election Commissioner. 
TMC has reportedly sub-
mitted two notices in both 
Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha seeking his ouster, 
with about 120 members 
and 60 members signing 
the motion, respectively.

The notice against CEC 
allegedly lists seven charg-

es against him, ranging 
from ‘partisan conduct to 
mass disenfranchisement, 
as under the ongoing Spe-
cial Intensive Revision 
(SIR).

Patole, pointing to ‘high-
handedness’ and opaque-
ness under the incumbent 
CEC, claimed, “It was 
during Rajiv Gandhi’s 
tenure that the Election 
Commission was given 
autonomous status, but 
with people like him at 
the helm, the institution’s 
authenticity and credibil-
ity is being withered away.”

Patole’s direct attack 

on the CEC came during a 
demonstration against the 
LPG shortages in the city. 
He, along with other Con-
gress leaders were protest-
ing with LPG cut-outs, to 
raise the pain of  common 
people as well as small 
businessmen.

They claimed that vari-
ous restaurants and eating 
outlets were staring at clo-
sure due to the LPG crisis 
and demanded government 
take accountability for 
the same. They held the 
government responsible 
for 'black marketing and 
hoarding' of  gas cylinders.

Govt urges consumers to avoid 

panic buying as petrol, diesel, 

LPG supply is normal

IANS 

NEW DELHI: The Centre 
on Friday advised consum-
ers to avoid panic buying of  
petrol, diesel, and LPG as 
adequate stocks are avail-
able across the country.

No cases of  fuel dry-
outs have been reported 
at any of  the 1 lakh retail 
outlets by the Oil Market-
ing Companies. Adequate 
stocks of  petrol and diesel 
are available, and supplies 
are being maintained reg-
ularly, a senior Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Ministry 
official said.

The official underlined 
that India currently has 
a refining capacity of  
around 258 MMTPA and 
is the fourth largest refin-
ing hub in the world. The 
country is self-sufficient 
in the production of  petrol 
and diesel, and no imports 
of  petrol and diesel are 
required to meet domes-
tic demand. All refineries 
are currently operating at 
high levels, including some 
of  them even above 100 per 
cent capacity.

All Indian refineries 
are also currently main-
taining adequate crude oil 
inventories, and supplies 
are being continuously 
received through diversi-
fied import sources and 
shipping routes.

The Petroleum and Nat-
ural Gas Ministry official 
briefed the media on the 

current energy supply situ-
ation and the steps being 
taken to ensure the contin-
ued availability of  petro-
leum products and LPG 
despite concerns about 
supply due to the prevail-
ing geopolitical situation 
and closure of  the Hormuz 
Strait.

The Government has 
also issued a Natural Gas 
Control Order on March 9 
under the Essential Com-
modities Act, which directs 
100 per cent supply of  PNG 
and CNG with no cuts. So, 
there is no need to panic and 
supplies to industrial &amp; 
commercial consumers are 
being regulated at 80 per 
cent, the official said.

Around 3.73 MMSCM 
per day of  gas is being con-
sumed across the Domestic 
PNG segment, for which 
adequate gas supply is 
available across geographi-
cal areas.

More than 1.5 crore PNG 
households in India are 
currently being served nat-

ural gas in their homes and 
will continue to be served 
without any hindrance. 
In view of  the prevailing 
geopolitical situation, it is 
advisable to promote the 
use of  domestically sup-
plied PNG for residential 
consumers so as to con-
serve domestic LPG cylin-
ders. The conserved LPG 
cylinders may be diverted 
for use in other consumer 
areas, where PNG connec-
tivity is not available, the 
official pointed out.

In order to ease the 
supply concerns related 
to LPG, the government 
is taking up with differ-
ent City Gas Distribution 
(CGD) entities authorised 
in major urban centres in 
the country to immediately 
offer new PNG connections 
to the affected commercial 
and industrial consum-
ers. The commercial and 
industrial consumers can 
contact their local city gas 
distribution company to 
get a new connection.

India, US continue talks for 

mutually beneficial trade deal: 

Commerce Ministry
IANS 

NEW DELHI: The Min-
istry of  Commerce and 
Industry on Friday said 
that India and the United 
States continue to remain 
engaged in discussions 
for a mutually beneficial 
bilateral trade agreement, 
rejecting media reports 
that suggested a pause in 
negotiations.

In a statement, the min-
istry clarified that there 
has been no hold on bilat-
eral engagement between 
the two countries.

It said both sides are 
actively working towards 
a trade agreement that will 
benefit businesses and eco-
nomic cooperation in both 
nations.

“We have noted a media 
report regarding ongoing 
trade talks with the US. 
It is denied that there is 
any hold off  in bilateral 
engagement. It is reiter-
ated that the two sides 
remain engaged for a 
mutually beneficial trade 
agreement,” the ministry 
said.

The clarification comes 
at a time when India and 
the US are increasing 
diplomatic and economic 
engagement across multi-

ple areas, including trade, 
defence and supply chain 
cooperation.

Earlier this month, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jais-
hankar met United States 
Deputy Secretary of  State 
Christopher Landau on the 
sidelines of  the Raisina Dia-
logue 2026 in New Delhi.

Landau visited India 
from March 3 to 6 to rep-
resent the US at the global 
conference and to discuss 
several aspects of  bilateral 
cooperation.

According to the US 
State Department, the 
visit focused on strength-
ening ties in areas such 
as defence, critical min-
erals and counternarcot-
ics, while also working 
to deepen commercial 

and economic relations 
between the two countries.

The discussions also 
aimed to expand market 
access for American busi-
nesses and advance the 
shared vision of  both 
nations for a free, open and 
prosperous Indo-Pacific 
region.

The Raisina Dialogue, 
India’s flagship conference 
on geopolitics and geo-eco-
nomics, brought together 
global leaders, policymak-
ers, industry representa-
tives and strategic experts 
to discuss major interna-
tional issues.

The three-day event was 
organised by the Observer 
Research Foundation in 
collaboration with the Min-
istry of  External Affairs.

Pentagon blames Iran for 
Strait of Hormuz disruption

IANS 

WASHINGTON:  The 
Pentagon on Friday said 
Iran, not the United States 
or its allies, was respon-
sible for disruptions to 
commercial shipping in 
the Strait of  Hormuz, one 
of  the world’s most criti-
cal energy corridors.

At a Pentagon news con-
ference, U.S. Defence Secre-
tary Pete Hegseth said com-
mercial traffic could move 
through the waterway but 
was being threatened by 
Iranian actions during the 
ongoing conflict.

“The only thing prohib-
iting transit in the Straits 
right now is Iran shooting 
at shipping,” Hegseth said.

The Strait of  Hormuz 
connects the Persian Gulf  
with global markets and 
carries a significant share 
of the world’s oil shipments, 
making any disruption 
closely watched by energy-
importing countries, includ-
ing India.

Chairman of  the Joint 
Chiefs of  Staff  Gen. Dan 
Caine said U.S. forces were 
actively targeting Iranian 
capabilities used to threaten 
maritime traffic.

“Our bases or our part-
ners there are continu-
ing to destroy the Iranian 
Navy,” Caine said, adding 
that American forces were 
also attacking Iran’s mine-

laying capabilities and naval 
infrastructure.

“This means going after 
Iran’s mine-laying capabil-
ity and destroying their 
ability to attack commercial 
vessels,” he said.

Caine said U.S. strikes 
had already significantly 
degraded Iranian naval 
strength during the cam-
paign. “In less than two 
weeks, we’ve rendered the 
Iranian Navy combat inef-
fective,” he said.

Despite the progress, 
he cautioned that Iran 
still retained the ability to 
threaten shipping.

“Iran still can harm 
friendly forces and commer-
cial shipping, and our work 
on this effort continues,” 
Caine said.

Hegseth said the United 
States had long anticipat-
ed the possibility of  Iran 
attempting to disrupt ship-
ping through the strait.

“For decades, Iran has 
threatened shipping in the 
Strait of  Hormuz,” he said.

“We have a plan for every 
option here.”

He added that Washing-
ton was coordinating with 
other government agencies 
and international partners 
to ensure energy supplies 
continued to flow.

“We’re working with 
our interagency partners… 
to make sure that energy 
flows,” Hegseth said.

Nepal halts visa-on-arrival facility for Iranian citizens
IANS 

KATHMANDU: The gov-
ernment of  Nepal has 
decided to stop providing 
visa-on-arrival facilities 
to Iranian citizens visit-
ing the country amid the 
ongoing US–Iran conflict 
in West Asia, the country's 
Department of  Immigra-
tion said on Friday.

“The move is aimed at 
preventing an influx of  
Iranian citizens into Nepal 
due to the ongoing con-
flict in the region,” Ram 
Chandra Tiwari, Director 
General of  the department, 
told IANS. “We have been 
adopting similar policies 
for other nations affected 
by conflicts.”

He said that, based on 
the recommendation of  the 
department, the Ministry of  
Home Affairs decided to stop 
providing visa-on-arrival 
facilities to Iranian citizens.

“The decision was 
taken on national security 
grounds, as there is also a 
possibility that Iranians 

could enter the country via 
India through the porous 
border,” he said.

Under the new provi-
sion, Iranian nationals 
— except those holding 
official and diplomatic 
passports — will now be 
required to obtain a visa 
from a Nepali Embassy or 
diplomatic mission abroad 
before entering Nepal, the 
department said. With this 

decision, the number of  
countries whose citizens 
are not eligible for visa-
on-arrival in Nepal has 
reached 13.

The other countries or 
territories whose citizens 
are not eligible for visa-on-
arrival include Nigeria, 
Ghana, Zimbabwe, Swazi-
land, Cameroon, Somalia, 
Liberia, Ethiopia, Iraq, 
Palestine, Afghanistan, 

and Syria.
The Nepali government 

has also maintained that 
individuals travelling with 
refugee-status travel docu-
ments must obtain a visa 
from a Nepali diplomatic 
mission abroad before 
entering the country.

Nepal has been express-
ing concern about a poten-
tial influx of  foreign nation-
als who could seek refugee 

status after arriving in the 
country. In the past, hun-
dreds of  Rohingya refu-
gees arrived in Nepal due 
to the war waged by Myan-
mar’s military government 
against them. Nepal also 
hosted more than 100,000 
Bhutanese refugees for 
two decades since the early 
1990s, before most of  them 
were resettled in several 
Western countries.

When asked whether the 
decision was also aimed at 
addressing US security 
concerns regarding Ira-
nian nationals in Nepal, 
Tiwari said this was not a 
factor behind the decision.

“We have not received 
any diplomatic communi-
cation from the US about 
any threat posed by Iranian 
nationals in Nepal,” Tiwari 
said.

The department said the 
latest measure regarding 
Iranian nationals is part of  
Nepal’s immigration regu-
lations governing entry 
procedures for certain 
nationalities. 

Andhra: DRI busts Alprazolam factory, 
seizes drugs worth Rs 47 crore

IANS 

AMARAVATI: In a sig-
nificant crackdown on the 
illicit manufacture of  syn-
thetic drugs, the Director-
ate of  Revenue Intelligence 
(DRI) has busted a clandes-
tine facility engaged in the 
production of  Alprazolam, 
a psychotropic substance 
under the NDPS Act, 1985, 
in Andhra Pradesh.

The DRI raided the fac-
tory at Kondapalli Industrial 
Development Area of  NTR 
district and seized 237 kg of  
drugs worth R.47 crore. It also 
seized 3.5 tonnes of  chemicals 
and arrested two persons.

An intelligence-driven 
and well-coordinated opera-
tion codenamed “Operation 
White Hammer”, carried 

out on March 11-12, revealed 
a full-fledged industrial 
setup for the production 
of  Alprazolam, operating 
under the guise of  a chemi-
cal manufacturing unit

Searches at the premises 
resulted in the seizure of 237 
kg of  Alprazolam having an 
estimated market value of  
Rs 47 crore, along with over 
800 kg of  key raw materi-
als, 2860 litres of  various 
chemicals, and industrial-
scale equipment such as 
reactors, driers and a cen-
trifuge, demonstrating an 
organised, large-scale clan-
destine manufacturing facil-
ity, the DRI said in a release.

Preliminary investigation 
revealed the operation was 
orchestrated by a chemist 
with over 20 years’ experi-

ence in the chemical and 
pharmaceutical sector, in col-
lusion with his associate, who 
arranged raw materials and 
distribution in Hyderabad.

The accused had rented 
the factory premises for 
clandestinely manufac-
turing Alprazolam. Both 
masterminds have been 
arrested.

During the current 
financial year, DRI has dis-
mantled eight clandestine 
drug manufacturing units 
through intelligence-based 
operations, reaffirming its 
firm commitment to the 
government’s Nasha Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyaan and to 
safeguarding society and 
people from the menace of  
narcotic and psychotropic 
substances.
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BAN vs PAK: Salman Agha run 
out in bizarre fashion after 
picking up the ball in 2nd ODI

IANS 

DHAKA: Pakistan batter 
Salman Ali Agha was 
involved in a rare and con-
troversial dismissal during 
the second ODI against 
Bangladesh played at the 
Sher-e-Bangla National 
Cricket Stadium in Dhaka 
on Friday.

The incident occurred 
in the 39th over of  Paki-
stan’s innings when the 
visitors were building a 
strong partnership. Agha 
and Mohammad Rizwan 
were on the crease and 
had added 109 runs for 
the fourth wicket after 
Pakistan lost three early 
wickets.

On the fourth delivery 
of  the over, bowled by Ban-
gladesh captain Mehidy 
Hasan Miraz, Rizwan 
played a gentle push down 
the ground. The ball rolled 
towards Agha, who was 
standing outside his crease 
at the non-striker’s end 
after backing up.

As the ball made con-
tact with his pads, Agha 
bent down and picked it 
up before handing it back. 
Miraz quickly collected the 
ball and broke the stumps 
with Agha still outside the 
crease, appealing for a run-

out.
The on-field umpire 

upheld the appeal and 
referred the decision 
upstairs. The third umpire 
also ruled in Bangladesh’s 
favour, confirming Agha’s 
dismissal.

The decision left Agha 
visibly frustrated as he 
walked back to the pavil-
ion. Visuals showed the 
Pakistan batter express-
ing his displeasure after 
the dismissal.

The incident also led to 
brief  exchanges between 
players from both sides 
on the field. Rizwan was 
seen in discussion with the 
Bangladesh players, while 
Litton Das defended the 
appeal made by Miraz.

The unusual run-out 
quickly became the talk-
ing point of  the match, 
drawing attention to the 
circumstances surround-
ing the dismissal. Many 
users took to X in support 

of  Agha, while others 
said that Pakistan's T20I 
captain forgot his basic 
duty of  getting back to 
his crease.

Meanwhile, after Agha's 
dismissal, Pakistan's team 
got bundled out for 274 
runs in 47.3 overs, with 
Maaz Sadaqat being the top 
scorer with 75 runs. Paki-
stan has already lost the 
first match of  the series, 
and this is a must-win for 
them to remain alive.

'CSK is incomplete without Dhoni, 

this season might be his last': Pathan
IANS 

NEW DELHI: Former 
India all-rounder Irfan 
Pathan believes the upcom-
ing season of  the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) could 
mark the final appearance 
of  legendary wicketkeep-
er-batter MS Dhoni in the 
yellow jersey for Chennai 
Super Kings (CSK).

Highlighting Dhoni’s 
importance to the five-time 
champions, Pathan said it 
is difficult to imagine both 
CSK and the IPL without 
the iconic wicketkeeper-
batter.

“CSK is incomplete 
without MS Dhoni. This 
season might be the last 
time we see him in the 
yellow jersey, and it’s 
tough to imagine CSK and 
the IPL without him. This 
season, Dhoni will play an 
important role in bringing 
everyone together. I’m not 
sure how many games he 

will play. But his presence 
in the dressing room will 
help a lot. Ruturaj Gaik-
wad is the leader. But as 
a group, two or three guys 
are being groomed for the 
future. That is where MS 
Dhoni comes in. I hope 
he makes a difference," 
Pathan told Jio Hotstar.

According to Pathan, 
CSK’s management is 
likely to take a careful 
approach regarding Dho-
ni’s workload throughout 
the season and will also try 
to give a good farewell to 
their stalwart by winning 
the sixth title.

“Questions about his 

fitness, batting position, 
and whether he will play 
all games will still come 
up. The CSK team man-
agement will take it step 
by step. They will defi-
nitely look to give him a 
perfect farewell by lifting 
their sixth IPL trophy,” he 
added.

Dhoni is one of  the most 
influential players in the 
CSK ranks and is a core 
member of  the leadership 
group. He has won five 
titles for the team during 
his captaincy stint.

CSK had a poor run last 
season. The team finished 
last in the points table. 
The five-time champions 
were only able to win four 
matches out of  fourteen.

Dhoni is still one of the 
finest batters in IPL history, 
with 5,439 runs in 278 match-
es and 242 innings at an aver-
age of 38.80, a strike rate of  
137.45, and 24 fifties, with a 
best score of 84 not out. 

'This trophy belongs to every Indian, we exist 

because of your support & blessings: SKY
IANS 

NEW DELHI:  Cap-
tain Suryakumar Yadav 
expressed heartfelt grati-
tude to fans across the 
country after India’s trium-
phant campaign in the ICC 
T20 World Cup 2026, dedi-
cating the title to millions 
of  supporters who stood 
beside the team through-
out the tournament.

In an emotional mes-
s a g e,  S u r ya k u m a r 
thanked Indian fans for 
their unwavering support, 
saying the team’s success 
would not have been pos-
sible without their prayers 
and encouragement.

“Dear Team India fans, 
first of  all, a heartfelt thank 
you. We exist because of  
your support and bless-
ings. This World Cup 
trophy belongs to the whole 
of  India,” Suryakumar said 
in a video released by the 
BCCI on Friday.

The skipper emphasised 
that the victory was not 
just the team’s achieve-
ment but a shared dream 
of  cricket lovers across the 
country. “When we win, it 
is not just our victory. It 
is the dream of  those chil-
dren who grow up with a 

bat and ball and dream of  
playing for the country. It 
is for the fans who fill sta-
diums and make them feel 
like home, and for the mil-
lions who support us from 
their homes,” he added.

Suryakumar further 
acknowledged the role of  

fans’ prayers and uncondi-
tional love in inspiring the 
players during challenging 
moments in the tournament.

“Your prayers and 
unconditional love give 
us strength. Words are 
not enough to express our 
gratitude to all of  you. In 
the end, cricket is not just a 
game in India; it is an emo-
tion. And this victory is for 
all of  you,” Suryakumar 
concluded.

India sealed the title 
with a commanding 96-run 
win over New Zealand in 
the final at the Narendra 
Modi Stadium on Sunday. 
The victory made India the 
first team to win three T20 
World Cup titles and the 
first to defend the trophy 
on home soil successfully.

With this win, Suryaku-
mar has also joined a spe-
cial club with MS Dhoni 
and Rohit Sharma, who 
have won the T20 World 
Cup silverware as captains.

IPL 2026: 'Chennai wicket will suit 

Samson's game,' says Piyush Chawla
IANS 

NEW DELHI: Former 
Indian spinner Piyush 
Chawla feels that Chennai 
Super Kings' (CSK) home 
ground MA Chidambaram 
Stadium's pitch will suit 
the batting style of  Sanju 
Samson, who is gearing up 
for his first season with the 
five-time champions.

Samson is coming to the 
Indian Premier League 
(IPL) 2026 on the back of  
some great knocks in the 
recently concluded ICC 
T20 World Cup, where the 
wicketkeeper batter scored 
back-to-back half-centu-
ries in the Super8s match 
against the West Indies, the 

semi-final vs England and 
the Summit clash against 
New Zealand. According to 
Chawla, Samson getting in 
good touch before the IPL 
2026 is a blessing for CSK.

“Sanju Samson is a 
match-winner in himself. 
He proved his doubters 
wrong with three back-
to-back impactful knocks 
against West Indies, Eng-
land and New Zealand in 
the T20 World Cup. CSK 
will be very happy with 
his form because Samson 
has peaked right before 
the start of  the IPL. That 
is great news for their 
fans. Coming to Chennai, 
the way the wicket plays 
there will definitely suit 

his game," Chawla said on 
JioHotstar.

Samson has been traded 
from the Rajasthan Royals 
to CSK in place of  Ravindra 
Jadeja and Sam Curran 
before the IPL 2026 auction. 
Samson has played 177 IPL 
matches and scored 4707 
runs at an average of  30.95.

Chawla added that Sam-
son's aggressive batting 
style will help cure CSK's 
slow opening problem. 
According to the 37-year-
old, Samson will open with 
India's U19 captain Ayush 
Mhatre, who impressed 
with his skills last season.

"Opening the innings, 
his aggressive style will 
benefit CSK a lot. Last 

season, they struggled to 
get quick starts. Only after 
Ayush Mhatre arrived did 
CSK start scoring runs in 
the powerplay. Now, with 
Samson in, their open-
ing problems will finally 
be solved. They need that 
experienced opener along-
side Ayush Mhatre. Sam-
son’s trade move to CSK is 
going to be a blockbuster 
one," he said.

‘I want my peak years to be here’: Reece James 
signs new six-year contract with Chelsea

IANS 

LONDON: Captain Reece 
James has pledged to 
dedicate his 'peak years' to 
Chelsea Football Club after 
signing a new six-year con-
tract that will keep him at 
the club until 2032.

James’ previous deal 
with the London club was 
due to expire in 2028, but 
Chelsea moved early to 
secure the future of  their 
skipper by extending his 
contract before it entered 
its final stages.

A product of  Chelsea’s 
academy, James first 
joined the club as a six-
year-old and has since 
risen through the ranks to 
become one of  the key fig-
ures in the first team. The 
England player has made 
225 appearances across all 
competitions since making 
his senior debut in 2019 and 
was appointed club captain 
in 2023.

The right-back has 
already enjoyed consider-
able success at Stamford 
Bridge, winning five major 
trophies, including the 
UEFA Champions League 
title in 2021. Despite those 
achievements, the 24-year-
old believes his best years 
are still ahead.

“I am over the moon to 
have extended my contract 
– Chelsea means so much 
to me,” he told the club’s 
official website.

“I have always said I 
want my peak years to be 
here, and I truly believe we 

have everything it takes to 
build on our previous suc-
cesses. I’m excited for the 
future under this owner-
ship, sporting directors, 
coach and all the staff, and 
hopefully we will lift many 
more trophies together 
over the coming years,” he 
added.

Chelsea’s sporting direc-
tors, Paul Winstanley and 
Laurence Stewart, hailed 
the extension as a signifi-
cant moment for the club.

“On behalf  of  owner-
ship and everyone con-
nected to Chelsea, it is a 
proud moment for all of  us 
to have Reece extend his 
contract,” they said in a 
joint statement.

“He is the leader of  this 
team, both on and off  the 
pitch.”

The ongoing season has 

been James’ most consis-
tent in terms of  playing 
time after injuries to his 
knee and hamstring dis-
rupted much of  the previ-
ous two campaigns.

Chelsea have carefully 
managed his workload 
this term, implementing a 
structured plan to ensure 
he is not overextended. 
The defender has featured 
35 times across all compe-
titions this season — his 
highest appearance tally 
since the 2021/22 cam-
paign.

Former England defend-
er Kyle Walker recently 
backed James to become 
the national team’s first-
choice right-back follow-
ing his own international 
retirement, describing the 
Chelsea captain as a 'com-
plete' player. 


