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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication J&K's finest hour has arrived! Emotions surging beyond words 

as I watch our Cricket team claiming the Ranji Trophy. To every 
fierce player who carved history through sheer grit: thank you 
from entire UT beaming with pride. You have immortalized 
history—embrace it with honor.

DIPK-11440/25      DATE: 11/08/2025

LG Congratulates J&K 
Cricket Team On Historic 
Ranji Trophy Triumph

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha Saturday 
extended his heartiest con-
gratulations to the Jammu 
& Kashmir Cricket Team for 
the historic maiden Ranji 
Trophy title victory.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor hailed the achievement 
as a defining moment in the 
Union Territory’s sporting 
history. He praised the play-
ers and the coaching staff  

for their extraordinary per-
formance, and dedication 
throughout the tournament.

In a post on X, the Lieu-
tenant Governor has said: 
“J&K's finest hour has 
arrived! Emotions surging 
beyond words as I watch our 
Cricket team claiming the 
Ranji Trophy. To every fierce 
player who carved history 
through sheer grit: thank 
you from entire UT beaming 
with pride. You have immor-
talized history— P-06

Jay Shah, Others Congratulate 

J&K Cricket Team 

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: Cutting 
across the lines, every 
section of  the society, 
including former cricket-
ers, politicians and others 
congratulated Jammu and 
Kashmir cricket team for 

winning its maiden Ranji 
Trophy title by defeating 
eight-time champions 
Karnataka on Saturday.

The victory not only 
ended a 66-year wait but 
also triggered celebra-
tions across the Union 
Territory, P-06

     Historic Glory

J&K Clinch Maiden Ranji Trophy Title With 
Commanding Show Against Karnataka
End Of 66-Year Wait As J&K Script Golden Chapter In Indian Domestic Cricket 

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: In a landmark 
moment for the region, Jammu 
& Kashmir lifted their maiden 
Ranji Trophy title, defeating 
Karnataka cricket team in a 
one-sided final at Hubballi to 
script history after more than 
six decades.

The triumph marks a water-
shed achievement for J&K 
cricket, ending a 66-year-long 
wait and igniting celebrations 
across the Union Territory, 
as fans hailed the victory as a 
symbol of  perseverance, belief, 
and transformation.

Winning the toss, skipper 
Paras Dogra opted to bat first, 

a decision that laid the founda-
tion for a memorable triumph. 
J&K piled up a mammoth 584 
in 173.1 overs, riding on a dis-

ciplined and collective bat-
ting display. Shubham Pundir 
anchored the innings with a 
masterful 121, while Yawer 

Hassan (88) and Dogra himself  
(70) ensured stability in the top 
order.

The middle and lower 
order further consolidated the 
innings, with Abdul Samad (61), 
Kanhaiya Wadhawan (70), and 
Sahil Lotra (72) contributing 
vital runs. Despite a five-wick-
et haul from Prasidh Krishna, 
Karnataka bowlers struggled 
to contain the relentless J&K 
batting unit.

In response, Karnataka fal-
tered under pressure and were 
bundled out for 293, conceding 
a massive 291-run first-innings 
deficit. Captain Mayank Agar-
wal stood tall with a fighting 
160, but lacked P-06

Historic Triumph 
Reflects Remarkable 
Grit Of J&K Team: PM 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has 
congratulated Jammu 
and Kashmir cricket 
team for clinching their 
maiden Ranji Trophy title.

PM Modi, wrote on X: "Congratula-
tions to the Jammu and P-06

Peace, Progress, 
Prosperity Driving Force 
Of New J&K: HM

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Union Home 
Minister and Amit Shah 
on Saturday congratulat-
ed Jammu & Kashmir for 
winning Ranji Trophy for 
the first time ever.

In a post on ‘X’, Shah, said, “On 
Jammu and Kashmir P-06

CM Announces `2 Crore 
Reward For Players, 
Support Staff

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

HUBBALLI: In a moment 
that will be etched in 
the sporting history of  
Jammu and Kashmir, the 
J&K cricket team lifted 
their maiden Ranji Trophy 
title, prompting Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah to announce a `2 P-06

PMO India
@PMOIndia

Congratulations 
to the Jammu 
and Kashmir 
team for their 
first ever Ranji 
Trophy win! This 

historic triumph reflects 
remarkable grit, discipline 
and passion of the team. 
It is a proud moment for 
the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir and it highlights 
the growing sporting 
passion and talent there. 
May this feat inspire many 
young athletes to dream big 
and play more.

Amit Shah
@AmitShah

On Jammu and 
Kashmir winning 
the Ranji Trophy 
for the first time 
ever, I extend 
my heartfelt 

congratulations to every 
youth of the region and 
especially to Team J&K that 
scripted this history. It is 
a moment that fills every 
citizen with immense pride 
and mirrors the reality that 
the new changes that have 
swept Jammu and Kashmir 
are the new identity of its 
youth. The mantras of peace, 
progress, and prosperity are 
the driving force of the New 
Jammu and Kashmir.
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Div Com conducts City 
Tour; Inspects E-Bus 
Charging Stations

DC Sgr kick starts free HPV vaccination 
campaign for Girls Aged 14-15

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir, 
Anshul Garg on Saturday 
undertook an extensive 
tour of  Srinagar city to 
review the progress of  
ongoing developmental 
works at various locations.

He was accompanied by 
Commissioner SMC/CEO 
SSCL, General Manager 
SRTC, Deputy Director 
Planning (DDP), and other 
senior revenue officers.

During the visit, the 
Divisional Commissioner 
inspected the e-bus charg-
ing station at Zoonimar, 
Soura, and assessed the 
status of  the ongoing 
works. He was informed 
that the facility is expect-
ed to be commissioned by 
March 15.

He directed the con-

cerned officers to evalu-
ate the operational impact 
of  the charging station, 
particularly in terms of  
service efficiency, traffic 
decongestion, circulation 
management, and public 
convenience.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner also reviewed the 
construction of  residen-
tial houses being devel-
oped for eight families from 
Habakadal at a nearby site 
and stressed timely com-
pletion of  the project.

While visiting the pro-
posed site for an additional 
e-bus charging station at 
Hazratbal, he instructed 
the CEO, Srinagar Smart 
City, to prepare detailed 
site drawings and examine 
the feasibility of  the proj-
ect in consultation with the 
Vice Chairman, LCMA.

Taking note of  the dete-
riorating condition of  the 
Habakadal Foot bridge, 
the Divisional Commis-
sioner directed the CEO 
SSCL to consult local rep-
resentatives and expedite 
necessary renovation 
measures.

He further inspected 
the proposed riverfront 
development project at 
Habakadal near the ghat, 
which aims to enhance the 
aesthetic appeal of  the area 
and facilitate water trans-
port infrastructure.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy 
Commissioner(DC) Sri-
nagar, Akshay Labroo on 
Saturday launched Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV) vac-
cination for girls aged 
14-15 Years as a part of  
nationwide campaign to 
prevent incidences of  cer-
vical cancer among young 
women here at UPHC Bata-
maloo.

Chief  Medical Officer, 
Dr Tahir Sajad; District 
Health Officer, Dr Rubee-
na; Zonal Medical Officer, 
Batmaloo, Dr Sameena; 
ZMO SR Gunj, Dr Shafqat; 
Medical Superintendent 
Government Gousia Hospi-
tal, Dr Arshid, other senior 
health functionaries and 
other concerned were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Speaking at the launch 
event, the Deputy Com-
missioner emphasized 
the importance of  early 
vaccination in protecting 
adolescent girls against 
HPV infections, which are 
a leading cause of  cervi-
cal cancer. He stated that 
cervical cancer remains 

one of  the most prevent-
able yet prevalent cancers 
affecting women, and that 
timely immunization can 
significantly reduce long-
term health risks.

Emphasizing coordinat-
ed efforts, the DC urged 
parents, guardians, school 
authorities and healthcare 

workers to ensure maxi-
mum participation and 
coverage across the dis-
trict. He directed health 
officials to meticulously 
follow the laid-down 
guidelines and adopt a 
systematic approach to 
identify and take aware-
ness to  all eligible girls 
in the target age group, 
ensuring effective and 
time-bound implementa-
tion of  the campaign.

During the launch event, 
the DC was informed that 
about 13,700 HPV vaccine 
doses have been arranged 
for Srinagar district. They 
also apprised the DC of  the 
arrangements regarding 
vaccine storage, logistics 
and cold chain manage-
ment to ensure smooth 
implementation of  the 
campaign.

DC Budgam chairs introductory 
sectoral meeting with officers

DC Kupwara 
reviews progress 
under District 
CAPEX Budget

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kupwara, 
Shrikant Suse, Saturday 
chaired a review meet-
ing to assess progress 
under the District CAPEX 
Budget 2025–26.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner reviewed physical 
and financial achieve-
ments, directed strict 
adherence to timelines, 
and emphasized quality 
standards in execution. He 
instructed departments 
to strengthen monitoring, 
ensure transparency, and 
coordinate effectively to 
overcome bottlenecks.

Detailed discussions 
were held regarding physi-
cal and financial progress 
made by different depart-
ments like PWD, Health, 
Education, Youth Services 
and Sports, PDD, PHE, 
Irrigation and Flood Con-
trol, Agriculture etc.

The DC also reviewed 
progress made under 
SASCI works as well 
as ongoing projects of  
Department of  Archives, 
Archaeology & Museums.

The meeting was 
attended by CPO, SE PWD, 
SE Hydraulics, ACD, con-
cerned Executive Engi-
neers as well as district 
officers. 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: After assuming 
charge as Deputy Commis-
sioner of  Budgam, Athar 
Aamir Khan, Saturday 
chaired an introductory 
sectoral meeting with all 
district and sectoral offi-
cers to take stock of  ongo-
ing developmental works 
and governance mecha-
nisms across the district.

Besides,  ADC Budgam, 
CPO Budgam, ACR 
Budgam CEO, CMO, SDMs, 
Tehsildars, BDOs, Execu-
tive Officers of  Municipal 
Committees, and sectoral 
heads from departments 
including Rural Develop-
ment, Health, Education, 
PDD, PHE, R&B, PMGSY, 
Irrigation & Flood Con-
trol, Social Welfare, Coop-
eratives, and NRLM were 
present in the meeting.

In a comprehensive 
sector-wise review, the 
DC held threadbare dis-
cussions on departmental 
performance, project prog-
ress, and implementation 
status of  key government 
schemes. He directed all 
executing agencies to 
strictly adhere to the set 
timelines for completion of  
projects and ensure quality 
standards are met.

Underscoring the sig-
nificance of  community 

involvement, the DC  said 
that public participation  in 
both planning and imple-
mentation of developmental 
initiatives is vital for achiev-
ing inclusive progress.

He directed that all eli-
gible beneficiaries must 
receive benefits under gov-
ernment schemes within 
the stipulated timelines.

The DC stressed the 
need for real-time moni-
toring and regular struc-
tural reviews of  major 
infrastructure projects to 
eliminate delays and bot-
tlenecks.

Emphasizing e-gover-
nance, the DC directed con-
cerned officers to ensure 
delivery of  all online ser-
vices within the timeframe 

specified under the Public 
Services Guarantee Act.

He further instructed 
departments to organize 
special outreach camps to 
provide doorstep services 
and raise awareness about 
various welfare schemes.

The DC called upon offi-
cers to uphold transpar-
ency, accountability, and 
integrity in their official 
conduct, emphasizing that 
public trust is the corner-
stone of  good governance.

The DC stressed that 
effective coordination and 
cooperation among all 
departments is imperative 
to ensure efficient service 
delivery and successful 
implementation of  devel-
opmental initiatives.

DDC Anantnag inaugurates 
HPV Vaccination Campaign 
at SDH Achabal

HPV Vaccination Campaign 

kicks off in Budgam
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Budgam, 
Athar Aamir khan Saturday 
launched the Human Papillo-
mavirus (HPV) Vaccination 
Campaign against cervical 
cancer from Charar-i-sharief  
marking a major initiative 
toward safeguarding ado-
lescent girls from cervical 
cancer in the district.The ini-
tiative, launched under the 
visionary leadership of  the 
Prime Minister, Shri Nar-
endra Modi ji aims to vacci-
nate girls up to the age of  14 
years, thereby significantly 
reducing the risk of  cervical 
cancer later in life.

 The DC emphasised 
that the campaign reflects 
the administration’s strong 
commitment to preventive 
healthcare and the promo-
tion of  women’s health. 
He informed that a large 
number of beneficiaries will 
be covered across Budgam 
district through a well-coor-
dinated mechanism involv-
ing multiple vaccination 
centres established at Gov-
ernment Medical Colleges, 
District Hospitals, Commu-
nity Health Centres, and 

Primary Health Centres to 
ensure smooth and effective 
implementation.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of  early vaccination, 
the DC urged parents, 
teachers, and community 
leaders to actively support 
the initiative and ensure 
maximum participation.

He also stressed the vital 
role of  the Education depart-
ment and Anganwadi work-
ers in spreading awareness 
and facilitating outreach at 
the grassroots level.

On the occasion, the DC 
also inspected the overall facil-
ities SDH charar-i-sharief. He 
interacted with doctors, para-
medical staff, patients, their 
attendants, and members of  
the general public, and took 
stock of  healthcare services 
being provided, while issuing 
necessary directions for fur-
ther improvement.

Later, the DC paid obei-
sance at the revered Ziyarat 
of  Sheikh Noor-ud-din 
Wali (RA). Besides, SDM 
Chadoora Primroze Bashir, 
CMO Budgam Dr. Gulzar , 
Senior officers of  the dis-
trict administration and 
the health department were 
present on the occasion.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG:  In sync 
with the nationwide 
launch of  HPV Vaccination 
Campaign, District Devel-
opment Commissioner 
(DDC) Anantnag, Dr. Bilal 
Mohiud Din Bhat, Satur-
day inaugurated HPV Vac-
cination Campaign at Sub-
District Hospital (SDH) 
Achabal.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DDC said that 
health remains a top prior-
ity sector and HPV Vaccine 
is crucial in curbing the 
Cervical Cancer. "There 
are over 11,000  eligible 
females aged 14-15 years 

who will be immunised 
at 14 Designated Centers 
across the district," Dr. 
Bhat added.

The DDC further said 
that all necessary arrange-
ments for safe roll out and 
smooth vaccination drive 
have been put in place. 
He also interacted with 
several beneficiaries and 
appealed to the general 
public to encourage their 
eligible children to get vac-
cinated at DVCs.

ADC, CMO, BMO Acha-
bal and other concerned 
officers and officials of  the 
health department were 
present during the inau-
gural ceremony.

DC G'bal launches HPV 
Vaccination Campaign at DH

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: The 
Human Papillomavirus 
(HPV) Vaccination Cam-
paign was Saturday for-
mally launched at District 
Hospital Ganderbal by 
Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Ganderbal, Jatin 
Kishore.

The campaign was 
launched as part of  the 
nationwide rollout of  the 
programme inaugurated 
by Hon’ble Prime Minister 
from Rajasthan.

This program marks a 
significant step towards 
protecting adolescent 
girls from cervical cancer, 
which is the second most 
common cancer among 
women in India and is 
often caused by persistent 
infection with the Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV).

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC highlighted 
the importance of  preven-
tive healthcare and said 
that vaccination remains 
one of  the most effective 
ways to safeguard the 
health and future of  young 
girls. He urged parents, 
guardians and community 
leaders to actively support 
the campaign and ensure 
that eligible beneficiaries 
receive the vaccine within 
the stipulated timeframe.

Chief  Medical Officer 
Ganderbal informed that 
all necessary preparatory 
measures have been com-

pleted to ensure smooth 
implementation of  the 
programme. He stated that 
comprehensive line-listing 
of  the target age group has 
been carried out, followed 
by block-wise verification to 
ensure accurate coverage.

He also informed that 
capacity building and 
orientation sessions for 
healthcare workers have 
also been conducted 
to equip them with the 
required knowledge and 
skills for effective service 
delivery.

CMO further apprised 
that adequate vaccine 
stocks have been arranged 
and proper cold chain 
mechanisms are in place 
to maintain vaccine safety 
and effectiveness. Regular 
monitoring and supervi-
sion will be undertaken 
throughout the campaign 
period to ensure quality 
implementation and timely 
reporting.

A total of  11 vaccination 
sites have been identified 
across the district to facili-
tate easy access for benefi-
ciaries. District Hospital 
Ganderbal will serve as 
the primary centre for the 
drive.

The DC appealed to all 
eligible girls in the target 
age group to come forward 
and get vaccinated within 
the campaign period. He 
stressed that collective 
community participation 
will be key to the success 
of  the programme and 
to building a healthier 
future for women in the 
district.

Chief  Medical Officer 
Ganderbal, Bashir Ahmad; 
Medical Superintendent 
District Hospital Gan-
derbal, Dr Farah; health 
department officials, doc-
tors, paramedical staff  
and members of  the public 
were present at the launch 
ceremony.

HPV Vaccination Drive 
launched at DH Bandipora

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: The 
Human Papillomavirus 
(HPV) Vaccination Drive 
was Saturday launched at 
District Hospital Bandi-
pora as part of  the nation-
wide campaign aimed at 
protecting adolescent girls 
against cervical cancer.

The drive was formally 
inaugurated by the Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner (ADC) Bandipora, 
Zafar Husson Shawl, in the 
presence of  Chief  Medical 
Officer (CMO) Bandipora, 
Dr. Nisar Ahmad Ganaie, 
Block Medical Officer 
(BMO) Bandipora, Medical 
Superintendent District 
Hospital Bandipora and 
other health officials, doc-
tors and paramedical staff.

On the occasion, vacci-
nation shots were adminis-
tered to eligible girls by the 
health officials, marking 
the formal commencement 
of  the drive in the district.

Speaking during the 

programme, the ADC high-
lighted the significance of  
the HPV vaccination in pre-
venting cervical cancer and 
emphasized the importance 
of  ensuring maximum cov-
erage under the campaign. 
He urged parents and 
guardians to cooperate with 
the Health Department and 
bring eligible girls to nearby 
health institutions to avail 
the free vaccination facility.

The CMO Bandipora 
informed that the vacci-
nation drive targets girls 
aged 14 years but below 15 
years and will be conduct-
ed across all health insti-
tutions in the district in 
a phased manner. He fur-
ther stated that the drive is 
scheduled to continue for 
a period of  three months 
to ensure coverage of  all 
eligible beneficiaries.

The Health Department 
called upon the public to 
actively participate in the 
programme to safeguard 
the health of  adolescent 
girls.

ADDC Shopian reviews Mission YUVA in district
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: On the direc-
tions of  the Deputy 
Commissioner Shopian, 
Shishir Gupta, a review-
cum-interaction meeting 
under Mission YUVA was 
held here Saturday at Mini-
Secretariat Shopian under 
the chairmanship of  the 
Additional District Devel-
opment Commissioner 
(ADDC) Shopian, Dr. Nasir 
Ahmed Lone.

The meeting focused on 
reviewing the progress of  
ongoing activities under 
Mission YUVA at the sub-
division level, identifying 
key challenges and discuss-
ing measures to enhance 
efficiency and coordination 
among stakeholders.

Officers briefed the 
chair on the status of  
implementation, highlight-
ing achievements, pending 
cases at the bank level and 
field-level constraints.

The ADDC stressed 
the importance of  inter-
departmental coordina-
tion and robust monitoring 
mechanisms to ensure that 
the intended benefits reach 
the public. He assured full 
institutional support from 
the district administration 
and highlighted the need 
for youth-led development 
and community participa-
tion to build a strong entre-
preneurship ecosystem in 
the district.

Directions were issued 
to the concerned bank 
representatives to priori-

tize the sanctioning and 
disbursal of  cases.

Newly recruited SBDU 
and BHD members were 
welcomed and emphasized 
the critical role they play 
in the effective execution of  
Mission YUVA.The interac-
tion session provided a plat-
form for open discussion, 
during which participants 
shared suggestions and 
feedback aimed at enhanc-
ing grassroots outreach.

The meeting was 
attended by ACR, Shakoor 
Ahmed Dar; Sub-Division-
al Magistrate (SDM) Zai-
napora, Bilal Ahmed, offi-
cers from the Employment 
Department, NRLM, bank 
representatives and newly 
recruited SBDU and BHD 
members.

ADDC reviews implementation of Mission YUVA in Kulgam
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: A comprehen-
sive review meeting of  Mis-
sion YUVA was convened 
under the chairmanship of  
Additional District Devel-
opment Commissioner 
(ADDC) Kulgam, Altaf  
Ahmad khan Saturday to 
assess the progress and 
strategize measures for 
further strengthening the 
implementation of  the pro-
gramme in the district.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the SDM DH Pora, 
Sub Registrar Kulgam, and 
other concerned district 
and sectoral officers.

A threadbare discus-
sion was held regarding 

the physical and financial 
progress achieved so far 
under Mission YUVA, iden-
tification of  bottlenecks, 
and measures required 
to accelerate the pace of  
implementation.

During the meeting, 
the ADDC emphasized the 
importance of  coordinated 
efforts among all depart-
ments to ensure effective 
outreach and timely dis-
posal of  cases under the 
scheme. Stress was laid 
on expediting verifica-
tion processes, facilitat-
ing eligible beneficiaries, 
and enhancing awareness 
at the grassroots level so 
that maximum youth can 
avail benefits under the 

programme.
Officers were directed 

to intensify field-level 
monitoring, ensure prompt 
redressal of  issues, and 
submit regular progress 
reports to this office.

 The chair underscored 
that Mission YUVA is 
a vital initiative aimed 
at empowering youth 
through self-employment 
and entrepreneurship, and 
all stakeholders must work 
with dedication to achieve 
tangible outcomes.

The meeting concluded 
with a resolve to further 
streamline procedures and 
significantly improve the 
overall progress of  Mission 
YUVA in the district.
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J&K targets 100% business reform compliance in next three months
CS directs for holding stakeholder conference for smooth rollout

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Secretary Atal 
Dulloo Saturday stressed the 
need for holding a comprehen-
sive stakeholders’ conference 
to ensure smooth, time-bound 
and effective implementation of  
reform-oriented deregulations 
introduced under the ‘Reduc-
tion of  Compliance Burden’ ini-
tiative aimed at strengthening 
Ease of  Doing Business (EoDB) 
across Jammu & Kashmir.

The Chief  Secretary was 
chairing a high-level review 
meeting to assess the progress 
achieved under Phase-II of  the 
Ease of  Doing Business reforms 
and subsequently reviewed 
the District Business Reforms 
Action Plan (D-BRAP) in a sepa-
rate session. These reforms are 
being implemented under the 
guidance of  the Government of  
India’s Department for Promo-
tion of  Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT).

The meeting, coordinated 
by the Industries & Commerce 
Department, was attended by 
the Administrative Secretar-
ies and senior officers includ-
ing ACS, Power Development 
Department; ACS, Agricul-
ture Production Department 
and Tourism; ACS, Finance; 

Principal Secretary, Home; 
Commissioner Secretaries of  
FCS&CA, Forests, Housing & 
Urban Development, Industries 
& Commerce and Law; Secre-
tary, Labour & Employment; 
Secretary, Transport; Director, 
Industries, Jammu; and other 
concerned officers.

Taking a comprehensive 
department-wise review of  
services and reform parameters 
mandated under EoDB-II and 
D-BRAP, the Chief  Secretary 
underscored the importance of  
bringing all public and private 
stakeholders on board.

He directed the Industries 
& Commerce Department to 
convene a stakeholders’ confer-
ence at the earliest to sensitize 
entrepreneurs, industry repre-
sentatives, district officials and 
service providers about their 
roles and responsibilities under 
the revised framework.

He observed that significant 
progress has been made in 
notifying designated services 
under the Public Services Guar-
antee Act (PSGA), with clearly 
defined timelines for delivery. 
He stressed that all such ser-
vices had been made available 
strictly through online mode, 
as envisaged under the D-BRAP 
framework, ensuring trans-

parency, accountability and 
reduced physical interface.

The Chief  Secretary further 
advised the department to draw 
upon the successful model of  
Mission YUVA, where a Single 
Business Development Unit 
(SBDU) is already operational. 
He suggested upgrading this 
mechanism into a more robust 
institutional support system to 
create a conducive ecosystem 
for innovation, entrepreneur-
ship and investment across the 
Union Territory.

Reiterating the Govern-
ment’s commitment to reform-
driven governance, the Chief  
Secretary directed all depart-
ments to ensure complete 
implementation of  the pre-

scribed reforms within the 
next three months without 
fail. He emphasized that the 
pace of  reform must not slack-
en and that tangible results 
must be achieved under all 
circumstances.

Calling for seamless coor-
dination from the grassroots 
to the highest administra-
tive level, he stressed that the 
reforms must translate into 
real benefits for businesses and 
citizens by simplifying proce-
dures, minimizing compliance 
requirements and enhancing 
service delivery standards.

Commissioner Secretary, 
Industries & Commerce, Vik-
ramjit Singh, presented the 
overall framework of  D-BRAP 

and informed the meeting that 46 
services have been identified by 
DPIIT for mandatory digitization.

He further added that these 
services have already been noti-
fied under the PSGA, are being 
delivered through online plat-
forms and are being monitored 
through a real-time dashboard 
by the concerned authorities in 
accordance with the scheme’s 
requirements.

Director, Industries, Jammu, 
Arun Manhas, apprised the 
meeting of  the department-wise 
categorization of  services and 
outlined the specific responsi-
bilities of  departments and dis-
trict administrations for their 
effective implementation. He 
presented the current online 

status of  each service along 
with their PSGA notification 
status.

It was informed that a real-
time monitoring dashboard, 
developed in compliance with 
DPIIT guidelines, showcases 
key components of  both e-ser-
vices and inspection modules, 
enabling effective oversight and 
performance tracking.

The meeting was also 
informed that DPIIT has 
launched D-BRAP 2025 com-
prising 154 reform points to 
be implemented by all States 
and Union Territories. All con-
cerned departments in J&K 
have been tasked with develop-
ing new or modifying existing 
services to ensure 100 percent 
compliance by March 31, 2026.

The D-BRAP framework 
encompasses a broad spectrum 
of  citizen-centric and business-
related services. These include 
land demarcation and bound-
ary verification, change in land 
use permissions, property reg-
istration and mutation, digitiza-
tion of  land records, approvals 
and registrations for setting up 
play schools and private edu-
cational institutions, and issu-
ance of  Mandi licenses (APMC).

The reforms also mandate 
online issuance of  licenses and 

permissions for establishment 
of  health clinics and diagnostic 
centres, goods and passenger 
transport permits, new elec-
tricity connections, building 
plan approvals, demolition 
and reconstruction permis-
sions, certificates of  vending 
for street vendors, parking 
licenses, No Objection Certifi-
cates for hotels, restaurants and 
entertainment establishments, 
water supply connections, and 
shop and establishment regis-
trations, among others.

In addition, the action plan 
seeks to strengthen District 
Industries Centres and promote 
development of  industrial parks 
to attract sector-specific invest-
ments. The overarching objec-
tive is to create an enabling, 
investor-friendly ecosystem at 
the district level, fostering sus-
tainable economic growth and 
employment generation across 
Jammu & Kashmir.

The Chief  Secretary reit-
erated that these reforms are 
aimed at transforming gover-
nance through digitization, 
transparency and time-bound 
service delivery, thereby posi-
tioning Jammu & Kashmir as 
a competitive and investment-
ready destination for all times 
to come.

Dy CM calls for strict monitoring, 

quality execution of projects in J&K
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Reiterating 
government’s zero-tol-
erance policy against 
quality compromise, 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
Surinder Choudhary Sat-
urday cautioned of  strict 
action against the use of  
substandard material or 
poor execution of  works 
under the Public Works 
Department (PWD) across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Chairing a high level 
review meeting held at the 
PWD Guest House, Jammu, 
the Deputy Chief  Minister 
assessed the overall func-
tioning, zone-wise physical 
and financial performance 
of  the department in all 
districts of  J&K.

During the compre-
hensive review, he under-
scored strict adherence 
to quality benchmarks in 
all ongoing and upcom-
ing projects, asserting 
that there would be no 
tolerance for substandard 
execution, delays or admin-
istrative lapses. “There is 
no room for quality com-
promise. Accountability 
must be visible at every 
level,” he stated, directing 
the officers to ensure close 
supervision and timely 
completion of  works.

He emphasized that the 
government is committed 
to ensure seamless road 
connectivity to all habita-
tions and is executing a 
wide range of  road, bridge 
and infrastructure projects 
under the Central Road 
and Infrastructure Fund 
(CRIF), NABARD RIDF, 
R&B and Cities & Towns 

initiatives to accelerate the 
developmental transforma-
tion of  J&K.

“Officers must adhere 
to stipulated timelines 
and financial discipline. 
Delays in completion will 
invite strict action, includ-
ing blacklisting of  contrac-
tors and accountability 
of  the concerned officers 
responsible for lapses,” he 
warned.

Expressing concern 
over slow tendering and 
low expenditure in certain 
sectors, the Deputy Chief  
Minister directed the offi-
cers to ensure 100 percent 
utilization of  allocated 
funds by the end of  March, 
cautioning that negligence 
would be viewed seriously. 
He strongly discouraged 
abnormally low bidding 
and subletting of  contracts, 
terming such practices det-
rimental to quality, trans-
parency and timely execu-
tion of  projects.

He further instructed 
that fresh tendering should 
not be undertaken without 
proper justification and 
prior approval from the 
competent authority.

“ Contractors securing 
multiple projects through 
low bids must be closely 
monitored to ensure adher-

ence to quality standards 
and progress timelines,” 
he added.

To enhance account-
ability and transparency, 
the Deputy Chief  Minister 
directed the field officers to 
maintain proper movement 
registers and conduct reg-
ular site inspections. The 
officers posted in far-flung 
areas were instructed to 
mark attendance through 
geo-tagging to strengthen 
monitoring mechanisms 
and work culture.

Among key projects, he 
directed for ensuring expe-
ditious completion of  Seer-
bagh–Chadoora Bridge, 
Ramban Bridge, Inderpa-
ti–Paragwal Bridge, Dak 
Bungalow-cum-Confer-
ence Hall Hyderpora and 
Dak Bungalow Rajouri.

The Commissioners 
were also asked to submit 
detailed proposals for 
beautification works in 
Jammu and Srinagar, 
with specific instructions 
to ensure completion of  
works in Srinagar well 
before the Darbar Move to 
the summer capital.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Commissioner 
SMC/JMC and senior engi-
neering officers, including 
Chief  Engineers of  Prad-

han Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana (PMGSY) Jammu/
Kashmir, R&B Jammu, Pir 
Panjal, Chenab, Central, 
North and South Kashmir, 
Design Inspection and Qual-
ity Control J&K (DIQC), 
and Mechanical & Hospital 
Engineering Department 
J&K (MHED) besides Super-
intending and Executive 
Engineers from all Circles 
and Divisions.

The chair was informed 
that during FY 2025–26, 
the Road Sector record-
ed substantial financial 
progress, with expendi-
ture reaching 62 percent 
under CRIF projects and 
45 percent under NABARD 
RIDF works. Region-wise 
performance remained 
steady, with South Kash-
mir achieving 64 percent 
expenditure, Chenab Zone 
57 percent, Central Kash-
mir 56 percent, and Jammu 
Zone 55 percent, reflecting 
balanced infrastructure 
development across the 
Union Territory.

Under PMGSY, 99.7 per-
cent of  targeted habitations 
under Phase-I have been 
connected, with 18,009 km 
of  road length completed. 
PMGSY-IV aims to provide 
connectivity to 2,513 addi-
tional eligible habitations, 
further strengthening 
rural road infrastructure.

It was further informed 
that 697 permanent resto-
ration works have recent-
ly been approved, reaf-
firming the government’s 
commitment to build 
resilient, durable and 
high-quality public infra-
structure across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Sakeena Itoo inaugurates HDU at 

District Hospital Kulgam
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Minister for 
Health and Medical Edu-
cation, Social Welfare and 
Education, Sakeena Itoo 
Saturday inaugurated the 
High Dependency Unit 
(HDU) at District Hospital 
Kulgam reaffirming the 
government’s commitment 
to enhancing accessible and 
quality healthcare services 
at the grassroots level.

Deputy Commissioner, 
Kulgam, Shahzad Alam; 
CMO Kulgam, senior offi-
cers of  district administra-
tion and other concerned 
officers were also present 
on the occasion.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Health Minister 
highlighted the Govern-
ment’s focused approach 
to upgrade district-level 
healthcare institutions 
with modern facilities and 
trained manpower. “Opera-
tionalisation of  this HDU 
marks a major milestone in 
strengthening the second-
ary healthcare framework 
in Kulgam district and 
adjoining areas”, she stated.

The Minister underlined 
that the HDU will act as an 
essential bridge between 

ICU and routine inpatient 
services, ensuring timely 
intervention and improved 
patient outcomes. She 
added that this facil-
ity will provide enhanced 
monitoring and treatment 
for patients who require 
higher care.

“HDU facility will signif-
icantly strengthen emer-
gency and critical care 
services at the hospital by 
reducing referrals to ter-
tiary care institutions and 
ensuring stabilization of  
critically ill patients within 
the district Kulgam”, the 
Health Minister said.

Minister Sakeena fur-
ther said that the estab-
lishment and functioning 

of  HDU at District Hospital 
Kulgam reflects the com-
mitment of  Omar Abdullah 
led Government to enhance 
secondary healthcare 
services, improve patient 
safety and provide acces-
sible, quality care to people 
near their vicinities.

“Upgrading healthcare 
infrastructure in rural and 
semi-urban regions remains 
Government’s top priority, 
with sustained investments 
being made to bridge gaps in 
service delivery”, the Minis-
ter said.

The Minister, on the 
occasion, also interacted 
with the doctors and para-
medical staff, and sought 
detailed and urgent 

requirements at the hos-
pital. She also interacted 
with the patients and took 
feedback from them about 
the healthcare services 
being provided at the DH 
Kulgam.

Pertinently, the roll-
out of  HDU at DH Kulgam 
marks a landmark develop-
ment in improving the crit-
ical care services across 
the district. The HDU is 
equipped with advanced 
monitoring systems includ-
ing multipara monitors, 
oxygen supply, suction 
apparatus, infusion pumps, 
defibrillator, and emer-
gency resuscitation equip-
ment. The unit will cater 
to patients with serious 
medical and surgical con-
ditions like severe infec-
tions, respiratory distress, 
cardiac ailments, post-
operative cases requiring 
close observation, obstet-
ric complications and other 
high-risk conditions.

The HDU is staffed by 
trained medical officers, 
nursing personnel, and 
paramedical staff  who will 
provide round-the-clock 
monitoring and prompt 
management of  patients 
requiring advanced care.

CS extends condolences to Rohit Sharma on Father’s demise
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo, has expressed 
profound grief  and sorrow 
over the passing away of  
Dr. Brahm Dev Sharma, 
father of  Rohit Sharma, 
Additional Secretary, 

General Administration 
Department.

In his condolence mes-
sage, the Chief  Secretary 
said that he was deeply 
saddened to learn about 
the demise of  Dr. Brahm 
Dev Sharma, who left for 
his heavenly abode today. 

He described the loss as 
irreparable and conveyed 
that the void created by his 
passing will be difficult to 
fill.

The Chief  Secretary 
extended his heartfelt 
condolences to Sh. Rohit 
Sharma and the bereaved 

family members in this 
hour of  grief. He prayed 
for strength and fortitude 
to the family to bear this 
immense loss with courage 
and patience.

He also prayed for eter-
nal peace to the departed 
soul.

₹666 Cr worth claims receives approval under PMJAY-SEHAT
Chief Secy favours robust claim scrutiny for swift disbursals

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Secretary, Atal 
Dulloo Saturday chaired the 
11th Governing Council Meet-
ing of  the State Health Agency 
(SHA) to review the progress 
and performance registered 
under PMJAY-Sehat under the 
current Policy Stage which 
commenced on April 17, 2025.

The meeting was attended 
by Commissioner Secretary, 
H&ME; Secretary, IT; Secre-
tary, RDD; Secretary, L&E; DG, 
Codes; CEO, SHA; Principal, 
GMC Jammu and other con-
cerned officers.

During the meeting, the 
Chief  Secretary emphasized 
the need for putting in place a 
robust and foolproof  mecha-
nism to weed out fake or fraudu-
lent claims received by the State 
Health Agency. He stressed that 

safeguarding the integrity of  
the scheme is paramount to 
ensuring that the benefits reach 
genuine beneficiaries.

The Chief  Secretary further 
underscored the importance of  
instituting an effective third-
party monitoring mechanism 
to strengthen oversight and 
accountability. He observed 
that such independent scru-
tiny would play a vital role in 
ensuring that only genuine 
claims under PMJAY-SEHAT 
are processed and disbursed 
by the agency in a timely and 
transparent manner.

While highlighting the per-
formance of  SHA the CEO, 
Ananth Dwivedi informed that 
the scheme has registered sub-
stantial utilisation across public 
and private healthcare insti-
tutions, reflecting enhanced 
access to cashless treatment 

for beneficiaries across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

As per the details present-
ed during the meeting, it was 
revealed that from April 17, 2025 
to February 25, 2026, a total of  
3,52,563 pre-authorizations have 
been approved under this policy 
term. Of  these, 2,43,967 approv-
als were accorded to public hos-
pitals and 1,08,596 approvals to 
private hospitals, demonstrat-

ing significant participation 
from both sectors.

In financial terms, the total 
amount of  pre-authorizations 
approved during the period 
stands at ₹666.34 Cr, with ₹444.75 
Cr accounted for by public insti-
tutions and ₹221.59 Cr by pri-
vate hospitals.

The Governing Council was 
further apprised that 3,23,468 
claims have been submitted so 

far, including 2,21,642 claims 
from public hospitals and 
1,01,826 claims from private 
hospitals. The total value of  
claims submitted amounts to 
₹604.46 crore, with public sector 
claims accounting for ₹395.36 Cr 
and private sector claims for 
₹209.10 Cr.

In terms of  claim settlement, 
1,16,667 claims have been paid 
to date including 85,570 claims 

in the public sector and 31,097 
claims in the private sector 
thereby translating into a total 
disbursement of  ₹183.09 Cr. 
Of  this, ₹123.86 Cr has been 
released to public hospitals and 
₹59.23 Cr to private healthcare 
providers.

The meeting was also 
informed that 28,631 claims 
have been rejected after due 
scrutiny, comprising 27,110 
claims from public institutions 
and 1,521 claims from private 
hospitals. The total amount 
associated with rejected claims 
stands at ₹55.58 crore, including 
₹52.19 crore in the public sector 
and ₹3.39 crore in the private 
sector.

It was highlighted that the 
total pre-authorization amount 
of  ₹666.34 crore has been 
achieved over a period of  315 
days (April 17, 2025 to February 

16, 2026). On a pro-rata basis, 
the projected pre-authorization 
outgo for the full 365-day policy 
period is estimated to reach 
approximately ₹772 crore, indi-
cating sustained demand and 
growing trust in the scheme.

The Governing Council 
underscored the importance 
of  timely claim processing, 
strengthened monitoring 
mechanisms, and enhanced 
coordination between public 
and private healthcare insti-
tutions to ensure seamless 
delivery of  benefits to eli-
gible beneficiaries. The per-
formance under the current 
policy period reflects the con-
tinued commitment of  the 
State Health Agency towards 
providing financial risk pro-
tection and expanding qual-
ity healthcare access across 
Jammu and Kashmir.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.
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Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
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EDITORIAL

    From Inspections To Impact

What Srinagar 
Really Needs

T
he recent visit by Divisional Com-
missioner Anshul Garg to review 
development works across the 
city has once again raised hopes, 
but also familiar doubts. For the 

people of Srinagar, official inspections are 
no longer news. What truly matters is what 
follows after the officers leave.
There is no denying that projects like e-bus 
charging stations, housing for displaced 
families, footbridge repairs, and riverfront 
development are important. They point 
towards a more modern, accessible, and 
livable city. But residents have seen too 
many deadlines come and go, too many 
plans remain stuck between files and field 
realities.
The e-bus initiative, for example, carries 
real promise. Cleaner transport and better 
mobility are badly needed. Yet buses alone 
will not fix congestion unless routes are 
streamlined, traffic is managed, and servic-
es run reliably. Without this bigger picture, 
even well-intended projects risk becoming 
underused assets.
For the families from Habakadal awaiting 
new homes, development is not a policy 
term, it is about stability and dignity. Every 
delay extends uncertainty and hardship. 
Rehabilitation projects must move with 
urgency, not procedural comfort.
The crumbling Habakadal footbridge tells 
another story, one of neglect catching up 
with the city. Public infrastructure should 
be maintained before it becomes unsafe, 
not after it turns into a risk. Citizens should 
not have to wait for inspections to feel 
secure while crossing a bridge.
Riverfront development may beautify the 
city and open new possibilities for water 
transport, but beauty alone cannot mask 
everyday struggles. A city is judged not by 
how it looks in plans, but by how smoothly 
it functions for its people.
Ultimately, governance is not measured by 
the number of site visits or review meet-
ings, but by results that people can see and 
feel. Srinagar does not lack plans or poten-
tial, it lacks timely execution and account-
ability. Turning inspections into action is 
the real test, and one the city hopes will 
finally be passed.

Hope In The Halls: From 
Scarcity To Systemic Strength

MOHD AMIN MIR

I
n the year 2007, I stood in the dimly lit 
corridors of  the then District Hospital 
Anantnag, watching anxiously as my 
mother was wheeled into the operation 
theatre for an eye procedure. Those 

moments are etched in my memory, not 
merely because of  the fear and uncertainty 
that accompany any surgery, but because of  
the visible inadequacies that surrounded us. 
The infrastructure appeared fragile, medical 
equipment seemed outdated, and the gen-
eral atmosphere reflected systemic fatigue. 
It was, undeniably, a district hospital operat-
ing under severe constraints.

Seventeen years later, destiny brought me 
back to the same institution, no longer known 
as District Hospital Anantnag but upgraded 
and functioning as Government Medical Col-
lege Anantnag. This time, it was my daughter 
who required medical attention. She had suf-
fered a fracture in the middle finger of  her 
left hand and needed surgical intervention. 
I entered the premises with a mix of  anxi-
ety and curiosity. What I witnessed was not 
merely an upgraded building, it was a trans-
formed healthcare ecosystem.

The journey from a modest district hospital 
to a well-equipped medical college hospital 
reflects more than infrastructural change. It 
represents a broader narrative of  governance, 
prioritisation of  public health, and systemic 
reform in Jammu and Kashmir. The trans-
formation is visible not only in physical struc-
tures but also in administrative efficiency, 
medical technology, patient care standards, 
and public confidence.

In 2007, healthcare in many parts of  
Jammu and Kashmir was struggling. Hos-
pitals were overburdened. Specialist doc-
tors were few. Modern diagnostic tools were 
limited. Referral to tertiary care hospitals 
in Srinagar was common even for manage-
able cases. Patients from rural belts faced 
significant hardships, both financial and 
logistical. The District Hospital Anantnag 
was functioning, but barely. Facilities were 
functional but minimal. The wards lacked 
the polish and hygiene standards one would 
expect from a major district hospital. Wait-
ing areas were overcrowded. Attendants 
often complained about shortages, whether 
of  medicines, equipment, or staff.

I remember asking fellow attendants at 
the time about the condition of  healthcare in 
Kashmir. Their responses were largely pes-
simistic. The consensus was clear: healthcare 
facilities were poor, especially in peripheral 
districts. There was a sense of  helplessness, 
as though improvement was a distant dream.

Fast forward to the present. As I entered 
the campus of  Government Medical Col-
lege Anantnag, the contrast was striking. 
The infrastructure appeared modern and 
well-maintained. Departments were clearly 
marked. Digital registration counters func-
tioned efficiently. Cleanliness was evident. 
The waiting halls were spacious and organ-
ised. More importantly, the clinical setup 
had undergone a substantial upgrade. The 
orthopaedic department where my daughter 

was treated had modern equipment, skilled 
surgeons, and trained support staff. The sur-
gical procedure was conducted with pro-
fessionalism and efficiency comparable to 
reputed institutions in metropolitan cities.

Seventeen years had indeed passed—but 
the magnitude of  change felt far greater 
than the passage of  time. The upgradation 
of  the District Hospital into a Government 
Medical College was a watershed moment. 
Medical colleges are not mere treatment cen-
tres; they are hubs of  learning, research, and 
specialised healthcare delivery. They attract 
better talent, generate medical manpower, 
and elevate standards across departments.

The establishment of Government 
Medical College Anantnag brought mul-
tiple advantages:
•	 Availability of  Specialist Doctors: 

Departments now have qualified spe-
cialists and super-specialists.

•	 Advanced Diagnostic Tools: Modern radiol-
ogy, pathology, and imaging facilities reduce 
dependency on referrals.

•	 Teaching Environment: The presence of  
medical students and faculty creates a 
culture of academic discipline.

•	 Improved Accountability: Institutional 
structure enhances administrative 
efficiency.

•	 Patient-Centric Services: Improved nursing 
care and paramedical support.

The hospital no longer appears as an 
overwhelmed district unit, it functions as a 
structured healthcare institution aligned with 
national medical standards. While infrastruc-
ture speaks volumes, public perception often 
speaks louder. During my daughter’s stay, I 
engaged in conversations with several atten-
dants. To my surprise, the responses were 
overwhelmingly positive. Many acknowledged 
that earlier they would have preferred taking 
patients to Srinagar or even outside the Union 
Territory. Today, they expressed confidence 
in the services available locally. Some even 
remarked that facilities now match those of  
hospitals in developed urban centres.

A recurring sentiment was that health-
care reforms in Jammu and Kashmir have 
gained momentum over the last decade. 
Several attendants explicitly credited 
the leadership of  Narendra Modi for pri-

oritising healthcare infrastructure in the 
region. Whether one views such opinions 
through political or administrative lenses, 
the fact remains that public confidence 
has increased. That confidence is built not 
merely on rhetoric but on visible change.

Healthcare reform does not happen over-
night. It requires political will, financial alloca-
tion, administrative continuity, and monitoring. 
Over the years, multiple initiatives have aimed 
at strengthening medical infrastructure across 
India, including in Jammu and Kashmir. In 
Jammu and Kashmir, the establishment of Gov-
ernment Medical Colleges in various districts 
has decentralised tertiary care. This reduces 
pressure on major hospitals in Srinagar and 
ensures equitable access.

The real beneficiaries of  improved public 
healthcare are the economically weaker 
sections. Private hospitals, though efficient, 
are often beyond the financial reach of  ordi-
nary citizens. A strengthened public hospital 
system offers dignity and affordability. In my 
recent experience, I observed that treatment 
protocols were systematic. Investigations 
were conducted without unnecessary delays. 
Staff  were responsive. Financial burden was 
manageable compared to private alternatives. 
Many attendants shared stories of  how gov-
ernment-backed health insurance schemes 
helped them access free or subsidised treat-
ment. For a region with significant rural popu-
lation, this represents a substantial relief.

One of  the most striking differences 
between 2007 and today is cleanliness. Modern 
healthcare emphasises infection control, sani-
tation, and patient comfort. The wards were 
hygienic, waste disposal appeared organised, 
and sanitation staff  were actively engaged. 
Digitalisation has also improved record-keep-
ing and patient registration. Streamlined pro-
cesses reduce waiting times and eliminate con-
fusion. Such improvements may seem minor 
individually, but collectively they transform 
patient experience.

The presence of a medical college in Anant-
nag has broader implications beyond treatment. 
It creates opportunities for local youth to pursue 
medical education within the region. It generates 
employment for doctors, nurses, technicians, and 
administrative staff. Medical education also fos-
ters research culture and continuous learning. 

A teaching hospital typically maintains higher 
standards due to academic oversight.

Thus, the transformation of the institution 
contributes to long-term capacity building.

Healthcare reforms across Jammu and 
Kashmir have included infrastructure devel-
opment, new hospital buildings, recruitment 
drives, and expansion of  primary health cen-
tres. Road connectivity, emergency trans-
port services, and telemedicine initiatives 
have further strengthened the system. In 
remote districts, such measures can be life-
saving. While challenges remain—such as 
doctor shortages in far-flung areas and the 
need for more super-speciality services, the 
trajectory appears upward.

Public policy outcomes often reflect 
leadership priorities. Many attendants 
during my visit openly expressed their 
belief  that healthcare transformation in 
Jammu and Kashmir accelerated under 
the leadership of  Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. They viewed the establishment of  
new medical colleges and infrastructure 
projects as part of  a broader developmen-
tal agenda. For ordinary citizens, the polit-
ical discourse matters less than tangible 
results. When facilities improve, gratitude 
naturally follows. Whether one frames the 
narrative in political or administrative 
terms, the lived experience of  improved 
healthcare cannot be denied.

Seventeen years ago, I stood outside an 
operating theatre worrying about limited 
facilities. Today, I sat in a modern ortho-
paedic ward observing structured clinical 
care. The difference is not merely physical, 
it is psychological. There is greater trust 
in the system. There is less compulsion to 
travel long distances. There is a sense that 
district-level institutions are capable and 
reliable. As a father and son who has wit-
nessed both eras, I cannot ignore the mag-
nitude of  change.

The transformation of  the former Dis-
trict Hospital Anantnag into Government 
Medical College Anantnag symbolises a 
broader evolution in healthcare governance. 
It reflects systemic investment, administra-
tive reform, and policy prioritisation. From 
limited facilities in 2007 to modern surgical 
care today, the journey is remarkable. Public 
perception has shifted from dissatisfaction 
to confidence. The poor and marginalised 
now have access to improved services within 
their district. History will assess leadership 
contributions through outcomes that touch 
ordinary lives. For families like mine, the 
change is not abstract, it is personal.

Seventeen years ago, I witnessed a system 
under strain. Today, I witness a system 
striving toward excellence. The corridors 
that once echoed with concern now reflect 
organised care and professional assurance. 
If  progress continues with the same com-
mitment, the future of  healthcare in Jammu 
and Kashmir appears promising. And for 
countless families, that promise translates 
into hope, dignity, and security.

The author can be mailed at mira-
min354@gmail.com

Storytelling: The Fading Art Of Shared Memory
MOHD ISHAQ SHAH

 

S
torytelling has been one 
of  the prominent compo-
nents of  literature, and 
it has a special role in 
continuing the tradition, 

culture, and legacy of  prophets, 
saints, and great heroes of  the 
world who have sacrificed for the 
cause of  humanity and human 
service. In my childhood, I used 
to listen to the bedtime tales from 
the mouths of  my grandparents or 
parents, which added to my infor-
mation and kept me convinced to 
go ahead with an ideal goal. And 
kept me motivated to the effect 
that gaining knowledge, practising 
morality, following honesty and 
dedication are the real aims of  life. 
With the passage of  time and the 
advent of  technology, the art of  
storytelling has faded. And espe-
cially after the inception of  social 
media, this art has died, as today 
every household is full of  smart-
phones and every family member 
is busy scrolling the screen up and 
down. Hence, the connectivity is 
lost among the human folk.

Walter Benjamin – a twentieth-
century critic and philosopher – 
in his seminal critical essay “The 
Storyteller" talks about the works 
of  Nikolai Leskov. And goes on 
talking about the declining art of  
storytelling, as Less and less fre-
quently do we encounter people 
with the ability to tell a tale proper-
ly. More and more there is embar-
rassment all around when the 
wish to hear a story is expressed. 
It is as if  something that seems 
inalienable to us, the surest among 
our possessions, were taken from 

us: the ability to exchange experi-
ences. One of  the reasons for this 
phenomenon is obvious: Experi-
ence has fallen in value.

Leskov was grounded in the 
classics. The first storyteller of  
the Greeks was Herodotus. In the 
fourteenth chapter of  his book His-
tories there is a story from which 
much can be learned. It deals with 
Psammentus. When Egyptian king 
Psammentus had been beaten and 
captured by Persian king Camby-
ses, the latter was hell-bent on 
humbling the prisoner. He gave 
orders to place Psammentus on 
the road along which the Persian 
triumphal procession was to pass. 
And he further arranged that the 
prisoner should see his daughter 
pass by a maid going to the well 
with a pitcher. While all the Egyp-
tians were lamenting and bewail-
ing this spectacle. Psammentus 
stood alone, mute and motionless, 
his eyes fixed on the ground; and 
when presently he saw his son who 
was being taken along in the pro-
cession to be executed, he likewise 
remained unmoved. But when 
afterwards he recognised one of  
his servants, an old, impoverished 
man, in the ranks of  prisoners, 
he beat his fists against his head 
and gave all the signs of  deepest 
mourning.

From this story, it may be seen 
what the nature of  true storytell-
ing is. The value of  information 
doesn’t survive the moment in 
which it was new. It lives only in 
the moment; it has to surrender to 
it completely and explain itself  to 
it without losing any time. A story 
is different. It doesn’t expend itself. 
It preserves and concentrates its 

strength and Is capable of  releas-
ing it even after a long time.

Walter Benjamin continues to 
say that the earliest symptom of  a 
process whose end is the decline of  
storytelling is the rise of  the novel 
at the beginning of  modern times. 
What distinguishes the novel 
from the story (and from the epic 
in a narrow sense) is its essential 
dependence on the book. The dis-
semination of  the novel became 
only possible with the invention 
of  the printing press. What can be 
handed on orally, the wealth of  the 
epic, is a different kind from what 
constitutes the stock-in-trade of  
the novel. What differentiates all 
other forms of  prose literature – 
the fairy tale, the legend, even the 
novella – is that it neither comes 
from oral tradition nor goes into it. 
This distinguishes it mainly from 
the storytelling. The storyteller 
takes what he tells from experi-
ence – his own or that reported by 
others.

So we can say that storytelling 
as an art has faded away gradually 
due to certain reasons, and in the 
current scenario, the main cause 
behind it is the screen addiction 

and its consequences on both the 
adults and young folk. The screen 
has given a considerable amount 
of  benefits, like up-to-date infor-
mation, news, and entertainment, 
but has snatched from us much 
more than it has given. The art of  
storytelling was, in a way, natural 
and came down through the gen-
erations. It has its own feasible 
impacts upon the mind and body 
of  a person. Those bedtime tales 
served as a source of  information, 
motivation and especially con-
nectivity. The family members 
would sit together after dinner 
and share their experience. Usu-
ally it was the job of  grandpar-
ents to tell the tales to children in 
order to make them soothed and 
calm for the night. And it was that 
those children would fall asleep 
while listening to the sweet tale. 
The most effective factor of  this 
tradition was that it would keep 
the fabric of  the family intact. The 
get-together would serve as a cabal 
for the family in which all the plan-
ning was discussed.

I still remember a tale that I 
have heard from my elders. Once 
upon a time there was a father who 

had three sons. When he reached 
his old age and was apprehended 
about his death; He summoned 
all his sons and distributed his 
property among them. He wanted 
to give the test to his youngest 
son, as he was inexperienced. He 
gave a hundred-rupee note to his 
younger son and asked him to do 
the business of  it. He went away 
and happened to come across 
a party of  young boys who had 
caught a dog and were trying to 
kill it, but he stopped them from 
doing it, for which they demanded 
100 rupees from him. He gave it 
to them and got the dog with him. 
After he reached home, his father 
enquired about the 100 rupees. He 
showed the dog and was bullied. 
On the second day he got a cat, and 
on the third day he got a snake. 
Hence, he lost all the chances of  
inheriting his father’s property, 
as it was his test in which he had 
failed. He left home for nowhere 
along with his three animal com-
panions. While travelling a long 
way, they happened to reach the 
banks of  the river and sat down 
there for the rest. The young boy 
prayed to God for his help. He was 
granted his wish and bestowed 
with a bungalow and a beautiful 
wife with golden hair. But after 
some time he was again caught 
in trouble, and all these animals 
helped him out of  this tragedy. 
The moral that emerges out of  the 
story is "virtue is its own reward", 
and if  we are compassionate with 
other species, nature will be com-
passionate with us.

 The author can be mailed at 
ishaq7007@gmail.com
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Holi: Festival Of Spiritual Awakening And Scientific Insight
LALIT GARG

H
oli is not merely a play 
of  colors; it is a living 
expression of  the Indian 
philosophy of  life. It is 
a festival that invites 

human beings to look within and 
reminds us that the true beauty of  
life lies not in external display but in 
the purity of  the inner self. Over time, 
Holi has undergone many changes. In 
some places, it has remained a celebra-
tion of  joy and harmony; in others, 
it has unfortunately become associ-
ated with unruly behavior. Teasing, 
intoxication, violence, and breaches 
of  dignity stand in complete contrast 
to the sacred spirit of  this festival. In 
its true sense, Holi does not signify the 
crossing of  moral boundaries but the 
burning of  inner impurities and the 
renewal of  relationships. The need of  
the hour is to understand the spiritu-
al, scientific, and cultural dimensions 
of  Holi and to restore its dignity and 
vibrancy in contemporary life.

The foundational inspiration of  Holi 
is linked to the legend of  Prahlada and 
Holika. This narrative is not merely a 
mythological tale but a deeply sym-
bolic message. Prahlada represents 
unwavering faith and righteousness, 
while Holika symbolizes arrogance 
and stubborn ego. The ritual of  Holika 
Dahan teaches us that truth ultimate-
ly triumphs and that the fire of  ego 
eventually consumes itself. When we 
light the bonfire, its true meaning is 
not the burning of  wood but the burn-
ing of  anger, jealousy, hatred, and 
pride within us. Without this inner 
purification, Holi becomes merely 
a social event devoid of  its spiritual 
essence. The spiritual symbolism of  
colors is equally profound. In Indian 
culture, each color carries its own 
meaning. Red represents energy and 
love, yellow symbolizes knowledge and 
purity, green reflects life and prosper-
ity, and blue signifies the infinite sky 
and expansive consciousness. When 
we apply colors to one another, we 
symbolically dissolve divisions and 
embrace unity. Colors teach us that 
diversity is the true beauty of  life. Just 
as a rainbow emerges from the blend-
ing of  many colors, a harmonious soci-
ety is formed through the coexistence 
of  diverse communities, ideas, and cul-
tures. This is Holi’s enduring cultural 
message—unity in diversity.

From a scientific perspective, Holi 
holds seasonal and health-related 
significance. It is celebrated on the 
full moon of  the month of  Phalguna, 
marking the transition from winter 
to summer. This seasonal change is 
a sensitive period for the immune 
system. Traditionally, sitting near the 

warmth of  the Holika fire was believed 
to offer health benefits. In ancient 
times, colors were made from natural 
sources such as tesu flowers, sandal-
wood, turmeric, and herbal gulal, all 
of  which possessed medicinal prop-
erties and protected the skin from 
infections. Today, the harmful effects 
of  chemical colors challenge this tradi-
tion. Therefore, it is essential to return 
to natural and eco-friendly alterna-
tives. The vision of  a developed India, 
rooted in cleanliness, green living, 
and environmental sensitivity, aligns 
perfectly with the traditional spirit of  
Holi. Culturally, Holi is a celebration 
of  collective consciousness in Indian 
society. It is an occasion when social 
barriers soften and bonds of  belonging 
deepen. In villages, the echoes of  folk 
songs fill the air; in towns and cities, 
cultural gatherings and performances 
strengthen the social fabric. Holi also 
provides an opportunity to forget old 
grievances and embrace one another 
anew. It can serve as a bridge of  dia-
logue and harmony—if  we remain 
faithful to its true spirit.

The festival of  Holi also finds its 
most enchanting expression in the 
divine play of  shrikrishna and Radha 

in Vrindavan and Mathura. The Holi 
of  Braj is not merely a festival but a 
celebration of  divine love and play-
ful devotion. In these sacred towns, 
colors symbolize the blissful union of  
the soul with the Supreme.  Shri Krish-
na’s playful application of  colors upon 
Radha reflects the transcendence of  
ego and the joy of  pure affection. The 
message of  this tradition is that love 
dissolves all differences and elevates 
human relationships to a spiritual 
plane. The Holi of  Vrindavan and 
Mathura remind us that celebration 
becomes sacred when it is rooted in 
devotion, mutual respect, and divine 
consciousness.

In today’s era of  globalization, the 
younger generation often equates 
modernity with progress. Modernity 
is welcome, but when it leads to the 
erosion of  values, social balance is 
disturbed. The phrase “Do not take 
offense, it is Holi” does not justify 
hurting someone’s dignity; rather, it 
encourages the sharing of  joy with 
sensitivity and affection. Celebrat-
ing Holi while upholding women’s 
dignity, public decorum, and social 
responsibility reflects true Indian 
ethos. Joy and discipline are not oppo-

sites; they are complementary. Under 
the leadership of  Narendra Modi, 
India is moving toward a renewed 
cultural confidence. The vision of  a 
“New India” and a “Developed India” 
extends beyond economic growth to 
encompass cultural renaissance. The 
growing global recognition of  Indian 
traditions, yoga, Ayurveda, and fes-
tivals reflects this transformation. 
Holi has become a symbol of  India’s 
cultural identity worldwide. When 
celebrated with dignity, environmen-
tal awareness, and spiritual depth, it 
strengthens India’s soft power and 
cultural diplomacy.

In a rapidly evolving global order, 
where technological advancement is 
accompanied by rising mental stress 
and social isolation, festivals like Holi 
offer opportunities to rebuild human 
connections. In the digital age, people 
often engage more in virtual commu-
nication than in personal interaction. 
Holi encourages face-to-face meetings, 
affectionate gestures, and collective 
joy. It can also become a medium for 
compassion if  we share its colors 
with the underprivileged, the elderly, 
and those in need. It is time to collec-
tively pledge to celebrate a drug-free, 

eco-friendly, and culturally dignified 
Holi. Schools, social institutions, and 
religious organizations can play a sig-
nificant role in spreading its authen-
tic message. Folk songs, cultural 
programs, poetry gatherings, and col-
lective prayers can give the festival a 
renewed direction. When Holi evolves 
from being merely a festival of  colors 
to a festival of  ideas and values, its 
true purpose will be fulfilled.

Ultimately, Holi teaches us that 
external colors fade, but inner love 
and harmony endure. If  we burn our 
egos and fill our hearts with compas-
sion, every day can become Holi. The 
dream of  a developed India will be 
realised only when economic progress 
moves alongside cultural conscious-
ness. Let us resolve this Holi to cel-
ebrate not the violation of  boundaries 
but the celebration of  dignity; not divi-
sion but trust, and not recklessness 
but enthusiasm guided by goodwill. 
When the colours of  Holi permeate 
our character and conduct, the festi-
val will truly become meaningful and 
inspiring.

The author can be mailed at lalit-
garg11@gmail.com

Fading Colors, Fraying Relationships

When Holi Was Not Just A Festival, It Was A Feeling Of Belongingness
DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

H
oli has been a festival 
in Indian society that 
wasn't limited to colors 
alone. It was an oppor-
tunity to bridge the dis-

tance between people, wash away 
years of  bitterness, and infuse new 
freshness into relationships. With 
the arrival of  the month of  Phalgun, 
a unique spirit permeated the atmo-
sphere. The scent of  gulal (coloured 
powder) wafting through the air, the 
laughter of  children in the streets, 
and the melody of  folk songs emanat-
ing from every home transformed life 
into a celebration.

But today's Holi looks quite dif-
ferent from the Holi of  the past. 
Over time, society has changed, 
technology has advanced, and con-
veniences have arrived—but some-
where amidst these changes, the 
warmth of  relationships has cooled. 
The colors are still there, but they 
no longer reach hearts. There was 
a time when Holi wasn't just a one-
day celebration. Preparations began 
as early as Vasant Panchami. Phaag 
would resonate in temples, the beats 
of  dhap and chang would resonate 
in the chaupals, and groups of  sing-
ers would emerge from villages and 
neighborhoods. This togetherness 
was the soul of  Holi.

Children used to gather in groups 
in neighborhoods to collect Holi 
donations. Even if  someone refused, 
they wouldn't mind—they would 
move on, smiling and making others 
laugh. Applying color wasn't a crime, 
but a way to show affection. Even if  
someone scolded them, it was simply 
forgotten, considering it part of  the 
fun of  Holi. Today, those same chil-
dren are confined to mobile screens, 
and neighborhoods have become 
devoid of  communication.

The most beautiful aspect of  Holi 
was that social distinctions blurred 
on that day. Rich and poor, young 
and old, friends and foes—all seemed 
painted in the same hue. Even ene-
mies embraced. “Don't mind, it's 
Holi” wasn't just a sentence, but a 
social consensus that this day should 
be lived with open hearts.

Today, that phrase has become a 
joke. People are more concerned with 
protecting their boundaries than 
with colors. The fear of  something 
untoward happening or a dispute 
arising has taken away the sponta-
neity of  Holi. Earlier, delicacies were 
prepared in every home. The aroma 
of  gujiyas, dahi-vadas, malpuas, and 
thandai would permeate the entire 
neighborhood. Neighbors' daugh-
ters-in-law and daughters were also 
considered members of  their own 
family. Guests were welcomed with 
open arms. Today, celebrations are 
confined to the four walls of  the 

home. A formal "Holi Mubarak" 
or "Happy Holi" has replaced the 
warmth of  relationships.

Growing insecurity and distrust 
in society have also changed family 
behavior. In the past, girls would 
stay late at night with friends and 
relatives during Holi. Amid laughter, 
fun, and music, time would slip by 
without anyone realizing it. Today, 
those same things become a source 
of  worry. Relationships are shrouded 
in suspicion.

Traditions are also slowly disap-
pearing. Once upon a time, natu-
ral dyes were made at home from 
Tesu and Palash flowers. Women 
would mix the colors while sing-
ing folk songs, and children would 
wait eagerly. Little girls would make 
Valudiyas from cow dung and adorn 
them with garlands. These were not 
just rituals, but symbols of  collective 
labor and creativity.

Today, commercially purchased 

chemical dyes have replaced 
those traditions. Convenience has 
increased, but emotional connection 
has diminished. Folk songs are now 
limited to a few cultural events. The 
tunes of  Phaag and Rasiya, which 
once echoed throughout the month 
of  Phalgun, are now rare.

The peace that followed Holi was 
once comforting. The pause that fol-
lowed the splashes of  water and the 
sounds of  laughter brought fulfill-
ment, not fatigue. Today, the cel-
ebrations end within a few hours, 
and society returns to its own closed 
worlds. In recent years, social ten-
sions and divisions have further 
limited celebrations like Holi. Many 
families avoid leaving their homes 
on this day, even though the origi-
nal purpose of  festivals is to unite 
people and lift them away from fear 
and negativity.

Holi isn't just a festival of  colors; 
it's a festival of  forgiveness, a festival 
of  reconciliation. It reminds us that 
being human means not just living 
for ourselves, but also laughing and 
connecting with others.

Today, we need to revisit Holi in 
its original meaning. Away from the 
noise and formalities, devote time 
to relationships. Let children play 
in the neighborhoods, give adults 
opportunities to meet each other, 
and don't let traditions become 
mere memories. Festivals give us 
hope. They break loneliness and 
provide a brief  respite from the 
tedium of  life. If  we reduce them to 
mere rituals, society will become 
even more desolate. The colors of  
Holi will only deepen when there 
is a sense of  belonging in our 
hearts. Otherwise, the colors will 
be washed off  our hands, but the 
dust on relationships will only grow 
thicker.

Perhaps it is time to stop and think—
Can we bring back that Holi again?
Where relationships blossomed before 
colors?

(Dr. Satyawan Saurabh, PhD 
(Political Science), is a poet and social 

thinker.)

Holi was once not 
just a celebra-
tion of  colors, 

but of  relationships. 
As soon as Falgun 
arrived, songs would 
echo through neigh-
borhoods, children 
would play with colors 
in groups, and adults 
would embrace gener-
ously. Today, that same 
Holi has been reduced 
to formal messages and 
limited boundaries. 
Technology and chang-
ing social conditions 
have increased conve-
nience, but a sense of  
belonging has been left 
behind. Traditions, folk 
songs, and collective joy 
are gradually becoming 
part of  memories.
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HPV Vaccination Campaign 
kick-starts across J&K
Around 850 Eligible Girls Vaccinated On 1St Day Of Campaign

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: In a landmark step 
towards safeguarding the 
health of  adolescent girls and 
preventing cervical cancer, the 
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) 
Vaccination Campaign was offi-
cially kick started in Jammu 
and Kashmir from Government 
Hospital Gandhi Nagar Satur-
day.

The campaign was started 
in J&K after the nationwide 
launch of  the campaign by 
Prime Minister, Shri Naren-
dra Modi today from Ajmer, in 
which all States and Union Ter-
ritories participated virtually.

Minister for Health & Medi-
cal Education, Sakeena Itoo, 
joined the nationwide launch 

of  the campaign virtually from 
District Hospital Kulgam.

MLA Bahu, Vikram Rand-
hawa; Commissioner Secretary 
Health & Medical Education, M. 
Raju; MD NHM, Akriti Sagar; 
Director Family Welfare MCH 
& Immunization, Dr. Poonam 
Sethi; Director Health Servic-
es Jammu, Dr. Abdul Hamid 
Zargar and other senior offi-
cers of  the health department 
participated in the launch from 
Government Hospital Gandhi 
Nagar, Jammu.

The participants described 
the day as historic milestone in 
public health. The nationwide 
launch of  the HPV Vaccination 
programme under the leader-
ship of  Prime Minister reflects 
the Government’s unwaver-

ing commitment to protecting 
adolescent girls from cervical 
cancer and ensuring a healthi-
er future for the nation.

The initiative aims to vacci-
nate eligible adolescent girls 14 
to 15 years of  age in campaign 
mode across J&K, marking a 
significant stride toward elimi-
nating cervical cancer as a 
public health concern. Family 
Welfare MCH & Immunization 
department has made compre-
hensive arrangements for vac-
cine supply, cold chain manage-
ment, training of  vaccinators, 
and public awareness to ensure 
smooth implementation of  the 
programme.

Notably, on the very first day 
of  the campaign, around 850 eli-
gible girls (14–15 years) were 

successfully vaccinated across 
the Union Territory, reflecting 
the strong response and coordi-
nated efforts of  the health and 
inter-sectoral departmental 
teams.

The department reaffirms 
its commitment to ensuring 
maximum coverage during the 
campaign period and urged 
parents, guardians, education-
al institutions, and community 
leaders to actively support and 
encourage eligible beneficia-
ries to avail the vaccine.

The initiative marks the 
beginning of  a focused and 
determined effort to protect the 
future of  young girls in Jammu 
& Kashmir and contribute mean-
ingfully to the national goal of  
cervical cancer elimination.

‘Israel-Iran Strikes’

Safety concerns, evacuation appeals 
intensify among Indian students in Iran

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: As tensions erupt in the 
Middle East, Indian students in Iran 
said they are facing an unprecedented 
situation following renewed military 
strikes by Israel on Iranian cities, 
including Tehran and Urmieh.

The Indians caught in the escalat-
ing tension recalled hearing explo-
sions, seeing rising smoke and emer-
gency measures in the capital, which 
have heightened fear and uncertainty 
among foreign nationals, especially 
Indian students pursuing medical 
and professional courses.

In a video message shared by 
Mehak Hussain, an MBBS student 
from Zadibal, Srinagar, described 
the tense situation.

“The embassy advised us to 
leave immediately, but our univer-
sity did not allow us. There is panic 
everywhere. We request the Indian 
government to take urgent steps for 
evacuation,” she said.

Mehak added, “We urgently 
request the Indian government 
and the embassy to take immediate 
action to evacuate all Indian stu-
dents and citizens before the situ-
ation worsens.”

Pertinently, when tensions 
erupted between Iran and Israel 
in June 2025, India had launched 
‘Operation Sindhu’ to evacuate its 
citizens from conflict-affected areas, 
bringing back thousands of  Indian 
nationals, many of  them students, 
safely to India.

As fresh tensions emerged, the All 
India Medical Students Association 
(AIMSA) raised alarm over the esca-
lating violence in Tehran, stressing 
the need for immediate evacuation 
and protection of  Indian nationals.

“We urge External Affairs 
Minister Dr S. Jaishankar to take 
proactive measures to safeguard 
all Indian citizens in the region, 
ensure timely communication with 
students and families, and issue 

clear advisories,” said Dr Moham-
mad Momin Khan, AIMSA National 
Representative and President J&K.

AIMSA further reaffirmed its 
commitment to the welfare of  Indian 
students abroad and stressed that a 
swift and transparent government 
response is critical to protect students 
and reassure anxious families.

Meanwhile, the Jammu and Kash-
mir Students Association (JKSA) also 
wrote to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi seeking urgent intervention 
to ensure the safety, academic pro-
tection and possible evacuation of  
Indian students in Iran.

“The rapidly evolving secu-
rity environment has created fear, 
uncertainty and grave risks for 
thousands of  Indian students, many 
from Kashmir, pursuing MBBS and 
allied courses. Coordinated diplo-
matic engagement and structured 
contingency planning are now 
imperative,” said Nasir Khuehami, 
National Convenor of  JKSA.
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LG Congratulates J&K
embrace it with honor.
I'm grateful for UT's sporting revolution 

ignited under Hon'ble PM Shri Naren-
dra Modi Ji's leadership post 2019. To all 
youth: let this blaze ignite your horizon: 
train relentlessly & fiercely. Build on this 
win to pioneer eras of  dominance -J&K's 
unstoppable future starts with you.”

Jay Shah, Others
marking a defining chapter in J&K’s 

sporting journey.
ICC Chairperson JayShah wrote on X: 

“Congratulations to the Jammu & Kash-
mir team in India for scripting a remark-
able story of  grit and perseverance. While 
the players are fully deserving of  the adu-
lation they receive, one must also remem-
ber the contribution of  the coaching staff, 
management and administrators from 
J&K who have toiled behind the scenes to 
fashion this landmark achievement. I am 
sure that this win will ignite belief  in the 
hearts of  the current generation from the 
region and drive the next one to pick up 
a bat or ball. Our sport is rich with such 
stories of  inspiration from around the 
world and I hope this one also receives 
its fair share of  admiration.”

"Heartiest Congratulations  to J&K  
Cricket Team for winning its maiden 
Ranji Trophy at Hubli today...it is a 
classic instance of  how well the game 
of  cricket is spread across India despite 
challenging conditions. Relentless efforts 
of  BCCI & its former Secretary & pres-
ent ICC Chair Mr @JayShah 's vision 
laid the roadmap, through a 3- members 
Sub- Committee  in place since June,'21 
till date to manage cricket activities, has 
has made the glorious success possible... 
Indian Cricket continues to flourish!" 
Devajit LON Saikia secretary BCCI said 
in a post on 'X'.

Legendary cricketer Sachin Tendulkar 
described the journey as “beautiful,” 
highlighting the team’s consistency and 
resilience, and singling out Auqib Nabi’s 
standout performance.

"The Kashmir willows have been a part 
of  many champions' kits. To see Jammu & 
Kashmir's journey from being an enabler 
of  champions, to becoming champions 
themselves, is beautiful.

The season was built on consistency, 
resilience, and season-long excellence. 
Auqib Nabi's impact with the ball stood 
out in a demanding campaign. A historic 
moment for the team, coaches, and sup-
port staff. Journeys like these define the 
beauty of  domestic cricket," said Ten-
dulkar on 'X'

Union Minister Jitendra Singh and sev-
eral other leaders also extended their 
congratulations, calling the victory a 
proud moment for the entire nation. "You 
made it boys! You've made history!

Heartiest congratulations to the #Jam-
muAndKashmir cricket team for this 
remarkable Ranji Trophy victory. You 
have not only made everyone proud but 
also vindicated the trust reposed in you 
by your selectors and vindicated also the 
departure from the past considerations 
that determined the earlier selections," 
he said in a post on 'X'.

Jammu and Kashmir Police in its con-
gratulatory message said,

“J&K cricket team has made everyone 
proud.”

The Awami Itihaad Party (AIP), 
through its Chief  Spokesperson Inam Un 
Nabi, termed the achievement a “defin-
ing moment” for J&K’s youth. The party 
noted that the victory reflects the resil-
ience and talent of  young cricketers and 
called for further investment in sports 
infrastructure and grassroots develop-
ment.

The Kashmir Chamber of  Commerce 
and Industry (KCC&I) also hailed the tri-
umph as a moment of  immense pride. The 
Chamber stressed that the success dem-
onstrates the importance of  merit-based 
selection and professional governance 
in sports.

KCC&I urged authorities to upgrade key 
sporting venues such as Sher-i-Kashmir 

Stadium, Polo Ground, Bakshi Stadium, 
and other district-level facilities, empha-
sizing the need for world-class infrastruc-
ture to nurture emerging talent.

Former Chief  Minister Mehbooba Mufti 
described the triumph as a “rare moment 
of  joy” and a powerful symbol of  unity, 
noting that the team’s diverse composi-
tion reflects the strength of  collective 
effort.

"Today’s stupendous success of  the 
Jammu & Kashmir in the Ranji Trophy 
has given the people a rare moment of  
joy after a long time. This victory is also 
a powerful reply to those forces that seek 
to divide our society on religious lines.
The triumph was made possible by the 
united effort of  a team made up of  both 
Hindu and Muslim players proving once 
again that unity is our greatest strength. 
Together we rise, together we succeed, 
and today’s win is a reminder to the 
world that the spirit of  J&K can never be 
broken." Mehbooba said in a post on 'X'.

Other political leaders, including Sajad 
Lone and Altaf  Bukhari, also congrat-
ulated the team, calling the victory a 
long-awaited achievement and a source 
of  pride for every citizen of  Jammu & 
Kashmir.

"Jammu and Kashmir finally are the 
champions of  cricket in the country. Con-
gratulations to the team. Congratulations 
to the team management. And congratu-
lations to the people of  Jammu and Kash-
mir. What a long wait it has been." Said 
PC president Sajad Lone on 'X'.

"Heartfelt greetings to Team J&K for 
winning their first-ever Ranji Trophy 
title. This remarkable triumph marks a 
historic milestone not only for the team 
but for the entire people of  the Union 
Territory. This is truly a moment of  cel-
ebration and pride, representing a his-
toric achievement. I congratulate each 
and every member of  the team, as well 
as everyone who played a role in this 
tremendous victory. May this historic 
accomplishment be the beginning of  
many more successes in the years to 
come." Said Altaf  Bukhari, President 
Apni Party on X

Heartiest Congratulations to our 
Jammu & Kashmir team on winning the 
Ranji Trophy Final.Our team has made 
the entire Jammu Kashmir proud with 
their hard work and determination. This 
historic victory belongs to every citizen 
of  J&K. Proud moment for all of  us!" said 
LOP Sunil Sharma in a post on 'X'.

Having made their debut in India’s pre-
mier domestic competition nearly seven 
decades ago, Jammu & Kashmir had come 
close to glory in previous seasons but 
never crossed the final hurdle—until 
now.

This historic win not only places J&K 
firmly on India’s cricketing map but also 
serves as a beacon of  hope and inspira-
tion for thousands of  aspiring sportsper-
sons across the region.

Hakeem Yaseen President of  the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Front (PDF) congratu-
lated the Jammu and Kashmir cricket 
team for scripting history by lifting the 
Ranji Trophy title for the first time in the 
Union Territory’s history.

In a statement issued here, Hakeem 
Yaseen termed the victory as a “land-
mark moment” for Jammu and Kashmir’s 
sporting fraternity and said the triumph 
would inspire generations of  young crick-
eters across the region.

Former J&K Chief  Minister Ghulam 
Nabi Azad in his congratulatory mes-
sage wrote on X: “A triumph of  talent , 
grit and discipline that makes the entire 
nation proud. May this be the first of  
many such achievements.”—(KNO)

J&K Clinch Maiden
support from the other end as J&K 

bowlers dominated proceedings.
Leading the charge was Auqib Nabi 

Dar, who produced a sensational spell 
of  5/54—his seventh five-wicket haul of  
the season—firmly tilting the contest in 
J&K’s favour. Sunil Kumar and Yudh-
vir Singh Charak provided able support, 
ensuring Karnataka never recovered.

With a commanding lead, J&K tight-
ened their grip in the second innings. 
Qamran Iqbal delivered a stellar unbeat-
en 160, while Sahil Lotra capped off  a 
dream match with an unbeaten century 
(101). Their unbroken stand extinguished 
any hopes of  a Karnataka comeback.

Though the match ended in a draw, 
J&K’s overwhelming first-innings lead 
secured them the title, as per tournament 
rules.

The historic occasion was witnessed by 
Chief  Minister Omar Abdullah, who was 
present at the venue and applauded the 
team’s remarkable achievement.

J&K’s path to glory was anything but 
easy. After a modest start, including a 
defeat against Mumbai cricket team, the 
team bounced back with resilience. A 
dominant win over Rajasthan reignited 
their campaign, while consistent perfor-
mances in the league stage ensured quali-
fication to the knockouts.

They outclassed Madhya Pradesh crick-
et team in the quarterfinal and overcame 
a strong Bengal cricket team side in the 
semifinal, showcasing steady growth and 
belief.

A major architect behind this trans-
formation has been coach Ajay Sharma, 
whose experience and guidance reshaped 
the team’s approach to red-ball cricket. 
From an aggressive, inconsistent unit, 
J&K evolved into a disciplined and for-
midable side.

Captain Paras Dogra described the vic-
tory as the biggest moment of  his career, 
crediting team unity and lessons learned 
from last season’s narrow heartbreak. 
“Every run mattered this season, and we 
made sure not to repeat past mistakes,” 
he said.

Player of  the Series Auqib Nabi Dar 
termed the triumph “unbelievable,” high-
lighting years of  struggle and hard work. 
He emphasized the importance of  process 
over results and dedicated the win to the 
people of  J&K.

Player of  the Match Shubham Pundir 
called the achievement “surreal,” stat-
ing that the team’s focus was always on 
batting long and building partnerships 
rather than chasing numbers.

Karnataka captain Devdutt Padikkal 
sportingly acknowledged J&K’s superior-
ity, praising their consistency and admit-
ting his side fell short under pressure.

This historic win is being widely 
regarded as a turning point for cricket 
in Jammu & Kashmir. From underdogs 
to champions, the team’s journey has 
inspired a new generation of  cricketers 
across the region—(KNO)

Historic Triumph
Kashmir team for their first ever 

Ranji Trophy win! This historic triumph 
reflects remarkable grit, discipline and 
passion of  the team. It is a proud moment 
for the people of  Jammu and Kashmir 
and it highlights the growing sporting 
passion and talent there. May this feat 
inspire many young athletes to dream big 
and play more."

Pertinently, J&K scripted history by 
defeating eight-time champions Karna-
taka in a dominant Ranji final.

Peace, Progress,
winning the Ranji Trophy for the first 

time ever, I extend my heartfelt congratu-
lations to every youth of  the region and 
especially to Team J&K that scripted this 
history. It is a moment that fills every 
citizen with immense pride and mirrors 
the reality that the new changes that have 
swept Jammu and Kashmir are the new 
identity of  its youth.

The mantras of  peace, progress, and 
prosperity are the driving force of  the 
New Jammu and Kashmir.”

CM Announces `2 Crore
crore cash reward for the players and 

support staff.
Describing the triumph as a defining 

chapter for J&K cricket, the Chief  Min-
ister said the victory has ignited celebra-
tions across the region and inspired a 
new generation of  young sportspersons.

He further declared that members of  
the title-winning squad would be eligible 
for government appointments under the 
newly notified policy for outstanding ath-
letes.

Facing eight-time champions Karnata-
ka on their home ground, J&K showcased 
grit and composure to secure the trophy 
on the strength of  a commanding 291-run 
first-innings lead. The team tightened its 
grip on the contest by piling up 342/4 in 
the second innings, stretching the overall 
advantage to 633 runs by the end of  the 
fifth and final day at the KSCA Rajnagar 
Stadium in Hubballi.

Opener Qamran Iqbal led from the front 
with an unbeaten 160 — his second cen-
tury in first-class cricket — while Sahil 
Lotra struck a fluent maiden hundred 
(101 not out), ensuring J&K remained 
firmly in control.

With the ball, Auqib Nabi once again 
proved decisive.

The pacer claimed a five-wicket haul for 
the seventh time this season, underlining 
his consistency and impact throughout 
the campaign.

Chief  Minister Omar Abdullah, who 
was present at the stadium to witness the 
historic occasion, met the players after 
the match and congratulated them per-
sonally.

He applauded Qamran Iqbal and Sahil 
Lotra for their remarkable innings and 
commended Auqib Nabi for his match-
winning spells, noting that his disciplined 
bowling was instrumental in steering the 
team to the title.

Advisor to the Chief  Minister Nasir 
Aslam Wani, MLA Zadibal Tanvir Sadiq 
and Members of  JKCA accompanied the 
Chief  Minister.

Jammu and Kashmir made their debut 
in India’s premier domestic competition 
67 years ago. Despite reaching the quar-
terfinals in previous seasons, the elusive 
championship had remained out of  reach 
— until now.
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OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OFFICER POSHAN PROJECT BIJBEHARA 
 
     Merit/Tentative Selection list who have applied for the post of Sanginis (Anganwadi Worker's) of Anganwadi centres advertised vide 
Notice No:03 of 2025 Dated:.27.12.2025   is shown below for wide publicity for general public for objection, if any then objection should be 
submitted to the office of Child Development Project Officer Poshan Project Bijbehara within 10 days from the date of Publishing of the 
below mentioned tentative Merit list  
No: CDPO/Poshan/Bij/2025-26/753-767                                    Dated:    24    .02.2026                                                                                    

S.N
o 
 

Name of 
Candidate 
 

Parentage/Spouse 
Name 
 

Residence  
 

Date of 
Birth 
 

AWC for which 
Provisionally 
Selected/Tenta
tive 
 

Ward 
 

Quali
ficati
on 
 

Max 
Marks as 
per 10th 
class 
 

Marks 
Obtaine
d  
 

%age 
 

Addl.02 
points as 
per HR 
Policy 
 

Total 
Merit 
 

Remarks 
 

1. 
Azmat Ali 

D/o Ali Mohmmad 
Bhat W/o Ajazul 

Haq 
Kandipora 10.03.1995 29 years 09 

Months 05 12th  500 451 90.20 
% 

0 90.2 Tentatively 
Selected  
 

2 Binish 
Farooq 

D/o Farooq Ahmad 
Bhat W/o Prince 
Anan Muzafar 

Kandipora 05.03.1998 26 years 09 
month 05 12th  500 436 87.20 

% 

0 
87.20 

 

3 Maroofa 
Rashid  

D/o Abdul Rashid 
Bhat Kandipora 03.01.2003 21 years 11 

months 05 12th  500 356 71.2 
% 

0 71.2  

4 Shabnum 
Rashid 

D/o Abdul Rashid 
Lone W/o Iqbal 

Illahie Bhat 
Kandipora 16.03.1996 28 years 09 

months 05 12th  500 320 64.0 
% 

0 
64.0 

 

5 
Sumaira 

Jan 

D/o Ghulam 
Mohammad Mir 
W/o Arif Hassan 

Bhat 

Kandipora 04.03.1993 31 years 09 
months 05 12th  500 287 57.40 

% 

0 

57.4 
 

6 Sayma 
Akhter 

 

D/o Abdul Rashid 
Bhat 

 
Kandipora 06.07.1999 

 

25 years 05 
month  
 

05 12th  500 252 
 

50.40
% 
 

0 50.40% 
 

 

1 
 
 
 

Snoby 
Mushtaq 

 

D/o Mushtaq 
Ahmad Bhar 

 

Marhama 
 

11.11.2000 
 

24 years 01 
months 
 

2 
 

12th 
 500 447 

 

89.40
% 
 

0 
89.4 

 

Tentatively 
Selected  
 

 
2 

Roohie 
Ibrahim 

 

D/o Mohd Ibrahim 
Bhat                         

 

Marhama 
 

11.09.2000 
 

24 years 03 
months 
 

2 12th 
 500 385 

 

77.00
% 
 

0 

77 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3 Nesha 
Nazir  

 

D/o Nazir Ahmad 
Bhat  

 

Marhama 
 

02.11.2004 
 

20 years 1 
month  
 

2 12th 
 500 382 

 

76.40
% 
 

0 
76.4 

 

 

4 Aaliya Jan 
 

D/o Ghulam Nabi 
Bhat 

 

Marhama 
 

11.11.2005 
 

19 years 1 
month  
 

2 12th 
 500 309 

 

61.80
% 
 

0 61.8 
 

 

5 Saima 
Akhter 

 

D/o Nazir Ahmad 
Bhat W/o Suhail 

Ahmad Dar 
 

Marhama 
 

10.09.1996 
 

28 years 3 
month  
 

2 12th 
 500 258 

 

51.60
% 
 

0 
51.6 

 

 

6 Bismah 
Jan 

 

D/o Habib ullah 
Bhat 

 

Marhama 
 

15.11.2000 
 

24 years 1 
month  
 

2 12th 
 500 231 

 

46.20
% 
 

0 
46.2 

 

 

01 Simran 
Bashir 

 

D/o Bashir Ahmad 
Sheikh 

 

Dupatyar 
 

25.04.2003 
 

21 years 08 
month 
 

05 12th 
 500 371 

 

74.20
% 
 

0 
74.20 

Tentatively 
Selected  
 

02 Nazima 
Rashid  

 

D/o Ab Rashir 
Shiekh 

 

Dupatyar 
 

05.06.1998 
 

26 years 06 
month 
 

05 12th 
 500 308 

 

61.60
% 
 

0 
61.6 

 

03 
Shugufta 
Manzoor 

 

D/o Manzoor 
Ahmad Bhat  W/o 

Wakeel Ahmad 
Teeli  

 

Dupatyar 
 

15.03.1991 
 

33 years 09 
months 
 

05 12th 
 750 425 

 

56.60
% 
 

0 

56.6 

 

04 Heena 
Sajad 

 

D/o Sajad Ahmad 
Sheikh 

 

Dupatyar 
 

4.10.2005 
 

19 years 02 
month 
 

05 12th 
 500 271 

 

54.20
% 
 

0 
54.20 

 

05 Asifa 
Rasool 

 

D/o Gh Rasool 
Thoker W/o Nawaz 

Ahmad Sheikh 
 

Dupatyar 
 

05.06.1995 
 

29 years 06 
months 
 

05 12th 
 500 259 

 

51.80
% 
 

0 

51.8 

 

 
06  

Mehak 
Bashir 

 

 
D/o Bashir Ahmad 
Khan W/o Suhail 

Ahmad Mir 
 

 
Dupatyar 

 

 
12.02.1999 

 

 
25 years 10 
months 
 

 
05 

 
12th 

 

 
500 

 
248 

 

 
49.60

% 
 

 
0 

 
49.6 

 

07 Nazia 
Akhter 

 

D/o Ghulam Qadir 
Dar  

 

Dupatyar 
 

04.05.1995 
 

29 years 07 
months 
 

05 12th 
 500 233 

 

46.60
% 
 

0 
46.6 
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL HUSBANDRY KASHMIR SRINAGAR
OFFICE OF THE EXTENSION OFFICER PUBLICITY WING

  No; EOPW/Estt/ Dated;            /02/2026
SPRING LIVESTOCK ADVISORIES:
        Spring livestock management focuses on transitioning animals from winter feeding to grazing, shelter sanitation, parasite 
control, nutritional supplementations to prevent metabolic diseases, mastitis, and lung infections due to fluctuating temperatures, 
intermittent rainfall and abundant growth of green. Key actions include providing dry, clean, and sheltered areas to prevent disease, 
gradually introducing to fresh pasture or green fodder to avoid digestive issues, and supplementing with magnesium to prevent grass 
tetany or grass staggers or Magnesium tetany.
KEY SPRING ADVISORIES;
 HEALTH & DISEASE CONTROL
•	 Shed Management: Keep shed clean & dry and well bedded. Provide dry bedding in calving areas to prevent disease, as wet, 

muddy conditions increase the risk of scours (diarrhea) navel ill/joint ill, and pneumonia in calves. Offer shelter from wind 
and cold, damp weather which can still occur in early spring.

•	 Vaccinations/Procedures:- Ensure vaccination of livestock against Foot & Mouth Disease (FMD), Black Quarter (BQ) and  
Hemorrhagic  Septicemia (HS).

•	 Weigh, tag, disbud(dehorn), and castrate calves;
a. Castration :- 8-9 weeks of age (2 months & above)
b. Disbudding (Dehorning) :- 7-10 days of age.
c. Weaning :- 2-3 months of age
2 months ( in case calf is taking calf starter feed)
3 months (on milk only)
•	 Mineral Supplementations: Provide Magnesium to lactating cows on lush green and fast growing pasture to prevent grass 

staggers (Magnesium Tetany), as green grass is high in Potassium and Nitrogen (e.g Magnesium oxide to cows at least 2 
weeks before and during risk period (60g to cattle and 10 g to sheep).

 Nutrition & Feeding:-
•	 Transition Diet:-  Slowly transition livestock from stored hay to fresh green grass to avoid metabolic issues like Bloat, Diarrhea, 

and Acidosis.
•	 Fibre intake:- Avoid excessive green feedings & ensure green fodder given to animals is mixed with larger quantities of dry 

fodder as its excessive consumption can lead to bloat, diarrhea and Acidosis.
 Breeding Management:-
•	 Calving care:_ Monitor for calvings, providing a dry, clean area for the cow-calf pair.
•	 Body Condition:- Monitor the body condition score of females, ensuring they are not weak and in a negative energy balance, 

which can delay cycling.
 Pasture Management;- Avoid grazing on young, lush pasture, wait until grass is atleast 6-8 inches high.
 Poultry;- Maintain a dry, warm environment with proper lighting, and monitor for respiratory.

Issued in Public Interest by Extension & Publicity Wing, Department of Animal Husbandry, Kashmir.

NO: DCP/COLL/2025/501-D5
DT: 23-02-2026 DIPK-11456-25

DT: 28/02/2026

LG inaugurates 2nd Edition 
of 'Sikh Cricket Premier 
League' in Jammu
Says vital sporting events like SCPL must cultivate youth who view sports not as pastime

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: “The new gen-
eration embodies possi-
bility itself. I believe our 
youth are the solution to 
every challenge. Provide 
them apt opportunities, 
robust platforms, and true 
mentorship, and they will 
author history,” the Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha said on Saturday.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor was speaking at the 
inaugural ceremony of  the 
2nd Edition of  'Sikh Cricket 
Premier League (SCPL)' at 
Cricket Ground, University 
of  Jammu.

The Lieutenant Governor 
said that the Sikh Cricket 
Premier League is sculpting 
multifaceted character and 
in future it will instill disci-
pline, leadership, teamwork, 
patience, and self-belief  in 
the young generation.

He said that the com-
mendable initiative of  All 
J&K Sikh Coordination 
Committee and the Hari 
Singh Nalwa Cricket Club, 
Jammu is a declaration that 
the new generation advanc-
es not as spectators, but as 
bearers of  brotherhood and 
social harmony.

To foster inclusivity, All 
J&K Sikh Coordination 
Committee has ensured that 
each team includes youth 
from other communities.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor spoke to players on 
training with ferocious dis-
cipline and competing with 
unbreakable unity, on and 
off  the ground.

He emphasised that the 
true societal wealth and 
strength reside not in bricks 
and mortar, but in fresh 
ideas.

“The energy of our youth 
is like a river. When guided 

with purpose, it becomes a 
source of  life and progress.

I am confident in the jour-
ney of  nation-building, our 
youth will not stop, not bow, 
and they will not tire,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor said that vital sporting 
events like Sikh Cricket Pre-
mier League must cultivate 
youth who view sports not 
as pastime, but as forge for 
life's enduring values.

“When youth align with 
purposeful missions, they 
grasp that grand trans-
formations demand grand 
visions. Entrepreneurship 
and sports harbor that very 
alchemy,” he further said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
highlighted that under the 
leadership of Hon’ble Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi, the sports landscape 
in Jammu & Kashmir has 
undergone a historic trans-

formation over the past few 
years.

Driven by substantial 
financial assistance under 
the Prime Minister’s 
Development Programme 
(PMDP), the Union Terri-
tory has built a world-class 
foundation for sports excel-
lence, he said.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor stated that the Union 
Home Minister, Shri Amit 
Shah, during his recent visit 
to Jammu Kashmir, has 
assured Rs. 200 crore assis-
tance for sports develop-
ment in UT, with support of  
BCCI, FIFA and other sports 
organizations.

S. Ajit Singh, Chairman, 
All J&K Sikh Coordina-
tion Committee; heads of  
various sikh organisations, 
prominent citizens, players, 
coaches and youth in large 
number attended the inau-
gural ceremony.
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‘Hard To Describe, Went Numb For A While,’ 
Reveals Manhas On Winning Ranji Trophy Title

NIHARIKA RAINA

NEW DELHI: Mithun Manhas, 
the BCCI President who had 
served on the Jammu and Kash-
mir Cricket Association (JKCA) 
sub-committee, admitted that he 
simply went numb and found it 
hard to describe the feeling of  
seeing the side win its first-ever 
Ranji Trophy title via a first 
innings lead over Karnataka at 
the KSCA Ground.

On a sunny Saturday after-
noon, the inevitable was con-
firmed when the final ended in 
a draw and Jammu &amp; Kash-
mir were declared as winners 
of  the Ranji Trophy, making it a 
red-letter day in their cricketing 
history. The taste of  victory felt 
very sweet and fulfilling for the 
Paras Dogra-led side after they 
missed out on the semifinals last 
year, after giving a one-run lead to 
Kerala in the quarterfinals.

While players and support 
staff  broke into bhangra when 
dhol beats took centre stage, and 
even carried Manhas on their 
shoulders, the man himself  was 
still trying to process the emo-
tions of  seeing a long-standing 
dream turning into reality.

"Well, it's hard to describe. To 
be honest, I was numb for a while. 
So, I didn't know what to say or 
what to do. So, I just was there for 
some time, and then everything 
-- like the picture got cleared, 
and players running in and this 
is a dream for every cricketer in 
J&amp;K. Back home, I think, 
they will be ecstatic over this feat," 
Manhas told IANS in an exclusive 
conversation from Hubbali.

For much of  its cricketing 

existence, Jammu &amp; Kash-
mir was easy to overlook. A region 
defined in the modern world due 
to its conflicts and mountains, it 
had reached the Ranji quarterfi-
nals just three times since 2010 
-- in 2014, 2020, and last season, 
when the heartbreak of  a one-run 
first-innings defeat to Kerala had 
left many wondering if  they would 
ever have a crack at winning the 
trophy.

But Saturday answered that 
question emphatically, thanks 
to J&amp;K posting 584 in their 
first innings -- their highest score 
of  the season - without Shubham 
Khajuria and Vanshaj Sharma, 
who were ruled out on the eve 
of  the final. Last-minute replace-
ment Qamran Iqbal, along with 
Sahil Lotra and Shubham Pundir, 
chose the biggest stage of  their 
careers to score memorable cen-
turies.

The tireless Auqib Nabi, who 
became Player of  the Tournament 
via 60 scalps, tore through Karna-
taka's celebrated batting line-up 
with 5-54. Captain Dogra, only 
the second man after Mumbai's 
Wasim Jaffer to cross 10,000 Ranji 
Trophy runs, hit a crucial fifty 
and finally got to lift the trophy 
after over two decades of  toil in 
the domestic circuit.

"I think the real game changer 
happened when BCCI took over 
the reins, and a sub-committee 
was formed. I think for anybody 
to do well, it's not possible without 
the support, and we found a leader 
in Jay (Shah) bhai, who supported 
us all throughout all these four 
years, and a lot of  credit goes to 
him for this great set of  things.

“When the sub-committee was 

formed, it was fantastic because I 
belong to Jammu &amp; Kashmir 
and I know what J&amp;K cricket 
is all about when I was appoint-
ed/elected. This was something I 
always wanted to do, and I wanted 
to be part of  it. Then we had a very 
able administrator in Brigadier 
Anil Gupta ji, who had an admin-
istrative experience of  35 years, 
and that set the ball rolling.

“Then the CAC was formed, 
and the selectors were put in 
place. It was the first time the 
selectors got contracts there. Oth-
erwise, before that, nobody was 
answerable. You'd be surprised to 
know that in this day and age, the 
selectors would get nearly 1,50,000 
and 75,000 for junior selectors. So 
everything that they wanted was 
answered because contracts were 
signed, and we started preparing 

in April.
"We went to all the districts, 

and the teams used to go out hunt-
ing for talent, and that's how this 
set the ball rolling. Then there 
were infrastructure problems, 
and there were other issues. But 
so again, gradually we started 
picking up," elaborated Manhas.

What unfolded on the field on 
Saturday was the product of  a 
transformation that had begun 
in 2021 and was driven by people 
like Manhas, who knew J&amp;K 
cricket not as an outsider's project 
but as something deeply personal.

"I think the most important 
thing was to get the right coaches 
in place and get them to sup-
port what they wanted. This is 
the first time I've seen the selec-
tors and coaches get whatever 
they wanted. It wasn't that the 

selectors got something and the 
coaches were on a different page, 
but we all got on one page, and 
everything was well thought out.

“Even the planning that went 
behind this involved all the teams. 
Like, teams from different states 
started coming in, not just for 
the practice purpose. So it was 
the process throughout with all 
the age group teams. We started 
going out playing a lot of  cricket. 
We started practising with the SG 
balls that were used in the nation-
al tournaments.

“Then we managed to give them 
a couple of turf balls, so that they get 
a feel and we got used to playing with 
those balls, and we started playing 
well. That was the best thing because 
the bowlers knew how to operate the 
ball, and they became comfortable, 
and so there wasn't a moment when 

we were not planning or thinking 
about winning the Ranji trophy and 
how to get to the next level,” added 
Manhas.

There were naysayers aplenty, 
but Manhas stated that fighting 
every day was worth it to see the 
tagline of  ‘Jammu and Kashmir – 
Ranji Trophy Champions’ become 
a reality. "We faced a lot of  flak 
for not picking up any eight each 
from Jammu and Kashmir. But 
that's the challenge we took on. 
There was a lot of  propaganda 
against us as a sub-committee.

“But thanks to Jay bhai for 
this, as we were in constant touch 
with him. The way he supported 
us from the vision he had for 
J&amp;K, I think it all paid off. I 
think he'll be a happy man today, 
even though he's ICC chair. But 
he just called me, and he was con-
gratulating me.

“We all went from BCCI to the 
groundsmen in J&amp;K, and we 
even sat with the ground people. 
You'd be surprised to know that there 
are no permanent groundsmen. The 
people who work at the ground level 
are not even permanent. So there 
were problems everywhere. But 
things turned slowly, and the process 
started working.

“It was like every day was a 
fight, and I'm sure every player in 
the team has this feeling too, start-
ing from the U15 team to the men's 
team winning the Ranji Trophy. I 
feel very happy and a bit emotion-
al as well, as it took a lot of  effort 
to be here. Hopefully, we will see 
a lot more from J&amp;K."

Jammu and Kashmir is now 
the 19th different team to win 
the Ranji Trophy, which speaks 
volumes about the game's map 

expanding in the country. Satur-
day just redrew it more dramati-
cally than previous instances. 
Plans to expand cricket facilities 
in Jammu and Kashmir, along 
with the prospect of  hosting inter-
national matches in Jammu and 
Srinagar, will be a development 
to keep a close eye on.

But the bigger impact of  this 
seismic win in Indian cricket will 
be felt when young boys and girls 
take up the sport in large num-
bers and view the victorious Ranji 
Trophy team as their role models.

For now, Manhas, who has 
watched this team grow over the last 
five years, winning the Ranji Trophy 
is only the beginning of what he 
believes J&amp;K can offer to Indian 
cricket for a long time to come.

"I think the first ones are 
always special, and history has 
been created. It has happened 
after a span of  67 years. It took 
a long time to come. But I'm sure 
there'll be many more occasions, 
not just in the Ranji Trophy, but 
also where they'll get the titles in 
other formats.

“I think with the support of  all 
the people back home, with every-
body glued to their TV sets today, 
they have become the role models. 
You'll see a lot more kids taking 
up the game because of  them. I'm 
sure it's not just about playing for 
the country. They have to think 
big, and that's what I feel.

“It's about winning games for 
the country, becoming an ath-
lete, scoring 10,000 runs, taking 
those 500 wickets. They're going 
to admire it. It's just the start, 
and I'm sure there's a lot more 
J&amp;K can offer to Indian 
cricket," he added. (IANS)

     From Enablers To Champions

Tendulkar Leads Tributes To 

J&K After Ranji Trophy Win

Deputy CM Greets Team 
J&K On Historic Ranji 
Trophy Championship Win
Says Remarkable Achievement Is 
A Matter Of Great Pride For All

Satish Sharma Felicitates J&K Team 
On Maiden Ranji Trophy Triumph

     Ranji Trophy Triumph

Massive Achievement, Youngsters Will 
Take The Game Seriously: BCCI Secy

IANS

NEW DELHI:  Legendary former 
India cricketer Sachin Tendulkar 
on Friday hailed Jammu &amp; 
Kashmir’s historic triumph in the 
Ranji Trophy 2025-26, calling their 
journey “beautiful” and a shining 
example of  consistency and resil-
ience in domestic cricket.

Congratulating the side after their 
maiden title win over eight-time cham-
pions Karnataka, Tendulkar reflected 
on the symbolic and emotional sig-
nificance of the achievement for the 
region, which has long contributed 
to Indian cricket through its famed 
willow bats.

“The Kashmir willows have been 
a part of  many champions’ kits. 
To see Jammu &amp; Kashmir’s 
journey from being an enabler of  
champions to becoming champions 
themselves is beautiful,” Tendulkar 
wrote on X, formerly Twitter.

J&amp;K scripted history by 
clinching their first-ever Ranji 
Trophy title after securing a mas-
sive first-innings lead and drawing 
the final against Karnataka in Hub-
balli. The visitors piled up a com-
manding 584 in their first innings, 
powered by Shubham Pundir’s 
century and strong contributions 
across the order. Their bowlers, led 
by the tournament’s leading wicket-
taker Auqib Nabi Dar’s five-wicket 
haul, then dismissed Karnataka for 
293 to gain a decisive advantage.

J&amp;K further tightened 
their grip in the second innings, 
with Qamran Iqbal’s superb 160 
and Sahil Lotra’s maiden first-
class hundred taking them to 
342/4 before skipper Paras Dogra 
declared. With the lead far beyond 
Karnataka’s reach and time run-
ning out, the match ended in a draw, 
handing Jammu &amp; Kashmir a 
famous victory based on their domi-

nant first-innings performance.
Tendulkar emphasised that 

the triumph was no accident but 
the result of  sustained excellence 
throughout the season. “The season 
was built on consistency, resilience, 
and season-long excellence. Auqib 
Nabi’s impact with the ball stood 
out in a demanding campaign,” he 
said.

Auqib was instrumental in 
J&amp;K’s victorious run, pro-
ducing crucial spells throughout 
the tournament and delivering 
match-defining performances in 
key moments, including the final.

Tendulkar also underlined the 
broader significance of  the achieve-
ment, noting its inspirational value 
for the domestic circuit and future 
generations of  cricketers, as he 
stated, “A historic moment for the 
team, coaches, and support staff. 
Journeys like these define the beauty 
of  domestic cricket.”

GMK SPORTS DESK

JAMMU: The Deputy Chief  
Minister, Surinder Choud-
hary, Saturday extended 
warm greetings to Team 
Jammu and Kashmir on 
their historic triumph in the 
2025–26 Ranji Trophy Cham-
pionship, defeating Karna-
taka cricket team in the final 
at Hubballi.

Terming the victory a 
remarkable achievement, the 
Deputy Chief  Minister said 
it is a moment of  immense 
pride not only for the players 
of  the Jammu and Kashmir 
team but also for their fami-
lies and the entire people of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

He said that the presti-
gious title has been clinched 
through sheer hard work, 

discipline, and dedication 
displayed by the players, team 
management, coaching staff, 
and all those associated with 
the team’s success.

"It is great honour for all 
of  us to win this champi-
onship, that too against an 
eight- time champion, Kar-
nataka," he said.

The Deputy Chief  Min-
ister reiterated that the 
Government of  Jammu and 
Kashmir remains committed 
to creating adequate sports 
infrastructure and provid-
ing necessary platforms to 
the youth to excel in their 
chosen fields. He expressed 
hope that this historic win 
would inspire more young 
talent from J&K to pursue 
sports and bring further lau-
rels to Jammu and Kashmir.

GMK SPORTS DESK

JAMMU:  Minister for FCS&CA, 
IT, Transport, Youth Services and 
Sports and Science and Technol-
ogy, Satish Sharma, Saturday 
extended warm congratulations to 
the Jammu and Kashmir cricket 
team for achieving the rare and 
remarkable victory as champions 
of  the prestigious Ranji Trophy.

In his felicitation message, 
Satish Sharma hailed the vic-
tory as a landmark moment in 
J&K's sports history, crediting 
the team's unyielding spirit, 
skill and perseverance. "This 
triumph showcases their unwav-
ering dedication and pursuit of  
excellence," he said.

The Minister lauded the entire 
team, coaching staff  and support 
personnel for their outstanding 
commitment and teamwork, 
noting that their collective efforts 
have brought immense pride 
and joy to the people of  Jammu 
and Kashmir. He remarked that 
winning the Ranji Trophy, one 
of  India’s most prestigious and 

competitive domestic cricket 
tournaments, is a monumental 
accomplishment that will be 
remembered for generations.

Highlighting the broader sig-
nificance of  the achievement, the 
Minister said the triumph marks 
a major milestone in the devel-
opment of  sports in Jammu and 
Kashmir and underscores the 
immense talent and potential that 
exists among the region’s youth. 
He expressed confidence that this 
historic success will inspire a new 
generation of  aspiring cricket-
ers and sportspersons to pursue 
excellence with renewed passion 
and dedication.

The Minister further reaf-
firmed the government’s con-
tinued commitment towards 
strengthening sports infra-
structure, expanding training 
opportunities and promoting 
grassroots development across 
the Union Territory to ensure 
that young athletes receive the 
support and encouragement 
they need to excel at national 
and international level.

IANS

KARNATAKA: BCCI secre-
tary Devajit Saikia described 
Jammu and Kashmir’s maiden 
Ranji Trophy triumph as a 
'watershed moment' for Indian 
cricket, saying the historic title 
would inspire a new generation 
of  cricketers from the region 
and validate years of  sustained 
effort by administrators and the 
Board of  Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI).

Jammu and Kashmir 
scripted history by defeating 
Karnataka in their own back-
yard, securing the title on 
the basis of  a massive first-
innings lead after the final 
ended in a draw at the Hub-
balli Cricket Ground.

The visitors had piled up 
584 in their first innings, pow-
ered by Shubham Pundir’s 
century and crucial contribu-
tions from the middle order, 
before bowling Karnataka out 
for 293, with Auqib Nabi Dar 
starring with a five-wicket 
haul. In the second innings, 
centuries from Qamran Iqbal 
and Sahil Lotra ensured there 
was no way back for the eight-
time champions, sealing a 
landmark victory for Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Calling it a defining 
moment, Saikia said the tri-
umph would transform crick-

et in the region.
“This has been a very sig-

nificant moment for Indian 
cricket. Jammu and Kash-
mir defeated Karnataka, 
which has the second-highest 
number of  Ranji Trophy titles, 
and they did so in Karnataka 
itself. This will encourage 
smaller teams, and in my 
opinion, it has become a truly 
momentous and historic occa-
sion for J&amp;K cricket. It 
will greatly motivate cricket-
ers from Jammu and Kashmir, 
and more youngsters will start 
taking the game seriously. It 
is a massive achievement for 
J&amp;K, and credit must 
also go to the BCCI,” Saikia 
told IANS.

He highlighted the admin-
istrative efforts that laid the 
foundation for the team’s rise, 
particularly the intervention 
led by former BCCI secretary 
and current ICC Chairman 
Jay Shah.

“For the past six years, 
a BCCI sub-committee has 
been managing cricket in 
Jammu and Kashmir. When 
Jay Shah was the secretary of  
the BCCI, a High Court order 
directed the BCCI to take 
charge of  cricket administra-
tion in J&amp;K. The court 
instructed the BCCI to form a 
committee and develop cricket 
in the region. Jay Shah, Briga-

dier Anil Gupta, and another 
member worked extensively 
through this sub-committee, 
and today’s success is the 
result of  their efforts. Jammu 
and Kashmir, which was never 
considered a strong team, has 
now won the Ranji Trophy.”

Saikia also acknowledged 
the structural and environ-
mental challenges that had 
historically hindered cricket 
in the region, crediting admin-
istrators such as Mithun 
Manhas and the BCCI for 
ensuring continuity and devel-
opment.

“The most challenging 
aspect was that there was no 
proper cricketing environ-
ment in J&amp;K. I won’t 
reveal all the reasons, but 
there was a shortage of  infra-
structure, and the weather 
conditions were also difficult. 
During winters, when the 
rest of  India plays cricket, 
J&amp;K faces harsh weath-
er, making cricket difficult. 
Despite these challenges, 
Mithun ji and the sub-commit-

tee worked tirelessly, and Jay 
Shah also arranged for players 
to train in alternate locations 
so they could continue prac-
tising regularly. Overcoming 
infrastructural and weather-
related challenges required 
immense effort from the BCCI 
and the sub-committee.”

He added that rebuilding 
cricketing structures after dis-
ruptions required sustained 
commitment from all stake-
holders.

“When cricketing activi-
ties come to a halt, restarting 
them takes a lot of  time and 
effort, but this challenge was 
handled smoothly and effec-
tively. Jammu and Kashmir 
delivered an outstanding 
performance. The coaches 
and the entire support staff  
worked extremely hard, and 
everyone was deeply dedicat-
ed. The cricketers who took 
the game seriously committed 
themselves wholeheartedly, 
which ultimately helped the 
team reach this historic mile-
stone,” Saikia said.

Jammu and Kashmir’s 
title run, marked by consis-
tency, resilience, and stand-
out individual performances, 
represents one of  the most 
remarkable underdog stories 
in Indian domestic cricket his-
tory and signals a new era for 
the region’s cricketing future.


