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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

17th 
Year Of  Publication

Education is the most powerful instrument of change ever 
placed in human hands. It redirects the course of a life. It 
reshapes the destiny of families. And when the youth embrace 
it fully, it rewrites the future of a nation from the ground up.

SED Keeps TET 
Order In Abeyance

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: School Edu-
cation Department on 
Thursday kept its order of  
Teachers Eligibility Test 
(TET) in abeyance till fur-
ther orders.

SED Secretary in an 
order said, “The Govern-
ment order regarding the 
designation of  JKBOSE/
State School Standards 
Authority (SSSA) as nodal 
agency for conducting TET 
is hereby kept in abeyance, 
till further orders.”

Earlier, in the previous 
order the department has 
said that in exercise of  the 
powers vested in the Gov-
ernment and in compli-
ance with the directions 
of  the Supreme Court 
of  India, JKBOSE, State 
School Standards Author-
ity (SSSA) is designated as 
Nodal Agency for conduct-
ing TET for the Union Ter-
ritory of  Jammu & Kash-
mir, with immediate effect.

“The JKBOSE, SSSA 
shall take immediate nec-
essary steps for opera-
tionalization of  the TET 
examination framework 
in accordance with the 
Action Plan formulated 
in the meeting held in 
October-2025,” reads the 
previous order. P-06

Ideas In Classroom 
Must Impact World: LG 
Addresses 21St Convocation Of University Of Kashmir

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Thursday addressed the 21st 
Convocation of  University of  
Kashmir. The convocation cer-
emony was graced by Hon'ble 
Vice President of  India, Shri 
C.P. Radhakrishnan.

The Lieutenant Governor 
extended his best wishes to 
all graduating students for a 
prosperous future. He exhort-
ed them to set a clear path for 
their future - ‘One purpose. 
One priority- Country first’.

“Always remember when 
you build the country, the coun-
try builds you back. Nations 
don't rise only from resources. 
They rise from educated people 
and when the nation rises, so do 
you,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
said that the convocation at 
the University of  Kashmir is 

a vivid proof  of  generational 
metamorphosis, fulfilled 
aspirations, and youth's 
unwavering faith embodied 
in modern education.

“The knowledge earned in 
University of  Kashmir isn't 
merely skills but it is holistic 
personality growth. Educa-
tion builds self-confidence, 
equips for meaningful lives 
and it molds responsible cit-
izens, linking personal suc-
cess to collective good.

Education is the most pow-
erful instrument of  change 
ever placed in human hands. 
It redirects the course of  a 
life. It reshapes the destiny of  
families. And when the youth 
embrace it fully, it rewrites 
the future of  a nation from 
the ground up,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
emphasised that the ideas in 
the classroom must impact 
the world.  He called P-06

“Yah Hum Sabka Kashmir Hai”: Vice-
President At Kashmir University Convocation
 Urges Youth To Embrace Innovation, Adapt To Changing World

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Vice-President 
of  India, C. P. Radhakrishnan, 
Thursday addressed the 21st 
Convocation Ceremony of  the 
University of  Kashmir as chief  
guest, marking his first-ever 
visit to the Union Territory of  
Jammu & Kashmir as the Vice-
President of  India.

Congratulating the gradu-
ating students, the Vice-Pres-
ident observed that while uni-
versities may be known for 
infrastructure and academic 
excellence, their true legacy is 
reflected in the character and 
contributions of  their gradu-
ates. He lauded the University 
of  Kashmir, established in 
1948, for its proud legacy and 
expanding academic footprint. 
He commended the Univer-
sity’s NAAC A++ Grade, 34th 
rank in the NIRF University 
category, over 7,700 research 
publications since 2019 and pio-

neering initiatives such as the 
National Himalayan Ice-Core 
Laboratory, which underline 
its growing global presence .

T h e  Vi c e - P r e s i d e n t 

expressed special happiness 
over three significant aspects 
of  the convocation: that the 
Minister for Higher Educa-
tion is a woman, the Vice-

Chancellor of  the University is 
a woman, and that a majority 
of  gold medal recipients were 
women. He described this as a 
powerful reflection of  women’s 
empowerment and progress in 
Jammu & Kashmir.

Addressing the students, he 
noted that they are graduating 
in a rapidly changing world and 
reminded them that “change is 
the only constant.” He urged 
them to continuously adapt, 
equip themselves with new 
skills, and embrace innova-
tion. Emphasising that India 
is emerging as an innovator of  
technology, he encouraged the 
youth to pursue Swadeshi inno-
vations aligned with national 
priorities and contribute to the 
vision of  Viksit Bharat@2047 .

Highlighting development 
initiatives under leadership of  
Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi in the region, including 
the expansion of  Srinagar 
International Airport P-06

VP Enjoys Shikara 
Ride On Dal Lake 
In Srinagar

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Vice Presi-
dent C P Radhakrishnan on 
Thursday enjoyed a shikara 

ride on the iconic Dal Lake, 
describing the experience as a 
glimpse of Srinagar's timeless 
charm and natural beauty.

Radhakrishnan arrived 
here on Wednesday evening 
on his maiden visit to the 
Kashmir valley. He is sched-
uled to attend the Kashmir 
University's 21st P-06

J&K Emerging As 
An Innovation Hub: 
CM Omar 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah, who is 
also the pro-chancellor of  

the University of  Kashmir, 
Thursday said that for a 
long time, Jammu & Kash-
mir’s economy was viewed 
through a narrow lens, but 
the J&K of  2026 is emerging 
as a hub for Innovation and 
Participatory Governance.

He was addressing the 21st 
Convocation ceremony P-06

Above-Normal Feb Temperatures 
Trigger Early Bloom In Kashmir

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Day tempera-
tures continued to hover 
above normal across Jammu 
and Kashmir on Thursday, 
with several places in Kash-
mir recording departures of  
6 to 9 degrees Celsius above 
the seasonal average.

According to the data 
accessed, Srinagar recorded 
a maximum of  20.2 degrees 
Celsius, 8.2 degrees above 
normal, while Qazigund set-
tled at 20.4 degrees, 9.4 notch-
es above normal. Kupwara 
registered 20.3 degrees (8.9 
above normal) and Koker-
nag 18.9 degrees (9.1 above 
normal). Pahalgam record-

ed 14.6 degrees, 6.1 above 
normal, and Gulmarg 10.6 
degrees, 8.2 above normal.

In the Jammu region, 
Jammu city recorded a maxi-
mum of  27.0 degrees Celsius, 
3.9 degrees above normal. 
Katra settled at 25.2 degrees 
(4.3 above normal), while 
Banihal and Batote recorded 
over 20 degrees each, nearly 
7 degrees above normal. 
Bhaderwah registered 18.9 
degrees, 4.5 above normal.

Ladakh also witnessed 
relatively mild conditions, 
with Leh at 7.4 degrees Cel-
sius, Kargil at 9.3 degrees and 
Nubra Valley at 10.9 degrees.

The continued spell of  
warmer days, P-06

Terror Graph Declining In J&K, Launch 

Pads Under Watch: Lt Gen Katiyar
Says Pak Army Still Supporting Infiltration; Op Sindoor Taught Them A Harsh Lesson

YOGESH

PATHANKOT: Noting a sus-
tained decline in terrorism indi-
cators in Jammu and Kashmir, 
General Officer Commanding-in-
Chief  of  the Western Command, 
Lt Gen Manoj Kumar Katiyar, 
on Thursday said the security 
situation in the Union Territory 
has “become very normal,” even 
as the Army remains vigilant 
against cross-border attempts to 
disturb peace.

Addressing a press conference 
on the sidelines of  the Investi-
ture Ceremony at Mamun Mili-
tary Station here, Lt Gen Katiyar, 
said, “All terrorism parameters 
in Jammu and Kashmir have 
consistently declined. The situa-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir has 
become very normal.”

“However, Pakistan keeps on 
hatching conspiracies to send 

a few terrorists to disturb the 
atmosphere. Our Army and all 
departments of  the civil adminis-
tration are fully prepared to deal 
with it,” he said.

Responding to queries about 
encounters in the Kathua-Kisht-
war belt, he said the Army acts 

promptly on intelligence inputs. 
“Wherever we receive informa-
tion, we take immediate and 
prompt action. This year, in sev-
eral successful operations, we 
neutralised terrorists who had 
come to create disturbances in 
our country.”

On the reported revival of  
terror launch pads and camps 
across the border following 
Operation Sindoor, the Army 
Commander said the develop-
ments are under constant sur-
veillance.

“We have kept them under 
watch. We are fully aware of  
what actions are taking place 
there. If  they are trying to 
regenerate or reassemble their 
terrorist bases, we have that 
information. We will formulate 
our plans accordingly,” he said, 
adding that operational details 
could not be shared P-06

Mughal Road To Reopen 

For Vehicular Traffic Today

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SHOPIAN: Authorities have 
ordered reopening of  historic 
Mughal Road for vehicular 
movement from Friday (Feb-
ruary 27), following the suc-
cessful clearance of  heavy 
snow accumulation along the 
high-altitude stretch.

The decision has sparked 
widespread relief  and happi-
ness among residents of  Shop-
ian and the Pir Panchal region, 
who remain cut off  from each 
other for months during the 
harsh winter season.

According to official 
orders issued by the district 
administrations of  Shopian 
and Poonch, accessed, Light 
Motor Vehicles (LMVs) will be 
permitted to ply on the road 
between Bufliaz and Peer Ki 
Gali from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM, 
subject to favourable weather 
conditions and absence of  any 
unforeseen disruptions.

The reopening follows 
recommendations from the 
Officer Commanding, 79 RCC 

(GREF), after snow clearance 
operations were completed 
on the crucial Bufliaz–Peer 
Ki Gali stretch, one of  the 
most avalanche-prone seg-
ments of  the route.

Officials said the movement 
will initially remain regulat-
ed and restricted to daytime 

hours to ensure commuter 
safety. Authorities said that 
traffic will only be allowed 
under suitable weather con-
ditions, and travellers must 
strictly adhere to advisories 
issued by the Traffic Police.

To ensure smooth and safe 
passage, the 79 RCC (GREF) 
has been directed to main-
tain adequate P-06

“LIFELINE” that 
reconnects families, 
facilitates trade, 

and reduces travel time 
between the Kashmir Valley 
and the Jammu region. 

Earlier Stone-Pelters Used To Make 

Headlines, Now It’s Sports: Mandaviya
WARIS FAYAZ

GULMARG:  Asserting that 
earlier stone pelters used 
to make headlines, now it’s 
sports Union Minister for 
Youth Affairs and Sports Man-
sukh Mandaviya on Thursday 
said Jammu and Kashmir is 
witnessing a shift in public 
narrative.

While addressing the vale-
dictory ceremony of  the Gul-
marg leg of  the Khelo India 
Winter Games-2026, Manda-
viya, said, “The region (J&K), 
once associated with unrest, 
is now gaining recognition for 
sporting events and youth par-
ticipation. Newspapers that 
earlier focused on security 
challenges are now highlight-
ing sports and development.”

The Minister linked the 
change to developments after 

the revocation of  Article 370, 
saying new opportunities 
and public confidence have 
emerged in Jammu and Kash-
mir. “After the abrogation of  
Article 370, there is newfound 
belief  in J&K. Earlier stone-
pelters used to make head-
lines now it is sports. Times 
are a changing in J&K and will 

have a massive role to meet 
PM Modi’s dream of  a Viksit 
Bharat by 2027,” he added.

He said the region is con-
tributing to a developed India 
through sports, tourism and 
youth engagement.

Calling Gulmarg one of  
the world’s finest winter des-
tinations, Mandaviya said its 

geographical advantage and 
sporting potential make it 
ideal for winter sports.

He expressed confidence 
that Gulmarg will develop into 
a world-class winter sports 
centre with improved infra-
structure and regular events.

He said sports promote 
unity, discipline and construc-
tive engagement for youth, 
adding that interactions with 
local athletes reflected grow-
ing enthusiasm and profes-
sionalism.

Mandaviya said the Khelo 
India Winter Games are help-
ing build a winter sports eco-
system while strengthening 
Jammu and Kashmir’s tour-
ism profile nationally and 
internationally.

He announced that future 
editions of  the Winter Games 
will be extended P-06

Sadaqat-ul-Fitr 
Fixed At Rs 80 In 
J&K: Grand Mufti

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: The Grand 
Mufti of  Jammu and Kash-
mir, Mufti Nasir-ul-Islam, on 
Thursday announced that 
Sadaqat-ul-Fitr for 2026 has 
been fixed at Rs 80 per person, 
urging Muslims to fulfil the 
obligation before Eid-ul-Fitr 
prayers.

He said Zakat-ul-Fitr is 
compulsory for every Muslim, 
including men, women and 
infants. Parents must pay 
on behalf  of  minor children, 
while adult children are 
responsible for themselves. A 
husband, he clarified, cannot 
pay on behalf  of  his wife with-
out her consent.

The Mufti explained that 
the amount is based on the 
value of  half  a Sa’ of  wheat, 
calculated at Rs 77 and round-
ed off  to Rs 80 as a precaution.

Wealthier individuals may 
give Sadaqat-ul-Fitr in wheat, 
cash, dates, raisins or other 
approved food items P-06

Jaishankar Urges UN 

Bodies To Advocate Zero-

Tolerance For Terrorist Acts
AGENCIES

GENEVA: India remains firm 
and uncompromising in its 
opposition to terrorism in all 
its forms, External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar said, 
asserting there can be no 
justification, especially when 
innocent lives are targeted.

“Confronting terrorism 
requires collective resolve,” 
Jaishankar said and urged 
the United Nations Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) to 
“advocate zero-tolerance for 
terrorist acts.”

Jaishankar was virtually 
addressing the High-Level 
Segment of  the 61st session 
of  the UNHRC on Wednes-
day when he pointed out 
that India seeks to find and 
expand common ground in 
a world marred by conflict, 
polarisation and uncertainty.

“We have consistently 
underlined dialogue over 
confrontation, consensus 

over division, and human-
centric development over 
narrow interests,” he said.

“We remain firm and 
uncompromising Mr Presi-
dent in our opposition to 
terrorism in all its forms 
and manifestations as well. 
Terrorism is among the 
most egregious violations of  
human rights and there can 
be no justification, P-06
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Commissioner SMC inspects 
Municipal assets, reviews 
infrastructure

SWD Sgr organizes 

sensitization Programme 

for teachers under BBBP
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Social Welfare 
Department, SANKALP–
Hub for Empowerment of  
Women (Mission Shakti), 
Srinagar organized a sen-
sitization programme on 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 
(BBBP) at Government 
Degree College, Nawa 
Kadal Thursday.

The programme wit-
nessed active participation 
of  teachers from various 
government and private 
educational institutions.

The session commenced 
with opening remarks by 
Dr. Mukhtar Ahmad, Dis-
trict Social Welfare Offi-
cer, Srinagar, who high-
lighted the significance of  
collective responsibility 
in addressing gender dis-
parities and reaffirmed the 
department’s commitment 
towards strengthening ini-
tiatives that promote the 
rights and dignity of  the 
girl child.

Dr. Tawheeda Rasool, 
Assistant Professor, 
deliberated on teachers 
role in preventing school 
dropouts among girls and 
emphasized the trans-
formative role educators 
play in shaping mindsets, 
ensuring retention of  girls 
in schools, and fostering 
an inclusive academic 

environment that nurtures 
equality and empower-
ment.

The legal dimensions 
of  the initiative were com-
prehensively discussed 
by Advocate Mir Naveed 
Gul, Panel Lawyer, who 
spoke on the legal aspects 
related to Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao. He elaborated on 
the constitutional safe-
guards, laws protecting 
the girl child, and the legal 
responsibilities of  institu-
tions in upholding gender 
justice and preventing dis-
crimination.

District Mission Coor-
dinator, SANKALP–HEW 
while speaking during 
the programme reiterated 
the department’s contin-
ued dedication towards 
empowering women and 
girls through sustained 
community-based inter-
ventions.

The sensitisation pro-
gramme aimed to engage 
educators as key stake-
holders in advancing the 
objectives of  BBBP. By 
strengthening awareness 
and institutional respon-
sibility, the initiative seeks 
to foster long-term behav-
ioral change and reinforce 
the educational ecosystem 
as a powerful platform for 
promoting gender equity 
and social inclusion.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Commis-
sioner, Srinagar Munici-
pal Corporation (SMC), 
Faz Lul Haseeb, conducted 
an extensive inspection of  
municipal assets at Tibetan 
Colony, Eidgah, and Devi 
Angan, Badam Wari, to 
review the status of  civic 
infrastructure and assess 
the management, mainte-
nance, and utilization of  
public facilities.

During his visit to 
Tibetan Colony, Eidgah, 
the Commissioner under-
took a comprehensive 
review of  municipal 
infrastructure, including 
sanitation arrangements, 
drainage networks, and 
waste management oper-
ations. He evaluated the 
performance of  field-level 
services and directed con-
cerned officials to ensure 
sustained cleanliness, 

improved operational effi-
ciency, and prompt reso-
lution of  civic grievances 
raised by residents.

At Devi Angan, Badam 
Wari, the Commissioner 
inspected the municipal 
asset and reviewed its 

maintenance standards, 
operational functionality, 
and potential for enhanced 
public utilization. Empha-
sizing the importance of  
safeguarding public infra-
structure, he instructed 
officials to maintain the 
facility strictly in accor-
dance with municipal 
norms and to maximize its 
effective use for commu-
nity benefit.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of  regular on-ground 
monitoring, the Commis-
sioner reiterated SMC’s 
commitment to strength-
ening urban governance 
through improved infra-
structure management, 
enhanced accountabil-
ity, and responsive civic 
administration.

Senior officers and offi-
cials of  Srinagar Municipal 
Corporation accompanied 
the Commissioner during 
the inspection.

Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY

CHC Rajpora achieves 

historic breakthrough with 

inaugural of TKR

DC Kulgam reviews implementation 

of PM Surya Ghar–Muft Bijli Yojana
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Shahzad Alam, Thursday 
chaired a meeting of  con-
cerned officers to review 
the implementation and 
progress of  the PM Surya 
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana in 
the district.

The scheme aims to 
enhance rooftop solar 
capacity across residential 
households, enabling them 
to generate their own elec-
tricity, significantly reduce 
monthly power bills, and 
benefit from substantial 
government financial 
assistance.

During the meet-
ing, Executive Engineer, 

KPDCL, Kulgam, pre-
sented a detailed overview 
of  the progress achieved 
so far. He informed  that 
around 4,012 applications 
have been received for reg-
istration under the scheme 
in the district. Against a 
target of  625 installations 
set by the Managing Direc-

tor KPDCL for Kulgam, the 
department has already 
surpassed the target with 
659 Solar Rooftop (SRT) 
systems installed as on 
date. Additionally, mate-
rial has been delivered at 
62 more sites for further 
installations.

The DC emphasized on 

the sub-division wise mass 
outreach campaign to 
sensitize public about the 
scheme. He also directed 
the KPDCL officials to 
ensure timely installation 
of  the roof  top solar plants 
and release of  subsidies to 
beneficiaries.

The DC also emphasized 
to accelerate the conver-
sion of  applications sub-
mitted to SRT installations. 
He also directed the SDO’s 
for immediate commission-
ing of  SRT’s where materi-
al is delivered or installed.

The meeting was attend-
ed by SE KPDCL, XEN 
KPDCL, Lead District Man-
ager (LDM), representatives 
from JKEDA, and all AEEs, 
AEs, and JEs of  KPDCL.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: In a land-
mark achievement for 
rural healthcare, the first-
ever Total Knee Replace-
ment (TKR) surgery under 
combined spinal epidural 
anaesthesia (CSE) at Com-
munity Health Centre 
(CHC) Rajpora was suc-
cessfully performed 
under the Ayushman 
Bharat Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-
PMJAY) scheme, marking 
a major step forward in 
providing advanced medi-
cal care at the grassroots 
level.

The surgery was suc-
cessfully performed by 
Orthopedic Surgeon,  Dr. 
Ajaz Rafeeq and his dedi-
cated surgical team, with 
the anaesthesia team led 
by Dr. Mohsin Farooq. 
The coordinated exper-
tise, meticulous planning, 
and teamwork of  both 
surgical and anaesthesia 
teams ensured that the 
procedure was carried 
out smoothly, safely, and 
successfully, restoring 
hope and mobility to the 
patient.

This historic achieve-
ment was made possible 

due to the recent upgra-
dation of  the operation 
theatre at CHC Rajpora 
into a fully modular facil-
ity, equipped with modern 
surgical instruments and 
advanced technology. The 
upgradation was accom-
plished through the dedi-
cated efforts of  the hos-
pital administration and 
the proactive support of  
the Deputy Commissioner 
Pulwama and the Health 
Administration, includ-
ing the Director of  Health 
Services, Kashmir. Their 
combined commitment has 
significantly strengthened 
the capacity of  CHC Raj-
pora to perform such high-
end surgical procedures 
locally, bringing advanced 
medical care closer to the 
community.

The patient received 
completely cashless treat-
ment under the Ayushman 
Bharat scheme, eliminat-
ing the financial burden 
that often accompanies 
such advanced orthopedic 
procedures. The success-
ful surgery not only brings 
relief  to the patient but 
also sets a precedent for 
providing specialized sur-
gical care in rural health-
care centers.

DC Shopian presides over NCORD meeting
Calls for strengthened action against drug menace

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Shopian, 
Shishir Gupta Thursday 
presided over a meeting of  
the District Level NCORD 
(Narco Coordination) to 
review and strengthen 
measures aimed at curb-
ing drug abuse and illegal 
narcotics activities in the 
district.

During the meeting, the 
DC directed all concerned 
departments to intensify 
efforts to speed up preven-
tive and enforcement actions.

Drug Control authori-
ties were directed to con-
duct regular inspections 
of  pharmacies and ensure 
strict compliance with 
prescribed norms regard-
ing sale of  medicines. He 
emphasized maintaining 
proper sale registers, veri-
fication of  prescriptions 
and preventing misuse of  
scheduled drugs.

Agriculture and horti-

culture departments were 
asked to rope in farmers in 
hotspot areas for alterna-
tive cropping ventures.

The DC directed the 
education department 
to ensure installation of  
prominent signboards 
outside all schools across 
the district declaring 
the areas as " No Smok-
ing Zones." Authorities 

were further instructed to 
strictly enforce the prohi-
bition of  smoking and sale 
of  tobacco products around 
educational institutions as 
per established norms.

Review of  constitution 
of  anti drug committees in 
schools and engagement of  
youth in sports activities was 
also focused upon for action.

Directions for sustained 

awareness campaigns and 
collective responsibility to 
safeguard the youth from 
the menace of  drugs was 
emphasized on the occasion.

SSP, Shopian, Mushtaq 
Ahmed Choudhary; ADC, 
Dr. Zakir Hussain Faaz; 
ACR, Shakoor Ahmed Dar, 
district officers,Tehsildars 
and other concerned 
attended the meeting.

Myntra Celebrates its 19th Birthday 
with Myntra Birthday Blast

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: To com-
memorate its 19th birthday, 
Myntra, one of  India’s lead-
ing fashion, beauty, and 
lifestyle destinations, has 
announced Myntra Birth-
day Blast (MBB). The event 
will go live from February 
28, with Myntra Insider cus-
tomers getting early access 
24 hours early, starting Feb-
ruary 27. With irresistible 
offers, this edition brings 
together an expansive selec-
tion of  over 6 million styles 
from 20,000+ international 
and made-in-India brands 
across fashion, beauty, and 
lifestyle categories.

The categories expected 
to see traction in this edition 
include Men’s and Women’s 
Ethnic Wear, Beauty and 
Personal Care, and Watch-
es and Wearables, driven by 
the wedding season demand 
and upcoming festivals such 
as Eid and Holi. Other cat-
egories expected to witness 
demand include  Women’s 
and Men’s Western Wear, 
Men’s apparel, Sports wear, 
and Spring-Summer essen-
tials as shoppers refresh 
their wardrobes for the 
new season. Additionally, 
momentum is anticipated 
across Travel Essentials, 
Footwear, Kids’ Wear, 
Accessories, and gifting-
led categories, supported 
by increased social gather-
ings and travel during this 
period.

Several popular brands 
that are expected to witness 
heightened traction include 
H&M, Nike, MANGO, Levis, 

U.S. Polo Assn., Anouk, 
Libas, Skybags, CeraVe, 
Bath and Body Works, and 
M.A.C

Speaking on the third 
edition of  Myntra Birthday 
Blast, Ritesh Mishra, Head 
of  Category and Revenue, 
Myntra, said, "Myntra 
Birthday Blast continues 
to be a special event for us 
to celebrate our journey 
with millions of  custom-
ers across the country. As 
Myntra celebrates 19 years, 
we are incredibly grateful 
for the love of  our custom-
ers and the trust of  thou-
sands of  brand partners, 
which have played a piv-
otal role in redefining the 
fashion landscape in the 
country.  As we continue to 
set new benchmarks in the 
e-commerce paradigm, our 
focus remains on scaling 
excellence and setting the 
new standards for how the 
modern customer experi-
ences fashion, beauty, and 
lifestyle shopping.”

As Myntra continues 
to serve diverse audi-
ence segments, its Gen 
Z-focused FWD portfolio 
will bring together lakhs 
of  trend-first styles across 

youth-preferred brands. 
With the spring-summer 
season approaching, FWD, 
which resonates strongly 
with younger customers, 
will offer expressive fash-
ion options for outings and 
travel fits. Shoppers can 
explore global styles across 
Tops, T-shirts, Shirts, Dress-
es, Jeans, Kurtas & Kurtis at 
great prices.

Myntra’s hyper-speed 
delivery service, M-Now, 
will continue to serve as 
a key convenience driver 
during the event, especially 
for time-sensitive purchases. 
With 1 lakh+ styles across 
fashion, beauty, accessories, 
and home, M-Now enables 
shoppers across Tier 1 cities 
such as Bengaluru, Mumbai, 
Delhi-NCR, Hyderabad, Kol-
kata, and Pune, as well as 
emerging Tier 2 markets like 
Jaipur, Lucknow, Patna, and 
Ahmedabad, to receive their 
orders starting in 30 min-
utes. Amid a busy calendar 
of  weddings, festive season, 
and last-minute travel plans, 
M-Now ensures customers 
have access to trend-first 
options, helping them find 
the perfect look exactly 
when they need it. (PR)

SHEW organises Nutritional Kit 
Distribution Programme at SDH Sedow

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Sankalp Hub 
for Empowerment of  
Women, Mission Shakti 
Shopian, in collaboration 
with the Department of  
Health, Thursday organ-
ised a Nutritional Kit Dis-
tribution Programme for 
pregnant women under the 
flagship initiative of  Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao at Sub 
District Hospital, Sedow.

The programme was 
conducted with the objec-
tive of  promoting maternal 
health, nutritional aware-
ness and overall well-being 
of  expecting mothers.

During the session, 
Dr. Parvaiz educated the 
women about the impor-
tance of  maintaining a 
balanced and nutritious 
diet during pregnancy. He 
highlighted that proper 
nutrition plays a vital role 
in ensuring the healthy 
growth and development 
of  the baby while also 
safeguarding the mother’s 
health.

The Mission Coordi-
nator for Sankalp Hub 
addressed the gathering 
and urged the women to 
prioritise self-care. She 
emphasised that moth-
ers shoulder significant 
responsibilities within 
their families and society, 
and therefore, their physi-
cal as well as mental well-
being must not be over-
looked.

Furthermore, the Gender 
Specialist from Sankalp 

Hub provided detailed 
information about various 
welfare schemes available 
for women and girls. The 
participants were guided 
on eligibility criteria, ben-
efits, and the step-by-step 
process to apply for these 
schemes, empowering them 
to access government sup-
port effectively.

The programme con-
cluded with the distribu-
tion of  nutritional kits 
among pregnant women.

Awareness programme on 
New Labour Codes, Welfare 
Schemes held in B'pora

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: A Mega 
awareness programme 
on the newly introduced 
Labour Codes and social 
security schemes was 
organised on Thursday by 
the Office of  the Assistant 
Labour Commissioner 
(ALC), Bandipora, in col-
laboration with District 
Information Centre Ban-
dipora, at Town Hall Ban-
dipora.

The programme wit-
nessed active participation 
from members of  Traders’ 
Federations of  Bandipora, 
Sumbal and Naidkhai, 
along with a large number 
of  shopkeepers, contrac-
tors, HR representatives, 
management representa-
tives of  private educational 
institutions, construction 
workers and workers from 
the unorganised sector.

During the programme, 
officers imparted detailed 
awareness about the four 
new Labour Codes, high-
lighting key reforms, simpli-
fied compliance procedures, 
enhanced social security 
coverage, mandatory issu-
ance of appointment letters, 
timely payment of  wages, 
improved safety standards, 
and provisions for inclusion 
and protection of  women 
workers. Participants were 
also sensitised about the 
rights and responsibilities 
of  employers and workers 
under the new legal frame-
work.

Special emphasis was 
laid on the registration 

of  unorganised and con-
struction workers and the 
benefits available under 
labour welfare schemes. 
The participants were 
informed about various 
social security measures, 
including medical assis-
tance, educational assis-
tance for wards, disability 
assistance, and other wel-
fare benefits available to 
registered workers.

On the occasion, labour 
cards were distributed 
among eligible workers 
on the spot. Additionally, 
sanction letters for educa-
tional assistance and dis-
ability assistance were also 
provided to registered con-
struction workers, extend-
ing immediate support to 
the beneficiaries.

The programme was 
interactive, with partici-
pants actively engaging in 
discussions and seeking 
clarifications regarding 
labour laws, compliance 
requirements, and welfare 
entitlements.

On the occasion, stake-
holders appreciated the 
efforts of  the Labour 
Department and District 
Information Centre Ban-
dipora for organising the 
awareness programme and 
facilitating access to wel-
fare services at the grass-
roots level.

Among others, Labour 
Officer Mushtaq Ahmad 
Kambay, Labour Inspec-
tor, Abid Rashid Naik, and 
officials of  the Informa-
tion Department were also 
present on the occasion. 

Dr. Bilal Mohiud Din Bhat assumes charge as DC Anantnag
GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: Dr. Bilal 
Mohiud Din Bhat assumed 
charge as Deputy Commis-
sioner, Anantnag, succeed-
ing SF Hamid, during a 
formal handover ceremony 
held today at the DC Office.

Senior officers of  the dis-
trict administration, includ-
ing ADCs, CEO PDA, GM 

DIC, ACR, SDMs, ACD, Dy 
DEO, CPO, CAO, Dy Direc-
tor Fisheries, Tehsildars, 
and other officers, were 
present on the occasion.

Earlier, the Deputy Com-
missioner was accorded a 
warm welcome by officers 
and officials, besides vari-
ous delegations and social 
activists. He expressed his 
gratitude to the officers 

and the social delegations.
After assuming charge, 

Dr. Bhat inspected vari-
ous sections of  the DC 
Office establishment and 
took preliminary stock 
of  their functioning. He 
also interacted with sev-
eral applicants and issued 
necessary instructions to 
the concerned authorities 
regarding their concerns.
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Government of Jammu and Kashmir

DIRECTORATE OF FLORICULTURE, GARDENS & PARKS, KASHMIR
EMPORIUM GARDEN, SRINAGAR

Tele fax: - 0194-2482032, 474234  email. - kash.flori@jk.gov.in

GIST OF E- TENDER NOTICE NO. 01 OF 2026  
Dated: - 26/02/2026

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory, J&K, bids are invited (In Double Cover System) from the Registered Ornamental 
Plant Material Growers, Producers, Suppliers with J&K State/Central Govt. for the following work for: - 
S. 
No. Name of Job/Work Value of security 

deposit Cost of tender document Period of contract

1
Supply of Cut Flower Spikes, Garlands, 
Greens during Spring/Summer & Autumn/
Winter Months

Rs.20,000.00 (Rupees 
Twenty Thousand only)

Rs.1000.00 (Rupees One 
Thousand only) in the 
shape of Demand Draft

01 (One) year from 
the date of award of 
contract

The bidding document(s) consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, terms and conditions and other details can be seen/
downloaded through the www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below: -

1. Period of downloading of bidding document 26.02.2026 from 03:30 PM to 23.03.2026 up to 02:00 PM
2. Bid submission Start Date 26.02.2026 from 04:00 PM
3. Bid submission End date 23.03.2026 up to 02:00 PM
4. Date and time of Opening of Tenders (Online) 27.03.2026 at 02:00 PM

In case of any eventuality (online) the date of opening will be considered on any other convenient working day.
Sd/-

 Accounts Officer,
(Member Secretary)

DIPK-11397-25 Floriculture Department,
DT: 26/02/2026 Kashmir.

J&K border villages now ‘symbols of connection’, not conflict: CM Omar
Describes graduating students as ‘spring of J&K in full bloom’

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah on Thursday 
said border villages are no 
longer symbols of  conflict but 
have emerged as “symbols of  
connection.”

Addressing the 21st convoca-
tion of  the University of  Kash-
mir, CM Omar, said his govern-
ment is working to transform 
Jammu and Kashmir into a hub 
of  innovation and knowledge-
based industries, while ensur-
ing inclusive and sustainable 
development.

Hailing the graduating stu-
dents as the “spring of  J&K in 
full bloom,” the Chief  Minis-
ter underlined key challenges 
facing the region, including 
climate change, agricultural 
transformation and youth 
mental health.

“We are meeting at a pivotal 
moment,” CM Omar said, refer-
ring to the recently presented 
2026–27 budget. Describing it 

as a “fiscal compass,” he said 
the budget reflects the govern-
ment’s intent to build a modern, 
progressive and economically 
vibrant Jammu and Kashmir.

 “For decades, we were 
defined by tourism alone or 
agriculture alone. The J&K of  
2026 is evolving into a centre of  
innovation and participatory 
governance,” he said, acknowl-
edging that the region has faced 
economic setbacks following 
the trauma of  2025.

“Our resilience has defined 
us,” Omar added. The Chief  
Minister said his government’s 
vision rests on three pillars—
meritocracy, sustainability and 
digital sovereignty.

On tourism, Omar said the 
government is moving beyond 
traditional destinations like 
Gulmarg and Pahalgam by 
promoting border tourism. 
“Villages like Keran, Gurez 
and Teetwal, once synonymous 
with conflict, are now symbols 
of  connection,” he said.

He added that the govern-
ment, in collaboration with the 
Union Government, is develop-
ing nine new tourist destina-
tions to ensure the benefits of  

tourism reach the last mile.
Stressing the need for bal-

ance, Omar said climate con-
cerns remain central to policy 
planning. “Our glaciers are 

receding and our winters are 
changing. We must protect what 
we promote, which is why we 
are investing in sustainable 
infrastructure,” he said.

Calling the KU convocation 
a day of  succession,’ the Chief  
Minister told the graduating 
students that they were suc-
ceeding the generations who 
kept the flame of  knowledge 
alive through difficult times 
and were now the torch-bearers 
of  the future.

He urged the students to 
embark on the journey of  self-
realisation even as their formal 
education concluded.

The Chief  Minister further 
asked students to acknowledge 
the sacrifices of  their parents 
and expressed gratitude to fac-
ulty members for their contri-
bution in shaping the lives of  
students.

Highlighting a key milestone, 
the Chief  Minister said that 
nearly 60 percent of  the degrees 
and medals at this year’s convo-

cation were earned by women.
Terming it a powerful instru-

ment against poverty and insta-
bility, he said J&K had moved 
from ‘Women’s Welfare to Wom-
en-led Development.’

He said under the UMEED 
scheme, 7 lakh women had been 
organised into 80,000 Self-Help 
Groups, leading to the rise of  
“Lakhpati Didi’s” as financial 
anchors in their communities.

He added that interest-free 
soft loans were being provided 
for women-led startups in man-
ufacturing and IT sectors. He 
encouraged women graduates 
to aspire for leadership roles 
in civil services, biotechnology 
and be part of  global platforms.

Turning to agriculture, he 
described it as the cultural 
soul of  the people but stressed 
the need for transformation 
through a High-Density Revo-
lution.

The Chief  Minister said that 
the technology and quality 
saplings were being provided 

to enable fruit exports to inter-
national markets.

He urged Science and IT 
graduates to develop solutions 
such as real-time pest detec-
tion apps and blockchain-based 
traceability systems to authen-
ticate products like Pampore 
saffron in global markets.

Articulating a ‘Saffron & 
Silicon’ vision, Omar said J&K 
was being positioned as a data-
friendly zone and an ideal desti-
nation for Green Data Centers, 
with a focus on creating job pro-
viders rather than job seekers.

The Chief  Minister also 
underscored the importance 
of  mental health, stating that 
society had endured immense 
pressure and trauma.

CM Omar said that the gov-
ernment was expanding dis-
trict-level counselling through 
Mission Youth and urged 
Psychology and Social Work 
graduates to help de-stigmatise 
conversations around mental 
well-being—(KNO)

JKECC delegation calls on 

Sakeena Itoo, express gratitude 

for reviewing TET order

Javid Dar inaugurates processing cum 
training centre for fruits, vegetables

J&K Govt Appoints Inam Ul Haq 
Siddiqui as Ombudsman for Sgr, G'bal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Jammu & 
Kashmir Government has 
appointed Inam Ul Haq 
Siddiqui, a retired senior 
KAS officer, as the new 
Ombudsman with a man-
date to oversee grievance 
redressal in the districts 
of  Srinagar and Gander-
bal. The appointment was 
formalized through Gov-
ernment Order issued on 
Wednesday.

Siddiqui, a distin-
guished bureaucrat with 
over three decades of  
service, brings a wealth 
of  administrative experi-
ence to the role. In a sig-
nificant move, he has been 
allotted the prestigious 
Srinagar and Ganderbal 
districts, which notably 
include the Hon’ble Chief  
Minister’s constituency, 
underscoring the gov-
ernment's commitment 
to robust oversight in the 
region.

Throughout his illus-
trious career, Siddiqui 
has held a variety of  
key positions, serving 
as Additional Secre-
tary to the Government, 
Chief  Executive Officer 
of  the Gulmarg Devel-
opment Authority, Joint 
Director of  the Informa-
tion Department, and 
Project Director for 
the Governor’s Griev-
ance Cell. His extensive 
ground-level experience 
also includes tenures as 
Assistant Commission-
er (Revenue), Assistant 
Commissioner (Settle-
ment), and Assistant 
Commissioner (Devel-
opment).

Officials stated that his 
previous roles, particu-
larly with the Governor’s 
Grievance Cell, were 
pivotal in strengthen-
ing systems for account-

ability and improving 
governance delivery. 
His expertise extends 
to large-scale projects, 
having been closely asso-
ciated with World Bank–
funded initiatives where 
he contributed to plan-
ning, financial oversight, 
and the modernization of  
land records.

Siddiqui’s proficiency 
in technology-driven 
governance is backed by 
advanced professional 
training. He completed 
a specialized course in 
Management Informa-
tion Systems and Data 
Monitoring & Evalua-
tion from the Univer-
sity of  East Anglia in 
the United Kingdom, as 
well as training with the 
Department of  Space, 
Government of  India, in 
Hyderabad.

Widely regarded for 
his integrity and result-
oriented approach, 
Siddiqui was previ-
ously honored with the 
Lieutenant Governor’s 
Award for Honesty, 
Integrity, and Meritori-
ous Public Service by the 
Government of  Jammu 
& Kashmir.

His appointment as 
Ombudsman is expected 
to significantly reinforce 
transparency, fairness, 
and the effectiveness of  
grievance redressal mech-
anisms for the citizens of  
Srinagar and Ganderbal.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU:  Strengthening 
efforts to boost value addi-
tion and self-employment 
in the agriculture sector, 
Minister for Agriculture 
Production, Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayati Raj, 
Cooperative and Election 
Department, Javid Ahmad 
Dar, Thursday inaugurated 
a Modern Processing-cum-
Training Centre for fruits 
and vegetables at Udhey-
wala in Jammu.

The centre, established 
at a cost of  ₹90 lakh, aims 
to promote skill develop-
ment, entrepreneurship 
and income generation 
among the farmers, rural 
youth and women, particu-
larly members of  Self-Help 
Groups (SHGs).

While addressing the 
gathering, the Minis-
ter said the government 
is committed towards 
empowering the farmers 
through modern technol-
ogy, scientific training and 
value addition initiatives. 
He stressed the need for 
departments to identify 

high-potential sectors and 
expand skill-based training 
programmes to enhance 
productivity and ensure 
sustainable livelihoods.

“The focus must be on 
equipping the farmers and 
women with modern pro-
cessing techniques and 
encouraging cultivation of  
improved and hybrid variet-
ies of fruits and vegetables 
to increase returns,” he said.

The newly inaugurated 
facility will offer six-month 
and one-month certificate 
courses in fruit and vegetable 
preservation and processing. 
It will also organise mobile 

demonstrations and promote 
community-level processing 
units to extend technical 
knowledge to the farmers at 
the grassroots level.

On the occasion, Soil 
Health Cards were distrib-
uted among the beneficia-
ries to encourage balanced 
fertiliser use and scientific 
soil management practices.

Director Horticulture 
Jammu, Gul Syed, Direc-
tor Agriculture Jammu 
Anil Gupta, Director Rural 
Development Department 
Jammu, Shehnaz Akhter 
and other senior officers 
were present at the event.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A delega-
tion of  the Jammu  Kash-
mir Employees Coordina-
tion Committee (JKECC) 
Thursday called on Min-
ister for Education, Social 
Welfare, Health and Medi-
cal Education, Sakeena Itoo 
and expressed heartfelt 
gratitude to the Govern-
ment led by Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah and Edu-
cation Minister for timely 
and considerate interven-
tion in keeping in abeyance 
the order concerning the 
Teacher Eligibility Test 
(TET) requirement for in-
service teachers across the 
Union Territory of  Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The delegation, led by 
senior representatives 
of  JKECC, apprised the 
Minister of  widespread 
concerns and anxiety 
among thousands of  serv-
ing teachers following 
the issuance of  the order. 
They highlighted that 
many experienced educa-
tors, who have been ren-
dering dedicated services 
in far-flung and challeng-
ing areas for years, were 
apprehensive about the 
implications of  the direc-
tive on their professional 
stability and morale.

In her interaction with 
the delegation, the Educa-
tion Minister reiterated 
the Government’s commit-
ment to welfare of  teaching 
community. She assured 
the representatives that 

the department remains 
open to consultations with 
stakeholders to ensure that 
reforms in the education 
sector are implemented in 
a manner that is fair, trans-
parent, and in the larger 
interest of  both students 
and teachers. “Teachers in 
Jammu and Kashmir have 
consistently contributed to 
society and have strength-
ened the education system 
despite infrastructural 
constraints, climatic chal-
lenges and difficult ter-
rain”, Minister Sakeena 
said.

The Minister asked the 
delegation to extend coop-
eration to the  Department 
in its ongoing efforts to 
enhance quality education 
and implement progressive 
reforms. She added that 
such collaborative engage-
ment between the govern-
ment and employee repre-
sentatives would continue 
in the future for the overall 

development of  the educa-
tion sector across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

During the meeting, the 
delegation apprised the 
Minister that  the decision 
to revoke the order has 
brought immense relief  to 
the teaching fraternity and 
has reaffirmed their faith 
in the government’s com-
mitment to safeguarding 
the interests of  employees. 
They described the Minis-
ter’s action as empathetic, 
pragmatic and pro-educa-
tion, noting that it reflects 
a balanced approach 
between maintaining aca-
demic standards and rec-
ognizing the ground reali-
ties faced by teachers.

 They stated that the Gov-
ernment’s responsiveness 
has not only addressed an 
administrative concern but 
has also boosted the morale 
of  educators who form the 
backbone of  the region’s 
schooling framework.

Fakhrudin Hamid 
assumes charge as 
DC Baramulla

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Syeed Fakhru-
din Hamid Thursday assumed 
charge as the Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Baramulla in 
the presence of senior district 
and sectoral officers at the DC 
Office Baramulla.

On the occasion, senior 
officers of the district admin-
istration, officials and staff of 
the Deputy Commissioner’s 
Office, along with members of 
civil society, extended a warm 
welcome to the new DC.

Soon after assuming 
charge, the DC interacted 
with senior officers of the dis-
trict administration, where he 
outlined his vision of people-
centric governance as the core 
principle guiding the function-
ing of the administration.

The DC emphasised that the 
administration is fundamen-
tally meant to serve the people 
and must remain accessible, 
responsive and accountable 
to the public at all times.

SDH Chadoora receives advanced anaesthesia 
workstation to enhance surgical capabilities

NAVEED UL HAQ

BUDGAM: Sub District 
Hospital (SDH) Chadoora 
Budgam on Thursday 
received a latest Anaes-
thesia Workstation, aimed 
at strengthening surgical 
facilities at the hospital.

The machine was inau-
gurated by MLA Chadoora 
Ali Mohammad Dar in the 
presence of  Chief  Medi-
cal Officer Dr Gulzar, 
Block Medical Officer 
Dr Riyaz and other con-
cerned officials.

Officials said that with 
the installation of  the new 
equipment, the hospital 
will be able to conduct 
advanced and complex 
surgical procedures more 
efficiently. The facil-
ity, they said, will further 
streamline services under 
the 24x7 FRU, where gyn-
aecological surgeries are 
already being performed 
during night hours.

In addition to gynaeco-
logy, surgical services in 
ENT, Orthopaedics, Oph-
thalmology and General 

Surgery are expected to 
be strengthened with the 
availability of  the latest 
anaesthesia support 
system.

Meanwhile, a Rogi 
Kalyan Samiti (RKS) meet-
ing was convened, during 
which several additional 
medical machines were 
approved for the hospital.

The MLA said that the 
upgradation of  equipment 
is part of  ongoing efforts 
to enhance healthcare 
services for the local pop-
ulation—(KNO)

SDA enforces strict waste management 
rules to protect environment

RAJA SYED RATHER

SONAMARG:  T he 
Sonamarg Development 
Authority (SDA) has inten-
sified enforcement of  the 
Solid Waste Management 
Rules in strict compliance 
with the directives of  the 
National Green Tribunal 
(NGT), warning of  strict 
action against violators.

Under the directions of  
Chief  Executive Officer 
Bilal Mukhtar, the Author-
ity has ordered mandatory 
four-stream segregation 
of  waste at source, includ-
ing wet waste, dry waste, 
domestic hazardous waste 
and sanitary waste. All 
waste generators have been 
directed to install separate 
covered and labelled bins 
within their premises, 
strictly as per the Solid 
Waste Management Rules, 
2016. Mixing of  waste has 
been strictly prohibited.

As per the circular 
accessed, dumping of  gar-
bage on roadsides, drains, 
open land, forest areas, river-
banks and water bodies has 
been banned. Open burning 
of  solid or plastic waste has 
also been strictly prohibited 

and will invite penal action.
All establishments, 

including hotels, guest 
houses, restaurants, shop-
keepers, pony operators, tent 
operators and tour opera-
tors, have been directed to 
hand over only segregated 
waste to the authorised 
agency, as per the order.

It says that the collected 
waste must be transported 
strictly to the Solid Waste 
Management Plant at Sarbal 
as notified by the SDA. "Dis-
posal at any unauthorised 
site has been declared illegal, 
while daily lifting and trans-
portation of waste to the des-
ignated plant has been made 
mandatory," it adds.

The order further pro-
hibits the use, stocking and 
distribution of  banned sin-
gle-use plastic items. Stake-
holders have been directed 

to ensure proper channelisa-
tion of plastic waste to autho-
rised recyclers in accordance 
with Plastic Waste Manage-
ment Rules, 2016.

Line departments have 
been asked to ensure safe 
transportation and scientif-
ic processing of  waste at the 
Sarbal plant as per approved 
standards, with continuous 
monitoring and enforcement 
drives to be carried out.

As per the circular, any 
negligence, violation or 
deviation will attract strict 
action under the Solid Waste 
Management Rules and the 
Environment Protection 
Act, including environmen-
tal compensation, spot pen-
alties, sealing of  premises, 
cancellation of  registration 
and initiation of  legal pro-
ceedings without prior 
notice.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Turning Optimism 
Into Lasting Change

V
ice-President C P Radhakrish-
nan’s maiden visit to Jammu and 
Kashmir has brought renewed 
attention to the changes taking 
place in the Union Territory. 

Speaking after experiencing the calm and 
beauty of Dal Lake, he described the region 
as entering a “new era of peace, progress and 
prosperity,” a sentiment that reflects growing 
optimism about Kashmir’s future.
During his visit to attend the 21st convoca-
tion of the University of Kashmir, the Vice-
President took time to explore Srinagar and 
interact with the surroundings. His morning 
cruise on Dal Lake, which he later shared on 
social media, highlighted not just the region’s 
natural charm but also a sense of calm that 
has increasingly returned to the Valley.
Radhakrishnan also pointed to visible 
improvements in infrastructure and con-
nectivity, crediting the administration for its 
focus on eco-tourism and the protection of 
Kashmir’s natural heritage. These efforts, he 
noted, have helped revive tourism and cre-
ated fresh opportunities for local livelihoods.
Such words from a national leader are encour-
aging, especially for a region that has long 
carried the weight of conflict and uncertain-
ty. Better roads, smoother connectivity and 
a steady flow of tourists have brought relief 
to many families dependent on tourism and 
related sectors. At the same time, the empha-
sis on sustainable development is crucial for 
preserving Kashmir’s fragile environment.
Yet, the real measure of progress lies beyond 
official praise. Lasting peace and prosperity 
will depend on how deeply these changes 
touch everyday lives—through jobs, educa-
tion, environmental care and inclusive gover-
nance. Development must reach all sections 
of society, not just visible urban centers or 
tourist destinations.
The Vice-President’s reception by Manoj 
Sinha, Omar Abdullah, and senior officials 
reflected institutional cooperation. Going 
forward, translating this cooperation into 
consistent, people-focused governance will 
be key.
Jammu and Kashmir is clearly at an important 
moment in its journey. Optimism is welcome, 
but it must be supported by sustained efforts 
on the ground. Only when development feels 
real, inclusive and lasting will the promise of 
a “new era” truly resonate with the people of 
the Valley.

Re-examining Teachers Through TET: 
A Question Of Fairness And Dignity

TAWHEED PARVAIZ BHAT

T
he teacher has always been 
regarded as the architect 
of  society, the one who 
shapes young minds, nur-
tures values, and builds the 

intellectual foundation of  the nation. 
Yet, in recent times, the teaching fra-
ternity finds itself  repeatedly subject-
ed to new rules, fresh directives, and 
evolving conditions that often raise 
questions not about competence but 
about dignity and fairness.

The recent decision to require 
teachers in Jammu and Kashmir to 
qualify the Teacher Eligibility Test 
(TET) again has caused deep unrest, 
particularly among those who entered 
the department after clearing the rig-
orous selection process of  the Jammu 
and Kashmir Services Selection Board 
(SSB). This concern becomes even more 
pronounced when we speak specifically 
about the 2014 and 2019 batches of  teach-
ers. These teachers did not enter the 
department casually; they were selected 
after successfully completing a competi-
tive written examination followed by a 
formal interview process. Their recruit-
ment was not provisional or informal; it 
was structured, merit-based, and offi-
cially validated.

The 2014 batch of  teachers, who 
qualified for the SSB examination 
and interview, entered the depart-
ment with full legitimacy and confi-
dence that their merit had been duly 
assessed. Similarly, the 2019 batch of  
teachers also underwent the same rig-
orous process of  written examination. 
These 2014 and 2019 batch teachers 
began their professional journeys with 
the belief  that they had fulfilled all 
necessary eligibility requirements laid 
down by the recruitment authority.

Today, when these same 2014 and 2019 
batch teachers are being asked to again 
prove their eligibility through TET, it 
naturally raises a fundamental ques-
tion: if  they were fully qualified to be 
appointed through SSB examination 
and interview, why is their competence 
being reassessed now? The issue is not 
about capability; rather, it is about con-
sistency and respect for due process. 
The 2014 batch teachers and the 2019 
batch teachers have already demon-

strated their merit through competitive 
selection. To subject them once more 
to a qualifying examination creates a 
perception that their earlier selection 
process is being indirectly questioned.

It is important to repeatedly empha-
size that the 2014 and 2019 batch teach-
ers are not opposed to professional 
development or quality enhancement. 
They fully understand the need for 
maintaining high educational stan-
dards. However, they feel that being 
re-examined after successfully clear-
ing the SSB examination and inter-
view undermines the credibility of  the 
very recruitment system that selected 
them. The 2014 batch teachers have 
already spent more than a decade serv-
ing students with dedication, while 
the 2019 batch teachers have been 
actively contributing to classrooms 
with energy and commitment. Both 
batches have proved their capability 
not only in examinations but also in 
real teaching environments.

Moreover, the expectation that the 
2014 and 2019 batch teachers should 
again prepare for TET while simulta-
neously managing classrooms, admin-

istrative duties, family responsibili-
ties, and social obligations places an 
additional psychological and profes-
sional burden on them. These teach-
ers are not fresh aspirants preparing 
for their first recruitment; they are 
already serving educators who entered 
the department through a lawful and 
merit-based process.

If  we speak of  uniform national stan-
dards, then policy implementation must 
also be uniform and rational. The 2014 
and 2019 batch teachers fulfilled all eli-
gibility norms applicable at the time of  
their recruitment. Altering these norms 
retrospectively creates uncertainty and 
may discourage future aspirants who 
trust the credibility of  recruitment 
boards. When a teacher qualifies the 
SSB examination and interview, joins 
service, and dedicates years to teach-
ing, that qualification should retain its 
validity and respect.

The issue, therefore, is not a rejection 
of  evaluation but a plea for justice and 
dignity. The 2014 and 2019 batch teach-
ers represent a generation of  educators 
who trusted the system, cleared a trans-
parent recruitment process, and entered 

the department with pride. Requiring 
them to once again prove their eligibil-
ity risks demoralising those who have 
already been working diligently in class-
rooms across the region.

Educational reforms are indeed nec-
essary for strengthening quality, but 
reforms must also acknowledge the legiti-
macy of  past recruitment processes. The 
government must carefully reconsider 
policies affecting the 2014 and 2019 batch 
teachers, ensuring that reforms enhance 
standards without diminishing the 
respect owed to those who have already 
proven their merit through SSB examina-
tions and interviews.

Ultimately, the strength of  an educa-
tion system depends on the confidence 
and morale of  its teachers. Safeguard-
ing the dignity of  the 2014 and 2019 batch 
teachers is not merely about protecting 
a group of  employees; it is about uphold-
ing the integrity of  the recruitment 
system and preserving the trust that 
teachers place in it when they dedicate 
their lives to nation-building.

The author can be mailed at 
tawheed.biotech12@gmail.com

Why Peace, Fraternity, And Pluralism 

Are Essential To India’s Future

DR. KHWAJA IFTIKHAR AHMED

I
ndia’s progress in the 
twenty-first century 
cannot be judged only by 
the length of  its motor-
ways, the size of  its econ-

omy, or the sophistication of  its 
technology. Equally important 
is the moral and social charac-
ter of  its people. For a nation 
as vast and diverse as India, 
lasting growth is possible only 
when it is rooted in peace, fra-
ternity, interfaith harmony, 
and strong social cohesion. 
These are not abstract ideals; 
they are the very foundations 
on which India’s unity, integ-
rity, and the rationale of  its 
unique secular identity rest.

The vision of  the Indian 
Constitution was clear and 
farsighted. Its framers imag-
ined a republic where citizens 
of  different religions, lan-
guages, and cultures would 
live together with a mutual 
sense of  equal dignity, rights, 
and respect. Secularism in 
the Indian context was never 
meant to deny faith or oppose  
religion. Instead, it affirmed 
respect for all belief  systems 
while ensuring that the state 
remained impartial and just. 
This pluralistic framework has 
enabled India to remain united 
despite extraordinary diver-
sity. Any weakening of  this 
delicate balance risks eroding 
social harmony and, eventu-
ally, public trust in institutions 
of  governance.

History offers enough evi-
dence that societies divided 
along religious, ethnic, or cul-
tural lines struggle to achieve 
sustainable development. 
Internal conflicts consume 
resources, weaken institu-

tions, and divert attention 
away from education, health-
care, and infrastructure. Peace, 
therefore, is not only a moral 
imperative; it is an economic 
necessity. Promoting harmony 
among communities, especial-
ly in a country where almost 
all major world religions have 
deep historical roots, is essen-
tial for stability and progress.

Social science research con-
sistently shows that societies 
marked by trust, cooperation, 
and inclusion perform better in 
innovation, productivity, and 
human development. Fraterni-
ty, a core constitutional value, 
is perhaps the most overlooked 
pillar of  Indian democracy. 
Political rights and economic 
opportunities lose meaning 
if  citizens do not feel a sense 
of  shared belonging and col-
lective destiny. Fraternity 
nurtures empathy, restrains 
extremist tendencies, and pre-
vents democracy from being 
reduced to mere majoritarian 
dominance. Without a spirit of  
brotherhood and sisterhood, 
democratic institutions risk 
becoming hollow.

This sense of  social connect-

edness is even more critical in 
today’s rapidly changing and 
evolving world. Globalisation, 
urbanisation, and digital com-
munication have transformed 
how Indians live and inter-
act. While these changes have 
brought immense opportuni-
ties, they have also intensified 
misinformation, polarisation, 
and anxiety around iden-
tity. When divisive narratives 
spread unchecked, they gener-
ate fear and hostility between 
communities, gradually weak-
ening the social fabric of  the 
nation.

Social stability and eco-
nomic development are deeply 
interconnected. Advanced 
economies are built not only 
on capital and technology, but 
also on inclusive institutions 
that provide equal opportunity 
to all. If  social tensions per-
sist, India will struggle to fully 
harness its greatest asset—its 
young population. Exclusion 
based on religion, caste, eth-
nicity, or any other identity 
limits participation in the econ-
omy and diminishes collective 
potential. Global development 
indicators clearly show that 

inclusive societies outperform 
divided ones in human devel-
opment, innovation, and long-
term growth.

India’s aspiration to become 
a five-trillion-dollar economy 
cannot be realised amid per-
sistent social conflict. Growth 
and harmony are not compet-
ing goals; they reinforce each 
other. Resources spent man-
aging internal discord are 
resources taken away from 
development. A peaceful and 
cohesive society, on the other 
hand, multiplies economic and 
social gains.

The rise of  forces that 
threaten unity and secular 
values must therefore be 
addressed with seriousness 
and urgency. History teach-
es us that once intolerance 
becomes normalised, revers-
ing it is extremely difficult. 
Hate speech, discrimination, 
and communal polarisation 
may begin on the margins, but 
over time they tend to seep into 
mainstream institutions. If  left 
unchecked, diversity—India’s 
greatest strength—can be 
turned into a perceived weak-
ness.

Education plays a decisive 
role in this context. An edu-
cational system grounded in 
constitutional values, scientific 
temper, and ethical reasoning 
can nurture responsible and 
empathetic citizens. Familiar-
ity with India’s shared cul-
tural heritage helps young 
people appreciate diversity 
rather than fear it. Societies 
that invest in civic education 
produce citizens who are more 
tolerant, socially responsible, 
and committed to the common 
good.

Media and public discourse 
also carry a profound responsi-
bility. In an age of  instant com-
munication, irresponsible nar-
ratives can inflame social ten-
sions within hours. Responsible 
journalism, fact-based debate, 
and accountable communica-
tion are essential for preserving 
social stability. Societies that 
value truth and reason are far 
less vulnerable to manipulation 
and extremism.

Civil society initiatives fur-
ther strengthen social cohe-
sion. Grassroots interfaith 
dialogue, community service, 
and cultural exchange create 
shared spaces for cooperation 
and understanding. Such inter-
actions humanise the “other,” 
dismantle stereotypes, and 
build everyday experiences of  
solidarity.

As India moves deeper into 
the twenty-first century, it 
must align material progress 
with moral clarity. Peace, inter-
faith harmony, fraternity, and 
social cohesion are not obsta-
cles to development—they are 
its prerequisites. Preserving 
the secular character of  the 
nation and nurturing unity in 
diversity is not the responsi-
bility of  the state alone; it is a 
shared duty of  every citizen.

The author is President 
of  the Inter Faith Harmony 

Foundation of  India, Bharat. 
He can be mailed at iakhwa-

ja@gmail.com
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Beyond Strategic Partnership Against Terrorism
The foundation of this partnership lies in the Joint Working Group (JWG) on Counter Terrorism, which has 

become a vital platform for dialogue, coordination, and operational planning
DR.RATAN BHATTACHARJEE

 

I
n the contemporary global 
security landscape, terrorism 
remains one of  the most press-
ing challenges. Nations across 
the world are compelled to 

collaborate, share intelligence, and 
develop joint strategies to counter 
this menace. Among the most signifi-
cant partnerships in this domain is the 
cooperation between India and Israel, 
two countries that have faced persis-
tent threats from extremist groups and 
have responded by forging a robust 
alliance against terrorism. The friend-
ship between India and Israel stands 
today as one of  the most dynamic and 
strategically significan The friend-
ship between India and Israel stands 
today as one of  the most dynamic 
and strategically significant bilateral 
relationships in contemporary geopol-
itics. Rooted in civilizational depth, 
shaped by post-colonial aspirations, 
and strengthened by shared security 
concerns and technological collabo-
ration, the India–Israel partnership 
has evolved into a multidimensional 
alliance with profound global impli-
cations.

The foundation of  this partnership 
lies in the Joint Working Group (JWG) 
on Counter Terrorism, which has 
become a vital platform for dialogue, 
coordination, and operational plan-
ning. Established in the late 1990s, the 
JWG has evolved into a mechanism 
that not only addresses traditional 
forms of  terrorism but also antici-
pates emerging threats such as cyber 
warfare, drone misuse, and AI enabled 
attacks. The tenth meeting of  this 
group, held in New Delhi, reaffirmed 
the commitment of  both nations to a 
policy of  zero tolerance against ter-
rorism.India’s security concerns are 
primarily shaped by cross border ter-
rorism emanating from its neighbor-
hood. For decades, the country has 
grappled with insurgencies in Kash-
mir and sporadic extremist violence 
in other regions. Israel, on the other 
hand, has faced existential threats 
from hostile groups in the Middle East. 
Despite differences in geography and 
political context, both nations share a 
common understanding: terrorism is 
not confined by borders, and its defeat 
requires international solidarity.

One of  the most striking aspects 
of  the India Israel partnership is the 
fusion of  experience and technology. 
India brings to the table its vast exper-
tise in counter insurgency operations, 
having dealt with diverse forms of  
militancy across its territory. Israel 
contributes cutting edge technologi-
cal solutions, ranging from advanced 
surveillance systems to drone defense 
mechanisms and cyber security frame-
works. This synergy allows both 
nations to craft responses that are 
not only tactical but also strategic in 
scope.The cooperation extends beyond 
intelligence sharing. Law enforce-
ment agencies from both countries 
have strengthened ties to ensure that 
terror networks can be tracked, pros-
ecuted, and dismantled. Judicial col-
laboration has also been emphasized, 
recognizing that terrorism must be 
fought not only on the battlefield but 
also in the courtroom. By harmoniz-
ing legal frameworks and investiga-
tive procedures, India and Israel 
aim to close loopholes that terrorists 
often exploit.Another dimension of  
this partnership is its global outlook. 
Both nations understand that terror-
ism is a transnational phenomenon, 
often funded and coordinated through 
international networks. Hence, they 
have consistently advocated for stron-
ger multilateral cooperation. India 
and Israel have pushed for reforms 
in global institutions to ensure that 
counter terrorism measures are not 
hindered by political biases. Their 
joint statements often highlight the 
need for collective responsibility, 
urging nations to rise above narrow 
interests and confront terrorism as a 
shared enemy of  humanity.

Historically, India recognized Israel 
in 1950, yet full diplomatic relations 
were established only in 1992. During 
the Cold War, India’s foreign policy 
was influenced by its leadership in the 
Non-Aligned Movement and its strong 
support for the Palestinian cause. 
Israel, meanwhile, found itself  diplo-
matically isolated in many parts of  the 
world. Despite the absence of  formal 
ties, discreet cooperation—especially 
in defense—continued behind the 
scenes. The post–Cold War geopolitical 
shift and India’s economic liberaliza-
tion created a new strategic calculus. 
The collapse of  bipolarity, the rise 
of  transnational terrorism, and the 
need for technological modernization 

prompted New Delhi to reconsider its 
approach to Tel Aviv.

The formalization of  ties in 1992 
marked the beginning of  a steady 
upward trajectory. A historic mile-
stone occurred in 2017 when Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited 
Israel, becoming the first Indian Prime 
Minister to do so. The visit symbolized 
a de-hyphenation of  India’s Middle 
East policy, separating its engagement 

with Israel from its relations with 
Palestine. Shortly thereafter, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
visited India, further cementing the 
personal rapport between the leaders 
and institutionalizing strategic dia-
logue.

One of  the central pillars of  India–
Israel friendship is defense coopera-
tion. Israel has emerged as one of  
India’s top defense suppliers, provid-
ing advanced military technologies 
including missile systems, drones, 
surveillance equipment, and radar 
technologies. In an era defined by 
asymmetric warfare and border ten-
sions, India values Israel’s expertise 
in counter-terrorism and intelligence-
sharing. Israel’s technological edge in 
defense innovation aligns with India’s 
ambition to modernize its armed 
forces and strengthen indigenous 
defense production. Joint develop-
ment projects, such as surface-to-air 
missile systems, reflect a shift from a 
buyer-seller dynamic to collaborative 
innovation.Beyond defense, agricul-
ture has become a powerful symbol 
of  the partnership’s human dimen-
sion. Israel’s pioneering work in drip 
irrigation, desert farming, and water 
management has been instrumental in 
supporting India’s agrarian transfor-
mation. Centers of  Excellence estab-
lished across various Indian states 
showcase Israeli techniques adapted 
to local conditions. These initiatives 
address critical challenges such as 
water scarcity, climate change, and 
food security. In a world increasingly 
vulnerable to environmental disrup-
tions, such cooperation carries global 
significance, demonstrating how tech-
nological transfer can empower devel-
oping economies to achieve sustain-
able growth.

Water technology is another area 
where Israel’s expertise has global 
resonance. Israel’s success in desali-
nation and wastewater recycling 
offers valuable lessons for water-
stressed regions, including parts of  
India. Joint projects in water purifi-
cation and smart water management 
systems reflect an understanding that 
resource security is inseparable from 
national security. As climate change 
intensifies competition over water 
resources worldwide, the India–Israel 
collaboration in this sector represents 
a model for cross-regional coopera-
tion.Innovation and entrepreneurship 
further deepen the partnership. Both 
countries have vibrant start-up eco-
systems. India’s vast market and digi-
tal transformation initiatives comple-
ment Israel’s reputation as the “Start-
Up Nation.” Collaborative innovation 
funds and research partnerships in 
cyber security, artificial intelligence, 
biotechnology, and renewable energy 
illustrate a forward-looking dimen-
sion of  the relationship. In the global 
knowledge economy, such alliances 
transcend geography and contrib-
ute to technological resilience. From 
agriculture to artificial intelligence, 
from counter-terrorism to space coop-
eration, the relationship has grown 
beyond mere diplomatic engagement 

into a robust strategic convergence 
that influences regional balances of  
power and global governance debates.

The geopolitical implications 
of  India–Israel friendship extend 
beyond bilateral interests. In West 
Asia, India has traditionally balanced 
relations among competing regional 
actors, including Gulf  Arab states and 
Iran. The normalization agreements 
between Israel and several Arab coun-
tries have opened new possibilities for 
multilateral engagement. Platforms 
such as the I2U2 grouping—compris-
ing India, Israel, the United States, 
and the United Arab Emirates—reflect 
emerging minilateral frameworks 
aimed at economic cooperation and 
regional stability. These arrangements 
signal a shift toward pragmatic, issue-
based coalitions in global diplomacy.

India’s relations with Israel also 
intersect with its broader ties to the 
United States. Israel has long been a 
key American ally, and the triangular 
dynamic among India, Israel, and the 
United States strengthens strategic 
coordination in areas such as mari-

time security, cyber defense, and tech-
nological standards. At the same time, 
India maintains strategic autonomy, 
ensuring that its partnership with 
Israel does not compromise its inde-
pendent foreign policy stance. This 
delicate balancing act underscores 
India’s evolving role as a major power 
capable of  engaging multiple poles 
simultaneously.The fight against ter-
rorism constitutes a shared existential 
concern. Both India and Israel have 
endured attacks targeting civilians 
and state institutions. Intelligence-
sharing, joint training programs, 
and homeland security cooperation 
enhance both countries’ capabilities 
to respond to evolving threats. In 
the global context, this collabora-
tion contributes to counter-terrorism 
frameworks and strengthens norms 
against violent extremism. It also dem-
onstrates how countries facing similar 
security challenges can pool expertise 
to safeguard democratic societies.

Cultural and people-to-people ties 
add a softer yet meaningful layer to 
the relationship. The Jewish commu-
nity in India, though small, has lived 
for centuries without experiencing 
systemic persecution. This history of  
coexistence forms a moral foundation 
for contemporary ties. Indian culture, 
cinema, and yoga enjoy popularity in 

Israel, while Israeli tourists frequent-
ly visit India, especially regions like 
Goa and Himachal Pradesh. Academ-
ic exchanges and student collabora-
tions further broaden mutual under-
standing. Such societal interactions 
humanize diplomacy and ensure that 
strategic ties are anchored in cultural 
empathy.

Energy security and economic 
diversification also shape the partner-
ship. While trade volumes have grown 
significantly since 1992, there remains 
potential for expansion, particularly 
in high-value sectors such as defense 
manufacturing, pharmaceuticals, 
and digital services. The integration 
of  supply chains and joint ventures 
enhances resilience in a fragmented 
global economy. As geopolitical rival-
ries reshape trade patterns, diversi-
fied partnerships like that between 
India and Israel gain greater strate-
gic relevance.The global significance 
of  India–Israel friendship also lies in 
its symbolic dimension. It represents 
the convergence of  two post-colonial 
democracies that have navigated 

complex security environments while 
maintaining pluralistic institutions. 
In a world witnessing democratic 
backsliding in some regions, the part-
nership underscores the importance 
of  shared values alongside strategic 
interests. Though each country faces 
internal debates and policy challenges, 
their cooperation signals a commit-
ment to democratic resilience and 
technological progress.

At the same time, the relationship 
must navigate sensitivities. India con-
tinues to support a two-state solution 
to the Israeli–Palestinian conflict, 
advocating peaceful negotiations and 
respect for international law. Balanc-
ing solidarity with Israel and long-
standing support for Palestinian aspi-
rations requires diplomatic finesse. 
India’s engagement with both sides 
reflects its broader foreign policy prin-
ciple of  multi-alignment rather than 
rigid alliances.

Looking ahead, emerging domains 
such as space cooperation and quan-
tum technologies may define the 
next phase of  collaboration. Israel’s 
advancements in satellite technol-
ogy and India’s successful space mis-
sions create opportunities for joint 
research and commercial ventures. 
Cooperation in climate innovation, 
green hydrogen, and digital public 
infrastructure could further enhance 
global impact. By pooling expertise, 
both nations can contribute solutions 
to challenges that transcend national 
borders.The India–Israel friendship 
thus exemplifies how bilateral rela-
tionships can evolve into strategic 
partnerships with global implications. 
It integrates defense and development, 
technology and tradition, realism and 
idealism.

Ultimately, the global significance 
of  India–Israel ties rests not merely 
in arms deals or trade figures but in 
their shared pursuit of  innovation, 
security, and sustainable progress. 
As the twenty-first century unfolds, 
their cooperation is likely to shape 
debates on technology governance, 
counter-terrorism, water manage-
ment, and regional connectivity. In 
bridging South Asia and West Asia, 
the friendship contributes to a more 
interconnected and multipolar world 
order—one in which collaborative 
strength, rather than ideological rigid-
ity, defines the path forward.

Symbolically, the timing of  the JWG 
meetings often coincides with high 
level diplomatic exchanges. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s historic 
visit to Israel in 2017 marked a turning 
point, elevating the relationship from 
transactional defense cooperation to 
a broader strategic partnership. Since 
then, counter terrorism has remained 
a central pillar of  bilateral ties, along-
side trade, agriculture, and innova-
tion.Critics sometimes argue that such 
partnerships risk being perceived as 
militaristic. However, India and Israel 
have consistently framed their coop-
eration within the language of  secu-
rity and peace. Their joint venture is 
not about aggression but about safe-
guarding citizens from indiscriminate 
violence. By investing in technology, 
intelligence, and judicial cooperation, 
they aim to create a framework that 
can serve as a model for other nations 
confronting similar threats.

Looking ahead, the India Israel 
partnership is likely to deepen further. 
With terrorism becoming increasingly 
sophisticated—leveraging digital plat-
forms, encrypted communications, and 
autonomous technologies—the need for 
collaboration is more urgent than ever. 
Both nations are aware that compla-
cency is dangerous. Their joint venture 
against terrorism is not a static agree-
ment but a dynamic process, constantly 
adapting to new realities. In conclusion, 
the India Israel counter terrorism part-
nership exemplifies how nations with 
different histories and geographies 
can unite against a common threat. It 
blends India’s operational experience 
with Israel’s technological prowess, cre-
ating a formidable alliance that address-
es both immediate dangers and future 
challenges. More importantly, it sends 
a powerful message to the world: terror-
ism cannot be defeated in isolation. Only 
through cooperation, innovation, and 
unwavering commitment can nations 
hope to secure peace for their citizens.

APJ Abdul Kalam Awardee 
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A historic 
milestone 
occurred in 

2017 when Indian 
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi visited 
Israel, becoming the 
first Indian Prime 
Minister to do so. 
The visit symbolized 
a de-hyphenation of  
India’s Middle East 
policy, separating 
its engagement with 
Israel from its rela-
tions with Palestine. 
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Ideas In Classroom
upon the Universities to aspire to move beyond their tradi-

tional role as custodians of  knowledge- evolving into vibrant 
centers of  innovation, human development, and social trans-
formation.

“My Mantra is that Industry and Intellect should grow 
together. Our Universities should collaborate with Industry, 
innovators, research and development organisations to build 
Viksit Bharat and to ensure that the higher education cam-
puses and companies co-create the Future,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor stated that the technology 
evolves at breakneck speed. He said that the digital revolu-
tion, artificial intelligence, global realignments, and demands 
for new skills are redefining higher education.

“Possibilities for collaboration and innovation stretch end-
lessly. Careers being prepared for today may morph tomor-
row. Industries are reshaping. The real question isn't whether 
change will come, but whether we can sync with it. I believe 
those youth will surge ahead who possess critical thinking, 
core knowledge, and a resolve to lifelong learning.

Artificial Intelligence now permeates every field-health-
care, agriculture, finance, urban planning, governance. So, 
the question arises: Will technology serve human welfare or 
just profit? I see universities' campuses crafting that answer, 
where knowledge fuses with life's values,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor outlined three key priorities 
for the faculty members- “First, adaptability as every cur-
riculum's core skill. Second, seamless integration of  AI and 
emerging tech with human intelligence. Third, global and 
interdisciplinary collaboration. Modern challenges intercon-
nect so universities must shatter subject silos and mandate 
cross-disciplinary teamwork.”

The Lieutenant Governor highlighted that our goal is to 
become a fully developed nation by 2047.

“Viksit Bharat isn't a dream, but a resolve fuelled by hard 
work. It demands diligence, innovation, moral strength, and 
ceaseless invention-and this mission falls to our young genera-
tion,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor also congratulated all the medal 
winners and lauded the girl students for their dominant per-
formance.

He said that out of  239 gold medals, a staggering 186 are 
won by our daughters and of  the 164 PhDs awarded, 108 bear 
our daughters' names.

“No statement could more powerfully define the New India. 
This tells our people: Give daughters opportunity, encourage-
ment, and equal ground, and they don't just join—they lead, 
excel, and set new standards. To today's medalists and gradu-
ates: You are not just forging your futures—you are rewriting 
possibilities for every young woman next at Kashmir Univer-
sity,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The dignitaries also released the Kashmir University’s 
Profile on the occasion.

Shri Omar Abdullah, Chief  Minister; Ms Sakina Itoo, Min-
ister for Higher Education; Prof. Nilofer Khan, Vice Chan-
cellor, University of  Kashmir; Vice-Chancellors of  various 
Universities; HoDs of  different educational institutions, 
senior officials of  Civil and Police administration, faculty 
members, students and their parents attended the convoca-
tion ceremony.  

“Yah Hum Sabka Kashmir
and landmark infrastructure projects such as the Chenab 

Rail Bridge, the Vice-President said these initiatives create 
new opportunities and strengthen social harmony. He 
expressed hope that under the leadership of  the Lieutenant 
Governor and the Chief  Minister, Srinagar would emerge as 
the cleanest city in the country under the Swachhta Surve-
kshan.

Recalling his tenure as Governor of  Jharkhand, the Vice-
President shared that a delegation from Jammu & Kashmir 
had visited the state under the Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat 
initiative and was warmly received. He underlined that in a 
democracy, respecting the sentiments of  others is as impor-
tant as respecting one’s own sentiments, and such exchanges 
deepen national integration.

In his concluding remarks, the Vice-President urged the 
youth to stay away from drugs and use social media respon-
sibly. He reminded them that life will test their patience, 
courage and character beyond the classroom. Ending his 
address on a note of  unity and belonging, he said, “Yah na 
mera Kashmir hai, na tumhara Kashmir hai — yah hum 
sabka Kashmir hai.”

The ceremony was attended by the Lieutenant Governor 
of  Jammu & Kashmir and Chancellor of  the University of  
Kashmir, Shri Manoj Sinha; the Chief  Minister of  Jammu & 
Kashmir and Pro-Chancellor of  the University of  Kashmir, 
Shri Omar Abdullah; the Minister for Higher Education, J&K, 
Ms. Sakeena Masood Itoo; the Vice-Chancellor of  the Univer-
sity of  Kashmir, Prof. Nilofer Khan; senior faculty members, 
distinguished guests, parents and graduating students .

VP Enjoys Shikara
convocation on Thursday evening.
"I experienced the timeless charm, pristine waters, and 

breathtaking natural beauty of  Srinagar during a morning 
cruise on Dal Lake today," the vice president posted on his 
personal X handle.

The vice president said he was deeply impressed by the 
transformative changes taking place in Jammu and Kashmir, 
particularly in infrastructure development and improved 
connectivity.

"I appreciate the efforts of  the administration in promot-
ing eco-tourism, preserving natural heritage, and creating 
new livelihood opportunities for local communities," he said.

The vice president said these initiatives have not only 
given a boost to tourism but have also ushered in a "new era" 
of  peace, progress, and prosperity in Jammu and Kashmir.

J&K Emerging As
of  the University of  Kashmir, where Vice President of  

India C. P. Radhakrishnan was the Chief  Guest. Lieutenant 
Governor and Chancellor Manoj Sinha, Minister for Educa-
tion Sakina Itoo, Advisor to the CM Nasir Aslam Wani, Vice 
Chancellor Nilofer Khan, members of  the University Council, 
faculty and graduating students were present on the occasion.

Addressing the gathering, the Chief  Minister described the 
moment as pivotal, recalling that he had recently presented 
the 2026–27 Budget in the Legislative Assembly, terming it a 
“Fiscal Compass.” He said the budget was not merely a state-
ment of  accounts but a declaration of  intent to transform J&K 
into a modern, progressive and economically vibrant region.

“For too long, our economy was viewed through a narrow 
lens. We were ‘just’ tourism, or ‘just’ agriculture. But the J&K 
of  2026 is becoming a hub for Innovation and participatory 
governance,” he said.

Referring to the challenges faced in recent years, including 
the trauma of  2025 and the economic setbacks that followed, 
he said resilience had defined the people of  J&K. “My govern-
ment is focused on three pillars: Meritocracy, Sustainability, 
and Digital Sovereignty,” he asserted.

Urging students to honour the sacrifices behind their suc-
cess, he asked them to look towards their parents seated in 
the gallery and said the degree they were receiving belonged 

as much to them. Quoting Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be 
Upon Him), he reminded them, “Your Heaven lies under the 
feet of  your mother,” and said that as they walked across the 
stage, they were walking with the dreams and sacrifices of  
their elders. He also expressed gratitude to the faculty for 
mentoring students with discernment in an age of  informa-
tion overload.

Calling the convocation a day of  “succession,” the Chief  
Minister told the graduating students that they were suc-
ceeding the generations who kept the flame of  knowledge 
alive through difficult times and were now the torch-bearers 
of  the future. Quoting Kashmiri mystic poetess Lalleshwari 
(Lall Ded), he urged students to embark on the journey of  
self-realisation even as their formal education concluded.

He asked students to acknowledge the sacrifices of  their 
parents and expressed gratitude to faculty members for their 
contribution in shaping lives of  students.

Highlighting a key milestone, the Chief  Minister said that 
nearly 60 percent of  the degrees and medals at this year’s con-
vocation were earned by women. Terming it a powerful instru-
ment against poverty and instability, he said J&K had moved 
from “Women’s Welfare” to “Women-led Development.”

He said under the UMEED scheme, 7 lakh women had been 
organised into 80,000 Self-Help Groups, leading to the rise of  
“Lakhpati Didis” as financial anchors in their communities. 
He added that interest-free soft loans were being provided 
for women-led startups in manufacturing and IT sectors. He 
encouraged women graduates to aspire for leadership roles in 
civil services, biotechnology and be part of  global platforms.

“I want to see you in our civil services, leading our biotech 
labs, and representing us on the global stage. Your brilliance 
is the gold medal J&K wears today,” he said.

On tourism, the Chief  Minister said while it remains J&K’s 
lifeline, it must evolve. He stressed that reliance solely on 
destinations like Gulmarg and Pahalgam was not sufficient 
and highlighted the government’s push for border tourism 
in villages such as Keran, Gurez and Teetwal. He said nine 
new destinations were being developed in coordination with 
the Union Government to ensure benefits reach the last mile.

Emphasising sustainability, he said investments were being 
made in sustainable infrastructure, including artificial snow 
technology in Gulmarg and promotion of  eco-friendly accom-
modations, to protect the fragile environment. He called upon 
Environmental Science graduates to help create a “Green 
Standard” for Kashmiri hospitality.

Turning to agriculture, he described it as the cultural 
soul of  the people but stressed the need for transformation 
through a High-Density Revolution. He said technology and 
quality saplings were being provided to enable fruit exports 
to international markets. He urged Science and IT graduates 
to develop solutions such as real-time pest detection apps 
and blockchain-based traceability systems to authenticate 
products like Pampore saffron in global markets.

Articulating a “Saffron & Silicon” vision, he said J&K 
was being positioned as a data-friendly zone and an ideal 
destination for Green Data Centers, with a focus on creating 
job providers rather than job seekers.

Addressing concerns about employability, he said the 
administration was restructuring industrial policy to incen-
tivise knowledge-based industries and establish R&D centres 
within J&K so that graduates would not need to migrate to 
cities like Pune or Hyderabad for opportunities. Common 
Facilitation Centres were being developed to help young inno-
vators convert ideas into prototypes without heavy financial 
burdens.

The Chief  Minister also underscored the importance of  
mental health, stating that society had endured immense 
pressure and trauma. He said the government was expanding 
district-level counselling through Mission Youth and urged 
Psychology and Social Work graduates to help de-stigmatise 
conversations around mental well-being.

Reiterating his government’s commitment to a transparent 
and stable environment, he said recruitment reforms were 
aimed at replacing “Recommendation” with “Qualification,” 
ensuring merit remained the only currency.

Quoting Mahatma Gandhi’s call to “Be the change that 
you wish to see in the world,” he urged graduates to solve 
problems, confront injustice and pursue their dreams with 
resilience.

“The road from Naseem Bagh leads to the world,” he said, 
encouraging students to excel globally while preserving the 
spirit of  Kashmiriyat. Referring to the university’s motto, 
“Let us move from darkness to light,” he told the graduates, 
“Today, you are that light,” expressing confidence that they 
would lead Jammu & Kashmir towards a bright and digni-
fied future.

SED Keeps TET
SED had also said that JKBOSE shall develop and notify a 

detailed schedule for conduct of  TET.
“The board shall coordinate with NIC, School Education 

Department, Higher Education Department, Home Depart-
ment, and other concerned authorities for logistical, technical 
and security arrangements,” it reads.

It had also said that the board shall ensure alignment of  
syllabus and examination standards with the guidelines of  the 
National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) with suitable 
contextual modifications.

In the previous order, SED while referring to the returned 
and the findings with advice that was sought from the Depart-
ment of  Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs, UT of  J&K 
said that if  any of  such teachers fail to qualify the TET within 
the time that we have allowed, they shall have to quit service. 
They may be compulsorily retired; and paid whatever termi-
nal benefits they are entitled to—(KNO)

Above-Normal Feb
coupled with a significant precipitation deficit this month, 

has begun to reflect on the ground. Horticulture experts said 
several fruit trees and ornamental plants in the Valley are 
showing signs of  early budding and flowering, weeks ahead 
of  their usual schedule.

They said the reduced chill period has shortened dormancy 
in apple and other temperate fruit crops, potentially disturb-
ing their natural growth cycle. Any sudden cold spell at this 
stage, they cautioned, could affect flowering, fruit setting 
and overall yield.

Farmers have also reported accelerated vegetative growth 
in some seasonal crops, raising concerns about long-term crop 
health if  dry and warm conditions persist—(KNO)

Terror Graph Declining
due to security considerations.
Lt Gen Katiyar alleged that infiltration attempts continue 

to receive backing from across the border. “We believe the 
Pakistan Army is supporting infiltration. The terrorists are 
coming after training, and there is a possibility that the Paki-
stan Army may be helping in their training,” he said.

He further accused Pakistan’s military leadership of  per-
petuating confrontation to retain domestic relevance. “Their 
relevance comes through a state of  confrontation with India. 
Despite repeated peace efforts from our side, they keep doing 
something to keep this confrontation alive,” he said.

Dismissing nuclear threats as a pressure tactic, Lt Gen 
Katiyar asserted that the Indian Army would not be deterred 
in safeguarding national security.

“We see it as a bogey meant to prevent us from taking 
strong action. We will not get deterred by nuclear threats,” 
he said.

Referring to Operation Sindoor, he said Pakistan had issued 
nuclear warnings while simultaneously seeking a ceasefire. 
“During Operation Sindoor, they desperately sought a cease-
fire while issuing nuclear threats. We ignored those threats. 
This time, we are better prepared, with a clear future plan,” 
he stated.

On the possibility of  another retaliatory action, he said 
Pakistan had been taught a “very strong lesson” and any 
renewed provocation would invite a stronger response. “Our 
preparations are ongoing. If  they do not understand this 
lesson and create conflict conditions again due to their inter-
nal reasons, we will respond in an even better and stronger 
manner,” he said.

Asked about the scale of  a potential future response, the 
Army Commander said, “The response will be stronger than 
what we have done earlier. How far we go and at what level 
depends on the situation at that time, but we are very clear 
that it will be harsher than last time.”

Clarifying claims about foreign mediation during Opera-
tion Sindoor, Lt Gen Katiyar outlined the sequence of  events. 
“After the attack on May 7, 2025, our DGMO conveyed that we 
had completed our action and wanted to talk. They refused. 
Fighting continued for 88 hours. After extensive damage to 
their military bases, their DGMO approached ours, and it 
was during that conversation that the ceasefire draft was 
prepared. After deliberations, our government accepted the 
request,” he said.

Rejecting suggestions that civilian areas were targeted, he 
said the operation was precise and objective-driven. “We did 
not target any civilian areas. We initially targeted only terror-
ist bases. When Pakistan attacked our military stations, we 
responded by attacking their military stations and air bases.”

Reiterating the Army’s preparedness, Lt Gen Katiyar said 
operational readiness must serve as a deterrent. “Our prepa-
ration must be such that the enemy thinks ten times before 
undertaking any untoward act," he said.

Lt General Katiyar said the Indian Army is set to induct dedi-
cated drone platoons across infantry, artillery and armoured 
regiments while expanding specialised ‘Bhairav’ units to 
strengthen deep-strike and special operations capabilities.

He said the Army has restructured its formations in recog-
nition of  the growing importance of  drones and autonomous 
systems in modern warfare.

Lt General Katiyar said dedicated 'Ashni' drone platoons— 
small sub-units within infantry battalions — have already 
been created, and similar specialised platoons will now be 
raised in every regiment, including artillery and armoured 
units.

The Army Commander noted that these platoons have 
developed expertise in drone operations, adding that every 
regiment will have a component specialising in drone warfare. 
Drone integration, he said, has been carried out down to the 
smallest sub-units, reflecting a shift toward networked and 
technology-driven combat.

Highlighting operational readiness, Lt Gen Katiyar said 
future conflicts are likely to demand swift, precise action 
both to protect troops and to conduct accurate strikes against 
hostile targets. The expansion of  drone capabilities is aimed 
at enhancing surveillance, reconnaissance and precision 
engagement capacity across formations.

He added that most of  the drones recently showcased 
during a military demonstration were manufactured in West-
ern Command workshops. The Army has begun fabricating 
drones in-house at scale, tailoring them to specific operational 
requirements. According to him, in-house production allows 
the Army to align technology development with field realities 
and evolving battlefield needs.

Alongside drone expansion, the Army is strengthening its 
specialised ‘Bhairav’ battalions, which are being structured 
as agile, light commando forces capable of  operating indepen-
dently in hostile territory.

Lt Gen Katiyar said these battalions are intended to 
enhance strike and special operations capability, particularly 
in scenarios requiring deep penetration and rapid execution. 
Future battlefields, he indicated, would rely increasingly on 
small, mobile teams capable of  precision tasks beyond con-
ventional frontlines.

The ‘Bhairav’ units are expected to be employed for deep 
operations inside adversary territory as part of  an integrated 
operational framework.

People of  Pathankot wakeup with unusual sounds of  blasts 
and hovering of  fighter aircrafts in the skies on Thursday 
morning as Western Command turned its annual investiture 
ceremony into a full-scale battlefield simulation at Dhyan 
Chand Stadium, Mamun Military Station, sending a strong 
message on combat readiness and future warfighting capa-
bilities.

The ceremony was presided over by Western Command, 
Army Commander Manoj Kumar Katiyar, it combined mil-
itary honours with an elaborate Operational and Combat 
Capability Demonstration, transforming the stadium into 
a live war zone for over an hour. The event was attended by 
senior military officials, civil administration representatives, 
police and paramilitary officers, veterans, families and local 
civilians.

Breaking away from the traditional hall-based format, Lt 
Gen Katiyar said the decision to hold the ceremony in a field 
environment reflected the Army’s combat-focused mindset.

“Instead of  a ceremonial display, we showcased modern 
equipment and operational capabilities. This is our way of  
thanking the units that performed exceptionally well during 
Operation Sindoor,” he said. Units were honoured for exem-
plary service during Operation Sindoor and Operation Rahat, 
reinforcing what the Army Commander described as a culture 
of  “courage, professionalism and selfless service.”

The highlight of  the demonstration was the debut perfor-
mance of  the elite Bhairav Battalion, a newly raised light com-
mando force designed to bridge the gap between conventional 
infantry and Para Special Forces. The battalion executed coor-
dinated heliborne assaults, anti-terror strikes and simulated 
deep-penetration missions. Robotic mules, sniffer dogs and 
small assault teams demolished a mock terror hideout amid 
controlled blasts and live-fire manoeuvres.

“These specialised battalions will enhance our strike and 
special operations capability. In coming times, small, agile 
teams capable of  penetrating deep into hostile territory will 
be decisive,” Lt Gen Katiyar said.

A swarm of  indigenous drones dominated the skyline, 
including long-range UAVs with ranges exceeding 100 km. 
Missile-armed unmanned systems, surveillance drones and 
loitering munitions showcased precision strike capabilities.

The Army Commander announced the raising of  dedi-
cated “Ashni” drone platoons across infantry, artillery and 
armoured regiments.

“We realised the use of  drones is extremely important. 
Therefore, we have integrated drone usage across all units, 
right down to the smallest sub-units,” he said.

The demonstration also featured battlefield digitisation and 
network-centric warfare systems, integrated multi-domain 
operations combining land, air and electronic warfare, Brah-
Mos and Akash missile batteries in simulated precision engage-
ments, Ajeya tank formations and latest field artillery guns, 
Apache attack helicopters providing aerial fire support, Multi-
sector drone swarms operated in sync with ground formations, 
reflecting Western Command’s ability to conduct deep precision 
engagements and shape the tactical battlefield.

Referring to past conflicts including 1971 and Kargil, Lt Gen 
Katiyar said the western neighbour had failed to learn lessons. 
“Operation Sindoor was another lesson. While we are commit-

ted to peace, any future provocation will be met with far more 
decisive action,” he warned. He stressed that the danger has 
not receded. “Our preparation must be greater than before, 
and the response stronger than in the past.”—(KNO)

Mughal Road To Reopen
manpower and machinery at vulnerable locations, par-

ticularly in avalanche-prone zones. Continuous monitoring 
of  these stretches will be carried out to mitigate risks such as 
landslides, shooting stones, and sudden snow slides.

The Senior Superintendents of  Police of  Poonch and Traf-
fic Rural Jammu, along with officials in Shopian, have been 
instructed to deploy sufficient personnel at key checkpoints, 
including Behramgalla, Bufliaz, and Poshana. These mea-
sures aim to regulate traffic flow, enforce timing restrictions, 
and prevent congestion on the narrow mountain road.

Residents from both sides of  the Pir Panchal range have 
welcomed the move, calling it a “lifeline” that reconnects 
families, facilitates trade, and reduces travel time between 
the Kashmir Valley and the Jammu region. Many expressed 
hope that the road will remain operational for the whole year 
very soon

The Mughal Road, officially designated as NH-701A, serves 
as an alternate route connecting Shopian in south Kashmir 
with Poonch and Rajouri districts in Jammu.

Apart from its strategic importance, the road also holds 
historical significance, tracing the route once used by Mughal 
emperors.

Commuters have been advised to plan their journeys care-
fully, stay updated with official traffic advisories, and avoid 
unnecessary travel during inclement weather conditions to 
ensure safety along the mountainous terrain—(KNO)

Earlier Stone-
from four days to nearly 15 days, with the addition of  a Fit 

India carnival and related activities.
While reaffirming the Government’s commitment to trans-

forming the region into a premier global winter sports hub, 
the Union Minister said, “Next Khelo India Winter Games in 
Gulmarg will be a 15-day festival.”  

He said, “The land of Kashmir has immense potential, Gulmarg 
will be the global hub for Winter Sports in the coming times,”

Mandaviya emphasized that sports have the power to unite 
society, foster sportsmanship, create harmony and drive 
development.

Reflecting on his interaction with athletes and coaches 
at Khelo India Centres in Jammu & Kashmir, he noted the 
remarkable sporting spirit emerging from the region.

In a bid to promote sports, culture and tourism and to make 
Gulmarg a “world-class tourism destination”, Mandaviya said 
the region’s potential needed to be fully explored. “I have 
travelled to 55 countries and also travelled to Switzerland in 
Europe. Today when I was on the highest slopes of  Pir Panjal 
and watched with awe the white beauty all around, it was 
simply breath-taking,” he said.

“I am all for a 15-day festival in Gulmarg. It will not only have 
all the components of  winter sports competition like skiing and 
snow mountaineering, it will also include a FIT India carnival 
and cultural programmes to give it a festive atmosphere. To 
explore the amazing potential of  the region, we need to do more 
to make a global tourism destination,” he added.

Mandaviya felicitated the Indian Army team for defending 
the Khelo India Winter Games championship title. Army won 
we medals, including nine golds, six silvers and eight bronze. 
Runners-up Himachal Pradesh (14 medals including six golds, 
seven silvers and one bronze) and No. 3 Haryana were also 
handed their trophies by the Union minister.

He reiterated that the Khelo Bharat Niti has been trans-
forming the face of  Indian sports. “Khelo Bharat Niti will fulfil 
the aspirations of  the youth of  India. Times have changed 
and there can be no politics in sports. Our policies are athlete 
centric and not built in favour of  national federations,” said 
Dr Mandaviya.

Praising the Jammu and Kashmir administration for suc-
cessfully conducting the Gulmarg leg of  KIWG 2026, Dr Man-
daviya congratulated all stakeholders, especially the security 
forces, for enabling a seamless Games.

The first phase of  KIWG 2026 were held in Ladakh from 
January 20-26. More than 900 athletes from 25 states and 
Union Territories took part in six different sports between 
Gulmarg and Leh.

The Union minister also said a National Centre of  Excel-
lence for winter sports will also be established in Jammu & 
Kashmir—(KNO)

Sadaqat-ul-Fitr
instead of  the fixed amount.
He said the charity should be distributed among the poor, 

destitute, needy relatives, orphans and travellers within local 
communities, and must not be given to mosques, khanqahs or 
political and religious organisations—(KNO)

Jaishankar Urges UN
especially when innocent lives are targeted.
“Confronting terrorism requires collective resolve, and 

we look at this Council and to the United Nations at large to 
advocate zero-tolerance for terrorist acts,” Jaishankar said.

Asserting that India's vision is rooted in the understanding 
that the insecurity of  any region, or the marginalisation of  
any group, eventually undermines the rights and well-being 
of  all, the minister said, “India approaches this Council with 
the conviction that human rights are best advanced through 
dialogue, capacity-building and genuine partnerships, and not 
by politicisation, selectivity or double standards.”

Jaishankar said India's humanitarian outreach has been 
guided by empathy rather than just geography. Whether 
through disaster relief, medical supplies, vaccines, food grains 
or development partnerships, India has been a dependable 
partner of  first resort for many, he added.

At the outset, Jaishankar drew attention to how India 
began the current High Level Segment as an elected member 
of  the Human Rights Council, and said, New Delhi's mandate 
reflects the trust and expectations of  the international com-
munity, especially of  partners in the Global South.

“For us, human rights are not abstract ideals, but an inte-
gral part of  our civilisational ethos of  Vasudhaiva Kutum-
bakam that sees the world as one family,” he added.

The minister underscored how in recent years, the dev-
astating impact of  pandemic, climate change, geopolitical 
tensions and economic stress have exacerbated existing ineq-
uities, and how, for many communities, these translate into 
lost years of  schooling, pressures on food and fuel security, 
and mounting debt burdens. “All these erode the promise of  
human rights and backsliding on the achievement of  Sustain-
able Development Goals,” Jaishankar added.

The minister also spoke about how India has been investing 
in developing human capacities at an unprecedented scale and 
how the Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) has enabled hun-
dreds of  millions to access welfare benefits, financial services 
and public schemes, with transparency and minimal leakage.

“Our DPI experience has also been shared as a global public 
good with our partners, reaffirming that technology can and 
must be a force multiplier for human rights, not a new fault 
line,” he added.
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India, Israel cement trade, investment & tech ties

Government of Jammu & Kashmir UT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER FLOOD 
SPILL CHANNEL DIVISION NARBAL

PIN No.193401
    Fax/Phone: 01951-260223  Email: javidahmakur.80821@jk.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
e- NIT No. 24 of  2025-26  Dated: 25 /02/2026 

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, e-tenders (in Single Cover System) on percentile basis 
are invited from approved and eligible contractors for the following works to be received by the Executive Engineer Flood Spill Channel Division 
Narbal.

S.No Name of Work Est. Cost
(₹. In Lacs)

Earnest 
Money

Cost of
T/Doc. (₹.)

Time of 
completion

Class of 
Contractor

M.H 
Account

01 Construction of retaining wall on right side of Doodhgan-
ga Nallah at village Wathora RD 26800m

₹.4.25 
Lacs 8500/- 400/- 12days DEE 2711 

(M&R)

02
Construction of toe crate tier over existing crate protec-
tion wall on both sides of Gogaldara Nallah at Budran 
RD 14780m.

₹.3.40 
Lacs 6800/- 300/- 10days DEE 2711 

(M&R)

Position of AAA =Accorded,   Position of TS = Sanctioned ,    Position of funds: (100% Budgetary provision 2025-26) 
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract 
and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www .jktenders. gov .in as per schedule of date given below:-

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice  25-02-2026

2. Period of downloading of
bidding documents  25-02-2026 from 1800 Hrs

3. Bid submission Start Date  25-02-2026 from 1800 Hrs
4. Bid Submission End Date  05-03-2026 upto 1400 Hrs

5. Date & time of opening of Bids  06-03-2026 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of the Executive Engineer Flood Spill Channel Division 
Narbal.

6 Submission of Performance 
Security (PS)

The bidder has to provide 5% of contract Cost   as Performance Security & Addl. performance secu-
rity as per circular issued by the J&K Finance Department vide No. FD-Code/441/2021-02-158 
dt:08/08/2025 within 7 days after opening of Financial Bid.

NOTE:-
1) The Bidders are advised to read all conditions laid down in the NIT carefully before uploaded softcopy any short fall if any found in the 

soft copy the tender shall be rejected
2) As per Circular issued by the Government of Jammu and Kashmir Civil Sectt. Finance department vide No.OM No.A/24(2017)-651 dtd. 

07-06-2018 which reads as under :-
a) Furnishing of Hard Copies of bids immediately after submission of E-tenders is dispensed with. The same should be obtained only from 

the Bidder who’s declared Ist Lowest (L-1) after opening of financial bids .
b) The Cost of tenders should be collected by uploading a copy of necessary Treasury Challan/Receipt.
1. Bids  must  be  accompanied  with  cost  of  Tender  document  in  shape  of  Treasury Challan/Receipt  (Debited  to  M.H.0701 –Rev. 

Misc)  and  Earnest  Money  in  the  shape of CDR/FDR in favour of Executive Engineer Flood Spill Channel Division Narbal failing which 
the tender will be rejected out rightly. The issuing date of CDR/FDR uploaded must  be  between issuing  date  to  Bid Submission end 
date  of  NIT.  CDR/FDR   (Earnest money/Bid security)  and  relevant  bid  documents shall  be  obtained  from  the lowest bidder before 
the fixation of contract.

32. All other terms and conditions same as laid down in the PWD Form-25 Double shall also remain in force.
   Sd/- 
FSCDN/CS/7523-44   Er. javaid Ahmad Kurpal
Dated:   25/02/2026    Executive Engineer
DIPK-11368-25 Flood Spill Channel Division
DT: 26/02/2026  Narbal.  

IANS 

TEL AVIV: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Israel’s Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
on Thursday emphasised the 
importance of  unlocking the 
full potential of  bilateral trade 
and investment between India 
and Israel, according to the 
joint statement issued after the 
successful conclusion of  the 
summit.

The Prime Ministers 
affirmed their commitment to 
integrating India's and Israel's 
advancements in AI, cybersecu-
rity, semiconductors, quantum 
computing, biotechnology, agri-
culture and water management, 
defence platforms, and space 
exploration.

This partnership strengthens 
India’s vision of  an ‘Atmanirb-
har and Viksit Bharat 2047’, 
aims to spark the next wave of  
technological transformation 
and shared progress of  both 
countries, the joint statement 
said.

The leaders acknowledged 
that Indian and Israeli capa-
bilities complement each other 
perfectly - Israel is a global 
powerhouse of  technology and 
innovation, India serves as a 
hub of  talent, manufacturing 
excellence and entrepreneurial 
energy.

They welcomed the signing 
of  the India-Israel Bilateral 
Investment Agreement by the 
two Finance Ministers in New 
Delhi in September 2025, which 
is expected to enhance inves-
tor confidence, promote great-
er two-way investments, and 
ensure transparency, predict-
ability, and protection through 
a clear framework of  treatment 
of  investment and an indepen-
dent dispute resolution mecha-
nism.

Both leaders asserted their 
commitment to the realisa-
tion of  the FTA Agreement 
between the two countries and 
tasked the negotiating teams to 
expedite the negotiations for an 
early signing of  an FTA.

The two leaders welcomed 
the strategic partnership in 
the financial-cyber domain. 
This collaboration will focus 
on enhancing the resilience 
of  the financial ecosystem 
through the exchange of  finan-
cial-cyber intelligence, joint 
development of  methodologies, 
and the performance of  multi-
lateral financial-cyber simula-
tions operationalised through 
Financial Computer Security 
Incident Response Teams of  
both countries.

Prime Minister Netanyahu 
appreciated India’s fintech revo-
lution, exemplified by the Uni-

fied Payments Interface (UPI), 
which is a world-class model 
for affordable, real-time cross-
border transactions. Both sides 
agreed to explore linking UPI 
with Israel’s fast payment system 
to enhance interoperability and 
strengthen economic ties.

The leaders noted that direct 
air connectivity is a basic build-
ing block that is essential for 
scaling the bilateral relation-
ship to new heights.

They expressed their desire 
to expand direct air connectiv-
ity between Tel Aviv and major 
Indian cities and encouraged 
both Indian and Israeli airlines 
to take up the opportunity to 

start direct flight operations 
between the two countries.

The leaders welcomed the 
launch of  the India–Israel 
Financial Dialogue to boost 
closer financial cooperation. 
Both leaders encouraged more 
Indian participation in the 
infrastructure sector of  Israel, 
particularly in light of  major 
upcoming projects in Israel in 
the sectors of  metro, rail, road, 
airports, desalination plants, 
and wastewater treatment 
plants.

The Prime Ministers 
reviewed the functioning of  
the India-Israel Industrial 
R&amp;D and Innovation Fund 

(I4F), jointly implemented by 
the Department of  Science and 
Technology of  India and the 
Israel Innovation Authority.

They agreed to further 
strengthen the operation-
al implementation of  the 
I4F mechanism, including 
enhanced outreach to industry 
and facilitation of  high-quality 
joint R&amp;D partnerships, in 
order to fully realise the Fund’s 
potential and expand impact-
ful cooperation between Indian 
and Israeli enterprises.

Acknowledging the suc-
cess of  the India-Israel Joint 
Research Calls (IIJRC), imple-
mented by the Department of  

Science and Technology (DST), 
India, and the Ministry of  Inno-
vation, Science and Technol-
ogy (MOST), Israel, the Prime 
Ministers agreed to increase 
the contribution of  both sides-
from the current USD 1 million 
to USD 1.5 million each.

The Prime Ministers recog-
nised the importance of  cre-
ating institutional support to 
advance joint innovation activi-
ties between the two countries.

In this context, they agreed 
to explore the development of  
Tech Gateway mechanisms 
to facilitate collaborative 
R&amp;D initiatives, technol-
ogy validation processes, pilot 
projects and joint development 
activities between Indian and 
Israeli innovation ecosystems.

The Prime Ministers recog-
nised the strategic importance 
of  Artificial Intelligence as a 
key driver of  innovation and 
agreed to deepen cooperation 
in AI talent and expertise.

They welcomed efforts 
to develop enabling frame-
works that strengthen link-
ages between AI professionals, 
research institutions and inno-
vative enterprises, including 
by facilitating professional col-
laboration and participation in 
leading innovation activities in 
both countries.

Recognising the advances 

made by Israel and India in 
artificial intelligence, both 
leaders welcomed the signing 
of  the MoU on Cooperation in 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and 
agreed to deepen collaboration 
in this frontier technology for 
the welfare of  their peoples.

The Prime Ministers wel-
comed the ongoing collabora-
tion between the Israel Space 
Agency (ISA) and the Indian 
Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO).

They emphasised the impor-
tance of  fostering greater coop-
eration between the two nations' 
space industries, encourag-
ing joint ventures, innovation 
partnerships, and knowledge 
exchange to drive progress in 
the global space sector.

Recognising the critical 
role of  water and agriculture 
in sustainable development, 
Prime Minister Modi and Prime 
Minister Netanyahu affirmed 
the importance of  efforts to 
strengthen the partnership in 
water and agriculture.

The partnership focuses on 
key areas of  water conserva-
tion, wastewater treatment and 
its reuse for agriculture, desali-
nation, water utility reforms, 
and the cleaning of  the Ganges 
and other rivers using advanced 
water technologies, the joint 
statement added.

PM Modi concludes landmark Israel 

visit, Netanyahu sees him off in 

another heartwarming gesture
IANS 

TEL AVIV: In yet anoth-
er special gesture, Israel 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and his wife 
Sara Netanyahu bid fare-
well to PM Narendra Modi 
at the Ben Gurion Airport 
in Tel Aviv as the visiting 
leader concluded his two-
day State Visit to the coun-
try on Thursday.

PM Modi and Netan-
yahu shared a warm hug 
and were engaged in a con-
versation before the former 
boarded the plane.

Netanyahu and the First 
Lady had also welcomed 
PM Modi on the tarmac on 
Wednesday as the Indian 
Prime Minister landed in 
the country on his second 
landmark visit.

Earlier in the day, PM 
Modi and Netanyahu held 
talks and agreed to elevate 
ties to Special Strategic 
Partnership. The two lead-
ers also discussed giving 
greater momentum to 
cooperation between India 
and Israel.

"Today’s discussions 
with PM Netanyahu were 
very fruitful. We’ve taken a 
historic decision to elevate 
our time-tested partner-
ship to a Special Strategic 
Partnership. This decision 
reflects the aspirations of  
the people of  both coun-
tries," PM Modi posted on 
X.

"We discussed giving 

new direction and greater 
momentum to our coopera-
tion. This includes econom-
ic and trade linkages. We 
have decided to establish 
a Critical and Emerging 
Technologies Partnership. 
This will accelerate coop-
eration in many futuristic 
areas," he added.

PM Modi termed agri-
culture as a key area where 
the two nations are work-
ing closely.

In a post on X, PM Modi 
wrote, "Agriculture is a key 
area where India and Israel 
are working closely. In 
today’s talks, it was decid-
ed to increase the number 
of  Centres of  Excellence to 
100. This will greatly ben-
efit farmers."

PM Modi also met the 
star cast of  the Jewish spy 
thriller series Fauda. While 
sharing the selfie with the 
star cast of  the series on X, 
PM Modi wrote, "Thankful-
ly, this interaction required 

only a selfie, no undercover 
work! Fauda."

PM Modi began the 
second day's engagements 
by calling on Israel Presi-
dent Isaac Herzog as both 
leaders discussed ways to 
further enhance coopera-
tion in education, start-
ups, innovation, tech and 
connectivity.

PM Modi and Herzog 
also planted a tree in the 
Presidential Gardens 
under the 'Ek Ped Maa Ke 
Naam' initiative.

"Ties of  warmth and 
goodwill! PM Narendra 
Modi called-on the Presi-
dent Isaac Herzog of  Israel, 
today. PM thanked Presi-
dent Herzog for his stead-
fast support in strengthen-
ing the special India-Israel 
Partnership. Both leaders 
explored avenues to fur-
ther enhance cooperation 
in education, start-ups, 
innovation, tech and con-
nectivity," Ministry of  

External Affairs (MEA) 
spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal stated on X.

"PM Narendra Modi 
planted a tree in the Presi-
dential Gardens under the 
‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’ ini-
tiative. PM also extended 
an invitation to President 
Herzog to visit India in the 
near future," he added.

Prior to meeting Israeli 
President, PM Modi visit-
ed the Yad Vashem World 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Centre in Jerusalem, 
laying a wreath at the 
memorial in memory of  
the Holocaust victims.

Prime Minister Modi 
was accompanied by Israeli 
PM Netanyahu and Yad 
Vashem Chairman Dani 
Dayan as he visited the 
Holocaust Memorial and 
Museum which perpetu-
ates and documents the 
Holocaust.

The visit included a tour 
of  the Book of  Names - a 
monumental installation 
containing the names of  
4.8 million Jewish victims 
of  the Holocaust - and a 
memorial ceremony in 
the Hall of  Remembrance. 
Prime Minister Modi also 
signed the Yad Vashem 
guest book.

PM Modi on Wednes-
day addressed a Special 
Plenary of  the Knesset in 
Jerusalem - the first such 
address by an Indian Prime 
Minister at the Israeli par-
liament.

Indian Railways to recruit over 5,000 
ex-servicemen as Pointsmen on contract basis

IANS 

NEW DELHI: Indian Rail-
ways will recruit more 
than 5,000 ex-servicemen 
as Pointsmen on a contract 
basis to quickly fill vacan-
cies, as part of  a new coop-
eration framework with 
the Indian Army aimed at 
supporting retired soldiers 
and Agniveers, Ministry of  
Railways said on Thursday.

The move comes under a 
newly introduced ‘Frame-
work of  Cooperation’ 
between the Railways and 
the Army to expand post-
retirement job opportuni-
ties for Agniveers and serv-
ing Army personnel transi-
tioning to civilian life.

The initiative is designed 
to ensure a smoother shift 
from military service to civil-
ian careers while creating a 
dedicated support system for 
retiring personnel.

Under the plan, the 
Ministry of  Railways has 
decided to hire ex-service-
men as Pointsmen across 
various zones on a con-
tractual basis until regular 
recruitment processes are 
completed.

More than 5,000 Level-1 
posts are currently being 
processed at the Zonal and 
Divisional levels. So far, 
nine Railway Divisions have 
signed Memorandums of  
Understanding (MoUs) with 

concerned Army organisa-
tions to facilitate the hiring 
process.

Army recruiting units 
have also been asked to 
actively coordinate with 
Railway Divisions to speed 
up appointments.

The broader framework 
highlights a shared commit-
ment to providing meaning-
ful second-career opportu-
nities to veterans while 
contributing to national 
development goals.

Welfare and resettle-
ment of  retired armed 
forces personnel already 
form an important part of  
Railway policy, the minis-
try said.

To support this, Indian 
Railways has provisioned 
10 per cent horizontal res-
ervation in Level-2 and 
above posts and 20 per cent 
in Level-1 posts for ex-ser-
vicemen.

In addition, 5 per cent 
reservation in Level-2 and 
above posts and 10 per 
cent in Level-1 posts have 
been earmarked for ex-
Agniveers.

In 2024 and 2025, a 
total of  14,788 posts were 
reserved for ex-servicemen 
in Railway vacancy notifi-
cations.

This included 6,485 posts 
in Level-1 and 8,303 posts in 
Level-2 and above catego-
ries, as per the ministry.

ED presents sanction order to prosecute P. 
Chidambaram in INX Media case in special court

IANS 

NEW DELHI:  The 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has placed the pros-
ecution sanction order 
received from the com-
petent authority against 
senior Congress leader 
and former Union Finance 
Minister P. Chidambaram 
in connection with the 
alleged INX Media money 
laundering case before the 
Special Rose Avenue Court 
in New Delhi, according to 
an official statement issued 
by the central anti-money 
laundering agency on 
Thursday.

The prosecution sanc-
tion order, which was 
obtained on February 10, 
2026, "has been placed 
before the Special Rouse 
Avenue Court to expedite 
the trial in the case," the 
ED statement said.

The ED had initiated 

an investigation under the 
Prevention of  Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA), 2002, 
based on an FIR dated May 
15, 2017, registered by the 
Central Bureau of  Inves-
tigation (CBI) against M/s 
INX Media Private Limited, 
M/s INX News Private Lim-
ited, Karti Chidambaram 
(P. Chidambaram's son), 
and others for offences 
punishable under Section 
120-B read with Section 420 
of  the Indian Penal Code, 
1860, along with Sections 

8, 13(2), and 13(1)(d) of  the 
Prevention of  Corruption 
Act, 1988.

According to the finan-
cial investigative agency, 
probe revealed that For-
eign Investment Promotion 
Board (FIPB) approval was 
granted to the INX Media 
Private Limited during the 
tenure of P. Chidambaram as 
the Union Finance Minister.

"In consideration for 
granting and subsequently 
regularising FIPB approv-
al, illegal gratification was 
demanded and received 
through entities benefi-
cially owned or controlled 
by Karti Chidambaram," 
the statement said.

The ED alleged that the 
illicit funds were routed 
through shell entities, 
including M/s Advan-
tage Strategic Consulting 
Private Limited (ASCPL) 
and associated companies 
under the direct or indirect 

control of  Karti Chidam-
baram.

Investigation also 
revealed that the funds 
were layered through 
complex financial trans-
actions across multiple 
jurisdictions without any 
genuine business activ-
ity and subsequently 
integrated through invest-
ments in companies such 
as M/s Vasan Health Care 
Private Limited and M/s 
AGS Health Care Private 
Limited, before being mul-
tiplied through share sales 
and overseas investments.

According to the ED, 
Karti Chidambaram and 
his close associates alleg-
edly acted on behalf  of  P. 
Chidambaram, interact-
ed with representatives 
of  INX Media regarding 
FIPB approvals, and col-
lected proceeds of  crime 
arising from the alleged 
arrangement.
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Movies Schedule
Friday, 27  Februaryth

O’ ROMEO (A)
HINDI WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES - 06:00PM

  VIYAAH KARTAARE DA (U/A 13+) 
PUNJABI - 03:25 PM

Ranji Trophy final: Mayank’s 
defiant 130* takes Karnataka 
to 220/5 at stumps against 
J&K on Day 3

IANS 

HUBLI (KARNATAKA): 
Opening batter Mayank 
Agarwal produced a mag-
nificent rearguard centu-
ry to anchor Karnataka’s 
resistance, but Jammu 
and Kashmir retained firm 
control on the proceedings 
at stumps on Day 3 of  the 
Ranji Trophy final at the 
Hubli Cricket Cround, the 
home side closing at 220/5 
in response to the visitors’ 
imposing first-innings total 
of  584.

Resuming the day with 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
lower-order at the crease, 
Karnataka struck early 
through Prasidh Krishna, 
who completed a superb 
five-wicket haul as the visi-
tors added 57 runs to their 
overnight tally. Valuable 
contributions from Sahil 
Lotra (72), Abid Mushtaq 
(28), and Yudhvir Singh 
Charak (30) helped push 
Jammu and Kashmir to 
a commanding 584, estab-
lishing a dominant plat-
form in the summit clash.

Facing a daunting defi-
cit, Karnataka began cau-
tiously but suffered an 
early setback when Auqib 
Nabi Dar removed KL 
Rahul before lunch, leav-
ing the hosts at 35/1. Nabi’s 
disciplined seam bowling 
and probing lines set the 
tone for Jammu and Kash-
mir’s relentless pressure.

The visitors tightened 
their grip further in a 
devastating post-lunch 
spell. Sunil Kumar struck 
soon after the interval, 
dismissing Devdutt Padik-
kal, before Nabi produced 
a sensational burst that 
turned the game decisive-
ly. The seamer removed 
Karun Nair and Smaran 
Ravichandran off  succes-
sive deliveries, reducing 
Karnataka to a precarious 
57/4 and threatening to 

trigger a collapse.
Amid the crisis, Mayank 

stood tall with an innings 
of  immense character and 
composure. Initially watch-
ful against the moving ball, 
he gradually asserted him-
self, rotating the strike effi-
ciently and punishing loose 
deliveries. His calm pres-
ence at the crease helped 
Karnataka regain some 
stability as he stitched 
together a crucial 105-run 
partnership with Shreyas 
Gopal.

Mayank brought up a 
resilient century in the final 
session, raising his bat to a 
warm reception from the 
home crowd, reaching the 
milestone with a single off  
Sahil Lotra. The landmark 
knock underlined his resolve 
on a surface on which bowl-
ers bending their backs were 
achieving a lot.

Jammu and Kashmir, 
however, struck back at a 
crucial juncture when Yud-
hvir Singh Charak trapped 

Gopal lbw for 27 with a 
sharp nip-backer, break-
ing the threatening stand 
and restoring momentum 
to the visitors.

Undeterred, Mayank 
continued to anchor the 
innings and found valuable 
support in Kruthik Krish-
na. The duo showed deter-
mination and discipline 
against a probing attack, 
ensuring Karnataka avoid-
ed further damage in the 
closing stages. Mayank 
survived a tense moment 
late in the day when wick-
etkeeper Kanhaiya Wad-
hawan dropped a chance 
off  Abid Mushtaq with the 
Karnataka opener on 124.

Mayank remained 
unbeaten on a superb 130 
off  207 deliveries at stumps, 
while Kruthik Krishna 
provided steady support 
with an unbeaten 27. Their 
unbroken stand carried 
Karnataka to 220/5, though 
the hosts still trail by 364 
runs and face the immedi-

ate challenge of  avoiding 
the follow-on.

Auqib was the standout 
bowler for J&amp;K, fin-
ishing with three key wick-
ets, while Sunil Kumar and 
Yudhvir chipped in with 
one apiece.

Despite Mayank’s heroic 
effort, Jammu and Kash-
mir remain firmly in com-
mand of  the contest after 
three days. Karnataka’s 
hopes now hinge heavily 
on the opener, whose resil-
ience will be crucial as they 
attempt to erase the deficit 
and keep their ambitions 
alive heading into Day 4.

Brief  scores:
Jammu &amp; Kash-

mir 584 all out (Shubham 
Pundir 121, Yawer Hassan 
88, Sahil Lotra 72, Kan-
haiya Wadhawan 70, Paras 
Dogra 70; Prasidh Krishna 
5-98) lead Karnataka 220/5 
in 69 overs (Mayank Agar-
wal 130 not out, Kruthik 
Krishna 27 not out; Auqib 
Nabi Dar 3-32) by 364 runs.

Ranji Trophy: DK hails J&K pacer 

Auqib Nabi as 'an absolute champion'
IANS 

HUBLI: Former Indian 
wicketkeeper Dinesh 
Karthik has heaped praise 
on Jammu and Kashmir's 
pacer Auqib Nabi Dar 
after his excellent per-
formance in the ongoing 
Ranji Trophy 2025-26 Final, 
where the right-arm pacer 
has dismantled Karna-
taka's top order by taking 
three wickets so far at the 
Hubli Cricket Ground on 
Thursday.

Karthik loved the deter-
mination of  Aaqib, who 
played all the matches in 
the ongoing tournament, 
weathered different con-
ditions and has taken 58 
wickets so far. He is one 
wicket away from becom-

ing the highest wicket-tak-
er in the current season.

"Watching this Ranji 
Trophy campaign and fol-
lowing it closely, one thing 
I can say for certain, for 
all the young boys and 
girls out there playing this 
sport and wanting to repre-
sent the country, do it the 
AAQIB NABI way. "I can't 
think of  any pacer/player 
in a long time doing what 
he's done," he wrote on X.

Karthik also feels that 
Auqib's focus and hard 
work in the domestic 
league can take him to the 
national team, adding that 
Aaqib is a champion and 
shared his best regards 
for the future. "Domina-
tion from start to end and 
almost single-handedly 

winning the domestic 
tournament that matters 
the most to get into the 
national side," he wrote.

"Fitness across the 

whole campaign, bowling 
those long spells and across 
different soils, weather 
conditions and whether 
there's been any help for 
a pacer or not, he's been 
there for his team with the 
belief  every time he's had 
the ball to STRIKE for his 
team.

"Hats off  to you AAQIB, 
you're an absolute cham-
pion and hope you get a 
lot of  success that comes 
your way and may you be 
the lesson on how it's done 
to break the doors through 
sheer will power, skill and 
resilience," he concluded.

Meanwhile, J&amp;K 
have scored 584 runs in 
their historic Ranji Trophy 
Final against Karnataka 
after winning the toss.

T20 WC: Ravindra picks 4-27 as NZ win 

by 61 runs, knock SL out of tournament
IANS 

COLOMBO: Batting all-
rounder Rachin Ravindra 
weaved a superb web with 
his crafty left-arm spin 
bowling to pick 4-27 as New 
Zealand crushed Sri Lanka 
by 61 runs to move closer in 
entering semi-finals of  the 
2026 Men’s T20 World Cup. 
The result also meant co-
hosts Sri Lanka were elimi-
nated from the tournament 
in front of  their home 
crowd at the R Premadasa 
Stadium on Wednesday.

Sri Lanka appeared 
favourites to win the Super 
Eights clash when they 
reduced New Zealand to 
84/6, but Mitchell Santner 
and Cole McConchie staged 
a remarkable turnaround 
with a record 84-run stand 
for the seventh wicket. 
Their late assault lifted 
New Zealand to 168/7, with 
70 runs coming in the final 
four overs.

Sri Lanka’s chase fal-
tered immediately as Matt 
Henry dismissed Pathum 
Nissanka on the first ball. 
Ravindra then took charge 
with his slower balls and 
flight to pick his career-

best figures in T20Is, as 
New Zealand’s spinners 
bowled 17 of  the 20 overs to 
exploit the dry conditions.

Sri Lanka never recov-
ered from the early blows, 
and saw the asking rate spi-
ralling beyond reach to end 
up at 107/8, as their cam-
paign ended in front of  a 
disappointed home crowd.

The victory has given 
New Zealand a signifi-
cant net run-rate boost, 
strengthening their posi-
tion in the race for the 
semi-finals. Pakistan now 
face a daunting task to 
qualify for the next stage, 

even if  they beat Sri Lanka 
and New Zealand lose to 
England.

Matt Henry struck with 
the very first ball of  the 
chase by knocking over 
Pathum Nissanka with 
a seaming delivery that 
breached his defence and 
dismissed him for a golden 
duck. Charith Asalanka 
briefly resisted before 
Henry returned to remove 
him with a miscued hoick 
to midwicket.

With Pavan Rathnayake 
and Kusal Mendis strug-
gling against tight lines 
from Santner and Lockie 

Ferguson, Sri Lanka 
crawled to 20/2 in power-
play, their second-lowest 
score in this phase in T20Is. 
The introduction of  Rachin 
Ravindra deepened Sri 
Lanka’s crisis, as he had 
Mendis and Rathnayake 
stumped in quick succes-
sion.

Captain Dasun Shana-
ka followed soon after, 
edging to backward point 
off  Ravindra, who had 
Dushan Hemantha per-
ishing tamely. Kamindu 
Mendis tried to counterat-
tack with inventive strokes 
in his 23-ball 21, including 
reverse sweeps and bound-
aries off  McConchie and 
Santner.

He added urgency along-
side Dunith Wellalage, but 
Santner dismissed him for 
31, by having him caught 
at cow corner. At 77/7, the 
chase was all but over. Wel-
lalage briefly entertained 
with a six and a flurry of  
strokes in a 23-ball 29, but 
Glenn Phillips dismissed 
him in the final over, as 
New Zealand completed a 
resounding victory which 
strengthens their push to 
enter the semi-finals.

Truck driver's daughter Renu Danu 

saw snow for the first time at 24, by 

26 she owned KIWG 2026
IANS 

GULMARG: The first time 
Renu Danu saw snow, she 
didn't touch it. She stud-
ied it as she stood on the 
slopes of  Gulmarg, the 
silence broken only by 
the crunch of  skis slicing 
across frozen earth.

The snow was not soft like 
in films. It did not care that 
she was 26, she was a con-
stable in the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) and had 
grown up in Haldwani, Utta-
rakhand, where winters were 
cold but never white.

Two years later, Renu 
stood on the podium with 
three silver medals around 
her neck at the Khelo India 
Winter Games 2026. Her's 
is not just a story about 
winning. It is a story about 
arrival.

Back home, her father 
drives trucks for a living. 
Renu’s mother keeps the 
house steady. One brother 
serves in the Air Force. 
Another runs a business. 
They understand sacrifice. 
They understand discipline. 
But they did not understand 
skiing. “They know cricket, 
football, volleyball,” Renu 
says with a smile. “They don’t 
understand what Nordic 
skiing is. They don't under-
stand what ski mountaineer-
ing is. They only see videos 
of me.”

In Haldwani, there were 
no ski tracks, no winter sport 
academies, no dreams shaped 
like mountains. There were 
only dusty grounds, where 
she ran races and played 
kabaddi, unknowingly build-
ing the endurance that would 
one day carry her across 
frozen valleys.

Sports was always there 
but opportunity was not. For 
her studies came first, life 
came first, and sport had to 
wait. In 2021, Renu joined the 
CRPF as a Constable General 
Duty. It was supposed to be a 
job, stability, and security. It 
became something else.

In 2024, Renu was posted 
to Srinagar. Kashmir intro-
duced her to a new geog-
raphy. And then, Gulmarg 
introduced her to herself. She 
trained for just one month 
before competing at the Khelo 
India Winter Games 2024. She 
did not win. She did not even 
come close. But she finished. 
For most athletes, finishing is 
routine. For Renu, finishing 
was defiance.

“I was new,” she says. “I 
didn’t know the techniques 
but I completed the races.”

In 2025, Renu returned 
stronger and finished fourth 
in a Nordic event. However, 
she won silver in Ski Moun-
taineering relay. The same 
year, she won gold at the 
National Winter Biathlon 

Championship in Gulmarg, 
racing through exhaustion, 
balancing speed with preci-
sion shooting.

Each year, she moved for-
ward, each year, the moun-
tain gave her more. This year, 
it gave her three silvers in 
women’s Nordic 15-km, wom-
en’s Nordic 1.5-km Sprint, 
and women’s Ski Mountain-
eering Relay. Three medals, 
three affirmations. This is 
proof that she belonged.

The Army’s High Altitude 
Warfare School became her 
classroom. Olympian coach 
Nadeem Iqbal taught her 
technique and CRPF coach 
K Shukla and team man-
ager Magesh K gave her 
something equally valuable 
- belief.

“When she came, she 
knew nothing about winter 
sports,” Shukla says. “But 
she worked harder than 
anyone. Her future is bright. I 
see her at the World Champi-
onships, even the Olympics.”

Discipline Renu already 
had, endurance she had built 
unknowingly, in childhood 
games. What she needed was 
exposure and now she has 
it. But she also sees what’s 
missing.

“We only get to train two 
months a year,” Renu says. 
“Imagine if  we could train all 
year. Imagine how good we 
could be.”

"Artificial snow tracks, 
better gyms, year-round 
training facilities," Renu 
wants not just for her, for 
everyone who comes after. 
Her ambitions now stretch 
beyond Gulmarg, beyond 
India. She wants to com-
pete in FIS races, World 
Championships, and the 
Olympics.


