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Blessed to have attended Idol Installation Ceremony
of Swami Satyamitranand Giri Ji Maharaj at his sacred
shrine in Haridwar. Spoke on profound economic,
cultural & spiritual renaissance in the country, which is
igniting a vibrant new consciousness in the society.
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Power Demand In
J&K Witnessing
Steady Rise: Centre

Umaisar Gul Ganaie

SRINAGAR: Electric-
ity demand in Jammu and
Kashmir has seen a steady
rise over the past three
years, while power supply
haslargely remained in sync
with demand, the Govern-
ment of India informed the
Lok Sabha on Thursday.

In a written reply to an
unstarred question (No.
1119), the Union Power Min-
istry, said that J&K'’s elec-
tricity requirement stood at
19,639 million units (MU) in

2022-23, of which 19,322 MU
was supplied.

In 2023-24, the require-
ment increased to 20,040
MU, with 19,763 MU supplied.
During 2024-25, the demand
further rose to 20,374 MU,
while supply remained close
at 20,283 MU.

For the current financial
year 2025-26 (up to December
2025), J&K recorded an elec-
tricity requirement of 14,874
MU, against which 14,862 MU
was supplied, indicating a
marginal gap.

The Ministry e P-06
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SRINAGAR: Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah
on Thursday said
that he will take up
the issue of reopen-
ing tourist places,
which were closed
after the Pahalgam

attack, with Union Min-
ister Amit Shah during

Will Raise Issue Of Re-Opening Of
Tourist Destination With Hm; CM

his visit to Jammu and
Kashmir.

Speaking in the Legis-
& lative Assembly, the
CM, said the time
has come to open
tourist places that
were closed in the
Kashmir Valley.
“It is a fact that
some areas were closed.
The time has e P-06

..Budget Session

J&K Assembly Passes Motion
Of Thanks On LG’s Address

GMK News Network

JAMMU: Jammu and Kash-
mir Legislative Assembly on
Thursday adopted the Motion
of Thanks on the Lieutenant
Governor’s address, deliv-
ered on February 2 in the
Legislative Assembly.

The Motion of Thanks was
moved by MLA Showkat Hus-
sain Ganie and seconded by
MLA Dr. Rameshwar Singh.

Leader of Opposition in
the House, Sunil kumar
Sharma, while participat-
ing in the discussion on the
Motion of Thanks, said that
it is the collective duty of
all members to work for the
progress and development of
people of Jammu and Kash-
mir. He emphasized that
people have high expecta-
tions from the government

and these asp1rat10ns must
be respected and addressed
sincerely.

Participating in the dis-
cussion, Legislator Engineer
Khurshied Ahmed appreci-
ated the government's devel-
opment works across vari-
ous sectors. He also urged
the government to allocate
five marlas of land to flood
victims. e P-06

World Acknowledges India’s Soft
Power, Spiritual Wealth: LG Sinha

Attends Idol Installation Ceremony Of Swami Satyamitranand Giri Ji Maharaj At Haridwar

GMK News Network

HARIDWAR: Asserting
that today the entire world
acknowledges and respects
India's soft power and its spiri-
tual wealth, Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Thursday
said that he is confident about
the country attaining the
status of a developed nation
by 2047.

“Since time immemorial,
our tradition has championed
the welfare of all humanity.
It has gifted us the expansive
vision of the world as one
family. Our ancient culture
has never sown division; it
has always championed unity,
individual bliss and prosper-
ity of all. We have redefined
spirituality, welfare of all and
patriotism for the world. India,
the cradle of the globe's most
advanced civilization and cul-
ture will guide the enduring
peace and harmony across the
world,” the Lieutenant Gover-
nor said while attending the
Idol Installation Ceremony of
Swami Satyamitranand Giri Ji
Maharaj at Haridwar in Devb-
hoomi Uttarakhand.

The Spiritual, Cultural, and

Sadguru Memorial Celebra-
tion was held under the guid-
ance of Swami Avdheshanand
Giri Ji Maharaj, Acharya
Mahamandaleshwar of Juna
Akhara.

In his address, the Lieuten-
ant Governor spoke on pro-
found economic, cultural and
spiritual renaissance in the
country, which is igniting a
vibrant new consciousness in
the society.

“With the blessings of
revered saints, people are

advancing steadfastly toward
the vision of building a
modern, transformed India,”
the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor
highlighted that the values
envisioned by our ancestors
millennia ago are now being
embraced worldwide, with
nations adopting the philoso-
phy of Vasudhaiva Kutum-
bakam-"the world is one
family"-as a beacon for peace
and harmony.

He said that, e P-06

LG spoke on the profound
economic, cultural and
spiritual renaissance in
the country=

With the blessings of
revered saints, people are
advancing steadfastly
toward the vision of
building a modern India

Since time immemorial,
our tradition has
championed the welfare
of all humanity

The values envisioned by
our ancestors millennia
ago are now being
embraced worldwide

Our ancient culture has
never sown division; it
has always championed
unity, individual bliss and
prosperity of all.

We have redefined
spirituality, welfare of all and
patriotism for the world.

“SINCE TIME IMMEMORIAL, OUR TRADITION HAS CHAMPIONED THE
WELFARE OF all humanity. It has gifted us the expansive vision of the world as one family. Our

HM Amit Shah
Arrives On 2-Day

Jammu Visit
Sajid Raina

JAMMU: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah
arrived on a 2-day Jammu
visit on Thursday night.
He landed at Jammu Tech-
nical Airport at 10:45 pm
and straight away drove
to Lok Bhavan.

An official said that
the Union Home Minister
during his 2-day visit will
review border security,
hold high-level security
meetings, and assess the
development scenario in
the Union Territory. He
will also interact with
families of martyrs and
participate in e P-06

J&K Economy
Grows 5.82% In
2025-26: Survey

Sajid Raina

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir’s economy is
projected to grow by 5.82
per cent in real terms in
2025-26, reflecting a steady
post-pandemic recov-
ery and improved fiscal
management, according
to theEconomic Survey
Report 2025-26 tabled in
the Legislative Assembly
on Thursday.

As per the report, the
Union Territory’s real
Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP) is esti-
mated to expand e P-06

23000 Jobs Outsourced In
J&K In 2-Years: Govt

For Selection Of Outsourcing Agencies, Departments Follow Procedure

Jahangeer Ganaie

SRINAGAR: Nearly 23000 jobs
were outsourced in Jammu and
Kashmir in the past two years,
Govt informed the Legislative
Assembly on Thursday.

In a written reply to the ques-
tion of MLA Sajad Ahmad Lone,
the Finance Minister, stated
that around 22,886 jobs were
outsourced. “The government
follows the procedures as laid
down in GFR-2017 for selection
of outsourcing agencies,” he
said, adding, “All outsourcing
is carried out through approved
mechanisms such as e-tender-
ing, GeM Portal and prescribed
Gol and UT guidelines to ensure
transparency and accountabil-
ity, besides improvement in effi-
ciency in delivery of services
and minimizing public spend-
ing. Further, manpower strength
can be adjusted as per work load,
project duration and seasonal or

scheme-based requirements."
He added that for selection
of outsourcing agencies, the
departments follow the proce-
dures as laid down in GFR-2017
and manual for procurement of
consultancy and other services
and the important provisions
of the RFP (Request for Propos-
al) have been laid down in the
manual for procurement of con-

sultancy and other services and
the departments are required to
follow the same.

"The jobs are outsourced in
terms of CSS guidelines or to
MoUs executed by the Depart-
ments. Besides, outsourced man-
power complements the work-
load of the Government in lesser
important assignments, rather
than replacing the e P-06

CS Consults NITI Aayog
For Stronger Food Safety
Regime In J&K

GMK News Network

JAMMU: Chief Secretary,
Atal Dulloo, Thursday
held high-level con-
sultative meeting
with Member, NITI
Aayog, Dr. V.K.
Paul, along with
senior experts and
advisors from the
Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India
(FSSAI), to deliberate on a
comprehensive strategy for
strengthening and augment-
ing food safety mechanisms
across the districts of J&K.
The meeting was attend-
ed by Secretary, Health &
Medical Education (H&ME);
Commissioner, Food and
Drug Administration (FDA);
Director, Food, Civil Sup-
plies & Consumer Affairs
(FCS&CA), Jammu/Kash-
mir; Commissioner, Jammu
Municipal Corporation

(JMC) and other concerned
senior officers.
During the discussions,

==, Dr. V.K. Paul shared

Py expert insights on

g4 ! framing a future-
} ready roadmap

aimed at ensuring
uncompromising
food safety stan-
dards across Jammu
and Kashmir. He,

along with FSSAI experts,
outlined a six-point strate-
gic framework to be pur-
sued in the coming months
for strengthening both
awareness and enforcement
mechanisms under the Food
Safety regime.

The roadmap emphasized
the launch of a vigorous
Information, Education and
Communication (IEC) cam-
paign to create widespread
public awareness about food
safety practices, consumer
rights, and statutory e P-06

‘Sahkar, Not Sarkar’

Amit Shah Launches Bharat Taxi,

Govt- Backed Rival To Uber, Ola

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: Union Home
and Cooperation Minis-
ter Amit Shah Thursday
launched Bharat Taxi in New
Delhi, a driver-owned coop-
erative ride-hailing platform
aimed at eliminating commis-
sions, improving driver earn-
ings, and offering affordable
fares in a market dominated
by private players.
Addressing the pro-
gramme, Union Home and
Cooperation Minister Amit
Shah said that under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi ji, the Minis-
try of Cooperation is develop-
ing an ownership-rights model
for people working in the
unorganised sector. He said

HRd *

that within three years, from
Kashmir to Kanyakumari and
from Dwarka to Kamakhya,
Sahakar Taxi will become a
very big medium for the wel-
fare of our taxi Sarathis. Shri
Shah said that when he first
raised the subject of Sahakar
Taxi before Parliament, many
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people—especially companies
connected with taxi opera-
tions—questioned why the
government was entering
the taxi sector. He said such
people do not know the dif-
ference between ‘Sahakar’
(cooperation) and ‘Sarkar’
(government). Shri Shah said

1the government is not enter-

ing the taxi sector; rather,
cooperation (Cooperation) is
entering the taxi sector.

HM Shah said that perhaps
for the first time in the whole
world, such a unique com-
pany is coming into existence
whose real owner is neither
any individual nor any exter-

“nal company, but the Sarathi
:who drives the taxi. Every
M Sarathi brother-sister associ-

ated with Sahakar Taxi is the
true owner of this cooperative
taxi society. He said this con-
cept will bring a fundamental
transformation in the life, self-
confidence, and economic con-
dition of the Sarathis who join
Sahakar Taxi. Shri Shah also
said that many such models
have succeeded in e P-06
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Cyber Forensic
Laboratory Available,
Functioning In J&K: MHA

AGENCIES

In 6-Years, 5 New Toll Plazas
Have Come Up In J&K: Gadkari

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: The Union Gov-
ernment has informed Parlia-
ment that a Cyber Forensic
Laboratory is available and
functioning in Jammu and
Kashmir as part of efforts to
strengthen digital crime inves-
tigation and forensic capabili-
ties in the Union Territory.

In a written reply to an
unstarred question in Lok
Sabha, the Ministry of Home
Affairs, said that the Central
Government is providing con-
tinued support for upgradation
of State and Union Territory
Forensic Science Laboratories,
including cyber forensic divi-
sions, under centrally funded
schemes.

The Ministry said that proj-
ects worth Rs 244.89 crore have
been approved for 30 States and
Union Territories under the
Nirbhaya-funded scheme for
strengthening DNA analysis
and cyber forensic capacities.
Jammu and Kashmir is among
the UTs where a cyber e P-06

SRINAGAR: The Govern-
ment of India on Wednesday
informed the Parliament
that five new toll (fee)
plazas have become
operational in
Jammu and
Kashmir
during the
past six finan-
cial years as
part of Nation-
al Highway
infrastructure
expansion.

In a written reply to
an unstarred question in
the Lok Sabha, Minister for
Road Transport and High-
ways Nitin Jairam Gad-
kari, said that fee plazas
are opened on completed
National Highway proj-
ects in accordance with
the National Highways Fee
(Determination of Rates
and Collection) Rules, 2008,
and the terms of conces-
sion agreements, including

prescribed distance norms
between plazas.

The Minister stated that
National Highway con-
struction across States and

Union Territories
has witnessed sig-
nificant growth

during the past
six years, with
w Ccumulative
construction
in Union Ter-
ritories, includ-
ing Jammu and
Kashmir, record-
ed at 1,874 kilome-

tres.

However, the government
clarified that fee plazas are
not opened arbitrarily, and
are established only after
completion of highway
projects and fulfillment of
mandatory conditions.

The reply also noted
that future toll plazas will
be set up strictly as per
rules, depending on project
completion and statutory
requirements—(KNO)
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DUBALI: In a moment of
immense national pride,
Indian educator and social
reformer Rouble Nagi has
been awarded the presti-
gious $1 million GEMS
Education Global Teacher
Prize 2026. This marks a
historic win for India,
coming after a gap of six
years since an Indian last
received the honour.

The announcement was
made at the World Govern-
ments Summit in Dubai,
where global leaders and
educationists gathered.
The award was presented
by His Highness Sheikh
Hamdan bin Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Crown Prince of Dubai
and Deputy Prime Minis-
ter of the UAE.

The prize, an initiative
of the Varkey Founda-
tion in collaboration with
UNESCO, recognises
Nagi’s two-decade-long
transformative work in
education through art-
led learning. Through

SRINAGAR: Amanjeet
Singh, State Coordina-
tor for Jammu & Kash-
mir of the Rouble Nagi
Art Foundation (RNAF),
Thursday extended his
most heartfelt congratu-
lations to renowned edu-
cator and social reformer
Rouble Nagi on her his-
toric achievement of win-
ning the $1 million GEMS
Education Global Teacher
Prize 2026.

In his congratulatory
message, Singh termed
this prestigious global
recognition a moment of
"immense pride for India,
for Jammu & Kashmir,
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her initiative Misaal India
and the Rouble Nagi Art
Foundation (RNAF), she
has established over 800
learning centres across
more than 100 slums and
villages in India.

Her innovative
approach transforms
abandoned walls into
large-scale interactive
murals that teach liter-
acy, numeracy, hygiene,
environmental aware-
ness, and life skills. This
unique methodology has
helped bring over one mil-

Rouble Nagi Wins S1 Million
Global Teacher Prize 2026

lion children into formal
education.

Expressing gratitude,
Rouble Nagi thanked the
leadership, the Varkey
Foundation, UNESCO,
and the jury. She stated
the honour strengthens
her resolve to continue
working for quality edu-
cation. The $1 million
prize money will be used
to establish a Skilling
Institute offering free
vocational and digital
training, furthering her
mission of empowering

and for the entire global
education community."

"This award is not just a
personal honour for Nagi,
but a powerful validation
of her transformative
vision," stated Amanjeet
Singh. "Her groundbreak-
ing work, which seamless-
ly blends art, education,
and social empowerment,
has redefined how learn-
ing can reach and uplift
the most marginalised
sections of our society.
Through the RNAF's ini-
tiatives in our region, we
have witnessed first-hand
the profound impact of
her methodology."

Amanjeet Singh Extends Congratulations on Historic Global Win

Singh highlighted that
Nagi's win brings unparal-
leled inspiration to every
grassroots educator, vol-
unteer, and stakeholder
associated with the foun-
dation's mission across
India. "Her two decades of
consistency, compassion,
and service-led leader-
ship, now recognised on
the world's biggest stage
for teachers, strengthens
our collective resolve
to continue this critical
work," he added.

The State Coordina-
tor commended Nagi's
dedication to channelling
the prize money towards

women and underserved
communities.

Sunny Varkey, Found-
er of the Global Teacher
Prize, hailed Nagi, saying,
“She represents the very
best of what teaching can
be... Her work strength-
ens not only individual
lives but entire communi-

ties.”
Stefania Giannini,
UNESCO Assistant Direc-

tor-General for Education,
commented, “Teachers
like Rouble remind us that
education can change the
course of a life.”
Drawing inspiration
from social reformer Savi-
tribai Phule, Nagi’s work
isrooted in empowerment
through education with-
out discrimination. She
dedicated the award to the
children of India and to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of ‘Viksit
Bharat’ (Developed India),
reaffirming her belief that
education-led empower-
ment is central to building
a developed, inclusive, and
self-reliant nation.

establishing a SKkilling
Institute, aligning with
the foundation's ongoing
efforts to empower women
and youth with vocational
and digital literacy.

"On behalf of the
entire RNAF team and
community in Jammu
& Kashmir, I congratu-
late our guiding force,
Rouble Nagi. This his-
toric win is a testament
to her unwavering belief
in every child's potential
and a celebration of the
power of education to
build a more equitable
and developed India,"
Singh concluded.

Ensure comprehensive
arrangements for Maha

T

‘%;

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In view of
the forthcoming festival
of Maha Shivratri being
celebrated by local Hindu
Community, Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir
Anshul Garg on Thurs-
day convened a meeting
of Deputy Commissioners
and Heads of Departments
to review and finalize com-
prehensive arrangements at
major temples and transit
camps across the Kashmir
Division for the facilitation
of the local minority com-
munity.

The meeting was
attended by Deputy
Commissioners, Senior
Superintendents of
Police, the Relief and
Rehabilitation Com-
missioner, religious
leaders and officers
from all concerned
civil departments.

Maha Shivratri, locally
known as Herath, is an
important religious festi-
val for Kashmiri Pandits
and will be celebrated on
February 15.

Addressing the meet-
ing, the Div Com directed
all the officers to ensure
detailed arrangements at
the major congregational
places and transit camps
across the division.

He emphasized the
availability of essential

Shivratri: DivCom to DCs

items including walnuts,
nadru, fish, marigold
flowers, and other festi-
val-related requirements
for the community. The
Food Safety Department
was instructed to conduct
intensive market-checking
drives to ensure the quality
and safety of edible goods.

The Div Com laid spe-
cial focus on arrange-
ments at the Shankara-
charya Temple, where
over 25,000 devotees are
expected to perform
religious rituals. He
directed departments to
ensure uninterrupted
power supply, adequate
water storage, proper
sanitation, replacement
of defunct streetlights,
decoration of approach
roads, deployment of
volunteers, floral decora-
tions at designated loca-
tions, and deputation of
magistrates.

Besides, he urged
concerned for making
adequate transport
arrangements, includ-
ing deployment of suffi-
cient buses, to facilitate
ferrying of devotees to
the temple.

Meanwhile, SSPs were
instructed to ensure fool-
proof security arrange-
ments at all identified
venues to ensure smooth
and peaceful conduct of
the festival.

Dir Agri inaugurates Two-
Day Training Programme
for Krishi Udhyamis

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a signifi-
cant step towards strength-
ening agri-entrepreneur-
ship and digital empower-
ment in the agriculture
sector, Director Agri-
culture, Kashmir, Sartaj
Ahmad Shah, Thursday
inaugurated a comprehen-
sive two-day training pro-
gramme for Krishi Udhya-
mis at the Directorate Hall,
Lalmandi, Srinagar.

The training pro-
gramme is designed to
build the capacities of
Krishi Udhyamis (Agri-
cultural Entrepreneurs)
across the Kashmir Divi-
sion with a focus on
enhancing their skills in
business management,
digital tools, and sustain-
able practices to promote
agri-based enterprises and
ensure long-term income
generation for rural youth
and farmers.

1 La

Addressing the partici-
pants, the Director empha-
sized the critical role of the
specially developed busi-
ness module for Krishi
Udhyamis. He highlighted
how this module serves as
a key driver for fostering
agri-entrepreneurship,
boosting productivity, and
creating viable income
opportunities in the agri-
culture sector.

The Director also under-
scored the importance of
the Kisan Khidmat Ghar
(KKG) App in streamlin-

ing agricultural services
and information delivery.
He called for effective and
seamless onboarding of
all Krishi Udhyamis onto
Common Service Centre
(CSC) platforms to enhance
digital service delivery,
improve accessibility to
government schemes, and
support farmers at the
grassroots level.

This initiative aligns
with the broader objectives
of the Holistic Agriculture
Development Programme
(HADP) and the Kisan
Khidmat Ghar scheme,
which aim to empower
local communities, create
self- employment oppor-
tunities for youth, and
transform agriculture into
a more efficient, technol-
ogy-driven, and profitable
sector.

The two-day pro-
gramme will cover essen-
tial topics including
capacity building, digital
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empowerment, effective
use of the KKG App, CSC
integration, business
planning, and sustain-
able growth strategies for
agri-enterprises.

The inauguration event
was attended by Ajaz
Hussain Dar, Chief Agri-
culture Officer, Srinagar,
along with his team; scien-
tists from

Krishi Vigyan Kendras
(KVKs); Krishi Udhyamis
from Srinagar district, and
representatives from the
CSC team.
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DC Sgr kick starts vaccination

programme for

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In connec-
tion with Hajj-2026, Deputy
Commissioner(DC) Sri-
nagar, Akshay Labroo on
Thursday kick started 3
days immunization/vacci-
nation programme for Hajj
pilgrims of Srinagar Dis-
trict here at Bait-ul-Hujaj
(Haj House), Bemina.
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Mir Imtiyaz Ul
Aziz, Chief Executive Offi-
cer, J&K Hajj House, Dr
Shujat, SDM West, Irfan
Bahadur, Chief Medical
Officer, Dr Tahir Sajad,
Tehsildar Shalteng, Rayees
Ahmad, Zonal Medical
Officer Batamaloo, Dr
Sameena, District Immu-
nization Officer and other
officers of Haj House were
present on the occasion.
During the visit, the DC
took stock of the vaccina-
tion process and inspected
the arrangements put in
place to facilitate the pil-
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grims of district and to
ensure smooth vaccination
of pilgrims.

While interacting with
the Hajj Pilgrims, the DC
greeted them for Holy pil-

Hajj pilgrims

grimage of Hajj-2026.

On the occasion, the DC
said that the vaccination is
aimed to protect the Hajj
pilgrims from various infec-
tions, ensure their health
and safety, and protect
them from any contagious
diseases. He emphasized on
ensuring seamless conduct
of the vaccination process.

The DC was informed
that the vaccinations
process is scheduled for
3 days from Wednesday
during which vaccine for
Meningococcal Meningitis,
Poliomyelitis and Seasonal
Influenza (SIV) are being
administered to the Hajj-
2026 Pilgrims for which
special counters have been
setup for smooth conduct.

The CEO, J&K Hajj
House, briefed the DC that
a total of 1173 pilgrims
from Srinagar district shall
be taking their pilgrimage
for Hajj-2026 and are being
vaccinated at Bait-ul-Hujaj
(Haj House), Bemina.

DC G'bal reviews arrangements

for Maha Shivratri, qu\madan

A

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Ganderbal,
Jatin Kishore Thursday
reviewed the prepared-
ness for the upcoming
Mahashivratri celebra-
tions and the holy month
of Ramadan, and issued
necessary directions to
ensure smooth and peace-
ful observance of both
occasions.

During the meeting, the
DC directed concerned
departments to make
comprehensive arrange-
ments for the occasion of
Mahashivratri.

He emphasized ensur-
ing adequate availability
of essential commodities
including fish, fresh fruits
and vegetables as well as
adequate distribution of
food grains.

He also stressed unin-
terrupted water and elec-
tricity supply in temples
and Pandit colonies.

The Floriculture
Department was directed
to ensure adequate supply
of flowers and proper deco-
ration of temples. Munici-
pality and Rural Develop-
ment Departments were
asked to carry out special
sanitation drives in and

around temples and other
congregation points.

The DC also directed to
ensure adequate security,
transport, fire safety and
medical arrangements.

Reviewing arrange-
ments for the holy month
of Ramadan, the DC
directed the KPDCL to
ensure uninterrupted
power supply during Sehri
and Iftari hours as well
as the Jal Shakti Depart-
ment to maintain regular
water supply, especially
to mosques and religious
shrines.

He also emphasized
adequate availability of
quality meat, poultry, food
grains, LPG cylinders and
other essential commodi-
ties across the district.

The DC instructed con-
cerned departments to
conduct special market
checking drives to curb
hoarding, profiteering
and overcharging, and to
ensure quality and safety
of essential items.

He further directed
launching special cleanli-
ness drives, particularly
around mosques, shrines,
markets, roads and drains,
with regular lifting of
waste to maintain a clean
and hygienic environment.

DC Kupwara distributes Ice Boxes

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: As part of
ongoing efforts to improve

post-harvest facilities in
i the fisheries sector, Deputy

Commissioner Kupwara,
Shrikant Suse in the pres-
ence of Assistant Director
Fisheries Kupwara, Dr.
Salman Rauf Chalkoo,
and other officials of Fish-
eries Department Kupwara
Thursday distributed 10

pairs of ice boxes (50 litres

+ 25 litres) among fish

{ farmers and members of
. the fishermen community

under the Jammu and
i Kashmir Competitive-
i ness Improvement Project

(JKCIP).
The ice boxes have been

provided to support effec-
i tive post-harvest manage-
 ment and to facilitate safe

storage and transportation
of fish produce. The initia-

| tive is aimed at reducing

spoilage and maintaining

the freshness and quality

of fish, which plays a vital
role in improving market-
ability and income levels
of fishermen and fish

{ farmers.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC highlighted

that the initiative is in

to strengthen Fisheries Sector

line with the Govern-
ment’s broader objective
of strengthening agricul-
ture and allied sectors and
improving the livelihoods
of people dependent on
them. He stressed that
such interventions help
fishermen avoid distress
sales and enable them
to access better market
opportunities.

The DC added that the
availability of ice boxes
would significantly reduce
post-harvest losses by pre-
venting bacterial growth
and physical damage to

fish. He noted that proper
icing and cold storage
immediately after harvest
is essential for ensuring
hygienic, handling and
supplying safe, fresh fish
to consumers.

The Assistant Director
Fisheries informed that the
use of modern ice boxes
will also help in strength-
ening the cold chain from
harvest to market, ensur-
ing better logistics and
consistent availability of
fresh fish in local markets.
He added that the initiative
encourages the adoption
of scientific post-harvest
practices among the fish-
ing community.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

ELECTRIC DIVISION- GANDERBAL.

Tel No. 0194-2416237 Fax No. 0194-2416237

e-TENDER ABBREVIATED NOTICE
e-NIT No. EDG/V/111 of 2025-26, dt:04.02.2026

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Executive Engineer,
Electric Division-Ganderbal invites online e-bids from registered A-Class Electrical Contractors/firms for as under:

S.No Particulars Estimated Cost (In Lacs)
Upgradation of old transformer into level 2" 100 KVA at
1 Cle e 2.37
Chichipati Hariganiwan-B.

The complete tender document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidder/tenderers
may view, download the e-Bid document, seek clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to the date and
time mentioned in the table below. Bidding Documents contain Qualifying Criteria for Bidders, Specifications,

Bill of Quantities, Terms and Conditions of Contract and other details.

Document

Date and Time of downloading/ Sale (Start) of Tender

04.02.2026; 16:00 Hrs

ii) |Date & Time of Download/ Sale (End) of Tender Document

25.02.2026; 16:00 Hrs

iii) |Date & Time of Bid Uploading (Start/End)

04.02.2026; 16:00 Hrs to 25.02.2026; 16:00 Hrs

iv) |Commercial/Technical Bid Opening Date & Time

26.02.2026 at 13:00 Hrs

v) [Financial Bid Opening

qualified bidders

Shall be declared later on for the technically

vi) [Venue of Commercial/ Technical Bid Opening

Electronically on J&K Government e-Procurement
System websitehttp://jktenders.gov.in

vii) |Cost of e-Bid document

Rs.200.00 (Rupees Two Hundred Only) (Non-
refundable) [Treasury Receipt/Demand Draft]

viii)

Amount of Earnest Money Deposit

Only)

Rs.4,800/= (Rupees Four Thousand Eight Hundred

DIPK-NB-3162-25
DT: 05/02/2026

Electric Division Ganderbal

Sd/-
Executive Engineer




@

@ facebook.com/NewspaperGMK % twitter.com/GMKashmir & www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

NEWS

Good Morning .
Kashmir

224 accident-prone black spots
identified on National Highways
in J&K, Ladakh: Gol

RIYAZ BHAT

Srinagar: The Govern-
ment of India on Wednes-
day informed the Lok
Sabha that 224 accident-
prone black spots have
been identified on National
Highways across the Union
Territories of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh, out
of which short-term rec-
tification has been com-
pleted at 170 locations and
long-term corrective mea-
sures at 62 spots.

The information, was
shared in a written reply
to an unstarred question
(No. 1124) raised by Dr
Bhola Singh regarding
road safety improvements
on National Highways.

Replying on behalf

of the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways,
Minister Nitin Jairam
Gadkari said that road
safety audits are conduct-
ed through independent
third-party experts at all
stages—design, construc-
tion and operation—to
identify causes of acci-
dents such as design defi-
ciencies, lack of signage,
poor lighting and traffic
management issues.

The Minister further
said that road safety is
an integral part of every
National Highway project,
with 2.21 to 15 per cent of
project cost earmarked for
safety-related measures,
depending on terrain and
structures involved—
(KNO)

Over 5.76 lakh smart meters
installed in J&K: Union

Power Ministry

SAJID RAIA

SRINAGAR: Over5.76lakh
smart meters have been
installed across Jammu
and Kashmir under the
Revamped Distribution
Sector Scheme (RDSS) till
January 2026, the Govern-
ment of India informed the
Lok Sabha on Thursday.

In a written reply to an
unstarred question (No.
1143) raised by Ashish
Dubey, the Union Ministry
of Power, said that smart
metering works have been
sanctioned for 14.97 lakh
connections in J&K, includ-
ing consumer meters, distri-
bution transformer meters
and feeder meters.

The ministry said that
prepaid smart metering

has helped improve billing
and collection efficiency,
reduce losses and strength-
en the financial health of
power distribution utilities.
Owing to reforms including
smart metering, Aggregate
Technical and Commercial
(AT&C) losses have declined
at the national level from
21.91 per cent in FY2021 to
15.04 per cent in FY2025.
The Ministry further
said that consumer aware-
ness programmes, includ-
ing pamphlet distribution,
public outreach campaigns
and local-language audio
announcements, are being
conducted to familiarise
consumers with smart pre-
paid meters and real-time
electricity consumption
tracking—(KNO)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah Thursday
informed the House that
the Government is working
to revise and simplify the
registration and renewal
procedures for tourism-
related establishments in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Chief Minister was
replying to supplementary
questions during the Ques-
tion Hour of the ongoing
Budget Session 2026-27 of the
J&K Legislative Assembly.

He said that the registra-
tion and renewal of Guest
Houses, Hotels, Homestays,
Travel Agencies, Adven-
ture Tour Operators and
other tourism-related
units are being carried out
online.

The Chief Minister
further stated that the
registration/renewal pro-
cess falls under the Public
Services Guarantee Act.
Upon completion of all
requisite formalities as
per the prescribed check-
list, applicants are assured
of approval within a stipu-
lated time frame of 30 days
through the online system.

Noting that the exist-
ing rules governing tour-
ism unit registration were
framed in 1978, the Chief
Minister said the Tourism
Department is in the pro-
cess of revising the Jammu
and Kashmir Tourist Trade
Rules to further simplify,
rationalize and streamline
the entire framework.

“The proposed revi-
sions aim to make the

BUDGET SESSION

CM assures simplified, time-
bound registration process

for tourism sector

process more transparent,
user-friendly and strictly
time-bound, thereby reduc-
ing procedural delays and
improving ease of doing
business in the tourism
sector,” he said.

Acknowledging con-
cerns raised by Members
regarding cumbersome
procedures, the Chief Min-
ister said the Government
is committed to ensuring
that timelines under the
Public Services Guarantee
Act are followed in letter
and spirit.

He also emphasized the
need to minimize unnec-
essary delays and reduce
the scope for malpractice
by exploring reforms such
as self-declaration mecha-
nisms and deemed approv-
als where permissions are
automatically granted if
not issued within a speci-
fied period.

The Chief Minister said
the revised guidelines will

comprehensively cover the
entire tourism ecosystem,
including Hotels, Home-
stays, Shikaras, House-
boats, Taxis and Buses.

Referring to the closure
of certain tourist areas
following the Pahalgam
attack, the Chief Minister
said efforts are underway
to reopen them. He added
that the matter is being
discussed with the Govern-
ment of India and assured
the House that the issue will
be taken up with the Union
Home Minister during his
forthcoming visit to Jammu
and Kashmir.

Earlier, the Chief Minis-
ter was replying to a starred
question raised by MLA
Khanyar Ali Mohammad
Sagar regarding the promo-
tion of the tourism sector.

He informed the House
that tourism continues
to be a significant source
of both direct and indi-
rect employment for local
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youth. He said the Depart-
ment of Tourism is active-
ly promoting the sector
through regular promo-
tional events and festivals
across the Union Territory.

“These initiatives create
diverse livelihood oppor-
tunities by engaging event
managers, transport oper-
ators, digital content cre-
ators, hospitality workers,
guides, artisans and other
service providers,” he said,
adding that such activities
contribute to entrepre-
neurship development and
sustainable employment
generation.

The Chief Minister also
said the Tourism Depart-
ment regularly outsources
assets such as cafeterias,
huts, parking areas and
entry ticketing, which pro-
vides further employment
opportunities.

He further noted that the
Government has notified
simplified procedural guide-
lines for the registration of
Homestays to encourage
community participation
in tourism, particularly
in border and rural areas,
thereby ensuring inclusive
and region-balanced tour-
ism development across
Jammu and Kashmir.

The supplementaries
were raised by Ali Moham-
mad Sagar, Altaf Ahmed
Kalloo, Nazir Ahmed
Khan, Salman Sagar,
Tanvir Sadiq, Farooq
Ahmed Shah, Saif ud din
Bhat, Shakti Raj Parihar,
Balwant Mankotia , Javid
Ahmed Mirchal and Niza-
muddin Bhat.

Govt committed to connect
every habitation with road
connectivity: Dy CM

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Deputy Chief
Minister, Surinder Choud-
hary Thursday said that
the government is com-
mitted to connect every
habitation with robust
road connectivity across
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter was replying to a ques-
tion raised by legislator
Javid Hassan Baig in the
Legislative Assembly.

He further informed that
a structured and phased
approach is being adopt-
ed for road development
through flagship schemes
such as PMGSY, CRIF,
NABARD (RIDF), and UT
Capex, in accordance with
the J&K Road Policy-2021.
He added that the planning,
sanctioning and execution
processes of projects under
these schemes are time
bound and subjected to reg-
ular reviews and monitor-
ing. This will ensure timely
completion and delivery of
safe, durable and all weather
road connectivity across the
Union Territory, he added.

The Deputy Chief Min-
ister said that under the
Supreme Court directions
for well maintained and safe
motorable roads, the Public
Works (R&B) Department is
undertaking construction,
upgradation and system-
atic maintenance of road
infrastructure across the
UT under various Central

Sector Schemes (CSS) and
UT Sector schemes.

He said that the J&K
Road Policy-2021 has been
notified to ensure assured
funding, transparency and
planned maintenance. He
added that the roads are
being planned and executed
as per IRC standards, with
in-built safety provisions
such as crash barriers, sig-
nage, road furniture, iden-
tification of accident-prone
locations and mandatory
maintenance during and
after construction.

The Deputy Chief Min-
ister also said that special
emphasis is being laid on
connectivity to remote,
hilly and inaccessible areas
to ensure equitable devel-
opment. He said that the
Directorate Investigation &
Quality Control (DIQC) wing
of the Public Works (R&B)
Department is mandated to
ensure planning excellence,
technical soundness and
uncompromising quality in
creation and maintenance of
road and bridge infrastruc-
ture. He added that the DIQC
is entrusted to ensure road
infrastructure across J&K
is safe, durable, reliable and
serviceable in all seasons,
thereby supporting econom-
ic activity, social inclusion
and regional integration.

The Deputy CM said
that DIQC is responsible
for technical vetting, quality
assurance and compliance
with prescribed standards.

Baba Reshi- Gulmarg road
project under review: Dy CM

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Deputy Chief
Minister, Surinder Choud-
hary, Thursday said that
the Detailed Project Report
(DPR) for construction of
Baba Reshi- Gulmarg Road
has been prepared at an esti-
mated cost of Rs. 40.34 crore.
He was replying to a ques-
tion raised by the Legislator
Irfan Hafiz Lone in the Leg-
islative Assembly today.
The Deputy Chief Min-

ister said that the project
is presently under exami-
nation. He informed that
the estimates for the bal-
ance work of up-gradation,
macadamization and com-
pletion of the Dandmouh-
Setrisem-Nagbal road is
under preparation stage.
However, the Deputy
Chief Minister said that
the work shall be taken
up under the appropriate
head of account, subject to
availability of resources.

'Fraudulent' appointment in SKIMS: J&K
Crime Branch files charge sheet

IANS

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir Crime Branch
said on Thursday that it
has filed a charge sheet in
the court of law against a
person illegally appointed
as Assistant Professor in
Sher-e-Kashmir Institute of
Medical Sciences (SKIMS),
Soura, Srinagar.

A statement issued by
the Crime Branch, Kashmir,
said, "The case pertains to
allegations that Ms. Afshan
Shabir, who was appointed
as Assistant Professor at
SKIMS Soura in 2019, is a
United Kingdom national
and an Overseas Citizen
of India (OCI) card holder,

thereby rendering her ineli-
gible for appointment to a
Government post."
Investigation revealed
that the accused applied for
the post pursuant to Adver-
tisement Notice No. 04 of 2015
as an in-service candidate
and submitted documents,
including a State Subject
Certificate, declaring her-
self to be an Indian citizen
and a permanent resident of
Jammu and Kashmir. Based
on these declarations, she
was selected and appointed.
During the course of
the investigation, official
records, including her ser-
vice book, personal file,
application form, and selec-
tion committee minutes,

Drug De-addiction rules near
finalization: Health Minister

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for Health
and Medical Education,
Sakeena Itoo, Thursday
informed the House that the
drug de-addiction rules are
currently being finalized and
are expected to be complet-
ed soon. Once implemented,
these rules are anticipated to
significantly enhance efforts
to combat the drug menace
across Jammu and Kashmir.
The Minister said this while
replying to a question on ‘Drug
De-addiction Centers’ raised
by Legislator Sham Lal Sharma
on behalf of Devyani Rana.
While speaking during the
question hour of the ongoing
Budget Session on various
supplementaries raised by
Legislators, the Minister said
that a billagainst drug menace
will also be broughtin the cur-
rent session to tackle this
rising social concern in J&K.
She said that Medical and
Chemist shops have been
strictly asked to install CCTVs
to keep check on sale of unau-
thorized drugs or medicines.
The Health Minister added
that it is collective duty of all
stakeholders including Leg-
islators to come together
and fight this evil, adding that
Home department has primary
role to play apart from Social

Welfare or Education depart-
ments.

She informed the house
that Drug De-addiction ser-
vices are being strengthened
across the Union Territory of
Jammu & Kashmir under the
Health & Medical Education
Department and Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan. As of now, no
new drug de-addiction centre
is under consideration in the
department, she added.

The Health Minister
apprised that as of 2025, 11
ATFs are functional in Kash-
mir Division at SKIMS Soura,
GMC Bemina Srinagar, GMC
Anantnag, GMC Baramulla,
GMC Handwara, District Hos-
pital Kulgam, District Hospi-
tal Shopian, District Hospital
Pulwama, District Hospital
Budgam, District Hospital
Ganderbal and District Hospi-
tal Bandipora, providing both
OPD and IPD services.

She also informed that
Addiction Treatment Facili-
ties (ATFs) are also available
in GMC Doda, GMC Jammu,
GMC Kathua, GMC AH Rajouri,
GMC AH Udhampur, District
Hospital Kishtwar, District
Hospital Poonch, District Hos-
pital Ramban, District Hospi-
tal Reasi providing both OPD
and IPD services besides DH
Samba functioning on OPD
basis.

were seized and examined.

It came to the fore that the
accused had acquired British
citizenship before her gov-
ernment service and alleg-
edly concealed this fact while
applying for and continuing
in Government service.

The accused admitted to
holding a British passport and
an OCI card. The investigation
established that by misrepre-
senting her citizenship status,
the accused fraudulently
secured a public post, causing
wrongful gain to herself and
corresponding loss to the Gov-
ernment, the statement read.

Shabir's services were
terminated vide Govern-
ment Order No. 23-SKIMS
of 2022 dated 20.08.2022, and

upon culmination of investi-
gation, the chargesheet was
produced before the compe-
tent court for judicial adjudi-
cation, the statement added.

The Jammu and Kashmir
Crime Branch and its Eco-
nomic Offences Wing (EOW)
are entrusted with the inves-
tigation of economic crimes
and those involving skills
and expertise of a higher
level, so that frauds commit-
ted by employing and misus-
ing technology are exposed
and brought to justice.

Such crimes need single-
minded attention and are
time-consuming for the police
personnel deployed on law and
order maintenance and inves-
tigation of "routine crimes".

Govt examining proposal to
develop new tourism areas
in Ramban: CM Omar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah Thursday
said that the Government
is examining a proposal
for development of new
tourism-worthy areas
in Jammu and Kashmir,
including several locations
in Ramban district.

The Chief Minister was
replying to a question
raised by MLA Banihal-
Gool in the Legislative
Assembly.

He informed that the
proposal under consider-
ation includes areas such
as Godagali, Nathatop,
Daggan Top, Neel Top,

Mahoo, Sarvadhar (Pogal
Paristan), Sargali Pogal,
Chanderkote, and Bhatni
Village.

The Chief Minister fur-
ther stated that develop-
mental works have already
been taken up in the Ban-
ihal-Gool constituency,
keeping in view the feasi-
bility reports prepared for
the region.

“For the financial
year 2025-26, an amount
of Rs. 117.27 lakh has
been allocated under
the Capex Budget for the
development of tourism
infrastructure in Bani-
hal-Gool constituency,”
he added.

Health Deptt refers over 2400 posts
to PSC, JKSSB for recruitment

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: The Jammu
and Kashmir Government
has reiterated its com-
mitment to strengthen
the healthcare system by
ensuring adequate avail-
ability of doctors, special-
ists, nurses and paramedi-
cal staff across the Union
Territory.

Acknowledging that
human resources form the
backbone of efficient and
quality health services, the
Health and Medical Educa-
tion Department has initi-
ated a large-scale recruit-
ment drive to address staff
shortages in government
health institutions.

Replying to a question
of MLA, G A Mir, Health
Minister, Sakina Itoo
stated: “The Government
recognizes importance of
availability of doctors, spe-
cialists, nurses and para-
medical staff for efficient
and proper health delivery
services.”

"The Department recent-
ly referred 480 posts of
Medical Officers to the J&K
Public Service Commis-
sion for recruitment. After
completion of the selection
process, the newly selected
doctors shall be posted to
far-flung/under-served
areas and health institu-
tions facing shortage of
staff, as per requirement
and policy in vogue,” she
said, adding, “Further, the
292 vacancies in the non-
gazetted/paramedical cat-
egory from the Directorate
of Family Welfare, Mater-
nity and Child Health
(MCH), and Immunization
have been referred to the
Jammu and Kashmir Ser-
vices Selection Board for
recruitment, which stands
advertised by the JKSSB
for making selection of
suitable candidates. Also
290 vacancies in the non-

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

JAMMU AND KASHMIR SERVIGES SELECTION BOARD

gazetted/paramedical cat-
egory from the Directorate
of Health Services Jammu
have also been referred to
the Jammu and Kashmir
Services Selection Board
(J&K SSB) for recruit-
ment. Besides 608 posts
of Directorate of Health
Services, Jammu are also
in the process of referral
to JKSSB for recruitment,
after having concurrence
of Finance Department,"
she said.

The Minister added that
802 non-gazetted, MTS
vacancies and Sanitation
Worker posts pertaining to
Directorate of Health Ser-
vices, Kashmir are under
examination in the depart-
ment for further referral to
JKSSB. These posts shall
be referred after having
concurrence of Finance
Department

"Contractual recruit-
ment of doctors and para-
medical staff is already
being undertaken under
the National Health Mis-
sion, J&K, which provides
a policy-approved mecha-
nism to address manpower
shortages at district and
block levels, especially in
far-flung and under-served
areas," she added.

"Recruitment at constitu-
ency or district level outside
the NHM framework is not
feasible, as appointments
to public posts must be
made strictly in accordance
with prescribed recruit-
ment rules and statutory
procedures. Any parallel
arrangement may lead to
administrative and legal
complications," she said
adding that the Department
continues to fill regular
posts through constitution-
al recruiting agencies, while
immediate gaps are bridged
through NHM contractual
engagements, ensuring
uninterrupted healthcare
services—(KNO)

Muthi Akhnoor Road, Jammu/ Zam Zam Complex Rambagh, Srinagar
(www.jkssb. nic. in)

Subject:

department.

to the candidates

Dated: 03.02.2026
DIPK-10636-25
DT: 05/02/2026

Conduct of Medicalexamination of provisionally selected candidatesforthepostsof Constable,
Armed/IRP/SDRF/Executive/Telecommunication, Home Department.

NOTIFICATION

Whereas, Jammu Kashmir Services Selection Board has notified Provisional Selection list for various posts of
"Constable" of Home department vide Notification No JKSSB-Scry/35/2025-03 (E-7802335) dated 05.12.2025 and
Notification No JKSSB-Scry/38/2025-03 (E-7823188) dated 02.01.2026 for a total of 3980 posts of constable in
Jammu and Kashmir Police, Home department advertised vide Notification No 01 0f2024 dated 16.07.2024, under
Item Nos., 01,02, 03, 05 and 06 respectively,
Whereas, the next mandatory stage of recruitment/selection process is medical examination of the provisionally
selected candidates which is to be conducted strictly in accordance with the prescribed norms of the indenting

Whereas, it has been observed that 325 candidates are common across the of aforesaid categories/posts. Therefore,
themedical examination of such common candidates will be conducted only once and the same Medical result will be
treated as valid for all the common relevant categories so as to avoid duplication of medical test and inconvenience

Accordingly, the candidates as figuring in Annexure A and B to this notification:
i. Shall report to the Medical Board at respective Hospital/GMC as per the details indicated against each for
their medical examination w.e.f. 06.02.2026.
ii. The Ex-Servicemen candidate shall also produce their discharge book before the respective medical board.
iii. It may be noted that mere calling for medical examination of the “provisionally” selected candidates, shall
not confer any right of final selection to the candidates.

By Order.

No. JKSSB-Scry/35/2025-03(E-7802335)

J8&K Services Selection Board

Sd/-
(Atul Kumar), JKAS
Secretary,

$CM K¢
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Roof For Roofless

n a significant relief for families
uprooted by nature’s fury, Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Thursday announced
that the government has approved
the allotment of five marlas of state land
to landless families rendered homeless
by natural calamities during 2025.
Replying in writing to a question by BJP
MLA Balwant Singh Mankotia in the Leg-
islative Assembly, the Chief Minister said
the decision was cleared by the Council
of Ministers and formalised through a
government order issued on January 2.
The move aims to provide stability and
dignity to families who lost everything
to floods, flash floods, landslides, cloud-
bursts and earthquakes.
Under the approved policy, eligible fami-
lies will receive five marlas of state land
strictly for residential purposes on a long-
term lease of 40 years. No premium will be
charged for the land, and beneficiaries will
only pay a nominal ground rent of Rs 10 per
marla annually. The lease period may be
extended further, subject to existing rules
and approval by the competent authority.
Sharing details of relief already extended,
Omar Abdullah informed the House that sub-
stantial financial assistance has been pro-
vided to families affected by flash floods and
landslides in Udhampur district. More than Rs
23.49 crore has been disbursed among over
6,400 affected families across Udhampur,
Chenani, Ramnagar and Latti-Marothi tehsils.
According to official figures, Udhampur
tehsil alone accounted for 2,666 families
who received around Rs 9.32 crore. In
Chenani, 1,208 families were sanctioned
relief exceeding Rs 5 crore, while 2,298
families in Ramnagar received assistance
amounting to Rs 7.86 crore. Another 277
families in Latti-Marothi tehsil were pro-
vided relief of over Rs 1 crore.
The Chief Minister said damage assess-
ments were carried out by field teams
on the ground and that all eligible cases
were verified strictly in accordance with
State Disaster Response Fund norms. He
added that the relief amount was trans-
ferred directly to beneficiaries through
prescribed financial channels to ensure
transparency and timely support.
Beyond immediate relief, Omar Abdullah
said the government has initiated long-
term rehabilitation measures to help
affected families.
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Patriotism, Pluralism, And

SHARIQ ADEEB ANSARI

n the vast and intricate tapestry of
India’s national identity, Vande Mata-
ram stands as one of the most evoca-
tive expressions of devotion to the
homeland. Composed in the late-nine-
teenth century by Bankim Chandra Chat-
terjee and later woven into his celebrated
novel Anandamath (1882), the song emerged
during a period of intense resistance to colo-
nial domination. Its verses do not merely
articulate political longing; they poetically
celebrate the land itself, its rivers, forests,
fertile soil, and enduring spirit, imagining
the nation as a nurturing, life-giving mother.
During the freedom struggle, Vande
Mataram transcended boundaries of caste,
creed, and community, becoming a rally-
ing cry for those who envisioned a free and
dignified India. From the Swadeshi Move-
ment of 1905, which mobilized mass resis-
tance against the partition of Bengal, to the
Non-Cooperation campaigns of the 1920s,
the song echoed through gatherings that
united Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, and others
in a common cause. Leaders across faith
traditions recited its lines as a pledge to
sovereignty, reinforcing its role as a secular
symbol of unity in the face of oppression.
Recognizing its unifying and civic charac-
ter, the Indian National Congress formally
adopted its first two stanzas in 1937, explic-
itly noting their descriptive and patriotic
nature, free from religious prescription or
ritual. These verses express gratitude to the
land and admiration for its people, senti-
ments that resonate universally rather than
theologically. After independence, Vande
Mataram was accorded the status of Nation-
al Song, standing alongside the National
Anthem as a symbol of shared belonging
and emotional connection. It continues to
stir collective memory, reminding citizens
of the sacrifices that shaped the republic.
Islamic Ethics and Love for the Home-
land
Islam, while universal in its moral vision,
places strong emphasis on ethical conduct,
social responsibility, and gratitude for one’s
surroundings. Loyalty to one’s place of resi-
dence, when expressed through service, pro-
tection, and civic care, aligns naturally with
Islamic teachings that promote justice, coop-
eration, and community welfare. The faith’s
foundational texts consistently emphasize
the fulfillment of moral and social obliga-
tions as pathways to righteousness.
The oft-quoted phrase “Love for one’s
homeland is part of faith” (hubb al-watan
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min al-iman), though widely regarded by
scholars as weak or unauthentic in trans-
mission, nevertheless captures a moral
intuition deeply embedded in Islamic ethics.
The Qur’an repeatedly calls upon humanity
to recognize diversity, act righteously, and
cooperate for the common good, as articu-
lated in Surah Al-Hujurat (49:13):

“0O mankind, We have created you from
male and female and made you peoples and
tribes so that you may know one another.
Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of
Allah is the most righteous of you.”

This guidance underscores that ethical
patriotism, rooted in equity and mutual
respect, is not peripheral but integral to a
conscientious religious life.

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him) himself demonstrated attachment to
place and language without compromising
monotheism. His identification with his
milieu and tongue, as reflected in expres-
sions such as Muhammad al-Arabi and Al-
Qur’an al-Arabi, illustrates that honoring
cultural and geographical roots is compat-
ible with faith, provided it does not lapse
into deification. Appreciation, gratitude, and
belonging are not acts of worship; they are
acknowledgments of divine blessing, akin
to the Qur’anic exhortation to reflect upon
the earth’s provisions in Surah Ar-Rahman
(55:10-13).

Islam’s civilizational history further
reinforces this adaptability. From the syn-
cretic courts of medieval Persia and Central
Asia, where Persian poetry blended with
Sufi mysticism, to the rich Sufi traditions of
Africa and Southeast Asia, and the resilient
heritage of Indian Muslims, Islam has his-
torically engaged with local cultures while
remaining anchored in core beliefs. In the
Indian context, this synthesis is visible in
shared festivals, architectural achievements
such as the Taj Mahal, and linguistic forma-
tions like Urdu, which integrate Persian,
Arabic, and indigenous influences. Love for
one’s homeland, when expressed through
ethical citizenship and social contribution,
is therefore widely understood as a virtu-
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ous extension of faith, one that strengthens
rather than diminishes spiritual integrity.

A Thoughtful Indian Muslim Perspec-
tive

For many Indian Muslims, Vande Mataram
is best understood not as a theological asser-
tion but as a metaphorical salute to the land
that has nurtured generations. Its essence
lies in reverence for the soil, the people, and a
shared historical journey, sentiments reflect-
ed across cultures worldwide where nations
are affectionately described as motherlands.
In neighboring Pakistan, public discourse
frequently includes expressions such as
“Pakistan hamari maa hai” (Pakistan is our
mother), celebrated in media and literature
without doctrinal controversy. In the same
spirit, Indian Muslims can affirm “Hindustan
hamari maa hai” (Hindustan is our mother)
as a sincere and unburdened expression of
belonging.

Viewed through this lens, Vande Mataram
becomes an articulation of gratitude rather
than worship, affection rather than doctrine.
This understanding aligns seamlessly with
Islamic values of thankfulness (shukr) and
social harmony (ummah), enabling participa-
tion in national symbols as voluntary acts of
citizenship. Indian Muslim history itself bears
witness to this synthesis, from the Khilafat
alliances of the early twentieth century to
the role of Muslim leaders in constitution-
making, and extending to enduring contribu-
tions in arts, sciences, and national unity. This
legacy invites society to see the songnot as an
imposition but as an invitation to acknowledge
shared destinies.

Pasmanda Voices and Grounded
Patriotism

Pasmanda Muslims, who constitute a
substantial majority of India’s Muslim
population and originate from historically
marginalized, backward, and artisan com-
munities, often approach national identity
with pragmatic clarity. Facing persistent
socio-economic exclusion, they emphasize
belonging, integration, and empowerment
within India’s democratic framework. For
communities such as Ansaris (weavers),

The Indian Muslim Conscience

Qureshis (butchers), and numerous other
occupational groups, patriotism is not an
abstract sentiment but a practical means to
dignity and advancement.

For many Pasmanda voices, embracing
patriotic expressions such as Vande Mata-
ram is not symbolic excess but an assertion
of rightful stake in the nation’s future. Their
lived realities, shaped by labor, craftsman-
ship, and grassroots contribution, frame the
homeland as a shared moral space deserv-
ing loyalty and protection. Drawing upon
Islamic principles of justice (adl) and collec-
tive responsibility (mas’uliyat), Pasmanda
perspectives frequently emphasize how
inclusive patriotism can reduce marginal-
ization, strengthen unity, and foster mutual
respect. Across Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and
other regions, Pasmanda leaders consistent-
ly advocate this ethos, reminding society
that genuine devotion to the motherland is
reflected in uplifting the marginalized.

This grounded approach also highlights
the internal diversity of Muslim India. While
elite narratives may remain preoccupied
with historical grievances, Pasmanda expe-
riences prioritize forward-looking solidarity
and social justice. Through the recitation of
Vande Mataram, Pasmanda Muslims affirm
not only allegiance but agency, transforming
anational symbol into a bridge for inclusion
and equity.

Toward Harmony in a Plural Democ-
racy

At its core, Vande Mataram embodies
gratitude toward the land that sustains all
who dwell upon it. For Indian Muslims,
Ashraf and Pasmanda alike, it can serve as
an affirmation of deep-rooted ties to Hindu-
stan, much like cherishing one’s birthplace,
language, or cultural inheritance. Viewed
through the prism of Islamic pluralism and
ethical living, referring to the homeland as
mother remains a poetic and unproblematic
expression of affection and civic duty.

In a diverse democracy such as India,
unity flourishes not through compulsion
but through voluntary embrace and mutual
sensitivity. Patriotism, understood in this
spirit, becomes a shared melody that honors
the soil, the people, and the collective aspi-
rations binding the nation together. By
engaging national symbols with empathy
and understanding, India can continue to
strengthen its pluralistic fabric and move
toward a more harmonious future. In this
spirit, let Vande Mataram resonate as a
chorus of hope, inviting every citizen to
salute the motherland that has cradled us
all.

Shariq Adeeb Ansari is the National
Working President of the All India Pasman-
da Muslim Mahaz, a platform dedicated to
the empowerment and rights of marginal-
ized Muslim communities in India. He can
be mailed at s.adeebansari@gmail.com

CIVIC SENSE

Rebuilding Responsibility From The Ground Up

RAJA SHAFKAT

ndia is often described

and technology but also by the
conduct of its citizens.
As a student I believe that

ance. Importantly, civic reform
is not about blame; it is about
accountability. Every citizen

as a nation of immense
potential youthful,
dynamic, and rapidly
developing. We celebrate
technological breakthroughs,
expanding infrastructure, and
growing global influence. Yet
alongside this progress, an
uncomfortable question per-
sists: Are we cultivating the
civic discipline necessary to
sustain our development?

Civic sense is the conscious
understanding that individual
actions affect the larger com-
munity. It isreflected in every-
day conduct disposing of waste
responsibly, respecting queues,
obeying traffic rules, safe-
guarding public property, and
rejecting corruption in daily
interactions. These behaviors
may appear ordinary, but they
form the invisible framework
that allows a democracy to
function efficiently. Without
civic discipline, even the stron-
gest institutions struggle to
maintain order.

Across cities such as Delhi
and Mumbai, as well as in
smaller towns, we observe a
visible contradiction. Modern
highways coexist with traffic
indiscipline. Cleanliness cam-
paigns are launched, yet litter-
ing continues. Public facilities
are constructed, yet vandalism
and neglect follow. This gap
between infrastructure and
behavior points to a deeper
structural issue: the weaken-
ing of civic responsibility.

The problem is not the
absence of laws. India has com-
prehensive regulations govern-
ing sanitation, traffic manage-
ment, and public conduct. The
challenge lies in inconsistent
enforcement and limited inter-
nalization of responsibility.
When violations occur without
predictable consequences, rule
breaking gradually becomes
normalized. Over time, con-
venience outweighs collec-
tive welfare, and indiscipline
becomes routine rather than
exceptional.

International compari-
sons highlight this contrast.
In Japan, civic discipline is
cultivated from an early age.
Students clean their own class-
rooms, reinforcing respect for
shared spaces and instilling
accountability. In Singapore,
strict and consistent enforce-
ment ensures that public rules
are taken seriously. The lesson
is not that India should repli-
cate these systems mechanical-
ly, but that civic culture thrives
when education, enforcement,
and social expectations are
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aligned.

In India, civic education
often remains theoretical.
Students study constitutional
values and moral science,
yet practical civic training
receives limited emphasis.
Respect for public property,
disciplined road behavior, and
environmental responsibility
are rarely reinforced through
structured, experiential learn-
ing. Moreover, when young
people observe adults ignoring
rules without consequences,
the message becomes contra-
dictory.

The long term consequences
of declining civic sense are sig-
nificant. Municipal authorities
incur higher costs for cleaning
and repairs. Public health risks
increase due to poor sanitation.
Infrastructure deteriorates
prematurely. Trust in institu-
tions weakens when citizens
perceive that rules apply selec-
tively. At a broader level, civic
disorder affects economic effi-
ciency and global perception.
A nation’s development is mea-
sured not only by its buildings

youth participation is central
to reversing this decline. Civic
responsibility should not begin
after graduation or employ-
ment; it must begin in school
corridors and neighborhood
streets. Students may not hold
administrative authority, but
they possess influence within
their immediate communities.
Organizing cleanliness drives,
conducting awareness cam-
paigns on traffic discipline,
promoting waste segregation,
and discouraging vandal-
ism are practical initiatives
that students can undertake.
Even simple actions standing
in queues, refusing to litter,
avoiding single use plastic, and
encouraging peers to follow
rules create visible behavioral
models. Social change often
begins with consistent exam-
ples rather than large scale
interventions.

Rebuilding civic sense
requires effort at three levels.
First, individuals must inter-
nalize that public spaces are
shared assets, not someone
else’s responsibility. Second,
educational institutions
should integrate practical
civic engagement into their
curriculum, allowing students
to participate in community
service and environmental
initiatives. Third, governance
must ensure consistent and
impartial enforcement of

laws. Predictability in con-
sequences reinforces compli-
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contributes either to order
or to disorder through daily
choices. When responsibility
becomes habitual, enforcement
becomes lighter and gover-
nance more efficient. Cultural
transformation may take time,
but sustained effort can shift
norms within a generation.

India does not lack capacity
or aspiration. What is required
is alignment between growth
and responsibility. True devel-
opment is not merely economic
expansion,; it is the cultivation
of disciplined citizenship. A
clean street, an orderly queue,
or a respected traffic signal
may appear minor achieve-
ments, yet collectively they
represent a mature society. As
youth, we must recognize that
civic sense is not inherited it
is practiced. If students begin
with small,consistent acts of
responsibility, the cumulative
effect can reshape communi-
ties. The rebuilding of civic

culture will not occur over-
night, but it must begin some-
where.

The question before usisnot
whether India can progress it
undoubtedly can. The real
question iswhether we are pre-
pared to strengthen the every-
day discipline that sustains
that progress. The responsibil-
ity begins with each of us.

The author can be mailed at
rajashafkat193@gmail.com
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Rape Epidemic- A Call For Societal

Change And Legal

VINOD DIXIT

ape is a heinous crime

that affects individuals,

families, and communities

worldwide, leaving deep

emotional, psychological,
and social scars. The punishment
for rape varies significantly across
jurisdictions, reflecting different
legal frameworks, cultural norms,
and societal values. In India, the legal
framework for addressing rape is out-
lined in Sections 375 and 376 of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC), which define
rape and prescribe punishments.
However, there is an ongoing debate
about the adequacy of these laws and
the need for reforms to ensure justice
for survivors and accountability for
perpetrators.

Women, who were once silent suf-
ferers, are now coming forward to
report crimes thanks to increased
awareness and police sensitization.
This shift is attributed to various
factors, including the growing wom-
en's rights movement, increased
media coverage, and government
initiatives aimed at promoting wom-
en's safety. However, despite these
efforts, societal structures and law
enforcement agencies still need sig-
nificant improvement to effectively
address this issue. The prevalence
of crimes against women is often
linked to the social environment,
highlighting the need for a change
in societal attitudes.

To combat rape, punishments for
rape, battering, molestation, and
related crimes should be reviewed
and increased. Government and law
enforcement agencies must work
efficiently to curb such crimes, and
laws alone cannot solve the problem;
a broader societal change is neces-
sary. This includes promoting gender
equality, challenging patriarchal
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norms, and encouraging a culture
of respect and consent. Education
and awareness programs can play a
crucial role in shaping attitudes and
behaviors, especially among young
people.

The current laws in India are
being reformed to match inter-
national standards. Suggestions
for reform include automatic dis-
qualification of accused individu-
als from elections, assigning the
toughest lawyers for prosecution,
and making laws gender-neutral to
address various types of assault and
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violence. To effectively combat rape,
a multifaceted approach is needed,
including deterrent punishment
for rapists, self-defense training for
women, societal change, and strict
law enforcement with transparency.

Some key statistics highlight the
urgency of the issue:

According to the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB), there were
over 88,000 reported cases of rape in
India in 2020.

The conviction rate for rape cases
in India is around 30%, indicating a
significant gap in the justice system.

Reform

A large number of rape cases go
unreported due to fear, stigma, and
lack of trust in the system.

In order to address these chal-
lenges, it's essential to Strengthen
laws and ensure their effective imple-
mentation, Improve support services
for survivors, including counseling,
medical care, and legal aid, Promote
education and awareness about con-
sent, gender equality, and respect for
women's rights, Encourage commu-
nity engagement and participation
in preventing crimes against women
and Provide training for law enforce-

ment agencies to handle cases sensi-
tively and efficiently

The onus is on both the govern-
ment and society to create an envi-
ronment where women feel safe and
protected, and where perpetrators are
held accountable for their actions.
By working together, we can strive
towards a society where women
can live without fear of violence or
oppression.

Author is a freelance journalist.
He can be mailed at dixitpatrakar@
yahoo.in

More Than A Diagnosis: The Global Crisis Of Preventable Cancer
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MOHAMMAD HANIEF

he World Health Organi-

zation (WHO) has issued

a series of urgent warn-

ings highlighting how

preventable diseases,
poor nutrition and underfunded
health systems are converging into
a global health crisis, placing mil-
lions of lives at risk. New analyses
released ahead of World Cancer
Day, alongside updated guidance
on school food environments and a
global humanitarian appeal for 2026,
underscore the need for coordinat-
ed international action to address
health threats before they escalate
further.

At the centre of WHO’s warning
is the finding that up to four in ten
cancer cases worldwide could be
prevented. A major global analysis
conducted with the International
Agency for Research on Cancer
(IARC) estimates that 37 per cent
of all new cancer cases in 2022—
around 7.1 million diagnoses—were
linked to preventable causes. Draw-
ing on data from 185 countries and
36 cancer types, the study provides
the most comprehensive assessment
to date of how behavioural, environ-
mental, occupational and infectious
risks continue to drive the global
cancer burden.

Tobacco use remains the leading
preventable cause of cancer glob-
ally, responsible for 15 per cent of all
new cases, followed by infections at
10 per cent and alcohol consumption
at 3 per cent. Other major contribu-
tors include high body mass index,
physical inactivity, air pollution and
exposure to ultraviolet radiation.
For the first time, the analysis incor-
porates nine cancer-causing infec-
tions, highlighting the critical role
of vaccination and infection control
in cancer prevention.

Three cancers—Ilung, stomach
and cervical—accounted for nearly
half of all preventable cancer cases
worldwide. Lung cancer was largely
linked to smoking and air pollution,

stomach cancer to infection with
Helicobacter pylori, and cervical
cancer overwhelmingly to human
papillomavirus (HPV). Despite the
availability of effective preventive
tools, including tobacco control
measures, vaccines and screening
programmes, these cancers con-
tinue to claim lives, particularly in
low- and middle-income countries.

The burden of preventable cancer
was found to be significantly higher
among men than women, with 45 per
cent of new cancer cases in men
linked to avoidable causes com-
pared with 30 per cent in women.
Regional disparities were also pro-
nounced, reflecting differences in
exposure to risk factors, socioeco-
nomic development, health policies
and system capacity. These findings
reinforce the importance of preven-
tion strategies tailored to national
and regional contexts rather than
uniform global solutions.

At the same time, WHO has
drawn attention to another grow-
ing health challenge with long-term
consequences: poor nutrition among
children. In newly released guide-
lines on healthy school food environ-
ments, the organization warns that
unhealthy diets are accelerating a
global rise in childhood overweight
and obesity, even as undernutrition
continues to affect millions. In 2025,
an estimated 188 million school-aged
children and adolescents were living
with obesity worldwide, represent-
ing roughly one in ten children
and, for the first time, exceeding the
number of children who are under-
weight.

This dual burden of malnutri-
tion poses serious risks to physi-
cal health, cognitive development
and educational outcomes, while
increasing vulnerability to non-
communicable diseases later in
life, including cancer, diabetes and
cardiovascular disease. WHO argues
that schools represent one of the
most powerful settings for early
intervention, as children spend a
significant portion of their forma-
tive years there and often consume
at least one daily meal at school.

Globally, around 466 million
children receive meals through
school feeding programmes each
day, making them among the larg-
est public nutrition interventions
in the world. However, WHO notes
that the nutritional quality of

school meals varies widely and is
frequently undermined by the wide-
spread availability of foods high in
sugar, salt and unhealthy fats sold in
school canteens, vending machines
and nearby outlets. These environ-
ments often normalize unhealthy
eating patterns and make nutritious
choices less accessible.

The new guideline calls for a com-
prehensive, whole-school approach
to nutrition, covering all foods and
beverages available during the
school day. It emphasizes the need
for mandatory nutrition standards
aligned with national dietary guide-
lines, restrictions on the marketing
of unhealthy foods to children, and
supportive measures that make
healthier options more attractive
and affordable. WHO also highlights
the importance of nutrition educa-
tion and coordinated action across
sectors, including health, education,
agriculture and local government.

Equity is a central concern in
the guidance. Children from low-
income and marginalized commu-
nities are often the most reliant on
school meals for daily nutrition and
the most exposed to unhealthy food
environments. Improving the qual-
ity of school food in these settings
can reduce health disparities while
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supporting learning, attendance and
long-term well-being. WHO frames
investment in healthy school food
not only as a health measure, but as
a social and educational interven-
tion with lasting benefits.

These warnings come as health
systems worldwide are under
increasing strain from conflict, cli-
mate change and recurring disease
outbreaks. Reflecting this pressure,
WHO has launched its global health
emergency appeal for 2026, seek-
ing nearly US$1 billion to support
essential health services for people
affected by humanitarian crises.
The appeal aims to respond to 36
emergencies worldwide, including
14 classified as Grade 3, the highest
level of organizational response.

In 2025, humanitarian funding fell
below 2016 levels, leaving WHO and
its partners able to reach only about
one-third of the 81 million people
initially targeted for health assis-
tance. Despite these constraints,
emergency funding enabled sup-
port for around 30 million people,
including life-saving vaccinations
for 5.3 million children, more than
50 million health consultations, sup-
port for over 8,000 health facilities
and the deployment of nearly 1,400
mobile clinics.

For 2026, priority emergency set-
tings include Afghanistan, the Dem-
ocratic Republic of the Congo, Haiti,
Myanmar, the occupied Palestinian
territory, Somalia, South Sudan,
Sudan, the Syrian Arab Repub-
lic, Ukraine and Yemen, alongside
ongoing outbreaks of diseases
such as cholera and mpox. As the
lead agency for health response in
humanitarian settings, WHO coor-
dinates more than 1,500 partners
across 24 crisis contexts, focusing
on keeping health facilities opera-
tional, delivering emergency medi-
cal care, preventing outbreaks and
restoring routine immunization.

WHO has emphasized that the
challenges highlighted in its recent
releases are deeply interconnect-
ed. Poor nutrition in childhood
increases the risk of obesity and
noncommunicable diseases later in
life, including preventable cancers.
Weak prevention policies and under-
resourced health systems leave pop-
ulations more vulnerable to disease,
while humanitarian crises further
disrupt access to care, vaccination
and early diagnosis.

Early, predictable investment in
health—whether through cancer
prevention, healthier food envi-
ronments or emergency prepared-
ness—is repeatedly identified as
one of the most cost-effective ways
to save lives, reduce long-term
costs and build resilience. Pre-
vention and preparedness, WHO
argues, are no longer optional
priorities but essential pillars of
global health security.

As the world marks World Cancer
Day and confronts widening health
inequalities, WHO’s message is
clear: many of today’s most serious
health challenges are preventable,
but only if governments act deci-
sively. Strong tobacco control, vacci-
nation against cancer-causing infec-
tions, healthier school food systems
and sustained support for emergen-
cy health responses together form a
roadmap for protecting current and
future generations. Without coordi-
nated global action, the cost will be
measured not only in rising disease
and death, but in lost human poten-
tial and deepening inequality.

The author is a senior analyst and
can be mailed at m.hanief@gmail.com
X/Twitter: @haniefmha
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Power Demand In

said that minor gaps between demand and supply
are generally due to transmission and distribution
constraints and have not impacted economic or
industrial growth in the Union Territory—(KNO)

Will Raise Issue Of

come to open them,” the CM said.

The CM added that talks are continuing with the
Government of India over the issue.

“I assure the House that the closure of tourist
spaces will be taken up with the Home Minister, who
is visiting Jammu and Kashmir,” he said.

He further said that the registration process in
the tourism sector is cumbersome and needs to be
revised.

“We agree that the registration process is cumber-
some. We have not reviewed the rules and procedures
since 1978. We are working on it,” he said.

The CM explained that linking the registration
of tourism units with the Public Service Guarantee
Act-a law that ensures the delivery of government
services in a time-bound manner-does not prevent
corruption.

He added that the Government is contemplating
simplifying the registration process either through
self-declaration or deemed approval-——(KNO)

World Acknowledges

today, the entire world acknowledges and respects
India's soft power and its spiritual wealth. Yoga
and meditation have become integral to daily life
in households across every corner of the globe, he
further added.

The Lieutenant Governor observed that this year's
Union Budget earmarks transformative strides for
developing archaeological sites alongside monas-
tery-temple preservation, Buddhist circuit corridors,
and digital archiving of spiritual landmarks. He said
these initiatives will kindle cultural pride in the
youth and weave India into a tapestry of unity.

“I believe that after enduring a long journey of
struggle, we have arrived at a momentous juncture
where India must once again guide the world.

I am confident that the strength of unity and its
spirit will elevate India to the status of a developed
nation by 2047, enabling us to reclaim our ancient
glory and rightful place in the world,” the Lieuten-
ant Governor said.

The ceremony was also graced by Hon'ble Gover-
nor of Bihar, Shri Arif Mohammed Khan; Chief Min-
ister of Uttarakhand, Shri Pushkar Singh Dhami;
Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh, Dr Mohan Yadav;
saints, spiritual leaders, heads of religious organisa-
tions and followers of Swami Satyamitranand Giri
Ji Maharaj.

HM Amit Shah

compassionate appointment programme at Lok
Bhavan in Jammu.

“On Friday the Union Home Minister will first
inspect areas under the jurisdiction of Border
Outpost (BOP) Gurnam at 11:10 AM. He will then
visit Border Outpost Bobiya at 11:30 AM, where he
will e-inaugurate and e-lay the foundation stone of
six welfare schemes for border guards, aimed at
strengthening infrastructure and improving welfare
measures for personnel deployed along the borders,"
the official added.

"Later in the day, the Union Home Minister will
chair a Jammu & Kashmir Security Review Meeting
at Lok Bhavan, Jammu, at 2:30 PM, to take stock of
the prevailing security situation and ongoing mea-
sures to maintain peace and stability in the region,”
the official said, adding, “At 3:00 PM, the Union Home
Minister will interact with the families of martyrs
and participate in a compassionate appointment
programme at Lok Bhavan, reaffirming the govern-
ment’s commitment to supporting the families of
those who have laid down their lives in the service
of the nation."

He said, "On February 7, the Union Home Minister
will chair a meeting on the development of Jammu
and Kashmir at 10:30 AM at Lok Bhavan, Jammu, to
review progress on key development initiatives and
future plans for the Union Territory. He will leave
for New Delhi on Saturday afternoon.”

Referring to the Jammu visit of the Union Home
Minister, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah told the
Legislative Assembly that he would raise the issue
of reopening tourist destinations closed after the
Pahalgam terror attack with Shah. “Several tourist
locations in Kashmir have remained shut. The issue
will be taken up with the Home Minister,” he said.

Leader of Opposition Sunil Sharma welcomed
Shah'’s visit and said the scheduled security review
would accelerate development in the Union Terri-
tory. “There will be a review of development-related
schemes run by the Central Government. This will
accelerate the pace of development and boost the
morale of security forces,” he said.

Tanvir Sadiq, Chief Spokesperson of the Jammu
and Kashmir National Conference, said the visit
“brings a ray of hope” and called for restoration of
statehood and action against attacks on Kashmiris
outside the Union Territory.

PDP MLA Waheed Para said that Shah’s visit
should be used to promote development and address
concerns of youth. He called for measures on employ-
ment, dignity, and political outreach to restore confi-
dence among young people in the region.

It may be recalled that during his previous visit
to the Union Territory, HM Shah had similarly com-
bined security consultations with administrative and
development reviews, meeting local leadership and
senior security commanders to assess operational
priorities and progress on central projects—(KNO)

J&K Economy

by 5.82 per cent during 2025-26.

It says, the nominal GSDP is expected to grow by
8.89 per cent, taking the overall size of the economy
to nearly Rs: 2.86 lakh crore.

Between 2019-20 and 202425, Jammu and Kashmir
recorded a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of
4.47 per cent in real terms, underscoring a sustained
recovery following the pandemic-induced slowdown.

“Per capita income has also shown consistent
improvement. Estimated at Rs: 1,68,243 in 2025-26, it
has maintained an upward trend over the past five
years, growing faster than in several northern states
and Union Territories,” the report said.

The tertiary sector accounted for the largest share
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of Gross State Value Added (GSVA) at 61.02 per cent,
followed by the primary sector at 20.45 per cent and
the secondary sector at 18.52 per cent.

While agriculture and allied activities continue to
remain a key source of employment and livelihood,
growth in industry, infrastructure, and services has
supported economic diversification compared to pre-
vious years, the survey said.

On the fiscal front, the UT reported improved rev-
enue mobilisation and expenditure management.
Revenue receipts of Rs: 13,521 crore were realised
up to November 2025, driven by higher collections
from GST, excise and non-tax sources such as power
revenues.

“Capital expenditure remained focused on infra-
structure creation, asset development and comple-
tion of ongoing projects,” the survey said. It also
highlighted progress in governance and financial
transparency through the increased use of digital
platforms such as BEAMS and GeM, which have
streamlined public financial management in recent
years.

Sector-wise, the survey pointed to gains in agri-
culture and horticulture, driven by higher foodgrain
and fruit production, expansion of high-density
plantations, and increased participation of farmers
in Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs).

“Market access was strengthened through e-NAM
integration. Industrial development was supported
by policy reforms, new investment proposals and
operationalisation of new units, with Jammu and
Kashmir achieving a ‘Top Achiever’ ranking nation-
ally in Ease of Doing Business,” it added—(KNO)

J&K Assemblxa Passes

Legislator, Mir Saifullah, while speaking on
Motion, highlighted various achievements of the
Government.

Legislator, Rajiv Jasrotia in his speech raised vari-
ous issues of public importance. He also raised issue
of daily wagers and compensation to the families of
flood victims, besides fund allocation to the Legisla-
tors.

Participating in the debate, Legislator, Sajjad Gani
Lone raised issues concerning the youth. He spoke
about wide range of issues including reservation and
unemployment, saying that youth of J&K are suffer-
ing due to unemployment and reservation.

Speaking on the Motion of Thanks, Legislator,
Nazir Ahmad khan( Gurezi) highlighted various
initiatives of government which led to development
of Jammu and Kashmir. He remarked that people of
Jammu and Kashmir have given lot of sacrifices for
the sake and sovereignty of the country.

Legislator, Shabir Ahmad Kullay in his address,
urged the government to allocate more funds to hor-
ticulture sector in budget. He also asked for snow
clearance from the roads in higher region of his
constituency.

While participating in the debate, Legislator,
Pawan kumar Guptaraised the issues of unemploy-
ment and timely filling up of vacant post in govern-
ment departments. He urged the government to set
up two skill development centres besides revising the
minimum wages of the daily wagers and contractual
employees.

Speaking in support of Motion, Legislator Tanvir
Sadiq said that the present government has ampli-
fied the developmental activities across Jammu
and Kashmir, including in his constituency. He
also appreciated the government for restoration of
Darbar Move, adding that this step has boosted eco-
nomic activities in Jammu city. He asserted that
no discrimination was made in allocation of funds
provided to the Legislators.

Participating in the debate, Legislator, Tariq
Hamed Karra urged the government for rationali-
sation of reservation for the benefit of youth.

Legislator, Khurshed Ahmed Sheikh raised the
issue of cabinet expansion. He also highlighted the
long pending demand for compassionate appoint-
ments, urging the government to take concrete steps
to provide relief to the deserving families.

Legislators Balwant Singh Mankotia and Sajad
Gani Lone had moved amendments on the Motion
of Thanks. The amendments were put to voting and
both amendments were defeated through voice vote.

Legislator Muhammad Yousuf Rather (Tarigami)
withdrew the amendment after assurance by the
Chief Minister.

Later, the Motion was adopted through voice vote.

23000 Jobs Outsourced

existing sanctioned strength of Government staff,"
he added.

As per the details, over 16000 jobs were outsourced
to different companies while over 6,000 to Govern-
ment Medicals colleges and hospitals in Jammu and
Kashmir—(KNO)

CS Consults NITI

provisions under the Food Safety and Standards
Act. This would be complemented by simultaneous
efforts to plug gaps in enforcement mechanisms,
including necessary notifications and regulatory
measures to empower the Food Safety Organization
with stronger enforcement authority.

A key focus area discussed was capacity building
of human resources, along with strengthening of
food testing infrastructure. It was agreed that prior-
ity would be accorded to upgradation and strength-
ening of existinglaboratories in the first phase, with
expansion to follow in a calibrated manner.

The meeting also resolved to constitute a joint
panel of experts from FSSAI and J&K, Health
Department to prepare a detailed action plan within
the next three months, with implementation sched-
uled to commence from April 2026.

Earlier, Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo highlighted
the specific requirements of Jammu and Kashmir for
developing a comprehensive and long-term roadmap
to make the food safety system among one of the best
in the country.

He sought guidance from NITI Aayog on preparing
a multi-year blueprint for optimal utilization of the
Food Safety Act to safeguard public health. He also
requested expert recommendations on strengthen-
ing laboratory infrastructure, enhancing human
resources, improving training and capacity build-
ing, and addressing systemic bottlenecks to make
the Food Safety Organization more effective and
empowered during this period.

Providing an overview of the current scenario,
Secretary, H&ME, Dr. Syed Abid Rashid Shah, pre-
sented the status of food safety enforcement in the
Union Territory. He briefed the experts on existing

institutional mechanisms, including the function-
ing of two Food Safety Appellate Tribunals and two
NABL/FSSAI-accredited laboratories at Jammu and
Srinagar, and underscored the need for the present
consultations to further strengthen enforcement
outcomes.

The meeting concluded with a shared commitment
to reinforcing food safety governance in Jammu and
Kashmir through coordinated institutional efforts,
robust enforcement, and sustained awareness for the
safety and welfare of its people.

Amit Shah Launches

our country earlier.

"Only 11 milk producers started Amul. Today, in
Gujarat, a huge banyan tree of more than 36 lakh
women livestock-rearers has taken shape. These
women livestock-rearers do business worth more
than one lakh twenty-five thousand crore rupees.
He said this model shows that when ordinary people
themselves become owners, even a small beginning
can yield very big results. He said that today, women
livestock-rearers are earning up to one crore rupees
annually by selling milk, which is the marvel of the
cooperative model," said HM.

Amit Shah appealed to taxi Sarathis that they
are driving taxis now; they will continue to drive
taxis even after joining Sahakar Taxi, but there will
be one major difference between the two. "At pres-
ent, the wheel of the taxi puts money into someone
else’s pocket, but now the earnings from the wheel
of the Sarathis’ taxis will go into the Sarathis’ own
pockets. He said this idea is born from the spirit of
cooperation. The real meaning of cooperation is that
when many people with small amounts of capital
pool their strength, they can together accomplish
very big tasks. Those with very large capital do big
work alone and the profit also remains limited to
only a few people. Shri Shah said that the coopera-
tive model being discussed today is the newest and
most successful beginning in today’s time. He said
now the wheel of the taxi will not run for someone
else’s earnings, but for the prosperity and well-being
of taxi Sarathis."

"Many world-class cooperative models have
already been built in India, including Amul, IFFCO,
KRIBHCO and similar institutions. He said none of
these cooperative institutions had very large initial
capital. Similarly, in Sahakar Taxi, the highest share
capital is only 500 rupees, and that very 500 rupees
is giving Sarathis the status of real owners. He said
this small amount is going to become the foundation
of the taxi Sarathis’ hard work, self-respect, and
economic freedom," HM Shah said.

Amit Shah said that after elections held every five
years, two representatives chosen by taxi Sarathis
will sit on the Board. They will look after their inter-
ests and take decisions for them. This is the soul of
cooperatives and the spirit of true ownership rights.
He said Sahakar Taxi will keep only 20 percent of
the total profit with itself; that is, out of 100 rupees,
Sahakar Taxi will keep only 20 rupees with itself—
whose owners are Sarathis themselves. Shah said the
entire profit will go into the account of the Sarathi
associated with Bharat Taxi. He said the owners of
the 20 rupees that remain in Bharat Taxi’s capital
account will also be Sarathis themselves.

The Union Home and Cooperation Minister said
that Bharat Taxi has been conceptualised by bring-
ing together all three existing types of taxi vehi-
cles, including four-wheeler taxis, three-wheelers,
and two-wheelers. He conveyed a message to the
nation’s Matri Shakti that Bharat Taxi will accord
the highest priority to their safety. He said we have
prepared a special concept of Sarathi Didi under
which, in the coming time, there will be a separate
window for ‘Sarathi Didi’ in the app, through which
any woman who registers will be picked up only by
‘Sarathi Didis’. Shri Shah said ‘Sarathi Didis’ will
arrive on two-wheelers and will safely take women
to their destination at a very low fare. He said this
facility will prove to be a very big and practical relief
for women. In the coming days, through Sarathi
Didi, the nation’s Matri Shakti will have access to an
option of safe, affordable, and dignified travel. This is
not merely a service, but an important step towards
women’s safety, self-reliance, and dignity.

The Union Home and Cooperation Minister said
that Bharat Taxi has entered into agreements (MoUs)
with a total of nine major institutions including
Delhi Traffic Police, Delhi Metro Rail Corporation,
Airport Authority, IFFCO Tokio Insurance, State
Bank of India. Through these agreements, Bharat
Taxi’s customers will get many additional facilities,
and at the same time, all these institutions will be
able to avail Bharat Taxi’s services easily. He said
these institutions have now become stakeholders in
Sahakar Taxi’s success. This new taxi concept based
on an ownership model has been launched for the
first time in India today, which not only brings the
spirit of ownership rights for Sarathis, but also pres-
ents a reliable and convenient option for passengers
and various institutions.

Amit Shah said that the fixed charge decided by
Bharat Taxi will remain separate from the Sarathis’
account. Besides this, Bharat Taxi will not deduct
even one percent commission from the sweat-earned
income of Sarathis, due to which their prosperity
will increase rapidly. He said the objective of Bharat
Taxi is not to increase the company’s capital, but to
increase the profit and income of Bharat Taxi’s real
owners—the Sarathi brothers and Sarathi Didis.
Shri Shah said the payment made by the customer
will be transferred directly and immediately, auto-
matically, into the Sarathi’s account. There will be
no need to wait for this. No Sarathi’s account will be
closed without proper hearing. However, Sarathis
also have a responsibility to behave well with cus-
tomers, maintain the goodwill of their taxi, and focus
on service quality. He said a complete system has
been put in place for hearing complaints, and action
will be taken only after a fair hearing.

'Until now, terms like booking fee, platform fee,
and heavy commission used to fatten the company’s
balance sheet and reduce the Sarathi’s earnings. In
Bharat Taxi, there is no arrangement for any such
fee or commission, and Sarathis themselves will
be the owners. This idea may not be understood by
people with a western mindset, but this is the real
strength of cooperation," he said.

Amit Shah said that the beginning of Bharat Taxi
is also the beginning of opening new dimensions for
the cooperative sector. The cooperative movement
has been running in India for the last 125 years, but
now the time has come to take the cooperative model
into newer and newer sectors. He said that under
the leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi ji, the Ministry of Cooperation is preparing
an ownership-rights model for people working in
the unorganised sector. In the coming time, we will
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take this model forward in three to four such sectors
where the fruits of the sweat and hard work of the
person who works will remain with that person.

The Union Home and Cooperation Minister said
that the four core mantras of Bharat Taxi are—Own-
ership, Security Cover, Dignity, and “Everyone’s
Wheel, Everyone’s Progress”, i.e., fair distribution of
dividends for all. With these four objectives, Bharat
Taxi has been started, and in the coming time it will
prove to be a very successful experiment. He said it
was established on 6 June 2025 and from today it is
being commercially launched. Within just 8 months,
in Delhi and Gujarat, more Sarathis and customers
have joined Bharat Taxi than any other taxi com-
pany. No other company has achieved registrations
on such a large scale in such a short time. He said
that in the coming days, our Sarathi brothers and
sisters will automatically be able to get the benefit of
insurance, government employment schemes, loans,
subsidies, and all government schemes related to gig
workers. We are continuously working in this direc-
tion so that every Sarathi gets full dignity, security,
and economic strength.

Amit Shah said that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi ji had started an important initiative in 2020-
21 for the welfare of gig workers. Now, in the 2025-26
budget, the Government of India has brought many
schemes and facilities for more than one crore twen-
ty-five lakh gig workers across the country. Earlier,
the right to register on the e-Shram portal was only
for those whose pension used to be deducted or who
were formally recognised and registered as work-
ers. Now, by removing this limit, one crore twenty-
five lakh gig workers of the country can register
themselves on the e-Shram portal. He said that all
Sarathis associated with Bharat Taxi can now easily
get registered on the e-Shram portal. After registra-
tion, they will automatically get free treatment up
to five lakh rupees for themselves and their family
under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana. As
soon as they join Bharat Taxi, Sarathis will start
getting this free medical facility. In addition, several
other social security schemes available for workers
registered on the e-Shram portal will also automati-
cally become active for you.

The MoU with the Airports Authority of India
(AAI) will regulate Bharat Taxi operations at AAI
airports nationwide, including pickup zones, signage
permissions, and strict security and service stan-
dards, thereby enabling regulated airport operations
across India.

Under the agreement with Delhi Tourism and
Transportation Development Corporation / Delhi
Airport Parking Services (DAPS — GMR supported),
Bharat Taxi’s white cab services have been permit-
ted at multiple parking locations across IGI Airport
terminals. DAPS will provide a 20% discount on the
X245 per-trip pickup fee for the first year, which will
complement Bharat Taxi’s Kaali Peeli services and
significantly increase airport ride volumes and rev-
enues.

IFFCO Tokio has been onboarded as Bharat Taxi’s
insurance partner, providing personal accident
cover of X5 lakh for drivers at nominal rates, along
with advisory support for long-term driver welfare
and insurance solutions.

Under the MoU with Paytm, digital payments,

co-branded offerings, and fintech enablement willmm-

be enabled, including payment gateway integration
and access to Paytm’s partner ecosystem. Paytm is
also supporting driver group health insurance with
family coverage.

The partnership with GMR will further strength-
en airport mobility operations and reinforce Bharat
Taxi’s regulated access and service expansion at IGI
Airport terminals.

Under the MoU signed with SBI, priority financ-
ing will be made available for commercial passenger
vehicles under schemes such as Pradhan Mantri
Mudra Yojana. Sahakar Taxi will identify and sup-
port eligible driver-owners, while SBI will ensure
expeditious consideration in line with its prevailing
guidelines.

beer Forensic

rensic facility is already available, it said.

The government further informed Parliament
that police and public order being state subjects, the
responsibility for investigation and maintenance of
forensic facilities rests with the respective State or
Union Territory administrations, while the Centre
extends financial and technical support.

Meanwhile, the Ministry said that details of pend-
ing cases and sanctioned posts in cyber forensic labo-
ratories are not maintained centrally, adding that
training and upskilling of cyber professionals is an
ongoing process through institutions such as the
National Forensic Sciences University (NFSU)—
(KNO)
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DC Budgam launched ‘Naqsh-e-Meeras’ workshop at NIFT

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: District Admin-
istration Budgam Thursday
inaugurated a three-day cul-
tural and heritage workshop
titled “Nagsh-e-Meeras”, aimed
at promoting, preserving and
reviving the rich and diverse
traditional art and craft heri-
tage of Jammu & Kashmir.

The workshop is being organ-
ised from 5th to 7th February,
2026 at the National Institute
of Fashion Technology (NIFT),
Budgam.

The programme was formal-
ly inaugurated by the Deputy
Commissioner Budgam, Dr.
Bilal Mohi-ud-Din Bhat, along
with distinguished guests from
the Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), in
the presence of senior district
officers, artisans, students, Self
Help Groups and members of
the local community.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Deputy Commissioner said that
Nagsh-e-Meeras is a significant
initiative of the District Adminis-
tration to reconnect the younger
generation with the rich legacy

of Kashmir’s handcrafted tra-
ditions, while also providing a
strong platform for local artisans
to showcase their skills, products
and creativity.

The DC emphasized that such
heritage-based programmes are
vital for preserving traditional
knowledge systems that have
been passed down through gen-
erations. He stated that Kash-
mir’s handicrafts are not just
economic activities but are an
important part of the region’s
cultural identity, history and
collective memory.

“We want our local art and
crafts to flourish in a sustain-
able manner so that our young-
er generations understand the
true value of handcrafted prod-
ucts and can clearly differenti-
ate between machine-made and
hand-made items. This under-
standing will help in preserv-
ing authenticity, quality and
cultural heritage,” the DC said.

He further added that such
seminars and workshops play
a crucial role in boosting the
morale of local artisans, crafts-
men and children by giving
them recognition, exposure and

confidence.

“These platforms not only
provide visibility to our arti-
sans but also generate aware-
ness among the masses to adopt

and promote local products.
This is fully aligned with the
spirit of Vocal for Local, where
people are encouraged to sup-
portindigenous crafts and local

economies,” he said.

The DC also highlighted that
showcasing traditional tech-
niques and live demonstrations
can significantly enhance the
financial stability of artisans by
opening new market avenues,
increasing demand for authen-
tic handmade products and
creating sustainable livelihood
opportunities.

By demonstrating old and
traditional crafts in a modern,
organised setting, we are creat-
ing linkages between heritage
and contemporary markets.
This will ultimately strength-
en the economic position of our
artisans and contribute to over-
all economic growth of the dis-
trict and the region,” he added.

The DC stressed that the
District Administration will
continue to support such ini-
tiatives in collaboration with
reputed national institutions
to ensure that local craftsman-
ship receives the recognition,
protection and promotion it
truly deserves. He reiterated
that District administration is
committed to continue organis-
ing such heritage-focused pro-

grammes to promote cultural
preservation, artisan empower-
ment, youth engagement and
sustainable economic develop-
ment across the district.

The event witnessed the
presence of several senior dis-
trict officers including GM DIC
Budgam Zahid Rashid, SDM
Beerwah Taufeeq Gazi, Chief
Planning Officer Budgam
Javaid Ahmad Najar, CEO
Municipal Council Budgam
Bilal Ahmad, CEO Budgam
Rifat Irfan, District Information
Officer Budgam Iram Khan, EO
Municipal Committee Beer-
wah Zamir Lone, besides other
senior officers of the district
administration.

Large participation was also
recorded from students of vari-
ous schools and colleges, local
youth, traditional artisans, Self
Help Groups (SHGS), craftsper-
sons and members of the general
public, reflecting strong commu-
nity engagement and interest in
heritage preservation.

On the first day of the work-
shop, various competitions
were organised including cal-
ligraphy, painting and sketch-

ing, aimed at nurturing creativ-
ity among students and young
artists. Multiple stalls were set
up showcasing a wide range of
traditional crafts such as Paper
Machie, Kani weaving, Sozni
embroidery, cooper making,
Kangri making, wood carving
and other indigenous art forms.

An exclusive art gallery was
also displayed featuring iconic
paintings depicting old Jammu
& Kashmir, offering visitors a
glimpse into the region’s his-
torical, cultural and artistic
evolution.

Traditional activities such as
yarn weaving and other heri-
tage processes were also dem-
onstrated live, giving partici-
pants a hands-on understand-
ing of age-old techniques.

The workshop is being organ-
ised by District Administration
Budgam in collaboration with
the Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts (IGNCA)
and the National Institute of
Fashion Technology (NIFT),
Budgam, ensuring expert guid-
ance, technical support and
national-level exposure for
local talen

H&H Dept B'pora organizes Capacity

DC G'bal chairs DLIC meet, reviews
implementation of Mission YUVA scheme

-

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: In a significant
push towards youth empow-
erment and entrepreneurship,
a meeting of the District Level
Implementation Committee
(DLIC) of Mission YUVA was
held Thursday at Ganderbal
under the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Ganderbal, Jatin Kishore.

At the outset, the Additional
District Development Commis-
sioner apprised the chair about
the progress achieved in pro-
cessing of applications at vari-
ous stages under Mission YUVA
in the district.

While reviewing the prog-
ress of the scheme, the DC
highlighted the pivotal role

of Mission YUVA in fostering
entrepreneurship, enhancing
skills, and creating employ-
ment opportunities for young
aspirants in the district.

He directed the con-
cerned department to dis-
pose-off cases timely and
stressed that there should
be no pendencies. He also
directed the Lead District
Manager (LDM) to immedi-
ately process all loan cases
currently under process to
ensure timely financial sup-
port to beneficiaries.

The DC called for wide
publicity and promotion of
the posts of External Trainers
under the scheme. He further
stressed the need for early
finalization of mentors under

Mission YUVA.

During the meeting, the
committee examined cases
related to the establishment
of nano-enterprises under the
Mission YUVA scheme.

After detailed scrutiny, 202
fresh cases were unanimously
approved, aimed at promoting
self-employment and ensur-
ing sustainable livelihoods for
local youth.

The meeting was attended
by Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner, Manzoor
Ahmad; Lead District Manager,
Cluster Head J&K Bank, Assis-
tant Director Employment,
District Social Welfare Officer,
District Nodal Officer JKEDI,
and other concerned officers
and officials.

Building Programme under RAMP

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Department
of Handicrafts and Hand-
loom (H&H), Bandipora
organized a one-day Capac-
ity Building Programme
under the Raising and
Accelerating MSME Perfor-
mance (RAMP) initiative at
Town Hall, Municipal Com-
mittee Hajin.

The programme was

|

and weavers associated
with GI, ODOP, DEH and
other unique handicraft
and handloom products of
the Kashmir Division.
Assistant Director
Handicrafts & Handloom
Bandipora, District Nodal
Officer JKEDI Bandipora,
and senior faculty member
JKEDI, besides other

PM Modi thwarts Oppn attempts at disrupting RS
address, defends govt and criticises Congress's past

IANS

NEW DELHI: It was
apparent that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi came
to Parliament on Thursday,
prepared for an Opposition
onslaught, and if the Con-
gress thought of blocking
him from participating in
the Motion of Thanks on
the President's address like
it did in the Lower House
on Wednesday, it failed in
the Rajya Sabha.

"I thank my friends in
the Congress who have
provoked me earlier. I've
been blocked from speak-
ing five-six times in the last
10 years. They know, I don't
stop when I start speaking,"
the Prime Minister said,
much to the amusement of
the House, while concluding
anearly 100-minute speech.

"T'd told them earlier,
there's one person standing.
Now they've realised they
can't... they can't always
have their way. Better sense
has prevailed, which I hope
will stay with them," he
added with a smile.

His speech began amid
loud slogans from the Oppo-
sition benches where the voice
of Congress President and
Rajya Sabha's Leader of Oppo-
sition Mallikarjun Kharge's
voice was prominent.

A concerned Prime Min-
ister urged Rajya Sabha
Chairman C.P. Radhakrish-
nan to advise Mallikarjun
Kharge, 83, to raise slogans
while seated, letting the par-
ty's younger MPs be on feet.

But delivered with char-
acteristic sharpness, the
Prime Minister's remark
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drew immediate fire from
the Opposition benches,
who further raised the pitch
that turned the House into
a theatre of slogans and
interruptions; till staging a
walkout.

After the initial few min-
utes of chaos, the Prime
Minister's voice was audi-
ble as he went on compare a
government of the past that
hardly worked and one that
delivers, even against odds.

Prime Minister Modi
began by highlighting
India's journey towards
Viksit Bharat, amidst the
uproar, with the Opposition
benches raising slogans of
"Let LoP speak" and "Dicta-
torship won't be allowed".

Undeterred, the Prime
Minister continued, taking
short pauses when the cre-
scendo rose, and then went
on uninterrupted after the
Congress walkout.

He noted his govern-
ment's banking and public
sector reforms, launching a
broadside against the Con-
gress and later, the Trin-
amool Congress.

Highlighting achieve-
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ments in the banking sector,
PM Modi pointed out how
non-performing assets
(NPAs) have been reduced
to below one per cent.

In contrast to work done
by past governments, the
Prime Minister claimed that
public sector undertakings
(PSUs) have now reached
record profits and are
serving as catalysts for the
'Make-in-India’ initiative,
generating employment,
and expanding globally.

Targeting the Trinamool
Congress, he pointed out
how "some parties" want to
shield illegal immigrants
who are stealing jobs from
the youth, encroaching on
Adivasi (tribal) lands, esca-
lating violence, and endan-
gering women's safety,
by even taking to legal
recourse.

Meanwhile, he pointed
out, how poor law and
order situation plagues West
Bengal.

Drawing on the criti-
cisms of the country's recent
agreements, terming these
as "deals", PM Modi stressed
that today it evokes positive

trade agreements, whereas
in the past it reminded
people of scandals like the
infamous Bofors deal, which
allegedly added to personal
enrichment.

There was aggression,
sarcasm, and a moment of
emotion when the Prime
Minister referred to the
Opposition's long-standing
criticism, declaring that
their repeated attempts of
"Modi Teri Kabra Khudegi
(dig a grave for PM Modi)"
would ultimately fail.

He asserted that for 25
years of their daily insults,
he has been steadfast, driv-
ing major decisions, includ-
ing the abrogation of Article
370, ending terrorism in the
Northeast, surgical strikes
against Pakistani terror
bases, strong action against
Maoists, and scrapping out-
dated river-sharing provi-
sions with Pakistan.

He stressed that the
Opposition cannot stand
his rise or endurance in
power, viewing the Prime
Minister's post as their
"family legacy". Calling out
their lectures on the Con-
stitution, PM Modi accused
the Opposition benches of
insulting an Adivasi woman
in the highest constitutional
office, referring to President
Droupadi Murmu.

Condemning attacks
on BJP leaders, the Prime
Minister recalled the plight
of nominated Rajya Sabha
member C. Sadanandan
Master from Kerala, who
lost both legs in a brutal
political attack 31 years ago
in 1994, allegedly carried out
by the CPI-M.

departmental officials were
present on the occasion.
Experts and faculty
members from JKEDI
sensitized the participants
about the importance of
innovative designing, pack-
aging, branding and colour
schemes for developing
market-oriented products,
besides apprising them of
new marketing strategies.
The Assistant Director

Handicrafts emphasized the
significance of GI labelling,
QR coding of products and
the role of e-market plat-
forms in enhancing the reach
of handicrafts and handloom
products at national and
international levels.

A large number of arti-
sans and weavers partici-
pated in the programme
with enthusiasm.

DC Kulgam reviews
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KULGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam,
Athar Aamir Khan, Thurs-
day convened a meeting of
officers to finalize arrange-
ments for the forthcoming
Mahashivratri celebra-
tions in the district.
During the meeting, the
DC reviewed the prepared-
ness of various depart-
ments and issued neces-
sary directions to ensure
smooth and hassle-free
celebrations.
He directed the con-
cerned departments to

arrangements
. WL B

for Mahashivratri
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ensure uninterrupted
power and water supply
and adequate availabil-
ity of rations at Vessu
Migrant Colony, Manzgam,
Kulgam, Chawalgam, and
other habitations of the
Pandit community across
the district.

The Assistant Director
Fisheries was instructed
to ensure availability of
trout fish by establish-
ing sale outlets at vari-
ous designated locations.
Concerned departments
were directed to maintain
adequate stocks of veg-
etables and walnuts, while

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

the Chief Medical Officer
was asked to make proper
medical arrangements,
including deployment of
medical teams and avail-
ability of ambulances at
all key locations.

Executive Officers were
directed to ensure proper
sanitation and cleanliness
at all temples and sur-
rounding areas.

The DC further
instructed all officers to
coordinate closely and
ensure comprehensive
arrangements at all iden-
tified locations for the
convenience of devotees.

SCHOOL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT GIVIL SECRETARIAT, J&K.

Subject:

Dated: 04.02.2026

DIPK-10628-25
DT: 05/02/2026

Verification of Character & Antecedents of the applicant who have applied for compassionate
appointment case under SR0O-43 of 1994. Reference: 0.M No. GAD-SR0/240/2025 (7713127) Dated:
20.01.2026 from the General Administration Department.

NOTICE

The applicant namely Mtr. Naseerah Bano W/o Late Gulzar Ahmad Khar (deceased RRT Teacher) R/o Laktipora
Hafizabad, Tehsil Bijbehara, District Anantnag is hereby informed to submit her email ID and contact details
in the office of Commissioner/Secretary to the Government, School Education Department Civil Secretariat
Jammu in person, within a period of 21 days positively, for uploading/registering the same on the employees
verification system (EVS), for obtaining the Character and Antecedents report from the Criminal Investigation
Department, failing which she shall forfeit her right for appointment under Compassionate Appointment
rules notified vide SRO-43 of 1994.
No. Edu-SR0J/10/2022-01(159882)

Under Secretary to the Government
School Education Department

(Thannaji Bhat)

GOVERNMENT
POLYTECHNIC

COLLEGE KUPWARA

[}
- =

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL

KARIHAMA, KUPWARA-193222

Email: gpoly.kup@jk.gov.in | gpolycollegekup@gmail.com

Subject: Engagement of Guest Faculty for Session May-June 2026.

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for engagement of Guest Faculty for the academic session May-June 2026 in
Government Polytechnic College Kupwara, purely on temporary basis as per details given below.

GOVERNMENT POLYTECHNIC COLLEGE KUPWARA

S.no

Branch / Subject

No of Positions (Tentative)

Minimum Qualification

1. |Civil Engineering |02

B.E / B.Tech in Civil Engineering

TERMS & CONDITIONS

The numbers of positions available are tentative & subject to review by the Directorate of Skill Development Department.
The Curriculum Vitae (CV) mandatorily including qualification (with marks / CGPA) and relevant experience should be mailed on govt.
olytechkupwara@gmail.com by or before 12-02-2026.

1. The engagement of Guest Faculty is purely on temporary basis for a period of one Academic Session May-June 2026 or till the
post is filled by regular faculty, which ever may happen earlier.
2. The selected Guest Faculty will be paid remuneration @ 750 per hour subject to the ceiling of Rs 20000/ Per month as per Govt
order no 89-JK (DSD) of 2021 dated 18/11/2021.
3. Selected Candidates shall submit undertaking/Affidavit duly authenticated by the First Class Magistrate before joining wherein
clearly the conditions are stipulated that he/she shall not claim for continuation of his / her services and that the agreement
can be terminated at any point of time without any notice period.

$CM K¢

No: GPCK/Estt/2025-26/729-34 Sd/-
Dated: 05 /02/2026 Principal
DIPK-10652-25 Government Polytechnic College
DT: 05/02/2026 Kupwara
o 000
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Govt releases Rs 137 cr for
upgrading sports infrain

J&K: Satish Sharma
-

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Govern-
ment Thursday informed
the house that an amount
of over Rs. 137 crore has
been released for upgrada-
tion of sports infrastruc-
ture across Jammu and
Kashmir during 2025-26.

Besides, an amount
of over Rs. 2.57 crore has
been released for upgrad-
ing sports infrastructure
in Samba district alone
during the current finan-
cial year.

This information was
given by Minister for Youth
Services and Sports Satish
Sharma while replying to
a question raised by Chan-
der Parkash Ganga.

The Minister further
said that an amount of
Rs.150 crore has been
approved under the Capex
budget for sports sector
and related activities in

Jammu and Kashmir, of
which, Rs. 56.57 crore stand
expended upto December
2025.

The Minister also
informed that the activi-
ties undertaken in Vijay-
pur constituency included
development of Playfield
at Katwalta Purman-
dal, Chain Link Fencing

around Synthetic Hand-
ball Court at Government
HS Tarore Bari Brahma-
na, Playground at Rahya
Morh Panchayat Halqga
Patti near Railway Cross-
ing Vijaypur, Sports Sta-
dium at Birpur Vijaypur
and Kick Boxing Ring at
Panchayat Bagla Rahya
Vijaypur.

T20 World Cup: Surya downplays impact of
dew on matches, says they will continue to
go by their preparations and plans

IANS

MUMBAI: With just two
days to go for the start of
the ICC Men's T20 World
Cup 2026 at which India
will be defending the
title they won two years
back, skipper Suryaku-
mar Yadav said being the
defending champion does
not mean they are under
pressure of expectations.

As the captains of the
participating teams faced
the media at the pre-event
media briefing, India's T20
captain was grilled on the
pressure on his team, his
recent run of form, and the
impact of conditions on the
performances, considering
the conditions the team
will be playing in.

SKY said being the
defending champion does
not spell extra pressure for
India, considering the team's
recent form as they handed
New Zealand a 4-1 defeatina
five-match T20I series.

"I think the way we've
been playing, it looks like
that. But on a given day,
when you play a game, you
have to bring your A game
on. You have to play good
cricket. But there are defi-
nitely good 19 teams in the
competition, and I'm sure
every game will be very
important," Suryakumar
Yadav said.

Surya reiterated his
recent assertion that he is
not out of form but rather
short of runs. The Indian
captain has scored a couple
of valuable half-centuries
against New Zealand in the
recent series.

"I had said the same
thing sitting here - 1
remember, I'm not out

of form, out of runs. But
yeah, it's always good to
be back amongst the runs,
that too before a big tour-
nament," said Suryakumar
Yadav, considered one of
the best batters in T20Is
because of his 360-degree
strokemaking.

Suryakumar was also
questioned over the con-
cern raised by former
India captain MS Dhoni,
who said, considering the
season and the venues, dew
could be a major factor
impacting the matches. In
case of a copious amount
of dew, bowling with the
wet ball in the second
innings has turned out to
be a Herculean task.

The Indian captain said
dew was something not
under their control, and
therefore, he would rather
focus on things that are
in their hands. He said
they would continue to do
things that have worked for
them in recent times -- like
batting first -- without wor-
rying about dew.

"All the matches are
important, but at the same
time, we'll see what our

strong points are, what
kind of cricket we want
to play. Dew is not in our
control. Sometimes, if you
win the toss and do the
fielding first and then do
the batting, then you don't
get dew. But it's not in our
control. We want to see
what's in our control.
"We're doing good bat-
ting first. And we're doing
total chases too. So there's
no problem with both those
things. So whatever the sit-
uation will be on the day, be
it a league game or a semi-
final or final, we'll decide
on the day. If we want to
bat, we'll bat first. The
runs on board have always
been better. And if you've
seen, when we're batting,
making runs, and defend-
ing, we've played so many
matches in dew. So we've
got an idea. And so many
people have been play-
ing franchise cricket and
international cricket for
so many years in the team.
So I think that's a factor
that we should get out of
the game and we should
focus on playing some good
cricket," he added.

Rew and Mhatre look ahead to
U19 World Cup final

IANS

HARARE: India is one of
the most successful teams
in the ICC Men's U19 World
Cup, having won multiple
titles and reached the final
on numerous occasions. As
they get ready for another
summit clash and the pos-
sibility of adding another
title to their Kkitty, England
Under-19s captain Thomas
Rew is determined to treat
Friday's final as ‘just anoth-
er game’ as his side takes on
India in Harare.

England have not won
the tournament since 1998,
coming closest four years ago
when they were beaten by Fri-
day’s opponents in the final.

Rew’s sparkling century
was key to his side’s 27-run
victory over Australia in a
thrilling semi-final on Tues-
day, taking his tournament
tally to 299 runs at 74.75.

He hailed his top-order col-
leagues for laying the foun-
dations during England’s
unbeaten tournament so far
— Ben Mayes has impressed
with 399 runs at a shade
under 80 — and believes his
side have what it takes to
clear the final hurdle.

“It means a lot,” he said
in the pre-match press
conference in Harare on
Thursday. “We came into
this tournament with one
aspiration, and now there is
one more game left. We have
all had dreams of lifting the
World Cup, but we have to
treat it as just another game
of cricket.

“It helps batting with
our top order, every single
person puts pressure back
on the bowler, and that takes
the pressure off you. All the
credit has to go to them. The
communication has been
good among the squad, and

I'm just trying to play some
strong shots and hope for
the best,” the England U19
captain added.

England’s bowling attack
has been key to their suc-
cess. Nobody has more wick-
ets in the competition than
Manny Lumsden, whose 15
wickets have come at under
12 runs apiece, while Ral-
phie Albert and Sebastian
Morgan have also made
valuable contributions.

Reflecting on their suc-
cessful defence of 277
against Australia, Rew
added: “It’s always nice bat-
ting first on a wicket that
deteriorates.

“It wasn’t as bad as previ-
ously, but we used it to our
advantage with the ball;
we bashed away at hard
lengths. Our bowlers have
done that all tournament,
and that’s why we’ve done
really well.”
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WPL 2026: Smriti, Georgia lead RCB to second
title win with six-wicket victory over DC

IANS

VADODARA: Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru (RCB)
clinched their second
Women'’s Premier League
title after beating Delhi
Capitals by six wickets at
the BCA Stadium, Kotambi
in Vadodara on Thursday.
After captain Jemimah
Rodrigues top-scored with
57 to take DC to 203/4, RCB
completed the highest suc-
cessful chase in a WPL
final in 19.4 overs with
immaculate ease.

The victory also made
RCB the first team to win
the title after finishing top
of the group stage stand-
ings, and the first franchise
to hold both IPL and WPL
crowns simultaneously.
Captain Smriti Mandhana
produced her finest and
classy WPL innings, scor-
ing 87 off 41 balls, laced
with 12 fours and three
sixes.

She managed only six
runs from her first five
deliveries but accelerated
spectacularly thereafter,
striking boundaries almost
every over. Her knock
also made her the tourna-
ment’s leading run-scorer,
as Smriti became the back-
bone of RCB’s dominating
chase.

Smriti shared a decisive
165-run partnership off 92
balls with Georgia Voll,
who made a sublime 79
off 54 balls, studded with
14 boundaries. Every over
of the chase featured at
least one boundary, a sta-
tistic that underlined the
dominance of their batting
effort.

Despite a little wobble
at the end, thanks to DC
bowling pace-off deliver-
ies, Radha Yadav ensured
RCB crossed the line with
successive boundaries
and triggered celebratory
scenes in the dugout. DC,
playing their fourth con-
secutive final, were at the
receiving end of the Smriti-
Georgia masterclass, send-
ing the ball to all parts of
the park and suffering yet
another painful defeat,
despite posting the highest
first innings total in a WPL

€

final.

Chasing 204, Grace
Harris hit two early bound-
aries off a drive and inside
edge against Marizanne
Kapp in the opening over,
before being beaten by
movement and low bounce
from Chinelle Henry to be
castled through the gate for
nine. Smriti got going with
a stylish off-drive for four,
while Georgia opened her
account with a flick and
drive off Marizanne, fetch-
ing her boundaries.

Georgia continued her
strokeplay by flicking Chi-
nelle through midwicket
and scooping over short
fine leg for boundaries,
before cutting and driv-
ing Marizanne for back-
to-back fours. Despite
Nandni Sharma’s introduc-
tion, there was no respite
for DC as Georgia swiped
her for four, before Smriti
slogged and swept her for
two boundaries.

The duo took a bound-
ary each off N Sree Cha-
rani — Georgia, hitting her
over mid-off, while Smriti
pierced off-side field with
precision, before the
former and latter took a
four off Minnu Mani and
Shafali Verma respectively.

Smriti pulled a short
ball from Nandni over
square leg for six, before
dancing down the pitch to
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loft Charani over long-on.
After Georgia raised her
fifty, Smriti brought up
her half-century by lofting
Sneh Rana over extra cover
for four. It also helped that
DC fed them the lengths
RCB needed - Georgia cut-
ting and pulling Sneh Rana
for fours.

Chinelle returned to be
greeted with a sweep from
Smriti that cleared back-
ward square leg, before
Georgia’s powerful pull
beat the deep fielder to get
another boundary. Cha-
rani’s return in the 13th
over saw Smriti pull and
punch off the back foot to
get fours, while Georgia
got low to pull for the third
boundary in the over.

Marizanne’s reintro-
duction in the 14th over
was met with lofted drives
from Smriti going straight
down the ground and over
mid-off. After Georgia
hoicked Nandni over mid-
wicket and Smriti again
danced down the pitch to
loft Minnu over mid-off to
get more boundaries, RCB
were cruising in the chase.

Though Georgia and
Richa Ghosh fell in quick
succession after holing
out to long-on off Minnu
and Nandni respectively,
Smriti’s dismissal for 87
after Chinelle uprooted
her leg-stump left RCB on

a tricky pitch. But Radha’s
consecutive boundaries
off Charani - lofting over
cover-point and crunch-
ing over cover - sealed the
trophy win in RCB’s favour.

Previously, after Lizelle
Lee and Shafali Verma pro-
vided the early momentum,
Jemimah took charge with
a sparkling knock, show-
casing her sublime timing
and ability to pick gaps
with awe-inspiring ease to
get eight boundaries.

Laura Wolvaardt
chipped in with a useful 44
off 25 balls, while Chinelle
Henry played a blister-
ing cameo of 35 off just 15
balls to power Delhi past
the 200-run mark. Such
was the effect of Chinelle’s
finishing touch that DC
plundered 55 runs in the
last four overs.

For RCB, Lauren Bell
was the lone bright spot
with the ball with her
spell of 0-19 in four overs,
but the rest of the attack
struggled with their lines
and lengths, offering scor-
ing opportunities almost
every over. RCB staged a
brief comeback after Jemi-
mah’s dismissal in the 16th
over, but Chinelle’s late
fireworks dashed their
hopes.

DC began by making
only nine runs in the first
three overs before Lizelle

broke free by walloping
Sayali Satghare for two
sixes and set the tone for
what turned out to be one
of their most complete
batting performances in
the competition. Shafali
opened up by striking suc-
cessive boundaries off
Arundhati Reddy before
perishing to a sharp catch
by Richa Ghosh for 20.

But Lizelle continued
to attack, hammering
Shreyanka Patil for three
fours and a six in the sev-
enth over, but Nadine de
Klerk provided the break-
through by removing her
for 37 — miscuing slog to
long-on. Jemimah came
in and was fluent against
both pace and spin from the
get-go, striking boundaries
through cover, extra cover,
and point. With Laura set-
tling in, the pair kept the
scoreboard ticking.

The 12th over proved
to be pivotal, as Jemimah
showcased her full range
- cover-driving, sweeping,
and cutting Shreyanka for
three boundaries, before
slicing fiercely off Radha
Yadav. Jemimah soon
reached her half-century in
the 15th over, before falling
for 57, as she was caught by
deep square leg off Sayali
Satghare.

But Laura and Chinelle
unleashed a brutal assault
in the death overs. Chi-
nelle, in particular, tore
into Nadine de Klerk in the
18th over, smashing four
boundaries and a six to col-
lect 24 runs. The duo took
a boundary each off Sayali
in the final over, yielding 15
runs, before Laura was run
out while attempting a des-
perate second run, as DC
put RCB on the path of a
daunting chase, which they
completed in a dominating
fashion.

Brief Scores: Delhi Capi-
tals 203/4 in 20 overs (Jemi-
mah Rodrigues 57, Laura
Wolvaardt 44; Arundhati
Reddy 1-40, Sayali Satghare
1-46) lost to Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru 204/4in 19.4
overs (Smriti Mandhana
87, Georgia Voll 79; Chi-
nelle Henry 2-34, Minnu
Mani 1-19) by six wickets
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Friday, 6 February

TICKETS AT
www.bookmyshow.com
www.inoxmovies.com
Paytm, Inox App or
Directly from the booking
counter at the cinema.
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