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Today, India is emerging as a knowledge economy.
| India’s rank in the Global Innovation Index was 76 in
| 2014, which has improved to 39 in 2024.
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LG Unveils SMVD Shrine Board’s

Panchang Cal

9]

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Friday
unveiled the Panchang
Calendar-2026 and the offi-
cial diary of the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
(SMVDSB) at Lok Bhavan.

The 2026 Panchang, curat-
ed under the expert guidance
of eminent scholars and
priests, serves as a compre-
hensive spiritual guide for
devotees. It provides detailed
information on auspicious
dates (tithis), festivals, and
religious observances for the
year 2026.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor appreciated the Shrine
Board’s efforts in preserv-
ing timeless spiritual tradi-
tions while ensuring modern
utility for pilgrims. He
observed that such initiatives
strengthen the spiritual con-
nect of devotees across the
globe and underscore the
Shrine Board’s commitment
to service.

Shri Sachin Kumar
Vaishya, Chief Executive
Officer, SMVDSB briefed that
the calendar also highlights
several landmark initiatives
of the Shrine Board dedicat-
ed to devotees, community
welfare and environmental
sustainability.

ar, Diary

— . R
The board has also taken
up green Trikuta Hills initia-
tive, an environmental drive
aimed at preserving the natu-
ral sanctity of the Shrine’s
surrounding; the provision
of free Langar Sewa for devo-
tees; the Swachhata Abhiyan,
reinforcing the message of
cleanliness and collective
responsibility along the pil-
grimage route, and the dedi-
cation of five temples to the

HE 2026
PANCHANG,

curated under the
expert guidance of eminent
scholars and priests,
serves as a comprehensive
spiritual guide for devotees.

public in District Reasi, sym-
bolizing the Board’s efforts
to enrich the spiritual land-
scape of the region.

Dr. Mandeep K. Bhan-
dari, Principal Secretary to
Lieutenant Governor; Shri
Ramesh Kumar, Divisional
Commissioner Jammu;
Mohammad Aijaz Asad, Sec-
retary to the Government,
Department of Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayati Raj;
Shri Alok Kumar Maurya,
Additional CEO, eP-06

Rajnath Singh Cautions Against Rising
Threat Of ‘White Collar Terrorism’

Says Professional Degrees Alone Cannot Prevent Terror

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Asserting that
terrorism is no longer confined
to the uneducated, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Friday cautioned against the
rising threat of “white-collar
terrorism” in the country.

Speaking at the 104th foun-
dation day of Bhupal Nobles’
University in Udaipur, Singh,
referred to the Nov 10, 2025
blast in Delhi. “Terrorism
should not be viewed as a prob-
lem limited to the uneducat-
ed. In the Red Fort blast indi-
viduals having professional
degrees were involved,” Singh
said.

The Defence Minister said,
“Those involved in the inci-
dent were doctors. The case
has shown that education
without values and character
can have serious consequences
for the society.”

Singh said the purpose of
education should not be con-
fined to professional achieve-
ment alone but should include
the development of morality,
ethics and a sense of respon-

He added that knowledge
must be accompanied by
wisdom to ensure it was used
in a constructive manner.

Rajnath Singh said India
was moving steadily towards
achieving self-reliance in
defence production and would
be capable of meeting its weap-
ons requirements domestically
within the next 15 to 20 years.

Singh said the emergence of

had strengthened indigenous
innovation and reduced depen-
dence on imports.

He said many of these
enterprises were developing
technologies based on practi-
cal requirements while align-
ing with international bench-
marks.

The defence minister said
India’s innovation landscape
had undergone a shift in

the country had improved its
position in the Global Innova-
tion Index, rising from 76th in
2014 to 39th in 2024. He added
that the digital economy now
contributed a larger share to
national income and that India
had become the world’s third-
largest startup ecosystem.
Singh said rapid technologi-
cal change required society to
remain informed and adapt-

sibility.

startups in the defence sector

recent years. He noted that

able. He stressed eP-06

SINGH SAID RAPID TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE REQUIRED SOCIETY TO

remain informed and adaptable. He stressed that the availability of data and information was no longer a
challenge, but the ability to apply knowledge responsibly remained a concern.

Weather To Remain
Dry For 3 Days

-

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir is likely to wit-
ness generally dry weath-
er from January 3 to 5,
with partly cloudy skies
expected between Janu-
ary 7 and 15.

According to the details
available, dense to very
dense fog is likely at a few
places over the plains of
the Jammu division during
the next three days.

The Indian Meteoro-
logical Centre in Srinagar
stated that daytime maxi-
mum temperatures across
the Kashmir division
remained below normal
on Friday, while night
temperatures were close
to seasonal averages.

Srinagar recorded a
maximum of 0.1°C against
anormal of 7.7°C and a mini-
mum of -2.4°C, indicating a
departure of 2.5°C below
normal. Pahalgam recorded
a low of -6.2°C, while Gul-
marg experienced -7.0°C
overnight, with snow depth
at 5 cm, reflecting lingering
winter conditions in higher
altitudes.

In the Jammu division,
Jammu city reported a
maximum of 6.0°C and a
minimum of 7.2°C, slight-
ly below seasonal norms.
Bani, Batote, Katra, and
Kathua reported eP-06

Police Attach Properties Of Seven
lllegally Residing In Pakistan

IANS

JAMMU: Police in Jammu
and Kashmir's Kathua dis-
trict on Friday said they have
attached 10 kanals and 15
marlas of land belong-
ing to seven persons
who are illegally
residing in Paki-
stan.

In a statement,
the police said the
attachment was
carried out following
orders of the Special
Court, Jammu. Kathua Police
executed attachment war-
rants against seven accused
persons from Tehsil Lohai
Malhar in Kathua district
who are currently residing
in Pakistan and are involved
in FIR No. 21/2024 registered
under Sections 61(1) and 147
of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS),
Sections 13, 16, 18, 38 and 39
of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, and Sec-
tions 2 and 3 of the Enemy

Infiltration and Movement
Control Ordinance (EIMCO)
Act at Police Station Malhar.

The police said proclama-
tions had been issued against
all 4seven accused, who
continued to remain
absconding despite
repeated notices.

The attached
properties belong
to Mohd Ayaz alias
Adeel Ansari, son
of Ghulam Hus-
sain, resident of
Lohai Malhar (one
kanal); Abdul Kareem alias
Bitta, son of Abdul Sattar,
resident of Malhar, Kathua
(12 marlas); Sarfraz Nawaz
alias Nawaz Ahmad, son of
Mohd Saleem, resident of
Lohai Malhar, Kathua (one
kanal and 10 marlas); Mohd
Farooq alias Farooq Ahmed,
son of Abdul Rehman,
resident of Lohai Malhar,
Kathua (one kanal and five
marlas); Mohd Hafeez, son
of Mohd Bhatt, resident of
Lohai Malhar, eP-06

Kashmir’s Only Cancer Centre Faces Criticism
Over Lack Of Advanced Diagnostic Tests

Patients, Doctors Demand Modern Molecular, Cytogenetic Facilities To Prevent Delays

JAHANGEER GANAIE

i SRINAGAR: Sher-i-Kashmir
i Institute of Medical Sciences
i (SKIMS), Soura — the only
i tertiary care cancer treatment
i centre in Kashmir — is facing
i\ serious criticism from patients
i and healthcare professionals
' over the non-availability of sev-
i eral crucial and advanced diag-
' nostic tests required for accurate
E detection, staging, and monitor-
1 ingof cancers.

: Despite catering to thousands
i of cancer patients from across
i the Valley and adjoining regions,
i SKIMS currently lacks access to
' awiderange of essential investi-
i gations that are considered stan-
' dard of care in modern oncol-
i ogy. As a result, a majority of
! patients are being compelled
i to travel to hospitals outside
i Jammu and Kashmir, mainly
i in Delhi, Chandigarh, Mumbai

= - .

and other metropolitan cities, for
both diagnosis and treatment.

While a small section of
patients can afford the finan-
cial burden of travel, accom-
modation and private testing,
the majority — particularly
those from rural and economi-
cally weaker backgrounds — are
left to suffer due to delayed or
incomplete treatment.

Details obtained reveal that

several critical investigations
are unavailable or inacces-
sible at SKIMS. These include
HLA Typing for Bone Marrow
Transplant (BMT), essential for
matching donors and recipients
in blood cancers like leukemia
and lymphoma; Chimerism
Testing to assess transplant suc-
cess; Minimal Residual Disease
(MRD) Testing to detect micro-
scopic cancer cells eP-06

Gol Restores Financial

Powers Of Laakh LG

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: In a sig-
nificant development, the
Union Finance Ministry has
restored the financial powers
of the Lieutenant Governor
of Ladakh. The Ministry
has delegated authority for
appraisal and approval of
projects up to Rs 100 crore to
the administrators/LGs of
Ladakh, Andaman & Nicobar
Islands, Chandigarh, Dadra
& Nagar Haveli and Daman &
Diu, and Lakshadweep.

According to a commu-
nique, these powers have
been granted under the Del-
egation of Financial Powers
Rules (DFPRs), 2024.

As per the conditions laid
down by the Ministry the
Administrators must exer-
cise these powers in consul-
tation with the respective
UT’s Secretary (Finance)
or Financial Advisor and
approvals can only be given
after ensuring adequate bud-
getary provisions.

The letter states that the
delegated powers cannot be
further re-delegated.

It further states that
details of all proposals sanc-
tioned under these powers
must be submitted quarterly
to the Department of Expen-
diture through the Ministry
of Home Affairs-by the end
of July, October, January,
and April.

As per the communique,
the powers of administrators
and LGs to sanction expen-
diture-from in-principle
approval to final approval,
including eP-06

Kashmir’s Endangered Hangul Population
Rises To 323 At Tral Breeding Centre

Steady Increase Since 2008 Offers Hope For Species’ Recovery

JAHANGEER GANAIE

PULWAMA: In a positive develop-
ment for wildlife conservation in
Jammu and Kashmir, the popula-
tion of the endangered Kashmiri
Hangul (Cervus hanglu hanglu)
at the Tral Conservation Breeding
Centre has increased to 323 in 2025,
up from just 127 in 2008, according
to the latest census data compiled
by the Wildlife Protection Depart-

ment.

Officials said that the increase,
though modest, is significant given
the sharp and alarming decline the
species has witnessed over the last
century. Historical records indi-
cate that the Hangul population
stood at around 5,000 individuals

nearly 118 years ago.

Continuous habitat loss, human
disturbance, poaching, and eco-
logical degradation reduced their

»

numbers drastically, eventu-
ally leading to the species being
declared critically endangered.
Wildlife Warden South Kash-
mir, Suhail Ahmad, said that sus-
tained and scientific conservation

ing the population.

said.

endangered species.

efforts at the Hangul Conservation
Breeding Centre in Shikargah,
Tral, have played a crucial role in
stabilising and gradually increas-

“The Hangul conservation
breeding centre at Shikargah Tral,
spread over 2.5 hectares, has been
made fully functional. The entire
area has been properly fenced with
a power fence to minimise threats
and prevent intrusion,” Ahmad

He added that the improved
infrastructure has significantly
reduced risks from predators,
stray animals, and human inter-
ference, creating a safer and more
controlled environment for the

Experts point out that Hangul
populations in natural forest areas
continue to face serious challeng-
es. Rapid urbanisation, eP-06

Seasonal Rainfall
Deficit Prevails
In J&K

AGENCIES

340 Killed In 2,356 Accidents On

Jammu-Srinagar H

UMAISAR GULL GANIE

SRINAGAR: The India Meteo-
rological Department (IMD) on
Friday said that Jammu and
Kashmir recorded a significant
deficit in seasonal rainfall from
October 1 to December 31, 2025.

According to the IMD data
accessed, the overall rainfall
for the region was 77.5 mm, 39
per cent below the long-term
normal of 127.7 mm.

South Kashmir’s Shopian
district recorded the largest
shortfall, with 21.8 mm of rain-
fall, 78 per cent below normal.
Kistwar and Ladakh (Leh) fol-
lowed closely, with deficits of
76 per cent and 72 per cent,
respectively, the data stated,
adding, other districts facing
significant shortfalls included
Pulwama (-52%), Baramula
(-58%), Ganderbal (-48%), and
Srinagar (-51%). Kupwara also
experienced below-normal
rainfall, with 60.6 mm recorded
against the normal 170.9 mm, a
departure of 65 per cent.

The data revealed eP-06
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RAMBAN: More than
340 people lost their lives
in about 2,300 road acci-
dents on the Jammu-Sri-
nagar National Highway
over the past two years,
officials said on Friday.

Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Traffic,
National Highway, Raja
Adil Hamid Ganaie said,
“As many as 1,056 road
accidents were reported
on the highway in 2025,
claiming 170 lives. In com-
parison, 1,300 accidents
occurred in 2024, result-
ing in 173 fatalities.”

Sharing the enforce-
ment data for 2025, the
SSP said that a total of
88,700 challans were
issued during the year,
imposing fines amount-
ing to Rs 10.61 crore, of
which around Rs 3 crore
was realised.

He said 497 vehicles
without valid documents

were seized, while five
FIRs were registered
against habitual traffic
violators.

He said that special
enforcement drives were
conducted throughout
the year to curb traffic
violations. “As many as
153 special drives were
carried out across the
highway jurisdiction,
focusing mainly on vis-
ible offences such as the
use of pressure horns,
overloading and non-use
of seat belts,” he said.

Referring to the chal-

ighway In 2-Years

¥

lenges faced by the Traf-
fic Police in the year 2025,
the SSP said, “The year
proved to be challenging
for traffic management
on the highway, espe-
cially as heavy monsoon
rains caused extensive
damage at multiple loca-
tions, including Ramban
and Udhampur.”

During that period, he
said, the priority of the
Traffic Police was regula-
tion rather than enforce-
ment, with all available
manpower deployed to
ensure smooth eP-06
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JKEDI launches 5thbatch

of MDPs under RAM

Schemein Shoplan

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir Entrepreneur-
ship Development Insti-
tute (JKEDI) on Friday
launched the fifth batch of
Management Development
Programmes (MDPs) at
Shopian under the Raising
and Accelerating MSME
Performance (RAMP)
scheme.

The initiative is funded
by the Union Ministry of
MSME and is being imple-
mented in the Union Ter-
ritory by the Industries &
Commerce Department.

The district-level MDP
was inaugurated at Zai-
napora, Shopian, with 21
participants enrolled in
the 30-hour training pro-
gramme to be conducted
over a period of six days.
The programme has wit-
nessed enthusiastic partic-
ipation from local MSMEs
and entrepreneurs.

The MDP aims to

strengthen managerial,
financial, and operational
capacities of MSMEs by
providing practical, hands-
on training in modern busi-
ness management prac-

tices. The initiative seeks
to enable entrepreneurs
to scale their enterprises,
improve competitiveness,
and adopt sustainable and
resilient business models.

NEWS

The
includes focused modules
on business planning,
marketing strategies, digi-
tal tools, financial literacy,
statutory compliance,
innovation, and leader-
ship, complemented by
case studies, mentorship

sessions, and experiential
workshops for real-world

exposure.
During the programme,

participants interacted

with industry experts,
JKEDI faculty, and certi-
fied trainers.

The parallel rollout of
MDPs across 13 districts of
the Union Territory under-
scores the commitment to
inclusive enterprise develop-
ment, particularly in remote
and underserved areas.

JKEDI reaffirms its
commitment to strength-

ening the entrepreneurial
ecosystem and promoting |

MSME growth across the

Union Territory of Jammu

and Kashmir.

DDC Kupwara Chairs
DLTC Meeting

Finalizes Scale of Finance for
Agrlculture & Allied Sectors

'AV N
A

[

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: District
Development Commission-
er (DDC) Kupwara, Shri-
kant Suse, Friday chaired
a meeting of the District
Level Technical Com-
mittee (DLTC) at the DC
Office, Kupwara to finalize
the Scale of Finance for
the year 2026-27 for agri-
culture and allied sectors,
including Agriculture,
Horticulture, Floricul-
ture, Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Sheep
Husbandry.

The Convener DLTC
and Chief Manager
(C&APD), Zahoor Ahmad
Indrabi, briefed the chair
about the agenda, followed
by detailed deliberations
with the Chief Planning
Officer, Lead District Man-
ager, sectoral officers and
representatives of various

banks on input costs for
crops and allied activities
such as fodder, fertilizers,
pesticides, labour, manure
and maintenance of dairy
animals.

The DDC empha-
sized realistic costing
and stressed the need to
ensure maximum coverage
of farmers under institu-
tional credit and related
schemes.

The committee final-
ized the proposed Scale
of Finance for short-term
loans to farmers, which will
be forwarded to the State
Level Technical Committee
for approval. The approved
Scale of Finance will form
a key basis for preparation
of the district’s Potential
Credit Plan and will guide
banks in fixing crop loan
and Kisan Credit Card
limits for the financial year
2026-27.

DC Kulgam reviews functioning
of Revenue Department

Calls for timely service delivery,
speedy grievance redressal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: To review the

functioning of the Revenue

Department and to ensure
efficient and prompt

public service delivery,
i the Deputy Commissioner

(DC) Kulgam, Athar Aamir

Khan, on Friday chaired

a comprehensive review

meeting of revenue offi-

cers here at the Mini-Sec-
retariat.

During the meet-

i ing, the DC conducted a
i detailed review of service
delivery across all Patwar
i Halqas, assessing perfor-
 mance and progress at the
. grassroots level.

Key issues discussed

Services Guarantee Act |

(PSGA), Mussavi prepara-

tion and geo-referencing

in each tehsil, pendency of
SRO cases, and the vacan-
cy position of Lumberdars
and Chowkidars.
Additionally, the DC
reviewed Samadhan regis-
trations and their disposal,
grievance redressal on the

Revenue Plus portal, and

the conduct and atten-
dance of mutation camps.

The DC issued strict

directions to ensure timely
delivery of all services and
speedy disposal of griev-
ances, stressing account-
ability and responsiveness.

He instructed revenue
officers to undertake regu-

included the status of

online citizen services,
digitization of revenue
records, grievances related

to migrant properties, and
¢ the progress of revenue

court cases in various
offices.

The meeting also
reviewed the progress of
services under the Public

lar field visits and on-the-
spot inspections to address
day-to-day issues of the
public and enhance service
efficiency.

The meeting was
attended by ACR Reyaz
Ahmad Shah, along with
all Tehsildars and Naib
Tehsildars of the Revenue
Department.

ADDC Shopian reviews progress
of key Power Sector initiatives

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Additional Dis-
trict Development Commis-
sioner (ADDC) Shopian, Dr.
Nasir Ahmed Lone, Friday
conducted a comprehensive
review meeting to assess
the progress of key power
sector initiatives viz. PM
Surya Ghar (Rooftop Solar
Scheme) and the Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme
(RDSS), at the Mini Secre-
tariat, Shopian.

The ADDC undertook a
scheme-wise review of ongo-
ing works and sought detailed
inputs from KPDCL, execut-
ing agencies, Project Man-
agement Agencies (PMAs)
and vendors. He reviewed
the progress achieved since
the last meeting, targets fixed
and identified gaps requiring
immediate attention.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of renewable energy
adoption, the ADDC directed
concerned officers to acceler-
aterooftop solar installations

under PM Surya Ghar and
ensure maximum household
enrollment.

While reviewing RDSS
components, the ADDC
underscored the need for
strengthening distribution
infrastructure to improve
overall power reliability. He
called for close coordination
among KPDCL, PGCIL and
civil works executing divisions
to adhere to project timelines,
especially with regard to
smart metering, installation
of distribution transformers
(DTs), cabling works,etc. He
further instructed all agencies
to submit periodic progress
reports and strictly adhere to
the fixed timelines for comple-
tion of works under various
RDSS components.

The meeting was informed
that 8,123 smart meters, 181
distribution transformers,
5,714 electric poles under
RDSS and 351 rooftop solar
panels under PM Surya Ghar
have been installed in the dis-
trict till date.

i Joint

project coordi- ==

© nator Mushroom, PDO,
{ ADO Srinagar, district
i nodal officers for the FPO

Director Agriculture inaugurates
Sensitization Programme on FPOs

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Director

Agriculture Kashmir,

Sartaj Ahmad Shah Friday

inaugurated one day sen-

sitization programme on
Farmer producer orga-

nizations (FPOs) at Agri-

culture complex 1a1mand1
Srinagar.
The program
was attended by
director
agriculture exten-
sion, joint director
agriculture inputs,

scheme and the members
of registered FPOs access

{ Kashmir division.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Director marked

the role of FPOs in modern

agriculture. He said the
FPO scheme is one of

. the innovative initiatives

under HADP to strength-

en the socio-economic
conditions of farmers and
today's program is aimed
at capacity building of
FPOs.

The Director further
noted that a majority of
farmers in Jammu and
Kashmir are small and
marginal landholders who
are highly vulner-
able to climate
" change, erratic
weather events,
and pest infesta-
¥ tions. In this con-
-| text, he empha-

— sized that FPOs
play a vital role by enabling
farmers to achieve econ-
omies of scale, access
shared resources, adopt
modern and sustainable
technologies, and secure
better market linkages.

Shah impressed upon
the concerned officers to
work in close coordination
with the FPOs and address
their issues if any, on pri-
ority basis.

1L emm

curriculum !

SRINAGAR | Saturday, 03, January 2026

Divisional level training on Digital
Crop Survey launched in Jammu

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Directorate
of Agriculture Produc-
tion and Farmers Welfare,
in collaboration with the
Union Ministry of Agri-
culture and Farmers Wel-
fare Friday organised a
Divisional-Level Training
and Capacity Building
Programme for officers on
Digital Crop Survey (DCS)
here in the Conference
Hall-Krishi Bhawan. The
programme is being con-
ducted by the Joint Direc-
tor Agriculture (Exten-
sion), Jammu.

The training pro-
gramme was presided
over by Director Agricul-
ture Jammu, Anil Gupta
and was attended by Joint
Director Agriculture
(Extension), Sanjay Anand;
SMS (RL), Dharmesh
Vaid; DAO (Extension)
Samba, Harvinder Singh;
District Horticulture Offi-
cer Samba, Revti Raman
Sharma; Programme Offi-
cer, Gurbaksh Singh and
Technical Officer, Sand-
eep Dogra, besides offi-
cers from the Agriculture
Department.

Addressing the offi-
cers, Director Anil Gupta
emphasised the use of

)

digital technology in
transforming the agricul-
ture sector. “Digital Crop
Survey is a flagship initia-
tive under AgriStack, being
implemented in Jammu &
Kashmir, aligning with
the Government of India’s
vision of digital transfor-
mation of agriculture,” he
said. He further added that
the Digital Crop Survey
is a crucial initiative for
generating accurate and
real-time crop data, which
would significantly help
in improved planning,
enhanced transparency
and effective implemen-
tation of farmer-centric
schemes. He urged the offi-
cers to strive for meticulous
field-level implementation
of the survey to achieve
the desired outcomes and
strengthen the agricultural

data ecosystem.

In his address, Joint
Director (Extension),
Sanjay Anand highlighted
the operational aspects of
the Digital Crop Survey
and underscored the role
of field functionaries in
ensuring data accuracy
and timeliness. He called
upon the officers to active-
ly engage with farmers
during the survey process
and to adhere strictly to
prescribed protocols for
reliable and standardised
data collection.

The divisional-level
training programme is
being conducted from
January 02 to January 21,
2026, with the participation
of Agriculture Department
officers from all districts of
the Jammu Division.

On the first day, officers

from District Samba were
imparted training and sim-
ilar training programmes
would be organised for
officers from the other dis-
tricts in the coming days
till January 21, 2026.

The phased training
would ensure that offi-
cers from all districts are
adequately equipped to
undertake the Digital Crop
Survey in all identified
1,035 villages of Jammu
division.

During the technical
sessions, Technical Officer,
Sandeep Dogra imparted
hands-on training to the
participants on the use of
Digital Crop Survey mobile
application, fundamentals
of Digital Crop Survey and
AgriStack and the process
of creating user IDs for
field surveyors.

Ministry of MSME organises Series of
EAPs in various districts of Kashmir

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Ministry of MSME,
through its Branch MSME Develop-
ment & Facilitation Office, Srinagar,
organized district-wise Entrepre-
neurship Awareness Programmes
(EAPs) in collaboration with the
Jammu & Kashmir Rural Livelihood
Mission (JK-RLM) UMEED.

The programmes were conducted
in the districts of Anantnag, Kulgam,

Kupwara and Baramulla.

The programmes were coordinated

of JK-RLM.

by Mohamed Tariq Ishtiaq, Assistant
Director, Ministry of MSME, in close
coordination with the respective Dis-
trict Programme Managers (DPMs)

The primary objective of these
programmes was to motivate women
beneficiaries towards entrepreneur-
ship and to create awareness about
various schemes and facilities offered
by the Ministry of MSME, District
Industries Centres (DICs), and other
supporting institutions.

The programmes witnessed active

participation from the banking com-
munity, wherein bankers elaborated
in detail on the financial support
and facilitation available to Self-Help

Groups (SHGs) under NRLM, includ-

ing credit linkage and other banking
services.

The programmes served as an
effective platform for capacity build-
ing, financial awareness, and entre-
preneurial motivation among women,
fostering inclusive and sustainable
economic development at the grass-
roots level.

GOVERNMENT OF UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFIGE OF THE DISTRICT GHILD PROTECTION OFFICER.

This notice is for the general public regarding “BAL VIVAH MUKT BHARAT” Campaign, launched to eliminate the practice of child
marriage throughout the nation. To commemorate this milestone and accelerate the pace of interventions towards achieving the vision
of a child marriage-free India, it has been decided to undertake a 100 days intensive thematic campaign (from 27th November, 2025 to
8th March, 2026) across all states and union territories. The goal of this 100-day bal Vivah mukt bharat campaign is to eliminate child
marriages , strength community and village level institutions to end child marriages, promote proactive reporting and monitoring via
bal Vivah mukt bharat portal, recognise and certify child marriage free villages , build capacity of law enforcement and child protection
agencies for immediate response on complaints related to child marriages, appeal faithful leaders, local communities, temples,
mosques to support eradicating child marriages ; Prevent, protect, promote enforcement of laws to make bal Vivah mukt bharat.

Children are the foundation of our future. India is home to nearly 19% of the world’s children, making the protection of their rights
not just a responsibility but a necessity for a better tomorrow. However, children globally face numerous challenges; one prominent
challenge is the Challenge of child marriage. Section 2(a) of the “prohibition of child marriage act, 2006” reads as child means a person
who, if a male, has not completed twenty-one years , and if a female, has not completed eighteen years of age; and section 2(b) reads as

MISSION VATSALYA SHOPIAN

Manzoor Complex, Jahangir Chowk, Bypass Road, Near Shadab Hospital Shopian-192303 | Ph.NO. 01933-261787
PUBLIC NOTICE CUM AWARENESS.

SAY NO TO CHILD MARRIAGE
“BAL VIVAH MUKT BHARAT” CAMPAIGN
(27-11-2025T0 08-03-2026)

“child marriage” means a marriage to which either of the contracting parties is a child.

Section 9: Punishment for male adult marrying a child.—Whoever, being a male adult above eighteen years of age, contracts a child
marriage shall be punishable with rigorous imprisonment which may extend to two years or with fine which may extend to one lakh rupees

orwith both

Section 10:Punishment for solemnising a child marriage.—Whoever performs, conducts, directs or abets any child marriage shall be
punishable with rigorous imprisonment which may extend to two years and shall be liable to fine which may extend to one lakh rupees

unless he proves that he had reasons to believe that the marriage was not a child marriage
Section 11: Punishment for promoting or permitting solemnisation of child marriages.—

(1) Where a child contracts a child marriage, any person having charge of the child, whether as parent or guardian or any other
person or in any other capacity, lawful or unlawful, including any member of an organisation or association of persons who
does any act to promote the marriage or permits it to be solemnised, or negligently fails to prevent it from being solemnised,
including attending or participating in a child marriage, shall be punishable with rigorous imprisonment which may extend to
two years and shall also be liable to fine which may extend up to one lakh rupees: Provided that no woman shall be punishable

with imprisonment.

(2) For the purposes of this section, it shall be presumed, unless and until the contrary is proved, that where a minor child has
contracted a marriage, the person having charge of such minor child has negligently failed to prevent the marriage from being

solemnised.

Section 12: Marriage of a minor child to be void in certain circumstances.—Where a child, being a minor—

(a) Is taken or enticed out of the keeping of the lawful guardian; or
(b) By force compelled, or by any deceitful means induced to go from any place;

(0] is sold for the purpose of marriage; and made to go through a form of marriage or if the minor is married after which the minor

is sold or trafficked or used forimmoral purposes,
Such marriage shall be null and void.

Furthermore, it hereby requested to all citizens of district Shopian to report all child marriage ceremonies held in their respective
localities to this office on below mentioned phone numbers. Also a new trend in Kashmir region had developed in recent times that a
male adult goes outside the UT of j&k like Bihar, West Bengal for their marriages, they solemnise their marriages without checking the
legal age for marriage agreement. Therefore, through this medium of public notice an attempt is being made to trace the child marriages
in the best interest of children with respect to district Shopian. Any catchment, engagement, marriage ceremonies of children is illegal,
voidable and punishable with imprisonment of two years or fine up to 2 lakh rupees or both. This offence is cognizable and non-bailable.
Any information provided by the citizens of district Shopian regarding the child marriage will be kept confidential.

Child Helpline: 1098 |

DCPO/MV/SPN/2026/ 1638
DATED: 01-01-2026
DIPK-9594-25
DT:02/01/2026

For any kind of information please contact:-

CWC CHAIRPERSON: 7006579240 |

PO NIC: 7006516813

District child protection officer

Ibrar hussain (JKAS)

District social welfare officer
Mission vatsalay Shopian j&k
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ormation of ‘Voice of Buddhist
adakh’set toredefine UT’s
|alogue with MHA

GMK NEWS NETWORK

LEH: The formal creation
of a new socio-political
body, Voice of Buddhist
Ladakh (VBL), is poised
to significantly reshape
the ongoing negotiations
between Ladakh’s repre-
sentatives and the Min-
istry of Home Affairs
(MHA), adding a new and
assertive dimension to the
region’s evolving political
discourse.

Since Ladakh was
declared a Union Terri-
tory in 2019, public unease
has persisted over critical
issues such as protection
of land and environment,
preservation of cultural
identity, employment
opportunities for local
youth, and the absence of
an elected legislature. To
address these concerns,
the High-Powered Commit-
tee (HPC) was constituted
by the Centre to facili-
tate structured dialogue
between Ladakh’s repre-
sentatives and the MHA.

However, the latest press
note issued by senior Bud-
dhist leaders and promi-
nent citizens reveals deep
dissatisfaction within
sections of the Buddhist
community over what
they perceive as under-
representation in the HPC.

!
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This perceived imbalance
has now culminated in the
formation of the VBL, sig-
nalling a strategic attempt
by Buddhist stakeholders
to formally institutionalise
their voice within the nego-
tiation architecture.

The emergence of VBL
introduces a parallel pres-
sure mechanism in the
Ladakh-MHA talks. While
the Leh Apex Body (LAB)
and the Kargil Democratic
Alliance (KDA) have thus
far been recognised as the
primary interlocutors with
the Centre, the VBL posi-
tions itself as a communi-
ty-specific platform meant
to ensure that Buddhist
concerns are not diluted in
broader consensus-driven
frameworks.

This is significant
because the recent draft

proposals prepared by LAB
and KDA — which form the
basis of discussions with
the MHA — have reported-
ly triggered apprehensions
among Buddhist leaders
who feel their community’s
long-term interests could
be compromised in the
final outcomes.

Notably, a day after
its formal formation, the
Convenor of VBL, Sh.
Skarma Namtak, along
with other members of the
newly constituted body,
called on the Lieuten-
ant Governor of Ladakh
and formally placed their
demands before him. The
early outreach to the LG
signals VBL’s intent to
position itself as an active
stakeholder in the ongoing
policy discourse rather
than a symbolic platform.

Analysts believe the
entry of VBL could com-
plicate — but also deepen
— the negotiation process.
On one hand, it may intro-
duce additional layers of
consultation, potentially
slowing down consensus-
building. On the other, it
could strengthen the legit-
imacy of any final settle-
ment by ensuring broader
community buy-in.

The unanimous election
of Skarma Namtak as Con-
venor, with a mandate to
liaise with the Ladakh Bud-
dhist Association (LBA),
Leh Apex Body, HPC, UT
Ladakh administration
and the MHA, positions
VBL as an institutional
bridge rather than a pro-
test platform — at least in
its stated intent.

If effectively integrated

into the dialogue process,
VBL could emerge as a
key stakeholder influenc-
ing decisions on land safe-
guards, cultural preserva-
tion, demographic protec-
tion, and employment
policies — all of which
are central to Ladakh’s
demand matrix.

The formation of VBL
also reflects subtle realign-
ments within Ladakh’s
socio-political fabric. It
underscores growing
concerns over commu-
nity representation within
umbrella bodies and points
to a shift towards more
identity-focused articula-
tion of demands.

In the long term, the
VBL’s effectiveness will
depend on whether it func-
tions as a consultative part-
ner strengthening Lada-
kh’s negotiating position
— or whether it becomes
a competing centre of
authority that fragments
the region’s unified front.

What remains clear,
however, is that with the
advent of the Voice of Bud-
dhist Ladakh, the ongoing
talks with the MHA are
no longer a two-pole dia-
logue between the Centre
and Ladakh’s Apex bodies.
The negotiating table has
expanded — and so have
the stakes.

PAC conducts on-spot inspection
of SHGs run by Lakhpati Didis

PUBLIC ACCUUNID wum;

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Committee
on Public Accounts under
the Chairmanship of MLA
Sham Lal Sharma Friday
conducted an on-spot
inspection of various Self
Help Groups being run by
the Millionaire Lakhpati
Didis in Jammu district
under Jammu and Kash-
mir Rural Livelihood Mis-
sion (JKRLM).

Members of PAC Nazir
Ahmad Khan Gurezi,
Qaysar Jamshaid Lone,
Javid Hassan Baig and Dr
Devinder Kumar Manyal
accompanied the Chair-
man during the visit.

Besides, MLA Bishnah
Rajiv Kumar, Commis-
sioner Secretary RDD &
PR Mohammad Aijaz Asad,
Mission Director JKRLM
Dr. Shubhra Sharma along

with senior officials of the
concerned departments
were also present on the
occasion.

The Committee visited
Ratnal village in Bishnah
to inspect the functioning
of Umeed Bishnah Women
Producer Company Lim-
ited which is an initiative
of JKRLM.

During the inspection,
the Committee interacted
with the members of the
self help group who deal
in seeds, fertilisers, rice,
turmeric, chilli powder etc.

Further, the Committee
visited Suchetgarh, where
they interacted with scores
of women members of var-
ious Self Help Groups.

The Committee also
inspected various stalls
established by different
self help groups which
deals in milk products,

honey, organic food items,
woolen clothes, designer
candles etc.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chairman said
that the programme aims
to financially empower the
women associated with
self-help groups by pro-
viding them with skills,
affordable credit and
market linkages.

The Chairman stressed
on inclusive marketing
strategy and organising
more fairs and exhibitions
in order to provide platform
for SHG members to sell and
promote their products in
other parts of the state and
country as well.

The Chairman asserted
that the center government
actively backs this initiative,
promoting diversified liveli-
hood activities and fostering
collaboration across sectors
for strategic planning and
implementation.

The Chairman also
lauded the efforts of
JKRLM who supported
this journey with collec-
tive action, financial liter-
acy and skill development,
empowering members for
entrepreneurial ventures.

In his address, Member
Nazir Ahmad Khan Gurezi,
said that it is our respon-
sibility to scrutinise that
the benefit of all schemes
launched by the govern-
ment shall reach to each
and every eligible benefi-
ciary in J&K.

Satish Sharma conducts
surprlse VISIt of FCI godowns

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for
Food, Civil Supplies & Con-
sumer Affairs (FCS&CA),
Information Technology,
Transport, Youth Services
and Sports, ARI and Train-
ing, Satish Sharma, Friday
conducted surprise inspec-
tion of the Food Corpora-
tion of India (FCI) godowns
in Jammu to take first
hand stock of the storage,
quality and distribution
mechanism of food grains
meant for public consump-
tion.

During the visit, the
Minister inspected various
sheds where foodgrains
are stored and took stock
of the condition of stocks
maintained by the FCI.
He specifically directed
the authorities to ensure
proper segregation of
foodgrains, stressing that
only high-quality grains
should be issued to the con-
sumers under the Public
Distribution System (PDS).

Satish Sharma also
examined the stock regis-
ters and records related to
procurement and distribu-
tion. He visited the quality

testing laboratory within
the FCI premises. He
reviewed the procedures
being followed for testing
both fresh and stored food
grains.

The Minister directed
the officers present to
strictly adhere to quality
control norms and ensure
that no substandard or
unfit food grains are sup-
plied to the people. He said
that the government led
by Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah is fully commit-
ted towards safeguarding
the interests of consumers
and ensuring food security
for every household.

“The priority of the
government is to provide
people with safe, nutritious
and quality foodgrains.
Any laxity in storage, han-
dling or distribution will
not be tolerated,” the Min-
ister asserted.

He instructed the offi-
cials to strengthen the
monitoring mechanisms
and conduct regular
inspections of storage
facilities so that the integ-
rity of food grains is main-
tained from procurement
to distribution.

Commissioner SMC reviews SMC Commercial Complex

Inspects Works at Jhelum Riverfron, Gonikhan Market

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: With a
clear focus on strength-
ening municipal finances
through optimal asset
utilisation, the Commis-
sioner, Srinagar Municipal
Corporation (SMC) (Chief
Executive Officer, Srinagar
Smart City Limited), Faz
Lul Haseeb, Friday con-
ducted an extensive on-site
inspection of key munici-
pal assets and ongoing
Smart City works across
the city.

He was accompanied by
the Joint Commissioner,
Suhail Ul Islam, Chief Reve-

nue Officer, and other senior
officers of the Corporation.

The inspection com-
menced at the SMC Com-
mercial Complex at Hari
Singh High Street, where
the Commissioner reviewed
concerns raised by shop-

keepers and assessed pro-
posals for facade renovation
and restoration of parking
facilities.

Emphasising the need
to unlock the full revenue
potential of municipal
assets, he directed officers

to ensure improved func-
tionality, enhanced aes-
thetics, and better traffic
management to increase
footfall and commercial
activity.

Reviewing the status of
vacant shops in the com-
plex, the Commissioner
issued firm directions
for initiating the auction
of remaining commer-
cial spaces in a trans-
parent, competitive, and
time-bound manner. He
underscored that efficient
monetisation of munici-
pal properties is a critical
component of sustainable
revenue generation and

financial self-reliance of
the Corporation.

Subsequently, the Com-
missioner along with the
Chief Engineer, SSCL,
inspected ongoing works at
the Jhelum Riverfront, par-
ticularly the underground
Cabling project.

Stressing the strategic
importance of the River-
front as a high-value urban
asset, he instructed execut-
ing agencies to augment
manpower and resources
immediately to ensure
timely completion, thereby
enhancing the area’s eco-
nomic, tourism, and com-
mercial potential.
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Forest Minister reviews
issues raised by legislators,
public delegations

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for Jal
Shakti, Forest, Ecology &
Environment and Tribal
Affairs, Javed Ahmed
Rana, Friday held a series
of meetings with several
legislators and public del-
egations to review and
discuss issues related to
departments under his
charge.

The deliberations pri-
marily focused on mat-
ters concerning the Public
Health Engineering (PHE),
Irrigation & Flood Control
(I&FC) and Tribal Affairs.

During the interac-
tions, a broad spectrum
of issues of public impor-
tance were taken up in
detail. These included the
availability and augmen-
tation of drinking water
supply, irrigation and
flood management works
under I&FC, concerns of
tribal communities, timber

supply-related matters and
service-related issues of
employees of the Jammu
& Kashmir Forest Develop-
ment Corporation Limited
(JK FDCL).

Special emphasis was
laid on resolution of com-
passionate appointment
related cases and long-
pending pensionary mat-
ters of JK FDCL employ-
ees. These issues were dis-
cussed comprehensively in
presence of the Managing
Director, JK FDCL, with
a view to ensuring timely
and fair redressal.

The legislators who
met the Minister included
Ch. Muhammad Akram,
Iftikhar Ahmed, M.Y. Tari-
gami, Nizam ud Din Bhat,
Bharat Bhushan, Mushtaq
Guroo, Arjun Raju, Javaid
Igbal, Hasnain Masoodi
and Peerzada Feroze Hmad
Shah.

They highlighted con-
stituency-specific and

sectoral issues requiring
administrative attention.

The Minister gave a
patient hearing to all the
legislators and members
of the public delegations,
assuring them that all their
genuine issues would be
examined for resolution in
a time-bound and result-
oriented manner.

He directed the con-
cerned officers to initiate
prompt follow-up action
and stressed the need for
effective inter-departmen-
tal coordination to ensure
early resolution of each
issue.

Reiterating Omar Abdul-
lah Government’s commit-
ment to public welfare, the
Minister emphasized that
strengthening basic servic-
es, safeguarding employee
rights and addressing
region and community
specific concerns remain
top priorities of the present
dispensation.

Sajad Lone chairs meeting of
Committee on Govt Assurances,
discusses assurances of PDD

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Committee
on government assurances
of the Jammu and Kash-
mir Legislative Assembly
Friday convened a meet-
ing at Assembly Complex,
Jammu to review the
assurances pertaining to
the Power Development
Department (PDD).

The meeting was chaired
by Committee Chairman,
MLA Sajad Gani Lone
and attended by members
including Choudhary
Mohammad Akram, Iftikar
Ahmad, Hilal Akber Lone,
Mian Mehar Ali, Mohan
Lal, Dr. Sunil Bhardwaj
and Shagun Parihar.

The Committee
reviewed the status of
assurances given by the
government on the Floor

of the House pertaining
to Power Development
Department and working
of different projects.

The Chairman stressed
upon the concerned
authorities to address
the grievances and issues
raised by the members on
priority basis.

Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Power Development
Department, Shailendra
Kumar, briefed the Com-
mittee about the status of
implementation and action
taken by the department
in respect of government
assurances pertaining to
PDD. He also assured the
Committee that all pending
assurances of PDD would
be redressed on priority
basis.

The members of the
Committee highlighted

various issues of public
importance regarding the
working of Power Develop-
ment Department.

The Chairman of the
Committee exhorted upon
the senior authorities of
Power Department to take
all necessary arrange-
ments to provide adequate
power supply to the people
of Jammu and Kashmir
especially in winter zones
in Kashmir and Jammu
region so that they can
get relief during winter
season.

The Committee was sat-
isfied with the reply fur-
nished by the department
and unanimously decided
to drop all the government
assurances pertaining to
the Power Development
Department which was
discussed in the meeting.

Subject:

No:-BB 6727-28
Dated 28.12.2025

GOVT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFIGE OF THE BLOCK DEVELOPMENT OFFIGER BUDGAM

NOTICE FOR CANCELLATION OF TENDER

Cancellation of Notice of Tender for Auction of Firewood in Plantation Beat Ompora,
published on 22-12-2025 in Kashmir Mirror and Kashmir Uzma.

This is to inform all concerned that the Notice of Tender for auction
of firewood in Plantation Beat Ompora A B and C , published in
Kashmir Mirror and Kashmir Uzma on 22-12-2025, stands cancelled
with immediate effect. The auction process will now be conducted
exclusively through the Government e-Marketplace (GeM) portal
to ensure transparency, accountability, and compliance with
government orders issued from time to time in this regard. This shift
aims to prevent any loss to the government exchequer and promote
fair competition among bidders. All interested parties are directed
to register and participate via the official GeM portal (gem.gov.in)
for future bidding opportunities. No further action is required on the
previously published tender notice.

DIPK-9616-25
DT:02/01/2026

Block Development Officer

Budgam
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EDITORIAL —————

Step Towards
Transparency In
Notarial Services

he Jammu and Kashmir govern-

ment's decision to launch an

online notary portal, coupled

with the constitution of dedicat-

ed inspection teams for physical
verification of notaries, marks a significant
move towards strengthening accountability
and transparency in notarial services across
the Union Territory.

Notaries perform a crucial public func-
tion by authenticating legal documents,
and any lapse in regulation directly
affects public trust. The directive issued
by the Department of Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs—mandating dis-
trict-level physical verification within a
fixed timeframe—reflects an intent to
bring order, accuracy and uniformity to
the system. By placing the inspection
process under the supervision of district
litigation officers, the government has
sought to ensure seriousness and admin-
istrative oversight in the exercise.

Equally important is the emphasis on
strict adherence to the Notaries Act, 1952
and the Notaries Rules, 1956. The warn-
ing that discrepancies or non-cooperation
will invite action as per law sends a clear
message that regulatory compliance is no
longer optional. Such measures are essen-
tial to weed out irregularities and ensure
that only duly authorised and compliant
notaries continue to function.

The proposed online notary portal has the
potential to be a game changer. By enabling
online registration, appointment, renewal
of certificates of practice and submission
of annual returns, it promises greater effi-
ciency and reduced bureaucratic delays.
Making notary-related information publicly
accessible round the clock will enhance
transparency, while the provision for online
grievance redressal empowers citizens and
improves accountability.

However, the success of this initiative will
depend on effective implementation, user-
friendly digital infrastructure and timely
follow-up on violations. If executed ear-
nestly, the online notary portal can become
a model of digital governance, restoring con-
fidence in notarial services and reinforcing
the rule of law in Jammu and Kashmir.

EDIT
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The Real Flaw In Wani’s “Flawed
Premise” - A Narrative Built On Illusion

Kashmiris don’t need handlers who weaponize history. They need editors who scrutinize
power. Wani wants the former. I stand for the latter.

RISHI SURI

Itaf Hussain Wani’s rebut-
tal to my op-ed is not a cri-
tique, itis a political mirage
wrapped in intellectual pos-
turing. He calls my argu-
ment flawed, yet he offers no facts, no
balance, no nuance, only a recycling of
slogans designed to mislead the unin-
formed and comfort the convinced. His
narrative does not stand on logic, it
stands on manipulation. And manipu-
lation collapses when confronted.

Here is the systematic demolition
of his claims:

The Plebiscite Argument Is a Politi-
cal Fossil, Not a Foundation

Wani’s central obsession is the 1948
plebiscite claim. He treats it like scrip-
ture. But history is not a museum exhib-
it, itis a continuum. The UN resolution
he worships was conditional, Pakistan
had to withdraw first. It never did. Wani
doesn’t debate this fact, he buries it.
Because his narrative dies the moment
accountability enters the room.

Kashmiris have voted repeatedly for
70 years, elected governments, toppled
governments, formed parties, reject-
ed parties, demanded development,
demanded rights, and articulated aspi-
rations that do not fit into Wani’s single
bullet point worldview. Wani doesn’t see
people, he sees props. That is his first
failure.

2. Calling Every Security Action
“State Violence” Is the Language of
Propagandists

India is not perfect. No nation is. But
turning counterterrorism into occu-
pation rhetoric is what lobbyists do in
Washington drawing rooms and London
seminars. It is not what Kashmiris do in
their homes.

Kashmir suffered decades of terror-
ism, grenade attacks in markets, tar-
geted Killings of minorities, assassina-
tions of political workers, bombings of
infrastructure, massacres of Kashmiri
Muslims by Pakistan backed militants,
and psychological warfare designed to
break the spine of a generation. Wani
does not condemn this, he romanticizes
the ecosystem that produced it.

If the state fights terror, he calls it
oppression. If it builds roads, he calls
it militarization. If it invests, he calls it
demographic engineering. If it arrests
terror allies, he calls it suppression.
This is not dissent, it is deception.

3. His “Demographic Change”
Claim Is a Scarecrow Built to Dis-
tract from Reality

Since 2019, investment has increased,

tourism has surged, infrastructure
has accelerated, youth programs have
expanded, corruption networks have
been exposed, stone pelting rackets have
declined, and the valley has experienced
along denied normalization of civic life.

Yet Wani would have you believe
that a people who survived 70 years of
insurgency, terrorism, blackouts, cur-
fews, and manipulation are suddenly
endangered by businessmen investing
and tourists visiting. His argument is
not fragile, it is fraudulent.

4. Institutions in Kashmir Are
Not Sacred Cows, They Are Politi-
cal Actors That Must Be Questioned

I argued for accountability across
institutions. Wani argues for immunity
for institutions he ideologically favors.

The Mirwaiz, political elites, civil
society leaders, and even the Indian
state must be questioned. But question-
ing is not desecration, it is democracy.
Kashmiris understand this. Wani fears
this. Because accountability ends impu-
nity, and his ecosystem has thrived on
impunity.

5. He Claims Dialogue Is Impos-
sible, Yet He Offers No Alternative
That Does Not End in Blood

Wani insists India is intransigent.
Then what does he want? Eternal con-
flict? Endless funerals? Neverending
grievance festivals? He gives no road for-
ward because the road forward exposes
the sponsors of the road backward.

Peace is not weakness. Peace is victo-

Rebuttal

Distorted Facts ‘_

S Manipulative
Narrat‘wesi |

ry over those who need chaos to justify
their budgets, careers, and relevance.

6. Counterterrorism Is Not a Nar-
rative, It Is the Root Reality Wani
Refuses to Confront

He avoids the single truth that mat-
ters most: Pakistan exported terror into
Kashmir, terror killed Kashmiris first,
Muslims first, minorities always, dis-
senters often, and peace last.

If Kashmir is to have a future, it must
have a discourse that is not funded by
intelligence agencies, curated by dias-
pora lobbyists, and marketed like con-
flict tourism.

7. The Most Dangerous Lie in His
Narrative Is That Kashmiris Are
Monolithic

They are not. They never were. They
are not characters in someone else’s
geopolitical screenplay. They want
dignity without surrender, peace with-
out forgetting, jobs without sermons,
identity without coercion, and a future
without handlers.

Final Truth: Wani Does Not Protect
Kashmir, He Protects the Narrative
Industry Built Around Kashmir

He protects talking points, not truth.
Grievance, not governance. Selective
memory, not history. External spon-
sors, not local voices. Emotional theatre,
not civic reality. Kashmiris don’t need
handlers who weaponize history. They
need editors who scrutinize power. Wani
wants the former. I stand for the latter.

Kashmir’s tragedy is not that it

changed too fast after 2019, it is that it
was held back for too long by people
who weaponized misery and monetized
conflict. Today, India is not just respond-
ing to Kashmir, it is rebuilding Kash-
mir. New highways now carve through
mountains that once symbolized isola-
tion. Record tourist footfall fills local
businesses with opportunity instead
of uncertainty. Public investment is
replacing paid propaganda, entrepre-
neurship is replacing stone pelting
rackets, education is replacing curated
hatred, and infrastructure is burying
insurgency economics under concrete
and data cables. Most importantly, the
youth of Kashmir are no longer the foot
soldiers of someone else’s narrative,
they are stakeholders in their own lives.
Scholarships, startups, sports leagues,
digital connectivity, new industrial
estates, and targeted employment pro-
grams are expanding Kashmiri agency,
not constricting it. This is the future
Kashmiris deserve, one defined by aspi-
ration, not grievance. India is carrying
Kashmir toward a far brighter tomor-
row, a tomorrow not shaped by handlers
but by citizens.

Rishi Suri is a senior editor cover-

ing international affairs at The Daily
Milap, India’s oldest and largest circu-
lated Urdu daily newspaper. He can be
mailed at rishisuri@dailygoodmorn-
ingkashmir.com
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ndia has officially over-
taken Japan to become
the world’s fourth-largest
economy by nominal GDP,
marking a major shift in
the global economic balance.
According to estimates from
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and multiple eco-
nomic trackers, India’s nomi-
nal GDP now exceeds USD 4.1
trillion, edging past Japan as
its economy slows due to demo-
graphic aging and weak domes-
tic demand (Economic Times,
Indian Express, Outlook India).
This places India behind only
the United States, China, and
Germany in total output.

The scale of India’s rise
becomes clearer in historical
perspective. In 1991, the coun-
try stood outside the world’s
top ten; a decade ago it ranked
fifth. Today it stands fourth
— and projections suggest it
may enter the global top three
within the next decade, with
some forecasts indicating the
possibility of overtaking Ger-
many by the early 2030s (Mint,
Economic Times analysis).

What the Achievement
Reflects

India’s growth story has
been powered by a combina-
tion of structural reforms,
services-sector expansion,
digitalization, rising domes-
tic consumption, and foreign
investment flows. Its informa-
tion-technology and business-

services industries remain
deeply embedded in global
value chains, while reforms
in taxation, logistics, and
infrastructure have helped
strengthen competitiveness.
Analysts also point to improv-
ing investment sentiment as
multinational firms diversify
supply chains and seek access
to India’s growing consumer
market (IMARC Group, Gov-
ernment Economic Times —
Policy & Economy).

Demography is another
critical driver. India is home
to one of the world’s youngest
populations, with a median
age of about 28 — in sharp
contrast to Japan and parts of
Europe. Economists describe
this as a potential demographic
dividend, but one that will only
materialize if employment,
skills, and productivity grow
in tandem.

Scale vs. Prosperity: The
Other Side of the Story

However, becoming the
fourth-largest economy does
not automatically mean India
is a wealthy nation. GDP rank-
ings measure total output, not
the distribution of prosper-
ity. India’s per-capita income
remains among the lowest in
the G-20, at under USD 3,000
— compared with more than
USD 30,000 in Japan and over
USD 60,000 in the United States
(Government Economic Times
data highlights). This dispar-
ity underscores the paradox of
scale: India is large and global-
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ly influential, yet many citizens
still face economic precarity.

Inequality and informality
persist across regions. Millions
continue to rely on low-wage
or informal employment, while
access to quality healthcare,
education, and social protec-
tion remains uneven. As sever-
al analyses note, national mile-
stones often feel distant unless
growth translates into jobs,
services, and rising household
incomes (NDTYV, South China
Morning Post).

A Shift in Global Econom-
ic Power

Despite these challenges,
India’s economic rise carries
profound geopolitical signifi-
cance. As its economy expands,
so does its influence in global
governance forums — from
the G20 and IMF to climate and
technology negotiations. India
increasingly positions itself as
a bridge between emerging and
advanced economies, advocat-
ing reforms in global finance,
supply-chain resilience, and
equitable climate transitions.

For investors and multina-
tional companies, India’s rise

/3 )

signals long-term market depth
and opportunity. The country’s
expanding middle class, rapid
digital adoption, and growing
entrepreneurial ecosystem
— particularly in technology,
fintech, and renewable energy
— reinforce its image as both a
manufacturing and innovation
economy (Newsweek, Indepen-
dent).

The Structural Home-
work Ahead

Sustaining momentum will
require tackling several struc-
tural challenges. First, employ-
ment generation must keep
pace with economic growth.
The demographic dividend
can only be realized through
investment in skills, vocational
training, and education reform.
Second, productivity depends
on closing infrastructure and
logistics gaps — from reliable
power to efficient transport
networks and urban planning
— while maintaining transpar-
ent and predictable regulation.

Third, India must strength-
en human-development out-
comes. Long-term growth is
inseparable from improve-
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ments in nutrition, public
health, learning outcomes, and
women’s participation in the
workforce.

Finally, India must navigate
a world shaped by geopolitical
fragmentation, climate risk,
and technological disruption
— balancing energy security
with climate commitments and
sustaining macroeconomic sta-
bility in a volatile global envi-
ronment.

A Milestone—and a Mandate

India’s arrival as the world’s
fourth-largest economy is both
a symbol and a responsibility.
It reflects transformation, resil-
ience, and economic ambition
on a vast scale — but it also
reminds policymakers that
growth must become inclusion,
and that rankings matter most
when they translate into oppor-
tunity and dignity in everyday
life. For the world, India’s rise
reinforces a wider trend: the
rebalancing of economic power
toward emerging nations with
expanding populations and stra-
tegic relevance. For India, this
moment is not a finish line but
a checkpoint — one that calls
for celebration, reflection, and
renewed commitment to turn-
ing economic scale into shared
prosperity and human progress.

Jerome Enriquez John is an
author and human-rights com-
mentator whose work focuses
on social justice, inequality, and
public policy. He can be mailed
at jerome221983@gmail.com
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Gig Workers: The Sweat Behind Glitter Of Digital Convenience

LALIT GARGG

n an era of online marketplaces

and instant services, gig work-

ers have become the invisible

backbone of urban life. Without

them, the idea of “ten-minute
delivery” or “one-click convenience”
would be unthinkable. These young
workers free consumers from the
hassle of visiting markets, delivering
goods door to door in every season, at
every hour, and under constant risk.
Yet the irony is stark: those whose
labour sustains the towering edifice
of the digital economy endure the
greatest insecurity, exploitation, and
neglect.

The strike by gig workers on the eve
of the New Year may not have para-
lysed the national supply chain, but
it certainly drew the country’s atten-
tion to their grim working conditions.
This protest was not the outcome of
political provocation; it was a natural
response to mounting work pressure,
shrinking earnings, job uncertainty,
and the persistent denial of dignity.
These young workers, who support
themselves and their families, are
routinely seen racing through traffic
on motorcycles, lugging heavy bags up
the staircases of high-rise buildings.
The pressure of strict time limits is so
intense that even a minor delay invites
financial penalties. Accidents, illness,
or technical glitches immediately
affect their income. Customer behav-
iour is often insensitive—rebukes for
delays, humiliation over trivial issues,
occasional abuse, and punitive ratings
that directly impact future earnings
are part of their daily reality. Despite
working 12 to 14 hours a day, most earn
only seven to eight hundred rupees,
without adequate insurance or social
security—clear evidence of systemic
exploitation.

Gig workers are individuals who
perform temporary, flexible, task-
based work instead of holding tradi-
tional jobs. Their work is typically
mediated through digital platforms
such as Uber, Swiggy, Zomato, and
similar apps. They are paid per task
or project rather than receiving a

regular salary, and they do not have

permanent employment contracts.
Although described as “independent”
and portrayed as their own bosses,
they are excluded from basic social
security benefits such as health insur-
ance, accident coverage, or pensions.
Their challenges are many: unstable
income, excessive workloads, low pay,
long working hours, and frequent dis-
putes over wages and conditions. The
gig economy differs from the conven-
tional nine-to-five model, yet in prac-
tice it often offers less security and
fewer rights.

Undeniably, the gig economy has
demonstrated its capacity to generate
employment. India today has over 12.5
million gig workers, a number expect-
ed to rise to nearly 23.5 million by 2030.
However, in an era of rising unemploy-
ment, educated youth are entering
this system not by choice, but out of
compulsion. In a country that prides
itself on its demographic dividend, the
trapping of educated young people in

insecure, temporary, and undignified
work is not only worrying but deeply
shameful. It exposes a development
model focused on the quantity of jobs
rather than their quality.

The central contradiction of the gig
economy is that companies extract full
labour from workers while refusing
to recognise them within a formal
employer-employee relationship. By
labelling them “independent contrac-
tors,” companies evade responsibili-
ties related to job security, minimum
wages, insurance, and social protec-
tion. Hire-and-fire practices, algo-
rithmic surveillance, rating systems,
and incentive-based manipulation
together create an invisible cage:
workers appear free, but in reality are
tightly controlled. Even during strikes,
worker solidarity is weakened through
bonus offers and increased order vol-
umes. The recording of record-high
orders by a major food delivery compa-
ny on 31 December starkly illustrates
this paradox. In recent times, the

issue of gig worker exploitation has
also been raised in Parliament. Lead-
ers such as Raghav Chadha and Manoj
Kumar Jha have drawn attention to
the precarious conditions of this work-
force, a welcome development. With-
out the inclusion of gig workers’ voices
in policymaking, reforms will remain
incomplete.

For the first time, recent labour
reforms by the Government of India
have provided a legal definition for gig
and platform workers. Provisions such
as a one to two percent contribution
by aggregator companies from their
turnover to a social security fund, and
the creation of a universal account
number linked to Aadhaar, mark long-
awaited steps forward. Yet the critical
question remains: will these measures
bring tangible change to workers’ lives,
or will they remain symbolic gestures
on paper? Without guaranteed mini-
mum income, limits on working hours,
accident insurance, healthcare protec-
tion, and effective grievance-redress

mechanisms, these reforms cannot be
considered transformative.

The strike of 31 December may not
have achieved complete operational
success, but it was morally and social-
ly justified. It sought less to disrupt the
system than to expose the injustice,
exploitation, and hypocrisy embedded
within it. Gig workers asserted that
they are not merely “delivery boys,”
but working citizens whose rights can
no longer be ignored.

The future of the digital economy
is inconceivable without gig workers.
Policymakers, companies, and con-
sumers must all engage in serious self-
reflection. Corporations must accept
responsibility alongside profit, gov-
ernments must ensure strict enforce-
ment of labour laws, and consumers
must pair convenience with empathy.
If gig workers continue to be treated
merely as instruments of convenience,
deprived of dignity, security, and sta-
bility, the crisis will extend beyond
labour to the very idea of development
itself. It will stand as a blemish on the
vision of a developed and prosperous
India.

The true test of Digital India lies in
how safely and respectfully it treats its
fastest-moving workers. In the rapidly
expanding world of online services, gig
work must no longer be seen as infor-
mal or expendable, but recognised as
organised, legitimate, and dignified
labour. Fair and assured wages, safe
working conditions, and social secu-
rity are not acts of charity—they are
fundamental rights that demand deci-
sive government intervention. Cor-
porate giants driven by profit must
realise that labour is not merely a cost,
but the soul of the system. Without
sensitivity and accountability, digital
growth cannot be sustainable. If gig
work is developed with dignity, secu-
rity, and stability, it can evolve from a
symbol of compulsion into a humane
and exemplary employment model—
one where convenience serves not only
the consumer, but honour and justice
are extended to the worker as well.

The author can be mailed at lalit-
gargll@gmail.com

Learning For All

Inclusion, Belongmg, And Emotional Well-Being

EQUITABLE LEI-\RNING
STARTS HERE: \»

DR. REYAZ AHMAD

n the 21st century, inclusive

education has become a founda-

tional pillar of global education

reform. Across continents, coun-

tries are striving to ensure that
children and young people—regard-
less of their abilities, backgrounds, or
learning needs—have equitable access
to quality education in mainstream
settings.

However, while much attention
has been given to academic inclusion
and physical accessibility, an equally
critical factor often remains underem-
phasized: the emotional well-being of
learners. Research consistently shows
that without emotional safety, engage-
ment, and resilience, academic out-
comes are significantly compromised.

This article examines the intersec-
tion of inclusive education and emo-
tional well-being in diverse global
contexts. Drawing from recent empiri-
cal studies (2023-2025) and education
policy reports, it identifies key chal-
lenges, strategies, and opportunities
for creating emotionally supportive,
inclusive classrooms across the world.

Bridging the Gap Between Policy
and Practice

Inclusive education is widely
endorsed in international frameworks
such as the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG 4) and the
Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (CRPD). Govern-
ments have introduced policies that
mandate the integration of children
with special educational needs (SEN),
migrant backgrounds, disabilities, or
other marginalized identities into gen-
eral education systems.

Yet, in practice, inclusion often
focuses on academic integration—
modifying curricula, providing assis-
tive technologies, or training teachers
in differentiated instruction. What
frequently gets overlooked is how stu-
dents feel in these environments.

Being physically present in a class-
room is not the same as feeling psycho-
logically safe, valued, and emotionally
engaged.

Why Emotional Well-Being Mat-
ters in Inclusive Education

Recent global studies show a clear
link between emotional well-being
and student success. Children who feel
included, understood, and supported
are more likely to participate active-
ly, maintain motivation, and achieve
better learning outcomes.

On the other hand, students with

diverse needs—especially those with

learning differences, language barri-

ers, or socio-economic disadvantag-
es—often face:

« Bullying or social exclusion

e Anxiety and low self-esteem

e Invisibility in classroom
dynamics

e Teacher bias or misunder-
standing

Without intentional efforts to sup-
port emotional well-being, inclusive
education risks becoming tokenistic,
where the appearance of integration
masks deeper issues of exclusion.

Cultural, Institutional, and
Structural Barriers

Despite global commitment, several
barriers hinder emotionally inclusive
practices:

e Teacher Preparedness: Many
educators lack training in
identifying emotional distress
or adapting pedagogy for
diverse learners.

e Infrastructure Gaps: Schools
may lack quiet spaces, coun-
seling services, or accessible
resources for emotional sup-
port.

e Cultural Stigma: In many soci-
eties, mental health is still

stigmatized, making emotional
needs harder to address.

¢ Standardized Assessments:
Rigid testing regimes often
overlook the holistic develop-
ment of learners.

These challenges are not limited to
low-income countries; even in well-
resourced systems, students report
emotional disengagement if schools
fail to cultivate inclusive, supportive
cultures.

Global Strategies for Emotional-
ly Supportive Inclusive Classrooms

To bridge the gap between inclusion
and emotional well-being, experts rec-
ommend the following evidence-based
strategies:

« Embed Social-Emotional Learn-
ing (SEL): Integrate SEL into
daily curricula to help stu-
dents build self-awareness,
empathy, and emotional regu-
lation.

« Professional Development for
Teachers: Offer continuous
training on inclusive pedago-
gy, mental health first aid, and
trauma-informed practices.

« Foster a Culture of Belonging:
Ensure every student feels
seen, heard, and respected—
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regardless of ability, language,
race, or background.

» Strengthen School Counseling
Services: Provide access to
trained mental health profes-
sionals who can support stu-
dents and staff.

« Encourage Family and Com-
munity Engagement: Promote
partnerships with families
to extend emotional support
beyond school walls.

Monitor Emotional Well-Being:
Use tools to regularly assess
and respond to student mental
health needs alongside aca-
demic progress.

Call to Action for Global Educa-
tion Stakeholders

To build sustainable, emotionally
inclusive education systems, stake-
holders must act collaboratively:

» Policymakers should allocate
funding and set accountability
measures that prioritize both
academic outcomes and emo-
tional well-being.

» Educators must be empowered
and supported in their role as
not only instructors, but also
emotional anchors in students'
lives.

e Mental health profess1onals
should be embedded within
school systems and contrib-
ute to whole-school well-being
strategies.

« International agencies and
NGOs can play a critical role in
supporting capacity-building,
research, and innovation in
emotional inclusion.

Conclusion: Inclusion is Not Just
a Policy—It’s a Practice of Care

True inclusion goes beyond access. It
is about building learning environments
where all students can thrive—academi-
cally, socially, and emotionally.

As education systems worldwide
navigate post-pandemic recovery, digital
transformation, and increasing diversity,
the imperative to address emotional well-
being within inclusive education frame-
works has never been greater.

By cantering empathy, resilience,
and psychological safety, we can trans-
form classrooms into spaces of real
belonging—and ensure no learner is
left behind.

Author is Faculty of Mathematics,
Department of General Education
HUC. He can be mailed at reyaz56@
gmail.com
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Need approval for carrying

personal medicines to

Saudi Arabia: NCB

IANS

NEW DELHI: The Narcot-
ics Control Bureau (NCB)
on Friday cautioned Indians
travelling to Saudi Arabia
that the Gulf Kingdom has
introduced an electronic
service platform for obtain-
ing prior permission for
the clearance of medicines
intended for personal use by
individuals entering or leav-
ing the Kingdom.

In a statement, the NCB
said that the General Direc-
torate of Narcotics Control
(GDNC), India Country
Office, Saudi Arabia, has for-
mally communicated to the
Narcotics Control Bureau of
India regarding the launch
of an electronic service
platform by the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.

The platform, accessible
at https://cds.sfda.gov.sa,
has been established for the
submission of applications
and related details to obtain
permission for the clearance
of medicines intended for
personal use.

The statement said, the
NCB has been informed that
certain medicines that are
legally available in India or
other countries may be pro-
hibited or subject to restric-
tions in the Kingdom.

It has also been informed
that carrying medicines in
quantities that are in excess
of the prescribed limits
may also attract regulatory
action.

As per the advisory, appli-
cations for permission are
required to be submitted by
the concerned individuals or
their authorised representa-
tives through the platform,
the statement said.

Travellers are also advised
to consult the official list of
restricted and prohibited
medicines issued by the
Saudi authorities before
undertaking travel, the
statement said.

The Narcotics Control
Bureau said it will continue
to disseminate relevant advi-
sories received from inter-
national counterparts in the
interest of public awareness

and compliance with inter-
national narcotics control
regulations.

Earlier, the Mumbai Zonal
Unit issued a statement high-
lighting its enforcement out-
comes in 2025 to dismantle
narcotics networks from top
to bottom.

During the year, the NCB
Mumbai seized around
5,560 kg of narcotic drugs
and psychotropic substanc-
es, including 11.760 kg of
cocaine, 11.835 kg of charas,
223 kg of ganja, 49.664 kg
of mephedrone, 1,800 kg of
illicitly diverted codeine-
based cough syrup, 12 kg
of diverted pharmaceutical
tablets, 3,398.5 kg of acetic
anhydride, 50 LLSD blots (0.54
grams) and other prohibited
substances, said a statement.

A total of 51 people were
arrested in connection with
these cases, the statement added.

Holistic investigations led
to the freezing of movable
and immovable properties
worth approximately Rs 18
crore, acquired through pro-
ceeds of drug trafficking.
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Technology to drive space, economic
transformation in India: Jitendra Singh

IANS

NEW DELHI: Technology is
acting as the central force behind
space and economic transfor-
mation in the country, said Dr
Jitendra Singh, Union Minister
of State (Independent Charge)
for Science &amp; Technology
on Friday.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on the achievements of the
Ministry of Science and Technol-
ogy and the Ministry of Earth
Sciences for the year 2025, the
Minister said innovation-driven
sectors such as space, oceans,
biotechnology, clean energy,
and advanced manufacturing
will lead India’s growth over the
next two decades.

“India’s reform express is
being driven by science, technol-
ogy, and innovation, with tech-
nology acting as the central force
behind governance, administra-
tion, and economic transforma-
tion,” Singh said.

Singh said that every major
reform undertaken by the gov-
ernment, across departments
and ministries, is enabled by
technology.

“This transformation has
been possible due to the consis-
tent prioritisation of science,
technology, and innovation in
national policymaking,” the
Minister said.

The Minister underscored
flagship missions such as Deep
Ocean Mission and Gaganyaan,
stating that “India is prepar-
ing simultaneously for human

spaceflight and deep-sea explo-
ration”.

He said that while an Indian
astronaut will venture into
outer space, India will also send
a human-occupied submersible
to depths of up to 6,000 metres,
marking a historic dual achieve-
ment in 2027.

He also highlighted the
Research Development and
Innovation (RDI) Fund of Rs 1
lakh crore, under which the gov-
ernment is directly supporting
private sector R&amp;D; and the
Anusandhan National Research
Foundation (ANRF) aimed at
democratizing research funding.

Singh also mentioned initia-
tives such as the National Quan-
tum Mission, NIDHI, PRERNA /
PURSE, and the VAIBHAV pro-
gramme, aimed at strengthening
startups, research infrastruc-
ture and global scientific col-
laboration, including structured
engagement with the Indian sci-
entific diaspora.

Detailing CSIR’s contribu-
tions, the Minister cited globally
relevant innovations including
steel-slag-based durable roads,
indigenous paracetamol pro-
duction, India’s first indigenous
antibiotic Nafithromycin, sus-
tainable food innovations such
as millet-based products, and the
HANSA-NG two-seater trainer
aircraft developed under a PPP
model. He described these efforts
as examples of “foreign markets
accepting Swadeshi innovation”.
Public outreach initiatives like
One Day as a Scientist were also
highlighted for fostering scien-
tific temper among students.

On the Earth Sciences front,
the Minister said India has made
significant advances in weather
forecasting through IMD’s Now-
casting capability, enabling accu-
rate three-hour predictions. He
also highlighted the desalination
plant in Lakshadweep as a global
model for sustainable freshwater
generation using ocean resourc-
es, alongside progress in ocean
energy, marine observation sys-
tems, and climate resilience.

Concluding, Dr. Jitendra
Singh said that India has moved
from being an importer to an
exporter of high-end technolo-
gies, including vaccines and
medical devices, with India’s
bioeconomy emerging as a major
growth driver. “The best is yet
to come,” he said, adding that
science-led reforms will accel-
erate India’s journey towards
becoming a top global economy
well before 2047.

FROM THE FRONT PAGE ...............

LG Unveils SMVD

SMVDSB and other senior officers of
SMVDSB were present at the unveiling
ceremony.

Rajnath Smglh Cautions

that the availability of data and infor-
mation was no longer a challenge, but the

<$mm ability to apply knowledge responsibly

remained a concern.

The Defence Minister also spoke about
India’s growing presence on the global
stage, saying the country’s views were
receiving greater attention at interna-
tional platforms.

He said India should aim to become a
developed nation by 2047, with progress
measured not only by economic indica-
tors but also by social responsibility.

He said educational institutions have a
key role in shaping this future by encour-
aging innovation, ethical thinking and
solution-oriented research—(KNO)

Weather To Remain

minimum temperatures
between -3.0°C and 6.1°C.

The department also said that areas
like Banihal, Batote, and Bhaderwah
experienced sub-zero night temperatures
due to clear skies and calm conditions.

Weather forecasts indicate that Janu-
ary 6 may bring generally cloudy condi-
tions, with light snow possible over iso-
lated higher reaches of North and Central
Kashmir.

However, plains and lower elevations
are expected to remain dry, with no sig-
nificant precipitation predicted.

The department advised residents,
especially in Jammu plains, to exercise
caution while commuting due to dense fog
conditions, which could reduce visibility
and impact travel.

Meanwhile, Mukhtar Ahmad, Director
of the Meteorological Centre Srinagar,
said that minimum temperatures have
remained on the higher side for several
days, with overnight cloudiness leading
to a slight rise in readings across all sta-
tions.

"Looking ahead, no major weather
system is expected till January 15, though
a feeble WD may affect the region between
January 5 and 6, bringing cloudy condi-
tions and light snowfall in isolated higher
reaches of North and Central Kashmir,"
he added.

The overall weather is likely to remain
dry, with a slight increase in cold but low
chances of any significant temperature
drop, he said—(KNO)

ranging

Police Attach Propertles

Kathua (two kanals); Gul Mohd, son of
Mohd Ramzan Khan, resident of Lohai
Malhar, Kathua (15 marlas); and Akhtar
Ali alias Niku, son of Mohd Saleem, resi-
dent of Badnota Mora, Arodha, Tehsil
Lohai Malhar, Kathua (three kanals and
13 marlas).

With the assistance of the Revenue
Department and after completing all legal
formalities, the immovable properties of
the accused Jammu and Kashmir nation-
als presently residing in Pakistan were
identified and attached under Sections 84
and 85 of the BNSS, the statement said.

Overall, 10 kanals and 15 marlas of

immovable property, valued at several
crores of rupees, belonging to the seven
accused persons have been attached.

The operation was led by SHO Police
Station Malhar PSI Arun Shan under the
guidance of SP Operations Upper Kathua
Amir Igbal and DySP PC Malhar Sunil
Kumar, and under the overall supervision
of SSP Kathua Mohita Sharma, IPS.

“This action reflects the firm resolve
of Kathua Police to act decisively against
individuals involved in unlawful and anti-
national activities,” the statement said,
adding that the process of identifying
and attaching properties of such offend-
ers will continue in accordance with due
process of law.

Kathua Police remains committed to
upholding peace, security and the rule of
law in the region, the statement added.

Kashmir’s Only Cancer

post-treatment; Bone Marrow Biopsy
with Extended IHC Panel to identify spe-
cific cancer subtypes; and stool tests for
Clostridium difficile, vital for chemother-
apy patients vulnerable to infections.

Other unavailable tests include Quan-
titative CMV PCR for Cytomegalovirus
infections, Galactomannan & Procalci-
tonin Tests for early detection of fungal
and bacterial infections, drug level moni-
toring for immunosuppressive and che-
motherapy drugs, advanced genetic test-
ing such as Next Generation Sequencing
(NGS), Cytogenetics by FISH, and several
specialised molecular and cytogenetic
tests critical for diagnosis, prognosis, and
targeted therapy.

The details of tests unavailable at
Cancer Institute SKIMS were given
through an RTI by a noted RTI activist,
M M Shuja.

Oncologists said the absence of these
tests leads to delayed diagnosis, inaccu-
rate staging, inability to monitor treat-
ment response, higher relapse risks, and
preventable deaths.

A senior oncologist, requesting ano-
nymity, said, “Cancer treatment today
is precision-based. Without molecular
diagnostics and genetic profiling, we are
often treating patients blindly."

While Jammu has seen upgrades in test-
ing facilities, especially with the opera-
tionalisation of AIIMS Jammu, Kashmir
remains affected by the diagnostic gap.

A lymphoma patient from south Kash-
mir said, “I was referred to Delhi just
for tests, spending over Rs 1.5 lakh before
treatment even began. Poor patients
simply give up.”

Due to these deficiencies, referrals out-
side the Valley have surged. Many patients
sell land, livestock, or take loans to con-
tinue treatment, while others discontinue
therapy altogether due to financial con-
straints. Healthcare activists warn that
this diagnostic gap is creating a two-tier
cancer care system-—one for those who
can afford treatment outside Kashmir,
and another for those who cannot.

Patients, civil society groups, and medi-
cal professionals are demanding immedi-
ate upgrades to SKIMS’ diagnostic labo-
ratories, the establishment of molecular
oncology and cytogenetics units, and a
clear, time-bound roadmap for compre-
hensive cancer care in Kashmir.

Until these measures are implement-
ed, experts fear that Kashmir’s cancer
patients will continue to suffer silently,
not because of a lack of disease, but due
to inadequate diagnostic support at the

region’s only cancer institute—(KNO)

Gol Restores Financial

appraisal-will continue under Rule 16
of DFPRs, 2024, but only after schemes
are duly appraised and approved by the
competent authorities.

This decision holds particular signifi-
cance for Ladakh, where political and
non-political groups had objected to the
Union Government’s earlier move to
withdraw the LG’s authority to approve
projects up to Rs 100 crore—(KNO)

Kashmir’s Endangered

encroachment into forest land, grazing
pressure, and disturbance due to tourism
and infrastructure projects have frag-
mented their habitat, making survival
increasingly difficult.

“Hangul is a critically endangered
animal, and their numbers in natural
forests are very low due to continuous
disturbance and other ecological issues,”
Ahmad explained. “To overcome this,
the government established the breed-
ing centre to increase their population
under controlled conditions.”

According to officials, the long-term
plan is to eventually release healthy indi-
viduals into protected natural habitats
once their numbers reach a sustainable
level and suitable forest conditions are
ensured.

Wildlife experts have welcomed the rise
in numbers but caution that much more
needs to be done to secure the future of
Kashmir’s iconic deer.

“The increase from 127 to 323 is encour-
aging, but it is still far below what is
required for a genetically viable popu-
lation,” a senior wildlife official said.
“Strong habitat protection, commu-
nity awareness, and strict enforcement
against forest encroachment are essential
alongside breeding programmes.”

The Hangul, also known as the Kashmir
stag, is the state animal of Jammu and
Kashmir and holds immense ecological
and cultural significance. Conservation-
ists believe that with consistent efforts,
scientific management, and public coop-
eration, the species can be pulled back
from the brink of extinction.

For now, the rising numbers at Tral
offer a rare note of hope in Kashmir’s
fragile conservation landscape—(KNO)

Seasonal Rainfall

that Ramban, Jammu, Kathua, Udham-
pur, and Anantnag reported deficits rang-
ing from 22 to 39 per cent. Budgam saw
rainfall fall 59 per cent short of the sea-
sonal average.

A few districts bucked the trend,
recording near-normal or above-normal
rainfall. Doda recorded 135.7 mm, just 8
per cent below normal, while Rajouri saw
100.5 mm, only 1 per cent below average,
the data stated, adding, Poonch stood out
as the only district with above-normal
rainfall, recording 109 mm, 26 per cent
higher than normal. Reasi (104.9 mm) and
Samba (48 mm) also saw rainfall within
or slightly below normal ranges.

The IMD data further indicated
extremely low rainfall in high-altitude
areas, with Kargil registering only 3.7
mm and Leh 1.9 mm, marking departures
of 71 and 72 per cent from their respective

$CM K¢

normals.

Meanwhile, MeT officials said the
below-normal rainfall could impact soil
moisture levels and winter crops in many
districts.

“The rainfall pattern has been uneven
across the region, with some districts
receiving adequate precipitation while
others remain water-stressed. Localised
measures and irrigation planning may be
required to mitigate the shortfall,” they
added—(KNO)

340 Killed In 2,356

movement and safety of commuters.
“Once the situation improved, traffic
police teams resumed enforcement with
renewed vigour,” he said.

The SSP said public cooperation with
Traffic Police has improved and stressed
that strict adherence to rules by commut-
ers would further enhance safety on the
highway.

He also said that the 25-kilometre
stretch between Ramban and Banihal
is currently single-lane due to ongoing
work, adding that occasional damage
caused by shooting stones hampers prog-
ress but work continues.

Appealing to commuters, the SSP urged
them to follow traffic advisories before
undertaking their journey on the Jammu-—
Srinagar National Highway—(KNO)
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Death toll from Ukrainian
attackin Khorly hasrisen
to028: Russia

IANS

MOSCOW: The death toll
from the "Ukrainian ter-
rorist attack" in Khorly has
risen to 28 as a woman hos-
pitalized died in a Crime-
an hospital, the Russian
media reported on Friday.

Citing a statement by
the Crimean Ministry of
Health, RIA Novosti, the
state-owned domestic news
agency of Russia, reported
that a woman hospital-
ised in the Intensive Care
Unit (ICU) of a hospital in
Dzhankoy died on Friday.

"Unfortunately, it was
not possible to save the
woman, who had previous-
ly been hospitalized at the
Dzhankoy Central District
Hospital," the Crimean
Ministry of Health's Tele-
gram channel stated.

The Russian Investiga-
tive Committee spokesper-
son Svetlana Petrenko told
RIA Novosti that 27 people,
including two minors, were
killed in a terrorist attack
by the Ukrainian Armed
Forces in the village of
Khorly in the Kherson
region.

"On Thursday, Kherson
Oblast Governor Volody-
myr Saldo announced
that the Ukrainian Armed
Forces had targetted a
drone strike where civil-
ians were celebrating the
New Year - a cafe and hotel
on the Black Sea coast in
Khorly. Friday and Sat-
urday have been declared
days of mourning in the
region," the report detailed.

The hospital statement

mentioned that there are
14 people in medical facili-
ties in the Republic of
Crimea who were injured
in the Ukrainian Armed
Forces strike in the village
of Khorly in the Kherson
region.

"Five children are cur-
rently being treated at
the Republican Children's
Clinical Hospital. Seven
adults are hospitalized at
Simferopol Clinical Emer-
gency Hospital No. 6, and
two more patients are
being treated at the N.A.
Semashko Republican
Clinical Hospital," read the
statement.

"Doctors assess the
condition of two patients,
including one child, as seri-
ous. The remaining injured
are in moderate condition

and are receiving all neces-
sary medical care," it added
further.

Earlier, Gennady Gati-
lov, the Russian Perma-
nent Representative to
the United Nations Office
and other International
Organisations in Geneva,
urged the UN High Com-
missioner for Human
Rights Volker Turk and
the OHCHR to promptly
condemn "the terror-
ist act of the Ukrainian
army" in the Kherson
Region.

"On New Year's Eve, the
Kyiv regime led by Zelen-
sky carried out another
monstrous attack using
UAVs armed with muni-
tions which took aim at
civilians in the village of
Khorly, Kherson Region,"

Gatilov said. "While the
exact number of those
killed and injured in
the course of this bar-
baric attack is still being
established, it is already
clear that several dozens
of people died, includ-
ing young children," he
stressed.

"We demand that the
UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights Mr.
Volker Turk and his Office
(OHCHR), as well as respec-
tive special procedures of
the Human Rights Council,
condemn publicly and as
soon as possible the Kyiv
regime's monstrous terror-
ist attack in the Kherson
Region," the diplomat said
in his statement posted on
the Telegram channel of
the mission.

40 dead, several fighting for
their lives: Swiss authorities on
deadly ski resort fire incident

IANS

ZURICH: Over 40 people
have died and several are
still fighting for their lives
in the violent fire that rav-
aged the 'Le Constellation'
bar in Crans-Montana ski
resort in Valais Canton
of southwestern Switzer-
land on New Year's Eve,
the Swiss authorities told
media on Friday evening.

"It is a tragedy for Swit-
zerland, for Europe, and
for the entire world," said
State Council President
Mathias Reynard who
opened the press confer-
ence, adding that January
9 will be a national day of
remembrance for the vic-
tims of the tragedy.

According to Zurich-
based leading Swiss Ger-
man-language national
daily Tages-Anzeiger,
Attorney General Beatrice
Pilloud said that the theory
that the sparklers caused
the fire is being investigat-
ed as a priority.

Pilloud mentioned that
the sparklers were ordi-
nary ones, readily avail-
able at any supermarket.
The club did not require
a permit to light them
indoors.

"When questioned by a
journalist, prosecutor Bea-
trice Pilloud explained that
the sparklers were ordi-
nary ones, readily avail-
able at any supermarket.
The club did not require
a permit to light them
indoors. According to Pil-
loud, the theory that the
sparklers caused the fire
is being investigated as a
priority," the newspaper
reported.

Pierre-Antoine Lengen,
head of the Valais canton-
al police, reiterated that
every effort is being made
to quickly identify the vic-
tims.

Crans-Montana, situ-
ated in the heart of the
scenic Swiss Alps, is one
of Switzerland’s most
popular tourist destina-
tions, drawing visitors
from around the world
for skiing, snowboard-
ing, golf and other leisure
activities.

The resort town is
located approximately two
hours from the Swiss capi-
tal, Bern.

The incident comes just
months after a separate
fire broke out at Switzer-
land’s oldest luxury hotel
in Geneva.

Trump shops marble for
White House ballroom

IANS

WASHINGTON: Presi-
dent Donald Trump on
Friday made a low-key
visit to a Florida stone
supplier as part of prepa-
rations for a new White
House ballroom, with offi-
cials confirming he is per-
sonally purchasing materi-
als for the project.

“President Trump is
purchasing marble and
onyx, at his own expense,
for the White House Ball-
room,” a White House offi-
cial said.

The presidential motor-
cade arrived at a shopping
centre in Lake Worth, Flor-
ida, at 9:46 a.m., according
to pool reports. Reporters
were held in vans, and the
President was not immedi-
ately seen.

The shopping centre
includes several business-
es, among them Al Plus
Stone Design, a retailer
that specialises in stone
products such as marble
and onyx.

Officials did not provide
details on the quantities or
specific varieties of stone
being considered during
the visit.

Lake Worth is located
in Palm Beach County, a
short drive from Trump’s

Mar-a-Lago residence,
where he frequently stays
while in Florida.

The White House offi-
cial’s statement under-
scored that the materials
would be paid for person-
ally by the President, not
with public funds. The
visit followed earlier indi-
cations from the White
House that Trump has
taken a direct interest in
the design of the new ball-
room, including materials
and finishes.

The ballroom project
has been presented by
the administration as a
response to long-standing
space constraints at the
White House, particularly
for hosting large formal
events and state functions.
Officials have said the new
structure is intended to
blend with the existing
architectural character of
the White House complex.

Images previously
released by the White
House depict a classically
styled building with ornate
interiors. The administra-
tion has said the ballroom
would accommodate signif-
icantly more guests than
current reception spaces
and reduce the need for
temporary outdoor tents
during major events.

Delhi recorded lowest average PM10, PM2.5
concentration levels in 2025: Centre

IANS

NEW DELHI: In 2025,
Delhi recorded its lowest
ever average concentra-
tion levels of Particulate
Matter (PM10 and PM2.5)
since in 2018, Union Minis-
try of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change said
on Friday.

It claimed that the daily
average of PM10 in Delhi
in 2025 was 198 (ugm/ma3)
as compared to 212 in 2024
and 242 in 2018.

The Ministry, in a state-
ment, said the daily aver-
age of PM2.5 in Delhi in
2025 was 97 as compared to

105 in 2024 and 114 in 2018.

The Ministry shared
data for eight years and
said the Commission for
Air Quality Management
in NCR and Adjoining
Areas (CAQM), since its
inception in 2021, through a
series of directions/adviso-
ries and orders, has initiat-
ed various policy measures
and field actions towards
abatement of air pollution
in Delhi-NCR.

The Ministry's statement
coincided with the decision
of the CAQM Sub-Com-
mittee on Friday to revoke
restrictions under Stage-
IIT of the Graded Response

Action Plan (GRAP).

Delhi's Environment
Minister Manjinder Singh
Sirsa said that the city's
improving air quality
reflects persistent ground-
level efforts under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta.

Delhi's Air Quality Index
(AQI), which stood at 380
on Thursday, was recorded
at 236 on Friday, marking a
significant decline.

Minister Sirsa empha-
sised that even though
GRAP Stage-III restric-
tions have been lifted, on-
ground operations will
continue with the same

rigour and priority.

"This is not the time
to relax; this is the time
to double our efforts and
consolidate the gains we've
made. Each small win fuels
our motivation to make
Delhi's air cleaner every
single day," he added.

"In the past year, Delhi
has advanced new path-
ways of pollution control
-- from accelerating legacy
waste biomining (35 MT per
day) to expanding clean-tech
interventions on industrial
and transport fronts. The
unified effort is showing
measurable impact," Minis-
ter Sirsa said.
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Drugs worth Rs 83.18 crore
seized in Mizoram, one arrested

IANS

AIZAWL: Assam Rifles
have highly addictive
methamphetamine tablets
valued at over Rs 33.18
crore by arresting a drug
peddler on Friday, officials
said.

A defence spokesman
said that acting on credible
intelligence inputs related
to narcotics trafficking
near India-Myanmar
border, Assam Rifles con-
ducted joint operation with
Mizoram Police at Kaifang
areas of Saitual district in
Mizoram on Friday.

During the operation,
unusual movement was
detected near the suspect-
ed location, he said.

A swift and thorough
search resulted in recov-
ery of 11.062 kg of Metham-
phetamine tablets, a psy-

Applications on prescribed proforma (Annexure-I) are hereby invited from the eligible female candidates of the Panch wards shown against the
below mentioned Panchayat Halgas, for the engagement of Sanginis (Anganwadi Workers) for the Anganwadi Centres of POSHAN PROJECT URI
on “Honorarium basis”. The application along with required documents should reach to the office of Child Development Project Officer Poshan
Uri near Toll Post Lagama with in 15days from the date of publication of the said notice against proper receipt.

chotropic substance ===

with an estimated
international market
value of Rs 33.186
crore. The seized con-
traband and a vehicle
were handed over to
Mizoram Police for [
detailed investiga-
tion and further legal
action.

The drug peddler,
identified as Hasan
Ali, resident of Badar-
pur district in south-
ern Assam was also
apprehended in the
operation and he was
also handed over to
Mizoram police for taking
legal action under the Nar-
cotics Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS)
Act 1985.

The methamphetamine
tablets, also known as Yaba
or party tablets, containing

a mixture of methamphet-
amine and caffeine, also
called the ‘crazy drug’, are
banned in India.

The swift and decisive
action by Assam Rifles is
a testament to their stead-
fast commitment and vigi-

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE GHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OFFICER

POSHAN PROJECT URI

Subject: Advertisement of posts for Recruitment of Sanginis (Anganwadi Workers) in Anganwadi Centres of Poshan Project Uri.

Advertisement Notice No.: 05 CDPO-URI of 2026

Dated: 01-01-2026

lance in curbing drug
trafficking activities,
an Assam Rifles state-
" ment said. It said that
this operation rein-
forces the ongoing
collective efforts to
. protect the youth of
Mizoram from harm-
ful effects of narcotics
and maintain peace
and security in the
region.

Mizoram shares
510 km and 318 km
unfenced border with
Myanmar and Ban-
gladesh, respectively.
Myanmar's Chin state
is a hub for the smuggling
of varied drugs, exotic
wildlife animals and many
other contraband through
six Mizoram districts --
Champhai, Siaha, Lawngt-
lai, Hnahthial, Saitual and
Serchhip.

. . Vacancy of Sanginis (Anganwadi workers)
SNo | District | Project | Name of Panchayat Panch Ward No. Name of Anganwadi Centre
01 Kundi Barjalla 07 Posh Mohalla
02 |Baramulla| URI |Rampore 01 Sheikh Mohalla
03 Garkote-B 04 Upper Latehmar

Criteria for Selection of Sanginis (Anganwadi Workers) Shall remain as envisaged in the Govt. Order No. 222-JK(SWD) 0f 2022, Dated:30-11-2022

and Order no. 103-JK(SWD) of 2023 Dated 28.04.2023 i.e,

<> Women candidates in the age group of 18-37 years shall be eligible (age shall be calculated on the 1% day of calendaryeari.e 01-01-2026).

<> The candidate should be a domicile of the UT of J&K.

<> The candidate should be a resident of the Electoral Ward where AWC is located. Name in the voter list for the ward shall be considered
as the proof of residence of the candidate. Wherever there is any dispute as to residence for any reason then residence proof certifying

the ward of residence from the concerned SDM shall be considered.

9
o

°,
o

shall not be any interview.

R
o e

Minimum Education qualification should be 10+2 and maximum graduation.
Weightage shall be given on the basis of marks obtained in 10+2 and selection shall be granted purely on academic merit basis & there

In case eligible candidate is available within the family of retired AWW the said candidate shall qualify for additional two percent points.
Candidates with qualification higher than graduation shall not be considered.

X In case of tie in merit of the eligible candidate, candidate with higher age will be preferred.
Self-attested copies of documents to be attached with the application form:

<> Panch Ward Certificate and voter list issued by BDO concerned.

<> Unmarried certificate issued by Tehsildar, if name of candidate appears with parents in voter list.
<> Domicile Certificate issued by Tehsildar concerned.

<> Date of Birth Certificate.

3
o

0
o

9
SRS

B3
o

g

o
o

> All Documents submitted along with the application form for engagement of Sangini (AWW) are correct, without any mismatch, duplicity
orfallacious in nature. If found incorrect or in any of the above stated situation the candidature of deponent may be cancelled and liable
to action under law.

> Maximum qualification is Graduation for vacancy of Sanginis (AWWs) and this is as per facts and onus of proving it to be true lies with

the deponent.

> The deponent has read the HR policy no. 222-JK(SWD) of 2022 dated: 30.11.2022 and is well versed with all salient features of the

Academic Qualification Certificates with Marks card of 10+2.
If candidate belongs to family of retired AWW, Copy of document proof.
Non employment Certificate from Gazetted Officer.
Self-Addressed envelope with postage stamp of Rs 5/-.
Affidavit from first class magistrate stating following facts.

policy and shall be applicable to the deponent in case of selection as Sangini (AWW)
Note: Prescribed Application Proforma can also be had from the undersigned office “Free of Cost”.

Advt Notification No.& Date,

(ANNEXURE-1)

APPLICATION FORM FOR ENGAGEMENT OF SANGINI (ANGANWADI WORKER)
Name of the District:- Baramulla
Name of the Poshan (ICDS) Project:-URI
Name of the Anganwadi Centre for which engagement sought
.......... of Panchayat Halqa ...............

2B

Panch Ward no...............
Name of the Candidate (In Block Letters)
Fathers Name (In Block Letters) ................
Marital Status: - (Married/ Un-Married) ...

Form Sr. No.

Photograph of
the applicant duly
attested by Gazetted

Officer

I8 Husbands Name (if married) ..........c.o....
8. Permanent Address: Mohalla... ......ccoeeevereeieniennesreseneseeses s sneseenes Village....cooveereeeersereenennennas Panch Ward
10 TR Name of the Panchayat Halga...........ccccoveennrnicncnnsesesesseeenns
Block:.... ... Pin code
9. Mobile NO:......ccoererriceririne Email ID:
10. Date of Birth: / /
11. Age ason 01-07-2024. ............. Years ....ccoeeenne months.......... Days
12. Academic Qualification:
S.No | Examination passed Board/School Year of passing | Marks Obtained | Max. Marks | %age
1 [10+2
2 |Graduation
13. Does candidate belong to family of retired AWW (Yes / NO).........ccoureuene
14. Documents attached.
<> Panch Ward Certificate and voter list issued by BDO concerned.
<> Domicile Certificate issued by Tehsildar concerned.
< Date of Birth Certificate.
< Un-married certificate issued by Tehsildar concerned, if the name of candidate appears with parents in the voter list.
<& Academic Qualification Certificates with Marks card of 10+2.
< If candidate belong to family of retired AWW/AWH, then copy of e-ticket of ration card.
& Non-employment Certificate.
< Self-Addressed envelope with postage stamp of Rs 5/-.
< Affidavit.
Signature of Candidate
UNDERTAKING

committee shall have the right to reject my application and similarly revoke my engagement order.

No:-CDPO/U/Adv/2025-26/771-788

Dated:- 01-01-2026

DIPK-9644-25

DT: 02/01/2026

do hereby certify that the contents of
the application given above are correct and true to the best of my knowledge. In case any of the above contents is found incorrect, the selection

Child Development Project Officer

Signature of Candidate
Sd/-

Poshan Project Uri

“CM K¢
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Bangladeshi player row puts Shah
Rukh Khan’s KKR at centre of
political and religious flashpoint

IANS

NEW DELHI: A major
controversy has erupted
following criticism by
renowned Kathavachak
Devkinandan Thakur
against Bollywood actor
Shah Rukh Khan after his
Indian Premier League
(IPL) franchise, Kolkata
Knight Riders (KKR),
signed Bangladeshi crick-
eter Mustafizur Rahman.

The issue has triggered
sharp reactions across the
political spectrum, with
leaders from the BJP, Con-
gress, NCP, CPI(M), Sama-
jwadi Party, and Shiv Sena
(UBT) weighing in, raising
questions about sports,
religion, national inter-
est, and alleged atrocities
against minorities in Ban-
gladesh.

Speaking to IANS,
Devkinandan Thakur
claimed that the inclusion
of a Bangladeshi player by
KKR had hurt the senti-
ments of Hindus across the
country, especially in view
of the alleged persecution
of Hindus in Bangladesh.

He alleged that violence
against Hindus in the
neighbouring country was
continuing unabated and
described recent incidents
of brutal attacks.

Thakur maintained that
religious leaders generally
do not interfere in sports
or entertainment but said
the present circumstances
warranted objection.

Questioning Shah Rukh
Khan’s decision, he said
that allowing a player from
Bangladesh to play in the
IPL for a significant sum
amounted to hurting the
sentiments of “100 crore
Hindus.” He demanded
that Bangladeshi cricket-
ers be excluded from the
IPL under the current
situation and warned of
protests if the demand was
not met.

Reiterating his stance,
Thakur said his concern

was not about Shah Rukh
Khan’s profession or
status but about what he
described as the protection
of Hindu interests globally.

The controversy soon
took a political turn, with
the Congress questioning
the ‘selective’ targeting
of Shah Rukh Khan and
shifting the focus to the
government and cricket
authorities.

Congress national
spokesperson Supriya
Shrinate said the govern-
ment must be questioned
on why Bangladeshi play-
ers were allowed to par-
ticipate in the IPL if con-
cerns over atrocities were
genuine.

She asked why Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and senior ministers were
silent on the issue and
questioned the role of the
BCCI and its Secretary, Jay
Shah.

Congress leader Rakesh
Sinha alleged that Shah
Rukh Khan’s identity was
being deliberately targeted
and accused BJP leaders
and religious figures of
selective outrage.

He pointed out that
cricket matches between
India and Pakistan were
played even after terror
incidents and questioned
why similar objections
were not raised at that
time.

Senior Congress leader
Harish Rawat dismissed
the controversy as unwar-

ranted, while NCP (SP)
Rajya Sabha MP Fauzia
Khan criticised what she
described as communal
politics.

She questioned why
playing cricket with Paki-
stan was acceptable while
signing a Bangladeshi
player had become contro-
versial, calling the debate
“backward and unci-
vilised.”

CPI(M) leader Hannan
Mollah condemned the
mixing of religion and
politics with sports,
saying such practices were
unhealthy and should be
avoided. Samajwadi Party
spokesperson Ashutosh
Verma urged religious
leaders to ‘stay away’ from
politics. He further told
them to ‘focus on social
welfare’.

Amid the growing row,
BJP leaders offered mixed
reactions. BJP spokes-
person Pratul Shah Deo
said sports should not be
linked with politics but
acknowledged that emo-
tions naturally rise when
issues of national interest
are involved.

He said the Centre had
taken diplomatic steps by
summoning the Bangla-
desh High Commissioner
and raising concerns over
minority safety.

BJP MP Yogender Chan-
dolia, however, supported
Devkinandan Thakur’s
sentiments, saying that
deliberately signing a

'Owners and the fans deserve
clarity': Chhetri and footballers
question AIFF over restart of ISL

IANS
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Bangladeshi player amid
reports of atrocities
appeared provocative and
that the contract should be
terminated.

The issue also sparked
reactions in Jammu and
Kashmir, where Shiv Sena
(UBT) leader Manish Sahni
warned of protests if Ban-
gladeshi cricketer Musta-
fizur Rahman played for
KKR. He claimed violence
against Hindus in Bangla-
desh was increasing and
demanded a complete boy-
cott of Bangladeshi players
in the IPL and upcoming
international tourna-
ments.

BJP leader Raj K.
Purohit demanded action
against Shah Rukh Khan.
He sought a boycott of
his films. His statement
further fuelled the con-
troversy, drawing ire from
opposition leaders.

Meanwhile, BJP MP
Praveen Khandelwal said
Shah Rukh Khan must
decide whether he stands
with India or “anti-nation-
al forces,” asserting that
the actor should clarify his
position amid the ongoing
debate.

Congress MP Manoj
Kumar called for keeping
sports separate from reli-
gion and community iden-
tity. While condemning
violence in Bangladesh, he
said cricket should remain
a sport, and players should
not be targeted based on
nationality.
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Over 250 wrestlers to grapple with
in star-studded PWL auctions

IANS

NEW DELHI: The Pro
Wrestling League (PWL),
India’s premier franchise-
based professional wres-
tling league sanctioned by
the Wrestling Federation
of India (WFI), is set for a
high-profile return to com-
petitive action as over 250
wrestlers will go under the
hammer at the 2026 player
auction scheduled to be
held on Saturday in New
Delhi.

The auction marks a
crucial step in the build-up
to the league’s fifth season,
which resumes after a six-
year hiatus.

The wrestlers in the
PWL 2026 auction pool have
been classified into four
categories — A+ (Marquee),
A, B, and C - based on per-
formance credentials and
international standing.
The base prices for these
categories have been fixed
at 18 lakh for A+ wrestlers,
12 lakh for Category A, 8
lakh for Category B, and 3
lakh for Category C, offer-
ing franchises a structured
and transparent bidding
framework.

The auction pool features
a strong mix of elite inter-
national competitors and
leading Indian wrestlers,

including Olympic cham-
pions and medalists, World
Championship medalists,
and established stars.

Several high-profile
names, including the likes
of Japanese women’s wres-
tling legend Yui Susaki,
Cuban Paris Olympics
silver medallist Yusney-
lis Guzman Lopez, and
two-time Olympic medal-
list Iryna Koliadenko of
UKkraine, alongside local
stars Aman Sehrawat, a
Paris Olympics bronze med-
allist and India’s youngest
ever Olympic woman wres-
tler and two-time World
championship medallist
Antim Panghal, find a place
in the A+ category.

The A category has the
likes of Deepak Punia,
a world championship
silver medallist and former
Commonwealth Games
champion, and recent-
ly-crowned U-23 world

champion Sujeet Kalkal
of India, along with four-
time world championship
medallist Arsen Harutyu-
nyan of Armenia, former
Asian Games champion
and double world champi-
onship medallist Tulga of
Mongolia and 2025 world
championship bronze
medallist Robert Baran of
Poland, among others.
Wrestlers in the B cat-
egory comprise accom-
plished internationals such
as Nigerian women’s wres-
tling legend and nine-time
African champion Odunayo
Folasade, Iranian heavy-
weight Hadi Vafaeipour,
Armenian world champi-
onship medallist Arman
Andreasyan, Mexico’s reign-
ing Pan-American champi-
on Roman Gullermo Bravo
Young, and Indian women’s
wrestling star Anshu Malik.
In the C category,
mostly up-and-coming

Indian talent like U-23
Asian champions Jaideep,
Chandermohan, Manisha,
and Priya have found spots
alongside internationals
like Karla, the reigning
Pan-American champion
from Canada.

Such a wide array of
exciting talent from some
of the best wrestling
nations in the world is
expected to attract signifi-
cant interest during the
bidding process.

The league will oper-
ate with a total purse of 12
crore for the season, with
each of the six franchises
allocated 2 crore to build
their squads. Teams will
compete across nine weight
categories, five men’s and
four women’s, reinforcing
PWL’s commitment to gen-
der-balanced competition
and comprehensive repre-
sentation across divisions.

Each franchise will be
required to assemble a
squad comprising a mini-
mum of nine and a maxi-
mum of twelve wrestlers,
including five men and four
women. Of the total squad
strength, four wrestlers
must be overseas athletes,
two men and two women,
ensuring a strong inter-
national presence across
teams.

Football: Arsenal visit Bournemouth as Aston Villa
host Nottingham Forest in non-stop Premier League

IANS

LONDON: Arsenal have
the chance to re-open a sev-
en-point lead at the top of
the Premier League stand-
ings on Saturday when
Mikel Arteta's side travels
to play Bournemouth in a
crucial match.

Arsenal's excellent
second-half display saw
them put four goals past
Aston Villa to strengthen
their title claim, while
ending Villa's 11-game run
in all competitions. Man-
chester City's 0-0 draw at

Sunderland on Thursday
night saw Pep Guardiola's
side slip behind in what is
in danger of being a two-
horse race for this season's
title.

Arteta would be pleased
with Gabriel Jesus' goal in
midweek, and the fit-again
Brazilian boosts his side's
attack and options to make
changes to his starting 11 at
an intense time of the year,
reports Xinhua.

Bournemouth drew an
intense game 2-2 away to
Chelsea on Wednesday and
will probably have winger

Antoine Semenyo in the
side as the club's top scorer
seems to be closing in on
a transfer to Manchester
City. What better way for
Semenyo to impress by
scoring on Saturday, which
would help his current and
future club.

Aston Villa have to
recover from their defeat
at the Emirates Stadium,
with Unai Emery's side
hosting Nottingham
Forest, who are just above
the relegation zone after
three defeats.

Sean Dyche's visiting

team will look to mount
a rearguard action, and
Aston Villa will need play-
ers such as Morgan Rodg-
ers and Ollie Watkins to be
at their best to return to
winning ways.

Saturday's two remain-
ing matches see third from
bottom West Ham United
visit bottom of the table
Wolverhampton Wander-
ers, who took a creditable
point away to Manchester
United in the last game,
but remain winless, while
Burnley have a difficult
away trip to face Brighton.
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NEW DELHI: With the
future of the Indian Super

THE TRUE STORY OF
INDIA’S YOUNGEST
PARAM VIR CHAKRA HERO
- ARUN KHETARPAL

League (ISL) still not clear,
Indian footballers, along
with international stars,
have urged the sport's
global governing body,
FIFA, to step in and resolve
the lingering state of the
franchise-based tourna-
ment.

Leading figures of
Indian football, including
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu,
Sandesh Jhingan, and
Sunil Chhetri, have pub-
licly appealed to FIFA to
step in amid the ongoing
crisis facing the sport in
the country.

“It’s January, and we
should be on your screens
as a part of a competi-
tive football game in the
Indian Super League,”
Gurpreet said in a video
featuring other players,
too. “Instead, here we are
driven by fear and desper-
ation to say aloud some-
thing which we all know,”
Jhingan added. “Players,
staff, owners, and the fans
deserve clarity, protection,
and more importantly, a
future,” Chhetri said.

“But more importantly,
we are here to make a plea.
The Indian football govern-
ment is no longer able to
fulfil its responsibilities.
We are now staring at per-
manent paralysis. This is
the last-ditch effort to save
what we can. So we are
calling on FIFA to step in
and do what it takes to save
Indian football. We hope
this message gets to the
powers that are in Zurich.
This call is not political; it
is not driven by confron-
tation but by necessity.

It might sound like a big
word, but the truth is that
we are facing a humanitar-
ian, sporting, and econom-
ic crisis. And of course, we
need rescuing at the earli-
est. We just want to play
football, please help us do
it,” other players said in
the statement.

The All India Football
Federation (AIFF) on
Thursday received let-
ters from nearly all mem-
bers of the Indian Super
League (ISL) confirming
they may be willing to
participate in an upcom-
ing 2025-26 season; how-
ever, participation will
be contingent upon sat-
isfactory financial and
governance assurances
provided by the AIFF.

The member clubs of
the ISL further stated that
their continued participa-
tion is conditional upon
the AIFF relaying to them
that there are no league
Administration Fees
associated with partici-
pation and that the AIFF
will accept full financial

responsibility for opera-
tional costs incurred due
to reduced seasons.

In addition, club mem-
bers requested that the
AIFF provide a clear, timed
set of objectives outlining
how the financial and gov-
ernance structure of the
league will develop over
time; in conjunction with
this, club members asked
the AIFF to pursue funds
from the government in
order to support the
league.

Earlier, City Football
Group (CFG) divested its
shareholding in Mumbai
City FC, returning the
Indian Super League (ISL)
side to full control of its
founding owners.

The purchase of a 65%
share of Mumbai City FC
in November 2019 by the
Manchester City-owning
conglomerate was a water-
shed moment in ambition,
professionalism, and glo-
balising the club. The club
experienced the greatest
success during its six-year
relationship with CFG.
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