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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA

...PAGE: 03

A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

16th 
Year Of  Publication On Goa Liberation Day, humble tributes to the martyrs & 

freedom fighters, who made supreme sacrifices to liberate 
Goa from colonial rule. Saluting the bravehearts of our 
armed forces for their courage & valour. I pray that the 
Goa continues to scale new heights of development.

Kashmir 
Safe, Normal: 
ATOAI Prez

REHAN MIR

SRINAGAR: Appreciat-
ing security forces and 
locals for restoring con-
fidence and normalcy 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
President of  Adventure 
Tour Operators Asso-
ciation of  India (ATOAI) 
Ajeet Bajaj on Friday 
urged tourists to redis-
cover the region.

Addressing a news 
conference here after 
ATOAI’s 17th annual 
convention, Bajaj, said 
the perception of  insecu-
rity about Kashmir must 
change. “Everything is 
normal here and we have 
seen it for ourselves,” he 
added.

“This is the jewel in the 
crown of  P-06

DIPK-9142/25 
DATED: 19/12/2025

J&K Braces For Rain, 
Snow; Two-Month Dry 
Spell Likely To Break

IANS

SRINAGAR: After an 
extended dry spell of  over 
two months, Jammu and 
Kashmir is likely to get rain 
and snow during the next 48 
hours as the Meteorological 
(MeT) Department on Friday 
forecasted moderate snowfall 
in the higher reaches and 
rain in the plains starting 
late evening on December 20.

Mukhtar Ahmad, Direc-
tor of  the local MeT Depart-
ment, said that snow in the 
higher reaches and rain in 
the plains of  the union terri-
tory are expected during the 

night intervening December 
20 and December 21, and the 
same is likely to continue till 
late afternoon on December 
21.

The officer said some 
higher reaches in Gander-
bal, Bandipora and Kupwara 
districts might receive heavy 
snowfall, particularly on 
December 21.

Authorities in Baramulla, 
Kupwara, Bandipora and 
Ganderbal districts have 
issued advisories asking 
people living in the higher 
reaches not to venture out of  
their homes during snowfall.

During the P-06

Young generation Must inculcate ancient 
Values, ideals in Present-Day life: lg
Releases 4Th Edition Of “Kartavya Marg”

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Emphasizing the 
relevance of  traditional 
wisdom in the modern era,  
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha Friday called upon the 
youth to inculcate ancient 
values and ideals into their 
present-day lives.

"The young generation 
must inculcate ancient 
values and ideals in our 
present-day life," Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha 
said while releasing the 4th 
edition of  “Kartavya Marg”, 
annual in-house magazine 
published by Kailakh Jyotish 
and Vedic Sansthan Trust, at 
Lok Bhawan.

The Lieutenant Governor 
congratulated and extended 
his best wishes to the editor 
and everyone associated 
with the publication.

He applauded  Kailakh 
Jyotish and Vedic Sanst-
han Trust for its commit-
ment and dedicated efforts 
towards promotion of  India’s 
ancient knowledge tradi-
tions, folk culture, astrology, 
and Vedic sciences, while fos-
tering moral awareness, and 
cultural pride within society.

He said the complete 

knowledge system rooted in 
the Vedas and encompasses a 
holistic worldview will offer 
solutions to modern chal-
lenges.

“Our ancient texts like 
Vedas and Upanishads are 
a treasure of  knowledge 
in mathematics, medicine, 
physics, botany, chemistry, 
arts and P-06

Complete Indian Knowledge 
system rooted in the Vedas 
and encompasses a holistic 
worldview 

Our ancient texts like Vedas 
and Upanishads are a treasure 
of knowledge in mathematics, 
medicine, physics, botany, 
chemistry, arts

Various philosophical schools 
and art and architecture are 
profoundly relevant today to 
build a resilient society

Indian culture, ethics and 
values help in navigating 
complex challenges and 
cultivating virtues to promote 
harmony 

Our ancient knowledge system 
and embedded wisdom offer 
a blueprint for a successful 
modern world 

      ‘Fog Grounds Flights’

12 Cancelled, 18 Delayed at 
Srinagar, Jammu airports

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Widespread fog 
over North India disrupted 
air traffic on Friday, severely 
affecting operations at Sri-
nagar and Jammu airports, 
with 12 flights getting can-
celled and 18 delayed.

“At Srinagar Interna-
tional Airport, seven flights 
were cancelled and twelve 
were delayed due to poor vis-
ibility and adverse weather 
at departure points includ-
ing Delhi, Amritsar and 

Kolkata. At Jammu Airport, 
five flights were cancelled 
and eight delayed, bringing 
the total to 12 cancellations 
and 18 delays across both air-
ports,” officials said.

At Srinagar, airlines most 
affected included IndiGo, Air 
India and SpiceJet, while at 
Jammu, Air India, SpiceJet 
and AirAsia experienced sig-
nificant disruptions.

Meanwhile, the Airport 
Authority of  India (AAI) 
issued an advisory stating 
that airport P-06

Free Ration, LPG Cylinder Promises To Be 
Fulfilled Within 6 Months: Min Sharma
Says We Will Respond To Terrorism With Tourism, No One Will Sleep Hungry

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Food, Civil Supplies and Con-
sumer Affairs (FCS&CA) Satish 
Sharma on Friday said that no 
one will sleep hungry in J&K 
and government will fulfil its 
promise of  free ration and LPG 
cylinders within the next six 
months.

Talking to reporters here, 
Minister Sharma, according 
to the news agency—Kashmir 
News Observer (KNO) said, 
“Promises of  free ration and gas 
cylinders will be fulfilled within 
next six months. Welfare of  the 
poor remains a top priority. All 
necessary steps are being taken 
to ensure that all commitments 
are met.”

The Minister said: “We are 
peace-loving people. Our mes-

sage is clear and we will respond 
to terrorism with tourism. The 
government will stand by every 
poor family. No one will sleep 
hungry and our promises will 
be fulfilled within the next six 
months.”

“A comprehensive plan has 
been put in place to ensure unin-
terrupted food supplies during 
the harsh winter months, partic-
ularly in snow-bound and high-

altitude districts,” the Minister 
said, adding, “Essential com-
modities have been dumped 
across all winter zones. There 
will be no shortage even during 
extended highway closures.”

He also shared that the 
department has initiated the 
‘procurement of  20 mobile test-
ing laboratories’ for district-lev-
el quality checks. “Each district 
will have a mobile P-06

CS assesses Cyber Security 
Framework implementation 
across J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Sec-
retary, Atal Dulloo, 
Friday chaired a 
high-level meet-
ing to review the 
progress achieved 
under the Cyber 
Security Action 
Plan being imple-
mented across the 
Union Territory of  Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Administrative Sec-
retaries of  all departments, 
Inspector General of  Police 
(Crime), Commissioners of  
Jammu and Srinagar Munic-
ipal Corporations, Deputy 
Director General, NIC, Chief  
Executive Officer, JaKeGA, 
and other senior officers con-

cerned.
At the outset, the Chief  
Secretary undertook 

a comprehensive 
review of  the ini-
tiatives launched 
to strengthen the 
cyber security 
architecture of  the 

UT. He assessed the 
status of  decommis-

sioning of  redundant 
government websites and 
sought updates on the securi-
ty audit of  departmental por-
tals, installation of  Endpoint 
Detection and Response 
(EDR) and Unified Endpoint 
Management (UEM) solu-
tions in the offices of  Heads 
of  Departments, besides 
other measures aimed at 
safeguarding government 
digital P-06

Over 17,000 Street Vendors Benefit Under 

PM SVANidhi In J&K; `48 Cr Disbursed
RAJA SYED 

SRINAGAR: Nearly 17,000 
street vendors in Jammu and 
Kashmir have benefited from 
the Prime Minister Street Ven-
dor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM 
SVANidhi) scheme and over 
₹48 crore loan disbursed so far, 
as per the official data tabled 
in Parliament shows.

In a written reply by the 
Ministry of  Housing and 
Urban Affairs in response to 
a Lok Sabha question, a total 
of  17,315 street vendors in 
Jammu and Kashmir are reg-
istered as beneficiaries under 
this scheme.

The data further reveals 
that loans amounting to ₹50.83 

crore have been approved in 
favour of  these vendors. So 
far, ₹48.18 crore has already 
been disbursed, which depicts 
a high disbursal rate in the 
Union Territory.

The Ministry said, "Urban 
Local Bodies (ULBs) play a 
key role in identifying eli-
gible street vendors through 
surveys conducted under the 
Street Vendors (Protection of  

Livelihood and Regulation of  
Street Vending) Act, 2014, or 
through verification of  appli-
cations submitted on the PM 
SVANidhi portal."

After the verification is 
completed, eligible vendors 
are provided with Certificates 
of  Vending, identity cards or 
Letters of  Recommendation 
(LoR). Then their loan appli-
cations are sent to banks and 
other lending institutions for 
approval and disbursement. 
Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) 
also facilitate vendors through 
handholding, mobilising appli-
cants and coordinating with 
banks to ensure loans are 
released promptly.

For effective P-06

     3 Doppler Radars Operational

IMD Strengthens 
Weather Forecasting 
Network In J&K

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The weather monitor-
ing in Jammu and Kashmir has been 
equipped with advanced monitoring 
and forecasting systems, with three 
Doppler Weather Radars (DWRs) 
currently operational across the 
Union Territory, the Government 
of India said on Friday.

According to the Ministry of  
Earth Sciences, Doppler Weather 
Radars are functioning at Banihal 
Top, Jammu and Srinagar, which 
significantly amplify the real-time 
weather surveillance and early 
warning capabilities across Jammu 
as well as the Kashmir valley.

Under Mission Mausam, the 
India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) is using next-generation 
forecasting models such as the 
Bharat Forecast System (Bharat-
FS), which operates at a high spa-
tial resolution of  six kilometres 
and provides short P-06

Saffron Growers Say Porcupines 
Inflicting ‘Large-Scale’ Damage To Corms

JAHANGEER GANAIE

PULWAMA: Already bat-
tling the adverse impacts 
of  climate change, saffron 
growers in Pampore and 
adjoining areas of  south 
Kashmir’s Pulwama district 
are facing a serious chal-
lenge - large-scale damage to 
saffron corms by porcupines.

Farmers fear that if  urgent 
measures are not taken, saf-
fron production, which has 
already witnessed a steep 
decline over the years, may 

fall even further.
Growers from Pampore, 

Konibal, Dusoo, Lethpora 
and nearby villages said that 
porcupines have been digging 
out saffron corms from fields 
almost every night, leaving 
behind damaged beds and 
shattered hopes. The situa-
tion has aggravated farmers’ 
anxiety, especially at a time 
when the availability of  qual-
ity corms is already limited.

“Climate change has 
already disrupted our crop 
cycle. Irregular P-06
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HED organizes One-Day Training 

Camp for NMBA Nodal Officers

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
OFFICER POSHAN PROJECT BIJBEHARA
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Ashraf Lone
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GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A One-Day 
Training Camp for Nasha 
Mukth Bharat Abhiyan 
(NMBA) Nodal Officers 
was successfully organised 
in hybrid mode at the Mini 
Auditorium of  Islamia 
College of  Science & Com-
merce, Srinagar.

The programme was 
organised by the Higher 
Education Department 
(HED) in collaboration 
with the Civil Society 
Forum Kashmir, with 
active participation from 
the Jammu & Kashmir 
Health De par tment, 
J&K Police and IMHANS 
Kashmir.

The training pro-
gramme aimed to sen-
sitise and equip NMBA 
Nodal Officers with prac-
tical knowledge and skills 
related to substance abuse 
prevention, early identifi-
cation of  substance users, 
mental health awareness, 
counselling mechanisms, 
rehabilitation strategies, 
and inter-departmental 
coordination.

More than 70 NMBA 
Nodal Officers from the 
Kashmir Division partici-
pated in the programme, 
while 71 Nodal Officers 
from the Jammu Division 
joined the programme 
virtually, reflecting wide 
institutional engagement 
across the Union Territory.

Prof. (Dr.) Sheikh Ajaz 
Bashir, Director Colleges, 
Higher Education Depart-

ment (Member of  the Task 
Force for Rehabilitation of  
Victims of  Drug Abuse), 
in his inaugural address 
emphasised the need for 
coordinated and sustained 
efforts among academic 
institutions, health servic-
es, civil society organisa-
tions, and law enforcement 
agencies to effectively 
address substance abuse.

He stated that the 
Mentor–Mentee model in 
colleges will be further 
strengthened and made 
outcome-oriented, with a 
focused mandate to iden-
tify at-risk students, facili-
tate early intervention, 
and shield youth from 
substance abuse through 
mentoring and support 
mechanisms, including 
closer monitoring of  stu-

dent attendance patterns 
and timely flagging of  
absenteeism.

He further highlighted 
the importance of  encour-
aging students to voice 
their concerns through the 
Higher Education Depart-
ment’s initiatives such as 
the SIGMA platform, and 
reiterated the Depart-
ment’s firm commitment 
to proactive interventions 
under the Nasha Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyan, while 
urging NMBA Nodal Offi-
cers to translate the learn-
ings from the training 
programme into effective 
action at their respective 
institutions.

The host College Prin-
cipal, Prof. (Dr.) Tehmina 
Yousuf, highlighted the 
growing concern of  sub-

stance abuse among youth 
and underscored the criti-
cal role of  educational 
institutions and NMBA 
Nodal Officers in preven-
tion, early intervention, 
and awareness generation.

During the programme, 
Abdul Waheed Shah, SSP 
Crime Branch, Kashmir, 
and Mohd Anwar-ul-Haq, 
SSP Anti-Narcotics Task 
Force (ANTF), J&K, shared 
valuable insights on drug 
abuse trends, preventive 
mechanisms, and the legal 
framework governing 
antinarcotics efforts.

The technical sessions 
were conducted by experts 
from IMHANS Kashmir, 
who addressed mental 
health dimensions of  sub-
stance use disorders, early 
identification of  at-risk 
individuals, counselling 
strategies, and referral 
mechanisms. The sessions 
witnessed interactive par-
ticipation from the NMBA 
Nodal Officers.

The training camp 
reaffirmed the collective 
commitment of  all stake-
holders towards creating a 
drug-free, healthy, and sup-
portive academic environ-
ment. The Higher Educa-
tion Department reiterated 
that sustained capacity 
building, awareness gen-
eration, and institutional 
ownership will remain 
central to its strategy in 
safeguarding the youth of  
Jammu & Kashmir from 
the menace of  substance 
abuse.

EOW Kashmir files chargesheet 
in fake railway job scam

AGENCIES

 SRINAGAR: The Econom-
ic Offences Wing (EOW) of  
Crime Branch Kashmir 
has filed a chargesheet 
in a fake Railway recruit-
ment scam, booking three 
persons for allegedly cheat-
ing job seekers by issuing 
forged appointment letters, 
officials said.

The chargesheet in FIR 
No. 08/2025 has been pre-
sented before the Judicial 
Magistrate First Class, 
Beerwah, Budgam, under 
Sections 420 (cheating), 468 
(forgery), 471 (using forged 
documents) and 120-B 
(criminal conspiracy) of  
the IPC.

The accused have been 
identified as Abdul Hamid 
Sheikh of  Chewdara, Beer-
wah in Budgam district; 
Adil Shah of  Sonwar, Sri-
nagar, presently residing at 
Zewan; and Mufti Ghulam 
Hassan Kumar of  Hib-
Dangerpora, Sopore, pres-

ently residing at Rutsuna, 
Beerwah.

Officials said the case 
was registered on the basis 
of  a written complaint filed 
by Mufti Ghulam Hassan 
Kumar, who alleged that 
Abdul Hamid Sheikh and 
Adil Shah had provided 
him fake appointment 
letters claiming recruit-
ment through the Railway 

Recruitment Board, New 
Delhi. The letters were 
found to carry forged seals 
and fabricated signatures 
of  the Deputy General 
Manager, Northern Rail-
way, Paharganj, New Delhi.

During investigation, 
the EOW found that the 
appointment letters were 
fake and that the accused 
had allegedly conspired 

to lure victims with prom-
ises of  government jobs 
and extracted money from 
them.

The probe further 
revealed that the complain-
ant, Mufti Ghulam Hassan 
Kumar, was also involved 
in the scam. Officials said 
he had allegedly collected 
money from other victims 
on the false pretext of  pro-
viding Railway jobs and 
issued fake job orders to 
them. His role surfaced 
during investigation, estab-
lishing his alleged involve-
ment in the conspiracy, 
they said.

After completion of  
investigation, the final 
report under Section 173 
of  the CrPC was submitted 
before the court for judicial 
determination.

The EOW said it remains 
committed to curbing eco-
nomic offences and pro-
tecting the public from 
fraudulent job rackets.
(KNS).

DC Kupwara reviews 

Winter Preparedness

District-Level Sensitisation 
Workshop under AWPB 20265-
26 Held in Kulgam

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kupwara, 
Shrikant Suse Fridaycon-
vened a review meeting 
with officers of  various 
line departments to assess 
and strengthen the dis-
trict’s preparedness in 
light of  weather advisory 
and snowfall prediction.

The meeting was 
attended by ADC Kupwara, 
Gulzar Ahmad Khan; ADC 
Handwara, Javid Naseem 
Masoodi, ACR, SDM Lolab, 
OC Beacon, all Tehsildars 
as well as  officers from 
R&B, PMGSY, KPDCL, 
MED, Municipal Commit-
tees, Food Civil Supplies 
& Consumer Affairs and 
health department.

Regarding Winter 
Stocking & Essential Sup-
plies, the Food Supplies 
department informed 
that sufficient stock of  
rice, sugar, atta and Fuel/
LPG has been ensured in 
the district especially in 
border areas to cater to the 
needs of  the people during 
the harsh winter period.

Regarding Snow Clear-
ance and Machinery Readi-
ness, the Mechanical, R&B, 
BEACON, PMGSY briefed 
the Chair on the availabil-
ity and deployment plans 
of  snow clearance equip-
ment and machinery at key 
locations to ensure road 
connectivity in the event 
of  heavy snowfall. The 
departments were directed 
to ensure utmost coordina-
tion for snow clearance at 
the earliest.

The Electric Divisions 
informed about the buffer 
stock of  transformers and 

other key spares, ensuring 
rapid restoration of  elec-
tricity in extreme weather 
conditions.

The Health officials pre-
sented measures taken to 
ensure availability of  med-
ical emergency response, 
essential medicines, and 
ambulance services in 
high-altitude and hard to 
reach areas.

The DC directed that dis-
trict and tehsil-level control 
rooms be kept operational 
24×7 during winter to 
monitor weather develop-
ments and coordinate swift 
responses to public griev-
ances and exigencies.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the DC underscored 
the imperative of  inter-
departmental coordina-
tion, timely execution of  
action plans, and proac-
tive steps to mitigate win-
ter-related challenges. He 
urged all departments to 
maintain continuous read-
iness, particularly in sec-
tors prone to snowfall and 
connectivity disruptions.

He further emphasized 
that every stakeholder 
must work with diligence 
to ensure that essential 
services including trans-
port, power, food supply, 
healthcare, and snow 
clearance remain fully 
functional even under 
severe winter conditions. 
He also directed to ensure 
all staff  of  these depart-
ments to remain at their 
headquarters only.

ADC Handwara, SDM 
Lolab and concerned teh-
sildars were directed to 
monitor response from all 
line department in their 
respective jurisdiction.
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KULGAM: Agriculture 
Production and Farm-
ers Welfare Department 
Kulgam organised a 2nd 
District-Level Sensitisa-
tion and Educational work-
shop at Townhall Block 
Devsar under the Project 
and Knowledge Manage-
ment component of  the 
annual work plan and 
budget (AWPB) 2025-26 of  
the Jammu and Kashmir 
competitiveness and Agri-
culture and Allied project 
(JKCIP).

MLA Devsar, Peerzada 
Feroz Ahmad Shah pre-
sided over the workshop as 
the Chief  Guest and Addl. 
District Development Com-
missioner, Altaf  Ahmad 
Khan participated as a 
Guest of  Honour.

Addressing the partici-
pants including farmers, 
youth Club members and 
Agri-Entrepreneurs high-
lighted the pivotal role of  
youth in nation-building 
and environmental stew-
ardship. He encouraged 
the Youth Club members 
to act as ambassadors of  
change in their respective 
blocks, taking the lessons 
learned from the workshop 
back to their communities.

Addl. District Develop-
ment Commissioner, while 
speaking on the occasion, 
stressed the need for crop 
diversification of  High 
Value Crops, urging youth 
to move beyond traditional 
farming practice and adopt 
innovative market-orient-
ed agriculture. He also 

highlighted that JKCIP 
benefits are being extend-
ed in four blocks including 
Devsar, Behibagh, Manz-
gam and D. K. Marg, while 
farmers in other blocks 
can avail support under 
the Holistic Agriculture 
Development Programme 
(HADP)

At the outset Chief  Agri-
culture Officer Kulgam, 
Farooq Ahmad Reshi high-
lighted the background 
of  the programme and 
the significance of  youth 
engagement in shaping a 
progressive farming soci-
ety and urged the partici-
pants to utilize the training 
to positively influence their 
communities, promote 
constructive activities and 
contribute to grassroots 
developmental initiatives 
especially with reference 
to environmental issues 
and climate change.

Resource persons from 
KVK Kulgam and MRCFC 
Khudwani delivered tech-
nical sessions on youth 
mobilization, community 
development, social aware-
ness on environmental 
issues, climate change and 
disaster management. The 
trainees were also briefed 
about opportunities avail-
able under different gov-
ernment schemes aimed 
at youth empowerment.

Sub Divisional Agri-
culture Officers Kulgam 
& Qaimoh, Agriculture 
Extension Officers and 
other officials from agri-
culture department also 
participated in the train-
ing programme.

Good Governance week Kickstarts 

in B'la with Insightful Seminar

GOOD GOVERNANCE WEEK

"Prashasan Gaon 
Ki Ore" Campaign 
Commences in 
Kulgam

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: As part of  
Good Governance Week 
2025 and under the 
Sushasan Sapta initia-
tive, the “Prashasan Gaon 
Ki Ore” campaign com-
menced across District 
Kulgam with the objec-
tive of  taking governance 
to the doorsteps of  the 
people.

Grievance redressal 
camps were organised at 
block, tehsil and panchay-
at levels, where district 
and sectoral officers lis-
tened to public grievances 
and ensured their prompt 
redressal. The camps wit-
nessed active participa-
tion from the public, who 
raised issues related to 
various departments.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner Kulgam, Athar 
Aamir Khan, also visited 
several areas of  the dis-
trict, interacted with the 
people and personally lis-
tened tor their demands 
and concerns, directing 
the concerned officers for 
timely resolution.

During the day, domi-
cile, income and other 
essential certificates 
were distributed to eligi-
ble beneficiaries. Aware-
ness and registration 
camps were also held to 
educate citizens about 
various government 
schemes and facilitate 
on-the-spot registrations.
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BARAMULLA: As part of  
the nationwide campaign 
to promote transparency, 
accountability and citizen-
centric administration, 
Good Governance Week 
was Friday kickstarted 
across District Baramulla 
with an insightful semi-
nar held at the Conference 
Hall of  Government Boys 
Degree College (GDC), 
Baramulla.

The seminar was pre-
sided over by Dr. Farooq 
Ahmad Lone, Retired IAS 
Officer, and was attended 
by Principal GDC Boys’ 
Baramulla, Dr. Mohd 
Shafi Lone; Dr. Khursheed 
Alam, Professor IMPARD; 
Prof. Tariq Ahmad Chalko, 
Assistant Commissioner 
Revenue; Arshad Ahmad 
Khan, District Information 
Officer; Iftakhar Naseem, 
besides faculty members, 
students and other officers 
and officials.

The programme marked 
the beginning of  a week-
long series of  activities 
aimed at strengthening 
the interface between the 
administration and the 
public, ensuring respon-
sive governance, transpar-
ency and timely delivery of  
public services.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Farooq Ahmad 
Lone emphasized that good 
governance is reflected in 
the prompt, transparent 
and efficient resolution 
of  public grievances. He 

stressed that officers must 
remain easily accessible to 
citizens, listen to their con-
cerns with empathy and 
ensure time-bound deliv-
ery of  services to build 
public trust in governance 
institutions.

During the panel discus-
sion, speakers highlighted 
the core objectives of  Good 
Governance Week, which 
include effective grievance 
redressal, transparency in 
decision-making, account-
ability of  public institu-
tions and enhanced public 
outreach, particularly in 
rural and remote areas.

The session also delib-
erated on special initia-
tives planned during the 
week, including grievance 
redressal camps, outreach 
programmes under “Pra-
shasan Gaon Ki Ore”, 
awareness drives, public 
interactions and on-the-spot 
resolution of  public issues.

In addition to the district-

level programme, similar 
Good Governance Week 
activities were organized 
across Sub-Divisional and 
Block levels of  District 
Baramulla, wherein Sub-
Divisional Magistrates 
(SDMs), Block Development 
Officers (BDOs) and other 
district and sectoral offi-
cers presided over aware-
ness programmes, public 
interactions and grievance 
redressal sessions to direct-
ly engage with citizens at 
the grassroots level.

The speakers also elab-
orated on various gover-
nance reforms being imple-
mented by the govern-
ment and underscored the 
importance of  active citi-
zen participation in ensur-
ing the successful execu-
tion of  these initiatives, 
reaffirming the adminis-
tration’s commitment to 
transparent, accountable 
and people-centric gover-
nance across the district.

Secretary DLSA Budgam reviews 

Delivery of Legal Aid Services
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM:  District Legal 
Services Authority (DLSA) 
Budgam, under the aegis 
of  the J&K Legal Services 
Authority, convened a 
review meeting with Para 
Legal Volunteers (PLVs) and 
other functionaries of DLSA 
and Taluka Legal Services 
Committees (TLSCs) of  Dis-
trict Budgam.

The meeting, held in 
ADR Centre, was chaired by 
Secretary, DLSA Budgam, 
was aimed to review the 
effectiveness of  ongoing 
legal services programmes, 

identify challenges in their 
implementation, strengthen 
coordination among PLVs, 
TLSCs, and other stake-
holders, and streamline the 
delivery of legal aid services.

It also provided a plat-
form for sharing feed-
back and best practices to 
enhance public awareness 
and improve access to jus-
tice in the district.

While addressing the 
participants, the Secretary, 
DLSA Budgam, empha-
sized the need to strengthen 
coordination and coopera-
tion among PLVs, officials, 
and other stakeholders 

to ensure institutional 
growth and the welfare of  
legal aid beneficiaries. She 
highlighted the crucial role 
of  PLVs in reaching out to 
marginalized and vulner-
able sections of  society and 
encouraged them to conduct 
door-to-door campaigns, 
seminars, awareness pro-
grammes, and activities 
through Legal Aid Clinics 
and Legal Aid Clubs. PLVs 
were also directed to get 
details of  convicts if  any 
in there areas so that their 
applications for Premature 
release, Parole or Furlough 
could be processed.



        CMYK        

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

NEWS
www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

SRINAGAR  |  Saturday, 20, December 2025 03

Viral Video of Patient on 
Trolley: GMC Handwara 
Orders Time-Bound Inquiry

CS assesses implementation of 
UCF, lake conservation measures

Div Com Kashmir reviews 

Republic Day Arrangements
Stresses Inter-Departmental Coordination for Flawless Celebrations
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JAMMU: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Friday 
reviewed the implementa-
tion and progress of  hous-
ing and urban development 
initiatives, including the 
Urban Challenge Fund, 
the Auto Development 
Control Regulation (Auto 
DCR) system for building 
permissions, and ongoing 
conservation and devel-
opment works of  Dal and 
Nigeen lakes.

The review meeting was 
attended by Commissioner 
Secretary, Housing & Urban 
Development Department 
(H&UDD); Secretary, Rural 
Development Department 
(RDD); Vice Chairman, 
Jammu Development 
Authority (JDA); Commis-
sioner, Jammu Municipal 
Corporation (JMC); Vice 
Chairman, Lakes Conser-
vation and Management 
Authority (LCMA), besides 
other senior officers.

During the meeting, the 
Chief  Secretary empha-
sized the need to optimally 
leverage the Urban Chal-
lenge Fund and directed 
the concerned depart-
ments to target at least 1 
percent of  the Rupees one 
lakh crore earmarked by 
the Government of  India 
under the scheme. He 
further advised that the 
identified projects be sup-

plemented with additional 
funding support from 
SASCI to ensure smooth, 
timely, and uninterrupted 
execution.

Stressing the strategic 
importance of  the initia-
tive, the Chief  Secretary 
underscored the need 
for careful identification 
of  projects that would 
contribute meaningfully 
towards making urban cen-
tres sustainable, resilient, 
and future-ready, keeping 
in view population growth 
and evolving civic needs.

Reviewing the imple-
mentation of  the Auto DCR 
system for construction 
permissions, the Chief  Sec-
retary directed the H&UDD 
to integrate the platform 
with the RERA portal to 
ensure statutory compli-
ance under the Act. He 
also instructed the Rural 
Development Department 
to adopt a similar online 
building permission 
system for rural areas, 
with technical support 

from NIC, after finaliza-
tion of  the requisite build-
ing bye-laws.

Commissioner Secre-
tary, H&UDD, Mandeep 
Kaur, highlighted the sig-
nificance of  the Urban 
Challenge Fund for Jammu 
and Kashmir and apprised 
the meeting of  the proj-
ects identified under the 
scheme. She revealed that 
these include augmenta-
tion of  parking infrastruc-
ture, residential housing 
projects, sanitation initia-
tives, wastewater manage-
ment systems, and other 
urban utility services 
aimed at improving the 
quality of  life in cities.

The Commissioner, 
JMC, Devansh Yadav, 
informed the meeting 
that the Auto DCR system 
enables automatic scrutiny 
of  CAD drawings of  build-
ing plans, ensuring compli-
ance with municipal and 
provincial bye-laws with-
out manual intervention. 
He noted that the system 

significantly reduces pro-
cessing time while enhanc-
ing transparency and effi-
ciency in granting building 
permissions.

He further added that 
the platform facilitates 
online submission and 
tracking of  proposals, 
defines a clear hierarchy 
with assigned roles and 
responsibilities, generates 
alerts and MIS reports, and 
features a user-friendly 
dashboard integrated with 
a payment gateway and 
digital signature facility. 
The system also enables 
seamless procurement 
of  required No Objection 
Certificates (NOCs) from 
internal and external 
departments.

Secretary, RDD, Aijaz 
Asad, informed that the for-
mulation of  building bye-
laws for rural areas is in 
the final stage and that the 
department is planning to 
introduce a similar single-
window online system to 
grant building permissions 

in rural areas in an effective 
and time-bound manner.

The Vice Chairman, 
LCMA, Manzoor Ahmad 
Qadri, briefed the Chief  
Secretary on the conser-
vation and beautification 
measures being undertak-
en for the Dal and Nigeen 
lakes. He provided a status 
update on ongoing works 
and upcoming projects 
aimed at protecting and 
rejuvenating the lake eco-
system.

The projects include bio-
methanation of  weeds and 
lake waste, installation of  
musical and high-jet foun-
tains, development of  a 
theme park along the lake 
banks, and preparation of  
an integrated management 
plan for long-term con-
servation of  the lake eco-
system. He also informed 
about the eco-hamlets 
project, which envisages 
construction of  sewer-
age networks and allied 
developmental works for 
households located within 
the lake areas being com-
pleted under PMDP and 
other schemes.

The Chief  Secretary reit-
erated the importance of  
coordinated efforts, timely 
execution, and sustainable 
planning to ensure that 
urban development and 
environmental conserva-
tion go hand in hand across 
Jammu and Kashmir.
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SRINAGAR: In view of  the 
upcoming Republic Day 
celebrations, the Division-
al Commissioner Kashmir, 
Anshul Garg, on Friday 
convened a comprehen-
sive meeting of  divisional-
level officers to finalize a 
detailed plan ensuring 
a smooth, peaceful, and 
vibrant observance of  the 
national festival.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Deputy Commis-
sioner Srinagar, Commis-
sioner SMC, DIG Central 
Kashmir, and senior officers 
from various departments 
including Information, Edu-
cation, Health, JalShakti, 
R&B, MED, PDD, Youth 
Services & Sports, Tourism, 
Hospitality & Protocol, Flo-
riculture, Colleges, Culture, 
Traffic Police, and other 
security agencies.

Chairing the meeting, 
the Divisional Commis-
sioner directed the Joint 
Director, Information 
Kashmir to ensure timely 
playing of  Shehnai Vadan, 
nomination of  a commen-
tator, installation of  a 
public addressing system, 
and organization of  quiz 
and essay writing compe-
titions as part of  Republic 
Day activities.

He instructed the DIG 
Armed Police to designate 
an officer responsible for 

unfurling the National Flag 
on the day of  the event. The 
Director Floriculture was 
directed to make creative 
floral arrangements for the 
decoration of  the dais.

SSP Security was asked 
to ensure comprehensive 
security arrangements at 
the venue, including the 
safety of  VIPs and deploy-
ment of  anti-sabotage 
teams. Police and other 
security agencies were fur-
ther directed to facilitate 
the orderly and disciplined 
entry of  participants.

To ensure the comfort 
of  participants, the R&B 
Department was instructed 
to arrange proper seat-
ing, waterproof  tentage 
and installation of  display 
screens at the venue besides  
illumination of  key infra-
structure across the city.

The Mechanical Engi-
neering Department 
(MED) was directed to 
ensure road clearance in 
case of  snowfall, while the 
Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration (SMC) was asked 
to keep dewatering pumps 

ready at the venue.
The Div Com empha-

sized that practice ses-
sions for contingents and 
cultural troupes should 
commence from January.

The Hospitality & Proto-
col Department was direct-
ed to arrange refreshments 
for participants, while the 
District Administration 
was tasked with the distri-
bution of  invitation cards 
for the main function and 
the At-Home programme.

Also, SMC was instructed 
to ensure cleanliness and 
sanitation of  the venue. 
Fire & Emergency Services 
Department was directed 
to deploy fire tenders, the 
Health Department to set up 
medical kiosks, and the Traf-
fic Police to identify parking 
spaces and issue a traffic 
diversion plan to ensure 
smooth vehicular movement.

Similarly, RTC and 
SSCL were asked to pro-
vide buses to various 
departments, including 
the Education Department, 
for ferrying participants to 
and from the venue.
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SRINAGAR : Health 
authorities in Jammu and 
Kashmir have ordered a 
time-bound inquiry after 
a video surfaced on social 
media showing a patient 
being pushed on a hospi-
tal trolley along an open 
road outside Government 
Medical College (GMC), 
Handwara.

Officials said an inquiry 
committee was constitut-
ed immediately after the 
video went viral to ascer-
tain the circumstances 
leading to the incident. The 
panel has been directed to 
submit its report by 11:00 
am on December 20, 2025.

According to an offi-
cial order, the commit-

tee includes Prof. (Dr) 
Abdul Qayoom Lone, HoD 
Anaesthesia; Prof. (Dr) 
Javaid Ahmad Bhat, HoD 
Orthopedics; and Prof. 
(Dr) Rafiq Ahmad Tagoo, 
HoD Dentistry.

Sources said the com-
mittee will examine the 
availability and func-
tioning of  diagnostic 
services, adherence to 
standard operating pro-
cedures for patient trans-
fer, and inter-departmen-
tal coordination.

Authorities said the 
findings will help identify 
lapses, if  any, and ensure 
corrective measures to pre-
vent recurrence, adding 
that appropriate action 
will be taken based on the 
inquiry report.

Dense fog disrupts life in Kashmir; 

several flights cancelled

Poor visibility across Valley parts slowed traffic

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Dense fog 
and inclement weather 
conditions disrupted 
normal life across parts of  
Kashmir on Friday, affect-
ing road traffic and lead-
ing to the cancellation of  
several flights at Srinagar 
International Airport, offi-
cials said.

Witnesses said that the 
poor visibility prevailed 
in Srinagar and adjoining 
districts during the early 
morning hours, slowing 
vehicular movement on 
major roads.

Traffic police advised 
commuters to exercise cau-
tion, particularly on high-
ways and city arteries, as 

visibility dropped sharply 
at several locations.

At Srinagar Internation-
al Airport, at least seven 
flights were cancelled due 
to bad weather and opera-
tional reasons, according 
to airport authorities. Air 
India flights AI-3423/3424 
and AI-1799/1810 operat-
ing between Srinagar and 
Delhi were cancelled due to 
adverse weather conditions 
in the national capital.

I n d i G o  f l i g h t s 
6E-6164/6165 on the Sri-
nagar–Amritsar sector were 
cancelled owing to poor 
weather in Amritsar, while 
SpiceJet flight SG-661/664 
on the Srinagar–Delhi route 
was also cancelled because 
of bad weather in Delhi, offi-

cials said.
In addition, SpiceJet 

flight SG-180/181 and 
IndiGo flights 6E-6961/6962 
on the Srinagar–Kolkata 
sector, along with flight 
6E-2044, were cancelled 
due to operational reasons.

Airport authorities 
advised passengers to 
check the status of  their 
flights with the respective 
airlines before proceed-
ing to the airport and 
expressed regret over the 
inconvenience caused.

Meanwhile, meteorolo-
gists said cold and foggy 
conditions, coupled with 
stagnant air, have also con-
tributed to deteriorating 
air quality in some urban 
pockets of  the Valley.

The officials urged 
residents to remain cau-
tious while travelling, 
avoid unnecessary move-
ment during low visibility 
hours, and follow adviso-
ries issued by traffic and 
weather departments.

Meanwhile, residents 
reported thick fog blanket-
ing residential and com-
mercial areas of  Srinagar, 
impacting routine activities 
and causing delays for office-
goers and students—(KNO)

VC SKUAST-K inaugurates Single-Window 
Training Centre for Tech-Driven Farming
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SRINAGAR: Sher-e-
Kashmir University of  
Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology of  Kashmir 
on Friday held an event to 
celebrate the graduation 
of  its 5th and 6th DAESI 
diploma batches alongside 
the inauguration of  a new 
NABARD-funded Facilita-
tion-cum-Training Centre 
at Shalimar campus.

The NABARD-funded 
Facilitation-cum-Training 
Centre was inaugurated 
by the Vice-Chancellor 
of  SKUAST-K, Prof  Nazir 
Ahmad Ganai. Established 
under the Directorate 
of  Extension/SAMETI, 
the centre is designed to 
serve as a single-window 
platform for the capacity 

building of  farmers and 
extension workers.

The facility aims to 
bridge the gap between lab 
research and field applica-
tion, focusing specifically 
on skill development and 
the rapid dissemination of  
climate-smart agricultural 
technologies.

Speaking at the valedic-
tory ceremony, Prof  Ganai 
emphasised the pivotal 
role of  agricultural input 
dealers. "Input dealers are 
often the first point of  con-
tact for a farmer. By pro-
fessionalising this group 
through the DAESI pro-
gram, we ensure that the 
advice given at the shop 
level is scientifically sound 
and need-based," he stated.

Vice Chancellor lauded 
the Directorate of  Exten-

sion for its collaboration 
with MANAGE, Hyder-
abad, noting that such 
institutional mechanisms 
are vital for a sustainable 
agricultural ecosystem.

Director Extension, 
SKUAST-K said the new 
training centre would 
spark a fresh wave of  agri-
entrepreneurship and 
technology transfer in the 
valley.

The event was attended 
by university officials, 
including the Director 
Education, Registrar, and 
Dean Student's Welfare, 
alongside senior scientists 
and stakeholders.

The proceedings con-
cluded with the distribu-
tion of  certificates to the 
successful trainees of  
Batches 5 and 6.

GMC Sgr Hosts Guest Lecture 
on "Application of Preventive 
Medicine in Digital Era"

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:The Postgradu-
ate Department of  Pharma-
cology, Government Medical 
College (GMC), Srinagar, on 
Friday organized a guest lec-
ture on “The Application of  
Preventive Medicine in the 
Future Digital Era” at the 
GMC Auditorium.

The programme was 
organised under the direc-
tion of  Prof. (Dr.) Iffat 
Hassan, Principal and Dean, 
Government Medical Col-
lege Srinagar, with empha-
sis on strengthening aca-
demic excellence through 
technology-enabled teach-
ing, promoting evidence-
based preventive medicine, 
and encouraging the adop-
tion of  digital health tools, 
pharmacovigilance systems, 
and data-driven clinical 
decision, making in medical 
education and healthcare 
delivery.

The lecture was delivered 
by Prof. (Dr.) H. S. Rehan, 
Director, Department 

of  Pharmacology, Lady 
Hardinge Medical College, 
New Delhi. He elaborated 
on the transformative role 
of  digital health technolo-
gies in advancing preventive 
medicine, with particular 
emphasis on pharmaco-
vigilance systems, real-time 
adverse drug reaction (ADR) 
reporting, artificial intelli-
gence–driven risk stratifica-
tion, and big-data analytics 
for population-based public 
health surveillance.

Prof. Rehan highlighted 
the integration of  electronic 
health records (EHRs), clini-
cal decision support systems 
(CDSS), mobile health appli-
cations, and digital epidemi-
ology tools as key enablers 
for early disease detection, 
rational drug use, and 
enhanced patient safety. He 
also underscored the impor-
tance of  interoperability, 
data governance, and ethi-
cal use of  digital platforms 
in strengthening healthcare 
delivery within the preven-
tive healthcare framework.

ATOAI declares Kashmir ‘India’s Adventure 
Capital’, vows global push for valley tourism

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: Declaring 
Jammu and Kashmir as 
the “Adventure Capital of  
India”, President of  the 
Adventure Tour Opera-
tors Association of  India 
(ATOAI), Ajeet Bajaj, on 
Friday said the associa-
tion will partner with local 
stakeholders to transform 
the Valley into a world-
class adventure tourism 
destination.

Bajaj said the 17th 
ATOAI annual convention 
themed “Safe, Sustainable 
and Resilient Adventure 
Tourism”, received an 
“overwhelming” response, 
with delegates touring 
Pahalgam, Gulmarg and 
Sonmarg.

“Our members returned 
impressed. Jammu and Kash-
mir truly has everything that 
makes it a global adventure 
hotspot,” Bajaj said.

He added that the 
ATOAI held B2B sessions 

with local tour operators to 
build direct business links 
and ensure that “local 
enterprises benefit directly 
from national and interna-
tional traffic.”

“The mountains are 
magnificent, the people are 
welcoming, and the spirit 
of  adventure is unmatched. 
We want to steadily reopen 
all adventure zones and 

position Kashmir firmly on 
the global adventure map,” 
Bajaj said.

He said the ATOAI is 
also coordinating with 
the Ministry of  Tourism 
to accelerate the revival 
of  tourism in the Union 
Territory, describing the 
region as “the crown jewel 
of  India’s adventure land-
scape”—(KNO)

SCM Projects nears 

Completion; work over ₹6,600 

cr executed in Jmu, Sgr
RAJA SYED RATHER

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir has made a sub-
stantial headway under the 
Smart Cities Mission (SCM), 
as data presented in the Par-
liament records the major-
ity of  approved projects in 
Jammu and Srinagar near-
ing completion.

In a written reply to Lok 
Sabha, the Ministry of  Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs, said 
that Jammu and Kashmir 
has received ₹941 crore as 
Central Financial Assistance 
under SCM, of  which ₹864.6 
crore has already been uti-
lised. A total of  288 projects 
amounting to ₹6,603.5 crore 
were taken up in the Union 
Territory. Of these, 279 proj-
ects, amounting to ₹6,364.7 
crore, have been completed, 
while nine projects totalling 
to an amount of  ₹238.8 crore 

are under execution, indicat-
ing an overall completion 
rate of  more than 96 per cent.

Under Smart City, Sri-
nagar has witnessed signifi-
cant progress as 156 out of  
161 projects have been com-
pleted so far. The completed 
projects in Srinagar account 
for ₹3,523.6 crore, while five 
projects with a cost of  ₹110.8 
crore are under execution. 
While in Jammu city, 127 
projects with a total cost of  
₹2,969.1 crore were approved 
under the mission. Of these, 
123 projects worth ₹2,841.1 
crore have been completed, 
while four projects are still 
undergoing, which cost ₹128 
crore.

While highlighting the 
objective of  Smart Cities, the 
Union Government clarified 
that the Smart Cities Mis-
sion is not the development 
of  entire cities, but focused 

area-based development 
through retrofitting, rede-
velopment, greenfield proj-
ects and pan-city initiatives. 
These also include interven-
tions in smart mobility, water 
supply, sanitation, gover-
nance, energy and environ-
ment sectors, it added.

The Ministry further 
informed that the projects are 
implemented through Spe-
cial Purpose Vehicles (SPVs) 
and are audited as per provi-
sions of  the Companies Act, 
2013, with audits conducted 
by State Audit authorities.

Aimed to improve urban 
infrastructure and quality of  
life through technology-driv-
en and sustainable solutions, 
the Smart Cities Mission was 
launched in June 2015 and 
during the different rounds 
of the national challenge pro-
cess, Jammu and Srinagar 
were selected—(KNO)
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Mobile Labs, Moral 
Failure And The 

Test Of Governance

F
ood Supplies Minister Satish Sharma’s assurance that 
the government will act “strictly” against food adultera-
tion once laboratory reports arrive is, on the face of it, 
comforting. His announcement that every district in 
Jammu and Kashmir will be equipped with mobile food 

testing laboratories is also a long-overdue administrative step. Yet, 
beyond these promises lies a harsher truth: food adulteration in 
J&K is no longer merely a regulatory lapse, it is a moral collapse 
and a governance stress test.

For years, consumers across the Valley and Jammu region 
have complained of adulterated milk, spices, oils, meat and now 
even eggs. Action, however, has largely followed a predictable 
pattern, public outrage, official statements, sampling, and pro-
longed waits for laboratory confirmation. By the time reports 
arrive, evidence has vanished, traders have shifted operations, 
and public anger has cooled. In this cycle, accountability is the 
biggest casualty.

The proposed procurement of twenty mobile testing labo-
ratories is welcome, but it also raises uncomfortable questions. 
Why did it take repeated food scares and public distrust for the 
administration to acknowledge the urgent need for on-the-spot 
testing? Why has enforcement remained reactive rather than 
preventive? Food safety cannot depend on viral videos or media 
pressure; it must be a continuous, visible and feared regulatory 
presence.

Minister Sharma’s remark that adulteration reflects a “deeper 
moral crisis” is accurate, but morality alone cannot be the state’s 
defence. When greed thrives unchecked, it is often because the 
cost of wrongdoing is low and enforcement is weak. Miscreants 
do exist in every society, but it is the responsibility of the state to 
ensure that fear of law outweighs temptation of profit. Sympathy 
for “resource constraints” cannot excuse failures in protecting 
public health.

The minister also spoke of “limited resources and unlimited 
expectations.” While this may reflect the administrative real-
ity of a Union Territory, it risks sounding like a pre-emptive 
justification for underperformance. Ensuring safe food is not an 
extravagant expectation, it is a basic constitutional obligation. 
Free ration, electricity, and winter stockpiling are essential wel-
fare measures, but they lose moral force if the food supplied is 
unsafe or adulterated.

Sharma’s political remarks, praising Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah as a fighter, seeking liberal financial support from New 
Delhi, and stressing the need for statehood restoration, highlight 
a broader issue. Governance in J&K remains trapped between 
promises and permissions, between expectations and authority. 
But food safety cannot wait for statehood, nor can it be deferred 
to future financial packages. Lives are at stake now.

The claim that winter preparedness is complete and essen-
tials have been stocked is reassuring, especially for vulnerable 
areas. Yet preparedness must also mean vigilance. Harsh winters 
often create black markets, hoarding and adulteration, exploiting 
desperation and inaccessibility. This is precisely when enforce-
ment must be at its strongest.

If mobile labs are to be more than symbolic gestures, their 
results must be made public, penalties must be swift and exem-
plary, and officials must be held accountable alongside traders. 
Without visible punishment, assurances will remain hollow.

Food adulteration is not just an administrative challenge, it 
is a betrayal of trust. The government’s credibility will not be 
judged by press statements or procurement plans, but by wheth-
er unsafe food disappears from markets and offenders disappear 
from business. This is the real test before the Omar Abdullah 
government—and one it cannot afford to fail.

      When The Wind Speaks

Western Disturbances, Mother’s 
Wisdom, And The Weather Of J&K

MOHD AMIN MIR

F
or fifty years I walked the 
land of  Jammu & Kashmir, 
watched the seasons turn, 
and heard the rivers rise 
and fall, and yet I learnt one 

of  nature’s simplest truths from my 
mother. She said, “When the wind blows 
from the west, it brings rain and snow.” 
My mother was no trained scientist; she 
did not study charts or read synoptic 
analyses, yet she spoke an elemental 
truth, a truth that meteorology would 
formalise decades later as Western Dis-
turbances.

Today, with scientific clarity offered 
by experts like Sonam Lotus and 
Mukhtar Ahmad, scholars of  Earth 
science, we understand not just that 
the west wind brings weather, but why 
it happens, how it shapes the climate 
and life of  this region, and how indig-
enous wisdom long observed the same 
phenomena. Both perspectives, lived 
experience and modern science, are 
correct. Together they reveal a richer 
story of  how the skies above Jammu & 
Kashmir work.

 The science of  Western Disturbanc-
es, the lived knowledge of  people like 
my mother, and the profound impacts 
these systems have on water, agricul-
ture, tourism, and cultural life.

The Anatomy of a Western Distur-
bance: Science Meets Wind

Western Disturbances (WDs) are not 
hearsay or old wives’ tales; they are 
well-documented meteorological phe-
nomena. They are extratropical storms, 
low-pressure systems that originate far 
away in the Mediterranean Sea, Cas-
pian Sea, or even over Europe. Driven 
by the subtropical westerly jet stream, 
they travel eastward, carrying moisture 
across hundreds of  kilometres. When 
these systems reach the towering chain 
of  the Himalayas, the moisture is forced 
upward, cooling and condensing into 
clouds that release rain in the plains 
and snow in the mountains.

This is not a theory. it is observable 
atmospheric physics. As the Western 
Disturbance hits the mountains, the 
rising air undergoes orographic lift, 
where heavy snowfall and precipitation 
occur because air cools as it ascends the 
slopes of  the Himalayas.

For a region like Jammu & Kashmir, 
where winters are long and the land-
scape varies from high peaks to fertile 
valleys, this mechanism is fundamen-
tal to the climate. The region relies on 
these systems for snowfall in the high 
altitudes and rainfall in the valleys and 
plains, especially during the October to 
March period when the Indian monsoon 
is absent. So when my mother spoke of  
the west wind bringing rain and snow, 
her simple observation echoed a com-
plex truth of  atmospheric dynamics 
that scientists only began to quantify 
with satellite data and seasonal fore-
casting tools decades later.

From Mediterranean Seas to Kash-
miri Skies: The Journey of a Storm

Western Disturbances begin thou-
sands of  kilometres away. They form 
as disturbances in the upper atmo-
sphere over the Mediterranean region 
— remnants of  larger cyclonic systems 
that have run their course over the sea. 
As these systems move east, they are 

shepherded by powerful wind currents 
known as the westerly jet stream. The 
jet stream, a fast-moving ribbon of  air 
at high altitude, is what carries these 
disturbances across Afghanistan and 
Pakistan toward northern India. In this 
voyage, they occasionally pick up addi-
tional moisture from bodies of  water 
like the Arabian Sea, enhancing their 
capacity to produce precipitation when 
they encounter mountainous terrain.

When the disturbance encounters 
the Himalayas, including the Pir Panjal 
range and the Great Himalayan Wall, 
it cannot pass through easily. Instead, 
it releases its moisture in the form of  
dense cloud cover, rain, and snowfall, 
particularly over the Kashmir Valley, 
Ladakh, and higher reaches of  the 
region. This process explains why val-
leys such as Srinagar can experience 
rain, while nearby mountain passes like 
Gulmarg or Sonamarg receive heavy 
snow, even from the same disturbance. 
The altitude matters; the air cools faster 
at higher elevations and precipitates as 
snow, while at lower elevations it falls 
as rain or sleet.

Understanding this journey from the 
Mediterranean to the Himalayas gives 
scientific structure to what my mother 
saw simply as “a wind from the west 
brings weather.” Her observation was 
a distilled truth of  atmospheric physics.

Wisdom from the Soil: My Moth-
er’s Weather School

My mother never opened a textbook 
on jet streams or low-pressure systems. 
She learned weather by watching the 
sky turn gray, by feeling the shift in 
winds, by smelling the freshness that 
precedes a snowfall, and by seeing farm-
ers adjust their fields in anticipation 
of  rain. Her knowledge was empirical, 
rooted in decades of  observation.

For generations, shepherds and farm-
ers in Jammu & Kashmir have watched 
the same skies. They have learned that a 
sudden puff  of  wind from the west often 
preludes changing weather: the smell 
of  wet earth before rain, the chill that 
deepens before snow. In mountainous 
communities, seasonal rhythms — like 
when to sow crops or prepare fields — 
were historically tied to these natural 
signs long before meteorological sta-
tions dotted the region.

This indigenous knowledge comple-
ments scientific frameworks. Where sci-
entists offer mechanisms and models, 
local wisdom offers patterns and intu-
ition honed over lifetimes. The two are 
not contradictory; they are different 

lenses looking at the same truth.
The Many Faces of Western Dis-

turbances: Blessing and Challenge
Western Disturbances are not uni-

form benevolence. They are powerful, 
sometimes unpredictable, and their 
effects can be both life-sustaining and 
destructive.

Water Security and Agriculture: 
Snow deposited on the mountains acts 
as a natural reservoir. As winter tran-
sitions to spring, the snowmelt feeds 
rivers like the Jhelum, which are life-
lines for irrigation, drinking water, and 
hydroelectric power. This meltwater is 
crucial for agricultural cycles across 
Jammu & Kashmir and beyond. With-
out sufficient snowfall from these dis-
turbances, water levels in rivers and 
streams can drop, threatening crops and 
local livelihoods. For a region depen-
dent on Rabi crops, such as wheat, 
barley, and mustard, which are planted 
in winter and harvested in spring, the 
timing and quantity of  precipitation are 
central to agricultural success.

Tourism and the Winter Economy: 
In a place like Gulmarg, Sonamarg, and 
Pahalgam, snow is economic capital. Ski 
resorts, winter sports, and the pristine 
beauty of  snow-clad peaks draw tour-
ists from across India and the world. 
A robust WD season fuels the tour-
ism industry, while weak snowfall can 
dampen this economic engine.

Yet, when Western Disturbances are too 
intense or erratic, they can cause travel dis-
ruptions: road closures on the Jammu–Sri-
nagar National Highway, blocked passes 
like Zojila, and flight cancellations due to 
low visibility and heavy snow.

Hazards: Avalanches, Landslides, 
and Extreme Weather

Not all impacts are gentle or benefi-
cial. Heavy snowfalls increase the risk 
of  avalanches in high terrain. Mean-
while, rainfall in lower areas during a 
WD can trigger landslides, threatening 
villages, bridges, and highways. Fur-
thermore, climate scientists increasing-
ly observe that Western Disturbances 
can interact with other atmospheric 
systems, sometimes producing unex-
pected and extreme weather events out-
side their usual season.

Climate Change: A New Chapter 
in an Ancient Story

In recent years, the patterns of  
Western Disturbances themselves are 
shifting under the influence of  climate 
change. Studies suggest that these sys-
tems may occur outside their traditional 
winter months, and their intensity has 

become more variable. Scientists have 
linked this to changes in upper-air wind 
patterns and increased moisture avail-
ability from warmer seas.

This has two important implica-
tions:
•	 Erratic Weather: Regions like 

Jammu & Kashmir may experi-
ence unseasonal rain or snow, 
sometimes too little, sometimes 
too much, disrupting long-standing 
agricultural and water cycles.

•	 Increased Extremes: The potential 
for sudden heavy precipitation 
events increases, which can exac-
erbate flooding, landslides, and 
infrastructure damage.

This adds urgency to understand-
ing Western Disturbances not only as 
weather events but as dynamic compo-
nents of  a climate system in flux. It also 
underscores the value of  combining sci-
entific forecasting with local, genera-
tional knowledge of  weather patterns.

The Confluence of Science and 
Nature’s Teachers

What, then, do we make of  my moth-
er’s simple wisdom and the complex sci-
ence of  experts like Sonam Lotus and 
Mukhtar Ahmad? The answer is that 
both are true. My mother’s observation,  
that a wind from the west brings rain 
and snow — captures the phenomeno-
logical pattern of  Western Disturbanc-
es. Scientific meteorology explains how 
and why that pattern occurs. Neither 
diminishes the other. Instead, together 
they create a fuller understanding of  
the climate of  Jammu & Kashmir — one 
that honors both lived experience and 
empirical science.

This convergence speaks to a deeper 
truth: that human beings, through 
attentive observation over long periods, 
can discern patterns that science later 
codifies. My mother, observing skies 
and winds, tapped into the same natu-
ral logic that satellite instruments and 
atmospheric models reveal.

 Listening to the Wind
For generations, people in Jammu & 

Kashmir have lived in intimate relation 
with the weather, guided by mountains, 
rivers, and skies. Western Disturbances 
are part of  that environment, bringing 
rain where it is needed and snow where 
it nourishes the rivers and soils of  this 
land. Today, as we confront the chal-
lenges of  climate change and increasing 
weather variability, our task is not to 
choose between science and tradition, 
but to synthesize them. We must honor 
the wisdom of  those who learned from 
nature directly, even as we refine our 
understanding with instruments and 
models. When the west wind blows and 
snow begins to fall on the high ridges, 
or rain patters in the valley below, we 
may think of  the sky as a storyteller. It 
tells its story through wind and cloud, 
through rain and snow. And if  we listen 
— with both observational wisdom and 
scientific insight, we will understand 
the language of  the weather.

That understanding, at once humble 
and profound, is what Jammu & Kash-
mir’s people have learned in fields and 
homes, just as I learned from my mother. 
And this is the story worth telling,  a story 
of  wind, wisdom, and weather.

The author can be mailed at mira-
min354@gmail.com

   When Winter Hesitates

Kashmir, Climate Change And The Weight Of Our Responsibility
DR. RIZWAN RUMI

T
his winter, Kashmir 
feels like a valley hold-
ing its breath. From 
the alpine reaches 
to the plains below, 

something vital is missing – not 
just snow, but the certainty of  
seasons. The mountains stand 
exposed, meadows remain green 
when they should be white, and 
the familiar silence of  snowfall 
never arrives. What once felt 
extraordinary has begun to feel 
disturbingly ordinary. The ques-
tion is no longer why this winter, 
but what future are we quietly 
walking into?

Kashmir lies cradled within 
the Himalayas, a region scientists 
describe as one of  the world’s 
most climate-sensitive zones. 
Research consistently shows that 
the Himalayan region is warm-
ing faster than the global aver-
age. Even marginal increases in 
temperature are enough to alter 
snowfall patterns, pushing snow-
lines higher, converting snow into 
rain and shrinking the duration 
of  winter itself. Glaciers, ancient 
keepers of  water, are retreating 

year after year, thinning silently 
while life downstream remains 
unaware of  the cost.

Snow in Kashmir has always 
been more than beauty. It is 
water stored in patience. It feeds 
rivers gently, seeps into aqui-
fers, replenishes wetlands and 
sustains agriculture through 
long summers. Reduced snowfall 
weakens this natural cycle. The 
Jhelum and its tributaries grow 
erratic, wetlands shrink further, 
and the delicate balance between 
abundance and scarcity begins to 
tilt. Today’s snowless winter may 
translate into tomorrow’s water 
stress, crop uncertainty and eco-
logical imbalance.

The human consequences 
unfold quietly. Farmers watch 
seasons shift. Orchardists note 
changes in chilling hours criti-
cal for apple yields. Pastoral com-
munities struggle with altered 
grazing patterns. Winter tour-
ism—once a reliable source of  
livelihood—becomes uncertain, 
fragile and risky. Behind every 
empty hotel room or cancelled 
booking lies a household recal-
culating survival. Climate change 
here is not an abstract concept 

discussed in conferences; it is a 
lived disruption.

Yet nature does not bear this 
burden alone. Our choices echo 
loudly across these mountains. 
Unregulated construction has 
scarred fragile slopes. Forests, 
once Kashmir’s natural climate 
moderators, have been thinned 
or fragmented. Wetlands that 
absorbed floods and nur-
tured biodiversity are steadily 
encroached upon. Traffic con-
gestion and emissions rise, plas-
tic clogs streams, and tourism 
often grows without restraint or 
responsibility. We ask nature to 

give endlessly while forgetting to 
give back.

Global warming is a shared 
crisis, but accountability begins 
at home. Sustainability cannot 
remain confined to policy docu-
ments or environmental slogans. 
It must translate into action, 
stronger protection of  forests 
and wetlands, climate-sensitive 
urban planning, regulated tour-
ism, renewable energy adop-
tion, waste reduction, and public 
awareness rooted in local reali-
ties. Development must learn 
restraint; progress must learn 
humility.

There is also a moral dimen-
sion we rarely acknowledge. The 
Himalayas have given Kashmir 
water, fertility, protection, and 
beauty for centuries. To ignore 
their distress is to betray a rela-
tionship far older than modern 
borders or economies. Climate 
justice is not only about emis-
sions and data; it is about respon-
sibility to future generations who 
deserve winters they can trust.

Kashmir without snow is not 
just a visual loss; it is a warn-
ing written across the moun-
tains. The land is not angry; it 
is exhausted. And exhaustion, 
when ignored, turns into col-
lapse.

Winter is hesitating, as if  
unsure whether it is still wel-
come. The mountains are wait-
ing, rivers are remembering, 
and nature is asking us, softly, 
urgently, to choose wisely. If  
we listen now, the snow may 
yet return as a blessing, not a 
memory. If  we do not, silence will 
become the coldest season of  all.

The author can be mailed at 
rizwanroomi2012@gmail.com
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From Physics To Finance: A 
Universal Guide For Scientific Mind

DR. REYAZ AHMAD     

F
or those with a technical 
or analytical background, 
the world of  finance often 
seems like a chaotic depar-
ture from the orderly laws 

of  nature. However, by applying the 
logic of  physics to economics, an 
aspiring investor can uncover the fun-
damental "laws" that govern wealth 
creation.

The Laws of Market Motion
Equilibrium (Supply and Demand): 

In physics, forces balance to reach 
equilibrium. Similarly, financial 
markets seek a price point where the 
quantity buyers want equals the quan-
tity sellers offer.

The Analogy: Think of  market 
price as a planetary orbit. Just as 
planets are held in a stable path by 
balanced forces, prices settle where 
supply and demand intersect. If  
prices are too high, a "surplus force" 
pushes them down; if  too low, "excess 
demand" pulls them up.

The Caveat (Chaos Theory): Unlike 
identical particles in a vacuum, mar-
kets are driven by humans. Human 
emotion (fear and greed) introduces 
"noise" and uncertainty, making 
financial systems behave more like 
chaotic systems than predictable New-
tonian clockwork.

Momentum (Newton’s First Law): 
An object in motion tends to stay in 
motion. In finance, this is known as 
"momentum investing."

The Analogy: A stock trend often 
continues in its current direction until 
an external "force"—such as new eco-
nomic data or a change in business 
fundamentals—disrupts it.

The Warning: Even Isaac Newton 
lost a fortune in the South Sea Bubble 
because he could calculate the motion 
of  stars but not the "madness of  men." 
Blindly following momentum without 
understanding the fundamentals is 
dangerous.

Thermodynamics: Risk and 
Reward

No Free Lunch (The Second Law): 
The most inviolable rule in investing 
is the relationship between risk and 
return.

The Analogy: Just as a "perpetual 
motion machine" is impossible because 
you cannot create energy without input, 
you cannot generate financial returns 
without taking on risk. If  a scheme 
promises massive wealth with zero risk, 
it violates the "physics" of  finance and 
is likely a scam.

Potential Energy: A low-risk asset 
(like a government bond) is like a 
ball resting on the floor—it has low 
potential energy and is stable. A high-
risk asset (like a volatile stock) is like 
a ball perched high on a hill. It has 
high potential energy (high possible 
returns), but it faces a greater risk 
of  falling.

Forces of Growth and Decay
Compounding (Exponential 

Growth): Time is an investor's great-
est lever due to the mathematics of  
compounding.

The Analogy: Compounding is 
comparable to organic exponential 
growth, such as bacteria multiplying 
or a snowball rolling downhill gather-
ing mass. Money earns interest, and 
that interest earns its own interest. 
Over long periods, this feedback loop 
creates an upward curve that acceler-
ates significantly.

The Lesson: Start early. The "snow-
ball" needs a long hill (time) to gather 
maximum size.

Inflation (Friction and Entropy): 
Holding cash is not a "neutral" act; it 
is an act of  losing value.

The Analogy: Inflation acts like 
friction on a moving object or the 
radioactive decay of  a substance. If  
your money sits idle, its purchasing 
power erodes over time.

The Application: To simply main-
tain your wealth's value, you must 
generate returns that match the rate 
of  inflation. To grow wealth, your 
"thrust" (investment returns) must 

exceed this frictional force.
System Architecture: Building 

a Portfolio
Budgeting (Resource Allocation): 

Before investing, one must secure the 
resources. The 50/30/20 rule is a uni-
versal framework for this.

The Method: Allocate 50% of  
income to Needs, 30% to Wants, and 
20% to Savings/Investments.

The Mindset: Treat the 20% invest-
ment allocation like a scientist prioritiz-
ing critical resources for an experiment. 
"Pay yourself  first" rather than invest-
ing only what is left over by chance.

The Emergency Fund (Buffer 
Capacitor): Before entering the 
market, an investor needs a safety 
net (typically 3–6 months of  living 
expenses).

The Analogy: This fund acts like 
a buffer capacitor in a circuit or a 
backup generator. It absorbs unex-
pected shocks (job loss, medical emer-
gency) so you aren't forced to disrupt 
your primary system (selling invest-
ments at a loss) when a crisis hits.

Diversification (Signal-to-Noise 
Ratio): Never put all capital into a 
single asset.

The Analogy: A diversified portfolio 
is like an "ensemble of  experiments." 
Individual experiments (stocks) may 
yield noisy data or fail, but combining 
many independent results averages 
out the noise to reveal a stable trend.

Structural Integrity: It is also lik-
ened to a table with many legs. If  one 
leg breaks (a specific stock or sector 
crashes), the table stands because it 
is supported by others.

The Global Laboratory
Geographic Diversification: Inves-

tors often suffer from "home bias," 
investing only in their local country. 
However, physics and economics oper-
ate globally.

The Concept: Just as weather pat-
terns differ across the globe, economic 
climates vary by region. A recession 
in one country might coincide with a 
boom in another.

The Strategy: By spreading invest-
ments across developed markets 
(steady, lower volatility) and emerg-
ing markets (higher growth potential, 
higher volatility), an investor smooths 
out the "turbulence" of  the portfolio.

Summary Analogy
To generalize the investor’s jour-

ney described in the text:
View your financial life as design-

ing a long-range rocket.
Fuel: You need capital, generated by 

disciplined budgeting (the 50/30/20 rule).
Thrust: You need compound inter-

est to overcome the downward pull of  
gravity (inflation).

Stability: You cannot control the 
atmospheric turbulence (market vola-
tility), so you design the rocket with 
redundant systems (diversification) 
to ensure that if  one component fails, 
the mission continues.

Trajectory: You must aim for a 
long-term horizon, ignoring minor 
fluctuations, much like an astronaut 
focuses on the destination rather 
than the changing weather patterns 
observed from space.

                                                       
Author is Faculty of  Mathematics, 
Department of  General Education 

HUC, Ajman, UAE. He can be mailed 
at reyaz56@gmail.com

   Int'l Human Solidarity Day 

Human Solidarity: The Last Hope For A Fragmented World

LALIT GARG

I
nternational Human Solidarity 
Day is observed every year on 
20 December. It was proclaimed 
by the United Nations General 
Assembly in 2005 with the pri-

mary objective of  creating awareness 
about the importance of  solidarity in 
promoting poverty eradication, sus-
tainable development, and unity in 
diversity so that global challenges 
can be addressed collectively. While 
observing this day, the focus remains 
on themes such as “Solidarity through 
Innovation and Technology”, “Youth-
led Solidarity,” and “Solidarity for the 
Sustainable Development Goals.”

The world today is passing through 
a strange and paradoxical phase. On 
the one hand, science, technology, and 
communication have transformed the 
entire planet into a small village; on 
the other, distances between human 
beings, poverty, illiteracy, distrust, 
and hostility are steadily increas-
ing. War, terrorism, violence, racism, 
religious extremism, and economic 
inequality have cast a serious shadow 
on the very purpose of  human civili-
zation. In such times, International 
Human Unity and Solidarity Day is 
not only an inspiration for building 
an egalitarian social order rooted in 
renewed human values, but also an 
opportunity for self-reflection and self-
correction for humanity as a whole. 
The core spirit of  this day is clear: 
poverty must be eradicated, develop-
ment must reach the last person, and a 
human being must first be recognized 
as a human being—only thereafter by 
nation, religion, language, color, or 
ideology. At a time when the world 
is increasingly fragmenting into 

camps and blocs, reawakening the 
consciousness of  “human first, and 
human always” has become the great-
est necessity of  our age.

Indian thought, centuries ago, gave 
the timeless maxim “Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam” the world is one family. 
Today, this idea is not only relevant 
but more essential than ever. It does 
not merely signify that the Earth is 
one family; it also implies that the 
happiness, suffering, dignity, and exis-
tence of  every member of  this family 
are equally important. Unfortunately, 
the modern world has reduced this 
profound philosophy to a beautiful 
slogan. In practice, national interest, 
sectarian interest, and personal gain 
are often placed above human inter-
est. As a result, innocent children 
are scorched in the fires of  war, ordi-
nary citizens live under the shadow 
of  terror, and millions are forced to 
survive below the line of  hunger and 
deprivation due to economic exploita-
tion. Human Solidarity Day reminds 
us that as long as human vision 
remains narrow, peace will remain 
nothing more than a distant dream.

Today’s wars are not fought only 
on borders; they are also waged in 
ideas, information, and mindsets. 
Somewhere hatred is spread in the 
name of  race, somewhere violence is 
justified in the name of  religion, and 
somewhere aggressive nationalism 
suppresses the gentle voice of  human-
ity. Terrorism is the most lethal man-
ifestation of  this distorted mental-
ity, it recognizes neither religion nor 
human values. In such an environ-
ment, talking about peace may appear 
idealistic or impractical to some. Yet 
history bears witness that violence 
has never provided a lasting solution. 
The protection of  existence is possi-
ble only through peace, dialogue, and 
coexistence. Human Solidarity Day is 
an effort to re-establish this truth in 
the global conscience.

In its Millennium Declaration, 
the United Nations General Assem-
bly identified solidarity as one of  the 
fundamental values of  international 
relations in the twenty-first century. 
According to this principle, those who 

are least affected or least benefited 
must receive greater support from 
those who are more privileged. In the 
context of  globalization and rising 
inequality, strengthening interna-
tional solidarity has therefore become 
indispensable. The United Nations 
firmly believes that promoting a cul-
ture of  solidarity and sharing is essen-
tial to fighting poverty. Through ini-
tiatives such as the establishment of  
the World Solidarity Fund for Poverty 
Eradication and the proclamation of  
International Human Solidarity Day, 
the concept of  solidarity has been 
advanced as a crucial element in the 
fight against poverty and in ensuring 
the participation of  all stakeholders.

Human solidarity does not merely 
mean extending help during times of  
crisis; it means embracing sensitivity, 
compassion, equality, and empathy 
in everyday life. When we move past 
the suffering of  war-affected people 
in other countries as just another 
news headline, our humanity dies 
a little. When refugees are seen as a 
burden and the pain of  poor nations 
is ignored, the idea of  global unity 
becomes hollow. The message of  
human solidarity is that blood shed 
anywhere wounds the entirety of  

humanity, and tears shed anywhere 
symbolise our collective failure. This 
day teaches us that diversity is not our 
weakness but our greatest strength. 
Languages may differ, and modes of  
worship may vary, yet human suffer-
ing, hope, and dreams are fundamen-
tally the same everywhere.

In this age of  violence and war, 
speaking the language of  peace 
requires courage. Peace is not merely 
the silence of  weapons; it is trust born 
out of  justice, equality, and respect. 
As long as deep economic inequali-
ties persist in the world, as long as the 
development of  some nations is built 
on the exploitation of  others, genu-
ine human unity cannot be achieved. 
Therefore, Human Solidarity Day also 
demands social and economic justice. 
It reminds us that prosperity is meant 
not only for consumption but for shar-
ing, and that power is meant not for 
domination but for protection.

Today, there is an urgent need 
for education, media, and politics to 
promote the values of  human unity. 
Children must be taught from an early 
age that understanding another’s pain 
is not a weakness but the greatest 
strength. A sense of  global citizen-
ship must be nurtured among youth, 

enabling them to see themselves not 
merely as citizens of  one nation, but 
as responsible members of  the entire 
human family. Technology should 
be used not to spread hatred, but to 
enhance dialogue and understand-
ing. Only then will this day transcend 
being just a date on the calendar and 
become a living inspiration for life.

Solidarity does not signify only 
governmental cooperation; it encom-
passes the welfare of  all people. The 
United Nations actively promotes 
human rights and social develop-
ment initiatives aimed at building an 
equitable world where everyone has 
access to opportunities for growth. 
This commitment reflects a deep faith 
in universal progress, with solidarity 
as its foundation. The concept of  soli-
darity itself  forms the bedrock of  the 
United Nations’ mission. Collective 
security is a principle that encour-
ages cooperation among nations. The 
UN Charter emphasizes that member 
states should strive to maintain inter-
national peace and security through 
cooperation, enabling nations to unite 
against threats such as armed conflict 
and terrorism. Recognizing the inter-
connected nature of  global challenges, 
the United Nations advocates interna-
tional cooperation to address issues 
like poverty, hunger, and climate 
change. Solidarity manifests through 
partnerships that promote the shar-
ing of  resources and strengthen the 
efforts of  every nation.

Ultimately, International Human 
Unity and Solidarity Day calls us back 
to a simple yet profound truth: the 
greatest identity of  a human being is 
being human. If  we can preserve this 
identity, the dark nights of  war, terror, 
and violence will begin to fade on their 
own. By translating the spirit of  Vasud-
haiva Kutumbakam into practice, we 
can build a world where existence is 
guided not by fear but by trust, where 
power resides not in weapons but in 
compassion, and where future genera-
tions remember us as a humanity that 
chose unity over division.

The author can be mailed at lalit-
garg11@gmail.com
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J&K Braces For Rain,
last two months, almost all the water 

bodies have been flowing at very low dis-
charge as rivers, streams, springs and 
lakes have been adversely impacted by the 
dry spell.

An extended dry spell has given rise to 
chest-related ailments as a bad cold, dry 
cough and flu have become common com-
plaints at hospitals across the Valley these 
days.

Doctors have advised people, especially 
children and elderly people, not to expose 
themselves to long periods of  cold and 
chilly air.

The 40-day-long period of  harsh winter 
cold called the ‘Chillai Kalan’ starts on 
December 21 and will end on January 30. 
During this period, most water bodies in 
the Valley freeze as the minimum tem-
perature drops between minus 6 to minus 
8 degrees Celsius. The day temperature 
remains below two digits during the Chillai 
Kalan, thereby narrowing the gap between 
minimum and maximum temperatures.

The minimum temperature was minus 
2.1 degrees Celsius in Srinagar, minus 2.6 
in Pahalgam and one in Gulmarg on Friday. 
Jammu city had 9.9 degrees Celsius, Katra 
9.2, Batote 6.7, Banihal 3.5 and Bhaderwah 
2.3 degrees as the minimum temperature.

Young Generation
humanities. Various philosophical 

schools and art and architecture are pro-
foundly relevant today to build a resilient 
society,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor emphasized 
that the endeavours like “Kartavya Marg” 
play an inspiring role in connecting the 
younger generation with their traditions 
and cultural heritage. He said the young 
generation must inculcate ancient values 
and ideals in our present-day life.

The Lieutenant Governor observed that 
the Indian culture, ethics and values help 
in navigating complex challenges and cul-
tivating virtues to promote harmony and 
oneness in the society.

“Our ancient knowledge system and 
embedded wisdom offer a blueprint for a 
successful modern world while ensuring 
the well-being of  all, roadmap for sustain-
able development and innovation and a 
holistic framework to effectively deal with 
issues like climate change to build a sus-
tainable future,” the Lieutenant Governor 
said.

Mahant Rohit Shastri, President, Shri 
Kailakh Jyotish and Vedic Sansthan Trust, 
informed that the annual publication is 
brought out in Hindi, Sanskrit, English, 
and Dogri, ensuring that its message of  
knowledge, culture, and values reaches 
readers from diverse linguistic and cul-
tural backgrounds.

Members of  the Trust, including Prof. 
Sharat Sharma, Dr. Vishav Gupta, Shir 
Rajeev Sharma, Shri Vinay Agrawal, Shri 
Vinay Jamwal, Shri Nigam Gupta, Shri 
Rakesh Gandotra, Shir Naresh Raina, Shir 
Lucky Sharma, Shri Prabodh Sharma, Shri 
M.L. Verma, Dr. Vivek Arya, Shri Yoginder 
Singh, and Shri Satish Jandyal were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Kashmir Safe,
India’s tourism sector. We are proud of  

our men and women in uniform who have 
ensured peace and security and we want 
to get more tourists back to Jammu and 
Kashmir at the earliest,” Bajaj said.

He said that the sense of  normalcy 
now visible across the Valley must trans-
late into tourism revival. “Our members 
returned deeply impressed by the peace 
and positivity they witnessed,” he  added.

Another senior ATOAI delegate, who 
has been visiting Kashmir for over three 
decades, said, “I have travelled here for 
35 years and never felt safer anywhere 
else. The hospitality and warmth are 
unmatched,” he said, adding that 2026 “will 
be a great year for Kashmir tourism.”—
(KNO)

12 Cancelled, 18
operations across North India may con-

tinue to face disruptions and urged passen-
gers to stay connected with their airlines 
for real-time updates.

The Ministry of  Civil Aviation (MoCA) 
also appealed to travellers to rely only on 
official communication channels, allow 
extra time for airport processes and 
assured that facilitation teams are assist-
ing passengers at major airports—(KNO)

Free Ration, LPG

lab vehicle to monitor ration and food 
quality. Strict action will follow against 
adulteration,” he said, referring to recent 
issues involving raw meat and eggs.

Admitting that resource limitations 
remain a challenge, the minister said: “We 
inherited several problems and expecta-
tions have multiplied a thousandfold in the 
past decade. Despite limited funds, we are 
working with honesty and fairness. Justice 
will be done.”

On the issue of  pending ration cards and 
split families, Sharma said discrepancies 
are being addressed. “We have requested 
the Centre to extend special concessions to 
J&K given its unique geography. Split fami-
lies, widows and other deserving groups 
are genuine cases and we are committed 
to their inclusion,” he said.

He said the department’s Departmental 
Promotion Committees (DPCs) are being 
streamlined to ensure that posts created 
are absorbed swiftly. “Many employees 
have worked hard for years. I will person-
ally ensure justice is done to the first three 
districts by January,” Sharma said, adding 
that it was a commitment of  the Omar 
Abdullah government to deliver fairness 
and merit-based progress.

He also appreciated the Chief  Minister’s 
support and Delhi’s assistance, saying: 
“Our Chief  Minister is positive and deter-
mined. Without Delhi’s support, it would 
have been difficult. We expect liberal 
funding ahead similar to the progressive 
aid seen during Dr. Manmohan Singh’s 
tenure.”

The minister said coordination with the 
Punjab government is ongoing to address 
inter-state food supply issues, which were 
delayed earlier due to administrative and 
logistical hurdles.

He said winter sports and tourism are 
being revived as part of  J&K’s broader 
development vision. “We are introducing 
downhill cycling, water sports and skiing 
in Sonmarg. The aim is to turn youth pas-
sion into profession and to fight drugs 
through sports,” he said.

Highlighting the government’s wider 
developmental approach, Sharma added 
that the administration is also working 
on the solarisation of  200 units including 
shrines, construction of  new playfields and 
supporting tourism-based employment—
(KNO)

CS Assesses Cyber
infrastructure against emerging cyber 

threats.
The Chief  Secretary also reviewed the 

progress of  key projects, including aug-
mentation of  the State Data Centre (SDC), 
operationalization of  a Mini Security 
Operations Centre (SOC), adoption of  offi-
cial government e-mail IDs by employees, 
expansion of  Government Drive usage, and 
capacity-building initiatives undertaken 
to promote cyber hygiene across depart-
ments.

Stressing the need for a holistic and 
robust protection mechanism for IT assets, 
the Chief  Secretary directed that all con-
cerned Drawing and Disbursing Officers 
(DDOs) to complete the inventorization of  
IT assets on the e-SAM portal within the 
next one month to strengthen monitoring 
and security of  government assets.

He further instructed the NIC to pre-
pare a comprehensive action plan within 
a month for augmenting the capacity of  the 
State Data Centre and implementing addi-
tional cyber security measures to make the 
system foolproof  across J&K.

Earlier the IGP, Crime, Sujit Singh 
apprised the meeting about a comprehen-
sive and in-depth assessment of  cyber 
forensic capabilities at CICE, J&K. He 
added that the process involves a detailed 
examination of  existing systems, emerg-
ing requirements and future-ready initia-
tives aimed at strengthening cyber forensic 
infrastructure across the UT.

Singh further apprised that a structured 
three-phase approach has been adopted for 
this purpose. The first phase focuses on a 
thorough evaluation of  technical specifica-
tions and proposed tools required for the 
establishment of  CICE and Cyber Police 
Stations.

The second phase involves examination 
of  these tools in the context of  emerging 
cyber threats such as deep fakes, encrypted 
mobile communications and data breaches. 
The third phase entails comparative analy-
sis and consultations regarding the latest 
tools available in the market.

During the meeting, Secretary, Informa-
tion Technology Department, Dr. Piyush 
Singla, gave detailed overview of  the 
implementation of  cyber security plan in 
J&K. He informed that the security audit 
of  departmental websites has been com-
pleted, and 35 redundant websites have 
been decommissioned after due consulta-
tion with the concerned departments.

He further apprised that EDR and UEM 
solutions have been successfully deployed 
across the Civil Secretariat complexes in 
Jammu and Srinagar, covering nearly 5,100 
devices, with an additional 15,000 devices 
in HoD offices scheduled to be secured by 
January 2026.

The meeting was also informed that 28 
departments have initiated the census of  
IT assets following nomination of  users, 
while 14 departments have been asked to 
expedite the process. With regard to the 
adoption of  official government e-mail 
IDs, it was informed that the user base has 
reached 1.81 lakh, with about 35,000 users 
added since May 2025, and 3,500 requests 
processed since the last review meeting.

Other cyber security initiatives discussed 
included deployment of  19 honey pots by 
the department, with CERT-In scheduled to 
provide training for their effective usage. 
It was also revealed that the white listing 
of  USB/pen drives remains limited to 30 
cases, while the number of  Government 
Drive users has increased to 318 across 
departments.

CEO, JaKeGA, Mahima Madan, briefed 
the meeting on key interventions under-
taken by the agency, including migra-
tion of  select applications to the national 
MeghRaj Cloud, augmentation of  the State 
Data Centre, operationalization of  the Mini 
SOC at Jammu, which is planned to be 
upgraded into a full-fledged SOCand the 
phased migration of  government websites 
from IPv4 to IPv6 by the end of  the current 
year.

Emphasizing a proactive and coordinat-
ed approach to cyber security, the Chief  
Secretary underscored that robust digital 
safety mechanisms are vital for ensuring 
efficiency, transparency, and reliability in 
governance. He directed all departments 
to work in close coordination with the IT 
Department, plug existing gaps, adopt best 
cyber security practices, and complete all 
pending tasks within the stipulated time-
lines.

IMD Strengthens
to medium range rainfall forecasts up to 

ten days, informed the Ministry.
These forecasts are now generated at the 

panchayat and cluster-of-panchayat levels, 
proving beneficial to weather-sensitive 
regions like Jammu and Kashmir.

The government has also introduced a 
new system known as the Mithuna Fore-
cast System-- a new generation global 
coupled model integrating atmosphere, 
land, ocean and sea-ice components. This 
is being used to improve district-level fore-
casts for extreme weather events, includ-
ing heavy rainfall, snowfall, heatwaves and 
fog— a phenomenon frequently occurring 
in J&K.

The Ministry further stated that arti-
ficial intelligence and machine learning-
based tools are now being integrated into 
the forecasting chain to enhance nowcast-
ing and impact-based warnings. These sys-
tems help generate more reliable alerts for 
disasters such as flash floods, cloudbursts 
and avalanches, which are common in hilly 
and mountainous areas like Jammu and 
Kashmir.

To issue timely weather advisories, sat-
ellite-based monitoring, through INSAT 
platforms and real-time data from radar 
networks, is being used. These are then dis-
seminated through IMD websites, mobile 
applications such as Meghdoot, Mausam 
and Damini, and other digital platforms.

The Government said that the expan-
sion of  weather forecasting infrastructure 
will continue to happen under Mission 
Mausam. It includes setting up additional 
radars to address the coverage gaps and 
further strengthen disaster prepared-
ness and climate resilience in vulnerable 
regions, including Jammu and Kashmir—
(KNO)

Over 17,000 Street
implementation of  the scheme, the Union 

Government asked the State and UT admin-
istrations, including Jammu and Kashmir, 
to regularly monitor the performance of  
ULBs and lending institutions. Pertinently, 
SVANidhi was introduced to offer afford-
able working capital loans to street ven-
dors affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
to help them restart their businesses and 
pave a way for self-sufficiency—(KNO)

Saffron Growers Say
rainfall, warmer winters and prolonged 

dry spells have badly affected saffron. Now 
porcupines are destroying whatever is left,” 
said Abdul Rashid Shah, a saffron grower 
from Konibal. “When a corm is damaged, 
there is no flowering. That directly means 

zero production and a direct hit on our 
livelihood.”

Farmers said that saffron, often called 
“red gold”, is a highly sensitive crop and, 
unlike orchards, growers have minimal 
options to protect it from wildlife damage.

“For orchardists, there are methods like 
covering tree trunks or fencing, but for 
saffron we don’t have such solutions,” 
said Ishrat Ahmad, another grower from 
Pampore. “We try to scare porcupines away 
using lights, horns and noise, but it is not 
possible to stay awake the entire night. The 
animals return again and again.”

According to the cultivators, porcupines 
are particularly active between December 
and March, a period crucial for the sur-
vival and development of  planted corms. 
During this time, they dig out and consume 
large quantities of  corms, causing irre-
versible damage to future yields.

Farmers said that saffron production in 
Kashmir has already been declining due 
to multiple factors, including a shrinking 
cultivation area, changing weather pat-
terns linked to climate change, a lack of  
timely irrigation, and the unavailability 
of  high-quality corms.

“Porcupines are adding salt to our 
wounds,” Ishrat said. “If  this issue is not 
addressed immediately, there will be no 
saffron corm left in these fields in the 
coming years.”

The growers recalled that a few years 
ago, a repellent spray provided by SKUAST-
Kashmir offered some temporary relief, 
but the effect was short-lived, and the prob-
lem persists.

“We are not experts. The government 
must consult technical experts and sci-
entists who can guide us on effective and 
sustainable ways to prevent porcupine 
damage,” said another grower from Leth-
pora. “So far, no long-term solution has 
been provided.”

Locals said they have repeatedly brought 
the issue to the notice of  the concerned 
departments, including agriculture and 
wildlife authorities, but no concrete steps 
have been taken.

“We are not asking for compensation 
alone. We want preventive measures,” said 
a group of  farmers. “If  saffron cultivation 
collapses further, it will not only affect 
farmers but also Kashmir’s identity, as 
Pampore saffron is known worldwide.”

The farmers have appealed to the author-
ities to intervene at the earliest, deploy 
expert teams on the ground and introduce 
scientifically proven measures to protect 
saffron corms from porcupines before the 
damage becomes irreversible—(KNO)

NDPP Welcomes Vishal Chopra as NATF Chairman, Pledges Support in Anti-Terror Fight
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Vishal Cho-
pra’s appointment as the 
Chairman of  the Nation-
al Anti-Terrorism Front 
(NATF) was formally wel-
comed by the National Demo-
cratic People’s Party (NDPP) 
in a ceremony held here on 
Friday. The event saw NDPP 
Chairman, Navneet Mishra, 
felicitating  Chopra and 
extending the party’s warm 
congratulations.

Describing the appoint-
ment as “the need of  the 
hour,” Mishra hailed it as a 
proud moment for Jammu 
& Kashmir that one of  its 
own has been entrusted 
with such a critical national 
responsibility. He expressed 
strong confidence that under  
Chopra’s stewardship, the 
nation’s efforts to counter 
terrorism and anti-national 
forces would be significantly 
bolstered.

“It is a privileged moment 

for us that Vishal Chopra has 
taken on this vital role. We 
are assured that his lead-
ership will bring renewed 
vigour to safeguarding our 
nation’s security,” stated 
Mishra.

In his address, the newly 
appointed NATF Chairman, 
Vishal Chopra, reaffirmed 
an uncompromising stance 
against all forms of  terror-
ism. He outlined a firm com-
mitment to combat not only 
direct terrorist activities but 

also the networks of  Over 
Ground Workers (OGWs) 
and the threats posed by 
white-collar terrorism.

“No form of  terrorism will 
be tolerated. Our resolve is 
absolute to take strict and 
decisive action to protect 
national security and pre-
serve the unity of  the coun-
try,” Chopra asserted.

Navneet Mishra, assur-
ing complete collabora-
tion, declared that the 
NDPP would extend its full 

support to Mr. Chopra and 
the NATF in all endeav-
ours aimed at eradicating 
terrorism. He emphasized 
the party’s commitment to 
all initiatives that ensure 
peace, security, and stabil-
ity across the nation.

The occasion marked a 
display of  political unity 
and a shared resolve 
towards the national 
objective of  countering 
terrorism and strengthen-
ing internal security.
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Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT SHEEP 
HUSBANDRY OFFICER KUPWARA-193222

  Email: doshdkupwara@gmail.com Telefax: +911955252220

SUBJECT: E-Auction Notice for Sale of Scrap/Unserviceable items.
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, e-auction through District Sheep Husbandry Officer Kupwara, 
J&K, Kashmir are invited from the interested parties for sale of scrap/Unserviceable items, which is available in the Stores of District 
Sheep Husbandry Officer Kupwara as per the details available in document uploaded on GeM.
1. The auction documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), EM-

D,set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the GeM forward auction portal.
2. Instructions for bidders regarding bidding process.
i. To participate in bidding process bidders are required to register themselves with the web portal https://forwardauction.gem.

gov.in/ and obtain user ID and password, free of cost, well in advance, which is mandatory for e-Auction bidding from GeM 
portal.

ii. The bidder has to submit their bids online in electronic format in the GeM forward auction portal. No bidding will be accepted 
in physical form.

iii. Bids will be opened online.
iv. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the technical bid . The department will not be 

responsible for delay in online submission due to any reason.
 (Note: Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with Black and White option.)
No.: DSHOK//ST/AUCT/25-26/250-52  Sd/=
Dated: 18/12/2025  District Sheep husbandry Officer 
 Kupwara

DIPK-9164-25
DT: 19/12/2025

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
MECHANICAL & HOSPITALS DIVISION BARAMULLA

e-mail, id, xenmhd.bla@jk.gov.in

TENDER NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
NIT No: M&HDB/TS/2025-26/80/3762-66
Date: 18-12-2025

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Mechanical & Hospitals Division Baramulla, invites 
online e-bids in Two Cover system on percentage wise basis from Authorized service providers of OEMs /Registered / Listed Contractors for the 
below mentioned works:

S. No Name of Work Estimated Cost 
(Rs. in Lacs)

Cost of T/Doc. 
(In Rupees)

Earnest Money 
Deposit

Time of 
Completion

01.
Mechanical / Electrical Repairs / Jobs to various Snow Clearance Ma-
chines pertaining to Snow Clearance Unit of Mech. and Hospital Sub 
Division 1st Baramulla

1.0254 200.00 2051/- 10 days

NOTE: -
•	 AAA: - Administrative Approval accorded by Chief Engineer M&HD Kashmir vide No. M&HED/K/Acctt/ of 2025-26/108 Dated: 30-

08-2025
•	 Technical Sanction: - Technical Sanction Accorded by Executive Engineer Mechanical & Hospital Division 1st Baramulla vide No. 

M&HDB/TS/51 of 12/2025 Dated: - 17-12-2025.
•	 Executing Agency: - Executive Engineer, Mechanical & Hospitals Division Baramulla.

1. Date of issue of Tender Notice 18-12-2025
2. Period of downloading of the bidding document From 18-12-2025 to 23-12-2025
3 Bid Submission Start Date From 18-12-2025 (18:15 HRS)
4. Bid Submission End Date 23-12-2025 (18:55 HRS)
5. Date of Opening of Cover 1st 24-12-2025 (13:00 HRS)

•	 The bidders are required to submit their offers in two (02) covers.
Cover-I shall contain: Scanned copies of following documents:

01. Tender Fee

Rs. 200.00 (Rupees Two hundred only) in shape of e-Challan / e-receipt / online Bank transfer acknowledge-
ment including m-Pay Delight+, to be uploaded with each online bid pledged to Executive Engineer Mechanical 
& Hospitals Division Baramulla. Tender ID to be written also on the voucher.
Bank: J&K Bank.     Branch: T.P Baramulla.     IFSC Code: JAKAOTEHSIL      Account No.: 0213010200000051.

02. EMD

Scanned copy of Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) in the shape of CDR/FDR equivalent to 02% of value of the 
advertised cost pledged to Executive Engineer Mechanical & Hospitals Division Baramulla. EMD of successful 
bidder shall be released on receipt of 03% to 10% Performance Guarantee from (L1) and execution of agree-
ment with the Department. EMD of un-successful bidders shall be also released as per rules provided in J&K 
PWD Engineering Manual 2020.

03. Terms & Conditions Scanned copy of the Annexure- “A” & “B” duly accepted by the bidder.
04. Tax Clearance Registration Certificate of Sales Tax Department quoting GST Number.

05. GST Scanned copies of PAN Card / GST Registration / Latest GST clearance certificate or acknowledgement of 
latest returns.

06. Undertaking Undertaking as per format at Annexure “C” that the bidder has not been blacklisted or debarred by any Govt./
Semi Govt. Department.

07. Contractor Registration Scanned copy of valid Contractor Registration on JKPWDOMS of PWD J&K.

08. Eligibility / Work Experi-
ence Certificate

The Bidder Shall submit documentary proof of having successfully executed similar nature of work amounting 
to 80% of the estimated cost in single contract or 50% of the estimated cost in two contracts each or 40% of 
the estimated cost in three contracts each in last 07 years in any Govt. /Semi Govt./Autonomous institutions 
alongwith satisfactory performance certificate issued by a competent authority not below the rank of Assistant 
Executive Engineer.

NOTE: -
 The successful bidder has to furnish EMD document physically to the Divisional office alongwith fee receipt within three days from the 

date of opening price bid, without which his bid shall not be accepted for further processing of contract in his favour.
 No EMD exemption shall be given to bidders.
 Bidders / Firms shall refrain from uploading irrelevant documents.
 Contractor/ Firm shall upload the contact / communication details separately on single page.

A. Cover-II shall contain:
01. Price bid, as per BOQ uploaded by this department. In no case, financial bid will be accepted in physical form.
02. The bids for the work shall remain valid for 180 days and the contract shall be valid for one complete year, starting from the date of 

allotment of the said contract.
03. The complete bidding process will be online.
04. The Financial bid of only qualifying bidders shall be opened online in the Office of the Executive Engineer M&HD Baramulla after eval-

uation of technical bid and decision thereof.
05. Bidder shall be penalized as per tender conditions if they withdraw their bid during the period of bid   validity or make any modifications 

in the terms and conditions of the bid.
06. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ 

manually. The BOQ downloaded should be used for filling the rate below %age inclusive of all taxes and it should be saved with the same 
name as it contains.

07. The cost of tender documents is non-refundable and the tender shall in no case be accepted if submitted by any firm other than the 
purchaser.

08. Any tender found to have been submitted by the firm by furnishing false information to the department shall be   cancelled and the 
firm shall be penalized as and when it comes to the notice of the Department even during the currency of the contract. The department 
reserves the right to debar /blacklist such firm(s).

09. Conditional tenders shall not be entertained.
10. Unbalanced Bid: In case bid of the lowest bidder is found unbalanced, the successful bidder shall have to produce additional perfor-

mance security in shape of CDR /FDR / Bank Guarantee within 07 days after opening of price bid as per the Circular directives of the 
J&K U.T Finance Department issued vide No. FD-Code/441/2021-22-158; Dated: - 08.08.2025 and relevant clauses of J&K (PWD) 
Engineering Manual 2020.

11. The tenders should be addressed to the Executive Engineer M&HD Baramulla.
No: - M&HDB/TS/e-tender-80/3762-66 Sd/-
 Dated: - 18-12-2025 Executive Engineer
DIPK-9122-25 Mechanical & Hospitals Division
DT: 19/12/2025 Baramulla

Putin says Russia deceived 
repeatedly on NATO's 
eastward expansion

IANS

MOSCOW: Russia has 
been deceived several 
times by the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization's 
(NATO's) promises about 
non-expansion eastward, 
Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin said Friday.

During his annual press 
conference, Putin said 
the movement of  NATO 
military infrastructure 
towards Russian borders 
has caused legitimate con-
cern for Russia.

Russia had discussed 
the possibility of  joining 
NATO, but realized its 
accession was not expected 
there, he said.

The Russian president 
added that building a new 
security system in Europe 
is "quite relevant," and any 
country's choice of  its own 
means of defense should not 
threaten other countries.

He said that Moscow is 
ready to consider measures 
to ensure security during 
elections in Ukraine, 
including refraining from 
strikes deep inside Ukrai-
nian territory.

"We are ready to con-
sider ensuring security 

during the elections in 
Ukraine. At the very least, 
we would refrain from 
strikes deep within its ter-
ritory," said Putin, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

"Regarding elections in 
Ukraine and the introduc-
tion of  some kind of  exter-
nal governance regime, 
this has been suggested by 
others, including me, but 
it's hypothetical, and, in 
general, if  such a will exists, 
including in Western coun-
tries," Putin said during the 
press conference.

Putin also said Friday 
that Russia and Europe 
would prosper by uniting 
and complementing each 
other rather than fighting.

Speaking during his 
annual year-end press confer-
ence, Putin said closer coop-
eration between Russia and 
European countries could 
generate significant econom-
ic benefits for all sides.

"If  we combined our 
efforts with European coun-
tries, our combined gross 
domestic product measured 
by purchasing power parity 

would be larger than that of  
the United States," Putin said. 
"This is theoretical, of  course, 
but it is absolutely clear that 
by uniting and complement-
ing our capabilities, we would 
prosper instead of  fighting 
each other."

"We are ready to work 
with you, with Great 
Britain, with Europe as a 
whole, and with the United 
States, but on an equal foot-
ing, with mutual respect," 
Putin said. "If  we ultimate-
ly achieve this, everyone 
will benefit."

Chandrababu Naidu meets HM Amit 

Shah, discusses Andhra projects
IANS

AMARAVATI: Andhra 
Pradesh Chief  Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu 
met Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah in New Delhi 
on Friday and held discus-
sions on the progress of  
various key projects cur-
rently underway in the 
state.

During the meeting, 
CM Naidu highlighted the 
highly positive investor 
response received at the 
CII Partnership Summit 
2025 held in Visakhapat-
nam, where leading Indian 
and global companies 
expressed strong interest 
in investing across sectors 
such as manufacturing, 
infrastructure, logistics, 
energy and services.

He noted that Andhra 
Pradesh’s proactive poli-
cies, transparent gover-
nance and development-
focused roadmap have 
significantly strengthened 
investor confidence.

The Chief  Minister and 
the Union Home Minister 
also discussed prevailing 
political developments in 
Andhra Pradesh, review-
ing recent events, political 
dynamics and emerging 
issues in the state.

After the meeting with 
Amit Shah, CM Naidu 
attended the CREDAI 
National Conclave, where 
he interacted with real 
estate leaders and show-
cased the state’s urban 
development vision and 
investment opportunities.

According to an official 
release here, CM Naidu 
also met Union Roadways 
Minister Nitin Gadkari 
and requested the Centre 
to strengthen national 
highway connectivity to 
the state’s capital region, 
Amaravati, by linking it 
with major cities across 
the country.

The Chief  Minister 
appreciated Minister Gad-
kari’s sustained efforts 
in expanding and mod-

ernising India’s national 
highway network, noting 
that road connectivity has 
become a key driver of  
regional development and 
economic progress.

CM Naidu explained 
that Amaravati, emerging 
as a greenfield capital city, 
requires direct and indi-
rect integration with the 
national highway grid to 
support long-term growth, 
mobility, logistics efficien-
cy, and inter-city access. He 
requested the Union Minis-
ter to prioritise these link-
ages to accelerate Amara-
vati’s development.

A major point of  discus-
sion was the 6-lane iconic 
cable-stayed bridge pro-
posed by the CM across the 
Krishna River at Muktya-

la–Mulapadu. CM Naidu 
urged the Centre to take 
up the construction of  this 
bridge through the Nation-
al Highways Authority of  
India (NHAI).

CM further explained 
that the iconic 6-lane bridge 
would connect Amaravati 
to three crucial national 
highways, offering seam-
less links to the Vijayawa-
da–Hyderabad corridor, 
the Chennai–Kolkata high-
way, and the coastal road 
corridor. The bridge would 
also integrate Amaravati 
with the proposed Hyder-
abad–Amaravati greenfield 
expressway, enabling high-
speed access between the 
two major cities.

The Chief  Minister said 
these improved connec-
tions would significantly 
reduce travel time for 
citizens, enhance logistics 
movement, and transform 
Amaravati into a mobility 
hub and a strategic logis-
tics node within the nation-
al highway network.

Terming the 6-lane 
iconic bridge a critical 
infrastructure project for 
the Andhra Pradesh capi-
tal, CM Naidu requested 
the Union Minister to 
extend full central support 
for its execution.

Hijab incident: Complaint filed 
against Nitish Kumar, Sanjay 
Nishad; hearing on Jan 3

IANS 

PATNA:  Bihar Chief  
Minister Nitish Kumar’s 
legal troubles appear to 
be increasing as a com-
plaint has been filed 
against him and Uttar 
Pradesh Fisheries Minis-
ter Sanjay Nishad in the 
court of  the Chief  Judi-
cial Magistrate (CJM), 
Muzaffarpur, over the 
alleged hijab incident 
involving a  female 
doctor.

The court has accepted 
the complaint, and the next 
hearing has been sched-
uled for January 3, 2026.

Speaking to the media, 
complainant Mohammad 
Raju Naiyar said, “The way 
a person holding a consti-
tutional post behaved with 
a female doctor is condem-
nable. We have approached 
the court in the interest of  
women’s dignity and jus-
tice.”

Mohammad Raju 
Naiyar, who is the state 
general secretary of  the 
Bihar Pradesh Minor-
ity Morcha, filed the com-
plaint on Friday.

According to the alle-
gations, during a cer-
emony held to distribute 
appointment letters to 
newly appointed AYUSH 
doctors, Chief  Minister 
Nitish Kumar allegedly 
held the hijab of  a female 
doctor, Nusrat Parveen, 
and attempted to remove 
it.

The complainant stated 
that the alleged act not 
only hurt the sentiments 
of  the doctor but also 
deeply offended women 
and members of  the minor-
ity community.

UP Fisheries Minister 
Sanjay Nishad has also 
been named as an accused 
in the case. It is alleged 
that Nishad publicly sup-
ported the Chief  Minister’s 
actions, which, according 
to the complainant, sent a 
wrong message to society 
and caused humiliation.

The complainant’s 
counsel, Advocate Suraj 
Kumar, said that the com-
plaint has been filed under 
Sections 76, 352, 79, 299, 
and 302 of  the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

The matter is now 
pending before the court, 
with further proceedings 
expected on the next date 
of  hearing.

Bihar Chief  Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar has 
landed in a contro-
versy following allega-
tions that he allegedly 
removed the hijab of  a 
Muslim woman doctor 
during an appointment 
letter distribution cer-
emony of  Ayush doctors 
in Patna on December 
15.

During the  event , 
Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter Samrat Choudhary 
and Health Minister 
Mangal Pandey were 
also present.

National Herald case: ED 
challenges trial court relief 
to Sonia, Rahul

IANS 

NEW DELHI: The 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has approached the 
Delhi High Court chal-
lenging a trial court order 
that refused to take cogni-
sance of  its money laun-
dering complaint against 
Congress Parliamentary 
Party Chairperson Sonia 
Gandhi, Leader of  Oppo-
sition in Lok Sabha Rahul 
Gandhi and others in the 
alleged National Herald 
case.

The federal anti-money 
laundering agency has 
filed a criminal revision 
petition assailing the 
order passed by the Rouse 
Avenue Court, which had 
dismissed the prosecu-
tion complaint filed under 
the Prevention of  Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA).

The matter is likely to 
be listed for hearing before 
the Delhi High Court next 
week.

Earlier on Tuesday, Spe-
cial Judge (PC Act) Vishal 
Gogne of  the Rouse Avenue 
Court had declined to take 
cognisance of  the ED’s 
complaint, holding that it 
was not maintainable in 
law.

While granting relief  to 
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul 
Gandhi, the court, how-
ever, clarified that the ED 
was at liberty to continue 
its investigation in accor-
dance with law.

Apart from the Gandhis, 

the ED had arrayed Con-
gress Overseas chief  Sam 
Pitroda, Suman Dubey, 
Sunil Bhandari, Young 
Indian and Dotex Mer-
chandise Private Limited 
as proposed accused in the 
case.

The high-profile case 
relates to allegations that 
senior Congress lead-
ers conspired to illegally 
acquire control over assets 
worth more than Rs 2,000 
crore belonging to Associ-
ated Journals Ltd (AJL), 
the original publisher of  
the National Herald news-
paper, by paying a nominal 
sum of  Rs 50 lakh through 
Young Indian, a company 
in which Sonia and Rahul 
Gandhi are majority share-
holders.

The ED had argued that 
the case involved a "seri-
ous economic offence" and 
alleged that a conspiracy 
was hatched to form Young 
Indian to usurp AJL's prop-
erties for a nominal sum, 
primarily to benefit the top 
Congress leadership.

It had also claimed that 
several senior Congress 
leaders were involved in 
“fake transactions”, includ-
ing the issuance of  fraudu-
lent advance rent payments 
supported by fabricated 
rent receipts. The Con-
gress leadership, however, 
has consistently denied 
the allegations, terming 
the money laundering 
case as “really strange” 
and “unprecedented”.
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www.bookmyshow.com | www.inoxmovies.com 
Paytm, Inox App, or directly from the booking 
counter at the cinema. 

TICKETS AT: 
FOR ASSISTANCE WITH TICKETS
CALL 95416 13868

Movies Schedule
Saturday, 20  Decemberth

 AVATAR : 
IRE AND ASH (UA 16+)

 3D ENGLISH ATMOS WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

02:30 PM, 06:20 PM

3D HINDI - 10:40 AM

DHURANDHAR (A)

HINDI - 10:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 02:00 PM,

04:15 PM, 06:00 PM

Ashes 3rd Test: England need to stick 
with players to play competitive cricket in 
Australia, says Michael Vaughan

IANS 

NEW DELHI: Former 
England cricketer Michael 
Vaughan has warned 
against wholesale changes 
to the team after Travis 
Head's unbeaten 142 guides 
hosts Australia to 271/4, 
increasing their lead to 
356 at the end of  day three's 
play of  the third Ashes Test 
at Adelaide Oval.

Throughout the series, 
England's Bazball strategy 
has been under constant 
examination since it hasn't 
yielded the expected out-
comes, and their batting 
has shown vulnerability 
at crucial times.

England's winless streak 
in Australia would reach 17 
Tests if  they lost in Adelaide. 
This would be their fourth 
consecutive Test series loss 
in Australia. Every Ashes 
loss on Australian soil has 
historically resulted in 
major adjustments to the 
England lineup.

“English cricket often 
works in four-year cycles, 
home and away Ashes 
series,” Vaughan told the 
Ashes Debrief  on BBC 
iPlayer. “One or two play-
ers need to go because they 
aren’t good enough at this 
level, but a number of  them 
have enough talent. If  they 

are coached and managed 
correctly, and given the 
right kind of  preparation, 
they are going to be fine 
in four years. It’s the only 
way I can see that English 
cricket can possibly be 
competitive in Australia, if  
they stick with some of  the 
players who have the expe-
rience. Bad experience is 
better than no experience,” 
Vaughan added.

Although it seems 
unlikely that captain Ben 
Stokes and senior bats-
man Joe Root will return 
for another Ashes tour of  
Australia, former captain 
Michael Vaughan thinks 
a number of  current play-
ers have the temperament 
and skills to have another 
chance in Australia.

Vaughan also noted that 
the remaining Tests in Mel-
bourne and Sydney will be 
crucial learning experi-
ences, offering England a 
chance to assess players, 
adapt their approach, and 
gather valuable lessons for 
the future.

“I look back to 2002-
03, we were 4-0 down and 
won in Sydney. I learnt 
a lot about the next few 
years from winning that 
one game,” said Vaughan. 
“England can’t think there 
is anything to gain from the 
next two games. If  this goes 
wrong, and it looks like it 
may do, Melbourne and 
Sydney are still opportu-
nities to learn for the next 
time they come or the next 
time they play Australia.”

Vijay Hazare Trophy: Pant appointed as 
Delhi’s captain, Kohli confirms availability

IANS

NEW DELHI, DEC 19 () 
India wicketkeeper-batter 
Rishabh Pant has been 
named as Delhi’s captain 
for the upcoming Vijay 
Hazare Trophy, starting on 
December 24 in Bengaluru.

Delhi’s squad has also 
been boosted by the avail-
ability of  batting stalwart 
Virat Kohli, as well as senior 
pacers Ishant Sharma and 
Navdeep Saini. With BCCI 
making a mandate for India 
players with central con-
tracts to feature in domestic 
cricket, seam-bowling all-
rounder Harshit Rana will 

link up with the Delhi side 
once he becomes available, 
said the DDCA on Friday.

The senior men’s selec-
tion committee met at the 
Arun Jaitley Stadium on 
Friday to finalise Delhi’s 
squad from a bumper list 
of  probables announced 
earlier. The meeting was 
attended by selectors Yas-
hpal Singh, K. Bhaskar 
Pillai and Manu Nayar, 
chief  coach Sarandeep 
Singh, CAC member Robin 
Singh (Jr.), secretary 
Ashok Sharma and joint 
secretary Amit Grover.

Delhi will play its first 
two Elite Group D games 

in the Vijay Hazare Trophy 
against Andhra and Gujarat 
at the M Chinnaswamy Sta-
dium in Bengaluru, which 
serves as Kohli's home 
ground when playing for his 
IPL team Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru (RCB). Delhi is 
also scheduled to play its 
remaining five games at the 
Alur Cricket Ground, on the 
outskirts of  Bengaluru.

Kohli comes on the back 
of  being Player of  the Series 
in the 2-1 ODI series win over 
South Africa, while Pant will 
be itching to get some game 
time after being an unused 
player in the 50-over fixtures 
against the Proteas.

WTL: Suresh stuns Medvedev 
in thriller to secure final spot

IANS 

BENGALURU: India’s 
Dhakshineswar Suresh, 
playing for the Aussie 
Mavericks Kites, delivered 
the knockout blow as he 
defeated Daniil Medvedev, 
the Grand Slam champion, 
6-4 in the last set to take his 
team to Saturday’s summit 
clash of  the World Tennis 
League.

The Kites, who had start-
ed the day at the bottom of  
the leaderboard, made a 
sensational comeback as 
they defeated the Falcons 
24-19 to grab the second spot 
with 58 points. Facing them 
in the finals will be AOS 
Eagles, who defeated VB 
Realty Hawks 22-12 to finish 
at the top of  the standings 
with 65 points.

India’s Grand Slam 
champion Rohan Bopanna 
also bid an emotional fare-
well on home turf. Playing 
for the Falcons, he teamed 

up with Medvedev for a 
high-profile men’s doubles 
showdown against Nick 
Kyrgios and Suresh. In a 
dramatic contest, Medve-
dev and Bopanna edged to 
a 7-6 win.

In its debut season in 
India, the World Tennis 
League has brought some 
of the game’s biggest names 
to Bengaluru. But it was the 
Indian players like Sumit 
Nagal, Shrivalli Bhami-
dipaty and Dhakshineswar 
Suresh who stole the show 
on the third day of  competi-
tion at the SM Krishna Sta-
dium, Bengaluru.

Tennis’ power couple, 
Gael Monfils and Elina Svi-
tolina, opened the show on 
Friday. However, this time, 
Monfils and Svitolina stood 
at the opposite sides of  the 
court in the mixed doubles 
contest. In an entertaining 
faceoff, Svitolina and Yuki 
Bhambri, playing for the 
Hawks, edged Monfils-Shri-

valli 6-4.
But India’s leading singles 

player, Nagal, grounded the 
Hawks with a dominant 
performance in the men’s 
singles. The 28-year-old came 
out swinging against former 
Wimbledon finalist Denis 
Shapovalov, winning 6-1 to 
hand his team the momen-
tum.

While Shrivalli cheered 
her team on from the dug-
out on the first two days, she 
stepped into the spotlight 
effortlessly. After a com-
petent performance in the 
mixed doubles, the 24-year-
old locked horns against 
teen sensation Maaya, who 
trains at the Rafael Nadal 
Academy. Shrivalli quickly 
found her range, and wowed 
the Bengaluru crowd with 
her clean hitting as she beat 
the 16-year-old 6-2.

Shrivalli then teamed up 
with Paula Badosa to beat 
the Svitolina-Maaya com-
bine 6-3. After the match, 
Badosa was all praise for 
her young partner.

“India, you have a future 
star here,” Badosa, a semi-
finalist at this year’s Austra-
lian Open, told the crowd. 
“She carried the team today. 
Since the first day I hit with 
her, I have been impressed 
with her serve and aggres-
sive game.”

In the second match of  
the day, Marta Kostyuk gave 
the Kites a winning start as 
she beat Magda Linette 6-4. 
The Kites won three of  the 
four sets on Friday to pip 
the Falcons and Hawks for 
a spot in the final.

After a round-robin stage, 
where each team faced each 
other in four set matches, AOS 
Eagles and Aussie Mavericks 
Kites came out on top, set-
ting up the final encounter of  
WTL’s India debut tomorrow. 
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5th T20I: Varma, Pandya, 
Bumrah, Chakaravarthy help 
India clinch series 3-1 win

IANS 

AHMEDABAD: Riding on 
Varun Chakaravarthy’s 
four-for and Jasprit Bum-
rah’s match-winning spell, 
India sealed the five-match 
T20I series 3-1 with a 30-run 
win over South Africa at 
the Narendra Modi Sta-
dium on Friday.

On a black-soil pitch, 
Tilak Varma and Hardik 
Pandya added 105 runs for 
the fourth wicket, with the 
former making 73 off  45 
balls and the latter ham-
mering 63 off  38 deliveries, 
including getting his fifty 
in just 16 balls, the second 
fastest half-century hit by 
an India men’s batter in 
T20Is.

In an innings where 
umpire Rohan Pandit and 
a camera operator took 
some blows on separate 
occasions, Sanju Samson, 
stepping in for the injured 
Shubman Gill, made 
an attractive 37, while 
Abhishek Sharma chipped 
in with a brisk cameo of  34 
in a 63-run opening stand. 
Suryakumar Yadav’s lean 
run continued as he fell for 
five, but Varma and Pandya 
made up for it with some 
audacious clean hitting.

Shivam Dube provided 
the finishing touches by 
hitting a four and six in 
the final over, as India 
crossed the 230-run mark. 
For South Africa, seam-
bowling all-rounder Corbin 
Bosch was the standout 
bowler with 2-44, but on 
a whole, the Proteas were 
unable to contain India’s 
batting surge.

Chasing 232, South 
Africa looked well placed 
to reach the target after 
being at 118/1 at the half-
way mark, with Quinton de 
Kock and Dewald Brevis in 
full flow. But the introduc-
tion of  Bumrah in the 11th 
over turned the contest on 
its head, as he dismissed 

de Kock for 63 by taking a 
sharp return catch.

From 120/1, South 
Africa slipped to 135/5, as 
Chakaravarthy tightened 
the screws with his varia-
tions to finish with 4-53. 
Bumrah’s 2-17 stood out 
on a night when more than 
400 runs were scored - his 
slower balls accounting for 
de Kock and Marco Jansen, 
as South Africa eventually 
ended up at 201/8, handing 
India a comfortable vic-
tory.

The result also marked 
India’s eighth consecutive 
T20I series win, a streak 
starting from to December 
2023. South Africa’s chase 
began in explosive fashion 
as de Kock tore into Arsh-
deep Singh with a hat-trick 
of  boundaries in the open-
ing over, before adding a 
six and more fours off  him 
to keep the asking rate in 
check.

Reeza Hendricks strug-
gled at the other end but 
the pair still carried the 
score to 67/0 at the end 
of  the powerplay, with de 
Kock racing to 47 off  26 
balls. The breakthrough 
came in the seventh over 
when Hendricks chipped 

off  Chakravarthy to mid-
wicket, where Shivam 
Dube took a one-handed 
brilliant catch. De Kock 
pressed on to get his 18th 
T20I fifty, adding momen-
tum alongside Brevis in 
a 51-run stand as South 
Africa looked comfortable 
at the half-way mark.

But Bumrah’s return 
changed the contest’s 
direction, as he dismissed 
de Kock with a sharp 
return catch. Pandya then 
removed Brevis with a 
slower bouncer, and Cha-
karavarthy struck to dis-
miss Aiden Markram lbw, 
before castling Donovan 
Ferreira.

David Miller’s dismissal 
to Arshdeep and George 
Linde being castled by 
Chakaravarthy left South 
Africa reeling at 163/7. 
Marco Jansen briefly 
threatened with back-to-
back sixes off  Chakara-
varthy, but Bumrah’s off-
cutter accounted for him 
in the 17th over, effectively 
sealing the match in India’s 
favour and continue the 
hosts perfect build-up in 
their quest to retain the 
T20 World Cup trophy next 
year at home.

Previously, India made a 
brisk start by racing to 25/0 
in two overs as Abhishek 
repeatedly pierced the off-
side field against Marco 
Jansen for three fours in 
the second over, before 
Samson ended it with a 
trademark loft over mid-on 
for six.

There was concern for 
South Africa early on when 
wicketkeeper Quinton de 
Kock injured his finger 
while collecting the ball in 
the opening over. Despite 
visible discomfort, he con-
tinued behind the stumps 
after receiving treatment, 
even as Samson matched 
Abhishek stroke for stroke, 
unfurling elegant drives 
and punches down the 
ground to reach 27 off  13 
balls.

After the opening pair 
went past fifty of  their 
partnership, South Africa 
finally broke through when 
Abhishek gloved a bouncer 
down leg from Bosch to de 
Kock, who completed the 
catch despite not appealing 
for it initially.

South Africa turned to 
spin after the powerplay, 
introducing Donovon Fer-
reira and George Linde. 

But India continued to 
score freely, as Varma 
and Samson freely picked 
boundaries. Linde, how-
ever, struck in his second 
over, by castling Samson 
with a delivery that pitched 
on leg and clipped off-
stump.

Suryakumar’s lean run 
persisted as he fell for 
five, caught at mid-off  off  
Bosch, ending the year 
without a fifty in T20Is. 
From 115/3 in the 12th over, 
India’s innings was given 
a turbo boost by Pandya 
and Varma, who counter-
attacked in blazing fashion 
to add quick runs. Pandya 
blazed his way to 31 off  
seven balls – hitting a six 
and four off  Bosch, before 
taking down Linde with a 
four and two sixes.

While Varma reached 
his half-century with a 
fluent punch against Lungi 
Ngidi for four, Pandya’s 
assault continued as he 
smashed Bosch for a four 
and two sixes to bring up 
a 16-ball fifty, the second-
fastest by an Indian in 
T20Is.

His knock, coming at a 
strike rate of  252, was even-
tually cut short when he 
picked out deep midwicket 
off  Ottniel Baartman in 
the penultimate over. Two 
balls later, Varma’s knock 
ended in dramatic fashion 
when he was run out for 73.

Dube, however, finished 
with a flourish, striking a 
six and a four to push India 
past 230-mark, which was 
enough for India to cruise 
to win at the end despite a 
scare from de Kock.

Brief  Scores: India 231/5 
(Tilak Varma 73, Hardik 
Pandya 63; Corbin Bosch 
2-44, Ottniel Baartman 
1-39) beat South Africa 
201/8 (Quinton de Kock 65, 
Dewald Brevis 31; Varun 
Chakaravarthy 4-53, Jas-
prit Bumrah 2-17) by 30 
runs


