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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

16th 
Year Of  Publication I underlined need for coordinated action against 

terrorists, enablers & ideologues to eradicate ecosystem 
& safe haven. The real security gains since 2019 must be 
defended & every single terrorist & its supporter operating 
in valley, forest, hills or village must be neutralised.

J&K To Crack Down 
On Bird Hazards 
Near Airports

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: In a move to 
safeguard air travel, the 
Jammu & Kashmir gov-
ernment has constituted 
two committees to moni-
tor and regulate activities 
prohibited under Rule 
91 of  the Indian Aircraft 
Rules, 1937.

The government has 
constituted two commit-
tees, one each for Kash-
mir and Jammu, for strict 
implementation of  the 
Rule 91, which prohibits 
activities near airports 
which attract birds, as 
these can cause dangerous 
bird strikes to aircraft.

According to an order 
issued by General Admin-
istration Department, the 
committee for Jammu is 
headed by the P-06

DIPK-9117/25 
Dated: 18/12/2025

NIA Arrests Ninth 
Accused Yasir Dar In 
Delhi Blast Case

IANS

SRINAGAR: The National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
on Thursday arrested anoth-
er key accused in connection 
with the Delhi bomb blast 
that killed 11 persons and 
injured several others in the 
area around Red Fort last 
month.

According to the NIA, 
Yasir Ahmad Dar from 
J&amp;K’s Shopian dis-
trict is the ninth accused 
to be arrested in the case 
RC-21/2025/NIA/DLI.

He was nabbed by NIA 
from New Delhi and placed 

under arrest under relevant 
provisions of  the UAPA Act 
1967 and BNS 2023.

“NIA investigations have 
revealed Yasir’s active role 
in the conspiracy behind 
the car bomb blast that 
rocked the national capital 
on November 10. An active 
participant in the conspiracy, 
he had sworn allegiance and 
taken an oath to carry out 
self-sacrificial operations,” 
the anti-terror investigative 
agency said in its press note.

Investigations by the NIA 
have further shown that 
Yasir was in close contact 
with the other P-06

Terrorists, OGWs And Those Intimidating 
Common Citizens Will Be Treated Equally: LG
Addresses UT Level Security Conference In Jammu

Under the guidance of Prime 
Minister  & Home Minister, 
threadbare discussions were 
held on the theme 'Viksit 
Bharat: Security Dimensions'

Lieutenant Governor underlined 
the need for coordinated action 
against the terrorists, enablers 
and the ideologues

The real security gains since 
2019 must be defended and 
every single terrorist and its 
supporter operating in valley

In the past 6 years, we have 
strengthened the security grid 
and the collaborative efforts of 
J&K Police, Army, Intelligence 
agencies

Armed terrorists, OGWs and 
those elements intimidating 
the common citizen should be 
treated equally. 

The landscape of security 
threats has undergone a 
profound change in recent years. 

We need to shift from reactive 
to proactive security strategies 
and use sophisticated tools 
like AI to counter terrorism, 
terror financing

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Thurs-
day said that collaborative 
efforts of  J&K Police, Army, 
Intelligence agencies and 
Central Armed Police 
Forces (CAPFs) have led to 
a significant decline in ter-
rorist violence in Jammu 
and Kashmir. He reiterated 
that armed terrorists, their 
supporters, OGWs and those 
intimidating the common cit-
izen will be treated equally, 
and added the government 
must ensure that such ele-
ments will pay a very heavy 
price for their action.

The Lieutenant Governor 
expressed these remarks 
during a UT Level Confer-
ence on the lines of  DGPs/
IGPs conference in Jammu 
Thursday.

In his address, the Lieu-
tenant Governor said that 
under the leadership of  

Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi and Hon’ble 
Union Home Minister Shri 
Amit Shah, the UT level 
security conference will 
serve as the hub for delib-
eration and collaboration to 
develop a whole of  govern-
ment approach to counter 
terrorism in all its form.

He also observed that 
during DGPs/IGPs confer-
ence in Raipur this year, 

threadbare discussions were 
held on the theme 'Viksit 
Bharat: Security Dimen-
sions', which reflects GoI’s 
commitment to transform 
our policing institutions to 
meet the demands of  a rap-
idly changing world.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor underlined the need for 
coordinated action against 
the terrorists, enablers and 
the ideologues to P-06

    Releases `805.27 Cr

Centre Approves 44 

Flood Management Projects 

For J&K: Govt
RAJA SYED RATHER

SRINAGAR: The Centre has 
approved 44 flood manage-
ment projects for Jammu and 
Kashmir since the Eleventh 
Plan, through an estimated 
cost of  ` 2,594.12 crore; of  
this, `805.27 crore has been 
released as central assis-
tance till March 2025.

The Ministry of  Jal Shakti 
informed the Lok Sabha, that 
Jammu and Kashmir has 
received funds for 43 flood 
management projects under 
the Flood Management 
Programme (FMP) during 
Eleventh and Twelfth Plans, 
while one more project was 
approved for the 2017–26 
period.

Additionally centre has 

released `25.91 crore to J&K 
against an approved alloca-
tion of  `9.98 crore under the 
River Management Activities 
and Works related to Border 
Areas (RMBA) component.

The Ministry clarified that 
flood management projects 
are implemented by State 
and UT governments, as the 
Centre provides technical 
support and financial assis-
tance for flood control works 
in critical areas—(KNO) 

Chillai Kalan Nears, Temperatures 
Fall Across Valley, Snowfall Expected
MeT Predicts Snowfall In Higher Areas On Dec 21-22

SAJID RAINA

KASHMIR: Minimum tem-
peratures across Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh fell fur-
ther on Thursday, as the region 
approaches the 40-day-long 
harshest cold period, Chillai 
Kalan, beginning December 21, 
coinciding with forecasts of  
snowfall over Kashmir.

According to the data 
obtained, several parts of  the 
Kashmir Valley recorded sub-
zero temperatures, with Zojila 
Pass at-17.0°C, Awantipora at-
3.8°C, Pulwama at-3.2°C, and 
Pampore at-1.8°C.

Srinagar registered a mini-
mum of  0.2°C, while Qazigund 
recorded 0.8°C. In contrast, 
Gulmarg and Kulgam were rela-
tively warmer at 1.6°C and 2.0°C, 

respectively.
In Jammu division, Katra was 

the coldest at 12.1°C, followed by 
Jammu Airport at 11.5°C and 
Jammu city at 11.0°C. Banihal 
and Bhaderwah recorded 5.7°C 
and 5.0°C, respectively, while 
Rajouri dipped to 3.0°C.

Ladakh also experienced 
near-freezing conditions, with 
Leh recording a temperature of  
minus 3.4°C.

A comparison with Tuesday’s 
data indicates a further fall in 
night temperatures across most 
areas. P-06

'34,428 Km Of New Railway 
Tracks Added To J&K'

RAJA SYED RATHER

SRINAGAR: The delays in 
several railway infrastruc-
ture projects in Jammu 
and Kashmir are 
linked to different 
challenges like 
land acquisition, 
forest clearances, 
difficult terrain 
and other statuto-
ry issues, the Union 
Ministry said on Thurs-
day. However, the Centre has 
asserted that it is making 
sustained efforts to expedite 
the execution of  these proj-
ects.

The details were shared 
by Railway Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw in a written reply 
to a question raised by Lok 
Sabha members Mala Roy 
and Dr. Raj Kumar Chab-
bewal.

Highlighting projects 
related to Jammu and 
Kashmir, the Ministry said, 
“capacity augmentation 

works on the Jalland-
h a r – P a t h a n ko t –

Jammu Tawi sec-
tion, a critical rail 
corridor serving 
as the main rail 
link to the Union 

Territory. The proj-
ect aims to improve 

connectivity, operation-
al efficiency and passenger 
movement to and from J&K.”

In recent years, the con-
struction of  railways has 
gained momentum. Between 
2014 and 2025, 34,428 km of  
new tracks were commis-
sioned, which shows a huge 
acceleration in the project 
execution when compared 
to 7,599 km added during 
2009–14. P-06

Draw Lessons From ‘Op Sindoor,’ Remain 

Prepared For Future Challenges: Rajnath
SAJID RAINA

NEW DELHI: Asking Air 
Force commanders to draw 
lessons from ‘Operation Sin-
door’ and remain prepared 
for future challenges, Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh on 
Thursday said that action 
against the terrorist camps 
in Pakistan and PoK demon-
strated India’s high-impact, 
short-duration operational 
capability.

Addressing the Indian Air 
Force Commanders’ Conclave 
here, Singh, said the Indian 
Air Force plays a key role in 
safeguarding national inter-
ests amid a changing global 
security environment.

He said the operation 
reflected the ability of  the 
armed forces to act with speed 
and coordination.

The Defence Minister while 
referring to the strikes on 
terror camps during ‘Opera-
tion Sindoor’ and the subse-

quent response to actions by 
Pakistan said, “Public con-
fidence in the armed forces, 
particularly in air defence 
preparedness, was evident as 
people remained calm during 
attempts to target Indian 
installations.”

Singh underlined the need 
for a clear assessment of  an 
adversary’s offensive and 
defensive capabilities to main-
tain an operational edge.

He said commanders must 
stay vigilant and ready to deal 
with emerging threats.

Referring to recent conflicts 
including the Russia-Ukraine 
war, the Israel-Hamas conflict, 
the Balakot air strikes and 
Operation P-06

Fog Blankets 
Kashmir, Travel 
Disrupted

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Dense fog blanket-
ed Kashmir on Thursday, snarl-
ing traffic and disrupting travel 
during morning and evening rush 
hours

Witnesses said, that several 
roads across the Valley, includ-
ing Srinagar-Jammu highway, 
Baramulla-Handwara, and Pul-
wama-Kulgam routes and other 
Srinagar city roads saw a low vis-
ibility due to thick fog.

Officials warned drivers to 
exercise caution and follow traf-
fic advisories to avoid accidents.

“Fog has reduced visibility to 
less than 50 metres in many parts 
of  the Valley, affecting both local 
and inter-district travel,” said a 
Traffic Police officer. “We have 
deployed additional personnel to 
guide traffic and ensure smooth 
movement on key routes.”

“Transporters P-06

Centre Promoting Tourism 
In J&K Through Multiple 
Schemes: Union Min

SAJID RAINA

NEW DELHI: The Centre is 
promoting tourism in Jammu 
and Kashmir through mul-
tiple schemes aimed at 
destination development 
and strengthening tourism 
infrastructure, Union Tour-
ism Minister Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat told the Rajya 
Sabha on Thursday.

Replying to a parliamen-
tary question, Shekhawat, 

said the Ministry of  Tourism 
is promoting destinations 
and tourism experiences 
across the country, including 
Jammu and Kashmir, under 
its Domestic Promotion and 
Publicity, including Hospital-
ity (DPPH) and Overseas Pro-
motion and Publicity (OPP) 
schemes.

"These initiatives are 
designed to attract both 
domestic and international 
tourists and P-06
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JKEDI trains 258 
entrepreneurs under RAMP, 
concludes MDPs in 13 districts

DC Budgam Chairs Review Meeting 

on Revision of Stamp Rates
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: A review meet-
ing regarding the revision 
of  stamp rates for the year 
2026 was chaired by the 
Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Budgam, Dr. Bilal 
Mohi-ud-Din Bhat, at the 
District Headquarters.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the ADC Budgam 
Mehraj-ud-din Shah ,Gen-
eral Manager, District 
Industries Centre Budgam 
Zahid Ahmad; Assistant 
Commissioner Revenue, 
Budgam; Assistant Com-
missioner Panchayat, 
Budgam; Divisional Forest 
Officer, PP Forest Divi-
sion Budgam; Sub Regis-
trar, Budgam; Town Plan-
ner, Housing and Urban 
Development Department, 
Budgam; Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate Beerwah/
Chadoora/Khansahib; 
and Executive Officers of  
Municipal Councils/Com-
mittees of  Budgam, Beer-
wah, Chadoora, Charar-
i-Sharief, Khansahib and 
Magam.

During the meeting, 
a detailed review of  the 
existing stamp rates was 
undertaken in light of  the 
proposed revisions for 2026.

The DC emphasized 
that the revision process 

must be carried out in a 
scientific, data-driven and 
objective manner, taking 
into account prevailing 
market trends, recent 
developmental activities, 
and variations in land use 
patterns across urban, 
semi-urban and rural 
areas of  the district.

He directed that a 
comparative analysis of  
current stamp rates and 
proposed revised rates be 
conducted with due con-
sideration to infrastruc-
ture growth, commercial 
viability, residential expan-
sion and overall economic 
activity in different locali-

ties. The DC highlighted 
about importance of  ensur-
ing uniformity, transpar-
ency and rationality in 
the revised rates so as to 
prevent both undervalua-
tion and undue financial 
burden on the public.

The DC further stressed 
the need for close inter-
departmental coordina-
tion, directing all con-
cerned departments to 
furnish relevant inputs and 
factual data within the pre-
scribed timeframe.

He underlined that the 
revised stamp duties must 
be well-documented, prop-
erly justified and aligned 

with existing legal pro-
visions and government 
policies.

The DC also empha-
sised timely finalization 
of  the exercise so that the 
revised stamp duties are 
notified and implemented 
uniformly with effect from 
1st January, 2026, ensuring 
smooth administration and 
enhanced revenue realiza-
tion for the district.

He directed all con-
cerned officers to submit 
their detailed reports and 
recommendations prompt-
ly for further examination 
and necessary action at the 
District Level.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Entrepre-
neurship Development 
Institute (JKEDI) on 
Thursday successfully 
concluded the fourth batch 
of  Management Develop-
ment Programmes (MDPs) 
across 13 districts of  the 
Union Territory under 
the Raising and Accel-
erating MSME Perfor-
mance (RAMP) scheme. 
The scheme is funded by 
the Ministry of  MSME, 
Government of  India, 
and implemented by the 
Industries and Commerce 
Department, Government 
of  Jammu and Kashmir.

The six-day intensive 
MDPs, conducted from 
December 12, 2025, were 
held simultaneously in 
Anantnag, Bandipora, 
Baramulla, Budgam, Gan-
derbal, Kulgam, Pulwama, 
Shopian, Srinagar, Jammu, 
Kathua, Reasi and Udham-
pur. A total of  258 aspiring 
and existing entrepreneurs 
successfully completed the 
30-hour structured train-
ing programme, which 
comprised expert interac-
tions and field exposure 
visits. Notably, 243 women 

entrepreneurs participat-
ed in the batch, marking a 
significant stride towards 
gender inclusivity in the 
region’s entrepreneur-
ial ecosystem. The pro-
grammes were conducted 
by the respective District 
Centres of  JKEDI under 
the overall supervision of  
the Director, JKEDI.

The MDPs were 
designed to enhance mana-
gerial, financial and stra-
tegic competencies of  par-
ticipants, enabling them to 
scale up their enterprises, 
improve competitiveness 

and develop sustainable 
business models. The 
initiative aligns with the 
broader objectives of  the 
RAMP programme, which 
seeks to strengthen and 
modernise the MSME eco-
system across the country.

The carefully curated 
curriculum, developed by 
subject matter experts, 
covered key areas includ-
ing business planning, 
marketing strategies, use 
of  digital tools, financial 
literacy, statutory compli-
ance, innovation and lead-
ership development. The 

training also featured men-
torship sessions, case stud-
ies, interactive discussions 
and hands-on workshops to 
provide participants with 
practical, real-world busi-
ness insights.

Sector-specific sessions 
formed an important 
component of  the MDPs, 
with experts from the Dis-
trict Industries Centres 
(DICs) and the Labour and 
Employment Department 
interacting with partici-
pants to share domain-spe-
cific guidance. In addition, 
field visits to successful 
enterprises were organised 
to provide firsthand expo-
sure to operational best 
practices.

The programmes were 
regularly monitored by 
designated Range and 
Reviewing Officers, who 
interacted with partici-
pants to assess training 
quality and gather feed-
back, ensuring effec-
tive implementation and 
impact. The successful con-
clusion of  the MDPs in 13 
districts reflects JKEDI’s 
continued commitment to 
fostering entrepreneurship 
and building local capacity 
to drive economic growth 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR,

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI PHE 
MECHANICAL DIVISION SRINAGAR

EXTENTION NOTICE
Corrigendum (II) to this office e-NIT NO: JSMDS/e-NIT-22 of 11/2025

Name of Works: Supply, installation, testing and commissioning of Borewell submersible Pumping unit at WSS B&J Hospital.

Due to poor response, the critical dates extended as below.

01. Bid down load end date 19-12-2025 up to 4:00 PM
02. Bid Submission end date 19-12-2025 up to 4:00 PM
03. Date and time of opening of bids 20-12-2025 at 2:00 PM

Rest all the terms and conditions shall remain the same as laid down in the e-NIT No. referred to above
No. JSMDS/CC/3794-97  SD
Dated: 16/12/2025  Executive Engineer,
DIPK-9081-25 Jal Shakti PHE Mechanical 
DT: 18/12/2025 Division, Srinagar

DC B'la Reviews Arrangements 
for R-Day Celebrations

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Deputy 
Commissioner, Baramulla, 
Minga Sherpa, Thursday 
chaired a meeting at the 
Main Meeting Hall of  DC 
office to review the prepa-
ration for the upcoming 
Republic Day-2026 celebra-
tion across Baramulla.

The DC directed all 
concerned departments 
to work in close coordi-
nation to ensure seam-
less arrangements for the 
national event.

The DC issued strict 
instructions for setting up 
awareness stalls highlight-
ing various Government-
sponsored schemes, while 
the DYSSO were tasked 
with organizing a cricket 
match as part of  the cel-
ebrations.

The Chief  Medical 
Officer was instructed to 
organize a medical camp 
during the event. Direc-
tions were also issued to 
concerned departments to 
ensure proper sanitation, 
uninterrupted essential 

services, adequate fire 
and emergency prepared-
ness, and robust security 
arrangements.

Further, the District 
Information Officer was 
directed to ensure proper 
sound system arrange-
ments and comprehen-
sive media coverage of  
the event while ARTO 
Baramulla was instructed 
for ensuring transport for 
the students performing 
during the Republic Day 
function.

For felicitation during 
the celebrations, all 
departments were asked 
to submit nominations of  
employees for exemplary 
performances on or before 
10 January.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner emphasized coor-
dinated efforts among all 
stakeholders to ensure 
successful celebrations of  
Republic Day-2026.

The meeting was 
attended by the officers 
from the civil administra-
tion, police, army, BSF and 
other concerned agencies.

DC B'pora Reviews Preparations 
for 'Prashasan Gaon Ki Or' Week

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Deputy 
Commissioner Bandipora 
Thursday chaired a meet-
ing to review and finalize 
arrangements for the suc-
cessful conduct of  'Pra-
shasan Gaon Ki Or' Week, 
scheduled to commence 
from December 19 across 
the district.

During the meeting, 
the Deputy Commissioner 

directed all departments to 
organize dedicated camps 
at the grassroots level 
during the week, with a 
special focus on redressal 
of  public grievances and 
delivery of  government 
services. Emphasis was 
laid on ensuring maximum 
outreach so that benefits 
reach intended beneficia-
ries in a time-bound and 
transparent manner.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner further directed 
that daily progress reports 
and data on activities con-

ducted shall be submitted 
to the District Level Moni-
toring Committee, headed 
by the Programme Officer, 
ICDS. Departments were 
asked to focus on key per-
formance parameters and 
ensure proper documenta-
tion.

Sub-Divisional Mag-
istrates were directed to 
closely monitor and super-
vise all activities being car-
ried out in their respec-

tive subdivisions, while 
District Heads of  Depart-
ments were instructed to 
ensure smooth functioning 
of  camps and adequate 
deployment of  manpower 
and resources.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner stressed the impor-
tance of  coordinated efforts 
among all departments to 
make Prashasan Gaon Ki 
Or Week impactful and 
result-oriented, with public 
satisfaction and effective 
service delivery as the pri-
mary objectives.

JKEDI hosts Smarter Capital 

Mentorship Program at Pampore
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu & 
Kashmir Entrepreneur-
ship Development Institute 
(JKEDI) on Wednesday 
hosted a Smarter Capital 
Mentorship Programme 
at its main campus, Sem-
pora, Pampore, aimed at 
enabling startups to trans-
form innovative ideas into 
scalable and investment-
ready ventures.

The day-long pro-
gramme brought together 
startups, entrepreneurs 
and ideators for focused 
knowledge-sharing, stra-
tegic discussions and 
one-on-one mentorship 
sessions designed to 
strengthen entrepreneur-
ial decision-making and 
growth planning.

The mentorship was led 
by  Director, One Capital 
Ltd, Khalid Wani, who 
shared valuable insights 
on investment strategies, 
global market trends and 
building high-growth busi-
nesses.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, he underlined 
the fundamentals of  
startup success, stating 
that converting an idea 
into a scalable enterprise 
requires clarity of  vision, 
disciplined execution and 
strategic access to capital. 
He emphasized that men-
torship plays a crucial 
role in bridging the gap 
between entrepreneurial 
potential and performance, 
adding that initiatives like 
Smarter Capital are aimed 
at equipping startups in 

Jammu & Kashmir with 
the tools to compete at a 
global level. He further 
highlighted vision, resil-
ience and adaptability as 
key attributes for entrepre-
neurial success.

The programme fea-
tured interactive sessions 
focused on refining busi-
ness models, addressing 
operational challenges 
and aligning ventures with 
investor expectations.

More than 80 startups, 
aspiring entrepreneurs 
and ideators actively par-
ticipated in discussions, 
strategy workshops and 
personalized mentoring 
interactions.

Participants appreci-
ated the practical orienta-
tion of  the programme that 
helped them sharpen their 

business models and think 
strategically about inves-
tor readiness and global 
scalability.

Organised under the 
Jammu & Kashmir Start-
up Policy 2024–27, the ini-
tiative is part of  JKEDI’s 
broader efforts to nur-
ture a new generation of  
entrepreneurs capable 
of  building sustainable, 
technology-driven enter-
prises that contribute to 
the economic growth of  
the Union Territory.

The programme was 
coordinated by the Centre 
for Innovation, Incuba-
tion and Business Mod-
eling (CIIBM) team, with 
active support from fac-
ulty, ensuring a holistic 
entrepreneurial learning 
experience.

PM Vishwakarma.
DIC Kulgam conducts 
orientation programme on 
'Marketing & Entrepreneurship'

DARS Hosts Workshop on Weed 
Management at Sopore

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA : The Dry-
land Agriculture Research 
Station (DARS), Rangreth, 
organized an Awareness-
cum-Capacity Building 
Programme titled “Impact 
of  Weeds on Agriculture, 
Human Health, and Eco-
systems” at the Faculty 
of  Agriculture, Wadoora, 
Sopore.

The event, conducted 
under the aegis of  the 
Indian Society of  Weed Sci-
ences, Jabalpur, was aimed 
at students and field func-
tionaries of  the faculty.

E x p e r t  s p e a ke r s 
detailed how weeds aggres-
sively compete with crops 
for essential resources 
such as nutrients, water, 
and sunlight. The pro-
gramme also raised 
awareness about the pri-
mary mechanisms through 
which weeds contribute 
to significant reductions 
in crop yield and broader 
ecological damage.

In his address, the Dean 

of  the Faculty of  Agricul-
ture, SKAUST-Kashmir, 
Wadoora, Prof. Shakeel 
Ahmad Mir, stated, “Weeds 
interfere with critical agri-
cultural operations like har-
vesting and irrigation, lead-
ing to yield losses. Effective 
weed management is cru-
cial for supporting farmers 
on a larger scale.”

The session featured 
contributions from sev-
eral prominent figures, 
including Dr. Fayaz Ahmed 
Bahar, Professor-cum-
Chief  Scientist, DARS, 
Budgam; Prof. Bashir 
Ahmad Alie, Head, Divi-
sion of  Agronomy, FOA, 
Wadura; Prof. Moham-
mad Ashraf  Bhat, Asso-
ciate Director Research, 
DARS, Budgam; and Prof. 
Mohammad Anwar Bhat, 
Associate Director Edu-
cation, IE Cell, SKUAST-
Kashmir, Shalimar.

The occasion also saw 
the release of  a relevant 
publication, and certifi-
cates were distributed to 
the participants.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: District Indus-
tries Centre (DIC) Kulgam 
in collaboration with Min-
istry of  MSME, Srinagar  
Thursday conducted an  
awareness cum orientation  
programme on Marketing 
and Entrepreneurship 
under PM Vishwakarma.

Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner Kulgam, Mohd 
Altaf  Khan presided as 
cheif  guest of  programme.

 General Manager, Dis-
trict Industries Centre, 
Kulgam, Dr Bashir Ahmad 
Lone; Assistant Director 
MSME, Saheel Alaqband, 
Prinicpal Polytechnic, Prin-
icipal ITI, Faculty Members 
of  IUST, District CSC Head, 
Representatives from MSME 
Srinagar, Industrial Promo-
tion Officer and other offi-
cials of  DIC Kulgam were 
present in the programme.

General Manager, Dis-

trict Industries Centre, 
Kulgam gave awareness 
on the PM Vishwakarma 
scheme disseminating 
information among tradi-
tional artisans and crafts-
men about the various ben-
efits available under the 
scheme and encouraged 
them to avail the benefits.

Assistant Director, 
MSME, in his inaugural 
address, sensitized partici-
pants about importance of   
marketing and branding of  
the products  made by the 
traditional skilled artisans 
cum craftsmen.

The technical session, 
led by the faculty of  IUST, 
emphasized on Stategies for  
Effective Product Promotion, 
Branding, Packaging, Show-
casing , Social Media Market-
ing and Community Based 
Events and Effective Costing 
, Budgeting and Inventory 
Management for Small Busi-
nesses to upgrade the skills 
of  PM Vishwakarmas.

SMC Organises Health, Wellness Camp
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Reaffirming its 
commitment to employee wel-
fare and preventive healthcare, 
the Srinagar Municipal Corpo-
ration (SMC) organised a com-
prehensive Health and Wellness 
Camp at its Head Office in Karan 
Nagar, in collaboration with 

Noora Hospital, Srinagar.
The camp was inaugurated 

by the Commissioner, SMC, Faz 

Lul Haseeb,  and was attended 
by  Nuzhat Qureshi, Joint Com-
missioner SMC (Administration); 

Suhail ul Islam, Joint Commis-
sioner, along with other senior 
officers of the Corporation.

The camp witnessed enthu-
siastic participation from offi-
cers and staff across various 
wings of SMC, underscoring 
the Corporation’s strong insti-
tutional focus on employee 
well-being.

Awareness programme on 'Prevention of Sexual Harassment of Women' held in Kulgam
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: In compliance with 
the directions of the J&K LSA, 
District Legal Services Author-
ity (DLSA), Kulgam, under the 
Chairmanship of Aijaz Ahmad 

Khan, Chairman District Legal 
Services Authority (Pr. District 
& Sessions Judge) Kulgam, 
organized an awareness pro-
gramme on Prevention of 
Sexual Harassment of Women 
at Workplace Act 2013, at 

South Kash Coaching Centre 
Kulgam, Thursday.

During the event, Deputy 
LADC and Asst. LADCs deliv-
ered lectures on the signifi-
cance of Prevention of Women 
from Sexual Harassment at 

Workplace Act and also pro-
vided detailed information on 
the various schemes introduced 
by NALSA. The programme 
was attended by the DLSA staff, 
LADCS, PLVs, students, and 
teachers of the institution.
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Satish Sharma reviews functioning of 
key departments in Kupwara

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: In continuation 
with the government’s public 
outreach programme, Minister 
for FCS&CA, Transport, Youth 
Services and Sports, IT, Sci-
ence and Technology, Satish 
Sharma, along with  Advisor to 
the Chief  Minister, Nasir Aslam 
Wani Thursday  reviewed the 
progress and performance of  
several departments during a 
meeting  held at  Kupwara.

The meeting was attended 
by MLA Kupwara Mir Moham-
mad Fayaz, MLA Karnah 
Javid Ahmad Mirchal, MLA 
Langate Khurshid Ahmad 
Sheikh, Deputy Commissioner 
Kupwara Shrikant Suse, ADC 
Handwara, RTO Kashmir, 
Joint Director FCS&CA and 
Joint Director Youth Services 
& Sports, Chief  Planning Offi-
cer and other concerned district 
officers.

While reviewing the Food, 
Civil Supplies & Consumer 
Affairs Department, the Min-
ister was informed that a total 
of  6,67,755 beneficiaries have 
been registered under NFSA 
and non-NFSA categories in the 
district. It was further informed 
that 267.81 metric tonnes of  rice 

have currently been stocked 
at the main FCS&CA depot at 
Bumhama. Adequate stock 
of  rice, atta and sugar have 
already been pre-positioned in 
border and snow-bound areas, 
including Karnah, Machil, 
Keran, Budnamal, Jumgund 
and Kumkadi, which are being 
serviced through 170 centres.

The Minister emphasized the 
need to ensure an uninterrupt-
ed supply of  essential commodi-
ties, particularly in snow-bound 
and hard-to-reach areas, so that 
the residents do not face any 
inconvenience during harsh 
weather conditions.

Reviewing the Transport 
Department, the ARTO Kup-
wara apprised the Minister of  
the number of  passenger buses, 
trucks and cabs operating in the 
district. It was informed that 
₹15.91 crore have been real-
ized during the ongoing finan-
cial year 2025–26 through fees, 
taxes, fitness and passenger 
tax. Additionally, ₹5 lakh have 
been disbursed under the Road 
Accident Victim Fund during 
the current year.

Responding to demand of  
public representatives, the 
Minister announced the issu-
ance of  government buses to all 

Assembly Constituencies of  the 
district to facilitate daily com-

muting for the public.
Regarding solarization of  

government buildings, it was 
informed that 398 buildings 

have been solarized so far, 
and smart meters have been 
installed in 17 buildings. Addi-
tionally, 2,798 solar street lights 
have been installed during the 
financial year 2024–25 while 
344 more have been proposed 
for installation in the cur-
rent financial year. It was also 
informed that 13 solar agricul-
ture pumps have been allotted 
in the district, of  which, 10 have 
already been installed. He also 
directed the concerned officers 
to ensure installation of  solar 
lights in all shrines and stadi-
ums of  the district. Meanwhile, 
various solar lights were issued 
on the spot to all 6 constituen-
cies of  the district.

Regarding Hydro Power 
Plants, the Minister stressed 
upon the concerned agencies to 
speed up the execution of  work 
on these projects, which shall 
augment the power scenario in 
the district.

Regarding formulation of  
plans, the Minister enjoined 
upon all the officers to ensure 
utmost coordination with the 
concerned MLAs while making 
plans for different works.

The Minister also reviewed 
the activities of  the Youth Ser-
vices & Sports Department in 

the district.
The Advisor to Chief  Min-

ister, while speaking on the 
occasion, asked the officers to 
work in close synergy with the 
elected representatives while 
formulating and executing the 
government schemes and ini-
tiatives.

Earlier, the Chief  Planning 
Officer Kupwara  presented a 
detailed district profile of  Kup-
wara.

Afterwards, the Minister, 
along with the Advisor to Chief, 
distributed solar lights among 
all the constituencies of  the 
district.

Later, the Minister, along 
with Advisor to Chief  Minister, 
had a field visit  during which 
he inspected Playground of  HSS 
Kupwara and Sports Stadium 
Galizoo.

MLA Kupwara was also pres-
ent on the occasion.

The Minister directed the 
officers to prepare a compre-
hensive DPR for construction 
of  State of  Art Sports facilities 
at these two grounds.

 The Minister met several 
deputations and directed the 
officers to ensure time-bound 
redressal of  all their genuine 
grievances at the earliest.

Global tariffs threaten 
Papier-Mâché livelihoods

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: Ahead of  the 
Christmas festival, arti-
sans in Kashmir known 
for their intricate papier-
mâché craft Thursday said 
that the lingering effects of  
a U.S. tariff  are disrupting 
their livelihoods.

They say increased 
duties and stricter import 
regulations have made 
their handmade goods sig-
nificantly more expensive 
and less competitive in key 
Western markets like the 
United States and Europe, 
squeezing a centuries-old 
cultural industry.

Veteran artist, Haji 
Mohammad Akhtar of  
Zadibal, who has worked 
on papier-mache for over 
four decades along with 
his sons, said the festive 
season this year hasn’t 
brought the usual business 
momentum.

“Work is going on but 
sales are low. Compared 
to last winter, demand 
from outside India, espe-
cially the U.S. and Europe 
has dropped. Freight and 
custom costs have gone up 

sharply,” Akhtar said.
Exporters said that U.S. 

tariff  hikes and stricter 
import rules continue to 
negatively affect small art 
markets—making hand-
made crafts more expen-
sive for overseas buyers.

“These crafts used to be 
regular goods to U.S. and 
European stores, but addi-
tional duties and tighter 
import norms have made 
our handmade work costli-
er overseas,” said another 
artisan.

Mir Arshad Hussain 
of  Bota Kadal who has 
won the top prize at the 
International Fajr Festi-
val of  Handicrafts in Iran, 
echoed similar concerns.

“This art gives Kash-
mir its global identity, yet 
there’s little institutional 
help. Export channels are 
shrinking and younger 
people see no security in 
this work,” he said.

“Despite all odds, we 
keep on working to pre-
serve the legacy of  Kash-
miri art. We are pretty 
optimistic that the trade 
will uptick again,” he 
said—(KNO)

'Hope for new recruitment'

Aspirants welcome LG Sinha’s 
decision to terminate 103 firemen

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Days after 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
government terminated 
the services of  103 fire-
men appointed in the Fire 
and Emergency Services 
(F&ES) Department, a 
group of  aspirants who 
had raised objections to 
the 2020 recruitment pro-
cess welcomed the decision 
here on Thursday.

The government action 
followed the findings of  a 
probe committee which 
concluded that the recruit-
ment process carried out in 
2020 involved serious irreg-
ularities, including alleged 
question paper leakage.

Addressing reporters 
in Srinagar, the aspirants 
said the termination order 
fulfilled assurances given 
to them earlier by Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha 
during a meeting at Lok 
Bhavan.

They said they had sub-
mitted material and repre-
sentations over the years 
pointing to flaws in the 
selection process.

The aspirants said 
the probe committee had 
recorded that paper leak-
age was a major issue in 
the recruitment process.

They added that 
although all evidence had 
not yet been made public, 
the government decision 
reflected acceptance of  the 
findings of  the inquiry.

They credited advocate 
Abhinav Sharma for pur-
suing the matter and bring-
ing the issue into the public 
domain.

They also acknowledged 
the role of  BJP leader 
Ravinder Raina, saying he 
had spoken in support of  
action and called for justice 
for the candidates.

The aspirants said they 
had been raising the issue 
since 2020, when the selec-
tion list was made public, 
and had staged protests in 
Srinagar and Jammu over 
the past several years.

They claimed they were 
meritorious candidates who 
had qualified physical tests 
more than once and that 
their records were available 
with the department.

They alleged that their 
objections were ignored at 
the time the recruitment 
was completed and said 

timely action could have 
prevented the situation.

According to them, a 
total of  692 aspirants were 
affected by the alleged 
irregularities.

The group said they had 
faith in the Lieutenant 
Governor and expressed 
hope that further steps 
would be taken to ensure 
justice and employment 
opportunities for eligible 
candidates.

They also thanked the 
media for coverage of  the 
issue and acknowledged 
the cooperation extended 
by Kothibagh Police during 
their protests.

The aspirants appealed 
to political leaders to sup-
port their demand for 
fair recruitment and said 
their objective was limited 
to securing employment 
through a transparent pro-
cess.(KNS).

Javid Dar calls for vigorous awareness 
campaign on Agri, allied schemes

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for 
Agriculture Production, 
Rural Development, Pan-
chayati Raj, Cooperative 
and Election Department, 
Javid Ahmad Dar, Thurs-
day addressed the Multi-
Stakeholder Platform 
Meet–2 under the Jammu 
& Kashmir Comprehen-
sive Agricultural Develop-
ment Programme (JKCIP/
HADP) at Kisan Kendra, 
Talab Tillo, Jammu.

The Minister highlighted 

the importance of such plat-
forms in bringing together 
the farmers, FPOs, govern-
ment departments, agri-
entrepreneurs, financial 
institutions, researchers 
and civil society to col-
lectively work for growth 
of  agriculture and allied 
sectors. He reiterated that 

agriculture remains the 
backbone of  Jammu & 
Kashmir’s economy and 
stressed the need to empow-
er the farmers for sustain-
able regional development.

 He emphasized the 
launching of  a vigorous 
awareness campaign on 
agriculture and allied 
sector schemes to ensure 
maximum outreach and 
benefits to the farming 
community. He under-
lined the need to promote 
market-driven production, 
strengthen market link-

ages, reduce dependency 
on middlemen, encourage 
public-private partner-
ships and foster inclusive 
decision-making involving 
small and marginal farm-
ers, women and youth.

The Minister also called 
for replication of  success-
ful innovations and tech-

nologies in agriculture and 
horticulture, stating that 
the goal is to transform the 
traditional farming into a 
modern, income-oriented 
and market-driven system.

Later, the Minister vis-
ited the Rural Development 
Department Jammu, inter-
acted with the officials and 
reviewed the progress of  
ongoing developmental 
works in Jammu division.

The event was attended 
by the Mission Director 
JKCIP/HADP, Directors 
of  Agriculture,

Horticulture and Animal 
Husbandry, MD JK AGRO, 
experts from SKUAST-J 
and Universities, represen-
tatives of  financial institu-
tions including J&K Bank 
and PNB, members of  the 
Kissan Advisory Board, 
farmers, FPOs and budding 
entrepreneurs.

Farooq Shah chairs meeting of Committee on Petitions

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: A meeting of  the 
Committee on Petitions 
held here Thursday under 
the Chairmanship of  MLA, 
Pirzada Farooq  Shah to 
review the petitions referred 
to the Committee.

Legislators, Salman 
Sagar, Mushtaq Guroo and 
Vijay Kumar were also pres-
ent in the meeting.

Threadbare discus-
sions were held on various 
issues related to widespread 
adulteration of  essential 
food commodities within 
Jammu & Kashmir besides 
encroachment and ille-
gal distribution of  land in 

Khimber, Tehsil Hazratbal, 
Srinagar and action being 
taken by the concerned 
authorities as highlighted 
in the petition.

The Chairman high-
lighted the objectives of  the 
Committee and sought coop-
eration from the concerned 
departments to discuss and 
resolve all pending issues 
through petitions lying 
before the Committee on 
priority basis.

The concerned officers 
from Food Safety and Rev-
enue departments briefed 
the Committee about the 
present status and action 
taken by the authorities on 
the  petition.

The Committee direct-
ed the concerned officers 
to take stringent action 
against those involving in 
adulteration in essential 
food commodities in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The Committee also 
sought detailed report 
regarding various aspects 
of  petitions for scrutiny by 
the Committee so that the 
required steps could be 
taken accordingly.

The Members of  the 
Committee gave their 
valuable suggestions and 
stressed resolution of  the 
public interest issues trans-
parently and effectively by 
the Committee.

Crime Branch files charge sheet against 
two in fake govt job scam case

IANS

SRINAGAR: The Crime 
Branch of  J&amp;K Police 
has submitted a charge 
sheet against two accused 
in the fake government job 
scam case, officials said on 
Thursday.

A statement by the Crime 
Branch Kashmir said, “The 
Economic Offences Wing 
(EOW) Kashmir of  Crime 
Branch Kashmir has filed 
a charge sheet in FIR No. 
08/2024 under Sections 420 
and 120-B IPC against two 
accused persons in connec-
tion with a cheating and con-
spiracy case involving a fake 
promise of  a government job. 
The charge sheet has been 
presented before the Hon’ble 
Court of  the Chief  Judicial 
Magistrate, Budgam, for judi-
cial determination."

The case owes its origin 
to a written complaint alleg-

ing that Ishrat Bano, daugh-
ter of  Mohd Ayoub Bhat, a 
resident of  Zirhama, Dis-
trict Kupwara, dishonestly 
induced the complainant 
to part with a sum of  Rs 
11,00,000 on the false pre-
text that her husband would 
arrange a government job 
for him.

“Acting on this assur-
ance, the complainant 
transferred the said amount 
into a bank account. Despite 
repeated assurances, nei-
ther was any government 
job arranged nor was the 
money returned," the state-
ment said.

Upon receipt of  the com-
plaint, a detailed probe was 
initiated by the Economic 
Offences Wing, Kashmir. 
During the investigation, it 
surfaced that the amount 
was credited into the bank 
account of  accused Gulzar 
Ahmad Wani alias Shahid, 

son of  Shamas Din Wani, a 
resident of  Zirhama/Lider-
wan, District Kupwara.

The probe further 
revealed that there existed 
no husband-wife relation-
ship between the accused 
Gulzar Ahmad Wani alias 
Shahid and Ishrat Bano, 
exposing the conspiracy and 
fraudulent intent behind the 
transaction.

“The investigation estab-
lished prima facie involve-
ment of  both accused in acts 
of  cheating and criminal 
conspiracy. Consequently, 
the case was registered at 
Police Station EOW Kash-
mir (Crime Branch Kash-
mir) and, after completion 
of  the investigation, the 
allegations were found to 
be proved. Accordingly, the 
charge sheet has been sub-
mitted before the competent 
court for judicial adjudica-
tion,” the statement added.

PMAY-U houses Crosses 
45,000 Mark in J&K: Govt

RAJA SYED RATHER

SRINAGAR: More than 
45,000 houses have been sanc-
tioned under the Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana–Urban 
(PMAY-U) and PMAY-U 2.0 in 
Jammu and Kashmir, the gov-
ernment of  India informed 
the Lok Sabha on Thursday. 
It added that Ladakh has 
received approval for more 
than 1,400 houses under the 
scheme.

In a written reply to the 
Lok Sabha, the Ministry of  
State for Housing and Urban 
Affairs, Tokhan Sahu said, 
that out of 45, 112 sactioned 
houses, 34, 453 houses have 
been completed and occupied. 
While in Ladakh, 1,434 houses 
have been approved, and 934 
houses stand completed and 
occupied.

Housing and urban devel-
opment are State and UT 
subjects, and the implemen-

tation of  schemes such as 
PMAY-U, AMRUT, Swachh 
Bharat Mission–Urban and 
PM e-Bus Sewa is carried out 
by the respective UT admin-
istrations with financial and 
technical support from the 
Centre, said the Ministry.

It was informed that 
PMAY-U scheme, which was 
launched in 2015 to provide 
all-weather pucca houses 
with basic civic amenities to 
eligible urban beneficiaries 
and the deadline for comple-
tion has been extended till 
December 31, 2025.

Based on the experience 
gained from PMAY-U, the 
Centre launched PMAY-U 2.0 in 
September 2024 to extend hous-
ing support to an additional one 
crore beneficiaries across the 
country over the next five years. 
This scheme also includes slum 
dwellers and adds a dedicated 
Affordable Rental Housing com-
ponent.—(KNO)
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com

Editor, Owner, Printer, Publisher 
Javed Ashraf Shah

Associate Editors
Mir Suhail 

Sulaiman Muhammed Shah

Legal Advisor 

Bashir Sidiq

Bureau Chief  Jammu: 

Harbans Nagokay

R.N.I No: JKENG/2010/36998

Regd No: 109555

Office  No: 0194-3593724
Email: 

goodmorningkashmir@gmail.com

Office Address: 

B-11, Budshah Flats, Jehangir 

Chowk, Srinagar-190001

Printed at:
Khidmat Offset Printing 

Press, The Bund, Srinagar
Published From: 

Main Bus Stand, Near Masjid Rehmat, 
Lal Bazar, Srinagar - 190023

Layout Designer
Aijaz Ahmad Dar

www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

EDITORIAL

     Jashn-e-Chilla-i-Kalan

Answer To Reviving 
Warmth, Heritage?

A
s Kashmir prepares to enter Chilla-
i-Kalan,the most unforgiving 40 days 
of winter beginning December 21, the 
Valley once again turns to its cultural 
anchors for warmth and meaning. The 

Department of Handicrafts and Handloom’s initiative 
to organise Jashn-e-Chilla-i-Kalan, coinciding with 
Pheran Day, is undoubtedly well-intentioned and 
symbolically rich. Yet the larger question remains: 
can a two-day celebration truly revive the warmth, 
heritage and resilience it seeks to showcase?

Held on December 20 and 21 at Kashmir Haat, 
the event positions itself as a tribute to the Val-
ley’s enduring relationship with craft, climate 
and culture. By foregrounding traditional Zari 
(tilla) and Aari embroidery, art forms historically 
inseparable from the Pheran, the festival rightly 
reminds us that in Kashmir, warmth has never 
been merely functional; it has always been an 
expression of refined artistry. On the surface, 
the initiative appears to stitch together winter 
survival with cultural pride.

The inclusion of master artisans from across the 
Valley, live demonstrations and direct interaction 
with visitors is another welcome step. In an age 
where machine-made replicas flood markets and 
genuine craftsmanship is increasingly marginalised, 
such visibility does restore a measure of dignity 
to artisans. Hand-embroidered Pherans, Pashmina 
shawls and winter garments displayed at the venue 
assert that Kashmiri craft is not a museum piece but 
a living, breathing tradition shaped by patience, skill 
and generational knowledge.

However, symbolism alone cannot be mistaken 
for solution. Kashmir’s artisans are not strug-
gling due to lack of festivals; they are struggling 
because of shrinking markets, exploitative mid-
dlemen, declining purchasing power and inad-
equate institutional support. A two-day event, 
however vibrant, risks becoming a seasonal 
spectacle unless it is followed by year-round 
policy intervention. Celebrating resilience with-
out addressing economic precarity borders on 
romanticising hardship.

Jashn-e-Chilla-i-Kalan also raises an uncom-
fortable question: is the state content with 
showcasing heritage, or is it prepared to protect 
it? Fair pricing, assured procurement, modern 
marketing channels, export facilitation and 
social security for artisans remain largely absent 
from the conversation. Without these, heritage 
is reduced to a decorative backdrop, admired 
briefly and forgotten once the stalls come down.

     Beyond Textbooks

How NEP 2020 Is Building India’s New Generation 

DR. BROTATI CHAKRABORTY

I
ndia stands at a defining moment in 
its educational journey. The National 
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is not 
merely a reform document; it is a 
blueprint for reshaping the nation’s 

human capital for the next three decades. At 
the heart of  this transformation lies one bold 
idea: education must shift from memorisa-
tion to mastery, from marks to skills, from 
conformity to creativity. For the first time, 
India is imagining a system where every 
learner becomes a confident, competent, and 
self-reliant individual equipped to thrive in 
a rapidly changing world.

“India will not rise on information 
alone; it will rise on the skills, creativ-
ity, and confidence we nurture in every 
child.”

NEP 2020 redefines learning for the 21st 
century, recognising that the knowledge 
economy demands far more than theoretical 
understanding. The policy emphasises that 
children must learn not only what to learn, 
but how to learn, why to learn, and how to 
apply what they learn. This shift marks a 
powerful transformation: learning becomes 
meaningful only when students can connect 
concepts to real-life situations, solve authen-
tic problems, and express their ideas with 
clarity and confidence.

Why Skill Education, Why Now?
The world of  work is changing at 

unprecedented speed. The World Economic 
Forum’s Future of  Jobs Report (2024) states 
that nearly 40 percent of  today’s skills will 
be irrelevant within five years. Automation, 
artificial intelligence, and digital disruption 
are reshaping every industry. New careers 
are emerging, traditional jobs are evolving, 
and employers are prioritising skills over 
degrees.

India, with one of  the largest youth popu-
lations globally, cannot afford to prepare 
students for yesterday’s world. NEP 2020 
recognises this urgency and seeks to build 
future-ready citizens who can innovate, lead, 
and solve complex problems. Skill educa-
tion bridges the gap between the classroom 
and the contemporary world, ensuring that 
students learn by doing, thinking, exploring, 
collaborating, and creating.

A Transformative Blueprint of Skills 
Under NEP 2020

1. Holistic and Multidisciplinary 
Learning

NEP 2020 breaks down the rigid bound-
aries between arts, science, commerce, and 
vocational education. By encouraging stu-
dents to explore multiple disciplines, the 
policy promotes versatility- a key attribute 
in the modern workforce. A student of  
physics can learn classical dance; an artist 
can learn coding; a commerce student can 
pursue environmental science. Such free-
dom fosters creativity, critical thinking, and 
problem-solving.

2. Vocational Education for Every 
Child

One of  the most revolutionary aspects 
of  NEP 2020 is the integration of  voca-
tional education from Grade 6. Students 
are exposed to practical skills such as gar-
dening, carpentry, electrical work, digital 
design, coding, financial literacy, and local 
crafts. This exposure nurtures dignity of  
labour and builds hands-on competence. By 
2025, NEP aims for 50 percent of  learners to 
have vocational exposure- an unprecedented 
national target.

3. 21st Century Skills as the New 
Foundation

NEP aligns the Indian education system 
with global standards by emphasising essen-
tial future skills:
• Critical thinking
• Communication skills
• Creativity
• Digital literacy
• Computational thinking
• Collaboration
• Problem-solving
• Emotional intelligence

These are now being integrated into 
teaching practices, curriculum design, and 
assessment methods across schools.

4. Experiential Learning as Core 
Pedagogy

NEP transforms classrooms into active 
spaces of  engagement rather than passive 
spaces of  lecturing. It promotes:

• Project-based learning
• Art-integrated learning
• Sports-integrated education
• Role plays and simulations
• Inquiry-based learning
• Hands-on experiments
• Community-based projects

Children actively construct knowledge 
rather than simply receiving it.

5. Technology-Enabled Skill Develop-
ment

NEP embraces technology as an essential 
ally in personalised learning. Digital librar-
ies, virtual labs, coding modules, adaptive 
assessments, AI-led personalised platforms, 
and blended learning opportunities democ-
ratise education for students across urban 
and rural India. Technology is no longer an 
add-on; it is a scaffold that supports learning 
at every stage.

6. Entrepreneurial Mindset and Inno-
vation

India’s economic future depends on 
young innovators and entrepreneurs. NEP 
2020 encourages entrepreneurship through:
• Innovation labs
• School start-up clubs
• Financial literacy modules
• Business simulation exercises
• Idea competitions
• Design-thinking workshops

Students learn risk-taking, creativ-
ity, teamwork, and decision-making- skills 
essential for entrepreneurship and leader-
ship in the future job market.

Teachers: The Real Drivers of Skill 
Education

No policy can succeed without empow-
ered teachers. NEP 2020 transforms the 
teacher’s role from a knowledge-deliverer to:
• Mentor
• Facilitator
• Innovator
• Skill coach
• Emotional guide

Continuous professional development, 
exposure to digital tools, and training in 21st-
century pedagogy ensure that teachers are 
prepared to nurture students in this new 
educational landscape.

A skilled teacher does not just teach a 
subject; they build the learner’s confidence, 
character, and creativity.

Skill Education as a Social Equaliser
NEP 2020 seeks to make education equi-

table by offering every learner—regardless 
of  region, gender, ability, or socioeconomic 
background- access to relevant skills. This 
vision promotes:
• Social mobility
• Economic empowerment
• Dignity of labour
• Inclusivity
• Reduced dropout rates

Girls gain access to coding, robotics, and 
STEM pathways. Rural children engage with 
digital modules and hands-on learning. Stu-
dents with disabilities receive customised 
learning resources. Skill education thus 
becomes a tool for building a more equitable 
India.

Preparing India’s Youth for a Global 
Future

If  implemented with dedication, NEP 2020 
can position India as a leading knowledge 
economy. Skilled learners become:
• Creative innovators
• Resilient workers
• Thoughtful citizens
• Ethical leaders
• Responsible entrepreneurs

As industries seek adaptable, emotion-
ally intelligent, and digitally fluent individu-
als, India's re-envisioned curriculum can 
provide the world with a new generation of  
thinkers and doers.

Conclusion: A New Indian Classroom 
Is Taking Shape
NEP 2020 is more than a policy- it is a 
promise.
A promise to move beyond rote learning.
A promise to nurture skills, not just 
scores.
A promise to create confident, indepen-
dent, future-ready citizens.
A promise to build a generation that 
does not wait for the future- they shape 
it.

India’s real transformation will not come 
from textbooks alone but from classrooms 
that encourage exploration, creation, col-
laboration, and innovation. When we trust 
children with the freedom to think and the 
skills to build, we prepare them not just for 
tests but for life.

Author is Assistant Professor, School of  
Education. She can be mailed at brotati.21@

gmail.com

How Women Are Leading Bharat’s Education Revolution
Why Women-Led Education Is Shaping The Future Of Bharat

DR DEEBA

W
omen-led develop-
ment in education 
is a lived reality 
unfolding quietly 
across classrooms, 

villages, towns, and universities. 
From early childhood centres to 
higher education institutions, 
women are shaping how India 
learns, thinks, and prepares for 
the future. Education has become 
one of  the strongest spaces where 
women’s leadership is transform-
ing society from the ground up. For 
generations, Indian women have 
been the backbone of  teaching. In 
primary schools especially, women 
teachers form the majority. They 
are often the first link between a 
child and formal education. Their 
presence makes schools feel safe, 
caring, and familiar, especially for 
young girls whose families worry 
about sending them outside the 
home. This trust is the foundation 
on which education stands. Women 
teachers do much more than teach 
lessons. They understand family 
realities, health issues, and social 
pressures that children face. When a 
girl misses school due to household 
work, early marriage pressure, or 
safety concerns, it is often a woman 
teacher who notices first and speaks 
to the family. This human connec-
tion keeps thousands of  girls in 
school every year.

Women-led development in 
education in Bharat is the result 
of  years of  deliberate govern-
ment focus on inclusion, access, 
and empowerment. Education has 
been identified as the most power-
ful tool for social transformation, 
and within this vision, women 
have been placed at the centre—as 
students, teachers, leaders, and 
nation-builders. This approach 
recognises that when women rise 

through education, entire families 
and communities rise with them. 
To begin this transformation, the 
government focused on the most 
basic but critical issue: access to 
education for girls. For decades, 
many girls remained out of  school 
due to poverty, social bias, or lack 
of  nearby institutions. Government 
programmes addressed this gap by 
expanding school networks, espe-
cially in rural, tribal, and border 
areas, ensuring that distance and 
safety no longer stopped girls from 
learning.

Building schools alone was not 
enough, so the government worked 
to change social attitudes. The Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao initiative linked 
the education of  girls with national 
development and dignity. By com-
bining awareness campaigns with 
enrolment drives, the programme 
helped families understand that 
educating daughters is not a burden 
but a strength for society and the 
nation.

As enrolment increased, reten-
tion became the next challenge. The 
government recognised that many 
girls dropped out during upper 
primary and secondary stages due 
to safety concerns and household 
pressures. To address this, residen-
tial schooling models like Kasturba 
Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas were 
strengthened. These institutions 
provided not just education but also 
security, nutrition, and confidence, 
allowing girls to continue learning 
without fear or interruption. Par-
allel to student-focused initiatives, 
the government invested heavily in 
women as educators. Large-scale 
recruitment of  women teachers 
ensured that classrooms became 
more inclusive and sensitive spaces. 
Women teachers brought empathy, 
discipline, and trust into schools, 
especially in conservative regions 
where parents were more comfort-
able sending daughters to women-
led classrooms.

Once women entered teaching in 
large numbers, attention shifted to 
improving their professional capac-
ity. Government-led teacher train-
ing programmes focused on modern 
pedagogy, child psychology, and 

inclusive teaching practices. These 
initiatives empowered women 
teachers to move beyond rote 
learning and adopt student-centred 
methods that benefit all learners, 
particularly girls. Infrastructure 
development further strengthened 
this ecosystem. The government 
prioritised separate toilets for girls, 
clean drinking water, and hygienic 
school environments. These seem-
ingly simple steps played a crucial 
role in reducing absenteeism and 
dropout rates among adolescent 
girls, making schools places of  dig-
nity rather than discomfort.

Financial support became anoth-
er important pillar. Scholarships, 
free textbooks, uniforms, and bicy-
cles were provided to girls from eco-
nomically weaker sections. These 
measures reduced the financial 
pressure on families and reinforced 
the message that the state stands 
behind the education of  every girl 
child. The National Education 
Policy 2020 gave a long-term vision 
to these efforts. By explicitly empha-
sising gender equity and women’s 
participation in leadership, NEP 
created a framework where women-
led development in education could 
grow sustainably. It acknowledged 
that women must not only teach but 
also shape educational institutions 
and policies. Digital education ini-
tiatives launched by the government 
further expanded women’s role in 
education. Platforms like DIKSHA 
enabled women teachers to access 
training, share resources, and reach 
students beyond physical class-
rooms. During times of  disruption, 

women educators played a key role 
in keeping learning alive through 
digital means.

Higher education also saw 
focused intervention. Policies 
encouraging women’s enrolment in 
universities, professional courses, 
and research programmes helped 
narrow gender gaps. Hostels, fel-
lowships, and safety measures 
made campuses more accessible to 
women from diverse backgrounds. 
Government-funded fellowships 
and research grants supported 
women scholars in pursuing 
advanced studies.This investment 
helped build a strong base of women 
academics who contribute to knowl-
edge creation, policy research, and 
teaching at higher levels, strength-
ening women’s leadership in intel-
lectual spaces. Skill development 
was carefully linked with education 
to ensure economic empowerment. 
Government-backed vocational and 
skill programmes allowed women 
students to gain practical abilities 
alongside formal education. This 
connection between learning and 
livelihood gave education real mean-
ing for women and their families. At 
the community level, the govern-
ment encouraged women-led self-
help groups and local organisations 
to support education initiatives. 
These groups played an important 
role in adult literacy, early child-
hood education, and school enrol-
ment campaigns, extending the 
reach of formal education systems.

Education policies worked along-
side social protection measures to 
create safer environments for learn-

ing. Monitoring systems introduced 
by the government strengthened 
accountability. Gender-disaggregat-
ed data allowed policymakers and 
administrators to track enrolment, 
attendance, and dropouts among 
girls. This data-driven approach 
helped target interventions where 
they were needed most. As systems 
matured, women began occupying 
more leadership positions within 
education administration. Women 
principals, block officers, and edu-
cation planners brought participa-
tory governance and community 
engagement into decision-making, 
improving school management and 
trust. Inclusive education policies 
ensured that women from minor-
ity, tribal, and marginalised com-
munities were not left behind. Spe-
cial hostels, language support, and 
scholarships allowed education to 
reach those who had been histori-
cally excluded, making women-led 
development truly inclusive. Public 
campaigns and government mes-
saging continued to reinforce the 
value of  women’s education. By 
consistently presenting educated 
women as contributors to national 
growth, the state helped reshape 
cultural attitudes and social expec-
tations.

Today, women-led development 
in education stands as a visible out-
come of sustained government com-
mitment. Women teachers, scholars, 
administrators, and students are 
not exceptions but a growing norm 
across Bharat’s education system.
The government’s role in advancing 
women-led development in educa-
tion has been comprehensive and 
purposeful. By improving access, 
ensuring dignity, providing finan-
cial support, enabling leadership, 
and shaping inclusive policies, the 
state has created an environment 
where women can lead education 
confidently. When women lead 
education, they nurture minds, 
strengthen society, and secure 
Bharat’s future.

(Author is ICSSR Post Doctoral 
Fellow at Jamia Millia Islamia, 
New Delhi. She can be mailed at 

deebaoffice@gmail.com )
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Gurez – An Epitome Of Stunning Beauty

RAYEES AHMAD KUMAR

K
ashmir, the paradise on 
earth, is famous for its 
pleasant climate and 
stunning natural beauty. 
Snow-capped lofty peaks, 

crystal-clear waters, and mesmerising 
green meadows add immensely to its 
charm and breathtaking landscapes. 
Besides these features, the valley is 
also known for its many mountain 
passes: Sinthan Top leading to Kisht-
war, Zojila opening towards Ladakh, 
Sadhna Top leading to Karnah Valley, 
and Z-Gali connecting to Machil 
Valley of  Kupwara district. In Ban-
dipora district, famous for ilm, adab, 
and aab, the renowned Razdan Pass 
serves as the gateway to the enchant-
ing Gurez Valley. 

Gurez, one of  the three Legislative 
Assembly segments of  Bandipora 
district, comprises the two tehsils of  
Tulail and Gurez. I had never visit-
ed this valley before, but last week I 
finally decided to explore this stun-
ningly beautiful region, surrounded 
on all sides by towering mountains. 
I left my Ganderbal residence early 
in the morning and reached Sumbal, 
from where I boarded a Sumo bound 
for Bandipora. Upon reaching Ban-
dipora, I refreshed myself  with a few 
sips of  hot tea at a local hotel and then 
took my middle seat in the Sumo head-
ing toward Dawar, the main town of  
Gurez. Within an hour, we reached the 
first halt station, Tragbal, the main 
headquarters of  the Border Security 
Forces responsible for handling secu-
rity-related matters on the Bandipora-
Gurez road. 

We were not permitted to proceed 

further, as the road had become slip-
pery at multiple locations due to 
freezing snow accumulated after the 
higher reaches received the season’s 
first snowfall. We were made to wait 
until 1:30 p.m., after which we were 
allowed to proceed following rigor-
ous security checks. Passing through 
zigzag curves along an extremely fas-
cinating yet frightening route gave 
me a completely new experience, as 
I had never travelled on such danger-
ous roads before. At every curve and 
blind turn on this prestigious road, 
one could read warning lines writ-
ten on signboards advising drivers to 
limit speed, remain extra cautious, 
and avoid reckless driving.

 The mountainous terrain beyond 

Tragbal was completely shrouded in 
a silvery blanket of  a few inches of  
snow. Traffic on the road was sparse, 
as very few vehicles ply during 
November and December due to the 
extremely frosty and chilly condi-
tions. I took out my phone and clicked 
several photographs, and through 
videography preserved the fascinat-
ing scenes and breathtaking sights. 
Another point close to Gurez Valley 
where our identities were checked was 
the famous TCP Kanzalwan. Moving a 
few kilometres ahead, I witnessed the 
first habitable location, Koragbal, on 
this historical route. A small colony 
of  about forty to fifty homes, one won-
ders how the residents manage to live 
in harmony with nature, far away 

from the hustle and bustle of  densely 
populated areas. 

One of  the most fascinating sights 
during the journey was the Kishan-
ganga Power Project and its mighty 
dam, majestically built between two 
lofty mountains. After crossing a 
couple of  other habitable villages, 
I finally reached Dawar, the main 
administrative centre of  Gurez Valley, 
at about 4:30 p.m. Immediately after 
disembarking from the vehicle, the 
chilling gusts of  icy wind forced me 
to search for a comfortable room for 
a safe night’s stay, as the tempera-
ture at that time had dropped to –9°C. 
The Sumo driver, a local resident of  
Mintrigam village, kindly helped me 
arrange a decent room. I took hot sips 

of  tea at a nearby stall and requested 
the same driver to show me some 
beautiful and historical places in the 
main Gurez Valley. 

We visited the Shina Cultural 
Centre, Wanpora village, and a few 
other places of  interest. By evening, 
we returned, and I took some rest in 
the rented room. After having dinner 
at a local hotel, I retired to bed early. 
By 9 p.m. on 12-11-2025, the tempera-
ture had plunged to –14°C. The next 
morning, when I woke up, the water 
taps refused to flow, as the bone-chill-
ing cold had frozen them completely. 
With great difficulty, I managed to per-
form ablution and offered the dawn 
prayers. At 10:30 a.m., I boarded a 
Sumo heading towards Bandipora to 
return to my workplace, and by 3:30 
p.m., I was back in Bandipora. 

On our return journey, the passen-
gers requested a short halt at Tragbal 
to have tea. Indeed, it was a wonder-
ful and memorable trip, one that I 
will cherish for years to come, as the 
route passes through some of  the most 
naturally untouched and breathtak-
ingly beautiful places. Gurez a remote 
valley in the Kashmir Himalayas, is 
86 kilometres from the district head-
quarters, Bandipora, situated at 2400 
metres above sea level and surrounded 
by snow-capped mountains. Its inhab-
itants, often called Dards, speak the 
Shina language and have their ances-
tral connections with the Gilgit Valley. 
The pyramid-shaped mountain peak 
in Gurez is named after 16th-century 
poetess Habba Khatoon – the Nightin-
gale of  Kashmir. 

It is believed that when Yousuf  
Shah Chal was imprisoned by Mughal 
Emperor Akbar, his wife Habba Kha-
toon was looking for him near the 
peak. He too belonged to the Dard 
tribe of  Gilgit. The roar of  the mighty 
Kishanganga River and the log wood 
houses make Gurez truly an epitome 
of  beauty that lulls a visitor to a sound 
sleep.

The author can be mailed at ray-
eeskumar31@gmail.com

Rising Anti-Semitic Violence In Australia

DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

A
ustralia has long been 
viewed as a multicultural 
democracy, where diverse 
religious, racial, and cul-
tural communities have 

experienced relatively peaceful coex-
istence. The Jewish community has 
also been a strong and respected part 
of  this social fabric. However, in recent 
years, particularly since 2023, the 
increase in targeted violence against 
Jewish institutions, synagogues, and 
individuals has seriously challenged 
this perception. Incidents of  arson, 
hate graffiti, threats, and attacks are 
not merely criminal acts, but also 
expose deeper layers of  growing polar-
ization, intolerance, and insecurity 
in Australian society. Therefore, it is 
natural to question why anti-Semitic 
violence is increasing and how the 
state can balance civil liberties while 
ensuring internal security.

To understand the rise of  anti-
Semitic violence, it is first necessary 
to consider the global geopolitical 
context. International events like the 
Israel-Gaza conflict are no longer con-
fined to West Asia. Thanks to digital 
media and global information flows, 
their impact reaches distant societies 
instantly. In Australia, this conflict 
has also led to emotional polarization, 
where criticism of  foreign policy or 
military actions often turns into col-
lective blame for the Jewish commu-
nity. This blurring of  the line between 
political disagreement and religious-
ethnic identity provides ideological 
legitimacy to anti-Semitic violence.

Additionally, the spread of  extrem-
ist ideologies has emerged as a seri-
ous factor. Right-wing extremism, 
white supremacist thinking, and 
certain radical networks have long 
linked Jews to conspiracy theories. 
The spread of  these ideas has become 
faster and more widespread in the 
digital age. Social media platforms, 
encrypted messaging apps, and online 
forums create echo chambers where 

hate is presented as normal behavior. 
When individuals repeatedly see the 
same inflammatory content, violence 
gradually becomes portrayed as a 
legitimate and necessary response.

Disinformation and conspiracy 
theories also play a significant role 
in fueling anti-Semitic violence. His-
torically, there has been a tendency 
to blame Jews for economic crises, 
pandemics, and political instability. 
In modern times, this trend has taken 
on a new form through social media. 
The COVID-19 pandemic, the global 
economic recession, or complexities 
related to international financial 
institutions are often attributed to the 
Jewish community. When repeated, 
these false narratives gain a foothold 
in the social consciousness and create 
a psychological basis for violence.

Certain structural weaknesses 
in the internal security framework 
also exacerbate this problem. Recent 
events have raised questions about 
the effectiveness of  the arms licensing 

system, mental health assessments, 
and intelligence monitoring. If  signs 
of  potential violent tendencies are not 
identified in time, so-called "lone wolf" 
attacks can cause serious harm. This 
is not just a failure of  the police, but 
a challenge to preventive governance, 
where anticipating risks and timely 
intervention are essential.

Under these circumstances, the 
most pressing challenge facing the 
state is to maintain a balance between 
internal security and democratic free-
doms. Security in a democratic soci-
ety cannot simply mean strict laws 
and surveillance. The state's primary 
responsibility is to uphold the rule of  
law, which includes prompt and effec-
tive action against hate crimes. Strong 
prosecution and punishment of  cases 
of  anti-Semitic violence are essential 
to send a clear message that hatred 
and violence have no place in soci-
ety. Furthermore, providing justice 
and support to victims is essential to 
rebuilding trust.

Intelligence coordination is the 
backbone of  internal security. Delays 
or inconsistencies in information 
sharing between federal and state 
agencies can lead to potential threats 
being overlooked. Monitoring online 
radicalization, analyzing suspicious 
activity, and timely intervention—all 
these measures are essential. But this 
surveillance must be targeted and 
proportionate. Indiscriminate sur-
veillance not only violates citizens' 
privacy but can also breed distrust in 
democratic institutions.

Governance of  the digital space 
has become an essential component 
of  internal security. Curbing anti-
Semitic violence is difficult without 
controlling online hate speech and dis-
information. Platform accountability, 
transparent regulations, and prompt 
action mechanisms are essential. Fur-
thermore, it is essential to ensure that 
legitimate political dissent and peace-
ful protest are not suppressed. Free-
dom of  expression is fundamental to 

democracy, and security measures 
should not undermine it.

Community engagement is an 
important, yet often overlooked, 
aspect of  internal security. Faith-
based dialogue with the Jewish com-
munity and other minorities makes 
security efforts more effective. When 
communities feel like partners with 
the state, they play an active role in 
reporting suspicious activities and 
countering radical influences. The 
involvement of  community leaders, 
grievance redressal mechanisms, and 
victim support services strengthen 
social cohesion.

Education and public discourse 
are key to long-term solutions. Anti-
Semitic violence is rooted not only 
in current political events but also in 
historical prejudices. Holocaust edu-
cation, multicultural curricula, and 
interfaith dialogue can build social 
immunity against hatred. The media 
also plays a crucial role. Responsible 
reporting, fact-checking, and avoiding 
inflammatory language can reduce 
social tensions.

The state's response to anti-Semitic 
violence also poses a test of  Austra-
lia's democratic values. If  security 
measures begin to stigmatize particu-
lar communities or become a means 
of  suppressing dissent, they can 
themselves become part of  the prob-
lem. Therefore, a rights-based secu-
rity approach is essential, in which 
security and freedom are considered 
complementary. Clearly distinguish-
ing between criticism of  foreign policy 
and anti-Semitic hatred is central to 
this balance.

Ultimately, the rise in anti-Semit-
ic violence in Australia is not just a 
law and order issue, but also a social 
warning. It shows how global polar-
ization, digital disinformation, and 
internal vulnerabilities can combine 
to destabilize democratic societies. 
The solution lies neither in strict 
laws nor in blanket leniency, but in a 
balanced, rights-based, and commu-
nity-centered strategy. Only through 
targeted policing, integrated intelli-
gence, responsible digital regulation, 
and social dialogue can hate crimes 
be effectively combated. Only when 
minority protections and democratic 
freedoms reinforce each other can 
multicultural democracies become 
truly secure and sustainable.

The author can be mailed at kavi-
taniketan333@gmail.com
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NIA Arrests Ninth
accused persons in the case, including 

Dr Umar Nabi (the deceased perpetrator of  
the bombing) as well as Mufti Irfan.

Working closely with various central and 
state agencies, NIA continues to move with 
alacrity to unravel the complete conspira-
cy behind the terror attack.

Earlier this month, the agency conducted 
extensive searches at the premises of  sev-
eral accused and suspects in J&K and Uttar 
Pradesh and seized various digital devices 
and other incriminating materials.

These were preceded by similar searches 
at the premises of  the prime accused, Dr 
Muzammil Shakeel Gania and Dr Shaheen 
Saeed, in the Al Falah University complex 
and other places in Faridabad (Haryana).

Notably, on December 9, the NIA arrested 
the eighth accused, Dr Bilal Naseer Malla 
of  Baramulla.

A white collar terror module operated 
by local doctors was busted by J&amp;K 
Police and Haryana Police in the Faridabad 
area.

This led to the arrest of  two conspirators, 
Dr Adil Rather and Dr Muzammil Ganai, 
while the third conspirator, Dr Umar Nabi, 
evaded arrest.

Dr Umar Nabi carried out the blast of  
his explosive-laden car near the Red Fort, 
in which the bomber was killed, while 11 
innocent civilians also became victims of  
the explosion.

Terrorists, OGWs And
eradicate ecosystem and the safe haven.
“The real security gains since 2019 must 

be defended and every single terrorist and 
its supporter operating in valley, forest, 
hills or village must be neutralised," the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor said in the past 
6 years, we have strengthened the secu-
rity grid and the collaborative efforts of  
J&K Police, Army, Intelligence agencies 
and Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) 
have led to a significant decline in terrorist 
violence, in the number of  operating ter-
rorists and recruitment.

"Armed terrorists and its supporters, 
OGWs and those elements intimidating the 
common citizen should be treated equally. 
We must ensure they pay a very heavy 
price for their action," the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor said.

The Lieutenant Governor also discussed 
strategies to tackle evolving threats, 
enhancing intelligence capabilities, and 
building next-level security grid for new-
age security challenges.

"The landscape of  security threats has 
undergone a profound change in recent 
years. We need to shift from reactive to pro-
active security strategies and use sophis-
ticated tools like AI to counter terrorism, 
terror financing, radicalisation, and narco-
terrorism threats," the Lieutenant Gover-
nor said.

The one-day UT level security conference 
was attended by Senior J&K Police, Intel-
ligence, Civil Administration and CAPFs 
officials.

J&K To Crack Down
Divisional Commissioner, Jammu, and 

comprises Administrative Secretary, Civil 
Aviation Department; Deputy Commis-
sioner, Jammu; Commissioner, Jammu 
Municipal Corporation;Senior Superin-
tendent of  Police, Jammu ;Director, Urban 
Local Bodies, Jammu (Member); Member 
Secretary, J&K Pollution Control Board 
(Member); and Director, Airport Jammu

The committee for Kashmir is headed 
by Divisional Commissioner, Kashmir and 
comprises Administrative Secretary, Civil 
Aviation Department; Deputy Commis-
sioner, Srinagar; Deputy Commissioner, 
Budgam; Deputy Commissioner, Pulwama; 
Commissioner, Srinagar Municipal Corpo-
ration; Senior Superintendents of  Police, 
Srinagar/Budgam/Pulwama; Director, 
Urban Local Bodies, Srinagar;  Member 
Secretary, J&K Pollution Control Board 
and Director, Airport Srinagar (Secretary)

As per its term of  references, the commit-
tee would immediately identify and map 
all unauthorized slaughterhouses, meat 
shops, dairies, piggeries, garbage dumps 
and other prohibited facilities within 10 km 
range of  International Airport, Srinagar.

The committees have also been man-

dated to ensure strict enforcement mea-
sures including closure or relocation of  
non-compliant units, in coordination with 
Urban Local Bodies, Municipal Corpora-
tions, Pollution Control Board and law 
enforcement authorities.

The committees would institutionalise 
the compliance monitoring mechanism 
with quarterly reports to be submitted 
to the Director General of  Civil Aviation, 
Government of  India—(KNO)

Chillai Kalan Nears, 
Srinagar fell from minus 1.6°C to 0.2°C, 

Qazigund rose slightly from minus 3.0°C to 
0.8°C, while Pulwama recorded a rise from 
minus 4.4°C to minus 3.2°C.

Pampore’s minimum climbed from 
minus 4.0°C to minus 1.8°C, whereas Awa-
ntipora slightly warmed from minus 3.2°C 
to minus 3.8°C.

Jammu region also showed variations, 
with Jammu city rising from 9.0°C to 11.0°C, 
Katra from 11.1°C to 12.1°C, and Bhader-
wah from 3.4°C to 5.0°C. Leh in Ladakh 
warmed from minus 6.3°C to minus 3.4°C.

The Meteorological Department has 
issued an advisory warning of  possible 
moderate to heavy snowfall in the higher 
reaches of  Kupwara, Bandipora, and Gan-
derbal, particularly on December 21.

Travellers and transporters have been 
advised to plan their journeys accordingly 
and follow all traffic and administrative 
guidelines.

The weather update for Jammu and 
Kashmir indicates light to moderate snow 
over higher areas of  the Kashmir division 
and light to moderate rain in many plains 
on the night of  December 20, extending to 
the evening of  December 21.

Scattered light rain or snow is expected 
on December 22, after which no significant 
precipitation is forecast until December 31.

Two back-to-back Western Disturbances 
are likely to affect J&K between Saturday 
and Tuesday, bringing snowfall to higher 
reaches and light rainfall in plains, accord-
ing to independent forecaster Faizan Arif.

Dry and cloudy weather is expected 
across the Union Territory on Thursday 
and Friday, while mostly dry conditions 
will prevail on Saturday (Dec 20). How-
ever, a few higher-altitude areas, particu-
larly along the Sonamarg-Drass axis and in 
Kupwara and Bandipora, may record light 
snowfall, he said.

The first Western Disturbance is expect-
ed to impact the region from Saturday 
night, with precipitation starting over the 
higher reaches. The second system is likely 
to join on Monday (Dec 22) and persist until 
Tuesday afternoon (Dec 23), prolonging 
snowfall in north Kashmir, especially in 
the Kupwara higher reaches. Snowfall in 
Bandipora, Ganderbal, and Baramulla in 
the higher elevations is also expected.

Snow accumulation is likely to be light 
to heavy over elevated areas, while plains 
may receive light rainfall, with moderate 
showers in some locations.

"Tourist spots, including Gulmarg and 
Sonamar,g are expected to witness light to 
moderate snowfall. Dry snow is possible 
over Kupwara and nearby areas between 
Monday night and Tuesday morning due to 
relatively lower temperatures," he added.

In Jammu division, plains are likely to 
see mostly cloudy weather with light rain, 
the middle reaches may receive light to 
moderate rainfall, and the higher reaches 
could record light to moderate snowfall.

Faizan Arif  noted that overall precipita-
tion is not expected to be high, but cold 
temperatures could lead to notable snow 
accumulation above 3,200 metres.

"Flight operations are expected to remain 
unaffected, air pollution levels are likely 
to drop, and the risk of  forest fires may 
reduce," he added—(KNO)

'34,428 Km Of
The Ministry attributed the comple-

tion of  timelines of  projects connected 
with J&K to factors like land acquisition 
by state governments, forest and wildlife 
clearances, shifting of  utilities, geological 
challenges, law and order issues and lim-
ited working months in hilly areas.

The Minister clarified that the govern-
ment is trying to overcome the challenges 
by taking measures like enhanced budget-
ary support, delegation of  powers at the 
field level, close monitoring of  projects 

and regular coordination with concerned 
authorities to fast-track clearances.

He reiterated that railway projects, par-
ticularly those linked to Jammu and Kash-
mir, are approved while keeping in view 
aspects like strategic importance, connec-
tivity to remote and border areas, socio-
economic benefits and overall availability 
of  funds.

The Minister also informed the parlia-
ment that as on April 1, 2025, Indian Rail-
ways has sanctioned 431 infrastructure 
projects across the country, including 
new lines, gauge conversion and doubling 
works, covering 35,966 km at an estimated 
cost of  about ₹6.75 lakh crore—(KNO)

Fog Blankets
have been advised to take precautionary 

measures and avoid unnecessary travel 
during peak fog hours,” the official added.

Passengers travelling on highways 
reported delays as vehicles moved at slow 
speeds. “We had to drive the car at a very 
low speed in the morning due to the dense 
fog. It took us over an hour to cover just a 
few kilometres,” said Mohammad Irfan, 
a daily commuter from Baramulla to Sri-
nagar.

Meteorological officials said that the fog 
is likely to persist for the next few days, 
particularly during early mornings and 
late evenings, due to dropping night tem-
peratures.

Residents are urged to take precautions, 
especially those travelling in fog-prone 
hilly areas. “Motorists should use fog 
lights, maintain safe distances, and follow 
all traffic rules,” said another official.

Meanwhile, the administration has also 
advised tourists to check road conditions 
before travelling and to avoid unneces-
sary night journeys, particularly in higher 
reaches where fog tends to be denser—
(KNO)

Draw Lessons From
Sindoor, Singh said air power has 

emerged as a key element in modern war-
fare. “The air power functions not only 
as a tactical resource but also as a stra-
tegic instrument, enabling leadership to 
convey intent through speed, reach and 
precision,” he added.

The Defence Minister said warfare in the 
21st century is shaped by technology and 
adaptability.

He pointed to the growing role of  
cyber operations, artificial intelligence, 
unmanned systems, satellite-based surveil-
lance and space-related capabilities.

He said precision weapons, real-time 
intelligence and data-driven decision-
making have become integral to military 
planning.

Singh reiterated the government’s com-
mitment to strengthening India’s security 
apparatus. He said the proposed Sudarshan 
Chakra air defence initiative, announced 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi earlier 
this year, would contribute to the protec-
tion of  national assets.

He said the development of  indigenous 
jet engines has been taken up as a national 
mission.

The Defence Minister said the govern-
ment is working with private industry, 
start-ups and MSMEs to support moderni-
sation of  the Armed Forces through initia-
tives such as iDEX and ADITI.

He said that as of  November 2025, 672 
winners had emerged from 565 challenges 
under iDEX, including 96 winners linked 
to Indian Air Force requirements.

Describing Operation Sindoor as an 
example of  coordination among the three 
Services, Singh stressed the importance of  
jointness to improve operational effective-
ness.

He also referred to the Indian Air Force’s 
role in humanitarian assistance and disas-
ter relief  missions in India and abroad.

The conclave was attended by Chief  
of  Defence Staff  General Anil Chauhan 
and senior Indian Air Force commanders. 
Air Chief  Marshal A P Singh briefed the 
defence minister on operational readi-
ness—(KNO)

Centre Promoting
increase footfall," he said.
The minister said the Centre is also sup-

porting tourism infrastructure develop-
ment in Jammu and Kashmir through 
central sector schemes such as Swadesh 
Darshan, the Pilgrimage Rejuvenation 
and Spiritual Heritage Augmentation 
Drive (PRASHAD), and Assistance to Cen-
tral Agencies for Tourism Infrastructure 
Development (ACATID).

Financial assistance under these 
schemes, he said, is provided to states and 
Union Territories to supplement their 
efforts.

Under the Swadesh Darshan scheme, 
several projects were sanctioned in Jammu 
and Kashmir during 2016–17 under the 
Himalayan Circuit. These include devel-
opment of  the Jammu-Srinagar-Pahalgam-
Bhagwati Nagar-Anantnag-Salamabad 
Uri-Kargil-Leh circuit at a sanctioned 
cost of  Rs 77.33 crore, with Rs 67.37 crore 
released, and development of  tourist facili-
ties at Jammu-Rajouri-Shopian-Pulwama 
for Rs 81.60 crore, of  which Rs 67.35 crore 
has been released.

Other projects under the scheme include 
the construction of  tourism assets dam-
aged in the 2014 floods under the Prime 
Minister’s Development Package for Rs 
90.43 crore, with Rs 74.70 crore released, 
and the development of  tourist facilities 
at Mantalai and Sudhmahadev at a sanc-
tioned cost of  Rs 91.99 crore, with Rs 91.93 
crore released.

The minister said tourism facilities were 
also developed at Anantnag-Pulwama-
Kishtwar-Pahalgam-Zanskar-Padum-Dak-
sum-Ranjit Sagar Dam at a cost of  Rs 86.39 
crore, with Rs 69.95 crore released, and at 
Gulmarg-Baramulla-Kupwara-Kargil-Leh 
at a cost of  Rs 91.84 crore, with Rs 85.80 
crore released.

Under the PRASHAD scheme, Rs 40.46 
crore was sanctioned for development 
works at the Hazratbal Shrine in Srinagar, 
against which Rs 34.30 crore has been 
released. He added that under ACATID, a 
sound and light show at Nigeen Lake was 
sanctioned for Rs 5 crore, with Rs 3.08 crore 
released—(KNO)

India's Export Surge Reflects Resilience Amid Global Uncertainties: Govt
IANS

NEW DELHI: Driven by 
diversification, innova-
tion, and strategic trade 
reforms, India continues 
to strengthen its exports 
despite the uncertainties 
in global markets, accord-
ing to an official statement 
issued on Thursday.

This growth reflects 
India’s resilience, with 
high-value commodities, 
widening global partner-
ships, and policy reforms 
supporting a more bal-
anced and globally inte-
grated trade trajectory 
amid global headwinds 
triggered by the US tariff  
turmoil.

The statement pointed 
out that India has inked a 

series of  major Free Trade 
Agreements (FTAs), the 
most recent being the 
Comprehensive Econom-
ic Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA) with Oman, while 
active negotiations are 
also ongoing with several 
other countries. This is 
expected to lead to fur-
ther export diversifica-
tion, which, in turn, would 
strengthen trade stability, 
competitiveness, and long-
term economic security 
amid global uncertainties.

India’s exports have 
jumped by a robust 15.52 
per cent to $ 73.99 billion in 
November this year from 
$64.05 billion in Novem-
ber 2024. Consequently, 
the country’s trade deficit 
narrowed by over 61 per 

cent from $17.06 billion to 
$6.64 billion, according to 
official figures compiled 
by the Commerce Minis-
try.

India's trade agree-
ments with other econo-
mies reinforce its com-
mitment to inclusive 
growth, benefiting farm-
ers, artisans, workers, and 
MSMEs while safeguard-
ing core national interests. 
Most recently, the India–
Oman agreement builds 
on long-standing bilateral 
ties, creating a forward-
looking and balanced 
economic framework, the 
statement said.

The increase in exports 
was seen across key mer-
chandise and services 
sectors, alongside steady 

demand from major part-
ner countries. This per-
formance underscores 
the resilience of  India’s 
export sector amid evolv-
ing global trade condi-
tions.

Merchandise exports 
during November 2025 
rose to $38.13 billion from 
$31.94 Billion in November 
2024, registering a growth 
of  19.38 per cent over the 
year.

Services export for 
November 2025 increased 
to $35.86 billion as com-
pared to $32.11 billion in 
November 2024, indicating 
a growth of  11.67 per cent 
in a year.

The share of  merchan-
dise exports was 51.53 
per cent, whereas service 

exports constituted 48.47 
per cent share in total 
exports in November 2025.

Readymade garments 
of  all textiles, a labour-
intensive sector, continue 
to contribute positively. 
Exports rose to $1,247.37 
million with a 11.27 per 
cent increase in November 
compared to last year.

India’s drugs and phar-
maceutical sector, which 
is recognised as the Phar-
macy of  the World, expe-
rienced 20.19 per cent 
growth in exports over 
the year. Indian pharma 
exports are destined to 
more than 200 countries 
around the globe, includ-
ing the highly regulated 
markets of  the US, West-
ern Europe, Japan, and 

Australia, indicating 
diversification in this 
sector too.

Export of  Gems and 
jewellery also registered 
a growth of  27.8 per cent 
in November. Indian jew-
ellery is admired for its 
craftsmanship, design, 
and cultural richness. 
Demand is growing in key 
markets such as the US, 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Hong Kong, and Europe, 
especially for gold, dia-
mond, and coloured gem-
stone jewellery.

India has also witnessed 
a remarkable surge in 
petroleum product exports 
over the last decade. It 
is the seventh-largest 
exporter of  refined petro-
leum products and ranks 

among the top five refin-
ing nations globally. The 
export growth for Novem-
ber is estimated at 11.65 
per cent, with key export 
destinations including 
South Asian, African, and 
European countries.

Engineering goods, a 
traditional pillar of  India’s 
exports, have recorded 
steady growth, with the 
US as the top destina-
tion, followed by the UAE, 
Germany, the UK, and 
Saudi Arabia. To sustain 
momentum, the govern-
ment has rolled out mea-
sures such as Zero Duty 
EPCG and the Market 
Access Initiative (MAI) 
to support exporters and 
boost overseas revenues, 
the statement added.
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UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR,

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI PHE 
MECHANICAL DIVISION SRINAGAR

EXTENTION NOTICE
Corrigendum (II) to this office e-NIT NO: JSMDS/e-NIT-24 of 11/2025

Name of Works: Repair to the 11 KV, 1000 KW SRIM by way of Replacement of Damaged NDE Bearing and other allied works 
at WSS Tangnar 2nd.

Due to poor response and to have a healthy competition, the critical dates extended as below.

01. Bid down load end date 19-12-2025 up to 4:00 PM
02. Bid Submission end date 19-12-2025 up to 4:00 PM
03. Date and time of opening of bids 20-12-2025 at 2:00 PM

Rest all the terms and conditions shall remain the same as laid down in the e-NIT No. referred to above
No. JSMDS/CC/3798-3801 SD
Dated: 16/12/2025  Executive Engineer,
DIPK-9080-25 Jal Shakti PHE Mechanical 
DT: 18/12/2025 Division, Srinagar

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PUBLIC 
WORKS( R&B) DIVISION AWANTIPORA

Email: rb-awantipora@jk.gov.in
NO: T-1/EEA/8274-78 | Dated: 17/12/2025

EXTENSION NOTICE
Subject: - Restoration of Road Surface by way of RCC Spun pipes at various roads Of Subdivision Tral.
Reference: - 1. This office e-NIT No. 140/EEA/RNB of 2025-26/7875-85 Dated 08-12-2025.
The critical dates for the above noted Work is hereby extended as under:

1 Bid Submission End Date 24 -12-2025 upto 4. 00P.M

2 Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online) 25-12-2025 upto12.00 P.M

All other terms & Conditions shall remain same as per above mentioned NIT.
Sd/- Sd/-
Technical officer  Executive Engineer 
 R&B Division Awantipora.

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
Public Works(R&B)DIVISIONAWANTIPORA 

Email: rb-awantipora@jk.gov.in 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

NO: T-1/EEA/8274-78         Dated: 17/12/2025 

 
Extension Notice 

 
 
Subject: - Restoration of Road Surface by way of RCC Spun pipes at various roads  
                    Of Subdivision Tral. 
 
Reference: - 

1. This office e-NIT No. 140/EEA/RNB of 2025-26/7875-85 Dated 08-12-2025. 
 

The critical dates for the above noted Work is hereby extended as under: 
 
 
 
 
 

All other terms & Conditions shall remain same as per above mentioned NIT.  
 
            Sd/- 
Technical officer                                                                                                    Sd/- 

  Executive Engineer 
R&B Division Awantipora. 

Copy to the:- 
 
1. Chief Engineer PW(R&B) Department South Kashmir for favour of information.  

2. District Development Commissioner, Pulwama/Awantipora for favour of information.  
3. Superintending Engineer PWD (R&B} Circle, Pulwama-Shopian, HQ: Pulwama for 

information. 
4. Joint  Director Information  Deptt, J&K for publishing the Extension  Notice in two leading dailies before due 

date.  
5. Concern AEE Pampore/Awantipora/Tral for information. 
6. Technical officer to Executive Engineer R&B Division Awantipora for information. 
7. AAO/ Head Draftsman/ CC /of Divisional Office for information. 
8. 1/C Computer Section for publication in website www.jktenders.gov.in. 
9. Notice Board 

 
 

1 Bid Submission End Date                                   24 -12-2025 upto 4. 00P.M 

2 Date & time of opening of Technical 
Bids (Online) 

                                   25-12-2025 upto12.00 P.M 

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
Public Works(R&B)DIVISIONAWANTIPORA 

Email: rb-awantipora@jk.gov.in 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

NO: T-1/EEA/8274-78         Dated: 17/12/2025 

 
Extension Notice 

 
 
Subject: - Restoration of Road Surface by way of RCC Spun pipes at various roads  
                    Of Subdivision Tral. 
 
Reference: - 

1. This office e-NIT No. 140/EEA/RNB of 2025-26/7875-85 Dated 08-12-2025. 
 

The critical dates for the above noted Work is hereby extended as under: 
 
 
 
 
 

All other terms & Conditions shall remain same as per above mentioned NIT.  
 
            Sd/- 
Technical officer                                                                                                    Sd/- 

  Executive Engineer 
R&B Division Awantipora. 

Copy to the:- 
 
1. Chief Engineer PW(R&B) Department South Kashmir for favour of information.  

2. District Development Commissioner, Pulwama/Awantipora for favour of information.  
3. Superintending Engineer PWD (R&B} Circle, Pulwama-Shopian, HQ: Pulwama for 

information. 
4. Joint  Director Information  Deptt, J&K for publishing the Extension  Notice in two leading dailies before due 

date.  
5. Concern AEE Pampore/Awantipora/Tral for information. 
6. Technical officer to Executive Engineer R&B Division Awantipora for information. 
7. AAO/ Head Draftsman/ CC /of Divisional Office for information. 
8. 1/C Computer Section for publication in website www.jktenders.gov.in. 
9. Notice Board 

 
 

1 Bid Submission End Date                                   24 -12-2025 upto 4. 00P.M 

2 Date & time of opening of Technical 
Bids (Online) 

                                   25-12-2025 upto12.00 P.M 

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

SCHOOL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EDUCATION OFFICER SRINAGAR

Subject: Tentative Seniority List of Non-Teaching Officials of District Srinagar.

NOTICE
All Principals, Zonal Education Officers, Headmasters and Non-Teaching Officials of District Srinagar are hereby 
impressed upon to review and verify the tentative seniority list of Non-Teaching employees (viz. Librarian, Junior 
Librarian, Junior Assistant, Laboratory Assistant, Library Assistant & Class IV) as detailed in Annexures A to F 
(respectively) uploaded on the official website of this office: www.ceosrinagar.com.
Any variations or objections related to service particulars, if identified, must be submitted to this office within 
seven (07) days fum the publication of this notice in the print media. Submissions shall include all relevant 
documentary evidence, duly authenticated by the DDO concerned. No objections will bte considered after the 
stipulated deadline.
No.: CEO/SGR/Estt/NT/lnfo(Sen)/13931-36  Chief Education Officer 
Date: 10/12/2025  Srinagar

DIPK-9076-25
DT: 18/12/2025

GOVT. MEDICAL COLLEGE 
KARAN NAGAR SRINAGAR-190010

PUBLIC NOTICE
Govt. Medical College Srinagar is pleased to inform resumption of the MRI services at Govt. SMHS and Govt. Super specialty 
Hospital Srinagar which went for maintenance (de-icing of the magnet) for optimal performance and uninterrupted 
functioning and accordingly during the maintenance period, the arrangements with regard to MRI investigations were 
made at Govt. Psychiatry Hospital [IMHANS] and Govt. Bone and Joint Hospital Srinagar for the patients of Govt. SMHS, 
Govt. Super specialty Hospital and other Associated Hospitals Srinagar. The process of de-icing has now been completed, 
therefore, the MRI services at Govt. SMHS/Super specialty Hospital Shreen Bagh Srinagar will resume from tomorrow i.e., 
18-12-2025 and the MRI investigations will be carried out within the campus. We sincerely acknowledge our gratitude to 
the patients in particular and general public for bearing us with during the maintenance process. The process was aimed to 
ensure patient safety and obtaining optimal performance.
No. AH-09/2025/7000-06  Mohammad AShraf Hakak [JKAS] 
Dated: 17/12/2025  Administrator 
 Associated Hospitals Srinagar

DIPK-9115-25
DT: 18/12/2025

India, Oman sign pacts 
across key sectors to 
bolster ties

IANS 

MUSCAT: India and Oman 
signed a Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership 
Agreement (CEPA) and 
three MOUs covering the 
fields of  maritime heri-
tage and museum, agricul-
ture and allied sectors, as 
well as higher education, 
according to a joint state-
ment issued by the two 
countries at the end of  
the two-day visit of  Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to 
Muscat on Thursday.

India and Oman also 
adopted a Joint Vision 
Document on Maritime 
Cooperation and signed 
an executive programme 
for cooperation in millet 
cultivation and agri-food 
innovation. Besides, an 
MoU between the Oman 
Chamber of  Commerce 
&amp; Industry and Con-
federation of  Indian Indus-
try was also signed during 
the occasion.

Sultan Haitham bin 
Tarik and Prime Minister 
Modi held consultations 
and expressed satisfaction 
at the excellent state of  
bilateral relations, span-
ning trade, investment, 
defence, security, technol-
ogy, education, energy, 
space, agriculture, culture 
and people-to-people ties, 
the statement said.

They also reviewed the 
ongoing initiatives and 
cooperation in the areas 
identified in the Joint 
Vision Document, adopt-
ed during the visit of  the 
Sultan to India in Decem-
ber 2023.

The two sides noted that 
trade and commerce have 
been a key pillar of  bilat-
eral cooperation between 
the two countries and 
emphasised the potential 
for further growth and 
diversification in bilateral 

trade. Both sides acknowl-
edged the immense poten-
tial to promote trade in 
areas, including textiles, 
automobiles, chemicals, 
equipment, and fertilisers.

The two countries wel-
comed the signing of  the 
India-Oman Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership 
Agreement (CEPA), which 
is an important milestone 
in the bilateral economic 
relationship. Both leaders 
acknowledged that CEPA 
shall be mutually benefi-
cial to both countries, and 
they encouraged the pri-
vate sector of  both coun-
tries to benefit from this 
agreement.

Recognising that India is 
one of  the fastest-growing 
emerging economies and 
acknowledging Oman’s 
progress in economic 
diversif ication, both 
sides expressed interest 
in exploring investment 
opportunities in priority 
sectors of  mutual interests 
including infrastructure, 
technology, manufactur-
ing, food security, logistics, 
hospitality and others.

The two leaders took 
note of  discussions on 
exploring mechanisms to 
facilitate bilateral trade in 
local currencies. They also 
welcomed ongoing prog-

ress on the Bilateral Invest-
ment Treaty, recognising 
its potential to support 
economic cooperation and 
a robust, investor-friendly 
environment.

Both sides discussed 
ways to enhance their 
bilateral partnership in 
the energy sector. While 
expressing satisfaction at 
the bilateral energy trade, 
they agreed that there is 
vast potential to further 
enhance it.

During the visit, they 
also adopted a Joint Vision 
Document on Maritime 
Cooperation, reflecting 
their shared commitment 
to regional maritime secu-
rity, the blue economy, 
and the sustainable use of  
ocean resources.

Both sides also acknowl-
edged health cooperation 
as one of  the important 
pillars of  their partnership 
and expressed interest to 
further strengthening col-
laboration in this field.

They took note of  
ongoing discussions and 
initiatives, including the 
proposal to establish an 
Ayush chair at the Nation-
al University of  Science 
and Technology and an 
information cell in Oman 
to facilitate cooperation 
in the field of  traditional 

medicine.
They also reaffirmed 

their commitment to agri-
cultural cooperation and 
welcomed the signing of  
the MoU in the area of  agri-
culture and allied sectors 
to advance collaboration 
in agricultural science, 
animal husbandry, and 
aquaculture. Both sides 
further agreed to enhance 
cooperation in millet cul-
tivation through training 
and scientific exchanges.

Noting their growing 
cooperation in technol-
ogy, including IT services, 
digital infrastructure, and 
space applications, the two 
sides also noted with sat-
isfaction the deepening of  
cultural cooperation and 
strong people-to-people 
ties. They welcomed the 
joint exhibition "Legacy 
of  Indo-Oman Relations” 
and took note of  ongoing 
discussions on culture digi-
tisation initiatives.

Both sides welcomed the 
MoU on Maritime Heritage 
and Museums, enabling 
collaboration between 
museums, including 
through joint exhibitions 
and research.

Both sides acknowl-
edged ongoing coopera-
tion in education and sci-
entific exchange, includ-
ing the forthcoming India-
Oman Knowledge Dia-
logue. The MoU on Higher 
Education would be a key 
enabler in facilitating the 
exchange of  faculty and 
students, institutional col-
laboration and promoting 
joint research.

The Omani side also 
expressed interest in dis-
cussing air service traffic 
rights, including a number 
of  destinations and code-
sharing provisions. The 
Indian side took note of  
the request, the statement 
said. 

US Special Envoy to meet Qatar, Egypt, 

Turkey officials in Miami on Gaza
IANS 

WASHINGTON: The 
United States will hold 
fresh consultations with 
key Middle Eastern part-
ners this week as Wash-
ington intensifies diplo-
matic engagement over the 
future of  Gaza amid con-
tinuing regional volatility.

“Special Envoy Wit-
koff  will meet Friday in 
Miami with senior offi-
cials from Qatar, Egypt 
and Turkey to discuss the 
next phase in Gaza,” a 
senior State Department 
official said.

The Miami meeting 
brings together three 
countries that have played 

prominent roles in regional 
diplomacy since the Gaza 
war erupted. No agenda for 
the meeting has been made 
public.

However, the refer-
ence to the “next phase” 
points to discussions 
beyond immediate hos-
tilities, including security 
arrangements, humanitar-
ian access, and longer-term 
political considerations, 
officials here said.

Qatar and Egypt have 
served as central inter-
mediaries in past negotia-
tions over Gaza, including 
efforts on ceasefires and 
humanitarian access.

Turkey, on the other 
hand, has been seeking an 

active diplomatic role since 
the conflict began, engag-
ing regional and interna-
tional actors.

The Gaza conflict 
began after the Octo-
ber 2023 Hamas's brutal 
attack on Israel, trigger-
ing a large-scale Israeli 
military response and a 
prolonged humanitarian 
crisis in the enclave. Civil-
ian casualties and wide-
spread destruction have 
drawn sustained global 
concern.

President Donald 
Trump has repeatedly 
cited Gaza and broader 
Middle East developments 
in recent remarks.

Speaking at a White 

House Hanukkah recep-
tion, Trump said, “We did 
our ceasefire agreement to 
end the war in Gaza, which 
everybody said was an 
impossibility,” and added 
that the United States had 
“begun the new era of  that 
beautiful peace in a place 
that nobody thought peace 
was possible, the Middle 
East.”

In his address to the 
nation on Wednesday, 
Trump said his administra-
tion had “ended the war in 
Gaza, bringing for the first 
time in 3,000 years peace 
to the Middle East and 
secured the release of  the 
hostages, both living and 
dead.” 

US targets Iran oil 
network, names India-
linked shipping firms

IANS 

WASHINGTON:  The 
Trump Administration on 
Thursday sanctioned 29 ves-
sels tied to a covert petro-
leum shipping network. 
Among them are compa-
nies and operations linked 
to India involved in moving 
Iranian oil worth hundreds 
of  millions of  dollars.

The US Department of  
the Treasury said the action 
was aimed at cutting off  rev-
enue streams used by the 
Iranian regime to support 
terrorism and other illicit 
activities.

Principal Deputy Spokes-
person Tommy Pigott said 
the United States was acting 
“to stem the flow of the Ira-
nian regime’s revenue used 
to support terrorism and 
other illicit activities.”

Treasury said the sanc-
tions include a network 
of  companies and vessels 
operated by Hatem Elsaid 
Farid Ibrahim Sakr, an 
Egyptian businessman, as 
well as multiple shipping 
firms active in countries 
including the United Arab 
Emirates, India, the Mar-
shall Islands and Panama. 
Sakr’s companies were 
linked to seven of  the 
29 vessels named in the 
action.

“This action further 
constrains Iran’s ability to 
export petroleum and petro-
leum products through 

obscure and fraudulent 
mechanisms,” Pigott said.

India-linked entities 
named include the Barba-
dos-flagged vessel Flora 
Dolce, owned and managed 
by India-based Rukbat 
Marine Services Co, which 
has transported millions of  
barrels of  Iranian fuel oil 
since April 2025.

The Panama-flagged 
Auroura, owned and oper-
ated by India-based Golden 
Gate Ship Management, 
was cited for transporting 
millions of  barrels of  Ira-
nian petroleum products, 
including naphtha and con-
densate.

Another vessel, Ramya, 
operated and managed by 
India-based Darya Shipping 
Private Limited, was said to 
have transported more than 
100,000 barrels of  Iranian 
petroleum products since 
September 2025.

According to the Trea-
sury’s Office of  Foreign 
Assets Control (OFAC), the 
sanctioned vessels are part 
of  Iran’s so-called “shadow 
fleet,” which exports Ira-
nian petroleum and petro-
leum products through 
deceptive and fraudulent 
shipping practices.

The vessels and associat-
ed management firms have 
been involved in transport-
ing Iranian crude oil and 
products, including fuel oil, 
bitumen, naphtha, and con-
densate.

B’desh situation has security 
implications for Northeast: Report

IANS 

NEW DELHI: The current 
situation in Bangladesh 
has significant security 
implications for India’s 
Northeast region, said a 
Parliamentary Commit-
tee report, recommending 
the strengthening of  intel-
ligence-sharing mecha-
nisms as well as ensuring 
that it does not become a 
haven for groups operating 
against New Delhi’s secu-
rity interests.

This condition poses 
a strategic challenge for 
India since the Liberation 
War of  1971, where India 
needs to be careful in han-
dling it, said the report 
from Parliament’s Com-
mittee on External Affairs 
headed by Congress leader 
Shashi Tharoor.

The report on the future 
of  India-Bangladesh rela-
tions was presented in the 
Lok Sabha on December 
18.

It voiced concern over 
the growing influence of  
foreign powers, particular-
ly China, in Bangladesh’s 
infrastructure, port devel-
opment, and defence sec-
tors, recommending that 
India closely monitor these 
activities to safeguard its 
strategic interests, espe-
cially in sensitive regions 
like the Siliguri Corridor 
and the Bay of  Bengal.

The report, comprising 
the committee’s observa-
tions and recommenda-
tions, traced the develop-
ment of the unrest to factors 
including the rise of  Islamic 
radicals, “intensifying Chi-
nese and Pakistani influ-
ence”, and the “collapse of  
the dominance of  Sheikh 
Hasina's Awami League”.

T h e  c o m m i t t e e 
expressed concern over 
the political uncertainty in 
Bangladesh since August 
2024, marked by incidents 

of  political violence and 
the rise of  extremism.

It commended a non-
interventionist approach 
during this period and 
stressed the importance of  
supporting free, fair, and 
credible elections in Ban-
gladesh to restore political 
stability.

It highlighted the ongo-
ing attacks on minority 
communities in Bangla-
desh, including assaults 
on places of  worship and 
cultural institutions.

It urged the Ministry 
of  External Affairs to pri-
oritise the protection of  
minorities in its diplomatic 
engagements and to advo-
cate for swift and effective 
action by Dhaka to ensure 
the safety and rights of  all.

The report also empha-
sised the historical and 
cultural ties between 
India and Bangladesh, 
which have been solidified 
through landmark agree-
ments such as the Land 
Boundary Agreement and 
maritime boundary settle-
ment.

Despite recent political 
challenges in Bangladesh, 
including concerns over 
democratic freedoms, the 
committee urged India to 
maintain a constructive 
and pragmatic approach.

The Parliamentary 
Committee report also 
recommended sustained 
diplomatic engagement 
with political, social, and 
civil society groups in Ban-
gladesh to promote mutual 
respect and counter anti-
India narratives.

India’s humanitarian 
approach in hosting Ban-
gladesh’s former Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
was acknowledged in the 
report, while recommend-
ing that the committee be 
kept informed on develop-
ments on the extradition 
request.
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BOOK TICKETS NOW 
www.bookmyshow.com, www.inoxmovies.com 
Paytm, Inox App, or directly from the booking 
counter at the cinema. 

INOX CINEMA 
SHIVPORA SRINAGAR

FOR ASSISTANCE WITH TICKETS
CALL 95416 13868

Movies Schedule
Friday, 19  Decemberth

DHURANDHAR (A)
HINDI - 02:00 PM, 04:15 PM, 06:00 PM

 AVATAR : FIRE AND ASH (UA 16+)
 3D ENGLISH ATMOS WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

02:30 PM, 06:20 PM
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Jammu to host Int'l 
Dangal, “Rustam-e-Jammu 
& Kashmir” championship

GMK SPORTS DESK

JAMMU: The J&K Sports 
Council in collabora-
tion with the J&K Indian 
Style Wrestling Associa-
tion, is set to organise the 
International Dangal and 
“Rustam-e-Jammu & Kash-
mir” Title Championship, a 
first-of-its-kind event in the 
region aimed at promoting 
youth engagement, health 
and fitness while preserv-
ing the rich heritage of  
indigenous sports.

The championship will 
be held on 20th December 
2025 here at M.A. Stadium 
and is expected to draw 
large public participation 
and widespread media 
attention.

Wrestling, popularly 
known as Dangal, Kushti 
or Pahalwani, is an inte-
gral part of  the cultural 
legacy of  Jammu, especial-
ly in rural and border belts 
where it has been nurtured 
for generations.

Preserving and promot-
ing such traditional sports 

is essential not only to 
safeguard cultural identity 
but also to pass on values 
of  discipline, strength, 
resilience and community 
bonding to the younger 
generation.

Through this champion-
ship, the stakeholders aim 
to revive this age-old sport 
by providing a modern, 
professional platform 
while retaining its tradi-
tional essence.

More than 50 national 
and international wres-
tlers are expected to 
participate in the grand 
event, including renowned 
athletes from countries 
such as Russia and Iran 
and other Asian countries 
along with top wrestlers 
from across India.

The championship, 
being organised with tech-
nical support from the 
Indian Style Wrestling Fed-
eration of  India, is poised 
to showcase high-quality 
competition and elevate 
the standard of  indigenous 
wrestling in the region.

The event will also serve 
as an effective platform to 
propagate key government 
social initiatives, particu-
larly the “Nasha Mukt 
Abhiyan” and the ongo-
ing war against drugs. By 
actively engaging youth in 
sports and physical fitness, 
the championship seeks to 
promote a healthy, disci-
plined and drug-free life-
style, underlining the role 
of  sports as a powerful tool 
for positive social change.

T he  Gover nment 
of  Jammu & Kashmir, 
through the Department 
of  Youth Services and 
Sports alongside J&K 
Sports Council, continues 
to play a proactive role 
in strengthening sports 
infrastructure, encourag-
ing traditional and modern 
sports alike, and creating 
opportunities for athletes 
at all levels. Such initia-
tives reflect the govern-
ment’s broader vision of  
making Jammu & Kashmir 
a vibrant hub of  national 
and international sports 

activities, while also boost-
ing sports tourism and pro-
viding exposure to local 
talent.

In addition to open cat-
egory bouts, the champi-
onship would introduce 
the prestigious “Rustam-e-
Jammu & Kashmir” Title, 
to be contested exclusively 
by wrestlers above 85 kg.

 The title winner will 
be awarded a cash prize 
of  ₹50,000 along with tra-
ditional honours of  Gurj 
(Gadda) and Patta, while 
the runner-up and other 
position holders will 
receive appropriate cash 
prizes. Around 50 wres-
tlers, supported by 15–20 
officials, are expected to 
take part, with an antici-
pated audience of  10,000–
15,000 spectators.

The general public is 
invited to witness this 
grand sporting spectacle 
at M.A. Stadium, Jammu, 
from 11:30 AM onwards on 
20th December 2025. Entry 
to the event will be free for 
all.

3rd Test: Conway says NZ aimed to 

‘bat big and well’ after whirlwind 

innings against WI
IANS 

MOUNT MAUNGANUI: 
Devon Conway explained 
that New Zealand’s plan 
after opting to bat first in 
the third Test against the 
West Indies was clear from 
the outset, saying that the 
side aimed to “bat big, bat 
well, and give our bowlers 
an opportunity to bowl in 
the fourth innings”.

After winning the toss, 
New Zealand chose to bat 
first, a decision they had 
not taken in a home Test 
since 2011. By stumps, the 
hosts were firmly in con-
trol at 334 for 1, with Tom 
Latham dismissed late in 
the day for 137 and Conway 
unbeaten on 178. The open-
ing duo vindicated New 
Zealand’s bold call to bat 
first on a green top surface, 
putting on a commanding 
323-run opening stand on 
Day 1.

Conway said the deci-
sion to bat first was made 
collectively once the team 
finalised its playing XI. 
Speaking after the con-
clusion of  Day 1, he said, 
“Once we made the deci-
sion that we were going to 
go with Jazzy (Ajaz Patel), 
we decided that we were 
collectively going to have 
a bat first,” Conway said. 
“Mentally, I really knew 
that we were going to bat. 
It was a guaranteed bat 
day because I had a feeling 
that they would have seen 
a green wicket, and with 
the make-up of  their bowl-
ing attack, they probably 
wanted to bowl first.”

The early stages, how-
ever, were far from com-
fortable. West Indies made 
full use of  the conditions, 
and Conway admitted he 
struggled to find rhythm.

“In the first 15-20 overs, 
they seemed to be bowling 
in really good areas and 
moving the ball quite a lot. 
I was constantly fighting 

myself  throughout that 
first hour. Funny enough, 
I spoke to Tom Latham at 
lunch, and I said I almost 
felt like I forgot how to bat 
after that first hour… Just 
everything felt really awk-
ward. The trigger, it’s just 
part of  the game, batting...
That happens every now 
and then, but I just try to 
remind myself  just to get 
through that,” he men-
tioned.

As the day wore on, bat-
ting became noticeably 
easier. The ball softened, 
the pitch quickened, and 
Conway and Latham began 
to dominate. Conway 
struck 25 fours in an 
innings built on patience 
and controlled aggression. 
“I think it was a combina-
tion of  two things. The ball 
got a little bit softer, a little 
bit older, and the wicket 
actually sped up a little 
bit. It offered up some good 
scoring opportunities for 
myself  and Tom,” he said.

Staying positive was key 
to cashing in. “One of  my 
things is to play with free-

dom, play with a positive 
mindset, keep looking to 
score. I just try to remind 
myself  to do that, particu-
larly after lunch. If  they 
miss, I want to capitalise 
and put them under pres-
sure.”

The innings comes at 
an important time for 
Conway, who has struggled 
for consistency in recent 
months, with two-thirds 
of  his previous 39 Test 
innings ending before he 
reached 30. However, he 
downplayed any personal 
pressure.

“I just try and remind 
myself  to just keep doing 
that - don’t worry about 
the runs. Just keep focus-
ing on doing a job for the 
team and doing a role. I’m 
pretty happy that it turned 
over for me today, but I’ve 
just got to keep focusing on 
being present and just, as 
I say, doing a role for the 
team,” he said.

Conway also reflected on 
the challenges of  opening 
the batting, particularly in 
New Zealand conditions. 

“It is a very underappreci-
ated job around the world, 
not just here. Yeah, it has 
been a tough ride. Quite 
often, you rock up day one 
of  a Test match, and you 
see it’s pretty green,” he 
stated.

He was quick to praise 
his opening partner. 
“Already mentally you 
think, well, it’s going to 
do bits here on this pitch. 
I think a lot of  credit needs 
to go to a guy like Tom 
Latham, who’s played 
90-odd Tests, and he’s done 
so well. I think he’s scored 
his 15th Test century, and a 
lot of  those centuries have 
been here in New Zealand.”

Discipline, Conway 
noted, remains non-nego-
tiable. “I think you’ve just 
got to try and remind your-
self  to get yourself  into a 
good position and look 
to score because there is 
probably a ball with your 
name on it here in New 
Zealand. You’ve just got to 
be disciplined.”

Conway’s top Test score 
is still the double century 
he made on his debut at 
Lord’s. He will resume on 
day two, just 22 runs shy of  
that achievement, but mile-
stones are not at the front 
of  his mind.

“I think if  you look too 
far ahead, particularly 
when you’re batting, you 
can get yourself  in trou-
ble,” he said. “I think it’s 
very important for us as a 
batting group to keep put-
ting (West Indies bowlers) 
under pressure. Bat for a 
long period of  time because 
that wicket is going to get 
flatter, and it will give our 
spinners an opportunity to 
do a role later in the Test.”

For now, his focus is 
straightforward. “I just 
want to go out there, stay in 
the process ball by ball, and 
just keep doing my thing - 
building a partnership with 
others at the other end.”

GCL Season 3: It’s a very special 

feeling to get my first win, says 

World Champion Gukesh

IANS 

MUMBAI: Winning the 
first game in any event is 
quite satisfactory, but if  it 
happens after a series of  
defeats, it is more enjoy-
able. Dommaraju Gukesh, 
the reigning World Cham-
pion, was obviously elated 
after winning his first 
match in Season 3 of  the 
Global Chess League at 
the Royal Opera House on 
Thursday.

Gukesh, along with 
compatriot Arjun Eri-
gaisi, delivered in a must-
win situation to help PBG 
Alaskan Knights register 
their first win of  the tour-
nament. With Gukesh 
winning his first game in 
the event, the last edition 
runners-up, the Alaskan 
Knights, defeated Alpine 
SG Pipers.

The reigning World 
Champion Gukesh, who 
had struggled in the tour-
nament so far, came up 
with a clinical finish to 
beat Fabiano Caruana in 
39 moves, and then Leinier 
Dominguez got the better 
of  R Praggnanandhaa, and 
Kateryna Lagno defeated 
Hou Yifan to complete the 
scoreline.

Talking about his first 

win in GCL, Gukesh said, 
"It’s a very special feeling 
to get my first win. From 
the start, we felt we were 
in control, but towards the 
end, a few things became 
tricky. When I looked at the 
other boards, Dominguez’s 
game seemed around even, 
maybe slightly better for 
him, so I knew I had to 
push for a win. By then, I 
already had good chances, 
and my opponent was run-
ning low on them.”

About his game on 
Thursday against Fabiano 
Caruana, Gukesh said, 
“The position was more or 
less even. He was fine out of  
the opening, but there was 
always some tension. At 
some point, he couldn’t find 
a clear plan, and I started 
getting a lot of  play.”

While playing at the 
Opera House, Gukesh and 
his teammates have spent 
some enjoyable time at 
the Marine Drive, walk-
ing around to relax after a 
tough match.

“After a tough day, it 
was nice to just forget 
about chess for a while. We 
went out together as a team 
and reminded ourselves 
that we win and lose as a 
group. We spoke about dif-
ferent things, relaxed, and I 

genuinely had a lot of  fun,” 
said Gukesh in his post-
win media interaction.

About the pressure he 
faced in clutch moments, 
Gukesh said, "It actually 
made things easier. I just 
had to play fast, and the 
position almost played 
itself. Winning in a clutch 
moment always feels nice, 
even if  it wasn’t the tough-
est challenge.”

Gukesh is also enjoying 
the crowd support enjoyed 
by the Global Chess League 
(GCL) at the Royal Opera 
House and the loud cheer-
ing his win resulted in, the 
Grandmaster from Chen-
nai said, “I was pointing to 
the audience. The cheer-
ing today was incredibly 
loud — louder than any 
other day so far. Seeing 
so many kids in the crowd 
really motivated me. I felt 
I couldn’t afford to play 
below my level.”

Gukesh said the venue 
is packed also because the 
local coaches have brought 
in their students. “A lot of  
coaches had come with their 
students from different 
academies. Before the game, 
Arjun and I even joked that 
since so many people were 
here, it was time to start 
winning,” he added. 


