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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

16th 
Year Of  Publication The land of Kachrial not only holds historical significance 

but it is also a holy land for the countrymen as every inch 
of this place gratefully remembers those brave soldiers 
who laid down their lives while guarding sovereignty 
and integrity of the nation in 1965 & 1971 wars.

Soldier Dies In 
Explosion In 
Kupwara

IANS

SRINAGAR: A sol-
dier was killed in 

an explosion in 
Jammu and 

Kashmir's Kup-
wara district, 
officials said 

on Tuesday.
Officials said 

that the soldier died on 
Monday in an explosion in 
Putaha Khan Gali of  the 
Trehgam area of  the dis-
trict of  the Line of  Control 
(LoC).

The soldier has been 
identified as Havaldar 
Zubair Ahmad of J&amp;K 
Light Infantry (JAKLI).

“The injured soldier was 
rushed to a military hospi-
tal in the Drugmulla area 
of  Baramulla district, but 
doctors said he was dead on 
arrival,” officials said.

The officials said that 
the explosion occurred 
during road construction 
in the area, and the soldier 
was accidentally critically 
injured in this blast. P-06
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Floods Damage 0.78 
Lakh Hectares Of 
Crop Area In J&K: GoI

RAJA SYED RATHER

SRINAGAR: Heavy rains 
and floods damaged crops 
over nearly 0.78 lakh hectares 
across Jammu and Kashmir 
during the current year, the 
government informed Parlia-
ment on Tuesday.

The Union Ministry of  
Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare, in a written reply 
informed the Lok Sabha that 

due to recent weather-related 
disasters, Jammu and Kash-
mir reported crop damage on 
0.78 lakh hectare area.

The Ministry clarified that 
the primary responsibility of  
providing relief  to affected 
farmers lies with the respec-
tive state or Union Territory 
governments in accordance 
with the National Policy on 
Disaster Management. Relief  
measures are P-06

Cold Wave Tightens Grip Across Kashmir
IMD Says Dry Weather Prevails Across Region

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Cold condi-
tions intensified across 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh on Tuesday as 
minimum temperatures 
dropped sharply at most 
places, plunging several 
areas of  the Kashmir 

Valley well below the 
freezing point compared 
to the previous day.

In the Kashmir region, 
Srinagar recorded a 
minimum temperature 
of  minus 1.8 degrees Cel-
sius, a sharp fall from 1.9 
degrees Celsius recorded 
a day earlier. P-06

      Vijay Diwas

Tricolour Symbol Of Our Freedom, 
Self-Respect, Sacrifices: LG Sinha
Unveils 108-Ft High Mast National Flag At Kachrial

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha on Tues-
day said that the Tricolour 
symbolises India's freedom, 
self-respect, and the people's 
sacrifices and martyrdom.

"May our beloved and vic-
torious Tricolour fly high in 
the World. Our tricolour is a 
symbol of  our freedom, of  our 
self-respect, and of  sacrifices 
and martyrdom. Together, we 
should march to achieve the 
lofty vision of  making India a 
Developed Nation," the Lieu-
tenant Governor said after 
unveiling the 108-feet high 
mast National Flag here at 
Kachrial in Akhnoor on the 
occasion of  Vijay Diwas.

The Lieutenant Governor 
paid homage to the martyrs, 

soldiers and officers, who 
made the country proud by 
their valour and sacrifice 
during 1971 war. He also felici-
tated the War Veterans and 
Veer Naris and saluted their 
courage and sacrifice for the 
nation.

“The land of  Kachrial not 
only holds historical signifi-
cance but it is also a holy 
land for the countrymen as 

every inch of  this place grate-
fully remembers those brave 
soldiers who laid down their 
lives while guarding sover-
eignty and integrity of  the 
nation in 1965 and 1971 wars,” 
the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
congratulated the General 
Officer Commanding, White 
Knight Corps (16 Corps), 
Lieutenant P-06

May our beloved and victorious 
Tricolor fly high in the world

Pays homage to the martyrs, 
soldiers and officers, who made 
country proud by their sacrifice 
during 1971 war

Land of Kachrial not only holds 
historical significance but it is also 
a holy land for the countrymen 

I must congratulate GoC 16 Corps, 
Lt. Gen PK Mishra of this very 
thoughtful gesture of installing 
108 feet high mast national flag

Together, we should march to 
achieve the lofty vision of making 
India a Developed Nation

Policeman Killed In Udhampur 
Encounter, Op On: IGP

YOGESH

UDHAMPUR: Inspector 
General of  Police (IGP), 
Jammu Zone, Bhim Sen Tuti 
on Tuesday said that a police-
man was killed in the ongo-
ing encounter with terrorists 
in Udhampur district, while 
terrorists have fled toward 
the dense forest after initial 
firefight.

Talking to reporters, the 
IGP Jammu, said, “A cordon-
and-search operation was 
launched yesterday evening 
in Soan village following a spe-
cific input. The input proved 

accurate and an encounter 
broke out when a small team 
of  the Special Operations 
Group (SOG) came under fire 
from terrorists."

He said that during the 
exchange of  fire, a policeman 
Amjad Ali P-06

...12 Suspects Detained

CIK Busts Terror-Linked Social 

Activism Network In Kashmir
IANS

SRINAGAR: The Counter-Intel-
ligence wing of  the J&K Police on 
Tuesday was carrying out raids at 
multiple locations across Kash-
mir in connection with a terror-
related case and online glorifica-
tion of  terrorism.

Officials said that the 
Counter-Intelligence Kashmir 
launched simultaneous raids 
at multiple locations across 
the Kashmir Valley as part of  
an ongoing investigation into 
a terror-related case involving 
online glorification of  terrorism 
and recruitment activities.

Raids are being carried out at 
12 locations across seven districts, 
including Pulwama, Budgam, 
Kulgam, Srinagar, Baramulla, 
Anantnag and Kupwara.

“The searches are being con-
ducted after obtaining proper 
search warrants in connection 
with FIR No. 03/2023, regis-
tered under Sections 153-A and 
505 of  the IPC, and Sections 13 
and 18 of  the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act at Police 
Station Counter-Intelligence 
Kashmir. The case pertains to 
terror-related crimes, particu-

larly the online glorification and 
propagation of  terrorist ideol-
ogy with the intent to radicalise 
and recruit individuals into ter-
rorist ranks,” officials said.

More details were awaited.
The J&K Police and the secu-

rity forces are carrying out 
aggressive anti-terrorist opera-
tions against terrorists, their 
overground P-06

CS Reviews Mining Reforms, 
Technology-Driven Enforcement In J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo, Tuesday chaired 
a review meeting of  the 
Mining Department to 
assess the progress 
of  mining sector 
reforms, revenue 
realisation mea-
sures, technologi-
cal interventions 
and enforcement 
mechanisms aimed 
at curbing illegal mining 
across J&K.

During the meeting, the 
Chief  Secretary reviewed 
the department’s perfor-
mance in implementing 
policy reforms, auction-
ing of  mineral blocks and 
strengthening monitoring 
systems, while underscoring 
the need for transparency, 
sustainability and maximisa-
tion of  revenue from mineral 

resources.
The Chief  Secretary, on 

the occasion, commended 
the role of  BISAG-N in cre-

ating a robust and efficient 
mining surveillance 

system equipped 
with modern tech-
nological features.

He took a live 
demonstration of  

the vehicle tracking 
system, public griev-

ance redressal plat-
form and ATMC cameras 
installed at key exit points, 
and expressed satisfaction 
over the system’s potential 
to significantly deter illegal 
mining and unauthorised 
transportation of  minerals.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of  scientific assess-
ment of  mineral resources, 
the Chief  Secretary directed 
the department to undertake 
G3-stage P-06

Kashmir Rivers, Springs Dry Up Amid Drought Like Situation
Experts Warn Situation May Worsen, Increase Forest Fire Risk

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Reduced snow-
fall and prolonged dry weath-
er are having a severe impact 
on rivers, streams, and springs 
across Kashmir, marking a 
sharp contrast to December 
months in the past, when the 
region usually remained clad 
with thick snow blanket.

According to the details 
available, level of   river 
Jhelum, considered to be 
Kashmir’s lifeline, has fallen 
to 0.65 meters at key points 
such as Sangam and Pampore. 
Its lowest level this season.

Several tributaries have 
dried up, while many natural 
springs in Pulwama, Shopian, 
and Bandipora have reduced 

flow, affecting drinking water 
in these areas, said an official.  

He said that monitoring 
wells show groundwater 
levels dropping between 0.5 
and 3 meters, and wetlands are 
shrinking, impacting migra-
tory birds.

“Every year, the situation 
worsens. Farmers are anxious 

as irrigation water is limited, 
and household supplies are 
strained,” said Bashir Ahmad, 
of  Pulwama.

The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) reported 
a 17 per cent rainfall deficit 
across Jammu and Kashmir 
during the post-monsoon 
season from October 1 to 

December 10, with Srinagar 
recording a 47 per cent short-
fall.

Other districts such as 
Baramulla (-67 per cent), Ban-
dipora (-65 per cent), Shop-
ian (-78 per cent), and Kargil 
(-93 per cent) also recorded 
below-average precipitation, 
while some districts, including 
Samba and Jammu, received 
excess rainfall.

Officials said the current 
dry spell, with minimal West-
ern Disturbances bringing 
precipitation, has directly 
caused the depletion of  rivers 
and springs.

Forecasts indicate con-
tinued dry weather into late 
December, potentially worsen-
ing the situation P-06

India Fences 
Over 93% Pak 
Border: MHA

SAJID RAINA

NEW DELHI: Ministry of  Home 
Affairs (MHA) on Tuesday said 
that India has physically fenced 
more than 93% of  its international 
border with Pakistan.

In a written reply to a query by 
two Trinamool Congress MPs, Jag-
dish Chandra Barma Basunia and 
Sharmila Sarkar, regarding the 
unfenced portions of India’s inter-
national borders, Union Minister 
of State for Home Nityanand Rai, 
informed the Lok Sabha that fencing 
has been completed along 2,135.136 
kilometres, accounting for 93.25 per 
cent of the total 2,289.66-kilometre 
India-Pakistan border.

The remaining 154.524 kilome-
tres, or 6.75 per cent, is yet to be 
fenced, the reply added.

It stated that border fencing 
remains a key component of  
India’s strategy to P-06

...In 5 Years

Centre Releases Rs 235 
Crore For Panchayati Raj 
Institutions: GoI To LS

RAJA SYED RATHER

SRINAGAR: The Centre 
on Tuesday said that it 
has released Rs 235 crore 
during the past five years to 
strengthen Panchayati Raj 
Institutions (PRIs) in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

In a written reply to a 
query, Union Ministry of  
Panchayati Raj, informed 
Lok Sabha that under the 
Rashtriya Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyan (RGSA) Jammu 
and Kashmir received `25 
crore in 2020–21, `40 crore in 
2021–22, `40 crore in 2022–23, 
and ̀ 65 crore each in 2023–24 
and 2024–25.

Capacity building, train-
ing of  elected representatives 
and officials, and strength-

ening basic Panchayat infra-
structure— are some of  the 
areas where funds were used, 
the reply stated.

It said that under the 
Rashtriya Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyan, more than 7.25 
lakh participants from J&K 
were trained between 2022–23 
and 2025–26 with an aim to 
improve governance, plan-
ning, and service delivery at 
the grassroots level.

Also, for uplifting the Pan-
chayat infrastructure P-06
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Br MSME DFO Srinagar 
holds stakeholder 
meeting at Sonamarg
Discusses feasibility of establishing Laundary CFC under MSE-CDP

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: The Min-
istry of  Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises 
(MSME), Government of  
India, Br MSME DFO Sri-
nagar held a stakeholder 
meeting at Sonamarg with 
the Chief  Executive Offi-
cer, Sonamarg Develop-
ment Authority, and local 
hoteliers to examine the 
feasibility of  establishing 
a Laundry Common Facil-
ity Centre (CFC) under the 
MSE–Cluster Development 
Programme (MSE-CDP).

During the meeting, 
Assistant Director, MSME, 
Saheel Alaqband explained 
in detail the guidelines of  
the MSE-CDP Scheme and 
highlighted that financial 
assistance up to 95% is 
available from the Gov-
ernment for eligible proj-
ects, enabling MSMEs 
and service enterprises to 
avail substantial support 
for common facilitation 

centre.
The hoteliers and their 

managerial representa-
tives welcomed the initia-
tive and expressed keen 
interest in the proposed 

Laundry CFC. They sug-
gested that another meet-
ing be convened to rope in 
more hoteliers and to dis-
cuss the proposal in great-
er detail so as to ensure 

wider participation and 
consensus.

The CEO, Sonamarg 
Development Authority,  
Bilal Mukhtar, welcomed 
the initiative of  the Min-
istry of  MSME and stated 
that if  the hoteliers come 
forward collectively, the 
proposed facility would 
prove to be extremely ben-
eficial for the hospitality 
sector in Sonamarg.

On the occasion, certifi-
cates were also distributed 
among the participants 
who had attended the one-
week Management Devel-
opment Programme on 
Customer Handling and 
Effective Communication 
conducted in the month of  
October.

The President, Beopar 
Mandal, stated that the 
programme had been 
extremely successful and 
that a visible improvement 
has been observed in the 
operations of  hotels, cafes, 
and restaurants.

House Committee inspects Water 

Supply Schemes in Kupwara
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: The House 
Committee constituted by 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly for 
inspection of  Jal Jeevan 
Mission (JJM) schemes, 
headed by Chairman Has-
snain Masoodi, Tuesday 
conducted an extensive 
tour of  district Kupwara 
to review the implementa-
tion and progress of  vari-
ous Water Supply Schemes.

During the visit, the 
Committee inspected sev-
eral JJM projects at dif-
ferent locations across the 
district. The inspection 
team included members 
of  the Committee, MLA 
Tral Rafiq Ahmad Naikoo 
and MLA Pattan Reyaz 
Ahmad Bedar besides Mis-
sion Director, Jal Jeevan 
Mission, Khurshid Ahmad 
Shah; Superintending 
Engineer, Hydraulic Circle 
Kupwara; Superintending 
Engineer (Mechanical); 
Assistant Director, Assem-
bly Secretariat; Executive 
Engineers and other con-
cerned officers.

The Chairman first 
inspected the Water Supply 
Scheme Gulgam Tangwari, 
which has been completed 
at a cost of  Rs. 799.60 lakh. 
He was informed that the 
scheme has successfully 

provided potable drink-
ing water facilities to 671 
households across three 
Panchayats, significantly 
improving water accessi-
bility in the area.

The Committee also vis-
ited WSS Hatmulla–Buber-
nag, where it was apprised 
that the scheme has an 
approved cost of  Rs. 521.12 
lakh and has achieved 74 
percent physical progress.

The Chairman stressed 
the need for expediting the 
remaining works to ensure 
timely completion.

Later, the Chairman 
inspected the Regional 
Water Supply Scheme 
Wayne, Kupwara, which 
is known for its big size 
having  a capacity of  5 lakh 

gallons. He also reviewed 
its operational efficiency 
and service coverage.

While visiting Lolab 
Sub-Division, the Commit-
tee inspected the Water 
Supply Scheme at remote 
village Dardpora, which 
has been completed and 
is catering to the drinking 
water needs of  the local 
population.

The Chairman inter-
acted with the field offi-
cers and emphasised the 
importance of  ensuring 
sustained functionality of  
schemes in far-flung and 
difficult terrain areas.

The Committee on its 
day long tour to Kupwara 
district visited several 
other schemes including 

Water Supply Scheme Nut-
nussa and WSS Watayen 
and inspected the function-
ality of  these schemes.

During the tour, Has-
snain Masoodi interacted 
with the local people and 
sought feedback about the 
water supply scenario.

The Chairman under-
scored that the objective 
of  these inspections is to 
ensure transparency, qual-
ity execution and effective 
delivery of  drinking water 
under the Jal Jeevan 
Mission. He directed the 
concerned departments 
to address bottlenecks 
promptly and maintain 
high standards so that 
the benefits of  JJM reach 
every household.

“Kahani Jeet Ki”

DC B'pora holds interaction with 

Govt Scheme Beneficiaries
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Ban-
dipora, Indu Kanwal Chib, 
on Tuesday chaired the 
second monthly interac-
tion under the ‘Kahani 
Jeet Ki’ initiative with 
beneficiaries of  various 
government-sponsored 
schemes and livelihood 
programmes at the Mini 
Secretariat, Bandipora.

T h e  i n t e r a c t i o n 
brought together ben-
eficiaries from multiple 
departments, including 
Agriculture, Horticul-
ture, Animal Husbandry, 
Sheep Husbandry, Han-
dloom, Handicrafts, Dis-
trict Industries Centre 
(DIC) and allied sectors, 
who shared their prog-
ress, experiences and 
challenges.

During the interaction, 
a beneficiary from the 
Sheep Husbandry Depart-
ment informed the DC 
about receiving a 50-ewe 
unit under the Holistic 
Agriculture Development 
Programme (HADP) with a 
subsidy of  ₹2.5 lakh, which 
has significantly improved 
her livelihood. Another 
beneficiary showcased a 
finely crafted Pashmina 
shawl and narrated how 

financial assistance of  
₹50,000 received through 
the Handicrafts Depart-
ment enabled her to start 
Sozni work (Pashmina 
embroidery), generating 
a sustainable source of  
income. Other beneficia-
ries who received similar 
units also shared how 
these interventions have 
enhanced their earning 
capacity.

A progressive farmer 
from Watapora, Moham-
mad Azad Bhat, shared his 
success story of  starting 
farming on three kanals 
of  land and achieving an 
annual income of  ₹5 lakh 
through seedling sales. 
With continued support 
from the Agriculture 
Department and SKUAST-
K, he has established six 

low-tech polyhouses and 
two mini hi-tech poly-
houses. Now recognised 
as a “Champion Farmer” 
in Bandipora, he runs his 
own enterprise, "Bhat Veg-
etable Nursery," and has 
received several awards for 
his progressive work.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Javeed Ahmad Bhat, 
a 32-year-old entrepreneur 
from Ajas, Bandipora, rep-
resenting JCP Enterprises, 
manufacturers of  hollow 
blocks and tiles, shared 
his entrepreneurial jour-
ney. He stated that starting 
with a ₹7-lakh loan from 
EDI Bandipora in 2014, his 
enterprise has grown into 
a successful unit with an 
annual turnover of  ₹6–7 
crore, providing employ-
ment to around 120 people.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the DC said that such 
monthly interactions 
would continue as a plat-
form to review ground-
level implementation of  
schemes, promote trans-
parency, and strengthen 
inter-departmental conver-
gence to further boost live-
lihood generation across 
the district. She appreci-
ated the efforts of  the ben-
eficiaries and encouraged 
them to adopt innovative 
practices while motivating 
others in their communi-
ties to avail benefits under 
government schemes.

Other beneficiaries also 
shared their individual 
journeys, challenges and 
future expansion plans 
under various compo-
nents of  HADP and allied 
livelihood schemes, high-
lighting the role of  train-
ing, subsidies and depart-
mental support.

The interaction was 
attended by the Chief  
Agriculture Officer Ban-
dipora, Chief  Animal Hus-
bandry Officer Bandipora, 
District Sheep Husbandry 
Officer Bandipora, Chief  
Horticulture Officer Ban-
dipora, representatives of  
concerned departments 
and a large number of  
beneficiaries. 

H&H Dept flags of artisans 
for participation in GI 
Mahotsav in Delhi

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a major 
boost to promotion of  GI 
registered crafts, Handi-
crafts and Handloom 
Department, Kashmir, 
Tuesday flagged of  a 
group of  06 artisans from 
Numaish Gah, here today, 
for participation in GI 
Mahotsav, scheduled to 
begin from December 18 
till December 21, in Noida 
Haat, New Delhi.

The Mahotsav is 
designed to provide a 
robust national platform 
for GI artisans and sellers 
from across the country 
to exhibit their unique 
products, establish direct 
market linkages with 
buyers and celebrate coun-
try’s diverse culture and 
craft traditions.

In a press statement 
issued today, a spokesman 
of  the department stated 
that the artisans shall 
represent Kashmir in 
Wagguv, Namda, Walnut 
Wood Carving, Crewel, 
Chainstitch and Kashmir 
tweed GI registered crafts 
in the trade fair, organized 
by Ministry of  MSME in 

collaboration with PHD 
Chamber of  Commerce & 
Industry.

Kashmir has 15 GI regis-
tered crafts, out of  which 08 
were registered by GI Reg-
istry Chennai in April this 
year which include the lan-
guishing crafts like Wagguv, 
Namda and Gabba.

The spokesman further 
stated that the artisans 
shall represent Kashmir’s 
globally acclaimed hand-
made products, reflecting 
the region’s exceptional 
craftsmanship, authenticity 
and centuries old cultural 
legacy. “Their participa-
tion is expected to create 
new market opportunities, 
promote GI awareness and 
strengthen the recognition 
of  Kashmiri handicrafts 
at the National level,” he 
added.

While flagging off  the 
artisans, the Department 
reiterated its commitment 
to preserving, promot-
ing and protecting Kash-
mir’s traditional crafts 
and empowering arti-
sans through exposure 
to national platforms, 
improved market access 
and institutional support.

DC B'la reviews implementation 
of PM-SYM Scheme

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Deputy 
Commissioner Baram-
ulla, Minga Sherpa, Tues-
day chaired a meeting to 
review the implementation 
of  the Pradhan Mantri 
Shram Yogi Maan-Dhan 
(PM-SYM) scheme in the 
district, with a focus on 
expanding coverage among 
eligible unorganised sector 
workers.

During the meeting, 
the DC emphasized that 
PM-SYM scheme is Cen-
trally Sponsored Scheme 
for unorganised sector 
labourers in the age group 
of  18 to 40 years who are 
not covered under any 
other pension scheme. 
Under the scheme, ben-
eficiaries are entitled to 
a minimum assured pen-
sion of  ₹3,000 per month 
on attaining the age of  60 
years.

The DC directed the con-
cerned officers to ensure 
saturation coverage of  all 
eligible unorganised work-
ers, including those regis-
tered under the Building 
and Other Construction 
Workers (BOCW) category.

It was apprised that 
around 7,530 workers fall 
under the BOCW category 
in the district and the DC 
instructed all Block Devel-
opment Officers (BDOs) 
to take proactive steps to 
enroll these workers under 

the PM-SYM scheme by 
utilising the services of  
Common Service Centres 
(CSCs).

Emphasis was also laid 
on enrolling MNREGA 
workers, along with those 
associated with the hand-
loom and handicrafts sec-
tors. The DC stressed the 
need for focused outreach 
and awareness campaigns 
to ensure that all eligible 
workers from these sec-
tors are brought under the 
ambit of  the scheme.

The DC further direct-
ed the departments con-
cerned to closely monitor 
the enrollment process, 
ensure proper documen-
tation, and submit regular 
progress reports to the dis-
trict administration.

Meanwhile, the DC reit-
erated that the PM-SYM 
scheme is a significant 
step towards providing 
social security and finan-
cial stability to unorgan-
ised sector workers in their 
old age.

The meeting was 
attended by the Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner, Baramulla, Syed 
Altaf  Hussain Musvi; ADC 
Sopore, S.A.Raina; SDM 
Uri, Shubhankar Praty-
ush, SDM Pattan, Gulzar 
Ahmad, CPO Baramulla, 
Nisar Ahmad, ACD Baram-
ulla, Chaudhary Mudasir 
Hussain, and other officers 
and officials.

Two-Day 68th RCM for Rabi 2025-26 SKUAST-K Concludes
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Sher-e-
Kashmir University of  
Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology of  Kashmir 
(SKUAST-K) concluded 
its two-day 68th Meeting 
of  the Research Council 
(RCM) for Rabi 2025-2026 
on Tuesday at the Shalimar 
Campus.

Vi c e  C h a n c e l l o r, 
SKUAST-K, Prof  Nazir 
Ahmad Ganai, who was 
the chief  guest at the event, 
delivered a comprehensive 
address centred on the 
strategic imperatives for 
the region's agricultural 
sector. He emphasised on 
the urgent need for a stra-
tegic and action-oriented 
approach to bolster the 
sustainability and resil-
ience of  agriculture due to 
mounting challenges posed 
by increasing climate vari-
ability and rising water 
scarcity in the region.

Prof  Ganai appreciated 
the contributions of  the 

scientists in leading the 
University to the third-
best State Agricultural 
University ranking. He 
further remarked that the 
institution has not grown 
in isolation, rather, its 
coordination and partner-
ship with line departments 
and administration in the 
dynamic planning and 
execution of  agricultural 
policy have played a pivotal 
role in its growth.

Director Research, Prof  
Haroon Rashid Naik, pre-
sented the university's 
research achievements and 
the action taken report on 
the agenda items of  the 
previous RCM. He stressed 
on developing and deploy-
ing novel technologies and 
collaborative approaches to 
addres wide ranging issues 
from food safety, pesticide 
misuse and climate change.

Secretary, Science and 

Technology Department, 
Dr Shahid Iqbal Choud-
hary, who joined the meet-
ing virtually, gave inputs 
on the strategic priorities 
for research in Jammu and 
Kashmir and highlighted 
the need for submission of  
project proposals address-
ing critical issues like, good 
safety monitoring systems, 
AI-Powered research data 
banks, and reduction in 
pesticide usage.

Various scientists from 
the university presented 
policy papers for delib-
erations. The key R&D 
policy initiatives included-
SKUAST-K Data Research 
Bank, Herbal Technol-
ogy, Residue and Qual-
ity analysis, Bio-inputs for 
regenerative agriculture, 
Micro-irrigation system, 
Reproductive Biotechnol-
ogy, Protected cultivations, 
Fruit tree breeding for 
designer plants, and tissue 
culture to meet demands of  
planting material. Besides 
the heads of  different Fac-
ulties, and Research Sta-
tions also presented their 
research achievements and 
future plans.

The RCM was dominat-
ed by discussions address-
ing the severe regional 
impacts of  ongoing dry 
weather and climate 
change. Participants pri-
oritized urgent research 
and policy changes, focus-
ing on developing drought-
resistant crops and imple-

menting advanced water 
conservation techniques 
to counter growing water 
scarcity and safeguard 
the long-term stability of  
agriculture.

The council also 
reviewed the progress of  
key government initia-
tives like HADP and JKCIP. 
A critical segment of  the 
session involved feedback 
from key stakeholders, 
including progressive 
farmers.

Heads of  various Devel-
opment Departments, 
including Agriculture, 
Horticulture, Animal Hus-
bandry, and Sericulture 
gave their remarks, ensur-
ing alignment with the uni-
versity's research agenda 
and field-level implementa-
tion. Expert members from 
allied institutions and uni-
versities, also offered their 
insights.

On the occasion, nine 
publications authored by 
various university scien-
tists were also released.

Dir Agri reviews expenditure under 
HADP, Capex and CSS in Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Director Agri-
culture Kashmir, Sartaj 
Ahmad Shah, on Tuesday 
reviewed the expenditure 
and implementation status 
of  key agriculture schemes, 
including the Holistic Agri-
culture Development Pro-
gramme (HADP), Capex 
and Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes (CSS), in Srinagar 
district.

During a review meet-
ing held at the Agriculture 
Complex, Lalmandi, the 
Director sought detailed 
updates on financial and 
physical progress, applica-
tions received, sanctioned 
and implemented under 
various schemes.

He reviewed achieve-

ments recorded so far, prog-
ress under the Daksh Kisan 
programme, establishment 
of  units on the ground and 
the pace of  credit linkage. 
Officers were directed to 
expedite spending, avoid 
procedural delays and 
ensure timely utilization of  
funds to meet set targets.

The Director emphasized 
strengthening coordina-
tion among the Agriculture 
Department, farmers and 
financial institutions to 
ensure schemes deliver tan-
gible benefits on the ground.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Chief  Agricul-
ture Officer, District Agri-
culture Officer, Sub-Divi-
sional Agriculture Officers 
and other departmental 
officials.
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CM pays tribute to Late 
Masud Choudhary on his 
3rd death anniversary
Calls for dedicated research centre at GDCT for Tribal studies

CS reviews land, infrastructure 

issues of JNVs, KVs

Nizam-ud-Din Bhat chairs meeting 
of Committee on Privileges
Discusses protocols of Legislators

J&K Bank conducts Workshop-cum-
Capacity Building Programme for FPOs

National Immunization Day

Over 19.85 lakh children set to get 
Pulse Polio dose in J&K: Dr. Poonam

Heart attack cases spike in Kashmir during harsh winter; cardiologists issue advisory

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah Tuesday 
attended the commemora-
tion of  the third death anni-
versary of  Late Dr. Masud 
Ahmed Choudhary, former 
IPS officer, eminent educa-
tionist and founder of  the 
Gurjar Desh Charitable 
Trust (GDCT), at Jammu, 
and paid glowing tributes 
to his life and legacy.

Recalling Dr. Choud-
hary’s distinguished ser-
vice to the nation and 
society, the Chief  Minister 
described him as a vision-
ary public servant who 
embodied integrity, insti-
tution-building and selfless 
dedication.

He highlighted Dr. 
Choudhary’s pivotal role as 
the founding Vice-Chancel-
lor of  Baba Ghulam Shah 
Badshah (BGSB) Universi-
ty, Rajouri, and his lifelong 
commitment to empower-
ing the Gujjar-Bakerwal 
community and other 
marginalized sections of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

He noted that through 
GDCT, Dr. Choudhary had 
laid a strong institutional 
foundation, establishing 
schools and nurturing 
spaces such as a reading 
room, library, museum 
and cultural centre. How-
ever, the Chief  Minister 
emphasized that the true 
tribute to the late vision-
ary would be to ensure that 
these institutions actively 
benefit the community for 
whom these facilities have 
been established.

Highlighting the grow-
ing challenges posed by 
climate change, especially 
to nomadic and semi-
nomadic communities 
like the Gujjar-Bakerwals, 

the Chief  Minister called 
for setting up a dedicated 
research centre under 
GDCT. He stressed the 
need for in-depth research 
on issues such as effects of  
climate change, migration 
patterns, livelihood vul-
nerabilities and long-term 
preservation of  tribal cul-
ture & traditions..

“The government has 
schemes for all, but com-
munities facing unique 
challenges need focused 
research and tailored solu-
tions. Research papers pre-
pared by knowledgeable 
people can guide policy 
and help us understand 
how best to safeguard their 
future,” he said.

The Chief  Minister also 
suggested undertaking 
research on the concept 
and functioning of  tribal 
universities, to assess 
their impact elsewhere and 
to prepare a roadmap for 
making such institutions 
successful in Jammu and 
Kashmir, ensuring that 
tribal communities derive 
maximum benefit.

Acknowledging the pres-
ence of  retired and serving 
officers, lawyers, scholars, 
teachers and intellectuals 
within the community, the 
Chief  Minister urged the 
Trust to harness this col-
lective wisdom to carry 
forward Dr. Choudhary’s 
mission.

“The best tribute to Dr. 
Masud Ahmed Choudhary 
would be to fulfill, with 
our own hands, the pur-
pose for which he estab-
lished this institution—so 
that his community ben-
efits and people’s lives 
change,” he said, while 
thanking the organizers 
for inviting him to the 
commemoration.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Secre-
tary Atal Dulloo Tues-
day chaired a high-level 
meeting to review the 
availability of  land and 
infrastructure for Central 
Government educational 
institutions, including 
Jawahar Navodaya Vidya-
layas (JNVs) and Kendriya 
Vidyalayas (KVs), that are 
either non-functional or 
presently operating from 
temporary premises across 
various districts of  Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The meeting was 
attended by the Secretary, 
School Education Depart-
ment, Ram Niwas Sharma; 
Commissioners of  Jawa-
har Navodaya Vidyalaya 
Samiti and Kendriya Vidy-
alaya Sangathan; Director 
School Education, Jammu 

and Kashmir; Regional 
Officer, Kendriya Vidya-
laya Sangathan, Jammu, 
along with other senior 
officers of  the department.

Deputy Commissioners 
from all districts participat-
ed in the meeting through 
video conferencing.

During the review, the 
Chief  Secretary sought dis-
trict-wise and school-wise 
details regarding the cur-
rent infrastructural status 
of  these institutions. He 
specifically enquired about 
the availability or identifi-
cation of  suitable land for 
the construction of  perma-
nent school buildings, as 
well as the arrangements 
made for their temporary 
functioning until perma-
nent infrastructure is 
established.

 Emphasising the impor-
tance of  timely interven-

tion, he impressed upon the 
district administrations 
and concerned depart-
ments to ensure that all 
procedural formalities are 
completed expeditiously to 
facilitate smooth function-
ing of  these institutions.

Secretary, School Edu-
cation Department, Ram 
Niwas Sharma, apprised 
the meeting of  the pres-
ent status of  each JNV 
and KV and highlighted 
the specific requirements 
of  land and buildings for 
their effective functioning.

He assured that the 
department would take all 
necessary steps to ensure 
early operationalisation of  
the non-functional schools 
from the forthcoming aca-
demic session, in coordi-
nation with the district 
administrations and cen-
tral institutions.

The Deputy Commis-
sioners, in turn, briefed 
the meeting about the land 
parcels and buildings iden-
tified in their respective 
districts for these schools. 
They informed that the 
process for transfer and 
allotment of  land would be 
initiated shortly, following 
the assessment of  feasibil-
ity and completion of  req-
uisite formalities in consul-
tation with the authorities 
of  JNVs and KVs.

The Chief Secretary reit-
erated the government’s 
commitment to strength-
ening educational infra-
structure across J&K and 
directed all stakeholders to 
work in close coordination 
to ensure that students are 
provided access to qual-
ity education through well-
equipped and fully function-
al institutions at the earliest.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: A media sensiti-
zation meeting regarding 
the upcoming National 
Immunization Day (NID) 
2025 – Pulse Polio Cam-
paign was Tuesday held 
here at Government Hospi-
tal Gandhi Nagar to mobi-
lize media support and 
ensure widespread public 
awareness.

  Director Family Wel-
fare MCH & Immunization 
J&K, Dr. Poonam Sethi 
addressed the media in the 
presence of  Dr. Narinder 
Bhutiyal, Medical Superin-
tendent GHGN; Dr. Shahid 
Hussain, State Immuniza-
tion Officer J&K; Dr. Azmat 
Khan, SMO WHO–NPSN 
Jammu; Rakesh Sharma, 
State Mass Media & Infor-
mation Officer J&K and 
Parshotam Kumar, State 
Cold Chain Officer J&K.

Speaking to the media 
persons, Dr. Poonam Sethi 
informed that National 
Immunization Day (Pulse 
Polio Campaign) 2025 
would be observed on 
December 21, 2025, fol-
lowed by house-to-house 
activities on Dec 22 and Dec 
23 to ensure that no child 
is missed. She shared key 
operational details, stat-
ing that a total of  19,85,736 
children (0–5 years) are 
targeted across Jammu & 
Kashmir for immunization 
against Polio. “For success-
ful implementation, 10,993 

booths and 248 transit 
points have been estab-
lished across the UT,” she 
informed and added that 
518 mobile teams have also 
been deployed to conduct 
the drive.

The Director appealed 
to the media fraternity to 
disseminate the message 
extensively so that every 
eligible child receives two 
drops of  Oral Polio Vac-
cine (OPV) and the goal of  a 
polio-free J&K is sustained.

State Immunization 
Officer, Dr. Shahid Hussain 
elaborated on the   avail-
ability of  OPV and assured 
that cold chain systems are 
fully functional and strict-
ly monitored to maintain 
vaccine potency through-
out the campaign.

Dr. Azmat Khan, (WHO–
NPSN Jammu) briefed 
media persons about micro-
planning, monitoring and 
supervision mechanisms, 
highlighting the role of  field 

supervision to ensure qual-
ity implementation and zero 
missed children.

Rakesh Sharma, State 
Mass Media & Information 
Officer outlined the IEC/
BCC activities planned 
by the department and 
acknowledged the proac-
tive support of  the Infor-
mation Department in 
strengthening public out-
reach and awareness.

In her concluding 
remarks, Dr. Poonam 
Sethi appealed to parents 
and community members 
to enthusiastically par-
ticipate in the campaign to 
ensure a healthy future for 
children and the Nation.

The Family Welfare 
MCH & Immunization 
Department reiterated its 
commitment to protecting 
every child from polio and 
sought continued coop-
eration from the media to 
make NID 2025 a resound-
ing success.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In its contin-
ued efforts to strengthen 
institutional credit flow to 
the agriculture sector, J&K 
Bank Tuesday organised a 
Workshop-cum-Capacity 
Building Programme on 
Creating Credit Aware-
ness for Farmers Producer 
Organisations (FPOs) at its 
corporate headquarters.

The Bank’s General 
Manager (Government 
Business) Ashutosh 
Sareen chaired the ses-
sion that was held in the 
presence of  General Man-
ager (Retail, Agriculture 
& MSME) Rakesh Mago-
tra, DGM Aneet Kanwal 
Singh, representatives of  
the FPOs and other senior 
officers of  the Bank.

The workshop aimed 
at sensitising FPOs about 
the banking system, avail-
ability of  credit facilities, 
and structured financing 
options tailored for collec-
tive farming institutions.

Addressing the partici-
pants, General Manager 
Ashutosh Sareen empha-
sised the Bank’s commit-
ment to supporting FPOs 
as key drivers of  agricul-
tural transformation and 
rural prosperity.

He said, "At J&K Bank, 
we are deeply committed to 
strengthening the agricul-
tural ecosystem by empow-
ering Farmer Producer 
Organisations with seam-
less access to institutional 
credit. Through initiatives 
like our dedicated Loan 

Scheme for FPOs and NAB-
Sanrakshan credit guaran-
tees, we are enabling high-
tech farming, infrastructure 
development, and market 
linkages—paving the way 
for sustainable growth and 
prosperity for our farmers.”

“FPOs play a pivotal 
role in aggregating farm-
ers, improving bargaining 
power and enabling value 
addition”, he added.

Further, he highlighted 
that access to timely and 
affordable credit is crucial 
for strengthening FPOs 
and enabling them to oper-
ate as sustainable and com-
mercially viable entities.

Earlier, while congratu-
lating the participants for 
taking the lead in carrying 
forward the FPO initiative, 
General Manager Rakesh 
Magotra said, “There may 
be challenges along the 
way, but the end results 
will be rewarding and ben-
eficial for all stakeholders. 
This is a mission you have 
undertaken with a larger 
purpose. With nearly 95 
per cent of  farmers in the 
UT being small and mar-
ginal, FPOs have emerged 
as an effective platform 
to promote their welfare, 
particularly by enabling 
structured and sustainable 
credit linkages.”

He also highlighted 
the range of  agriculture-
focused financial products 
and services offered by 
the Bank and encouraged 
FPOs to proactively engage 
with the Bank for meeting 
their working capital and 
long-term credit require-
ments. On behalf  of  the 
Bank, he assured the 
participants of  full guid-
ance from the Bank’s spe-
cialised agriculture and 
MSME vertical.

During the workshop, a 
detailed presentation was 
made to familiarise partici-
pating FPOs with various 
credit facilities and Govern-
ment-sponsored schemes 
relevant to their operations. 
Participants were also sen-
sitised about loan facilities 
against Electronic Nego-
tiable Warehouse Receipts 
(e-NWRs) to support post-
harvest liquidity and price 
realisation.

The programme wit-
nessed active participa-
tion from FPO representa-
tives, who interacted with 
Bank officials and sought 
clarity on various credit-
related aspects. The par-
ticipant FPOs thanked the 
Bank for building their 
capacities through such 
detailed credit awareness 
programs.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: A meeting of  the 
Committee on Privileges of  
Jammu and Kashmir Leg-
islative Assembly was held 
Tuesday under the Chair-
manship of  MLA, Nizam-
ud-Din Bhat, at Assembly 
Complex, Jammu to delib-
erate on issues related to 
the constitutional privi-
leges and entitlements of  
Legislators.

Legislators, Vikram 
Randhawa, Riyaz Ahmad 
Khan, Salman Sagar, 
Javaid Iqbal, Dr Narinder 
Singh Raina and Dr Bharat 
Bhushan besides Secre-
tary, Jammu and Kash-
mir Legislative Assembly, 
Manoj Kumar Pandit were 
present in the meeting.

Threadbare discussions 
were held on various issues 
related to privileges and 
protocols in respect ofem-
bers of  Jammu and Kash-
mir Legislative Assembly. 
Besides, present status of  
observations made by the 
Committee in its previous 
meetings was also deliber-
ated upon.

Commissioner Secre-
tary, GAD, M Raju; Sec-
retary, H&P Department, 
Niraj Kumar and Secre-

tary, Law, Justice and PA, 
Achal Sethi were also pres-
ent in the meeting.

The Committee was 
informed that the con-
cerned departments have 
deliberated upon the 
observations made by the 
Committee in its previous 
meetings and a proposal in 
this regard has been pre-
pared and forwarded to the 
CM for approval.

The Chairman directed 
the officers to share entire 
deliberations in respect 
of  proposal forwarded to 
the Chief  Minister with 
the  Committee in its next 
meeting.

The members gave 
their valuable suggestions 
to make the Committee 
more vibrant and result 
oriented. They stressed 
on maintaining protocols 
to safeguard the dignity 
and effective functioning 
of  elected representatives.

Earlier, the Committee 
observed two minute silence 
on the demise of  mother of  
Secretary Law, Justice and 
PA, Achal Sethi.

Among others, senior 
officers of  the concerned 
departments and Assem-
bly Secretariat attended 
the meeting.

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: Cardiologists in Kash-
mir have expressed concern over 
a rise in heart attacks and strokes 
during the harsh winter months, 
warning that extreme cold signifi-
cantly strains the cardiovascular 
system. They said the number of  car-
diac emergencies almost doubles in 
winter compared to warmer seasons.

Cardiologist Dr Mohammad 
Ashraf  Khan said prolonged expo-
sure to low temperatures leads to 
constriction of  blood vessels—a con-
dition known as vasoconstriction—
which sharply increases the heart’s 
workload.

“During winter in Kashmir, we 
observe more than a twofold rise in 
cases of  heart attacks and strokes,” 
he said. “Cold weather narrows 
blood vessels, causing blood pres-
sure to rise. This forces the heart to 
pump harder, which can trigger life-
threatening cardiac events, particu-
larly in people with underlying heart 

disease.”
Dr Ashraf  explained that cold con-

ditions also increase blood viscosity, 
making it thicker and more prone 
to clot formation, thereby elevating 
the risk of  heart attacks and strokes. 
“Patients with diabetes, hyperten-
sion, high cholesterol, and smokers 
are especially vulnerable. Winter fur-
ther aggravates their health risks,” 
he added.

Dr Khan further highlighted sea-
sonal lifestyle changes that contrib-
ute to the problem. “During winter, 
people consume excessive tea, sugary 
drinks, and calorie-dense foods to 
stay warm. This often leads to poor 
sugar control and weight gain, both 
of  which are major risk factors for 
heart disease,” he said.

Another worrying trend, he noted, 
is the misinterpretation of  early 
symptoms. “Initial signs of  a heart 
attack are frequently mistaken for 
chest infections, acidity, or muscle 
pain. This delay in correct diagnosis 
and treatment can prove fatal,” he 

cautioned.
Dr Zahoor Bhat, another cardiolo-

gist, called for adopting preventive 
measures during the cold season. He 
advised people to keep themselves 
adequately warm by wearing lay-
ered clothing, including woollen caps, 
gloves, and scarves, and to ensure 
proper heating inside homes.

“Outdoor activity should be 
restricted during extreme cold 
spells,” Dr Bhar said. “People should 
opt for light indoor exercises and 
strictly avoid sudden strenuous activ-
ities, which can abruptly overload the 
heart.”

He emphasised the importance 
of  maintaining a heart-healthy diet. 

“Winter is not an excuse to abandon 
healthy eating. A balanced diet rich in 
fruits, vegetables, whole grains, nuts, 
and lean proteins is crucial. Intake of  
salt, sugar, and saturated fats must be 
limited to control blood pressure and 
cholesterol,” he advised.

Doctors stressed that hydration 
remains vital even in cold weather. 
They said people often drink less 
water in winter, leading to dehydra-
tion, which can thicken blood and 
increase clotting risk.

They urged the public to remain 
alert to warning signs of  heart 
attacks—such as chest pain, short-
ness of  breath, sweating, nausea, 
or pain radiating to the arms or 
jaw—and stroke symptoms, includ-
ing facial drooping, arm weakness, 
difficulty speaking, or sudden loss of  
balance.

Timely medical intervention can 
save lives, the doctors emphasised, 
advising people not to ignore symp-
toms and to seek immediate care at 
the nearest health facility.

Doctors recommended wearing 
layered clothing and protecting the 
head, hands, and feet from cold expo-
sure. They said regular check-ups 
are essential, especially for high-risk 
individuals.

Focus on fruits, vegetables, whole 
grains, and lean proteins; reduce salt, 
sugar, and fried foods, and engage in 
light exercises like stretching, yoga, 
or walking indoors, they said, advis-
ing against heavy physical work, par-
ticularly in extreme cold.

The health experts further advised 
people to avoid smoking and excessive 
tea or coffee, saying these increase 
cardiac risk. "Drink adequate water 
despite reduced thirst in winter and 
do not dismiss chest discomfort, 
breathlessness, or sudden weakness; 
seek medical help immediately," they 
said.

According to doctors, awareness, 
timely precautions, and early medi-
cal attention can significantly reduce 
winter-related cardiac deaths in the 
Valley—(KNO)
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.
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Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

When the Springs 
Fall Silent

T
he steady decline of water levels across 
Jammu and Kashmir is no longer a dis-
tant warning but an unfolding reality 
that demands urgent attention. A pro-
longed spell of deficient rainfall has 

begun to exact a visible toll on rivers, streams 
and, most worryingly, on the Valley’s traditional 
springs, lifelines that have sustained communi-
ties for generations.

Data from the Meteorological Depart-
ment confirms what people on the ground 
are already experiencing: precipitation has 
remained significantly below normal over the 
past several weeks, disrupting the natural 
seasonal recharge of water bodies. Officials 
from irrigation and water supply departments 
report reduced inflows in major rivers and 
tributaries, while several perennial springs 
have weakened or dried up entirely. This is not 
merely a hydrological concern; it is a social 
and economic alarm.

In rural and semi-urban areas, the impact 
is immediate and harsh. Traditional springs, 
often the sole source of drinking water, are 
witnessing unprecedented decline. In some 
villages, residents have been pushed into 
dependence on tanker supplies and impro-
vised alternatives, a fragile arrangement that 
underscores the vulnerability of existing water 
infrastructure. What was once taken for grant-
ed is now uncertain.

The implications extend well beyond domes-
tic water use. Agriculture and horticulture, 
the backbone of Jammu and Kashmir’s rural 
economy—stand at risk. Reduced soil moisture 
is already affecting preparation for winter 
crops, while orchard owners fear lasting stress 
on fruit-bearing trees if the dry spell persists. 
Water scarcity at this stage could translate 
into lower yields, economic losses and deeper 
rural distress in the months ahead.

While officials say the situation is under 
close watch and contingency measures are 
being discussed, monitoring alone will not suf-
fice. This moment calls for proactive planning: 
prioritised water distribution, protection and 
revival of natural springs, efficient irrigation 
practices and transparent communication with 
affected communities. Appeals for judicious 
water use are necessary, but they must be 
matched by institutional responsibility and 
long-term water management strategies.

The forecast of light snowfall in the coming days 
offers some hope, but it should not breed com-
placency. One weather event cannot compensate 
for sustained deficits or undo years of neglect of 
natural water systems. The drying of springs is a 
warning signal—of climate variability, of fragile 
ecosystems, and of the cost of inaction.

Water security must now be treated as a 
core policy priority in Jammu and Kashmir. 
The silence of springs today may well echo as 
a crisis tomorrow, unless decisive steps are 
taken now.

      Backsliding On A Promise

Why FGM Is Rising Despite Global Pledges

SHOBHA SHUKLA

T
en years back at the United 
Nations General Assembly, all 
world leaders promised to elimi-
nate the harmful practice of  
female genital mutilation/ cut-

ting (SDG-5 target 5.3) by 2030. But instead 
of  declining, female genital mutilation/cut-
ting has instead increased by 15% over the 
past 8 years: from 200 million in 2016 to over 
230 million in 2024.

More than 230 million girls and women 
alive today have undergone female genital 
mutilation/cutting in 92 countries – mostly 
in Africa (144 million), the Middle East (6 
million), and Asia (80 million), where it is 
still practised. Female genital mutilation/
cutting is a violation of  the human rights of  
girls and women. Without urgent, acceler-
ated action, an additional 27 million girls are 
projected to undergo the procedure by 2030.

“We cannot meet SDGs when half  the 
population is harmed, silenced or excluded. 
Development justice demands that policies 
centre women's safety, agency, and bodily 
integrity. Female genital mutilation/cutting 
is a human rights violation,” says Dr Huda 
Syyed, an Australia-based researcher, found-
er of  Sahara Sisters' Collective and a key 
part of  the Asian Network to End Female 
Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C).

The devil of  patriarchy ferments such 
gruesome and shocking practices as female 
genital mutilation/cutting. After all, patriar-
chy is all about wrongly ‘normalising’ male 
privileges, entitlements and rights (and 
pleasures) and ‘legitimising’ their denial to 
women and girls and other genders.

According to the UN health agency – the 
World Health Organization (WHO) – the 
practice of  female genital mutilation/ cut-
ting is recognised internationally as a viola-
tion of  the human rights of  girls and women.

Female genital mutilation/cutting reflects 
deep-rooted gender inequality and constitutes 
an extreme form of  discrimination against 
girls and women. It is nearly always carried 
out on minors and is a violation of the rights of  
children. The practice also violates a person's 
right to health, security, physical integrity and 
bodily autonomy; the right to be free from tor-

ture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treat-
ment; and the right to life, in instances when 
the procedure results in death.

There is no medical justification for female 
genital mutilation/cutting, and it is never 
‘safe’. It is a gross human rights violation. That 
is why the WHO strongly urges health work-
ers not to perform female genital mutilation/ 
cutting. When performed in a clinical setting, 
FGM/C violates medical ethics.

“In a joint statement issued by several 
organisations to end female genital mutila-
tion/cutting, there was a condemnation of  
its medicalisation in all forms. Female geni-
tal mutilation/cutting compromises bodily 
autonomy. Young girls are made to have it 
without prior knowledge or understanding, 
and sometimes they are told that they are 
going to ‘another place’, whereas they are 
actually being taken to get female genital 
mutilation/cutting,” said Dr Huda Syyed 
while speaking in the SHE & Rights (Sexual 
Health with Equity & Rights) session hosted 
by Global Center for Health Diplomacy and 
Inclusion (CeHDI), Women Deliver Confer-
ence 2026, International Planned Parenthood 
Federation (IPPF), Asian-Pacific Resource 
and Research Centre for Women (ARROW), 
Women’s Global Network for Reproductive 
Rights (WGNRR), Asia Pacific Media Alli-
ance for Health, Gender and Development 
Justice (APCAT Media) and CNS.

According to the United Nations Popula-
tion Fund (UNFPA), FGM/C can never be 
‘safe’, and there is no medical justification 
for it. Under any circumstances, FGM/C vio-
lates the right to health, the right to be free 
from violence, the right to life and physical 
integrity, the right to non-discrimination, 
and the right to be free from cruel, inhuman, 
or degrading treatment.

“We are here to hold systems, institu-
tions, and even governments accountable 
for gendered harm. So social and cultural 
notions of  shame, secrecy and silence which 
are attached to girls' and women's bodies can 
lead to further silencing and perpetuation of  
various gendered customs, including gen-
der-based violence of  various forms, includ-
ing female genital mutilation/cutting,” said 
Dr Huda Syyed.

“We need to approach communities with 
a trauma-informed lens which could also 
help with dismantling shame, dismantling 
secrecy, and allow communities to share 
their voices with willingness and join us all 
in this advocacy to stop harmful gendered 
customs. Ending female genital mutila-
tion or cutting in Asia and globally is not 
a ‘marginal issue’ rather it is a central 
issue to gender and development justice as 
well as central to bodily autonomy, public 
health, right to equality, human rights, chil-
dren's rights and girl child rights. Patriar-
chal notions of  women's bodies which are 
shaped into shame and secrecy need to be 
challenged and dismantled,” she concluded 
while speaking in SHE & Rights this month.

Female genital mutilation/ cutting 
(FGM/C) comprises all procedures that 
involve partial or total removal of  the 
external female genitalia, or other injury to 
the female genital organs for non-medical 
reasons. The practice has no health ben-
efits for girls and women and can result in 
severe bleeding and problems urinating, and 
later cysts, menstrual difficulties, infections, 
as well as complications in childbirth and 
increased risk of  newborn deaths.

WHO agrees that “female genital mutila-
tion/ cutting has NO health benefits, and 
it harms girls and women in many ways. It 

involves removing and damaging healthy 
and normal female genital tissue, and it 
interferes with the natural functions of  girls' 
and women's bodies.”

Although all forms of  female genital 
mutilation/ cutting are associated with 
increased risk of  health complications, the 
risk is greater with more severe forms of  
it. Its immediate complications can include 
severe pain, excessive bleeding (haemor-
rhage), genital tissue swelling, fever, infec-
tions (like tetanus), urinary problems, 
wound healing problems, injury to sur-
rounding genital tissue, shock and death 
(source: WHO).

Long-term complications of  female geni-
tal mutilation/ cutting can include urinary 
problems (painful urination, urinary tract 
infections); vaginal problems (discharge, 
itching, bacterial vaginosis and other 
infections); menstrual problems (painful 
menstruations, difficulty in passing men-
strual blood, etc.); scar tissue and keloid; 
sexual problems (pain during intercourse, 
decreased satisfaction, etc.); increased risk 
of  childbirth complications (difficult deliv-
ery, excessive bleeding, caesarean section, 
need to resuscitate the baby, etc.) and new-
born deaths; need for later surgeries: women 
with severe types of  female genital mutila-
tion/ cutting might require deinfibulation 
(opening the infibulated scar to allow for 
sexual intercourse and childbirth), psycho-
logical problems (depression, anxiety, post-
traumatic stress disorder, low self-esteem, 
etc.) (source: WHO).

Fundamentally, ending female genital 
mutilation/ cutting is human rights impera-
tive. But even if  you take economic impact 
into account, there is an astronomical eco-
nomic cost too: Treatment of  its health com-
plications is estimated to cost health systems 
US$ 1.4 billion per year, a number expected 
to rise unless urgent action is taken towards 
its abandonment.

With only 5 years left to deliver on SDGs, 
it is high time for accountability because 
instead of  progressing towards elimination 
of  female genital mutilation/cutting by 2030, 
the rates have risen in recent years.

We cannot deliver on Agenda 2030 of  Sus-
tainable Development, "where no one is left 
behind", unless we completely end harm-
ful practices like female genital mutilation/
cutting. Gender equality and human rights 
are bedrocks for progressing towards SDGs.

Shobha Shukla is a feminist, health 
and development justice advocate. She can 

be mailed at ramakantbobby@gmail.com

EUTHANASIA

Human Dilemma Caught Between 

Compassion And Constitution
LALIT GARGG 

V
oluntary euthana-
sia, ending one’s life 
according to one’s own 
will, has long been a 
subject of  social, ethi-

cal, and legal debate in India. This 
issue is not merely about death; it 
is deeply intertwined with unbear-
able suffering, human dignity, 
compassion, and the right to self-
determination. These days, the 
case of  a 32-year-old man who has 
been in a coma-like state for the 
past thirteen years has become 
a living symbol of  this tragedy. 
There is no consciousness, no com-
munication, and no possibility of  
recovery, yet the family is forced 
to endure immense emotional, 
mental, and financial agony. This 
case has once again reignited 
public discourse on euthanasia. 
Across the country, thousands of  
such cases silently endure suffer-
ing, with neither solutions nor a 
clear legal pathway. This situation 
is not just a medical crisis; it is a 
profound test of  human sensitivity 
and social justice.

Modern medical science has 
developed the ability to artificially 
prolong life, but it has not resolved 
the ethical question of  whether 
sustaining life at all costs is truly 
humane when life itself  becomes 
nothing more than pain, uncon-
sciousness, and a meaningless bio-
logical process. The irony is that 
for those compelled to live a hellish 
existence due to incurable illness, 
prolonged coma, or complete loss 
of  consciousness, Indian law has 
yet to provide a clear and compas-
sionate framework. Many believe 
that when dignity, awareness, and 
hope disappear from life, a digni-
fied death becomes more meaning-
ful than the mere continuation of  
existence.

This raises a fundamental ques-
tion: why does our legal system 
still view such a death through the 
lens of  suspicion, fear, and crimi-
nality? Sections 309 and 306 of  the 

Indian Penal Code long remained 
legal obstacles to voluntary 
euthanasia. Although the Mental 
Healthcare Act of  2017 partially 
decriminalised attempted suicide 
by recognising it as a consequence 
of  mental distress, there is still no 
comprehensive and explicit law 
addressing euthanasia. Article 
21 of  the Constitution guarantees 
the right to life and personal lib-
erty, yet the debate continues as 
to whether this right also includes 
the right to a dignified death.

A historic turning point in 
India’s judicial approach to eutha-
nasia came in 2011 with the Aruna 
Shanbaug case. Aruna Shanbaug, 
a nurse at Mumbai’s KEM Hospi-
tal, suffered severe brain damage 
after a brutal assault in 1973 and 
remained in a persistent vegeta-
tive state for forty-two years. In 
response to a petition filed on her 
behalf, the Supreme Court rejected 
active euthanasia but permitted 
passive euthanasia under strict 
conditions. The Court held that if  
a patient’s condition is irrevers-
ible, with no possibility of  regain-
ing consciousness, and medical 
treatment merely prolongs life 
mechanically, life-sustaining 
treatment may be withdrawn 
under expert opinion and judicial 
supervision. While this judgement 
marked a significant milestone in 
Indian legal history, it was clearly 
an exception rather than a perma-
nent legislative solution.

Subsequently, in 2018, the 
Supreme Court, in Common Cause 
v. Union of  India, made the land-
mark observation that the right 
to life is not merely the right to 
live but also the right to live—and 
die—with dignity. The Court rec-
ognised the legality of  a “living 
will” or “advance medical direc-
tive”, allowing individuals to state 
in advance that life-sustaining 
treatment should not be adminis-
tered in the event of  an incurable 
condition. However, the process 
was burdened with such complex 
procedural formalities that, in 

practice, this right remains largely 
inaccessible to the common citi-
zen. In recent years, several cases 
have emerged that starkly reveal 
the gravity of  this problem. The 
very need for euthanasia arises 
from this harsh reality.

In terminal cancer, severe neu-
rological disorders, and end-stage 
illnesses, life often becomes syn-
onymous with suffering. Keeping 
an unconscious body alive through 
machines appears less like living 
and more like prolonged torment. 
Individuals should have the right 
to make decisions about the final 
chapter of  their lives, as self-
determination is a core value of  
a democratic society. Prolonged 
medical treatment shatters fami-
lies emotionally and financially, 
while also raising questions about 
the allocation of  limited medical 
resources. Opponents of  euthana-
sia argue that it may be misused, 
that the elderly or the poor could 
be coerced, and that doctors might 
become arbiters of  life and death. 
These concerns are serious, but 
their solution lies not in rejecting 
euthanasia outright, but in fram-
ing clear, stringent, and transpar-
ent laws. International experience 
shows that where well-defined 
legislation and multi-layered over-
sight mechanisms exist, the scope 
for misuse is minimal. Countries 
such as the Netherlands, Belgium, 
Canada, and Switzerland have 

demonstrated that compassion 
and regulation can coexist.

In India, the Jain practice of  
Santhara (or Sallekhana) and 
modern euthanasia may appear 
similar at first glance, yet at the 
levels of  philosophy, purpose, pro-
cess, and constitutional interpreta-
tion, they differ fundamentally—
while also sharing certain deeper 
parallels. This is why Santhara 
has continued without obstruc-
tion in the same country where 
euthanasia remains a subject of  
intense debate. In Jainism, San-
thara or Sallekhana is not viewed 
as death but as the final spiritual 
discipline—a celebration of  death 
rather than an escape from life 
or pain. It is neither a flight from 
suffering nor from existence, but 
a conscious process of  shedding 
attachment, anger, fear, and delu-
sion. Santhara is undertaken 
when an individual realises that 
the body is no longer capable of  
spiritual practice, when illness has 
become incurable, or when old age 
has rendered the body frail. Food 
and water are renounced gradu-
ally, with discipline and under the 
guidance of  a spiritual mentor. Its 
purpose is not to destroy the body 
but to purify the soul. Jain philoso-
phy holds that death is inevitable; 
the only question is whether it 
occurs in attachment and agitation 
or in equanimity and awareness.

In contrast, voluntary euthana-

sia is a modern legal concept whose 
primary aim is relief  from unbear-
able physical or mental suffering. 
Here, the individual seeks an end 
to life’s torment when conscious-
ness, communication, and hope 
of  recovery are irreversibly lost. 
This decision is emotional, medi-
cal, and situational—not a part of  
spiritual discipline. Euthanasia 
involves physical interventions 
such as medication, injections, or 
the withdrawal of  life-support sys-
tems, whereas Santhara involves 
no act of  active violence.

The time has come for India 
to shed its hesitation and enact 
a clear, compassionate law on 
euthanasia. Such a law must sci-
entifically define incurable and 
irreversible conditions, place the 
patient’s will and dignity on the 
highest pedestal, spare families 
unnecessary suffering, and pro-
vide doctors with ethical and legal 
protection. Euthanasia is not an 
act against life; it is a compassion-
ate response against meaningless 
suffering. When life is reduced to a 
mechanical biological process sus-
tained only by machines, devoid of  
consciousness, dignity, and hope, 
death should be seen not as a crime 
but as a human right.

If  our Constitution accords 
dignity to life, it must also recog-
nise the right to choose death with 
dignity. Enacting a clear law on 
euthanasia would not merely be a 
legal reform; it would be a defining 
mark of  a sensitive, mature, and 
compassionate society. Human 
empathy demands that a balance 
be struck between the sanctity of  
life and the cruelty of  suffering. 
When euthanasia is guided by con-
sent, safeguards, and compassion, 
humanity itself  is preserved. The 
judiciary must deliver justice that 
liberates the patient from suffer-
ing and paves the way for a more 
humane future.

The author can be mailed at 
lalitgarg11@gmail.com
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Beyond Natural: The Case Against Homosexual Attraction
RAQIF MAKHDOOMI

'
Homosexual' is a term used for a 
person who is attracted to his own 
sex physically and emotionally. 
The most well-known term used 
is “GAY”. The words 'lesbian' and 

'bisexual' aren’t that much used or 
known. But they are there, and people 
with such sexual orientations exist. 
'Lesbian' is a term used for a woman 
or a girl who’s attracted to a woman, 
and 'bisexual' is one who is attracted to 
both men and women. Another word 
for 'bisexual' is 'ambisexual'. Well, 
before I go into what religions, psy-
chology and other things say about 
homosexuality. It must be clear that 
the attraction between a male and 
female is all NATURAL. A male and 
female get attracted to each other in 
various ways, but the attraction that 
often is spoken about is physical or 
love. Well, if  we speak about it in a 
scientific way, it’s all the hormonal 
secretion that leads to attraction. 

The hormone called testoster-
one works for men, and oestrogen 
for women. They play their roles in 
attraction. Well, if  we speak about 
love, it is connected with several hor-
mones that make us feel warm and 
fuzzy. Dopamine is the reward hor-
mone that is released when we do 
something that makes us feel good, 
such as spending time with loved ones 
and having connections. Norepineph-
rine is also released during attraction, 
and the combination makes you feel 
giddy. Attraction is also associated 
with higher levels of  serotonin, the 
happy hormone. And physical contact, 
hugging as well as sexual contact, has 
been shown to increase oxytocin, the 
love hormone. So it makes sense that 
spending more time with someone, 
enjoying their company, and touching 
the more would make you feel more 
attracted to them. So as I said, it’s all 
about hormonal secretion, and it’s all 
about that. And yes, no doubt the same 
happens with homosexual people, but 
it’s “Irregular Secretion”. 

I have been calling this secretion 
“abnormal secretion” and will keep 
calling it so. It must be noted that the 
American Psychiatric Association 
” listed HOMOSEXUALITY in the 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of  
Mental Disorders in 1952. The World 
Health Organization in 1977 had listed 

HOMOSEXUALITY in CD-9. However, 
they later removed it. But the point 
is that still it’s linked to mental dis-
order by my research. In the begin-
ning of  the 19th century, people began 
studying homosexuality scientifically. 
At this time, most theories regarded 
homosexuality as a disease, which had 
a great influence on how it was viewed 
culturally. There was a paradigm shift 
in the mid-20th century in psychiat-
ric science in regard to theories of  
homosexuality. Psychiatrists began to 
believe homosexuality could be cured 
through therapy and freedom of  self, 
and other theories about the genetic 
and hormonal origin of  homosexu-
ality were becoming accepted. There 
were variations of  how homosexuality 
was viewed as pathological.

 Some early psychiatrists, such 
as Sigmund Freud and Havelock 
Ellis, adopted more tolerant stances 
on homosexuality. Freud and Ellis 
believed that homosexuality was not 
normal but was “unavoidable” for 
some people. Alfred Kinsey’s research 
and publications about homosexual-
ity began the social and cultural shift 
away from viewing homosexuality as 
an abnormal condition. These shifting 
viewpoints in the psychological stud-
ies of  homosexuality are evident in its 
placement in the first version of  the 

Diagnostic Statistical Manual (DSM) 
in 1952 and subsequent change in 1973, 
in which the diagnosis of  ego-dystonic 
homosexuality replaced the DSM-II 
category of  “sexual orientation dis-
turbance”. However, it was not until 
1987 in DSM-III-R that it was entirely 
dropped as a mental disorder.

A 2016 survey by the European 
Union Agency for Fundamental 
Rights found that many medical pro-
fessionals in countries such as Bul-
garia, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Poland, 
Romania and Slovakia believed that 
homosexuality is a disease and that 
such misconceptions continue to exist 
in professional materials. This goes 
against Council of  Europe Recommen-
dation 2010(5), which recommends 
that homosexuality not be treated as 
a disease. Well, the recommendations 
were a recommendation with no proof  
that will make us believe that homo-
sexuality must not be seen as a stable 
orientation. I remember reading a 
piece which clearly said that homo-
sexuality has a higher risk of  being 
psychologically affected.

 And all homosexuality has a thing 
in common called “hormonal imbal-
ance”. Well, science and psychology 
are still in the “researching phase”. 
The religions like Hinduism, Chris-
tianity, Judaism and Christianity 

have clearly declared homosexuality 
a crime, and some a punishable crime! 
If  we talk about Christianity, most of  
the sects don’t recognise homosexual-
ity and go so far as to call it sinful and 
immoral. Pope Francis, after his elec-
tion in 2013, repeatedly spoke about 
accepting homosexuality and the need 
of  allowing them into the church. So 
the need to allow them to church 
easily shows how sinful homosexu-
ality is in the eyes of  Christians. He 
also blessed a gay couple in July 2015, 
but the spokesperson, Ciro Benedet-
tini, the Vatican spokesman, said in 
the statement after the Pope blessed a 
“Gay Couple” that this doesn’t mean 
that we endorse this behaviour or go 
against the teachings of  the Gospel. 

The Gospel has clearly termed 
homosexuality a sin. Well, if  we speak 
about Judaism, the book of  Vayikra 
(Leviticus) is traditionally regarded 
as classifying sexual intercourse 
between males as a to’eivah (some-
thing abhorred or detested) that can 
be subject to capital punishment by 
the currently non-existent Sanhedrin 
under halakha (Jewish law). The Book 
of  Leviticus refers to male homo-
sexual sexual practices twice “Thou 
shalt not lie with mankind, as with 
womankind; it is detestable.” And if  a 
man lie with mankind, as with wom-

ankind, both of  them have committed 
a detestable act: they shall surely be 
put to death; their blood shall be upon 
them. Deuteronomy 23:17 tells follow-
ers, “None of  the daughters of  Israel 
shall be a kedeshah, nor shall any of  
the sons of  Israel be a Kadesh.”

 This has been interpreted as pro-
hibiting the “sons of  Israel” from 
serving as homosexual temple prosti-
tutes. The story of  Ruth and Naomi in 
the Book of  Ruth is also occasionally 
interpreted as the story of  a lesbian 
couple, while the relationship between 
David and Jonathan in the Book of  
Samuel is sometimes interpreted as 
male homosexual love (see David 
and Jonathan). Prohibitions for gay 
men besides anal intercourse. The 
laws of  negiah prohibit affectionate 
touch between an unmarried man 
and woman (except close relatives), 
because this touch is considered 
“approaching” a forbidden relation-
ship. As gay male sex is included in the 
category of  arayot along with other 
sexual prohibitions, the prohibition 
of  negiah would seem to also apply 
between two gay men. Nevertheless, 
some sources raise the possibility that 
the law may be more lenient for two 
men than for a man and a woman. 

The consensus seems to be that 
touch between gay men which involves 
sexual desire (including hugging and 
kissing) is rabbinically forbidden, 
while touch which does not involve 
sexual desire is permitted. While Hin-
duism has no different view on homo-
sexuality. It also prohibits homosexu-
ality by calling it a sin. And in some 
cases makes it a punishable offence. 
Now the question has to be asked of  
them: what do they want to show by 
celebrating Pride Month and coming 
out of  nowhere and asking society to 
accept something that came out of  
somewhere and which still is a con-
troversial thing to the whole world? 
Until there is some solid proof  for 
homosexuality, it won’t be accepted. 
But it must be made clear that they 
are humans as well and deserve to live 
and have respect. And above all have 
human rights. Love them and accept 
them as part of  society but not homo-
sexuality.

The author can be mailed at raqif-
makhdoomi818@gmail.com

Forgotten Foundation

Why We Must Celebrate Teaching As Premier Profession
ZAHOOR AHMAD LONE

 

I
t has become a common prac-
tice in public programmes to 
motivate the young generation 
by repeatedly projecting a few 
so-called “prestigious” profes-

sions, such as engineers, doctors, 
lawyers, IAS or JKAS officers. While 
these careers certainly deserve 
respect, the constant repetition of  
only these options presents a narrow 
definition of  success. Unfortunately, 
the noble and foundational profes-
sion of  teaching is often left unmen-
tioned, as if  it is less important, less 
respectable, or less successful. This 
silence speaks volumes and slowly 
shapes the mindset of  young learn-
ers in an unhealthy way.

One major reason behind this trend 
is the growing societal belief  that suc-
cess is measured only by power, high 
salaries, social status, or administra-
tive authority. In this race for mate-
rial achievement, teaching is wrongly 
portrayed as an ordinary or fallback 
career. This flawed perception com-
pletely ignores the reality that every 
engineer, doctor, scientist, judge, or 
civil servant begins their journey 
under the guidance of  a teacher. 
Teachers are the first mentors who 
identify talent, nurture potential, and 
ignite dreams. Without them, no pro-
fession can sustain itself.

Teachers are, in the truest sense, 
nation builders. They do not merely 
teach subjects; they shape personali-
ties, instil moral values, promote dis-
cipline, and encourage critical and 
creative thinking. A teacher influ-
ences not just the academic growth 
of  a child but also their social, emo-
tional, and ethical development. The 
strength of  a nation’s future depends 
largely on the quality and commit-
ment of  its teachers. When public 
speakers fail to acknowledge teach-
ing as a worthy career, it sends a 
subtle yet dangerous message to stu-
dents—that teaching lacks prestige 
and ambition. This erodes the dig-
nity of  the profession and discour-
ages talented and motivated youth 
from entering it.

Such neglect has long-term con-

sequences. When bright minds avoid 
teaching, the education system suf-
fers, and the overall quality of  learn-
ing declines. A society that does not 
honour its teachers cannot expect 
progress, innovation, or social har-
mony. Respect for teachers reflects a 
society’s commitment to knowledge, 

values, and human development.
Therefore, it is high time that 

speakers, educators, policymakers, 
and opinion makers consciously 
change this narrative. Teaching must 
be projected as a career of  purpose, 
leadership, and lasting impact. Stu-
dents should be inspired to under-

stand that choosing to be a teacher is 
not a sign of  compromise but a mark 
of  vision and responsibility.

If  we genuinely aspire for a strong, 
enlightened, and progressive future 
generation, we must encourage young 
people to dream not only of  becoming 
officers and professionals but also of  

becoming dedicated, passionate teach-
ers—the real architects of  tomorrow’s 
nation and the silent force behind 
every great achievement.

Author is a teacher and works in 
school education department. He can be 

mailed at zahoorlone1979@gmail.com 
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Floods Damage 0.78
undertaken through the State Disaster Response 

Fund (SDRF), while in the case of  calamities of  a 
severe nature, additional assistance is provided from 
the National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF), fol-
lowing established procedures.

“The financial assistance under SDRF and NDRF 
comes in the form of  relief  and not as compensation. 
The crop losses are also covered under crop insur-
ance schemes such as the Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojana (PMFBY) and Restructured Weather-
Based Crop Insurance Scheme (RWBCIS), which pro-
vide risk coverage against non-preventable natural 
calamities,” it said.

The Government further explained that admis-
sible insurance claims are settled directly into the 
accounts of  insured farmers based on yield data 
provided by the UT administration, conforming to 
the operational guidelines of  the schemes—(KNO)

Cold Wave Tightens
Qazigund settled at minus 2.2 degrees Celsius 

against 2.2 degrees Celsius on Monday, while Pahal-
gam recorded minus 2.6 degrees Celsius, down from 
2.2 degrees Celsius.

Kupwara registered a minimum of  minus 1.8 
degrees Celsius, compared to 1.6 degrees Celsius 
previously, while Kokernag dropped to minus 0.6 
degrees Celsius from 2.4 degrees Celsius.

Pampore and Pulwama were among the cold-
est places in the Valley, each recording minus 4.0 
degrees Celsius. Shopian recorded minus 3.8 degrees 
Celsius, Anantnag minus 3.3 degrees Celsius and 
Baramulla minus 2.9 degrees Celsius.

Srinagar Airport recorded a minimum of  minus 
2.0 degrees Celsius, down from 1.4 degrees Celsius 
a day earlier, while Awantipora recorded minus 2.6 
degrees Celsius. Gulmarg, which had recorded 1.0 
degrees Celsius on Monday, settled at 0.5 degrees Cel-
sius. Zojila Pass recorded an extreme low of  minus 
17.0 degrees Celsius.

In the Jammu region, temperatures also dipped, 
though remaining above freezing in most areas. 
Jammu city recorded a minimum of  8.4 degrees 
Celsius, down from 11.4 degrees Celsius the previ-
ous day.

Banihal recorded 1.7 degrees Celsius, while Bhad-
erwah dropped to 2.9 degrees Celsius. Rajouri record-
ed a minimum of  1.0 degrees Celsius, Udhampur 4.0 
degrees Celsius and Ramban 4.6 degrees Celsius. 
Doda recorded 6.2 degrees Celsius.

Ladakh continued to experience severe cold, with 
Leh recording minus 4.8 degrees Celsius, compared 
to minus 1.8 degrees Celsius a day earlier. Kargil 
recorded minus 4.2 degrees Celsius, while Nubra 
Valley recorded minus 1.9 degrees Celsius.

Drass recorded minus 8.2 degrees Celsius, Padum 
minus 9.1 degrees Celsius and Nyoma recorded the 
lowest temperature in the region at minus 14.3 
degrees Celsius.

Meanwhile, the IMD forecast said weather is likely 
to remain mainly dry over Jammu and Kashmir 
during the next 24 hours and the subsequent two 
days.

From December 18 to 20, isolated light snowfall is 
likely at higher reaches of  north and central Kash-
mir, while plains are expected to remain largely dry.

It said the weather is likely to remain partly to 
generally cloudy on December 20 and 21, with the 
possibility of  light snowfall over the higher reaches 
of  Kashmir division and light rain over scattered 
plain areas of  Jammu, mainly from the late night of  
December 20 to the afternoon of  December 21.

The weather department has advised that shallow 
to moderate fog is likely to continue at many places 
in Kashmir division and at isolated places in Jammu 
division.

It also cautioned that light snowfall combined with 
sub-freezing temperatures over higher reaches may 
lead to slippery road conditions during the late night 
of  December 20 and the morning hours of  December 
21, advising travellers and transporters to follow 
traffic and administrative advisories—(KNO)

Policeman Killed
Khan of  Poonch, sustained critical injuries. "He 

was evacuated for medical treatment, but unfortu-
nately succumbed to his injuries due to excessive 
blood loss," the IGP said.

He said that after the initial firefight, terrorists 
fled toward the dense forest. "The entire area stands 
cordoned off  and a joint combing operation has been 
launched with the support of  the Indian Army and 
CRPF," he said.

"The terrain is extremely difficult, with hilly fea-
tures and thick forest cover. As per the original intel-
ligence, three terrorists were hiding there, which 
was later confirmed during the encounter. The oper-
ation is on to track terrorists," he said.

Meanwhile, Director General of  Police Nalin 
Prabhat, led the solemn wreath laying ceremony 
at the District Police Lines in Udhampur, to honour 
constable Amjad Ali Khan of  the 22nd Battalion of  
the Indian Reserve Police (IRP) who died fighting 
terrorists in the operation.

Besides the DGP wreaths were laid by IGP (Jammu 
Zone) Bhim Sen Tuti, Deputy Commissioner Saloni 
Rai, along with senior police officers, CRPF person-
nel and district administration officials, who paid 
floral tributes to the fallen policeman.

A gun salute was given as a final farewell, fol-
lowing which the mortal remains were sent to his 
hometown in the Mendhar border area of  Poonch 
district for burial, officials said—(KNO)

Tricolour Symbol
General PK Mishra of  this very thoughtful gesture 

of  installing the 108 feet high mast national flag. He 
also appreciated the Flag Foundation of  India for its 
remarkable contribution in this historic initiative.

“May our beloved and victorious Tricolour fly 
high in the world. Our tricolour is a symbol of  our 
freedom, of  our self-respect, and of  sacrifices and 
martyrdom. Together, we should march to achieve 
the lofty vision of  making India a Developed Nation,” 
the Lieutenant Governor said.

Shri Satish Sharma, Minister for Youth Services 
& Sports, Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs, 
Transport, Science & Technology, Information Tech-
nology, ARI & Trainings; Lieutenant General Pratik 
Sharma, General Officer Commanding-in-Chief  
(GOC-in-C), Northern Command; Lt Gen P K Mishra, 
GOC White Knight Corps (16 Corps) ; Maj Gen HS 
Brar GOC 10 RAPID; Brig. Dayanand Sharma, Com-
mander Pallanwala Brigade, Maj. Gen. Ashim Kohli 
(Retd), Chief  Executive Officer (CEO), Flag Founda-
tion of  India; senior officials; War Veterans, Veer 
naris and students were present.

Soldier Dies In
The soldiers sometimes step on preplanted land-

mines during patrolling near the LoC. In most such 
accidents, due to rain, snow and other weather con-
ditions, these mines have been swept away from the 
area where they were planted. Such landmines are 
technically called ‘drift mines’.

As part of  the robust anti-infiltration mechanism, 
area close to the border/LoC fencing is often mined 
to prevent incursion into this side of  the line.

Jammu and Kashmir has a 740 km long LoC situ-
ated in Baramulla, Kupwara and Bandipora districts 
of  the Valley, and Poonch, Rajouri and partly in 
Jammu district of  Jammu division.

The Army guards the LoC in J&amp;K, while the 
240-km-long international border situated in Jammu, 
Samba and Kathua districts is guarded by the Border 
Security Force (BSF).

The Army and the BSF guard against infiltra-
tion, exfiltration, cross-border smuggling and drone 
activities initiated from across the border.

The J&amp;K Police and the security forces 
carry out anti-terrorist operations in the hinter-
land against terrorists, their overground workers 
(OGWs), sympathisers and drug smugglers.

Guarding the LoC is a Herculean task, especially 
during the winter months when heavy snowfall and 
avalanches hit the Army posts on the LoC, resulting 
in casualties. The temperature during both day and 
night remains below zero at the LoC, and logistics 
and supplies become a big challenge for the Army 
in the winter months

CIK Busts Terror-
workers (OGWs) and sympathisers. The revised 

strategy is aimed at dismantling the complete sup-
port system of  terrorism rather than targeting the 
gun-wielding terrorists alone.

Drug smugglers, drug peddlers and those involved 
in hawala money rackets and other unlawful finan-
cial activities are also on the scanner of  the security 
forces.

It is believed that funds generated through these 
unlawful activities are finally used to sustain terror-
ism in Jammu and Kashmir.

Anti-terrorist operations are carried out in the 
hinterland by the J&amp;K Police and the security 
forces.

The Army and the Border Security Force (BSF) 
deployed on the Line of  Control (LoC) and the inter-
national border guard against infiltration, exfiltra-
tion, drug smuggling and drone activities initiated 
from across the border.

Recently, the Counter-Intelligence wing of  Jammu 
and Kashmir Police (November 13) carried out raids 
at several locations in Kashmir in connection with 
the "white-collar terror module", and the terror blast 
near Red Fort in Delhi.

CS Reviews Mining 
geological studies of  major mineral blocks such as 

lignite, marble, graphite and granite through MECL, 
so as to establish clear estimates of  mineral reserves 
and attract better investor response during future 
auctions.

The Chief  Secretary impressed upon the depart-
ment to expedite the operationalisation of  110 non-
operational minor mineral blocks across various dis-
tricts to unlock their revenue potential and ensure 
availability of  construction material for developmen-
tal works. He also directed the department to remain 
uncompromising in dealing with illegal mining and 
to create sufficient deterrence through strict enforce-
ment and penal action.

About the mining reforms and major achieve-
ments made by the Department, the ACS Mining, 
Anil Kumar Singh informed that the e-auction of  
seven limestone blocks was formally launched by 
the Union Minister of  Coal and Mines on November 
24, 2025, marking a major step towards scientific and 
transparent exploitation of  major minerals.

 Under the Scheme for Special Assistance to States 
for Capital Investment (SASCI) 2025–26, he added 
that the Department had secured a grant of  ₹100 Cr 
after implementing key mining reforms, including 
adoption of  a Minor Mineral Policy, allocation of  all 
minor mineral blocks through auction mode, intro-
duction of  mine closure provisions with monitoring 
mechanisms, and initiation of  survey, mapping and 
exploration of  identified minor mineral blocks.

In addition, the department has operationalised a 
star rating system for minor mineral mines, estab-
lished the State Mineral Exploration Trust, and 
notified District Mineral Foundation Trust (DMFT) 
Rules in accordance with revised PMKKKY guide-
lines, thereby strengthening institutional frame-
works for sustainable mining.

A major focus of  the review was the Integrated 
Mining Surveillance System (IMSS), developed for 
the first time by the department in collaboration 
with BISAG-N (Bhaskaracharya Institute for Space 
Applications and Geoinformatics). The system inte-
grates GPS tracking, RFID, e-challan, weighbridge 
data and public grievance redressal mechanisms 
on a real-time digital dashboard to enhance trans-
parency, accountability and compliance in mining 
operations.

The department reported that 114 system-gener-
ated triggers were verified on the ground, resulting 
in confirmation of  14 cases of  illegal mining and 
imposition of  penalties amounting to ₹90 lakhs.

Moreover it was given out that a pilot run of  GPS-
enabled mineral-carrying vehicles has been suc-
cessfully conducted in District Samba, with plans 
to extend GPS, RFID and e-challan compliance to all 
mineral transportation across the UT by January 26, 
2026 after carrying out an extensive IEC campaign.

The department is also setting up Quick Response 
Teams (QRTs) at the district level with modern 
gadgets and logistics to respond swiftly to illegal 
mining activities, supported through SASCI, DMFT 
and regular budgetary resources. PoS machines for 
on-the-spot digital challaning and compounding are 
being provided to enforcement agencies to ensure 
immediate action on violations.

For the financial year 2025–26, the department 
has set a revenue target of  ₹300 Cr, including ₹200 
Cr from minor minerals and ₹100 crore from RCC-
related activities, while revenues from major miner-
als are projected in FY 2026–27 following completion 
of  the limestone auction process.

The Chief  Secretary stressed the need for time-
bound implementation of  reforms, deeper use of  
technology, and close coordination among depart-
ments to ensure transparent, environmentally sus-
tainable mining here.

He directed the department to adhere to set time-
lines, strengthen field-level monitoring and fully 
leverage digital systems to eliminate illegal mining 
and maximise public benefit from mineral resources 
of  the UT.

India Fences
curb infiltration and enhance national security.
Notably, in total, India has a land border of  15,106.7 

km and a coastline of  7,516.6 km, sharing boundaries 
with seven neighbouring countries.

The government’s efforts to fence the Pakistan 
border are part of  broader measures to secure 
India’s sensitive western frontier.

The government said fencing work along the 
remaining stretches is underway, with challenges 
in difficult terrains and strategically sensitive areas.

The completed fencing is expected to enhance 
surveillance, reduce cross-border smuggling, and 
prevent infiltration by hostile elements.

India has also made progress on other borders, 
including Bangladesh and Myanmar, though the 
focus on the Pakistan border underscores the gov-
ernment’s emphasis on national security in the west.

The government has strengthened intelligence 
gathering, inter-agency coordination and border 
management over the past two years, leading to 
improved detection of  infiltration attempts and neu-
tralisation of  terror networks, Nityanand Rai told 
the LS in an answer to another question.

He said capacities of  central and state law enforce-
ment agencies have been enhanced to mitigate terror 
risks.

He said closer coordination between central agen-
cies and state police has enabled joint operations 
against terror modules involved in recruitment, 
financing and other activities.

Border guarding forces have been equipped with 
drones, thermal imagers, night-vision devices and 
radar systems under the Comprehensive Integrated 
Border Management System.

These measures, Rai said, have resulted in reduced 
infiltration attempts, increased drone interceptions 
and recovery of  arms, ammunition and narcotics.

Pertinently, India-Pakistan border stretches 
across Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Rajasthan, 
and Gujarat, and includes the Line of  Control in 
J&K—(KNO)

Kashmir Rivers, Spring
unless significant rain or snow arrives.
Authorities warned that dry vegetation and pro-

longed moisture deficits are increasing the risk of  
forest fires in the Valley.

“The combination of  low river levels and dry 
weather is alarming for both agriculture and water 
security,” said an official from the Department of  
Disaster Management, Srinagar.

Experts at Sher-e-Kashmir University of  Agri-
cultural Sciences and Technology of  Kashmir 
(SKUAST-K) stressed the need for urgent, science-
driven interventions.

Vice-Chancellor Prof  Nazir Ahmad Ganai said, 
“Rising climate variability and water scarcity are 
major threats to agriculture. We need drought-resil-
ient crops and better water management strategies 
immediately.”

Scientists recommended research on regenerative 
agriculture, efficient water-use technologies, and 
climate adaptation to mitigate the impact of  chang-
ing weather patterns.

Meanwhile, the air quality in J&K is currently 
rated as poor, with a live AQI of  129 according to the 
US standard. PM10 levels are recorded at 91 µg/m³ 
and PM2.5 at 65 µg/m³, indicating that pollution may 
pose health concerns for sensitive groups.

In a fresh podcast, Chief  Minister Omar Abdullah 
expressed concern over climate change, saying he 
finds it hard to understand those who do not believe 
it is real.

Recalling his childhood, he said that during trips 
to Sonamarg, large glaciers were visible, but today 
they have receded, and only small patches remain 
in the higher hills.

“Gulmarg used to witness snow ski courses short-
ly after winter vacations. It was impossible for the 
area to be snowless during Christmas. But now, even 
in December, there is no snow,” he said.

The Chief  Minister also warned that while people 
often talk about pollution in Delhi, air quality in 
Kashmir is rapidly declining and approaching simi-
lar levels.

“We need to take concrete steps, not only by the 
government but also by the people. Everyone must 
make an effort to ensure a greener environment,” 
he said—(KNO)

Centre Releases Rs
in the Union Territory, approval has been granted 

for the construction of  1,000 Gram Panchayat Bha-
wans, besides the procurement of  1,318 computers 
to promote digital governance and transparency in 
rural local bodies, the reply stated.

It said the to bridge the digital divide, the Ministry 
is implementing initiatives such as eGramSwaraj, 
AuditOnline, and the People’s Plan Campaign in 
Jammu and Kashmir, which will reinforce participa-
tory planning, online monitoring, and accountability 
in Panchayat functioning—(KNO)

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have changed my name from (old Name) 
Nusrat Abbas Ansari to (new Name) Nusrat 
Abbas. In future, I will be known as (new 
name) Nusrat Abbas.
If any body is having any objection he/she may 
contact Passport Office, Srinagar within 7 days. 
After 7 days, no objection will be accepted.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have changed my name from (old Name) 
Syed Athar Murtaz to (new Name) Syed 
Ather Murtaza. In future, I will be known as 
(new name) Syed Ather Murtaza.
If any body is having any objection he/she may 
contact Passport Office, Srinagar within 7 days. 
After 7 days, no objection will be accepted.

EOW Files Chargesheet In Municipal Fraud Case In Budgam
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Econom-
ic Offences Wing (EOW) of  
Crime Branch Kashmir has 
filed a chargesheet before 
a special anti-corruption 
court in Srinagar in connec-
tion with an alleged munici-
pal fraud case involving the 
illegal allotment of  govern-

ment property in Budgam 
district, the CBK said on 
Tuesday.

As per a statement issued, 
the chargesheet has been 
filed in FIR No. 03/2022 
before the court of  the Spe-
cial Judge Anti-Corruption, 
Srinagar, under Sections 420 
(cheating), 468 (forgery) and 
120-B (criminal conspiracy) 

of  the Ranbir Penal Code, 
read with Section 5(2) of  the 
Prevention of  Corruption 
Act.

Three persons have been 
named as accused in the 
case, including the former 
president of  the Munici-
pal Committee Budgam, 
Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Dar, 
and two private individu-

als—Ghulam Mohammad 
Mir and Abdul Majid Bhat—
all residents of  Budgam.

According to officials, the 
case originated from a com-
plaint alleging large-scale 
embezzlement and illegal 
allotment of  a Municipal 
Committee building. Inves-
tigation revealed that the 
then municipal president 

abused his official position 
to confer undue benefits 
on one of  the accused by 
issuing a forged allotment 
order.

The probe found that 
the allotment order was 
falsely shown to have 
been issued on the basis 
of  a Municipal Committee 
resolution and approval 

from the Director, Urban 
Local Bodies, Kashmir, 
which were later found 
to be non-existent.

It said the accused had 
entered into a criminal con-
spiracy and prepared forged 
documents, including fake 
allotment, partnership and 
dissolution deeds, without 
lawful authority.

During the investiga-
tion, all three accused were 
examined and admitted their 
roles, officials said, adding 
that sufficient oral and docu-
mentary evidence was col-
lected to substantiate the 
charges.

Further proceedings in 
the case are pending before 
the court.
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PM Modi lauds 'vibrant welcome' 
in Addis Ababa, thanks Ethiopian 
counterpart for special gesture

IANS 

ADDIS ABABA: Members 
of  the Indian community 
gave a rousing welcome to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi as he arrived at the 
hotel in Addis Ababa on 
Tuesday accompanied with 
his Ethiopian counterpart 
Abiy Ahmed Ali.

In a unique gesture, 
Abiy Ahmed Ali - who in 
2019 was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize for his "decisive 
initiative" to resolve the 
border conflict with neigh-
bouring Eritrea - drove 
PM Modi to the hotel from 
the airport. On the way, he 
took a special initiative of  
taking PM Modi to the Sci-
ence Museum and Friend-
ship park, which sources 
said was not in the original 
itinerary.

At the hotel, PM Modi 
interacted with members 
of  the Indian community 
who had been waiting for 
long to catch a glimpse of  
the Indian PM. They car-
ried Indian flags in their 
hands and chanted "Modi 
Modi" and "Bharat Mata ki 
Jai" while presenting flow-
ers to PM Modi.

PM Modi and Ethio-
pian PM Abiy Ahmed Ali 
witnessed cultural perfor-
mances and took photo-
graphs with the gathering. 
A group of  artists sang 
'Dharti Sunehra Ambar 
Neela' song from Bolly-
wood Movie 'Veer Zaara' as 
they welcomed PM Modi at 

the hotel.
Sharing a video of  the 

artists singing Hindi song 
on Instagram, PM Modi 
wrote, "A vibrant welcome 
in Addis Ababa! Indian 
songs and music are indeed 
very popular here."

Earlier, Abiy Ahmed Ali 
welcomed PM Modi at the 
airport as he arrived for his 
two-day State visit to Ethio-
pia. Upon arrival in Ethio-
pia, PM Modi stated that he 
looked forward to engaging 
with Ethiopian leadership 
to further strengthen ties 
in various sectors.

"Landed in Addis Ababa 
a short while ago. Hon-
oured by Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed Ali’s gesture 
of  welcoming me at the air-
port. Ethiopia is a nation 
with great history and 
vibrant culture. India and 
Ethiopia share deep civili-
sational ties. I look forward 
to engaging with the Ethio-

pian leadership to further 
strengthen our partnership 
in diverse areas," PM Modi 
posted on X.

The visit is being held 
at the invitation of  Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed and 
underscores the growing 
strategic importance of  
India–Ethiopia relations.

Both leaders also 
engaged in an informal 
conversation at the airport.

"At Addis Ababa air-
port, took part in a tradi-
tional Coffee Ceremony 
with Prime Minister Abiy 
Ahmed Ali. The ceremo-
ny beautifully highlights 
Ethiopia’s rich heritage," 
PM Modi posted on X.

During the visit, PM 
Modi will hold compre-
hensive discussions with 
Abiy Ahmed Ali covering 
all aspects of  bilateral ties, 
including political engage-
ment, development coop-
eration, trade, investment, 

and people-to-people rela-
tions. As partners in the 
Global South, both leaders 
are expected to reaffirm 
their shared commitment 
to strengthening friend-
ship and expanding coop-
eration for mutual benefit.

PM Modi will also be 
meeting members of  
the Indian diaspora and 
address a Joint Session of  
the Ethiopian Parliament.

This is the first visit 
to Ethiopia by an Indian 
Prime Minister since 2011 
and Addis Ababa has been 
decked up with welcome 
hoardings, posters, and 
Indian flags in honour of  
PM Modi.

Ethiopia is considered 
an important and trusted 
partner for India in Africa 
and the Global South, and 
the visit is expected to 
further elevate bilateral 
engagement.

In his departure state-

ment on Monday, PM 
Modi highlighted the sig-
nificance of  Addis Ababa 
as the headquarters of  the 
African Union, noting that 
during India’s G20 Presi-
dency in 2023, the African 
Union was admitted as 
a permanent member of  
the G20. He said he looks 
forward to detailed discus-
sions with Prime Minis-
ter Abiy Ahmed, meeting 
members of  the Indian 
diaspora, and addressing a 
Joint Session of  the Ethio-
pian Parliament.

“I eagerly look forward 
to sharing my thoughts 
on India’s journey as the 
‘Mother of  Democracy’ and 
the value that the India–
Ethiopia partnership can 
bring to the Global South,” 
the Prime Minister said.

Prime Minister Abiy 
Ahmed Ali has been a 
prominent participant in 
previous editions of  the 
Voice of  Global South 
summit. According to 
the Ministry of  External 
Affairs, the visit reflects 
India’s continued commit-
ment to deepening South-
South cooperation and 
strengthening its partner-
ship with Africa.

PM Modi arrived in 
Ethiopia after concluding 
his two-day visit to Jordan, 
where he met King Abdullah 
II, Crown Prince Al-Hussein 
bin Abdullah II, addressed 
India-Jordan Business 
Forum and visited Jordan 
Museum on Tuesday. 

 PM Modi’s Jordan visit opens 

new chapter in bilateral 

business ties: Industry leaders

IANS 

AMMAN: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s visit 
to Jordan has marked a 
significant step forward in 
strengthening economic 
and business relations 
between the two countries, 
with industry leaders high-
lighting fresh opportunities 
across multiple sectors.

Speaking to IANS on 
the sidelines of  the India-
Jordan Business Forum, 
Rukam Capital Founder 
and Managing Partner 
Archana Jahagirdar said 
the visit has unlocked 
wide-ranging collaboration 
prospects.

Jordan’s rich cultural 
heritage and scenic natu-
ral locations offer strong 
potential for film and 
media projects, while 
Indian rice has gained pop-
ularity in the Jordanian 
market, gradually replac-
ing imports from countries 
such as the US and Egypt, 
she said.

Jahagirdar also under-
scored Jordan’s strategic 

geographical location, call-
ing it an important partner 
for India in the region.

Echoing similar sen-
timents, Florence Shoe 
Company Private Lim-
ited's Aqeel Panarwana 
described the day as posi-
tive for trade and economic 
engagement between the 
two nations. He said such 
high-level visits are crucial 
in boosting bilateral trade 
and strengthening India’s 
position as an emerging 
global economic leader.

Jordan-based fintech 
firm Get-To-Pay General 
Manager Rasha Asfour 
said that India-Jordan rela-
tions are built on mutual 
trust and shared interests.

Asfour noted that Prime 
Minister Modi’s visit has 
elevated the partnership, 
combining Jordan’s well-
regulated business envi-
ronment with India’s scale, 
talent and innovation, 
thereby creating multiple 
avenues for collaboration.

Earlier, addressing the 
India-Jordan Business 
Forum, Prime Minister 

Modi said India is steadily 
moving towards becoming 
the world’s third-largest 
economy, growing at over 8 
per cent. He attributed this 
momentum to productivi-
ty-driven governance and 
innovation-led policies.

The Prime Minister 
invited Jordanian inves-
tors to explore opportuni-
ties in India, assuring them 
of  strong returns.

He also highlighted sig-
nificant scope for coopera-
tion in pharmaceuticals 
and medical equipment, 
describing healthcare as 
a strategic priority rather 
than just a sector.

The Prime Minister said 
that if  Indian companies 
manufacture medicines 
and medical equipment in 
Jordan, it would not only 
serve local needs but also 
position Jordan as a reli-
able hub for Africa and 
West Asia.

The visit is being seen 
as a catalyst for deeper 
economic integration and 
long-term partnership 
between India and Jordan.

Congress in Haryana 

to bring no-confidence 

motion against BJP govt
IANS 

CHANDIGARH: The 
main Oppsition Congress 
in Haryana will bring a no-
confidence motion against 
the BJP government 
during the winter ses-
sion of  the Vidhan Sabha, 
beginning on December 18.

A decision in this regard 
was taken on Tuesday at a 
meeting of  the Congress 
Legislative Party, chaired 
by former Chief  Minister 
and Leader of  Opposition 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda. 
Among others who attend-
ed the meeting was the 
state party President, Rao 
Narendra Singh.

The meeting discussed 
in detail issues that the 
party would raise during 
the Assembly session, 
including adjournment 
motions, calling-attention 
motions, and zero-hour 
submissions.

The party has decided 
to bring adjournment 
motions on issues such as 
the dilapidated condition 
of  sports facilities and 
equipment in sports com-
plexes and the misuse of  
government machinery to 
form the government.

Additionally, issues 
such as saving the Ara-
valli range, compensation 
for waterlogging, rising 

pollution, the paddy scam, 
MNREGA, increasing drug 
abuse, corruption, educa-
tion, and health will be 
raised through calling-
attention and short-dura-
tion discussion motions.

The Congress will also 
demand a discussion 
against the statements 
made by BJP MLAs and 
MPs that spread caste-
based hatred. The party 
will also demand a discus-
sion on the issues of  the 
SYL canal, law and order 
situation in the state and 
the status of  Chandigarh, 
the joint capital of  Punjab 
and Haryana.

Questions will also be 
asked to the government 
regarding rising unemploy-
ment and the Haryana Public 
Service Commission (HPSC) 
giving priority to outsiders in 
government jobs.

At the meeting, Hooda 

clarified that the BJP 
formed the government by 
stealing votes. “To achieve 
this, they resorted to tac-
tics such as offering ille-
gal inducements before 
the elections and creating 
multiple votes for a single 
person. Therefore, a no-
confidence motion will 
be brought against the 
government, and its mis-
deeds will be exposed in the 
House,” he told the media.

The legislative party 
meeting welcomed the 
court's decision to reject 
the chargesheet in the 
National Herald case.

A condolence resolu-
tion was also passed on the 
demise of  senior Congress 
leader and former Union 
Minister Shivraj Patil and 
former MLA Sahib Singh 
Saini, and a two-minute 
silence was observed to pay 
tribute to them. 

Govt determined to clear 

VB-G RAM G Bill in current 

Parliament session
IANS 

NEW DELHI: Union 
Minister for Rural Devel-
opment and Agriculture 
&amp; Farmers’ Welfare, 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, 
on Tuesday introduced the 
Viksit Bharat - Guarantee 
for Rozgar and Ajeevika 
Mission (Gramin): VB-G 
RAM G Bill, 2025 in the Lok 
Sabha.

According to sources, 
the government is firm 
on getting the bill passed 
during the current parlia-
mentary session.

The ruling side argues 
that renaming employ-
ment schemes is not new, 
citing the transition from 
Jawahar Rozgar Yojana 
to NREGA, and later to 
MGNREGA, as part of  a 
continuous evolution in 
rural employment policies.

Sources also indicate 
that failure to pass the bill 
in this session could com-
plicate budgetary provi-
sions, as VB–G RAM G is 
a new scheme requiring a 
fresh legal framework.

Once enacted, rural 
workers will need to reg-
ister afresh under the new 
law to avail benefits.

The proposed legisla-
tion aims to establish a new 
rural development frame-
work aligned with the 
national vision of  Viksit 
Bharat @2047.

Under the bill, the gov-
ernment seeks to provide 
a statutory guarantee of  
125 days of  wage employ-
ment in every financial 
year to each rural house-
hold whose adult members 
voluntarily undertake 
unskilled manual work.

The bill also focuses on 
promoting empowerment, 
growth, convergence, and 
saturation to build a pros-
perous and resilient rural 
India.

The introduction of  the 
bill effectively proposes 
renaming and restructur-
ing the existing Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee 
Act (MGNREGA) into the 
new VB–G RAM G Scheme.

This move has triggered 
sharp reactions from the 
opposition, with senior 
Congress leader Priyanka 
Gandhi and several other 
opposition leaders accus-

ing the government of  
attempting to dilute the 
legacy and intent of  MGN-
REGA.

Addressing criticism 
over the guarantee of  
employment, govern-
ment sources stated that 
nearly 40 lakh families 
have already received 100 
days of  work under MGN-
REGA, countering claims 
that workers do not get the 
assured employment.

The government has 
planned to allocate Rs 7.50 
lakh crore over the next five 
years for the new scheme, 
which highlights its large-
scale commitment to rural 
livelihoods. If  passed, the 
VB–G RAM G Bill will offi-
cially replace MGNREGA. 
It will increase guaran-
teed workdays from 100 to 
125, and will also redefine 
India’s rural employment 
framework for the coming 
decades, say analysts.

Migrant boat sinks off 
Greek island, 28 rescued

IANS 

ATHENS: A total of  28 
people were rescued, while 
three others remained miss-
ing, after a boat carrying 
irregular migrants from 
Turkey sank off  the Greek 
island of Samos on Tuesday, 
Greek authorities said.

A search-and-rescue 
operation was underway 
to locate the missing ones, 
the Hellenic Coast Guard 
said, adding that winds of  
up to force 5 on the Beau-
fort scale were affecting the 
area, Xinhua News Agency 
reported.

According to the Coast 
Guard, the migrants were 
found near the coastline 
after their boat crashed 
into rocks. They were taken 
to a local hospital for first 
aid, while an injured baby 
in serious condition was 
airlifted to Athens, local 
media outlet Samos Today 
reported. The nationalities 
of  the migrants have not yet 
been confirmed.

Greece has been a key 
entry point for irregular 
migrants and refugees into 
the European Union since 
2015. Over the past decade, 
more than one million arriv-
als have been recorded, 
while hundreds of  people 
have lost their lives during 
dangerous sea crossings.

Data released recently by 
the European Border and 
Coast Guard Agency (Fron-
tex) showed that irregular 
migration flows through 
the Eastern Mediterranean 

declined by 30 per cent in 
the first 11 months of  2025 
compared with the same 
period in 2024.

According to Frontex, 
about 46,200 arrivals have 
been recorded in Greek 
waters this year.

Last week, a 12-year-old 
boy died after a trafficker 
forced migrants to jump 
from a speedboat off  the 
Greek island of  Samos, 
the state broadcaster ERT 
reported on December 8.

According to the Hel-
lenic Coast Guard (HCG), 
the vessel was carrying 38 
migrants when a patrol boat 
approached. The smuggler 
then allegedly ordered the 
passengers to jump into 
the water before escaping 
toward the shore. The child 
suffered fatal injuries after 
being struck by the boat's 
propeller.

The boy's body and the 37 
survivors were transferred 
to a local hospital. Authori-
ties have launched a man-
hunt for the trafficker.

Greece has been a major 
entry point for irregular 
migrants and refugees into 
the European Union since 
2015, with more than 1 mil-
lion arrivals recorded. Hun-
dreds have lost their lives 
attempting the sea crossing 
over the years.

The latest fatality fol-
lowed another incident on 
December 6, when Greek 
authorities recovered 17 
bodies and rescued two 
migrants from a vessel off  
Crete.

'India sees Taiwan as vital technology partner'
IANS 

NEW DELHI: India sees 
Taiwan as a vital technology 
partner as it is a leading chip 
manufacturer, and cooperation 
in this sector offers a critical 
pathway for economic growth, 
technological advancement and 
strategic autonomy, a media 
report said.

The Indian government has 
courted major Taiwanese com-
panies for several years, but 
awareness and engagement 
must expand across institu-
tions, industries and policy-

making circles, according to an 
article in the Taipei Times.

It highlights that a promis-
ing initiative already exists 
in the joint master’s program 
in semiconductor technology 
between four Taiwanese univer-
sities and the Indian Institute 
of  Science. The program boosts 
links between Indian academia 
and Taiwan’s semiconductor 
ecosystem. Indian engineers 
and technology professionals 
should be encouraged to par-
ticipate, ensuring the transfer 
of  expertise and know-how that 
India urgently needs.

Beyond education, India 
should consider establishing a 
Taiwan science park. A dedicat-
ed facility of  that nature would 
attract Taiwanese companies, 
facilitate structured and long-
term collaboration, and provide 
a visible symbol of  India’s com-
mitment to advancing its tech-
nological and industrial capac-
ity in partnership with Taiwan, 
the article stated.

It expressed the view that 
India must shed unnecessary 
caution and adopt a more confi-
dent and consistent approach to 
Taiwan. Consultations and dia-

logue should be elevated. Where 
unofficial channels already 
exist, Indian officials beyond 
senior levels should partici-
pate. Ministries responsible 
for economics, technology and 

trade must engage, with meet-
ings conducted at least at the 
deputy minister level to ensure 
sustained and effective engage-
ment. Parliamentary channels 
must be leveraged to advance 
Indian interests.

A dedicated parliamentary 
committee on Taiwan-India rela-
tions could provide continuity, 
oversight and strategic direction, 
ensuring that engagement is 
deliberate and long-term rather 
than ad hoc and reactive, the 
article further stated.

It criticises China’s increas-
ing assertiveness, highlight-

ing the incident of  an Indian 
woman from Arunachal 
Pradesh being detained and 
harassed at a Shanghai airport, 
targeted solely because China 
claims her home state as its 
territory. That was followed by 
a statement from the Chinese 
Ministry of  Foreign Affairs 
asserting that China has never 
recognised Arunachal Pradesh, 
which Beijing calls Zangnan.

The article observes that 
India cannot afford passivity 
in its dealings with China. This 
is not about confrontation. It is 
about asserting India’s priori-

ties, protecting its sovereignty, 
safeguarding strategic interests 
and recalibrating its regional 
posture. If  India continues to 
approach Taiwan with exces-
sive caution, it risks losing criti-
cal opportunities to bolster its 
position in Asia’s evolving bal-
ance of  power.

It also highlights that some 
Indian states have been engag-
ing with Taiwan, which has pro-
duced positive results in terms 
of  commercial and technologi-
cal collaboration with Taiwan. 
However, beyond those pockets 
of  progress, tangible outcomes 
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Movies ScheduleMovies Schedule
Wednesday, 17 December th 

www.bookmyshow.com | www.inoxmovies.com 
Paytm, Inox App, or directly from the booking 
counter at the cinema. 

TICKETS AT: 
FOR ASSISTANCE WITH TICKETS
CALL 95416 13868

CINEMA 
SRINAGAR

DHURANDHAR (A)
HINDI ATMOS WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES - 02:25 PM

HINDI ATMOS - 10:30 AM, 06:25 PM
HINDI - 12:55 PM, 05:05 PM

TERE ISHK MEIN (U/A 16+)
HINDI - 11:00 AM

KIS KISKO PYAAR KAROON 2 (U/A16+)
HINDI - 06:45 PM

SHOLAY: THE FINAL CUT (U)
HINDI - 02:45 PM

J&K: Uncapped Auqib 
Nabi sold to Delhi 
Capitals for Rs 8.40 crore

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, DEC 16 
() For the first time in 
J&amp;K’s cricket history, 
pacer Auqib Nabi, belong-
ing to Baramulla district, 
created history on Tuesday 
when he was sold to Delhi 
Capitals for a whopping 
sum of  Rs 8.40 crore.

The uncapped Indian 
seamer has been making 
waves with consistent per-
formances across domes-
tic tournaments, and the 
Capitals moved quickly to 
secure his services.

Nabi has been in remark-
able form this season. In 
the T20 Syed Mushtaq Ali 
Trophy, he picked up 15 
wickets in seven matches 
at an economy rate of  7.41.

In his most recent 
outing against Madhya 
Pradesh, he delivered a 
crucial all-round perfor-

mance, scoring 32 off  21 
balls to help set a defend-
able total before returning 
to claim three vital wickets 
to seal the win for Jammu 
&amp; Kashmir.

His domestic exploits 
go beyond T20s. Nabi had 
an exceptional start to the 
2025-26 Ranji Trophy, fin-
ishing as the only seamer 
among the top-five wicket-
takers in the first half  of  
the season.

He claimed 29 wickets 
in nine innings, including 
three five-wicket hauls 
and a sensational 7 for 24 
against Rajasthan, helping 
J&amp;K secure a spot in 
the knockout stages.

This dominance fol-
lowed his brilliant 2024-25 
Ranji Trophy campaign, 
where he ended with 44 
wickets at an average of  
13.93. No other seamer in 
the country came close, 

with the next best taking 35 
wickets, while only Vidarb-
ha all-rounder Harsh 
Dubey bettered Nabi’s tally 
with 69 wickets.

Delhi Capitals, who 
earlier in the auction 
secured David Miller and 
Ben Duckett at their base 
prices of  Rs 2 crore, will be 
hoping Nabi can replicate 
his domestic form at the 
highest level.

His aggressive pace, 
wicket-taking ability, and 
handy batting make him a 
compelling addition to the 
Capitals’ lineup as they 
look to build a balanced and 
dynamic squad for IPL 2026.

There was widespread 
jubilation among cricket 
lovers in J&amp;K, espe-
cially in Baramulla town, 
after news came about 
Auqib’s being auctioned 
for an unbelievable amount 
for IPL 2026. 

IPL 2026 Auction: Never thought 

of trying to trade Washington 

Sundar, says Parthiv Patel
IANS 

NEW DELHI: Gujarat 
Titans (GT) assistant coach 
Parthiv Patel has insisted 
that off-spin bowling 
all-rounder Washington 
Sundar was never consid-
ered for a trade to another 
team ahead of  IPL 2026. 
Patel also said Sundar’s 
versatility made him inte-
gral to the side, noting that 
he could slot in anywhere 
in the batting order while 
offering balance with the 
ball.

Ahead of  the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) 2026 
retentions, reports came of  
Sundar being potentially 
traded to Chennai Super 
Kings (CSK) from GT, but 
it never materialised.

“In our thought pro-
cess, we never thought of  
trying to trade Washington 
Sundar, or even if  someone 
asked us, we didn't even 
think about it. So that was 
never a doubt at all. As far 
as Washington Sundar, 
how he has played really 
well for India in the past 
year, whether it was Test 
cricket or wherever he has 
got a chance, he's a versa-
tile player.

“He can bat well at the 
top as well as at the bottom. 
So, depending on the 
season, we can use Wash-
ington Sundar anywhere,” 
Patel told reporters in a 
virtual press conference 
after the auction ended in 
Abu Dhabi on Tuesday.

Sundar was bought by 
the Gujarat Titans for Rs 
3.2 crore last year, and has 
been given limited oppor-
tunities in recent seasons 
under the ‘Impact Player’ 
rule. He featured in only 
six matches this year, 
though his knock of  49 
against Sunrisers Hyder-
abad showed his superla-
tive batting skills.

With his stocks seeing 
a surge following strong 
performances for India 
in all formats, GT will be 
banking on Sundar’s ver-
satility to address their 
number four slot issue 
to support a fantastic top 
three in captain Shubman 
Gill, B Sai Sudharsan, and 

Jos Buttler, especially after 
having traded Sherfane 
Rutherford to the Mumbai 
Indians.

Patel also addressed 
the flexibility issue in the 
middle order, noting that 
team decisions would be 
guided by conditions to 
decide between Sundar, 
Glenn Phillips, and new 
buy Tom Banton. “So 
basically, when we pick a 
team, it's in our mind that 
whichever player comes in, 
he should fit in our team 
and be ready to play in the 
eleven.

“So obviously, the way 
the pitch conditions will 
be, the way we feel on the 
ground and in the nets, 
we will make a decision 
according to that. But 
whether it's Washington 
Sundar, Glenn Phillips, or 
Tom Banton, who we took 
in the auction, no player is 
out of  consideration. But 
we have the luxury that we 
have such players who can 
play at any number any-
where,” he added.

England wicketkeeper-
batter Jamie Smith was 
a surprise unsold player 
at the auction, and Patel 
felt Banton, having more 
experience of  playing T20s 
for England, drew them to 
acquiring him in the auc-
tion.

“No, it's not that we don't 
have any interest. Obvi-
ously, Tom Banton and 
Jamie Smith have almost 
the same kind of  skill set. 
But Tom Banton has more 
experience. He has played 
in the IPL before. He is 
doing well in internation-
al cricket. So that's why 

we had to choose one out 
of  the two.

“But for that, we were 
very sure before in the 
way we were thinking, 
and that's why we took 
Tom Banton in the team. 
He brings a lot of  value in 
terms of  experience and 
batting at any number. 
Also, he is someone who 
can bat from the top till 
wherever we want.

“So obviously, we look 
at a batter who is versa-
tile. On top of  everything, 
he has the experience 
of  playing international 
cricket and IPL cricket. So 
that's the reason why we 
thought that he could be a 
classic fit for our team,” he 
elaborated.

On concerns around the 
form and rhythm of  lower-
order hitters Rahul Tewa-
tia and Shahrukh Khan, 
Patel expressed confidence 
in their abilities when IPL 
2026 begins. Tewatia has 
been out of  action due to 
a shoulder injury needing 
surgery, while Shahrukh 
was sent back home after 
having a poor time for 
Tamil Nadu in the Syed 
Mushtaq Ali Trophy league 
stage in Ahmedabad, GT’s 
home venue in IPL.

“March is still three 
months away. We feel 
that Shah Rukh Khan and 
Rahul Tewatia are both 
very, very valuable play-
ers for us. Even last year, 
Tewatia won a couple of  
games. He won a couple 
of  games - one against 
Mumbai and one against 
Delhi. He did that job, 
which we feel that he has 
the capability to do.

08SRINAGAR  |  Wednesday, 17, December 2025

Ali Sagar chairs meeting of Committee 

on Public Undertakings
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: A meeting of  
Committee on Public 
Undertakings (PUC) of  
Jammu and Kashmir Leg-
islative Assembly Tuesday 
held under the Chairman-
ship of  MLA, Ali Moham-
mad Sagar, at Assembly 
Complex here to discuss 
and examine the Audit 
Paras pertaining to PWD 
(JKPCC).

Legislators, Saifullah 
Mir, Baldev Raj Sharma, 
Shakti Raj Parihar, Ranbir 
Singh Pathania, Dr Bashir 
Ahmad Shah Veeri, 
Showkat Hussain Ganie, 
Saif-ud-Din Bhat and 
Tanvir Sadiq besides Secre-
tary, JKLA, Manoj Kumar 
Pandit were also present in 
the meeting.

Threadbare discussions 
were held on various issues 
pointed out in CAG's audit 

paras number 7.1, 7.2 and 
7.3. pertaining to Jammu 
and Kashmir Projects 
Construction Corporation 
(JKPCC).

Accountant General 
J&K, Tsewang Tharchin, 
highlighted the issues of  
audit paras.

Additional Chief  Sec-
retary, PWD, Anil Kumar 
Singh, also briefed the 
Committee about steps 

being taken to clear issues 
mentioned in the audit 
paras besides the present 
status of  ongoing projects 
of  the department.

Director, Finance (PWD) 
and MD, JKPCC briefed the 
present status of  liabilities 
of  JKPCC.

The members of  Com-
mittee gave their valuable 
suggestions and raised 
their issues regarding 

audit paras besides work-
ing of  the department.

The Chairman exhorted 
upon the officers of  PWD to 
take concrete measures for 
completion of  all ongoing 
projects. He also stressed 
on the importance of  audit 
and evaluation of  PSU's to 
ensure transparency and 
accountability in their 
operations.

The Committee unani-

mously decided and pro-
posed the concerned 
department to submit a 
written detailed report to 
clear liabilities  of  JKPCC 
and there after the audit 
paras number 7.1 and 7.2 
will be dropped.

Senior of f icers of  
concerned departments 
and Assembly Secretar-
iat were present in the 
meeting.

‘Extortion row’

Kashmir livestock traders 

aghast over Punjab govt’s silence

Two residential houses 
damaged in Shaheed 
Gunj Fire
‘Swift response prevents 
major tragedy; cause under 
investigation’

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: Two residential houses were 
damaged in a fire incident that broke out in 
Shaheed Gunj area of  Srinagar on Tuesday 
evening, officials said.

The officials said that the timely interven-
tion of  the authorities prevented the flames 
from spreading further.

An official said that two adjoining three-sto-
reyed residential houses were damaged in the 
blaze that broke today out late this afternoon.

He said that the fire incident was reported at 
around 4:38 PM and was doused by multiple fire 
tenders from Habba Kadal, Batamaloo, MR Gunj 
and Shaheed Pora stations. “The flames were 
brought under control by 5:16 PM—preventing 
the fire from spreading to nearby houses in the 
densely populated locality,” he said

Meanwhile, eyewitnesses said thick plumes 
of  smoke rose from the spot. They said that 
the firefighting operation was carried out effi-
ciently despite the narrow lanes and closely 
packed structures.

Officials also confirmed that no injuries or 
loss of  life occurred in the incident. “The damage 
remained confined to the affected houses. The 
cause of  the fire is being investigated.”—(KNO)

REHAN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Twelve days 
after the Jammu and Kash-
mir Government formally 
wrote to the Punjab Chief  
Minister seeking an end 
to alleged extortion and 
harassment of  livestock 
transporters at Shambhu 
and Madhopur check-
points, there has been no 
response from the Punjab 
administration, fuelling 
anger and frustration 
among Kashmir’s mutton 
traders.

The communication, 
dated December 4, was 
sent by the office of  the 
J&K Minister for Food, 
Civil Supplies and Con-
sumer Affairs, Transport 
and allied departments, 
requesting “an urgent 
appointment” with the 
Punjab Chief  Minister to 
resolve issues concerning 
the interstate movement of  

livestock to J&K.
However, despite repeat-

ed follow-ups, Punjab has 
not even acknowledged the 
letter, insiders from the 
Mutton Dealers Associa-
tion said.

“It’s shocking that 
even after a formal letter 
from one government 
to another, there’s total 
silence. The transport-
ers are being bled dry at 
these checkpoints, and 
nobody in Punjab seems 
to care,” said a senior 
mutton dealer.

The J&K Government 
had earlier flagged the 
issue after reports of  “ille-
gal payments and harass-
ment” at Punjab’s transit 
points surfaced, with deal-
ers warning of  a possible 
‘price hike’ if  the extortion 
continued unchecked.

“We are being pushed 
to the wall,” said Mehraj 
Ud Din, General Secretary 

of  the Kashmir Mutton 
Dealers Association. “Our 
government did its job by 
taking up the issue offi-
cially on December 4. The 
question is, why is Punjab 
silent? Does this mean they 
endorse what’s happening 
on the highways?”

Dealers have urged 
the Punjab government 
to immediately intervene 
and direct its enforcement 
agencies to stop illegal 
practices that obstruct 
livestock transport to 
J&K.

“If  this continues, it 
will hit not just traders 
but consumers in the 
Valley. Prices will shoot 
up, and the blame will rest 
squarely on Punjab’s inac-
tion,” Mehraj Ud Din said, 
adding, “As of  now, we are 
waiting, but there should 
be a decision on this soon; 
otherwise, our stance may 
shift.”—(KNO)


