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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA

...PAGE: 03

A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

16th 
Year Of  Publication Humble tribute to the great unifier of India, Bharat 

Ratna Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Ji, on his Punyatithi. His 
ideals of unity, integrity and nation-building continue to 
guide us to build a stronger & self-reliant India.

...Udhampur Encounter

Terrorist Killed, 
Cop Injured  

UMAISAR GULL 

UDHAMPUR: An uniden-
tified terrorist was report-
edly killed and a police-
man sustained injuries 
in an ongoing encounter 
between terrorists and 
security forces in Udham-
pur district on Monday.

Official sources said 
that the gunfight erupted 
after joint teams of  the 
Army, police and para-
military forces launched a 
cordon-and-search opera-
tion in the Soan–Martha 
area of  Majalta tehsil.

“As the security forces 
intensified the search 
operation, the hiding ter-
rorists opened fire, which 
was retaliated to, trigger-
ing the encounter,” an 
official said, “The initial 
reports suggest P-06
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    Pahalgam Attack Case

NIA Names 3 Dead 
Terrorists, Pak 
Handler As Accused 

AHMAD TAIMUR

SRINAGAR: The National 
Investigation Agency 
on Monday filed the 
chargesheet in the 
Pahalgam terror 
attack that had left 
26 civilians, mostly 
tourists, dead on 
April 22 this year, 
naming six per-
sons, including 
three dead terrorists and a 
Pakistan-based handler as 
accused in the case.

The anti-terror agency 
filed the chargesheet in 
the terror attack case after 
7-and-a-half  months in a 
special designated court in 
Jammu.

According to details avail-
able, the NIA has named the 
banned terror outfit Lash-
kar-e-Toiba and its proxy off-
shoot - The Resistance Front 
(TRF) in the chargesheet.

It has also named three 

Pakistani terrorists, who 
were involved in the attack 
and later killed in operation 

Mahadev in Srinagar, 
in the chargesheet. 
The ter rorists 
include, Sulai-
man Shah, Hamza 
Afghani and Jibran.

Two over ground 
workers (OGWs), 
who had provided 
logistics support, 

shelter and food day before 
the attack to the terrorists, 
have also been named in the 
chargesheet. They include 
Bashir Ahmad Jothar and 
Parvez Ahmad. The NIA also 
produced blood samples and 
hair strands of  the deceased 
as evidence in the special 
court while submitting the 
chargesheet.

At least 26 civilians were 
killed and many others 
were injured after terrorists 
attacked a group of  tourists 
in the Baisaran P-06

J&K Govt Sacks 103 Firemen 
Over 2020 Recruitment Fraud
ACB Confirmes Large-Scale Tampering In OMR Sheets, Illegal Manipulation Of Merit List

IANS

JAMMU:  The Jammu and 
Kashmir government has ter-
minated the services of  103 
firemen in the Fire and Emer-
gency Services (FES) Depart-
ment after an inquiry and an 
Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) 
investigation found large-
scale irregularities in the 2020 
recruitment process.

An order issued by Chan-
draker Bharti, Jammu and 
Kashmir Home Department 
Secretary has said: "Whereas, 
the government constituted an 
Inquiry Committee vide Gov-
ernment Order of  2022 dated 
December 12, 2022, to examine 
allegations of  irregularities 
in the recruitment process of  
Firemen/Fireman drivers con-
ducted in 2020 by the Fire and 
Emergency Services Depart-

ment."
"And Whereas, the Com-

mittee, after detailed examina-
tion, recommended a criminal 
investigation by the J&amp;K 
ACB into allegations of  paper 
leakage, manipulation of  
results, and other issues," the 
order said.

"And whereas, pursuant to 
these findings, the J&amp;K 
Anti-Corruption Bureau reg-
istered an FIR on January 
2, 2025, and submitted a pre-
liminary verification report 
vide letter numbers ACB-FIR 
dated January 9, 2025, followed 
by letters vide number ACB-

FIR dated November 21, 2025, 
and number ACB-FIR dated 
November 28, 2025, establish-
ing large-scale tampering 
in OMR sheets, fabricated 
scanned images of  answer 
sheets, and illegal manipula-
tion of  merit lists, conclusively 
confirming manipulation of  
results in favour of  106 candi-
dates who were awarded marks 
far in excess of  what they actu-
ally secured, tampered digital 
evidence."

"Whereas, it has been estab-
lished beyond doubt that the 
appointments of  these 106 can-
didates were obtained fraudu-
lently, through criminal means 
and result-manipulation, ren-
dering their appointments void 
from the beginning."

"And whereas, the protec-
tions available to civil servants 
under P-06

CM Lays Foundation Stones Of 
`37.92 Crore Projects In Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Monday 
e-inaugurated and in virtual 
mode laid foundation stone 
of  several key developmental 
projects worth ₹37.92 crore  
in Srinagar district, aimed at 
strengthening urban infra-
structure, improving civic 
amenities and enhancing the 
quality of  life of  the people.

The e-inauguration and 
e-foundation ceremony was 
held at the Sher-i-Kashmir 
International Conference 

Centre (SKICC). Deputy 
Chief  Minister Surinder 
Kumar Choudhary, Minis-
ters Javed Rana, Javid Dar 
and Satish Sharma, Advisor 
to the Chief  Minister Nasir 
Aslam Wani, Chairperson 
District Development Coun-
cil Srinagar Malik Aftab, and 
Members of  the Jammu and 
Kashmir Legislative Assem-
bly, including Ali Moham-
mad Sagar, Mubarak Gul, 
Shameem Firdous, Salman 
Sagar, Tanvir Sadiq, Ahsan 
Ahmad and Mushtaq Ahmad 
Guru, were present P-06

LS Approves Supplementary 

Demands For Grants For 2025-26
AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The Lok Sabha on 
Monday approved the supple-
mentary demands for grants 
for the financial year 2025-26, 
seeking an additional Rs 41455 
crore, of  which Rs 2504 crore has 
been earmarked for the Union 
Territory of  Ladakh to be trans-
ferred to the Union Territory of  
Jammu & Kashmir on account 
of  the apportionment of  liabili-
ties between the two Union Ter-
ritories.

As per the supplementary 
demands for grants, Rs 2504.46 
crore has been allocated to 
Ladakh to meet additional 
expenditure for transfer to the 
UT of  Jammu & Kashmir on 
account of  apportionment of  
liabilities between the two UTs.

According to the apportion-

ment of  liabilities worked out 
between J&K and Ladakh UTs, 
two percent of  the total liabilities 
of  the erstwhile state of  J&K-Rs 
2504.46 crore-were transferred to 
the Union Territory of  Ladakh.

Post the abrogation of  Article 
370 and the reorganisation of  
Jammu and Kashmir, a three-
member committee headed 
by former Defence Secretary 

Sanjay Mitra and compris-
ing retired IAS officer Arun 
Goyal and retired Indian Civil 
Accounts Service (ICAS) offi-
cer Giriraj Prasad Gupta, was 
constituted by the Government 
of  India to work out the distri-
bution of  assets and liabilities 
between the two UTs.

The committee apportioned 
the assets and liabilities P-06

CS Calls For Mission-Mode 
Implementation Of DPIIT Set DBR

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo, Monday held 
a review to access 
the implementa-
tion of  the newly 
rolled-out District 
Business Reforms 
A c t i o n  P l a n 
(D-BRAP) under 
the Ease of  Doing 
Business initiative of  
the Government of  India’s 
Department for Promotion of  
Industry and Internal Trade 
(DPIIT).

The review meeting, coor-
dinated by the Industries & 
Commerce Department, was 
attended by Administra-
tive Secretaries and Heads 
of  Departments, along with 
Deputy Commissioners of  
all districts through either 
in person or through video 

conferencing.
During the meeting, 

the Chief  Secretary took a 
comprehensive apprais-

al of  department-
wise services and 
reform param-
eters mandated 
under D-BRAP. 
He emphasized 
the need for the 

Industries & Com-
merce Department, as 

the nodal agency, to develop 
a common real-time dash-
board providing a consoli-
dated view of  the status of  
all services across depart-
ments and districts. He fur-
ther directed that all such 
services be mandatorily 
integrated with the Single 
Window System to ensure 
ease of  access and transpar-
ency for users.

The Chief  P-06

Centre Pushes Green, 
Eco-Tourism In J&K

RAJA SYED RATHER

NEW DELHI: The Union Minis-
try of  Tourism has implemented 
a series of  targeted initiatives in 
Jammu and Kashmir to advance 
green and eco-tourism. These 
efforts form a key component of  
the Ministry's nationwide strat-
egy to foster sustainable and 
responsible tourism practices 
across India.

Tourism Minister Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat  informed the 
Lok Sabha that the ministry has 
formulated a National Strategy 
for Development of  Ecotourism, 
which has been circulated to all 
States and Union Territories, 
including Jammu and Kashmir 
for adoption and implementation 
at the local level.

The Minister also said that eco-
friendly practices have been made 
mandatory under the Guidelines 
for Star Classification of  Hotels. 
These include installation of  
sewage treatment plants, P-06

Kashmir’s Winter Tourism Awaits Snowfall For Hotel Bookings
Lack Of Snowfall Has Kept Tourist Arrivals Low, But Industry Stakeholders Hopeful

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: With the Valley 
yet to witness its first major 
snowfall, Kashmir’s winter 
tourism is off  to a slow start 
as hotel bookings across popu-
lar destinations remain below 
expectations.

Stakeholders, however, 
remain hopeful that the 
moment snow blankets the 
mountains and plains, the 
sector will see an immediate 
revival.

Chairman of  the Jammu 
and Kashmir Hoteliers Club, 
Mushtaq Chaya, said that 
hotel occupancy across major 
resorts is currently low.

“Whether it’s Gulmarg, 
Pahalgam or Sonmarg, the 
bookings are minimal. Once 

it snows, we are sure the num-
bers will rise sharply,” he said, 
adding that winter tourism in 
Kashmir is directly linked to 
snowfall.

Chaya said they are hopeful 
of  a good winter season, but 
only for snowfall. "Snow is 

the biggest attraction in Kash-
mir’s winter calendar. One 
good spell of  snowfall changes 
everything,” he added.

Echoing similar views, 
Rouf  Tramboo, President of  
the Travel Agents Associa-
tion of  Kashmir (TAAK), told 

KNO that while travel agents 
are getting queries, most tour-
ists are holding back on con-
firmations. “Every second call 
we receive is about snowfall. 
Tourists are keen but waiting 
for snow before they finalise 
their plans,” he said.

Tramboo said the number 
will be known after snow-
fall, adding that this winter's 
expectations are good.

Sajad, a hotelier from Gul-
marg, said that inquiries for 
Christmas and New Year are 
increasing, but confirmed 
bookings are still moderate. 
“Visitors are hopeful about 
snowfall, and so are we. Once 
snow arrives, Gulmarg will 
witness a rush,” he said.

Tourism players said the 
coming days will P-06

‘34% Power Deficit’ looms in 
J&K, ladakh amid Cold wave

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: Amid persistent 
cold temperatures, Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh is 
likely to witness a power defi-
cit of  more than 34 percent in 
the month of  December.

The officials said that in the 
anticipated power supply posi-
tion in the northern region for 
December-2025, Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh is likely 
to have a power shortage of  
34.2 percent.

The official figures reveal 
that there is an availability 

of  just 2460 Megawatts (MWs) 
against a requirement of  3737 
MWs in Jammu and Kashmir 
and Ladakh. It also reveals 
that there is a shortage of  
1277 MWs.

Another official document 
accessed read, “With the 
increase in winter, demand 
of  J&K control area is on a 
higher side and it is hovering 
around 3200MW.”

It also said that the heat-
ing load is also picking up 
during early morning and 
night hours. “The demand 
may further increase P-06
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Deceitful Vlogger Misleads People Regarding Waiver of Electricity Bills and Traffic Challans by Lok Adalats, but Timely Intervention by DLSA Lands him in Legal-Net in Kashmir

Nasir Ali

Srinagar: A misleading video circulated 
by an individual vlogger on social media 
platforms, falsely claiming that major 
electricity bills and traffic challans would 
be waived off during a Lok Adalat, caused 
widespread confusion and distress 
among the public, forcing authorities to 
step in and initiate legal action.
The video, which quickly went viral 
and garnered nearly 1.2 million views, 
claimed that people attending the Lok 
Adalat would receive blanket relief in the 
form of waived electricity dues and traf-
fic penalties. The message struck a chord 
with economically vulnerable sections, 
prompting a large number of men and 

women to gather at the Lok Adalat venue 
carrying electricity bills, challan receipts 
and other documents, hoping for imme-
diate relief.
Scenes of confusion unfolded as people 
queued up from early morning, many 
travelling long distances and waiting for 
hours under the impression that their 
financial liabilities would be written off. 
For several attendees, the visit meant 
taking a day off work or arranging trans-
port at personal cost, only to later realise 
that the claims circulating online were 
false.
Lok Adalats do not have the authority to 
arbitrarily waive electricity bills or traf-
fic challans, and that such matters are 
resolved strictly within the framework 

of law and applicable settlements. “Lok 
Adalats are meant for amicable settle-
ment of pending disputes through mu-
tual consent, not for blanket waivers as 
claimed in the video,” an official said.
As frustration grew among the assem-
bled crowd, authorities noted that the 
misinformation had created unneces-
sary chaos and raised unrealistic expec-
tations. Many people expressed anger 
and disappointment, stating that they 
had been misled by the viral video. “We 
trusted the video because it was shared 
widely. Now we feel cheated,” said one 
elderly participant holding a stack of un-
paid electricity bills.
Taking serious note of the incident, the 
District Legal Services See Page 7

W E  T H E  P E O P L E

file photo

New Delhi, December 15 (UNI) Re-
membering Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
on his death anniversary, union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on Monday said 
that despite all the adverse circum-
stances back in the day, Patel unified 
the fragmented country into a strong 
shape of one nation after indepen-
dence.
Paying rich tributes to the veteran 
leader, who was also independent In-
dia's first Home Minister, Shah said 
that he made the security of India, in-
ternal stability and establishment of 
peace, his life's goal.
The HM also said that Patel was the 

leader who laid the foundation of 
self-reliant India by reviving the coop-
erative movement and making women 
and farmers self-reliant, and his teach-
ings and ideals will continue to guide 
the nation like a guiding star on the 
"nation first" path.
Earlier this year on October 31, on the 
occasion of Patel's 150th birth anniver-
sary, Shah also recalled that while the 
nation celebrated independence, Patel 
was actively monitoring naval war-
ships to secure Lakshadweep.
By sending the Navy in time and hoist-
ing the tricolor, the iron man ensured 
that the islands became part of In-

dia—a major post-independence con-
tribution.
Shah had earlier mentioned that Patel 
had integrated the princely states into 
a united India, and the only unfinished 

task concerning Kashmir was fulfilled 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
through the abrogation of Article 370 
of Jammu and Kashmir.
He had also criticised previous Con-
gress governments for not giving due 
respect to the stalwart, noting that it 
took 41 years for Patel to be awarded 
the Bharat Ratna.
Shah had also said that no monument 
or memorial had been built to com-
memorate Patel’s work until Prime 
Minister Modi assumed office, after 
which the Statue of Unity was con-
structed in his honour.
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Patel was Symbol of National Unity 
Laid Foundation of Self-Reliant India : Shah

Unveils Logo of Marathon

JAMMU, DECEMBER 15: Chief Minister Omar Abdullah today expressed hope that the maiden 
edition of the Jammu Marathon, scheduled to be held on March 29, 2026, will emerge as one 
of the iconic events on the Indian running calendar. He was speaking at the official launch of 
the Jammu Marathon at a ceremony held at Hari Niwas Palace here.

The launch event was attended by Minister for Youth Services and Sports Satish Sharma, MLA Jam-
mu East Yudhvir Sethi, former minister Ajatshatru Singh, Additional See Page 7

SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 15: 
Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah today chaired a high-level 
review meeting at the Sher-i-
Kashmir International Confer-
ence Centre (SKICC) to assess 
the overall developmental 
scenario of Srinagar district 
and obtain first-hand feed-
back on public issues from 

elected representatives.
The meeting undertook a de-
tailed review of sector-wise 
and Assembly Constituen-
cy-wise implementation of 
government flagship schemes 
and key development projects 
being executed under various 
budgetary components.
Deputy Chief Minister Surind-
er Kumar See Page 7

CM e-Inaugurates, Lays Foundation 
of Rs 37.92 cr Projects in Srinagr 
SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 15: 
Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah today e-inaugurated and 
in virtual mode laid founda-
tion stone of several key de-
velopmental projects worth 
₹37.92 crore  in Srinagar 
district, aimed at strengthen-
ing urban infrastructure, im-
proving civic amenities and 
enhancing the quality of life 
of the people.
The e-inauguration and 
e-foundation ceremony was 
held at the Sher-i-Kashmir 
International Conference 
Centre (SKICC). Deputy Chief 
Minister Surinder Kumar 
Choudhary, Ministers Javed 
Rana, Javid Dar and Satish 
Sharma, Advisor to the Chief 
Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, 
Chairperson District Devel-
opment Council Srinagar Ma-
lik Aftab, and Members of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Legisla-
tive Assembly, See Page 7

Centre Implementing major 
Hydropower & Renewable 
Energy Projects in J&K

Reviews Development 
Projects of Srinagar

CS Releases Publication on Climate 
Change & Floriculture in J&K

Apple Orchard Vandalized
Affected Family urges Police to take cognizance

Div Com reviews Progress of 60 MLD STP for Srinagar CityGovt orders 
Probe into 
Santoosh 
Trophy Team 
Selection Row
Srinagar, Dec 15, KNT: The 
Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment has ordered a detailed 
and impartial inquiry into 
alleged irregularities in the 
selection of the football 
team for the upcoming 
Santosh Trophy, following 
media reports raising con-
cerns over adherence to the 
merit-based process.
Sports Minister Satish 
Sharma said the government 
has taken cognizance of the 
issues highlighted in the 
media and assured that the 
inquiry will be conducted 
in a time-bound manner. 
He said any violation of the 
established merit-based 
selection policy will invite 
strict consequences.
“The selection process 
must be transparent and 
based purely on merit. Any 
individual found violating 
the policy will face severe 
consequences and appropri-
ate punitive measures,” the 
minister said in See Page 7

New Delhi (PIB): The Govern-
ment of India is implement-
ing major hydropower and 
renewable energy initiatives 
in the Union Territory of Jam-
mu and Kashmir to strength-
en power infrastructure and 
promote clean energy, the 
Union Minister of State for 
Power and New & Renewable 
Energy, Shri Shripad Naik, in-
formed the Rajya Sabha today 
in a written reply.
The Minister stated that 
NHPC Limited, a Central Pub-
lic Sector Enterprise under 
the Ministry of Power, is im-
plementing four major hydro-

power projects in Jammu and 
Kashmir with a total installed 
capacity of 3,014 MW through 
joint venture companies with 
Jammu & Kashmir State Pow-
er Development Corporation 
(JKSPDC). These projects in-
clude Ratle (850 MW), Pakal 
Dul (1000 MW), Kiru (624 
MW) and Kwar (540 MW), all 
located in Kishtwar district. 
The projects are at various 
stages of implementation and 
are scheduled for completion 
between December 2026 and 
November 2028.
The Minister See Page 7

JAMMU, DECEMBER 15: Chief 
Secretary Atal Dulloo today 
released three books authored 
by Prof. Manoj Nazir and Ms. 
Ridhima Koul.
Congratulating the au-
thors, the Chief Secretary 
called these publications 
much-needed to draw atten-
tion towards biodiversity, flo-

riculture and climate-related 
challenges in an ecologically 
fragile region like J&K where 
such issues have often re-
mained underrepresented in 
mainstream discourse.
He remarked that the authors 
deserve appreciation for doc-
umenting and highlighting 
these important yet neglected 

aspects through scientific and 
literary engagement.
The books released include 
Alchemy of the Red Rose by 
Prof. Manoj Nazir and Ridhi-
ma Koul, The Impact of Cli-
mate Change on Flowering by 
Prof. Manoj Nazir and Ridhi-
ma Koul, and Manoj Nazir: 
The Man Behind the Gladiolus 
Revolution in India authored 
by Ridhima Koul and Dr.Jyot-
sana Maurya.
Prof. Manoj Nazir is a distin-
guished scientist in the field 
of floriculture, widely rec-
ognised for spearheading the 
Gladiolus Revolution in India. 
His contributions See Page 7

Pulwama, Dec 15, KNT: A fam-
ily from Sonasambil village 
in south Kashmir’s Pulwama 
district has made a fervent 
appeal to the Senior Super-
intendent of Police Pulwama, 
seeking identification and 
strict punishment of miscre-
ants who allegedly vandalised 
their apple orchard by cutting 
down dozens of trees.
According to the family, at 
least 25 to 35 apple trees 
were cut down by unknown 
persons, causing substantial 

economic loss. The orchard, 
they said, was a key source of 
livelihood, and the incident 
has left them distressed and 
seeking justice.
The family said they immedi-
ately approached the police 
after discovering the damage. 
Police have taken cognizance 
of the incident and initiated 
preliminary action, raising 
hopes among the affected 
family members that those 
responsible will be identified.
“We want to know who cut 

these trees and why. We are 
simple locals and this orchard 
is our only means of survival,” 
a family member said, urging 
the authorities to conduct a 
thorough investigation.
The incident has also trig-
gered concern among inhabi-
tants of the area, who fear that 
such acts of vandalism, if left 
unchecked, could threaten the 
safety of orchards and liveli-
hoods across the region.
Police sources See Page 7

SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 15:  Di-
visional Commissioner Kash-
mir, Anshul Garg, today re-
viewed the operationlisation 
of 60 MLD STP for Srinagar city  
and the progress of  tendering 
process for utilities shifting 
required to connect lane-level 
drainage with the sewerage 
system under the Greater Sri-
nagar Sewerage Scheme (Jn-
NURM).

The meeting was attended by 
the Chief Engineers of KPDCL, 

PWD; Superintending Engi-
neers from PHE and UEED, 
Deputy Director Planning, and 
officers of NBCC.
During the review, the Divi-
sional Commissioner stressed 
the need to expedite and com-
plete the tendering process for 
utilities shifting related to the 
construction of connecting 
drainage portions of the UEED 
network. SE UEED assured the 

Chair that the process of con-
necting Households with the 
trunk line to the STP shall be 
completed by 5th January for 
optimal utilisation of the in-
stalled capacity.
The Div Com directed the con-
cerned departments to ensure 
timely power connection to 
the Sewerage Treatment Plant 
at Noorbagh and to complete 
the outfall line.See Page 7

Representational Pic
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL IRRIGATION 
DIVISION SRINAGAR NEAR J&K BANK,(Zaldagar)

Telefax No. 0194-2952696 e.mail Id: to-exenmidsrinagar@jk.gov.in

Gist of Short-Term e-NIT No. 32 OF 2025-26, Dated: -15-12-2025
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, Executive Engineer, Mechanical Irrigation Division, Srinagar, invites e- tenders on item 
rate basis by e-tendering mode for: -

S No Particulars of the work Tender fee 
(In Rs.)

Estimated 
Cost

EMD 
Amount

50 % 
Exemption 

Allowed  for 
SSI/MSE

Completion 
Period

Class/ Registration 
Type  (Qualification 

criteria)

1 2 3 4 4 5 6 7

1

Providing, Installation, Testing 
and Commissioning of CCTV 

surveillance camera system at 
stage- III of LIS Lethpora.

100.00 Rs.37969.00 759.00 Yes 07 days

Registered firms/
SSI Unit Holders/ 
other firms having 

relevant experience
The bidding process shall be completed online in two covers viz. Cover '1st' consisting of Tender Document fee, EMD in the form of CDR/
FDR, Pre-qualification. Cover '2nd' shall consist of Financial Bid in the prescribed BOQ. 
 The critical dates are as tabulated below: -

i Publish Date 15-12-2025 at 1630 hrs
ii Document Download/sale start Date 15-12-2025 from 1630 hrs
iii Clarification start date N.A
iv Bid submission start date 15-12-2025 from 1630 hrs
v Clarification end date N.A
vi Bid submission/ Document Download/sale end date 22-12-2025 upto 1400 hrs
vii Date and time of Bid opening 23-12-2025 at 1230 hrs

The bid uploaded on the website up to due date and time will be opened on scheduled date /time or any other date convenient to the 
tender opening authority in the office of the Executive Engineer, Mechanical Irrigation Division, Zaldagar Srinagar. All other terms and 
conditions shall remain same as laid down in PWD Form No. 25 & 33.

Position of funds Budgetary Provisions
Position of AAA Accorded under order No. 10-MCD DF 2025-26 Dated: -08-05-2025

Position of Technical sanction Sanctioned vide No. 9D of 2025-26 Dated: 2B-11-2D25
No. MIDS/Ts/4407-12  Sd/-
Dated: -15-12-2025 Executive Engineer,
DIPK-9012-25 Mechanical Irrigation Division,
DT: 15/12/2025 Srinagar

Govt outlines progress on 
hydropower, solar energy 
development in J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: The Gov-
ernment of  India is imple-
menting major hydropow-
er and renewable energy 
initiatives in the Union 
Territory of  Jammu and 
Kashmir to strengthen 
power infrastructure and 
promote clean energy, the 
Union Minister of  State for 
Power and New & Renew-
able Energy,  Shripad Naik, 
informed the Rajya Sabha 
today in a written reply.

The Minister stated that 
NHPC Limited, a Central 
Public Sector Enterprise 
under the Ministry of  
Power, is implementing 
four major hydropower 
projects in Jammu and 
Kashmir with a total 
installed capacity of  3,014 
MW through joint venture 
companies with Jammu 
& Kashmir State Power 
Development Corporation 
(JKSPDC). These projects 
include Ratle (850 MW), 
Pakal Dul (1000 MW), Kiru 
(624 MW) and Kwar (540 
MW), all located in Kisht-
war district. The projects 
are at various stages of  

implementation and are 
scheduled for completion 
between December 2026 
and November 2028.

The Minister further 
informed that NHPC has 
three hydropower projects 
under the planning stage 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
namely Uri-I Stage-II (240 
MW) in Baramulla, Dul-
hasti Stage-II (260 MW) in 
Kishtwar, and Sawalkot 
(1,856 MW) in Ramban and 
Udhampur districts, with a 

combined planned capacity 
of  2,356 MW.

H i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e 
Government’s focus on 
renewable energy, the 
Minister said that under 
the PM Surya Ghar: Muft 
Bijli Yojana, a total of  
16,212 rooftop solar sys-
tems have been installed 
in the UT of  Jammu and 
Kashmir as on 11 Decem-
ber 2025. Under the PM-
KUSUM scheme, the UT 
has been allocated 5,000 

solar pumps, of  which 
3,601 pumps have been 
installed as on 30 Novem-
ber 2025.

The Solar Energy Cor-
poration of  India (SECI) 
has signed a Memorandum 
of  Understanding with 
JKSPDC for the develop-
ment of  a 10 MW Solar 
Photovoltaic project in the 
UT, which is scheduled to 
be completed within 12 
months of  award of  work, 
the minister added.

Central govt’s mega infrastructure 

drive reshapes Jmu-Rajouri highway
IANS

RAJOURI: The Jammu–
Rajouri–Poonch highway is 
undergoing a historic trans-
formation under the Central 
Government’s focused infra-
structure push, with devel-
opment works progressing 
at an unprecedented pace. 
The ambitious projects aim 
to improve connectivity, 
enhance safety, and acceler-
ate economic growth in the 
sensitive border districts of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

In Rajouri’s Manjakote 
region, the construction 
of  bypass roads, massive 
bridges, double-lane high-
ways and tunnels is in full 
swing. These large-scale 
works are being supported 
by substantial central fund-
ing running into lakhs and 
crores of  rupees, reflect-
ing the government’s com-
mitment to modernising 
border infrastructure.

For decades, Rajouri, 
being a strategically 
important border district, 
remained hampered by 
poor road connectivity. 
Residents were often forced 
to undertake long, exhaust-
ing and unsafe journeys 
due to narrow roads and 
frequent bottlenecks. With 
the new infrastructure 
projects nearing comple-
tion, travel time between 
Jammu and Poonch is 
expected to reduce to 

nearly five hours, a signifi-
cant improvement from the 
earlier 8-10 hour ordeal.

Describing the transfor-
mation as a dream turning 
into reality, local residents 
said they never imagined 
witnessing such modern 
road infrastructure in the 
region. From struggling 
for basic link roads to now 
seeing world-class bridges 
and double-lane highways, 
the change is being termed 
revolutionary. Many have 
expressed deep gratitude 
to the Central Government 
for prioritising border 
areas and laying a strong 
foundation for growth, 

safety and prosperity.
Sharing his views, Asif  

Khan said, “The construc-
tion is underway, and the 
work is progressing at a 
rapid pace.”

The National Highway 
144A Megha project is set 
to provide a major boost to 
the twin border districts 
of  Rajouri and Poonch. 
Once fully completed, 
the  upg raded high-
way will reduce travel 
time between Poonch, 
Rajouri  and Jammu 
from nearly six hours to 
just three to four hours. 
T he Rajouri–Jammu 
journey, in particular, is 

expected to come down to 
around 2.5 hours.

The new road alignment 
will also shorten the dis-
tance by about 9.5 kilome-
tres compared to existing 
routes, directly benefiting 
local commuters. Addi-
tionally, the project has 
generated employment 
opportunities for local 
youth, including engineers, 
equipment operators, driv-
ers, helpers and labourers. 
Improved connectivity is 
expected to boost tourism 
in the Pir Panjal region, 
further driving economic 
development and long-
term growth. 

JKPDA Meets Controller 

Legal Metrology J&K
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Petroleum 
Dealers Association 
(JKPDA) Monday called 
on the Controller, Legal 
Metrology, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Shiv Kumar 
Gupta, to discuss key 
issues and operational 
challenges being faced by 
petroleum dealers across 
the Union Territory.

The delegation, led by 
JKPDA President, Rahul 
Gupta, highlighted the 
importance of  close coor-
dination between the Legal 
Metrology Department 
and petroleum dealers to 
ensure smooth operations 
and effective compliance 
with prescribed regulatory 
standards.

During the interac-
tion, the Controller, Legal 
Metrology, assured the del-
egation of  full cooperation 
from the department. He 
emphasized strict adher-
ence to legal provisions, 

transparency in day-to-day 
operations, and prompt 
redressal of  consumer 
grievances, reiterating 
that consumer trust and 
satisfaction remain the 
cornerstone of  the petro-
leum retail sector.

The Controller further 
advised the dealers to 
ensure timely submission 
of  applications for reveri-
fication of  dispensing units 
strictly in accordance with 
the prescribed Standard 
Operating Procedures 
(SOPs). He stressed the 
need to ensure accurate 
quantity and quality deliv-
ery of  petroleum products 
at all times.

Dealers were also 

advised to maintain duly 
verified capacity measures 
of  appropriate capacity, 
such as 5 litres or 10 litres, 
and to periodically check 
the accuracy of  fuel dis-
pensers so that consumers 
are neither short-delivered 
nor misled in any manner.

Responding to the 
issues raised, the JKPDA 
delegation assured the 
Controller that the asso-
ciation and its members 
would strictly adhere to 
all the guidelines and 
directions issued by the 
Legal Metrology Depart-
ment and would extend 
full cooperation in ensur-
ing compliance with all 
statutory requirements.

Sarmad Hafeez inaugurates 
Exhibition-cum-Sale at Kala Kendra

DC Shopian reviews 

preparations for Good 

Governance Week

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Commissioner 
Secretary, Social Welfare, 
Sarmad Hafeez, Monday 
inaugurated Exhibition-
cum-Sale organized by 
J&K Women's Develop-
ment Corporation and 
sponsored by National 
Minorities Development 
& Finance Corporation 
(NMDFC), Ministry for 
Minorities Affairs, at Kala 
Kendra, here.

Around 80 beneficia-
ries/SHGs are participat-

ing in the event.
The Commissioner 

Secretary inspected stalls 
and interacted with the 
exhibitors. He appreciated 
the efforts of  the manage-
ment for bringing out the 
exhibitors from almost all 
districts of  the UT. This 
will provide them a market 
platform to exhibit and 
sale their products besides 
enthusing a healthy com-
petition among the women 
to develop products for 
better market.

Various handicraft 

products handmade cush-
ions, Suits, Kashmiri 
Shawls, Bed Sheets, Paper 
Machine, Crewel Embroi-
dery Items, Sozni Embroi-
dery Items, Jute Acces-
sories, and Dry Fruits are 
being displayed in the exhi-
bition stalls.

Managing Director, 
Women's Development 
Corporation, Managing 
Director, SC/ST/OBC 
Development Corporation 
and other officers of  the 
department were present 
in the occasion.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Shopian, 
Shishir Gupta Monday 
chaired a comprehensive 
meeting to review prepa-
rations for the effective 
implementation of  the 
Good Governance Week 
campaign “Prashasan 
Gaon Ki Ore”, scheduled 
to be held from December 
19 to 25, 2025.

During the meeting, 
The DC emphasized on the 
coordinated efforts of  all 
line departments to ensure 
smooth implementation of  
the village outreach cam-
paign with focus on citizen-
centric delivery of  services 
at the grassroots level.

Tehsildars were desig-
nated as Nodal Officers at 
Tehsil-level camps, while 
Block Development Offi-
cers (BDOs) were nomi-
nated as Nodal Officers at 
Panchayat-level camps for 
the campaign period.

The DC directed all line 
departments to depute 
their representatives to 
the designated village level 
camps and submit deputa-
tion schedules in advance.

Establishment of  Reg-
istration Desks, Service 
Delivery Desks and the 
availability of  a dedicated 
Samadhan Portal at all 
camps shall be ensured to 
facilitate prompt redressal 
of  public grievances and 
delivery of  public services.

Reiterating the objective 
of  Good Governance Week, 
the DC stressed that the 
campaign aims to take gov-
ernance to the doorsteps of  
citizens and ensure trans-
parency, accountability 
and efficient public service 
delivery across the district.

The meeting was 
attended by ADDC, Dr. 
Nasir Ahmed Lone; ADC, 
Dr. Zakir Hussain Faaz; 
ACD, district and sectoral 
officers,tehsildars and 
BDOs.

DC Kulgam flags off farmers for 
exposure visit to CSKHPKV

HC conducts On-Spot inspection 
of JJM Schemes in B'la

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: The House 
Committee, constituted by 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly to 
probe alleged irregularities 
in the implementation of  the 
Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 
Monday conducted an on-spot 
inspection of JJM schemes in 

Baramulla district.
The Committee, led 

by Chairman Hasnain 
Masoodi, MLA, visited 
various sites in the district 
to assess the ground-level 
implementation of  the JJM 
programme. The inspec-
tion aimed at reviewing 
progress, quality of  works, 
and adherence to guide-
lines, besides addressing 

issues and concerns raised 
by the public.

During the visit, offi-
cers concerned briefed 
the Committee about the 
status of  schemes, chal-
lenges faced in execution, 
and steps being taken to 
ensure timely completion 
and delivery of  safe drink-
ing water to households.

The Committee empha-
sized transparency, 
accountability, and effec-
tive monitoring to ensure 
that the benefits of  the Jal 
Jeevan Mission reach the 
intended beneficiaries.

 The visit reflects the 
Legislature’s commitment 
to strengthening oversight 
and improving service 
delivery in the district.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Under the 
Holistic Agriculture 
Development Programme 
(HADP), the Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam 
Athar Aamir Khan, 
Monday flagged off  46 
farmers of  the district for 
a five-day exposure visit to 
Chaudhary Sarwan Kumar 
Himachal Pradesh Krishi 
Vishvavidyalaya (CSKHP-
KV), Palampur (HP) under 
the Promotion of  Oilseeds 
programme, 2025–26.

The exposure visit aims 
to familiarize farmers with 
advanced agricultural 
technologies, improved 
oilseed cultivation prac-
tices, and innovative farm-
ing techniques to enhance 
productivity and farmer’s 

income in the district.
On the occasion, the DC 

highlighted the significance 
of  such exposure visits in 
capacity building of  farm-
ers and promoting the 
adoption of  scientific and 
sustainable agricultural 
practices under HADP.

Chief  Agriculture 
Officer Kulgam, Farooq 
Ahmad Reshi, along with 
other officers of  the Agri-
culture Department, were 
present on the occasion 
and assured continued 
technical support to the 
farming community.

The initiative is expect-
ed to contribute signifi-
cantly towards strength-
ening oilseed production 
and overall agricultural 
development in Kulgam 
district. 
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CM Omar reviews progress of development works in District Srinagar
Flags Achan land-fill site and traffic congestion as grave challenges

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Monday 
chaired a high-level review 
meeting at the Sher-i-Kash-
mir International Conference 
Centre (SKICC) to assess the 
overall developmental scenario 
of  Srinagar district and obtain 
first-hand feedback on public 
issues from elected representa-
tives.

The meeting undertook a 
detailed review of  sector-wise 
and Assembly Constituency-
wise implementation of  gov-
ernment flagship schemes and 
key development projects being 
executed under various budget-
ary components.

Deputy Chief  Minister 
Surinder Kumar Chowdhury, 
Ministers Javaid Ahmad Rana, 
Javaid Dar and Satish Sharma, 
Advisor to the Chief  Minister 
Nasir Aslam Wani, Chairper-
son District Development Coun-
cil Srinagar Malik Aftab, and 
Members of  the Legislative 
Assembly from Srinagar dis-
trict attended the meeting.

MLAs including Ali Moham-
mad Sagar, Mubarak Gul, Sha-
meem Firdous, Salman Sagar, 
Tanvir Sadiq, Ahsan Ahmad 

Pardesi and Mushtaq Ahmad 
Guru raised issues related to 
development and civic ameni-
ties in their respective constitu-
encies.

Among senior officials pres-
ent were Additional Chief  
Secretary to the Chief  Minis-
ter Dheeraj Gupta, Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir Anshul 
Garg, Deputy Commissioner 
Srinagar Akshay Labroo, Com-
missioner Srinagar Municipal 
Corporation Faz Lul Haseeb, 
Director FCS&CA Dr Owais 
Ahmad, along with Heads of  
Departments and senior sec-
toral and district officers.

The Chief  Minister assured 
that concerns raised by the 
elected representatives would 
be addressed on priority to 
ensure responsive and people-
centric governance.

The Chief  Minister laid spe-
cial emphasis on the need for 
a permanent and sustainable 
solution to the environmental 
and public health issues aris-
ing from the Achan dumping 
site. He directed the concerned 
departments to adopt scientific 
and environmentally sound 
waste management practices 
and stressed that the issue must 
be resolved in a time-bound 

manner.
Reviewing the traffic situa-

tion in Srinagar, the Chief  Min-
ister called for long-term and 
integrated measures to ease 
congestion. He directed officers 
to identify and remove critical 
bottlenecks at major roads and 
junctions, improve road align-
ment where land has already 
been acquired under widening 

projects, and strengthen coordi-
nation among executing agen-
cies to ensure smooth vehicular 
movement.

Expressing concern over 
the growing issue of  stray 
dogs, the Chief  Minister 
stressed the adoption of  
a humane, scientific and 
legally compliant approach 
to address the dog menace, 

emphasising enhanced coor-
dination between municipal 
authorities and other con-
cerned stakeholders.

The Chief  Minister also 
underscored the importance of  
active involvement of  elected 
representatives in the planning 
and execution of  development 
initiatives, stating that their 
participation is vital for ensur-

ing grassroots feedback, trans-
parency and effective imple-
mentation of  public welfare 
programmes.

He directed all departments 
to maintain close inter-depart-
mental coordination, adhere 
to prescribed timelines, and 
ensure that development works 
translate into tangible benefits 
for the people of  Srinagar.

During the review, the Chief  
Minister assessed departmental 
performance in implementing 
flagship schemes and executing 
key development projects under 
District CAPEX and CDF alloca-
tions. He emphasised the need 
to accelerate project execution 
and ensure timely utilisation 
of  funds, while maintaining 
close coordination with MLAs 
to ensure visible outcomes on 
the ground.

Earlier, Deputy Commis-
sioner Srinagar Akshay Labroo 
briefed the Chief  Minister 
through a detailed presentation 
on the district’s developmental 
scenario, ongoing initiatives 
and implementation of  public-
centric government schemes. 
The Commissioner, Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation, also 
presented an overview of  key 
civic initiatives.

The Chief  Minister was 
further apprised of  winter 
pre paredness  measures 
put in place by the district 
administration and Sri-
nagar Municipal Corpora-
tion to ensure uninterrupt-
ed essential services and 
public convenience during 
snowfall and other weather-
related challenges.

CS reviews district preparedness for 
weeklong ‘Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore’ Campaign

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: In a run-up to 
the nationwide ‘Sushasan 
Saptah – Prashasan Gaon 
Ki Ore’ campaign to be 
observed from December 
19 to 25, 2025, Chief  Secre-
tary Atal Dulloo Monday 
reviewed the preparedness 
of  districts in a meeting 
attended by Administra-
tive Secretaries and all 
Deputy Commissioners.

 The meeting focused 
on ensuring coordinated 
planning, effective public 
outreach and successful 
implementation of  the 
campaign across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The Chief  Secretary 
stressed the importance of  
sustained public engage-
ment, effective grievance 
redressal with greater 
transparency and account-
ability, and called upon all 
departments and district 
administrations to work 
in close coordination to 
ensure that the ‘Prashasan 
Gaon Ki Ore’ campaign 
delivers tangible benefits 
to the people and rein-
forces the commitment to 
citizen-centric governance 
here.

The Administrative Sec-
retaries also offered their 
suggestions and strategic 
inputs to strengthen the 

coordination, improve 
monitoring mechanisms 
and ensure that the objec-
tives of  the programme 
are achieved across all dis-
tricts.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary, GAD, M.Raju while 
throwing light on the pro-
gramme highlighted that 
‘Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore’ 
campaign is being organ-
ised by the Department of  
Administrative Reforms 
and Public Grievances 
(DARPG), Government 
of  India to promote good 
governance by resolv-
ing public grievances and 
improving service delivery 
at the grassroots level.

As part of  the initiative, 
he added, that the District 
Collectors will organise 
special camps at tehsil 
headquarters, panchay-
ats and other local-level 
institutions for on-the-
spot redressal of  public 
grievances and disposal of  
service delivery applica-
tions. The campaign also 
focuses on increasing the 
number of  services deliv-
ered through online plat-
forms and ensuring timely 
resolution of  grievances 
registered through special 
camps, CPGRAMS and 
State portals.

It was revealed that the 
initial preparatory phase 

is to be followed by the 
implementation phase 
from December 19 to 25, 
2025, during which daily 
progress will be uploaded 
on the dedicated portal, 
capturing data on griev-
ances resolved through 
special camps, CPGRAMS 
and State portals, services 
added for online delivery, 
disposal of  service delivery 
applications, documenta-
tion and dissemination of  
good governance practices, 
success stories of  griev-
ance resolution and details 
of  outreach and dissemina-
tion activities.

During the review, the 
Deputy Commissioners 
shared detailed inputs 
regarding the special 
camps, grievance redressal 
drives, service delivery 
initiatives and awareness 
programmes proposed to 
be organised in their dis-
tricts during the campaign 
period.

As part of  the campaign, 
district-level dissemina-
tion workshops will be 
organised on December 23, 
2025, focusing on good gov-
ernance practices and ini-
tiatives undertaken during 
the last five years in key 
sectors such as public ser-
vice delivery, health, edu-
cation, grievance redressal 
and public works.

BJP deploys Sunil Sharma in Assam poll battlefield
Nadda appoints LoP as 
election co-incharge for 
Northeastern state

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: After his 
stellar performance in the 
2024 Jammu & Kashmir 
Assembly polls and pull-
ing off  a stunning victory 
for the party in the recent 
Rajya Sabha elections, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has entrusted its 
seasoned tactician from 
Jammu & Kashmir, Sunil 
Kumar Sharma, with a key 
role in Assam’s political 
battlefield.

The BJP national 
president JP Nadda has 
approved the appoint-
ment of  Sharma, Leader 
of  Opposition in the J&K 
Assembly, as election co-
incharge for Assam, where 
the party is aiming for a 
hat-trick victory in the 
Assembly elections likely 

to take place in March–
April 2026.

Sharma has been 
deployed in the Northeast-
ern state of  Assam, where 
the demography and elec-
toral equations are to some 
extent similar to those of  
Jammu & Kashmir.

Sources said that the 
BJP high command was 
impressed by Sharma’s 
maneuvering in the 
recent Rajya Sabha elec-
tions, when eight MLAs 
cross-voted and handed a 
humiliating defeat to the 
National Conference (NC) 
on the fourth seat. While 
the BJP polled 32 votes-
four more than its assem-
bly strength-three MLAs 
supporting the ruling alli-
ance deliberately cancelled 
their ballots, while another 
MLA, either intentionally 
or unintentionally, cast an 
extra vote in favor of  NC’s 
Gurwinder Singh Oberoi 
despite being asked to vote 
for Imran Nabi Dar.

It is widely believed that 
Sharma managed to secure 
the support of  these eight 
MLAs, six of  whom are 
reportedly from the Kash-
mir Valley.

In the 2024 Assembly 
polls, Sharma spearheaded 
the BJP’s campaign in the 
Chenab Valley, delivering 
the party victory on four 
out of  eight seats.

Meanwhile, Assam 
Chief  Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma has wel-
comed the appointment 
of  Baijayant Panda, BJP 
national vice-president, 
as election in-charge for 
Assam, along with Sunil 
Sharma and Darshana 
Ben Jardosh as election 
co-incharges.

“Pleased to welcome 
Hon'ble @BJP4India Vice 
President, Shri @PandaJay 
Ji as the Election In-Charge 
for the upcoming Assam Leg-
islative Assembly elections 
2026,” he said in a post on X, 
formerly Twitter.—(KNO)

CM unveils official logo of Jammu Marathon, to be held on March 29
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah Monday 
expressed hope that the 
maiden edition of  the 
Jammu Marathon, sched-
uled to be held on March 
29, 2026, will emerge as one 
of  the iconic events on the 
Indian running calendar. 
He was speaking at the offi-
cial launch of  the Jammu 
Marathon at a ceremony 
held at Hari Niwas Palace 
here.

The launch event was 
attended by Minister for 
Youth Services and Sports 
Satish Sharma, MLA 
Jammu East Yudhvir Sethi, 
former minister Ajatsha-
tru Singh, Additional Chief  
Secretary Tourism Ashish 
Chandra Verma, interna-
tional fitness icon, model 
and actor Milind Soman, 
Director Tourism Jammu 
Vikas Gupta, and other 
senior officers and stake-
holders.

On the occasion, the 
Chief  Minister unveiled 
the official logo, medal 
and merchandise of  the 
Jammu Marathon. He also 
launched the marathon’s 
official website, opened 
registrations, and released 
the teaser video for the 
event.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the Chief  Minister 
said he firmly believes that 

the Jammu Marathon will 
carve out a distinct place 
for itself  among major run-
ning events in the country, 
owing to its unique route 
that showcases the city’s 
rich cultural and heritage 
landmarks. He noted that 
the marathon route will 
pass through several iconic 
locations, including the 
Raghunath Temple, his-
toric places and Mubarak 
Mandi, offering partici-
pants a rare blend of  fit-
ness, heritage and scenic 
beauty.

Sharing his personal 
journey into long-distance 
running, the Chief  Min-
ister recounted how he 
began running almost 

accidentally and gradually 
developed a deep passion 
for marathons. He said that 
from modest runs of  five to 
eight kilometres, he unex-
pectedly found himself  
completing much longer 
distances, which eventu-
ally inspired him to partic-
ipate in major marathons 
across the country.

The Chief  Minister 
said that he plans to par-
ticipate in the Jammu 
Half  Marathon on March 
29 and encouraged citizens 
to begin their preparation 
well in advance. “From 
today itself, those who 
intend to run in Jammu 
must start preparing, 
because this is an iconic 

event,” he remarked.
He also announced that, 

keeping in view feedback 
received from local runners 
after previous marathon 
events, the prize structure 
has been suitably modified 
to ensure greater partici-
pation and recognition of  
runners from Jammu and 
Kashmir. Besides the half  
marathon, 10K and 5K 
categories have also been 
included to encourage par-
ticipation from people of  
all ages and fitness levels. 
“Now there is no excuse. 
One doesn’t have to run 21 
kilometres—there are 10K 
and 5K options as well, 
and everyone can earn a 
medal,” he said.

Calling upon citizens 
to embrace fitness as 
a way of  life, the Chief  
Minister urged people to 
“take out their running 
shoes, remove the rust, 
clean them and get ready,” 
adding that events like the 
Jammu Marathon promote 
healthier lifestyles and 
community participation.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Milind Soman 
described the Jammu 
Marathon as an amaz-
ing initiative, stating that 
Jammu and Kashmir will 
not be left behind in the 
fitness movement. Prais-
ing the Chief  Minister’s 
commitment to fitness, 
Milind Soman, who is also 
promotional ambassador 
for Jammu Marathon, said 
that the region does not 
need any other inspiration 
when it has a leader like 
Omar Abdullah who leads 
from the front. He urged 
people of  all age groups 
to participate in the mara-
thon and begin their fitness 
journey through running, 
assuring that he would be 
present with the runners 
on March 29, 2026.

The Jammu Marathon is 
being positioned as a major 
sporting and tourism event, 
aimed at promoting fitness, 
showcasing Jammu’s heri-
tage, and placing the city 
firmly on the national mar-
athon map.

Sham Lal Sharma chairs PAC meeting
Examines CAG’s Audit Paras of H&UDD

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Committee 
on Public Accounts (PAC) of  
Jammu and Kashmir Leg-
islative Assembly Monday 
held a meeting under the 
Chairmanship of  MLA, 
Sham Lal Sharma, to exam-
ine various Audit Para’s 
pertaining to Housing and 
Urban Development Depart-
ment (H&UDD).

Legislators, Nazir Ahmad 
Khan (Gurezi), Balwant Singh 
Mankotia, Qaysar Jamshaid 
Lone, Javid Hassan Baig and 
Sajad Shaheen; members 
of the committee, Commis-
sioner Secretary, H&UDD, 
Mandeep Kaur; Accoun-
tant General J&K, Tsewang 
Tharchin; Commissioner, 
Jammu Municipal Corpora-
tion (JMC), Devansh Yadav; 
besides Secretary, Legisla-
tive Assembly, Manoj Kumar 
Pandit attended the meeting.

During the meeting, 

detailed discussions were 
held on the CAG’s Audit 
Paras 3.3 and 4.2.3 (2006-07) 
and 3.12 (2014-15) pertain-
ing to  Housing and Urban 
development Department.

The Committee also 
reviewed the steps and 
action taken on CAG’s Audit 
Paras 8.5 (2000-01), 5.1 to 5.8 
and 6.3 (2020-21) which have 
already been discussed by 
the Committee in its previ-
ous meeting held at Assem-
bly Complex, Srinagar.

Accountant General 
J&K, Tsewang Tharchin, 
briefed the Committee 
about the queries and pres-
ent status of  various audit 
paras pertaining to H&UD 
Department.

Commissioner Secretary, 
H&UDD and Commissioner, 
Jammu Municipal Corpo-
ration (JMC) briefed the 
Committee about the action 
taken on query raised in 
the CAG’s Audit paras of  

H&UDD.
The Chairman highlight-

ed the main objectives and 
working of  the Committee 
and directed the senior offi-
cers of  H&UDD to clear all 
hurdles for improving work 
culture and accountabil-
ity. He also asked for fixing 
responsibility to ensure 
visible and effective devel-
opment is extended to the 
people living in urban areas.

The Chairman directed 
the concerned officers to 
submit a comprehensive 
detailed report regarding 
Audit Para 6.3 (2020-21) with 
in ten days so that the final 
decision could be taken in 
this regard.

The members of  the 
Committee gave their valu-
able suggestions to make 
the Committee more fruit-
ful and result oriented. 
They also highlighted vari-
ous issues pointed out in the 
CAG’s audit paras.

BGSBU celebrates 
22nd Foundation Day
Shantmanu lauds admin for 
steering BGSBU towards excellence

GMK NEWS NETWORK

RAJOURI: Baba Ghulam 
Shah Badshah University 
(BGSBU) celebrated its 
22nd Foundation Day with 
great enthusiasm and 
fervour at the University 
campus.

The event was graced 
by  Additional Chief  Sec-
retary, Higher Education, 
Shantmanu, as the Chief  
Guest.

Shantmanu, congratu-
lated the University on 
completing 22 years of  its 
establishment and lauded 
the consistent efforts of  
the University adminis-
tration in steering BGSBU 
towards excellence despite 
various challenges. He 
appreciated the innova-
tive initiatives undertak-
en by the University and 
assured full support from 
the administration for 
its continued growth and 
development.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Vice Chancellor, Prof. 
Jawaid Iqbal, congratu-
lated the entire University 
fraternity and appreciated 
the dedicated efforts of  the 

faculty and staff  towards 
the holistic development 
of  the institution. He reaf-
firmed the University’s 
commitment to work with 
renewed vigour to trans-
form BGSBU into a centre 
of  academic and research 
excellence.

Registrar, BGSBU, 
Abhishek Sharma, high-
lighted the significant 
achievements of  the Uni-
versity recorded during 
the past year. These includ-
ed a steady rise in admis-
sions, securing grants 
under Capex, establish-
ment of  smart classrooms 
and various infrastructure 
development initiatives. He 
also highlighted the ongo-
ing renovation of  hostels 
and other developmental 
works taken up by the Uni-
versity.

On the academic front, 
the Registrar informed 
that the University has 
successfully implemented 
NEP-2020 and organized 
a Central Induction Pro-
gramme for the newly 
admitted students to 
ensure a smooth academic 
transition.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

D-BRAP: From Policy 
Intent To District-

Level Impact

T
he Chief Secretary’s recent review of the 
implementation of the District Business 
Reforms Action Plan (D-BRAP) under the 
Ease of Doing Business initiative is a timely 
reminder that reforms do not succeed on 

paper alone. Their real test lies in execution—espe-
cially at the district level, where entrepreneurs and 
small businesses encounter the State most directly.

D-BRAP represents a significant shift in 
India’s reform architecture by moving the focus 
from State capitals to districts. By doing so, it 
acknowledges a simple truth: investors and local 
entrepreneurs judge governance not by policy 
announcements, but by how quickly and transpar-
ently they receive approvals, services, and clear-
ances at the ground level.

The Chief Secretary’s emphasis on a common, 
real-time dashboard is particularly crucial. Frag-
mented systems across departments often result in 
delays, opacity, and blame-shifting. A consolidated 
digital dashboard, backed by mandatory integration 
with the Single Window System, can bring much-
needed transparency and accountability. When ser-
vices are visible, timelines are tracked, and respon-
sibility is clearly fixed, efficiency tends to follow.

Equally important is the directive to notify all 
pending services under the Public Services Guaran-
tee Act with defined timelines and online delivery 
mandates. This is not a mere procedural require-
ment; it is a governance reform that empowers 
citizens and businesses alike. Time-bound service 
delivery, backed by law and technology, can sig-
nificantly reduce discretion and rent-seeking—two 
long-standing barriers to ease of doing business.

The suggestion to replicate the digital DPR 
model of Mission YUVA also reflects a pragmatic 
approach to reform. Rather than reinventing the 
wheel, leveraging an already functional digital 
ecosystem can accelerate implementation and 
minimize teething troubles. Successful governance 
models deserve to be scaled across departments.

However, the success of D-BRAP will ultimately 
depend on the capacity of institutions at the dis-
trict level. Strengthening District Industries Cen-
tres is therefore not optional but essential. Without 
trained manpower, digital literacy, and adequate 
infrastructure at DICs, even the best-designed 
reforms risk remaining aspirational.

The call for a clear roadmap for industrial parks 
at the district level adds an economic dimension 
to the reform agenda. Ease of doing business 
must translate into ease of producing, expanding, 
and employing locally. District-level industrial 
ecosystems can play a transformative role in bal-
anced regional growth if planned and executed 
with clarity.

Finally, addressing operational issues in the Jan 
Sugam portal is a necessary corrective. Digital plat-
forms that are poorly visible or user-unfriendly can 
become barriers rather than facilitators. Technol-
ogy must simplify governance, not complicate it.

D-BRAP offers Jammu and Kashmir an opportu-
nity to institutionalize transparent, time-bound, 
and business-friendly governance at the grassroots. 
The intent at the top is clear. The challenge now is 
disciplined execution, inter-departmental coordi-
nation, and sustained monitoring—so that reforms 
are felt not just in review meetings, but in the daily 
experiences of entrepreneurs across districts.

     Memories

A Father’s Journey With His Children

SYED MAJID GILANI

R
eflecting on my life’s jour-
ney, an overwhelming sense 
of  gratitude and love fills 
my heart, especially when 
I think of  the day my first 

child, Arshad, was born. December 15, 
2011, is forever etched in my memory, 
marking the moment he arrived at 
Modern Hospital, Raj Bagh. The quiet 
calm of  winter seems to linger even 
now, and memories of  laughter, tiny 
cries, and tears rise like a tide, filling 
my heart to overflowing.

Under the tender care of  Prof. Dr. 
Bilquees Jameela, who watched over his 
mother with great dedication, Arshad 
grew within her—a living symbol of  
life’s most precious gift. Then, under the 
skilled guidance of  Prof. Dr. Tasneem 
Gowhar, he took his first breath, and 
in that single moment, our hearts were 
irrevocably stolen.

One of  my very first acts of  father-
hood was to recite the Azaan in his ears 
immediately after his birth. It was more 
than a religious duty; it was a sacred 
and deeply intimate moment—a divine 
welcome to the world for my firstborn. 
I named him Arshad, meaning “the 
guided one,” with the hope that Allah’s 
light would always lead his path. Hold-
ing him close, a wave of  emotions—love, 
awe, and responsibility—washed over 
me, forming an unbreakable bond. On 
his second day, Dr. Nisar Ahmad, a 
skilled surgeon, performed his circum-
cision, a deeply meaningful religious act 
that I was blessed to witness.

I can still vividly recall Mohammad 
Shafi, our trusted family hairdresser, 
visiting our home, Gilan House, to 
perform Arshad’s first head shave. 
That tender and sacred ritual remains 
forever etched in my memory. Soon 
after, a large studio portrait prepared 
by Mimmic Colour Lab was proudly 
displayed in our lobby. The moment 
became even more special when my late 
grandfather, Abaji, personally signed it 
and beautifully calligraphed Arshad’s 
name and birth date on the back. The 
pride and love I felt then remain as vivid 
today as they were at that time.

The day his mother and I bought 
Arshad his first tricycle from Kawoosa 
Sons in Nowhatta is still vividly remem-
bered. That bright blue tricycle became 
his instant favourite. His Daadi would 
lovingly watch over him as he pedalled 
along the pathway and lawn, ensuring 
that every turn was safe.

Among my most treasured memories 

is the day we took him to the Hazratbal 
Shrine, where Nimaz-e-Shukrana was 
offered to Allah in gratitude for the gift 
of  life. Later, he was enrolled at Cres-
cent Public School, Naseem Bagh, mark-
ing the blessed beginning of  his aca-
demic journey. His first day of  school 
was a milestone for our entire family. 
The sound of  the school van arriving 
at the main gate became a daily ritual 
of  anticipation and joy. Standing there 
with his mother, Daadi, and my late 
grandfather Abaji created moments that 
remain deeply engraved in my heart.

Visits to the revered Khanquah Moulla 
Shrine and our ancestral graveyard within 
its premises are memories I cherish dearly. 
Hearing Arshad’s innocent voice recite 
Surah Fatiha for his ancestors filled my 
heart with pride and a quiet, gentle joy. It 
felt as though those resting there smiled 
upon hearing his pure recitation.

On April 30, 2014, our family was 
blessed once again with the arrival of  
Sarah, whose birth illuminated our lives 
with renewed joy and love. She was born 
in the same Modern Hospital where 
Arshad had arrived.

At that precious moment, I kissed 
her forehead, whispered the gentle 
words of  the Azaan into her ears, and 
named her Sarah—meaning “purity and 
brightness.” Nothing mattered more to 
me than the health and well-being of  
my wife and our newborn daughter. 
The sound of  Sarah’s first cry filled the 
room, bringing waves of  joy and relief.

It was a moment of  pure bliss and 
deep gratitude—a reminder of  the pre-
cious gift of  life. The kindness of  Prof. 
Dr. Tasneem Gowhar, who performed 
the cesarean, is remembered with heart-
felt appreciation, along with the person-
al care of  Mr. Jan Sahib, the respected 
owner of  Modern Hospital.

On the day Sarah was born, Srinagar 
was under strict curfew. Had it not been 
for my position as a Sub-Inspector in 

the Vigilance & Inspections Wing at 
the time, managing the situation might 
have been impossible—Alhamdulil-
lah. Nimaz-e-Shukrana was offered at 
Khanquah Moulla Shrine in gratitude 
for her safe arrival. Sarah’s first head 
shave, performed by Mohammad Shafi, 
remains a tender and spiritually sig-
nificant memory, forever etched in my 
heart.

On October 23, 2019, Murshad com-
pleted our family. Born at Modern Hos-
pital under the expert care of  Prof. Dr. 
Tasneem Gowhar, he stole our hearts 
instantly. His arrival brought another 
moment of  calm joy and fulfilment. As 
with Arshad and Sarah, I whispered 
the Azaan into his ears and named him 
Murshad—“the already guided,” pray-
ing that Allah’s guidance would always 
accompany him. On his second day, Dr. 
Nisar Ahmad, Surgeon, performed his 
circumcision with care. Holding him in 
my arms, I felt a profound connection 
that words cannot fully express.

Hugs, kisses, and whispered words of love 
were shared endlessly with Murshad. Every 
smile, every tiny step, and every laugh filled 
my heart with immeasurable joy.

During the global lockdown of  2020, 
traditional barber visits were not possi-
ble. I purchased a trimmer from Citizen 
Electronics, Lalbazar, and performed 
Murshad’s first head shave myself  at 
home, taking every precaution. The joy 
on Arshad’s and Sarah’s faces turned 
that simple act into a memory that will 
be cherished forever.

The quarantine period remains 
etched in my memory with striking 
clarity. Confined to a small room on the 
ground floor, even the briefest glimpse 
through narrow doorframe gaps 
became a source of  comfort and quiet 
hope. Those fleeting moments carried 
reassurance, and every memory of  that 
time is cherished deeply as a reminder 
of  patience, resilience, and faith.

Securing their school admissions, 
arranging a tuition madam, and invit-
ing a Moulvi Sahib for Quranic lessons 
ensured that the children had a strong 
foundation. Murshad was gently encour-
aged to join through play-based learning, 
preparing him for his own journey.

Morning walks, cycling trips, picnics, 
and family outings created moments of  
pure happiness. The laughter shared while 
passing through Chandni Chowk, Gumat 
Bazar, and Jewel Chowk remains unforget-
table—carefree and innocent moments that 
continue to live vividly within me.

I often share my stories, hoping my 
children will find guidance, strength, 
and inspiration within them. Though 
hardships did arise, they only deep-
ened our bond and strengthened our 
connection. Visits to sacred and spiritu-
ally significant places—Dargah Hazrat 
Nizam-ud-Din Auliya, Charar-e-Sharief, 
Hazratbal Shrine, Khanquah Moulla, 
Dastgeer Sahib, and Tujjar Sharief—
laid a profound spiritual foundation 
that I trust will continue to guide them 
throughout their lives.

Traditions passed down through 
generations have remained my com-
pass. The teachings of  my late great-
grandfather, Moulana Syed Mohammad 
Yasin Shah Gilani—a revered saint and 
Islamic scholar—have always inspired 
me. His wisdom, humility, and devotion 
form the foundation upon which I have 
tried to build my children’s lives. I pray 
they carry this noble legacy forward 
with dignity and faith.

The laughter and love of  my children 
have always been my greatest strength. 
By Allah’s grace, they never faced any 
serious illness—only the occasional 
childhood cough, cold, or stomach 
upset. Their health was cared for with 
utmost attention, and I remain deeply 
grateful to Prof. Dr. Wajid Ali for his 
reassuring dedication. I also acknowl-
edge the caring team at Tawheed Medi-
cal Hall, Alamgari Bazar, whose gentle 
handling made even vaccinations a 
“cry-free” experience.

I place complete faith in Allah’s 
mercy, trusting wholeheartedly that 
truth always finds its way. My aim has 
never been limited to being just a father; 
I have always strived to be a friend—one 
who encourages, believes, listens, and 
walks beside his children at every step.

My life is devoted to my children. I 
promise to remain their rock, their guid-
ing light, and their safest haven. With 
love, tears, and unending longing, my 
heart beats solely for Arshad, Sarah, and 
Murshad. My life’s purpose is simple yet 
profound: to see them remain forever con-
nected to their roots, their heritage, and 
the values that define who they are.

Syed Majid Gilani is a government 
officer and a reflective writer-story-

teller. He can be contacted at syedma-
jid6676@gmail.com.

Honoring Valor: India's Triumph On Vijay Diwas
VINOD DIXIT

D
ecember 16, 2025, is 
the 54th anniversa-
ry of  Vijay Diwas, 
marking India's 
victory over Paki-

stan in the 1971 Indo-Pak War. 
This day commemorates the 
surrender of  Pakistani forces 
in Dhaka, leading to Bangla-
desh's liberation. It's a signifi-
cant national event honoring 
the bravery and sacrifices of  
Indian Armed Forces. The day 
marks the anniversary of  mil-
itary victory of  Indian forces 
over Pakistan in Indo-Paki-
stani War of  1971.  India's stra-
tegic military intervention, led 
by Field Marshal Sam Manek-
shaw, resulted in the capture of  
over 90,000 Pakistani soldiers 
and ended atrocities committed 
against Bengalis. 

This triumph is a symbol of  
India's military prowess and 
humanitarian values. In India, 
Vijay Diwas honors the brav-
ery of  soldiers who sacrificed 
their lives, with ceremonies 
at war memorials, tributes to 
veterans, and patriotic events. 
Bangladesh celebrates it as 
Victory Day, a national holiday, 
acknowledging India's support 
in gaining independence. The 
54th anniversary reaffirms 
India's commitment to sover-
eignty, peace, and regional sta-
bility. Let us salute the heroes 
of  1971 whose valor etched a 
pivotal chapter in history.

We won because we had the 
willpower and faith, which led 
us to victory. India will never 
forget the fearlessness with 
which our courageous soldiers 
gave a befitting and unforget-
table reply to the intruders.
The Indo-Pakistani war of  1971 
which began on December 3 

lasted for 13 days and officially 
ended on December 16, after 
which Pakistan surrendered 
to India. Kudos to all Indians 
and Bangladeshis on this day 
and salute all the martyers of  
1971 and all other wars from 
both sides. The Indian Army 
changed the course of  history 
with its undeterred courage, 
dedication and professional-
ism, bringing glory and honour 
to the Nation. It was the first 
major victory for a young 
Indian democracy and helped 
strengthen the confidence of  
the leadership and popula-
tion. The Indian Army quick-
ly responded to the Pakistan 

Army's movements in the west 
and captured around 15,010 
kilometres of  Pakistan terri-
tory.

It was on this day in 1971, 
that a declaration of  ceasefire 
was brought into force ending 
the Indo-Pak War and result-
ing in the birth of  the sover-
eign country of  Bangladesh. In 
this war Indian Army fought 
as the alliance of  Bangladesh’s 
military Mukti Bahini. As the 
result of  this war, East Paki-
stan emerged as an indepen-
dent nation with the name 
Bangladesh. The end of  the 
war also resulted in the uni-
lateral surrender of  the Paki-

stan Army and the subsequent 
formation of  the independent 
nation of  Bangladesh. This his-
toric victory signifies a unique 
and unparalleled feat wherein 
our forces fought selflessly for 
a just and noble cause: the lib-
eration of  the people of  erst-
while East Pakistan and the 
creation of  an independent 
Bangladesh.

There are several reasons 
for bringing back the victory 
in the ’71 war into public dis-
course. It is not only because 
it was a victory and our armed 
forces need to be celebrated. 
Let us not forget the lesson that 
a nation that ignores its army 

cannot afford peace.
We respect our soldiers. It 

is essential that we salute our 
heroes. We feel secure in our 
homes because of  our armed 
forces and this is an occasion 
to remember their courage and 
sacrifice. Today, if  our country 
is safe and independent, it is 
because of  their efforts. Let us 
pay tributes to the martyrs who 
laid down their lives for the 
nation. We should never forget 
the sacrifices they made for us.

Author is a freelance jour-
nalist. He can be mailed at 

dixitpatrakar@yahoo.in
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Disability Within Prison Walls: 
Dignity, Rights And Responsibility

DR. SATYAVAN SAURABH

I
n any democratic society, the 
prison system is not merely a 
symbol of  crime and punish-
ment, but also a testament to 
the state's sensitivity, humane 

vision, and constitutional commit-
ment. The Indian Constitution recog-
nizes the dignity of  the individual as 
a supreme value, and this dignity does 
not end upon becoming a criminal or 
a prisoner. Against this backdrop, the 
Supreme Court's recent directives, 
which emphasize support for prison-
ers with disabilities in prisons, audits 
of  facilities, and effective implemen-
tation of  the Rights of  Persons with 
Disabilities Act, 2016, expose a seri-
ous but long-neglected reality of  the 
Indian prison system. These direc-
tives highlight the fact that persons 
with disabilities in prison are not only 
deprived of  liberty but often deprived 
of  their basic human rights.

Indian prisons have historically 
been based on "normal" physical and 
mental standards, with disability 
viewed as an exception or an admin-
istrative inconvenience. As a result, 
the needs of  prisoners with physical, 
sensory, intellectual, or psychosocial 
disabilities have not found adequate 
accommodation within prison gover-
nance structures. The lack of  identi-
fication and registration of  disability 
at admission, the lack of  needs assess-
ments, and the absence of  a separate 
policy render these prisoners invis-
ible. This invisibility further trans-
lates into neglect, unequal treatment, 
and sometimes inhumane conditions.

The Supreme Court's directives are 
a significant intervention to change 
this situation. The Court clarified 
that the Rights of  Persons with Dis-
abilities Act, 2016, applies equally to 
prisons, and that "reasonable accom-
modation" and "accessibility" are not 

mere acts of  mercy or privilege, but 
rather legal rights. Furthermore, by 
mandating regular audits of  disabil-
ity-related facilities in prison prem-
ises, equal access to healthcare, and 
the provision of  legal aid, the Court 
has laid the foundation for adminis-
trative accountability. This approach 
calls for viewing prisons not merely as 
disciplinary institutions but as rights-
based reform homes.

The reality is that prisoners with 
disabilities in Indian prisons face 
challenges on multiple levels. The 
first and most fundamental problem 
is accessibility. Most prison premises 
lack ramps, railings, accessible toilets, 
level floors, tactile paths, or clear sig-
nage. Stairs make even everyday activ-
ities impossible for wheelchair-using 
prisoners, while uneven floors and a 
lack of  directional signs increase the 
risk of  accidents for visually impaired 
prisoners. This situation is a direct 
violation of  the constitutional prin-
ciple of  equal access.

Additionally, medical neglect 
emerges as a serious problem. The lack 
of  regular health checkups, access to 
specialist doctors, and timely provi-

sion of  assistive devices exacerbates 
disability. In many cases, the lack of  
hearing aids, wheelchairs, canes, or 
other assistive devices leaves prison-
ers completely dependent on others. 
Delayed treatment not only wors-
ens the disability but also adversely 
impacts mental health.

Communication barriers further 
exacerbate this problem. The lack 
of  sign language interpreters for 
hearing-impaired prisoners, the lack 
of  Braille or audio materials for the 
visually impaired, and the lack of  
plain language information for pris-
oners with intellectual or psychosocial 
disabilities—all result in their near-
isolation from prison rules, disciplin-
ary proceedings, legal processes, and 
grievance redressal mechanisms. 
This situation undermines the right 
to equal access to justice.

The social status of  prisoners with 
disabilities makes them even more 
vulnerable. In overcrowded prisons, 
they are more vulnerable to ridicule, 
neglect, or violence. Prisoners with 
psychosocial disabilities often face 
unjustified solitary confinement or 
harsh disciplinary measures, even 

though their condition demands spe-
cialized care and treatment. Thus, the 
prison environment becomes more of  
a source of  suffering than punishment 
for them.

From a constitutional perspective, 
this situation is a matter of  serious 
concern. Article 14 guarantees the 
right to equality, Article 21 guaran-
tees a life with dignity, and Article 
39A makes it the state's duty to ensure 
equal access to justice. All of  these 
rights are equally effective within 
prison walls. The Rights of  Persons 
with Disabilities Act, 2016, establish-
es "reasonable accommodation" and 
"accessibility" as legal rights, while 
the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of  Persons with Disabili-
ties provides a clear framework for the 
protection and inclusion of  persons 
with disabilities in custody. Ignoring 
these standards undermines both 
India's constitutional and interna-
tional commitments.

Against this backdrop, compre-
hensive and structural reforms are 
needed to make Indian prisons dis-
ability-inclusive. Adapting infrastruc-
ture to principles of  universal design 

is essential, including ramps, acces-
sible toilets, railings, tactile flooring, 
and clear signage. This improvement 
can be achieved through retrofitting 
existing prisons in a phased manner. 
Additionally, mandatory disabil-
ity screening, needs assessment, and 
digital registration systems should be 
developed at the time of  admission to 
ensure that no prisoner's needs are 
overlooked.

A holistic approach to healthcare 
is needed. Regular medical checkups, 
mental health services, availability 
of  assistive devices, and regular spe-
cialist visits should be ensured. Tele-
medicine can be an effective solution 
in remote prisons. Prisoners with dis-
abilities should be prioritized for com-
munication and legal access, includ-
ing sign language interpreters, Braille 
and audio materials, simple language 
manuals, and digital facilities such as 
e-visits and e-courts.

Human resource development is 
equally important. Mandatory dis-
ability-sensitivity training, behavioral 
guidelines, and accountability mecha-
nisms should be developed for prison 
personnel. This training should not 
be merely formal but should promote 
sensitivity and empathy in practice. 
Furthermore, where possible, alterna-
tive punishments, medical release, or 
correctional measures for prisoners 
with disabilities should be seriously 
considered.

Ultimately, disability-inclusive 
prisons are not merely a question 
of  administrative reform, but a tes-
tament to human dignity, constitu-
tional morality, and just governance. 
The Supreme Court's recent directives 
offer an opportunity in this direc-
tion—an opportunity to redefine the 
Indian prison system from a punish-
ment-centric approach to a rights-
based and reform-oriented institution. 
If  these directives are implemented 
faithfully, prisons will not only be 
places of  law enforcement but also 
truly embody the constitutional ideal 
that every person—whether free or 
in custody—is entitled to dignity and 
justice.

Author is a TV panellist. He can 
be mailed at satywansaurabh333@

gmail.com

Discussing Social Media Restrictions In The Digital Age
DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

I
n the digital age, the lives of  
children and adolescents are 
no longer limited to the physi-
cal world. Social media, online 
platforms, and virtual commu-

nities have become a crucial part of  
their learning, expression, identity, 
and social connections. At this time, 
the question of  how to ensure the 
safety of  children on these platforms 
naturally arises. Australia's recent 
proposal to completely ban social 
media for children under the age 
of  sixteen stems from this concern. 
However, this move has also faced 
criticism as an overly simplistic, 
technology-based solution to a com-
plex psychosocial problem, a move 
that has been termed "technological 
solutionism."

Technological solutionism implies 
the assumption that social, cultural, 
and psychological problems can be 
solved solely through technologi-
cal rules, restrictions, or tools. This 
approach appears particularly limit-
ed in the context of  children, as chil-
dren's mental health, self-esteem, 
social comparison, online harass-
ment, loneliness, and behavioral 
changes are not resolved simply by 
blocking access to a platform. These 
problems are deeply intertwined 
with family, school, peer groups, 
social environments, and broader 
cultural trends. Australia's proposal 
appears focused on outright prohi-
bition rather than addressing these 
complex causes.

According to Australia's pro-
posed law, social media use would 
be restricted for children under the 
age of  sixteen and mandatory age 
verification would be implemented. 
While this measure appears to be 
drastic and decisive for the safety of  
children, its practical implications 
are questionable. Age verification 
could require the collection of  exten-
sive personal information, posing a 
threat to the privacy of  children and 

their parents. Furthermore, techno-
logical measures can be easily cir-
cumvented through virtual private 
networks, fake identities, or new, 
less regulated platforms. This not 
only undermines the effectiveness 
of  the law but could also expose chil-
dren to more risky digital spaces.

Another serious aspect of  a com-
plete ban is that it could deprive 
children of  the positive opportuni-
ties that social media offers. Today, 
many children access educational 
content, participate in creative activ-
ities, learn about social issues, and 
connect with mental health support 
groups through these platforms. For 
children, especially those in rural, 
disadvantaged, or socially marginal-
ized communities, digital platforms 
are often their only means of  expres-
sion and collaboration. A complete 
ban could further deepen social 
inequalities. This approach also sug-
gests that the root of  the problem lies 
with children or technology, when 

in reality, the problem lies with the 
social framework within which chil-
dren are digitally socialized.

India has adopted a different and 
relatively balanced approach in 
this regard. The Digital Personal 
Data Protection Act, 2023, propos-
es a rights-based and data-centric 
approach to protecting children, 
rather than outright prohibition. 
The Act recognizes that isolating 
children from the digital world 
is neither possible nor desirable. 
Instead, it is essential to hold digital 
platforms accountable and protect 
children's rights. The law mandates 
verified parental consent for the pro-
cessing of  children's personal data, 
strengthening the role of  the family.

An important aspect of  the Digi-
tal Personal Data Protection Act is 
that it explicitly prohibits behavioral 
tracking, personality-based categori-
zation, and targeted advertising of  
children. This seeks to protect chil-
dren from exploitation as consum-

ers. Furthermore, the Act provides 
children with rights such as access 
to, correction of, deletion of  data, and 
filing of  complaints. This approach 
is an important step towards view-
ing children as citizens with rights, 
rather than merely objects of  pro-

tection.
Additionally, India has estab-

lished an independent Data Protec-
tion Board, which can impose pen-
alties for violations. This ensures 
accountability for platforms and 
data processing entities, without 
requiring children to be excluded 
from digital platforms. This model 
also demonstrates that legislation, 
along with social awareness, digital 
literacy, online safety education in 
schools, and the expansion of  mental 
health services, are essential. Ensur-
ing child safety cannot be achieved 
through legislation alone; it requires 
a holistic societal effort.

Comparing the approaches of  Aus-
tralia and India reveals that while on 
the one hand there is a policy based 
on control and prohibition, on the 
other, there is a framework based on 
balance, participation, and empow-
erment. Australia's proposal offers 
the appearance of  a quick solution, 
but in the long run, it may face prac-
tical, constitutional, and social chal-
lenges. In contrast, India's model is 
slow and complex, but it better har-
monizes children's autonomy, pri-
vacy, and development.

Ultimately, children's online 
safety isn't just about what to keep 
them away from, but also how to 
empower them. Child safety in the 
digital age doesn't mean isolat-
ing children from technology, but 
rather empowering them to be safe, 
aware, and responsible with technol-
ogy. Simple technological solutions 
cannot replace complex human chal-
lenges. In this context, India's digital 
personal data protection framework 
indicates that building a safe and 
inclusive digital future for children 
is possible only through balanced 
regulation, parental engagement, 
platform accountability, and social 
support.

Author is a Research Scholar in 
Political Science. She can be mailed at 

priyankasaurabh9416@gmail.com

Australia 
proposes a 
complete ban 

on social media for 
children under six-
teen. Privacy threats, 
practical failures, 
and neglect of  under-
lying psychosocial 
factors. Rights-based 
protections through 
the Digital Personal 
Data Protection 
Act, 2023. Parental 
consent, child moni-
toring, and restric-
tions on targeted 
advertising. Balance 
the law, digital lit-
eracy, family engage-
ment, and platform 
accountability.
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NIA Names 3 Dead
Valley of  Pahalgam on April 22 this year. 

This was one of  the deadliest terror attacks 
in the country in recent history.

To avenge the attack, India launched 
Operation Sindoor on May 7 and 8 to 
destroy terror camps deep inside Pakistan 
and Pakistan Occupied Kashmir, killing 
dozens of  terrorists.

Meanwhile, in a statement, the NIA said 
that the chargesheet details Pakistan’s 
conspiracy, roles of  the accused, and sup-
porting evidence in the case.

The NIA has charged the banned LeT/
TRF as a legal entity for its role in plan-
ning, facilitating, and executing the attack. 
“The attack involved religion-based tar-
geted killings by the Pak-sponsored ter-
rorists”.

Pakistani handler terrorist Sajid Jatt is 
also named as an accused in the 1,597-page 
chargesheet .”LeT/TRF, as well as the four 
terrorists, have been charged under rel-
evant provisions of  the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS), 2023, the Arms Act, 1959, 
and the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act, 1967,” reads the statement.

In its chargesheet, the NIA has also 
invoked the penal section against the 
accused for waging war against India. “The 
NIA, through a meticulous scientific probe 
spanning the past almost 8 months, had 
traced the conspiracy in the case to Paki-
stan, which has been unabatedly sponsor-
ing terrorism against India,” it said.

The two accused persons - Parvaiz Ahmad 
and Bashir Ahmad Jothar - chargesheeted 
in the case were arrested by the NIA on 
June 22 this year for harbouring terrorists. 
“During interrogation, the two men had 
disclosed the identities of  the three armed 
terrorists involved in the attack, and had 
also confirmed that they were Pakistani 
nationals affiliated to proscribed LeT 
terror outfit. Further investigation in the 
case is continuing,” it said—(KNO)

J&K Govt Sacks
Article 311(2) do not apply in cases where 

the appointment itself  is illegal and where 
the foundation of  employment is vitiated 
by fraud," the order added.

"The Division Bench of  High Court of  
J&amp;K and Ladakh vide its judgement 
dated July 18, 2023, passed in writ petition 
(civil) titled Mohammad Yousuf  Allie Vs 
High Court of  J&amp;K and Ors., while 
upholding the termination of  services of  
petitioner without enquiry has held that 
entry into the service of  petitioner itself  
was by fraudulent means and therefore 
depriving him of  an opportunity of  a 
departmental enquiry is not in violation 
of  Article 311 of  the Constitution as has 
been held by the Supreme Court in similar 
circumstances in Vishwanatha Pillai V/S 
State of  Kerala and Ors AIR 2004."

"Similarly, the Supreme Court, in Punjab 
Urban Planning and Development Author-
ity vs. Karamjit Singh (Civil Appeal No. 
3925/2019), has held that where the 
appointment is illegal or void from incep-
tion, principles of  natural justice, includ-
ing a departmental inquiry, do not apply, 
as the individual never legally acquired 
the status of  a government employee," the 
order said.

"And whereas, since these 106 individu-
als secured appointment through fraudu-
lent means prior to entering service, they 
do not enjoy the protections contemplated 
under Article 311 which provides the provi-
sion of  an opportunity to be heard."

"And whereas, out of  the 106 identi-
fied illegal appointees, the appointment 
of  three candidates has been cancelled by 
the Fire and Emergency Services Depart-
ment Director, for not fulfilling the requi-
site formalities required for appointment 
in government service," the order added.

"And whereas, on the basis of  the find-
ings of  the Inquiry Committee, the pre-
liminary verification report and investiga-
tion status report submitted by ACB, the 
documentary evidence showing manipu-
lation of  OMR sheets and merit lists, the 
admission of  several candidates regarding 
payment of  illegal consideration and the 
Supreme Court's established directions on 
illegal/void appointments."

The order also said that the compe-
tent authority is fully satisfied that "The 
appointments of  these 103 individuals 
were not made on merit and were secured 
through fraudulent manipulation."

"Their continuation amounts to a per-
petuation of  illegality, undermining public 
trust and the sanctity of  recruitment pro-
cesses."

"In view of  the facts and circumstances 
explained herein above, it is hereby ordered 
that the appointments of  the 103 candidates 
as Fireman in the Fire and Emergency 
Services Department, whose names and 
particulars are annexed as Annexure-A, 
are declared illegal, void ab initio, and are 

hereby terminated with immediate effect."
"These individuals shall accordingly 

cease to be borne on the establishment of  
the Fire and Emergency Services Depart-
ment with effect the date of  issuance of  
this order," the order said.

There were widespread protests by can-
didates who had appeared for this selection 
alleging that there had been bungling in 
the selection process.

Terrorist Killed,
that a terrorist has been killed and a 

policeman injured. Details are awaited.”
Reinforcements have been rushed to the 

spot and all escape routes have been sealed 
to prevent the terrorists from fleeing.

The IGP Jammu Zone posted on X: “On 
a precise input from JKP, contact was 
established with terrorists at Village Soan, 
Majalta, Udhampur. A joint team of  SOG 
along with the Army and CRPF is on the 
job.”

“A very small SOG team engaged the ter-
rorists. Combing of  the forest has been 
impeded due to darkness and treacherous 
terrain,” it said—(KNO)

CM Lays Foundation
on the occasion.
Among senior officials present were 

Additional Chief  Secretary to the Chief  
Minister Dheeraj Gupta, Divisional Com-
missioner Kashmir Anshul Garg, Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar Akshay Labroo, 
along with Heads of  Departments and 
other concerned officers.

The Chief  Minister e-inaugurated the 
remodelling and repair work of  the Wool 
Mandi at Nowshera in Srinagar, completed 
at a cost of  ₹1 crore.

He laid the e-foundation stone for the 
construction of  a new building for the 
upgradation of  the Surgery, Medicine and 
Radiology Departments at Government 
Medical College Srinagar, at an estimated 
cost of  ₹18.70 crore.

He also laid foundation stones for the 
upgradation of  Abhedananda Home at 
Solina at a cost of  ₹9.90 crore, and for the 
construction of  a Fleece Testing Labora-
tory at Zakura costing ₹2.13 crore.

Similarly, the Chief  Minister laid the 
e-foundation stone for construction of  a 
1×15-metre span plate girder RCC decked 
bridge over Maloori Nallah on the Gand-
tal–Ganimohar road at a cost of  ₹1.53 crore. 
He also laid the foundation stone for a ₹4.66 
crore project involving construction of  a 
1×20-metre span plate girder RCC decked 
bridge over Maloori Nallah at Sarabagh, 
along with the road stretch from Sarabagh 
to Dara Health Centre.

During the event, the Chief  Minister 
handed over sanction letters to beneficia-
ries under Mission YUVA and the Holis-
tic Agriculture Development Programme 
(HADP) from Srinagar district, reaffirming 
the government’s commitment to employ-
ment generation and livelihood enhance-
ment.

Chief  Minister took review of  develop-
ment projects under execution in Srinagar 
district under CSS, capex, SASCI and CDF. 
He insisted on optimal utilisation of  funds 
and meeting the timelines.

CM listened to various issues posed by 
MLAs of  Srinagar district and expressed 
concern over environmental issues due to 
Achan landfill site and stressed on decon-
gestion of  traffic in the city. He directed 
the concerned departments,  divisional and 
district administration to find a longterm 
solutions to these  pressing issues. CM also 
underlined the need to address the issue of  
deteriorating air quality in Srinagar and 
to take measures to control air pollution 
apart from the dry climate aggravating the 
issue.

Ls Approves
as per Section 84 and Section 85 of  the 

Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 
2019.

The Union Finance Ministry also allo-
cated Rs 148.64 crore to enhance budget 
allocation for two Hill Councils in the UT 
and Rs 20.14 crore as additional expendi-
ture also for it transfer to the UT of  Jammu 
and Kashmir towards the construction of  
the High Court complex at Jammu.

The Ministry has further kept a budget-
ary provision of  Rs 12.04 crore for Ladakh 
UT to meet additional expenditure for 
disaster management and Rs 3 crore for 
power purchase and procurement of  diesel 
for power generation in far-flung areas.

For Jammu and Kashmir, the Ministry 
has allocated additional Rs 340.15 crore for 
meeting additional expenditure towards 
equity contribution for the 624 MW Kiru 
project and the Jehlum Tawi Flood Recov-
ery Project (JTFRP).

Of  this, Rs 154.81 crore is earmarked as 
equity contribution for the Kiru project 
and Rs 185.34 crore for JTFRP-an exter-
nally aided project—(KNO)

CS Calls For
Secretary called upon all concerned 

departments to notify pending services 
under the Public Services Guarantee Act 
(PSGA) with clearly defined timelines and 
ensure that these services are delivered 
through online mandates, as envisaged 
under the D-BRAP framework. He advised 
departments to draw upon the successful 
model of  Mission YUVA for the integration 
of  digital Detailed Project Reports (DPRs), 
noting that an effective digital system is 
already operational under the mission.

Stressing the importance of  grassroots-
level implementation, the Chief  Secretary 
directed the strengthening and capacity 
building of  District Industries Centres 
(DICs) to enable effective, timely, and 
outcome-oriented implementation of  the 
reforms. He also called for the prepara-
tion of  a roadmap for the establishment of  
industrial parks as a key objective under 
D-BRAP to promote district-level industrial 
growth. Additionally, he asked the depart-
ments to address issues related to the Jan 
Sugam portal to enhance its accessibility, 
visibility, and operational efficiency.

Addressing the meeting, Additional 
Chief  Secretary, (Financial Commission-
er Revenue), Shaleen Kabra, apprised the 
participants of  the implementation status 
of  land-related reforms under the action 
plan. He elaborated on the functioning of  
online services such as demarcation of  
land, change of  land use (CLU), and prop-
erty registration, stating that these ser-
vices have been operational for some time, 
with the remaining components expected 
to be completed shortly.

Additional Chief  Secretary, Power Devel-
opment Department, Shailendra Kumar, 
underscored the importance of  onboard-
ing all districts onto a single standardized 
dashboard to ensure uniformity in service 
delivery parameters. He emphasized the 
need for a mission-mode approach, par-
ticularly in view of  the DPIIT assessment 
scheduled for April 2026.

Principal Secretary, Home Department, 
Chandraker Bharti, highlighted the piv-
otal role of  District Industries Centres as 
nodal agencies for the implementation of  
D-BRAP at the district level. He called for 
re-energizing and strengthening DICs to 
achieve the objectives of  the reform plan 
in letter and spirit.

Commissioner Secretary, Industries & 
Commerce Department, Vikramjit Singh, 
presented the overall framework of  the 
D-BRAP and informed that 46 services have 
been identified by DPIIT for digitization. 
These services are to be notified under the 
PSGA, delivered through online mandates, 
and monitored via a real-time dashboard 
by the respective government authorities.

The Director, Industries, Jammu, Arun 
Manhas, briefed the meeting on the depart-
ment-wise categorization of  services, 
detailing the responsibilities of  depart-
ments and districts in ensuring their 
smooth implementation. He also presented 
the current online status of  each service 
along with their PSGA notification status. 
He informed that a real-time monitoring 
dashboard, as per DPIIT guidelines, is to 
be developed  showcasing the significant 
components for both e-services and inspec-
tion dashboards.

Regarding the bucket of  services coming 
under the ambit of  D-BRAP it was revealed 
that the same encompasses a wide range 
of  citizen-centric and business-related 
services, including land demarcation and 
boundary verification, change in land use, 
property registration, mutation of  prop-
erty records, digitization of  land records, 
approvals and registrations for setting up 
play schools and private educational insti-
tutions.

It also mandates online issuance of  
Mandi licenses (APMC), establishment of  
health clinics, diagnostic testing licenses, 
permits for goods and passenger trans-
port vehicles, new electricity connections, 
building plan approvals, permissions for 
demolition and reconstruction, certifi-
cates of  vending for street vendors, park-
ing licenses, NoCs for hotels, restaurants 
and entertainment establishments, water 
supply connections, shop and establish-
ment registrations, among others.

The action plan also aims at creating 
an enabling ecosystem for district-level 
investments through strengthened District 
Industries Centres and the development of  
industrial parks to attract sector-specific 
investments and foster sustainable eco-
nomic growth across the UT.

Centre Pushes Green,

rainwater harvesting, scientific waste 
management, pollution control measures 
and use of  non-CFC equipment.

He added that the National Strategy for 
Sustainable Tourism and the ‘Travel for 
Life’ programme are also being promoted 
to encourage tourism stakeholders and 
visitors in J&K to adopt sustainable tour-
ism practices.

On tourist safety, the Minister informed 
that Jammu and Kashmir is among the 
Union Territories where dedicated tourist 
police have been deployed to strengthen 
on-ground safety mechanisms for visitors. 
He said the Ministry has been consistently 
engaging with State and UT administra-
tions to ensure safety and security of  tour-
ists .

The Centre has also urged States and UTs 
to utilise the Nirbhaya Fund for projects 
aimed at enhancing safety of  women tour-
ists at key destinations—(KNO)

Kashmir’s Winter T
be decisive for the season’s outlook.
Weather experts have predicted the pos-

sibility of  light to moderate snowfall in 
the higher reaches in the coming week, 
raising hopes among the tourism frater-
nity—(KNO)

‘34% Power Deficit’
in the coming days.”
“It has been observed that the 400kV 

as well as 220kV Bus voltages at various 
stations in Kashmir valley are remain-
ing critically low also reaching 347kV and 
178kV—well below the Indian Electric-
ity Grid Code (IEGC) band i.e. 380kV and 
198kV respectively due to low hydro gen-
eration and heavy MVAR drawl from the 
ISTS nodes,” it reads.

Pertinently, KNO in November report-
ed that authorities have projected that 
Jammu and Kashmir will likely have an 
extra power demand by 49.42 percent by 
the year 2034-35.

The official had clarified that the peak 
demand will be more than the average 
growth saying that the region may likely 
witness an increase in power demand by 6 
percent each year from 2025-26 to 2034-2035.

Stating the year wise growth rate in 
power demand, authorities have said that 
in the year Jammu and Kashmir will likely 
have a five percent extra demand in the 
year 2025-26 followed by four percent in the 
year 2026-27, four percent in 2027-28, three 
percent in 2028-29—(KNO)

J&K Bank Holds Customer Meet At Dharamshala
GMK NEWS NETWORK

DHARAMSHALA : J&K Bank 
Monday held a Customer Meet 
at its Dharamshala Branch in 
Himachal Pradesh, which was 
chaired by the Bank’s Execu-
tive Director Sudhir Gupta. The 
meeting was held in the pres-
ence of  GM & Divisional Head 
Jammu, Ashok Gupta, Zonal 
Head (Kathua) Suresh Kumar 

Chowdhary and other senior 
officers of  the Bank.

The meeting witnessed par-
ticipation from a cross-section 
of  the Bank’s valuable custom-
ers from the area and provid-
ed a meaningful platform for 
direct interaction between cus-
tomers and the Bank’s senior 
leadership.

Addressing the gathering, 
Executive Director Sudhir 

Gupta said, “Direct interac-
tion with our customers gives 
us valuable insights into their 
expectations and experiences. 
The feedback and suggestions 
shared during such meets are 
extremely important for us and 
will be carefully assessed to 
further improve our products, 
processes and overall service 
delivery.”

“Customer service remains 

the cornerstone of  the Bank’s 
growth. I have advised the staff  
to make all possible efforts to 
meet customer expectations by 
ensuring efficiency, transpar-
ency and a consistently courte-
ous approach at every point of  
engagement”, he added.

The Executive Director gave 
a patient hearing to the con-
cerns and suggestions raised 
by the participating customers 

and assured them that their 
feedback would be taken into 
account for further strength-
ening the Bank’s offerings and 
customer-centric initiatives.

Speaking on the occasion, 
General Manager & Divisional 
Head (Jammu) Ashok Gupta 
said, “Customer trust and long-
term relationships are at the 
core of  Bank’s business philoso-
phy. The inputs received during 

today’s interaction will help us 
further enhance our engage-
ment and deliver solutions that 
are aligned with the evolving 
needs of  our customers.”

The meet witnessed active 
participation from customers, 
who appreciated the Bank’s 
leadership for personally lis-
tening to and valuing their 
feedback. They also assured 
the Branch of  their continued 

cooperation and support, term-
ing the interaction as a positive 
step towards building a strong 
and mutually beneficial rela-
tionship.

While presenting a vote of  
thanks, Zonal Head (Kathua) 
expressed gratitude to the 
customers for their valuable 
inputs and thanked the senior 
leadership for their guidance 
and presence.
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Ladakh’s Leh has long been struggling 
with solid waste management due 
to booming tourism and rapid urban 

growth. Each year, as waste piling up and 
water sources are depleting, the ecologi-
cally fragile town, has been forced to re-
think how to tackle it sustainably through 
solar-powered waste processing, ground-
water protection and landfill remediation.

The Ladakh Autonomous Hill De-
velopment Council (LAHDC) launched a 
solar-powered solid waste management 
initiative in year 2020. The plant, with a 
processing capacity of 30 tonnes per day, 
leverages solar energy to reduce reliance 
on conventional power, lower operational 
costs, and ensure uninterrupted opera-
tions in this remote region. Aiming for 100 
percent source segregation and a 90 per-
cent material recovery rate, the initiative 
ensures that the majority of collected 
waste is either recycled or composted, 
preventing it from reaching landfills and 
mitigating environmental pollution. 

The project follows a circular economy 
model, converting waste into useful prod-

ucts such as compost and pavement tiles, 
which are reintegrated into the local econ-
omy. By improving collection efficiency 
and processing capabilities, the initiative 
has significantly reduced waste overflow 
in public areas, enhancing sanitation and 
public health.

Revenue generated from selling recy-
clables and compost supports the plant’s 
operations, making it financially sustain-
able. With its focus on recycling, reuse, and 
value addition, Leh’s model demonstrates 
how solar powered, community-driven 
waste management can be replicated in 
other hilly and tourist regions. The project 
not only minimizes landfill accumulation 
but also lowers carbon emissions, sup-
ports long-term environmental sustain-
ability, and ensures that waste manage-
ment keeps pace with growing urban and 
tourist pressures, providing a cleaner and 
healthier environment for residents and 
visitors alike.

(Courtesy: Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Affairs / PIB Srinagar)

How Ladakh is Transforming Waste How Ladakh is Transforming Waste 
Management in Extreme TerrainManagement in Extreme Terrain

Solar Powered Cleanup: Leh’s Solution to Waste

The project follows 
a circular economy 
model, converting 

waste into useful 
products such as compost 
and pavement tiles, 
which are reintegrated 
into the local economy. 
By improving collection 
efficiency and processing 
capabilities, the initiative 
has significantly reduced 
waste overflow in 
public areas, enhancing 
sanitation and public 
health.

The project not only minimizes landfill 
accumulation but also lowers carbon 
emissions, supports long-term 

environmental sustainability, and ensures that 
waste management keeps pace with growing 
urban and tourist pressures, providing a cleaner 
and healthier environment for residents and 
visitors alike.
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CS for massive mobilisation under 
PM-SYM, Kisan Maandhan Yojanas

CS releases publications 

on climate change and 

floriculture in J&K

CORRECTION
I, Aadil Ahmad Parray S/O 
Mohmad Maqbool Parray, 
resident of Muqdam 
Mohalla Wailoo, Kralpora, 
Kunzer district Baramulla, 
want to correct name of my 
father on driving licence. 
Now, i want to correct his 
name as per Aadhar from 
Mohd Maqbool Parray 
to Mohamad Maqbool 
Parray.Anybody, (if) having 
any kind of objection in 
this regard, may file the 
same at the Office of 
Assistant Regional Office 
Sopore, within 7 days of 
period from the date of 
publication of this notice.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Muhammed Ashraf Khan
1944-2022

Bichra kuch is ada se ke rut hi badal gayi
Ek shakhs sarey shaher ko veeran kar gaya

We Miss You Abaji
Children

Grand Children

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Monday 
reviewed the implemen-
tation and progress of  
various public welfare 
and financial inclusion 
schemes across Jammu 
and Kashmir, including 
the newly rolled-out Prad-
han Mantri Shram Yogi 
Maandhan (PM-SYM) and 
Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Maandhan Yojana, aimed 
at providing assured social 
security to unorganised 
workers and marginal 
farmers.

The review meeting, 
coordinated by the Finance 
Department, was attended 
by the Divisional Com-
missioner, Jammu/Kash-
mir; Secretary Labour & 
Employment; Secretary, 
Education; Director, Land 
Records; General Manager, 
CSC-SPV; and Deputy Com-
missioners of  all districts 
through video conferencing.

While reviewing the 
modalities for registration 
under PM-SYM, the Chief  
Secretary directed the 
Deputy Commissioners 
to constitute Tehsil- and 
Block-level committees 
to generate widespread 
awareness and ensure 
maximum enrolment of  
eligible beneficiaries. He 
also emphasised the need 
for capacity-building and 
training of  field-level offi-
cers to sensitise them about 
the operational framework 
of  the scheme.

The Chief  Secretary 
instructed the Labour & 
Employment Department 
to launch a vigorous Infor-

mation, Education and 
Communication (IEC) cam-
paign, in coordination with 
CSC-SPV and the Informa-
tion Department, to reach 
eligible beneficiaries 
across all districts. Noting 
that over 34 lakh work-
ers are registered on the 
e-Shram portal in the UT, 
he observed that at least 
10 lakh workers should be 
covered under PM-SYM 
to secure their livelihood 
during old age through 
assured pension benefits.

He also urged the 
Deputy Commissioners 
to leverage the PM-Kisan 
database to enrol eligible 
farmers under PM Kisan 
Maandhan Yojana (PM-
KMY), observing that a 
majority of  farmers in 
Jammu and Kashmir are 
marginal landholders and 
fall well within the eligi-
bility criteria prescribed 
under the scheme.

The Chief  Secretary 
reviewed district-wise 
performance under other 
key financial inclusion 
schemes such as Pradhan 
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima 
Yojana (PMJJBY), Atal 
Pension Yojana (APY), 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan 
Yojana (PMJDY), Pradhan 
Mantri Suraksha BimaYo-
jana (PMSBY) and related 
initiatives. He urged the 
Deputy Commissioners 
to work towards satura-
tion of  these schemes, 
describing them as highly 
beneficial for the socio-
economic security of  the 
population. He also took 
note of  the incremental 
progress achieved by dis-
tricts during the recent 
campaign period.

Earlier, Principal Secre-
tary, Finance, Santosh D. 
Vaidya, while outlining the 
features and achievements 
of  these schemes, informed 
the meeting that sustained 
and targeted campaigns 
undertaken by the Finance 
Department in collabora-
tion with banks and dis-
trict administrations had 
resulted in a significant 
increase in enrolments 
during the current finan-
cial year.

He revealed that 
PMJJBY recorded an 
increase of  1,69,713 new 
accounts, while 34,780 APY 
accounts, 71,415 PMJDY 
accounts, and 4,57,522 

PMSBY accounts were 
added during the same 
period.

Regarding the imple-
mentation of  PM-SYM, 
the Principal Secretary 
called upon the Deputy 
Commissioners to ensure 
large-scale mobilisation 
and awareness at the 
grassroots level. He also 
advised them to organise 
orientation camps for CSC 
volunteers to facilitate 
maximum enrolments.

He informed that work-
ers aged 18 to 40 years 
engaged in the unorgan-
ised sectors including 
building and construction 
workers, street vendors, 
mid-day meal workers, and 
those associated with han-
dloom, leather, brick kilns, 
rag picking and similar 
occupations are eligible for 
enrolment under PM-SYM.

 Similarly, marginal 
farmers in the same age 
group owning less than 
two hectares of  land are eli-
gible under the PM-KMY. 
It was revealed that over 
9 lakh farmers are cur-
rently receiving the ben-
efits under the PM-Kisan 
scheme who are the poten-

tial beneficiaries for this 
scheme too.

It was apprised that 
beneficiaries are required 
to contribute an amount 
ranging from ₹55 to ₹200 
per month, depending on 
their age, with an equal 
matching contribution 
from the Government of  
India, ensuring an assured 
monthly pension of  ₹3,000 
after attaining the age of  
60 years.

The Principal Secre-
tary further directed the 
Deputy Commissioners to 
set weekly enrolment tar-
gets for each Common Ser-
vice Centre (CSC) based on 
the availability of  eligible 
beneficiaries in their areas 
and ensure strict adher-
ence to these targets.

During the meeting, 
the Deputy Commission-
ers were also advised to 
replicate the e-Nigrani 
portal of  Srinagar dis-
trict for effective utilisa-
tion of  the Constituency 
Development Fund (CDF) 
of  legislators.

The portal was said 
toprovide end-to-end digi-
talisation of  the workflow, 
including recommendation 
of works by legislators, grant 
of  administrative approvals, 
preparation of  estimates, 
and monitoring of  works till 
their completion.

The meeting also delib-
erated on circle rates 
across districts, their com-
parison with other states, 
and the need for rationali-
sation of  these rates to 
enhance revenue genera-
tion and plug leakages in 
the existing system across 
Jammu and Kashmir.
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JAMMU: Chief  Secretary 
Atal Dulloo Monday released 
three books authored by 
Prof. Manoj Nazir and Ms. 
Ridhima Koul.

Congratulating the 
authors, the Chief  Sec-
retary called these pub-
lications much-needed to 
draw attention towards 
biodiversity, floriculture 
and climate-related chal-
lenges in an ecologically 
fragile region like J&K 
where such issues have 
often remained underrep-
resented in mainstream 
discourse.

He remarked that the 
authors deserve apprecia-
tion for documenting and 

highlighting these impor-
tant yet neglected aspects 
through scientific and lit-
erary engagement.

The books released 
include Alchemy of the Red 
Rose by Prof. Manoj Nazir 
and Ridhima Koul, The 
Impact of  Climate Change 
on Flowering by Prof. Manoj 
Nazir and Ridhima Koul, 
and Manoj Nazir: The Man 
Behind the Gladiolus Revo-
lution in India authored 
by Ridhima Koul and 
Dr.Jyotsana Maurya.

Prof. Manoj Nazir is a dis-
tinguished scientist in the 
field of  floriculture, widely 
recognised for spearheading 
the Gladiolus Revolution in 
India. His contributions to 
plant biotechnology and 

horticultural research have 
had a lasting impact on sci-
entific advancement and 
flower cultivation practices 
in the country.

Ms. Ridhima Koul is a 
biotechnology researcher 
and author with signifi-
cant research experience 
in floriculture and plant 
sciences. Her academic 
work and writings focus on 
strengthening the interface 
between scientific research 
and public understanding.

Dr. Jyotsana Maurya is 
a biotechnology scholar 
and author, known for 
her research on medicinal 
plants and floriculture, and 
has contributed extensive-
ly through scientific publi-
cations and books.

Div Com Kashmir Reviews 
Progress of Operationlisation of 
60 MLD STP for Srinagar city
SRINAGAR, DEC 15:  Divi-
sional Commissioner Kash-
mir, Anshul Garg, today 
reviewed the operationlisa-
tion of  60 MLD STP for Sri-
nagar city  and the progress 
of  tendering process for utili-
ties shifting required to con-
nect lane-level drainage with 
the sewerage system under 
the Greater Srinagar Sewer-
age Scheme (JnNURM).

The meeting was attended 
by the Chief  Engineers of  
KPDCL, PWD; Superintend-
ing Engineers from PHE and 
UEED, Deputy Director Plan-
ning, and officers of  NBCC.

During the review, the 
Divisional Commissioner 

stressed the need to expedite 
and complete the tendering 
process for utilities shifting 
related to the construction 
of  connecting drainage por-
tions of  the UEED network. 
SE UEED assured the Chair 
that the process of  connect-
ing Households with the 
trunk line to the STP shall 
be completed by 5th January 
for optimal utilisation of  the 
installed capacity.

The Div Com directed the 
concerned departments to 
ensure timely power con-
nection to the Sewerage 
Treatment Plant at Noor-
bagh and to complete the 
outfall line.
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